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0 MUTABILITY

Pleasures flit,

Vanish friends, .

Daylight dawns, s ' )
Taylight ends. - o : _

A special feature of the first Samantha Conference, which was held under the patronage of the Raja of Nilambur, was
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2 ‘Man is gay, : Nature droops,

) Man is sad, Skies do frown,

= Hope is high, & Merry thouzghts

5 Mirth is glad. : - Sorrows drown.

© s L ‘ A . ‘

'; . Age is short, ) All is change,

g2 © Time is long,: ' . Change is all.

S . Lifeisslow, -~ -~ . . - Shadows rise,

3 " Youth is strong. _. Shadows fall.

bj - Day is light, , Bfaauty dies,

8 . Night is dark, - - . Life mustgo;

“ - . Bummer’s sweet, ‘ ‘ o Earth’s a magic
. s o ‘ . ) .

3 “T.mtelf:q stark. o Shadow-show !
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THE WOMANHOOD OF INDIA

By MANJERI R. KRISHNAN

AINGS are evident, that
waves of the new age have
reached the enclosed court-
yard of the Indian home,
and- the women of India
have been roused from thelr compara-
nvely ‘slubmering conscxousnesq to the
message of the age to which. they
really belong. There is a growing
spirit of .eagerness in the West. to
learn and appreciate the true life and
ideals of the Kast. . Strictly qpeakmg,
%ha Indian woman has been_ handi-
capped up till now, either-by, her own
seclution or her lack of co-operation
in the social activities | .qf the
modern age, and this has tended’ to- the -
- inadequate recognition of her progress
in the modern cultural co-operation bet-
" ween the East and the West. The cause
for this lack of recognition cannot be
found in the want of Western education)
In fact, many of our women have beén
educated on Western lines, but they
received the education through the
opiniongted agency of their Westernised
fathers or husbands and used it merely
as a decorative acdomplishmen’c, thus
failing to reveal their txfue personality by
the development of their own inherent
powers nnd potentialities for noble deeds.
{(Ehis paved the way foi' the growth of
two sections of educated women, one of
them forming a handful of \Vestermqed
English-educated women and the other
being a vast number of women steeped
in the culture of‘ medieval India, both
sides living side by side in terms of com-
plete detachment and misunderstand-
ing:’/\

( However, such a state of affairs
cannot last long. ‘Indications of a
great change are apparent in the status
of the Womanhood of India during
recent years. The Indian woman is no
more the shy houseyife that ghe used to
be, nor; has .she become a, thoroubhly
Westernised one\))hndly and indiscrimi-
nately mntatmg all that comes out of
the Weist by way.of fashion or recreation.
The most outstanding feature of the
thodern development of the woman's
movement .in_India, is’that with_ the
gradual infiltration and absorption of
foreign education into their lives,

,theyhave begun to -think and work
‘towards-the betterment of their position

and the breaking-up of a system that
has kept them bound in unjustifiable
limitations. The noble response of our
women to the call of the national renai-
ssance and the active co-operation
that they have»giveri to the cause of
nation—building have automatically
dispelled hampering social bondages and
brought them on - -to the path of
fresh developments in freedom, so that
they already begin to stand on a solidify-
ing basis of self-knowledge. However,
this movement among ocur women does
not go uncriticised altogosher. The more
conservative sections of our community
still level their attacks against it, deem-
ing it the sign of a mere imitation of
the West, furgetting all the while that

-women, having been born in a new age,

have to draw their. life-force from. a
common source of changed conditions.

" Orthodox men still think that the women

of India have lost the ancient glory and

- degradét
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superiority, which their predecessors
had during the_ epic age, and that they
have .sunk to the lowest depths. of
by thelr blind - and base
imitation, Of courqe,,the condition
of our. women. during. -the epw age
was far superior.to what it is now.
But the cause. for the decline of
thlb supenonty durmg later times .is
due to the fact that man’s ideas reg,a,rd-

-ing women have..not .approached the

path of ratlonallty.\'_

The epic age adorned .the pages of
Indian history with a galaxy of brilliant
stars like Sita, Savitri and Damayanti.
Coming to a more recent period of Indian
history, the names of heroic Rajput
women, like Padmun of Ch1ttore and
many others, come to ‘mind. The entire
history of the Rujput race, beginning
from its hey-day of supremacy to its
down-fall through the protracted years
of struggle with the Muhamedan con-
querors of India, is replete with the tales
of bravery and heroism of its women.
The Rajput women fought battles, in-
spired the soldiers with enthusiasm and
love of country,’ took care of the
wounded "and .-fullen, and resisted the
attacks of their enemies on the honour
of their womanhood and the sanctity of
their home. If France seeks glory in a
Joan of Arc and England in a Florence
Nightingale India can feel proud a
thousand times more in noble daughters
like Samjukta, Mahamaya, Chandbibi,
Rani Bhawani, Padmini and Mirabhaj,
who have immortalised the name of their
motherland by their noble qualities of
head and heart, by their stainless purity
and above all by their br)undlpsq love
for humanity.

The spirit of freodom that emsted
among our women from early timeg can

npver be said to _have been altogether

-

inspired by the West, for such a spirit

did not at all exist in Europe till the o N

advent of the. modern era.
bears enough proof_ of this;<The_light of
a new, awakening that so inspires ang
illuminates the .woman. of India_ i ‘
tpso facto, not the result of 8. mere
imitation of the. West but the ‘negessary.
out-come _of ,a _deep and .progressive
realisation of the ancient glory ;;haﬁ
truly belongs to her race and a prepetual
cultural inflorescence that has influ:
enced her through the ages. Apar$
from remaining merely as parts of an
unchanged living pyramid of curiosity
for visitors from abroad, the women of
modern India .have begun to move along
with the met of the times for the
preservation of a distinct individuality
in the realms of religion, literature and
social econmy, nay, even politics, The
in¢orporation of the cultural refine-
ments of Western social system into that
of our own, apart from its advanced
liberalism, is sure to wmark a progres-
sive step in the social regeneration of
modern Indian  women, which will
enable them to appreciate more decply
the cultural gifts of their own mother-
1<md \

/\To sudden revolution, however, can
ever brmg m'i, thorough regenemtlon
of the women of our country ; if it
should be lasting, it has to be a process
of graduali evolutiori}'<Strictly speaking
our women have not yet become fully
gifted to offer the matured gifts of their
ancient culture to humaun civilization.
They have te accomplish many hard
tasks, the most important of them being
the breakmg,-away of the shackles of
harsh unmeaning customs and social
laws, that still keep thom pinned to their

-
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own limited éj)here of domestic life. Yet expenditure of energy entailed in the
Indian women are freer for in a number West by unmeaning luxuries of dress
of ways than their sistsrs in the West, and social amubement\Let there be
who still suffer under the evils of milit- freedom of intiative arfiéng our women,
ant matenahﬂm Were we to ransack wholesome actw;tles at home and
the pages of our past - tradition, we abroad, but let them not forget that they
shall find, that we have ever been are still the worthy descendants of the
enjoined to look upon our women as the heroines of our past; let them live true
" incarnations of the mother-divine and as to the rich legacy that has been left
" the symbols of blessedness- and purity. behind by their divine mothers; and
While condemning the prevalence of then we ‘may be sure that “‘The hand
drab monotony snd joyless isolation in  that rocks the cradle wxn mle the
the muttitude of our Indian wonien, one world’” henceforth, :

never likes to advocate the fruitlee;s '

i

“She had the feeling that a whole epoch was finished for her. T}m 1gnorance
of her youth had died. Sho could never be spiritually ignorant any more Her
spirit had received education. Feeling that, she felt also the necessity that lay
upon her of making a great offort after readjustment. She felt, not only that she
must embark upon a new type-of life, but that she must be new in it. She could
not be just the old person living in a new way. Destiny had been too drastic with
her for that. She would never again be exactly as she had been.

She had had a2 new conception of love, a new conception of life. She had
been made to understand for the first time the inner meaning of unselfishness.
She hoped she would be able to convey something fine, not a cheap merchandise
of the soul.. :

She would have to begin again. How difficult it would be. Hitherto as arule

she had dealt with life confidently. She would not be able to do that now. She
had felt herself to be a young expert. Now she was full of the timidity of
knowledge. Love had taught her to be humbtle. '
‘ The snows seemed so close that she imagined that a fly crawling over them
would be visible to her, And yet there wasa far-away look about them too, a
white, remote unearthliness like that of a vision. And she knew that in human
nature. which loves to wallow, there is neverthless Tooted the strange contradic~
tion, the impulse to mount. Yes, the impulse of the Alpine climber is an impulse
of all humanity, perhaps felt in very rare moments by the greater part of
humanity, but felt at some moment of life by evervone -

(From “The God within him". by Robert chhen%)

THE ROMANCE OF QUEENS
CATHERINE 1l THE SEMIRAMIS OF RUSSIA,
{AN EXAMPLE 5!’-’ PERVERTED GREATNESS)
By N B.

=t

E personality and career
of Catherine II, styled the
Great, Efipress of Russia,
offers . to us a peculiar
interest, unlike that of any
other d&rowned lady of Xurope. A
strong-willed and highly accomplished
Qorman princess, grafted on the Iooseo

out to vovazz. Her love affairs were
the subject of ¢crmmon scandal all over
Europe. :Yat, she lived and ruled long
and vigorously.

-~ SBophia Augusta Frederica Catherine
to give her her full babtismal name, was
the daughter of prince Anhali Zerbsat, a
general in the Prussinn army and  mili-

moral soil of the Russian Tmperial court ¢ tary eommandant at Stettin. She was

she early imbibed all the vicegattendant
theron, and exhibited throughout her

sity and incorrigibility, unexampled in
the annals of modern history. In an
age when the moral code of man was
restricted in theory and that of woman

actually hedged in on all sides by

religion, custom and convenlion,- she
was the only. woman, who had the

audacity to throw convention to ihe

winds.

Though occupying a great throne
and consequently placed in the full
limelight, she flouted pubiic opinionina
manner, which in any other, would have
resulted in the direst.calamities. Her
life was still more remarkable.in the
fact, that she was uniformly obeyed by
her subjects, respected by her royal
neighbours, and extolled by farious men
of letters of her agn.. She posiesed wit

and a will far above the averige, which.

helped her to sail smooth in the ocean
of love-intrigues, through wkich she set

distantly related to the Russian royal
family throuzh her mother. Catberine,

‘long and infamots life, a moral perver-s according tothe. custom prevailing in

princely German f{amilies at the time,
had her oarly education through French
governesses and tutors, and learnt the
refinement, delicacy and feminine ac-
complishments of her age. The then
ruler of Russia, Empress Elizaboth, was
in search of a suitable bride for her
adopted heir, the Archduke Poter, and
her choice fell on Catherine. This was
unaccountable, in view of the fact that
Elizabeth was on terms of bitter enmity
with the great Froderic of Prussia, and
her heir DPeter, being also a German,
though descended through her sister,
entertamed decidedly pro-German feel-
ings. It was believed, however, that

Frederic. himself by o serios of astute

diplomatic . manouvres, had brought -
about the choice. Catheriné was brought
to Russia in her fifteenth vyear and
betrothed to tho grand-duke Peter.
She quickly succesded in ingratiating
herself in the-affections of the Empres:.
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_ With -eagerness, she mastered the
Russian language. She applied herself
s0 hard to her studies, that on several

.occasions, she was observed walking
barefoot in her rooms at night, trying
to remember her lessons. Though
brought up as a staunch Lutheran, she
voluntarily abandoned her faith on

. coming to Russia and joined the Ortho-
dox Russian Greek Church, in whichshe
was re-babtised under the name of
Catherine Alexeyona. Thus, even at
so early an age, she learnt enough of
worldly wisdom to be able to accomp-
lish her ends She related in her
memories that she had resolved to do
whatever had to be done and to profess
to believe whatever had to be believed,
in order to qualify herself to wear the
crown- on which she had set herheart.
She was married to the Archduke in
August 1745,

. The Archduke Peter was "exactly’

the reverse of Catherine in character.
A scion of the house of Holstein, he
could- not conceal his pro-German
tendencies and kept about him his own
Holsteinians, He made no secret of his
contempt for the Russians and succeeded
in making himself thoroughly hated and
unpopular in the country over which he
_ had come to rule. He was coarse,
stupid and delighyed in brutal practical
jokes. Added to these unenviable quali-
ties, his face was disfigured by small-pox.
It was therefore no wonder that his
~brautiful and accomplished wife thought
fit to choose more pleasing companions,
Cleverer and more resourceful than her
husband, burrounded by gallantand hand
some admirers and with the example of
‘her mother-m-la.w s corrupt court, it
‘was easy for her to choose the wrong line
and becoms t~-roughly immoral, The

- Empress, suspecting her conduct, set up
court officials to wateh her, but thos
very custodians were evertually drawn™
into Catherine’s net and becsme loyal
agents of her pleasure and =mbition.
Her husband, though detesi:,%ng her,
also dreaded her, und her abilitiss forced
even him. to rely on her iridgment.
He would fly to her, when c¢unfronted
by any diflicult situation, and implicit-
ly follow her advice, though at other
times he did not scruple to ill-treat her,
even to the extent of kicking her. He
used to address her in his fonder
moments, as "“Madame La Rassource”.
He endeavoured, however, 1o turnthe
Empress against her, and Catherine w as
in danger. Bus, thanks to her bleverne 58
she eventually succeeded in ' ‘regaining
her mﬂuence over her mother-m law.

After ten )years, Catherine gave
birth to a sox;, ‘who was named Paul
-and who afterwards rose to the throne
as Paul - I1I. We find that Catherine
had not thich love to lavisk on the boy

- and; later in his life, rigorously excluded

him from any share in the admmlstra-
tion till the very end of her reign.

The Empress Eh?abeth died in 1752,
and Catherlne, iunrestrained now in her
ambitions projects, ‘began openly to
create her own partv.. Peter, conscicus
of his inferiority - m intelligence and
courage and moat probably afraid for

‘his life, fled w;th his Holsteinians,

leaving Catherine -at -St. Petersburg,
Now was her chance. She set to-.work
with her usual vigour and succeeded in
persunding the -Imperial regiments to
declare Archduke Peter unfit to rule
and proclaim -her the Empress. -This
was easily done, inasmuch as the Orlov
borothers, who controlled the Imperial
guards were her principal lovers. The _

ST

/
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greater part of .the nobility, moreover, -

hated the Archduke, and Catherine had
only to signify her willingness to take
ﬂ\e sole responsibility of the Empire on
her shoulders. Some feeble opposition
was easily beaten down. The Archduke
was captured and sent to a country
house and kept under guard, where he
died shortly afterwards, through what
was officially notified as apoplexy. But
the incident leaves us much in doubf,
and it was not improbablé that he met
his death violently at the hands of his
enemies, -

So, at last Catherine attained her
headt’s desire and became sole Emypress
of Russia. For a small German Prin-
coss, without any hereditary claim, to
rule independently and successfuly over
the largest Empire in the ‘world with
the loyal concurrence of her subjects,
was a feat demanding the highest pow-
ers of command and. organisation.
Catharine, however, was equal to the
occasion. She kept her subjects in good
humour, averting any possibility of
discontent and trouble,  She possessed
an easy and tolerant spirit. She was
never irritated with . anyone for merely
contradicting her. . But, when she
thought that the security of the state or
her own authority was at stake, she did
not scruple to utilise the barbarous
methods, then in vogue, of mufilation,
tarture and death to redlice opposition.
She introduced many reforms into her

_internal administration, in fact too

many to be able to complete any, which
‘she left to ‘her successors to tackle.
Her foreign policy was mainly directed
towards the further expansion ~and
groatness of Russia. - She desired to
annex Poland and rule it through her

old lover Stanislaus, whose election to
the Pohsh throne she was instrumental

in procuring. 'But, the' jealotisy and

insistence of her mneighbours, Prussia
and Austria, led her to consent to its
partition among them and to its final
obliteration from the map of Europe.
This was the most shameful political
act of her time, to which ‘even England
and France remained dumb witnesses.-
She constituted herself the protector of.
the Christian subjects of the Porte and
sent an expedition against it, but.
abandoned it afterwards, on account of
the jealously and opposition of the
Western European powers, Her pé]iticalA
philosophy was like that which guided -
her private life and, hating any system,
she believed that a_strong rules must
ever be guided by circumstances. ‘
Catherine was fond of writing and'
she prnduood many pamphlets, plays
and other works. But her best literary
merit lies in her letters, which reveal an
uncommon vivacity, insight and wit,
She carried on a correspondence with:
Voltaire and other literary celebrities of
the period. She showed her appreciation
of them also by large gifts, and utilised
them as a means of spreading her repu--
tation. The celchrated Voltaire spoke
of her as a philosophic personality far
above the common laws of chastity and-
convention, Next to Pecter the Great,
she was the most powerful ruler- of
Russia ; and, unlike Peter, she did not
stop with introducing merely utilitarian
reforms, but extended her spheres: of
public activity into the realms of litera.
ture ‘and art. To her, ‘belonged the
credit of raising Russia to a lovel with
Europe intellectually and artistically.
In her time and by her example, the
Russian  nobles attained -refinemers
and began to adopt French ‘ideals add
conceptions in their life and thoun‘ht e

"ii.8he 'died in November Ir% in
the'67th year of her age. ; -

§



MY VILLAGE FOLK*

By K. T. KRISHNASWAMI AYYANGAR M.A.

VWORLD within the world
is the wvillage. It is a
veritable microcosm of life
and civilization and holds
o within its wide embrace
diverse castes and creeds, several occu-
pations and interests. The followers of
Vishnu, the protector of the world, hold
allegiance to the Perumal temple, and
the devotees of Siva, the lord of final
destiny, to the Iswara temple of the
_village. Yet the two deities are one;
the wise ones know it even among the
common folk, saying “Hari and Siva are
one, and dust in his mouth who knows

it not.” Besides these two major Gods,

are innumerable minor village deities
for the populace. To all these the
village looks up for counsel and protec-
tion, Their several names bespeak their
relations to the people and their bene-
fact’ons. They are the givers of rain
and corn, healers of diseases, averters
of pestilence and drotectors of cattle
and men. They have their rounds of
festivals in the proper seasons, when all
the village is merged in one mighty
. fellowship of mirth and devotion.

On the outskirts of the village
dwell the lowliest and the last, God’s
own poor, from whose race sprang
Nanda like the lotus from the miry
pool. Truly has the poet sung: “Here
is the foodstool and there rest thy feet
where live the poorest and lowliest and
lost,” The Lord Siva himself, it was
siid, came with his consort and atten-
dants in the manner and shape of these

lowly ones to complete the yaga of a
high-born devotee who prayed for a
vision of God’s form., The tradition is
still renewed every year in a South
Indian village of tho coming of the
Ganga in honour of a brahmin devctee's
offer of drink to a thirsty outcast. And,
among the Lord’s greatest devotees, are
not some of the choicest pearls from
this community ? These are the ancients
of the land, whose antique instruments
of music are typical of their old
race aud culture. What slow and silent
processions of civilizations do they
not quicken into life by their strange
sounds and harmonies? The uncanny
beats and rhythms of the tom-¢oms have
in them still the weird crescendos of
some funeral or bloody sacrificial
orgies of a remote primitive race, while
the shrill notes of the w.nding bugle
echo perhaps the rallying yells or
war-cries of wild marching hordes
under the flare of torches at night.
Hence the romance of these instruments
when they now sound in the village, call-
ing people to work and to worship, or
announcing the perils of flood or fire.

Nearer still are the hamlets of the
ordinary professionals of the village,
the barber and the dhoby, the carpenter
and the smith, the potter anrd the
oilman, the toddy-drawer and the

shepherd, the trader and the serf. The

village is like a clock, wheels within

* A chapter from *Sketches of South Indian
Life,” to b publi ghcd shortly.
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wheels inside, all moving and co-

‘operating, pushing on the hand of life

on the wonderful dial of time. In the
village, no man or trade is mean, how-
ever humble or low. Each fulfils his or
its dharma in the grand economy of
God's kingdom,

Samu, the chatty old barber and

physician living by the tank, is the first

of the brocd of village professionals,
The fluppai tope, where ho and his
relations thrive, is the nows-shop of the
village where the tempting wares of
gossip and scandal are retailed and sold
for consideration other than money. But
BSamu, with his characteristic salutation,
is the envy of many in the village, in
respect of his devotion to his own
dharma., In his advancing age, he
turned a vanaprastha, going on pilgrim-
age to Tirupati in the north and to Rame-
swaram in the south and ending if all
with kambascrvai among his own kith
and kin. Though his hand shakes at

.this time of his age, it has not lost its

hoaling charm. It can still feel the
feeble pulse and search out the bafiling
devil of disease. Samu’s good sons are
tho reputed pipers and drummers whose
performances delight the wvillages in
times of festival and marriage. '

Close to Samu in space and piety is
Mekkan, the dhoby, with his peculiar
stoop, the impress of his profession. IHe
is honest, but not now efficiont., Hence
perhaps the saying, ‘‘seek an old barber,
but a new dhoby”. Mekkan loves kis
toiling wife dearly, and she loves the
donkey that bears all the clothes so
patiently.. Out of the circuit of their
love and work flows the current of
village cleanlinoss, Mekkan supplies
ags for torches and clothes for pandal

decdrations of the temple and the home,
He is also the unoflicial soothsayer of
the villager. On him desconds Kali at
the annual festival in her honour. The
whole village hangs on his lips in awe
and silence foz-<thz. predictions of this
terrible guardian of the soil.

Not far from Mekkan does Velan,
the potter, ply his humble work in his
loin cloth all day long, from mmorn .
to dewy eve. With his back arched like
that of the elephant, he worships in the
Ayyanar temple. Velan makes bricks,
barns, pots, lamps, horses and idols,
He has his share of village reputation
as a doctor for fractures and swellings,
For certain skin diseases, his clay
smearings or ‘writings’ are of wondrous
efficacy. Though skilful of hand, poor
Velu is not exempted from the pro-
verbial stupidity attributed to his race.
Yet there was Thirumilakanta, one of
the Lord’s chosen, in this race of potters,
Velan's only rival on this doubtful score
is Rama Konan, the shepherd and
veterinary surgeon, whose intelligence,
people humorously say, rests on his
lumpish neck. It was a shopherd,
who once went to hear the street katha
and came home with a different story
altogether from therest, The cowherds
and shepherds, whom Raman represents,
are a very useful class well-versed in
the art of breeding and training cows
and bulls. Raman is their hcadman and
he is called in the village by the
honorific kona e,

Velan’s neighbours are Kasi Chotty
and Kunji Rowthan. Kasi Chetty iz
the amiable oilman whose brain, one
supposes, is as oily as his body and rai-
ment. Daily in the carly hours of the
morning, he yokes his 'bulls te the. oil-
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mill whose creaking and squeaking starts
the busy housewives of the wvillage on
their daily rounds of labour in their
homes. The toiling women in their
scolding moods compare themselves to
Kasi’s bulls, which go round and round,
wearily turning the pestle and c¢hurning
the oil seeds. Kasi Chetty’s wife is a
clever hand at business, unlike her
husband who, when off duty, will stand
with vacant lnoks in wide-mouthed
admiration at her clever sales, from a
half-spoon to a potful of oil for grain or
for money. Kunji Rowthan is the
Mohammadan jack-of-all-trades, with
his double inheritance of religion and
manners. He is half Hindu and half
Mohammadan, He 1is a cultivator,
money-lender, broker and wholesale
vendor of grains and chillies in their
proper seasons. Kunji is the only link
in the village with foreign parts across
the seas. His son Batcha has gone to
Rangoon for trade, in accordance with
the saying of Auvvai, the village
poetess, ‘‘Seek wealth even by traver-
sing the stormy seas’’. Batcha sen\&s
money regularly to his father, and oc-
casionally come mats, shoes, umbrellas
and trinkets to their Brahmin landlnrd.
People often point to Kunji as an ideal
husbandman of tarift and industry,
Kunji’s inancial adviser is Saman-

‘na, the dreaded village teacher with liis

big round sandal pasto aund Aunkwnain
marks on the forchead, Heisa con-
noisseur in snuff, and, while the children
attribute all his anger tn the brown

powder in his suuff-box, the older folk.

losk to it as the replenisher of their
noedy mnoses. SBometimes ho strikes
terror into the simple village people by
his meticulous white stripes of ash on
his arms and body .and by the big

rudralsham garland round his neck. He
is a man of many livings, being a bit o!
an astrologer, doctor, and exoreist, ia
addition to his oceasional dutiez as a
relieving manager of the village chou -
try, or pujari of the little Ganesh te nple
of the Cornor Lane,

Under the spreading banyan tree,
toils Shanmugam, the village blacksmiti,
forging ploughshares, nails, bolts and
nuts, and making sickles, knives, spades,
crowbars and wheel-rims. His work
makes his body charcoal-dark, and he
merrily plays the puchands to children
in the evening while sitting at his betel.
But his colleague, the carpenter yonder,
is neither so terrible nor so hard-work-
ing. He is Torachami the Unready,
well-known among thoe villages far and
near as the maker of fine toys for child-
ren and of big wooden elephants and
horses for temple festivals, The huge
car he designed for the Krishna Temple
of yonder town is a marvel of skill and
workmanship., He is abreast of the
times and makes also wheels and carts
of the newost Pondicherry patterns.

All these people meet by chance at
the village shop owned by Supparavalu,
the village postman, but managed by
Ponni, his shrewish wife. Every after-
noon, Supparayalu will act for his wife
at tho stall, strangely enough reading
the songs of Tayumanavar and Pattina-
tar, the minister and the merchant who
renounced the world and became wande-
ring mendicants, Supparayalu's good
neighbours and friends are Somu and
Yonnu Pattan, the rival village gold-
smiths, henest only as far as goldsmiths
can possibly be. The village dames say
—“Though mother's gold, goldsmiths
will steal just a little for the nonce.”
For their profession’s sake, perhaps !

9
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But KXovalu or Gopal, the mason, is
a clever and honest fellow. Ho 18
the architect of the village who knows
the shasiras for his art. He can
give you the plan for a hous>or town
without reference to boolk or paper.
They are all in his mind. He it is who
put up the swmai {angi (burden rest), the
stone seats and the water-troughs on

“the trunk road for charity.

The little palm-leafed ‘hut in the
secluded ercoanut tope is the dwelling,
place of Muniyan, the toddy drawer,
with his bag and belt indispensable for
his tree-climbing and toddy-drawing.
¥e is sinewy and dark and agile of body.
He climbs up the palm-trees like a
monkey. Muniyan’s wife, Valli, is the
mistress of the toddy-shop, where at
sunset the humble village celebrates the
mighty armistice of their lives' daily
hattle for bread. Valli can well control
a whole herd of head-turned drunkards
with her stout and boisterous tongue.
Muniyan apd Valli are very useful to
the villagers in the rainy season, with
the leaf overcoats they supply for a
trifling charge. ‘They also make roofs
for houses and pandals with palmyra or

cocoanut fronds,
But the cocoanut tope has an uncan-

ny repubation of being the rendezvous of
village thieves and komavarthuns or
cattle-lifters, who cannot do without
‘cc\.dd?, the favourite drink of their gods,
These * gentlemen of the shade and
minions of the niocon” ply their trade,-as
if by immemorial right and under divine
chartecr. They boast themselves to be
the surviving representatives of an an-
cient and museful art wlhich, they say,
was o means of promoting vigilance and
courage on the one hand and checking
inhuman avarice or azgression on the

“other.  Even the art of thieving, one

should learn and then forget’’ says the

Indian proverb. The village suffers

little from these professional thieves

and iseven proud of the heroics of

QOzan, their leader. They are a sort

of Reserve Police maintained by

annual subsidies, on the well-founded

political priaciple, “‘sot a thief to cateh

a thief.” They, at any rate, add to the

romance of village life. Akin ta this

semi-suspicious fraternity, are the few

Luravars, who live on the barost of the
barron tracts away from all other

human dwellings. They seem to bear on

their foreheads some immemorial curse.

They need little of earth’s nourishing

things or of humanity’s tender gifts of

love and charity. They thrive, poor

wretches, tough and bare like tho date

or the palm in the desert. The men

hunt squirrels and foxes and the women’
make baskeis and mats of bamboo

gplints or date leaves. They are an idle

and savage race, the remnants of an

arrested species of very primitive
humanity. }

All these vagrants are under the
surveillance of Xandan, the wily
Talatyuri, the village beadle. lle is
the Detective Ofiicer of tho village with
his big regulation lathi, insigninef his
oftice.  Ile is a scout by day and
somtinel. by night, watehing  every
vagrant man or beast, Kandan himself
is under the consrol of the maniyam or
the viilage munsiif and the fw nam,
his auxiliary, both powerful in tho
village, one administering civil justice,
and the other looking after the land and
revenne,

e

nere now passes before the mind’s
eve o motley band of village farmers
and labourers, the tenders of cattle and
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tillers of land—Annamalai and his,

hard-working sons, Avadai and his
silent wife, Murugan and his pair of
patient bulls, and others of this humble
train without number. Because of
them, their honesty and their old world
virtues, the skies still rain in due season,
and because of their industry and care,
earth still yields her plenty, They -ar

“the guardians of Lakshmi, for they are
tho producers of real wealth, The gods
and goddesses are their god-fathers and
god-mothers., Does not Venkatesa, the

lord of the seven hills, still carry the

wound on his forchead for having help-
ed o pregnant woman by carrying her
share of earth on his head? Was not
Nanda assisted by Siva’s host in digring
the tank at Tiruppangur ? There is
'fmthmg the gods will not do for their
devoted children, whoever they may bo.

