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- share of atfention from school teachers as
has generally been the case. Two factors
have, I think, combined to bring this about ;
no subject could be less suitable for teach-
ing by ordinary instructional methods ; and
what we normally come to know of life,
from the process of living ourselves, so far
exceeds in value what can be learned from
instruction that the need for the latter has
been too easily overlooked. The need is
there none the less, and becomes more and
more insistent as our lives increase in
complexity. But what is mainly required
is the illummination by understanding. of
knowledge we have acquired by living, not
the mere addition of further facts. How
can the school best help to meet this
need ?

“The knowledge we have acquired by
living we obtain through observation,
largely more or less haphazard and un-
conscious. This process needs to become
conscious, so that it may be directed and
controlled by the intelligence, before it can
be made the means of adjustment between
ourselves and our environment. To begin
with, therefore, attention should mainly be
devoted to observation. For thisit will be
necessary to study first of all objects
already familiar. The natural history of
the houses of the locality, or even of the
classrom itself, might form a fitting intro-
duction. Observations already made by
the children themselves, either casually or
in definite preparation for the lesson, should
be utilised as fully as possible, the teacher
building these up before the children into
a connected whole and thereby showing to
all not only something of the possible range,
of observations but also how these observa-
tions are to be used for the building up of

.

a fuller understanding of life. The lives
of cockroaches, ants, bugs, spiders, lizards,
rats, etc., and the way in which the life of
one affects that of another, would all come
into such a lesson and many, perhaps even
the teacher himself, would probably go
home with anew sense of the interest of
living things around them.

Excursions to places of natural beauty
and interest, as wellas of course to any
available natural history exhibitions such
as (in Madras) the Aquarium, Botanical
and Zoological Gardens and Museun,
should have an important place in the
course. But tobe successful these visits
will need just as careful preparation as any
ordinary lesson. It is not enough to take
the children out and then leave them to
their own devices. They must be shown
how to make the best use of their oppor-
tunities by careful and systematic observa-
tion, by organised observational games and
probably by a small amount of definite
instruction showing how excursion and
classroom studies are related.

Some classrooth instruction will almost
certainly be required to fill gaps that
cannot be filled Ly observation ; for there
will always be some things a child should
know that it will have no available means
of learning unless through such instruction.
But this should be kept toa minimum.
Textbooks may alto be very useful in this
connection, but the study of life cannot be
based on the study of textbo ks in the way
that the study of most other subjects of
school teaching can.

Animal and plant life are interdependant
and both have to be studied before either
can be properly understood. Plants are in
many ways more convenient. for  study,

especially for classroom work; and it some-
times happens that attention is therefore
concentrated upon them. But it is to the
Animal Kingdom that we ourselves belong
and it is therefore a knowledge of animal
life that most intimately concerns us, a
point that needs to be carefully borne in
mind when planning a course of studies.
The difliculties of such teaching are
obvious, especially in the case of those to
whom the course is a new one. Life is not
static ; but its study wild inevitably tend to
make it appear so unless the teacher
devotes time and energy to preparation for
each lesson, or excursion to the provision of
a certain amount of living material in the
classroom, and to seeing that the children
themselves learn to look after it and to
care for it properly. Such material should
as 8 minimum include caterpillars with
their food plants, the caterpillars being fed
and tended till the children have seen them
turn first to chrysalis and then to butterfly
or moth ; tadpoles reared from the egg till
the tail begains to be lost and the form of
the frog to be developed ; and other inhabi-
tants of water, including of course the de-
velopment of the mosquito. Such material
ig not difficult either to obtain or to keep,
nor does it involve any elaborate or costly
appaatus. But it does need care and at-
tention ; and it is essential if the study of
life aimed at is not in _practice to dege-
nerate into a study of the lifeless.
Systematic class teaching can be based
either on a series of animals and plants
gelected as types, or on a comparativestudy
of their different aspects—movements, food
preathing, etc. The syllabus for the

Secondary School leaving Certificate has, I-

understand, recently been changed from
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the former to the latter plan. The change |
is clearly a sound one both from the point
of view of the kind of study required and
because it gives the teacher the greatest
possible liberty in his choice of the types
from which to illustrate his points. But
in framing any actual course of lessons on
animals, I think it will prove better to re-
vert to the former plan, seleting such
types as are most suitable from among
those most readily available. For the dif-
ferent aspects of an animal are interdépen-v
dant and the animal needs to be under-
stood as a living creature, that is to say as
a whole individual, not merly as a collec-
tion of aspects. The same is of course
equally true of plants but for some reagon
it does not seem to be & matter of such
outstanding importance with them.

Comparisons between two or thwee Jif™ .

ferent types which have cerain striking
characteristics in common are likely to be
particularly helpful. For animal life I
would suggest some such programme ag
the following, these lessons alternating
as far as possible with excursions out.
side the school.—1. Rat, compared
with musk-rat (shrew) and squirrel.
2. Fish, to be similarly compared with
frog or toad (as most convenient) lizard
and snake. 3. Cockroach compared with
bug and spider. 4. Butter-fly and dragon-fly,
with special reference to life-histories.
5. House-fly and mosquito, including their
life-histories. 6. Worms, free and parasitic
7. Bird, bat and flying-squirel. 8. Uni-
cellular life, with special reference to sepsig
and antisepsis. Almost everything required
by the syllabus could be wellillustrated in
such a series of lessons, most if not all of
which could if necessary be compresged into
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_ @ single period, though g longer time would
(.:learly be preferable. And the little that
18 not included could be filled in withous
IanCh difficulty. Parasitic worms and
anicellular organisms are not included in
'the syllabus, but some knowledge of them
1s surely essential, especially in a tropical
country like India. In dealing with the
avoidance of parasitic worms g comparison
between the life-histories of the hook-worm
and thread-worm respectively will be found
patticularly instructive.

In dealing with the syllabus prescibed for
pl.ant life, I should be inclined to deal first
with the behaviour of plants towards light
roots and their function, water and its use;
tf) the plant, movements in plants, adapta-
tion in plants, and the flower and its
functions, following these lessons by the
germination of seeds, and only then coming

on to respiration and means of air supply,
necessity of light for normal growth and
the production and use of starch. For the
latter subjects presuppose a knowledge of
Chemistry which the pupils are more likely
to have acquired towards the end of their
course than at the beginning.

But the aim throughout should be to
dgvelop habits of observation and so to
direct them as to bring them under the
control of reason, to illuminate observation
by intelligence rasher than to pile up a
great array of facts. This is no easy
problem, but it is not impossible ; and, in
view of the great need for a wider know-
ledge of the laws of life if these areto be
adequately used for human betterment, it
1s & problem that calls for immediate solu-
tion. Itisa cause worthy of the utmost
self-sacrifice and devotion.

EXTRACTS.
I will tell of you of a school-master whom I know and whose work I know

He has been at school a number of years and he has transformed that school. Tts life
i, different. The boys leave that school different beings from what they would have been
if that man had not been there. The other day an Official of the Tiocal Education
au hority informed him that there were not enough school certificates being obtained by
the boys of his school, and quoted another school in the same area which was better in
that respect and therefore held in higher esteem by the body which he represented. My
friend told me that he had a conversation with the head of that school and asked him
how the dramatic activities and music of the school were going on and so on. * Oh”
he replied, “ We have not time for those things ; we have to work for the examination.”
(By E. P. Thomas, M. A, M. Sc., Headmaster, Royal Grammar School Nev.v-
castle-upon-Tyne). '

That is my dread, and it is indisputable, I think, that we do already attach '

far too much importance to academic degrees. It has been my good or bad luck t
have the appointment Qf academic persons to certain posts in a foreign land a,nd(I>
assure you that when I call candidates up for a personal interview on their,
double degree people and so forth, I have nearly always had to take persons with 'pa;pe'rs,
academic qualifications because my job needed other things, personality etc e

(Mr. Hayes.)

HOW DO WAR-FILMS AFFECT YOUNG

PEOPLE? . |

(The result of an enquiry by the League of Nations Union in Great Britain) - - -

BY
Dr. Sudhin N. Ghose, D. Litt.

Political and economic achievements of
the League of Nations bring out occasional
editorial comments in the Indian Press, but
ag a rule other activities of the League are
completely ignored.

