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THE RELIGIOUS VALUE lN SOCIAL WORK.
, RaMa DASA,

That which- we call relxglon is really the science of human hfe. Itis
the study of - the composition of the human personality, and of the re-
action of human personality to its environment. The study is made with
a view to ascertaining the line of man’s growth and _progress. All the
religions of the world have certain elements in common, They assume a
purposiveness for human life. They investigate the relation of the pheno.
mena.and forces of nature to man. Some religions build their scheme on a
single span of human life followed by an etarnal residenca in another world.

- Other religions envisage an endless series of lives with intervale of residence
in other worlds. Some religions contemplata the world process a8 imper-
sonal while others assume the existence of a personal God. " All religions
accept the principle of individual responslbxlxty with. limitations, They :
acoept also the law of moral justice. '‘ As a man sows so will he reap.”
_All religions endow human beings with the liberty to chooss between
various forms of response.to his environment and the obligation to accept
the consequences of such choice. All religions direct human . life:on
“the basis that a human being can by his conduct in the presentigfo\émure
* his well being in the future, whether that future be in anothan “world or
in another life'in the physical world. ’

It is of the essence of religion that it should undertake t6 guide man
to better life. All religions therefore promise a better future to those
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who follow their injunctions. All religions have a scheme of human

evolution whether related to a personal God or no. All of them assume

a definite direction in the world process, and the existence of a Power and
of Beings helping those whose lives are in consonance with the trend of
that process. All religions have methods for affiliating human beings to
God and to one another, and for attracting and using imperfectly under-
stood forces for securing good living conditions in this world and in the
next. In every religion there is a Theology or the science of Divinity, a
ritual or method of using Divine Power for human betterment, and an
ethic or body of rules guiding man in his dealings with his brethren.
Within these eslementary outlines there are infinite varieties of detail,
There are certain main lines of difference depending upon time, place,
racial features and historio accidents, between the various religions of the
world. Indeed we shall not be wrong in thinking that each human being
has his or her own path of development,.

There is this distinguishing feature about Hinduism that it purports
to be more comprehensive and detailed in its concepts and precepts than
other religions. Hinduism has a frame work which transcends the
ordinary scheme of a single physical life followed by an eternal future
depending upon man's conduct in that life. It assumes a complex orga-
nisation in the human personality and differences among human beings
based on differences in this organisation. While postulating general
rules of conduct for the development and growth of all human beings, it
enjoins special rules on those who seek to adopt & course of accelerated
progress. Its leaders have sought to probe and to explore wider and
deeper into the world process and to utilise the discoveries of such adven-

ture for the guidance of every day life with an attention to details un-

rivalled by other systems, ~

Along with other religions Hinduism has shared the advantages and
disabilities of an excessive emphasis on a future existence and the result-
ing neglect of physical conditions, This emphasis has blunted the per-
ception of men to the anomalies that have grown up in course of time

and to the unbridged gulf between theory and practice. Instead of-

arousing a determination to continuously change physical conditions from
good to better, it has helped men to allow things to drift steadily from

bad to worse. By enabling men to rationalise their sufferings as inevi- -

table and settled features of physical life, it has deprived them of the
initiative,lenterprise, and adventure which are an inseparable part of the
religious stimulus, It has encouraged the practice of textual approach to

o
XS
1932] THE BHARATA DHARMA /\ 6
the problems of life. It has generated indifference to the tremendous
econorhic and social changes that the passage of time has brought about.

"It has produced an undesirable isolation of the individual, and bred in

him a desire to * escape’ for and by himself from a world of ‘evil’ which
is doomed to destruction. _

What we need more than all other things is a shifting of the
focus of our effort to the present time and to the physical world. This
shifting has become imperative by the intolerable physical conditions to
which we have drifted to-day. These conditions make some of our old
religious invocations and form'ulae almost a farce. It is time that we
oultivated and practised the faith thata clean, healthy and cultured life
is part of the general heritage of humanity and that the endeavour to
secure such a life is primarily a religious endeavour. This by no means
implies that we are to ignore higher values. It does not compel us to
surrender the things that make for the accumulation of merit for the
future about which Hinduism is 8o particular, Nor does it involve the
abdication of the ideal of ultimate liberation dear to the heart of all
Hindus. ‘ ~

A more satisfactory re-ordering of physical life may even be said to
be a religious duty. It is impossible to construct a °‘spiritual * life—if
there is such a separate structure—on deficient physical foundations.

. Spiritual life comprehends both the prescnt and the future. It includes

physical as well as guper-p{JYSiOal values. The labour,'thought and

* sacrifics that social effort entails, the suffering, devotion and persistence

that it involves, the abiding love of humanity that it calls forth, and the
faith in the triumph of right that it stimulates are eolements that go to
bulld up & better po reonality. The creation of<deoent living conditions
for those to whom it is now denied, and the provision of normal chances
of self-expression to those to whom sooial conditions have become a cruel
agenoy for repression, constitute active co-operation with the Divine
laws of social evolution. In a country where the invocation of Divine
intervention for securing physical well-being has been sanctified by reli-
gious tradition, the active service of man must be considered to be a path

.of approach to God.

R
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THE LATE RAO SAHIB C. RAMASWAMY IYFNGAR, B. A;
: (Kaiser-i-hind Medalist.)
A TRUE WORKER OF WEAL

By
MR. V. C. SESHACHARIAR,

The curtain has fallen over the earthly career of Mr. Ramaswami
lyengar, known more popularly as Ramu, to his very large circle of
many friends and more loving admirers. Kolathur, better known as
Kayar-Kolathur in the Chingleput talug, claims to have the honour of
being his birth-place, which he loved intensely, and by mere dint of pre-
monition he paid a flying visit to his native home, only a fortnight back
in the company of some good friends. The very stars which presided at
the moment of his birth destined for him a career of supreme sacrifice
and service in the latter portion of his nobje and exalted life,

' e which will
ever shine as a brilliant example of Mother India's high-souled sons
whose time and talents were laid at the altar of the Temple of

Humanity.

Young Ramu received his early school education in. the Native High
School. Mylapore, which was founded and sponsored by his first oousin
the late much lamented Sir V.C. Desikachariar of local fame and repute.
He was one of the first batch of Matriculates from that institution and
* for his collegiate education, the Presidency College, Madras, claimed to
be his alma mater. He was fond of sports
not to speak of the regular physical exercises taught by the Indian
School of Gymnastics, all of which combined to give young Ramu a well~
proportioned and attractive physical body and features. From his very
early years, being sweet and suave by nature and kind and courteous by
temperament he was the most beloved of all his friends and relations, who
ever cited him as an example for al] young men to copy and follow’

After graduating in Arts from the Presidency Coliege, Mad;as in
which institution, he was the fortunate recipient of a soholarship' in
successive years, his first appointment was as a Clerk in the D, P ’W
Secretariat under Sir Francis Spring, to whose kind notice h'e .wa;
brought on the recommendation of the Late 8ir V. Bhashyam Iyengar
After some years of faithful servige therein, he joined the Office of th;
Chief Inspector of Railways, Madras, where by his unremitting devotion
and t?;orogghness of work, he attained the position of trusted Manager
and. won“the esteem and confidence of several sucoessive European

and tennis and swimming,

*
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Officers who never made a secret of their high appreciation of his work
and worth. He owned a dauntless courage and ready resourcefulness
in a remarkable degree and as an instance, his attémpt to rescue his
beloved comrade and friend the late Mr. K. Varadachariar, at the sight
of his heing drawn away by the cruel sea-waves at the Mylapore Beach,
even to the point of his own life being endangered, is well worthy of
being chronicled. )
He imbibed a thorough habit of orderliness, and powers of organisa-
tion and discipline from his first cousin the late Sir V. C. Desikachariar
and his religious and spiritual fervour from his other cousin, whom it is
unnecessary to mention by name.* .
In February 1897, when the late Revered Swami Vivekananda  of
immortal fame paid his visit to Madras, before he set sail for America,
to attend the Parliament of Religions, the window of young Ramu’s soul
which stood closed till then, opened itself to the light of the Swami's un-
matched eloquence and unsurpassed fervour. His attachment to the Sri
Ramakrishna Mission, among whose prominent local activities the
Students’ Home i8 a conspicuous example, grew and flourished ever.gince.
then ; and until the last day of his life he continued to be the aenergetic
Honorary Secretary of this splendid institutian. 1t is now a -maftter of
public recognition that the glowing history of this great institution is
likewise the history of the later life of Mr. Ramaswami Iyengar. He
was a well read man end a fine English Scholar. He was . fond
of Srimad Ramayana and Sri Bhagavad Gite and all his leisure
moments were occupied in the recitation of important and soul-stirring
verses from these two sacred works. The magnificent success _DOW
attained by the Home is the offspring of the joint uneparing exertions of,
the Rao Sahib and his younger cousin Rao Bahadur O. Ramanujachariar:
whose names will go down in the pages of history as types-of brothers.
united in aspiration, effort and achievement, in the cause of National
Education, planned on the ancient excellent Gurukula system of historic
repute. The strong body of Mr. Ramu received its first rude shack by an:
attack of paralysis some years back, from the threatening jaws of whigh-

"he was pulled out by the timely kind attention and careful tending of:

' that Prinoce among Indian Doctors, our well-famed Dr. 8. Rangacheriar

~ who treated with fraternal love and affection and saved and spared him.
"> in comparative vigous for these several years. =~ .

At

After attending the meeting of the Committee of the. Home on .
* [Mr. ¥. C. Seshachariar, £d,} :



2 THE BHARATA DHARMA {JoLy

Wednesday afternoon the 15th of June for the
students, a cruel stroke of paralysis fell u
that in a few minutes,

admission of fresh
pon his body with the result
Mr. Ramu was deprived of his consciousness ; and
he breathed his last and hig noble soul took its flight with oelestial wings
to its Divine Home when the clock showed 8-50 p. m. on Friday the 17th
of June, in the premises of the Home in its tranquil atmosphere, where
the very air was resonant with the peace-chants from the Vedas and the
Upanishads rocited in chorus by his most affectionate students and thelr

teachers in the large company of his admiring friende and aff.

ectionate
kith and kin, all of whom gathered strong by his bed-side and remained
in a prayerful attitude,

wishing the noble soul a smooth passage Heaven-
ward and a speedy return to the sphere of work dearly loved by it,

He had a unique charm of personality that attracted and retained the
affection and regard of those with whom he

With the many gifts of character that fr
combined an unobtrusiveness and a true
his achievements. Those who came near
lived for a noble cause,
and in kind, His e
approach to his work
connected with the H
The appeal of such a

came into contact even once.
uotify in a dedicated life he
humility that added lustre to
him felt that here was one who
and were stimulated to bless that cause in spirit
nthusiasm though subdued was infectious, His
and his daily fulfilment of the exacting obligations
Ome were an object lesson to all public workers,

life to the heart and imagination of .the country is
bound to be dynamic. The achievements of his life are a revelation of

the potentialities that await us to-day in the field of Voluntary Work,
Given the man and the cauge the odds are one to ten that the cause will
languish. It is a favourite taying with Gandhiji that few deserving

causes will languish for want of support though they may languish for

want of the right type of men., Mr, Ramaswamy Aiyangar's life is ‘g
complete justification of that saying,

Those who have followed the growth of the institution with whioh his
name js inseparably aseociated in their

A in its betterm

xpanding in the mind of those whose thought
ment, In two decadeg they have

!
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ance and demonstrated the many successful possibilitie.s .that awst.it ta
public worker endowed with the proper equiprpent a,nd. willing to ded.xca (;
his life to the cause. Long may his name live grem.1 in the. me.mones o
the men and women of this country and long may'hls' work inspire others
‘to take heart again’ and to ‘go forth and do likewise!

. st

(An Adult Education Centre.) |
THE KOUMARAGURUKULAM MANNARGUDL
, RAO SAHIB 8. V. KANAGASABAI PILLAL

(Continued from page 64 of Vol. X.) R
3. Books seledted are generally of less than. 100 pages ;n ::;1; ?
language and bold type. Novels are found to be in greait.;:r 1:1 ™ T(;
special selections of novels are made to prevent unh.ealthy itera - . o
divert the taste for novels, biographies are st}pphed. The nu@ e: y
biographies we have are about one and hal_f times thg.t of the lnl: ew:
Books on Religion are fairly well represented ; books .on’ generaL.bnor
ledge and sanitation are in a fair number. At the umts.i whesfrell .1 r:hy
service is being availed of, there is reported an appreciable fall in the
8.

play:t (;)rsula.r lectures are usually begun at 6-30 p. ml., ::mnf :::
villagers return home with gramaphone plates and gradually . e Afte;
young and old, men and women, surround and squat ?.roun ;ed o
about a dozen plates have run, the magic lantern show 1.s sta.: . .
the typical Hindu style, the slide of God Ganapathy is put on 1:;1
invoked when the audience is Hindu. About dozen Ramayanam slides
follow ; the stories and their morals are explained. Thfan abgut a dozen
slides of physiology and sanitation are exhibited dra\?vmg special atte;-
tion to personal, home and village health.' A few slides of geograp1 ¥y
and of great men finish the exhibition. Generally a talk on a popu a;,
subject follows and the business is closed at about 9 p. m. 35 suc

.exhibitions and lectures were given during this period of six months,

. Scheme of Operations.

. Though there are various ways of developing Adult Education our

sexvice will be limited to 12 miles radius around Mannargudi, and to the

following for the present :—'

(1) Touring Library will.go round fo the village umts and"distribute
books and deliver popular lectures inoludfng xram‘aphoqe ‘gdngs and
magic lantern shows, : o v
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(2) Free Reading Rooms are to be opened at the village units with
News-papers and magazines obtained locally and otherwise and two
members are to read them in public for the benefit of the illiterate at g
specified place and hour for as many days as possible.

(3) Branch Libraries are to be opened for such village units as those
who pay Rs. 10 or more for 6 months and such books shall be the
property of the branch. We help in the selection of books and their
distribution to other branches to enlarge the scope of study for all

(4) Night Schools are to be opened on looal support to ;emov
illiteracy and impart knowledge on the three R's; if a paid teacher c')e
charitable young men are forthcoming in a village he will undertak:
to organise, guide and help the school with books, light eto.,, and supple-
ment local enterprise.