Their comrade_inspirit is Unc'hu-‘

varti Simachar of the Brahmin street,
who, like these humble folk, does his
God-allotted duties in their turn and
time. “Even the sun may fail in his
duties, but not this man in his”, say tho
village people. His life may seem a
hard rock of routine and tradition, but
fow know the artesian-like—~spring of
good will and prayer that flows unseen
and unheard from his heart, quietly
irrigating the collective - mind of the
village. An early riser can hear him
go to the tank before cock-crow, in fair
weather or foul, reciting slokas or
chanting hymns, Everything from the
washing of his teeth to his worshipping
at the temple is done in a most perfect
and charming manner. There is art,
poetry and religion in" all his life of
thought, word and deed. Though poor

for himeelf, he isrich for the village. :

The renovation.of the temple and the

stone-paved steps for the village tank
are his work. He is never idle. The
littla garden by the tank and temple is
his. He grows tulasi, kusu grass,
flowers and cotton, Between him and
hiz old widowed sister, they manage all
the flowers for worship and adornment
at tho temple. It is a sight to see him,
whether sitting on the tank bund in
morning or evening meditation, or going
in the strect with his begging vessel at
noon. He is the Open Door to that
Inner Land where God Himsself is sun
and moon, sky and stars., Like Kuchela
of old, but with the vision of mansion
and riches only in another world than
this, Simachar's life moves quietly on in
the peace and plenty of the contented
heart.

Of all the village folk, the muoust
interesting is Visiam the wise in the
agraheram, and the most pitiable is
Lechumi the desolate in the Sudra
quarters. Of Visiam in some other
place. Lechumi is the ironical god-
child of Lakshmi the Coldess of Fortune.
The most pathetic, no, no, the most
hervie, though destitute, iz this one
fumbiing' along the streets with her
stick. It is years since her only sur-
viving son ran away, nobody knows
where. With neither bhusband nor

‘'son in her age to lean on, there is no

complaining or cursing in her sore
heart. With eyes that once saw, daily
she looks to tho sl cv—for that is still
her temple—and lifts her heart, ever
burning with mother’s love, to Lord
Surya, the Wanderer in tho three

' worlds, and implores him to bring back

her strayed one. When =he comes along
in the étreots, the women folk pause in
wonder at her resolution and indepen-
dence, and gladly listen to her prayerful

o
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cry, “The one ‘ho planted,  will all. Tven the ants come for their share

He not alsy water the plant?” They
freely give their mile and earn the
blessings of this blind old Lechumi, who

.
sings

O Joy thet gives joy
To tho ignorant znl the learned!
O Eye thsil gives sight
To the blind and the gesing
O PRoosn that blesses
The able and infirm!
O Inteltigence thaf iliumines
The foolish and 4he wise!
O Justice that deals evenly
With the good and the badl
O Bliss that davozs -
E Before all 4he universel

- from the sonps of Swami Ramalings,

the renowned Saint of the Tamil Land.
The vxllage is God's owrn land and
the villago folk urvut:od & own people,
Their life has the plemenml simplicity
and grandeur of God's Nature. Riches
and poverty rest side hy side, as life’s
necessary complenients, which set love
and service in motion. The seasons in
their delightful round bring to the
village their variod charms, weavinig
many a beautiful pattern of Life in the
loom of Time. The harvest season in

particular is a time of rejoicing for all,

the birds of the airand beasts of tho
field included; for on the threshing
floor it is God who measures out uato

of Earth’s plenty, or svataniram and
return in joy. There is only one other

=eason in the life of the village, when

all differencos are merged ina sea of
freedom and joy. That isthe annual
temple festival with iis erowning Car
Day. The huge temple car imprinis
itself on the mind and heart of the
village as the symbol of life in iis
wondrous varioty and complexity. The
swoodan chariotesr at the helm and the
four wqoden horzas leaping under his
whip are there, not to make the car run,
but to complete the symbolism of lifs.
When the deity rides in the ear, the
Brahmin and the parial: down below are
united in ene bend of common devotion
and mutual love., ‘“Men may fight and
men may wrangle, but [ come down in
your midst to make you love Me and
thus love one another” is the silent
whisper in devoted hearts, amidst the
moving shouts of men and the rumbling
roll of the car, while in the mind of the
dreamer rise the strains:
*«Here, to-day, bchold the whole

universe, movable and immovable gtand-

ing {n eae in My body, O Gudakesa, with

aught olse shou desirest {o sce.

But verily thou art noi able o be-

hold Me with these thine eyes; ths divine

eyo I give unto thee. Bohold My sove-

reign Yoga."



EDITOR'S NOTES.

1. THE UPLIFT -OF WOMEN. -

We pubiish in this issue a group
picture of the first Samantha conference;
in which for the first time women of the
Nilambur palace have come forward.:
We publish also a photo of Sreemati

Parwathi Nemminimangalam, who was’

co-opted as a special mewber in connec-

tion with the Nambudiri bill. During the

discussion of this bill,~ the still very
back-ward condition of the Nambudiries
was deplored, and it was specially
pointed out that woman were the worst
sufferers. The community was decaying
in numerical strength, as a result of the
custom which prohibited” the marriage
within the caste of-the junior members
of Nambudiri families., - o

“While the condition of the junior

members was pitiable, the women werse
the worst sufferers, The last relic of
savage slavery was found in a comfort-
less Nambudiri “Zilam (family), The
Nambudiri _ dntharejanams (women)
were really more ~,(191:)1'«?:53(3(1 “than the
Tulayas and’ Parayas. They had no
voico in maiters relating ts their marri-
ages, and it was not.an. unusual- thing
for a girl in her teens to be given in
marriage to a decrepit oid man of 70, to
bo his third or fourth wife. Marriags
was merely a. commercinl transaction,
and love was 'not‘a factor that counted.
The rule that onty the eldest male mem-~
ber should marry within the community
has resulted in -countless misories
for young women, who lived in a
‘veritable hell’ either yoked to decrepit
husbands, or doomed to be life-long

spinsters. - There was no salvation for
the community unless, and until, .caste
marriages.for junior members were lega-
lised, and poljfgmny ‘was prevented.
Parents now dreaded the birth of a girl,
as marringe was such a very difficult
problem to solve. (irls were neglected
from their véry birth and were not even
fed, or cared for, properly, as ‘they were
only destined for service as drudges in
some one's kitchen for life,”

Such matters as the above are apt
to be very very depressing. In spite of '
our modern-day demand for equality
with men in evex’:yt}iihg, ,oné_véannot dis-
guise the sad fact that oir women aro
not yet quite fit for that equality. But
this does not mean that our women will
always be unfit. Were there not great
women among them before? Wasthere
not unfituess in other parts of the world
among women, and had it not to be
fought against and removed? And can it
not be so removed a.niong us?  Besides,
some of the unfitness is due; not to the
inability cnthe part of women to become
so fit, but tothe standards of fitnoess im-
pressed on them., It cannot be deuied
that many of the latter ars Western,
stamped uncoutily upon au  Itasiern
suriace, Itis up to every Tudian to unite

-together in finding a correct ideal,

imo and again have the needs of

Indiun women been written upon; and

"1t i3 not at all necessary here 6o enum-

erate them or enlarge upou them., Let
us just ~ toueh on a  few factors.
First and foremost among =uch is, we
think, co-education between the two,

it
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Srimathi Nemminimangalam, a Nambudiri lady, who
has been appointed as a Special Member of the Cochin
Legislative Council to help the council when the Nambu-
diri Bill is discussed.

Photo :— Indian News Agency, Srirangam. .
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sexes from child-hood upwards, with o -
gpecial  curriculwm avtached after a
certain standard for women, in home and
vocational training., Physical training
whould be a necessary feature, as well as
moral and religious instruction for boys
z'md girls. At the same time, compulsory
cducation up to tho primary standard at
least should be insisted upon, and ‘proper
inspecsion and direction of such should
be thought very -necessary. Not only
‘should the standard .of teaching b»
raised, but also the selection of teachers
“should be fixed .on a higher level than
at present. After the primary standard,
steps should-be taken for an efiicient
home-educative system, so that culture
can be impartéd to Purdah women as
well. And.in.this connection, we can--
‘not help touching upon Muslim womei.
A protinent’ lady among them has
_ recently said: - “The Hindu women have
" availed themselves of modern education
"and étarted' on the road to progress. It
" is a historical fact that Muslim women
in early days were well versed in Isla-
mic history and theology. But the
present-day Muslims had neglecéted tho
holiest precept of their Holy prophet,
consigned their women-folk to ignorauce
and. the back-ground, and have thus
damaged their national life. Can igno-
their

rant Mustim mothers bring up
childeen in comformity avith the diving
doetrines and in  aceosrdance with the

needs of onr nalional life ? It was, there-
fore, higkiy mcumbent upon all Muslims

to awaken themselvos to the require-

ments of natiznal Tife; and to arrange
for the cducation of future Muslim

motiors,”
,@Vhen the minds

wonien are trained, their
ence is hound to bo of uee; but even

and bnodies of

social influ-

[
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there, training is necessary. Social re-
form in recognised matters such as child-
marriage, the abolition of dowries, the
taking-away of purdah, and widow re-
marriage must be thought upon and
worked for. Then, thers is the removal
of untouchability, in which cause no one
can work s> woll as wom.en) It was
interesting that this subject formed one
of the matters touched pon at the sixth
All-India  Women's conference. To
quote from a spesker there, “To
treat a person as an untouchable was a
erime against humanity. There wagneed
for systamatic and organised exertion
in this direction if they were to succeed.
Swaraj would be a- delusion so long as
any single perscn in the land was treated
as an untouchable. . A spirit of patroni-
ging would not do anything and the
women delegates present should do their
utmost to preach and practice the
removal of untouchability.”

Then again, union among Indian
women is vory'necéssars}, In this con-
fiection, I would like to mention an act-
ivity of the co-operative - movement.
As the Indian Social Rofornmer saidi—

“The new system must be one of
(;omnion Jabour for. .the forvice of all .
and the welfare of ail. Production
must be pla wed and carried on to satis-
fy ‘the needs of man kind. Al must
have equal rights and equal duties and
none be able to live at the expense of

others,

“ Buclt a svetem exists to~-day in the
co~operative movoment, whoso memhors
unite {o open shops which they own in
comnion; thev huy their goods for them-
selves, finance their own undertakings
by their small share-holdings, and when
they have an  organised 'demand buil
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up their productive undertakings, so
that what is produced is always of an
amount and kind that their members
can consume. At tho end of the year,
the house-wives receive back a groater
part of the profit or surplus, which their
purchases have created, and what is
left still belongs to them, still remains
the common property of the Co-opera-
tive community. _

“I urge all house-wives to help
themselves by uniting with the men and
women of their land, as members of Co-
aperative societies throughout the world,
who control their own resources, and
are moulding that new system Wwhich is
already giving reality to the old, saying
‘Bach for all' and all for each’. Help
to build up this movement, to develop
it, take your places in its counsels, in
its work for construction, and you will
be doing a worthy service to your child-
ren. Out of the insecurity of today build

-up a world of security and peace.” ‘

It may not be out of place here to
mention the necessity there is for en-
couraging and supporting indigenous
industries. As Mrs. Hussain said at
the Women’s Conference:—

“A thing towards which I should
Jdike to draw the attention of my sisters,
is the support of our local industries.
India is the poorest country in the whole
world, and the world-wide cconomic

. depression of the last two years has
- almost  ruined our cultivators and
- artizans’.

The advance of women in industry,
and the emancipation of working women
are other crying needsin India., In this
connection, one would like to quoto
what Lenin said about the position of
women in the Soviet Govornment and
their skill in production. He said:~—

“This problem was set on the boards
in 1931 with special acuteness, in con-
nection with the mass attraction of
women into industry. The People’s
Commissariat of Labour was directed to
determine in what branches of industry
female skilled labour could be utilized..
And in this, horizons for woman were
opened, of which she would not even
have dared to dream in pre-revolutiona-
ry Russia, Woman has secured access
to the crafts of electric repair-man,
electrician, engineer in mining, engraver
turner and a number of other specialities
in the metal industry, highly-skilled
crafts in the chemical, textile and food
industries, . :

“The advancement of women to Tes-
ponsible work in industry is extremely
important.. The working woman receives

the job of master-workman, of assistant-

director, director. The working woman
has fully justified. the hopes set on

‘her by the Soviet.government. She is not

only becoming a skilled worker in indus-
try, but is beginning to play a leading
part in our socialist construction. ‘

“The attraction of womon into
active, creative work has radically
changed their psychology, While in
Tsarist Russia the woman-~worker regar-
ded it as her great good fortune to do
house-work and not to go to work in
the lawful. factory, which ruined her
Life, now she sees the fundamental
meaning of life in productive, socinlly-
usoful work.. She is struggling determi-
nedly for eommunity-housing, nurseries,
kindergartens, public dining-rooms,
publie laundries, for now conditions of
life, which set woman free from  hous®
hold, unproductive labour.”

Care must bo taken, however, to
avoid antagonism between men and

12
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women as much as possible, and such

g vision shunned, as was inferred Intely

by an Indian paper from the speech of an
Indian lady, a vision “in which women
will form the intellectual class, while
men drudge in offices to prowide money
for running the home.” We do not want
“man, after completing his ordinary edu-
cation, to settle down asthe financing
agency and woman to pursue higher
studies and devote herself to art and
literature.” Such a system will be worse
than the present one, :
We want equality as mueh as
possible, 4

“ 2. FRANCHISE FOR INDIAN
" WOMEN. -~ ’

In these strenuous times, when all
over India, the basis for the discussion
of all-important questions is the group
or corporate body, individual cries rais-
ed here and there in assent or dissent of
propositions advanced will not be of
much avail. Yet, are not individuals
the units of association? And is it not

true that ‘“‘every mickle makes a

muckle’?

© The f)robl@m of the Franchise is one
of the most all-important questions of
the day; and it stands to reason that we
women ‘“‘on the basis of our admitted
and declared equality on all matters
relating to franchise, representation or
employment”, can claim as much right
to vote asmen. And yet, conditions
being as they are, it cannot _but be that
women will be placed at & much greater
disadvantage than men in 1nost of the
qualifications supplied for franchise.
Tt remains for Indians therefore, men as
well as women, to find somo system by
which equality ean be formed and
maintained.  Property-holding, even

- when nominal, will make the right of

voting unavailable for many women in
India. It was suggested, therefore, that
the wives and widows of men entitled
t5 vote under the property qualification
should alss be enfranchissd, It {sargu- '
el that such a syssem will be the right
o1e {or several reazons, one being that
most of the aduls women in India are
married; another that very few married
women hold property or pay taxes in
their owa name and therefore thatit
will ba impossible otherwise to adjust
thz level betwesn men and women
voters, Yeta third reason is advanced
that, since the majority of women in

. India are illiterate and uneducated and

thersfore probably not able to under- .
stand the responsibility of voting at all,
it is easier for wives to got their tuition
in this matter from their husbands than
from other people. :
~ But, it may beurged, will men really
take tho trouble to teach their wives?
The answer will be that very few of
them will do it, if we judge by the exist-
ing standard of the comparative indiffe-
rence of the ordinary Indian to his wo=
men. Then again, is it not likely that
a man will influence his wife, uncons:-
ously it may be, to vote in the same
way that he does? If she is illiterate
enough to want teaching from him on
the subject, it stands to reason that she
will be inexperienced enough not to be
able to decide for herszelf. Moreover,
wives and widows have less time at their
disposal, immersed as they arein domes-
tic matters, than unattached women.
What acain of the claim of the difforent
wives of one man? Why should the
gsenior wifo alone have the right fto
vote? And why by such admissions
should polyvgamy be enccuraged? What
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about the deserted or divorced wife?
Again, are there not unmarried women
in India, and is their number not likely
to increase in modern days, owing to the
econonic troubles of the country, and
owing also to the fact that women are
understanding more and more that
I_nari:ia,go is'not the end and aim of their
lives ? No doubt, the standard of litera-
cy suggested will include the best of un-
married women; but then all nnmarried
women need not be literate,

For this very reason, isit right to
base tho citizenship of women on their
relationship as consorts of men? Isthis
not absolutely contrary to our proud
claim for Equality as independent of any
question of sex? I think it is, and
graduates, who claim to have some edu-
cation at least, should stringently opposs
this system  altogether, as absolutely
unworthy of their standards. The com-
mitteo of 1931-32 of the Madras Women
Graduates” Union advances that ‘‘an
enfranchisement of married women is a
recognition of the family unit as the
basis of natural life, and of the equal
partnership of men and women in that
unit”’. This may be so; but the com-
mittes has evidently forgotton that
there are other units !in a family than
that of mere husband and wife, and that
equality of representation should not
mean equality of partnership ofr
husband and wife alone. As we have
often said, domestic responsibilities
should be the first dutyof woman; but
that does not mean that all claims should
be based on such alone,

Therefore, we agree with the All-
Indid~Women’s conference, and with
the Women's Associations of Bombay,
Madras, the U, P., and other parts

of India, when they lay down ‘“that a
woman should be a citizen by lier own
right and her rights of citizenship should
not be based on an extraneous qualifica-
tion like wmarriage’’. And this can best

be gained by the - principle of adult-

franchise;)

The suggestion that there should be
a literacy test does not find favourin
the eyes of many penple, as then women
will be placed at a greater disadvantage
than men. But then, it should be reco-
gnise-l that, if women are so placed, it
is up to them to remedy the situation
by seeing that such a disadvantage is
lessened by increased education and
therefore by the raising of their stand-
ard of literacy. We think that, ifa
limit is thought necessary to the num-
ber of electorate forces, it should be not
that of property or tax-paying, but of a
certain standard of literacy. The higher
education test is, of course, impossible,
Some people have suggested the primary
standard. In that case, education to that
standard must be made compulsory for
women, Some others have suggested tho
test of being able to read or write a page
in any language. ‘This seems to be quite
a good standard; but then it is also said
that education can be judged by other
tests than these;* that culture may be
through other ways, viz, the eye and the
ear; and that school standards can never
really estimate an individual’s intellig-
ence or efiiciency. This is certainly
true; but then it also stands to reason
that in these modern days every man
and woman worth his or her name,
thinks it necesscry to read and write
something. In any case, some - sort of
education should he the test, be it read-
ing, writing, or power of understanding

EDITOR’S NOTKES

I would suggest centres of teaching
on public matters for illiterate-people,
men and women, all over villages and
towns. And the final standard should
be ability to be able to understand and
interpref. But this should not deterior-
ate merely into an ezamination test.
The evil is that such are so apt to dese-
riorate in these davs of utilitarianism
and mechanical standardisation. Baut, if
this can be avoided by a kindlier system
of question, answer and testing, great
results can be achieved. There isno
doubt that many of our poorest and most
illiterate women are kcenly interested in
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such things, as can be gauged at once
by an informal talk with them. They
are very enthusiastic about all such
matters; and it isuptec us, educated
women, to divert this interest info the
correct channel. What wonders may not
he achieved if this is done? Then alone
can the adult suffrage which we want
now,bo the correct and ideal one. Then
alone can we, women of India, proudly
and worthily c¢laim and carry out the
demand for equality, which we are now
advancing, rightly it is true, but some-
what impracticably.

“THE TONE OF VOICE"

It is not so much what you say,
As the manner in which you say it;
It is not so much the language you see,

c Al the tone in which you convey it.

‘ “Come here!” I sharply said,
And the baby cowered, and wept,

- ""Come here” I cooed, and she looked and smiled,.

And straight to wmy lap she crept.

Whether you know it or not, whether you mean or care,
Tenderness, kindness, love and truth, envy and anger are there.
So if you would quarrels avoid, and in peace and love r e]()lca,
Keep anger not only out of your words,

But keep it out of your voice.

} From the Treasure Chest.
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THE MADRAS

SEVA SADAN

BY PADMINI SATTHIANADHAN

SPENT a pleasant hour,
one afternoon, visiting the
Madras Seva Sadan. The
Jbuilding is situated in a
‘large compound, with spe-
cious playgrounds, shadowed by beauti-
ful trees, where the students can lead a
healthy open-air life. The first sight
that greeted me was a number of girls
and young women playing out-of doors,
and the first inprossion I received was
that the Seva Sadan was an ideal
and happy institution. To quote some
words from the Report of the Madras
Seva Sadan, the Institution *‘is a direct
living response to a most poignantly
urgent demand peculiar to modern
India, the demand of young women
feaking an individual independent life,
for education and cultural advancement,
impelled by the urge of self-expression.
It is a response which is steady, efficient
and cerfain, bhecause it is organised and
systematised”.

The Seva Sadan is not only for
well-to-do . girls, but for *‘despairing

oung women' as well, such as poor .
y

widows, orphans and deserted wives.
The school does not satisfy itself by

giving mere education, like that impar-

ted in other standard schools; for, besides
a general -and literary education, it
teaches the girls lace work, necedle-work,
sewing, cuiting, weaving, embroidery,
jigna and rattan work, so that a
woman, on leaving the premises after
her five years’ course, is fitted to earn
her own livelihood, either by teaching,
or setting up her own business in any of

these useful handicrafts. There is 0
doubt that tirere is a great need in Indda
for our womon to be trained morein
industrios. Merc attainment of degrees
is not going to help our country very
much in the future. It is training in
vocational fields, such as useful trades,
that will be of most use and most pay-
ing to those who wish to earn their own
living. The Seva Sadan, therefore, is
doing a great work in providing scope
for Indian women to learn a useful
occupation. Those girls, who do not
wish to take up a trade are trazined to
becoms nurses, mid-wives or teachers
after studying up to the Fourth form.

The Madras Seva Sadan consists of
a large main building, and five little

cottages, where the students hops soon

to reside. Donaticns for other cottages
have been promised. The scheme is to
use tho cottagoes as hostels, each helding
12 to 13 girls, and to arrange that every-
one of them should be the house-keeper
of her cottage in turn, =0 that she may
be trained in home-making, and be fully
equipped to manage her own establish-
ment in later life,

The school is divided into two
groups, Literary and Industrial. In
the former, students are taught to the
end of the fourth form in English, and
up to the eighth standard in Telugu and
Tamil, Permission to open the V & VI
forms has already been securcd. Those
taking up any form of industry only
study up to a certain section on the
literary side.

5]

THE MADRAS SEVA SADAN.

RATTAN CLASS.
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THIE MADRAS

and put up for sale,

The institution is undar the able
management of Mrs, Venkata Subba
Rao, who is the Honorary (General Se-

cretary and Treasarer, Theroisa regnlar

~paid staff, and the school is reengnised

by Government, The success of the Seva

Sadan can be gauged by the rapid in-’

Fivy

crease inits pupils. Three yearsago there
were only seven., Today there are 172
besides 70 day-scholars. 37 women have

!
found situations after leaving the school.

F

[

SEVA SADAN

From the abave short acecount, it
will be seen that _ﬂm Badras Seva Hadan
is indeed an ideal institution. Tt caters
for every class and kind of women, and
pravides a wide and useful- education.
Above all, ite cosmopolitan hostel life
teaches our girls to appreciate all castes
and creeds without any difference. Let
us hope that other towns in India will
{ollow the noble szample of Madras and
set up such schools to help their women,
and raise the standard of education in
this country. - o

MY HOMESTEAD.

Ah ! Thee I love, my peaceful Home

Where one content ne'er dreams to roam ;
Whera morn $o e’en the glorious sun,

Streams down until his day is done. Co
Thy calmness gives me strange delight,

Thy b

cauty is o pleasing sight ...

Oh! Hapny Homestead be my nest

Till Heaven cally me there to rost!

LELAND J. BERRY,



| 'THOU.fGHTS

ON IDEAL

WOMANHOOD.

, !
By H. KAVERI BAI

pen picture of the ideal
woman comes like a re-
freshing draught in an
age, when one is sick of
modern women and their fantastic
doings, even though the latter are partly
the effect of thesame electricatmosphere
which has quickened the blood of every’
mortal in bondage, to struggle for free-
dom or to die. .

Woman s up, fighting for her rights,
foo’ch and claw.  But, in the violence of
the reaction, she has forgotten that she’
is woman still, for all the freedom that
shie may win, and that she is meant to be
“u thing of heauty and a joy for ever.”
And nothing but the sweet dignity of a

" good character can be preserved for a

whole life-time, ‘without the chemist’s

aid{ “The honest advisor, therefore, on
the .matter of beauty hints does not

recorfmend face creams and lip-sticks,
but a genial tempoerament and a healthy

qiind in a healthy body. Tho mind has
no.real health when licence is mistaken

for liberty, and exXcesses ure COMMilted,

Evory newspaper and journal, how-

“ever obscure, -treats the public with

sheets of  portraits of “prominent
women, ’ till one wonders where
fame will manage to accomodate them
all conspicuously. - The range of activi-
ties, which confer prominence on a
woman, covers tor wide a prospeet to
allow a wise discrimination. But a

woman can always count upon the
loyal support of press and camera-men
to make a hervine of her, if she only
steps out of her limits,

A modern woman is often, not the
gentle, chaste wife and loving mother,
who makes the home a paradise for her
family—a woman whose strength of
character makes even the most inhuman
tyrant of a husband a much better man,
Natural}y, therefore,. consolation is
sought abroad, and the home “is ruined,
and when homes break up, the nation,
nay society, is on the quicksunds.

But is she happy, the woman, who
moves in a giddy whirl of heectic
pleasure? Her powders and paints and
lip-sticks, her dresses and " no-dresses,
hor casinos and night-clubs, do these
mako her really happy? I doubt it,
because for sueh people the most
ecstatic thrill and sensation ends in

dull satiety. Life will become prosaic’
soon for them. Aud they know that,.

though men by hundreds may be help-
less tovs in thelr hands while vouth and
beauby last, yes once middie age sets

in, and surface attractions begin to

fade, no amount of artificial make-up
can save them. -

And yvet, such women must needs
snigger at Victorian = dames, . whose
modesty was their enduring charm, and
whose up-bringing taught them to he
an example to their children, and real
helpmates to their husbands. A ship

~
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drifting away on every current might
as well laugh at the vesss] secure in
her moorings. % )
Victoriathe Good, herself remains
to this day the same beloved lady that
site'was in life, and a most honoured
sovereign for all time; while [Elizabeth
the virgin Queen in all her glory, is
vecasisnally sneered at. Mary Queen of
Scots, the beauteous royal heroine of
the most tragic romance in British
history, is generally spoken of as having

had as many husbands as Henry VIII

had wives,

What then can make the modern.

woman realise the dangers of the seeth-
ing maelstrom of destruction, towards
which she is madly earreering, drs

ging

along with her the debris of beautiful

and holy social institutions? The saving

power is a little place for God in every
woman's hoart, not a dogma, not a creed,
nor even church-going, but an intimate
and personal touch with the Holiest,
which alone reveals the ugly contrast
between the pure and the filthy. The
home, the nation and the carth itself,
will be a happy spot, instead nf a mers
barren desert bearing only Dead Sea

fruit, when woman distinguishes free-

dom from licence, and will even suifer
to right a wrong, rather than commit
another wrong in vindictive fury. The
world needs more and more such women

‘in'these days of civilised savagery and -

refined” barbarism. Like angels, how-
ever, such women do net come within
the range of press and camera men for
an ephemeral fame.

‘“TO KNOW ALL 1S TO FORGIVE ALL’

If T ¥new you and you knew me—

If both of us could clearly seo, - -
-And with an inner sight divine

The meaning of your-heart and mine,
I'm sare thut we wowld differ less
And clasp our hands in friendliness ;
Our thoughzs would pleasantly agree
If I knew you and you knew me.

If I knew you and you knew me,
As each one knows his own self, we
Could look each other in the face
And see therein a truer grace,
Life has so many hidden woes,
So many thorns for every rose;
~ The ‘why’ of things-our hearts would see,
If I knew you and you knew me,

(From the Treasure Chest),



THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE BABY

AN ATTEMPT TO EXPRESS THE WESTERN WOMAN'S VIiEW

5 HE article on the Philosephy
of the Baby which appeared
in the'December iss of
the Indian Ladies’ Ma_m-
zine interested me very
much, and I should like to express an
opinion on some of the points raised.
Let us take first the criticism of the
Western method of keeping separat"e
rooms for children. Actually, this habit
is only adopted by comparatively well-t>
-do people. Amongst the poor and middle
class people of England ~at any rate,
children live along with their parents
and are tended by them, except af school
time. In any case, a modern nursery is
hardly to be compared with a Hospital
isolation ward., Itis on the contrary a

.delightful btaby-palace. If parcnts can

set aside a part of their house solely for
the use of their children, is it not perfer-
able that the little ones should live
in a place which is planned entirely for
them ? In a nursery, there will bhe
'pi'cturov from their faverite story books
arcund the walls, tiny chairs- and tables
for tcddliers and lovely toys, appropriate
books and games for older children, in
fact everything that people who have

studied the question deeply can think of
for their happiness. Giving children
free access to any part of the house, of
itself, imposes restrictions., The little
ones cannot always play their games
Jjust where they fancy ; the conversation
and actions of the grown-ups must

- necessarily suffer somerestriction ; when .

there are visitors the children are kissed,
questioned and teased until they are be-

wildered, even while those =amo visitors
may be wishing for a quict chat with the
parents,

How the poor modern mother is
condemned because she emplcys others
to look after her children! We must
however consider more than one aspect
of the case. A woman who has built up,
by strenuousyearsof education and hard
work a certain place for herself in the
world, may consider it foolish for her
to cut herself away from her acti-
vities, in order to attend toevery tiny
want of her children, which duty can he
performed quite satizfactorily by an eifi~
cient nurse. At the same time, if is
unjust to say that such a woman has no
interest in her children or does not love
them. It certainly means that they do
not have the perpetual companijonship
of their parents, but then it is not an irre-
futable axiom that the perpetual:com-
panionship of its parents is necessary or
desirable for a child,

Tt may be an excellent principle to
instil into the young mind “the noble
virtues of filial affection and self-saceri-
fice,” but our children arc not taught to
regard their porents as deities, and it
may be noted hero that our conception
of loving one’sparents is not synonymous
with absolute and implicit cbedience—
when past childhood at any rate; we
consider that no human being has the
right to oxpect or acceopt implicit and
unquestioning obedience, and constant
sacrifices from another grown person,
simply on the score of parentago.

