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MOST IMPORTANT FOR BANKS.

BOMBAY ENGINEERING WORKS,

No. 4, Baghavataal Lane, Rattan Bazaar Road,
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NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO., Ltd.
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Another Record- Broken.

We beg to announce that the FOURTH YEAR ending March 1933, our
TIFE DEPARTMENT has issued

POLICIES for Rs. 1,05,26,000

We would state for the information of the insuring public that the shortest

time taken by an Indian Company to pass the figure of Rs. 1,00,00,000
was 21 years. ‘

\What has taken other Indian Companies over 20 years

NEW INDiA
has achieved in its FOURTH YEAR

Wan'ted men of chara'ctey and ability to represent us in all important éeutres
in Chengleput District. Wanted also two special agents with powers to

recommend for appointment of Sub-Agents on decent commission and
office allowance, ‘

Apply immediately to :—
K. K. SRINIVASAN,
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Extracts from the Presidential Address -

OF

Co-operative Finance and Distress in Villages.

Our economic situation is that while the Co-operative
Banks-or for that matter stable Joint Stock Banks-are surplusing
the village societies are starving for want of funds, Why should
they? Why should Central Banks now hesitate lending to them
as they did formerly? It is not want of finance that is at the
bottom. It is the want of something else that prevents the
flow of money into the village or rather in some cases that does not
keep the money in the village itself. Present world economic troubles
have made people crave for safety, however poor may be the yield
by such a safe investment. The over-anxiety to keep the swmall capi-
tal in tact without caring for its yield has more than enveloped the
modern Indian capitalists. The spirit of allowing money to remain
with the Indian villager for a long term agricultural enterprise is
getting out of currency and even the honest villagers, though they
may be only a few, known for their punctuality andintegrity in co-
operative loaning, are made to suffer for the sins of others.

Overdues.
Added to the bad condition of Societies the present depression
has followed. Central Banks are rather cowardly to finance any
more. It may be a short sighted policy. There is the eagerness to
realise the amount already given. All the Central Banks areina
feverish haste to realise their dues, and it looks as though they are
trying to wind up their business and bid good bye? Let it be
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conceded that the societies and their members have fallen on evil days.
Is it a reason to start on a policy of ruthless collection of overdues?
The mounting of overdues—whatever may be its causes and whoever
may be responsible for it—should uot uu-co-operatise the financing
bank into a mere money lender, out for his pound of flesh with his
arrest warrant or attachment of movables. It may be uecessary in
the case of recalcitrants but a general policy of precipitate collection,
especially now, based on excitement, panic, and fear that co-opera-
tive money will be lost, is neither good for the bank nor for the co-
operative movement as a whole. Co-operative ideals are gone,
before the anxiety to realise co-operative mouey and coercion takes
the place of co-operation, propaganda is replaced by police advice
(co-operative) by arrest and a member’s salvation is sought to be
effected by a sale of his lands :

Present Day Responsibility.

It is an unfortunate, an altogether unedifying spectacle which I
see in the Co-operative Movement all over. And Madras does not
seem to be an exception. It appears that to-day is the time that real
co-operators should come forward and shoulder the burden.  Don't
charge me with impudence if I say that the alleged co-operative
service rendered during the last tweuty five years and more by you
and me and others wlio are no longer amidst us, is nothing when
compared to that which we ought now to do or which our successors
will have to do hereafter. You need not put me down as irresponsi-
ble when I say those were vyears maiuly of lending—shall I say not
very discriminate—years of experiment. A very ouerous responsi-
bility awaits to-day the present generation of co-operators who
start with an initial difficulty, a legacy of troubles which have arisen
from days when far too great a regard for co-operative sentiment and
ideals got the better of business discretion. I am not belittling the
services of the pioneers of the movemeat for a single minute. I
waut to asses properly the present difficnlties and the ability required
to comnbat them co-operatively. The life of the present day‘_éo-opera-
tor is one of odinm, unpopularity and ridicule. A tax-gatherer and
a debt-collector have nothing but abuse for their service! A tax-
remitter and a gracious (indiscriminate [} money-lender is generally

- hailed as the Karna of the age.

Collections.

The collecting mood should be there. But the mood should get
modified. [Is miere execution likely to give us money? Is it a case
of suppression of assets that we are meeting with to-day? Is it not
a case of people suffering for want of more fiuance so as to enable
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—

them to pay their old debts? Isitnot again a case—in certain
societies—of unscrupulous persons as Secretaries and Presidents
having played on the credulity and trust of the Society’s members ?
Oris it not agaiina case of bad lending, much over the repaying
capacity simply to mount up the loan transactions or acquired
interest in our banks as initial successes in Bank management ?
How to get out of the mire ? No use of crying over spilt milk ! No
cousolation to know how it happened except it may be how to avoid
it hereafter or how to remedy it.