Everyone knows thit the chief aim of
the Lieague is to preserve and maintain
world-peace. The I eague-Covenant, the
Pact of Paris, the Permanent Court of
International Justice and Arbritation, the
disarmament and other conferences are all
for this purpose. However, for further
and quicker progress on this line an active
collaboration of the masses of different
nations is imperative. The rising genera-
tions should be trained to regard that co-
operation i8 the normal method of conduct-
ing world-affairs. The League of Nations
Unions in different countries and the Sec-
tion of Intellectual Co-operation of the
League have taken up this task of deve-
loping the international spririf in young
people. It is & remarkable fact that
chil@en all over the world are less bigoted
and prejudiced than the adults and if proper
care can be taken, in lgss than one genera-
tion the dream of centuries might become
a tangible reality.

This is no idle speculation. The findings
of a systematic investigation carried on by
the League of Nations Union in Great
Britain on the effect of war-films on children
make the idealists and realists as well,
more hopeful then ever.

About 470 English boys and girls from
10 to 17 years of age have beerr examined
and the result of the enquiry published in
the “ Educatienal Survey” (July, 1929
pp. 12-64 7). People interested in child-
psychology and education should read thid
fascinating publication ; they will find here
plenty of intellectual food. -

The boys and girls were given question-
naires and were asked to write down whag
war-films they had seen and what' they
thought of their own soldiers and of - 'the
enemies and of war in general. " The ro
plies reveal an overwhelming anti-wis
majority ; oply 4°3% might be classod ag
definitely belonging to the pro-war group:
the remaining 95'7% are anti-war in various
degrees and for diverse reasons. e W

The only real troops that most of tha
children have seen were those on parade;
the war-films, “Dawn’, “ What Price
GQlory,” *‘ Four Horsemen of the Apocdz
lypse”’, “ The better 'Ole”’ etc., came as &
revelation to all of them. Here they find
for the first time human beings actuallj
engaged in killing one another; they see
trenches dug, shells fired, planes dropping
bombs, people gassed, cities and countries
dgvastated. As it is natural to expect, in
most cases the lasting effect of a war-film,

official or unofficial. is a sense of horror.,

* Publishers: The League of Natiéns Secre.
tariat, Geneva, Price: 2.

+
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A boy of 13 wrote: “ The Retreat from
Mons made me think that war was not
quite 8o grand as I thought. Up to seeing
it T had only a vague idea about war...”
A girl of twelve wrote about the filn
Mademoiselle from Armentieres: “ It made
me think that I was really fighting with
the soldiers in the War...We do not want
another war’’. Another boy of about
15 wrote: “ The film Emden taught me
what war is like, but I know a lot of what
really happened was not shown. Film
like this show people how cruel war is,”
A young cinema-goer of 14 who had seen
Ypres seven months before remembers
best ‘‘ the incident which I think one of

the most terrible moments I ever had when

an English soldier was shattered to pieces
with his horse, from what I saw I never
want to go to a war like I did before I saw
the picture...War is one of the most terri-
ble things that could be. I hope war will
finish after the Great War’".

. Now what of the 4'3% pro-war replies ?
They are not devoid of interest for teachers
and parents either. A bey of 10 wrote:
“ The Dawn made me think that war was
very exciting and also made me wish I was
there, winning medals and great deeds”
A girl of 13 thinks, “war is a good
thing. If our side did want to make peace
the enemy would not. So it is best to
have it over with”. Another girl of 13
said: The Battle of Somme made me think
that peace is wonderful after war and that
it is perhaps best that war sometimes does
happen, or else we should take too much
for granted and grow selfish instead of
sgcrificing like the war taught us to do ”’

- Some 75% of the replies were fair to the
enemy and on the whole war-films cannof

be accused of creating anti-German feeling.
A small percentage of the older children
went as far as to say that the films they
had seen were on the whole offensively
pro-British. Some said that the other
side “were men who had been forced to
leave their work and daily routine just to
satisfly the greed of one man’...“ both
sides were bad”...“1 think surely the
Germans fought far better in the real war
than they did in the pictures”; one boy
wrote “ The film Dawn made me think
that war is absolute nonsense, because
thousands of lives are lost in satisfying one
country’s ambition or one countrys’ jealo-
ousy against another. After all, both
sides are worse off after a war then when
they started ’. The readers should bear
in mind that the producers of the film
Dawn had carefully tried to bring home
the fact that war is futile. Of course this
moral was meant for the adults, but the
majority of the children had grasped it
all the same. Another boy said about
this film: * The other side I thought did
not want to execute Nurse Cavell, but it
was the duty of war. War brings misery
and desolation to many. It is cruel and
merciless”. A number of other replies
might be quoted but lack of space prevents
our 80 doing; the opinion of a girl of 15,
however, merits special consideration ;
according to her, “the films by showing 8o
much of our side, make people very narrow-

minded about the war. The English and

their allies appear on the films to be most
heroic, while the Germans receive all the
blame of the war. Dawn was the only film
where the Germans were treated properly.”

The 1most encouraging thing about the
95% of the replies from the children is that

o .

~ the vividness of the war-films goes towards

creating a definite anti-war attitude. One
finds the dislike of cruelty and pity for
suffering as well as the desire to be fair to
the enemy. War is declared to be wrong
and siupid and to be avoided in future:
One should notice however that most of the
children know almost nothing of the existing
peace machinery of the world—Courts of
Arbitration, the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice and above all the League
of Nations. *

The film-enquiry report concludes with
a few very interesting comments: * The
formal education of most of the children
who have filled up the questionnaire is
nearly at an end. Those in elementary
schools will leave at 14, most of those in
gecondary schools at 16. After they leave
school the majority will gain only from
newspapers their knowledge of history in
the making. Unless they have a basis of
sound and impartial knowledge of the
immediate past to explain the present they
are unfairly handicapped as citizens and
as thinking men and women...... Today the
future of our civilization hangs in the
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balance. There is surely an urgent need
for the citizens of every country to know
and understand the practical methods tha$
have been and are being used to avert

strife and war by reasonable settlement of
disputes.”

In the world of today cinema is a poten-
tial educative factor. It is capable of doing
good as well as evil, for, in mos¥ cases, the
moving pictures (not necessarily the
“ talkies ') are far more eloquent and effec-
tive than even the best delivered lectures.
The parents and teachers should see that
their children are given the opportunity of
looking at really good films, such as ‘“The
Star of Hope” and “The World War and
After” *—films which possess true educa-
tive worth and an impartial historical back-
ground. I hope that all responsible people
in our country will fry to get into cohiit;;\
with the International Educational Cin’e}
matographic Institute (lately founded af
Rome under the auspices of the League of
Nations) and secure first-hand information
on all that is best in the ﬁlm—world

*Bobh produced by the . League of Nahxons
Union Film Committes.

EXTRACTS

¢ In my view the influence of examinations, on education entirely depends on the

meening of the term “ Education.”

If by this is peant a scrappy secondary education, Iam sure that the curri-
culum would aim at the examination as its goal and have wholly bad effect. If, however,
by “ Education” is meant a secondary education both liberal and thorough in every way
thep I believe that an examination would not be the goal of the curriculum and would,

therefore, prove a desirable test.

1 desire to enter a protest against competitive examination for children - at the
ages of ten and eleven years. I am convinced that such examinations are wholly evﬂ
and tend to corruption of the secondary and central schools.

(By. Professor De Montmorency, Chairman, Conference Committes,) -
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EXAMINATIONS
By *

N. K. Venkateswaran Vanchiyoor, Trivandram

The trouble with examinations is that
there are two kinds of examinations, good
examinations and bad esaminations, and
the trouble\?s not made any the less by the
successful tendency on the part of bad exa-
;’ninations to makegood examinations also
bad, for although one kind of examinations
is easier to bear than two, good examina-
tiogs cannot be satisfactorily replaced by
bad ones. 8ir Michael Salder, one of the
bést and wisest educational thinkers of our
time, once said that examinations were the
British destiny, meaning that it nearly ap-
proximated to the nature of an evil ordain-
éd_jby the fates and, therefore, to be uncom-

.'Jp,la)iningly endured. It will be generally

conceded that what with the increase of
universities and the quickly increasing
desire for government employment in  this
country, examinations are no less the Indian

destiny as well.

- Anger being no useful weapon against
the inevitable, we have to approach this
question of examinations with willing
demeanour.

-All examinations are intended to be a
gort of adding-machine of human worth,
of knowledge and capacity, of one kind or
another. The best of all adding-machines
for this purpose is life itself, for, to speak
plainly, life is the only competent jndge
of the man or the woman. Kxaminations
are, therefore, an attempt to ascertain be-
forehand the qu lity of the full life at an
early stage in the development of life by
application to it of one of life’s functions.