A LIGHTER ASP

T do not think that ““ motherhond iy
now leoked upon by woman as a ocursoe
and a vevitable burden.” The women of

< 1932 lova their clhildren, just as much as
‘did their greatgrandmothers, but they

are more enlightened on the matter and
they will not lhave children until they
are prepared to accept the undeniable
responsibility which parenthood brings.
The standard of Iiving is becoming higher
and wise parents have children only
when they are able to look after and
educate them, and as far as lies in their
power, produce a healthy and useful
add¥tion to the population of their

A LIGHTER

19
|
BCT OF ECONOMICS, 423

country. In England, the day is rapidiy
passing when girls, littlo moere than

children themselves, bore numerous
children for their husbands and masters,
without questioning. Waoman is not a
human incubator, but a reasonable and
reasoning member of Society. :

Finally, it is worthy of notice thas,
although the birth-rate is decreasing,
there is also a remarkable deerease in the
infant mortality rate, which would seem
to indicate that our babies are fewer and
sturdier.

&

An English-woman.

ASPECT OF

ECONOMICS

BY MALCOLM ADISESHIAH

dll a tall ordcr from the
Tditor. Now, if thoe latter
were kindly disposed to-
wards me, she might have
asked mo to write a story or a criticizm,
on some article or event, or at least on
some one of the great economic problems
of the day. And, had [ been asked to
send in an article on any one of these
subjects, I am sure I could have made

_up ten, twenty, or even thirty columns

withoyt taxing myself,

Not for me the primrose path of

dalliance, however. I am requisitioned

to contribute “something on the lighter

side of economics,” Put boldly, I am
treated, not as a contributor, but asa.
clown.

“What (m ideal’ '[‘o’associate econo-
mics and economists with anyﬂung light !
An- Beonomist provokes, not laughter,
but tears. He is more a subject for
Acschylus than for Arif«'tophfmm

When I last met the Kditor, T was
tqld that Economists, too, may smile
sometime. [ agree%tl1e3f nay—hut they
don’t. And methinks, they can’t. An
Econom'st frowns and scowls, that is

~the correct etiquette. It is tho proce-

dure, whereby you and 1 are kept at
arm’s length.
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However, I once nearly made an
Economist sinile—and its very recollec-
tion sendsashiver down my spine. It was
a-muon-may-smile-anid  smile—an d-smile
and be a type.  Were 1 to allude to that
sivle of smile, the Bditor is hardly likely
+0 be pleased, for I am sure the contri-
butors and subscribers of the Magazine
include many eminent economists, bath
here and abroad,

Time was when 1 believed that an
Feonomist, tov, could smile, But I was

in those days, 32 Frocn raw youth, with’

little exporience and loss judgirent, and
n» understanding of human nature. In
weekly reviews, appearing in local
papers, of thé money market, whatever
it may mean and wherever .t may exist,
T was repeatedly told that credits wers in
plentiful supply ;. that there were more
lenders than borrowers; that it was diffi-
cult to put out funds at anything like a
fair rate ; that, in short, as the reviews
used to say somewhat graphically, money
was going a-begging, And T said to
mysell: 7 Here is sonething great, a
chance of profit to others and a great
opportunity for me. This money shan't
go a-bagoing,  Let me do something.”

”

8o resalving, and prompt to act on
the resalve, I betook mys#d to an
eminent ceconomist, who was tho
Managing Director of a bank, which, T
presumed from a study of its fuli-line-

longth figures, would be suffering most

of all frem shis redundancy of eash,
Asx regards borrowing {yum ban!

had decided on two definite pri'ﬁmp}c}:,
Firstly, on the authurily of Stephen
T.racock, | surmised that 3% was easior
to borrow nosiy of seven figures than
in hundred:s. You must thinsk big, aret

bz, and that was the only war yon

comld  succesd as a  professional
bororwer. Secondly, you should not
take loans on pro-notes, as they are
repayable on demand; nor on hundis,, as
they become due on dates of maturity;
but as call-money; for, as a financial
paper once defined it, call-money is
what vou can c¢a)l vour own. And,
putting these two-fold doctrines to-
gether, I thought it would not be after
all a bad thing, if T could call, say, a
soven-figure amount ‘‘my own.”

Altogether 1 felt groatly elated, as I -

sent my card in $o the grest economist.

“Iood maorning,’” I started cheerily.

“Good morning. Yes, Bir, what can
I do for you?” asked my f{riend, the
Economist,

1t was at this stage that I thought
that nothing would be so good as a
facetious rentark or two at the start,
something that wonld moke the great
man smile and expand and grow convi-
vial and say yes to future proposals,

“1 don’t know if you can do any-
thing for me,” I commenced. ‘I have
eome to do something for you, Irisa
shame that s5 preat, so pulssans awd so
enlightened, aa Eeov as  you,

“divecting or maneging a bank, should

he turned into a beggar, literally “hawk-
ing about your menay, unable’iclend ot
¢ell 36, Beliove me, Twas pained, decp-
\¥ grieved ta hear of your sud plight,
and T have made up my wind to do yvouw
a mood turn.  And, if T may quote your
own words, lel me ask, what can Tdo
for you?”’ o o
The great Beonomist did not szile.
Fap frot it be alinest frowned, ’
“Look hers, 8, he repivh “1
don't exactly underrtand the import
of your words, May Task you 1-,’9 mako

.
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vourse'l clearer, und as brief as possible,
Day after tomorrow is Mail day, and I
am busy,” .

“*Teoll me, are not eradits in plentifal
supply 27 T asked in a language, which
a child could understand,

*Yes, they are,” came the answer.

““Are you not experiencing great

9

difficulty in placing funds?
Tt Yrﬂ%’.”
¥ Is not money going a begging 9"

¥Yes,” Thiswasin a raw, even
rasping, tone.

* And finally, are there not more
lenders than borrowers

" Yes--but what bave yvou gob to do
with that ¥ _ _

“Myv proposal is simple; vou ean
thin the bulgingeist of lenders hy one»
and aungment the emancipated list of
borrowers by one, -In plan terms [ am
willing to borrow 10 lakhs from your

bank. et mestate that I am not che of

POETRY

(1). THE SPELL OF THE FOREST.

BY PADMINI SATTHIANADHAN,

There is a stillness in a forest glade

" That cannot be explained, How silently

The sun plays  hido and seek with the
. " [mottled shadel
How hushed and quiet the merry birds
; {ean bet
What mystic power is it that keeps the
_ {hears

Of the jungle s0 exclusively apart

those, wha d) small thipgs in a small
way. Ten lakhs or nothing,” ‘
And, waving my hdnd s> as to
provent his interrupting me, which ho
starled doing, 1 continued: * And I
won't borrow on pronotes or hundis, as
they arerepayable, Iam for call-money,
money which § can call my own and
which you could get rid of cnee and for
all, so that you need not have to go'a-
begging over again. And so, let me ask,
will you let me have 10 lakhs as g cwll
loa 27 .
The eminent Beonomist graw purple
in the face, was too indignant for words
and could only ring the bell hysterically,
And, when the peon appeared, he pointed
a trembling finger in the direction of the
di)i}r. ~
I took the hint, and, as T came out !
I langhed to myself: “ What a joke!
And yel no Besnomist can see a joke.”
Thoe Hghter Aspeets of Feonomies!
Psha! Ilvonumists  too may smile!
Psia !

PAGES.

From the nolsy world outsidé? What
[sacked law

Is.it that fills tho wild with an ancanny
. [awe?

N

So still isall the earth that e’en the full
Of a dry twig strangely startles us. The
[brosze

Seems afraid to touch the " leaves, The
foall
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Of a peacock echoing through the silent
[trees
Sounds like a wailing spirit, and the
' : [erash
Of a hunted Swnbur, as we see it flash
Through the bamboo, makes us realise
That watching us are a thousand hidden
[eves.

And still, there is a charm, a wondrous
lioy,

"To be awhile away from living things,
‘To hide in the depths of a forest - and
’ [enjoy

A solace that no human contact brings,
To mingle with the wildness all around,
To think and dream in loneliness pro-
[found,

To foel great Nature’s power, and there
— {to dwell

Soothed by her magic touch, her mystic
ispell.

(2) WOMEN AND FLOWERS.
BY H. KAVERI BAl

An angel wandered in a garden faih
Amidst the beds af blossoms, rich and
{rare;
His fingers held a lovely crystal urn,
To gather musk from scented blooms
‘ [that morn;
As o’er cach flower he bent,
To breathe its fragrant store,
Their loveliness grew moto,
% ith grace his presence lent ;
But not from all he gleaned the incense
[sweet,
To lay the phial at his Master's feot.

He gazed in sorrow on the gay oxpanse

Of Ubrightest blossoms in the zephyrs’

[dance;

Their silken-leaved and golden-tasselled
. [sea
Waved its gossamer petals merrily :
“ But ah, how sad,” he eried,
* Amongst the fairest fair,
How scant the blooms and rare
Where odours sweet abide.”
And as the angel homeward floated by,
The flowers watched the vision with a
(sigh.

Some say, the earth has other blossoms
Itoo,
Like those in garden bowers, as fair to
view;
In hut and cottage, manse and palace
A grand,
These flowers bloom and gladden every
S land.
Women we call their name,
Fair faces, lovely forms,
The lotus in their charms,
The lily’s slender frame ;
The fragrant breath on them is chastity,
More precious than the gifts of Nature
[free.

Hence, woman, guard your glory from
) [sin’s blight,
Hold fast to virtue, cling with all your
» [might;
Your grand achievements and your
[treasured dowers,
Your beauty’s praise, may be like scent-
' {less flowers.
Your millions may be gone,
And yet perhaps regained,
But, onc: your Nature’s stained,
It is for ever done,
God wants the incense of your purity,

The world by your sweet life shall -

[better be,

TOPICS OF

INTEREST.

BY LELAND. J. BERRY. o

(1. AMONG THE NEW BOOKS.

The Mystics of Siena, by Piere Misciat-
telli Cambridge; W, Heffer and Sons,

- Litd., 10s. 6d. -

This interesting work was first
published in 1929, and has been translat-
ed from the Italian of Pilero Misciattelli
by M. Peters-Roberts. In no other
Italian city between vhe thirteenth and
fifteenth centuries was Art so closaly

bound to life as {t was in Siena.

Mysticism was freely abundant, and was
of a religious and civil ideal of the
people, ratiier than just for the mono-
poly of wealthy and powerful nobles.

- The plates that illustrate the text are

admirable, particularly the ons facing
page 49. “Frescoes In Leccecto, by
Paola Di Neri, 14th century, Scenes of
War and the Chase”. This book is
intended for the use of those who 'wish
to acquire more knowledge of prim:itive
painters and sculptors, and of <he
religious thought of these days. Truly
one of the finest bouvis of its type I
have read. :

Shakespeare and that Crush, by
Richard Dark, Oxford;‘Basﬂ Blackwaoll,
4s. €d. Those of you, whoa love old clag-
sic masters and are broad-minded, will
enjoy the playful humour of this little
vaolume, whilst Thomas Derriek’s draw-
ings whica occur on every page are
brilliant satire; his portrayal of Shake-
spheare tapping out his work on a
modern typowriter, Henry the Fighth’s
legy, great men writing poetry, and the

“Clansmen of Caledonia, to name but a

few, are a perfectriot. Chaucer, Shake-
speare, Milton, Dryden, Pope, Addison,
Steele. John Bunyan, Pepys, Swift,
Wordsworth, Gray, Johnson, Burns,

LGaldsmith, and R. L. Stevenson, all

comte-in turn under Richard Dark’s
playful survay. A book of rich, but not
over-rips, fun which I read through
twico, in case I had missed anything.
The life of Zumenhof by Edmond
Privat, London; Goorge Allen and Un-
win, 4s¢d. Dr Zamenhof, was the in-
ventor of that wonderful new world~
language Esperanto. This is a remar-
kable book, for it is the true biography
of a remarkable man. Born in Lithua-
nia, of Jewish parents, on the 15th. of
Deécember 1859, Ludovic Zamenhof was

‘reared amidst great trouble and suffer-

ing. Four races formed the population
of Lithuania, four races of differing
creeds and languages, a state of affairs
that bred distrust, suspicion, insult, per-
secution and hate on cvery side. Tm-
mediately he was old enough to reason
for himself, young Zamenhof saw
that the language bar was the chief
trouble, for were not all these men
possessed of the same ideals, only with
different mediums of expressing them ? -
The older he grew, the more he became
obsgessed with the idea that there must he
one universal tongue that the whole
\yorld can understand, and thus, aftoer
trials that this book details with beauti-
ful sympathy, the new language, Esper-
anto, was born. Today Esperanto is
spoken and written in all countries of
the world; there are cven books and
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pericdicals published entirely in Iispe-
ranto. This language that Zamenhaof
invented is just as foreign on first sight,
as any other strange tongue, but it is
“simple to learn and digest and still
simpler o speak and write, Edmond
Privat has done his work well; the
- beautiful self-sacrificing character of
Dr. Zamenhof is made clear to us, and
we respect him as much for this as for
his marvellous genius in inventing a
world-language.

Indien Fuairy Stories, by Donald
Mackenzie, (Glasgow and Bombay,
Blackie ¢ Son, 5 sh.),

"~ India is rich in folk-lore, bound so
closely in fact with it that it is inter-
twined around its earliest traditions.
This book contains twenty-three beauti-
ful legends and eight magnificent draw-
ings, by Maxwell Armfield. Throughout
the book, there is a tendency ¢to
moralize, but I think this applies teo
most legends, whatever their origin, for
the horrible fates accorded to some of
the monsters and bad men are a strong
argument in favour of the Princess or
the handsome and good Prince,Of theso
delightful tales I liked the story of the
Star Maidens most (pplS4). But “The
Wise Ape” (pplld) and “A Grecdy
Heron” (ppl02) contain two good
morals. The book is altogether a beauti-
ful produection, and there is not a dull
tale to be found in its pages. '

(2). SONGS OF THE SEA.

Come all yo dry land sailors bould
Anfi}listen unto my song,
There are but forty verses
So it won't detain you long.

There is an undefinable charm about
folk-lore, be it song, dance or story, that
is fascinating and compelling, a power

*

brouxht abr)at largely by its beautiful
simplicity and homeliness,

The folk-songs of the sea, are, I
believe, presented to usto-dayasa mere
shadow of their former szlves, The
original theme has been so parodied and
adapted through the ages, that it would
probably be all but unrecognisable to the
actual originators, whoever they might
be,

However, Sir Richard Runciman
Terry has rendered us a great service by
collecting and editing as many of the old
songs of the sea us it was humanly possi-
ble to salve from the great deeps of obli-
vion. The full fruits of his learned toil
havebecn preqented tothe world at large
by Messrs Curwon & Co. inan attractive
volume which .contains (under the title
“Salt Sea Ballads''} some thirty songs
and parodies, an introduction by Morley
Roberts, a further introduction by Sir
Richard himself, followed by an admir-
able series of notes cxplaining the why's
and wherefore’s of each of the songs
contained in the book.

One feels that these excellent ballads
of tho sea might he more widely known
than they are at the presont time, for it
is the type of material that i congenial
to both singer and audience alike. Tt is
a delight to diszect from tho musical
fabric and words of these songs, the dog-
gedness, loyalty, fearlessness and great-
heartedness of the old British seaman or
‘Par,” as some of the songs would have

" him ealled. .
Thiz edition may bo taken as,author-

ative, for Sir Richard Terry has gleaned

~ these ballads, in many cases, from the’
lipsof sailors as they sang at their work.

There are, of course, many editions of
sea-shonties and ballads, but few of them
are actually ‘soa-born,” Indaysgone by
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any evens of passing importance such as
the capture or chase of an enemy vessel
would bring forth a host of music-hall
ditsies and songs, which have in a few

izolated cases been handed down to usas

authentic ‘sea-born’ ballads.  “Tom Bow-
{ing’ is a notable instance of a shore-
born song that has lived long enough,
and assumed 80 many various {'uiqe% as
to have been widely mtologucd as a sea-
ballad,

In the course of his interesting
introductory chapter, Bir Richuard Terry
tells of the amazing number of words
one finds adapted to a single tune, and
the amazing number of tunes adapted to
one set of verses., ‘‘The contrast is pain-
ful between the platform porfermances

‘T hear, and the memory of the same

tunes I heard in childhood, ecrooned

by the fisher-women as they sat balting

their lines by the wuving bonts, to
the accompaniment of the sea’s deep
bourden.

Sca-ballads probably found birth
through the efforts of sailors, who, cast
out at sea for days, weeks or even
months on end, endeavoured to voice
some of the sentiment that fluoded their
hearts ot the thought of thoeir distant
homes and families, or again, through
the chanting of words, as they worked
in unison at the windlass or sails, or
stiil again, as a war-song against their

4

enemino=,

An aponymons friend

nissing verses to many of the melodies,
- F3

whilst Sir Richarcd ’EP]J y has eoniposed

the plano paris in Pa humble attempt to
follow the mood of the meloedios.”

[

that long alter «ll
nid sea-nien

I sincerely hm;
the older type of sea-
huve disappearad {rom the surfaca of
tho ocean, and th fe the great wiands

2
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[
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o
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roar their wild songs to the accompani-
ment of the restless waters, that these
old sea-ballads will still find a listle
corner of everlasting security in this
everchanging and forgetful world of
ours.

(3). FREDERICK DELIUS.

I had the good fortune, some littie

timo ago, to hear an excellent perform-
ance of Frederick Delins’s notable tone-
picture ' Puris.’”” Tha performance left

~me with alive appreciation of this greas

composer's art-sonsa. It iz only when
this tone-poem is heard aganin and again

. that its hidden mysteries begin to revaal
thomselves. It cannot ho appracinted

by & casual ear,

The parformancs of thise work had a
rather pathetic interest, in view of fhe
announcement a short while ago that
Mr. Fredsrick Delius is fighting a lonely
battle with blindness, in a peaceful old
white stoné house with blue shuttered
windews -at Grez-Sur-lLoing, Franoe.
And so0, it was impossible to listen tn
“Paris”, without vividly recalling that

. its composer lay in his home in France,
deprived of the means of savouring -

nature’s great loveliness and the fasci-
nation of human life, all of which ha s
skilfully visualised and combined 'In
“Paris—the Song of o Great City”. Hoe
is unnbla te write music any mors, and
although on the oceasional visits of
muf:ivian friouds ho has ;—itt-f:rnmed £
dietn composition to them, his efforss
have 1e'zrly almost failed. 1 NN
1o music un the wireless and receiving
ko visits from brother musicians from

other countries, ate the only |
brighten this life that was darkeny
tragically five vears agc. i




>

430 _ THE INDIAN LADIES MA{-}AZINE.

Frederick Delius was born in Brad-
ford sivty-four vears ago, and first went
10 live in this French village, just off
one of the yprincipal streets between
Paris and Lyons, nearly thirty years

A
"V Purigi! has called forth much com-

ment and criticism.  But although it is
an early work, it is {ully choracteristic
of the composer, and ie one of his best
works ; in fact, it isamong the vory best
of its kind in the world of music. 1t is

full of realistic effects, made all the more

significant by reason of his judicious
use of boautiful orchestration. All the
resources of a full orchestra are employ-
ed to produce this tone-picture, and one
“¥éinains fascinated by the richness of
harmony and colour disclosed through-
out the entire composition.

Deliuy has been accused of fumbling
dreamily along in his Wit way, and go-
casionally “hitting on felicities by a
kind of bappy accident,” as an  English
critic onee put it.  His musie, therelore
is  regarded generally as something
fermloss and weak; a something that hus
no definite part to A1) or aceomplish in
the great schente of musical art. . But
that is a mistake, a gravo mistake, nnd

that is whero wo owe Dolius a heartfot]
apology. For Delius has wit and deli-
cate humeour, he has a cendour that is
delightfully embarrassing, he Chas o
sympathy closely allied with nnderstan-
d

ding that is t ond to none in the wor!
of arvs Hed is, in common with others,
not fawitless in his style; his music is
admittedly individual, clumsy whon
judged by canons that do not apply to

it, and extremely dull to minds that are-

different to his. But he has other and.
stronger qualities that more than amply
compensate for loss in cther directions,

Delius did not spring inty £ e, nei-
ther did he spare pa‘ns when engaged
upam a work., On the other kand, he

uufd in all probabitity have been re-

gnised as a genius fong befors he was

hat tsd as such., None realiszd thismore
than Delins himself, and as he was also
a journalist, wo find him writing of this
in an article that pt‘&pt}\mded the «imple
truths of labour and achievement {n axt,

“(Grenius is not a mushroom growth,
Inspiration does not eome withont hard
work any mors than a crop of corn.
There is no short eut to glory. No groat
work of art has ever come into the
world save as the fruits of years of ear-
nest, unremitting endeavour on the pars
of its creator,” cte.  Delius often spent
tent years on a work. He has several
times re~cast a composition long after it
was supposedly finished,

He aspired to tha lofty haights of
HBoethoven and his tike; his awmbitions
are glorious in the extreme; from the
very beginning he seems to have «triven
to apprehend’ the mysteries of the
humon soul and 1o express his under-
standing of these mysteries in musie,

Delius is of Duteh desvent, and he
was born, as 1 have mentioned eolve-
where, in Brudford, in 13%3. “When
ahout twerty wours of nge, he lived for
a timnein Florida on a plantation that
belonged to his fither. From here he
drifted into the States, where he taughs
musie far o short tine, and then hn
wont to study in Gefipany. In Germauy,
Delius had the good fortune to ko

the acquaintance of Grieg, which deve- |

leped through the vears a warmm and
deep friendship that gave his art a
slight hias toward the elements of the
Scandinavian countries,

CHILDREN'S PAGES.

Tn 1899 Delins gave a concert of his
works in London.  In 1907 Thomas
Beocham began to perform his works
freely up and down the country, so that
some of the fame accorded him in
Garmany fell to him in Engiand., The
amount of his work would appsar to be

considerable, but it is difiicult o aceount
for a lot of it, %}' much has been
publ.ishod abroad, give the following

Jist of eompbsitions as a guide to a few

waorks that are fairly well knowa
“Quver the Hills and Far Away’’
{1895); the * Appalacha’’ orchestral

- variations (1902); the piano concerto

CHILDREN

{1897 1903); * Mass of Life’
‘Puris,’’ the great tone-poem
“The Village Roweo and Julfet, ' an
opera (1901Y; " Sew Driff,’ a cantata
from Whitman (1903); "' Brigg Fair’
an orchestral rhapsody {(1907); * The
Lanee R 1p~(v]z<n, " for orchestrar {1993
and 1918): 7 Nortk Cowdry Skethes, '’
for cncneﬁtra \1}14 and 1916); a violin
congert (191‘), a double concertn, for
-violin  and  cello (1918); the cello
concerta (1216); the music for Flecker's
‘Haszzan® (1920} a cello c¢onecerto
{1921); a number of songs, choral pieces,
and pieces for a small orchestra.

'S PAGES

(1) DR. VIKRAM'S CHILDREN.

CHAPTER XVIIL
- Afodj’a.muy 4
“I don't know whether- d’l.ﬁtb ,are

sold there at this season. Buc ycu can -

find the seeds on the roadsxde.

“Y can’t. say. ’th.t date-seedq are for,
'k
but dm only grlv'ng you mformatwn ,

T Raﬂ talks- qu'te Jike a ‘growan-uf
'pr‘r%on repvdfmg wha't ‘:]w hm re older
people: say, but» in such:a silly connec-
tion. Ona da.y, a p‘ltl{'nt askod her how
Rukmml was re]ated to fwr and at once
shé put on a ¢ erxous facs and said ‘she
is mv mothe,r n- )a.w s 'brother’s wife'.”
, The end ot this stmnge saliloquy
found - Seeta, in hysteric laughter. She
was back in Madras, all but her phisical
self and her hervine was present with
her. As sﬁe_ talkod to herself, she was

i 'alking round and round the room, the
rapidity of her pace being regulated by
the intensity of her imagination. By
-and by she paused near a shelf to
swallow a dose of Chamberiain’s Cough
Remedy. As she put the hottle back,
she burst into another and louder fit of
laughter, which shook her frame with
violent convulsions and provoked a
more irritating cough.

“Seeta girl, what wmadness has soize
you now?” askod her mo >ther,  wha,
pained by the cough she heard, had come
upon the ssene and caught her davghter

holding her sides and doubléd up in the
effort to obtain some relief.

.
- "

“Mother, T took-" and agsin that
it of both merriment and cough became
uncontrollable. *‘I took, ha...ha.. ha..”

lef
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Mrs, Vikram smiled and frowned
al the same sime.  Affer a whils, Seota
grew calin and, wipiug her eyes, nosc
and lips on her sleeve, boegan again.

“T took a doze of the cough mixture
mother, and withou$ knowing what I
was abouf. began licking the spoon.
Mr Raju pussing by, saw it :mcl smiled.

- ha ... ha ... ha”. o &

Mrs. Vikram felt her own nerves,
giving way at the sight of Seeta shaking
with laughter. She went out.

On the newly white~washed wall
cutside the Toom, there now sppeared a
whole art gellery of droll-locking peneil
drawings 1ecently exocuted. They
represented no creatures of God's
worlk, or man's rat}'m\aiprocim:tic.»n; for
instance, thers was a creature witha
human face and a heavy meustache,

with nose-rings and ear-rings. This

being had a palr of borns, stood on all
‘fours and displaved a pair of wings.
Thae tail was like that of a fish and was
decorated with a ribbon,

Mrs. Vikram held her breath when

she saw this picture and the others.
Yoing back to the roomy, she questioned
Sacta ahout them.

“I really don’s  knov 7,”' gasped the
girl, fmsfening ouf 1o see,

Mohun now put in an appearance

“to invite his sister to juin him in £0M6°

novel conspiracy. Kaving over-heard
the conversation; ho exclaimed in atone

ing sarpnﬂe

- “J{Vhy Quola, you did *hoxe draw-
m‘m, didn't; me Kb.l.wvou take a poneil
fiom ny d)"‘;wer nd  make” those
éketchas—that was whs—mw‘fa tant was

v

practising rope-walking.: I~ Iﬁdked over

your shouider and said that there was a

mistaka in your {ox, which really ought
to have had scales and clu"eu foos.
Besta did not comprohend anything,
Hhe could not recelled t having done a
¢inglo thing of all that her brother was
enumerating. But of this she was sure,
and that was that ofton she had said
and done things of which her ind
had remained totally hlank., But was it
likely that she, who droaded mischief,
should have committed so gravo o fauli?
But, sinco she could not coms to any

lngical conculsisn, she turned pale and

answered,

“Y suppose I must have disfigurad
the wall.. But I don't recollect any
thing’'. /

“1diot,” eried M-‘)hm( in a tane of
doep commiseration, " You can bo easily
duped and punished for other poople'’s
fau'ts. Ma, can’t you s82 that only
syne ona taller thaan she must have
dons those fizures? And who is talier
t) 1 this nalm tree, but [?”  But pleaso

d: m t toll tat}xcr, mummy, I shall s>on
Sy

make it djl rigut.'

So soy mgrﬂ Mghm:if?-t'ﬁshed_ out like

pai 1 uf r‘wh.t'

oncml A(' mt.mg:s he”n.ma%d to c»bhter-

wi t..‘ 1r0=h :
" Dr. Vikram had thrée gue% thaf
momm,,. ' .Luuy were such mmp]@ ‘f%x;lk,
that their ¢ wmurv manners inun ma‘wlv
amured Mohun, and bo pmwd to La v e
sowe fun at their expense. V\altmf.,r
6111 hi§ father took them down for

N . . A
breakfast, he dashed upstairs with his
" brother and sisters, ‘

“J.ot us pretend to be fathor and
thw«e men,’ 'lle suggested. T

CATILDRE

Vasant dropped into the nearast
chair declaring, I w1 be father.

“1 shall act Mr. Raju,” Sesta
stated,

Rukmini representzd Mr. ¥rishna,
and Mihun persons Mr, Da
pulting on thel £

. tarban the
thing, Lach ono lika-wiss danned ¢
Jl‘d T \)\rf"’l:‘

M

CD

“That watch dses not show the
time, unless Mr. Krishna keeps on
turning the hands, from second to
minute, from minnte to hour, the
whole day long, But he wears it for the
sake of fashion.

“Mr. Raju is ton poor to keep any
money in his pockel. So he earries a
large bunch of keys .Lo jingle like coins,
and make pesple belicve he is very
rich.” ¢

Tho other children greeted cach
tale with roars of laughter. Mohun
began to replace tho articles in the
wronyg pockots

“Muhun,'wnzt wiil they think. i
they find their things have been
handled?” cried Secta.

Rukmini ecomplained thece was no
kerchief in any of her pockots.

S PAGES, 4313

o o~
The poor man esuld not afford
even & hanky,” Mb»hun continued,
21

supplsd wo supply him with one,” o
saying, he tors of a bit of bandago eloth

fre ym the dis v room and thrust iv
into M-, Lras‘n na's pocket

“Wow Mr.  Vikram,” he said

addressing  his  simporing  brother,
“please say something.”