(8) Short Term Courses of study shall be held at the Head Quarter
periodically when agriculture will afford leisure. Such Courses shall bs
residential as far as possible and teach subjects as Religion and Mora.lle
Health and Sanitation, Rural Economics, History, Geography Tamii
language, Citizenship, Science, Cottage Industry, Agriculture ’eto A
fixed minimum charge is to be paid by the students for the period wh:n a
GURUKULAM life will be led.

(6) Short Visits to the Centre. The village Adults, individual]
collectively may come during their leisure and stay at the Oentrz f°l'
short periods by previous arrangement and study ' there with the h 1 o
the staff and utilising the library. Bt

- Summer School for Village Adults.

1. The school was opened on 21st Apri
pril by M. R. Ry. Rao B
K. V. Sesha Iyengar Avl., M,A.B.L., Advocate, Mylapore, "hatur

simple religious funotion,. Madras with g

. . one member of each religion recitin

of %us n?hglon. The school lasted from 2 st April to 3rd May aidp:: z::'
resxde.ntxal except for 6 students who made their own arrangements f °
boarding and lodging. There were 45 students in all, of o

ladies; 2 were Christians, 3 were Muslims and the rest (4)

Hindus:—-(7 Brahmins, 7 Vellalas, 5 Naidus, 8 Kallars, 8 Ahmna.d,vi""re
1 Chettiar, 2 Desikars, and 2 Mudaliars. The students paid R 8 :r:;

heqd for boarding and lodging, The school was ran
donation, mostly in kind for boarding.
. 2. Addresses. “The education given wag caloulated tg
‘llfe ; alk the;,dift'erent aspects of the life of a vi
following is an abstract of the Subjects taught.

with additiona}

1

fit one for

whom 8 were

llager were treated. The
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Addresses. Magic lantern

Shows,

1. Religion and Morals 14 1
2. Health and Sanitation _ 10 2
3. Village Economics 8 1
4. Tamil language 8 —
5. History and Geography 8 —
6. Citizenship 10 1
7. Science 9 2
Total 67 ki

3. Visual Instruction by means of pictures was availed of in all
possible cages. Stars as per Hindu almanac, and laboratory experiments
were shown in physics and chemistry. Almost every day the teachers
and the students had a free discutsion which was lively and profitable
bringing in a closer association.

4. Special Features: (1) To enable the students to follow up the

" subjects in their homes on their return, a summary of each lecture was

" printed and supplied to them. (2) Another special feature is attending
the Services and worship without participating therein, in the Local
Christian Church, Muslim Mosque, Jain, Vaishnava and Siva,Temples,
when the students were accorded a cordial welcome by the priests and
the suthorities concerned. . (3) The local Government Hospital, the
Municipal Ayurvedic Dispensary, the Veterinary Hospital, the Taluq
office, and the Weaving Factory were also visited, when the officers in

" charge conduocted the students all round and explained to them the work
therein. (4) The Agricultural Exhibition Motor Van was in full service
for two days, 20th and 30th April, which was fully availed of by {he
students and the public. ' : I

5. Duaily Routine: The students awoke at 4-45 a.m., and attended the
raorning prayers at 5-45 a. m. which was followed. by Physical Exerciges
for about 15 minutes. After having their bath they took tlie morning
chota or kanji at :7-30 8. m, There were generally three classes in the
moimidg-between 8 and 11-30 a, m. Breakfast cameé in at 12 noon. After

' sgme rest, there were discussions and conversations at 2-30 p. m., when
the'lecburers-and students had a free talk on the subjects of the day:
T'he Junch cante at 3-46 p. m., with simple watery butter-mhik. There
were two addressse.in the afternoon betwoedh 4 and 6-30 p. m,, the second
'one‘beinc a public lecture, Supper was generally at_’7-45 p. i, and Magic

¥ - g
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lantern and Astronomical shows were seen afterwards. On some days

these were before supper., The day closed generally at 9-30 p m.,, exoept

on a day or two when the Magic lantern shows prolonged unduly,
Anniversary of the Movement.

This Adult Education movement was first inaugurated on 28th April
1925 at Gokhale Hall under the presidency of Dr. Annie Besant and its
seventh Anniversary was celebrated on this 28th of April under the
presidency of Mahomahopadhyaya U.V.Swaminatha Iyer Avl., the
veteran scholar in Tamil, when the Summer School was going on.

Note:—Any further information needed may be obtained from the
President or Secretary, whose addresses are furnished above. Tamil and
English Books, except journals, which can be spared by friends may be
forwarded by Railway Paroel “to pay,” to the address of the Secretary.

They are always welcome.
8. V. KANAGASABAI PILLAY,

President,

- THE TEACHER.
" BY T. L. VASWANL
- Sometime ago I fell suddenly ill. ,
In my illness I had an experience whose memory is still fragrant,
- What wag it I saw? I found myself in the presence of some -one.
A Teacher | ‘ :
I saw him on a mountain top! I saw a light i in lns eyes: the light of
a seer. 1 saw serenity on his face : the seremty of certainty. He was
a Beer. He was a Lover. He knew the secpat of  Life.
" And my lips trembling with emotion, I wiid to him"‘-"Masterl What
shall I do to see God
~ And with a smile lighting up his lips, he sald = Gi\yo all. thau hast
to the poor, and medxtate on the Light!” , _
» . * . . # ST S
And soon I saw a crowd The ‘crowd continued to mm The _poor,
simple village-folk from neishbouﬂng plades cams’ to him bouovlng
~ he was a Healer From his hands, they nid\, flowed & mneﬂsm of w,

=y jhd out of the crowd, stepped forward a welldrasud mpn, w“
‘hp.9.pist 1And he said :—" A mad man ; “And. the Teaolm toom at‘

; himmd ~amiled!

&
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And another man stepped out of -the crowd. He had stones in his
hands. But the Teacher was calm, unruffled! The man opened his
hands, cast the stones at the Teacher’s feet, cried piteously, and wept,—
then said :—*‘ Heal me ! I fear the devil{”" And the Teacher said—** Fear
is the greatest devil. In the name of the Holy Spirit of Healing, I ask

l"

thee to be at peace

And the man believed, and was healed !
* * * * * *

And then I saw a satsang (Spiritual Fellowship) meeting. A crowd-
ed meeting. They all sat on the floor. The Teacher, too. .

And a Brahmin got up and said :—"* Get thee gone!” The Brahmin
spoke these words to an ill-clad ‘untouchable’. ** Let him sit!”, said the
Teacher. * But he is an untouchable,” said the Brahmin,

And the gaint smiled, and said :—* Blessed are they who- are soiled

in service :

The Brahmin was oﬁended
And I saw the next day the Brahmin had a dinner,—to dishonour

the teacher : they invited him, they thought they would dishonour
him by giving him a back-seat, He went and quietly sat in the very last
seat. And they blushed to see the Great One was so humble !

And to the evening satsang came & woman. The people shunned
her. She was a prostitute. With her tears she washed the feet of the
Teacher. He looked at her! She was changed! She left her evil
environment. She dedicated herself to the service of the satsang.

» * R L TR *

And I saw the Teacher taking meals mth the outcastes. And I saw
him blessing the children of the poor.
» »*», * * R ;’ . R ]

And I saw him at the Fellowship meeting on the third day, also.

. And there came to him a scholar; and with folded-hands he -asked :—

“* What shall I do to enter into the Life Etema.l 9

‘And the Teagher said :—* Be born again :’
~ And the soholar asked :—" What shall I do'to be born again :”

'~ And the Teacher said :—Pray in segret; live. the hidden life in the

Hidden God : ygnd give love to every one!”
And 1 Listened and,—Learnt! ) |

-

e
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THE UNFINISHED LIFE,
By X. V. §,

How often do we exclaim when a man passss over to the other side
that he went before his wishes wera fulfilled ! Nearly every one has
plans and schemes for himsalf and others and it is saldom that ha sses their
fruition in his life-time. ‘In the morning the labourer goes out o his~
work ; but th> evening comes before his labours are over.’ Very few men
and women die full of years and honours and of the other good things
whioch Fortune bestows on her favourites, . Even these have their un-
told regrets. Ask the young man of his plans for the future. Ask him
forty years thence of the plans of his youth. What a long list of aban-
doned hopss and unremedied shortcomings, of disappointments and
failures, he has to narrate!

- The unfinished life is the rule. Take the cese of men whose vision
is centered on the acoumulation of propérty asnd the enjoyment of a pros-
perous life of physical eass and comfort. Or take the case of those who
‘scorn delights and live laborious days.’ In each case the realisation
falls far short of the expectation, There are always gaps. Even if a
man gets all the physical joys worth having, his success is at best an
* animal success.’ The attainments do not rise higher than the level
which an * intelligent ' animal would have imagined for itself, if it had
the power of planning for the future. That very fact stamps the life as
unﬁnished : .

But even ‘ animal success’is hard to achieve. Most men live in
-want snd die in suffesing, Our passage through life {s strewn with
wrecks, ’ : .

-« Ache of the birth, ache of the helnleu days, '

Ache of hot youth and ache of manhood o‘prfme }
~ Ache of. the chill grey years and choking desth

Thess fill (our) pxt@u' time, Tk
. z,‘,‘ | ,' BT .a ‘ » '
, The palns of hfe abidﬁ‘. Its pletnuoi ax:e e )
"¢ Ag birds whleh light Qm;n ﬂy e $ -

. The ccnclnnon in-forbed - upon. e Mimmnfwhoﬁ iu tnhormt in‘
the very constitution of man .and his eambumsnﬁ "The mind ok mm i,

constautly ideskiaing. - It projeck these: idelh, into & wokld whete the
- response is inadaduate ‘and slaw 'ri:oi'efora 1the gan‘ bth«u the ideal

' and the aotuﬁif i& B pmnint pnd; .- Avthe’ mlnd erom inltmmh and

TR R L m- !‘Mt of A,
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capacity, its ideals multiply in gumber and in variety. This activity of
the niind goes on unabated in spite of the nervous fatigue that sets in
with age and in spite of the diminishing response that the environment
makes in the afternoon of life. Even though the ambitions pf & life be.
q8iA%g not opposed to Dharma, only a fraction of them is
ever realised in & single life. The rest remain as monuments of the
impotence of human wishes. In most cases the disparity between wish
and fact is even larger. The desires belong to the type described in
the Sixteenth Chapter of the Bhagavad Gita as attributes of men of
Asuric Prakriti

“ Thus much, to—day," they say, we gained ; thereby

Such and such wish of heart shall have its fill;

And this is ours ! and the other shall be ours !

i * * * *

. Rich are we, proudly born | What other men live like to us ?
* * * *
: . and 8o they fall
Tossed to and fro with projects, tricked, and bound
In net of black delusioun lost in lusts—
Down to foul Naraka. -
* » : » *
birth, by. bu-th
The Asurw wombs re-spawn them, all beguiled. * o
A temble picture and one from which we would fain look away. if it
were possible. But it is teo true to facts to he. ignored. Most men come
‘within the range of the desoription. A
‘What then is our hope ? How long are. we to tread this ¢ Nether
Road?" The Lord gives the answer. o
Till they find and worshxp Mo, Sweet Prmoe |

F}

. Then we get the discipline to walk by the hght of the aocumulated

Mknowledge oystemamed and entiched by the iabour, research, and ex-
. periencg. of scoossive generations of wuth-seekaers, Then we get the.
.. strongAb aad the detachment t0 shied Kams, Krodha, sud Lobha whioh

form. the triple.gateway %' Hell. Then we get the. Daivi: Sampat, the

- qumlidies the': make fox libaration, i The higher path-aleo extends over -
" soversl bimhe.s Buen the men of knowledge cometh ynte. the. Lord, after
| fumm bisthe. . The Yogi.' sziving 7008 * bas,to be penfected by birth

« [mﬂonggoelﬁlﬁd EdwlnAmmdl
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Following upon birth until he planis his feet at last,
Upon the farther path.

Our course in evolution runs through a séries of unfinished lives,
There is an, endless urge driving us forward to fill the unfilled gap bet-
ween expectation and achievement. If our ideals are righteous, if we
have * rightly resolved’, we shall become Dharmatmas, and soon become
perfect even as our father in Heaven is perfect.’ 1f on the other hand
they are low and besotted we shall be floundering endlessly in a welter
of dark disappointments until through some good fortune we contact
Divine Grace. And then will begin & new Chapter in our evolution
wherein we shall continuously

Rise on stepping stones
Of our dead selves to higher things.

oLy

—

" EXTRACTS. L. '
MARRIAGE AND UPANAYANA.

Out of the 40 Samskaras enjoined for a Brahman the Upanayana
for males and marriage for females have been laid down as indispensa-
ble. The so-called Upanayanam that we now celebrate has become a
complete travesty of the original. 1 implore you and through you the
whole community to celebrate the Upanayana of your boys not later
than their 10th year of age, bestowing.due attention on ite religious aspect,
8o as-to impress its solemnity on the disciple on the occasion. Every
parent should consider it a sacred dutyto impart religious instruction
and training in Badachara to his son, and for this purpose he should

render help in the starting of the schools referred to above. The sanctity

and significance of the marriage Samskara which is the foundation of the

most important of the four asramas, or rather, the only asrama. that is-

‘ practically in existence at the present time, should be zealously and
sorupulously maintained. Pre-puberty marriages-should be. celebrated

as usual, whether the Sarda Actis repealed or.modified or not, In this

matter eertain reforms relating to unsastraic practices should be urgently
effected by the community itself. One day marriages should be avoided,

1t is absolutely necessary to cut down the marriage expenses as much as
possible-by the elimination of items of vain display and luxuries but the

religious gerembonies-to be performed on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th days of the’
marriage should be - faithfully observed either in .the bride's-or: in. the

_bridegroom’s house ‘with the  minimum of expenditure. Marriages ofv

»
v
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girls below the age of 7 and boys below the age of 15 or 16 are unsastraic
and should be avoided not only beoause they are unsastraic but also be-
cause avoidable risks are incurred thereby.
Varasulka or sale of the bridegroom for a price, as if he were a bull
(to use plain language), is not only unsastraic, but it i8 an outrage upon
resfon and common sense. I cannot find words forcible enough to express
my indignation at this revolting practwe
1 entreat you and through you the whole commumty, to consider the
immediate discontinuance of this practice as your first and sacred duty.
This should be enforced by suitable social sanctions against delinquents.
Relations and friends of delinquents should not attend their marriages.
They should break social relations with them. I would even go
further and say that a league of Dharmic youth should be formed
to prevent the celebration of such delinquent marriages by all peaceful
means. 1 hope I shall liveto see the complete abolition of this abo-
minable practioce.
[From the Presidential Address at the Tanjore Brahmin Conference.
From the Hindu.]

