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Ah! The wonder under the Banyan .tree! There sits the Teacher a
youth ; the disciples, elders. The teaching is silence, and the gisciplcs'

doubts are dispelled.
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SOME APPRECIATIONS

MR. JINARAJADASA FOR DR, BUSANT AND HIMSELE.~—The attempt.
of the Bharata Dharina is most necessary if Hinduism is to survive as
an effective force in the reorgunisation of India to- ~day....Not only her

(Dr, Besant’s) synmipathy but her enthusiasm is exactly with such a work
as is being attempted by the Bharata Dharma,

platform for the discussion of our religious and social problem from tha

standpoint of modernis»d faith responsive to the roquirements  of intslle-

ctual progross and rapilly changing social and oconomic conditions. The
articles in the journal have hoen thoughtful, broadminded and inspiring.

THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE VENKATASUBBA R AO. - The ideal of the

Bharata Dharma is o lofty ons that of enabling the readses to approach

the problem of life in a spirit of roason....Thoers is groater nexd in India +

to-day than ever to examine old customs and old concoptions and to
discard courageously such as are bounl to b3y unsuitably, Tho

Dharma offers to its roadors helpful sugg rstions in this dir.

Bharata
etion.
V. VUSREENIVASA ATYANGAR. 1 am glad to note that

in spite
of difficulties which are at the

present  day inevitable in all such
enterprises, you have heen able to carry on and  conduct the Bharata
Dharma so cwelll Ts  unlerstarl the truc conception of D
and seek to interpret the ancient {ndian Dharm

in a language which they

harma
a to the present generation
can understand, is no small or easy task, and |

T am glad to think that your orzan is dedic, wing itself to  that invalu ahle

service, While [ therefore convey to you my felicitations on the earnest-

ness and the objective of your endeavour, I may also be permitted to give

expression to a warning to my hope that in the act of interpretation the
spirit of the original may not be lost and that in the process of sublima-
tion the essence may not got evaporated, '

M st ot sl o i ey «‘.-oﬂ.._‘ ..4’_‘_,0’ -

SIR. P. S. SIVASWAMI ATYAR.—The Bliarata Dharma has offored a i
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The Bharata Dharma is trying to foc:ls opinion"on a re-statement of '
some of the principles of the Hindu faith, That there is need to define
Hindu attitude towards the new expressions of social aspirations and
effort that are manifesting themselves in Hindu Society is becoming daily

more obvious. The following questions are framed as suggestive of the
points on which opinion will be useful. The time is come when a definite

attempt has to be made to remove the hesitation and fear in the minds of
many Hindus towards the changing conditions and to indicate forms

for helpful activity on constructive lines.

i sttt

N

QUESTIONAIRE.
1. What are the new influences operating upon Hinduism ?
Are they wholly evil and therefore to be resisted ?

3, If they are not; what adjustments are necessary to obtain the greateat

benefit from their contact?

4 What steps would you suggest to instil greater knowleige and belief
in the primary sacraments in Hinduism ?

5. Would you recommend a uniform sacrament or sacraments for all
Hindus ? ’
6. What are the sacraments that you will extend to all Hindus ?

'

7. What efforts would you suggest for promoting greater understanding
unity, and co-operation among Hinudus ¢
K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR,
- Editor : Bharata Dharma.
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THE PRESENT OUTLOOK FROM THE STAND POINT OF
LIBERAL HINDUISM.

, THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE K. SUNDARAM CHETTIAR.

Need we now be reminded of the gentle admonit'}on given abou.t 2000
years ago to erring humanity by one of the great Saviours of ma.nkmd,t :s
recorded by St. Luke : “ And why call ye Me, Lord, Lo?d, .and do noftth.e
things which Isay ?” Reflect for a moment <?n the significance 1o is
chiding. Words are hardly enough, and som.etlmes, they serve o.n y a;a
mask to cover the thought within and beguile others. What is rea. y
useful is action. This may sound a truism, but even a presistent dwelling
on the need to observe this truism for ages and ages,, doe.s not seem to
have achieved an appreciable success in the tx:ansform'a.tnon o.f human
nature. This is my excuse for my re-iteratmg. a thing which ev?ry
one easily assents to, but somehow fights shy of in observance, saymg
“ i ub,”

Th;ll'fp;)si::ef:om the fountain-head, and having glided down and dolwn
in the swift current, gathering moss during the course of a.ig.es, the : ow;vl

d steady accretion around the pristine drop has en.ea..sed it be?yon .a..
- :on functioning in the garb so assumed oblivious of its origin
re?i:tl“;tture Thus deluded into asense of separateness, having all
an .

along functioned in the world through the moss gathered as ita vesture,
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m(\V 168 o THE BHARATA DHARMA [DECEMBER- have the palm of victory. We are still in the course .of the march of

e - L evolution. Just as an individual reaches a certain stage in that march, a
\ ) ’E'f’“’ftﬁé aisii}u’sionlnent can only be had by rushing up the current towards

nation or a race also attains a level. The right aim should be the attain-

,“fﬁé’fountain-head, and washing off the coloured moss in the course of the ment of further progress in every sphere of life.

4
upward march. This process is no easy task, but every one must sooner
or later perform it. Action is the watch-word for this task. Al the

religions and philosophies of the world can only show the way and guide
yéu, but act you must. The crucial test is the answer to the query
“ What have you done?” Who will merit the applause of the angels, so
graphically sung by the poet in th‘is immortal verse:
“If peace is thy prompter and Love is thy guide,
And white-robed Charity walks by thy side,—
If thou tellest the truth without oath to bind.
Doing thy duty to all mankind,—
. Raising the lowly, cheering the sad,
i\\)‘ Finding some goodness even in the bad,
d owning with sadness if badness there he,
0 * There might have been badness in thine and in thee,
If Conscience the Warder that keeps thee whole
Had uttered no voice to thy slumbering soul,~
All God’s angels will say *“ Well done .

.