“May T know hiow many children
¥ou have

countfenance, as

mnaesﬁ}bﬁr. Dus, |

ul 85 wil

thtd -
romonths

Mohun and, turnrn;g te Vasant, said,
“Mr. Vikram, is anything wrong with
your =econd daughter’s brain? She
grins and grimaces and chatters like ¢
monkey. Whom does she take after ¥”

“She is-"” began Vasant and in the
excitement of a new discovery, fr)rg;at
his assumed character and shrieked out,

“Mohun, Mr. Raju’s shees have no
slrings.”

The children kept a collection of
old shoe-laces, for the sake of inserting
titem in unserviceable balloon pipes to
saoke. Mohun ran and brought o white
lace and a l‘)lﬂ,c‘;-;' lace for the brown pair

and bepan to laco them up,

Mr. T’mu has a loug
tempted to plait it.” Seeta remarked,
“I am tempted to set a lighted
mateh to it,” replied Mchun. Then
ho bagan to shake off his trappings and
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callod on the ut! ers to  follow  his
example. Theé things were carefully re~
placed and the children scampered off
dowustairs.

(T be continued.)

‘H, Kaveri Bai

(2) THE TWO BROTHERS.

Once upon a time there was a King.
He had two sons, who were vory wicked
and cruel, They would nos listen to
their parents, and did not like the good
things they taught thera, Day by day
they bogan to hate their parents.

Now the eldor son was 18 years old
oungzer son was 16,

from the hout 11&.1‘.&"2&“3’13. id,  and,
when they were hungry sat down and

<]
-

a@

o2

byt

b

o .

i)

<5

e

ata the bread that sheir father

wiho harl six heuu& c?ﬂ(l e al
in the night to look for ‘=vs fozd, lie
got sight of the two brothers. He was
vary glad to find some o0
three days since he had had uny meal,
S e toaok thom both end put thent into

Iie puckets and went o his castie. The
brothers. woke up  and wero much
frightened. The glant locked them up

m and gavoe them rien f{ocd, to

Rt

inarc
make them nice and fat.

Tvery day they thought that the
were going to die. The giant one day
called them to dino with hm for he
‘wished to kill them that very night.

The old .

While they were dining, the elder boy
saw a big magic mirror. He knew that
it would take himi wherever he wantod.
So he wished that he and his brothes
should be taken to the seashore. This
vas done,  When the giant saw this he
put on a shoe, which would go a mile
in one step, and chased them. He
caught them and thoy told him their
story; but he had no pity on them and
beat them with his club and thus killed
them. ‘

From this we learn that “We must
never be bad children,

MABEL EDNA M AHI‘SWARI PHILIP
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THINGS YOU 0UGHT T0

ENOW.

In the farenis’

qu

very intoresting

4
as informatlion t »T thent are
repoated here.  You will find  the

answars helow, hot, before you look at
thent, try aad see how wmany guestions
you can answer yourself and then
verify vour answers, and sce if thoy are
correct, ’
Questions.
1. What are ithe names of the
young of the sheep, cow and horse?
2, What do we mix with ice to
help us frecie ico-cream poore quickly?
2. Who was the first Precident of
the United States? ’
4. Of what is rubboer made?
What kind of cloth is made {from

¢, What are the Continents in .

order of size?
T, What are the different plants
from which sugar is made?

v &
< o "
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Answers :
1. Lamb, Calf, Colt!
3, Salt. :
3. Washington. b
4. Sap of rubber tree. s

.

5, Linen, o

6, Asia, Africa, North Amerma;.,

South Aumerica, Antarctic., Contmenc,
Europe, Australia.

7. Sugar cane, Sorghum, beet,
maple, palm iree,

(4) OUR LETTER TQ QUR YOQUNG
PEOPLE.
Dear Children,

Have vou ever realised what fun
you all can have at home, by getting
up little theatricles anong yoursolves,
and acting before your parents and
theair friends. Of eourae, i is not god
{0 become tao fond of acting, and
always orave o boon the stage, but
just  occasiopally to organise and
produce a play among yourselves would
be such fun, wouldn't it If there are a
number of brothera and sisters, you
nazd not seek the help of children trom
other families, bnt, on the wianle, it
will be mare friendly and interesting
to bring your Httle friends from the
neighbourhined  into your prefiamme.

Then, you cal chonss a suitable play,

or, i any of you have tajent, ane

v
zolves, ond soitle &

.

your

i B 1

x,,tha,n act before the public. Thereisa

groat atiraction inarranging the stage

i -arbistically and carefully, and then
a_'ﬂdiisappezuing behind the scenes befors
» the curtain goes up. Next, you must
‘learn  vour paris carefully, and not

forgot your words on the great day.
Children have a bad habit of pausing
awkwardly and waiting for the prompter:
to prompt then. Yot should learn your
parts well, know your cues, and be
porfectly natural on the stage. Forget
yourselves entiroly, and think only of
the person you ars impersonating, Your
eostumes  shouid bs well-chosen and
artistically puot on, and you must not
ghirk rehearsals, until you are gquite
perfect. Than, you can invite the elders
and their friends. Pernaps, if you care
t3, vuit ean even have two or four anna
tinkoetz, tn aid of sume charitabls insti-
tution, or as money for beggars, You

'mot- smogine what fan it will be, and
deo, it will teach you to orgauniso
things, and develap a sense of réspon-
eibility.

In the noxt issne, if pussible, 1 shall
publish a play suitable for you to
act,

Yours sincerely,
sdmini.

(8 OUR COMWPETITION Cflf NER.
A wrid 1 P | -y ]
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RANDOM PORTRAITS OF
INDIAN WOMEN.

One evening, as we wera passing
“through the streets of a little Moffussil
town, we saw many women sitting on
the door-stap, orin the verandal of t Leir
houses, doing nothing at all, but utarmg
aimlessly into thoe strest. Somse chatted
listlessly with their neighbours, and
most of them had babios on their laps,
with one or two older children hovering
rouad them, and constantly interupting
them. The absence of the masculine
sex was very apparent. One could im-
agine where they were, out at some
club or another, playing games, or
walking out with their friends, or chat-
ting and enjoying thbmselves in their
friends’ aouses. '

What waste of precious time, T
thought, for thess women to sit evening
“after ovening doing nothing, Beswsew
five and seven is a time to enjoy oneself.
One’s housework will in no wiso be
hindered by keeping these two liours
free for recreation. * Why should so
many of onr wemen think it a cripte to

.

OUR FASHION

Jade ornaments are becoming the
fashion jin ths West, and our Indian
women ‘ecan set a new vogue oot
here, by using jade sometimes, in-
stead ol diamonds, rubies, emeralds
or pearls. The following set of jade
ornaments would look very pretty

leave thoir houses and seok a little
enjoyment ?’ Why should they not min-
gle with their fathers and husbands and
brothers a little morse? Why should
they bo for ever shy and backward, and
always remembor that they are women,
and as such keep apart from men?
There is a vast field where men and
women can be comrades on an equal
thoroughly harmless platform.

True, it is essential that a woman
should not ever ecrave for excitement,
but should value the importance of
having a few leisure hours now and
then-but it is one thing to be always on
the look-out for enjoyment, and another
to sit listlessly at home and not care for
any funinlife. So many of our women
are so self-satisflod and placid that they
dn not ecare to c]umffe thair wode of
living. One is glad, therefore, to notice

that ladies’ clubs are bocoming more

popular every day.

PANKAJAM.

SUGGESTIONS

mdoud —a fairly large oblong or squave
jado ring, a long jade and plavi-
nam  brooch to pin the sari on tho
slioulder, a delicate jade pendant set
on a thin chain, and small jade esr-
drops, A1l these: worn. with a
light green silk ’ff.azsrri, and a blouse of

HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

flowered groen material, and green and
silver sapduis or ,joothies (suppers),
will mako uwp a most  charming
ensemble.

Joweals ars meant to mateh the sari,
and thay should not bs worn indiserimi-
nately, but should bo chosan with taste
and made t> harmonise with the cslour
of the clothes. .

We ars glad to notice that most of
onur young girls now  ars  wesring
Indian skirts and blouses, instead of the
muach-abused Western froocks. A thick
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Kornat siik skirt, and & protty blouse to
mateh, looks very R)won,mﬂ' for a girl,
and is a very comfortable and con-
veniont costume, much more suitable
than a frock and shoes and stockings.
Btockings ara much tio hot for this
climate, espacially for a girl to keep
them on all day long at school. Tt is
far better to woear a pretty skirt and
hlouza, and keep the fest cool and free
in a loose pair of sandals,

J—
O

.

“SISTER SUSIE™

HOUSEHOLD HINTS.

T ",—.‘ . w18 o - -
it is inarvetious how easy {5 is fora

svenly in India,  Dnst

iing and

am‘lls, .,'1d i
furniture show up =0 di

hard indeed t2 keap a house serupulous-

Iy elean, but it is worth trying.

irape eollact dust

therefore, as few of

P should be used, and
evan these should be well-dusted often.
If pousible, lacey material should be

avoided, nas it gathers dust particles
nore ea f-:ilyh ‘ o ‘
Next, the ﬂmr should be polished,
so that it cannot collect dust on its
smooth  surface. If the housewifo

dislikes polished flours, she should sce

that every nook and corner of the floor-
ing is washed as often as possible with
soap and water, Also, the carpets
should be well-beaten outside, and dricd
out in the sun at least once a week.
Furniture, if not looked ufter care-
fully, becomes very dishevelled and

h
coliocts all the dust,

u—.a

Finally, the roof and walls shoul
be C‘onsmn‘“" cleaned of eobwebs, and
r’;!‘lm'?l Lo lat
ordot ©h prevent it

an xuml;
into the ruum, in
heing miusty and damp.

If the housa-wifo attends to these
sraall particulars, she cught to be able
to keep her house moro or less fresh and
clean., o
In order to make the house chaste
and beautiful, rcoms should not be
crowded with cheap knick-knacks and
pictures. Just a few good ones will
suffice,  Over-crowding a room never
adds to the beanty of it.

“PADDY."”



INTERESTING

(1) Ancint Garman Bastor
Obsarvanss,

Alvmc nr  inlusteislization and
ths imw9roving of m=mat of /trafiic
hawe sausad many anciont customs 4o
disappaar, but others still parsist, os
'pea!ﬂtv in thz rural dr: trigsa. In many
South Javarian : onea still finds
the ** Juldas burning " and ““blessing uf
the water” on the Saturday preceding
Easter Sunday. Feasants make a pile
of waodin front of the shurch and sob
fire to it in the p- wes of the congre-
gation, Tho priest ‘:‘ 3 the fire, and
when it has burni (mt, each p:
takos a stick with live embers home, and
his wife lights the fire inthe firoplace o
atove with it. Pieces of the charred
stick are alss put hara and there in the
house, for they are believed toafford
probectinn agninst fire and fightning.
Some of the holy water newly blessed

.a..

by the priest izalz> taken homs in ‘a
small bottle,

C“Ths Master fire” is stitl burned in
many pkfad‘m,;.n, flas - Hatee  En Methorss
deben, Halberstadt, Goslar, Strobeck
(the so-called “chass viliage”), Langels,
Wasserleben, [ifeld, Elbingerade, Rote-
hutte, Rubeland and many other places,
one sees the Taster fires burning in the
evening on the adjoining aills, They
symbolize the viectory of spring over
winter. ’

A unique Daster custem is found on
the island of Heligoland, Here the
young mesn row from the mainiand to
the outlying dunes in leaky boats. The
one whose boat takes in the most water
is the winner.

[TEMS.

In*he%wu'rﬂ wusabhia, e”ru”'xw
i indulged in, but i § nyanner

1];.3» 1 'x 13214 (){ t]l‘

s wolling

“pn the lawns of the White House in
1

Washingson, Thera children do sho
ralbing, but in' Lausatin the adults roll
hard-hailed eggs down slopos, and child-
ren ot she boltom  eontend for their
' out, UTAnZes,

d. The bess.

place to seet
In tle Catholic districis of Lausatia,
Taster Sunday sees processions of moun-

ted poasants, dressed in thelr Sanday
hest and wearing o P hats, singing anci-
t melodies, as they *'1'10 through the
Eic gos to one of the distriot’s eloisters,
T}m inhabitants of tho villages lins the
oads, the wormen in Wondizh costumos.
J. specislly noleworthy is the procession
From Crostwirz,, near Knmoenz, where
Tiessing was born, It passes through
Linhitz and Schweinwerden to the Cis-
tervian Nunnery of Marienst ern, whore
60 nuns live. The riders are treated to

beer in the cleister brewery, after which

they ride back home.
(2) How Thuringia Welcomes the
Spring.
A munuscript in the libraty of the

Hersfeld Cloister, written in 1536, gives’

a roport of a spring celebration held in
Wizenach on the fourth Sunday in Lent
of each yeer (March 6 this year). It
ralates shat an offigy stutfed with straw
was carried from the c¢ity ina proces-
gion and thrown into the river, “driving
out the winter.” The procession then
returned to the city, where all kinds of
booths stood on the market place and.a

9.7/

INTERESTING ITEMS, J" = 439

fair was held, and the people danced
through the night.

This custom, even then canturies
old, is of pagan origin. It was revived
in Fisenach at the beginning of the
present contury, and each year attracts
great crowds from the whole district
around Eisenach., Weeks in advance
the people begin making ‘‘summer
birds,”" of feathers and brightly-colored
stuffed bodies, which, with similarly
constructed chickens and ostriches and
with paper flowers, have for centuries
been the chief articles sold at the many

booths, Sweets and the famous Thu-

ringian roasted sausages may also not
be Ilacking. All houses are gaily
decorated with banners and paper
garlands, and’ life-size dolls with gro-
tesque masks aro seen everywhere,

The procession forms near the old
church of St. Nicholas, which was huilt
at the same time as the Warshurz, A
mounted herald rides at the head,
followed by a band and three men in
niantles of plaited straw, Tien comes
the “wagon of winter,” carrying an
old man with long beard, who sits ol a
throne surrounded by snowclad firs,
with gnomes as his court train., Ski-
ers in old costuries, riders in heavy fur
coats, and girls throwm,;,, artificial
snowballs at the spectators, fellow,
Behind them rides ® another herald,
anuouncing with silver trumpet the
conving of spring, who is personified by

“Sunna,” the brignt goddess, sitting

under a canopy in a wagon decorated
with flowers, Beside her is the nest

‘ of the starling, the “bird of summer.”

Maidens in eld Thuringian costumes
and €chool children follow.

At the viaduect over the Werra,
winter wuddenly flees, The herald
sounds his  trumpet, and twhe band
strikes up a merry tune. Spring has
conquered winter, Frau Sunna wol-
comes spring with a poem.  The straw
mantles of the three escorts of winter
are taken off and burned. The process-
jon disbands., Then come the fair,
feasting and dancing.

(3) Costume Festivalin the Spreewald,

Vetschau, March.—~This old city in
the Spreewald will repeat this year the
costume festival held last vear, in which
some 800 girls and women took pars,
The tentative date is July 31. Thisuni-
que district 60 miles south of Berlin,
intersected by some 30 arms of the
Spres, is one of the few localities in
Northern Germuny in whizh the old folk
costumes nave maintained themselves,
The coming summer's festival will
inclade also open-air theatrical porform-
ances in the castle park and the singing
of Wendish .%')I}L,s, also ia hisstoric cos-
tumes. .

Fram lhe Informution scrvice of
the Reichebatinzentrale Fur Den Dewton
chen Reise u?l.‘« hor.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, FOR MARCH.

.. Alagiriswamy Naidu qu., finnavelly.
Mr&. K. V. Anantaraman, Mysore.
Mrs. Adiseshiah, Vellore,
A.ppadurai Pitlai Esq., Tinnevelly.
Mrs. Andal Ammani, Marungapuri, i
Miss Blackstoek, Moradabad.
Major Basu, Sitapur. "
Mrs. M. C. Cherian, Coimbatore,
A, M. X, Coomaraswamy, Ceylon,

e
w G. K. Chettur, Mangalore.
» C. Candiah, Ceylon.

» K. Gopalan, Calicut, -
. Cm&;u thi Bao, Chittoor,
inn, Mavalikera,

ALS, Gug., Guntur.,
M. R By., Jayaram Naidu Gara, Vizagapatan,
Miss Kursheed Kazi, Bombay.

Mrs, O Krishnan, Calicut.
11, Kallian! Kutty Amma, Nilamboer
o S, Mathat, Ceylon,
Mistty, Cannanora,

17 .
. WKL Mathazi, Coimbatore,
. 8. K. Mohideen, Tanjore,
s W, D. Niles, Ceyxlon, |

P, R. Pillai Fsq., Bhagar,

Nige, Perrill, Pithorgarh,

C. R. Parameswara Iyer Ksq., Calicut
Lakshmana Perumal Esq., Tinnevolly,

Mrs. L. K, Raja, Madras.

M. N, Ramaswami Iyer Bsq., Bangalore

V. Ragunatha Beddi Garu, Chittoor

Mrs.ab, K, Rudra, Allahabad,
. AL R. Rasizgh, Ceylon,

Dir. Ratnavelu, Ceylon,

fIzad-Master, Beard High School, Guilandy,

Rzey., Natinnal Indian Association, Cotmbatore,

‘Mrs. J. N. Vedavanam, Ceylon.

Visvasam, Chittoor, e

"

Niss Williame, Bareilly

Rs.
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Dr. Allyn, Pithapuram

Mrs. Armstrong, Samalkot ¢«

Mrs, Alexander, Palghat

Begum Sultan Amiruddin, Anantapur

B. Achutan Esq., Cannanore

Mrs. H. Amarasurya, Ceylon

V. R. Apantaramier Esq., Calicut

M. R. Ry 8. Ayyaswamy Mudaliar, Palghat
Mrs. P, Abraham, Madra '
Mrs. Sarabai Ambalal, Ahmedabad

Y. Balaji Rao Iisq., Calicut

Mrs. Charles, Palni

Mrs, Cabinetmalker, Coimbatore

Mrs, Chacko, Quilon

K. Chellaswami Pillai Esq., Vedasandur
Mrs., V. Cumaraswami, Ceylon

Dr. Crossette Thambiah, Ceylon

Mrs. P, David, Ceylon -

Mrs. Y. 8. David, Ceylon

Mrs. David, Ceylon

M. R. Ry R. Doraiswamy Nuidu Garu, Madura
Mrs, G, A. David, Madras

Mrs. Klias, Madras

A. V. Govinda Mencn Esq., Coimbatore

P. Gopalswami Naida Bsa,, Vizagapatam
Mrs. Ga,dsden, Bellary

Miss G G. Hensman, Ceylon

Miss ‘ioon Cawnypore

Mrs. Mahahala Hedge, Mangalore

Tiady Supdt. Johnson Giris’ High School, Jubbulpore

Mrs. Kunhi Krishnn Nair, Calicut

Mrs. C. G. Kurien, Ceylon

Mrs, I, H, Lazarus, Berhampur

Irs. V. Lakshmanan, Jubbulpore

Mrs, Mistry, Cannancre

Miss G, Muthuwale, Madras

M, Md. Shaik Marakayar, Tinnevelly
H. B. Nagash Rao Iisq., Telliclierry

R. Nallaswami Pillai Esq., Tinnevelly
A. Narayanaswami Iyer Iisq., Dindigul
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Mrs, Padmanabha Nambiar, Calicut |
Dr, Warayanaswani Iver. Dindigul
Mrs, K. B, l‘d’arﬂyan:mwm‘t;hi Gunbur

The Misses Owens, 1J. 8, A, . .

Dr. Paru, Cannanore
Mrs, Pai, Madras
M. R. Punja 18sq., Mulki
. Padmanabha Rao Esq., Coleroon .
Mm V. R, Patel, Africa
Mars. K. Rajaratnam, Cevlen
The Hon., P. T. Rajan. Madrus
Mres, Sanilvi, Madras ,
Mrs. N. L. Subba Rac, Mangalore
S. Seshagiri Rao, Kan., Vedasandur

.. Mrs. Samuel, Palayvangadi

¥. 8. Srinivasa Iyangar Bsq., Dindigul

Mrs. S. Sankunny, Manjeri

Secy. Naravanier Library, Cannanore

Mrs. Thamban, Mangalore

Mre, Velodi, Berhampore

8. Venkateswaran Jisq., Coconada

A Venkata Rao KEsq., Ganguli

ino Sahib M. Venugopal Pillal Avl, Ce Lmbatore
T. R: Velayuthan Esq., Cannanore

M. R. Ry .. K. Venkatadrl Navakar Avl, Idagakottai

LK. P defivlva Eeq., Cevlen

\\\ “W

B2 ,
ikt

[N

s Lt e

9 ke e A W0 Q0 W

e W &

GO QO WY Lo e WO

LI o

(]

12

©

14

14
14

[anlil* S

LA - v ™)

[ S

12
(e
e

The

INDIAN LADIES MAGAZINE

Tol. ¥ ~ JULY & AUGUST 1932, : , No. 10

An enchanted world of mystic ¢hing
Of fairy lights, and gleaming gold,
Till we, on Time's eternal wings,
Grow old.

Fn————_

‘Ol Time, let not cur idenis perish,
- Age, lot not our visions die ;- ‘
But let us youth’s illusions cherish,
Tholgh fleeting years go hasting hy.

1

Padmind Sytthiaradhan.



ASPIRATIONS OF INDIAN

_  WOMANHOOD
' BY 'S

turbulent external astion
and internal misgiving,
T am afraid to stop and
.think and analyse my feol-
ings. Once I was told by an older
woman that this generation was living

in a Dblessad era ef great doing,
an  opoch - making period and a
historic landmark for all time. If we
pause to think, it is so. To take but

one phase of it, never befcre in the

history of India has there been such
forceful action on the part of her
women, It is absolutely marvellous;
within the last ten, nay five vears, shy
retiring women, who took no interest
beyond their ¢wn homes, have become
reusing forcez to such a degree that
far-seeing politicians perforce have to
stand and acelaim that ‘“‘the future of
India lies in the hands of her women.”
So, there is a” great future for’ us—the
making or un-making of a nation. Are
ve fit for it ?

The first heart-scarching question
should be “what are my aspirations?”
Have I any, or ama I just drifting ? I
am afraid to answer this for myself
The currents are too many and toc;
strong, I am either weak or lauy, so it
may happen that I am content to he
carried on.  Iiut “to be weak isto be

1

- miserable. ' —Ho—7

I have asked a few of my men-
friends, what they think are the aspira-
tions of * preseni-day Indian women?
The repliss wore varied and not too
complinientary, ““Oh, to be in the public
evo and court cheap popum:r.?ty'," said
one; “to talk platitudes to an arplauding
public and geot charming notices in the
papers’, said another. “Wrong Judg-
ment’’, said a third ; *‘wantir:: in sense
of proportion and perspoctive’, said a
fourth, and so on., Of cour»,'p, these
are the opinions of mere n, who
perhaps jusb?soe the obvious rud fail to
understand the motive fores under-
lying, the forceful current of anxiety
to work and serve one’s country.
Having so far been limited jus:
honie sphere, the rehound is into na-
tional life and thoe result is an upheaval
and the over-riding of all obstacles of
creed, tradition and usage. But the
pity of it is, that it has touched only
a few., It is up to these few to
transmit the working force. What a
grand opportunity for work! But isit
being dene? Or rather, are we not
wasting ourselves in the several ways
that men are criticising us for? To my
mind, the only hope of attaining real
nationality in India is by Social service,
and it i¢ up to us wonmen to do it. Those,
who like politics, may take part in
guiding the Covernment; but, I an sure,

to the
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r :r;j"":y

' : [ .
THE WOMANHOOD OF 1INDIA 445

most of us are more fit to take part in

" the “‘social dramaa’” around us, Woman

has always been the messenger of
“sweetness and light”, has been sung
through all ages as the grace-giver and
the peace-maker, and was in the first
instance created to bring gentleness and

refinement into man’s sphere. In India,’

if we get to the rock-bottom of things,
we shall find that this‘'grace’ has hither-
1o been denied to the life of the nation,

Women have been wonderful mothers,
' N . ’ : ' -
most faithful wives and true worship-.

pers of their deities, but they have not
gone beyond their own homes, and so
the refining touch of gentlensss, sweet-
ness and light has not been felt in the
institutions of the country; but what Let-

ter time isthere thannow for this ? So it

is up to us, in the words of a great man,
to ‘“see tho snoial Drama arcund us with
our owa eyes, to survey it in its peculiar
setting, to re-educate ourselves to renew
contact with reality, to look lovingly
around for a long time, for sight will
beget insight.”

In the snap-book of the Editor, I
have seen faces of shy beauty, of
eyes full of a curious questioning, of
a wanting to know and be known: these
were takon by her as she went through
the villages on her tours, I felt so sorry
for my village-sisters and such a longing
to help? Is it not my duty fo go round
to them and help them to live sweet and
clean lives, to spread sweetness and
light by teaching them hygienic ways
of living, and truth and honesty in doing
whataver thoeir hands find to do? 8o
littie of willage work is done by us. The
Missionary women of Kngland and
America are doing much for our people-
What of ourselves ¥

A

~ Service should be our watchword.
We, a foew friends living in the sama
neighbourhood, can hand ourselves to-
gother and get our women servants
together one evening in a week and
teach them to sew, to keep ficrs and
hands clean, and hair and garb neas, and
to live honestly and {frugally. Is it not
one_of the criticisms, levelled against
us, that as a nation we have not a sens3
of duty ?

An Indian lady, whom I know, the
mother of a high ofticial in Government,
gave an Al Home to her establishment,
both homs and officisl, I mean those of
the serving classes. She and her family
made themselves one with them in
eating, in games and in amusements,
much to the amazement of their guests;
and the dictum was'‘was thers ¢versuch
afamily ?” Woeare always demanding
work {y¥oin tur servants and we imagine
that a litsle inaction und a little kindncas
will spoil them. This is true in sevess
instances, but we must not forget that
they have the same capacities and
instincts for enjoyment that we have;
an afternoon-off, an evening at tle
Pictures, a visit to the Zoo, or an oppor-
tunity to listen to the aerial, or even
to got a glimpse of tho sea, will surely
lighten 1he monoctony of work. 1 once
sont my woman =servant and her family
to the Pictures and, on her return, sho
naively remarked, that, when she saw
the whirl of a wild storm on the screen,
she absolutely shivered with cold,
though it was a sweltering day in Mav!
Such are the possiblities. While we are
busy talking about “untouchables’ and
educating the literate, we each in our
own sphere, can in several ways train
the mind and the imagination of
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A beautiful spirit in a beautiful body
and in a beautiful environment, is what
is wanted now in India,—I mean by the
word “beautiful’” all that is best and

work of construction should begin.
Prepare and maks ready and have some-
thing beautiful.to offer, when you would
fain get rid of evil forces. Moral and

our own house-servers. Night and even- for vagrantsand the aged. Only a homey L @
ing classes for working men and women, institution can anchor the wandering ,E . = g
magic-lantern shows, can very well bo instinets of the tramp—and this again “h :} L8 i
managed by many of our educated girls, can only be done by women, . - :E 7 5 At
They can, and I am sure, willingly will, Each of us in our own sphere can, ) "5 @ —g ‘?‘:
. do much good work, if the social work= yith timé and thought, make nature, F e A
ing centres can open such classes, it Jymanity, love and lifé gain new mean- 2wy =
every possible division. " ings for us and deliver new messages to g 2 - e
It is-so easy to preach destruction, us;thusweand others will acquire “the § ;:?: et < P
I mean, to exhort to do away with evil seeing eye, the hearing ear, the receiv- 2 s :g E:
practices. But bafore this is done, the ing mind angd the heart to give largely.” é % ¥ 0
oS

School of

social Hygiene workers preach to the- holiest, Unity, sympathy, love and ,
. . - ;. Sl St o
poor unfortunates, but it would be so service will follow, bu#the centre of it § ZuTEE °4r§ 2
. - . ¥ . . - o AR = (&) =
much more effective if they had bright all is the realisation that the Creator B g; k.:am 20 =27
. . . - T - —p .
and beautiful homes to receive them has crowned each one of us with 3 §5i,’8§5 ’: g

. . s . o A <2 k2
into,asa counter-attraction; and Whocan wonderful graces, not for selfish enjoy- p ?3«2 93 ?*'Em
: . . . , ; ;TR LT LS
do this better than the women them- ment,but for shedding light and warmth § <2E3 : 853 3
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selves. It is the same with the institu- around, and this can only come by close ER5ZS 3':3:'53;3 @
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tions thut are being opened everywhers living with God alone. 2 é,&’ - IR HRs

. v S - E

‘ [l .
: E o SeClEaY
‘ % LPESgfles
i EEECacinos

R TAE AR
- 529" .n¢
MAXIMS OF CONDUCT. 6 SToos £54
ERELEESHE
' % ZEUZEREs
RSO L00

The comeliness of youth is modesty and frankness; of age, condescension
and dignity. )

Convey to others no intelligenco which you shoulg be ashamed to avow.
We should be careful not to follow the example of persons, who censure the
opinions, msnners and customs of others, merely tecause they are foreign to
them.

True gentleness is natural feeling heightened and improved by principle.

Be not overcoms by the injuries you meet with, so as to pursue revenge ;
by the disasters of life, so as to sink into despair;by the evil examples of the
world, so as to follow them into sin; overcome injuries by forgiveness, disasters
by fortitude, evil examples by fairness of principle.

. (SELECTED).
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conference of the Kerala Chris-
tian Congress held at Tiruvella

Mrs. Elizabeth Kuruvilla, M.A., Ex-M.L.C.
Who presided over the wonien's
in April.

Fhoto3:~R. Venkeba Rao, Srirangam.

Member,

Society ;
Nursing as a

Dry. Zone Coloni-

Reconstruction

Committee Member,

Rural.
sation Scheme ; Haspital Visitor, Colombo

Lad es’ Leaguo; Committep
Society for FPromoting

Incurables, Colombo+ Committee Mem-
Profession in Ceylon.