Oune should definitely set his face against indiscriminate execu-
tion. The goveriug body of the financing Bank or of the Saciety
should take a personal interest in the matter, test the bona fides of the
defaulters aud adjust remedies accordingly. It is likely that they
may be accused of partiality. That is inevitable in any human iusti-
tution  Uniform remedies for all may lead to a cataclysm. Variant
remedies for varying grades and aptitudes of people should be
thought of. A pennuiless honest patuper, who may pay off his
dues by driblets if given time, ought to be given an extension
while an irresponsible member evading payment, ought to be arrest-
ed, if he is attempting to alienate his all and is the mischievous bead
of a revolt against the financing bank collecting its just dues?

Liguidation.

A liquidation, a coutributory order, civil court execution pro-
ceedings ending in arrest or sale of properties make the cup of
discontent complete, making the words “ Co-operation ” and “ Co-
operative Society ” objects of dread and synonymous with fraud
and dishonesty. A revival of such a society or even the starting
of a society in the neighbourhood becomes impossible and the
cheap rural credit and redemption of the'villager from his
pecuniary troubles becomes -entirely out of the question. Non-
official co-operators may throw the blame in the matter of
liquidation ou the officials after getting a Liquidation order
against the society. But officials cannot make or mint money
in villages which failed to pay the Bank dues ever so long !
They will retort that the non-officials had started societies
which should never have been started or allowed the Societies'
to function when they should not have done so. In any case,
the Bauk mioney is as distant as ever. A contribution order or
two may bring some money which may cover up the Liquidator’s
charges! Nothing more. One thing is certain. An order of
Liquidation only precedes an Epitaph that co-operation is dead in the
village and neighbourhood. The evils of furthering “Liquidation
spirit” carnot be over exaggerated. All human institutions are
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bound to have their days and their falls too. Butany undue affec-
tion to that feeling as a means out, or as a solace to a co-operatively

troubled mind should be given a severe check. It should not-

encroach upon the patience and endurance towards resuscitating fallen
societies. Liquidation process underthe Act is to be cousidered as
the last desparate step in the matter.

Supervision.

I have heard gentlemen say that supervising unions or super-
visors are not working properly. My own impression is that no
such general proposition can be advanced as regards any institution.
Whatever it may be, I am of opinion that thisis the time when
societies do require more effective supervision, rather constant goad-
ing to pay up their overdues.

I 'am told that Administrative Sections (of Central Banks) have
failed in certain areas while they have succeeded in other areas.
Equally good and bad fates had overtaken Federations (of unions).
As I had to observe once before, provided the driving force is alright,
if he is keen and sportsmanlike in the pursuit of his object, the Sec-
retary is sure to run any institution to prosperity. The other conclu-
sion is equally tempting. The best of agencies dwindles into nothing
in consequence of a bad director. I have come across protagonists of
Federation applauding the work of the Administrative section and
inveterate haters of Federation generously accepting the work of the
Federation. Wiy then should there be any bickerings over a mere
theory or a mere agency provided the material is the proper one ?

A Policy Wanted.

This brings me to the moot point of having a definite policy
in the movement. I for one am prepared to state that the
growth of overdues in recent years has been 1mostly due to
the laxity, indifference all over and in this presidency there
seems to be this additional factor, wiz., the perpetual war bet-
ween the Federation and the Bank. Co-operators are few and
when willing co-operators mistaking their ideals take sides, the
actual work suffers and the village members who do not understand
"these things, slowly have their way, lose their sense of discipline and
prompt payment. All thisis, I think, due to the want of a definite
policy. I do not want to make the movement a regularised mecha-
nism, impervious to changing conditions or irresponsive to new
situations. The goal can be marked, the road can be lined, and as
we proceed, we may remove the obstacles and march on probably

with a slight curve to avoid climbing a steep ascent. That said, we
have said what we wanted. This does not mean that we should go
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on shifting our method and line of march and at every step take a
different line to the tune of every person on the way who chooses to
guide us. :

I am of opinion that a definite policy can be guaranteed ouly
by having a Registrar for a long: period, say, of at least ten years,
if not more. Any shorter period is not sufficient.

The Registrar should be a person with a real bias for the move-
ment. He should not be suddenly drafted into the department from
any service. The Co-operative Movement cannot be run on by any
chosen at random. Co-operation is a science, if not a science
of sciences. It implies a great knowledge of Finance, a good
deal of human psychology and understanding of human insti-
tutions, expert methods of business house-keeping, auditing, above
all an infinite capacity of getting on with all the diverse elements of
humanity with a desire to understand and be understood. Autocracy
should have no place in the movement and a spirit of condescension
is entirely out of place. He should be all eyes on and ears to the
varying phases of the movement and suggest appropriate remedies,
without making it a dull automaton. All these are not possible
unless the Registrar is one who is ingrained with a modesty in
outlook, sympathy in understanding, alertness in action and on
the top of all a missionary zeal to work’ with and for the masses.
How can you expect this from a person, however good he may be,
who is suddenly transformed from a Revenue official to the co-oper-
ative line. It may tickle the vanity of a service mau being fit for
any job from the survey officer in a muffusil district to tlhie High
Commissionership in London. But the Co-operative Movement
cannot be played with like this. This reminds me of the blunt
but nevertheless pregnant remark of a Professor of Economics who
in commenting on the entirely irrational basis of an appointment
said “ whoknows I will nct be appointed Chief Surgeon to-morrow.”

