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CIVILISATION AS A CO-OPERATIVE ADVENTURE.
THE PRINCIPAL MILLER LECTURES, 1932,
BY

Pror. A, R. Wapia.

I deem it a great privilege to have been invited to deliver
the Principal Miller Lectures this year and especially so, as
they are linked up with the great name of Dr. Miller. Ever
since 1 have been in South India I have come across many and
many an old pupil of the Christian College, who never tire of
speaking of their old college days and how they were
taught and mouided by a principal, who felt it a
mission of his life to impart to his alumni something
of that vigour and catholicity which so marked his
own character. From all that I have heard of
him it is not difficult to picture a man with an impressive
presence, an eloquent voice, a great driving power and above
all a great heart, which knew no bounds of caste or creed
and which gave generously both in love and money. His was
the personality that built up the Christian College, where we
are met today, and the ring of hostels which his genius and
his generosity mostly created. In short by his life and his
work he has perhaps a right to be considered one of those,
who have most permanently impressed South India in general
and Madras in particular with the stamp of their own perma-
nent worth. I also gather that he was a man of very deep
religious convictions, a man who saw the hand of God in the
doings of history and was imbued with a firm conviction of the
‘inner meaning of human history as disclosing the one increas-
ing purpose that runs through the ages’. No wonder there-
fore, if his grateful pupil, Dewan Bahadur Sir Venkataratnam
Naidu, made this the subject matter of the lectures he endowed
to commemorate his revered guru. '

The theme is great, but at first one is apt to lean
towards a view like that of the brilliant but erratic thinker,
Count Keyserling, when he says: ‘History, like life, is a
tragedy, an insoluble equation or a surd’. Round about us
we see so much that i$ evil, so much that is revolting to all our

'
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developed sensibilities, and in the pages of history we read
over and over again the same old story of human greed and
human cruelty, the hand of man raised against man and one
evil succeeding another with shortlived interludes of great men
and pleasing romances of love and life. And yet the question
arises: Have we then lived in vain? Is life but a puppet
show to keep the gods amused with our little tragedies and
comedies? It is here that the philosopher comes in with his
rationalising thought to wring out from nature and the record
of men’s doings their inner secret, some plan, some dominating
idea, which could illuminate vast masses of arid facts. But
in this very attempt he comes into conflict with the preserves
of the pure historian, who will record facts and nothing but
facts. He will dive deep into archives to shift and classify

facts; he will unearth the buried cities of the dead past and-

label his discoveries of pots and coins as Sumerian or Cretan ;
he will classify the human skeletons as dolichocephalic or as
mesocephalic.  He will scrupulously record how Alexander the
Great conquered the world and died at the age of thirty-three
as the result of a drinking bout; how Casar saved Rome and
yet died a victim of the assassin’s dagger; how Napoleon,
the most towering personality of his age, created an epoch,
and yet died an exile; how Shah Jehan created a dream in
marble and died a prisoner with his last gaze fixed on the
immortal memorial of his mortal love.

The philosopher who has found the reign of matter or of
mind as the case may be in the whole realm of nature will not
submit to the brute contingency of history. A Hegel will
insist on seeing the play of mind in all history and a Karl
Marx will labour to prove how the whole history of man is
dominated by. his economic needs. The facts are the same,
but the interpretations vary. A historian is content with the
naked fact that Aurangzib was victorious over his brother
Dara Shikoh, but the philosopher is apt to see in it a change
of the whole destiny of India. The battle of Plassey does
not merely mean the defeat of a Mahomedan prince, but the
introduction of new forces in the life of India, the end of
which we have yet to see. If this world is governed by
God or pervaded by mind, history cannot be merely contin-
gent. It must have some meaning, ‘some plan which the
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unrolling time slowly and obscurely unravels. It would be
futile to conceal that in this task of interpreting the meaning
of history the personal factor consciously or unconsciously
colours the interpretations, for interpretation implies a certain
definite standpoint, which in its turn implies a definite
philosophy. Keyserling finds in socialism ‘one of the
bitterest enemies of culture that has ever appeared in history’.
In the same socialism Karl Marx sees the tulilment of human
destiny. To the lover of freedom the IFrench Revolution
marks the beginning of a new chapter in human progress.
To Spengler it marks the decline of the West. At bottom
a philosophy of history has as much of truth as the general
philosophical standpoint of the philosopher. To a non-
Idealist Hegel’s philosophy of history seems but a wasted
effort, while even an Idealist will have to admit that Hegel’s
philosophy of history is dominated far too much by his in-
born Prussianism. How else to explain such an extraordi-
nary statement as this: ‘The destiny of the German peoples
is to be the bearers of the Christian principle. . . For the
Christian world is the world of completion; the grand prin-
ciple of being is realised, consequently the end of days is
fully come’. And these words were uttered when just four
years earlier the guns had boomed at Waterloo and Europe
was in the welter of confusion.

I am sure you will appreciate the difficulties which con-
front a man who would seek to fathom the one increasing
purpose in human history. I have no doubt that this in-
creasing purpose has been there right through, and I shall
try to carry you with me in my conviction, but not unless
you agree with me as to the standpoint to be adopted. My
philosophical standpoint is definitely idealistic: Reality
is spiritual and in the world of our experience this spirituality
expresses itself best in the world of human souls. Men may
differ from one another in the range of their capacities, but
it is the birthright of each human soul to realise itself and a
human society is good or bad to the degree to which it
enables each constituent member of it to fulfil his humanity.
This is democracy in its broadest sense. It is not a mere
matter of political machinery, of votes and electorates, but
of the conditions under which man can become what he has
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it in him to become. That is why under an Asoka or an
Akbar, under a Napoleon or a Mussolini men may be enjoy-
ing real liberty more than under a corrupt and mediocre
political democracy. This great ideal of human democracy
is the common inheritance of all great religions. Zoroaster
preached it, Buddha lived it, Christ even died for it, Mahomed
fought for it. Their message lives. But it has had 10 meet
the opposition of all the petty conquerors of the day. The
Aryan and the non-Aryan, the Brahmin and the Sudra, the
Jew and the Gentile, the Greek and the barbarian, the Chris-
tian and the heathen, the white and the black—these are some
of the great divisions that have rent mankind asunder and
left their impress on social institutions, on literature and
philosophy, on our ethics and politics. In a sense it is true
that history knows no chosen people, and yet it is a truth
which is hard to be realised by those whom force or circum-
stances have placed in a position to command and domineer.
The humanity of man has again and again been negated by
the arrogance of the conquering sword. Goethe with his
clear vision could epitomise the whole teaching of the pro-
phets in a crystal-clear couplet:

‘Was ist das Heigligste? Das was heut’ und ewig die

Geister

Tief und tiefer gefiihlt, immer nur einiger macht’.!

And yet men have been woefully slow to learn
this lesson. In our cool moments it seems to illuminate
the very depths of our being, and yet there comes
a blast of racialism, of economic rivalry, of poli-
tical exploitation, of international jealousy, and the unity of
mankind evaporates into a mere myth. But nature has her
own cunning to prove the equality of men and few passages
have left a deeper impress on my mind than that episode of
the poor Irish widow recounted by Carlyle in his Past and
Present. There she was, this poor Irish widow in the city
of Edinburgh, going from door to door with her three children
begging for help, but receiving none. Then in despair she
sank down, a victim to typhus-fever. She died, but not with-
out infecting seventeen people in that lane, who too died.

! *What is the holiest? That which to-day and always the spirit of man has

felt deep and deeper, that which will always make men more and more one’, -
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And Carlyle continues: ‘The forlorn Irish widow applies
to her fellow-creatures, as if saying, ‘‘Behold I am sinking
bare of help: ye must help me. I am your sister, bone of
your bone; one God made us; ye must help me”. They
answer ‘‘No, impossible thou art no sister of ours”. But she
proves her sisterhood; her typhus fever kills them; they
actually were her brothers, though denying it’. Any com-
ment is superfluous. :

Philosophers of history have conceived this one increasing
purpose in various ways. Hegel has conceived it in terms
of freedom; Auguste Comte in terms of science; Benjamin
Kid in terms of character; Herbert Spencer in terms of indus-
trialism. And so the list goes on. But all these are mere
aspects, mere facets of one humanity. Man is complex. As
the Upanishads long ago realised, man is not merely a crea-
ture that lives to eat and drink. He has his varied economic
wants, but he has a soul which hungers for beauty and creates
the whole world of art and literature. He has an intellect,
which aspires to penetrate every nook and corner of nature
and wring out its secret whether from the deepest bowels of
the earth or the highest vaults of the sky, and thus he builds
up science. Behind the phenomena of science lies the deeper
creative mystery of the universe which the prophet and the
philosopher seek to penetrate. What a vast range of acti-
vities and how futile it is to compass it within the narrow
bounds of any one formula! The greatest men have never been
able to envisage more than some one or two aspects of life.
Many minds have worked in the course of ages to build up
our rich heritage of art and agriculture and commerce, science,
philosophy and religion. And which nation can truthfully
say: all this is our work? It is a vain boast. At various
epochs various different peoples have felt the divine afflatus
and built up varied civilisations. When a good thing has
been ushered into existence other people have never hesitated
to borrow and to profit. And those who have been slow to
learn have been left behind in the march of time. Humanity is
greater than the greatest nation. It is a world-wide co-opera-
tive body made up of many nations, each with its quota of
contribution and each with a sense of pride can say: we too
have done our bit in this great field of humanity. The Chinese



126 JOURNAL OF THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY

and the Mughals, the Iranians and the Indians, the Jews
and the Arabs, the Egyptians and the Luropeans have all
played a living part in human history. One name we miss
in this list: the unfortunate negro. ls he indeed the eternal
pariah of history? Has he nothing to his credit? Perhaps
nothing comparable to the contribution of others. Or
if he was ever great, it is a sccret buried under
the debris of ages. In the historic period the negro has
played but the part of a humble exploited slave. But consider
his history in the last seventy years and it would be wise to
desist from speaking of him with contempt. Born in his
native Africa, cut off from the civilizing influence of the
Mediterrancan by the desert of Sahara, cut off from the east
and west by wide interminable seas, they were hemmed in
and they remained in barbarous isolation till the more daring
and the more adventurous Asiatic or European drew him away
from his native home and forced him into slavery. And so
it continued through centuries till Abraham Lincoln, one of
the most towering peaks in human history, fought their battle
and set them free. Since then in spite of segregations and
lynchings they have grown to a certain height, producing a
Booker Washington, producing a long array of able lawyers
and doctors, preachers and teachers. What wonderful vitality
there must be in these people that in spite of their almost inhu-
man misfortunes they have preserved intact their spirit of song
and dance and to-day the fashionable salons of New York
Paris, Berlin and London are content to import their latest
dances and music from the despised negro. What religious
vitality they must be having to preserve their faith in God
and set a new standard of religious poetry in their famous negro
pastorals! Even Gobineau, the prophet of bigoted Nordic
racialism, is constrained to admit ‘Artistic genius equally
foreign to each of the three main types, has arisen only in con-
sequence of the marriage of whites with the blacks'. This
is the same Gobinecau who believes in the whites as the ‘great
and noble race’ and bemoans its deterioration by dilution with
the blood of the black, brown, yellow or red. Given a chance
the negro has shown what he can do. And so even he is by
no means outside the pale of civilised humanity. This is what
I mean when I speak of civilisation as co-operative. The
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burden of human progress is too heavy, too responsible to be
borne by the shoulders of any one race or any one country.
The pace of progress may vary from country to country and
from epoch to epoch, but mankind cannot rest until all humanity
come up to that level when the beauties of the earth and the
treasures of human achievements are the heritage of all. Truly
was Buddha great when he said that he wanted enlightenment
so that he might enlighten all. It was this spirit that made
Asoka the greatest royal missionary the world has ever seen.
It was the same spirit that actuated Sri Suryavamsa Rama,
a king of Siam in the fourteenth century, when entering the
Buddhist order he ‘solemnly declared his hope that the merit
thus acquired might make him in future live not an Emperor,
an Indra or a Brahma but a Buddha able to save mankind’!
When [ speak of civilization as an adventure I mean that
't cannot be conceived as something which is foreordained, as
a sort of mechanical contrivance which goes its own allotted
way, merely making use of human beings as pawns in the
chess of life. We find the deterministic or fatalistic view
elaborated not merely by the socialist-materialists like Karl
Marx and Bukharin, but also by so vehement an exponent of
culture and spirit as Spengler. Hence the note of pessi-
mism that runs through the massive volumes of Spengler.
“The Civilisation is the inevitable destiny of the Culture . . . .
Civilisations are the most external and artificial states of which
a species of developed humanity is capable. They are a con-
clusion, the thing-become succeeding the thing-becoming, death
following life, rigidity following expansion, intellectual age and
the stone-built, petrifying world-city following mother-earth
and the spiritual childhood of Doric and Gothic. They are
an end, irrecoverable, yet by inward necessity ‘reached again
and again’. Thus speaks Spengler. Is his the voice of de-
feated Prussian Jingoism, of a profound distrust of human
nature, of a fear that nothing precious can be shared without
‘its ceasing to be precious? Spengler has shown monumental
learning in the support of his thesis, but it would take up long
to follow him step by step and futile too, for if I succeed in
carrying you with me in the thesis that I have in mind, that

1Sir Charles Elliot’s Hinduism and Buddhism, Vol. 11, p, 83.
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would carry with it a refutation of the view that history is
not a free, but a shackled process. History is creative of new
values at every stage, but just because it is a free process,
it has to struggle for their establishment against old vested
interests and old conservative forces. It would be a mistake
to imagine that this struggle happens only in the spheres of
religion or of politics. On the contrary it is coeval with every
department of human activity : in the world of art, literature
and science as much as in the world of economics, religion and
politics except that heads are not so copiously broken in the
former as in the latter. If success were assured, it would not
be so enjoyable. It might even lead to a fatalistic lethargy,
which would effectually stand in the way of progress. It is
the uncertainty of success and the certainty of opposition that
give a zest to life: the zest of the reformer who feels that
the future is on his side, the enthusiasm that makes him
resolute in the face of ridicule and of obloquy, the cheerfulness
that makes him greet imprisonment and even death itself as
an immortal friend for the posterity to make epics of and to
treasure up their sufferings as beacon-lights to guide their
faltering steps. That is adventure. Only cowards count on
an easy success and compromise with their consciences at the
first breath of opposition. The heroes command success, and
if they fail they are content to die for their convictions trusting
time to show their work in its true perspective.

Now that I have made my standpoint clear, it is for me
to show that history endorses my thesis. 1 have already
admitted that if a man is inclined to be a pessimist, history
will afford him copious material. In every age the prota-
gonists of the settled order see in every change the beginning
of social dissolution. It is very difficult for the persons who
are hard hit by a change to realise that the change may
after all be for the better from the standpoint of the whole
society. More than this, the folklore of all countries delights
in picturing a golden age, when things were always better
and men were angels and rivers were of milk and ambrosia.
Even Rousseau consoled himself with visions of the noble
savage, who never had an existence outside the pages of his
books. The Hindu chronology finds in this Kali yuga a
good scapegoat for the sins and follies of mankind.
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I'rom this standpoint history as we know it can be nothing
but a story of progressive degeneration. But mythology apart,
taking our 'stand on the sober truth of science as found in
biology since the days of Darwin and Wallace, we would do
well not to brood on our present deficiencies, many and painful
though they be, but to consider how humble our origin was
and how through countless ages, which go far beyond any
written records that we possess, we have achieved bit by bit
our present estate. How distressing is it to come across
pictures of naked savages in the heart of Africa or Australia
in this year of grace 1932! And yet that nakedness represents
a stage through which the ancestors of the most civilised races
of to-day had to pass. Moving about in hordes like the
modern gorillas and chimpanzees, our Australopithecus and
Neanderthal ancestors roamed about without the burden of
anything which they could call their own. Living on fruits
and herbs, in continuous peril of being devoured by their pow-
erful animal neighbours of the forests or the plains, shivering
in cold and dying as animals do even to-day, uncared for and
leaving no traces of their existence except buried fossils to puzzle
the zoologists and the anthropologists of our times, these pri-
mitive ancestors of ours lived, ignorant of the great destiny
that awaited the children of their loins. All this belongs to
anthropology. Many things are uncertain in this science,
but we are certain how through the unknown millenia man
made good his ascent till he came to discover the use of fire
and the art of agriculture. Scattered wandering nomadic
tribes in course of time settled down on some inviting soil,
where water and climate were alike merciful, and that explains
how the field of human history for some ten thousand years
of the historic period was circumscribed within the northern
hemisphere and this too practically between 20 and 60 degrees
of northern latitude. That our ancestors fought hard just as

their descendants do to-day is not to be doubted. Whether

to defend themselves better or to secure better amenities for

themselves by taking the offensive, tribes thought it prudent

to form confederations and aided by agriculture, these confe-

derations came to develop into city-states and these -developed

into kingdoms and even empires, though of a very loose type,

which meant more the ‘spheres of raiding than of settled
2
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permanent occupation.  This is indeed a very rapid summary
of human ascent from barbarism, but it brings us upto the
historic period of what we call the ancient civilisations.

It would be a most interesting thing to find out which race
or which country had the honour of initiating the very first
human civilisation. But I wonder if we shall ever be in a
position to discover this buried secret of the past. Historians
are divided among themselves and we have to rest content
with this that by the time recorded history begins there were
four great civilisations: the Chinese, the Babylonian, the
dgyptian and the Indian-Dravidian. The first was definitely
the handiwork of the yellow race, the second and the third
of the white race, while the exact paternity of the Dravidian
civilisation is still a conundrum of history. Subsequent to
these primary civilisations we have the emergence of the
East Mediterrancan civilisations of Crete and Phoenicia, the
Judaic, the Iranian and the Indo-Aryan or the Hindu. Still
later we have the Graeco-Roman and the Christian, the
Saracenic and the modern European civilisations.

In the reconstruction of these great early civilisations
archacology has played a part which cannot be overemphasis-
ed, and yet it has had to work under very severe limitations
and therefore the reconstructions and the conclusions of the
archacologists are by no means above doubt, in fact in many
cases they have all the interest and the clusiveness of
romances.  But there are a few general statements which may
be legitimately deduced from the vast panorama of early his-
tory. They do not hold of merely isolated races or isolated
tracts of land, but they are true of human history in extenso
and it is only on this ground that they can be said to be
truly universal in character.

1. Growth of Civilisation through Trade and Wealth.—
Men were able to rise above their animal origin only when
they had attained a stage of development, when they were
no more under the need of moving about in search of food.
The discovery of agriculture was the first assertion of the
humanity of men, for thereby they ceased to be nomadic and
developed a territorial love. Hence it is not surprising that
the earliest civilisations were all riparian in character. With
the production of surplus food there came into existence
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trade, with trade came wealth and development of new wants
like rich clothes and vessels and new implements of warfare,
the marvellous discovery of the art of writing, which seems to
have developed on independent lines in all the four earliest
civilisations. [From all this we might justifiably deduce that
men were civilised, when they commanded wealth and leisure
and when they were sufficiently disciplined to lead a common
life under the rule of a government. It implies the capacity of
a number of men to live together, to sink their individual
anti-social proclivities and develop a common life, a common
outlook, and to face dangers in the defence of their common
interests. Such a civilised state could have become possible
only through generations of tribal discipline, the only logical
outcome of which was the emergence of the state.

1. Growth of Civilisation through War—War has been
coeval with humanity and the early history of men is first
and foremost a history of wars. In their ignorance as well
as in their exclusiveness war was a useful means of bringing
men of alien stocks nearer one another, and such a contact,
making allowance for all the inevitable bloodshed, was a pre-
lude to that enormous intermixture of blood, which has made
ethnology so baffling a science to-day. Mesopotamia, the
basin of the Tigris and the Euphrates, was literally the melt-
ing pot of the ancient world. The Sumerians and the Aka-
dians, the Assyrians and the Chaldeans, the Medes and the
Persians, as well as the Hebrews and the Greeks in the
course of five thousand vears and more have lived in this
region, intermarried and overcome the sense of the superior
and the inferior. The unifying effect of living together under
a common rule is marvellous and is well brought out in more
than one instance. We hear a good deal from the western
writers ahout the great patriotism of the Greeks and how
they repelled the rising surge of Persian power and ultimately
faid it low at Arbela. But we are apt to overlook the fact
that many Greeks had found service under the Persian king,
and Alexander encountered sturdy resistance from the Greek
soldiers in the Persian army. As Hegel was constrained to
admit, the yoke of the Persians sat light on the numerous
peoples that made up the heterogeneous Persian Empire from
the days of Cyrus the Great onwards.
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In India we find the same phenomenon. Hindu Law as
well as the epics bear testimony to the view that the conquering
Aryans took many a wife from the conquered Dravidas and
the marriage rigour of the caste system as we know it today
is a matter of comparatively recent growth. The freedom
of the marriage relations as we come across them in the epics
is of the most surprising variety, Santanu, the king of
Hastinapura, wedded a fisher woman, Satyavati by name.
Bhima married a Rakshasi, Hidimbi. Arjuna married a
Naga princess. Prof. D. R. Bhandarkar in his learned paper
on the IForeign Elements in Hindu Population’ shows that
there is hardly a caste or class in India which has not a
foreign strain in it and that there is an admixture of foreign
blood not only among the Rajputs and the Marathas, but even
amongst the Brahmins. The Punjab, which has borne the
shocks of successive foreign invasions, bears the stamp of a
heterogeneous population more perhaps than any other portion
of India.

In the last few centuries the European domination in the
different parts of the world has led to an enormous miscegen-
ation, the result of which we see in the Eurasians of India
and the Mulattoes of America and Africa. Even the Mongo-
lian China shows many an Aryanised face, pointing to foreign
blood, while the last war in Europe once again hrought out
war's levelling tendencies towards miscegenation. Daniel
Defoe’s satirical poem The Englishman beautifully brings out
the futility of the boast of purity of blood. Men and women
of the most diverse races tend to come together, and give
rise to new stocks. In short racial miscegenation has been
the invariable result of war and this practically means of the
whole human history.

We in India to-day have very legitimate reasons to be
distrustful of the blatant imperialism of Europe, but we
cannot get over the fact that in human history imperialism
has been the normal order, and civilisation has spread over
vast areas mainly as the result of imperialism. China in the
Far East could not have become a huge empire but for the
steady pressure of her arms at various periods. Hindu India

Y Indian Antiquary, Vol. Xl.
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in her palmiest days not merely saw the imperialism of
Chandragupta and Harsha, but the exuberance of her intel-
lect carried Hindu civilisation far beyond the confines of
India. The Burmese chronicles themselves record the founda-
tion of Tagaung by the Hindu prince Abhiraja in the ninth’
century B.C. and the kingdom of Arakan claims as its ruler
a prince of ancient Benares. In his book on the Hindu
Colony of Champa, the modern Annam, Dr. R. C. Majum-
dar has pointed out the existence of a good many Hindu
kingdoms even in the interior of Indo-China, and supports
the view that ‘a double stream of emigrants from India flowed
into Indo-China at a very early peniod’ viz. by land and
sea, founding kingdoms in Champa and Kamboja (Cambodia),
in Sumatra and Java, in Borneo and Bali. America of to-day
is dotted with places with European names, and similarly the
Hindu colonists named their new homes after such celebrated
old names as Ayodhya, Kausambi, Dvaravati, Mathura,
Champa, Kallinga, Kamboja, and Gandhara, He would be
a bold man who would venture to say that this colonisation
was effected altogether peacefully. Details of original con-
quests are lacking, but the methods which were followed in
India and are usually associated with imperialism could not
but have been followed. Even if it were a policy of ‘peaceful
penetration’ we know what it has meant in more recent cen-
turies. \When I say this, I should not be understood as being
critical, for I believe that conquest has been one means of
spreading a superior civilisation and India in her day played
the role, and played it manfully to fulfil the destiny that was
India’s. '

Imperialism as a policy of active aggrandisement has
played a far more important part in the West beginning with
Persia. In an age when there was apt to be too much of
free and desultory fighting, a strong power; keeping the war-
ring nations from fighting and preserving peace over a wide
area, was a cultural as much as a political necessity. -The
Greek civilisation was very peculiar in its intense desire to °
maintain the polity of the city state. Plato, the philosopher
of the city state, has no enthusiasm or word of admiration for

Pericles and his imperialism, while the modern historian of -

ancient Greece knows no bounds in his admiration for him
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as the symbol of Greek civilisation at its best. Demosthenes
raved against the dominance of Philip of Macedon, but the
muse of history recognises in him merely the voice of a lost
cause.  The civilisation of the Greek city state undoubtedly
justified itself, but it remained narrow : essentially a civilisa-
tion of the city walls. If the good in it was not to perish
by an internal decay, it had to spread, and spread it did
through that youthful genius Alexander the Great. Of its
cultural implications, I shall speak a little later. At this
moment it is of importance to note that Greek imperialism
was responsible for the spread of Greek culture eastwards, and
yet it was no one-sided bargain, for the Greeks too had to
learn and unlearn many things. It is on record that the
earliest western conqueror of India was impressed by the
placidity of Brahminism in the Punjab and felt that in the
realm of spirit the West must learn from the East.