Housa Commnittee, Viztoria Home for

ber,-

Photo ;—Indian News Agency, Srirangant.



Rajkumari Shivapuri (sitting) with. Giriraj Kumayi {standing)
who carried away the first prize and silver medal in the Iilocution and
singing competitions held at the Kayastha Pathashale, Allahabad,

recently. . )
Thato ;~—R. Venkoba Ruo. Srirangam.

SHAKESPEARE'S KNOWLEDGE
' OF ASTRONOMY

BY H. FITZGERALD

T was no wonder that the
greatest dramatic genius
in the world's history

: knowledge ~ of physical
subjects, besides a deep insight into
those  philosophical. Shakespeare’s
knowledge of English law as displayed
in-his works led some to believe that he
must for some period in his young age
have served an attorney. Lord Camp-
bell, an eminent lawyer, wrote a whole
book on the poet’s knowledge of law,
called ““Shakespedare’s Legal Acquire-
ments.” He was not unfamiliar with
the craft of printing ; and it is said that
if he had passed his whole lifein a print-
ing office he could not have learnt any-
thing more of the details of the art

(“Shakespeare and  Typography”).

Again, Shakespearp displayed wonder-
fully his familiarity with insect life, and
the characteristics of birds and animals.
He was a keen observer of life and was,

therefore, as familiar with the charac--

teristics of plants as with those of ani-
mals. Yet again, Shakespeare’s know-
ledge of science—medical, geological,
and astronomical—was very wide and in
advance, in some respects, of his time.

The poet knew the boundless wonder
of the heavens, and he frequently refers
to particular constellations, to eclipses,

possésséed a many-sided-

meteors, and the signs of the Zodiac, as
well as to the planets Venus, Saturn,
Jupiter, and Mars. We may, perhaps,
fancy that it is the Shakespeare-Astro-
nomer himself, in the second scene to
Julius Cemesar, in the person of Cassius,
speaking to Brutus, thus—
“The fault, dear Brutus, is not
in our stars,
But in ourselves, that we are
underlings.”

In the following passages, we see
the poet alluding to tome of the impor-
tant phases of the heavens:

- Constellation of Virgo. In Titus
Andronicus (IV, 3), Titus says:

“Now masters, draw. Oh, well said,

Lucius !

Good boy, in Virgo's lap; give it Pallas.”

Eelipse of the Sun. In King Lear
(1, 2), Gloster says to Edmund ; -
“These late eclipses in thesun and moon

portend no'good to us”.

Eeclipse of the Moon. In Antony
and Cleopatra (III, 13), Antony, dis-
missing the mcssenger of Ceesar, says
to Cleopatra: ‘

“Alack, our terrene moon
Is now eclips'd ; and it portends
alone
The fall of Antony !”
Meteors. In  King John (V, 2),
Lewis says:
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This shower, blown up by tem-
pest of the soul,

Startles mine eyes, and makes
me more amaz'd

Than had I scen the v(tultv top
of heaven

Figur'd quite o’er with burning
meteors’,

In Kirg Richard I {TI, 4), the Cap-

tain informs the Iarl of
Salishury :

““The bay-tress in our country
ars all wither'd,

And metors fright the fAzed

» stars of heaven'.

Sigres of the Zodiae. In Love's
Labour’s Lost { V', 2), the Princess stipul-
ates the time limit before the King ;

Thaore stay, until the twelve
celestial signs

Have QDrought abont their
annual reckoning’.

The Moon's FPhases. In HEomeo and
Juliet (11, 2), Juliet says to Romeo: -

“0 swear not. by the moon, the
" ineonstant maon, ‘
That monthly changes in her
cireled orh,
List that thy love prove like-
" wize vatiable',

The Sun’s Jowrney. In All's Well
that ends Well (11,1}, Holena says to the
Fing :

“Ere twice the horses of the
sun shall bring

Their fiery torcher his diurnal
ring’’.

Comets, In King Henry VI, pt. I

1, 1), the Dulke of Bedford says:
‘Comets, importing change of
tinies and stutos,
Brandish vour crsstal tresses in
the sky;

And with them scourge the
bad revolting stars,
That - have consented unto
Henry's death !
Shooting Stars. In King Richard
I {11, 4}, the Earl of Salisbury says:
“Ah, Richard ! with the eves of

“heavy mind, .
I see thy glory, like a shooting
star,

Fall to the ba=e earth from’ th&
firmament |
u.umwhon of the Plancis, In
King Henry 1V, pt. LI (1I, 4), Prince
Henry cspe ks
“Saturn and Venus this year in
conjunciion ;

What says the almanack to
that ?” .

The Pletades. In King Henry IV,
pt. I (L, 2), spenking to Prince Henry,
Falstail says:

“We, that take purses, go by
the moon and seven stars
and not by Phoebus’,

Thi Greot Bear,  In Othelle (I, 1')
speaking of the flood, the Second Gentle-
man says

“The wind-shak'd surge, with
high and monstrous mane,

Seems to cust water on the
burning bear’’.

Tie Watery Moon. To A Midsummer
Night’s Dream (LI, 1), Titania, having
fallen in love with a mortal, says:

“Thoe moon, methinks, looks -

with o watery eye;
And when she weeps, weeps
every litsle flower,
Lamenting some enforeed chas-
tity ",
Compaosition of the Stars. In Ham-
let (I1, 2), in a letier to Ophelia, Hamlet.
writes : '

5>
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“Doubt thou, the stars are fire;
Doubt, that the sun d,oth-, move''

Mock Moons. In King John (IV, 2),
Hutert says to XKing John:

“My Lord, they say five moons
were seen tonight ;

Four fixed: and the fifth did
whirl about

The other fnur, in ‘wondrous
motion”,

The Pole Star. In Julivs Cesar
(171, 1), when Brutus and others pload
before Ciesar for mercy to be shown to
Publins Cimber, he says @ ‘

“But I am constant as the
northern star,

Of whose true-fixed and resting
quality

There is no fellow in the firma~
ment'’,

In the end, we may onece again
fancy that Shakespearo must have had
himeself in mind when, in Sonnet 14, he
thue describes his hero: -

“ Not from the stars do I my
judgment pluck;
And vet methinks I have astyo-

nomny, .
But not to -tell of good, or evil
luck,

Of plagues, of dearths, or
season’s quality ™.

PR TR oY

I3

THE PAST DRIFTS BY.

From far, the nodding t

ops of coco'nut trees

Woo baclk the dim forgotien past;
And, wafted on the wings o’ the gentle breezs,

C‘ome memorics in pale hues cast.

Like i‘(mdnr wiepy clouds, the Past drifts by,
Which clothe in whits the tumbling hitls,
But scon the clouds and hills and distant sy

]

With gorzeous light the sup-set fills

R.

C.
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INDIAN ART

& RELIGION

By V, THAN GASWAMI

p HE fnnotmn of art is 1o
“transform  the abstract
into the conerete, and
clothe the concrete in flesh
and blood, so as to pulsate

and throb with the life and vigour.

of a definite purpose. Art s
something impersonal and corexistent;
snatch art away, the object from which
it is dissociated becomes lifeless. It is
art that infuses life into the lifoless and
transfigures the unreal into the real.
It is this indefinable cutward garb that
makes stones live, and portrays
pictures of ancient fame and history on
the canvas of life.

True aré is religion writ large, If
not so, what could have been the causo
of the mural paintings and architecturnl
designs, which we find most prominent-
ly in IHindu, Buddhistic and Jain
temples and shrines ?  Art stirs up deep
emoiional feelings of aweand reveranco
and kindles the inner scul of an artist to
whise heat by fine impulses snd suscep-
tibilities. Just as fire is latont in flint
and comes to expression by friction, so
does art from religion,

It may be said that an artist
possesses an exact and comprehensive
soul, in the sense that he can admit of
the free and harmonicus play of mind
and body, brain and eye, through the
medium of critical faculties. The happy
blending of the physical and the mental
rosults in the production of a pictorial

design. The artist possesses such a-

keen eye, that he is able to perceive
even a microgeopic spot, which in his

view may loom large and tend o mar

the design, This acyte yense of vigilant.
perception is denied to the ordmnry man,
and hence the wxpression, “the eye of an
artist”. has come to assume a proverbial
aspect.

To infuse life into images and make
them throb with life and meaning isa
mighty task demanded only from a few.
Despite the onward march of centuries,
some pictures still hreathe lifs, as it
found expression aeons ago. An artist
finds joy and beauty in his work, which.
he considers a labour of love. ‘““A thing
of beauty is a joy for ever.” He visua-

lises the unseen with his prophstic eye

and hand. Through his facile pen or
chisel, he carves out the past in bits of
living glory, which serve as a peronnial
founsain of en}oyment and delight. A
note of joy and love is characteristic of
his whole course of endeavour.

Again the spirit of an artist is ever
yvearning for the unseen. For instance,.
the picture of a yoyi rapt in profound
meditation is the exhibition of the
perfoct control of mind over matter, the
sway of spiritual force overthe material,.
setting forth the creative aspect of the

—spiris. To represent this picture in live:

colours is to call forth the sgpiritual
talents of an artist. Sometimes delving
deep mtn the abyss of human misery, he

INDIAN ART

succeeds in porfraying a young man
in his prime, but apparently a
victim to gnawing caros and miseries,
with a haggard face, sunken eyes,
aching brows, wrinkled forehead, hollow
¢heeks,grey hair and sallow complaxion,

“the awful symptoms of premature old

aga,
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. By the stuc
tand seulpture
‘always unsafe t‘-o assume hat the
‘Indiar pomi of v is the same as the
¥huropean., Tt is just in the different
-ideas of realism and ' outleok uwpon
Nature that we find she gulf that
geparates Kastern thought and Eastern
art from Western. In India, plaborate
sculpture and exquisite archifecturo have
bean the resultants ofequickened reli-
gious enthusiasm; and the Hindu

concepsion of art, as the medium of
expressing one’s thoughts or emotions,
takes its pldce qldng witl* muQic and
; is a
conceptions, a
of the infinite.

and high-
evolved, iz the guintes
art. ) '

wronght philosophy

I the art history of Indis. we nes
never [ear a dearsh of ‘
the galaxy of painters and artisis,
figure illusirious’ names. Bengal,
meoere  than any other part of
India, has of late given birth to, a rich

i
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crop of avtists and painters, Artists are
thus the living instraments of the
modern renaissance, who rogard Ajanta
and Sanchi not as rum s, as oufsiders are
prone to do, but as “living cracles of
‘art.”’

“Art in India seeks to depiet not
ihe material reality, but the jdea that iz
behind ihe manifestatation of matter.
That is to say, to each piece of matter
ig attached mind, crystallised, amor-
phous or fluid, Thers is thus a world of
mind, of which the world of matser iz .a
qectio'} The p:":rpfve of ’Cmﬁ‘m ;ir’r is
T'ne struciure of th t' wor fd is d].ﬁt."[‘@]‘lai
from that of the matter world, Indian
mythology is a symbelic representation
of this werld, expréssed crudely bus
necessarily, in terms of material con-
cepts. Sois Indian seulpture, Gods with
four hands and three eyes are opposed to
our logic. But they rapreeemt the § ‘
~of a different logic, bein
world of mind,, It

A region 1:";:1} ::»f

¥

mand ynvarnished mys

elrates matier and
£ and feaitures
rhrougu creative suorzy,  When matter
is d;qcamnd we come in enntact with
i spirit that makes us

s
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wandar from

teads usto the s
no traveller returns,”
Maga ic lifted up. }.':Iera.-i.n

assonce of Indian art

5 an indax, nay, a tribute to
ati

onhood, The rm

o

c’y ml' umi Um

nngunl xﬂad f\m ficn and purpose of art,

which finds -its high  watermark in

pictures and paintings of Indian home-

life, amid peaceful and placid Eastern
cenas.

It is common knowledge that a
Western tourist or eritic is overwhelm-
ing in his praiee of Indian art., Why ?
If Buddha'’s image is the embodiment
of peace and quiet, then it is 3 marvel-

lous thing of art whieh, being “a thing

51

of “sauty,” as }'mcsis veould have ig, Yis
a joy for ever.” Tt is just liko publishing
a bbok exhorting others to practise
virtue and insisting on  every one
teading it.  Art is certainly utilisarian,
a potent reans of diffusing education,
religious principles and tonets,

In theory, therefore, there is little
difference betwesn worshipping an
image of Natarajn, or reading a short
discourse on Hindu religion and philoso-
phy. It is ncedless also to say that
to the truly-cultumd the worship of an
image ~ is unnecessary. “The vulgar
look for gods in water ; men of wider

TDIAN LATMES

1 thie meory that we we

¥ MAGARINE.

fznorant in woods, by c“*tz or ﬁ'Mr\m*f bus
- the wisest men in i ¥

Fiuf the human mi
iresch bevond it_..
grote  and

Afiod &S

of man

parts of God and have, by reason of onr
nwn actions, become separasted. And
the object of worshipping an image i3
to romind us of our past connyction,

This explains why, in our conceptions’
of Clod, we havo endowed him with the -

human form.

VWhen one understands the pure
pose of idol worship, conceding, of
course, that the really praiseworthy
thing would be to concentrate on our
conceplions of God without such exter-
nal aid, it iz easy to understand the
stroceure of a Hindn temple. When one
pictures to onesslf the thonsand-pillured
mandapnms at Madura and CJth[m'rmfr
ram, where art and fancy run amok, one
is frresistibly reminded of the lnes of
Congreve,

'

“How reverend is the face of this
tall pile,
Whose ancient pillars bear their
lofty hends,
To hear aloft its arched and
ponderous roof,
By itz own wgight made stoadfarst
and immovabla,
Tooking tranquility; it strikes awe
and terror to my aching sight.”

dge  in  celestial bodies; the

- sion, The ¢oloss

INDIAN ART

Like musiz and poetry, sculpture is
ronsidered a fine art, Indian sculptuares
are an actual realisation of greainess.
The most ndoneg  monuments of
shown af ihe
Moo 1:;}:521-:2. ‘:;E"Bl‘l‘;.}'ﬂﬂ of Madura, which
embody, not or A1
deap mhgmus 1 &
but -also f;he Bpiri‘c ‘of the timss.
The mur

u
ris. Tha
nd the
a1 el
ilavadal

gl
1

3 ting and most fmpress -
pretrzt;on s and thus art 15 fulfilled of its
purpose. There is much to be said for
the skill, with which movement is sug-
gested by attitude, gesture and expres-
al figure is a rapturcus
embodiment of divine femininity. The
God swnllowing the noison produced at
tho great churning of the Teean by the
Devas and {the Asuras; the Xalyana-
sundarar, the usual reprédsentative of the
marriage of Sundareswarur with tho
goddess Meonakshi (the fish-eyed) ; the
group cuntaining Biva with four arms
and with Umaparameswari by his side ;

Vishnu with four arms pouring water
into the hands of the God Biva, and
Brabma comfortably seutod aud offering
an oblation ; the giving o7 the Pasupata
weapon to Arjuna by Siva, enthroned on
Lis niountain and' erushing under his foot

, Vi-i/
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Ty
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the demon Musalagon, on whose pros-
trate firure he is believed to have re-
sumed the dance of which all the gods
wors i'.‘n-s,a witnosses; the exclusive

davotion of Bhr

that Iesd Parvati
consors in the form of Ardhanariswara.
"T‘ﬁ(ui was gwrhap: the commenlcemans

)
e
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i

[ IR S)

z8 D0

3 sugust buildin
stones with numboerless ]
above all, the Vimanaes wising from the
dim i'wi}‘l{bﬁ of tho ages,—all these
constitute the relics of ansiguity, where
the romance of history hhm g with the
romance of art, each illuminating tho
others. The temple is thus a feast of
besuty in itegnf;—at. the same time its

_historieat implisations are so profound

that it ¢ 1t to be a plaes of pilgrimage
to evory lover of boausy and aré,

As one passes slony the innor walls
of the Moenakshi teruple round the
waly faily $o realise
it of the rare

jotus tank, one scar
the importance and nid
workmanship of ancient Souwth Indian

art, that has ao  long  successfully

combalted against iho ravages and
inroads of time, 'The mighty picturss
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of a hercie past, conveying as they do
an aesthetic and reversnt effect, cannot
but appeal to the imagination. Such
pictures ars of descriptive, mythologi~
eal, anrchaologieal and  epigraphical
importanes., They rcan instruct the
~ Western world, disclosing as they dothe
splendid record of traditions, the glorius,
and the historical memories of the great
structures of Bouth India, They influence
one 1o a life of devotion in a remarkable

ﬁagreﬁu "Of the splendour of the Taj, for

instance, the Rev, W. M. Zumbro wrote

thus in the American Heview of Beviews

geveral years sgo: “Where is there in.

all the world & gemn of architeciurs
equal to the Taj st Agra, as [t stands
alone in its exquisitite garden on the
banks of the Jumna, the finest monn-

ment in the world to the most beautiful .

of sentiments, the love of man {for

woman ?7

THR MAMMOTH AND THE BACILLUS.

A Bacillus once perched jtself

upon the extromity of the trunk of a

. Mammoth, Immediately it had settled shere, o mischievous magician sliered the
oyes of the Mammeoth, so that they could wmagnify many more diamesers than
they were wont to do.  When the Mammoth saw the Baeilius, it lavghed, and
giving » mighty snort, blew the mﬁx}smlv small creature M\ray saying - ”"‘u:u

insignificant and impertinent little rasca

he romoved immediately from the end

of miy proboreis {7 Bub the Bacillus a mz“*}ed mors than the iammoth, and went

and hid in vomo food whish i knew tha .}

Mammoth, it started its ovil worlk, azsd. a8 the mighly ar

3

big crenburs would eal, Onee inside the
timat was not in very

goud health at the time, the tiny Bacilins was ennbled $» get a fine grip. Iy
mulitiplied by millions, and, being whirlad away in the blood-stream, su flled thqy
great ereatare with disease, that the monsier died, :

Moral: However big you are, nover make a mock of the infinitely small
you never know its powers, "

H. PORTEH.
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SERING SAPATAM-

.

THE‘ STRONGHOLD OF THE TIGER O

MYSORE.

By G. NAMJANATH, MYSORE.

nuthern End;a, Lying
hetiresn two branches of
the river Cauvery, which form an eye-
shaped island, . was the capital of
various Indian onarchs, from ”hama
malayya, the foender of the City, {

Tippu Hultan, £ Migor of Mysore.”

populous c¢ity. Its
weore crowded with
11 parts of India, ¥rom
it-indesd has sprui g the Xanarese saying

“Pattanada Koto--Ganjam Pete’ which

means " The foﬂrﬁ gy of Seringapatam—
The bazaar of Gidnjam.”” Ganjam was
that part of Se ‘l&’,‘a}{)&ﬁ&ﬂl where, the

major part of the population dwelt and

where merchant princes sat in their -

shops transacting every kind of business,
from selling grain to trading in
precious stones,

Now what remains of Seringapatam?
Only a few low mud walls scattered
here and there, that mark the site of
ancient houses. The great fortress,
which “under the influence of the aus-
picious stars was filled with ornaments,
articles of consumption and wealth—all
the requisites ¢f war, peace and great~
ness—and which under the grace of God
was wished to ramain ever free from all

nisfortunes’, is now in the lowest state

?f:’"”iﬁ E ?“T},"{f Vijayanagar, v

of ruin. Only six years after the sfone
bearing the above inscriptiocn was
srected, the fors fell—and from that day
into decay. i

In the year 894 A.D.,! Thirumalayya,
a Ganga chieftan, thinking ﬂ‘u’a}dhgié‘
covered island, yet unirodden by
human foot, fit for the abode of Gods,
built two semples, one to Ranganaths or
Vishnu, and the other one to Thirumala,
his tutelary God,

In 1454, Danavak Thimanna, after
getting permission from the Vijianagar
Emperor, built & {ort and ruled Asta-
grama, or eight villages, round Seringa-
patau.

Harasa, the founder of the sscond
dy nasty of the Vijlansgar Z.m:pemrs wio

nauered all Southerit India, captured
Epermgapatam and made it one of the
four centres of his great empire by ap-
pointing a Viceroy, who held his court
at Seringapatam,

After the decisive battle of Talikota
in the year 1565 A. D., Thirumala Raya,
the brother of Rama Raja, the laust
Emperor of Vijianagar, fled from the
battlefield. With him he carried away
fifteon hundred million rupecs worth of
sold, the last resources of the empire,
on the backs of 500 elephants, Haeg
reached Seringapatam in safety and
settled there still as a Viceroy. His
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successors held 1t till 1610 when it'was
banded over to Raja Wadiyar, the
powerful Mysore rujer,
~ Raja Wadiyar greatly extended his
territorins by subduing the local palegars
N {petty chieftaing). Thaethree subsequent
kings were also powerful. PBut after-
wards they were followod by n series of
weak rulers, who became puppets in the
hands of their Dewans (Ministers),

At last in 1761, Haider Al, who

rose from the position of a common
soldier to that of  commander-in-
chief, wrestod the throne from the.right
desecendants, He was follwed by Tippu
Sultan, the much-dreaded ecnemy of the
Britich,

- In the final race for supremacy, the
Eritish won and the fortress of Seringa-
patam was slormed and taken on a
fateful day in May 1769,

The fort itself is an object of great
interest, It isa massive structure of
stone and brick-work, at many places
mors than 100 feet high. Originally
there were three rounds of it, but now
only two rounds can be plearly seen,
There are deep trenches between lhose

fores, which were fornerly flled with

water, T'o make crossing more danger-
©ous, numerous crocodiies were  let
in. Eut now neither the water nor
the host of croendiles exisd, only 4 dense
growth of wild shrubs, There are
numerous gateways to this fortress, the
chiel among which are the Myscre (Gate,
the Bangalore Gato, 1he’ Flephant Gate
and the small water gate, by the side of
which fell Tippu Sultan in the last selge.
The Hlephant Gate contains an inseript-
ion sabout the fortress in Tersiun
by Tippu Sultan and an English transe
lation. : : g

:
General Baird assaulted Seringapatam.
from the Western side of the fort, A’
monument containing the names of
Tundian and Brisish regiments, which tosk:
part io the assaull, was erected there by“‘
the Maharajah of Mysore. A white-—f‘
washed cannon oo the other side of the:
Cauvery marks the site where the guns
weore placed in attack,

Tha dungeons, for which Seringa~
patam is famous, are two in number.
One was discovered in 1899 exactly a
century after the seize, How the
dungeon remained hidden so lopg is a,
mystery still unsolved,

It was in these dungeons that
the British priscners vc'iuring the
war were‘. confined. Even now the
stone pegs to which their hands
were chained can be scen, There they
had to stand all the time, til} night-fall,
when they would be raleased for sleep~
ing on the bare mud floor. In flood tima
the water would rise up to their knees
and the misery of these men can ho
better imagined than deseribed,.

De Haviland's Arch which remains
in a perfect condition to this dayy
was  built by a French Engineer,
De Haviland. It is a plain arch
whose single span is about 112 feet
in length and 3 feet in breadth. Tt ia
constructod of brick and mortar with
two . stone foundations at the ends.
There is a granite slab as keystone in.
the centra.” The wonderful property
of the arch is.that it vibrates if any -
one jumps on the keystone, The
vibration is distincsly visibie, Ho® De ,
Héqiland was able to do it neariy a

century ago is still 'a wonder. So far
* 10 enginser, sither Eastern or Wostarn, |

has solved the mystery of this arch.’
i

SERINGAPATAM,

Su great is the number of visitors to it
that a groove of more than six inches
in depth has been formed on the surface
by their constant tread. .

Many legends have arisen as to the
construction of this arch. One =says
““The Sultan, wishing to learn the secret
of the Feringhes, sent a sep‘vant to spy
on him when he was at work., The
Feringhee, who was working in the
strictest secrecy, shot the Sultan’s
servant dead on theé spot.” Anmnother
says "The Sultan, seeing the Feringhee's
wonderful work* and thinking\that he
would span the Cauvery by means of
these arches, had him beheaded.”

However, De Haviland was not
killed. In 1307, he designed and con-
structed the banqueting hall of the
Government House in Mysore. Another
account says that De Haviland never
visited Seringapatam at the time of
Tippu and that he built the arch after
the last seige.

Of the great palace of Tippu Sultan
only one ruined wall remains to tell the
story. ‘It was a great building which
contained many beautiful and stately
apartments,” says an account. But now
only the wall with an English signpost
on which there are the words, “Here
was the palace of Tippu Sultan’,
survives, . '

The huge temple, wishont which
any Indian capital is considered to be
enqual to a forest, was built by Tiruma-
layya, the founder of the City as we
have said before. From that time it
has stocd through wvarious kingships,
every king in turn enriching it. Even
Tippu, who was known to be very
hostile to Hindus, Jeft the temple un-
moiested and - actually gave rich
presents to it,

A colossal figure of Sree Ranga
Natha, one of the forms of Vishnu,
‘adorns this beautiful temple. The
fizure lies in a resting position on Adi
Sesha, the serpont-bed of Vishnu.

There are also other minor teraples,
the chief among which are the Nara-
simhs. Swami tomple and the Gunga-
dhareswgrﬁ temple. Tippu had the
towers of these two ~ temples re-
moved, because “‘they overlooked his
zenana.’

*Phe paradise of Seringapatam lies
in the Daria Dowlat Gardens’ remarked
a traveller, and it is true. The happiest
hours of Tippu’s life were spent in these
heavenly gardens., There on the stone
steps he would sit, free from his royal
worries, dreamily watching the river
Cauvery roll by.

\

The garden and the palace inside it
were huilt by Tippu Sultan, The garden
was filled with flower and iruit trees
from all parts of India. Tippu even

sent persons to Afghanistan to bring

seeds of rare plants. 3o fond was he of
these plants that they were watered
with milk, curds and cocoanut milk,
After the sack of Seringapatam the

“garden fell into Tudnry it it was restor-
ed by Colonel Wellesley, whose-hagd.

quarters it became after the seige,

The design of the palace in ithe
centro of the gardens was copied from
the palace of Dilaver Xhan, Mognl Gov-
grior at Sirva. Tippu spent an encrmous
amount of monoy in building and decor-
ating-it. Every nook and corner of the
build.ng islavishly decorated with colour
designs,  All the farnishings in ihe
palacs, except the carpets and cushions,
are recent additions.
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The slde walls of the palace vontain
paintings depicting the victory of Haider
and Tippu over finglish troops. Another
p.lw ing shows the pnrtmu% of d jdor
and Tippu in diff erent attitudes and of
Wahammedan and Ip ndi officery
Tippu, The pointings were exscuted by
the orders of Tippu :md thaey have been
well-presery edl, ‘

“Afrer Tippn's death, he was burled

“in the Royval cemetry, oalled fhe
" )

by the side of hisgi

i b
urnbus

iz gitnated on a peacefn
at !

b;,r wnrrounded oo all sides by &

“trees, plantad at the

f-"};ut’*’l Fall of big
wime of Tippu,

ing-pine As ns zgrn of con-

fempt, every .”'thn*l isdan who pa

.

“Tust o there are days when

Tepond studded with pre

that way throws a sfone a4 the grave of
the unhappy man.

Another interesting sight of Beringa-
patam is {* otts’zs Dangalow, onece the
Tolonel Beott, One secount

Fesidence of {

gays thet ho drowned himself in the
river aftor learnineg that his wife and
ehiid had died of cholera,  Another =ays

that ho drew & pension a nd relurned to

Trelend, his native place.  Whatover
may be she a.c?cmmats, t;‘h‘: _bumz:a}o's:r is
worth-sesing,  All ity furni ave

baen well-pressrved, ?:-c-a..-m'» it wasg
expected  that  Colonel Beoit would
turn.  But hoe did oot return, Now it
' i, H. the Maharajah

ars have olapsed sineo
t. From that fime,

‘countiess visitors have seen and admired
it, and still iv s a place of unfailing
interest, well worth o visit,

my lifo secms to have been a Golden
s jowels, a flowery field with multitndes of blossoms,

a radiont morn with love and } men ness cTOWNIng every hout; 8o there are other

days when, frying te re¢
a fmﬂ»a'g of niter emptinesy,

What is the truth of a human life,

oliset nv 1ifa, T am filled only with & great disgust, and.

and who . can find it? God Hiwself

would be puzzled. In the midsi of all this anguish and delight ; this ilth and this

lumincus purity ; this Qeshy body filled with hell fire, and this
where is the truth ?

with heroizia and beanty—

same body alight

8o, on some imaginative days, my mind is like & stained-glass window,
through which I see beautiful and fantastic beantios, marvellous forms and richest

colouvrs; and on other days, I look only through dull, grey-glass windows and

view the dull groy rubbish-heap called lifo,
If we could anly dive down within ocurselves snd bring up thoughts, as
the diver brings up pearls—-—precious pearls from the closed oysters uf ,«,ienue in

the dopths of our sub-conseiousness!”

{Sclected)

i

A VISIT TO THE ROYAL MINT.

LONDON

- “""" "l"’ELE sight. of vast quantities
%ﬂh of money is very interest-
Fﬁ ing and aitractive, especi-

“%ﬁ}
E@g{;miﬂﬁ; ally if one is permitted to

wafch the intricate process
of making the coins. Some little while
ago, I visited tho Royal Mint for about

two hours. [ should have liked to spend

much longer there, to watch more close-
iy all the phases of the wotk, which I
had only time to glimpse atin sucha
short time.

The first place our party went to
was the furnace room, where molten
metal is mixed over huge furnaces—
certain quantities being melted together,
according to the coins about to be made.
This is stirred continuously by an elec~
iric stir, in order that the various metals
may he eveniy blended, and afterwards
run out into moulds to cool into bars.
The rough ends of these bars, when they
are cooled, are ¢lipped off by a machine,
and one end and one side turned on an
electric grindstone, but it is to be noted
that the small pieces cut, and even the
minute particles from the grindstones,

_are c,avpfullg collected and used agram

in the furnace.