~

Having the goal in view, one should endeavour to
possible means.

tion is the same.

attain it by all
The ways are many and varied, but the ultimate destinz-

In the selection of the means, sound discrimination is
necessary. God's plan is evolution, and according to His plan, the world
is slowly and steadily evolving. Men with finite intelligence can only see
the broken are, and not the perfect round. That is why mistakes
to be commitied in finding which course of action is best suited
mote the plan designed by the Almighty. With imperfet vision
plan, men adopt different lines of action, resulting in conflict an
and the furtherence of that Plan or its retardation depends on the
strength of what we call the forces of good and evil,

Love is a great cementing factor,

are apt
to pro-
of that
d strife,
relative

: : acting as a binding force, whose
strength manifests itself in every order of creation with varying degrees

of difference. Love is divine, and ag such, its potency is marvellous. Is
there anything which love cannot conquer ? Love is the characteristic of

the Good. The Good is the strong, but the Evil, however seemingly

powerful, is really the weak, The course of evolution does not run
smooth. In its march, the forces of good

other, with fluctuating results, though ip the long run the Gdod must

and evil contend against each .-

It is common knowledge, that as part of God’s plan in evolution, a
democratic wave is surging over the length and breadth of the world.
That wave is so powerful as to roll on the pebbles of obstruction in swift
whirls, and bury them in the sands. The roar of the wave is echoing
“ Liberty ! Equality! Fraternity!” That is the sign of the times.
Wisdom consists in the proper adaptation of the conduct, with a deep in-
sight into the mystery of the situation in which the world finds itse.lf
today. In every field of life, religious, social, or political, the aforesaid
adaptability is essential for progress. Liberty of thought is almost the
privilege of every human being, and cannot be curbed. But woe will be
the fate of the world, if every one is given the same liberty of action.
The reasons are obvious. Eguality of work can be claimed, in the sense,
that each is great in his own place. Can every one want equality of
riches? Such a scheme will be utopian. Respect is due for every kind
of work, if done well. Fraternity in faith is what is expected of us. A

-gense of universal brotherhood should pervade the mind, and with that

idea as the substratum of thoughts, the course of action should be adjusted,
having due regard to the limitations on the liberty of action. If liberty,
equality and fraternity, should be claimed by every one, in their literal
and unrestricted sense, the world would be turned into a chaos. Far from
aiding the progress of evolution, the result would be temporary
retrogression, until the happening of a cosmic event to restore the
équilibrium.

In the very nature of things in this world, complete isolation for any
one in any sphere of life, is an impossibility. External infiuences have to
be responded to, with wise adaptation to the \exigencies of the situation.
History tells us that nothing great was achieved without some kind of
sacrifice. Growth implies change. The world is changing as it grows,

 and growth is progress. Human institutions are subject to the laws of
" growth, just as natural phenomena. In the course of ages, drastic changes

have been made in the different spheres of life. Religious and social
observances have from time to time undergone transformations, according

. {0 exigemnoies, though certain fundamental truths hold good for all time

and are inviolable. In the evolution of the social and religious life of a
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nation, stagnation caused by custom-bound conservatism, operates as'a
shaclkle

sometimes even to healthy growth, whereas, th
revolutionary spirit is a positive danger,
an odd or gn unnatural phenomenon.

growth, In olden times, great Seers effected changes in religious and

social observances, when they found in their profound wisdom, the need
1o ring out the old and ring in the new,

80 great, that the masses reconciled th
with implicit faith.

o release of
The upheaval should not look
It must be the outcome of healthy

emselves to the altered system,

with blind fajth, The broposed reform,
at the bar of public opinijon and

change by any sort of coercion ig ine
to the higher sense, a warning agai

to be effective, must be placed
meet with approval, Submission to
ffectual and undesirable. An appeal

anslation into action of the sympathy
which alone would make the magnificence of
ud heritage of jtg adnerents, and an able pre-
a reform in the interests of the nation, with

and love uttered in words,
liberal Hinduism, the pro
sentation of the case for

interests of Hinduism, by a lucid eXposi-
tion of its fundamental principles, by genuine attempts made for dispelling
some of the superstitions and misconceptions which have somehow crept
in, and by strenuous efforty for ameliorating the present social condition,
80.that a better understanding, unity, and healthy co-operation among all

the adherents of this great religion may be brought about, May this
journal live long and continye its noble missjon |

' 1kj!
1932 THE BHARATA DHARMA
932
DR. ANNIE BESANT AS ORATOR.

V. V. SREENIVASA AIYANGAR.
Some time Judge of the High Court Mudras.

i i -fifth Birth Day of Dr. Besant

Th? reoen” c'ele?mmtlissz:::rf\ilg};:;er of that wonderful perionae-
cot 3 Tin? rev}favtjmga,bout herself and her early life and a very larg
lity. Shole® Wr‘lt::ed have been written including some recent o;esa:
number of bOOk; l'nndly dealing with the various phases oftos;;cis :
friencly am% . ";;1 irr,xportance which we are prone to atfach o
veriegatod %lfe.‘ 6thisxx or that aspect of biography is apt to vary w "
that event in if8 t'o e view the same and of course a.lso.on the anfhe
the point o th: v::olour and warmth that we perceive whered ”
of view. Much ot ’t :ion is still with us, is likely tf) fade a:wa.y l:;«);n b
subjwte‘:iftour :ili:tli:a:aly important place when the life and lifework ¢
velegated to a

W i ugh to
i le. Tam not sanguine eno

to rd eviewed as a who -
o e regail :dwizi ;)r Besant's life and life work are so regarded an
" suppoge tha .

whi j i\ agree-

w w i hich there will be genera,

. ill be many points on . e

ml‘ewe e tlure to believe that whatever the verélct. (;fhepoe o
o I‘;‘::; the objects of her labours or the direction o.t'onr ! ontse

) . \
et b regatr lilkely to be two opinions with regard to her posi
there are no

s of the world.
of the greatestfo::t:f’ her ag such an orator that I propose to set down
It is therefo

here a few th?ughtz v‘;fan;;t‘;:;er 40 years ago that I first .heard her.th::