Co-operation is a transferred department already and in the
reform era to come, the Minister in charge of Co-operation will be
even more free. He ought to initiate a policy, a bold one and mark
a newer era in Co-operation by selecting the proper person to be at
the head of the movement for a tolerably long term.

People young and imbued with a real spirit of service and with
a good university training may be directly recruited at least to make
up acertain proportion in the major subordinates’ list. I would
insist that in the direct recruitment, actual working in the move-
ment for at leasta few years should be considered as a necessary
qualification. Non-officials of ability and approved service can be
thought of for these jobs though it should not descend into one of
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nepotism. I am not in the least afraid of able men and men of
character getting into official grooves. After all they are in co-
operative service.

Audit.

The idea of having non-official audit may have yet to gain
ground. Let there be no indecent haste if there is opposition. I
am quite sure that the same proposal will be accepted in a few
years. It isone of the mile stones to be necessarily covered in de-
officialisation. It has to be reached and covered. Iam told that
the Government in Madras has given a quietus to this question by
stating that they are against it. But I am confident that the time
is not far distant when the Government will revise their views and
come round to the nou-official view-point.

I find it rather inconsistent for persous who stood for the
de-officialisation of the Audit to have acquiesced ' in those provisions
of the new Act which make us lean on the Department, ,

Now that those provisions are in the Act, the next best thing
is at least to try to see that they are not requisitioned. Let them be
dead provisions in practice. ‘ ’

Non-Credit Co-operation.

These days of economic distress afford enough opportunities for
non-credit co-operative service, Advauce of money on produce, to
facilitate waiting for a favourable market, gathering up the cheap pro-
duce and marketing it, going to every reliable place and offering
pecuniary help, in fact trying to stabilise as far as possible the price of
commodities in the neighbourhood is possible to a large extent. Iam
not suggesting a speculation or a trade-gamble, but Iam tr}mo' if
possible for a price adjustment in the villages.

I earnestly appeal to you to make the T. U. C. S. step in the
front line, give it an orientation and make it really a provincial
organization that can stand and talk on behalf of Non-Credit
activities in the Presidency. I shall not be considered going out of
the way if I submit for your coansideration the necessity of appoint-
ing a full time propaganda officer on a seven year or more contract
till he starts and completes a decent net-work of Non-Credit Socie-
ties, at least stores institutions for the preseut.

The District Stores Societies should be made collecting centres
of the products of the area and distributing agencies for other
products from other areas. To me, it looks as though non-credit
activity is likely to be of immediate benefit to the rural population.
It is wrong to assume that nou-credit activities have not got a large
scope in the rural areas. I wish the T. U. C. S. uses some of its
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“Common good fund ™ in these propaganda purposes and appoints
an efficient staff.

I am glad that an addition to our non-credit activity has been
made by the South India Co-operative Insurance Society. I am
glad to learn that it is making steady progress. It is too early to
pronounce about its success. Oune thing that strikes me ought to be
stated. I would measure the success of the society by the number
of policy-holders of Rs. 500 and less, and I do mnot attach much
importance to the heavy number of urbaun policy holders. I believe
that Co-operative Insnrance is a mass agriculturist concern.
It has come to supply a new want. It has a distinct mission,
and the achieving of the object of the mission can alone he
the measure of its success. So the field of activity of the South
India Co-operative Insurance Society is again in the villages, in
union boards and taluq areas. 1 hope the Managing Board or FExe-
cutive will keep this in view and work out their campaign.

The Reserve Bank,

ThlS isnot the time or the place to talk of the political contents
of the important document—the White Paper. Vou are aware that in
recent times, politics is getting iuextricably mixed up with economics.
That is my excuse to address myself on the strictly economic aspect of
the White Paper. You are aware of the two important economic fea-
tures in the proposals contained in that paper w/z. the Reserve Bank
and the Railway Board. lappeal to you co-operators of this presidency
to take interest in these two subjects and express vourselves either
way strongly. The very inauguration of the Federation is made sub-
ject to, among other conditions, the starting of the Reserve
Bank. Seth Walchand Hirachand addressing the other day the
Federation of Indian Chambers said “ The condition particularly re-
lating to the establishment of the Reserve Bank seems to be incap-
able of being brought into practice for vet a long time to come. This
view is strengthened by the deliberate line of action which the Gov-
ernment of the country is following in respect of its currency, ex-
change policy and gold exports.” What part should Co- -operative
banks play in the formation and constitution of the Reserve Bank,
what should be the link between the finauce of the Reserve Bank and
the Co-operative Finance, what representation should Co- -operative
Banks have in the management, are all details to be thought of and
resolved in time. The other day, Sir George Schuster said in the
Assembly Hall that very soon consultations would be had regarding
the Reserve Bank formation and it is upto us now to finally decide
and seud in our representations to the committee that is sitting., I
hope this conference will direct its special attention to this problem
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in the forthcoming session. The previous Assembly discussions and
the Special Committee proceedings afford instructive and interestine
matter and I hope the Madras co-operators will give a proper lead tz
the rest of India on this matter.