EXTRACTS. II.
SCIENCE AND PRECONCEIVED PERFECTION.

The progress of scjence has been attempted fo be hindered by many-
things but by none more than by preconceptions. These ideas were very
often assertions purporting to embody some religious opinion or dootrine
to which any new thing must conform or forthwith be rejected.

* . * » * * *

Galileo was greatly worried over these preconceived notions about
perfection, The sun was perfect ; that was self-evident ;; and Galileo had
been rash and irreverent enough to discover " spote "’ on: the sun. . Those

pots Were merely appearances discernible by the telescope; but Gialileo's
oritioi. choosing to take the term in the sense of moral blemmhos,
demned the astronomer as a thoroughly impious pemn
. » . * * . L T
i, ‘The progress of anatomy in the Middle Ages was very mueh lmpeded
hgg :the ban whioh was placed upon dissection by the Mohammedan in-
ﬁnotlon against dissection. -~ R

» . Y . »* . * B * *



h)

. _‘meanu. that to abolish b&(q. even of &

82 THE BHARATA DHARMA *  (Jupy

The Jews had no greater liberty in this respect than the Arabs with
the result that the Jewish and Arabian doctors of the Middle Ages kept
on repeating the statements of the Greek and Roman writers on
Anatomy, They verified nothing and they discovered nothing.

* * * * * *

Casper Tagliacozzi was an Italian surgeon who flourished in‘the

middle of the sixteenth century and who had specialized in those operd-:

tions knows as ** plastic ” whereby he repaired noses, ears and lipe by
grafting skin from the arm.,
* » » * * *
His work aroused the fiercest opposition ; he was dencunced for im-
piety in daring to alter the human countenance * made in the image of
God.” The excitement outlasted his life, for after he had been many

years in his grave his bones were dug up and scattered about by order of -

the ecolesiastical authorities,
* * * * * *

Benjamin Franklin, who had demonstrated the identity of lightning
and electricity and recommended the use of lightning conductors, had
the greatest possible difficulty in overcoming resistance to his recommen-
dations on the ground that he was interfering with the dmnely sent
thunder and lightning.

Yet another case of the same sort of thing is- the oppoution to
Jonner's distovery of the effioncy of vaocoifiation snlm lmsll-pox.

Jenner had masiy iriafs to bear; in some quértors .it was B0 sthmks. he
got for' his trouble in showing mankind how they minkt ‘W“m 5“‘ °f WO" )

most dreadful scourges bhat had ever afflicted 'thm.
vo& Tt e I SRR S *

X » e e

3 we did nothing except ’ivm,

‘the self-centred life.

‘before them, We see our wea

| pleasant paths, It is Yagnay

' moretomore » o

;ia.eﬁﬂoea? Propi

. "Pl'ldtim intended |
 for tho raleus of Divme Power..
- lathfy. three m Iﬁ tmust bring us neater
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STRAY THOUGHTS.
BY

DREAMER.
The Gayatn
To what shall we liken the gayatri? It isthe mspn'mg music on
the eternal route march to perfection. Itis the release of a minute fraction
of the Infinite Power dammed up by the inertia of the lower planes.
The initiation into this mantra is like helping a plant to send down its
roots into the lower la.yers of soil where perpetual under-ground streams

-are running.

One can understand why the dally recitation of the gayatri is obli-
gatory. Without it we are inert masses devoid of life.. Without it we
are objects more moved about, than moving. The gayatri gives us our free-
will, the will to release the power of the Lord through our bodies for th.e
betterment of the world. That is liberation. The degree of our allegi-
anoce to the gayatri is the test of our manhood and the measure of our
evolution. It helps the sap of life to rise against the gravity of deaden-
ing influences of our environment. It dispels the darkening gloom of
It endows us with vision, objective and strength.

The acoess to the gayatri provides us with an innxhsustible dynamio
for progress. Qbstacles do exist. , But they are overoome mdthe ml:du
Temptations are still there to a.ssall us. But we see beyon our fa
kness growmg into strength through
failures. We see outside ‘strength pouring into. us.. ; We aally ;nd
quicken. Above all our eye is on the path. Our vmon u‘ forward‘._ 1 he
inceutant urge of this great transmutmg power takes us onward—alohg |
Dana and Tapas combingd mto one.

Life with ' the sayatn is an. eternal beginning and,smwins from

BN . B
. . .

‘of Spritlul Exercises. .. .. . .. _
What are they? Vain ropetitions? . Ritualistio, qoursos? Vicarious

?.
tiation of malignant powers? . - .
- A &pirituul ‘exeroise i8 ordinarily a course of montal and ph:vsmal

. at:engtb.en the human 'peraonqpty asan instrument

the ultumate mme of power .

In this, sénse & spiritug] exercise must
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in the universe, It must help in this reconstruction of the humap per-
sonality 8o that it may without effort or friction release more power. It
must alter the vision and objective and concentrate upon the effort
rather than upon the * return * from the investment of the effort.

* * * * *

From the blighting touch of deadly sin Save O' Save.

As persistent as the constant pursuit of Divine Grace which eter-
na_lly watches for an opportunity to redeem us, is the tracking by our
sins which wait with equal patienos for the chance of throwing us down.
When we are weary, when we are exicited, when we are disappointed,
when things go wrong around us, when the apparent attractions of
exteriors tempt us, these are the times when they assail us. Woe unto
us if we yield. Our vision is blinded ; our knowledge disappears. Our
connection with the soures of power is cut off. Our very strength
becomes weakness, We become small, beastly, brutish in our emotions,
veritable demons of destruction amenable only to fear, Yes. Fear is
the only deterrent, Fear of physical punishment, of physical suffering,
of the loss of good opinion of thoss who have seen us in better times,

One ray of light, one stroke of the Divine Hand can do much for
us in these dark hours of real distress.

* * * * * *

Morning Mists.

The mental and emotional mists rigs and fill the thought atmosphere
exactly in the same manner as the physical mists. From the emotiona)
marshes they rise. From the foul emotional pools of beastly lives they
grow. They screen the entire atmosphers. All are immersed in it, Those
who are sensitive feel its blinding effect. It takes more than usua] effort
to rise above the mist level, Perhaps in that effortis a spiritual exercige
a compulsory ascent to higher levels from which we sse larger prospeots,
" But mists are mists and are an undesirable obstruction to clear vision and
to the day’s progress on the path.

* * * * *
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* FROM A CHELA'S DIARY.

In all ages and in all parts of the world there have been gdrouPs (:E
high-souled personages of great Spiritual I.’ovs"er wh? have beer’xr hom::ve
ing and influencing the evolution of humanity in tangible ;ays. they have
been the custodians of the great Spiritual Fire whose 13?M ei’ -
ever kept burning. These Great Beings, who are known as by a;.s E-’rs of
Wisdom ' form THE INVISIBLE EMPIRE that rules thi1 ; es C;me f
men. Though the ordinary rule is that the..chelas see:;t e;:) k_,::tu; olr
also happens not infrequently that the G'“”f‘ isalso on the ° -easil
the admission into his fold of qualified disciples whom they can y

spot out from among the surging ranks of humanity. .
#* * %
o 2%

The  essentials of all religions glorify the worsl.lilp of fGtrl(;d' é‘:ﬁ"‘;:
really consists in service to humanity. The recogmtl(fm; Self in his
Man must undoubtedly bring home the knowledg’e ) tt.e Bm ‘::t ”
fellow-beings. Man who is the paragon of God's t.crea. 1:1'1 Lo
imbued with the knowledge that the greateststudy o Mg i made o
and that the greatest study of Man is Mind and that the :1 hls e 1;
of two component parts, the higher and the lower, tll::eto ;gb :ﬁa‘;n a:d
tending to help Man in his march on the upwafd pat . ll:d web of
the lower involving him deeper and deeper in the tang
material existence with its debasing :onsequencas- "

¥ %
'*** ed of the hour is for a band of young men and Vfromen
ying ne Jity who will carry aloft the banner of service and
1e light of knowledge to all dark cornsrs ‘of' this vast
They must be able to exert a beneficent influence pon 1.;he
v.vorld. ey o they meet. They must be able to preach the vision
e a:clarp leil;'?'lll-lere and Now. They must bring hope where there is
32:;,::.8 Their greater perspective of life must e:x;ble t::emT::yD::;
the horizon of civilisation further out, wherever :y gl;w of oharm
take with them & ray of personal cheer and a .8 ow
naturally. . ill far exceed in effect the artificiality of the
and serenity w.hlch wv;ich is only 'skin-deep,’ They must constitute
modern oos.metlcs» 1d broad channels to carry the crystal waters of
themselves iuto _deeb 3 the thirst of those whose souls are

The cr
of dynamic - person
sacrifice and bring ¢

refreshing spirituslity to quench
hankering for the same.

#*

*
«*x : Lk
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THE RISHI MESSAGE AND THE MODERN AGE
BY T. L. VABWANIL

The modern age is conspicuous for three achievements. May I speak
of them as (a) Scientific Revoulution, (b) Political Revolution, and (o) In-
dustrial Revolution ? -

(a) Scientific Revolution :—You have steam - and electricity. You
oross the ocean'quickly.. You travel in the train with speed. You. have
motors and cables. The wireless brings you messages from great distan-
oes.. By means of the telephone New York spgikn to London across the
Atlantio. What a revolution has this evolutionary science achieved! It
has developed the idea of natural law; it has’discovered new natural
energlos; it is an amazing power, But power may be bqth used and abus.ed.r
Mere science may only work for criminal ends _'apd prove a dpstructnve
force. Look at the science equipped nations ! Thgy have 198;_1;? the arf.s
of destruction, and some even drop bombs from aeroplanes over poor
villagers | Mere soience may be no better than a monster ready fo slay.
Soience has produced complexity, has created a heavy environment be-
tieath the burden of which the higher life may be ‘stifled. Science has
mlﬁplied our phyﬁcal powers, but these powers may only work for

dm!ﬁuotiva ends. B

‘Boience must be’ discfbﬁed by a knOWledse of the Atman. And a

5 W ofthe Atniam did Idia - give in the long ago: It is well-expressed -
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in the words of an ancient scripture :—"The Atmanis One and hath no
caste.,” This Message must be re-worded in these days. It came to the
Rishis,—those pure strong-souled seers who were the real builders of the
simple, refined yet strong civilisation of ancient India. The Message
came to them in the silence of fellowship with Life,—the Cosmic Life,
the Creative Life that flows into Nature and Humanity and the Soul. In
the light of this message of the Atman must the mechanical theory of life
be revised, It is a theory which does not really explain evolution. For
fragments without a synthesis are a poor picture of this wonderful world.
The synthesis is the Atman. A mechanical theory cannot explain the
living, throbbing universe. Nor can it help science to be a servant of
Humanity.

(b) Political Revolution :~-Political changes of a radical character
have taken place in the Western countries. But how many of them may
boast of having Cabinets modelled after the ideal of Shri Rama's Age,
when 2 of the 8 members of the Nation’s Council were spiritual men,
learned in the Aryan lore? Europe has a noble passion for freedom.
But when it degenerates into a desire to dominate the East, Europe misses
its own mission. The malady of Europe is it8 cult of domination. ‘‘Mul-
titudes of men, *“ says a French writer,” ara exploited, oppressed, abused,
starved. “Imperialism is an accentuated form of the malady of the
West. In Europe, Imperialism has meant a captialist civilization accom*
panied by luxury on the one hand, and by appalling poverty on the other.
Imperialism has within it, therefore, the spirit of class-war. In the East
British Imperialism has meant exploitation and racial arrogance. ‘' Very
few Westerners,” writes a French critic, “‘come to India to learn, to pra¥:
to love, to complete what is wanting in themselves. Those who do come
are imbued with the idea of their own superiority to the people of the
country in all essential respects, while in fact they are perhaps cleverer
in regard to some points of secondary importance.” Egoism is & sign of
degeneration, and the ‘civilization * which the British identify themselves
with as officials or missionaries, is essentially egoistic. '

Europe's passion for freedom has degenerated into worship of the
blind demigod for power. Are we surprised that democracies in Hurope

' ermg, more or less, from the fever of aggressive nationalism and
? Who.will teach them to make moral use of power? Wha
1] Seoyes to this demngod of ‘democracy’ to see Dharma ahove the
State alf
situstioni}
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Europe from anarchy.” Europe needs a new ethical outlook ; the One
Atman in all races, all nations,—a vision of Divine Humanity,—is the,\
piteous need of Western democracies.

(c) Industrial Revolution :—The modern age is an Industrial :30
Machines make possible production on a large scale. Look at big cities ?
Many machines; but the man is subordinated to the machine. Much
wealth ; but there are in it the groans and tears of the poor. There are
slums; there is appalling poverty. The Wembly Exhibition, recently held
was, in a sense, a picture of Western civilization—a picture of its failure?
This “Civilization " is proud of its guns which symbolise destructive
force. Industrialism has meant class-warfare, social waste, economic
serfdom.