! believe‘ ; 13' nPublic Hall at Madras. It was on an evening and'rat :
was in the Victoria large crowd in the Hall. The lamps had been I’Fh °u'
dark. 1saw a very ;ri Annie Besant was lecturing in the upstair ha d
£ was told the? on:d ve:-y‘ near the eastern doorway at the farther hf”;
£ went 1P Tnt(;lf::; Mrs. Besant was in the middle f;)f he; -Bﬁed;vv;e;o 1,

'the pla ) . scientific subject. .
:o:;e beet of my re;ol::::;gz;i::isn;nto“:.:cribe the disso}ution of th:
beges to: ::’ l\:ri:er:e The astronomical picture she conjured then o
world and the ’

mg & y iki inst another

. Wager
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lism, on Theosophy, on Politics and what not,
that any other speech of hers made the same im

that first speech heard by me left on my imagin
there was an orator !

If oratory is the art of persuading large masses of men by public
speaking, it cannot be denied that Dr. Besant hag been one of the greatest
orators of the world. Whether you take into consideration the years

when she was engaged in social work or when later she alone with the
late Mr. Bradlaugh carried war against the
still joined the

[DECEMBER

But I do not recollect
bression on my mind as
ation and memory. 7 felt

whole of her powerful and energetic and

almost irresistable heart and
soul, so to say. It is possible to make g collection

It has since been said and with a large eleme

nt of truth that no one
can be an oral

the wrong. It is this
If you set ahout in a

1932] THE BHARATA DHARMA 173

developed by continuous practice. It wil.l -thus be seen hovzh:hebu::irxrll;
e . ol sngor s ring tight. and ot i the vt of
icti oul eager to bring lig
(r:;,llel(?:zninzadser that they too may attain not only.enlighte.nmt?ntﬂ?el;t‘
being heated up similarly shed all their dross and shine glowing in
Whit’i‘llxlez::nfiu:qi?:;f:f oratory is, that the orator should, while seem-
ing to r:ake the appeal only to reason, really all ihe t.ime be stirring , ;:ep_
only passions and prejudices. This is not often .a,dmltted, but ?ev;:;lius
less it would be seen to be the truth. Antony in Shakespeare’s "
Caesar stood proclaiming that he was not an orator as' Brutus Wa.z, S:feni
that he was going to speak only some truths about hl’S fnurdzr:h rulti-
he finished off merely by rousing the passiox-xs arlld prejudices o o ;1 n;ded
tude. There is not heat in reaggn. Reasoning is cold and co ] bo . .
Not only for the purpose of melting but also for tht? purpose o . de.ne i:
heat is necessary, and it is the covert a(mippe-:,l th> ?a:s:::; ;:i Ik);::v ;cthat
ise « , that alone can do it. o
;‘;‘: EZLTnZiv;:a:Z:sessed of this quality in a supreme degree. Her spee]ches
put on the garb of cold reason and her appzal to dormant and even sleep-
i judi s almost insidious.
" I?ESIZE?r:l;:qiiZ::: t)cfe T)rv:jory is getting intc organic and immediate
1a,tioneship with the audience so as to be able to catch th.eir own mood
o the moment and taking your stand thereon to seek to lift them out of
:}fxem:erllves and turn and and cary them where you want.. 1 doubtv veri
much whether Dr. Besant was possessed in 'fmy 'apprecxable.degree ot
this quality. This aspect of oratory no doub:t implies a cert?)m Ba,mov.z;‘B
of bending and condescension. I venture to think however that r.d e?an :
attitude of mind was almost pontifical. Fortunately for her she had a ;vea;sl'
only audiences that were either utterly oppo§ed to. her or else 1;u - ns;
admiring and worshipful. Further, I venture fo think th01'1gh 1.10 t;l :
inside knowledge at any rate from careful study and conmderatloné that
most of her speeches have been generally t.hought out carefully an h f:
there was therefore not very much room in her p.lans of spfec . dr
sudden of opportunist abandonment of one or adoption of a new ‘me 0 I.t
The fourth requisite of oratory is the command over the a.udle.r;c:(.) o
s a supreme personal quality. It is untranslatable. It m:a\yfbe;1 sai e
even a kind of mesmeric influence and Dr. Besant was one o. t eg;es.s es
'masters of the art and I have observed that as soon as she rises an d-l: (::
./her legs and before she begins to speak, she surveys the whole audien
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with calm repose and seems as if to pierce into the eyes of every one of
the audience although it may consist of thousands in some such indes-
cribable way in the mere pause albeit of a few seconds before she begins
to speak she seems to hypnotise the audience into attention, and not only
willingness to listen but also to be persuaded. I venture to think that this
command of the audience is achieved by different persons each in his own
peculiar way. Dr. Besant also adds to this personal quality what may be
called a clever trick by which beginning to speak as though in whispers
she renders it necessary for the audience in their eagerness to hear her to
lapse into absolute silence. 1t is a marvellous trick. It is available only
to those who have a great reputation and are confident that any audience
however composed and however big will be sure to be eager to hear.
The fifth requisite of oratory is what I would call audibility, summing
up in that word all that makes for every word that is spoken being heard
by the last man in the audience with nothing of its intonation or emphasis
being lost in the process of reaching. It is largely a matter of training
though the natural quality of the voice has also a great deal to do with it.
Most ordinary speakers on the platform seem to labour under- the impres-
sion that the more loudly you try to speak the farther it reaches. Itisa
great and fundamental mistake. It is unfortunate that at any rate in
this country acoustics on which public speaking 8o much dopends is not

practically taught. It is not the high pitch or the tearing of the voice

that makes it audible to the audience. It is what may be called the com-

pression with which the words are delivered from the mouth that makes
them go and reach far. Further, the angle in which the head is held
while speaking serves to determine the line of the pitch and therefore the
reach of delivery. Above all, the speaker has necessarily to regulate the
flow of the words or the quickness of speech, having special regard to the
distances to which the voice has to reach. Very often in practice it is
found that sound travels more slowly than the words flow from the
speaker with the necessary result in such cases that by the time the
speaker’s words reach some little distance in the auditorium, the sound of
the other words aleo overtake the previous sounds and what reaches
beyond is a mere conglomeration of sounds and not distinct speech.