The glory of the Grecian arms in the East proved to be
the prelude to its extinction before the might of Rome, but
in Rome—in spite of the lugubrations of Spengler—the glory
of Greece lived and still lives. If the native Greek was too
contemptuous of the barbarian to civilise him, the force of
circumstances made him the civiliser of Europe against his
will, and none but a perverse aristocrat will see in this Roman
imperialism anything but that which laid the foundations of
the Europe of to-day.

Since the days of the Roman Empire two other imperial-
isms have played a great part in the history of the world:
the Saracenic and the modern European. Persia for varied
reasons was unable to withstand the fierce onslaught of the
desert Arabs fired with a new religious zeal, and Ctesiphon,
where the magnificent arch of the Persian Palace still stands
as a mute witness of departed glory, passed into strangers’
hands. But as the cunning of the Time Spirit again and
again has shown, this defeat was a prelude to the creation of
a new power: the Saracenic, which was really a union of the
Arab vigour and Persian brains and this combination dom-
inated the world for several centuries. It not merely made
~ Western Asia regain the glory of the days of Cyrus and
Darius, but made it the centre of the world of culture from
which Europe was willing to learn. In fact Europe waes
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saved by the Saracenic culture from the dangers of an insi-
dious barbarism which under the mask of religion was cor-
roding her intellectual life. The European imperialism of
the last four centuries has had a remarkable development and
opened out immense possibilities of great world movements,
to which I shall refer in my second lecture.

111. Growth of Civilisation through Religion.—I1f the
greater and greater unity of mankind has been on the one
hand realised through the force of arms, it has been even
more potently realised through the peaceful and persuasive
force of religion. Apart from the primitive communities in
Africa and Australia and other outlying parts of the world,
the religious classification of mankind to-day does not present
any great complexity. We may proceed from the generally
accepted view that Central Asia set the ball of religious
advance rolling. The worship of Isis in Egypt and of
Marduk in Babylonia has died away, but the spiritual impulse
that issued in the Vedas of the Hindus and the Gathas of
the Persians have been practically the fountain heads of all
subsequent religious development in two distinct streams : one
comprising India and Eastern Asia generally, the other com-
prising Western Asia and Europe-America.

The Vedas represent the religion of nature worship prac-
tised by the Aryans in their original home in central Asia
and after their advent into India they underwent a steady
philosophical development, whose purest expression we find
in the Upanishads. While in the course of centuries the
Vedic religion has suffered heavily through the inroads of
Dravidian and other alien practices, it still remains true that
the Vedas find their logical completion in the Upanishads,
which in their turn have been the inspiration of the main
currents of Indian philosophic thought, particularly Vedanta.
But the Vedic religion suffered from the growing rigour of
castes and extreme ritualism, necessitating the great reform
movements of Mahavir and Buddha. While the religion of
Mahavir has always been confined to the frontiers of India,
and is just one among others of the many religions that sub-
sist in India to-day, the religion of Buddha has become a
world religion. Though I am not prepared to accept that all
Chinese are Buddhists, it still remains true that its spiritual
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vitality is unimpaired. Buddha is out and out the greatest
contribution of India to the world. His life and his ethical
vigour were the means of uplifting the lowliest to a realisation
of the spiritual in them and proved a great fructifying source
of religious life. The palmiest days of Indian history coin-
cide with the dominance of Buddhism in India. If India has
any right to boast that she has given of her best for the better-
ment of the world without shedding a single drop of human
blood, it is only because of the Buddhist conquest of Asia. Dr.
James Pratt, who has been such a devoted student of Buddhism
both as a theory and as a practice, is perfectly justified in
emphasising its great elasticity and adaptability. ‘Its trans-
planting to new lands', says he, ‘has been accomplished never
through conquest or through migration but solely by the
spread of ideas. Yet almost everywhere it has gone it has
so completely adapted itself to the new people and the new
land as to become practically a npational religion’. This is
what gives such a vital interest to Buddhism in its various
environments and this is what makes Sir Charles Eliot’s study
of Buddhism in the different countries of eastern and southern
Asia of such fascinating interest.

But our admiration for Buddhism need not lead us to any
exaggeration of the just measure of its influence. We in
India as well as the Kuropeans in general are apt to dub all
China and Japan as Buddhist, while in truth Buddhism has been
just one of the three dominant influences in China as well as of
the two in Japan. The thinker of China par excellence was Con-
fucius, who was not a prophet, but a great law-giver, and very
luckily for China a really democratic one. The social in-
stincts of the Chinese are exceptionally strong and the cultured
classes through centuries have been first and foremost Con-
fucians. But Confucianism is weak on the purely religious
side and it is this weakness which was overcome by the intro-
duction of Buddhism. Buddha himself did not preach about
God, but his followers made him a god as much as the Chris-
tians have made Christ a god. It gave an outlet for the all
* too human desire to worship and yet it did not come into
any actual conflict with Confucianism, for both were essen-
tially democratic. The Emperor Wan-li, it is no wonder, saw
this clearly when he compared Buddhism and Confucianism
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to the two wings of a bird, and they have remained two wings
of a bird right down till our own times. Great teachings
are apt to be corrupted through an ignorant and avaricious
priesthood. No religion has escaped the petrifying hand of
priesthood, and Buddhism has been no exception, but nobody
has dared to sully the one pure teaching of Buddha: that he
lived for the enlightenment of all. Both by the virtue of
Buddha’s life and of his abiding love for the meanest creature
Buddhism developed into the worship of Buddha : the philoso-
phic Hinnayana gave place to Mahayana.

It is possible to trace the philosophical genealogy of
Buddha’s teaching to the speculations of the Upanishadic seers,
but Buddha in his ethical intensity has far transcended the
aristocratic constitution of Hinduism. It had a great period in
India, but it was eventually driven out of India, unfortunately
to the loss of India. It remains a paradox that the stream
which rose in India and fructified the spiritual pastures of
the Chinese Empire has run dry at its source. But the
paradox is explicable. The democracy of Buddha found no
irreconcilable rival in Confucianism and so found a hospitable
home in China, while in India itself it had to overcome the
inborn stubborn pride of the Aryans, which had crystallised
itself into a more or less rigorous caste system. As the
vigour of pristine Buddhism declined in India, caste once
again asserted itself and Buddhism became an exile. Some
vears ago | was travelling from Cawnpore to Bombay and
I had a Mahomedan fellow passenger whose words are still
ringing in my ears. ‘All the misfortunes of India’, he
said, ‘are due to the fact that India has driven out Buddha’.
The more I think the more I feel inclined to agree with him.
Japan has grown to be a power, even China has been able
to show her vitality. The caste-ridden India has been the
perennial magnet to attract one invader after another.

Retracing our steps to the ancient religious watershed of
Central Asia, we come across the beginnings of the other
stream which has enriched the religious life of Western Asia
and Europe. I believe both on linguistic and historical
grounds that some type of Vedic religion was the common
faith of the ancient Hindus and the ancient Iranians. But
the same reasons, which gave birth to the ethical revolt of

?
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Buddha against the Vedas, necessitated an ethical revolt in
Iran and the leader of this revolt was Zarathustra or to use
the more common Europeanised form : Zoroaster. As against
the philosophical and ascetic tone of Buddha's reform,
Zoroaster, who preceded Buddha by several centuries, if not
by a thousand years, definitely from the first evolved mono-
theism of the purest type. This claim is likely to be
challenged on the ground that Moses antedated Zoroaster.
Zoroaster’s date is still a mooted problem among scholars,
hut the general opinion converges round 1000 B.C., while
the date of Moses is placed in the 14th century B.C. I need
hardly say that Biblical scholarship itself has shown that the
cvents relating to Moses were compiled centuries after him
and therefore his date cannot be taken as a settled fact.
But for the particular point that I have to establish it is
immaterial whether Moses lived after or before Zoroaster. For
it is admitted that if Moses developed the conception of
Vahweh as one God, Yahweh was fundamentally con-
ceived as the God of the Jews and the whole conception of
the Jews as the chosen people of God is linked up with the
tribal nature of Yahweh. As against this even in spite of
the shadowy figure of Zoroaster and all the uncertainties of
his historical environment we have in his sacred Gathas a
clear enunciation of Ahura Mazda as the one and only God
of Righteousness. I can hear some one asking me whether
Zoroaster was not really dualistic rather than monotheistic?
The fact is that the dualism of good and evil, which we
find so clearly in the Gathas is just an attempt to solve the
problem of evil and it does not affect the ultimate supremacy
or the sovereign divinity of Ahura Mazda himself. Far from
this dualism being peculiar to Zoroaster, it has since his time
hecome the common inheritance of all theistic religions and
all theistic philosophies. In Plato’s Republic we have the
same idea that God can be only righteous and no evil can be
attributed to Him, and if evil exists it must fall outside of
Him and to that extent dualism is inevitable, The important
part played by Satan both in the Old Testament as well as
in the New and in Christian Theology and the acceptance of
the concept in the Koran go far to show that the lines laid
down by Zoroaster were fundamentally sound, for that is
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the only way in which the righteousness of God can be saved,
though at the expense of his omnipotence. If God is really
good, why did he create evil? To discuss this question would
itself take up a long time and this is not the place for it, and
yet it is interesting to note that in some current philoso-
phical theisms of our own day the limitedness or the finitude
of God are emphasised more and more so as to safeguard
the essential goodness of God.

The significance of Zoroaster’s teaching comes out in the
history of the Persian Empire, particularly under Cyrus and
Darius. With the spread of the Persian Empire it was
inevitable that Zoroastrianism should also spread, and yet
it was not generally a matter of compulsion, for under the
symbol of light the Persian inheritance of truth by itself
permeated the empire, as even Hegel admits. And Judaea
was no exception to the rule. It is noteworthy that so stiff-
necked a people as the Jews are generally supposed to have
been should have owed the reestablishment of their temple at
Jerusalem to the clear-spirited tolerance of Cyrus. And it
was a great tribute and a recognition of the Persian influence
that in the Book of Isaiah, Cyrus should be mentioned as the
anointed of the Lord and as the chosen instrument of God.
The Behistun inscriptions of Darius show behind all the
egoism of a great conqueror a piety which centres round Ahura
Mazda and a hatred of Druj, the lie or the evil mind.

How Judaism took up the ethical zest of their conquerors
is immortalised in the pages of the Jewish prophets and how
the conception of the immortality of soul slowly dawned on
them long after it had found a home in the Persian religion
has all been sufficiently recognised by Christian authors like
Dr. Mills and others. How Judaism developed into Christian-
ity and how both contributed to the rise of Islam are more
recent facts and better known and so we can afford not to
dwell ‘at length upon them. But there is one phase which is
not so well known and so I shall refer to it, as it is a further
proof of my general thesis. During the indecisive wars which
were waged between Rome and Persia plenty of opportunities
were afforded to both sides to learn from each other, and the
Roman legionaries in spite of all their enthusiasm for the
Capitoline - Jupiter and the worship of their Emperor, were
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captivated by the religious spirit of the East, and long before
Christ conquered Rome, Mithraism had found a hospitable
home in imperial Rome. Mithraism was a corrupt form of
Zoroastrianism and there was not a part of the Roman Empire
which was free from its influencé, including even the far-oft
Britain. It illustrates how people given opportunities of con-
tact, whether through peace or war, are willing to learn and
profit through alien forces. Mithraism at its worst was nobler
than the wooden religion of the ancient Romans and if Mi-
thraism bad to yield to another religion it was better that it
should have yielded to Christianity, which came with a rich
heritage of centuries nurtured by the ethical idealism of
Zoroaster and the Hebrew prophets.

Islam spread fast in Arabia and the Persian Empire for
much the same reason that Mithraism had to yield place to
Christianity in Europe. It has made slow progress in India
because its democracy has had to meet the same difficulties
that the native Buddhism had failed to overcome. But it has
had a tremendous vogue in the wilds of Africa and is entitled
to rank as a great civilising force in the history of humanit)_f.

IV. The Growth of Civilisation through Cullure.—It is
necessary to distinguish between the religion and the cuiture
of a people. It is true that the two are very closel}f inter-
connected, for a dominant religion never fails to create its own
culture, and yet there is a certain definite difference between
the two which cannot be overlooked. Perhaps a few concr_ete
instances will better explain what I have in minf:l. In Cl.una
we have already seen that Buddhism as a relignon.hfis lived
side by side with Confucianism, which is not a religion, but
essentially a culture. In Europe it is not difficult to see th‘at
the Graeco-Roman civilisation has furnished the essential
ground plan, on which Christianity as a religion has been
sought to be grafted, and in spite of what orthodox Christians
might say to the contrary it is an open question whether
Europe is fundamentally more Christian or more just Euro-
pean! Last year Lord Irwin gave one of his usually sympathe-
tic addresses on India and the next day an eminent peer wrote
a letter to the Times suggesting that it would have been better
if Lord Irwin had been sent out to India ten years ago as a
bishop rather than as a viceroy. I am not acquainted with
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his lordship’s religious convictions, but it would be futile to
deny that ‘Christians’ of his type have not been uncommon in
England. Is this Christianity or a species of that Roman
imperialism which created a desert and cailed it peace? In
the Saracenic civilisation it is easy to distinguish the
religion of Mahomed and the great cultural contribution
of the Persians converted to Islam. It is only in Hinduism
that it is difficult to distinguish between its religious and
cultural aspects. .

There is a very practical need for distinguishing between
the two, for in the complex nature of man there is an oscil-
lation between this-worldliness, which is represented by culture,
and the other-worldliness which is represented by religion
at its highest. The former emphasises the beauty and the
glamour of nature, the romance of love, the creativeness of
art, the zest of knowledge, the lure of power. The latter em-
phasises majesty and yet the fatherliness of God, the supreme
value of life as essentially supramundane; if not always, it
often tends to depreciate the goods of this life and thus gives
an ascetic tinge to the life of man. These two are such dis-
tinguishable aspects that with the exception of Mahomed, who
was both a soldier and a prophet, we find that men who dis-
tinguish themselves in one of the aspects are painfully lacking
in the other. Our imperialists, artists, statesmen do not figure
as saints, while our greatest saints in their enthusiasm for the
holy do not take sufficient count of human nature, and make
well nigh impossible demands on the loyalty of their followers.
Is it necessary to illustrate this, when every page of, history
is redolent of this great conflict ? The divorce between a religion
as it is preached and as it is practised, which is so painful a
feature of every religion without any exception, finds its ex-
planation in the dual demands of our nature. "Some great
souls have the requisite strength and inner vision, which make
them uphold the demands of this life and of the other life
beyond with some balance, but the rank and file find it easier
to maintain an unreconciled dualism between the Sunday
and the week-day morality, between the prayer in the mosque
and the life outside, between the thought of universal philo-
sophy and the practice of caste religion. Aand so the world
has gone on. That is why the eras of great creative activity
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appear to be the work of Satan to the conscience of the reli-
gious recluse, and the eras of religious piety appear S0 dull
and drab to the man whose soul hungers for living beauty.

I have already had occasion to point out before that human
nature is very complex and every attempt to reduce it to some
simple formula, cven though it be of the most profoundly reli-
gious character, is doomed to failure. That is why religion
and culture somehow tend to live together in an unstable
equilibrium, but by the very virtue of their contact religion
supplies themes for culture to live on. I shall now proceed
to develop this phase of human history, which is of an entraqc—
ing interest. Religion at its highest is essentially democrat.nc,
for the religious teacher is humble as being merely the in-
strument of the divine will, but the artist, the philosopher,
the poet, the statesman, the gcnergl have the consciousness of
being the superior ones in the world of mediocrities. .Bc:')‘th
need each other; neither can do without the other. Religion
without its cultural habiliments would remain too abstract;
culture without a religious inspiration.would not rise to its
full stature. -

Beginning with India we find how the Hindu epics have
woven themselves round the divine incarnations of Rama and
Krishna and how the Hindu idolatry has been responsible for
some of the most superb temples as well as sculpture, and
yet the wish to make religion as concrete as possible has led
to those pornographic representations which give a sho.ck to
the purely religious as in the temple of Jaganath at P_ur-l and
elsewhere on a smaller scale. Even the ascetic Buddhlsnj has
left behind the finest specimens of Indian painting at Ajanta,
a living source of inspiration to our artists even to-c.iay. Hindu
art accompanied the Hindu colonists that left for distant lands
from Broach on the west coast as well as from the east coast
near the present day Masulipatam. It has come to me as an
astounding revelation that Java and Indo-China contain speci-
mens of Hindu architecture far surpassing anything to be found
in India to-day, great though the Hindu architecture is in India
itself. The magnificent proportions of the Angkor Vat temple
of Indo-China as seen even in its copy at the Paris Colonial
Exhibition last year have left behind impressions on the fortu-
nate. visitors which time will not efface, while the glorious
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Boro Buddur in Java shows the intertwining of the Hindu
and Buddhist motifs in a temple essentially Buddhist.'
Mr. Scheltema points out how in Java Saivism and Buddhism
flourished side by side and how ‘the statues of the Dhyani
Buddhas partook of Siva’s attributes; those of their sons the
Boddhisatvas, the Buddhas in evolution and of their saktis,
showed the characteristics of other Hindu gods and goddesses.
Siva conversely assumed the features of Avalokiteswara or
Padmapani the Buddhist T.ord of the world.” Similarly the
Saivite temples of Prambanan have representations of en-
throned Boddhisatvas.

The spread of Buddhism in the Far East gave a fillip to
wholesale translation of Sanskrit books on Buddhism into the
eastern languages especially Chinese. The rescarches of my
friend and colleague Prof. Shustery have brought to light the
interesting fact that in the dissemination of Buddhist knowl-
edge in China even Iranians played a great part. Many
Iranians had become Buddhists, including an heir apparent to
the Parthian throne, who came to India, studied Sutra Pataka
and Abhi-Dharma till he could repeat them by heart and then
went to China and translated Buddhist works into Chinese
under the name of Au Shi Kav or Au Tsing. :

Not merely did the Indian art find a new home beyond th
confines of India. Sanskrit also found a new home. Dr.
Majumdar records: ‘It is evident from the published inscrip-
tion that at least up to the end of the tenth century A. D.
the classical Sanskrit literature, particularly the Kavya, was
thoroughly studied, probably even to the exclusion of the native
literature if there were any. Sanskrit became the language of
the learned and the indigenous tongue suffered a cold neglect.
Not only were Indian books imported and studied, but even
new books were written in Sanskrit, and the name of at least
one such book and an extract from it has reached us’. This
is with reference to Champa, but the same holds true of the
other countries too, where Hindu civilisation came to be
transplanted. Burma and Siam even to-day bear the stamp
of Indian culture. This was inevitable, for it is in conformity
with the general law of cultural diffusion throughout the ages.

Vide p. 262-3:" Monumental Java by J. F. Scheltema.



144 JOURNAL OF THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY

Even at a time when India was in a position to teach she was
not unwilling to learn from others. Sir Charles Eliot men-
tions an amusing incident as to how Bindusara, the father of
Asoka, exchanged missions with Antiochus and expressed a
wish to buy a professor, but Antiochus is said to have replied
that Greek professors were not for sale!

The cultural contact between India and Persia was con-
tinuous and if Indian ideas passed to the West, it could have
been only through Persia. It was Persia’s destiny that if
she became the heir to all the Babylonian and Chaldean lore,
she could not keep it to herself but had to transmit it to all
the provinces of her vast empire. If Alexander’s conqlfest of
Persia introduced Greek culture into Persia, Greece in her
turn did not fail to learn from her conquered rival. Prof.
Shustery has recorded: ‘It is a well known ‘fact'the great
Greek philosophers lived, when either [ran was in direct touch
with them, as in the reign of the Achaemenians or when sh'e
was under their rule as in the reign of Alexander and his

It was impossible that the: Iranians as such could
Particularly so,

Aryavarta,

SUCCESSOrS. :
have remained ignorant of Greek wisdom.

when we find living examples such as Artabaz,
Huravdha, Mithridates of Pont and so many others who were
well acquainted with Greek literature. King Khushro 1 of. the
Sassanian dynasty was a patron of philosophy. He had given
protection to the Greek philosophers, who had left .Rom'an
territory and had taken refuge in Iran. There was a universiy
at Gunde Shahpur where medicine and philosophy were taught.
A number of works by Aristotle and Porphyry had already t')ee'n
translated into Pahalvi and Syrian languages, and all this is
a proof that Greek philosophy was known in Iran before the
Istamic Khilafat. We also know from Greek sources that
Alexander ordered a number of Iranian works to be translated
into Greek and the Greek philosophers and physicians and
statesmen were present at the court of the Achaemenians.
Therefore we may be convinced of the fact that the Greeks and
the Iranians both influenced one another in science, philo-
sophy and literature. We may as well say that the Unani system
of medicine has been wholly copied from Greece, because the
meaning of the word Unani is Greek and the system is supposed
to have been received from Galen and other Greek physicians.
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But ninety per cent of the Unani system is either Iranian or
Indian and hardly ten per cent Greek, and such also is the
fact in connection with the so-called Grecian-Islamic
philosophy’. .

More than a. thousand years after Alexander, Europe and
western Asia came once again into violent collision over the
question of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem and after all the
bitterness of the conflict the east once again emerged trium-
phant in the realm of culture. This cultural conquest cannot
be fully appreciated till we realise the part that the downfall
of the Persian Empire meant to the conquering Arabs. The
Arabs were literally uncultured. They were hardly able to
distinguish between gold and silver or camphor and flour.
The vigour generated by the keen desert air and the enthu-
siasm born of a new religion enabled them to carry everything
before them. " But they had the good sense to appreciate the
cultural superiority of their conquered foe and did not dis-
dain to adopt it wholesale. In this process the peculiar
adaptability of Persian character was a great help, for millions
of them became Mahomedans, took to Arabic and helped to
build up the Saracenic civilisation. Some of the most noted
names in Arabic literature were really Persian. Abu Haniffa
the great jurist of the Sunni fold was a Persian. Avicenna
(Ibn-Sina) the great philosopher who revived the study of
Greek philosophy in Europe was a Persian. The whole system
of administration was Persian. The unity of human .nature in
the Arab and the Persian was thus asserted and this unity
was asserted on a far wider scale as the result of the Crusades.

As Hegel asserts, the Christian Crusaders had the satis-
faction of capturing the empty tomb of Jesus, but what was
infinitely more precious they once again caught the breath of
a living culture. The Perso-Arab had treasured those
exquisite beauties of Greek philosophy and literature, which
a sullen and narrow-minded Christian priesthood had con-
demned to oblivion as being only pagan. The Arabic trans-
lations of these classics and the work of Avicenna and Averroes
constituted the basis on which the whole structure of Schol-
astic philosophy came to be reared and Europe once again
became conscious of her cultural past. Verily is human spirit
greater than the narrow bounds of a continent or a race.

4
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Persia, defeated and humiliated, made herself felt in the
sphere of culture to the utmost confines of Christendom, and
made herself politically felt by creating the great schism which
has divided the Mahomedan world into Shiahs and Sunnis.
But politically she made herself more constructively useful in
the extension of Mahomedan culture in the lands east of Persia,
particularly India in the days of the great Moghuls. Akbar
represents the,flower of the Mahomedan world, as Asoka did
that of the Buddhist world. It is the glory of India to have
given birth to two monarchs, who belong to the ages.