11,

A recent critic finds fault with the Ancient Ideal as ‘‘providing none
of those amenities of life which we Moderns assume as a matter of
course " and as imposing ‘*iron bound fetters in every direction upon in-~
dividual and group initiative.” What a misrepresentation ! If indeed, by
“amenities ” you mean *bhoga,” it is true the Ancient Ideal did not pro-
vide for it in its scheme of life. India, it is true, is being flooded with
luxuries. But to what end ? Senses get temporary satisfaction ; but the
life within us is becoming weaker. The race-soul is being stifled under
the burden of these luxuries. Happiness lies not in luxuries but in simple
life. And it is no epirit of ** imagined unhistorical reconstruction ” of the
Past that I submit that India in the Aryan age was more happy than she
is to-day. It is a common mistake of European critics to represent the

Aryan age as one of iron-bound fetters.” Fraedom,—personal, social,
political,—~ is not an ideal exclusively “‘modern.” The Aryan Ideal was, I
humbly submit, one, one essentially of freedom. Is not freedom the very
breath of the spiritual and the simple? Not in imitation but in self-realisa-
tion lies the true froedom of moderen India. Listen tothe following testir
mony of a Western Critic of present-day China:—Since the miserable
mechanical imitation of Western forms was adopted over a dozen years ago,
chaos has never ceased to reign.” *“Chaos, indeed, is the word for much that
passes current as ** oivilization,” For its dominant impulses are acquisi-

$ion and bhoga ; those of the Aryan age were knowledge and tapasya. They

made Aryavarta s leader of the nations in the morning of history.- Aoqui

‘sition and bhoga have undermined Europe as they did Greece and Rome

The historian of the future will speak of our century as deﬁmtely th
entury of the Fall of the Ocoident. For India to imitate Europe woul
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be to go further down the way of fall. More robust and simple and

;pxrltl:lal. than c.:ur own was the Aryan age. And Aryavarta evolved &
ynthesis of Life which influenced several nations,

o L’ll;o-day the nations, including India, need the Message of Aryavarts,
e Message of the Rishis. The modern West, 1 gladly admit, is not

;;Z}:?lut its el.ements of greatness. Two of these are Science and Love of:,
om. Liberty is a holy word. But liberty itself fails of its roB

fruita.g?, without spiritual sadkan. Great is science, and greater wonds™ -
may science reveal in the coming years. Yot what is science without
m?ral value? Forces of nature? Yes; but there are deeper foroes.
Hidden forces of the “ Atman.” These did India study in the long 889
Aryan India worshipped a vision of an Inner Realm. And Aryan Indis
developed a civilization at once simpie ana renned, Its motive was oultur®
o,f the soul. It was sustained by & Spiritual Synthesis, The basio prin”
cfp}e of Aryan life was brakmacharya, not bhoga. At th; heart of Arysp
civilization was the strength of a spiritual purpose. That made the Aryan

simple, strong, fearless. That made Indi
’ ) ndia a Shri , a Temple
of a Religion of Humanity, hrine of Culture

This, then, is my message to you, that are young, Keep alive Her
me"ml'y- One spring day I went into a garden. And Nature W88
radiant with flowers. And the song-birds sang. And of one, the bulbul L
asked :—" In thy song is a strange shakti—sa power that moves, Tell
;ne.the secfret of it.” And to my heart the bulbul snswered: ‘' In my¥
yric cry is Remembrance,” Remember the Rishis and remember Her,
your Mother, in your daily life! A new shakti then will pass into your
work, —educational, social, political, religious. Keep alive Her memory
and the inspiration of all ‘who have reproclaimed Her as the Hope and
Healing of the Nations. Then go to the villages where they wait for
f;you, men and women with hunger in their hearts, Go to the poor and give
h?!.n the Message of the Greater India that isto be! Go and tell the
:Olhflz multitudes to turn .from the oppressive emptiness of these days to

he inepiration of the Ancient Ideal, It made Aryavarta a Model Nation in

the long ago. 1t will renew the life of Hindustan, will rejuvenate H

will make Her mighty again,~mighty and young v;«ithvimmort:m o
RS e e » : 1 youth.

- weapons of destruction.: In spite of his

" od with' noneviolence Viswamitra
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AHIMSA.
K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR,

Ahimsa literally means non-injury. The word is associated in the
popular mind with the non-killing of animals for food, sport or sacrifice,
and to a lesser extent with the avoidance of cruelty to animals, With
reference to human beings it is used with many mleanings ranging from
non-violence of all kinds to non-resistance to evil. Ahimsa holds an im-
portant place in Hindu thought and the ramifications of its influence can
be traced in the conduct of groups widely separated from one another in
culture and in distance. But its effect has been more to qualify and to
deflect the main currents of belief and conduct built upon violence, con-
quest, and destruction, than in the origination of any independent faith.
Even in this direction its position is one of arrested development.

To take first that phase of its expression in which we are keenly
interested at the present day, viz., pacifism with its implications, there
are but few conspicuous instances of it in the legendary lore of the past.
These few appear to have attained conspicuity by reason of their rarity.
The first outstanding example is that of Prahlada son of Hiranyakasipu
commonly olassified as an Asura, i. ., as one who opposes God’s plan.
Hiranyakasipu by his penances obtained boons which enabled him to set
up as a rival to Sri Maha Vishnu the presiding Deity of the Universe.
He usurped so to:say the administration of the earth for a while. It
was not a bad administration though. For under his regime,

‘the earth yielded without toil and tilling." And he wanted all men to
fall down and to worship him a8 God. Men obeyed him in this. He had
a son Prahlada who even as a ohild was a devotee of the Lord Maha
Vishnu. Prahlads persisted in paying obeisance to Vishnu or Narayana
and in singing his glory even fo the face of his own father in spite of all
exhortations to the contrary. Prahlada was persecuted by his own father
for this open profession of faith in Sri Maha Vishnu. The persecution
took the shape of several open attempts to kill Prahlada by fire, by
poison, by hurling from hill top eto. To all these Prahlada willingly sub-

mitted invoking the name of Vishnu, and came out unhurt by all the
father’s cruelties his affection for

is faith in Vishnu. o
is that of Vasishta the sage who resist-
's terrible weapons both physical and
.Vasishta was & grest Brahmsa- Rishi, & Brahmin sage

his father remained as gtrong 88 h
The 2nd well-known, jnstance

super-physical.
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whose refusal to give the cow Kamadenu gave offence to king Viswanitra,
and who was attacked by the latter. Vasishta simply planted his
lsclr'ahmadanda——literally the Brahmin's rod—before him and waited.
d‘deapon after weapon hurled by Viswamitra flew towards Vasishta but
1d not get beyond the rod. Not even the mighty Brahmastra, the miracu-
LO'UB weapon for which there is no opposing power, that by which Rama
vﬂl"’d Ravana, hfis any greater effect. At the hurling of Brahmastra
a?snshta became indignant. His body emitted fire. The Devas became
frightened and implored Vasishta not to imperil the world; and there-

upon Vasishta received the weapon without suffering any harm, to the
amazement of the Devas,

TREGIA TERAT: |ifgdar:
* * * *
IrrndRGas aReaRdRa |
* * » *

TAGRREIAST: 3 Tk mgrEn:
Ramayana Balakanda Sarga, 56.

. .After this final failure of physical force Viswamitra exclaimed:
Fie, Fie upon the warrior's strength, the Brahmin’s might ie might
indeed.” He betook himself to the forests and after repeated penances
and after surmounting many temptations, himeelf became a Brahma
Rishi. The other familiar instance is that of Brahmin ascetics in
Asramas or hermitages which were raided by Rakshasas without
resistance. Ascetios were also way-laid and killed by Rakshasas without
resistance even though they had the power of vanquishing their

opponents by the power of their penance.

_AB against this we have the fact that even great sages were given to
f:ursmg evil doers with terrible fates which overtook the viotims almost
immediately, and that the more powerful ones sometimes destroyed their
enemies by using their psychic powers. Indeed the willingness of the
lesser ones to die by the Rakshasas is attributed to their reluctance to usé
the small store of their power acoumulated by long and patient penance.

queET: FHRIETE (Raghuvamsa XV, 3.)

Even in the case of Prahlada his father ultimately died at the hands of ,

Sri Maha Vishnu who assumed the form of Lion-Man and came out of a
pillar in order to fulfill the words of Prahlade that Vishnu wag all per-
vading sud wes to be found evem fa o gillar. Thereupon the father struck
the piliar with his sword and them suddenly appesred Maha Vishnu in the
Lion-Mun shapo. Himayakasipn without being daunted, attacked him and
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was torn to pieces. Sri Ramachandra the Avatar is known as Kodandapani
the holder of the mighty bow '. His fame as a bow-man who could van-
quish his enemy with a single arrow is proverbial. In nearly all temples
the images of Gods are carved with weapons, in the case of Vishnu with
Maze and Discus and in the case of Siva with the Sula or Trident.’ There
are hymns to these weapons alone, which if daily chanted are believed to
give protection against unexpected danger. There are many invocations
and hymns for Divine intercession by the destruction of one’s enemies.
Many and various are the mantras, spells and charms for ensuring safety
and prosperity by destroying adversaries. :

Kings in Ancient India were expected to go out for periodical hunt to
stay the depredations of wild animals. Sacrifices involving the slaughter
of sheep and horse were looked upon as a meritorious duty. It wasa
cherished tradition in illustrious Royal families to make unprovoked
war upon surrounding kings for establishing their right to imperial

sovereignty. *

As to the King’s duty and the duty of all Kshatriyas to fight in a
righteous battle and either kill or get killed the Bhagavad Gita is the
standing authority, Many of the arguments of the Pacifists are there
turned down and Arjuna is enjoined to

* Stand up and fight
Conguer thy foes and enjoy the spacious realm
8ri Krishna exhorts
A0 g A T SR
g aqisearAfy AafTT
A gaieed A A1 sl
o769 A O GTAR Ch. XI (Verse 34.)
*8trike, strong-armed Prince, at Drona! at Bhishma strike ! deal
death
On Karna, Jayadradha; stay all their warlike breath !
¢ Tis I who bid them perish ! Thou wilt but slay the slain ;
Fight! they must fall, and thou must live, Victor upon this
plain! _

In the same chapter Sri Krishna reveals what is perhaps the inner
secrot of the world process as & ocontinuous change or transformation
through destruction by the time force. The Lord himself is the great Kala

* The tranglations of this and subsequert verses are from the Light of Asia,
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FIRASRA SRGIFSTR

BrmFauedfig g7
Thou seest Me as Time who kills,
Time who brings all to doom,

The slayer Time, ancient of Days,
Come hither to Consume ;
' : (Ch. X1I. Verse 32.)

The vision of this transformation and of the all-consuming destruc-
tion which it involves strikes terror even in the heart of such a mighty
warrior as Arjuna who exclaims.

sgu@t 9 3 gaifa

g FSESaRrIR |

ERMAIR Ay I8 |

qeiiE {37 SFEE || (Ch. X1 Verse 25)

qq A ALY | gAEaS

v s e ||

SR gEw: Fwel-

TR By |

INRTIgE SeEa

wigEad: gaufed RSl (Ch. X1 Verses 16 and 30.)
With awful brows aglow,
With burning glance, and lips lighted by fire
Fierce as those flames which shall
Consume, at close of all,

Earth, Heaven! Ah me! I see no earth and Heaven !
Thee, Lord of Lords! I see,

Thee only—Only Thee

Now let Thy mercy unto me be given.

And nowhere end of Thee, nowhere beginning -
Nowhere a centre ! Shifte— <
Wherever soul's gaze lifts—

Thy central Self, all wialding, and all w'inning.
Thou, that hast fashioned men, .
Devourqqtfthom again S

i .Wﬁoth‘ar. ‘1‘0“ and small, ahke ! .
; '*whmn'l‘hou mak'st, EEREApS
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With flaming jaws Thou tak’st

Lapping them up! Lord God! Thy terrors strike
From end to end of earth,

Filling life full, from birth.

Apart from this redness ‘in tooth and claw’ which is seen in nature
and which appears to be part of its inevitable feature, there are occasions
when God himself takes flesh and comes down and lives in the world of
men for the protection of the good, for the destruction of evil doers, for

the establishment of righteousness.

aftsnona angAi fadmg 9 g )
aRgEgITAME &¥aIfR 1 I (Ch. IV Verse 8)

Thus two conflicting phases co-exist in Hindu thought, Destruction
and violence are inherent in God’s scheme. Pacifism has also
a place but only at certain levels. Ahimsa in the sense of non-killing
of huma.ﬂ beings under all circumstances is not part of the inviolable

duty of men.

«“ TALES FROM THE UPANISHAD.”
THE GREAT VICTOR,
C. T. SREENIVASAN, M.A.

The gods and the Asuras contended furiously for the supremacy of
the kingdom of the heavens. Day and night they waged. internecine
wars causing untold suffering everywhere. Neither of them showed any
sign of abatement nor willingness fo come to some terms of honourable
peace and settlement. Time and again the Asuras far outnumbered the
array of the gods. The latter stood constantly in imminent peril of a
complete rout and destruction. Faced with such a dire calamity the
gods were greatly perplexed and did not know what to do. A majority
of them despairing, favoured the proposal of abandoning the fight in
favour of the unrighteous. But the wisest among them stepped forward
and said : “Shame upon those who should counsel us to abandon the
Kingdom of Righteousness to the demons! Have the gods forgotten and
forsworn their noble lineage ? Who dares to insult our godly parentage,
the direct descendants of Brahma himself, by submitting to the enemies
like cowards? In times of great distress it i but meet that we should
appeal to our Sire for help. Has our Sire ever failed to succour the
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needy and the helpless? Let us stop this idle prattle of a cowardly
flight from the field of battle, Brahma will certainly help those who
fight for the cause of Truth and Righteousness ” The gods, being
visibly moved by this impassioned speech, counselled together to appesl
to Brahma for help in the hour of their need.

Gathered on a holy spot and seated on the grounds spread with ‘kusa’
grass the gods prayed fasting three days and nights to their progenitor
thus: “ Listen, O Lord and kind Sire, to our prayer and humble petition
* and save us from this utter annihilation at the hands of the evil-doers.
Have we not kept our faith in Thee alone, observing thy plighted word fmd_
not deviating even by the breadth of a hair from the path of righteous
ness ? Send us then, O Lord, thine help that will give us the victory
according to our desert ” So saying they all meditated upon Brahma ¥
come immediately to their aid.

Brahma who awoke from his yogic slumber, heard the prayer of the
gods and was immensely pleased with them. Near and dear 0
God are those who sufferin the cause of righteousness, Brahma gent
word to the gods that he himself would lead them in person to overlast-
ing victory. Courage thus returned to the gods for they knew that there
was nobody in all the fourteen worlds mightier than Brahma..