The heat in this room, the glare of
the multi-eoloured flames {rom the fur-
naces and the incesrant noise and acti-
vity of the men tending them, made us
glad to pass along to the next room. .

Here the bars, cooled and levelled
off, are annealed in order to soften thoe
metal and prevent it cracking, as it goes
through the various processes which are
to follow—the actual annealing heing a
specific treatment by acid and water,
Great pressure is put upon the barsto
bring them out fo the thickness required
for the coins. As they come through
the “‘prossure’” machine, they are tested
in the following way i—one bar is taken
from each bateh and a coin is cuf from
it and weighed on a very dolicate
halance., If a bar yields & coin too
heawvy, then that bateh is sent through
the machine again to be subjected to
further pressure, Light bars are reject-

.ed, 2nd sent back to the furnace roon.

‘When the bars of metal of correct
thicknsss are accumulated, coing are cut
out from theni, the rumber cut from ane
bar of mstal varying, of course, accord-
ing to the type of coin, All “trimmings”
of thic metal are seunt back to the furnace

_room for re-melting.

~ Noxt, the coins are put through a
machine, Which isreally a marvel of
mechanism—ench coin is gripped by 2

“sort of collar, which mills the edges,

whilst by the simultanecus movement
of & “hammer” above and below it, the
coin is stamped. Here then is the coin,
shaped to correct size and weighs, stamp-
ed and milled, Eut the metal has been
softened before stamping, so now the
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finished coins have to be further 1‘; SIper-
ed to harden them against long'usage.
The acid process for this jpurp;:‘)s@ dig-
colours the eoins, so they have fo pass
through machines in whiclhh they are
washed and dried. . ‘

A further test now takes place—each
¢oin being passed over a balance, which
automatically sorts them into. three
varieties, those of exact weight, thope
slightly under and those slightly over

“required weight., These differences are,
of course, very minute and not sufficient
to justifly rejection of the coins, o when
they are being counted after test ling, an
osqual number of the “lighter” variety
of coin is put with the “heavier™ones as
a remedy. Before being o mn‘:ad into
bags, however, the coins arz all parse
over & moving helt and it is the Jl.'ﬂ'} of
certain men to watch these all day for

< any that aro defective. We watchod
two men who sat with eyes glued on the

" rows of coins passing before them, o1l of

which looked boautiful and perfest to
our inexperienced eves, but 31:f3~x'e'f'k‘xh“‘*
at intervals one of the “"Waschers
ould sweosp on a cein and tuthlessly
throw it aside. This would be sent back

10 go through the whole process again,

We saw also the “ringing reoms *osmall

cubicles almeost like telephone boxes,

.. wheto ]un )t‘fié‘-(liru]) or sound coins to

“ssa if they “ring true,” Not every coin

1&1 ,mvd in thiz way, but a seleckion

© from each bhatch,

Bnglish pennies and farthi
made at the timoe of our vi
! varieties of other Europe

l‘lm

cortain Afriezn moui

L BRAVE

wheraas many

a hale }D the conir

~
™

In another room the coins are
counted into linen bags, all by machine,
and the bags packed into steel-bound
hoxes. Of course, strict supervision is
kept over all staff working at the Mint,

every scrap of metal and every coin has

to be accounted for and che men are not
allowed to move in and out of their
respective work-rooms. At night the
money is all placed in huge safes and
the whole well-guarded.
This (:omp.leted the making of the
coins, but we had now an even more
interesting visit to make—to the die
stamp room, Here we looked at rows
of plaster casts, the designs for coins,
sedals, ete., as submitted by artists.
These ate all kept and from them are
mude teverse and inverse metal die
stamps. The centre of this room is
oceupied by a large machineé, which I
understand is the only one of its kind in
existence and which might well be
calied an “Artist-machine.” This will
copy fuithfully any metal die stamp,
reduecing or enlorging the size of it
Thus an artist may submit a design for
a medal, his plaster cast measnring ten
inchies across, whereas the actual medal
has to be only one or two inches. In
sach & rcase, when the mesal die has
hoen cast from the plaster, the “Artist-
Machine,” correctly adjusted, will copy
the in minutest detail on to
another stamp of the required sive. We
achine at work., Twe
nietal d oine with
the design and s veey emall one *vnw};
ive the identical design, The
coveeal by a const ;'at flow
th wors revolviug, but
their moveniong
perr'ephbli:. Twa  stesl
pointers movoed mncurrent)v, 05 GYOE

3

wazc;:ed the

werd Uil U a lar

LIFE AND DEATH

sach disc, the one tracing and the other
repeating the design. Their movemant
is cireuiar and cutwardsfrom the cenire
of the disc. The work in hand at that.
particular time would take forty-eight
hours to complete, and then the machine
would stop automatically.

We were shewn a4 small block of
mesal, which had apparently & small
dont or scratch in the centre—onlooking:
through =z powerful mapgnifying glass,
this “serateh” proved to be the exact

221 | 51

impression of the King’s head as stamped
on a penny, and this is the smaliest
work the ‘*Artist-Machine” can produce.

This particular room is in the sole
charge of one old man, who is obviously
complesely absorbed in his work and
is only too delighted to point out all
details to interested visitors. This then
somplesed our tour of inspection, and a
very interosting and instructive .visib.

MABIEL BYE.

LIFE AND DEATH

- By H. PORTER.

i a splendid figure
iy 4;‘.’3 ~journeyed from Hea~
.ven, ‘(hruugl‘ tho planes of
being; down towards the
world. As he flew with
unfurled wings, glittoring brilliantly
amid the shining of a myriad lights
whish radiated from the beings and
objocts of the spirit-weorlds, he laughed
for very joy of the Infinite, " Wherever
he flew, new creatures formed; yet
thiy noming into being is a Gre:{l&‘fiﬂl

orderod by perlect scienco, for this god
‘of Life is omniscient and omnipotent.
There are no accidents in the original
creation of beings. Men alone spoil Life!
Passing from an unrestricied dimension,

_down to the limited dimensions of the

Jower planes, Life lunded upon the
planet Earth, after having passed the

mighty galaxies of stars and suns. As he
stood contemplaiing the quarrelling and
hating nations of Mankind, he t:uddenly
looked up, and lo! there was Death,
standing in hideous gorb just a little
distance removed from him, For a
moment, Life looked rather staggered to
behold Death so close upow him. “VWhat
doest thou here i’ asked Life. “The
nations are at war again,” answered
Death, “ and I am come to gather up
the spirits from. the carnage.” Life
looked, and heheld myriads of spirit"
leaving their mortal bodies os easily
and quietly as a living mortal takes off
his eoat and casty it aside. Life
looked and said, “‘Life, life life, all is
Life " and $he grinning skeleton
at his side - turned inie a glerious
angel, saying ‘T am thy slave, O Life I
Here I give thee thine own!”



EDITORIAL N »flff}m;’f: :

(1), THE JOINY FAMILY 5YSTERM

IN INDIA.

f U modern world, as an
s American paper decsribes
il it, has G’,'c;n]ﬁ:'{rd Yo civila-

airazs  sation, which tends do
. benonie urbanised, indas-
trialised, speecinlised, mochanised anpd
organised,” Corporate budies, there-
fore, are everywhere hecoming the

correct thing. And yet, this spirit of,

union. whieh at.one time was fouad so
necossary, is now becoming hard te
cope with, and makes it difficult for
individuals to preserve their separate
personalities.  ‘This state of  affairs
spacially  obtaing  in  Indig, where

the joint family system is in vogue.

The fa mﬂ" a'r:‘-tem in India, accord-
ing to an Bungland-educated Indian, is
“both nmore cxlensive and mora fufensive
than the Baglish one, sinceg an average
Indian stands aghast at a definition,
which excludes the father and niother,
let alone brothers, sisters and cousins
There was o time perhaps when
such a custom conduced towards more
good than ill. A joint-family life, no
doubt, is a very fine thing when taken
in the right spirit, i. e., when indivi-
duals ‘are given proper scops to expand
in the midst of a conglomerate system.
But such ‘& thing, is always hard,
especinlly now, when' fhero is neither
time, nor energy, let alone patieuce, o
apportion individual clamls amid family
responsibilities ; and therefore at the

pr(a!mnf moment, public opinion is all
{or separation into smaller families,
Qomething can perhaps be said, in
favour of the family systema. In the
first place, thereis an esprit de corps
created, oven though in rather o coniras
tised manner ; for family unjon can in
a- way he said tobe a step upward to
co-operation in social and public life.
Sesondly, the strong bond of feeling
between the family members is s0 strong
that it is bound to foach some sltruism
and sell-denial. Butual participation
again in  joy and sorrows s apt to

snhance the former, and lessen the

latter. Moreover, it is easy in familias
to give nocessary pecuniary help to the
pocrer mimbers, and henee actual want
s loss likely to be folt. There will o

1y & better opportunity for morve Cﬂ‘:(:lmib
work, because it stands to reason that a
1 ni?\;eelfmmly' must possessmore staying-
power under difhculties than a single
individuai. Moreaver, in our land of
child-marrinwes, it is often sssential for
the young wife to havs the 5;1,:1}79-"'vz==.1on
and the sdvice, for some time at loass,
of the mother or mother-in- law, on

household. matters,

But tren, ‘most of these advantages
are very mythical, and whore they do
exict will exist in even gresater measure
if suitable measures ware substituted
for the joint- farnily‘.” Moreover, there
are many disadvantages, The sway of
the older woman for instance, is apt to
lie avery heavy on the young wife.

Meither the young husband nor his
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Tittle wife can dare to be happy in each

other's company, for fear of being
ridiculed asteo seniimental. There is
also no oppoertunity given to the young
people to expand in any way, Mistakoes
of course will be made by them, if left
to themselves; but such are necessary.
How can the child learn to walk, if it is
not .muwed so risk falls? Joins families
+hus lepd to repression, which in its

turn is the cause, in both boys aod girls,

of timidity, want of self -cunﬁden oe,

losz of responsibility and independencs

of thonght, lack of decislon and initia-
4

tive, and encouragemoent of. childish
iz . and  conduct. (mar, els am‘i

fear of erit icr:m over well-tueant ssirorts_,
sromeant of }azmnbs and dizine]

ihey "md

wWOmen ’uf t}w ald-fashionad: ny pe, whu
¢are for nothing bevond

malters. Bub, it does e hfmev on the
vounger and moers modern WO An, wha
in tlw abzence of older \mu-m, moy

find herseolf af the head of & farge united
family. Ihave heard many such ladios
bernoaning the want of Jeisure for
themselves, Therefore, as our Bngiish-
educated Indian says: "It may be that
the joint family wasg a very necessary
and uselul instimi;ivzn‘x in {ormer days:

but now it is ns old and decrepit as a

twenty-vear old cow, and nmach more

of a drain on the nation’s resounrces

than that. Bo it is that it iz slowly
dving out and is being iroplaced by a
family, corresponding closely to the
Fnglish type. It wonid he a real service
to the couniry, if we were consciously
to bring about this referm, instead
of allowing it to come sbout uncon-
seiously™, :

The disintegration of the joint
fomily system should not mean, how-
aver, as it sometimes does in the West,
the hreak-up of home-life, marriage-
separasion, sonjugal independence, the
'relm{flﬁé)rz of children to the care of
rirelings. the rapid 1‘nechm1iﬁrw of

wenholds, or the  abandonment of all
j'omi';‘g abligations, specially in the case
»"ena,ﬁmn.-». Union of

opt up, and renily nught ta

dren 01, the
households
Yot, they ail m,xk

1 tinesy snd fln-w' '-il’d(‘ll ;N UTe
ansther n in timos of stres: snd
trouble,  OF gnurss, thore is =omo
inconvenisnce eauscd, a5 well asz in-
crease of cxpenses: but at the same
time it will Le well to remember that, in
these times of hurry and bustle and
solfish material aims, it will not do us
any harm topause a while and give
sympathesic help, not only where itis
nnconscionsly necded, but also where it
is consciously sxpected,
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(2). AN AMERICAN OPINION
OF INDIAN WOMEN.

It was with great interest that we .

read the following comments in an
American paper about the Mndian Ladies
Magazine, as a mouthpies for Indian
women. We had scarcely dared to hope
that thers would be anything for the
American woman to wonder at in tho
progress of her Indian sister ; much lesg
therefore did we expect her to beo little
herself in comparison, The fact remains,
however, that there can be no invidious
comparisions really made. If one is
superior to enother in one matter; in
anotheronemay bo inferior. The halance
is thus kept up. The chief poing is that
one should take lessons fram the other
and try to improve. Wa commend
therefore, to our readers, the comments

of Marion Clyde Mc Carroll {senn {o us’

by the kind courtesy of Mr. Napoleon
Bernard), especially this sentence-,
“Indian woman are going to lght fempe-
ation to actept opinions ready-mado,
but we have already yieldsd,”
Is this not a very important point ?
In modern days, cne is inclined o think
-oneself vory independent and up to date,
perhaps because one makes bold to flout
the settled obunious‘of people of an older
age and fashion, And yes all thisflouting
and so-called independence isin a way
but a modo of herd-thinking. ‘I like to
be independent because I z‘u‘n; told that
is right. I like to flout convention be-
cause that iz right,” thinks tho average
~modern girl, Dut we, Indian women, do
not waont that, We want to be able to
think for ourselves; and at present
in this transitory ago, individual or
“small-group” thinking is better in a
way than a completely corporate atti-

tude, We want indeed “to be prepared
at home for receiving education on the
vight lines,” not only for obtaining if.
We wmjﬁ: intensive and preparative
education. : ‘
farion Clyde Me. Carroll wriles,—

“We have just been looking over
BEOME cop‘ies of a 1_'nag:-§zzinﬂ sontus by a
iriond of the woman's page.

“The publication, quaintly called
the JIndinn Ladies’ Magazine and pub-
lished in Madras, India, is an sall-round
periodicg) evidently designed {o keep
the modern Indian women- abreast of
developments, which particularly affect
her interests politically, socially and in
various othor directions. Burprisingly,.
to us anyhow, it iy published in Thglish,

Our perusal of the journal left us
wondering, as cone frequently does
wonder, after learning of what women.
are doing in other counivies, if Ameri~
can women aro guite ag mature in their
astitude toward modern life as they are
apt to believe.

We take so much for granted about
ourselves and we take it far.granted. so
smugly., We are so éu:m that e are
well out in tho lead in tho world of

“women in advanced ways of thinking
wive ways of doing., We are

and progre
50 ready to assunie that we have more
ipitiative dnd more independence than
women of other nationalities,

Undoubtediy, it is quite irue that
we are more active bere in the United
Gtates in the sense that we do mere
things. The records of our clubs and
our campaigns, our conferences and our
carecrs, stacked up alongside those of
Furopean and Asiatiz wonmen, would in
all probability make much thoe higher
pile of the two. :
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But that doesn't mean as much as
wo somefimes think, We may bs run-
ning faster than some others in the
feminist race, but that isn’t any as-
sarance whatever that we are going to

‘reach the goal vears ahead of thom.

We may be all out of breath by the
‘time vthey are just getring 8 good start,
and in the end moy be lucky if we
arrive neck and neck.

The most significant difference bet-
ween the way we American women go
t0 work and the methed of women
belonging to vider races is that we have

" 3 tendency to plunge without thinking,

where they hold back and consider. We
acs on the impulse of the moment, and
in the direction the moment sooms 60
indicate, where they procesd deliber-
ately, making certain they ktow where
they want to gel before they start.

We are thinking especiully, in this
connection, of the remarks reported in
the Indian Ladies’ Magazino fo have
been made at the sixth All-India
Women's Conference on education and
soctal reform- by Mys. P, X. Roy, presi-
dent of tho conference, :

“Thoe towptation of attending meos-
ings and conforences, Jecturs halls and
platforms is coming into our lives,” said
Mre. Roy., ‘HNo doubt they have an

educating influence, but we ought to be
prepared at homo for receiving them on
the right lines.’

Now, if there is oue temptation
more than ancther that has entiraly run
away with us in this country, it is this
very one which Indian women are
apparently going to do their uatmost to
fight, That is the temptation to let
others do ofr thinking for us, to acpopt
views and opinjons handed out to us
ready-made from the lecture platform
and in the canference hall,

As arace, we Alnerican women are
mentally lazy. It is much easier and
miore pleasant (o it in comfcrtable
clubrooms and listen to others telling us
what we ought vo think—or what they
want us to think—than it is to use onr
own minds on jmporfant guestions and
make them up for ourselves. It is so

" much simpler te appoint committess to

study child labour and prohibition and
other matiers of public wellare and then
votp yes or no to the resolutions they
pregent,isha‘n it i3 to come to conclu-
sions of our nwn.

It would bo an excellont thing if
samie of our women's organization would
frame that frst sentencs of this Indian
woman feader and hang it on the wall

of their clubhouszes.”

WOMEN'S FINE ARTS AND
CRAFTS EXHIBITION. MYSORE

AR

SRS HE opening ceremony and
é ’{?ﬁ‘% i prize distribution of  the
o U

”5,34,{ { Women's fine arts  and
g X ” Ay wgy s
,‘ig';.”.‘g;;, ﬁ grafts Exhibition, Mysors,

whichwasheld on Monday,

the 4th of July 1932, under the auspices
uf the Ghagini Seva 8amaj and the
distinguished presidency of Eritaathi
Rajakumari Leelavathiyavarn, was
5 signol suceess in every way., Besides
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Rajakumari Leelavathiyavaru, Raja-~
kumari Desaraj Urs also graced the
occassion, along with a number of
distinguished visitors. Their Highnesses
were very pleased with the Exhibition
of the work of Mysore women and

<howed their appreciation by comment-- %

ing upon thera.

An - interesiing programme was
gone through, every item of which was
thoroughly enjoyed by the audience,
which numbered roughly 500600

persons. The welcorne address was read .
by Srimathi Dr. T, Abbayambal, the

Vice ’Pre‘-ldr-nt

Then "irmmtln i‘\mmtha. Bai, the
Honorary Secretary of the Bhagini
Cava Samad, presented the report of

oy

for the year 1931-19032,

the Samal

~After the .E"Jm:m.den;u s speech, came

tho formal opening of the Iixhibition, by

satting the pink ribbens which formed

a cordon over the floral curtains of the
- ud,l‘ﬂﬂ.j putrance.

“After their Hi g)»nesmq had gone
round the Exhibiticn, they cams hack to
the daizto perform the pleasans function
of giving wway tho prizes, first to  the
winners of the various Exhi x11~ and
then to the women and giris of . the

qama; who }mddw Linguuhed themselves
in the year’'s work.

The Secretary of the Smsm; had
collected a substantial sura of nearly
Rs. 500, of which Ra. 150 ‘was  set
apart for silver and carved and inlaid
prizes for the winners. Certificates.

»

were also awarded to those who needed
sormtmendation for the good work done..
The Sri Vani Vilas Ursu boarding school
and the vocationa) institute for women
won such certificates and prizes. The
Bhagini Seva Samaj also won some:
certificntes and prizes.

Mention ‘must be made of the
generous donations reccived for thﬂ
cause; from Her Highness the MMah: arani
8ri Vani Vilas Sannidhanadavaru C, 17
Rs, 150, the Mysore Government Ke, 100
the city Municipality Bs. 100, tho District
Board Re. 100, The Exhibits comprised.
mainly hand- work such as, cotbon and.

sil¥ embroidery, crotehet work, tatting, -

knitting, woollen garments of “every
description, fmpl}iquev worl,  drawn-
thread apd neb work, plain sewing, and
piciures done on eanvas, waler-colour
and oil paintngs and s:‘n:et(:l.'zes; head
curtains and bead work of e)tlwr kinds,.
and Jigna work and Tuftan work, &to.
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death  broke him down, Ho was

onupjons of only

Ton
sud more sorrowful than sorrow,

Kasi Alyer was the Munsiff of
Ulundoor, = historic  village, ‘fed
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his friev
flattering satellites;
nude menialy danced
ance cn him, But hiss
had pasted away. Tha sgeptre of his
sway had lefs his hand for ever. '

At the tims of which I -write, Kasi
Aiyer was fifty years oid. If he
maintained the prodiguons vitality of a
*varsity sathelete, it was because he
had never shirked ‘drill’ in his school-
days, nor did he shun any kind of toil
even to-day. He had waded through
the Sastras, and stored his head with o
plentiful stock of theological texts, But
none of them could recsneile him to his
lot, )

Not long after Maenn's

denth, Kasi
e could not

A

Alvor began t

got on without
i

all life and gladness to himn

Lge.

d'*”\ un the

Uiia

Inoking and

descnpt as nons cther/than _,r.J‘)iuor
Appaswami Josyer, a perscn, in whosa
mateh-making proclivities the whole
distriet had supreme confidence,

Kasi Aiyer led the oll man in and
roceived hiny in a fitting manner. The
Josyer untied his bundle with of course
the usual preamble of blesrings and bene-
dictionk, and, drawing outs some of the
contents, moved closer towards his host.

A busy ssaveh for about an henr aad s
guarter resuited in o wonderful dis-
govery, u fine ma,mv:cru t, its corners

which dweli some planet or another.

Ho

iding this paper in his hand, the old
man showed his two rows of ivory, and
exclaimed,

“Herg is for you, Kasi, in placo of
your deceased wife, an angel who will
outlive you.”

A sudden smile illumined Xasi
Alver’s face, .

‘A thousand E'uanks; fo- vour self-
ask,”” he said d Iaid himself

‘ucfore i,he sanctinnmie:us

hxu pursn and,

the cuppad palm ni his

i,
J ‘]p‘i. |3 m!‘{;
may hoaven
; QS8 a8
tho bey sila,

a girl of sixteen, fed on the hekm‘nv meal
of Westorn culture. FHer father had
passcd away without leaving her any-

thing to fail back upon. She had no
knowldge of a mother, for that woman
had died on the first anniversary of
Susila’s birth-day. An unnatural pater-
pal uncle was bringing her up with daily
groans and murmurs. In fact, he'was
panting to get vid of her by trapping her
into matrimony, Trying as was her time

.
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in her unele’s house, and though publie
columny was hard against her, Susila
could not bring herself to be a slave in
the world’s auction-mart. $he was a
fres girl, faithiul t5 all that was bhest
and highest in her sual. -And, when the
would bo well-wisher of her guardian
spoke prandiloguently of Easi Aiver, in
the same struin as a skilful salesman
spoaks of his wares, Susila drew horself
up to her full height and shot s whole
gquiver/of arguinenis against her uncle's

proposal. 3

“The next day dawned in the sireets
with the nsual liveliness. Young house-
" wives, tucking brass-pots of water under
their arms, were hastening to their
houses to make rico-cakes for the break~
fast of their heary husbands. Widows
of younger age still were kneading
seraps of cow-lung into fuel-cakes, their
sisters scouring culinary utensils within
close range of thén. Dainty damsels
were returning frora their matutinal
piunge in the sucred stream. Regiments
of Purohits and Pundits, armed with
patent caste-marks and Lusa-gross, were
marching with their eternal cries to
God on high. The hum-drum green-
grocer, the curd-seller, the ghee-vendor
and the hawker of provisions, filled the
air with their deafening advertisements,
But nothing impressed Busila, Her
mind was shut against the trivial and
the commorn-place.

That day was {0 see the turning
point in the history of Susila, Her
uncle, 2 pious Brahmin, had jeft hLis
house for the temple. Susila availed
herself of his absence and slipped out of
the house, not wishing to step into it
again, She wasnotan aimless wanderer
cut for “doles,” but an enlightened g1r1
with positive prospects.

Sooner than it takas to tell, Susila
curad admission into a nursing-school,
tachoed to the town-hospital of Chetti-
otia, a neighhouring town $o which the
diseased humanity of the district went
for treatment. Ten months of stronuous
preparation entitled her to a jub in the
hospital, The poor girl was ridiculed,
scandalised, and bhated by her caste-
people. She was the target of her sox,
whether round the common well, oron
theriver-steps. Many women even forgot
their mutual  animosities and stood
shoulder-to-shoualder in the ssered duty
of penalising Busila, Buta college-brad
boy hers, or an enthusiastic reformer
thore, hailed the news with immense
satisfaction.

™
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Onece appointed, Susila was up and
doing. She almost spiritualised her
profession by her love of it. The cecu-
pants of the fifty and odd beds in her
ward looked up to this slender but self-
forgetting girl as their guardian angel,
The smart house-surgeons in their war-
paint vied with cach cother for her
favours, DBut, Susila never folt drawn
towards any one of the latter. She
put on a grave and serene atiitude
and never gave them the ghost of a
doubt that she dis-liked their advances.
But, with her pasients, she was quite

Joviol. 8he never denied them a smile, if

a smile could console a sick man., She
deemed nwo work menial, and did the
labour of ward-boy and scavenger, if
they were not available. And tho one
person, to whom she felt mysteriously
drawn, was No. 50, Whese face and
features were not unfamiliar to her.

Susila looked at the case sheet of
Ne. 50, The doctor's diagnosis was a
grave one., This man was pitiably pale,

v

N>
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and wretchodly washed-out, He was
very near death and despite oxpert
medical attendance she knew he would
suocumb,  “Deliver him from the jaws
of death, if vou can,” was her innocent
entreaty 1o God and the doetors. No. 50

~understood her, though he could not

hear her; and, before the last fatal
symptoms could take possession of his
mortal frame of flesh and blood, he
enquired of her in almost a sepulchral
voice. )

*“Do you recognise me 2’
“My dear sir, I do not. ¥ am sorry
for you''.
“Very well, I must thank yon.
How can I thank you? I am that viper,
Kasi Aiyer, who clamoured for your
hand. You were wise in rejecting me,

“and I down-right wicked in seeking you

for my second wife, knowing that an
early widowhood would await such a
flower of womanhood”, Bahbling thess

words, he paused, faltered, and then

continued,

I am aware of my state. If the
subduad tones of the doctors mean any-
thing, I know I shall die scon. And
lest my soul should rot in the dark

world below, et me make a clean breast
of all the treacherous means I f{ried, t°
kidnap vou. It was I who encouraged
the talk against you. Then 1 sought
ouf a magician $0 help me. But death
suddenly made an end of him. That
same day, I fell il and here [
am with one foot in the grave.’

He sobbied and gasped, but Susila
consoled him with the assurance that
she bore no ill-will towards him,

“I can’t forget your good offices to
me here. You have heaped coals of fire
upon my head by your undisguised
kindness, 1 can’t thank you m.fhc‘ent}y.
What will you accept of me?”

Susila held her peace, and hung her
head in sad reserve. The old man
repeated his query a number of times,
and the girl had to please him with the
answer, ‘“Anything that you think
meot,”’

“Then here it is—take it.” He
pressed a paper into her hand and fell
back dead. )

That paper was a will, by which
Susile was made the sole heiress of his
wealth. Later, she was able to marry a
doctor with whom she fell in love.

‘A FRIENDLY TALK
FINDING YOUR MATE.

HE greatest of all the
prizes that may be gained
by humanity is a happy
and prosperous married life.
But one fact should be

clearly apprebended in advance by any

two prospective partners in  wedlocl,
viz,, that of inherent similarity.

i‘ 5”-‘3&:

We find married couplos now-a-days
having no real attraction for cach other,
because at present we- are living in a
cloud of social confusion. It is highly
important, therefore, that we find ways
and means to remove the cloud asquick-
ly and as completely aspossible, because
wo must have more and more real marri-
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ages, marriages that are based upon true

attraction and that are inspired by the

possibilitios of 1..},her ideals.

In fnding such ways and means, we
must reatise that, when the present social
order has passed away, and a superior
order has come to take its place, rar-
ringo will result directly and invariably
from real attraction; that is, the attroce-
tion of personal werth and inborn simils

]

Iin other words, cach individual

ive first eonsiderasion to the per-
of sy member of
r o 12 IR P
far whom u fecling of love

and @=nch love will arise

dirocily from what we may designnte axs

:3
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<
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o

iu}zere; i simitarily betwe
iini of mental and mt:ﬁ,uui quali-
,V.Lritg. of ideals and a similarity
crsoanal elements,

When we meet those essentials, we
find that natural atiraction will invari-
abiv arise, the kind of jove beiween the
sexes that algne will prove lasting and
absolutely complete. - Understanding
these things, we nced not wait for the
preseni order 1o pass away, but must
begin now tu iotroduce tihe marriage
ideals of the new order, for thousands
are roady for the change. In conse-
quence,a large “number of desirable
marriages will speedily follow which
will go very far towards the making
and building of a great naticn.
We are all aware of the faei that
iy misdirect-
swool like atiracting ke while
s other hand, child-marriages,
and such other unhappy unioons wiar the
progresz of soelety. And tho reason
for this is found in the facl that gold is
the standard of modoern Iudian scciety,
nay, of the world itself ; and we all

nt suci. 26w is copstant
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know that, where gold rules the-

conduct of men, thero everyihing is
apt to go wrong. The fact that the
majority have no gold to speak of does
not alter the situation. It is evident
that there are tens of thonsands of men
and women, still single, who yoears ago
started out in life with the one purpose

: gur
may o, Tharefore, iti not difionit to
naderstand why so many mistakes nre
made in every phase of social {ife and

why so many things are $he reverso of |

whai they ouaght to be,

Tharefore, the material ‘standazds
that we find in Indian Sociesy today must
e oliminated at the earliest pt)SS‘lblﬁ
moment, because, with such standards, 1t
is jmpossible tnnm eideal marringes the
general rule, Then we should leurtita

“appreciate the great truth that the soul

constitutes the only real standard of all
men and women, and where the =oul is
the standard, everything will begin to

" gome right,

When we proceed to turn attention
upan the soul, we go in search of reali-
ties of 11T, thereal snd pormanent values
of existence, those wery things we do

want, things that ean positively sabis(y

every need and desire of human life,

things that will prove troe under every
ciroumestance, and that will eonstantly
add to the ioy, the value, the power and
the xpu‘xl tour of ex (A*enco

K, V. SWAMINATHAN,

THE Y. W. C.