They are a kind of astrological reading of

the contents of individual fortunes. If

horoscopes were made the basis of the

'aws‘nrd of university degrees and, therefore,

indirectly, the Principle of admission to the

public services, is it difficult to conceive,

assuming the tenacjty of human nature,

t%la.t the pressure of public taste and aspira~

Flon would before long bring about a grow-

10g community of horoscope-makers with
aiimost involuntury habits of telling grateful
lxe.s? This is the chief reason why exa-
mmz?,tions slide almost unconsciously from
quality and become bad and unreliable.
When examining bodies set about produc-
g artificial passes with a view to accom-
médz.z,ting the changing demands of public
opmion the virtue goes from the astrology
o.f examinations, and angels and gods
txt.ter andibly at the spectacle. More con-
scientions examining bodies will s00n be
compelled to fall into line in sheer self-
defence, and bad examinations wil] rapidly
become universal. Itis thig pious genu-
flexion of examination before the powerful
deity of public voice that we often see Hap~
pening today in India on all sides. Ttig a
very difficult business to invest examin
tions with much strength of rectitude.

a.-

When bad. examinations gain acceptance
they gradually increase the extent of their

~ influence. For example, the application of

examinations, particularly written examinas
tions, to boys and girls below the age of
twelve or thirteen is both psychologically
and educationally incorrect. In fuct, such

L]
-

application bears, in one aspect, a striking
resemblance to the toleration of child-labour
in hard factories,and in another, to a child-
marriage system in which physiological
considerations play no earnest part. In a
country where opposition to child-marriage
Restraint is intermittently admitted it is
difficult to hope for a general movement in
favour of emancipating the children from
the grind of examinations. Those who have
¢xperienced the sight of little children
preparing for, and wrestling with, and
returning from, examinations do not need
to be told what unnatural infliction of
maturity on tender personalities the process
implies. Yet in most primary and middle
schools taking care of children from € to 13
years examinations have been long establi-
shed asthe dominant discipline and purpose,
and promotions are based not on one but
often on three or even four examinations,
and there are frequent class-examinations
besides, severe enough mentors of their kind
in all conscience. These examinations torn
from their proper context and enthusiasti-
cally applied to the most unsuitable subjects
are very bad sometimes in the sense and
quality of their questions, showing little
informed attempt to assess the capacity of
children, and, looking at some of these
question®, one spontaneously feels that the
toddlers and tiny tots, for whose mental
‘dumbgbelling” they are so unstintingly
provided, must be prodigies in several
branches of knowledge. The recent Hadow
Report on Primary Edueation in England
.says, '‘The root of the matter is, after all,
-gimple. What a wise and good parent
would desire for his children, that the

nation must desire for all children........ ... .

“The main care’’ in framing the curriculum
“must be to supply the pupils with what is
essential to their healthy growth, physical,
intellectual and moral” The good and
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wise parents of India will not certainly
desire for their children a regime of exami-
nations overriding their healthy growth,
social, intellectual and moral.

The teachers in a bad examination-ridden
atmosphere gradually betray their true and
noble role without being aware at all of the
deterioration of their condnet. Solemn
coaching takes the place of the tending of
interests and the awakening of “functions,
and the young people are impressed with
the awful gravity of education, on the
proper discharge of which so ﬁlany
momentous things vaguely and fearfully
apprehended must certainly depend for
their fulfilment. The same injurious deflec-
tion of teaching engendered by the
supremacy of bad examinations takes place
in the High Schools and Colleges and even
in professional educational institutions so
that the unfoldment of capacity and culti '
vation of virtue and attainment is ‘grossly
neglected, and often goes by the beard.
The value of knowledge, pure and applied,
comes to be strictly governed by the require-
ments of these bad examinations, and the
holders of authorised certificates of
knowledge have often little else to show,
The cry is raised, “Put down the examina-
tions,” by those whose perceptions are not
easily blinded by the bustle of prevailing
things, although it would be more appro-

priate to cry, “Put down the bad examina-
tions and all examinations at the wrong
times and places.”

Examinations are a much necessary evil,
but that is no reason to allow the evil to
embarass us every day and all day. If the
present widespread tendency to insist on
‘satisfactory’ percentages of passes in all
examinations persists there is going to be g
rather long aud glorious career for had
examinations in India, and even intelligence
tests might come to be sold by pennyworthg
in class-rooms for the safety and prosperity
of the future citizens,

2



THE HAPPIEST PHASE OF CHILDHOOD

By

S. Jagannadlan, Kindergaten Asst,. Teachers’ College, Saidapet,

Language as the Medium of Expression

The great difference between man and
the millions of the dumb creations of God
consists in the wonderful gift of the power
of speech which the former is endowed
with by the Creator. It is still more
delightful to watch the growth of this
Divine power of speech. It is this power
that brings enjoyment to the loving parents
and the grandmothers and grandfathers of
children and it is for the hearing of which
many childless families are praying and
~eagerly looking forward to. I propose to
"record here some observations on this
~ wonderful capacity of the child’s expres-
sion-(s.e.) the power of speech which to
my mind is the “Happiest phase of
childhood ™’

Earlier forms of Expression

This period of babyhood from the age of
one to two marks the period when the child
catches the sonnds and picks up words and
repeats them in scme unintelligible way.
Even before that period though the child is
not fully developed to acquire them
it shows manifestations which are the indi-
cations of the working of his mind, his
needs and wants. A loving mother puts a
right interpretation to these outward mani-
festations and attends to the child’s re-
quirements. Sometimes the very eager
look, then at another time a feeble cry, at
another timec a coaxing gesture, and at
other times a continued cry or sigh—all

these have their own meanings. The child

can show its anger or pleasure, express its
like or dislike or demonstrate its protest.
But all these may not evoke a proper
response from the mother as the power of
speech can do.

Child’s Vocabulary

It will be wuseiul to watch a child's
speech and take an account of the cxtent
of its vocabulary at a particular age. The
age of two 1s, I think, a period by which the
child has mastered some speech and from
2 to 3 the growth is indeed marvellous and
day to day its command over language is
being established. There may be cases
where the power of speech is delayed for
some longer time or where the power of
speech grows rapidly. I have attempted to
give a Jist of words from the vocabulary of
 child aged 2 years 2 months and this is
made out of my own observations and re-
cords. The words are written in the way the
child utters them. Corresponding English
expressions are given so as to help others
to verity the list with their own close
experiences with children.

List of familiar Words
1. Calling Relations. A

1. gwuwr Mother

2. gydur Father

3. o gw Elder brother
4. wrwor Uncle

5., srssn Grand father

6. drily Grand mother
7. wrur Ba,by

8. Qariamgs Child

L)
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(b) Parts of the body.

1. os Hand.
2, -&re Lieg.
3, s%W Head.
4, @pES Nose.
5. aauw Eye.
6. s1.m Ear.
7. Qgrsg Stomach,
8. @rgf Forehead.
9. ue Tooth.
10, arw Mouth.
(¢c) Amimals and Birds.
1. gy Cat.
2, Ggrlsnr Dog.
3, srésnm Crow.
4, wr@ Cow.
5. gl Elephant.
6. g9 @sxly  Lamb.
7. s@pos Ags.
8. @ar5Q@s1@sr Cock
9, e House Sparrow.
10. oo Rat.
(d) Food, Eatables ete.
1. wogp Rice, food.
2, #&d Curds.
3. woy Dholl.
4, Qgrens Pan-cake.
5, w@iy@ure  Dholl Powder.
6. Gemuy Soup.
7. sssni,af  Curry.
8o @suw Ghee.
9, oeranr Hot.
10. srgsr Water.
11. Qasrafigrssr Hot water.
12, yuded Cake.
13. @papsT ‘Whole.
14, ur® Part, portion.
15, @uuwo Plantain.
16. Quri Butter Milk.
1 A familiar
17, gduerrw fca,ke made of black
gram,

18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.
a7.
- 28.
29,
30,
31.
a2,
38.
34.

—
[«]
~

o ke
SRR

13.
14.

16.
17,
18.
19.