I trust I have succeeded in showing that in spite of wars
and mutual jealousies humanity as a whole constitutes one
family with the same desires, the same impulses and the same
ideas. That is why in the course of ages men have been willing
to learn from one another even after devastating wars and to
take onc step forward. Human history is one long tale of
creative activity and wholesale borrowings from one another,
and civilisation a huge co-operative adventure. At every stage
of human progress there may have been a heavy travail, a heavy
toll of men, a heavy loss of artistic and literary treasures.
But looking back on the whole panorama of human existence
with our prejudices and passions lulled to rest and giving place
to a dispassionate desire to cull a few thoughts from the past,
we cannot but feel that life has not been entirely worthless,
that somehow humanity has jogged on, or if you so please,
blundered along a path which has brought the different human
races more and more together.

(To be conlinued.)

THE AESTHETES AND WALTER PATER
By K. R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, M.A.

To the vast majority of students of English Literature,
Walter Pater is little more than a name. The insignificant
minority that professes to know its Pater well enough is hope
lessly divided in its attempt to assess his importance as an
author, as an aesthete and as a philosopher. There are those
who believe that Pater’s central achievement lies in his
Conclusion to The Renaissance. It is an affair of some six
pages but it none the less formulates a philosophy of life with
such unique finality that, for the moment at any rate, you are
absolutely convinced. This theory of life that Pater offered
to his audience was distinctly Pagan; it was more, it was
Epicurean. It is therefore natural that scholars who think of
Pater as the author of the Conclusion only should write him
down as an apostle of self-indulgence, an undesirable sort of
person. There are others who work out that Pater’s achieve-
ment, ultimately, is zero, inasmuch as the Hebraicizing of
Marius the Epicurean completely neutralised the positive
Paganizing of the Conclusion and the quiet Hellenizing of the
Greek studies. To some others, again, Pater is but an item
in the Aesthetic Movement that was all in a rage during the
last few decades of the nineteenth century. Like the Aesthetes
of the time, Oscar Wilde and Swinburne among the rest,
Walter Pater was a victim of anything ‘‘intense’’, was one
who would, in whatever he wrote, ‘‘quite too utterly utter.”
A fourth set of people are content to admire the exquisite
verbal wizardry of isolated passages, and to picture him pri-
marily, even solely, as a literary artist. It must be admitted
that there is a commendable simplicity in these generalisations:
Unfortunately, anyone who has read all Pater with an open
mind cannot fail to notice how glaringly inadequate the
generalisations are to meet the facts of the case. The problem
is a far more complex one and a solution must be based not
merely on an intimate knowledge of the entire volume of
Pater’s work but also on a historical and a comparative study
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of the literary movements and literary personalities of the
period.

The terms ‘‘Pre-Raphaelitism” and ‘‘Aestheticism’ and
the catching phrase ‘‘Art for Art’s Sake’’ had an extraordinary
currency during the latter half of the nineteenth century.
‘Their interdependence has been generally recognized : but the
precise nature of it has never been satisfactorily explained.
Now, the intriguing prefix “‘Pre-Raphaelite’” which Rossetti,
Millais, Holman Hunt and four others chose for their ‘‘Brother-
hood” in the autumn of 1848 was not their own concoction.
Nearly forty years earlier the term had been used by certain
German painters in Rome to distinguish their religious order
which sought to purge Art of the irreligious elements it had
assimilated from the time of Raphael onwards down to their
own day. While these German painters revolted against the
material aspect of the Raphael tradition, Rossetti and his
friends broke away rather from the cramping limitations and
the unreal conventions that had accumulated about and stifled
the soul of the pure Raphaelite Art during the three or four
centuries after the Renaissance. The German painters
thought of the religious exuberance of the Middle Ages; ‘‘the
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood’’ of 1848 ignored this and only
thought of the play of individual freedom in and the supreme
naturalness of mediaeval works of art. Some of the members
of the ‘‘Brotherhood’’ exhibited paintings in consonance with
the principles of Art they had set forth in their paper The
Germ. The curiously conservative public was definitely
alarmed at this innovation and the watch-dogs of British public
opinion howled and screamed in the popular press. At last
John Ruskin, urged by Coventry Patmore, came forward as
the champion of the ‘‘Brotherhood’’, convinced as he was
that they were merely following up his own advice to artists
offered so early as 1843 in Modern Painters. The two letters
he wrote to the Times in May 1851 brought about the desired
change and the campaign of calumniation was at an end.

It is obvious that the term ‘‘Pre-Raphaelite’’, whatever
relevance it may have when applied to painting, can never be
appropriate in any discussion on Poetry. But when Rossetti,
a professed ‘‘Pre-Raphaelite”, published such weird and
wonderftil poems as The Blessed Damozel, The King’s
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Tragedy and Sister Helen, a confusion of thought inevitably

arose in the minds of many persons. Confusion was worse

confounded when William Morris’s Defence of Guenevere
and Swinburne’s Poems and Ballads were published, the
former in 1858 and the other eight years later : and the p’oems
were all so alike in their mediaevalism, in their rich sensuous-
ness, in their emphasis upon colour and form; and, above all
Rossetti, Morris and Swinburne were friends, that every:
body knew, of course! It may be that Rossetti drew his in-
spiration from the older Italian poets, that Morris imitated the
I‘rench poets of the later Middle Ages, and that Swinburne’s
masters were of all countries and of all times: and yet, even
the most superficial reader could say that there was a vital
characteristic which held their poems together as a distinct and
separate class, Was it their ‘‘Pre-Raphaelitism?’® The
question went round in hushed whispers. And then the thing
happened. A Mt. Robert Buchanan under the pseudonym
““Thomas Maitland” contributed a scurrilous article to The
Conlemporary Review entitled *“The Fleshy School of Poetry :
D. G. Rossetti.”” It was an extremely clever piece of writing,
but its wilful misrepresentations and its unreservedly malig-
nant insinuations made it fundamentally rotten criticism.
Rossetti’s reply, ‘“The Stealthy School of Criticism,”
appeared in the Aihenacum; it was admirable, full of restraint,
and effective, but it fell on deaf ears and no one cared to be
convinced. Victorian respectability was content to be in the
wrong with Mr. Maitland rather than be in the right-with
D. G. Rossetti.

About this time a certain ‘‘pale creature, with a large
moustache,” was ‘‘looking out of the window at the sunset;”
he had already published a study of Coleridge’s writings and
had stated, in passing, that our culture “‘is not supreme, our
intgllectual life is incomplete, we fail of the intellectual throne,
if we have no inward longing, inward chastening, inward
joy.” He had studied the early Italian painters with more
than ordinary zest and had familiarized himself with the
literaturg of the later Middle Ages; and now ‘“‘looking out of
the window” he recognized Rossetti as well as Morris, was
quit_e in sympathy with them, was better able to understand
them and to define the one remarkable quality of their poems
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than anybody else; and, accordingly, this creature, a practi-
cally unknown Fellow of Brasenose College, Oxford, by name
Walter Horatio Pater,—yes, this creature proceeded to extir-
pate the word ‘‘Pre-Raphaelitism” as applied to the poetry
of Rossetti, Morris and Swinburne and to supply in its stead
the apter and less odious word ‘‘Aestheticism.’”” The Conclu-
sion was written: studies of typical Renaissance figures
appeared in the Fortnightly Review; and in 1873 these were
published in book form with a significant Preface. The few
who read these essays were tantalised: here was something
definitely new, something decidedly subversive, almost
immoral! *“The aim of the true student of aesthetics,”
Pater had written, is ‘‘to define beauty, not in the most
abstract, but in the most concrete terms possible, to find, not
a universal formula for it, but the formula which expresses
most adequately this or that special manifestation of it.”” That

was not quite the orthodox view, but it was allowed to stand. -

The impossible man, however, went on to say that ‘“‘we have
an interval, and then our place knows us no more. Some
spend this interval in listlessness, some .in . high
passions, the wisest in art and song............ Of this w1sdon?.
the poetic passion, the desire of beauty, the love of art for ar.t s
sake, has most ; for art comes to you professing frankly to give
nothing but the highest quality to your moments as they pass,
and simply for those moments’ sake.”” Thus, in the eyes of
the general public, Pater had frankly indicted himself.

The doctrine of “Art for Ant’s sake’’, which develop.ed as
a by-product of the Aestheiic movement, has beer% variously
interpreted by different critics. Some have ta}ken it to mean
nothing more than a warning to all artists against pr(?maturely
running away from their jobs and they have maintained 1’.1(?W
irrelevant it is when referred to the reader or to the Cl‘l.tZC.
Others, like Oscar Wilde, went much further than Pater h'xm-
self was inclined to go, and equated Art with a super-divinity.
Art was more vital than life; it was ‘‘neither moral, nor
immoral, it was non-moral.”” Art was not to imitate life or
to learn from it; it was rather to be the other way about;:“‘
life deliberately imitating Art and being conditioned by.‘t'
Sensuous aestheticism of the theory was no doubt a perversion
of Pater’s intellectual epicureanism as broadly outlined in
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the Conclusion: and it was responsible for Wilde's later
annihilation. It is unfortunate that Pater should be criticised
for the sins of some of his professed followers: but the multi-
tude cannot discriminate. As it was, Mr. Mallock’s satiric
portraiture of Pater in The New Republic must be pro-
nounced to be comparatively mild criticism. Mr. Mallock
caricatured others besides Pater: Mr. Luke who stands for
Arnold is excellent fun, while Pater in the garb of Mr. Rose
is represented with no justification whatsoever as congenitally
weak and ineffectual. The public fastened upon this picture
of Walter Pater with extraordinary avidity and it was shock-
ed: he is Mr. Rose, the Pre-Raphaelite, is he? and he always
speaks in an undertone, and his two topics are self-indulgence
and art—indeed! No, this Mr. Rose was quite a dangerous
man altogether : it were best to let him severely alone,—with
his self-indulgence and art.

After all Mr. Mallock had spoken only the truth: at the
worst he had been guilty of having misplaced the emphasis,
but in rudiments he had been correct. Self-indulgence and
art, these were master passions with Pater most certainly.
Self-indulgence, with Pater, was not what it was, what it has
been, with others. To him it meant simply the acceptance
of “‘the splendour of our experience and of its awful brevity"’
and consequently the gathering of ‘“‘all. we are into
one desperate effort to see and touch” and the ignoring of all
“‘theories about the things we see and touch.”  This is
elaborated further as follows: ‘‘the theory or idea or system
which requires of us the sacrifice of any part of this experience,
in consideration of some interest into which we cannot enter,
or some abstract theory we have not identified with ourselves,
or what is only conventional, has no real claim upon us.”
This is not a whit less subversive than the philosophy of the
“Life-worshipper”” formulated by Mr. Aldous Huxley; nor
more subversive, as Mr. T. S. Eliot has pointed out, than
Arnold’s repeated insistence on Culture and Conduct. Here
is a description of Mr. Huxley's ‘‘Life-worshipper’’—*His
fundamental assumption is that life on this planet is valuable
in itself without any reference to hypothetical higher worlds,
eternities, future existences...... The next assumption is that
the end of life...... is more life, that the purpose of living is
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o live....... The ‘Life-worshipper’s’ aim is to achieve a vital
equilibrium, not by drawing in his diversities, not by mode-
rating his exuberances (for Exuberance, in the words of Blake,
is Beauty) but by giving them rein one against the other.
His is the equilibrium of balanced senses, the safest perbaps
of all.” The polished clarity of the sentences does not mince
matters. But the substance was there, in however nebulous
a condition, when Matthew Arnold wrote: ‘“‘culture......shows
us how worthy and divine a thing is the religious side in
man, though it is not the whole of man......... culture yet
makes us eschew an inadequate conception of man’s totality.”
Be it remembered that Arnold never explained what exactly
his culture was: to the last he shirked a definition. When
he said that culture was ‘‘a study in perfection” or that it was
a counterblast to the Philistinism of the day, he said very
little. Only in a vague sort of way we could picture it
before our minds. It is possible that Arnold’s culture was
made up, oddly enough, of Art or Literature on the one part
and Religion on the other. The literature of high seriousness—
the cultivation of it and an hourly appreciation of it—was a
part of his creed: but, somewhat curiously, he mixed up in it
the emotions of Christianity while summarily rejecting the
faith itself. When he said that ‘‘the power of Christianity
has been in the immense emotion which it has excited’’, he,
in fact, anticipated Mr. Middleton Murray’s statement that he
reveres Christ, not because he was Son of God, not because
he was the Saviour, but simply because he was one of the
greatest mystics that had ever lived. It would therefore.be
seen that for the expulsion of faith and thought from religion
and for the relegation of philosophy and religion to a lower
sphere of man’s consciousness than Art or Culture or Conduct
or Aestheticism, that for these modern disintegrating tenden-
cies, in short, Arnold was the intellectual who set the ball
rolling, even if not quite deliberately. Pater was slightly
more outspoken : that was all.

Mr. Rose’s two topics are, said Mr. Mallock, self-indulgence
and art: the first has been disposed of; now what is this
business of Art? The best answer, perhaps, is contained in
a recently published book The Strange Necessity by Miss
Rebecca West. She recapitulates the impressions made on
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her by James Joyce's Ulysses and by Ingres’s painting of
“‘a bright-eyed young man with dark hair curling damp on
his forehead and a snuff-coloured coat.” Miss West asks
herself : ‘“‘what is the necessity that is served in me by the
contemplation alike of a young man with damp dark curls

. and of a Dublin slut? . . .. Why does art matter?
And why does it matter so much?”’ The true art critic, says
Pater, would ask the questions—‘‘What is this song or picture,
this engaging personality presented in life or in a book to
me? What effect does it really produce on me? Does it
give me pleasure? and if so, what sort or degree of pleasure?
How is my nature modified by its presence, and under its
influence?”” The two sets of questions are similar in cast.
The answers to them, in cither instance, constitute that philo-
sophy of life which would look up to art as a solace which
alleviates the agony of the thought that a counted number
of pulses only is given us. To Miss West the problem of
art is ‘‘to communicate to the beholder an emotion caused in
the artist by a certain subject.”” The artists, she thinks,,
‘““record what happens after a thing has happened, what life
amounts to after it has been lived . . . . all the arts are on a
perfect equality regarding this necessity to collect information
of one sort or another about the Universe.”” She would follow
the advice of Dr. Santayana and make any true work of art
‘‘the starting point for a chain of inferences that should reveal
the whole Universe.”” Ultimately she s convinced that
art is nothing less than ‘‘a way of making joys perpetual.”
To Pater art is all this but nowhere would he express
himself explicitly : his refined sensibility would not permit
him to carve his thoughts with the razor blade of mere
intelligence.

The difficulty with Pater is that no single formula would
accurately describe him: it has been done, again and again,
but the terms Hedonist, Aesthete, Epicurean, apply only to
a part of him, and perhaps not even to the essential part of
the man. Though repeatedly called a Pre-Raphaelite, Pater
did not subscribe to all the views of the ‘‘Brotherhood’ :
though conimonly identified with the Aesthetic movement, he
did not swallow all that Swinburne or Watts-Dunton said;
and though he held that ‘“‘the end of life is not action but

5
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contemplation—being as distinct from doing-—a certai‘n fiis-
position of the mind, is, in some shape or other, the pn.naple
of all the higher morality,” yet he did not go the sllpp'ery
way later traced by Oscar Wilde and the other.upologl'sts
of “‘Art for Art’s Sake’’ theory. There are indications which
even suggest that Pater was at heart one who believed in.
the spirit and felt mysterious stirrings in the profundities of
his being. Here is a passage from the Conclusion: ‘“‘while
all melts under our feet, we may well catch at any exquisite
passion, or any contribution to knowledge that seems by a
lifted horizon to set the spirit free for a moment, or any stirring
of the senscs, strange dyes, strange colours, and curious
odours, or work of the artist’s hands, or the face of one’s
friend.” That was his idea: ‘‘to set the spirit free for a
moment.”’ That Pater was intimately touched by the philo-
sophy of the spirit is seen otherwise as well. In one of his
carliest essays, that on Coleridge, he writes: ‘“‘what the
moralist asks is, Shall we gain or lose by surrendering human
life to the relative spirit? . . . . The relative spirit, by
dwelling constantly on the more fugitive conditions or circum-
stances of things, breaking through a thousand rough and
brutal classifications, and giving elasticity to inflexible
principles, begets an intellectual finesse, of which the ethical
result is a delicate and tender justness in the criticism of
human life.”  Almost all his best works, The Child in the
House, Marius the Epicurcan, Imaginary Portrails are attempts
at spiritual portraiture : though, as J. B. (is it John Buchan’g)
points out, his *“‘characters wear but a thin garment of flesh’’,
it is easy enough to follow all their divers mental processes
and visualize a sort of spiritual graph for Florian, for Mar.1u§,
for Denys 1.’Auxerrois and for cach of the .rest. Pa.ter, .1t i
claimed, put a good deal of himself into his portr‘al‘tst: it is
quite possible and M. Anatole France’s dictum—*‘l‘ailing the
resolution’ to keep quiet we can only talk about ourselves”
lends support to any story of self-portraiture. About Patcjr
it can be said, what cannot surely be said about many of his
contemporaries, that he wrote only when absolutely impelled
to by an inward urge. The result was he could. not detach
himself from the subject of his sketch. Of his essay on
Wordsworth, says Dr. E. E. Hale, and 1 should think quite
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justifiably, that it is ‘‘a more accurate expression of Pater’s
own ideas than of Wordsworth’s.”” Or take Pater’s celebrated
passage on ‘‘La Giaconda” in his essay on Leonardo da
Vinci: ““The presence that rose thus so strangely beside the
waters, is expressive of what in the ways of a thousand years
men had come to desire......... All the thoughts and experi-
ence of the world have etched and moulded there, in that
which they have of power to refine and make expressive the
outward form, the animalism of Greece, the lust of Rome,
the mysticism of the middle age with its spiritual ambition
and imaginative loves, the return of the Pagan world, the
sins of the Borgias. She is older than the rocks among which
she sits........ and, as lLeda, was the mother of Helen of
Troy, and, as Saint Anne, the mother of Mary;........”" [asci-
nated and thrilled to the roots of your being, you ask: is not
Pater putting his own inspired imaginings into the Mona
Lisa? The passage is admirable, and probably there is not
another such thing in English literature, but as Oscar Wilde
and Paul Bourget remarked, Pater taps from Mona Lisa
ideas and images which not Leonardo himself had thought
of. The spirit behind the matter was not seldom the spur
of Pater’s enthusiasms: his criticisms of Sandro Botticelli’s
Madonnas and of the famous Birih of Venus reveal the same
tendency. '

As pointed out at the outset it is customary with some
critics to assume that Pater’s later works, especially Marius
the Epicurean (1885) and Plato and Platonism (18¢3) are
of no consequence whatsoever. On the contrary, they are as
indispensable to a just appreciation of Pater’s ideas and art
as the Studies in the History of the Renaissance. In the
Conclusion, even in the essay on Wordsworth, Pater expresses
his ideas with confidence. ‘‘Not the fruit of experience, but

“experience itself, is the end,’”’ he said in the former: in the

latter he stressed ‘‘the supreme importance of contemplation
in the conduct of life.”” In Marius the Epicurean the brilliant
cock-sureness and conviction of youth perceptibly loses ground.
The book itself, says Mr. Eliot, ‘“is incoherent; its method
is a number of fresh starts; its content is a hodge-podge of
the learning of the classical don, the impressions of the
sensitive holiday visitor to Italy, and a prolonged flirtation
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with the liturgy.”’ But even Mr. Eliot accepts that it is
Pater’'s ““most arduous attempt at a work of literature.”
- Marius’s first start is negative : the death of his friend Flavian
had made him realise the idea of inevitable mortality. He
would, “with the Cyrenaics of all ages’’, live in the present
and fill it up “‘with vivid sensations and such intelligent appre-
hensions as, in strength and directness and their immediately
realized values at the bar of actual experience, are most like
sensations.” His sensations need not shock the moral world
outside him: not even simple pleasure would he yearn for,—
rather for completeness and fulness of life. The Young
Marius, thus equipped with a philosophy not unlike that of the
Conclusion, goes to Rome that he may be able ‘“‘to understand
the various forms of ancient art and thought. . . . . —to
‘pluck out the heart of their mystery’ and in turn become the
interpreter of them to others.” But, once in Rome,
Marius's thoughts turn elsewhere: he is bewildered by the
religious and secular controversies of the day : he feels himself
incessantly pulled hither and thither, towards the militant
stoicism of Marcus Aurelius now, and anon towards the
subtle lights of Christianity; he is now with Fronto discussing
stoicism, and the next moment with Cornelius, invidiously
gravitating towards the religion of the Galilean. In the end
Marius capitulates to Cornelius; there had been no intellectual
or philosophical doubts which needed to be set at rest—in his
mind Marius had been quite all right: but the heart, the too
human heart, had been feeling lonely, sick and miserable, and
the companionship of Cornelius and the external stimulus of
the liturgical and ceremonial aspects of Christianity give him
the desired peace of mind and he dies a Christian only in so
far as he got “all the emotional kick out of Christianity’’
that he could, without, however, ‘‘the bother of believing it."
That is to say, in Marius, Pater has not really retracted, in
fundamentals, what he had said in the Conclusion.

Pater’s last considerable work (in his own opinion, the
greatest), Plato and Platonism, was published a year before
his death. Few critics have given it the attention it so richly
deserves. Of this book, too, says Dr. Hale that *‘it will have
more interest for the student of Pater than for the student of
Plato,”” Pater’s sympathy with the Platonic philosophy is
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apparent from his earlier studies on Coleridge, Giordano
Bruno, and Pico della Mirandola. The philosophy of the
Conclusion was based on the famous saying of Heracleitus:
““All things vanish, nothing is permanent.”” Just as Heracleitus
had been misunderstood in his time, Pater’s Conclusion had
been misinterpreted and caricatured. In Plato and Platonism
Pater offers a new variation of the original theory. Some
fresh ingredients are added to it, certain objectionable elements
taken away: there is no positive statement, it is all in the
form of question and counter-question, suggestions, objections,
stray thoughts held in suspension or isolated in vacuo. In
spite of all this, however, a few ideas do emerge in the end,
nebulous and tenuous by themselves, yet as an amalgam
offering a sufficiently rational view of life and conduct. Firstly,
there is this idea of a war between the centrifugal and
centripetal tendencies in man—a conflict that is as old as
Time and that has tortured thousands from Brutus to Nora
of A Doll’s House. The Platonists turned their eyes inward
and here discovered their kingdom: the external world is
nothing, and says Pater, “‘all true knowledge will be like the
knowledge of a person, of living persons” and truth itself
was for Plato ‘‘something to look at”’, as embodied in the
conduct of a person. The distinction is not between Hedo-
nism and Eudaemonism, much less between egoism and
altrnism, and certainly not been greedy selfishness and high
disinterested devotion to humanity as a whole. The dilemma
is simply this: must one realise his ‘‘mission” best by con-
templation, quiet diversions in the realms of Art, and by
attainment, in due time of an inward sobriety and calm, or
must one rather headlong join the fray, and live its crowded,
rickety existence, and thus fulfil his destiny? The choice
is largely a matter of individual temper. Some would,
perhaps, try a judicious mixture of the two. As for Pater
himself, the ‘‘scholarly recluse’’, the way is clear: he would
be happy best apart.