The Railway Board.

L'am at a loss to understand how the idea of a Statutory Railway
Board was decided upon when the Constitution of the Reserve Bank
was left to be decided by the Legislature. This also could have been
left to the Legislature. You are aware that more than 800 crores
have been invested in Railways and that they are one of the bigoest
assets in the country. . o

The Railway Board wields an enormous power to make and un-
make any industry in the country and under the future Government
it can be an affective force in the economic salvation of the land. It
can insist on a large scale co-operative planning of railway materials
and industries and what are common features in co-operative enter-
prises in Italian Railways, may be made to become the normal fea-
tures of Indian co-operation. It strikes me that the “hands off
policy " in regard to the Railway Board means a great loss to the
economic future of the Indian Federal State to be and what is worse
it takes off a big slice from the Indian Potential Co-operative enter-
prise and removes the little scope for relieving the unemployment in
the land. I do not know how what has not been given to {15 by the
Door of the White Paper is going to be given to us by the windows
of the rules. I am not very optimistic, but I shall not forsake my
usual optimism as I believe that something still may happen to give
us in effect what we feel we are not getting. 7

Leadership.

As I said before, the responsibilities of the present generation
of co-operators are very immense. Newer problems have arisen.
Physical and intellectual energy of an unusual type are both
necessary. Mere age and experience have their places but they
Lave their limitations too. So the eiders in the movement should
gladly welcome youngsters in the movement and give them oppor-
tunities, guide them, and generally allow them to occupy positions of
trust and responsibility, themselves graciously remaining in . the
background. That will ensure a continuity of policy, a sort of
harmonious noun-official discipleship and a regular stream of workers
who will drive on the institutions to the promised goal. If thatis not
happening, the situation is likely to end in disaster. Workers in the
Co-operative cause are always few. If elders monopolise offices for
an indefiuitely long time, allowing themselves to be misunderstood
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as persous anxious for power and prestige; the ambitious
youngsters who feel they are as good as the elders assert aud revolt.
The elders then retire or are unseated in the elections. which create
a situation not very pleasant. A sort of informal discipleship, every
district leader should be able to run among his workers and he
should be most happy to allow them to become district heads in his
own life time. That is an honour to him and to the movement. I
long for these days tocome. The greatness of a co-operative leader
should consist i his creating a school or band of workers and not in
his doing his duty alone in his life time He has a duty to those
who are to be born hereafter and that could be best discharged if he
creates and leaves intellectual * chips of the old block.”

[ am at some pains on this matter as I smelt from the last
Adininistration Report of the Registrar that some older men are
unseated in some places. I would only say that it is nothing un-
usual. It is happening in all places, in all institutions. That is the
sigu of the times. To draw ared line or to think of it as a calamity
is to make too much of a small change in human organisations.
The chief and effective solution lies in the old men imbibing juvenile
and sportsman spirit and getting along with the youngsters as
honourable colleagues in a noble cause. Do not old lawyers address
young judges and get justice for clients? Do not old subjects
appear and submit their grievances to young Rajahs aud sovereigns
and get them redressed ? Do mnot old parents allow their grown-
up sons to dominate and ruu their houses. Do not the old
vield in all these? All things being equal, why should age stand
as a prohibition against anybody coming forward to shoulder the
responsibilities of co-operative instituitions. Swami Vivekananda
surprised the world at 32.  The younger Pitt was accused of the
crime of heing a young man. He survived the cha'rge of youth and
acquitted himself very creditably. What is the age of many of our
Civilians? Do they not rule all sections of a District Revenue
Department ?  Given the necessary training, given the opportunity,
many of our young nien are bound to be of great use iu the co-ope-
ration of the future. Smallness in the part of us, the elders, will
surely drive away the few young men who are with us. I am not
prepared to share your Registrar’s feeling over the old men going
out, It is bound to happen some day. Are we not toprovide for it ?

I do not feel called upon to apologise for having taken up afew
minutes of your time on this aspect of the matter as I have found
that some intelligent and well meaning old men assume a patronis-
ing air and say when they are unseated from the Executive

2
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* Cooperation is gone. The institution is dead.” If the institution
is to die the moment they leave it, it can only show one thing,
viz., that the institution had already gone from bad to worse.

I most earnestly entreat the elders in the movement to take a
charitable view and increase the number of young men in the
movement, I also appeal to the youngsters to train themselves
early, respect the elders, take advice from them and show a fatherly
regard for them. We should have a happy family all through.

Communalism in Co-operation.