20,

R e

Qe ooy o
Qaveir_mid
wor Qi er
sL®
s &
@ %v
IO b L (D LD
@ g Geir gy
Qemani
5EG
&1 &g @ eor
Y I
ey
CanCanr
& QT &
9&C@sr
Ll o]
Clothings, Dress
Sl
el
sl
GG
FTE S
Tt
woewf)
Qurienw
&Ly
%
sw®al
53
& T gl LD
@QCsr
2Csr
awRs
@uls
CQurili®sCanr

uL &

G
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I want.
I do not want.
T won’t.
Plate.
Cashewnut
Lieaf.
Fruit.
Still one more.
Coconute
Sugar
Oil.
Coffee.
Milk.
Cocoa.
Sukar Candy.
Biscuit.
Pea.
ete.
Umbrella.
Cloth. ’,
Shirt.
Saffron.
Caste mark.
Girl’s clothing.
Bead.
Doll.
Bangle.
Glass Bangle.
Chain.
Flower
Lost.
Here it is.
There it ig.
There.
Here.
Wear.
(Denotes the
breaking of the
bangle or the

falling of g
thing.)

Cap.
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£y Action words.

—

~

L

e W

-3 T3 O

10.
14.
12.
13.
14,
15,
16.
17:
18.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
20,

(g
1.
2.

i

Se® e w

19.°

FTESF
Gilcic
@Qrar
er (@
Gy

S @
.
Bev gy
GEH
Lgp
er®
ST E G
P&
Qursas
@gﬁ@

QsmsCar
ur ey, Wi,

&S

5% &

D, VFF

Qariiy

ars®

Gur®, oo
Qurmé®

Sex
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Lie down,

Run fast.
Come.
Liat.
Kat.
Drink.
Pinch, Screw.
Hit.
Stand.
Hit hard.
Open.
Shut.
Sleep.
Kick.
Gone.
Touch.
Carry.
See.
Hold.
Walking.
Place.
Pouring.
Buy.
Serve.
Pick.
Tear.

Other name words.

L &
ull®

Geriy
suwlip
EN&F

& ovor oot
sV gy

Lo eooT S
@ & 7o %v

areunm

Ball.

Shinnig cloth,
Silk.

Toy.

Pie.

Coin.

Water.

Stone, brick,

Sand.

Backvard.

Light, *tch,
wound,

11. &raf
12, anrse
13, Qurilcan

14, samant.

15, we

16, wrdur
17. Csrsos
18, sar@yy
19. #

20. afseR

21, erdsily

22, wmiby, 4e®

23, wuré@
24, Qazlgs
25. Quigms
926, @rar
27, erenf
Vg8, wrTw
29, rdfe
30. s
31, ewu
32, ®aydau
33, geuf
34. Pemi
(h)
. Gugrssnr
2. Qurienc.

3, @u/Ts‘Ue\)/rg

1. seem

5, Jwis

6. Qerd Qerws

7. Q@ard

89 }m@r:rah' T e
10-11 Cely s piy
12-13 @)GU'HT@/, 2P euh |
14-15 } G EGFF UG
16, woref

17. erevevrin

18, aearisgw

Key.
Street.
Motor.
Quarrel.
Lap.
Baby.
Child.
Glass, Mirror.
You.

Fan.
Chalk.
Snake, Insect.
Nut. ’
Betel leaf.
Bed.
Moon.
Dung.
Mat.
Train.
Bazaar.
Pocket
Rattle.
Nail.
Hole.

Qualifying and other words.

Nice.

Head  without
hair,

Bad fellow.

Good.

Dirty.

Milking.

Noise.

}Yellow , green,
red, black,

}One, three, five,

ten.

A Handful.
All.
For all.

A Previous list Compared.

The present list compares very well with
a list prepared two years ago on behalf of
& child of the same age as the present. A
girl-child who is always with the mother
learns more words about the household etc.
while the boy-child learns more words
connected with his father’s books, pencils
and pictures.

Talking in Sentences.

The chiid also express its ideas in two or
more words and tries t8 give out its ideas
in full sush as,

CPEpET, AWTQUT

G yésasCan

(Full Moon).

Hold the Umbrella.
Liet me come.

wrer gréssCsr  Liet me lie down.

srer w@rer

@l Cur Go their way.

g arere.ra I do not want that
way.

srar @ofl @a% I have not bathed.

srar uarof Let me come fo
gchool.

The same object or the same word may
be uttered differently by ditferent children.
This depends upon the sounds caught by
the child and retained in its memory.
Easy sounds are caught first.

Retention, Recall, Memory-:

The child has the power of retention of
gome®words and recalls them when oppor-
tunity presents itself. When it is taken
out it can point out to,animals and birds
and say sréer (Crow) wr@ (Cow) Qaryl

,' (cock) w2 (Cat) sri (Dog) ete. More-

over the baby language such as ge cat
and @57@57 Dog can be modified and by
Repetition the child can be trained to use
correct words.

Similarly when we take the child for a
few minutes to the bazaar, it sees a number

P HAPPIEST PHASE OF CHILD HOOD 329

of things and says ¥ (Flower) gduww
(Plantains) Cgeands (Coconuts) Qags%w
(Betel leaf). It remembers the things which
we take with us to the bazaar and if by
chance we forget the basket or the
umbrella it asks ““ where is the bagket ? "’
(or the Umbrella?) It can recognise that
there is some procession (temple or mar-
riage) by the hearing of the Music in the
street : wewmir (music) #md (God.) There
are also some occasions when the child can
recognise a spoken word but cannot give
expression to it (e.g. saprww or Qerrswn
(medicine). Sometimes it gives expression
to terms such as “I shall come to-morrow
srirégaCrer without understanding the
significance of the time implied in “ fo-
morrow ~’ and similarly wram ! (for Alag |
It is & sin).

ERepetition
characteristic in the child’s language is its
tendency to repeat a word a number of
times especially words which are pleasing
to it. Whenever it learns new expressions
it repeats a number of times till it is tired
or till it gets hold of the same automati-
cally. Then when short stories are told
and when some funny expressions are
used and respeated, it remembers the same
and takes pleasure in repeating the same
when occasion arises or when questioned
about it.

How did the crow drink water ? Qsrs$
(Pecking pecking) Qarg §
How did the baby eat the gugar

ball 558
(Licking licking) 558
How did the monkeys throw the cap @sry
(“ Thoppu” “ Thoppu’’) @ard

How did the child come running? @ g@
(* Kudu “ Kudu”.)

Uiag

o

of Words.—A wonderfi~
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Conditions dependent on the growth of
Language. - The  growth of  language
depends on various conditions. Language is
acquired by Imitation and the child repeats
the language heard by him. Opportunity
for hearing and expressing should be given
to the child as much as possible. ‘The
parents must sit with the child and
engage him in conversation, talk to him
about various things in the house, sing him
songs and tell him cradle stories. ‘Lhe
extent of vocabulary, the refineness of ex-
pression depends on the family, society
and surroundings of the child. The parents
are also responsible for the child’s correct
gpeech. I grant that one should enjoy the
sweet Baby talk, but I also think it is our
primary duty to correct, improve and
develop the speech of the child. I'requency

7 the use of the right expressions at a
particular situation would impress the
word in the mind of the child. For
exawple the child recognises wind and rain
when it experiences these in the cold
months. If the parents desire that the
child should grow up as a nice young boy
or girl, then it is their duty to abstain

from usingany slang expression in the
household, and to aveid all unpleasant or
vulgar phrases.

Training in Speech

There are in the Tamil country very
many Rhymes and stories which are suited
to the Traiming of specch in children.
Some are in the form of questions and
answers and these questions lead on to a
certain end. Some of the sentences have
real meanings and the answers to some
questions arve real. These answers reveal
to children what they can do if they have
to face such a situation.

I shall give below some -of these ques-
tions and answers with Knglish renderings
of the same.

s duls? 7557 QEram® Qurés

srser ar@as? yoflw wrg 5@

yefius g a&®s? @alwdRurlirss
Qalyer sion aaCs! GROAuNsares
YBLQufés sruue ails? uaNQsisgrés
u Couss Farwanls? yo qplrésiQurées
yeo a1 &Gs? wrier @ Gies Hary Sl g
wiler eqws] yremwior areai®e

GLlans a@Csl CQanrlani. argaldw

wEEs@ o upsBpLE wri i

s abg ofL &,

Where is the hand ?

Where is the crow ?

Where is the Tamarind tree ?
Where are the pieces?
Where are ashes ?’

Where is the tank ?

Where is the grass?

Where is the elephant ?
Where is the Horse?