Secondly, there is more than due insistence placed on ‘‘har-
mony,”’ ‘‘music,’”’ ‘‘discipline,’”’ ‘‘Ascesis,” that the words
seem to have more than a meaning,—they seem almost to
connote that state of being which the method of contemplation
or of the cultivation of Art or of turning our thouglits inward,
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must, sooner or later, enable us to real‘ise. ’V;fas thlxhsLi ﬁl:;,
Pater’s final standpoint? ‘“*Not to, be pl'xrle }ro;n. - b;
but to identify it, in its utn?o'st”fzurness, 'Wltl the allrysm’:to’q
a gymnastic ‘fused in music -;—wasy this not’ m'ere )b'eC‘ﬁv(;
but Pater’s, perhaps was it only 1 zlte.r $ own prlm'g}ry 0‘] ,hq,(;
towards which his experiences, his whole.emsten;ei 2 :
tended ?  If that were so, indeed, lwh’y‘, wherfé 1s the su verls:i:
influence in Pater’s philosophy ? l()'ad.wse us tothesc;i,et
what is morbid, what is superfluous, to 1f1dl§at](fl to usI il o
graces of contemplation, to protest agal.nst S tsgl?r) 2:, ience
literary expression, to incant an e,,\{h(?rtatmrz1 1zlxtimqte] .atmin
must aspire to a condition of m.usm, an u “L thiyq? o
a natural harmony—where is the immorality in a t .O.r"ligtq
the other hand, Pater emerges as one of t:1e g're}t)a Enﬁn(di_n‘
of his time. As carly as 1874 he had spoken :'1 01\1 : Witﬁ
“‘the true moral significance of art and poetry.yI )1; )n ),r e
time, the feeling had deepened presumably. \.\/ het mtr ‘( " hi;
as Dr. Saintsbury remarked, he was the greatest cri ic ) “
generation, this, at any rate, appears to be (‘ertamb—fn

Walter Pater was, as Milton and Johnson hafi bfeen :,;)r:
him in earlier eras, the one indisputably moral king (}; 1(;
time and in his works as such would he be long remembered.

[The rights of the paper are reserved by the Author.]

A NOTE ON THE FOOD AND FEEDING HABITS
OF SARDINELLA GIBBOSA

BY

Dr. D. W. DEVANESEN, M.A., D.I.C., Ph. D. (Lond).
Assistant Biologist, Department of Fisheries, Madras.,

INTRODUCTION.

Sardinella gibbosa is a clupeid fish closely allied to the
‘oil-sardine’ of the West Coast of India, Sardinella longiceps.
It is also a shoaling fish and is the object of one of the most
cconomically important fisheries in the Palk Bay, Southern
India. Its food consists of planktonic organisms. The
preponderance or otherwise of this fish in certain regions
will, therefore, to a large extent depend on the relative
abundance of the particular plankton on which it feeds. Con-
sequently, a knowledge of its feeding habits will also help
in understanding the course of ifs shoaling movements.

This study is based on the stomach contents of over 245
specimens ranging from 1} inches to 6 inches captured in the
shallow sea' between Pamban Bridge and Krusadai from 25th
April 1931 to 8th June 1931.  The name of this fish, according
to Day, is Clupea fimbriala: but [ have adopted the most
recent name given by Tate Regan (5)

SHOALING MOVEMENTS

On the evening of 21 April 1931, at about 4 p-m., a moving
disturbance of the surface of the sea in the Kundugal channel
similiar to what is caused by pelting rain on water was noticed.
Sea birds were seen hovering over the area, dipping their
beaks in the water and carrying away occasionally a fish.
This left no doubt that it was a shoal of fish moving close to
the surface. The shoaling continued with interruptions for
several days. Attempts made to sample out the shoals met

! The section of the sea is indicated in Admiralty Chart No. 68-A., Ceylon,
Palk Strait and Gulf of Mannar—Northern sheet and in Plate, I, Maps of
Krusadai Island District, Bulletin of the Madras Government Museum, Natural
History Section, Vol. I, No, 1, 1927, .
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with success only on the 25th April when two fishermen were
engaged for the purpose. The fish caught were Sardinella
.gibbosa. On several subsequent occasions, the sampling of
the shoals showed entire catches of Sardinella gibbosa with
two exceptions when a stray specimen of Hilsa kanaguria
also was found. When scared by the falling nets, the signs
of shoaling on the surface entirely ceased. It was not clear
whether the surface disturbance was invariably an indication
of the feeding activity of the fish for the stomach of fish
captured from such moving shoals did not always contain food.
It is therefore possible that such surface disturbance may also
be caused at times by the simple act of locomotion of this
gregarious fish by several of its members swimming close to the
surface. Nor was the absence of superficial disturbance always
an indication that the fish were not there. Ior, the small
shore-seine nets of the Kundugal fishermen plied in the morning
hours in water devoid of such disturbance brought good
catches of young Sardinclla gibbosa. The shoaling move-
ments were seen only in calm weather and were not confined
to definite periods of the day though they were more in
evidence in the early hours of the morning and the late hours
of the evening.

Nature oF Foobp

Fish smaller than 13 inches could not be obtained at the
season. The diet, therefore, of the earlier stages of this fish
is not dealt with here. There was but little difference in the
character of the food of the various sizes of fish examined.
The bulk of the diet was crustaceous in nature, being zoaea
larvee of Malacostraca including crabzoaea, copepods and
Leucifer. Of phytoplankton, only Trichodesmium formed the
chief source of food. When it was abundant in the plankton,
such was the predilection this fish had for it that their stomachs
were found enormously distended with it. Shelled larvae of
bivalves ranked third in importance in the dietary. The
earlier stages of the Veliger were never met with, Coscino-
discus was occasionally found but it is more likely that it had
been indirectly introduced into the stomach through the zoacd
stages and copepods which are known to feed on phyto-
plankton. »
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The Arrow worm (Sagitta) was met with only in two
fish, 2 inches in length; a single specimen was found in each;
but it is likely that, if large-sized fish are examined over a
longer period, this worm will be found to be a regular article
of diet.

Members of Foraminifera of both perforate and imperforate
types were found in the stomachs in specimens of fish ranging
in size from 2 inches to 5 inches on five occasions. Below
is a table showing fish ascertained to feed on foraminifera
and which had empty stomachs.

No. of
Date. Locality. fish. Size. Remarks relating to stomach
exam- contents, etc.
ined.
24-5-31 | Kundugal 12 2"—4” Ten had empty stomachs; the
Point rest had trichodesmium and
copepods.
25-5-31 Do. 12 3"—4" Two had foraminiferan sand;
ten had empty stomachs.
26-?-?1 Do. 12 2”—3%"” | All had empty stomachs.
31-5-31 Do. 12 3" —4" Two had foraminiferan sand;
seven had empty stomachs.
1-6-31 Do. 12 2y —4” Two had foraminiferan sand;
nine had empty stomachs.
3-6-31 Do. 12 3"—4"” | Two had foraminiferan sand;
seven had empty stomachs.
8.6-31 Do. 22 245" Four had foraminiferan sand;
eighteen had empty stomachs.

COMPARISON WITH SARDINELLA LONGICEPS AND
CLUPEA HARENGUS

Of the food of the larval and post-larval stages, we have
no knowledge. It will be seen that the adult fish is partial
to animal food, crustaceous in character. The food favoured
by Sardinella longiceps (3) consists chiefly of the following
phytoplanktonic organisms and to a lesser degree of copepods
and shelled larvae of bivalves:

(1) Diatoms e.g. Biddulphia, Coscinodiscus, Rhizosolenia,
Fragillaria and Nitzschia. '

(2) Dinoflagellates e.g. Peridinium, Dinophysis, Proro-
centrum, Ornithocercus and Peridiniopsis.

It must be admitted, however, that during the season
which covers this investigation, the phytopia’n,ktqn of the area,

" excepting Trichodesmium, was largely in abeyance and the

6
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surface plankton was decidedly dominated by microcrustacea.
The investication has not been spread over a vear to draw
definite and permanent conclusions regarding the tastes of
Sardinella gibbosa. It is quite possible that this hsh may
have a wider range in the selection of its food than has been
ascertained in this brief studv. It will be seen that Leucifer,
Zoaca stages and Trichodesmium do not enter into the dietary
of Sardinella longiceps.

A comparison with the food of the European herring, Clupea
harengus will not be out of place here. Ve have complete ac-
counts of its food (2) and (4 from the time it is born. The full-
grown herring is more catholic in its tastes: young sand-eels
(Ammodytes), Oikopleura, Arrow-worms (Sagitta), Copepods,
Amphipods, Schizopods and fish eggs are taken, to mention
only the chief items. Plant food is taken but seldom by the
adult herring. Though fish-eggs and Appendicularia were
common in the surface plankton collected in the area during
the period of investigation, the stomach contents of the fish
examined did not have them. Sardinella gibbosa agrees more
with Clupea harengus in its partiality for animal food than
with Sardinella longiceps which has a definite bias for plant-
food.

DiscussioN

The question whether the planktonic organisms which
served as food were captured by the fish or whether the fish
passively allowed the water containing the plankton to pass
through the gills straining the plankton by means of its 'gnll-
rakers and using it as food presented itself several times
during the course of the investigation.
organisms like Leucifer and Sagitta are concerned,
difficult to imagine that their inclusion in the fo?d m
resulted by definite acts of capture involving ql“('k_ efforts on
the part of the fish. How else could the presence ‘m t.hf‘ food
of the large crab-zoaea of the genus Porcellana with 1ts ve\:y
long rostral and postero-lateral spines be explained! This
remarkable crab larva had been taken by four fish. In the
case of Leucifer, its phosphorescence as much as i'ts size will
aid in effecting its capture at nights. But that minute Z:a:
stages, copepods and the diatom Trichodesmium cou‘d‘_ av .
been captured by the fish snapping at them, is hard to believe.

When fairly large
it is not
ust have

FOOD OF SARDINELLA GIBBOSA 163

In these cases 1t s likely that there is a process of straining
by the gill-rakers. The fish probably seek the regions where
such organisms abound and there, owing to the great pre-
ponderance of the organisms, it might be possible to obtain
the food by mere straining.  The Gsh are not likely to feed
in this passive manner where the plankwon are unpalatable
to them.

The tollowing organisms were found in the plankton col-
lected on the morning of 20--3-—1431.

(1) Developing tish eggs and fish Jarvae.
(2) LEchinopluteus larva.

(3) -\ppendicularia.

(4) Trichodesmium.

(5) Copepods.

(0) Shelled larve of bivalves.

(7) Sagitta.

The stomach contents of Sardinclla gibbosa captured in
the same area where and at the same time when the plankion
was collected did not show all the constituents of that plankton.
There were in the stomachs only filamentous lumps of
Trichodesmium and numerous shelled larva of bivalves. Such
instances perhaps indicate that the fish exercise a certain
power of selection and do not swallow indiscriminately any
planktonic organisms which may come in their way. The
habit of selecting planktonic organisms will lead to migrations.
For instance, where a favounte item of food like Trichodesmium
is concerned, it is cusy to conceive how shoals of this fish
will follow the course of this diatom as the mass of the diatom
drifts with wind and current.

On 2—35—31, at g a.m., plankton was collected and speci-
mens of Sardinella gibbosa were captured as well from a
shoal in the same area. Zoaea larvee, copepods and Leucifer
were plenty in the sea. But, strange to say, the stomachs
of a dozen specimens examined were empty. The fish pro-
bably have intervals when they do not feed. On several other
occasions too, fish with empty stomachs have been met with
from lots collected in different areas but the nature of the
plankton had not been ascertained. Still there is little room
for doubt that these fish give rest to their stomachs and that
their cessation of feeding is not due to lack of plankton food.
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The occurrence of Foramainifera in the food of Sardinella
gibbosa has been already mentioned. Such examples were
met with only in lots captured by fishermen with a shore
seine net in the shallows near Kundugal Point, a spot in
the shore of Pamban Island opposite Krusadai. (Vide Ad-
miralty Chart 69, Pamban Pass.) There was no disturbance
at the surface of the sea when the fishermen plied their nets.
The fact that these protozoans were invariably mixed with
small particles of sand led one to infer that the fish could not
have captured the foraminifera from surface plankton.

This infercnce coupled with the observation that Foramini-
fera were not present in the stomach contents of fish captured
elsewhere in the section of the sea made me to suspect that
the fish might have been feeding on a littoral deposit of
Foraminifera. The Kundugal Point was, therefore, inspected
and the fine sand which characterised this spot was micro-
scopically examined. It was an agreeable surprise to find that
the sand contained a large number of Foraminiferan shells.
From the table on page 4, it will be seen that there was a
large percentage of individuals with empty stomachs which
is not easy to explain. It is among them that a few
are taken which have Foraminiferan sand in their stomachs.
Do the fish eat this, only when hard pressed for food or if
they are attracted to the shallows near Kundugal Point by
the presence of foraminiferan sand, why is it that the stomachs
of the great majority, if not of all, do not contain Foramini-
fera? These questions remain to be answered.

(1) Day, F. “The Fauna of British India, Fishes" Vol. 1. 1889.

(2) Hardy, A. C. ... "“The Herring in Relation to its Animate En-
vironment ; Part 1 The Food and Feeding Habits
of the Herring with specinl reference to the

Eust Coast of England”’. Fisherics Investigations
Series 1I, Vol, VII, No. 3. 1924.
(3) Hornell, J. and Ra- “A Contribution to the Life History of the Indian
maswami, M. Sardine” Bulletin No. XVII of the Madras
Fisheries Department. 1923
(4) Lebour, Marie V. ... *“The Food of Youn Clupeoids’. Journa! of the
Marine Biological gssoclntion. Vol. XII. 1831
(8) Tate Regan, C. «. “A Revision of the Clupeid Fishes of the genera

Sardinells Harengula ctc.”” Annals and Mag-
zine of Natural History, Vol. XIX, 1917

DUTCH BEGINNINGS IN INDIA PROPER (1580-1615)
BY

T. I. POONEN, M.A.
(Continued from p. 85 of Vol. IV —No. I).

CHAPTER V. (COROMANDEL III)

(1) THE FACTORIES OF GOLCONDA DURING THE PERIOD
THAT FOLLOWED THE DEPARTURE OF THE ARENT AND
THE VALCK.

[NoTteE.—Unpleasantness with the natives continued. Pieter Ysaacx and Van
Wesick even thought of going over to Tirupapuliyur because of the troubles in
the north. These troubles were not worse than in previous years, The im-
pression created in the mind of the chronicler is that of something uniform
from which nothing sharp comes out.]

AprprEAL FROM KANDV.

Nine days after the departure of the Arent and the Valck there
already appeared at Petapoeli an envoy from the king of Kandy to
seek help against the Portuguese. On the way, he had been robbed by
the Portuguese so that he had to live at the company’s cost. Van
Wesick sent him the next day to Masulipatam. He thought it best to
give hope to the king of Kandy that help would reach with the next
coming ships and other compliments. On the 26th November Pieter
Ysaacx sent a letter for the king of Ceylon to Van Wesick so that he
might see it first and then, as the envoy came to Petapoeli, give him
this for the king. He however remained at Masulipatam for long,
and appears to have departed again to the south on the 1st of
December. He did not seem to have brought for his master much
more than compliments. A small number of Dutchmen on Coro-
mandel could do very little against the Portuguese who already had
so much power in Ceylon. It was not owing to their failure to
recognise the importance of the cinnamon of Ceylon and the favour-
able situation of the island, both for refreshments for ships and for
expansion of their authority, that the Dutch could not pay mors
serious attention to the overtures from Ceylon.

SErIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN MASULIPATAM,

The Governor of Masulipatam to whom Lodewijk Ysaacx had to
lend such a large sum of money was removed from office, and the
Diitch received back only a small portion of his debt. The new
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Governor of Masulipatam named Pyleppa hoped to enjoy the same
benefits as his predecessor.  The factors did not want to lend him so
much money as he wished. He therefore began to devise other
means for his benefit. The native authorities began to ignore the
contract concluded with Van Soldt. On the ground that the money
was only for the then ruling Governor, they could, with decency, ask
the Dutch for duties which were not in harmony with established
articles. This Pyleppa did. With the help of his colleague of
Petapoeli, Namaiga, he asked the factors for the duty called Choppa-
dallella, the stamp duty on linen. This happened in June. The
Governor felt that as the factors stood in alliance with the court of
Golconda, a command issued from thence would make a better
impression on the factory keepers than his own words. So there
came in 1609 a Brahmin who was a clerk of the king of Golconda
and asked the factors 12,000 pagodas for the stamp duty of Masuli-
patam. When this also failed to move the Dutch, they perceived that
they must try to take one of them to the headquarters to compel him
there to agree to the payment of the duty. When the Dutch were
roundly called to the court to negotiate in the matter of the pay-
ment of stamp duty, it led to no consequences. Speedily another
counsel was found which of itself would probably lead to the pay-
ment of money.

The Dutch now gave a handle. In Petapoeli the junior merchant
Pieter Julis in the absence of Van Wesick entrapped at night a
thief who was engaged in breaking into the Dutch factory. Helped
by the assistant Pieter Klassen, he flogged the thief and delivered him
further into the hands of justice. Three or four days later the thief
died in prison. The Governor got the long-looked-for opportunity.
The charge was brought that the factors had murdered the thief. In
the end of September, news was brought to Petapoeli from Golconda
that the Dutch had to answer for the case of the thief, Van Wesick
wished to secure testimony exonerating the Dutch {rom the Moorish
inhabitants about the question under dispute. He took leave
from the brothers Soheyder and departed finally on the 19th October
in the company of Pieter Klassen. From Masulipatam, Antony
Schorer, junior merchant of that place, also joined them and Mir
Camaldy, a friendly native merchant, had offered his company in this
difficult journey. Thus the men now went a second time, but now
with a burdened mind to the court of Mohammed Koeli. Here the
whole reason why they had been summoned appeared clearly.
Van Wesick was taken because of the stamp duty. As far as
Petapoeli was concerned, this was an easy matter. There the
duty was not in force and the Golconda officials defended the
Dutch. At Masulipatam, the government had a stronger case. - The
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envoys meant to achieve their object by honouring Mirsumela, the
Chancellor, with a present of 1§ candy sandalwood and 30 large
mirrors. But Mirsumela thought this was too little for such a weighty
matter as the sum Pyleppa claimed was 5,000 pagodas. The Dutch
thereupon offered 250 pagodas. But Pyleppa overstepped the
Dutch, and promised a larger sum. Mirsumela now commanded
the Dutch to pay 2,000 pagodas for the stamp duty. When it
was answered that they had to await the coming of their ship,
Mirsumela refused also to excuse them the stamp duty of Petapoeli,
much less would he permit them to depart to the coast. The
position was far from being an enviable one. The envoys were
treated in an unfriendly manner on the streets by the dwellers
of the city. Namaiga recognized there was little chance of his
enjoying the stamp duty of Petapoeli. He therefore went on another
tack and asked port fees for the time the Dutch had been at
Petapoeli. He should thus secure 4,000 pagodas. This duty
appears even less than the stamp duty to have been usnal at Petapoeli,
and men who levied it had not applied it to the Dutch business. As
regards Petapoeli, the Dutch speedily gained their point. But it was
different with Masulipatam. Long standing negotiations that were
delayed by the death of a daughter of the prince led to no result in
the decision of the question. The envoys were naturally disconten-
ted and furious. The position would have become very difficult if
a ship had appeared during Van Wesick’s stay at Golconda. Lakekily,
however, no ship appeared. On the 2nd January 1610, Van Wesick
came back to Petapoeli from his laborious journey. The further
negotiations had not led to any definite result. The Dutch had
received permission to depart on condition that distinct debts of the
Governor of Masulipatam and the king should be left a security for
this, and that, with the coming of the Dutch ships, an envoy should
come and negotiate about the questions in dispute. If there was any
one who derived great benefit from this affair, that was Mirsumela,
who, according to reports, had realized in a month’s time 35,000
pagodas as presents from the different parties for his favour.

At Golconda the envoys heard the complaint that the Dutch, after
scattering the trade of the Portuguese who formerly used to send
annually 200 ships and champas, were themselves sending no ship
of theirs and thus trade was languishing. The staying out of the
Dutch ships was thus mentioned as the only cause of this travail, i.e.,

the absence of living trade.

(2) SOUTH COROMANDEL.

While in north Coromandel they experienced the al;eady mentioned
disastrous consequences, Pieter Jelis Van Ravensteyn wrote in
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October 1609 that the losses of the factory in the south would be
considerable,

The next fleet appeared on the coast in the spring of 1610. It
consisted of the L#/¢le Sun (under the command of Arend Maertssen),
the Eendracht (under the command of Willem Janssen) and the yacht
Little Middle Bourgh. From Guzerat this fleet was to proceed to
Tegnapatam as the factors could not even keep off the Portuguese,
and leave nutmegs, mace, cloves, sandalwood, ¢ Sussick ’ and other
wares but not money in cash except what the north Coromandel
factors had resolved to leave here. The Caul received by De Bitter
about Tegnapatam should be renewed or a new contract concluded
for the exclusion of the Portuguese. Four ¢ pigs of iron ' with some
gunpowder which was necessary for the defence of the place must be
left behind. The rcmaining goods must be left at Petapoeli and
Masulipatam. Thereafter one of the two ships should load the goods
bought on the coast and bring them to Bantam. The other should
again take up the negotiations with Arakan and Bengal. As Van
Wesick was about to depart, they must try to persuade Pieter Ysaacx
to continue in his office for another year as, by the massacre of Banda,
very few people were available there and a certain Bonvaert who
should have gone to Masulipatam was dead. In conclusion, it was
observed that they were still to do as much damage to the enemy in
San Thome as before, as no definite news had come of the conclusion
of the armistice. As regards the last, news was brought that the
twelve years’ truce was as good as concluded, and that, with the
necessary caution, Indian allies had to be prepared for it. In the
truce, it would be decided that also allies with whom treaties should
be entered into two years after the sending of the provisional
news from Holland i.e., to the latter half of March 1611 should
also be recognized. At the same time, men must try, as far
as possible, to renew the old alliances. A copy of these instruc-
tions was sent by L’'Hermite with the three ships mentioned
above. In the last half of January 1610 the Dutch ships left Atjeh—
Arend Maertssen with the Little Sun in the direction of St. Thome,
and Willem Janssen with the Eendrack? and the yacht to the waters
of Ceylon. When they arrived on the 10th February, a ship coming
from Bengal, ke Noose Signora d'Agura, was captured. Nego-
tiations were entered into with the king of Kandy. A ship with
some elephants was to be sent to Tegnapatam.

Arend Maertssen, as stated above, directed his course to St. Thome
so that, if possible, he might do injury to the Portuguese. He kept
for some time to the middle of the coast, burned two ships and took
as prey two others loaded with rice. After that he came taking with
him the two captured ships on the 2nd March to Tirupapuliyur.
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Already Pieter Ysaacx and Jan Van Wesick had sent a letter to
Tegnapatam to the signors of the ships that should arrive there
wherein they declared the pressing necessity for help, which could
not be secured without great presents. Further 370 packs Caro-
mandelese linen and 25 bars of indigo lay there ready for shipping.
In a subsequent letter, Pieter Ysaacx wrote that there was need
especially for porcelain and cloves among the wares which would be
brought by the Great Sun. Besides the abovementioned, the ship
brought mace, sandalwood, damask, tafta and still more wares to
Tirupapuliyur of which specially the sandalwood was sold there
dearly. Pieter Gerritsz Bourgonje found however when he later took
note of the loading of the Eendrackht that neither ship brought goods
sufficient to supply all places on the Coast.

Fresg CONTRACT WITH GINGI.

According to the direction of the Directors, they had now to renew
the treaty concluded by De Bitter. Maertssen therefore negotiated
with the great Aya and this had the desired result. On the 2%th
March 1610, a contract was concluded between the Aya Tiere Wan-
gelaye, Governor over the islands Tindamandalam on the one side
and Arend Maertssen and Pieter Gerritsz Bourgonje on the other
side. Herein was settled that Prince Maurice should have within the
fortress of Tirupapuliyur, as a store house of ammunition and mer-
chandise, the house called Nota Calamalla Coin. The Dutch were
free to make what structural alterations they pleased provided they
brought in the fort a metal half cannon and three iron guns. The '
Aya must help the Dutch against their enemies. The Dutch must
pay 2 per cent. import and export duties except for money, rice, and
other necessaries of the fort. The Aya must permit no Portuguese
to dwell or trade in Tegnapatam or Tirupapuliyur. Neither side was
toraise a religious dispute. The Aya was obliged to hand over
deserters to the Dutch. The Nayak or the Aya should have the right
to buy sulphur from the company for other merchants. The Aya
should help the Dutch to compel the dyers and weavers to carry out
their agreements with the Dutch. The Aya might permit no trade to
other European nations who did not bring papers from His Princelike
Excellency. The Dutch might also trade at Porto Novo. The goods
which the Aya desired from the Netherlands, the Dutch should

" deliver to him at cost price. ‘The Dutch must not disturb the ships

which sailed to other places with passport of the Captain of Tegna-

patam. If the Aya desired from the Captain passport for sending

for goods of other places for particular use, they must give it.