A. COLLEGE

AT SELLY OAK. BIRMINGHAM

In the realm of Christian thinking,
as in the realm of politics there are
difficulties which perplex the ordinary
mind, but which have to be met in
these days of diffused education by the
ordinary young man and woman, as

"well as by the expert. Everyone, there-

fore, who is called to help his fellows
especially on religious questions must
take time for study and meditation,

An opportunity for thisis given at
the Y. W. C. A, College at Selly Oak,
Birmingham, that Association being
convineced that the greatest contribution
it can make to Youth in tho perplexities
of modern thought is to provide a time
for definite prayer and thought, whether
they are taking up Y. W. G, A work as
a profession, or only giving assistance
on Committees or in a Cluh.. This is
found in the College, which was
moved a few years ago from London to
the quieter surroundings of Selly Oak,
a few miles outside Birmingham. In
the quist rooms, students learn to pray,
an art which is often lost in the din of
life ; in the study they learn to think;
and in the ¥, W. C. A. Club in the City
they are in contact with the great army
of unemployed girls, whom it is the aim
of the Y. W. C. A, to draw into its
fellowship,

The Y. W. C. A. College

IS A VERY FRIENDLY PLACE.
Somehow the atmosphere is one of
friendship. One is reminded of the

verse; “Icall you no more’ servants,
but friends”. It is to promote this’
friendship among industrial and com-
mercial girls, in Clubs for whom their
sphere of service will be, that girls who
have a call to do Christ’s work come to
spend two or three terms at the College,
This atmosphere must commend itself
to the students who have~become cons-
cious that what the world needs today,
as always, is friendship, "and that for
want of it many girls suffer much in the
public life to which they are called in

.these'days. The students begin to

experience - the power of friendship,
while they are in College, and are sent
forth to share what they have learned.
IT 1S A VERY HARMONIUS
PLACE, The fascination of music
consists in the harmony produced by a
combination of different notes, not in
the striking of one note, and this is the
harmony of Selly Oal. The students
get Dblended together like a musical
chord, and do not suffer from the discord
which comes when notos are struck out
of tune, This is specially demonstrated
on Monduy mornings, when, according
to the rule of the other eight Colleges,
all meet together in the Weekly I’rayer
Meeting, in which each denomination ix
turn takes the lead. Not the least

helpful to harmony is the timo of
silence, which is often observed in this
mecting. No one asks ““What denomina-
tion do you be-long to? What special
note does your Church strike ¢
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IT ‘IS A VERY STIMULATING
PLACE, because a great deal of time is
spent in the Lecture Room and the
study, listening to the scholarly but
praotical lectures which are one of the
advantages of the College, where the
study is of a unique kind.

It is this kind of training that Club
Sunday School leaders and others need ;
a working girl truly remarked at a
recent Y. W. C. A, Conference on
Training, “We want trained leaders, in
order to help us to answer the questions
asked us by men, who have lost faith
in religion. Our leadors must be trained
for this. We, girls, look to them for
leadership ™ ,

IT IS ESSENTIALLY A CHRIS-
TIAN PLACE, .if Christianity means
" true internationalism. Of ninety-two
students, who have passed through,
twenty are of different nationalities, and
have returned to countries as differsnt,
India and Esthonia, South America and
~Jerusalem. An Indian, pow the mother

of three children, was placed there by
her husband before marriage, in order
to be in touch with English ways of
thinking. Several Anglo-Indians have
enteraed the Y, W. C. A. service in India
and are doing splendid work; another

is in Geneva, and one in Hungary.

As the number of posts in the Y. W,
C. A. is limited, there may be room in.
tho next term, commencing in Septem~

ber, for students who aro not pledged

to take up service. in this Association,
and the training is equally good for
any who wish to give specinl service to
youth. The charge is £ 35 a term, and.
one of the three terms is spent entireljr
in practical work in some Y. W, C. A..
centre,

All  communications should be
addressed to the Principal, or to the
Secretary, Training Department, Natio~
nal Y. W. C. A, Central Building,
Great Russell Street, London, W. C, 1,

EMILY XKINNAIRD,

CHILDREN'S PAGES

(1). Qur Serial Story.
DR. VIKRAM'S CHILDREN.
CHAPTER XVIIL

The Raid into the Gooseherry Garden.

The anncuncement that Bala and
Anand, sous of Mrs, Vikram’s brother,
were coming to spend their Christmas
holidays with their cousing, transported
Mohun into the seventh heaven. He
had no suitable company at home and he
was not permilted to associate with

other boys. - Now that his cousins were-
coming, boys about his own age, what
lots of fun they would have together !
Whaen the cousins ac‘cﬁally came, his
own brothers and sisters receded into the
back-ground for Mohun, and natur--
ally the children all split up into
groups. Rukmini and Seeta were as
ugual inseparable, and so were Raji
and Babu. Poor Vasant was the
only one left to himself. In spite of
his shy, brooding nature, he was at an

CHILDREN’S PAGES

age when children long’ifort company.
The bovs would not share their secrets
with him, nor let him join their games,
which at times were too rough for a

" nervcus lad like him. He used to watch

Rukmini and Seeta play with tamarind
‘beans, or Kufir nuts, when they were
tired of setting up as house-wives or
nurses for the dolls. Though jealous of
their exclusive rights, the sisters how-
ever sometimes pitied their lone
brother and assigned him a part which
he accepted with delight, much to the
derisionn of the older boys. This, to-
gether with the fact that any harsh
word, carelessly spoken, forced tears
from his eyes, further justified the sobri-
quet of “‘timid girl,” he had earned from
Mohun. Child as he was, he never
appealed to his parents to interfere, but
accepted any kind of treatment as a part
of his existence and grieved in silence
til! he forgot the cause of his sorrow.
But, to his great advantage, he could
considerably influencs his younger sister
and brother and usually got them to do
what he pleased, though he did love to
‘play with the older children, Often too,
without reason, he 'vg'ould suspect the
intentions of the uthers, especially of the
older boys, towards him and fancy that
thoir whispers and secret meotings were
fz,ll a‘med at fooling him,

.

Rukmini and Secta had a very un-
pleasant adventure one day, for which
the boys were in a way responsible,
Not far {rom the house was a gooseberry
garden, belonging to some absontee
landlord. It wasenclosed in a low hedge
of custard-apple treoes, not that the
gooseberries were rare exotics, but that
thero were other {fruit trees to be
protected from thieves, -

473

In one ofitheir rambles, the boys
spotted this garden, and saw the goose-
berries hanging from every sprig in
tempting clusters, They discussed a
grand plan and made preparations to
carry it out. Fortunately for them,
Vasant was playing hide-and-seek with
the younger children in the houss,
and so it was only a task of getting
the girls to join in, They were easily
coaxed to make a raid into the goose-
berry garden, their faint scruples being
overcome by Mohun'’s accounts of
cow herds, who brought down heaps of
the fruit and enjoyed them in the after-
noon with a sprinkling of salt and shreds
of green chillies. The girls with their
heads full of fairy stories, where people
Jighted upon unclaimed treasures, ownor-
less castles, and enchanted gardens, con-
sidered it a glorious adventure. It
would be such excitment to bring a load
of gooseberries home, where all the
children could eat them with salt and
green chillies, in the Sparrow Room.
They both crossed an open ground,
covered with thorns and thistles, drag-
ging after them a long bamboo pole for
beating the fruit-laden boughs. They
passed through the custard-apple hedge,
where a flock of bush-babblers filled the

. air with scoldings. A squirrel with

black stripes on its back ran screeching
up a tree-trunk, cocking its bushy tail,
paused a little to look at the children,
with its bright eyes, and then raced for
a branch high up. “When they entered
tho enclesure, there was a thick bed of
fallen leaves on the ground. 1ln a
corner stood a well, furnished with a
preoba, which had evidently been long
cut of use. Seeta handled the bamboo
vigourously and shook tho bhoughs,
beating down the berries. Rukmini ran
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hither and thither, gathering into her
saree the showers that fell down. Once
a thorn went into her foot. She pulled
it out and fell to hor task again.

It was a lovely scene, Seeta in a
snow-white skirt and purple blouse, and
Rukmini in a pink dress and a sky-blue
half-saree, against a back-ground of

_brown trunks, green foliage and the
colours of the setting sun. : '

' ‘“Ho, who is stealing gooseberries
over there ?” demanded an awful voice
in trumpet tones, from the other side of
the hedge. The two girls, who looked
more like wood nymphs than maortal
maids, stood petrified for a moment,
then looked in the direction where the
custard-apple bushes seemed to be
parted. . ,

“Io, Ramu,” rang the hoarse voice
again, “Here is some one denuding our
gooseberry trees. Go round that side
quickly and eollar the knave.”

Qeeta dropped the bamboo and ran
‘heltor-skelter towards the hedge, divided
the bushes and hurried headlong, scrowm-
ing, in the direction of the house,
Rukmini, more plucky than that, stoop-
od to pick up the bhamboo, made a sween
at the last handfual and followed in
Seeta’s trail. The man, who had entored
the enclosure, just as Rukmini escaped
from it, gave chase to the sisters, using
explosive language; but he was not
fleei-footed enough $o overtake the
fugitives, who wore bounding like stags,

The girls reached home and, To-
proached the boys in no mild terms for
egotting them into trouble. Beeta, too
timid even $0 stay where her pursuer
might sec her, ran in-doors and hid her-
welf. Dukmini, now that she was =afe,
stood behind her Dbrother, defiantly
watching the enemy’s approach.

Bala, the elder cousin, a boy not
very tall, but fair and pleasant-faced, -

had even af that time ontertained high
ambitions for his future. But, though
more fond of books than sports, even he

could not resist the holiday spirit in such. |

a rural environment. When the girls
appeared in such a [{right, he asked,
*What is the matter, Rook ?”
Rukmini explained everything has-
tily, before the man came up and burst
into a storm of language :

“Is it t}fei_r grandfather’s garden or
their great grandfather’s propetry, that
these girls came to, to empty the goose-
berry trees of all the fruit thers ? Where
is thot tall girl who was bent on strip-
ping every branch and twig bare? Now
I shall see the master of this house,
whoever he may be, and demand re-
paration. Where is he?”’

The man stamped his foot in a rage,
which sent a shiver through- Rukimini’s.
frame, as she anxiously gazed into her
brother's face. -

“Let us settle the.dispute here,”
interposed Anand, the younger cousin.
“Come, tell us what happened.”

“What happened ?°’ the man ropeat-
ed in a voice that seemed %o indicate
that the event was far too serious
to be narrated then. But "however he
said, “the gooseberry trees have been

shorn of fruit. What do you say to '

that 27

Mohun looked very solemn and
gerious as he gravely remarked,

“You have comnitted a biunder.”

“What blunder” the man fiercely
demanded, while everybedy else looked
at him with puzzled faces.
“You ought noi to have allowed the
girls to escape,” he began. ‘‘Noxt time

-
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ou catch them atit, bind them hand
and-foot and hale them before a magis-
trate.” . '

The cousins exploded into laughter,
and Rukmini, who had expected her
brother to ch»mpion her, joocked blue.
Tho ruffian went into a temper. Then
Mohun faced him squarely, and asked,

“May I know if that was your
garden, where the girls plucked the
gooseberries? If so, ploase show me
your title-deeds.”

" The cowhered had no answer, He
turned on his heel and went away with
rumblings and half-audible curses,

H. KAVERI BAL

(2) OUR LETTER T0 OUR
YOUNG PEQPLE.

_.Dear Children,

Today, all of us Indians, wish to
help our India, and make it a brighter
and a better country. Wo are never too
young to start working for the uplift of
our own land ; but I wonder how many
of you ever think of making yourselves
useful to India ? Are not most of you
busy with your own affairs; with your
lessons and games and the small things
that worry you in your work and play?
Of course, it is correct that you should
pay careful attention to your studies,
and be keen on games, 8O that you may
develop both your intelect and your
physique, It will do you no harm,
however, if you also try to help those
around you and strive to improve social
conditions in India. A good plan will
be to coneccntrate on just one subject,
Make up your mind to study something
definite, and work at it everyday just a
little, Forinstance, take the conditions
of the pooT children of India. Doyou

ever think how miserable and dirty and
unkempt and ignorant they are? It
will be a good idea for you to study
their conditions. Ask questions about
them, and rcad as much about themn as
possible, Talk to them and try and
make friends with them and teach them
better habits and healthier ways of
living. ‘Try and save up a little of your
pocket-money, month by month, and
give them your old clothes apd toys,
Then, when you grow old, you will know
all about them, and may perhaps help
a great deal towards their uplift and
education.

Now, I would like t» tell you same-
think useful to do during a rainy day at
home. Have you ever tried carpenting 2%
You cannot think whatfun it is to make
tiny listle tables and chairs and stools of
your own, 1 remoember sponding delight-
ful hours at hammoring and chiselling
and sawing, when I was small. It used
to be just lovely, creating little bits of
furniture out of mere planks of wood.
All you need is a cheap carpentering
set, some thin planks of wood, sand-
paper and varnish.

The best thing for you to start with
is a low stool such as the one shown in
the diagram below :

Take a flat piece of wocd about I8
inches long and Y inches wide, and at its
two narrow ends nail two pieces of
wood about four inches high, an inch
thick, and nine inches long. Then sand-
paper and varnish the siool, and per-
haps you can give it to your father, for
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him to put his feet on, when he is
working in his cffice-room. Nexi, you
can fry your Land at book-shelves or
tahles, or chairs, or little wail-stands;
you can usc your own ingenuity, and
make up your own designs.

You can also try making your own
toys, by drawing an animal on a
plank, and sawing the cutline earefully
and attaching it to a stand, and painting
the animal.

Yours sincerely,

PADM’,IN L

(3) THINGS YOU OUGHT
TO KNOW.

The following questions and .an-
swers have been taken frem the Parents'
Magazine, together with the diagrams.
You will find them very interesting.
Try and answer the questions before you
look up the answers, and ses if you are
right. ‘

- Questions :

1. Can a dog climb a tree?

2. What animals go about in the

3. How is afrog’s tonzue different
from your own ?

4, What part of a plant is the
potato ?  Is it a leaf, a stem, a bu
root ¥

5 Why do a cat’s eyes shine in
the dark ? , .

6. How meany fins do most fishes
have ¥
Answers

1. No. . . ,

2. Owls, bats, most moths, rats and
other small mammals. The earth-worm
comes Qut at night,

3. Your tongue is attached at the
back-end and is free to flap around
at the front. A frog's tongue is ait-
ached at the front and is free to flap at
the back.

4. The potato is a stem. The eyes
are buds.

="
©
=]
o

5. Because the back of a cat’s eve’

reflects light like a mirror. The eyes of
all mammals and other animals shine,
but the cat’s eves are very bright,

6. Soven. i ,
(4). THE WINNING ESSAY IN OUR
COMPETITION OF MAY-JUNE,
A Hcliday on the Hills.

A ceol, misty morning dawns in
that romantic town of Saguar, the ‘Gate-
way of the famous Gersoppa Falls.,” We
are only eighteen miles from those
Western hills, commonly known as the
‘Ghats’, We engage a car to these hilly
regions whers we desire to see the Falls,
The scenery we pass through is wild

[ Y -E
CHILDREN'S PAGES. | K. 477

and rapturous. On either side of the
'road rise dense forests——the haunts of
tigers and “‘Cheetahs’. The car makes
intricate curves, what the aviator

" believes to be the ant’s mazy meander-

ing motions ! The journey is really very
pleasant, with the sweet smell of the
Sandal-wood trees we pass through, and
an occasional encounter with a wild
boar or a mild peacock across the road.
‘Wo become even dizzy when we look
down the ‘Ghats’. "Scon, we are fed up
with this journey.

At last, we reach the wonderful
Gersoppa Falls, An effortless climb up
a hillock brings us to a Dak Bungalow,
From here, we see the falls from the
most commanding point in that area.
It iz an irresistible temptation for a
man with a camera in his hand. Here,
the Sharawati River, with a width of
250 yards, flows over a cliff 950 feet
high, in four different falls. The first
one takes a plunge of 850 feet in an
+unbroken fall, the recond takes it in
two descents, and the third in a succes-
sion of short [alls; but the fourth' in
a series-of showers.- And these four
cascades are respectivoly the Rajah or
the Grand Fall, the Roarer, the Rocket
and La Dame Blanche,

In the evening, Wwe Tepair fto
Watkin’s Platform, after having had a
splendid dinner at noon. This‘is a popu-
lar spot from which to see the Falls.
From this point, we make a descent to
the foot of the cliff. A zig-zig way, cut-~
ting through big boulders and dense
vegetation, takes us to the bottom,
There is a constant shower of spray,
as the waters crash on the ground below.
The buzzing murmurs of the bees and

the flapping flights of birds stir the
soul deeply.

Then we make the ascent. ‘The
lower depths become gradually immer-
sed in decpening gloom, until objects
become obscured and finally blotted
against the blackness of cliffs, their
lower part being enveloped in a writh-
ing mass of wind-tossed vapour, from
which tali, white columns arise far

above the cliff-tops, whirling and twist-
ing and ﬁnally fadmg mto the atmosp-
here, while over all is the never-
ceasing roar of the falling waters.
Sitting in the increasing darkness and
gazing into the obscurity of the appar-
entlv bottomless depths, from which
jssue volumes of steam-like 'clouds,
accompanied by an endless roll of thun-
der, one can't but feel profoundly impres-
sed by the scene, a fit subject for the
brush of a Dore, and a re-calling of his
illustrations of Dante’s Infcrno.’

Late in the night, before we go fo
bed, we take a last glance at the dizzy
moon-lit splendour of the (Gersoppa.
Here we see a wonderful phenomencn
of Nature. There is a rainbow that
quivers on the cool erystal-clear cloud
that covers the cascade and the cliffs.
And it is here that we have the idea of
how a poet is made. And, indeed, the
beauty and romance of the Gersoppa are
such as can be described only by a
poetic genius. No wonder, then, that
it is "the haunt of poets and painters,
persons and personalities, press-men
and photographers !

T. M. Krishnamurthi,
Aged 14,

[The prize of Rs. 3 has been given to

the writer of this essay. Lditor, 1. L. M. ]

(4). Our new Competifion.
A prize of Re. 2 will be given to the
best verse on “Jasmines,”” The puem



=

should not cxcoed 20 lines, or be less
than 10. Only girls and boys below 18
can try for this competition. Send in
your attempts, with your names, addres-
res and ngzes written distinctly, to the
Editor, the Indian Ladies’ Magazine,
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“Iismoyle,” Harrington Road, Chetput,
Madras, by August 25th, 1932. Any
ontries rcaching us after that dato will

_be disqlalified. The Ilditor’s decision is,

final.

- OUR CINEMA PAGE

BY THE COUPTESY OF Sound & Shadow

KRISHNAVATAR :—Produced by
Krishnatone, Featuring Miss Santu-
kumari, Mrs, Bhole, Hyder Shah,
Kasinath and Dass,

I do not know if in the long list of
Indian Puranic - stories, there is any
cyele of stories which has captured the
popular imagination more than that
connected with Lord Krishna. For their
latest prouucmon. Hrishnatone has gone
to this fountain head and in Krishnava-
tar has pm‘wte s with a portion of
this popular 5u03ect from the, mar_ria.ge

of Devakl to Vasudeva to the death of
Kamsa, Ef vou have witnessed this

picture, you wili agree that it marks a
definite i mprovement on the ordipary

run of Indian pictures. Hyder 'Shah
A.cansistently portrays the crafty and
caleulating KHamsa, over intent on
advancing his interests, undeterred by
“any moral scruples, though here also I
would lizo to have some enlightenmont
how Vasadova was (ransformed from a
virile youth, able to hoid hix own with
some of the mightiest in the land,
weallly to submit to the machinations
of Eamsa. Perhaps his s one of those
many casos, which we see in the world,
of man’s spirit being curbed as & resuls

of marriage ! This production is also
remarkable for the introduction of
comic scenes which most of our produc-
tions lack and without which it is
impossible to hold the interest of the
audience for any longth of time, IHore
again it scems to me that it would hava

‘been better if the comic touches had
o tho picture itself
"

heen dovetailed int
ng aleof from the
in-story as thay do, giving the im=
prassion of being included purpasely, or
on second thought., Yet another factor,
mention of which s‘m uld be made 1s of
ecourse the fine photograrhy where s
nost pleasing effeet of contrast and
wcmony  has been attained, by  the
judicious relection pf backgrounds, set-
tings and dresses,

vl ]

In spite of all these quruties, the

‘picture ~did not command as much

pspulac support asit deserved. Tho
nminin reaon for this lack of popular
appeal les to wy mind in the inaudibi-
lity of the sound. After seeing so many
pictures, it seemy to me thag, if only the
sund-recording is zood, many pictures,
otherwise not remarkable for anything,
will prove successful from the financial
point of view, and [ am sure any expense

A SCENE FROM DASAVATHAR

Ry courtesy of

‘Sound & Skadow.”
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irls, and with pleasure they give up a
few hours a week to help the “Buy
Indian” propaganda, which is taking
such firm root in this country. Not
only do women serve at counters,
but they also work as secretarios and
directors, thus shouldering the bulk of
the work, and proving to the world that
they are no mean business managers.
Those pioncer women, who have Loldly
ceusonted to do such public ‘work, are
paving the way for other Indian
women in future, to take up workin
offices and shops as a profession. In
Kurope, thousands of girls work as
clerks, saleswomen, typists, ete.,” but
here in India, our ladies seem to think
it beloew their dignity to take up such
occupations. They therefore crowd the

i
professions of teaching, doctormg, and

nursing, No deubt, the latter are much .

needed in this country, but the sooner
our women learn to venture out into
new fields of work, the more mterebtuu,
will their occupations become, There
is no ‘dignity lost in doing honest work
at an office or a shop. One can preserve
one's own ~eIf~teepact and tt)ll be a
cierk or a “shop-girl. ’

’I‘he honorary women workers at
Bwadeshi shops, thereféro, are doing a
great service to their country in opening
4ap this new field for Indian girls. It
‘will be but ‘a step forward now for well-
to-do firms to” engage girls who are
poor, as pald ‘-Mes-women‘ f

PURKUA\{

OUR FASHION NOTES

The other day, I came acrpss a
car-load of fresh loveliness and colour,
T had gone out shopping, and suddenly,
while I was in the midst of my pur-
‘chases, a car drew wp at the door of
the shop, and out stepped the most
lovely Indian iadies, afl dressed in
the most exquisite clothes., I had a
Furopean friend with me. and her words
on seving such beauty fram afar were,
“Oh, aren't they gorgeons?” But
when they entered the shop, and eame
into closer view, my friend changed
her opinion and exclainied to me in a
whisper, “They ave rather made-up,
aren’t they? Let me try to describe
their appearance a little more in detail,
so that my reader may draw her own
conclusiong, and decide whether they

looked .really heautiful, or just “made
up.” They ‘were almost all of them
tall, graceful women, and wore expen-
sive silk-saris with broad conspicucus
borders of gold or silver. They had
close-fitting slecveloss blouses with low
necke, and wade up of rather thin
material., They wore high-heeled shoey
and silk stockings, and their hair was
shingled. Their faces were thickly
made up with powder, and their lips
were scarlet with lip-stick. They gave
mo the idea of just having stopped ont
of a Parision . dress-shop.” Fvery detail
was secn 1o, such as the manicuring of
their benutiful finger-nails, and the
exguisite colour schemes of their cos-
tumes. I saw the same buneh, another
time, dancing at night with Buropeans.

o
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and ‘t\hey looked much more beauti-
ful, for their make-up was not so evident
in the glow of elestric lights.

In almost complete contrast to such
careful dressing, are some of our modern
Hindu girls, who dress simply in cotton
saris and ¢ool magyar-cut blouses, who
do not wear pins or brooches, but allow

_the sari to fall in natural fplds; whose

faces are not made up, and whose feet
are clad in neat sandals, or little
Jaothies ; whose hair is either done in a
loose plait, or put up in neat coilsat the
“back, with jasmines or other flowers
forming a pretty crescent over the black

tresses,
Which picture do you like becter,

" reader ? The former or the latter ¢ Is

it better to be over-dressed, or dressed

just simply ? Is it better to be artifi-
cially or naturally attractive? Is it
better to strive for an eoffsct, or to
be effective without aneffort? There
are two cults of beauty in the world
to-day. The artificial and the real,
Both have their admirers, and in some
parts of the the world, the real is being
eclipsed by the supefficial. Is India
going to cater to the public taste of other
countries, or is she fearlessly going fo
work out her own old-fashioned cult of
beauty, and defy the West in boldly
being simple and truthful in her appear-
ance ? 1t will be interesting to watch
and see what our fashions ten years
hence will be.

SISTER SUSIE,

BOOKS YOU OUGHT TO READ.

"By L. J. BERRY.

DINNER BUILDING

‘ By W. Texgnmouth Shore,
B. T. Batsford & Co., London 3/6 net.

1 shall always remember Teign-
mouth Shore gratefnlly as the author
of “Touring London”, = Just as he gave
us the real treasure of London, or 2t
least told us whers it lay, #nd how, and
when, to see it to best advaniage, so he
gives ns now most valuable. tips con-
eerning redl meals, in this new volume,
a perky litile yellowﬁbook, just  big
enough to slide easilys into a man’s
pocket or a woman’s handbag.-

Gilbert Frankau has wiitten a
concise preface, in which he welcomes
the appearance of Dinner Building as a
book that tells you how to eat wall
without eating expensively, and also a

point of prime importance how a meal
should he dished up in order that it
may tempt the appetite of the dinner.
The very first paragraph puts ug on a
friendly footing with the amiable
author, who assures us that he will
“try to be a helpful, sympathetic friend
to you in your cookery, and a cheery
one too, not in a dry, cookery-book
way, but just at if chatting with yeu
when we are seated either side of the
ten~table.”  In turn, Mr, Shore explains
in simple languag te that which he con-
viders moes to make the perfect diner,
breakfast, luncheon and supper., Ide
tells us how to make up a piekuick
hamper, devoting a further couple of
enlightening pages to the vexed (very
vexed) question of making tasty sand-
wiches. In agreement with Mr. Shore,
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some peoples’ idea of an appetizing
sandwich is not mine. It made mo
quite hungry ta pass through page
after pzige of delicious dish supgestions,
from how, and what, to fritter, and fry,
to the cooking of cabbage, cauliffowers,
and beans. There are sovine delicious
dishes made up from fish, rice, ceold-
~ meat, esa,m(L cheese, and eggs. No
‘housewife ever need bo at a loss as to
what to prepare for any type of snack
,or meal, if she possesses a copy of
‘Dinner Building. Believe me, Mr,
Texgnmomh Shore knows his job. I tako
my hat off to him.

- THE GIRL VOTER

By E. M. White.
Herbert Russell, London.

This book is written for the use of
intelligont girls who desire to become
/acquainted with the laws of Citizenship,
which are many and varried. No
social or political achievement of the
twantiath century has beon more arrest-
ing or significant than that whick
enfranchised the wonten of the Tnglish
nation. 1% has broadened and deepsned
the channol of opportunity”for women
as a whole and for those who have
seized upon its new opportunities it has
meant a tremendous enrichmenty of
individual life, Some of the points
touched upon in the course of the book
include How Politics affect the Home,
Why wo pay Rates and Taxes, Whas
thie different political parties stand for,

. Something about Newspapers, Tho'

precedure at elections, Soms Women
Citizens at work. - The whale book is
delightfully froe from tochnicalities of
any sort, and affords pleasurable, as
well as educative, reading. I would join
with Mre. Leah Manniug, President of

the I'-attmm! Umon 01' Teachem, it -

recommending this “book to all those
who would take a §1and in the prepara-
tion of the girl voter for her future
responsibilities and opportunities, and
moro uspecml}y to the women teachers
to whom new-and splendxd prospects of
training the rising generation of
womanhood are presenting themselves
daily. This is the best book of s
particular type that I have had the good
fortune to read. ‘

THE ELEGANT WOMAN
FROM THE ROCOCO PERIOD TO

.~ MODERN TIMES.

By GERTRUDE ARETZ. Trsms—

“lated by James Laver {of the Victoria and.

Albert Museum), with a special Introduc~

tion by the Translator. With ¢ Ilustra-

tions tn Colowr und 57 -in Collotype. Demyy
Svo. About 330 pages. 21s, net. {HARROP),

This is not a hlstory of fashion. It
is buth less and much more. It is a
history of feminine elegance, of the
mechanism of seduetion, {rom the mid-
eighteanth century to the present day.

It is based on the Freudisn theory that

cleganes has always an erotic motive,
and its methed is an *accumulation of
pxamples, a wealth of evidence drawn
from the lives of Madame de Pompa-
dour, Madams du Barry, Marie Antoi-
nette, Panline Bonsparte, Lola Montez,
Corg Pearl, and a host of well-known
wonen, who have been tht queens of

" elegance and the directors of fashion.
Two cblapters are devoted to Emma,

Lady Hamilton, and tho eighteenth
century in England, ¥he author is well
quzalified for her task as social comment-
atot, having made. a. special study of
biography and memboirs in the period
coverod by her book, She has written

-)-‘/'
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a life of Madame de Pompadour, and -
has translated the memoirs of Madame
de Stasl and of the Empress Catherine
11, as well as Sir Sidney Lee’s Life of
King HEdward VII. Her commentson
recent epochs and modern tendencies—
the ‘cocktail age,” the rise of the gigolo,
the influence. of America—are most
illuminating, and a séries of aptly-
chosen illustrations reflécts the charm of
former periods, as well as the piguancy
of modern times.
GREAT LOVE STORIES OF ALL
- HATIONS,

Fdited, with a Prefuce, by ROBERT
LY KD, 70 Brories Jrom 29 Peoples
1188 pages. Deiny 8ta. Clotl, &s. 8d. net,
Dermniord, 10s. 6d. net, Auntfgue Leather
185, net, {(HHARROP).