»E @b el g,

The crow has carried it away

On the Tamarind tree

It has been cut down

They have been burnt

They have been used for cleaning teeth
It is overgrown with grass

Faten away by Elephant and Horge

At the palace gate

At the Ilort

Look up at the tree! the Oriole is flying !! Here is my hand | Here 1s my hand

sraar srésr aw@s Curgyd?

@eor arcar a1 ®4s1dT

aai@sre aarar Qewgni?

wi® crorer @sr®gs &7

urey aarer @edigiris?

il arerar @er®ggner?

& aearen Qewgrd?

SET @SN 67 51 T Q@sr®ggaen?
Ggremy aarar Qs1@gss7
pogams aerear @eigril

y Qe aarar Qsr®@gs &7

y GTe e Qewgri? .

Jerdrwri aerar @sn®  gril

ul® arerer @ewgni?

DB &T G T @5%@(5(506&?

Crow, Crow where did you go?
What did you do with the straw?
What did the cow give you ?

What did you do with the milk?
What did she give you?

What did you do with the chircoal ?
What did the coppersmith give you ?
What did you do with the pot
What did the well give you ?
What did you do with the water ?
What did the plants give you?
What did you do with the flowers ?
What did Ganesha give you ?
What did you do with the silk ?
What did mother give you ?

Tifere are still ever so many rhymes and
stories in the Tamil country which could be
usefully taught to children. These stories
and rhymes reveal to us that our ancestors
who had the great and sacred privilege of
training our children had certainly keen
insight into child nature. It is however
opén to the present day mothers and
teachers to collect these and use them with
children. These rhymes may not be uniform
throughout the land. There are indeed
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@18 g CQurlearar,
amaslaere a@siQgar, EEp——
wriliy. pEU CurlQuer,
vre Qsr@égs e, .
urlg s QsndsQ sar. ,\:?_/'l .
L Y 2
afl Qer® ggnar, i
seargyeflih @s165C gam. ‘,‘5

LAY

Canewry @ar®ggrar, % Y .
i Ds185s &, \ ';: . 4§

. . . . . . &
yé@ré@ zapfCarar \?\'?"'*-600})0/'

<

e,

y Cen@sss. St
Serlorwn s @ Quril@ua,
ul® Qer@gani,
yuowrefie.n Qer®gQ gar,
e @ir@igrer apdso Qar@F snan
To get some straw
Gave it to the cow
Milk E
Gave it to my grand mother o N
Charcoal -t F&}L"
Gave it to the copper-smith  / A
A pot N \'}\
Dropped it into the well S
Water . -
Watered the plants cA -
Flowers . b
Gave them to God Ganeshs . G
Silk
Gave it to mother
Some cakes and a kiss
various versiouns of the same in different
parts of the country. Some of these have
to be adapted to the present conditions a
little. Unhealthy and indecent expres-
sions should be expunged and they should
bs modified and in some cases shortened,
ftory Rhymes,

Here are two examples of story Rhymes,
Interesting stories can be told out of thege
Nursery story rhymes and in fact the chilq
delights in repeating these verses,
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It would indeed be worthwhile to make
illustrated charts of these rhymes for the
class room. 'These charts make the stories
vivid and impressive. Without waiting
for the charts to come out in print, the
teachers themselves could write these on
big sheets of papevs and illustrate the lines
with suitable pictures from old readers,
catalogues and old magazines, if he cannot
draw all of them. )

Prayer Songs.

In some homes the elders also teach
the child to repeat some prayer songs.
During the time of household Pwujas or
visits to temples the child sings these
prayers. In a way this helps the child to
remember the lines taught to him and by
repeated practice he overcomes difficulties

“ in speech. It is open {0 the parent to
-~ &noose: “these songs. In a Hindu family
verses in praise of Ganesha, Saraswati,
Shiva, Vishnu, Muruga can be usefully
taught. Whatever is taught in the period
of childhood has an everlasting effect on
- the child.

Teacher as a Propagandist.

I really feel that teachers who do feel
for giving such a training to children from
childhood should begin to adopt theif
methods to their own children first and
then do propaganda work among the
parents of the village. Unlike the native
doctor who maintains a strict secrecy of

the medicinal properties of certain drugs,
the teacher has on the other hand to try to
popularise the suitable and right methods
of training children who are to be the
makers of our Motherland. That will
reveal to others the greatness of our own
systems of training children. For exam-
ples the Nursery rhymes and cradle
tales are as much admirably suited to our
own children as those in other eountries.
1t is for the teacher to unearth these buried
treasures and transmit them to the future
generation through the present generation
of children. The women teachers can very
largely help the teaching world in this
direction by appealing to the mothers to
give the right kind of training to their
children. Is it too remote to see Nursery
Schools flourishing in this land of ours and
take up this question in right earnest ?
I am sure the time will very soon come.

Conclusion.

There is nothing more pleasing to the
beart of the teacher than to get a group of
children, engage them in conversation;
teach them interesting stories and train
their power of speech in the right way.

Blessed are they who possess children,
Blessed are they who love children
Blessed are they who sit and watch

children,

And most Blessed are they who watch

. and teach children.

THE LATE MR P. T.SRINIVASA AIYENGAR
A brief biographical sketch.

The late Mr. P, T. Srinivasa Iyengar
was born in 1863 in a very poor but respect-
able middle class family. His father,
Mr. Tiruvenkata Iyengar, was a private
vakil practising at Tiruvayar near Tanjore.
“P. T. S.” had an elder brother and
6 sisters one of whom*®is the mother of
Mr. T. S. S. Rajan of Trichinopoly.
Dr.A. Vasudevan, Asst. Professor of Patho-
logy in the Medical College, Madras, is the
son of another sister, He is also the son-
in-law of P. T. S. and it was in his bunga-
low that he passed away.

P. T. 8’s family removed in the seven-
ties of the last century to Negapatam where
the St. Joseph College was then located.
P.T.S. lost his father who was then
barely 85 years old, when he was studying
in the High school classes and it is inter-
esting to note that his mother who was at
the time of her widowhood almost of the
same age as her husband lived on for
another 47 years! The family continued
to live at Negapatam until P.T. 5. took
his degree. His only elder brother the sole
supporter at that time of the family had
to give up his own studies and seek em-
ployment in the 8.I.Ry. Later on when the

_ 8t. Joseph's college was removed to Trichi-
nopoly the whole family also migrated to
that place. Father Sewell, the then princi-
pal of the College took a parental interestin
P.T.S. and when he took his M.A. degree in
1884 two years after taking the B.A. degree,
Father Sewell gave him a place in the
College itself. P. T. 8. however, did not

continue long in the services of St. Joseph's.
He was offered the principalship of the
Hindu College of Vizagapatam and it is
well known how he continued %o occupy
that high place for 30 years with conspi-
cuous success.

Messrs. L. D. Swamikannu Pillai and
Arogyaswami Pillai of Coimbatore were
classmates of P. T. S. and these three took
their M. A. degree in English in the same
year and were generally known as the great
trio. They continued to be good friendg
to the end of their lives.

Among the colleagues of P. T. S, ab th
gapatam were the late Padmanabha Iyer
of Travancore who was popularly known
as Vizagapatam Padmanabha Iyer and
Chandrasekhara Iyer, father of the famous
Sir C. V. Raman, F. R. 8.

It was mainly through the efforts of
P. T. 8. that the old Hindu College was
converted into Mrs. A. V. N. College of
the present day. He was able to get for
the institution a donation of three lakhs of
rupees from the lady whose name it bears
now.

In course of time P. T. 8. became a re-
cognised authority in the teaching of Eng-
lish and in collaboration with Mr. Yates
published the well known series of direct
method readers. He had an important
share in the shaping of the 8. 8. I, Q.
scheme and was also a member of the
Senate before the passing of the Madrag
University Act.
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Very early in life P. T. 8. became a Free
Mason and in course of time he attained a
very high position in it and was at one time
the senior-most Grand Master,

He was also associated with Dr. Beasant
in the earlier days of the history of the
Theosophical Society, though later on he
became estranged from the society. He
wrote “ QOutlines of Indian Philosophy "
while he was a theosophist and the book
was published by the Theosophical Society.