Armed with his trident and conch and mounting his war-chariot
made of fire and drawn by winged horses Brahma hastened to the help
of the gods, The heavens shook with thunder and lightning 88
Brahma's car descended from the celestial region. Many stars and
planets were up-rooted from the firmanent and dark clouds overhung
the entire sky. Brahma's blazing car looked verily like a fiery dragon
let loose in darkness hastening to devour the demons, The Asuras be-
came puzzled when they beheld these awful sights in the mid-sky, spe
culating much over the calamities portended by such events. Thousands
perished merely by the fright of the ominous appearances in the skyi
and the few that remained, lost courage and fled from the battle-field

leaving no trace behind. Such is the greatness and power of Brahma !
Never in their time the gods witnessed such a miracle. Within a short
time the battle field was clearad of the Asuras and the gods were left the
gole masters.of the heavens. Thus by the victory of Brahma the gods
ongce again obtained majesty, Thereupon Brahma returned to hls abode
of Truth where he covered himself with his yoga.

Ere long the’ cudl foil. from their virtue. Infatuated with their

fibw power ani glovy they bedame” vain of their majesty, Forgetful of
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their gratitude to their Kind Lord and Sire, they all declared with one
accord ; * To us belongs the victory; to us alone belongs this majesty.
Who is there or here or anywhere mightier than we ?” Thus puffed ﬁp
the gods strutted like jackdaws over the battle-field with a false sense of
pride and vanity.

But hidden in their hearts unseen, Brahma heard and saw all that
the gods spoke and did so soon after his departure. A gentle sign of
mirth at their ignorancs was visible on his tender lips but a sigh of pity

~ for their folly escaped from his heart. He knew that but for his timely
help the Asuras would have won the day. But the gods who had been
labouring under the delusion of their power and glory, thought that they
alone had achieved the mighty victory. So much so, even if Brahma
were to appear before them as on the day of their victory, the gods would
fail to recognise their Lord and kind Sire. Great and rare is indeed the
soul that has obtained freedom from the meshes of vanity, wealth and
power that had eaten into the very vitals of the gods themselves.
Brahma reflected thus : ‘ Even the gods are deluded by my all-powerful
Maya. Alas, what shall befall the poor misguided and erring humanity !
Gods or men, they shall come to grief given up to lust greed and avarice.
Thie is my eternal decree. Their kingdoms and wealth shall avail them
naught in the hour of their peril.” ’
Brahma then made himsslf manifest to the gods. When the sun
rises the glory of the firmament disappears ; and in the presence of the
majestic form of Brabma the gods were shorn of all their glory and
splendour. His appearance struck terror into the hearts of the gods for
the latter failed to recognise their Lord and Sire, their intellect being
clouded by vanity and pride. ' In wonder and awe then the gods asked

. one another : * Who is this mighty Being ? Is he an Asura returned

to give battle? Or is he worthy of our adoration and rsverence ? Never
have we beheld such a wonderful Being till now.” But none of them
had the ocourage to approach the Being directly. for answer. The
woaker of them secretly planned to take to their heels. At last they
all turned to Agni, the god of fire, who was powerful among them and
said : “ Jataveda, do ascartain for us who the Being :s and whether he
is worthy of our, adoration.” .
. ."" Be it 80 " Agni replied, and he ran up to Brahma.

Brahma said s * Who art thou 3

. Agni. replied ; ** I am Agni; I am verily the Jataveda.

;, Brshme : * What power, have you who are of such a nature ?
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Agni: “I can burn to ashes whatsoever there is within the universe
or even out of it.”

Brahma: ““ Very woell, great indeed is your prowess, but I should
like to test your strength a little. I like also to measure my strength
with yours.”

Agni: “Indeed! Iam mightily pleased to meet my equal 8o so0n.
Now name your test.”

Thereupon Brahma placed a blade of grase before Agni saying
* Burn this if you can,” Approaching it with all his might Agni could
not burn it. Defeated and abashed Agni thence returned to the gods and
said : “'I could not ascertain whether the Being is worthy of our adora~
tion.” The gods felt highly disconcerted with the reply, and turning to
Vayu, the god of air,said: “ Vayu, do ascertain whether the Being is
worthy of our adoration.” '

“Be it 8o” Vayu replied, and he ran up to Brahma.

Brahma : ** Who art thou ?

Vayu: I am Vayu and I am called Matariswa because 1 move in
the skies. )

Brahma : What power have you who are of such a nature?

Vayu: I can absorb in the wink of an eye whatsoever there is on
earth.”

Brahma: Wonderful is your power, but I should like to test your
strength a little and to measure mine with yours,”

Vayu: Indeed! I am mightily pleased to meet my equal so soon.
Now name your test.” '

Brahma then placed the blade of grass before Vayu saying * sweep
away this if you can.” Approaching it with all his might Vayu could
not even shake it or lift it by an inch, And he returned to the gods
saying: “I could not ascertain whether the Being is worthy of our
adoration,” The gods then despaired and approaching Indra, their king
and master, besought him saying: '‘ Maghavan, do asocertain for us
whether the Being is worthy of our adoration. .Helpless we are strioken
with fear and anxiety.”

“ Be it 80 * Indra replied ; and he ran upto Brahma. But Brahmsa
disappeared before him. As Indra was the most powerful of the Gods
Brahma disappeared to show how little avail the former’s power was to
obtain a knowledge of Brahma. When the great gods like Agni, Vayu and
Indra failed to get a knowledge of the true nature of Brahma, what
shall it be maid of the poor ignorant human intellects? Godsor men
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btain & knowledge of Brahma who are wise and g'ood..
o m like Agni and Vayu but remained in
h a firm resolve to obtain knowledge.

a did not get up from his medita-
]?ays and night;:::i;;':yhzzei[; dirn the form of the goddes.s Umz‘;,
dom i "“ la§t faith in the adorable Being and pleased with his
Del‘celvm.g e templation, desired to manifest herself to Indra.
ﬂnswervmg' " tlr:er of his heart Indra met with a woman lustrous and
- The:;e metlhel;ma the daughter of Himavat. He at;sked her.: s ? tlfe
B ’f do’ration 9" She the goddess of Vidya, said: It. is
Being wort'h v of aho alone is worthy of highest adoration. For, verily
Bra:;ma I?u:)s:;l ;vf Brahma you obtained majesty.” So saying she
in this vic
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they alone wil
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fourteen worlds {ror Great Victor that moves the mighty stars
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lmijghty Br

the firmament moves.
(Kena)
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SOME RELIGIOUS TENDENCIES OF TO-DAY.

Rama DAsa,

Al over the world there is the stir of a new life. The extension of
education has stimulatad scientific curiosity in the massss. We see its
fruit in original and courageous thinking on the problems of life by
persons who were hitherto accustomed to take other peoples’ opinions
on trust. In the religious sphere men are asking with earnestness and
insistence the old questions of life and death and happiness. While
alive to the achievements of the past they are desirous of carrying on both
the investigation and the application of the result to life farther than has
been done by their forfathers.
All religions have felt the impact of this spirit. In Christianity there
growing conflict between the Fundamentalists who look upon the
Bible as a revelation and its verses as inspired and the Modernists who do
not consider it profane to doubt this tradition and are willing to question
and reconcile the implications of thejr faith with the proved facts of
scientific research and experience. The same spirit is pervading Islam
though more slowly and in a milder degree. In Hinduism we appear to
be on the eve of a momentous awakening spiritual and secular.

It is important that we should study the expression of this spirit and
realise its inwardness and power. Such study is being practically forced
upon us by the changes that are taking place around us. On every side
the old religious landmarks are vanishing. Steadily and as if under the
pressure of g compelling urge men are changing their outlook on life,
With or without regret they are adopting habits and forming organisations
which in course of time are bound to transform Hindu society, What is

hither are we heading ? What will ul-

These questions are being asked by
many in whispers and with fear, It may not be incorrect te describe the
thinking mind of India as filled with interrogation marks.

Are we witnessing merely one of those periodic revivals of religious

-fervour which in the past have added new phases to Hinduism ? Or are
We entering into & new era where

isa

*
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‘ orm a growing section—who ask
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accepted religious postulates. And he claims the further right to modify
them and to propagate the new modifications on institutional lines. It is
a phenomenon full of portent for the future. Indeed it is causing some
modern movements to be understood more as revolts than as revival or
reformation. Not unnaturally it is producing bitterness within the
Hindu ranks.

A part of this freedom is due to the scientific ocuriosity that is now
extending to the mass mind and which desires that religious truths no
less than physical should be cepable of explanation, experiment, and
verification., The claim for scientific demonstration in religious matters
may evoke surprise. But it is there. Texts along with kings appear to
have outlived the age of Divine right. Their authority is subjected to
challenge by people who do not accept their infallibility. It ie this spirit
that questions the need for intermediaries between God and man. It is
this spirit that presumes to doubt the efflcacy of old rituals and desires to
explore the source of their power. It is this spirit that is relegating to a
secondary place the quest for personal salvation and is deflecting the
religious impulse to social helpfulness. For if we are members one of
another we cannot be selfish enough to desire to be saved alone.

There is to-day a great outpouring of power throughout the world.
Human consciousness is expanding so as to comprehend the whole world
as a unit. Human sympathies are broadening though under limitations
80 as o comprehend the entire human race as a single family. The
v;orld is being linked together in intimate cultural and economic relation-
ship. There is a unique exchange of experience between the nations of
the world. Men are getling the vision and the strength to do and to dare
things that have not been dreamt of before. In lndia many movements
have arisen and more are likely to arise all having as their objective the
betterment of human life, It is often a difficult problem to asses the
worth and beneficent character of these movements. We may not how-
ever be wrong if in judging them we remember that as long as a move-
ment promotes human brotherhood and stimulates sacrifice and service, as
long as it endeavours to pool human strength for battling against the
common foes of man, as long as it seeks to replace the exploitation of

man by man by exploitation of the resources of nature by man, so long

that movement is a spiritual movement, i.e., one "of co-operation with

the Will of God, or in our Hindu terminology it is one in conformity
with Sanatana Dharma., :

Aiv—
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DECADENCE OF THE GAYATRI
DREAMER.

What is it that is resisting the spirit of the Gayatri? Why do we
find many of those who have the rare privilege of a formal initiation into
the Maha Mantra negligent in their duty towards it ? People take infinite
pains about what shall we eat? How shall we sleep? Where shall we
travel ? But they are utterly indifferent to their allegiance to the
Gayatri. Some do not care whether they possess this precious right or
no. Others give it only a lip recognition. Those in whom the great
Gayatri lives are few at the present day.

All the time there are millions of men who are envying the possessors
of this right and who thirst for the fortune of its contact. SO?’DB of these
try to oultivate connection with it in spirit. 1t may not be incorrect to
say in one sense that the whole of Hindu India looks up to the Ga.yajtn
us 8 prideless national treasure. It cherishes with reverex.we the »:wnp—
tures that glorify the Gayatri. It reveres the men who live a_ l.xfe of
loyal devotion to the Gayatri. It still respects those who are willing to

profess external adherence to its forma. . ’ .
Can it not be that all may share in its ganctification and stimulus? Is

it possible for its possessors to cast it away from them in the in.diﬁ’erenoe
born of ancient familiarity and object to othere picking it up thh. eager-
ness and rearing it with genuine faith? We do not like to face this qj;e?-
tion, But it is being asked in the profound depths of the qub-oonsoxm.u
mind of Hinduism. And one day it will be answered in the only way ig
whioh the religious spirit answers such questions.

aRst gAY 7 ABASREARE: |

ynfra g af W AR Ay o |
‘ Gita Ch, 1X.
“1 am alike for all! I know not hate,
I know not favour! What is made is Mine |
But them that worship me with love, I love;
They are in me, and I in them !
 Meanwhile it may be useful to study the obstacles that hinder the

"ﬁeady flow of the influence of the Gayatri and attempt o remove them.

Ignorance of its meaning and of its power, ignoranoe of its traditions, ),g.
norance of its pbuibilities in modern India, and ignorance of the relative
. 4 - . -

e L * Song Celestial Edwin Arnold,
g
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eage with whioh one can.enshrine it in one's life;
obstacles that have to be cleared. It ig ignoran
tremendous inertia which is so marked a feature in
at the present day. The dispelling of ignorance
deadening weight of this inertia,

[AvausT

these are the primary
ce that has bred the
our mental make-up

will help to lift the
That is the first step.
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1A RE STATEMENT OF FAITH.
PROFESSOR S. K. YEGNANARAYANA AIVAR, M, A,

We are asked to state whether the influences now operating upon
Hinduism are wholly evil and therefore to be resisted. The editor unfortu-
nately gives us no clue as to what influences he had in mind. I take it
that the following are some of the most important of influences :— :

1. Contact with the west or in general with people outside India
with different religions and cultures,

" 2. The modern tendency which may roughly be called the scientific
tendency attaching greater importance te experiments and v?riﬁcat'ion
and making cautious statement of generalisations, instead of lnd.u]gmg
in abstract propositions building blind theories based on them and indulg-
ing in wordy warfare as the schoolmen did.

. 1 Questionnasre.
‘1. Are the new influences operating upon Hinduism wholly evil and therefore to be

rosisted? :

2. What adjustments are necessary for obtaining the greatest benefit from their

'oontaot?

3. What immediate efforts would you suggest to instil greater knowledge and belief

in the primary sacraments making for spiritual progress? .
4. Would you recommend a vniform sacrament or sacraments for all Hindus?

5. What steps if sny would you advise for promoting greater understanding, unity

- 894 o0-operation among the followers of the many and diverse oreeds in Hinduism
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1\ €ommentators of great religious books e

V" Interpretation is sti!l confined to the four
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3. The rise of democracy which is ema
“ under dog*’, The man of birth and stat
without these so-called advantages,
Man is true gold for all that
the value of the

[SEPTEMBER

ncipating the women and the
us i8 no longer superior to men
“Rank is but the guinea stamp.
a8 the poet sang. The enhancement of
individual has its tremendous repurcussions upon our

of society and indirectly upon our
religious conceptions.

If I am right in my surmige of the influences which the editor has
in mi

all great forces, much depends upon what use we make of them. Under
wis

@ guidance these influences may be made to be great factors for
upliftment or improvements otherwise for blind iconoclasm.