The Aya swore on his side to keep the contract with his Nayak

Christoppen Aya. '
7
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Thus the Dutch secured contractual confirmation for their pos-
session of Tirupapuliyur, and could use Tegnapatam as harbour for
it. Porto Novo aiso stood open before them, but they did not
establish a factory there immediately.

After the conclusion of the contract with the Aya, Arend
Maertssen and Abraham Fontaine went also to the court to
look further after the interests of Tirupapuliyur. Having alighted
at Gingi they observed that unnecessary promises had been
given by Bourgonje and Marcelis to the loss of the company.
Neither of them was willing to go with the envoys of Gingi,
probably because they felt guilty in this respect. Not before
the 24th of April did Maertssen and Fontaine depart from Gingi
taking with them a letter to the ruler of Holland, wherein the Aya
promised to keep the contract concluded now and at the same time
requested that ships might be sent to Tegnapatam.

The lodge at Tirnpapuliyur was now strengthened with three iron
guns and one half cannon according to the stipulation of the concluded
treaty. The work of Arend Maertssen for the benefit of Tirupapuliyur
was finished. He could look back at it with satisfaction. New
bonds were laid in the kingdom of Gingi, and the old made stronger.
(Sources. De Jonge, Heeres, Macleod and Terpstra.)

CHAPTER VL
PULICAT.

A much more important result was to ensue from the three ships
touching the Coast, i.e. the establishment of a factory in so highly
important a place as Pulicat which was favourably situated with
regard to cloth. Prices were lower than anywhere else. Before the
Dutch actually established a factory at Pulicat, they obtained the cloth
of that. pl.ace through the merchant Godia Soheyder to whom heavy
commissions had to be paid. Pulicat was also admirably situated
in the middle of the Coast so that from there Dutch influence
could spread north and south,

When Maertssen and Fontaine were in Gingi to look after the
affairs of Tirupapuliyur, they sent at the same time the already con-
cludedv contract about this place for confirmation to the king of
Karnatic with whom they had already entered into correspondence
concerning the eventual establishment of the Dutchmen at
Pulicat. On tye 22nd April, they received a kind letter from the
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great king who at the same time sent envoys with full power to con-
clude a contract with Maertssen about Pulicat. The contract was
now sent again to Vellore to be confirmed by the king. On the 28th
April, the Dutch at Tirupapuliyur also received, through envoys’,
the king's permission to enter into trade negotiations at Pulicat.
Maertssen departed for Pulicat so that he might begin trade negotia-
tions. Onu the 9th May he anchored there, and landed the following
day. On the 15th May there came the contracts which had been
sent from Gingi to Vellore, ratified by the king, while an envoy at
the same time brought the written request that Maertssen should go to
him that they might carry on further verbal negotiations. The con-
tents of the contract that was thus brought back ratified was in short
as follows :—

The Dutch shall have at Pulicat a stone house for ammunition and
merchandise. 2 per cent. shall be paid for importsand exports except
for gold, rice, and other necessaries for the house. The king shall
hinder the Portuguese at Pulicat. On either side men shall not
dispute about religious matters. 'The king shall hand over deserters
to the Dutch. The king shall help the Dutch to compel dyers and
weavers to fulfil their obligations with them. The king should perm‘it
no European merchants who do not bring documents from His
Princelike Bxcellency. Such goods as the king desires from the
Netherlands, shall be delivered by the Dutch to him at cost price.
The Dutch should not molest ships which sail from there to other
places with passports from their Captain. )

To comply with the request thatthe king had caused to be
brought by his envoy, Arend Maertssen left for Vel]ore on the 2?.st
May accompanied by Abraham Fontaine. They did not need’to finish
the jourmey. In a village called by the Dutch‘ ¢ Cauveripaque ”
about eight miles from Vellore, they met the king who came to
welcome the Dutch envoys with a large cavalry and infantry. But the
king departed in the night for Vellore. He was desirous that the
Dutch should see “ his magnificent and kingly state, his superb
castles and antique edifices ’. His nobles said it would be no small
disgrace for him to give audience to the Dutch and send them away in
a village as he now stood in alliance with thé ruler of Holland. They.
came to Vellore on the 27th of May. Three days later, he secured
audience. The results were satisfactory, yet troublesome. The
Portuguese had sent their priests with presents and offered 5,000
pagodas to the brother-in-law of the Nayak for driving away the
Dutch from Pulicat.  One of the councillors of the Nayak was so far
persuaded that he proposed that the Dutch might be given another
harbour instead, but the Nayak said that he would not break his
pledged word and refused the enticing offer. .

i
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Thus the Dutch secured a footing at Pulicat. Hans Marcelis was
left there as senior merchant for the space of one ot two years on a
monthly salary of 62 guilders. As junior merchant was left Abra-
ham Fontaine who, though he had hoped to go higher, was willing to
accommodate himself to the arrangement. They received also three
others as administrators of the new lodge. The number does not
appear too large for such a promising esiablishment.

Maertssen's ship, the Liftle Sun, was already departed for Masuli-
patam before the court journey of the two envoys, and he himself
now followed thither. He came on the 18th June very much con-
tented with the negotiations carried on about Pulicat. Here the
factors were involved in serious trouble. The trade was simply for-
bidden, and the lodge beset with soldiers so that nobody could speak
with the Dutch. On the 21st or 22nd July Marcelis was called from
his bed and beaten with his dependents, the door of the lodge was
pulled out, and, to the greatest dismay of the factors, the natives took
from it weapons and all that they wished to take. When this inci-
dent came to the king’s ear, he was indignant with the conduct of the
Sabandhar and chose the Dutch side. He sent the governess of the
Queen named Condema who was the mother of the Sabandhar to
Pulicat so that she might bring her son with the Dutch deputy to
Vellore where the matter might be further investigated, They
reached the place on the 29th July. Whether it was that Marcelis
and his officers did not feel wholly innocent with regard to this
matter, or whether it was that they feared that the mother of the
Sabandbar in any case would work against the Dutch to the benefit
of her son, it was decided that they should honour her with a present
of no less than 100 reals of eight, 1§ man sandalwood, 5 damask and
2 armosijnnen.

The question of giving a present to the king led to complications
elsewhere. The broker, Lingana, who had carried out his negotiations
with success returned from Kandy with two elephants, one big and
one small. But he came not to Tegnapatam but to Pulicat. Lin-
gana was a friend of Marcelis. At Porto Novo, Lingana learned that
Marcelis was senior merchant at Pulicat. Also he was afraid of
going to Tegnapatam as he had greatly blamed to the king of
Kandy a servant of the Aya who had been in Kandy. Hence
Lingana felt that he would rather please his friend at Pulicat with the
present than run the chance of being unpleasantly taken prisoner at

ipieris, ZThe Dutch Power in Ceylon, * When the Raja of Vellore permitted
them to build a factory at Pullicatﬁl they wrote on the 26th May 1610 to the new
Sinhalese king, Senerirat, that ** this king has made an eternal treaty with our
Prince Mauritius de Nassau, whereby the king allowed and granted us free trade
in all his territories and to live in them.'’ ?
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Tegnapatam. The Nayak of Gingi was in any case aggrieved
that while he was in need of the so much desired present, they in
Pulicat bad the disposal of it. Originally Marcelis and his compan-
ions thought of selling the elephants to the great king. But the
Masulipatam factors felt that political considerations must override
the desire for gain and that it would be much better for the youngest
establishment of the Dutch that they gave the king a royal present
than they should clearly show themselvesas gain-seeking merchants.
The council of Masulipatam wrote in this spirit to Pulicat where it
was now decided that they should take the elephants with them as a
present to the king on a journey to the court. Therefore the
governess came to the spot to fetch the same. With that 1 kandy and
15 ratel (arabipond) sandalwood, 14 man mace, three baskets small
porcelain cups, 18 damasks and 800 or 900 reals of eight were to be
taken as presents.

Hans Marcelis and Abraham Fontaine were the envoys to go to
the court of Vellore. The journcy took a longer time than was
expected. Although the Dutch having come to Vellore waited at the
court daily from morning till evening, they succeeded in speaking with
the king for the first time only on the 30th August. The king show-
ed himself in the town and as the people showed their great enthu-
siasm with firing of guns, shouts and tears. Marcelis and Fontaine did
not know better than to participate in these tokens of homage though
with so little of heart. When they succeeded in securing the king’s
ear, he promised to summon them in a couple of days and
place another Sabandhar at Pulicat. A further audience was daily
delayed. Meanwhile the Portuguese, seeing -their chance fair,
gave to the king a beautiful elephant, two horses and other pre-
sents and 5,000 pagodas to the king’s brother-in-law and represented
to him that, as the Dutch kept Pulicat, the trade in San Thome must
inevitably go down. The king was thus again brought to waver.:
He as well as his brother-inlaw Narpraga and his commander-in-
chief Obbe Raja temporarily offered to the envoys another place
instead of Pulicat. Van Wesick who was written to for counsel
strongly advised Marcelis that they should not allow themselves to
be persuaded to abandon Pulicat for another place in the neighbour-
hood. Luckily it did not go so far.

Owing to a dispute between Narpraga and the Captain, the Dutch
were not detained for along time. When this was made up by the king
they formally obtained a last audience. The promise that Pulicat
should have another Sabandhar with a controller was renewed, The
toll should be reduced from 2 to 14%. Marcelis and Fontaine receivs
ed two palanquins and two rings and were taken triumphantly
through the town—a great regret for the Portuguese and other
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cnemies of the Duich. The Dutch were also presented with a village,
an hour’s distance from Pulicat, named Averipaique. Owing to the
slowness of the Secretary who had to prepare their letters, they could
depart from Vellore only on the 26th September. On the journcy
back, Marcelis and Fontaine visited the Commander Obbe Raja, in
?he place Sataiour as the village Averipaque lay in his territory. He
ugmediately gave the Dutch the leiter of possession and besides on
his own initiative the place Cavecantoure lying on the river of Pulicat
so that they might trade there paying for duty 3%-quite an
equitable figure. Further he gave the Dutch free trade in the whole
of his territory.  Also, from his side, a governess should go with
them to inspect with them a place which might seem good to them.
Yea, he even offered them an island Iying a little near the coast, to
provide a harbour at his own cost, and to provide the Dutch more
money for carrying trade in his lands. Marcelis and Fontaine did
not immediately accept the offer of Obbe Raja, saying that they
were not allowed to take any place without giving information first
to their admiral. The further offers which the general caused to be
made when Willem Janssen had landed at Pulicat had alse no more
result. On the 2nd October Marcelis and Fontaine returned from
their important mission and were received in a friendly way by the
new Sabandhar.

Although there was thus reason for contentment at Pulicat, in Tiru-
papuliyur great anger prevailed over the elephant question. The Aya
was [urious and would not stand any word from Bourgonje when he
rode to him. The Aya was inclined to conclude friendship with the
Dutch only if they gave the desired elephants or the money for which
they would have sold the elephant to the king of Vellore. This was
what the factors who went to negotiate with him over the matter
gathered. Marcelis does not appear to have possessed those quali-
ties which were necessary for a good factory keeper of the company.
He was not over-honest. He offered in the name of the Senior
merchant a price which was too low for a consignment of about 150
dyed Sarassa. The merchant declined to sell. Then Marcelis in his
own name offered more and brought the Sarassa by the back door of
the lodge and by the window and kept it in his own room. .In addi-
tion to his dishonesty, he showed great discourfesy to the local
authorities and thus imperilled the interests of the company.! Although
the other officers could do nothing against Marcelis, they wrote

* On the 3rd October a day after his return, with an exaggerated sense of
power, he went to the new Sabandhar in the bankshall andg;:g:used the dyers
to call there, which the Sabandhar considered as very discourteous. Foutaine
and Hendriksoon Clock brought to his notice that men should not thus speak
to those people. He answered that this could not be otherwise. ‘
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to Van Wesick and Willem Janssen earnestly lamenting the conduct
of their superior. This letter did not make Marcelis turn a new
leaf. He was unfriendly to every one except the broker Lingana.
The people in the house wrote that they could keep no house with
Marcelis. Two days after the composition of this letter Fontaine
joined and also wrote a letter in which in veiled language he made
known his dissatisfaction with Marcelis.

On the receipt of Fontaine’s letter, the Council of Masulipatam and
Petapoeli sent Willem Janssen to Pualicat with full power ta det
things in order there. He left Masulipatam on the 2nd November
by the yacht Little Middleborgk and landed on the 10th at Pulicat.
Here six days later a resolution was taken which was signed by
Marcelis also. The future was thugfjsettlel. The Senior merchant
was not to set a bad example to his subordinates. He was not, by
speaking unreasonably of the Sabandhar, to give reason to his people
and the natives of the place to say anything bad of the Dutch,
When he acted against this, the under-merchant should immediately
intimate this to the factory of Masulipatam. The Senior merchant
should hide nothing in his papets and books from the Junior
merchant on pain of the utmost displeasure of the Directors, He
was not to buy or sell goods without a resolution of his council,
He must give satisfactory instructions to the Junior merchant and
the assistants about the cloth trade. Promises and presents should
be made only by resolution of the councilk. In the last balf of
November, Willem Janssen probably left Pulicat. By his mediation,
affairs in this factory were placed on & satisfactory basis. .

CHAPTER VII.

THE CLOSE OF AN EPOCH

Meanwhile an important change had taken place in north-
Coromandel.  Pieter Vsaacx while proceeding overland from
Petapoeli to Masulipatam was tempted by the heat to drink tao
much.? This proved fatal. His corpse was brought to Masulipatam
where his sad unexpected death received the sincere sympathy of
Moars and Hindus. Here was buried Pieter Vsaacx, the man who
had spent the Jast years of his life for the establishment of the Dutch
trade on the Coast. He did not in the least injure the interests of

b

1 After he had drunk two ¢ mingeler huy ! {* huy is wel van melk wuar de '

kasstof wit i5’), he died within two hours under the phenomenon ward
bleeding.——MAémon, val. i, p. ¥4, °p of n DY
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the Company, and this cannot be said of all the other Senior
merchants.

The death of Picter Ysaacx came at a most unsuitable time. It
was the time to finish the shipping of the cloth, and the Portuguese
would seize the opportunity to do all possible harm to the Dutch,
Things had to be done quickly. The council of the ships decided to
appoint Van Wesick in place of Ysaacx so that he might be authorized
to take action as Senior merchant in Masulipatam, and President of
Petapoeli. Pieter Jelis Van Ravensteyn should succeed Van Wesick
in Petapoeli as under-merchant there, while Adolf Thomassen,
assistant at Masulipatam, took Ravensteyn’s place. Although Van
Wesick would have willingly left the coast, yet he realized that the
death of Pieter Ysaacx had made the situation particglarly critical,

He therefore found it good to stay on for a year.
The question was now raised whether it was necessary to continue

the Golconda factories seeing that the strong support of the capable
Picter Ysaacx had dropped and that they could carry on trade at
Pulicat where there was abundance of cloth to be obtained. It was
worth considering whether the heavy charges necessary for ‘ghe
maiptenance of four lodges might not be dropped. In fact it was
seriously proposed to suspend the trade at Petapoeli when once they
had an established position and free trade at Pulicat. Regarding the
suspension of Masulipatam, however it was somehow decided other-
wise. In the selfsame letter to Bantam wherein Van Wesick
reported the death of Pieter Ysaacx, he declared decidedly against
abandoning Masulipatam, and for three reasons (—

(1) Much gain could be made from the merchandise which used
to be bought earlier by the Portuguese, viz., cloves, mace,
nutmegs, porcelain, sandalwood and spialter.

(2) Masulipatam remained of importance for the securing of
the white cloth which could be procured here better than in
Pulicat in which place the painted cloth was best obtained.

(3) Van Wesick thought it a no small matter that they could
enjoy the indigo trade.

PosrTioN or DurcH BusiNgss oN THE COAST SINCE THE COMING
or THE DurcH SHIPS.

Pulicat promised most for the company. The prices of the cloth
were low there, and Marcelis wrote on the 23rd November 1610 ‘If we
had ten times more capital and money to spend in cloth, it should not
have been otherwise used’. No wonder that at this busy place
Marcelis required a large cargo for carrying on trade. Regarding
the wares which would be desired by the natives, they should be able
to sell there lead, tin, sulphur, camphor, nutmegs, mace, cloves,
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sandalwood, long pepper, white and black benzoin, musk, red scarlet
violet and silk ‘laeck’ while they could also deal in porcelain cups,
tortoise shell, quicksilver and leaf brass. There was also great need
for money. The consignment of 8,000 reals left in'the factory was
soon spent and Pulicat had to depend on other factories. Fortu-
nately, this was granted. From Masulipatam on the 10th September
1,000 pagodas were received in cash, mirrors, needles and other
wares. With the yacht Cleyn Middleborgh whetewith Willem
Janssen departed for Pulicat, 2,000 pagodas were also sent, while it
was also decided to use for the good of Pulicat some money which
was originally intended for repairing the Zendrackt as they had decided
to burn the ship. At Tirupapuliyur also they were making progress.
Merchants came freely so that it seemed likely to be a good staple
place for cloth.. They were also busy there (May 1610) with the
building of a new house which it was hoped would be finished in two
months. Sandalwood and sulphur were sold there at high prices.
Hans Marcelis in his letter to the Directors of the Chamber, Amster-
dam, claims to have done a mighty lot for its prosperity. He had so
far brought round the dyers and weavers that they made the Java-
nese and Malay clothes better than in Petapoeli, while the prices
were considerably lower. The indigo at Tegnapatam was also
nearly twice as cheap as in Masulipatam, though the quality was
much inferior. Bourgonje, the head of the factory, could not swallow
his discontent that that flourishing factory should still be always
placed under Masulipatam.

In the North Coromandel the o0ld questions were still hanging fire.
Van Wesick’s journey to Golconda had led to no definite results in
the matter of the stamp duty. The matter had been dropped
provisionally in the hope that with the coming of the Dutch ships
an envoy should be sent to Golconda in the name of the
Dutch to settle the dispute. This hope was not fulfilled and
so they had to come to terms with the natives. As there
was no definite agreement with the Governors of Petapoeli
and Masulipatam, the Dutch by a present had secured as per-
manent law the provisional toll of 4 per cent. without further
claim, while they could not help making a present to Mirsumela for
the redemption of the stamp duty. Now that the toll question was
solved for good, the Governor of Masulipatam asked to be allowed
to buy all the newly brought goods for 3,000 pagodas for the king4 -
if it was too much and he could not get the whole, he must at least
be given cargoes for 1,000 pagodas; without permission of the
Governors, no trade was actually possible in Masulipatam and
Petapoeli. Sometimes merchants came secretly at nightto do busi-
ness with Dutch factors but they wer€ severely. punished if they - -
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were caught. What the Governors themselves furnished to the
Dutch was bad because the weavers were not sufficiently rewarded,
but the factory keepers were compelled to receive the same so that
they might not be continually regarded as guilty. For Van Wesick
it was almost impossible to prevent the smuggling trade which was
carried on by the Dutch themselves. He rightly thought the situa-
tion gloomy, It is thus seen that North Coromandel was burdened
and careworn though Ravensteyn wanted to see if any good might
come from the change in the native government of Masulipatam
which was effected in 1610. (In place of one Governor who farmed
the administration, more persons were appointed by the king to
govern Masulipatam.) The ships Zernate and Cleyne Sonne which
reached Bantam in September and October 1610 together brought
292 packs of Coromandel cloth, 24 bales indigo, and 39 packs
Guzerat linen. Of the Coromandel cloth, 151 packs were shipped
in Petapoeli while 24 packs of yarn were probably from Tirupa-
puliyur. When the Zernate came to Bantam, men suspected that the
crew had cloth on their bodies. Strict investigation was made. But
all the same, it was decided that the offenders rather than being
punished need only be deprived of price of their cloth.

TANJORE

In a letter of the 26th July 1610, Bourgonje mentions the
negotiations with the Nayak of Tanjore for securing the place of
Trimelipatam for Dutch trade. He wrote to Van Wesick that men
daily expected a caul from the Nayak of Tanjore as the ambassador of
the above named Nayak had promised to Astapa, the interpreter of
the Dutch, to send within five or six weeks two cauls dealing with
Trimelipatam, one to be sent to their admiral, and the other to be
preserved in Tirupapuliyur. Much was expected of the cloth trade at
Trimelipatam although it was found that a pair of cloths bought as
samples there was somewhat dear.

REvrATIONS WITH KANDY

Carolus de Lannoy returned from Kandy to Masulipatam on the
20th of June after having concluded a treaty. The king expected
speedy help against the Portuguese from the Dutch especially in
view of the presents of elephants which he had made to the latter.
De Lannoy had also promised help. An envoy from the king
at Pulicat repeatedly urged the sending of a couple of envoys to
speak about the measures that ought to be taken according to the
concluded treaty. Thereupon it was decided that again Carolus de
Lannoy with two others as helpers should depart with the envoy

DUTCH BEGINNINGS IN INDIA PROPER 179

from Kandy, and from Pulicat they wrote to Tegnapatam to send as
speedily as possible the patent of His Princelike Excellency. On
the 21st November instructions were given at Pulicat to De Lannoy
in accordance with which he had to carry out the embassy to Kandy.
He must take a patent with him by way of thanks for the elephant
and testify to his regret at affairs not getting speeded up as Maerts-
sen had not taken to Bantam the concluded contract. It would be
taken for His Princelike Excellency by the Cleyn Middleborgh
which ship should depart on the 23r@ November. Willem Janssen
should further state to the Admiral and his council the affairs con-
cerning Ceylon. De Lannoy should take 125 pagodas in money and
rough cloth as journey money. The Dutch ships which might go
to Ceylon, he must permit in February or at the latest March of the
next year to return to Pulicat, where he was to be satisfied and
accounts settled.

RELATIONS WITH ARARAN.

The king of Arakan who all along expected assistance from the
Dutch found to his regret that no help ever came in the year
1609. He now sent an envoy Gytacor with a ring as present to
Masulipatam, once more to ask help of the Dutch. They did not
feel much inclined to send another expedition. The first voyage
happened because of the pressure of circumstances, but now that they
had a firm footing on the Coast, the repetition of it did not seem to
be necessary. The king of Arakan appeared to have reached a very
helpless and powerless condition. Finally, they decided in spite of
the relatively little profits that they stood to gain from it to send a
new embassy to Arakan, When Carolus de Lannoy refused to take
this up, Jacob Dirks Cortenhoeff, assistant in Masulipatam was found
for it. He left on the 11th September 1610 with three other Dutch-
men, taking with him 1,200 pagodas as cargo. Van Wesick, Willem
Janssen and Antony Schorer gave him an instruction which was
unusually careful. He must represent that they were so long
unable to respond to the appeals for help which Pieter Willemsz
had taken with him. The sudden death of Pieter Vsaacx added to
their difficulties. Now, he, Cortenhoeff was finally come to con.
tract with His Majesty. Cortenhoeff must request free trade in all
the lands of the king under his protection. With the patent of His
Princelike Excellency that promised help against the Spaniards and
Portuguese (which would not probably reward the trouble), he must
be careful in handling affairs according to the requirements of the
case. Further, Cortenhoeff must declare that as the truce progregs-
ed, they could not helpthe king. They could not help against De Brito
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without the decision of the admiral in each case. On all sides they
thus held themselves free. Cortenhoeff must collect the quantity of
rice that the king of Arakan owed to Pieter Willemsz. Thus this
was an embassy undertaken with anything but enthusiasm.

THr PoOrRTUGURSE FURY AND DISQUIET.