In all-these matters Dr. Besant hag always been a pastmaster. She
can take the gauge of the audience at g glance and pitch the angle of her
face and the reach of her voice almost automatically and instinctively,

This can come only of long experience. It is wonderful to notice how

beonomic she is with regard to her voice making herself almost inaudible

1932) THE BHARATA DHARMA 175

in a small meeting of a Committee consisting f)f four or ﬁjre pers:}r:s ?n;
at the same time making herself audible in a big mass meetmg. by Z ta.h !
man in the last row and no further. The culture. of thet:m;edar:; e
caring for it are great and necessary arts very little ha en een o
most speakers. With regard to niost speakers, some of ¢ emfev L famows
kers, it may be said that there is a deplorable lack of under
?‘s ey the elements of acoustics and also a total absence of economy
o ofi'e:s?cl;lent of voice. There is a great deal one can learn from
;))rr. ;e]sa.nt in these matters by close observation and s.tudy. e of the
Jixthly, there is what may be called the pa.rtllcular qua '1 y. e
voice, absolutely indescribable, which makes for elthfsr cc?nvmcmg .
o « of making an appeal to its heart. The quality 1n' the -voxce
au‘he’f"e m': f nature. Is not one of the most wonderful things in the
e e 1:1;(;‘,ha1; no one voice resembles another, even asno single
world the a7 embles another 2 When we regard the fact that the vo.xce
S face'res 11 cases By a simple instrument the components of which
" pr?d‘fced ‘m ail cases, it seems to be almost impossible to imagine tha}.t .so
= Slml.lar o : shades ’of voice should be possible, and yet there it is.
many 70w voices which are repelling and irritating and other voices
Th?re - som;sing and persuasive. It may be difficult or impossible to
whhwz:ssec:;ture, but a great deal can, it is conoceived, be done by atten-
-chan
ton 3n¢ t::;nn;i.d lastly there is the choice of the words and the flow of
langi:;:l I};m not referring here to the thoughts and sentiments which

‘.6 matters of substance and not of mere form. But granted the appro-
are

thoughts and sentiments, there is still a great deal in the language
pﬁate' it is given expression in the words used and in the flow and
in. which lf ;anguage- In this again, a great deal is due to the gift of
cadence Od to antecedent training and discipline. .
e a‘nf tion of language is marvellous and each word with all its

; o ci::;i(:)n has an appealing force which must be realised and well
rich asso by the speaker who would be an orator. I have listened and
understood yh urs on end to Dr. Besant’s speech without being able to
listened fol"tho single word or the succession of flowing sentences. I
find fault wi o:dered which has been more marvellous with her, either
have often :lvto gsay or the manner in which she says it without any-
what sho ba gesticulation often indulging only in a shrug of the
movenient or slight shaking of the whole frame. Her speeches from
8:1: 1:12: r;nz:;seemed like music produced from a well recorded gramo-
swar '

)



176 THE BHARATA DHARMA (DECEMBER

phone record without pause or hesitation and in the tone
priate to every stage. The effect is produced on the audience only by the.
delicate changes in the intonation and the emphasis, and while you are
wafted softly or smoothly over the bosom of the heaving: argument,
persuation seems to be flowing into you unsealised bykyourself, with the
mere cadence of the speech and the music of the voice. And above all,
what a wonderful discipline and training it is that enables her to begin &
speech as it were in low sibilants, and finish off exactly at the minute

appointed as it were without repetition and without haste to the final
peroration.

and tune appro-

There has been one of the greatest orators of the world, “ When,
comes such another”,

In the still air the music lies unheard :
In the rough marble beauty hides unseen :

To make the music and the beauty needs

The master’s touch, the sculptor’s chisel keen.
Great Master, touch us with Thy skilful hand .
Let not the music that is in us die! ,
Great Sculptor, hew and polish us : not let
Hidden and lost, Thy form within us lie !

Spare not the stroke ! Do with us ag Thou wilt !
Let there be naught unfinished, broken, marred |
Complete Thy purpose, that we may become
Thy perfect image—Thou, our Father,

Mother, Lordt . . |
SRR AU 2w wmln ey o

| T ghmemd saadg gy arw €I i

Fesiaes asfReiadar_ amf sty g |
gatafezRamEn a3 sgif 2afy wg )

T, 1 A &R AP AR wum g oy .
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SIR. T. SADASIVA AIYAR*
K. V. SESHA AIYANGAR.

With increasing distance in time between gir. T. Sa..da.siva 1:1)::.; :33

ourselves it becomes possible to get a better- view of. hl.B person -
: oct that strikes any observer is that his life was a suc
:)0:':1- agr::bjlscﬁy standards go. Name and fame, horfou.r a.nd wealtl;
: im in an abundant degree. But to equate his life m- term.s 0

e a;s to do him less than justice. To Sir T. Sadasiva Alyatr
o 'Suc'(;ess d life itself were only instruments for the doing of God’s
su'ccess o P jia:n the faith which greater men than he have practised that
Waliray l(;l dicated to the fulfiliment of Dharma. Position and
Hte sho be' - a'amd comforts were only facilities for doing life’s
powl:r:w?tol?:z;::e:horoﬁghness and efficiency. In his surrender to the
Wor

implications of these ideals he went farther than most men of his
implica

gene;;hol:.d an i/ntuitive vision of the adjustments necessary for
o

o Hinduism a vital fact in national life. He feared with equ‘a.l
mating th of secularism among the people on the one hand, and
dread'th'e gro: bending attitude of Hindu ecclesiastical heads on the
the rigid én 1% tuhI;t unless an attempt is made to discover and propagate
other. H? fe lements of Hiudu faith as distinguished from the accretions
e et:a.tioms which have grown around it through succes?ive
and the :I;Z:;i of temporary exigencies, both Hinduism and Hindu society
ages on omEeTE |
were thre&ten:d Zitvi::g ell:is time and energy to the experiments that