‘When he retired from Vizagapatam after
30 years of meritorious service he came

bac.:k to his old college, the St. Joseph's,
Tnchinopoly and was lecturer in the Train-
ing Section. When the training department
was abqlishgd he was sent to the St. Joseph’s
at Bangalore and it was from Bangalore
th‘a,t he came to Madras as Reader in the
Hxst.ory Department of the University. His
merits were recognised by the authorities
of the Annamalai University and he was
appointed as the Professor of Indian His-

tory there. He died in harness, as was .

becoming an indefatigable worker like
himself.

*

Some ardent advocates of English as a Universal language overlook the practi-
cal difficulties that stand in the way. In 1924 my neighbour at the League Assembly
was & Dutchman who knew and wrote English well. 'We were listening to an oration
by the British Minister Mr. Ramsay Macdonald, who, in his fervour, relapsed into a
broad Scottish accent. “ My brrrethrrren,” he said “let us not forruget that-the eyes of
the ceeveelised wurrrld are upon us.”” My Dutch friend whispered : “What 1 aﬁguage

is he speaking ? Is it French ?”

H. W. Steed in his address on the " Philosophy of Modern Language.”

g
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TEACHERS' RESPONSIBILITY.

In opening the Conference of the C.P.
Berar Government Teachers Conference the
Hon'ble Dr. P. 8. Deshmukh is reported to

have said:

Tt came to my notice somewhat late that
this Union is limited to Government teachers
only. I cannot help saying that this rather
gurprised me. I could not discover anything
in your previous reports which explained why
you had éxcluded your brothers of the same
calling and status only gerving different
masters.You may probably have your own griev-
‘ances, but in wider interests of Education I
would very much like all to be included in the
game Union. I do not expect the grievances
that you may have would in any way be diffe-
rent from theirs. The Non-Goveroment tea-
chers will probably hbave a few more. If
appears to me that their inclusion would very
largely extend the scope of your delibrations
and their usefulness.

Blame whom and what you may, it is an
unfortunate fact that India has not been keep-
ing space with the new ideals in education,.
Tt does not require any argument to convince
gensible men in India of the value of education
and how by education alone can any real
gocial, religious or political progress be effected.
and, what is still more important, made lasting

In the Western countries it is a recognised
fact that every citizen has the right to claim a
full course of primary as well as secondary
education and that it is the duty of every

Government to provide this. We have hardly.

begun to make provision for free and compul-
sory education of the primary standard so
hopelessly low that none can regard it as a
proper equipment for & citizen living iu the
twentioth century. But when we know that
we have to leave a large percentage of our
population to the merey of God even 80 far as
this goes. God alone knows when we shall
come to the stage, when we can make secondary
education compulsory as well as free. That,
need not, however, make us so despondent as.to
give up the ides of reforming the existing
educational system in the province be it pri-
mary or secondary.

Ope of the principal ends of education is
to develop the habit of intellectual initiative
in the student. The Teacher’s influence essen-
tially depends upon what he is~—nob merely
upon what he teaches and how he teaches. The

teachers must, therefore be men of culture ang
men who are most keen to impart that ecultuve
to every student under them, and in a way th;,(;
will appeal to them best. It is for thig
reason and not because he has to get
through a fixed curriculum that a teacher isg
?egarded as an individual of utmost national
importance which can never be measured in
rupees, annag and pies of his pay or the percen-
tage of his results. 1t should be®one of the’
most intimate concerns of every teacher to
lift hig profession to the supreme height of
national advancement and not bo allow };jmself
and his profession to be styled 'mercenary.’
The degree of success of this Union will bo
gnea,sured by the progress the Union achieves
in this direcetion.

I will only remind you that your -
the student under you does not e};d wigl?(goixfo
through the curriculm but it is also your dut;g
to strive your best to send him out a worthy
citizen of India. He is your best reward a.ng
memorial. Do not for a moment think thag
Tam blind to your difficulties and handicang' .
You have already achieved much againgt & -~
odds, but still more remains to be ‘achieved,
With a stout and a fearless heart let us, strive
tg serve the Motherland as best us we can
undeterred by the eriticism of selfish wige acres’
and unserupulous and unprineipled politiciang,

THE PERFECT TEACHER OF ENGLISH -

By
George Sampson

(The writer, being asked to give, very shortly, hi.
tiew oj" the Perfect Teacher of Englishy, hia
replied as follows tn The New Fra) '

) LIKE the poet, the perfect teacher of Engli

is born and made. His special poweggtgg
impulse come by nature; his matter and techni.
qu.e.must be acguired. Acquirements are nof
ability, bub, being more easily displayed, they
get the - greater glory and manage to pass
for both. To discourage the persons who
claimed to be specialists in Laglish hecguse
they couk.i claim to be spacialists in nothin

else, examining authorities have stiffened bhg
course of sbudy with difficult fences and heay

going, and now we are in danger of haviny
English spascialists who are creditably lea,medg
but just doggedly, irrelevantly, and almost
stupidly learned. Degree and diploma ex i
nations tend to produce the people who &::x;

A
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study, bub cannot read, who can do housemaid’s
work in the Palace of Art, but cannot inhabit
there. Nothing here said is meant to depreciate
&hheev?lue]cftscl;ola.}“ship and research in English,
sea.rcshnkljgle :u h hls. that Schola,rs}.np and re-
tivit ong to their own realm of jntellectual
activiby, and have no necessary relation to the
qualities that make a good teacher. The perfect
teacher of Englgsb must possess gualifications
which are definite and important, even though
they are not all normally examinable. He
must have ae pleasant, manageable voice. He
must have good, untainted, unaffected speech,
He must kqow enough of the science of speech
to enab_le him to detect and cure the faults of
speech in his pupils. He must have a sense of
words ; that is, words must be to him what
colours are to the painter. In particular, he
must be sensitive to ** values ” in words, and
must have observed, critically and creabively,
th§ use of words by the masters of writing, as a
painter observes the use of colours by the
masters of painting. In the same way he must
have cultivated his sense of rhythm, form and
structure. He must be able to make the lessons
in English the friend of clear, honest thought
and clear, honest expression, and the unsleeping
_faid of clirke, cant, pretentiousness and muzzy-
mindedness. He will not tolerate any glib
generalizations about “ The Drama” and * The
Short Story” and “The Lyric” and " The
Essay,” nor shall his sword sleep in his hand if
he finds his pupils delivering opinions which
* they have had no means of forming, and pro-
nouncing upon the themes and characters of
works which they have nob read. He must be
vowed to artistic truth and sincerity. He
must be able to live by nativeright in the world
of imaginative experince. He must have enough
of the creative spirit to enable him to meeb the
creative artist half way, and,indeed, be go far an
artist and good eraftsman that he can create
anew for others what he has received for him-
self. He must be widely and wisely read in the
literature of the world for the enrichment of his
experience and the deepening of his under.
standing. If he can enlarge his range to
include enjoyment of music, painting, sculpture
and architecture, so much the better; for to
have life abundantly is one of the marks of true
vitality. But he must not live in thq realm of
shadows, ‘projections and representations. E_[e
must have character, or character will exist in
vain for him. He must be able to breathe
deeply of the common air and find the pageant
of life the greatest of spectacles. He must have
humour and geniality as well as taste, and be a
man of this world ag well as of the other. He
must have many other qualities which I have

not wit and space enough to set down. Thus
modestly endowed, the perfect teacher of
English must be, of course, a perfect tsacher,
able by effortless appeal to call out the best
from his pupils, and able by natural radiation
to transmit himself, his faith, his hope and his
love, winningly and memorably.

Co-Education as Training for Living by
Liviag.
J. H. Badley, M.A.

(Headmaster of Bedales School, Petersfield,
Hampshire, Author of ‘ Bedales: A poineer
school, : Co-education and its part in a com-
plete education eta.) »

I shall here confine myself to the bearing of
Co-Education upon three important aspects of
school, its activities, its government, and its free-
dom, considered as means of training many-
sided human beings for a manysided life.
In the first respect it certainly makes for
an enlargement of school activities and in-
torests, In arbs and crafts, for instance, (and
few will question the educational value of
these), why is a boy altogether to be debarred
from weaving or cocking, or a girl from the use
pf Oarpenter_’s tools ? And in singing and dane-
ing and acting both range and interest are
greitly inereased where hoth take part. Even
in_ the most orbhodox school subjects, there is a
widening out-look in the different lines of ap-
proach and directions of interest, especially if
we remember thata co-educabional school means
a mixed staff. There is little need to empha-
size a ghill greater value in these for the teachers
themselves, for each sex recognises as applying
to the other (however blind to it in its own case)
the narrowness of outlook in a single-sex com-
munity.