Turning to the second question, ;. e., what adjustments are
necessary for obtaining the greatest benefit from their contact, I am
of opinion that the great Hindy society must have some machinery for
taking stock of the situation from time to time. Re-examination of
fundamentals in the light of growing knowledge is characteristic
of all living and growing religions. Christianity had its oecumenioal
Councils. Buddhism had its sangha and we too had our own Parishads
that settled important matters. But in these degenerate days, we have
become cowards and are afraid of change, and even when the time spirit
compels the introduction of g change, it is smuggled into the existing
Syetem and a false impression is created that there has been no change-

ven when they take a step for-
ward, are afraid of boldly announcing the

staterof affairs. They take extra Pains to make us believe that their

corners of the text book, though
ext book may be departed from.

. We must have intellectual
honesty. ‘We must have the courage to state that God has not oreated
the world and revealed all that is necessary for the benefit of mankind
and has absconded, On the other hand, God is ever present with
us and is revealing himself in various ways. Our spiritual heritage is
getting added to. The race of seers is not ended. From Yagnavalkya to

as a matter of fact the 8pirit of the old ¢
This commentator mentality muyst go

lakrishna, from Gargi to Dr. Besant there has been an unbroken
re;

of great men and women who have addeg
 experience.

. ' Revelation

ever bresent affair,

to the common stock of
The last chapter of our Holy Soriptures is not yet

in fact is not g Phenomenon of the past, but is an
With this attitude i mind, we must encourage the

nd, I have no hesitation in pronouncing these to be good. But like

'r departure from the existing ledge and belief among all the Hi

. ‘e
are neither Christians, nor Muslims,

Muslitos, Christians.and eve
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- Conferances where not only Pandits o
r

but men of light, of wide culture and vast ex-
u

' : iration
: be co-opted. I am second to none In miagzldying
perience will also ed type and 1 feel sorry that the l‘a."e ld me to the
of the Pandit of the.OIt-ozp for that fine type has :.10.1'. bl'md'e ited. His
out. But my a(.lm.u'a lf that» type. The Pandit’s vxsmn. is hm:;e ) ;phere
defects characteristic © found and deep so faras bie hmlt ents of
knowledge may t.>e Pl;o vitalised by contact with other depar ms live
is concerned, but 18 no lso suggest that in _theso wnfel:ncf)t,mere
knowledge. 1 wouldde:lt with in an intelligible wayT;n Vzkyartha
problems should Dbe discussed in a learned manner, = elike a rope
scholastic problems ted in the Parishads of P”‘n‘,ms ” e performer,
met_hod generally adop mnastios showing the dexterity of t.‘he peion must
dancing or some clever :ywisdom of persons assemb.led. szo};ss -
but it does n°1f add tot eaoular of the province and in ordmar}bytories o
be carried on in the vern ly Parishads would become contrs l:-, resent.
tandable prose. Then ::: be the mere curiosities that they are & pmb]ie;
g B o proceedings of some of thoso losred o and tho
Any one watching the ::; fact that both the subjects d‘““:h Pandits
would be struok' byh m are time honoured ones. .So far Bﬁ tiZts fmﬁl
method of handlu'lg t ?f the magnificant discoveries of s.oxen b o the
are concerned, it is agl rofoundly affected the Philosophy '

Galileo onwards that have iI; a truism to say that Vedanta has nothing

- bie i m that
preskaro non-exisin 1:{ :vould get additional confirmation fro
to fear from science.

1 shook.
ear any morta perns eater know-
quarter and need no? £ o about suggestions for instilling gr s making
The third question 13 ndus in the primary sacramen ak

ith the fundamental
1 oss, Here we are confronted with
for spiritual progress.

. hen

local Legis-
thrown out the other day on the floorof the
a challenge was

isfied himself with the
to-General satisfie k

: . rned Advoos Hindu law,

lative Council, theﬁlz:,ion that Hindus are those who follov.v ::: ' is to say.

very imperfect de :ﬁndu Law is, every lawyelj knows ,ts of Indis, Who

and tbat,wh;'t;h:d only negatively, roughly as inhabitan ’

Hindus are defin

holding of Parishads °
type should be invited,

i a8 “not this'and -
ishads to describe Brahman . his ar
the famous sttempt of Upeniehs between the orthodox Brahmin and

pot this”. What is there in common h open arms _l_)y-‘the

it]
" being welcomed Wi ‘
the untouchable who 18 .n‘“:y other proselotysing faith. How- 039 wo

nor Parsees etc. This reminds us of -
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form a com i
Adi DraVidamm;hnk between these two extremes, the Brahmin and the
encouraged to wel'SOnany I should think that all Hindus should be
ear some kind of caste m
; ark, that i o lie
cat1°In of sandal to the forehead, if not anythingazll: for exsmple. appl
am also f . . . Q.
should observe :Z;?:ll?lzg o .Bome common sacrament which all Hindus
srayer Which ;homd md of :lmple worship every day, some uttering of
i redound from Cape C ;
morning and . pe Comorin to Himalayas eve
and Christian:?ez ovening. We have very much to learn fronf l/:u::it:l:
at stated time.s the sf‘tf:;% Bours the Muezzin calls from the minarets and
from the Archbish OF¢'S Prayer is being uttered by all the Christians
In this commaction olpsiowildttl) the veriest pauper supported by the parish
? ’ ould like to pay my h :
leader of . pay my humble respects to that grest
forward ;?:ﬁf;nd;: I’?{[adan Mohan Malaviya, who has boldly iome
a indus in h
bles or untouchabes. n boly mantras whother they be toucha"
We are
promoting gr::l:f ;Zd:ta:e dw hat steps we would recommend for
rstanding, unity and .
follo . ! co-operation the
effec:::m Oftt:lilmany and diverse creeds in Hinduism. One :fmtc;lngmost
e methods of bringin ' o
. g about a better ;
meeting of understanding is frequent
o z ; e':eta.fders of. thought of various schools, not as thei: Pro e:itorﬂ
tit]eag g 0 hc-)ld W.lth & view to win victory over the opponents ® d geb
b rathivathi Bhayankara. They must meet in a tt:nd y
ili i ; n a 80
the mirf;st:;'dd:;th 8 view to find out points of similarity and nolt uetresl
erence. It is only by such leaders meeting, exchanging

thoughts and exercisi i
sing their mighty infl i
better co-operation can be brought about tenos on thelr followers (he*

Lastly, i i
¥, though not included in the questionnaire, I should like to

make one or t ; .
i o Spsmm e f ool e
minds of younger generation a leg:ti;u 'made to instil into the
spiritual herit ) ate pride about their
should bo eno:ugrige:s Dgl s;nd thereto knowledga of sanskri:ia::t:t:
soloctions from m”t;r i hildren of both sexes should be taught to repeat
language, which unfox-fueces and- thue helped indirectly to master the
which o6 the firt hurd;la?ely is Jooked upon as a difficult one, and
est things fo learn. Thi “;] 18 cleared, is one of the easiest ind plea'nnt-
help the laity in the matt T, the priests that worship in temples and
better educated than the °r of conducting sacraments must be very muoch
would have experienced v are .at present. Many a loverof . ek
noed.a tragic shoek when he hears the u:ak;:i::.:::

.
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ts and purohits who are absolutely

ignorant of the meaning not only of the Mantras they are repeating, but
also of the simple sanskrit words composing the formula regulating the
details of ceremonies. Princes and rich men must come forward to endow
Theological 1nstitutes which would train scholars who could speak
with authority on the glories of our religion. As an aid to all these an
o brought into existence which would print and
ligion and make them available even to
the Gita must be made

111

horribly mis-pronounced by pries

organisation must b
publish the great classics of our re
the poorest amongst us. To take one example,

‘available at one anna a ¢OpYy:
These are some of the ideas that gtruck me in oconnection with the

1 am thankful to the learned editor of the
he has given me in expressing my
ing his questionnaire.

questionnaire issued.
Bharata Dharma for the opportunity
ideas upon a very important matter by answer

et

THE LIVING PAST.
By T. L. VASWANL

ad : Sang the poet.

Let the dead past bury its de ‘
d systems heavy with decay. These

India, it is true, has custom an

must be swept. )
A Past that does not die. There is an

But there is 8 Living Past.
gun-rise is young and fresh and new. Commune

Anocient that like the
and you will have a new, creative

with it,—I say to the nation’s youth;

shakti for the building of anew nasion.
India’s Future, I humbly submit, must

Living Ideals of her soul.
They have not failed us;
in loyalty to them lies the ho

have its roots deep in the

we have failed them.
pe of India’s world-mission in the New

Age that is dawning. »
Already the war-weary West looks to the Wisdom of the East for &
message of help and healing. 1t is true pot many in the West have a

true knowledge of Indis. either anoient or modern. Yet a feeling is
growing in Europe and Amerioa that the new word of power must come
from the East. Groups here and there turn to India to-day,—as did the
sages and thinkers of China and Japen in the long age,—as the Promie-
od Land. As a French writer puts it:—

About modern Indis, the information given by the press is scanty,
manipulated, second hand ; it issues from agencies Whose chief object
is not the spreading of truth. As for the desoriptions given by the
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tourists, novelists, missionaries, etc., they most often impart a very one-
sided and prejudiced impression. And yet India is, for most continental
Europeans, whether literate or illiterate, a kind of Realm of the Spirit, &
Motherland of God, a Christ among the Nations. India is, now-a-days,
in the imagination of the Western peoples, what Palestine was for the
Christians at the time of the Crusades.

Modern Europe lies exhausted, lies wounded. Francesco Nifti, an
eminent Italian statesman, goes so far as to say that * the whole of
Europe is decadent.” * All of Europe,’’ he adds, * is going downward.”
And again :—* Every day that passes Europe is sinking rapidly.” The*
more I think of it, the more I feel that for a new inspiration Europe
must turn to the Culture of India. Itis a culture pre-eminently spiri-
tual. Western education on its two sides, classical and scientific, has &
great value for modern India. But we must distinguish between Western.
culture and Westernism. In India there has been a confusion of the

two ; and not a few of the educated youth look upon the Ancient I doals

as outworn superstitions of an infant race. Westernism has infected
not a few with that lower materialism which resolves the soul into
& phenomenon of matter. And 1 sometimes think that - back of
the school of violence in Western politics is a frank philosophy
of materialism. Westernism has taught not a few to make material
officiency the one great test of progress, so that you are oivilised
in the measure you develop the art of killing or exploiting
the weak ! Ancient India was a culture-state but went down in the day
our culture stood in aristocratic aloofness from life and religion became
identified with a creed of inaction. Western education roused us from
inertia ; but Westernism made us irreverent of Ishwara’s revelations to
our Raoce and imperilled the values of Indian Ideal. We came out of &
Dark Age only to enter the Darkness of an imitation-cult. It taught
us to worship the idols of power and machinery, money and goods. We
forgot, as Lord himself has recently reminded us, that these are “‘useful
only as they set us free to live and are but means to an end. *“Wester
nism with ite cult of the- machinery and money-bag trampled upon the

vision of India, the vision of the Eternal Youth. What do we find to-day?

Imitation. Which means suppression. There is no creativeness in the

ocurrent system of .education. Even our national politics are ‘mainly
imitative, not Oreative.
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GAYATRL
By

DREAMER
On thé Gayatri Day 1 sat in meditation on the ‘Mot.her of metre:’f:. As
I pondered over its significancs through slow and dellbera;e :zpe i :ms
I seomed to be lifted as by an unseen pOWer, ‘frorn dark ¢ e’p sdv;v 1:)r:
primitive passions poisoned life, into the very al.)ode of G(t) 8, aan ::hose
presence that permeated the Universe. It was llke.a vas :,:;e n hose

waves were perpetually beating upon the shores of inert matter in

impatience. . * *
*

And then I saw another vigion' as of a mighty river cc?ursing throug:l
time in unsurpassed grandeur. It carried the waters h.fef.i -iler; : lanto
there through fissures in its banks men maflaged a.ftef in n:) el o
draw a little of its precious contents to irrigate th.elr lives. .n.y wi
constant axertion W88 it possible t0 keep the openings from silting up.

For lack of this energy many had let their lives become dry. The

waters flowed past without touching them.
*
*

* *

gs regions of time the river flowed until it came
dam had been thrown across its bed. The
ors and sent them through the high plains
Then did 1 behold & new miracle. Barren
Famished lives wera filled with
And shining Devas again came
t blossoms of devotion, and

Down through endle
to a place where a mighty
dam lifted a little of its wat
which adjoined the banks.
wastes burst suddenly with verdure.
strength. Idle men pbecame active.

i hering swee
down and lived among men gat .
the thank-offerings of sacrifice offered through acts of mutual service.

TALES FROM UPANISHAD.
C. T. SREENIVASAN, M. A.
A4 '
The Debate-

Phe fame and prosperity of the Videhas knew no boundfs; ;OL !ihe'y
were ruled by their Sire and king Janaka. The sple.ndour o 1 ;zg .
court had reached even the distant heavens where his na.@e wa.gd erd u:
high esteem and respect by the gods then}selves. A pxnous an ha e;:
student of Vedanta, Janaka was 2 devotee of the Brahmins to whom he

gave unstintingly his liberal support and patronage. From fhe d::ta;xln
corners of India, men of learning, scienc and wisdom flooked constantly
E ?
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to the king's court whence they returned doubly profited materially and
spiritually. In a word poverty, pain and ignorance found no room in
the kingdom of the Videhas.

Now the king entertained a desire to find out who among the Brah-
mins knew best the Vedas, that he might be guided by them in the
governance of the country. With this object in view he made an
announcement to the public that he intended to conduct a saorifice
called ‘ Bahudakshina,” for securing the commonweal and prosperity of
the whole country. The very name of the sacrifice indicated that
liberality was to be the key-note of the ceremony. For, it was pro-
claimed throughout the country that whosoever knew Brahman best
would get a reward of a thousand cows whose horns were adorned with
two hundred grains of gold and precious gems as well. And Janaka
alone knew the seeret that liberality shown to men of learning and
respect was the easiest means of acquiring knowledge.
wealth, but few, alas, possess the qualifications to be rich.

The result of the king’s announcement was tremendous. Thousands
of learned men with hoary traditions hastened to the court of
Mithila. On the day of the sacrifice there were assembled the Brahmins
of the Kurus and the Panchalas, who could recite the four Vedas from
memory without pauss. Thers came also Yajnavalkya tha prince af the
Yogins and the Vedantins; the sparkling Gargi the pride of Vachaknu
and the flower of the Indian womanhood ; Ushasta the illustrious son of
Chakra ; Uddalaka the godly son of Aruna ; and & host of other great
persons whose names were regarded as authorities in their respective
sciences and Vidyas. All were duly assembled at the king’s behest in the
magnificent sacrificial hall.