It has become of late a sort of routine if not fashion to
condemn communalism in. co-operation. I shall not add to it.
[ am prepared to state from this platform~and I am quite
sure the same will be borne out by your lives—that a Brahmin
very often finds his best friend in a Non-Brahmin and a Non-
Brahmin not infrequently finds his confidant in a Brahmin.
The cordiality that exists between the Hyderabadi Hindu and
the Hyderabadi Muslim is a thing which may well deserve emu-
lation in other places. Humanity never has water-tight compart-
ments. Mutual goodwill, readiness to give in and accept others’
point of view have always made us Brahmin and Nou-Brahmins

. good friends. The one should welcome the other: if the Non-Brah-
min has not taken to office till now, it is good he comes in now, and
the Brahmin who was there all this time gives his place to him.
Absolute harmony is possible when absolute and earnest understand-
ing is the basis. We shall not estrange ourselves by constantly talking
we are this or that? Do all Brahmins agree and get on? Are there
not parties and petty factions among them ? Do all Non-Brahmins
agree and get on? Are there not differences and sections. amone
themselves? So it is not birth that is the cause for diﬁ'erenc;
Mental differences on something or the other give place by constant
repetition to mental dislike. Mental dislike by one set of people
against the other is magnified into a class dislike, which develops
into class hatred. We shall not have more of this. Iappeal to every
Brahmin to withdraw from the contest if any Non-Brahmin stands
and appeal to every Non-Brahmin to think that a Brahmin is not his
enemy but a brother. If this attitude gives place to that which I
understand is prevailing now, I am quite sure we may have more

* peace, greater happiness, and brighter prosperity both in co-operative
and private life. ‘

Conclusion.

I am exceedingly glad to note that the relationship between
the officials and non-officials has always been cordial. I wish it will
be so in the years to come and among the non-officials themselves
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too. An attitude of service should pervade us all. Power and
prestige are incidental and are not the charms for service or entry to
the movement.

I know the co-operative movement is one of pure service; co-
operative movement and co-operators are subjects of derision. Even
the co-operative official is not cared for. A Deputy Registrar
does not command the regard or respect which a Revenue Inspec-
tor does in a village. Still he and you have to plod on. Yours
is one of work and no reward. Oune of voluntary hardship for
service’s sake and mnot for appreciation. Still human nature’s
instinct is that it gets encouraged by a kindly gesture or a word or
two of praise. I am one of those who believe in them and in their
value and influence on human conduct. In this connection, I have
to put a strong case for the Government showing greater recognition
of the services of official and non-official co-operators. Not that any
of them craves for it; I dare say many have not even thought of it.
But as one who believes in the growth of the movement, as cne who
wants that the Government should according to its policy of honour-
ing all official and public workers adopt an impartial attitude to-
wards all departments of work and public activity, I request them to
show greater consideration and recognise the great services of their
subordinates and the public in co-operation. That will raise in-
directly the standard of work and quality of the men whojoin the
movement. I have heard ot several very distinguished co-operators
being offered the higher class of titles and their refusing them but
talking for the general mass and ordinary District worker, it is right
he is given his due recognition.

I put it as the Government’s duty whether the worker desires
it or no.

The gospel of co-operation has been with us in its new form
for a quarter of a century and more. Many an institution had its
Silver Jubilee. Many, God willing, will live long to have a golden
and Diamond Jubilee. We may not be in the land of living then.
Our successors would have come in and taken their : rightful places
then. The co-operative structures we have raised should be strong
and enduring. ILet them not be on the spoils of communal war or
dividend fights, election fracas or on liquidation orders. Iet them
stand on the solid foundations of better farming, houest husbandry
and  contented citizenship. ILet the structure raised be the
structure of all, not restricted by class or religion. ILet it be a
tower for God of Service built by the godly instinct in all.

“ A temple, neither Pagoda, Mosque, nor Church
But loftier, simpler, always open door’'d
To every breath from Heaven and Truth and Peace
And Love and Justice came and dwelt therein.”
May that God of Service guide you and me aright and may we
reach Him with a conviction that vou and I have served each other
and Him rightly.

OM SHANTI! SHANTI ! SHANTI It
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A Romance of Co-operation

The spirit of romance still breathes in
this prosaic world of sordid economic
depression, at least as far as Bulgarian
Co-operators are concerned. Mr. D. Nedel-
koff sends us the following almost epic
story of co-operative eftort in Bulgaria.

“ Along the Black Sea Coast, south of
the Bulgarian Town of Bourgas stretches
a large mountain chain known as ‘Strangja!
The population of this area is almost entire-
ly occupied in the co-operative production
of charcoal which was formerly sold to
Turkey and Greece. When the latter two
countries set up huge tariff walls against
Bulgaria, the Strandja Co-operative Char-
coal Productive Society was faced with the
danger of collapse, since there is no home
market in Bulgaria for Charcoal.

“Then the Society’s director took the
risk on his own account, and chartered a

sailing vessel, set cut with a cargo of
400,000 kills of charcoal, and sailed. asin
olden days, for fourteen days and nights, to
Spain, seeking new markets for the Bulga-
rian Co-operators Charcoal.