So, too, with gelf-Government, Here the gaing
of Co-education are evident even at the*time,
though still morein the future for which it is g
training. The Chief one ia that it compels re-
cognition that Government cannot rest merely
upon physical force, and this must be replaced
by a‘n'admlbbed authority resting upon other
quah,txes as well and backed by public opinion,
Boys’ schools are now very different from what
they once were, but their tradition is still one
that tends to produce together with needless
sufferu;gs of f_she seasitive—the convietion that
power is privilege, and that authority rests on
force. In a co-educational school the fact thaf
rules and their enforcing must apply to boy and
girl, and must be administered by ~boeth, makes
another point of view inevitable,

o
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Where there is daily experience of joint dig-
oussion and common action in solving the pro-
blem of the Government in such a school, boy
and girl are getbing a training for :}e.a.lmg Wl.th
later problems, domestig and pohtlcal, social
and international, in which similar factor are
involved.

Tt is in the third aspeet of school life, t]na.t
freedom of growth and fulness of opportunity,
that co-education seems to me to bring its grea-
test possibilities of gains—as well, of course, as
its greatest possibilities of failure. Education—
in its widest sense of learning by experience—
is a matter of contacts : contacts with things,
contacts with ideas, contacts with people, I
have already pointed out that co-education
makes for a wider range of school activities and
interests, both inside the class room and out—
more contacts with things, that ig, and with
ideas. In widening the range of personal con-
tacts it does still more, The finest teaching is
the influence of the thought and the feeling of
the teacher on the feeling of the thought of the
learner, the influence of personality on person-
ality. To confine this influence ito the same
gox is semi-starvation. If we think how much
of & boys needs are supplied by his mother, and
of & girl's by her father, we shall gsee the loss to
each on entering the atmosphere of a convent.
And is not this true of companionship also ? Sex
with its manifold enrichment of life and its
needs, unconscious even more than conscioug,
does not first become active at adolescense ; it
js—or should be—a gradual growth, and (vgit;h
our northern races at least) its physical claims
come later to urgency if its emotional clai.ms can
find their satisfaction in companionship and
their outlet in creative effort. Youth, vs{ith its
alterations of untested assurance and ° blank
misgivings of a creature moving about in worlds
not realized,’ is not an easy time at best ; and
the traditional treatment of it—handed down
from primitive man with his initiation rites—
by segregation of the sexes at the time of their
emotional devolopment, so far from making it
easier, has only intensified the strain. ) Repres-
sions, we now know, are dangerous things, p,nd
more emotional outlet, with more companion-
ship, more community of interests and more
frankness may be wiser.

In a recent encyolioal letter the Pope decl&red'
against co-educstion as ‘false and harmful’
tending to encourage ‘a levelling prquscu\t;y
in place of ‘the legitimate assooiation of the

gexes ": and he goeg on to ufter warnings about
gymnastic exereises for girls as ‘ greatly impair-
ing their Chritian modesty by any kind of ex-
hibition in public’ and also to censure ‘any
foolhardy intiation and precautionery (sex)
instruction for all.’ With no less religious
fervour, the Soviet of Riga (if we may believe
the press) has recently passed a decree allowing
temporary marriages between those still a
school, and pledging itself to provide for their
off spring.

For my own part I neither believe that a
medieavel or even a Victorian attitude towards
sox is now either desirable or possible, nor yet
that » promiscuity and incontinence, as.Pope
and Soviet believe, are the only alternative.
Both seem to ba equally subversive of the sani-
tive of thought and feeling that it should be the
aim of education to produce. Suech sanity, I
beliave, is more likely to be the outcome, in the
first place, of frank satisfaction of children’s
natural desire for knowledge about sex as about
any other side of life, and in the second, of com-
panionship free alike from the stimulation of
unwhole-some conditions and from necessary

restrictions and segregation a which, even jf*

they do not bring about perversionsand daj

ous complexes, lead sooner or later t3 violent

reactions. Co-educastion is of value just
because it offers I believe, a means of pro-
moting a healthier habit of feeling and thought,
—a growth all the healthier for being un-
beonscious—as the result of daily intercours
etween the seéxes under condition of equ.-e
ality and of practical comradeship. In gugh
comradeship I see the only sound basis for a
new sex-morality t> take the place of the old
that is now so out of touch with our assump.-
tions and our needs. In politics, in economi es
in marriage and all social relations, the new life
can be no longer be confined in old forms, The
new ones have yet to be found; and for the first
time in history this can be done not, as always
before, by a dominant sex in its own inte-
rests of the race. For this common task
gsome common ground of thought and feel
ing is needed, the habit of mind and mubual
understanding that grows from life together and
the pursuit of common aims, Can we geb this
common ground except by an upbringing that
makes of boy and girl not merely oecassional
playmates meeting only for amusemen$, but
fellow workers from the first, aware of common
interest and common needs ?

(Reprinted from The New Fra)

P r—— mrm—
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There is & ery of financial erisis and retrench-
ment everywhere and the general depression has
affected us also, Tt should nob., It is in tites
of distress that we should help each other more
and stand and pull ogether.
We are not very ambitious. We do not de-
gire to amasgs a fortune and indulge in the so-
called Indian weakness of hoarding. e are
anxious to improve the Magazine and make it
more attractive and useful. In order todo this
and yet to balance our budgeb we must not only
retain all cur old subscribers but see that 200
new paying subscribers join us,
We have in the Presidency 25 Districts and
the quota for sach District would be only 8 new
subseribers. It is true that some districts may
not be able to contribute its {full quota and it is
the duby of others to make it up. Ivery Dis-
trict would do well to aim at getting 12 or at
least ten uew subseribers and then all would be
well with us,
Each teacher by himself may not be able to
spare Re. 3 a year and suhseribe for a copy; but
if 4 of thew join together and each give One
“anna a month we win a new subscriber, Cer-
) %‘aﬁnly.all teachers gatting Bs. 90 and more per

month can fall into the scheme and if we get one
new order for every four teachers getbing Rs, 90
and more per month we would be placed per-
manently above want.

Even those whose income per month ranges
between Rs. 50 and Rs, 90 may help us; only
in their case the group may be eqlarged,
Tight of them joining togethar and contributing
Balf an anna a month could give us a new sub-
geriber. We refuse to believe that many are foo
poor to spare Half-an-anna a month,

This is my appeal to our Profession :—

Give ns 200 new subseribers for the Journal.
1 hope my appeal will not be in vain.

8. K, Yegnanarsyana Iyer,
President of the 8. I. T. U.

THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHERS’
UNION (ESTD. 1908)
No, 41, Singarachari Street, Triplicane.
An appeal to the teachers in the Ceded
districts.

The South Indian Teachers” Union was form-
ed about 23 years back with the avowed object
of ameliorating the condition of teachers and o
oreate in them the feeling of solidarity. Frpm
the time of its inception it has been meeting
annually and diseussing educational topics and
problems and passing resolutions calculated to

better the lot of teachers. Though it |
aboub 22 years old, it is a very reg:eté:bllse lflgz:
that thae And_hms in general, and the tenchers of
the Ceded Districts in partioular, have not join.
ed the Union 10 any appreciable numbers.” Ng
body can question the useful and noble .work
the Union is doing. By passing resolutions, by
agitabion on the platform and in the pross, by
making representations to the authoritieg con-
cerned, the Union bas attracted public attention
and I am sure a$ no diggant date, it will receive
Government recognition, Doces it not hehave
therefore, teachors in thege districts to streng:
then the hands of the Unign by eurolling them-
selves as members in large numbers.