te bt h:‘:d:rfbr discovering these adjustments. His w‘;vhol? life was
have tO. ° » dventure in faith. From this point of view it may be
> oontmuouls a'the deviations in opinion and in conduct which made his
easier .to fql - candle on s hill top. There was this feature about his
life sl.nne ke ® were all inspired by deep devotion to God and by an
experiments.  TheY men. They allinvolved self sacrifice and expressed

lves in help rto other human beings. He t.)fjot?n- used -to say that
thqmsz:;ents in a new movement reduced the possibilities - of error and
these & i i or.
oongtituted an msu::::e h:gav::t :r:::g ? Who can say that the country
{melz: (:1:: I;:Zazing upon a périod of great social experiments? Who

that at this period of India’s life every Indian should not consider
can 88y ,

* Sir T. Sadasiva Aiyar's anniversary fell on the 24th November 1932,
£ Bir T,
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himself as having a call for the service of his country not merely through
the normal channels of professional and domestic life, but also in the
unexplored field of Indian public work? Who can say that in spite of the
apparent rigidity of the frame work of Hindu religion it is not steadily
yielding under the pressure of the imperative needs of the time? Who
can say that the very passions that are now generated over one of the
vital issues in social rights are not merely indications of the inevitable
heating that makes the material of the frame work malleable?

Good gives us men. A time like this demands

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands,
Men whom the lust of office does not kill ;

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy ;

Men who possess opinions and g will ;

Men who have honour; men who will not lie :

Men who can stand before a demagogue

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking;
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live ahove the fog, ,
In public duty and in private thinking.

For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds,
Their large professions and their little deeds,

Mingle in selfish strife, Io! Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps,

—J. G. HOLLAND.
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AS AN UNTOUCHABLE FEELS UNTOUCHABILITY.

BY
P. K. PUsHPARAJ, B. Sc., B. L., ADVOCATE.

Never before ia the history of our beloved Bharat Varsha I venture to
think was the accursed evil of untouchability sought to be eralicated
from our country with such great keenness, seriousness and earnestness
as we find today as a result of the famous Poona Pact. In the past
there have appeared in our land great social and religious reformers who
toiled hard and devoted all their lives to the emancipation and uplift of
the downtrodden untouchable millions of India. But none of them created
such immense enthusiasm, awakening, and upheaval in the country for the
immediate abolition of the age-long evil of untouchability as Mahatma
Gandhi has now aroused by his historic fast of a few days. From under
the mango tree the great Saint of Sabarmati sent to the nation his calarion
call to duty and the whole nation with wondrous response is now astir
with the one object of banishing untouchability from the land. ‘Down
with Untouchability’, ‘Away with Untouchability’, “Throw open the
Temples to Harijans’ are some of the slogans of the day. With the
Poona Pact came this marvellous change in the heart and attitude of the
Caste Hindus towards their less fortunate brethren the Depressed Classes,
whom they have hitherto for centuries past systematically oppressed and
suppressed subjecting them to the most cruel forms of tyranny, social
and political disabilities, and indescribable indignities. Verily Mahatma
Gandhi has worked the greatest miracle of the age. The significance of
the great and dramatic incidents which led up to the completion
of the Poona Pact which has already become a part of the Indian History,
are still so afresh in the memory of everyone that it is harily necessary
to recapitulate here its memorable history. With the advent of the Poona
Pact have been ushered in, the present vigorous cempaign against Un-
touchability and the propaganda advocating temple entry for all the
Depressed Classes. As it is always the lot of any movement for
good to meet wwith some kind of opposition or other, the drive
against Untouchability and the movement for temple entry by the
Depressed Classes, are vehemently opposediby the old conservatives, the
orthodox who always think of the * glorious past’, who hve in a world
not intimatly related to facts in rapidly changing times. Much of this
unkind and uncharitable opposition emanates from the old orthodox
people of Sourthern India the stronghold of the caste system.
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In despair these orthodox people hurriedly refer to Agamas, Shastras and
Vedas. But the undaunted champions c¢f the * Temple Entry ' movement
refer back to the same Agamas, Shastras and Vedas and ask whether the
Chandala contemiplated therein is identical with the so-called untouchable
of today and whether the members of the four Varnas answer strictly to
their descriptions contained in those ancient books. The orthodox group
cannot stand their ground against the onrush of the mighty Anti-Un-
touchability army which is gaining strength day by day and is conquering
field after field. While the majority of the true and loyal sons of Mothey
India are fully convinced that Untouchabilily is a social, religious,
political and moral evil which should be extirpated forthwith at any cost
for the sake of Hinduism, Hindu Society, and the Indian Nation, the old
orthodox set who are, I am afraid, only in a small minority, strive to
maintain that the Shastras and the Agamas recognise untouchability
and that it is a necessary institution and should be allowed to exist, The
evil tendencies and effects of the caste system and its denial of element-
ary social rights to dumb, unfortunate, helpless millions for all times
is overlooked in their opposition.