To such an illustrious assembly Janaka spared no pains to present
the proverbial splendour of his court. In the midst of them all, the king
sat on his .golden throne inlaid with diamonds, rubies, emeralds and
other rare stones of great value, whose lustre however paled before the
rays of justice, virtue and mercy emanating from the bright fore-head of
the king. The men of acute learning thought that in the king Nature
and the Divine had effected a happy union.

The king stood up and bowing to the. assembly said: * O venerable
Brabmins! My salutations to you! My people and my kingdom are
blessed by your sacred presence at my humble court, My race of

Mithila itself has become thrice blessed by my beholding the assembly
of such godly men. '

Many aoquire

‘angry questioning themselves how
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“ Whoever among you, O learned Brahmins, know Bra.hman,, bast
shall drive home these cows adorned with gold and pref:i.ous gems,"”’

So saying the king sat down on his throne awaiting eagerly the
claimant of the reward. ’

At first the king's speech puzzled and parplexed aula.rge number of
the Brahmins. For they all said to ons another: Wlfy should the
offer of cows be made to the knower of Brahman in particular, when

there are among us giants in the sciencss of sacrifices, rituals and other

pre-eminent branches of knowledge. The scisnca of Brahman, being

very anoient, is no doubt greatest and boast of all sciancas. But who
dare announce that he knows bsst Brahman. Even the gods dare not
8ay this.” Thus saying they all sat wondering who could ba that cour-

' ageous person coming forward to claim the reward.

For a time none came forward; and ths king romained anxious :Zstt
the object of his sacrifice should go unfulfilled. It was th?n h;?
Yajnavalkya the fruition of Sama Veda, stood up and a’:idl:l?;smg tl;
disciple said: ** Gentle youth drive home those cows. e you
hastened accordingly to carry out his master’s commanfl. fd at

Yajnavalkya's simple and straightforward resolution stupe de ‘a
first the vast concourse of the Brahmins who sat agamlv:T :;Ini
whether they were wide awake or dreaming. For never in al 1?1 1:)-
worlds of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva, was there.a person w}-lg .coluh lf -
olaim that he knew Brahman. Here, on earth, in tha sa.c;n .cxa tha :s
Janaka, Yajnavalkya stood calm and self-possessed ordering :: 00 .
to be driven home thereby implying that he knew Bra,h.n.mnif fvery.'t
body thought that such a person must be Brabman hu.nSeB, ;;a;
is said in the Vedas that he who knows Brahman is Bra

himself there being nothing else basides him. Soon the wonder and

awe gave place to envy and jealousy; for none could brook the

idea of a single man taking away the reward for which they had all

. hey then became
] s of the country. T _
oome from distant Ppa Yajnavalkya dared to call himself

the bost knower of Brahman. But they lacked the courage to question

ue ';::::ly;ns then Asvala, the Hotar priest of the Janaka's palace.

With the silent approval of the king he rose to add.ress Yajmavalkys
thug: “O Flower of the Brahmin race! Stay a while your orde'r for
driving home the cattle. Before doing that you must answer us vjhotherl

You are indeed the best knower of Brahman.”
2



116 THE BHARATA DHARMA [SEPTEMBER

Yajnavalkysa replied smilingly: “ We bow to the knower of Brah-
man. Since none came forward to claim the reward, I desire to possass
the cows, being fond of them.”

The Hotar priest said, * Yajnavalkya, do not touch the cows, for
the king had announcad that none should take them away without show-
ing his worth. It is also enjoined in the Sastras thata knower of
Brahman shall not accept or take away anything without proving
his desert.”

Yajnavalkya was in fact pleased with the priest’s opposition sinc2
he had not come there merely for the roward. So he said; * Asvala, I
shall willingly abide by your request. It will delight me much to
be questioned in the most saarching manner on the subject of Brahman;
then thers will be ample time for us to fight over the apportionment
of the reward.”

Everybody was ploasad with Yajnavalkya's roply because they hoped
to hear shortly the most difficult of the sciences expounded. Intens?
silence prevailed in the hall of sacrifice. Clad in white silk and adorned
with sacred boads, ashes and sandal paste Asvala looked tha very
spirit of Bacrifice itsslf. But beaming with peace, wisdom and equi-
poise Yajnavalkya looked the mightier of the two, beautiful like the
rising sun. Anxious minds were speculating over the trend and character
of the debate.

After bowing to the augustasssmbly Asvala said; * Yajnavalkys,
all this is pervaded by death and subject to it. By what means over~
coming death is a sacrificer liberated ?”

Subtle is the problem of death and subtler the way of liberation.
If the latter were to bs procurad at all, death should reveal the secret
of life, Who can understand the deep meanings of life apd death ?
Perhaps ths sweet mystery of the one is the grim tragedy of the other!
To conquer death first, and than to avoid rabirth—who has achieved that
supreme consummation ? ' ' ’

Exhibiting not even the faintest tracs of hesitation or perplexity
Yajnavalkya raplied “ Asvala, you have done well to begin with the
subject of death as your firet question. For life and death are as it were,
poles apart but the two inevitable aspects of the natural course of all
things within this universe. They are the two eternal light and shadow
chasing each other throughout this infinite majesty of a universe. Their
- mutual opposition is the mainstay of the universe. But the two con-

stitute a vicious circle from which escape seems to he well neigh im-

- such a person the sun never sats or rises.

.Were, in the mid-sky without any foun
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Possible for the generality of the mankind. Now and then a good soul
having become disgusted with the monotony of this cyclic existence,
looks around with & view to ending this'miserable but nonetheless be~
witching destiny.

“ With unbiasad mind let us enquirainto the naturs, meaning and
value of life and death. What is death if it be not a mental attachment
toward unrealities born of the natural ignorance of ths mankind regard-
ing the character of the material world and the soul. The former which
is unreal, is viewed as the real, while the soul, the only existent reality,
is traated as th2 perishable. Wonderful is. this baginningless ignorance
of mankind that is able to achieve the impossible feat of mutual trans-
ferancs of alien and opposing attributes! Sinc> attachment hides the
purity of the soul, death is termed a bond ; the sanses by which this feat
is accomplished, are called the chains that characterize death and bind
the absolutely frae soul to a mortal coil. But life furnishes the means
in the form of a corract knowledge of the nature of such attachments
whereby the bonds are cut asunder.

. * Agvala, speech which is fira, is the priest called Hotar, The speech

of the sacrificer is verily this Hotar. By the fire of speech a perso'n
obtaing liberation. It is by speech that s man gets attached t.o h{e
treacherous senses and their evanescent objocts ; and by speech which is
knowledge he is freed from the snares of widespr‘e‘ad (%eath,” ) -

Asvala proceeded with his gecond question. YaJnajval_kya .he said:

“All this is pervaded by and subject to days and mghtzs, bright and
dark halves of the lunar months. By what means overcoming the grasp
of time is the saorificer liberated ?” .

Yajnavalkya: “Your sacond question follows logically from th> first.

For both life and death are pivoted on time for their play. Without

liberation from the sense of time, solar and lunar, a pzrson does not

obtain complete salvation. - . ‘ .
' “Aditys who is the sun and ruler of days and nights, is the priest

oalled Adhvaryu, He is the eye of the sacrificsr, by whosa grace the

i days and nights. To
sac m the temporal sway of the
b e oo b By tha vital breath which is

called Wdgathar—the breath of the sacrificer himself—he is freed from
the lunar months, Having thus obtained complete liberation from the

3 j‘,;bﬂl.ldl of time, the person. is neither born nor does he die.

the atmosphere that we breathe, hangs, as it

.o -Asvala: “Yajnavalkya
aJ : dation whatsoever. By what means

¢
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then does a person approach the place of Heaven and what does he
conquer thereby?”

Yajnavalkya : Mind which is the moon, is the priest called Brahma
which is the mind of the sacrificer. By this mind the person grasps the
atmosphere leading to Heaven. By this Brahma which is absolute
liberation, one conquers the worlds of the shining ones, the noisy worlds
of the forefathers and the painful worlds of the men below. BY mind
which is infinite he conquers the world of the infinite as well. By
means of the vital breath a sacrificer recites the sacred mantras whereby
he conquers the world of the atmosphere. Thus by performances 01_"
rites and sacrifices with a correct knowledge of their import, man attains
liberation in life itself from the meshes of time and death.”

Thereupon Asvala bowed to Yajnavalkya and remained silent.

Ushasta son of Chakra, rose next and said: Yajnavalkya, all holy
works like sacrifices eto., have worldly effects only and therefore abso-
lute liberation by them alone is impossible. For obsessed by ideas like
virtue, vice, pain and pleasure and seized by the fetters of the senses and
their objects of enjoyment, the sacrificer roams about in the world trying
to cast them off but assuming them again and again under different
forms and conditions. Do therefore explain to me, O venerable sage, the
Brahman which is present as the unaffected Witness of these panoramio
changes and which is free from any taint of virtue and vice, free from
all sensual fetters and their attributes like touch, taste, smell, sound,
form etc.”

Yajnavikya: ‘“Ushasta. The Brahman you refered to, is your soul
which is within every being.”

Ushasta : “ What is the soul that is within every being ? "

Yajnavalkya: “The ability to distinguish the soul from every other
thing with which it is wrongly identified, is the one indispensible means
for attaining liberation. In the absence of such a discrimination a person

is seized by the hands of death, and being caught in the whirlpool of
births and deaths, he assumes perforce one body after another till he
obtains a true knowledge of the purity and freedom of the soul. Poswess-
ing this Viveka or discriminative intelligence one reaches ere long the

real Self which is absolute liberation itself. This is also the grim mea-

ning of death itself, for death signifies rebirth and birth is intened for

the realisation of the true nature of the soul. When this is once obtai-

ned, life and death become meaningless terms being indistinguishably
mexged into to the true nature of the soul. That Brahman which is the

“air and going every

tramgignt and unreal.”’

19321 THE BHARATA DHARMA 119

rs of ths sanses and their attributes,

i the fette Srid
sherual winess froe "0 being. A recognition of this simple

is your soul whish is within every 1 A

" do not continu2 any ongor. ' .
factUa‘;‘d Z otl“Yajnavalkya. What you have so ably explained I fail
o olom It looks a8 though you have meraly pointed out to me

to grasp clearly. scise torms the natura and the

n the midsky. Tell ma in more pPr

a point i
. 1" i .

loca?{or% of ﬂ;;;:l-l “Be it so, Ushasta. That which breathes by the
ajnava :

asconding by the ascending

i cending air,
breath. descondivE >7 the is your soul which is'

where with the outgoing air,
within every being.”
Even then Ushast .
I shall humbly crave your mc.iul
signs like respiration ete., is a8 1na \
“the cow is an animal that 8068 there.

. . 0
ioh i within every being. : ]
D e he soul in clear and praocise torms ?

. gt net «
lntellBe:t lf.lt cznll;:tiedei?npatient Yajnavalkya aa.?d: Dear .man,. know
L th { the soul could not bs defined pracissly a8 this thing or
:;:0: for all :Iv‘:u]d ordinarily define an object. For how .could thfa deﬁ;
AN |y defined ? A definition would make him an object 0
n?r be ar?e'quate Y L is absurd, 6ince it would lead to another definer, ad
his definition w.hl.c l le commonsense, O Ushasta, and having gras?ed
m. This is s0p? ssible. The soul is ever the only subject
this, do not attempt tho P Hence you cannot bshold the Be-

joct.
that will never become $he obl t hear the Hearer of the hearing-

‘ holding ; you 0anno tho H
o oo t: :hk;:k of the Thinker of the thinking: and you cannot know
you canno

the K f the knowing. Acts like knowing, baholding, hearing and
o Kpower 0

00 i like the
hin 1o tW mmon ones pertain to the organs ‘ .
thinking ars ¢ o-fold; wTh9 he effects being their modifications
aye, ear, mind etc., O

hich they are t .
the’

i o8 called the gpiritul, belong to the o.oul of .whmh :;y

Bm::e hlghertofe peing neither its modifications nor its attributes. e

are its vory natu ‘

former class of aotivities, belng

of the nature of effects only, have a
inni d an end, but the latter belong permanently to the soul and
beginniog an® & ’ ¢ at any time OF plaoce.

That is your soul
are neithe acq’ednorlos . . Ny
th ‘:t : an: “unaifeoted witness. Every thing different from it, is
e eterna

a did not understand. So he gaid : “Yajnavalkya,
gence. To define Brahman by such
dequate as to define a cow by saying
Expalin to me once again the
f what avail is the human

infinitu

rosumed his seat.

Thepeupon Ushasta iaka, said: “Yajnavalkys, what you havo:

Next Kahola son of Kush
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explained till now pertains to the soul so far as it has an existence inde-
pendant of the body and senses. Now tell me about that particular
knowledge whereby practical emancipation could be had.”

Yajnavalkya : “Well said, Kahola. You sasm. to be eminently gifted
with practical insight. Infinite aroe tha ways of description of the soul.
But all ths human labours do not even touch ths Actual by the fraction
of a tenth part of millimetre. Absoluts libaration is difficult to be had
without renunciation which is hard to b3 attained in life. Knowledge
and renunciation constitute the highsst wealth in man, What is called
wealth is twofold, human and divine, Human wealth supplies: the
means and wherawithals for parformance of scarifices and rites whereby
the worlds of the gods and forefathers ara obtained. But these worlds
are as true as our dream worlds, lasting as long as the effects of saori-
fices last! Tharefore even the worlds of the gods have to be ranounced.
For it is folly and ignorance to yearn for tham

which are the temporary
effects of certain sacrifices.