With rising fury and disquiet at the same time, the Portuguese saw
how gradually the Dutch power spread on the Coast of Coromandel
and threatened to stifle their cstablishments in Negapatam and San
Thome. By their intrigues they sought to disturb the Dutch negoti-
ations with the inland princes. By force of arms also they made an
attempt to rc-cstablish their greatly reduced authority on the coast.
A number of Portuguese ships came on the 29th of May in sight of
Pulicat. In place of success, this undertaking caused them only
damage and shame. Two vessels with the Portuguese were taken,
and the sailors imprisoned. Sailing to Masulipatam, the Portuguese
had no better luck. Having come there on the 7th of June, tl?ey
were disappointed in their purpose of preventing the Dutf:h ships
unloading and taking cargo. They had already taken thc:ur cargo.
They wished then to hinder the sailing out of the loaded ships. 3t1t
the Dutch already took the places from where'they. must fetch
drinking water, took two of their vessels, and imprisoned thx:ee
Portuguese so that the enemy disappeared on the 1ith June with
their purposes unperformed. After this before the year was Ol}t, .the
Dutch once more received news indeed incomplete and indistinct
about seven fusts which should attack the road of Pulicat. It was
only natural that the Portuguese should cmploy all their power to
trick the Dutch out of Pulicat. They had no good port in San Thome
and Pulicat with the river that flowed into the sea was admirably
suitable for their ships.

NEED FoR UNITY FOR THE DUTCH SETTLEMENTS ON THE COAST.

The Dutch establishments had already embraced so much of the
coast that unity was necessary so that there might be a head to
deal with the enemies, to resist all the craft and unreliableness of
the natives as also the unceasing plots of the Portuguese. It
was necessary that one person should be appointed to exercise
authority with a strong hand over all the four establishments.
Luckily they had not to wait much for the change. In Bantam
where they had received the news by the Li#tle Sun and Ternate that
their sphere of influence had spread out and that they had to fight
with many troubles, they saw the compelling necessity of having a
common head over all places to regulate with better order the pur-
chase of cloth and other things. Also there was the need of
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merchandise on the Coast. On the 1st October, 1610 Wemmer Van
Berchem was come in Bantam as the commander of the yacht the
Hasewind! to bring the important news that at Antwerp the
twelve years' truce was concluded, that outside Europe it should
commence a year after the signature of the treaty. The Hasewind?
was to bring there news of the twelve years’ truce and at the same
time to mark out some one as head of all the factories on the coast.
They did not however in Bantam feel themselves completely justified
independently to choose anybody for so weighty an office. They
preferred rather to await the coming of the Governor-General Pieter
Both, who was soon expected. As the Governor-General had not
however arrived by December, the High Council on the 3rd December
unanimously chose Jan Wesick, Senior Merchant of Masulipatam and
Petapoeli. The council of the yacht the Hasewind? had to move him
as general head to be willing to prolong his stay on the coast which
had already lasted so long. Hendrik Van Westereenen should
accompany to be used in place of Van Wesick for securing informa-
tion about local trade possibilities while at the same time Marcelis,
Michielsz Boshouwer and Jan Graeff should serve as factors on the
coast. 42,000 reals of eight should be sent with the yacht for the
coast. Much more was necessary here, but the yacht was not
defensible enough to be used for all remittances of money, so that
men did not dare to entrust it with a larger sum of money than the
above and therewith 8,000 reals for Atjeh.

When Van Westereenen now became sick, the High Council decided
that Juan de Labistrate should go with the yacht in his place to the
coast. Yet the Governor-General did not come, and so the High
Council at Bantam put forward on its own authority instructions for
the Director of the trade of the Coast of Coromandel and other places
lying thereabout. These were in the main as follow :—

The Directors desired that a general head should be appointed
over the Coromandel for which Jacob Van Groenewegen or, failing
him, Jacques I'Hermite de Jonge was to be nominated. As, however,
Van Groenewegen perished by being murdered in Banda and ’'Her-
mite could not be spared from Bantam, Van Wesick was appointed
to this office. He must reside at Pulicat and with the council of the’
yacht choose such a council as time and opportunity should permit.
To the Governor-General, he must send a memoir that gave informa-
tion about (1) The practicability of the plan suggested by Van Soldt to
carry on trade from Masulipatam to Cambay with camels and (2) The
question how they could most conveniently secure the indigo frdm ;
the neighbourhood of Lahore and Agra. Attention must be devdt- )
ed tothe trade possibilities in Bengal, The smuggling of cloth
required sharp supervision, Of those who were already on the -
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coast one must now finally be delegated as ambassador to Golconda.
If Petapocli could not be wholly discontinued, as few people as
possible should remain in service.

Besides De Labistrate and the under-merchant Boshouwer, two
assistants also proceeded to the Coromandel Coast. Van Wesick
was to place these where need was found. Besides the instructions,
a letter was sent to Van Wesick wherein his good conduct at the
death of Pieter Ysaacx was commended. It was mentioned as a
reason for his appointment as head and continual president over all
the factories and places on the coast. With the yacht came as
cargo, besides the above mentioned reals of eight and the sandal-
wood, a quantity of porcelain, alum, speauter® and some lac and
«“ Kerseys .

More letters were also taken by the Hasewindl to Bourgonje and
Marcelis wherein they were informed of the appointment of Van
Wesick as their superior. To him they should in future be account-
able. Also De Labistrate himself carried with him an instruction
which appointed him to the place of Van Wesick in case he did not
accept the offered office or was perhaps dead. In Tegnapatam
especially he must institutc a sharp investigation about the state of
affairs as so much disorder prevailed. If the under-merchant Jacob
Steyl should somehow be spared from there, he must come back
with the yacht, and any other who is sober and competent must be
appointed in his place. ‘

In this way the Hasewindi was despatched to the Coast. With
justice might men hope that the colony should meet a period of pros-
perity. Surprise attacks on the Portuguese were no longer thought
to be necessary as the truce prevented both parties from spreading
their influence other than along peaceful ways. A powerful central
government, it was hoped, would bring in the factories the order and
the unity which had so frequently been wanting. As headquarters
was chosen Pulicat, that was to remain for many years the secat of
the government of Coromandel. The establishments on the Coast
continued to expand but it could be rightly said that the foundation
period of Dutch authority on the Coromandel ended with the establish-
ment of the central government at Pulicat. Van Wesick accepted
the office offered to him, and filled it till 1612, The situation was
now distinctly favourable for the Dutch who had several bases on
the Coast. Of their European rivals, the Portuguese were not
receiving reinforcements and the English were hindered by shortage
of capital and want of support from home.

1 A mixture of lead, brass and tin perhaps also.zinc. (Vide Verwijs and
Verdam : Middel Nederlandsch woorden boek),
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CHAPTER VIIIL

FRESH EMBASSIES TO GOLCONDA AND VELLORE.

In 1609 Their High Mightinesses, the States General of ihe
United Provinces, made a truce for twelve years with Spain. It was
agreed among other matters that the same should take place also in
the East Indies. The Directors of the Dutch Company requested
Their High Mightinesses and His Highness the Prince to send
letters to all Indian kings and princes requesting them to enter into a
confederacy with the Dutch. This was granted. Pieter Both, the first
Governor-General of the Indies, was given full power to enter into
such alliances with all the Indian kings and princes as this was
thought most expedient for the settling of their commerce and
the ruining of that of the Portuguese. According to the secret
treaty of 1609, the king of Spain undertook not to interfere
with the Dutch trade wherever carried on. Thus access to
the Indies was conceded though, to save appearances, the word was
not used. The commercial rivalry in the East was so acute that the
situation in the BEast rémained practically unaffected by the new
diplomatic understanding concluded in Europe. The experience,
ability and resourcefulness of the early Governors-General led the
Dutch to success. Hence the Dutch Empire was extended and
consolidated at the expense of the Portuguese, Spaniards, and the
English. Although the Dutch were a nation of merchants who
through humility had become rich, their activities in these early
years did not always indicate a peaceful character. 1

COROMANDEL.

No information is available about Coromandel for the year 1611.
In the middle of 1611 Wemmer Van Berchem departed from Bantam
to the coast of Coromandel. He reached Masulipatam in the
following year and relieved Jan Van Wesick as the Director of
Coromandel where there were now at least four factories situated
in four different parts namely, Tegnapatnam (with Tirupapuliyfir),
Pulicat, Petapoeli and Masulipatam.

The Portuguese did not content themselves with making presents
to native rulers and thus thwarting the Dutch. They openly resorted
to violence. On the 9th July 1612 they came with vessels from
San Thome to Pulicat and imade themselves masters of the house
of the Company with all goods, and brought these with the merchant
Adolf Thomasz and six others whom they had taken prisoners to
San Thome. Three Dutchmen perished in the fight. The difficulties
which Van Berchem had to face were manifold. The Government
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of the company had not scen the necessity of defending them with
armed might, ncr had they given him sufficient cash for maintaining
the fight against the Portuguesc. In addition to these, the vexations
of the Muhammadan Governors of Masulipatam and other harbours
belonging to Goleconda which had already been practiscd during the
time of Van Wesick continued. This was the reason why
Van Berchem started for Golconda on the 23rd July with gifts to

the king, Sultan Abdullah, and the great Moors according to the -

prevalent custom.

EnBassy TO GOLCONDA.

As soon as he reached Golconda, Van Berchem was informed of
what had happened at Pulicat. Naturally this at once lowered the
prestige of the Dutch at Golconda while at the same time the
Portuguese Viceroy of Goa tried by presents in Golconda to bring
abont the ruin of Dutch factories there. Through the intervention
of the king, there came an Armenian merchant from Masulipatam
asking for the restoration of the vessel called Zanazsary that had
been seized by the Dutch as prize because it had Portuguese cargo on
board. This cargo was under orders from Golconda stored at
Masulipatam. On the 10th August Van Berchem obtained audience
with the Sultan. He complained of the treatment which the Dutch
had already for five or six years experienced at Masulipatam and
spoke of the breaking of the armistice by the Portuguese. This was a
fault on the part of Van Berchem for Goleconda had nothing to do with
Pulicat. The Chancellor Mirjumla wittily remarked that in his land
the Portuguese had done no harm to the Dutch and that hostilities
were not permitted there. For this reason he desired that the cargo
was given back to the Armenian because the vessel was lost in his
neutral harbour, a point of war law which Van Berchem naturally
called in question,

The government of Goleconda on their side had also a just
grievance against the company. In 1606 the Dutch had promised
that each year ships should come to Masulipatam with goods and
rarities like different woven stuffs, earth work, etc. Previously the
Portuguese had brought them, but the Dutch did not keep to their
promise though they had great fame and name and their ships were
well provided with guns and munitions of war. Therefore it was
better for them to grant trade rights to the Portuguese rather than
the Dutch. The remark was just, and Van Berchem could only
answer that all that the Portuguese brought to India except sugar,
oil and Spanish wine were carried from Holland to Portugal, and
that, with the next coming ships, the company would bring such
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goods to the king if payment was provided for. Thereupon the king
and the Council, relying upon the friendship of the Dutch Prince,
requested the restitution of the goods of the Armenian. Three
firmans had been solemnly issued by the king on that matter and to
revoke them would be a curse. Van Berchem did not deem it proper
to answer that the matter was of little importance. He complained
about the enmity of the Portuguese which invited him to vengeance
but the king intimated that this must be done at sea away from the
coast and not in his neutral land. After this audience, Van Berchem
spent eleven days in laying the Dutch request before Mir Mohamad
Momi, second person in the Council more favourable to the
Dutch than the others, Mir Jumla, Mirkasim, brother-indaw of the
Sultan, Mir ek and Mirsajet, principal councillors to the ambassadors
of Bijapur and other kingdoms while the Portuguese went about
distributing presents. Van Berchem made himself an unfortunate
figure when on his second audience on the 22nd he must have known
to his shame that he had very little to offer to the Sultan. What
made it so much the worse was that he had at the same time presented
a petition for being permitted to buy up the import and export duties
of Masulipatam for a fixed annual sum so that he might thus escape
the knaveries of the Governors. Nevertheless the government
was prepared to permit the sale for 3,000 pagodas, but they remained
pressing on for the restoration of the Armenian’s cargo. Van
Berchem knowing that he must submit to such a demand wished to
go, but experienced a new difficulty. Till the 31st August he waited
twice daily on Mir Mohamed Momi and Mir Jumla for securing a
firman from the Sultan permiting their departure. But he did not
receive the document as the Chancellor wished to secure a loan of
1,000 pagodas without giving an acknowledgment of debt. For
taking counsel Van Berchem sent his assistant Hendrick de Groen
to Masulipatam so that he might communicate the situation to the
council there. De Groen took two beautiful horses which were meant
for the Sultan of Atjeh. He was to go from Atjeh to Bantam to
intimate to the Governor-General the affairs of Coromandel. This
unusual commission makes us suppose that Van Berchem did not
feel at ease. There was more reason for this as he had learned
reliably that the Portuguese Viceroy, under promise of a large sum
of money, had made a written request to the Sultan to make the
« Dutchmen and thieves »’ depart from Masulipatam. Several council-
lors of the king advised him to give heed to this. But Mir
Mohamad Momi was against this, and luckily the king gave heed to
this. : ‘
Meanwhile Van Berchem continued vainly asking for his pass.
ports until finally on the 12th September a person from whom he
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could not well have cxpected it came to his help. The king’s
buffoon came to him at midday and requested him for one of his
clothes. The request was complied with on a promise by the
buffoon that he would present himself therewith to the king and
remind him that Van Berchem had received no firman from Mir
Jumla for his departure. The buffoon now went to the court
dressed more like 2 Frenchman or an Englishman than a Persian.
This effort was successful. TFor his services the buffoon was
given in 1616 a present consisting. of a piece of red velvet and
a mirror. Van Berchem was immediately summoned by the Chan-
cellor who was now prepared to give an acknowledgment of debt
for the present and promised a passport within two days. On the
15th he received a firman and besides that a letter of credence to the
Governor and others at Masulipatam who had been troubling the
Dutch, calling on them to show proper honour and respect to the
Dutch there. From English documents we learn that the Dutch had
procured with great charges and diverse embassies to Golconda
which caused their company about 20,000 reals to pay to the king
3,000 pagodas which is above 4,000 reals per annum for the custom of
the in-coming and out-going goods at Masulipatam ; also they must
pay the said sum whether ships came or not, and it was but for that
place only, for in Petapoeli they paid 34 per cent. where in former
times the Dutch had to pay 5 per cent. The native authorities made
up for this in another way by buying inferior goods and making
vile payments in goods unvendible and at excessive prices, and
by abasing the price of the European goods. Though the Dutch
prevented many of these inconveniences by reason of their costly
firmans of the king, yet, they did not altogether escape, but were
also sufficiently plagued.?

On the 16th September Van Berchem took leave from the above
named lords. He departed on the 17th and came back to Masuli-
patam on the 23rd with the firman. His absence of just two months
was thus not without fruit. The Armenian merchant also received a
firman declaring that the goods taken from him and kept in the
bankshall should be given back to him.

VAN BERCHEM AND PULICAT.

On the 8th September were anchored before Pulicat the ships 7%e
Star and The Green Lioncoming from the Netherlands and belonging

1 Vide letter of Lucas Antheunis of Masulipatam to Sir Thomas Roe dated
Masulipatam the first and fifteenth February 1615 (1616) in Foster’'s English
Factories. ‘This letter also throws light on the English fear of Dutch rivalry
and of Portuguese designs on Coromandel. (See Appendix No. 2),
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to the fleet of the commander Adriaen Blocq Martensz. They
brought with them letters of the 14th December 1611.

Now, not being powerless, Van Berchem could attend to the
pressing request of the Governors, the Sabandhar and the
inhabitants to set up again the factory that had been destroyed by
the Portuguese. With the S’arre that had gone to Masulipatam he
departed on the 5th November to Pulicat and from there on the
2nd December with Andries Criecke and six othersto Vellore for
invoking the co-operation of the Naik of Karnataka. He took with
him the presents which the Directors had sent with the abovenamed
ships for the Nayak of Gingi who was thus once more deprived of his
gifts as earlier of elephants. The Naik of Karnataka promised to
send his brother-in-law Narpradja with some thousand soldiers by
land to San Thome if Van Berchem attacked the place by water. He
gave a firman with the ** hand of sandal > to build a fort of which the
half should belong to the company while they could make a house
themselves.! Also taught by the experience with Golconda, Van
Berchem sought and obtained permission to do injury to the Portu-
guese in the harbours of Karnataka. He departed from Vellore
honoured with a present, a palanquin and silk.

FURTHER SAFEGUARDS.

Van Berchem had not however much faith in the Nayak’s promise
and required security from the minister Djagaradja who was carrying
on war probably against Mysore. So he went on horse with some
horsemen to Kolar which he reached on the 27th. The Portuguese
were already at work against the Dutch with promise of 100,000
pagodas for not allowing the Dutch at Pulicat. But Van Berchem
succeeded by spending some money on presents to get a kaul from
Djagaradja, and also the usual silks and the income of three villages
which had stood under the factory of Pulicat, but were taken back.
On the 6th January 1613 he was back at Pulicat and continued the
re-building of the fort which had already been commenced by the
natives,

CHAPTER IX.
PERILS AND DISORDERS ON THE COAST.
(a) PULICAT AND FURTHER PERILS.
FURTHER PORTUGUESE OUTRAGES.

The Portuguese offered 1,000 pagodas to the Ayya (Aja) or
Commander-in-Chief of Gingi for driving the Dutch out of Tegna-
pstnam and handing over the head of the factory Franco Van der

* For full text of treaty, see Appendix No, 3,
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Meer to them. Hence the Ayya obtained 2,000 rix dollars from V.D.
Meer. Van Berchem sent there the Groemen Leeuw (Green Lion) to
lend the necessary help and to cruise around Ceylon for securing the
Portuguese vessels. On the 31st January the Sfar was also sent to
Tegnapatam.

Notwithstanding all opposition, the fort was now complete and
Van Berchem called it Geldria, after his native province.t

Thus defended, Pulicat could soon become a great trade centre.
For in consequence of the kaul (firman) given to the Dutch, whereby
a regular trade was assured, ships came yearly from Arakan,
Tanasari, Pegu, Bengal and other lands for selling and buying wares.

But the Portuguese did not give up their efforts to frustrate the
plans of the Dutch. Before the fort was furnished with weapons,
they bribed Ite-radja, the brother of Djagaradja who went with 600 or
700 men to Pulicat and did not listen to the commands from Vellore
to give up the undertaking. Their attacks were however beaten off
twice by the soldiers of the Sjahbandar and crew of the Der Goes
under the Schipper Cornelis Reijersz Schoon Hooffman so that Ite-
radja withdrew.

The Portuguese attempted to poison the Dutch factors at Pulicat
by sending slaves and others who pretended that they had fled from
San Thome. Two were detected, tried and executed.

On the 17th July, 1613 Van Berchem returned to Masulipatam,
Samuel Kindt remaining as head of the factory and commander in
Geldria.

CONTINUED PORTUGUESE NAVAL ATTACKS AND DEFEATS.

The Portuguese of San Thome had 2,000 armed persons and 1,000
peons ready with pickaxes and ladders to proceed to Geldria over-
land while they gave presents to the Governors and secured their
permission. The Groener Leeuw was sent to Pulicat where already
the Sterre was. But owing to the outbreak of the South-West
Monsoon the Zeeuw had to return without performing anything.
Meanwhile a squadron from Goa was come for San Thome and
Pulicat. Eight vessels were in action with the Star. They were lost

1 QOut of the ships Der Goss, Starre, Groenen Leeuw and Duyttken, Geldrla,
wasg provided with 10 iron pieces some ‘‘ bassen 1, stone pieces and other
weapons while out of their crew 70 men were placed in the fort. ) It was pro-
perly made a big thing by the natives who had begun it.  Its circumference
was 143 roods (535 metres), thus a polygon of more or less 170 metres as
diameter. The walls were 1 rood and eight feet (about 6 metres high) and the
bulwarks 1 rood and 10 ft. high. Van Berchem estimated that 200 'men were
necessary for defence, but he asked from Bantam on the first opportunity 150
soldiers with 8 or 10 cannon, 150 swords and 100 muskets,
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after many deaths and injuries. They were repulséd and driven to
Bengal, Pegu and wherever the wind sailed. Nothing more is
mentioned of the attack on land.

Adolf Thomasz, after a year in prison, escaped, files having been
sent from Pulicat sewn to mules. He afterwards fled to Kovelong, a
couple of'miles (Dutch miles) from San Thome —that belonged to the
dominion of the queen of Karnataka. When sometime later Samuel
Kindt was stationed at Masulipatam, Thomasz remained at Masuli-
patam as commander.

Unusually heavy rains ravaged the South Coromandel from 29th
December, 1613 to 2nd February, 1614 so that everywhere the
earthen walls of fortifications were destroyed, also those of Geldria
besides 17 soldiers’ houses. As soon as Van Berchem received news
of this from Samuel Kindt, he went there onthe 10th February with
building material loaded in the Groemen Leeuw for Pulicat. It was
thought a good opportunity to make the fort at the same time a little
smaller. But the news that a Portuguese fleet was sailing from Goa
made them decide to build it speedily in the existing form. The
garrison consisted of 75 men and the armament consisted of three
metal and eight iron cannon, one metal falcon, eight metal and four
iron.

In February, some Portuguese vessels actually came against
San Thome. Perhaps the presence of the Dutch vessel Der
Goes prevented them from undertaking. any expedition against
the Dutch. They however repeated their attempts to get the Dutch
expelled by native governments. The General Djagaradja was back
from the war in the interior and the Portuguese requested him twice
or thrice to march against Geldria.

Tar ENGLISH.

The cruising ships now and then took a Portuguese vessel. It
was not long before the English also appeared on the Coromandel
Coast. It was very natural that, while so many others came to
Pulicat, the English should also appear there. It however gave
occasion to Jan Pietersz Coen to write that they came *to pluck
our fruits from us®. The Dutch were as a matter of fact very

friendly to them though Van Berchem relates that an English =

Captain, when called upon to drink to the health of the Dutch
Stadtholder, made very rude remarks, .

MEssAGES FROM CRYLON

In this year the Dutch on Coromandel received messages from
Ceylon both from the Maharaja of Kandy and also the Dutch merchant
there. The trade with Ceylon was still of little importance, but the

i
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relations with the Maharaja of Kandy were kept up because there was
already staying there a merchant who could be considered an envoy.
This merchant, Boschouwer, wrote with the Maharaja on the 16th
February 1614 letters to Coromandel lamenting that no help was
sent against the Portuguese who under I?om Jorge de Saave.:dra was
already spreading their might and building forts. The pr‘mce also
sent an embassy of 16 persons who came to Tegnapatam with a con-
signment of precious stones for sale.

HINDRANCES TO TRADR.

The development of the trade was meanwhile ir}lpeded by two
causes (1) the non-supply of sufficient money by the Directors ; (2) the
unfitness and naughtiness of the me'rchants. Van Berchem spoke
every moment of the paucity of caplt.al and Coen the Governor-
General doubted so little the justice of it that he dareq earne'sstly to
reproach the Directors on the 10th Noveml?er 1614 ending with the
words ¢ that if it continues to be so unprov1dc?d f?r, E13e wl‘lole trad'e
will be ruined (to the brothel and to nothmg) - The Company’s
interests were injured by their own merchants in two ways, (_1') by tt-le
large presents given to native rul.ers. Other European natl.ons did
not go to such extreme lengths in the matter of I?resent.s, (2.) by
private trade. Jan de Labistrate greatly engaged }-nmself in private
trade. Anthony Schover, Book-keeper and §en1or mercha.nt at
Masulipatam, had to account for a shortage of 1,383 pagodas which he
said was stolen. He was therefore sent to Bar'ltam on .the 16th
August 1614 by the Der Goes. Even Jan Van Wesick had differences
with Van Berchem over some entries and Van Be'rc'hem wrote sharply
about it. It was thus not for nothing ﬂ.li?.t the visitor Hans de Haze
came to Masulipatam to improve the position on12th November 1616
with the Roode Leeww. The soldiers who }1ad come from the

Netherlands with the Delft were also sent with the Roode Leenw

to Coromandel.
(6) THE VISITOR DE HAZE.