While this conflict is raging between the champions and opponents
of the untouchables a very natural question is asked as to how the Un-
touchables feel in the matter and what their attitude is. Firstly, 1 shall
say how an Untouchable feels untouchability. The simplest way of
expressing this feeling is by giving an illustration or analogy.
How do Indians generally feel about the treatment meted out

to them in South Africa? How do they feel when they are pushed

out of Railway compartments and told that accommodation
therein is not meant for them but for whites? How do the Indian
students feel when they are refused admission into certain restaurants
and hotels in Edinburgh and other cities in Great Britain ? Exactly the
same bitter agounising feeling is felt by the Untouchable of India ai the
inhuman, unkind, and ungenerous attitude of his own countrymen. Nay
the feeling is even more acute and painful on account of the fact that the
oppressor is no foreigner but his own kith and kin, his own brother and a
son of the same mother, and that he, the Untouchable, is denied the prim-
ary needs of right living and his birthright in his own land. Itis the
consciousness of this fact that makes the feeling more poignant and
unbearable. 1t is this growing feeling of bitterness that has set adrift

the Touchable and the Untouchable wider and wider apart. An occasional '

friendly gesture at reconciliation is often looked upon with grave
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suspicion and doubt. The analogy I have stated above is only a poor
comparison. Many a Caste Hindu well-wisher of the Depressed Classes
however bonafide his intentions might have been, however sincere and
earnest his endeavours might have been to ameliorate the deplorable
condition of the Depressed Classes, was never able to achieve his purpose
because of the obstacles and impediments placed in his path by his own
caste men, and in consequence of his abortive labours he was invariably
regarded as a ‘mere lip sympathiser’. Is this estranged feeling between
the Touchable and the Untouchable to last forever or is it toend? 1
hope it will soon end. ‘“East is Hast and West is West and never the
twain shall meet” cannot be applied to the Touchable and the Untouch-
able, for they are bound to meet. The moment has now arrived for t.he
Touchable and the Untouchable to understand each other, to have faith
and confidence in each other and to exchange feelings of brotherly love
and affection. It is no use to think of the past and brood over it, for that
will beget nothing but hatred, anger, and vengeance. The Oppressor
should cease his oppressions and atone for his wrongs, and the Oppressed
should forgive and forget. ,
The Untouchables Imay say are not without any interest in th ‘
present struggle. They are not indifferent as some imagine. The Inslia-
wide drive against Untouchability vitally concerns their emancipation:
their uplift, their future progress, prosperity and happiness. For, as Un-
touchables they struggle under innumerable difficulties. They have little
or no opportunities for advancing educationally, socially, economically,
and spiritually. Long centuries of segregation and suppression have.
xept them in the most degradel and deplorable condition that they are
found in today. They cannot aspire to acjuire knowledge, they cannot
enter places of worship, they can take no part in religious performance-s,
ceremonies and ritfes. They cannot trade and they cannot take part in
the industries and occupations that are ordinarily open to the othey ,COTN~
munities. They are not allowed to live in healthy quarters bl.lt are.con’
fined in the Cheris where they are made to live under the most insanitary

conditions-devoid of all amenities of life, The following lines from Miss.

Mayo's ‘ Mother India’ give a colourful description of their positiog till
vecently prevailing in parts of India—" Regarded as if sub-hun%an, th.e>
tasks held basest are reserved for them; dishonour is associated with their
name. Some are permitted to serve only as scavengers and removers of
night soil; some, through the ignorance to which the.y .are condgmngd, are
loathsome in their habits ; and to all of them the privilege of any vsort of
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teaching is sternly denied.

[DECEMBER

instances, they may not enter a Hindu temple to worship or pray. Their
children may not come to the public schools, They may not draw water
from the public wells ; and if their habitation be in a region where water
is scarce and sourceg far apart, this meéans, for them, not greater considera-
tion from others but greater suffering and greater toil. They may not enter
a court of justice; they may not enter a dispensary to get help for their sick;
they may stop at no iny, In some provinces they may not even use the

shops are, but must trust t
buy or sell their meagre wares. Some, in the abyss of their degradation,
are permitted no work at all. These may sell nothing,
labour. They may only beg. And even for that pur
use the road, but must stand far off, unseen,
those who pass. If alms be given, it must be

away from the road, and when the giver is out of sight and the roads
empty, then, and not tii} then, the watcher may creep up, snatch and run.”
Yes the Untouchables are less than men and less than animals in the eyog
of the Caste Hindus. Out of thig depth of unthinkable degradation, out

of this dismal abyss of poverty and ignorance will not an Untouchabje
aspire to emerge ? g been tried and

So far as Untouch-
sian peasant felt before the down-
Out of the black clouds that were gathering fast

betweens to

not even their own
pose they dare not
and cry out for alms from
tossed on the ground, well

His feelings and patience have lon
overtaxed and he is almost at the point of revolt,
ability is concerned he feels as the Rus
fall of the Romanoffs.

are eagerly and anxiously looking forward to its

triumph which will, in
all certainty,

bring us our emancipation ang salvation.

There are many amongst us who fully and fondly hope that though
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ill i i ot history repeat itself ?”° That
Mhie'ved how 10:: Wllvlllols‘; 1:: i;e :Jiilti)t?chables know also fully weu that
-r e b;; tS;is ;truggle, toil, and trouble, and instead of a long and
tastead .o fa it, they can easily and within thetwinkling of an eye shake
e f untouchability from their shoulders and rise to the level
o the- burde}? Olanity by embracing Islam or Christianity. In Islfa,m for
?f Ofdma;';’e lIllnn‘ootwhable will find no Brahmin, XKshatriya, Vaisya or
Lo ill find no Untouchable, Unapproachable or Unseeable, and
Sudrz.t. HZ " distinction between man and man. The moment he accepts
he vt ﬁ i n(ilon stigma and shame will completely vanish. But h.e
1513:“1 " afe dr:i times before he can make up his mind to take this
hesitates @ utn bandon his old Hindu faith and enter Islam or any other
extreme_ r e i,e'of the centuries-old sufferings and indignities heaped
atlen fajlth. > sp'ls so strongly attached to his Hindu religion that }%e
ul?on his hea’i " ;ve up the ashes of his fathers and the temples of his
e eal\sll S},xatgmaji says there is in Hinduism a “ suitable something
GOC}S- - iim bound to the old faith of his ancestors. Although the
e k?leps s are closed to him yet he is content to stand outside and wor-
S’I‘;I;li?)mozljere down through the ages, hoping against hope that some
day he will step inside and have Deva Darshan.