“The Barcelona Co-operative Refai-
society bought 'a large quantity of the
charcoal'and introduced it on to the Spanish
Market. Since the first shipmens over
2,060,000 kilos have already been sold,
thereb){ proving of invaluable assistance to
the lives of the entire population in the
Strandja area.

“The moral of the story points to the
solution of many heavy international pro-

blems,” concludes Mr. Nedelkoff, * that -

co operators from one country should
stretch out assisting hands to co-operators
of other countries.”

(—The Link)

OF IMITATIONS!!!

ole Agent for Madras Presidency-i
SHYHAKM & Co.,
MERCHANTS,
6, BUNDER STREET, MADRAS.
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Editorials.

The Twentieth Proviucial Co-opera-
Provincial tive Conference was held
Co-operative under the Presidentship
Conference. f Dewan Bahadur Ara-
vamuthu Ayyangar Avl, of Hydera-
bad on 17th and 18th June 1933.
The President in his address not ouly
dealt with common topics of the day
such as distress in villages, overdues

in societies aud the need for sympathe-

tic collection but also giving his views
on the inner problems of the Province,
appealed to Co-operators, old and
young, official and non-official, Brah-
miun and Nout-brahmin, to co-operate
with each other. He felt sure that
by their mutual co-operation, we
might have more peace, greater hap-
piness aud greater prosperity both
in co-operative and private lives.

He insisted that a definite policy
should be followed iunstead of the
present one of drift and said that in
the new Reform era to come, the
Minister in charge of Co-operation
ought to initiate a policy, a bold one
and mark a uewer era in Co-operation
by selecting proper persous to be the
head of the Movement for a toler-
ably long period. Nou officials of
ability and approved service should
aiso be taken by direct recruitment to
majar subordiunate rauks of the Co-ope-
rative Departent.

He noticed that the life of the pre-
sent day co-operator is one of odium,
unpopularity and redicule, and that
the onerous responsibility—a legacy of
troubles—lies on him.

To-day is the

time when real co-operators should
come forward to shoulder the burden.
He appealed to the conference to take
interest in the proposals for the
Reserve Bank and the Railwayv Board
coutained in the White Paper and
express their views either way
strongly.

He also touclied upon the problems
connected with supervision, audit and
non-credit societies. Extracts of his
address ate published elsewhere in
this issue and we feel sure that our
readers will be delighted to go through
them.

Some of the important resolutions
that were passed at the
20th Provincial Co-opera-
tive Conference held on
17th and 18th June 1933 relate to
loan poliéy and facilities to co-operative
societies. The following important
resolutions were passed. (1) That the
policy pursued by some of the Central
Banks of wholly stopping credit to
defaulting societies is injurious to
movement and that the Central Banks
should finance ,good and punctual
members of even defaulting societies

Conference
Resolutions.

in suitable cases.

(2) That there are many advantages
to be gained by the Central Bauks in
developing a system of directly advan-
cing loans against produce to members
through primary societies in consulta-
tion with the societies concerned to
help them in the marketting and
movement of the produce raised by
thiem in areas where suitable co-opera-
tive organisations do mnot exist and
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cannot be developed for the purpose,
In areas where the Central Banks are
not prepared to take up this business,
the Provincial Bank may transact such
business through a suitable Agency.
The Registrar was also requested to
encourage this form of co-operative
cridit by giving necessary facilities to
Central Banks so as to be able to lend
money to non-members of Central
Banks who are members of co-opera-
tive societies, aud also to permit all
suitable Urban and Central Banks to
advance loans against gold on such
conditions as may be laid down as to
safe custody, testing and valuicg of
the gold pledged.

(3) Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to remit the entire Registration
fees on co-operative documents and
for furnishing encumbrance certifi-
cates to co-operative societies.

(4) Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to reduce the scale of audit
fees by 50 per cent. of that now pres-
cribed.

(5) Resolved to request the Govern-
ment to reduce the rates of interest on
loans advanced by them to Building
societies to 6 per cent. and to permit
the Co-operative Ceniral Bauks to
advance loaus to Building societies at
a 6 per cent. rate of interest not
We trust that the autho-

charge of

exceeding.

rities in the Conference
resolutions will take immediate action
on the resolutions passed at the Con-
ference aud see that the authorities
councerned give effect to them at any

early date.

Mr. D. N. Strathie was the Registrar
of Co-operative societies
for over three years till he
handed over charge on
11th July 1933. He sympathised with
the ideals of the movement and earnest-
ly desired to deofficialise it. He
always moved with the current of the
non-official authorities.

D. N.
Strathie.

Mr. Strathie recognised the move-
ment to be a Peoples one and he gave
expreésion that the movement would
succeed and progress only wlen un-
selfish workers come forward to work
it up. He was against people of
Local Board politics taking partin the
co-operative movement and he ap-
pealed both to Co-operators and
the Government to prohibit a Bank
Director holding office as a member of
a local body. He realised that Co-
operation is a jealous mistress which
will not allow people to work in too
mauy fields.