Not long before the arrival of De Haze (i.e. in October) the Na;:ak
of Karnataka, Wenketa II, died at Vellore. Thez.'e was g succession
dispute in the Carnatic and De Haze felt that, in the 131terests of
the company, it was best to remain neutral. De Hz'xze, being fo.r the
present devoted to retrenchment, reduced the garrison of Geldria to
100 Europeans. He decided also that the walls of the fort should be
overlaid with hard stone and chalk so that thereby the great cost of
the maintenance of the fort should be reduced. The stones were
conveyed from Tirupapuliyur (Tegnapatam). The factory appeared
also to cause unnecessary expenditure so that De Haze proposed to
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abolish it like Petapoeli. On the 16th January 1615 De Haze got a
resolution passed that the Portuguese falling into Dutch hands should
be thrown on board and that 4 or 5 principal Portuguese be kept for
the redemption of the Dutch prisoners at San Thome.

The Leeuw and the Duyffen returned with some booty from their
cruise and the last named yacht went in May to Arakan.

DELEGATION TO SURAT.

De Haze sent the Senior merchant Pieter Gillisz Van Ravesteyn
who had already offered himself earlier, but who could not go owing
to the continual lack of funds, to Surat to seek and if possible to
sell the goods left by Van Deynsen in 1608, about which the
Sabandhar of Surat had already written in 1613, and to investigate the
circumstances of Van Deynsen’s death. Further, Ravensteyn was to
institute an exact enquiry into the opportunities of trade and he took
with him a letter written in the Portuguese language and addressed
to the Mogul Governor and Sabandhar of Surat. An important
modification in the government of Coromandel was the transfer of
the head from Masulipatam to Pulicat.

OFFICIAL CHANGES.

In connection with Wemmer Van Berchem’s request to be relieved
of his situation, Samuel Kindt was appointed Commander of Geld-
ria and at the same time head and president of Coromandel.
This appointment did not meet with the approval of Van Berchem
who indicated by a resolution that Kindt, in his opinion, was not
suitable because he was sick in his head as a result of a fall from a
window. In place of Kindt, Raphael Oliva, Senior merchant of the
Red Lion, was for three years appointed as Senior merchant of
Masulipatam. The instruction of the soldiers was committed to
the preacher Harman Barentsz who gave a new bond and was paid
45 guilders a month.

DE HAzR'S IMPRESSIONS.

De Haze who now got ready to return to Bantam carried with him
the conviction that the spirit of the merchants was bad, and that
probably none of them was honest. With the accusations and un-
favourable judgments of Van Berchem against the merchants, had to.
be added charges against himself. He had in different ways wasted
the rather scarce money of the company and brought them injury.
From an Arabian he bought a horse for 300 pagodas and received a
white ape as present which made the transaction suspicious.

On the 8th June De Haze sailed on the Rooden Leeuw and Van
Berchem on the Der Goes. Both the ships departed in each other’s
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company. On the 20th July they saw four Portuguese ships. They
were large galleons and, evidently from great distance, they opened
fire or they exchanged shots with the Dutch. It was unfortunate for
the Red Lion which had the lightest guns and sailed slowly, that
through the presence of the highest in rank the flag waved from the
shipmast, so that the Portuguese seemed to hold on to that ship.
This gave occasion to the taking of a decision on board the Leeuw
whereby the hatred of the great majorily of the officers to Van
Berchem showed itself. Fearing that, if any mishap befell Corbelis
Reyersz, Wemmer Van Berchem might go with the ship Der Goes
and leave the Leeuw with her people in the brine so as to escape all
the information and attestation secured by the Visitador on the coast
against him, which was kept in the Leeuw, they decided that De
Haze should move into the Der Goes and hoist his flag. It appears
that this shameful insinuation on Van Berchem added only to show
the hatred of him. De Haze did not sign the resolution but went
over to the Der Goes.

It is remarkable that Coen who was so strong in other respects
was indifferent to the charges against Van Berchem. De Haze did
not extend his engagement because of his ignorfmce of the trac'le,
his haughtiness and bad government. Coen'sent him to Holl.and with
the papers brought against him to the Dlrecftors remarking ¢ God
knows what is in them, but in effect it is evident that no prope’r
service, and to the company Very great shame has been caus.ed :
And De Haze wrote ¢ How herein is dealt with, let the Lords decxc}e.
Perhaps Van Berchem was a favourite whom they d?.1‘ed 1.10t pur§1sh.
He even went to Netherland as president of a ship, his previous
dignity undiminished. The Directors also seen3 to have taken.no
action against him, for in the resolutions of 1616 and 1617, nothing
was said of the complaints against him.

After the departure of the Visitador Hans de Haze, they .procee.d-
ed decidedly to improve the fort Geldria. The}r re.tamf.:d its
size, but gave it four bastions of brickwork arming it ywth 26
pieces of cannon. The bullets with which they were supplied were
80 bad that they jumped up badly from the guns and caused danger.
The cast iron was so bad. Gunpowder was made at the place but
this had the peculiarity that it had to be ground for three months.
Pulicat had now about 10,000 souls and the European colonists
formed 50 households, principally by the marriage of soldiers with
native women which was permitted on condition that they should be
Christians. With satisfaction Samuel Kindt wrote that the Portu-
guese towns of San Thome and Negapatam declined. Because
the Dutch and the Portuguese plundered on the seas rendering injury
to each other’s trade, it was important for the Asiatics to have 8
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safe harbour and therefore it was desirable to have a ship stationed
at Pulicat.

CHAPTER X

VAN RAVESTEYN’S OVERLAND JOURNEY TO SURAT.

During the period of the truce with Portugal, the Dutch undertook an
overland journey to Surat. Even earlier, there were whispers of Dutch
activity in the English letters, as for example, the observation that the
Hollanders filled the country with lead in pigs. But after the tragic
death of Van Deynsen! *the Dutch were leaving Surat severely alone.
It was not that Guzerat clothes were not wanted. They were always
needed {or the far eastern trade. But, for the time being, they felt
that they would purchase from Achin, although at a higher cost, the
necessary Guzerat cloth rather than expose themselves to the perils
caused by Portuguese influence in the Great Mogul’s dominions.
The Dutch and the English were alike hateful to the Portuguese and
the Jesuits reported to Jahangir that the English and Hollanders were
one. They continued equal enemies to both the English and the
Dutch.?

The Dutch were, as already observed, earlier in India than the
English. They were most formidable commercial, political and
military competitors. It was in the north-west and in the then
important harbour of Surat that the English and the Dutch began
their rivalry in India. Of the three nations, the French, the
English and the Dutch, the Dutch came first. It appeared for
a moment, that to them and not to the English, the future
belonged. Next to the fine Coromandel cloth, the rough Guzerat
clothes were indispensable for lump sales. The Moluccas, Amboina,
Banda, the West Coast of Sumatra and Djambi were favourably
situated regions for the Guzerat linen which Jan Pieterszoon Coen
also judged were even more necessary than those of Coromandel.
Each of the three nations, the Portuguese, the Dutch and the English
might at any time be called upon to fight the other two. The
Portuguese were important only on the West Coast. The real
contest lay between the Dutch and the English.

The tragic story of Van Deynsen? was not however destined to
close the chapter of Dutch enterprise in Guzerat. On 14/27 Novem-
ber 1609, the Governor-General Both and the Council of India called

, ) Thomas Kerridge at Agra to Thomas Aldworth and Council at Sus |
in Roster's English actories.g . el at S\mft‘ .
2 See Chapter I1.
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upon their subordinates at Masulipatam to look into the matter,
The Duich authorities at Masulipatam, on hearing that the native
authorities at Burhampur had seized Van Deynsen’s effects, threatened
to make reprisals on the Mogul shipping. 1In the words of Hunter,
the Dutch, accustomed to barbarian island chiefs, did not realise that
they had come under an empire which insisted on good behaviour
and could crush the petty infidel settlements by a stroke of the
pen. But the Moguls were powerless at sea, and Mogul officers
felt the necessity of averting the vengeance on sea of the
Dutch who imagined that their countryman hag been ill used
by the Mogul, and his goods detained. It was the fear of the
Dutch reprisals that made the Mogul officers in Surat place themsel-
ves incorrespondence with the Dutch at Masulipatam on this subject.
Already in 1608 the Dutch on the Coromandel had received news
from the Sabandar (harbour master) of Surat wherein he offered that
he would hand over the goods left behind by Van Deynsen to Dutch-
men, competent to receive the same, sent from Coromandel. This
remnant of Van Deynsen became in course of time the subject of
much dispute. The goods left unowned by the untimely abolition of
the Dutch factory at Surat represented decidedly a considerable value,
more than 20,000 guilders. In 1613 the Government at Coromandel
had reminded themselyes of these goods of Van Deynsen: Wemmer
Van Berchem entered into correspondence with the sabandar of
Surat on this subject. Although this Asiatic who could very well
have claimed to have forgotten about this event which took place 0
far .bé.l(.:k very willingly gave the information, Van Berchem had the
incivility and awkwardness to threaten him with the taking of
the Mogul ships as the goods were not rightly acquired. The
sa‘bax}dar answered in the name of the Governor Mukarrab Khan
wishing much luck to the best Sir Captain General of the entire
Christendom, and showed how improper the threat was as they had
rendered a service to the Company by taking the goods in custody.
They could go and take them or have, if they wished, the price of the
same ; they were the friends of the Dutch and wished to remain 8s
such. He further added that Mukarrab was then at war withthe
Portuguese:. If any one could be sent for the goods left behind at
Surat. or withthe Khan Khanan, they would be immediately delivered
or paid for. If the Dutch could send one or more ships, as Van
lzir_chem had hinted in his letters, they could be used for
:n :;::::i::logfugueszz D:laces of Diu and Daman. Of all the place:
they micht canry 1;1r1au,1 ;iretﬁgt:h w;re free to chloo.se the bi;t:;’:é‘:r
of Mukarrah Khan, Govern ‘ st Tho e L as
) or of Surat. The letter was mean

8 semi-official invitation to the Dutch to send a fleet against
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the Portuguese, the offer of the abandoned property being a
formality.?

This view of the real intention of the Mogul officials is borne out
by a letter written by Nicholas Downton from Surat in November
1614 in the course of which he says that the Governor hath sent to
Masulipatam for the Hollanders to come hither, and promised them
Daman when it is taken from the Portuguese. He alluded to the
hostile disposition of Jahangir to the Portuguese which enmity was
the best guarantee for the good reception of the Dutch. The
Governor found himself in the neighbourhood of the prince and
would take advantage of that to secure a favourable reception to the
Dutch when they came. The very great kindaness with which the
Dutch were treated had however still another reason than the noble
desire of restoring to them these properties and the desire for their
powerful help against the Portuguese. The natives were exposed
to the very real peril of their trade being seriously injured by the
company. Out of vengeance for the treatment which Van Deynsen
had undergone, the Dutch might hinder the voyages of their ships.
The Dutch seem to have even threatened that. And the realization
of this threat had, for the welfare of the city, to be prevented at any
cost. However that be, there appeared in Surat again a favourable
chance for attracting the Dutch. It would be worth the trouble in-
volved in sending competent persons from Coromandel on a journey
of investigation, if it could be found out how far the Governor and Sa-
bandar could make good their promises. Already in the year 1613 the
Semnior factor Pieter Gillis Van Ravesteyn had offered to travel over-
land in the service of the company from Masulipatam to Surat. On
the 10th November 1614, Jan Pieterszoon Coen wrote from
Bantam to the Directors that an order was sent to Coromandel that,
if nothing was done to recover the goods left behind by Van
Deynsen, order should be given for that. On the 26th April 1615, it
was resolved at Masulipatam that Van Ravesteyn, Senior factor, and
Hendrik Adriaensen, assistant on the ship Der Goes, should go over-
land to Surat under the guidance of eight men, On the 5th May ‘an
instruction’ was handed over to them, according to which, they must
immediately on arrival try to trace and recover the goods left behind
and buy clothes for these goods. If the goods were lost or
destroyed, Van Ravesteyn must try to receive indemnification
whether in money or merchandise, which goods he must see sent with
the Guzeratis to Achin or with the English to Bantam. Letters of
recommendation to the most important Muhammadans were givento
him so that his negotiations over the goods left behind might be

* Moreland: Akbar lo Aurangzebe, p. 37.



196 JOURNAL OF THE MADRAS UNIVERSITY

easier. Over the death of Van Deynsen, good information was to be
gathered. Van Ravesteyn must try and secure all possible informa-
tion over the state of Surat and the condition prevailing there. It
would be good for the company to know exactly how it was
governed, and what trade possibilities there were and how far the
influence of the English and the Portuguese stretched. If the
impressions of Van Ravesteyn were so favourable that he found it
advisable to continue, then he must speedily send information abott
it to Coromandel with the assistant Hendrik Adriaensen or any
others. To the governors and sabandars of Surat, Hans de Haze
wrote a Portuguese letter wherein he commended Van Ravesteyn to
their kindness as plenipotentiary of the Dutch, besides promising
help against the enemies of both, i.e. the Portuguese.

And thus provided with all that was needed for the expedition, Van
Ravesteyn departed on the 8th May 1615 on horse on his memor-
able land journey across India. They could speedily know the truth
of the matter. According to the result of this expedition, the
Directors should scrap for ever from the company's books the doubt-
ful pdst of Surat or increase the cargo destined for India proper by
the value of 10,000 reals.

The overland journey of Van Ravesteyn from Masulipatam, so full
of adventure, would, if it were more widely known than it is at
present, surely take a high place among the remarkable achievements
of history. Passing by way of Hyderabad and Aurangabad, and
after various vicissitudes of fortune, Ravesteyn entered the kingdom
of the Great Mogul, and on the 9th June he reached the city of Surat,
the goal of his journey. The Dutchmen took their residence in one
of the houses of the sabandar situated close to the river Tapti.

Van Ravesteyn’s activities in Surat consisted mainly in
efforts to secure the goods left behind by Van Deynsen or their
value. On the 22nd June Van Ravesteyn sent a letter to Mukarra_b
Khan, the Governor of Surat, who had invited them mentioning their
arrival and soliciting his support. His reply received on the 2nd
July was very disappointing. After some compliments, he made it
known that his governorship was over. Therefore they t_:o\ﬂd not
count on his support. Meanwhile, the situation was becoming more
complicated. The Portuguese concluded a tresty with Mukarrab
Khan which was confirmed by Jahangir on the 7th June 1615 wx.th
the view of keeping the English and Dutch out of India.
« Whereas the English and Dutch under the guise of merchants
come to these ports to establish themselves here and make conquests
of the land, and whereas their presence in the neighbourhood of
India would do a great deal of harm to all, it is now agreed that
neither the king Jahangir nor the Viceroy of India shall have any
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commercial relations with aforesaid nations, neither shall they give
them shelter in their ports nor supply them with provisions.’! In July
Van Ravesteyn came to know of this peace. On the 18th
September, this was confirmed by a firman tothe Governor of Surat,
wherein it was mentioned that one of the conditions of peace was
that the Dutch and English might nowhere have a lodge for their
trade. The Sabandar, Kodja Hasan Ali, also told them that the
Portuguese were strong here, while the kingdom of Hindustan had
no fleet and the Dutch came at most with a single ship. At another
time he said that the Dutch and the English were far off, and the
Portuguese, who were close by, could do them much harm. Anyhow,
the clause in the treaty was a proof of the power which the Portuguese
by their fleet could exercise.

On the 14th August there appeared in Surat the new Governor i.e.
Zulfikar Khan appointed by the prince Khurram, son of Jahangir. Five
days later, he entered the town with great state. Van Ravesteyn
applied to him with a piece of velvet and a piece of satin as presents.
He showed him the letters of Mukarrab Khan and Godia Assan Aljj
whereupon the new governor promised to take the side of the Dutch
better than his predecessor had done. Also, the Dutch were assured
that they need entertain no fears for the Portuguese against whom
he would act more vigorously than his predecessor who knew nothing
of the art of war. He, Zulikar Khan, was brought up in the war. He
showed them his shield, bows and arrows, also a chain and coat of
mail and other fittings of a warrior. He further asked for informa-
tion about the manner of waging war in Holland. The interview,
which was friendly enough and lasted two hours, did not bring the
Dutch any nearer their aim Z.e. the recovering of the indebted goods.
Of the promised help, nothing came. ' .

The day after his arrival at Surat Z.¢. on the 20th June, Van Ravas-
teyn waited on the sabandar with whom rested the goods of Van
Deynsen. Speedily with their visit to the sabandar, the Dutch
perceived that however friendly his attitude, he was less prompt in
delivering the goods in question than they might have expected from
his letters. After repeated insistence, they received from him on
the 28th June some old ‘plunderatic’ among which were some
firelocks and further the sum of 1000 Mubmudis. (1 Mabmudi=}.
guilder). The next day, he sent 30 packs of indigo and seme
velvet, all in a very bad condition. With this the Sabandar
considered himself discharged of his obligation. 1f they wished to
have more, they should go to the Khan Khanan in Berhampur, for, on

* Tratados, T, I : Page 189, quoted on page 25 of Danvers’ Report.
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the death of Van Deynsen, the then governor of Guzerat had, in the
name of the Khan Khanan, detained all Dutch goods. The sabandar
was not let off so casily., He had himself admitted having sold
a quantity of lead left behind by Van Deynsen.  After much higgling,
the Sabandar paid 2274 Mahmudis for the lead. This was thought
t? be very low. Van Ravesteyn did not conceal from the Sabandar
his indignation at only a trifle being given him and his being referred
to the Khan Kbanan for the rest. For such a treatment there was
but one explanation possible. The Moors had sent those letters to
the Coromandel only by way of compliment. They did not think
that the Dutch would eventually undertake the dangerous overland
journey. The friendly letters were meant only to protect native
shipping from the attacks of the Company, Instead of the complete
satisfaction which was hoped for, Van Ravesteyn obtained in Surat
finally altogether not more than 16 firelocks, 17 pistols, 6 pieces
lamlet, 75 ells valvet, 18 bottles, 8 lbs. sea horse teeth, 30 packs
indigo, 600 pieces corneban stones which were partly in a very
badly altered state, and some damaged clothing which had
been bored by white ants, besides a sum in cash of 3274 or 3275
Mahmudis.

Besides the sabandar and the Governor, the Dutch entered into
relations with the Khan Khanan who had seized a considerable por-
tion of Van Deynsen’s goods. Two messengers were sent from
Surat without any result. Later it was known that three times a
reply had beendrafted by the Khan Khanan but afterwards they were
torn into pieces. Various estimates were given in these letters of the
value of Van Deynsen’s goods. The first spoke of 2000 Mahmudis,?
the next 3000, the third of 3314, and the fourth 3750 Mahmudis. This
should be paid to the Dutch in Surat. But even this fourth was not
signed. It was clear that Van Ravesteyn would obtain nothing from
the Khan Khanan if he did not undertake the trouble of going person-
ally to Berhampur. He felt deeply indignant at the small amounts
which the above named letters had mentioned. The sabandar had
frequently said that goods to the value of 20,000 Mahmudis had been
sent to Berhampur, While the negotiations had a slow and unfruit-
ful course, he did not waste the time. He sold the velvet, Kamlet
bottles, and sea horse teeth though at less than the normal price. He
made also a journey of exploration in the neighbourhood. He left
Surat on the 24th August, visited Broach and Cambay, and returned
to Surat on the 8th September.

The instructions given by De Haze to Van Ravesteyn at
Masulipatam mentioned what goods must be bought in return

1 Mahmudi was originally equal to § of a rupee (Moreland).
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for the remnant of Van Deynsen for being taken back with
them. All sorts of clothes were desired, for example, the famous
baftas and cannekyns. But, of the large purchase of cloth which they
at Masulipatam expected, but little could be realized owing to the
very small quantity of goods and cash which the sabandar had hand-
ed over to Van Ravesteyn. He did his best with his scanty means
to buy a great many variety of clothes so that he might send
them as samples to Bantam. He made his purchases in Broach and
Surat, partly for the fatherland, partly for the Indies.

In the disturbed condition of the country, people were not safe
against the attacks of robbers and the greed of customs officers ; so it
was thought unsafe to send the recovered and purchased goods over-
land to Masulipatam. Fortunately, a favourable opportunity for
sending goods to Bantam was furnished by the presence of the
English Admiral Keeling who was in charge of the vessel which
brought the famous ambassador Sir Thomas Roe. Soon after the
arrival of the latter, Van Ravesteyn paid him a visit and their mutual
relations were of a friendly nature. This furnished the occasion for the
Dutch to request Keeling with good confidence to carry the recovered
Dutch goods and samples of cloth to Bantam naturally for proper
compensation. The commander was not unwilling. First he tried
to buy the goods, but when he perceived that such was not the idea
of Van Ravesteyn, he agreed to their request. The transit of the
goods to Swally did not take place without much difficulty, for they
had to ask permission at seven or eight places to ship goods. In the
customs house, the goods were assessed at one and a half times their
value, so that Van Ravesteyn had to pay 320 Mamudis more than
they were liable ; goods were brought to Swally partly in boats
and partly on waggons, and were shipped in the English ship the
Dragon—30 packs of indigo, a pack of clothes and a chest with
firelocks and pistols. A letter for Bantam was also given to
Keeling. When the Dutch wanted to pay the freight to the English
Commander of the fleet, the latter excused it. The transport of the
goods, he said, should be a friendly act which they willingly showed
to the Dutch. If such an occasion occurred to them, the Dutch should
also do the same. And thus the goods were actually delivered by
the Dragon at Bantam in May 1616. Such friendliness was little
appreciated by Jan Pieterszoon Coen, the Governor-General, who
feared that, in return for this small convenience, the English would
make large claims for the kindness they showed.

The good understanding between the English and the Dutch in
Surat enabled Van Ravesteyn to enjoy the advantage of perform-
ing his proposed journey to Berhampur in the company of Sir Thomas
Roe. And so he left Suratonthe 9th November 1615 after having
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received, four days before, letters written by the Sabandar, Godia Assan
Ali, to the Khan Khanan and other important persons. They reached
Berhampur on the 24th November. The same day he went to the
court of Khan Khanan where after long waiting he was called in.
He handed over tothe Khan Khanan the letters of Godi Assan Alij
and Mukarrab Khan, besides those of the most important Moors of
Masulipatam. After reading the letters the Khan Khanan said that
the Dutch were welcome, but said nothing further over the subject of the
letters. The principal clerk whom the Dutch called to them said no
Dutch goods had come to his master’s house, and that the Nabob
was not a man who sought other people’s goods. The sabandar
and others had a consignment of Dutch goods, but one of them had
left the place and the other was dead. Thus began the negotiations
which threatened to be even more tardy than at Surat. On the 28th
November, however, the head clerk declared that the Nabob had in
hand 4000 Mamudis of Dutch goods, and that he would speak with his
master over that. On the 30th November, Van Ravesteyn, who, owing
to indisposition, could take no partin further negotiations, sent Hendrik
Adriaensen to the court. The latter learned from the clerk that the
Dutch could receive the 4000 Mahmudis in question if they gave a
written certificate that they had therewith received complete satisfac-
tion, so that the native ships might not again be attacked by the
Company. Hendrik Adriaensen would not however agree to this
proposal, but declared that he was prepared to give a receipt for
the sum actually received. On the 15th December the party left
Berhampur, greatly disappointed.

The return journey to Masulipatam was full of difficulties and of
long duration. While the journey from Masulipatam to Surat lasted
only 42 days, that of Berhampur to Masulipatam took 56 days.
As the straight route was unsafe through the Deccan wars, they went
through Ahmedabad. On the 9th February 1616, the Dutch returned
to Masulipatam after an absence of nine months.