“Desira then to possass the soul which is frea from hunger, thirst,
grief, old age and death, possassing which the person becomes the im-
perishable. But desires born of ignorance, bind mankind to the wheel
of births and deaths. Then they long for wives, sons, and wealth and
perform sacrifices to scurs them. Compard to the soy] such things are
as unsubstantial as our dream phantoms; and in this mad and blind
bargain the soul is entirely forgotten. Sugh is the power of Ignoranoce
that shrouds the only Factor of existence that counts, Thuys men suffer
misery and bondage for which they can blams nejther God nor Nature
but their own avarice, ignorance and folly,

“Attaining the wisdom of the soul as the One unaffected Witness &
Brahmana should arm himself with the sword of renunciation against
the onslaught of the carnal degires. Thinking is meant for knowledge
leading to the realisation of that One Witness, Thinking constitutes
ignorance or bondage if it is about unraal things like wealth and the
worlds of enjoyment. By not-thinking of suc
obtains renunciation which is liberation,
the Strength one becomes g true Brah
thinking and the not-thinking of the Bra
being. . :

“Such a Brahmana, though he might live by
an ordinary man, has really risen above the sphe
sacrifices, Unaffected by the latter he becomes

Knowing thus the Wisdom and

mana having understood the
hman which s within every

re of work, desires and
the One Witness. The

_exclaimed,

rc "’
Venerable sage I orave your mercy

| pendent seeker of truth. T

b unreal things a person’

eathing and moving like

. 21
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80 called fetters of the senses and the b?nd: of igx}lc‘);znz; layrerlnmt;c; ?ser:
illusio strained imagination. .
l;:::(::ent:ol:zov(:ie:gecz;‘ the soul as the one unaffected Witness of all
chan‘g;:‘ Yainavalkya finished his speech every body sat spsll bound.
For the ::luthacj)f his exposition had reached tha innsrrfllostt racesses of the
hearts of the hearers. Thera after Kahola becama s1ben1; @ tho countrs
laka son of Aruna, said : “‘Some years bac m- ;
o abode in the house of Patanjala of the fam’lly ?f Kapi,
::rtr;el\::::aso:v :tudying the science of sacriﬁ.ce. dPatar:J:lll: :s wfgz ;v::
od by a Gandhsrva. The latter questioned us i Do wou
gx::s:he Thread by which this world, the othel: w?rld, and a ; 311(151  are
bound together, and their Inner Ruler ¥’ We said, ‘No .R’l‘lhe k::ws e
“Whoever knows the Thread a.nc}l1 th; Innsarth: e::),ul rows the
. gods, Vedas and the elemants; he know .
Ezr:;il:n iold us all about the Thread an.d the Inner-g:-ﬂe-;h:;;usai :3:1;2
to know them. If you, Yajnavalkya, ignorant of this

take away the cows, your head will surely drop down.”
a

Inner Ruler, he Brahmins shook with

thus, all t
When Uddhalaka had spoken v o o
fear and consternation lest the challenge if unauswered should lea

i aorad hall of sacrifice. . o -
) tmlfe: y 1Iftth'eujxmoved and unconcerned Yajnavalkya replied,” Pro
ut quite.

i f their
gently t men be frightened out o
O Gautama, and let no ' ;
oe':d 61 :ll ' indeed the Thread and the Inner Ruler. Otherwise I shal
wits, now i

i thus-” 1 o
not b(: sp:akxng “Any one can talk like that. But mere statement is n
autama :

is true, then tell
K of them. If what yousay 1

e it onzs l::o:vfle(zgeem if I have unwittingly offended you, O
me what you kuo . :

Gautama. Who will not admire a bold and inde-
“Ga .

Yajnavalkys: he Vedas also proclaim that none butthe

brav? beholds ;he iﬁ:ilread as it were, binding together _this world, the
* The wind is '

other and a w them it i i dead man
beings ithin . . v

that hi ‘menlxlber: are relaxed ; fo by the wind as by a threa oy are

18 for y read th

bound together.” (To be Continued)

p—— T
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KUCHEI A,

K.V, SESHA AIYANGAR

Afte ishi )
king of t;ev;:g:::m{g{ Kamsa and crowning the old King Ugrasons 9
separated since bi :;1 rShna Joined bis patents from whom he had been
children with tea:s ‘f -asudevaj and Devaki raceived their long lost
the sscrament . of joy. Krishna and Balarama were administered
8 suited to the twice-born, After bsing initiated into the

Gayatri th .
8y were sent for their education to the hermitaga of Sandipani -

in Avanti the modern Ujjain.
st qafrmal aagiansia |
AT A |
N Bhagavata X 4530
of Wisdom and Lords of the Univarse, like ordinary mortals

they sough i ‘1
ght their Guru, hiding their nature and their knowledge. They

pleased their Guru b i
y their devotion and mod
esty and Sandipani ht
them all the Vedas and sciences and arts. srdipent fat8

FHeATIARTY ARG |
G AT A F ||

. Bhagavata X. 45-33

The . g . 3
their te;;heeiu::gonall career was one of phenomenal brilliance. What

1d only once they grasped immedi N
days they completed as many arts ediatoly.  In sixty-four
In th ; ' '
was a Br:hs:l?rlxe : ermitage and undergoing instruction at the same time
gave to this poo Oyd named Sudama. An inexplicable accident of life
his school dags r az obscure youth the company of 8ri Krishna during
stand Sri Krish. : I.ld a 1:are good luck gave him the capacity to under-
AlL tho sams :ha? identity, a privilege denied to many greater than he.
e foos and,int.ezr mutual association in the Gurukula of Sandipani
levelled and minzlt:ate' In the democracy of school life distinctions were
wors trontad equauyczmn;;ned with one another without reserve. Both

Y their t
adventures of gurukula. eacher and shared equally the joys and
Part of ¢ isci . .

the house of :‘;ed;::lpgine of discipleship in ancient India was servics in
tho mastar's wite tm(: :r: One day Krishna and Sudama were agked by
gathering fuel f rmg. firewood. When they were returning after
sorm. 1n thmrlc;m the. neighbouring forest they were overtaken by &
wandering hand e;r: llllghtmng, and rain they lost their way and after
and for a time spent the lonely night in the

- fulfilled. May you have unfa

. providential distribution of gifts in
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forest. Next morning the anxious Guru set out in search of his lost

pupils. Discovering them in that gad plight his heart was touched, and

he blessed them in affection and gratitude.

wERgAH FaRerzslagfa:
*

*

*

aazafzar=a: FaEd TjelasEa |
* * *

gesew fgasgr &E GeganIcar: |

geaieaaaaIid nafecagaEd |l
Bhagavatha 1X. 80°40, 41 & 42.

you have faced peril for my gsake. You have acted

f discipleship. May your heart's desires be
ding memory of the Vedas. Inthe
this blessing had a unique fulfill-

My brave lads,
up to the highest traditions 0

chequered chart of Sudama’s destiny

ment. And Kriskna was the fulfiller.
Years passed. To Sri Krishna these were years of strife, adventure,

and ascendancy. At the end of them, he found himself reigning in
splendour as King of Dwaraka. To his whilom classmate the future was
neither exciting nor prosperous. His was the lot of the poor brahmin, the
rendering of meek adoration to household gods in the sphere of common
duyties, But it was a sore trial in two ways. Penury dogged his foot-

steps. To add to the affliction came an ever growing family. In the
this world the share of Sudama

quential ordeals, with mental detach-

consisted of poverty and its conse
Shut out from the race for wealth

raent and restraint as compensations.
by the vows of his caste, Sudama had to extend his acquisitions in the

long suffering. Mated to a wife of equal virtue

he eked out a famished livelihood with such things as chance brought in
his way, It wasa trying proceés. Sudama sank deeper and deeper in
the bottomless mire of economic distress. Joy gave place to depression.
The terrible pressui'e of want gradually transformed young Sudama into
a Xuchala, » man in rags. Such was the class mate of Krishna when we

meet him in our story.
gmwa’wa@aﬁﬁamuh gafaan:
RergfeaaEy gaeareafadsa: |
geeFAIaaTAa gamAgEE |
et SegemEaaE |

realms of patienve and

Bhagavata X 80.6 & 7.
(To be continued)
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REVIEW,

(1) The Message of the Gita
by
PROF D. 8. SARMA. M.A.,
(M. R. Seshan Publisher, Triplicane, Madras.)

According to Professor Sarma the Gita is a Yoga Sastra, a gospel
of spiritual life in all its phases. ‘In a bundred different ways it points
out the increasing happiness of Yoga or union with God gained through
gervice, love and knowledge, and the increasing misery of Kama oF
mere self-centred desire. The soul which is of divine origin can have
peace and rest only in a world of spirit, where it can have harmony,

permanence and freedom, and not in this world which is full of strife

and change and bondage. The path of Yoga with its well-known stages
of Karma, Bhakti and Jnana leads, us up into that spiritual world,
while we are still remaining in this, whereas the path of Sangs of
attachment, with its equally well-known stages of Kama and Lobha,
and Krodha leads us only down and down into the whirlpool of SBamsara.
In other words, when a man eradicates his desires based on the delusive
notion of an exclusive individuality and trains his heart to flow out in love
and sympathy towards all beings and looks upon the faithful discharge
of his duties as the highest form of worship of God, he treads the path of
light which leads him to his true home.”

The Message of the Gita is an ancient quest. In the old days
it was only the few who were able to speak or write about it. In
modern India we have gained the faith to express our feelings about
it, with courage and reverence. The Gita is now practically the gos-
pel of leading thinkers and workers. All profess adherence to it, Many
find enough in it to inspire, to console, and to guide. More are anxious to

read and understand it for themselves. At such a time an address like '

this by one who has thought and pondered over its meanings and dwelt
in the atmosphere of the great book is a valuable contribution satisfy-
ing a felt want.

By those who have read the Bhagavad Gita as a book of daily
devotions the address will be liked for its balanced distribution of
emphasis and for its careful selection of thoughts and texts. To those

less intimate the address gives an attractive introduction to its study and
a correct attitude of approach to its teachings.

——— c————

* it8 present condition.

‘the fulfilment of which will reduce the incidence o
;. thatis a lamentable feature of the present times.

* Babha assumed mangement of the journal.

- sible.. That the journal does fulfil a need is testifie
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The Peace Maker
This is a monthly English Magazine published in Madras and is fan
advocate of Islam in South India. The August number of this magazme.
is an interesting issue containing contributions on aspects of lIslam and .on
Non-muslims will enjoy the freshness and faith

With which the writers approach the question. The tonets of Islam

deserve to he more correctly and widely known than they are at present

by non-Muslims, It is a matter for rejoicing that Muslims are presenting

their religion in a form that will help those Who are not O_f bheir faith to
aDpreciate the great truths and traditions of Islam. In this land of many

religions a proper understanding of one another’s religion is & civic duty
f communal discord

S

Report on the working of Bharata Dharma
193132

This report is confined to the period during which the Arya Mata

During this period our late

Brother Mr. Rajaram continued to be actively associated in f;he
editorship until his passing over in February 1932,‘ after whw?n
Mr. T, 8. Swaminatha Aiyar joined the editorship. The journal conti-
nued to be edited on lines found effective by previous ex?erie.nce. The
8rticles that have appeared are all of them original contnb‘ut.uons to the
iournal, They cover & wide ground and include exposifion of the
Upanishads, translation of hymus, anecdotes from. the Puranas and
Ithihasas, and sketohes of the lives of Saints. Attention was devoted fo
Telate the teachings of the Gita and the Upanishads to conf;emPorary
oonditions, A special feature of last year has been the publlcatlor'x of
contributions which emphasised the need for re-adjustment of the Hindu
Faith, and the methods of such re-adjustment. The journal has a']so
emphasised the paramount need at the present day for the trénslatnon
of religious faith into religious practice through communal service. .
Among the contributors to the journal have been many leading

men and women whose asgistance alone has made the work pos-
d to by the appre.

oiations that have been received, and in some cases published in the

columns of the journal. Difficulties do exist, and steady effort in the
future will be required to preserve and to enlarge the place of useful- |

ness which the journal has secured. HON. EDITORS,
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THE CHILDREN’S NEWS is just the magazine for the hoy or girl
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Every monthly issue brings hundreds of things to give the boy or
girl the-thrill of adventure, to engage those wide-spread interests of the
boy or girl and to help him or her accomplish the things he or she most

wants to do.

Regular stories and articles bri
A constant source of interesting, entertaining and educating material
1 boy bobbies—photo=
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A Sure To.Be.Treasured New Year or Birthday Gift.
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% “ YOGIC PHYSICAL CULTURE ”

By Sjt. S. Sundaram, Bangalore
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of a variety of delicious dishes.

|

! ' .

! GEREAL ROODS (Breaklast)
\

Quaker Oats, Grape Nuts,
m Force, Puffed Rice, Corn-
M Flakes, Shrodded Whaat, ote.
GERBAL FOODS (Various)

=

acaroni, Vermicell, Sago,
apioca, Szmolina, Corn Flour
Barley, Oatmeal, etc.

DRIED FRUITS

=3

| Currants, Raisins, Sultanas,

i Figs, Apricots, Peachas,

_f;.'l Prunes, Apple Chips and Rings, etc.
| HONEY

Various, with. or without comb.

‘f SYRUP

!'!t Golden and Maple.

‘ JAMS AND MARMALADE

§i Various best English Brands,
BISCUITS

FRUITS IN SYRUP

Apricots, Peaches, Pears,
| Pineapples, Greengages,

Printed by V. C. Krishnaswami at t‘xe India Prmtmg w ,rke, and P
Cecretary, Arya Matha Sabha, © Moryalaya’

VEGETARIAN FOODS

We append a short list of Vegetarian Foodstuffs, which can be
recommended for their nutrient value and for their appetising flavours,
 Some are ready for use, and others may be made to form the bagis
Many are rich in vitamin content,

@ Various, Huntley and Palmer’s ete,

For Prices of the above and other Vegetarian
Foodstuffs see our Stores List

sent free upon request

FRUITS IN SYRUP (Cuntd.)
Strawberries, Cherrias,
Fruit Salad, etc.

BEVERAGES

* Tomango ”* Orangs and Lamon

Squash, Rosa’s Lime Juica, ete,

MARMITE

A Yeast Extract, pursly vegatable
y2t having tha propertiss of moat |
extract, ‘

VYEGETABLES

Asparagus, Tomatozs, (naen Peas,
Corn, Succotash,

Vegotarian Baked Boans (contajn-
ing no meat), Mushrooms, Par- %
snips, ete.

SALAD OIL

Pura Olive.

BUTTER !

Governmoant Dairy, Finest Austra- 4
lian, ete, .

CHBESE

Cheddar, Dutch, Cream, etc,

SPENCER & CO, LTD,,
MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS,

ublished by the
". Foyapettah, Madras
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