He was sympathetic to the core. He
sympathised with the ryots aud ata
time when the Provincial Bank was
not.in possession of sufficient funds to
meet the demands of the Central
Banks, he approached the Government
and obtained a loan of Ten lakhs to
save the poor rvots from genuine dis-
tress wiien they were deprived of co-
operative credit at a time when it was
particularly waunted. He loved his
subordinates. To quote one single
instance of his love—he motored all
the way from Chittore to have a last
glimpse of late Mr. C. Narayanan
Nair— His Personal Assistant, when he
breathed his last at the General
Hospital.

.w_
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It is these touches of sympathy and
good-will and the cordial relationship
that he brought about between officials
and non-officials and the testimony he
bore to the unselfish work of the Hono-
rary workers made him a guest of
several entertainments in his honour
before he left the Department on
11-—~7—33. He was always frank in
his views and. expressed in unequi-
vocal terms that co-operative mniove-

ment at a future date would be a much -

smaller body than what it is to-day.

We are glad to notice that Mr. C.
Gopala Menon the Hono-
rary  Treasurer of the
Madras

A Co-operator
Lononred. )
Provincial Co-

operative Union and Central ILand

Mortgage Bank is the receipiant of
the Title of Rao Bahadur in 1933
Birthday Honours List.
tulate Mr. Menon for the honor con-
fered on him,

We congra-

IN MEMORIUM.

We extremely regret to note the
demise of Mr. D. Nageswara Rao
at a very early age. He was an
earnest and unselfish co-operator,
who worked for the good of the
movement. We offer our heart-
felt sympathy and condolences to
his bereaved family.

—_——.
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News and Comments.

Team Work ‘
It's all very well to have courage and
skill,
And it’s fine to be counted a star;
But the single deed, with its touch of
thrill,
Doesn’t tell us the man you are
For there’s no lone hand in the ganie we
play,
We must work to a bigger scheme,
And the thing that counts in the world
today
Is how do you pull with the team ?
You may think it fine to be praised for
skill,
But a greater thing to do
Is to set your mind and to set your will
On the goal that's just in view ;
It's helpiug vour fellow man to score
When chances hopeless seem ;
It’s forgetting self till the game is o'er
And fight for the team.
(Co-operative News.)

e et

Co-operative Britain Ablaze.
Against Tax Injustice.

A Government Special Committee, in
England has recommended that Co-ope-
rative societies should be further taxed,
thus making their contribution greater
than borne by private traders. The Com-
mittee have singled out co-operative
reserves and other undistributed surplus,

The Co-operative National Authority,
the Wolesale societies, Retail societies,
Guilds etc., are 100 per cent. united to
fight the imposition. A special fund of
over £ 7,000 has been subscribed.

Co-operative Petition to Parliament.

To the Honourable Commons of the
United Kingdom and Northern Itreland
in Parliament Assembled,

The Humble Petition

of the undersigned citizens members of
the........ renarieeereanns + seeesn.Co-0Operative
Society, Limited.

WHEREAS we as citizens have always
met the full taxation upon our incomes
in common with all other subjects of His
Majesty, we respectfully desire to protest
with all the emphasis we can command
against the recommendations of the
Special Committee appointed on May
12th, 1932, to inquire into the question
as to Co-operative societies and the
Income-tax. Such recommendations, if
adopted, would result in great injustice
being inflicted upon co-operative socie-
ties a very large section of whose mem-
bers are from the poorest section of the
community.

We therefore respectfully pray your
Honourable House as the final authority
not to implement these recommendations,
as such legislation, if adopted, would be
penal in character and differentiate co-
operators in matters of taxation from
other sections of the trading community.

Above is the wordiug of the petition
which the Co-operative Union {s sending
out to societies for their members to sign
on the income-tax question. There should
be no difficulty in securing a million
siguatures,

(The Co-operative News.)

Directions for Packing Bombay
Mangoes for Export.

Fruit for export should be fully deve-
loped and reaped by stem cutting, leave
about % inch stem on the fruit.

Wipe dry and discard any with the
slightest bruise and wrap with fine tissue
paper.
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Use flat cratesabout 4 inches deepand
containing only one layer of fruit.
(Something similar to the tamato crates).
The crates should if possible be lined
with wood wool.

The crates should only hold one or
two or at most three dozeus each. If
necessary two or three small crates can
be tied together for shipment.

(Journal of the J.A.S.)
* *

*
L xcessive saving by a nation, no less
than excessive spending may actually
diminish its aggregate wealth.
Professor W.C. D. Dampier.
* *

*

The French Government is considering

plans for economic co-operation between

France and her Colonies so as to make

the agricul:ure and industry of the colo-

nies supplementary to those of Fraunce
and not comipetitive.

“The co-operative societies appear to
be capable of ensuring a just price, of
bringing together consumers and produ-
cers and of doing away with superfliious
middlemen,” declared the National
Fconomic Council of France in a recent-
1y issued report. ‘The Council is com-
posed of representatives of all the eco-
nomic interests of the country.