, With regard to the question of 'Temple Entr? ' gome Iziople :s;kt

, the Untouchables really care for it and want it. Yes, they w.
whener they have always wanted it through all the centuries.
A es;dless to say, is the ‘ crux of the whole problem of the
pom e Ené‘iy’ I:as" Temple Entry is the surest panacea for removing
Depresse(}o'l": - Ti’xe moment the temple doors are thrown open to the
untonehe lCll S:5.f.-1est untouchability will disappear. Public wells, tanks,
‘Depressed ? and institutions will be automatically opened to them.
roads, Sho0 Se who think that social uplift and educational advance-
'There e ocede temple entry but I differ from this view. I firmly
ment shoulc Pl; le entry is the only direct, quickest, and s~urest
believe that emfing untouchability while the other process is an
meth'Od . remz round-about one. Temple Entry will solve the Depres-
e o blem with lightning quickness. The quenders of
o ‘I')rotl accuse the Depressed Classes as being unclean and
OrtkadoxY un?luil lzits such as eating flesh and drinking intoxicants. Thq
P cted o 8‘denied water to drink and to bathe and yet they are
Ullllt:c;1 Ohakl’i:i 9'1'°The Caste men, the Gramanis and others keep taverns
ca unoclean.

3
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and public houses right at the entrance to the Cheris and tempt the
Untouchables to drink and yet they ave blamed for drinking. They are
excluded from temples and public places of worship and yet they are
called ungodly and irreligious. The Pandits and Vaidiks say that the
Untouchables on account of their aforesaid habits would pollute and
desecrate the temples by their entry. Are the temples any the purer by
the entry of those members of the Caste Hindu Community who day in
and day out devour tons of meat and swallow gallons of intoxicants.
Are not the orthodox Pandits aware that a good many of the classes
coming under the Sudra Caste are meat eaters ? Have the Pandits ever
raised a finger of protest against the entry of such classes into the Holy
Shrines? Are not the members of some of the lower castes among the
Sudras as unclean as the Untouchables? How has their entry into the
tl‘emples affected their purity and divinity ? One Orthodox lawyer Pandit
in opposing the Temple Entry Movement fears that the “direct effect of
allowing ‘temple-entry’ will be to impair the utility of the temples”. Since
the signing of the Poona Pact large numbers of temples in Northern India
including the private temple at the residence of Pandit Malaviyaji the
most orthodox of orthodox men, have been thrown open to the Untoucha-
bles, and there has not been a single instance of any such temple having
had its utility impaired, or its Divinity flown out of its doors or its sacred-
ness desecrated by the entry of the Untouchables. The fear of the
orthodox people of Southern Indiais therefore unfounded, vague, unreal
and imaginary. Nandanar, Tiruppana Alwar, Tiruvalluvar and’ severa;
other Untouchable Saints have been deified and enshrined in the Hindu
Temples and worshipped and yet their own people are forbidden to have a
darshan of them in those temples. The Trustees cite the Law and the
Pandits cite the Agamas and Vedas and say that their hands are tied by
these. Law, usage, and custom are made by man and can be changed b

man to meet the needs of changing times., Was not the eruel custom o);'
‘Sati’ done way with by legislation and has not the custom of child
marriage been dealt a fatal blow by the benevolent Sarada Act? I there-
fore think that legislation is highly desirable for effectively removing
Untouchability and to allow the excluded classes to enter the Temples
Change of heart will no doubt produce phenomenal results but help i .
the shape of legislation is also necessary. Mere will and desire . “c;
faith however strong, will not effectively eradicate a chronio disease, al')r:xt
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A great and fierce war of Atma Sakti has been declared
from the 2nd day of January 1933. The Saint of Sabarmati has given
his ultimatum to the Zamorin of Guruvayyur Temple. He will
begin in right earnest his ‘fast unto death’ with his trusted and worthy
comrade Mr. Kelappan, to make the doors of Guruvayyur Temple open to
the Untouchables. The eyes of the whole nation are now turned towards
Guruvayyur. ‘Two great sons of India, Mahatma Gandhi and-Mr. Kelappan
will wage their Holy War against the Demon of Untouchability and will
ultimately conquer and extirpate the age-long evil of Untouchability the
most formidable and the worst enemy of Hinduism, Hindu Society, and
the Indian Nation. I therefore appeal to all those true and loyal sons
and daughters of Bharat Mata who have any love for our poor beloved
mother and who in their heart of hearts cherish that she should no longer
be an enslaved country but should take her proud and glorious place
among the nations of the World, to join the crusade and help to bring the
Guruvayyur campaign and the War on Untouchability to a speedy and
victorious conclusion. Remember tiie sacred pledges embodied in the
Poona Pact which is a manifestation of the latent good-will, friendship,
brotherhood, and nationalism of the Untouchables. Stand by it and honour
it. Do not allow it to be reduced to a mere ‘scrap of paper’, Eradicate
Untouchability and earn for the everlasting gratitude, undying devotion,
brotherly love, and affection of the poor but grateful depressed millions
of Mother India.
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secret of avoiding illness and of
curing it without drugs by the new
simplified Natural Methods. Sexual
Problems are openly discussed.

124 Pages. Price Rs. 1-8
XVIChaps. P. & P. Free

Get a copy to-day and save the
heavy doctor bills. ‘

S. J. SINGH & CO., MUTTRA.

A copy of the Best Health Maga-
zine - *“ MEDIOAL TALK, " the’ official
orgain of the Nature Cure Institute,
Muttra, can be had free at any
address. '

Whdte for one TODAY | .
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* YOGIC PHYSICAL CULTURE
By Sjt. S, Sundaram, Bangalore

A Self-lnstructor and Guide-Book on
Yoga-Asanas, Pranayam and Yogic
cure. All the poses are illustrated
with Photo-plates printed on Art paper

Paper cover Re. ]
Calico Bound Re. 1.8
POSTAGE As. 4 EXTRA

Available from the Brahmacharga,
Publishing Touse

KENGER]—BANGALORE

THE HOLY ORDER OF KRISHNA
A Course of 24 Lessons Based on 1T
Teachings of the Bhagavad-Gita
Practical Instructions in Occultism
(Yoga)
The Order chooses individual for
attainment and draws men up to
Krishna.
And of the Practices leads to Per-
fection, to God
It does not matter at all to what reli-
gious beliefs the students subscribe to
The Students who join the Ovder
owe no duty t{o the Opder
Works Through :
I The I atent Light Culture,

Tinnevelly, India.