Mr. Lynd, thé famous essayist, ex-
plains in his preface the difficuities he
has had to face in compiling this volume,
Very fow of the great books of the world
arepredominantly love-stories, and thos
which can be so described are usually
too long to be fitted into an anthology.
In the prose fiction of the last two cen-
turies, morecvyer, the most memorable
lovers have been characters, not in short
stories, . but in long novels, Mr, Lynd
coon realized that he would have to go

HOUSE—HOLD Hi\r“s %‘

S0 many of our sarisare spoiled by
oil-stains, and there are - few things
more depressing than that. There is,

“however, an easy way of removing such

stains, provided care and- trouble is
taken, and the colour of the sari isyfast.
Prepare a table as for ironing, witha

beyond the confines of the short atoty
properly so esnlied, and admit narratives
such as are commonly deseribed as long
short stories—e. 7., the tales of Aucassin
and Nicolete and of Launcelot and
Guinevere. He has accordingly fried to
bring together as many of the famous
lave-staries in literature as could be
found in good prose versions of tolerable
length. He has not scrapled to mingle
original prose with prose that has been
translated from verse ; nor has he hesit-
ated to introduce fact, when it seemed as
foving and as entertaining asg fiction
(é.q., the st5F7 of Antony and Cleopatra),
As regards tho definition of ‘love-story’,
by which he has been guided in his
selection, he says: ‘1t has been widé
enough %o include almost any kind of
proferetice, temporary ot lifelong, of &
human being {or divine psrson) of ons
sex for & bumsan being (or diving person)
of the other.”” Mr. Lynd ends his
graceful preliminafy eseay with the
statement thut love has changed bud '

“litéie through the ages, Among the

modern authors represented in the book
are John Galsworthy, W. Somerset
Maugham, A.E. Coppard, E. M, Forster,
D. H. Lawrence, Katherine -Mansfield,
Richard Hughes, George Moore,‘ W .

B. Yeats, and Will;& Ca thcr.

R

thick blanket and a shdet op top of it. ,5.3:
Then, spread the qtamf"i part of tnev‘

sari and take a rough wh 1te clnth amois-
tened with water that is h,r!y hot and
rub the stain. Then, put somo soap on
the white cloth, and rub hard over the
oil stain. Take away the soap with hot
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- water ‘and the same white cloth. If the
stain has not disappeared, rub with SOAD
again, and remove soap with the wet
rag- Then, take a very hotir n, and
iren well over the moistened part of the
sari, Unless the stain is very bad, it
will have disappeared,

Never fold and keep away your
sarig the moment you remove them,
Always air them out in your dressing-
room for at least - two hours after they

have been worn, You will find then, th.
they will not have that sinle mus;
smell that good silk saris sometin

get. Blouses must be aired out for

mueh longer time,

When good crepe de chin saris with’
borders need renovating, take away the
borders, wash the saris with lux and iron
and then either sew on new borders or
sew the same ones on again, if still good,

“PADDY."

OUR CORRESPONDENCE COLUMN

~{1).. IDEAL WOMANHOOD.
DEAR EDITOR, .

The articles by Mrys. Tampoe and
Miss H. Kaveri Bai on this subject have
been so scathing and so general in their
condemnation that I would fain put up
a defence for myself and ask them
ta.come down to particulars ora few
instances or give the percentage of the
bad, when compared with the good—
myself being a product of the modern
age, It amuses me. to be rated as
“madly careering towards the seething
maelstorm of destruction.”” [ naturaily
am constrained to ask “how or why ?”
What is it that makes them so bitter
against me? *“A little powder, a little .
rouge, a little dancing and much talk-
ing ?”

Every age produces its wouten and
this age has produced me~so, may I
give you an honest portrait of myself ?
Distance lends enchantment etc,, from
being =etin a frame of beauty and being
under a soft light, 1 have come down
and joined the ranks of hard working-
men and hence I have lost  my
“angel” charms and other such like

qualities. But what have I instead?
Not a bad face ; garb, neat and work-
manlike ; figure, tall and strong, capabla
of much endurance; a keen eye, presenca
of mind, quickness of decision, menta)
clearnessand an independent personality,
that encourages others to lean on me,
I have been told that I am not modest
because I look a man straight in the eye
—Xam notan example to my children
because I de not know haw to covk or
keep house, but “move in a giddy whirl
of hectic pleasure with my casinos and
my night clubs.” (N, B. T wonder how
many instances of this my critic can

point outinone of our chief towns |)

But my eritic has forgoten that we,
children of this age, have to work hard
for our living and are often thrown on
our own, so that cooking, keeping
house, combining utility with beauty,

seems all in the day’s work, and they

are not learnt as decorative arte, as in
the ages gone before‘ " The mill of
hazfdwvbrk grinds us all perhaps to o
sharper brilliance,

The labourer is surely worthy of his
hire—I work all day and so require a

&y
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little fun and frolic. in the evenings.
Tennis, a little .bridge, a show or a
dance, I love them all. They give me
genial companiongship and healthy re-
creation and make me all the fitter
for to-morrow. Here I am absolutely
knifed by my critics. She lives for
pleasure and nothing else—what an exis.
tence! But I am one, who has been
taught to depend on oneself, and who has
her own standards of good living and
high thinking. Thess recreations carry
no evil with them. . I agree with my

critics that too much of anything nau-’

seates and that is what they are doing
to poor me, holding me up in the worst
light and not giving me the ghost of &
chance. But are there not in all ages
of the world people who go to extremoes
in all the modes of life ?

I do put some powder to hide the
sunburn and the shininess, but it is per-
fectly obvious that I do so. The innate
vanity of the creature makes me aspire
to look as nice possible—and so I take
trouble over the various details of my
dress and my face and hair and hands.
Am I then to be defined as ‘“‘Dead Sea
fruit?” It is for my ‘own sake that I
try to look my best and not for the sake
of attracting men. When out on my
holiday I immure myself in an out-of-
the way Travellors’ Bungalow, I am
just as neatly got up as in town ; so it is
to satisfy my own sesthetic sense, that
1 take trouble over my appearence,

Now-a-days, we are not out to
marry. Working side by side with men,
weknow their strength and their limita-
tions and they ours ; so that our natures
do not agree enough to attract. Besides,
what I desire is not the easy indulgen-
ce of a good-nature& man, but the love
and worship of a strong heart and mind.

This is most rare to get, or perhaps I am
hard to please or rather too conceited.
As I have been taught to work and
think for myself, I can 'afford to choose
my lord, Hence my -reluctanse to
yvield too quickly to make a home for a
man! But, if I do marry, I think con-
trary to ths expectations of my critics,
I can make my home a better paradise
for my husband and children than I am

“supposed to be capable of, because I can

join him in his work, in his sports and
in his pleasures and so do not allow him
to wander away Ey himself and thus
perhaps “wrock the home'. My children
are my companions and hence we are a
happy, healthy, vigorous and glowing
household and hecause we have too
much energy we are dubbed ‘“fast’
Dear Editor, am I too concoited ? If

80, please excuse me ; but I am sick and
tired of the continual nagging of thoso
superior dames, who, wrapped in their
own goodness, have forgotten to look
lovingly on those around them.

In all confidence, I ask you, dear
lady, whom does. the modern man
prefer,—me, or the Victorian gem of
perfection. Could you not persuade him
to send a reply ? “H.”

N. B. If all modern women of
India were like the type described
above, there would not be much need for
criticising them; for the ideals of India
will somehow have been preserved. But,
unfortunately, all are not so; for some
strike out in cheap imitation of the
worst type of the modern giri in the
West, freedom sometimes being inclined
to licence. The fact, however, remains
that modern girls, whether in the West
or the East, can become ideal girls
in many ways. May their number,
which is so few now, rapidly increase.
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Wo shall--welcome replies to this
arti(:]e.
EdItOF, I L. M,

{2) A FINISHING SHOOL.

- Dear Edditor,

Can you please include this in your
eorrespondence column?

I intend opening a sort of ﬁms}ung
school for all young ladies, who havé
finiched schoo!l and do not intend to go
to college. I can furnish tm*lonm music,

painting, drawing, literature, histery,

languages and also how to entertain
and pour out tea ?

I am quite respectable and aged, and
can produce good references. Girls, who
are engaged to be married and are
marking time, or those who require to
study without appearing for an exami-
tion, will be welcome.

' Please reply to H, ¢/o the detor,

Indian Ladies’ Magazine
Harrington Road, Madras.

OOKEHY NOTE '

DATE CRUMBLES,

1 cup butter, 214 cups tolled oats,
1 cup sugar, 1 teaspoon roda,
1 cup flour, .1 teaspoon salt.
Cream butter and sugar and then

add the other ingredients. When the
mixture is crumbly, press half of it into
‘a shallow baking pan and spread with
the following :

I pound dataq, chopped,

1 cup milk,

24 cup sugar,
2 tablespoons butter,

Cook until smooth, spread over
mixture in pan and cover with ‘remain-
ing half of crumbles. Bake in moder-
ate oven 30 minutes. Nuts may be used
in mwixture for older children,

TAI’IOCA PRUNE WHIP.

1 cup prune juice,
1 cup water,

cup sugar,

cup quick cooking tapioca,
cup.prune pulp,
whites of 3 eggs, _
14 teaspoon lemon extract.
Boil together prune juice, water,

sugar and tapioca for fifteen minutes, or
until topioca is clear. Remove from

fire, add lemon extract. Fold in prune

¢
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pulp, and lastly fold in bmﬁiy-beaten egg
whites. Serve very cold.
PRUKRE COOKIES

1 eup shortening, 1 teaspoon nutmeg,
2 cups brown sugar, 3 teaspoons baking,

4 eggs, powder,
1 cup chopped nut-- 1 cup stoned prunes,
meats, . 1 teaspoon salt,

about 3 cups flour,
Cream shortening and sugar, - add

_eggs, one at a time, and the prunes.
_ Mix 2 cups flour with salt, nutmeg and

baking powder and stir info the mixture.
Add chopped nutmegs and enough

flour to thicken the mixture so that it

will just drop from a-teaspoon. Drop
on o greased baking sheet and bake for
ten minutes in a hot oven——400 degrees.
CEREAL KISBES

Fold 2 tablespoons granulated sugar
into the beaten white of one egg: then
fold in lightly from 14 to 34 cup prep-
ared cereal; drop from spoon on lightly-

oiled baking sheet and bake in slow oven

(€50 degrees) for about forty minutes.
Dates, stuffed with toasted cereal and
then rolled in fondané, make good

candies for children.

All these are from
The Purents’ Magazine.

NEEDLE-WORK NOTES

T ) )

A SUGGESTION FOR A SARI
, BORDER.
Take a sari of thin white meterials

Choose your colours, and get sewing
cotton in those colours, of about the

same quality as the yarn used in the

sari.

Draw out threads in the border of
the sari, taking the material yard by
yard. Attach the new cotton, in the
colours you want, to the end of the

drawn thread (not by aknot but in a
finer way, either by twisting, sewing or
tying together) and pull through., Care
must be taken to keep the continuation,
when the work is taken on to the next
yvard. Many dosigns can be made in this
way. The best will be to have hori-
zontal lines in one colour, say red, or
yellow, or blue,.and outline them on
either side, with black lines. Vertical
lines can also be included with great

care,

NEWS AND NOTES

WOMEN'S FIGHT FOR RIGHTS.

Representative women welcomed
the Maharani of Travancore at the
Garden Club, London at a largely-at-
tended party organised by the \w omens’
Indian Association.

Speeches were made on behalf of
sevoral national and  international
societies, applauding the progressive
administration of Travancore and the
equality enjoyed by women.

One Spea‘ker said that British India
might well follow the example of that
enlightened state in many ways.

The Maharani, responding, said that
women were as free in Travancore as
in England. She gave particulars of
education, franchise, representation in
council, marriage laws and other res-
pects, in which women enjoyed equal

~ rights with men, and indicated the largo

part they were taking in the public life
of the Btate.

The one thing women needed vvery-
where was economic independence, but
she believed they would obtain this by
co-operation with men. She did not
favour militant methods.

GIRLS' EDUCATION IN THER
PUNJAB.

The director, Information Bureau,
Punjab writes :—

The annpual report on the progress
of education in tho Tunjab for the year
1930-31 shows that notwithstanding thoe
many difficulties imposed by reasons of
finance, progress has heen maintaiued

in the education of girls. The total ex-
penditure on girls’ education during the
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vear under report was Rs. 25,15,120,
The number of girls' schools increased
by 439, of which 122 were recognised.
It is further satisfactory to note that
the nuwmber of girls at school have
increased, in spite of all difficulties, to
184, 301, thus giving a net increase of
15,561 for the year. The incresse in
.enrolment in recognised schools was
13,(}42 and in unrecognised schools was
" only 2,519, The Lahore division stands
first in the matter of female education,
with 471 schools and 42,374 girls.
Rawalpindi comes second with 412
schools and 25,221 girl pupils. Maltan
and Jullundur each have over 23,0060
girls in about 340 schools, arrd Ambala
division has 9,367 pupils and 216 schools.
The demand for higher education is so
large and insistent and has come so
guickly that it will be necessary before
long either to make further provision in
the oxisting colleges, or to start an
intormediate college for girls. During
the year under report, several girls
joined colleges for men, which may be
taken as implying o distinet inclination
towards co-education at the college
stage. 4

Almost all. Government schools
- have at least some space for play, while
several have very large grounds. Their
heal;h has consequently been very good,
especially as the parents of the girls
make no difficulty about re-vaccination
and inoculation for enteric, which is
insisted upon for boarders, and en-
couraged for all ﬁupils.

It is very satisfactory to note
that during the year under review
the training classes did very good work
and the total number of trained mistress-
es who qualified was 388, Seven ladies
-~ took the bachelor of teaching degree

from the Central Training College. The
Lady Maclagan College furnished 5
junior Anglo-vernacular trained tea-
chers and the Kinnaird College 11.

Unfortunatoly the optimistic out-
lock held out by the secondary schools
and colleges for women is sobered down
a good deal by the lamentable state of
primary education. It is forgotten that
there is a greater need in the sphere of
education, than in anything else, 'to
build soundly on the foundation. The
inspecting staff, howover, are trying
their best to evolve eofficiency and
regular work out of this chaotic
muddle,

WOMEN IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The first step in the political activity
of working women consisted in assem-
blies of delegatos. These mesetings are
held under the auspices of various
large enterprises, while smaller concerns
band together in single groups. The
working women, who are not members
of these groups, are organized into small
societies for political education.

The chiefl activity of the assembly
of delegates consists in the political
and economic education of the work-
ing and peasant women. These meet-
ings are not confined, however, to
instructing women in political funda-
mentals; they also awaken the interest
of the illiterate in practical questions
relating to their everyday life.. For
this purpose, the meetings are divided
into various sections devoted to profes-
sional, legal, and indusgrial instruction,
Special courses are given, teaching the
mothers how to take care of their

children, and how to organize their

family life.
Thanks to the meetings and educa-
tional groups, women are taking more

"NEWS AND NOTES

and more vyart in political life, and
especially in the elections. The follow-
ing figures show the nuimmber of women
voters who participated in the elections
in those years: 1924-1925, 27°5 per cent.;
1925-1926, 28'1 per cent. In 1926-27, 30
per cent. of the women in the country
distriets and 51°4 per cent. of the women
in the cities votéd. . In the same period,
the number of women elected to office
jncreased from 10 to 11 per cent. in the
country and from 18 to 19°4 per cent. in
the . cities. Another fact testifying
to the progress of our women is the
jncreasing number of young girls
attending school., In the professional

" schools, giris numbered about 40 percent

of the total attendance in 1926-1927, and
in technical schools they numbered 4175
per cent.

Ffforts are being made to improve
the living condjtions of the women pea-
sants and workers, and to instruct them
in housework. To this end the Soviet
has set up permanent nurseries for the
children of working women. Always
with the idea of improving the condition
of women, the Staté has established
lying-in hospitals and clinics for mothers

and children.

In order to bring the women of the
nation together and to make them feel
in close contact with distant comrades,
the women's organizations nrake skilful
use of the press. Moscow and Leningrad

* hoast four newspapers for working and

peasant wamen, and their circulation
totals 325,000 copies. In all of the
Soviet Republics, we have fifteen
women’s neowspapers, six of them in
Qriental languages. Another achieve-
ment has been the creation of a written
language, and even of an alphabet,
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for peonle who never possessed any form
of script.

The Government has also made
considerable headway in improving the
living conditions of the nomads of
Siberia and the inhabitants of the Volga
Valley, giving them all opportunity fo
study and a chanco to improve their lot.
Since sanitary dwelling iz the first line of
defence in the fight against heavy mor-
tality, various loecal groups, especially
among the nomads of Siberia and
Asia, have issued decrees forbidding
the housing together of human beings
and animals. :

In so far as the position of women
is concerned, the local authorities in
Yakutsk, Turkestan, the territory of the

Uzbegs, Tartary, and Azerbaijan have

granted them civil and political equality,
in accordance with the Constitution of
the Soviet Union, as proclaimed through
its decrees. The most significant of
these dcerees is the one stating that
waomen have an equal right with men
to own land ; and other laws have for-
bidden the purchase of women. In fact
this custom has been defined in the
civil code as slave traffic,

n 1925, eighteen women’s clubs in
Azerbaijan had 1,080 members. During
the same year in the same province 34
organizatjons with 479 members attack-
ed illiteracy. Now 13°6 per cent. of the
members of the local Soviet are
wonien, numbering six thousand in all.
In the year 1925, five women in Turke-
stan were members of the Soviet, The
next ycar the number increased to
twelve, and in 1927 to twenty-one.  ln
the slections 455,000 women were eligi-
ble to vote, and 130,000, or 28 per cent.,
cast their ballots,
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The women’s Communist group in
the Republic of Yakutsk in 1925 num-
bered only 33 members, During the
first year the number of women olocted
to the Jocal Soviet varied between 4
and 16 per cent. In the same period
three Yakutsk women wore elected to
the Central Executive Committee of the
Autonomons Yakutsk Republie. The
women’s group also established a nur-
sery and a tailoring establishpient
where thirty Yakutsk women worked.
In this Republic, where the population
is scattered over so wide 2 térritory,
school instruction is difficult, and travel-
ling schools have heen organized to
raise the cultural level of the people.
Reporis state that the Yakutsk women
have shown themselves eager to learn,
Frequently girls come from far off
provinces to the Central Committee to
learn and work at the same ftime,
During this pericd the girls go to school
for twenty days and then work for ten.

I have confined my examples of
the emancipation of women to two
Asiatic republies,  Of these, Azerbaijan
has made the greatest progress and
Yakutsk the least. The real eforts for
reform date back not more than three
or four years, but there is already time
enough to perceoive that a real and
significant movement is under way to,
improve the lot of Russian women all
the way from the ‘K'Ja.ucasus Mountains
to the Arctic Circlé and the foothills of
the Himalayas. ' )
' Styi- Dharma

WOMEN IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

Statistics whic}x have recently been
published by the Czechoslovakian Asso-
ciation of University women show that
more than 5,000 women are at present

studying at (zochoslovakin Univer-
sities and more than 300 at the Higher
Technleal Schosls. There are more
than 900 women ddctors in the countiry,
partly engaged in privaté practice and
partly serving in the various Public
Health Services: Seven women are
lecturers at Universities, over 800 are
on the teaching staff Of secondary
schools and more than 80 work in
éstablishinents of scientifi¢ résearch &nd
in publie libraries.

Czechoslovakia * has now nine
women ddvocates aird almost 90 candi-
dates for this prof‘essic‘;n, one is agsistant
th & “Notalre™ and thres afé preparing
thomselves for the position of **Notaire”,
while there aré 28 candidates for the
Bench—34 professiopi whiclk has been
Tecently thrown open to women.
Eighteern University women are em-
ployed in varicus municipal services.
There are now gquite a number of women
functionaries in the Civil Service, some
in higher positions and a few occupying
the posts of Heads of Seciions. 15
women havé passed their oxaminations
as apothecaries and are employed in
dispensaries. ' '

Among thoss who have graduated
from the Higher Technical Schools,
some are occupied in private enterprises,
some in factories, while others have
attained good positions ~in commerce.
Wo have quite a number of women
architects, engineers and mathe-
maticians. The socioty of Czechoslo~
vakian Engineers counts 40 women
among its members, -
Stri Dharma

WOMEN'S EMPIRE CONFERENCE.

The British Commonwealth League
Conference, which .opened at the
-
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Friends’ House’ was attended by women
delegates from many parts of the
British Kmpire. Awustralia and India
were especially well 'represented.

The su.bjects for consideravien in-
clude the eivil l'iglxts of married women,
racial intormixture, woman suffrage in
India, in Quebsoe, in Bermuda, and in

Malta, medical service for nativewomen

and a series of resclutions, relating fto
the aboriginals of Astralia. The dis-
cusssions on the resolutions were of
special value, becouse so many fagts
emerged that throw a light on conditions
and problems of women's life in many
counteies, and showed where co-operation
between women of the Commonwealth
is reqﬁi;ed.

ACENOWLEDGMENTS

MAY.

Dr. Burt, Switzerland
Miss Heeon, Madras
Mrs, Sinnatamby, Ceylon
Dr. L. Samuel, Sholingur

JUNE.

1. Khan Bahadur Ammeo Sahib, Trichinopoly

3 2 0
3 840
- 412 8
412 0.
2 8 0

2. Mrz. K. M. Abraham, Calcutta 2 8 0
5. N. X. Ayyangar Esq., Bombay 312 0
4, Mrs. Achayya, Madras 312 0
5. Mrx, Banninga, Pasumalai _ 2 4 0
¢, Napoleon Bernard Ksq., America T 00
7. 8. Krishna Bhagath Esq., Teilichery 2 &8 0
& Miss Brandt, Cooch-Behar . 2 2 0

9, Srimati Jesua Bala Devi, Kurse,ng 2

o)
<o
<

10. Major A. 8. Cowdell, V. D,, Qotacamund 2 8 0
11, Mrs. T, P, Das, Banpalore : 2 8. 0
12, Mrs. S. K. Ghosh, Rangamati 2 8 0
13, Mrs, D. 8. Herrick, America 4 0 0

14. Head-mistress, English High School for Girls,

Trivandrum

15, Mrs. D, Isaae, Dehra Dun

16. S.R. Josyer Esq, Mysore
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31.
32,
33.

3.
3s.
36.
37,
38.
39.
44,
41.
42,

44.
45,
46,
47,
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Mrs. Kumarappa, Mysore

Mrs, Xunji Kannan, Cannanore

Dr. Joanna Lyons, Rawalpindi
Mrs. Lazrado, Coimbatore
Mrs. Mirza, Bangalore

‘Mrs, Matthai, Qotacamund

N. T. Master Esq., Bombay

W. H. Mitchell E«q., Calicat

Miss Marshall, Vellore

Manikya Muthayya Esq., Badagara
Rao Kahib X, A, Mukundan, Calicut
Mr=. N. K. Mur(,hi,.l\'Iadms

Mrs. W. R. C. Paul, Ceylon

N. Ramachandran Esq., Tiruvarue
Mrs. A. K. Raghavan, Palghat

Sreemathi 8. Runganayaki Amma, Devangere

Ramaswamy Iyengar Esq., Sivaganga
Mrs, P. Sanjeeva Rao, Benares

G. Sreenivasa Iyer Esq., Dindigul
Mrs. Shankaran, Cannanore

Secy. Women's Intermediate College, Bangalore

Secy., Ladies’ Club, Mangulore
G. P. Therian Esq., Erode

Mrs. Ammu Thampurathi, Perinthalamanna

J. V. Thomas Esq, Dharapuram

Mrs. Tampoe, England

Mrs. Verghese, Ernakulam

Mrs. A. Verghese, Choughat

Mre. Vijiaraghavan, Ootacamund
Mrs. P. Venkataramana Rao, Guntur
Dr. C, T. Williams, Cevlon
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The Barbour Scholarships, yielding sight hund-
red dollars each per annum and University fees, are
awarded annually upon a basis of merit, by a com-
mittee at Michigan University, U.S.A. The character

of the candidate, her physical condition, her

scholastic atiainment, her Hitness {or university work,

including ability to use the English language for
study and classroom work, marked ability in some.

special field, and her desire to return to her native

land for service after suitable preparation shall have

been made, are the chief factors considered by the
committee in making appointments.
given to applicants who are graduates of Oriental

colleges. The awards are made annually about the

first of March to take effect at tﬂe beginning of the
following term in September.

"All courses of instruction at the University of
Michigan are open to women students, and the
Barbour scholars are not limited toc women pursuing
any particular course of study. The scholarships
are open to wormen of any Oriental nationality, no
definite numbe‘z‘ being allotted to any one country.
No race resiriciions or religious requirements are
imposed. Un ess exception is made by special action
of the committee, married women are not eligible

for appointment.

AN
For further particulars and capphcalxon blanks,
please write to Mrs. V. M. llahibaksh, Y. M, C. A
Naimi Tal, U. P.

Preference is’

see
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. Master of English | |
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You can readily bicome a master of the English language by 3
taking up the Grenville Kleizer Correspondence Course in Practical j

|
English and Mental Efiiciency in your spare moments at home. The

NS TN RS T

i J
2
3z . Gourse teaches you how to add thousands of expressive wbrds to your 3% :
Als X e . . . . . 22 ¥
FO) vocabulary-—usc the right word in the rixht place—write in a clear, o
Serom : ‘g . =
¥ bold, ngorous;'stylo that carries conviction—propare tactful, .f(.»rceful 3 FP”:'\ D
Py letters, advertisements, articlos. stories and lectures, and thus win g;; 1 \m.w.i
= higher promotion and pay, be a man of culture, power and influence # BLDL TG ST 5T
Yo i

s,

and gain success in life, The instruetion has been endorsed by famous

o writers and editors, and as wall as By thousands of gratified students, N )

& For full FREE particulars write {o-duy to: ik

e r she

e THE TUTORIAL INSTITUTE. DELHL, 24. %
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2 Under the Patronage of the Royal House of Travancore. -{2 For Ladies’ Functicnal

AA ALE F‘ND? ;! f‘"!Ri TE A ':’: ' Troubles, a regular dosc of
e IR AT ol = this remedy is a rcal relief
e A

w " . _— £ and cure., Regulutes the
563 Awarded Gold Medal At The Sree Chithra Nagar Exhibition = and ¢ ek

= - ) : R . fanctions.

% Trivandrum.— 1931. 3 . 0 fewa
K ) = susty wmevt g gdCua
i It is purely Indian.-—This means that it is entirely grown and :; Sund s @:}; F .y
oA manufactured in Indian soil--without blend of cheaper toas from Iz wung&&hes & loBng
o Juva, Sumatra, Ceylon or other foreign places—Under Indian Capital, - 3 Cong Soondutonea, 111y
% management and labour—The President of the Trrph,gung U. Co-op. W .-

i’j Stores says, "It is a Swadeshi product of first rate quality, ‘j%

3 It has the highest credentials—a security for its integrity and %

s genuineness, Uner the gracious patronage of H. H. ’.?he Maharaja o

n of the Roval House of Travancore—The S.L.R., the M, & S.M.R., and %
2 “e

tho Trivandrum Co-op. Stores Socleties are its patrons. The latter

‘?,; says, “of all the teas tried by us, this tea is undoubtedly the best, It ;:
pery b . . . . 7] J— T v
N stands unrivalled in quality & cheapness.” Jana . Addmw Hajee kA
i Mohamed Sait, wholesale dealer of this tes, of Bunder Street, Madras, 3
e says :(—"1t has eocmplotely satisfied me and my cusmme‘r‘s. _A :-f‘ .
“‘,’f Roman Catholic Sister, St. Joseph’s Convent, Travancore, says 1 tried i
oS it, it is very good tea.” i
& e, - -
A < . oo . H S 1
A The Hindu says——It satisfies the highest reputation for teas. ol ;
78N 1is
KA . . .. " e
o For further enquiries, appliy to.—- e
-7 - E A
3% S. T. PALDANO, or NATHAN & Co., Kilpauk, or other Madras %
¥ . - . .. . _ ue
S‘: dealers, or the Supt. of Mahendragivi Estate, Trivandrum. %
Ale, P
U .
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AM{’U TANJAN, DEPOT'S RING WORM

e OINTMENT-
PR

Zof ‘King &:\Queen Trade mark is well known for

" forty long years, throughout India, Burma & Ceylon.
It positively cures all kinds of Ringworm of long’

" standing, Dhobies ltche, etc., in three applications.

It is harmless to the skin-

Per tin Rs. 0——6-0 o Doz. Rs..3—8-0

Packmg & Postage extra.

| ?'ﬁﬁfié@UT ANJAN DEPOT’

A his sintment is prcpared with valuable c.rugs

£

v

| MADRAS.  CALCUTTA.  BOMBAY.
t | Stockists :— | | . | ' |
" 1. Messrs. Shyam & Co, Madras. | |
2, A.B.Parckh & Co, Madras. |
3 . ] M Sheth & Co, Madras. |

. :'Tb;iﬂagaz"iue lfn‘eﬂs,rl.tdf, Ching'lrppm:=
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