World's indebtedness.

A German economist estimates that
the total Public and private indebtedness
in the world amounts to 5 77,000,000,000.
Debts of all kinds, he says, must be ad-
justed to the new price levels, in other
words scaled down, because it is impos-
sible 'to pay them on present levels and
there is no prospect of a return to the
levels at which the debts were contracted

(Manitoba Co-operator).

The Madras District Co-operative Central Bank, Ltd.

Revision in Model Bye.laws of
Depressed class societies in
Madras City.

The following order is passed by the
Registrar of Co-operative societies in his
communication No. D. Dis. B. 1979/33
dated 22—6—33 tothe Madras District
Co-operative Central Bank, Ltd.

The Sub-Deputy Registrar, Madras
who was deputed to assist the bank in
the revision of bye-laws of the Depressed
class societies in the Madras City reports
that it has been proposed ;

(1) that the Maximum Borrowing
Power of societies with limited liability
should be fixed at 5 times the paid up

share capital and reserve fund and that
of unlimited liability societies at 5 times
the paid up share capital plus the reserve
fund or 3 of the net assets of members
whichever is greater ;

-(2) that the individual maximuwm bor-
rowing power should not exceed five
times the paidup share capital subject to
maximum of Rs. 500 it being fixed at
varying amounts and

(3) that as a tentative measure the
special bye-laws dealing with loans for
purchase of house-sites should be intro-
duced in three or four societies.

2. T approve of these proposals.

e

The Government Telegraph Employees’ Co-operative Society, Limited, Madras.

FREE

PUBLIC LIBRARY.

During June 1933, 727 volumes were loaned out from the above library for
home reading and 1324 persons made use of the Library.
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THE NATIONAL GUILD OF CO-OPERATORS.

(REGISTERED IN INDIA)
Head Office :— 118, Armenien Street, MADRAS.

DPresident :
DrEwaN Bamapur P. T. Kumaraswamy CHrTTY, B. A,

The National Guild of Co-operators includes both Men and Women in
its membership. It is formed to protect and promote the interests
of Co-operators, if need be, by giving financial assistance to co-
‘operators in distress.

The aim of the N. G. C. is to spread co-operative education and to train
up co-operative workers. Membership is open to practical co-
operative workers who pay an Annual Contribution of Rs. 12.

Branches.
Brauches are opened in places where not less than 10 members apply
for a branch. The members of the branch should pay Rs. 1 per
quarter.

A copy of tie Madras Co-operator will be supplied free to all members of
the Guild and its branches.

Apply for particulars,
TO THE CORRESPONDENT.

THE MADRAS CO-OPERATOR.

Issued every month in three languages.
THE MOST POPULAR CO-OPERATIVE JOURNAL OF THE PRESIDENCY.
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Rs. 2 ONLY,

. Space.
Advertisement Rates per insertion. Full Page. Half Page.
Rs, : Rs.
Outer Page 15 8
Inside of outer page 14 7
In other places | 12 6
Note :— A limited number of advertisements not opposed to

co-operative principles will be accepted.

For terms and particulars, apply to :—

THE EDITOR, THE MADRAS CO-OPERATOR,
No. 1, Armenien Street, Esplanade, MADRAS,




Phone No. 3181 Tel, Address: f PEOPLES.'

The Madras Peoples Bank, Ltd.

Head Office: 118, ARMENIAN STREET, G.T, MADRAS.
Chairman : KUMARA RAJA OF VENKATAGIRI, M.LC.

BANKING DEPARTMERNT.

Branches of this Bank are being opened at important commercial towns of

this Presidency with influential gentlemen of the locality as members of
the Local Boards.

Applications from influential and gualified gentlemen are being received for
agents’ posts on decent salarics.

AUCTION CHIT DEPARTMENT.
SPECIAL NOTICE.

The Second Series of the followine classes will be conducted shortly :—

DETAILS.
S LONG TERM
L R (i-e.) THIRTY MONTIIS' CHIT.
- S Class Amount Subscription
W T o ~ Rs. Rs. ?’/Cj\
: \ A 1,200 40 N
B 900 - 30 \"
C 600 20
D 300 10
E 240 ) 8
F 150 b

This Scheme shall terminate at the end of Thirty Months.

The subscribers are bound by the Auction Chit Fund Rules of the
Bank, which can be had on application, The monthly subscriptions will
be much less when monthly discounts are deducted. Bauk is’ respousible
for payment of prizes. "As between subscribers there is mo obligation.

The Bank will also bid on behalf of al)setltee subscribers on written instructions
from them. »

Subscriptions are received from now on.

For particulars etc., apply to :—

S. BALARAMAMURTY, B.A., BL.,
Managing Ll))irector.

Madras

Post Box No. 91 %
15¢th July 1933.

Editor:—Mr. G. Sriram Babu Naidu, B.A,, B.L,, Dip. Econ.
Printers .—-The C. C, P, Works, Chrintadfipet, Madras.
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