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR, MADURA
AN ILLUBFRATED HIGH CLAZS
CHEAP MONTHLY

Editor: V. ARAVAMUDA IYENGAR,
B.A, L.T,

Annual Subscription Rs. 2 only
Sample copy As. 3

For use in Schools, Colleges, Clubs
and Libraries

~— Best Advertising Medium —
Send M. O. to the Manager
The Indian Educato:; Madura.

No Educated Home Should Go Without

The Scholar

An Illustrated monthly jour
nal devotad to Literature, Art
and Science.

Annual Subscription : Ra. 3 only,
Students Rs, 2 only,
Foreign : 6 Shilling. Single copy As. 4

For advertisemont rates write to

The Manager,

‘* THE SCHOLAR, "' PALGHAT.

For

FEDERATED INDIA

AN ALL-INDIA WEEKLY
With an Influential circulation in
British Provinces and Indian States,
full of interesting articles on all topi-
cal affairs.
Subscription : Fs. 5

per annum only. An Excellent
medium for high class advertisements
For contract rates apply to :

MANAGER,
REDERATED INDIA,
Tondiarpet, m adras.

THE STUDENT :
CHINGLEPUT, s. 1.

The only All.Indja Magazine
(for High School Students)
Annual Bubscription Rg, 2
Single Copy against As. 3 in Stamps
Free Copies Positively no.

Send M. O. to the MANAGER.
NOv.p. P,

THE HU

A High Class English }onth,
Club, Jaya Bhavan, Bangalor

MANIST

ly published by the Humanistic

e, 8. India, Publishes full texts
of Lectures delivered or Papers

and also Articles on Religion,

read under the Club’s auspices

Philosoph , Soci ’ .
Phenomena, etc. Contributed b Py clology, Psychic
from other Journals,
Annual Subseri
Apply to :

THE EDITOR

Y learned persons or extracted

ption : Rs, 5 ; 8h. 10 or Dol, 3.
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Philesophy. 1t is ably editd.
V. KRISHNASWAMY AIY.AR, Booag b L Districh & Sessions Judge,
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[ have bea ading L |

1
1 aeiate the width of fesont look and the high standard it
interest. T approsiate

i ' i 1 H 2 . ‘. .
Vot dE o needor for eveat satizineiion that the Bharata
fleaven an Uinwn. :

ted o sueh as 16 ey in it sndempt oo bhridge the
< Dharma has sieeee ied so

gult.

5% Rharata Dyarma Pamphlet Nl).‘l:

e

%
. ) podittienln £ he true o the kindrel points of {2
Cheen keeping up. Tt diftiends o
hoas been keeping
1
(3

SR
. SRS
- e E A “(Qé('wyi A

The Passing away of Untouchability.
W, Vo SESHA ALY ANGAR,
This panphlet will indesd go w long way  towards  the removal of
L i‘L')iULY in  Indin, o cewse for which the whole  enlightened
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Do Sastras Justify Touch Pollution ?

Mr. B0 SITARAMA RAO.
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| VEGETARIAN FOODS

We apperd ashort et of Vegetarian Foodstuits, which can e

recommended {or ther nutrieat value and for their aj

petising favours, i
Some are ready for use, and otl ers may be made o form the basis 14
of a variety of delicious dishes. Many are vich in vitamin content,

CEREAL FOODS (Breakfast
G Quaker Oats, Grape Nuts, ‘ Steawherries, (e Fies,
Force, Puffed Rice, Corn- DR Sl 1L et
fllakes, Shredded Wheat, ete !

CEREAL FOODS Various)

PRUITS IN SYRUR /¢,

BLEVERAGES

i ‘;; Macwroni, Vermicelli) Saao, A 'l“””'m.{:” ”,U“”.m“ et Lemon
’J“", Tapioca, Semnling, Corn Flonr sy B e e, et
g Parley, Ontmeal, etc. ( MaRMITE

DRIED ERUITS AV S prrely vesetahle

e ] et hiving the e biow of ..
Chuvrants, Radsins, Salions, y P of meat
AR : > Fooextrant,
[has, Apricots, Peaches,

' _ VECETARLES
Prunes, Apple Chips and Rines, ete. "
Asparamns, Tomat e LoGireen Peas
HONEY ; ‘
Y, Corn, Sue ol s

Various, with or withont comb,

Veasctaring Daked Do (. miaine-

PV e gty N

SYRUVY
= Goblen and Maple,

u‘, PRy

o JAMS AND MARMALADE

FTRENTIT R LAY

i
, .

SALAL O1r,
Varions best nolich Drands, e Olive,

BISCUITS BUTTER

Vorbos, Hantley and Palner™s et Cloverinnent, Dadey, et Ay, o

- n

FUrITe N Sy R RSN EY RS E]

Apricots, Peaches, Pears, CHEESE BE
> .. e Tee T ‘

Pineapples, Greenguses, Che b, Dutel, Crenn, el J

.o

-y

v}.’

For Prices of the above and other Vegetarian
Foodstuffs see our Stores Ljst

sent free upon request

SPENCER & CO, LTD,,

MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS. i
‘. N VU‘/Z
CASTO IR v ey et Jh ot Vo g 3. LN
G e 5 O SERY Y ooy ey e——— et ;
. r ¥ . i LRI o ox A
Printed by V. C. Krishnaswami at the Tndin Printing Wil and Publishied by the o
SOCY“t'dl'y, A.l'yil Matha Sablia, “M ! ‘ ¥ !

oryadivy s, Royapettal, Madras.
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