The land journey had not fulfilled its aim. They had by no means
recovered the goods of Van Deynsen or recovered compensation.
But besides this, Van Ravesteyn had been charged to gather, asfar as
possible, information about the condition and conveniences for trade
in the regions round Surat. And this trade was properly performed.
Diligently was information gathered on all that would be of import-
ance for the trade of the company. The result of his investigation,
Van Ravesteyn laid down in a ¢ remonstrantie ’ which should serve as
" -a foundation for consultation whether it was desirable to begin trade
anew at Surat. Inalettertothe Directors at Amsterdam dated the 16th

March 1616 Van Ravesteyn stated that he held it inadvisable to establish-

~ afactory in Surat, In the first place the war in the Moluccas had to
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be energetically carried on and all available resources of the
company should be employed for that purpose. Further, the under-
teking was very difficult as the place was in easy reach of the
Portuguese, and thirdly a factory could not be established without
securing a firman from the Great Mogul, which could be obtained
only with very great trouble. Such a charter, Van Ravesteyn felt,
must ensure the following points:—(1) Religious freedom. (2) Favour-
able conditions regarding toll. (3) Goods should not lie in bankshall
lest haif of them should be stolen. (4) Freedom of trade with whom-
soever they liked, unmolested by the governor. (5) Guarantee against
the Governor appropriating any portion of the merchandise on the
protest that it was for the king’s use. (6) Provision of a suitable
place as a lodge. (7) Provision of boats and carts to the Dutch for
proper payment when they lay at the harbour. (8) Goods should not
be sold to the natives on credit, for experience had taught them how
much bad debts would swell up. (9) When any Dutchman died, his
goods should not be claimed by the king. They did not belong to
the king, but to the company. Thus the result! of Van Ravesteyn’s
celebrated overland journey was that, besides an extensive report
about the opportunities of trade, he had received some goods estimated
at 3048 guilders. Hans De Haze proposed that, as they had been.
defrauded by the Khan Khanan who must have had 20,000 guilders
worth of Dutch goods and yet offered only 4,000 Mahmudis, they
should offer violence both for the money and for the death of David

Excellency Maurice of Nassau etc,.etc. on the one side, and the.
illustrious high born Kaiser of Malabar, King of Calicut, on the other
side, :

Firstly :? Hig Princelike Excellency shall have for his snboiﬁmtec
at Calicut a place for constructing a stone house fqr' kaep;ng

* Madleod, Vol. 1, p. 199, R
% The conttracta Nos. 24 and 26 i ﬁ'm s 44 thia contract’ tre appumxﬁy‘
made on & fixed model, P :
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ammunition of war, gunpowder, bullets, torches, anchors, cables
and all other merchandise safe from incendiaries, thieves and
other mishaps. Further we, Hollanders, Zeelanders and all others
trading for the General Company shall be bound to pay 2 per
cent on all goods and merchandise that are landed or loaded
here: it being well understood that what has been paid for
once shall not again be taxed. Also money, rice, and other neces-
saries for the house shall not be taxed. The Zamorin shall not have
power to permit any Portuguese live or trade at Calicut but on the
contrary shall forbid them as our Hollanders are residing there. No
man on either side shall have power to raise any dispute or argu-
ment on religious questions. If any one is caught ina wrong deed
by the Zamorin or in his land, he shall be kept by the Zamorin to be
delivered into the hands of our nation. All merchants sha}l have
power to treat with us in buying and selling all n}erchandxse and
goods without any one forbidding them, The Zar.norm shall. not ?ave
power to permit any European nation not permitted by His prince-
like Excellency to trade here. We also promise on behalf of the
General Company to the Zamorin that if he desires to order any
goods, artillery, ammunition of war or other rarities from our lands,
we shall be bound to bring them at the first opportunity for which the
Zamorin shall be bound to pay its cost in our land. We Hollanders
and Zeelanders shall also have power to cut wood and fetch water
in the Kaiser's land without being forbidden by the Kaiser or any
one else. All which, we agree on behalf of the General Company,
never more to break as truly as God Almighty must help us.

(Note.~This document is not dated and perhaps was only a draft.)

APPENDIX No. 2.

DurcH ACTIVITIES AT MASULIPATAM, 1615--16

Letter of Lucas and Antheunis of Masulipatam to Sir Thomas
Roe, dated the 1st and 15th February mentions the following
facts:—

There arrived out of Holland a ship named the Whilebear
which brought 40,000 reals in money. In the company of two or
three pinnaces and frigates, which they manned out of the fort of
Pulicat, where they always kept above 80 soldiers, the ship sailed
‘under Ceylon’ to welcome their ‘friends’ (ironical!) the Portu.
guese who came from Bengal, Tennasserim and other places. The
English writer was satisfied that the Dutch were resolved to send the
ship back to Holland, having provision there of about 800 farthells
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of white yarn, of percalles, moores, Sallempories and other white
cloth and shashes (turban cloth) for Barbary, 16 covatts long, 100
fathels of indigo of diverse sorts and 1,000 chuls; provided with
these and with what they could purchase more, the Dutch had the
means to send the ships to Holland. The Dutch purchases adversely
affected the English who had come late. Says Antheunis ¢ I fear
1 shall get but small quantity this year, the time being so far passed
by coming too late and the best bought up by the Dutch’. The
Dutch had great capital employed both at Masulipatam and
Petapoeli.

The Dutch had always to fear the attacks of the Portuguese.
‘ Here is certain news’ says Lucas Antheunis * sent from Pulicat four
Dutch miles from San Thome where the Dutch have a fort furnished
with 130 or 140 soldiers, that the Portugal arm themselves as well in
San Thome as Negapatam with 1,500 or 2,000 soldiers for a certain
exploit. It is much feared their designs aim at the Dutch fort
named Geldria.’

The resolutions of the English ships in Singapore, dated the
14th Januvary 1615 and signed by Lucas Anthoneus and five others
throw much light on the nature of the Dutch activities at Masuli-
patam. The Dutch it is stated had purchased up in the country
reasonable quantities of indigo and at very cheap rates. The
English were always anxious lest the Dutch should engross
the whole trade, and were devising means that the Dutch might in
no way exceed or circumvent their proceedings.

APPENDIX No. 3.

TrrATY WitHE THE NAYAE OF KARNATARA
(Heeres : Corpus Diplomaticum Neerlando Indicum, Pages 100-10¢)

v

( TRANSLATION)

Agreement and contract made by the Director Wember Van
Bergen on behalf of the Honourable the abovementioned States
General and His Princelike Excellency Maurice of Nassau, ete.
and on the authority of the honourable Pieter Both, Governor-General
over the Dutch Indies on the one side and the illustrions High Born
King named Vencata Pathi Raija Lou king of the lands Carnatijos,
Sinruasina Patij and many other noble lords on the other side and
that for eternal and unbreakable—this 12th of December, 4.p, 1612
in Vellore. . :
As the Portugtiese of 8an Thome on the 9th Janusry this year
have rased the head factory at Pulicat desctibed above and
plundered the company’s goods, killed some of the people and took
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with them to San Thome as prisoners the Senior merchant Adolff
Thomaszoon and the rest, it has become necessary to enter into a
fresh agreement with the abovenamed king as follows :—

Firstly the king shall permit the queen named Obayama to
build at her own cost the fortress begun at the abovenamed
Pulicat, and make it completed and keep it with her people.
She shall be bound to hand over every evening the keys of the
gate into our hands so that the same may be handed over in
the morning to the porter placed there besides our people whom
we shall set to open the above said gates and to close in the
evening. Further we shall have to our use the half of the
abovenamed fort. There His Princelike Excellency shall have power
according to his pleasure to have a stone house for protecting all
ammunition of war, gun powder, lead, bullet, londt (?), anchors, ropes,
sails and all other merchandise from fire, rovers, thieves and such

other misfortunes. )
Further, the king promises to the Director abovenamed to cause

to be delivered in our hands, our people taken prisoners at Pulicat by
the Portuguese in his lands, and besides that to get our goods taken
by the Portuguese restored. _

Further shall we, Hollanders and Zeelanders and all who do busi-
ness here on behalf of the General Company be bound to pay for all
the goods and merchandise which shall be alighted here 1} per cent.
and that loaded here 2 per cent well understanding that what once is
paid for shall not be taxed again. Also money, rice and other
necessaries for the house shall not be taxed.

The king shall not permit any Portuguese to dwell or trade in
Palleacatta, but on the contrary forbid them.

Nobody on either side shall be allowed to raise any question, argu-

ment or dispute about religion.

1f anybody does any harm to them with the king or in his land,
the king shall be bound to hand them to the hands of our nation.

Further all persons and merchants shall be permitted to trade with
us, buy and sell all merchandise and goods without anybody being
forbidden.

All dyers and weavers who shall enter into any obligation with the
Director or Captain here of dyeing any clothes or delivering any
ducks shall be compelled to fulfil them, and in case of default the
Captain who is living here shall have power to attack and place them
in shackles, and the king shall be bound to expedite the matter and
make them act according to their engagements.

Also the king shall not have power to permit any European nation
. that does not bring the papers from His Princelike Excellency to
tsade here, : S
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Also we promise on behalf of the General Company to offer to the
king any goods, guns, ammunition of war or other toys desired from
our lands. We shall be bound to bring them at the first opportunity
and for this the king shall be bound to pay according to what it has
cost in our lands.

Also shall we have power, on the roads of Palliacatta, San Thome
and all other harbours and places of the abovenamed king to damage,
attack, and make use of all hostilities on the Portuguese ships and
goods without the least contradiction or any impediment or logs being
done to us. Regarding the truce made by the king of Spain with
the above mentioned, the Right Worshipful States and His Princelike
Excellency, the abovenamed Portuguese and Spaniards did not
follow the agreement but on the contrary are the violators and
breakers of the truce, .

All the ships that sailed from here to other places shall sail with
passport of the Director or the Captain and our nation shall not have
the power todo any harm.

And as the above written Palliacatta is situated far from the king,
we hereby promise that we shall besides be under the protection of
Jageragie who shall protect us in all difficulties and accidental
occutrences against all evilly disposed persons or enemies who with
violence or artifices wished to hinder us regarding which the above
said Jageragie shall give us his kaul for our security and tranquillity.

All which above written contract I Venkata Pathi Raje Alou, king
bf the lands of Carnatica, Sinruassijna, Patij and more other princi-
palities ( ? Manors) promise never more to break. This I swear by
my god Perumal. I Wember Van Bergen, Director and contracting
party on behalf of the General East India Company, promise never
more to break it.

APPENDIX No. 4.
ExrrLANATION of TrCcENICAL TERMS.

Bafla=Calico of rather better texture than dhoti. (Moreland, p. 55).
Kafila= Coasting fleets. (Moreland, p. 35).

1 Last (of rice)=3,270 1 avoirdupois.

Sampan=A kind of small boat or skiff (Hobson Jobson).
Pecul =133} . avoir.

Bahar=23 peculs or 400 1. avoir.

1 Candy =500 .

1 Last (measurement)==120 cu. ft.

1 Guilder=§ of a rupee.

1 Makmudi=% of a rupee.

1 Rial of Eight=two rupees.



REVIEWS

SELECTIONS FROM THE PESHWA DAFTAR.
21. BALAJIRAO PESHWA AND EVENTS IN THE
NORTH 1741-1761. Editor—Mr. G. S. Sardesai, B.A.,
Government Central Press, Bombay, 1932. Price Rs. 3-8 or
6s. (9§x6, 3, 221 pp.)

Mr. Sardesai, the indefatigable editor of the Peshwa Daftar,
continues to do his useful work, and the volume before us
embodies a selection of letters bearing on the eventful reign of
Balajirao Peshwa dand the Maratha enterprises in the north
from 1741-1761 A. D. These extracts are in the original
Marathi with brief summaries in English, so brief that they
often seem to fall short of their purpose, which is obviously
to convey to the readers, ignorant of the Marathi language,
the meaning of the original.

It is remarkable that the new materials here presented go
to confirm in many important details the narratives of the
classical writers on Maratha history like Grant Duff. In parti-
cular they throw welcome light on the battle of Panipat and
enable us to say at length with tolerable certainty that the
Maratha reverses were due no less to the mutual jealousy and
the irreconcilable differences between Holkar and Sindia, the
two ablest generals of the Peshwa, than to the superior
prowess and the organising skill of the enemy. A letter of
1746 gives us a clue to the beginning of the dispute between
these two generals, while that of 1760 pravides indisputable
. evidence of the hatred they bore each other, which made
Malharrao Holkar not to march to Sindia’s assistance, when
the latter was hard pressed by the combined forces of the
Abdali and the Rohillas (Nos. 15 and 177).

The letters published in this volume are also important
from the point of view of the general history of India inasmuch
as they afford excellent glimpses of the condition of the .
country during this period, It is appalling to find Raj-
putana, the land of heroes, torn into a thousand rival
factions, ‘a veritable field of battle between crows and
kites.” A news letter of 17th July, 1754 shows by implication
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the decline and the impending doom of the Mughal Empire,
and the Emperor reduced to the position of a mere puppet in
the hands of the Marathas. (No. 60).

From 1756 onwards the gaze of the spectator is concentrated
on Ahmedshah Abdali and his Pathan hordes, and one wit-
nesses repeated invasions of a predatory nature from the
north-west frontier. The North Indian powers, sick at heart
of the supremacy of the overbearing Marathas, make common
cause with the invader. A letter dated 14th March, 1760
speaks of the Maratha helplessness and their abandonment of
the traditional guerilla tactics, as they find the Abdali a past-
master in this kind of warfare (No. 188). ‘Only a well-
trained army’, says the writer of this letter, ‘equipped v:r,ith
powerful artillery can hope to succeed against this enemy .

The volume is handsomely got-up and the work of editing
but for the defect pointed out above, appears to be well

executed.
G. M. MORAES.

THE WORLD ECONOMIC SURVEY 1931-31. Pub-
lished by the League of Nations, 1932. George Allen and
Unwin. 6s. ‘

In September 1930 the Assembly of the League of Nations,
anticipating that the economic slump would not be of short
duration, authorized the preparation by the League of Nations
Economic Intelligence Service of a ‘World Economic Sur-
vey’. The first issue of this survey, which deals mainly with
the last three vears, but also contains a summary of the econo-
mic developments since the war, has just been published and
will undoubtedly he the most important preparatory volume
for the forthcoming World Economic Conference.

In the preliminary summary special emphasis is laid on
various factors, such as the development of scientific and
technical progress and the opening of the Panama Canal in
1913, which would have faced the world with difficult economic
problems even had there been no war to complicate them.
There is, for instance, the obvious tendency towards the stabili-

zation of the population of Western Europe and the rapid in-
crease of population in areas—especially in Eastern Europe— .
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where the utilisation of agricultural and mineral resources has
hitherto been backward. This has led, especially since the
war, to ‘a marked shift of industry’ from former industrial
areas in Western Europe towards the markets themselves.
‘The change has been rendered all the more possible by the
fact that industry is no longer so dependent upon proximity
to coal supplies—a feature, of course, which greatly affects
people in this country. ‘The world production of coal remains
at about the same level as before the war; but the production
of other sources of power has increased greatly’. More than
three and a half times as much petroleum was produced in 1930
as in 1913. In summing up the shift of industry the author
points out that the population of several counties around London
has increased by some 20 to 30 per cent though the average
for Great Britain as a whole is less than 6 per cent.

Great importance is attached to the obstacles now placed
in the way of emigration, which was declining before the war
but which, for political purposes, has now come almost to a
standstill. Presumably it is partly responsible for the increase,
already referred to, of the peasant populations in Eastern
Europe. In the present depression Australia and New Zealand
‘have registered actual losses of population by net emigration’.
‘It is clear that migration restrictions should be included among
the many ways in which, in the post-war period, almost all
governments have interfered with the free play of economic
forces.

This weighty work has been prepared by Mr. J. B.
Condliffe, formerly Professor of Economics at Canterbury
College, New Zealand, and later at the University of
Michigan, U.S.A. Besides giving a detailed account of the
economic crisis and the consequent destruction of finance,,
banking and labour conditions, the book ends with a review
of the various proposals, national and international, for the
solution of our present economic difficulties, and in the final
paragraph ‘a note of cautious optimism is sounded’.

The chief value of the Survey is that it provides in a single
brief and readable volume a bird’s-eye view of economic deve-
lopments in the world as a whole. Illustrations are drawn
from different countries or groups of countries, but the des-

~ cription throughout is of world problems and world tendencies.

12
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The Survey is illustrated by a considerable number of
maps and diagrams including a series of maps showing the
growth of the world’s population, and an elaborate diagram
illustrating the course of the depression quarter by quarter in
35 different countries. While statistics are sparingly used
merely to illustrate the argument, the Survey contains a great
many considered statistical estimates not available elsewhere.

P.]J. T.
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10.

11.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE MADRAS

UNIVERSITY

(Text-books, Calendars and Question Papers have been omitied.)

Name of Publication

Some South Indian Villages,
by Dr, G. Slater. Avaﬂable at the Oxford Univer-

sity Press, Madras each
Sources of Vizianagar History,

by Dr. S. Krishnaswami Ayyangar. Available
from the Superintendent, Govt. Press, Mount

Road, Madras... each
Dravidic Studles (available from the Superintendent,
Govt. Press, Mount Road, Madras)

Volume I
Volume II
Volume III
Bound Vols, I-111

History of Sri Vaishnavas,
by Mr. R. Gopinatha Rao

Psychological Tests of Mental Abllltles.
by Dr. A. S. Woodburne
The Nayaks of Madura,

by Mr. R. Satyanatha Ayyar.

Available at the
Oxford University Press, Madras

TO BE HAD OF MESSRS.

COOMARASWAMI NAIDU & SONS, GEORGE
MADRAS

A Study of the Optical Properties of Potassium

vapour,
by Dr. A. L. Narayan .-
Absorption Spectra and their pearing on the struc-
ture of atoms and molecules,
by Dr. A. L. Narayan
Invemgatlons on the molecular scattering of llght,
by Dr. K. XK. Ramanathan
The Kavari, the Mukari and the Sangam Age,
by Mr. T. G. Aravamudan ..

Price
RS A P

500

SCOTO

(=]
—
[~
[

TOWN,

112 ¢

0 80

112 0

Dravidic Studies—No, IV on the Octaval System '

of Reckoning in India,
by Dr, Mark Collins "

13

012 0



University Publications—(continued.)
Name of Publication

12. Stone Age in India,
by Mr. P.T. Srinivasa Aiyangar, M.A,

13. Anatomical and Taxonomic Studies of some Indian
fresh and Amphibious Gastropods,
by Mr. H. Srinivasa Rao, M.A., D.sc,

14. India through the Ages,
by Dr. Jadunath Sirkar, M.A., Ph.D.

15. Political Theory of the Govt. of India,
by Mr. M. Ruthnaswami, M.A., C.LE.

16. Ante-natal, Natal, Neo.natal mortality of infants,
by Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, M.D.,
L.R.C.P,

17. History of Pallavas,
by Mr. R, Gopalan, M.A. ...

18. Industrial Welfare in Indla,
by Mr. P. S. Lokanathan, M.A,

This is a critical study of the work and achievement of
the three great agencies of the workers’ welfare—the State, the
employer and organized labour. The first part deals with
industrial legislation and the second describes the Welfare Work
carried on by the emvloyers, emphasis being laid on the need for
a new orientation in the relationship between the employers and
workers. In the third part a history of the Trade Union Movement

is given.
19. Critlcal Survey of the Malayalam Language and

Literature ., .
20. Records of the Indian Museum, Vol. XXXI, Part I,
by Mr. K. S. Padmanabha Ayyar ...

21. Restricted Relativity,
by the Rev. D. Ferroli, s.J., D.SC.

22, Kuchalavirtham and Krishnavilasam,

by Mr. C. Achuyata Menon, B.A.
23. Hindu Administrative Institutions,
by Mr. V. R. R. Dikshitar "ee een

24, Tamil Sangam Age,
by Mahamahopadhyaya S, Swaminatha Ayyar ...

25, Agastiya in the Tamil Land,

by Mr, Sivaraj Pillai, B.A.
26, Purananutrin Palamal,
by Mr. K. N. Sivaraj Pillai, B.A,

?7. Rasa and Dhvani,
; . W Dtu A. Smkmn, M’ Ph,D. oy et

Price
Rs A

10

112

112

P

0

P4

40, Hindu Administrative Institutions in S. India,
.41, Maarlyan Polity, S
42, Stadies in Cola History and Administration

- -43. Historical Inscriptions in S, ludla,
N by Robert Sewell. Ed. by Dr. S. K.

University Publications—(contsnued.)

Name of Publication ' Price

Rs A
28. Sivadvaita Nirnaya, . S P
by Mr. S. S. Suryanarayana Sastri, M.A., BSC. ... 2 8 0

In this work, Srikantha’s commentary is analysed and con.
sidered in great detail. The work is published critically with a
translation, introduction, and notes in English.

29, Sivadvaita of Srikanta,

by Mr. S. S, Suryanarayana Sastri \5/0 0 ,
A critical exposition of the philosophy of Srikantha, other. j &

wise known as Nilakantha Sivacarya, the author of a Saiva com- W
mentary on the Vedanta Sutras. The first chapter determines - >
Srikantha to be possibly a contemi)ora.ry of Ramanuja. Chapters /l; w h
1I-IV give an account of his philosophy, under the heads of ).
Preliminaries, Criticism of Rival Theories, Brahman, the Jiva, {\{9
and Release, The last chapter is an estimate.

30, Taittirlya Pratisakhya,

_ by Pandit V. Venkatarama Sharma ,.. .. 200
31. Essay on the Origin of South Indian Temple,
by Dr. N. Venkataramanayya w 1 80
32, Samkhya Karlka,
- by Mr. S. S. Suryanarayana Sastri ... w 2 00
' 33 Inilian Currency System, 1835-1926,
by Sir J. C. Coyajee . ... W 5 00
- 34, Political Theory of Imperialism, ‘
by Prof. K. Zachariah ... ... 080
. 35, Vishnu Puranam, \ \
Ed. by Mr. K. Ramakrishniah . 180
36. Kavirajamarga
Ed. by Mr. A.’Venkata Rao .. 1 80
7. Spotasiddi ) A
. 3 !:):; Mr. S. K. Ramanatha Sastri e 300
",;’ 38. Problems of World Economy, E
) v ‘by PrOf. Vo Gn Kﬂle Y Y eos 2 0 o ’ '
' 39, Lingannsasana, L :
by Pandit V., Venkatarama Sastri ... “w 1 80

~ by Dr. S, K. Aiyangar

by Mr. V. R. R. Dikshitar . .

by Mr. K. Nilakamnta Sastri



University Publications—(conc/uded.)

Name of Publication

Tamil Lexicon :

Vol. I—Part I
» ”» II
" v 111

Vol. II—=Part 1
12] " II
” ” III

Vol. II—Part IV and

Vol. III—Part II

" » I
” 11) IV
Vol. J[V—~Part I
" w II

Vol. III—Part 1

Norr,—Copies can be had
(a) Students of Colleges, High Schools and Oriental

Institutions ;

Price

Rs A P

res

0NN NN N &

.. 2
at half the marked price by :

oo oo O0COCOCOOCCO

OO OO0 O0COOO0OO0OO0CO O

(4) Members of the staff of Secondary and High Scghools ;

(¢) Pandits employed in Colleges provided that the appli-
cations are made through the heads of the respective

institutions,



	Image00098
	Image00099
	Image00100
	Image00101
	Image00102
	Image00103
	Image00104
	Image00105
	Image00106
	Image00107
	Image00108
	Image00109
	Image00110
	Image00111
	Image00112
	Image00113
	Image00114
	Image00115
	Image00116
	Image00117
	Image00118
	Image00119
	Image00120
	Image00121
	Image00122
	Image00123
	Image00124
	Image00125
	Image00126
	Image00127
	Image00128
	Image00129
	Image00130
	Image00131
	Image00132
	Image00133
	Image00134
	Image00135
	Image00136
	Image00137
	Image00138
	Image00139
	Image00140
	Image00141
	Image00142
	Image00143
	Image00144
	Image00145
	Image00146
	Image00147
	Image00148
	Image00149
	Image00150
	Image00151
	Image00152
	Image00153
	Image00154
	Image00155
	Image00156
	Image00157
	Image00158
	Image00159
	Image00160
	Image00161
	Image00162
	Image00163
	Image00164
	Image00165
	Image00166
	Image00167
	Image00168
	Image00169
	Image00170
	Image00171
	Image00172
	Image00173
	Image00174
	Image00175
	Image00176
	Image00177
	Image00178
	Image00179
	Image00180
	Image00181
	Image00182
	Image00183
	Image00184
	Image00185
	Image00186
	Image00187