I am very much pained to ses that Andhra
representation in the Union jg displorably poor
Its annual Conlerences are very poorly atbend-
ed. Let us remember that we are living in an
age of_ leagues, Unions, Guilds and Associations
Nothing worth the name can bs achieved withouq‘:
coneer'r:ed and organiged action. If we wish that
our vaice should be heard, our elaims racognised
and our rights'and privileges conceded we can't
obta.m.them single-handed, It can he done only
by umtad'actlon, by an organisation like the
South Indian Teachers’ Union. Let us there-
fore, make up our minds early to join the Uniogn
in large numbers,

.I a@dress this appeal to teachers in the Ceded
Districts. Werhafve not given any thought till
now to the Union. Let us begin to evinee
Intérest in its affairs; let us becoms its most
enthuslastic, active and earnest members, None
can help us.  We 1aust help onrselves. SELF
QELP IS THE BEST HELP, When the
fime comes, let it not be suid that we lost by
delault. Let us not furnish g farther proof of
our backwardness by our indifference,

. Let me anbicipate and answer the question

what has the union done for us so far?” It
has done a good deal of spade work, It ba&given
2 rgde shqc_k'to erring managements of schools
by 1ts activities. It has roused the teachers to a
sense of their daties, rights and privileges, It is
fco early to calculate the advantage in rupees
annas and pies. A time wil] comse, and I am
8ure 1t 18 not far, when we will he g foree to be
reckoned with, ?Ehe great body of teachers will
then be able to dictate berms, even as the Great
National Congress dig, to their masters and will
be able to shape and guide the Educational
policy of the Country. Shoulg we not, therefore
strive fo ha.st_en the day, when the téa,cher wili
come Into his own? We mugt patiently and
ceagelessly earry on our work, Patience will
surely be rewarded in the end,
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With a view to bringing together all the feach- -

ars working in the Ceded Digtricts may I suggest
that we meat fn Conference at any eqntral and
conveniont place in -the, Ceded districts some
time during next DASARA. We may have i';he
Conference for two days. It will be an occasion
to meet teachers working in the Ceded Distriets
and to discuss questions and problems a..ffecf.ing
us. I thersfore, most earnestly and sincerely
request you to give this proposal your best and
gorious thouzht. Consult your brother teachers

- aud other Teachers' organisations in the dis-

tricts and let me have a reply by the end of this
month at the latest, so that arrangements to
hold the Conference in September next may be

hegun early. . :
Yours Sineserely,

8d4. SYED AMEERUDDIN,
Joint Secretary, 8. 1. T, U.

M. H. School, Nandyal,
9—7—1931.

XXIIY PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL
CONFERRNCE, PALGHAT—
REFRESHER COURSE
FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
- TEACHERS. :

For the first time in the Presidency a Re-
fresher course of Lectures for the benefit of the
Elementary school teachers was arranged In
"Palghat under the auspices of the Provineial

- Bducabtional Conference. Mr. 8. Jagannadhan
of the Teachers’ College, Saidapet delivered the
lectures. About 200 men teachers, and 50 lady
teachers attended the course. -Most of these
teachers were from the Municipality and Taluq
of Palghat while a fow cams from N. Malabar,
‘Coimbatore and Pudukotah, The course ‘of
lectures was opened by Mt. M. Narayana
Menon, B.A., B. L., Vice-President of the
bar Digtrict Board. ‘

.Lectures . :
The lectures lasted for six days (14th to 19th

May) snd on each day there wére three sessions.

Morning 8to 10and evening-3 fto 5 were

dovoted to lectures and the afternoon from
*1 to 3 was devoted to practical work, .

The lactures comprised all the subjects relat-
ing to the teaching in, and organisation of, the
Elementary school, wiz.,, language teaching,
pumber and space, work, the teaching of the
gubjaects under general knowledge. Handwork
in the Blementary - school, the usefulness of
children’s olubs, psvental Conferences, and
Adult Edueation ete. The lectures wers illus-
trated by charts and apparatus and teaching

4

rida prepared and collected hy the lecturer. A
copy of the list of exhibits was printed and
distributed fres to all theteachers who attended
thecourse, A demonstration lesson on reading
was also given with the help of children reading
in the Tamil School. As almost all the teachers
could understand Tamil, the lectures were all
delivered in Tamil. Now and then explanations
were given in Malayalam for the benefit of the
Teachers from North Malabar.

Practical Waork

One important aspect of the course is the
enthusiasm and earnestness evinced by the 14
men teachers and 8 lady teachers who under—

_ went a course of Practical Work, This course

conSisted in the preparation and making of
charfg, apparatus and teaching aids for Elemen.

. tary Schools. The teachers learnt how best

they could use such things asold pictures,
used sbamps, covers, reeds, beads, old slate
frameg, match bexes ete., in the - preparation of
Teaching aids. A deposit of Bupees two was

" received from these teachers for the supply of

all things required for Practical Work. To.
wards the end of the course all the teachers felt
that they too should have joined this usefyl °

course of practical work, .
i o -

" Certificates

Ab the end of the course, certificates - were
issued o those who attended the course of
lactures in general and to those wha did the
practical work in addition. Srimathi Chinnam
Mannadisiar. B.A., Headwistiess, Board Moyan
Girl's High School, Palghat, distributed the -

‘certificates. She and her assistants evinced

-great interest in the lectures and Pracbical
clagses, , _ .

The teachers left the place with a new
awakening créated in them and they one and all
folt that their stay in Palghat was extremely
useful to them. o

The Liocal Depuby Inspector, and the sub-
asgistant Inspectress the Head-mastar of the
Training School, some members of the Taluk and
Distriet Boards, and the Municipal Counecil
patronised the lectures with their presence,
Among the distinguished Educationists whe
graced the occasion wibh their presence were
Kulapatby Parameswara Iyer and Rao Bghadur
P, V. Saghu Iyer,

Thanks are due to Mr. E- H. Pameswara Iyer
the energetic Secretary of the Raception Com-
mittee who took all the srouble in getting the
lecturer o. Palghat and looking to the oon-
venience of the men and women teachérs whe-
atbended the course in such large numberg,



EDITORIAL ,

The Sabari Asbram
Visitors to Germany seem to be impress-
ed with the startling changes in the educa-
tional system under the German Republic.
The transformatbion is particularly striking
ot the level of elementary education. The
“ Qommunity schools ' or the “Gemein-
sokaftssékulen which have sprung up every-
where are entirely different from the old
traditional elementary schools and the
following passage will give some indication
as to the change that has come over them:
“Official regulations were discarded as the
sutharitative school principal disappeared
and in his place, groups of pupils, teachers,
and parents formed school communibies
where they conld work and play and lyve
' _together In mutusl enjoyment of their new
- freédém and in common labour for fuller
realisation of their social ideals.” It is
h institutions make their
appearance ander disturbed political and
gocial conditions. Tnstances are not want-
ing nearer home and several institutions
which are suve to influence our outlook on
education have come into existence in
recent yearsin our presidency. The Sabari
Ashram at Olavakote is one of this kind
and the delegates to the Provincial educa-
tional conference who chose to pay & visit
to that institution were glad to have an
opportunity  of acqnainting themselves
with the line of work atternpted there.

curious that suc

This Ashram is situated ina gpacious
coconut garden and the thatched buildings
scattered in the areaare fairly adequate for
the purpose of the Ashram. There are
about twenty inmates most of whom
"pelong fo the untouchable class. The

Ashram has been planned on ancient Guru-
kula ideals and admission is not restricted
toany community. In addition to the sub-
jects usually tanght in recognised elemen-
tary schools, instruction is given in Music
and Hindi. Special facilities are also pro-
vided for training in spinning and weaving. ,
Much of the normal work of the school in-
volving manual labour is also done by the
pupils themselves with the help of teachers
whenever neceésa,ry. Mr. Krishnasamy
Aiyar who had left his practice at the bar
to do his bit towards the education of
young children on sound lines is the hono-
rary worker in charge of the Ashram. He
stands in loco parentis to his pupils and has
a smile for every pupil. He lives with the
pupils and knows them intimately. The
question of discipline which worries the
teacher in the public school does not arige
and itis no wonder that their is hardly
any need for the rod. The boys move
freely with the teacher, Music receives

special attention and the boys are able to

understand the spirit of the devotional
gongs. They are trained fo rise early
in the morning and keep themselves clean.
They are making satistactory progress in
the subjects taught in the school and their
work in connection with spinnidg and
weaving increases to some extent the
resources of the Ashram.

That an instibution of this type depend-
ing npon the generogity of the public will
have many dificulties to face is obvious.
It may stand in need of improvement in
certain directions; yet it stands out before
us in refreshing contrast with the nume-
vous wooden schools with which we are

a

. ~ EDITORIAL 343

familiar. Our schools take no note of the
child and its difficulties. Thechild is sacri-
ficed for an wniformity which can never be
attained. Our educational system is sterile
chiefly because the importance of research
and experiment in education is ignored.
Even our training schools and colleges
which ought to give a proper lead are not
inclined to take any initiative. A few
special schools which have been started
with special aims readily fall into the
narrow traditional groove and they do not
fulfi] their purpose. The ordinary teacher
thinks very much of routine and the ex-
periences of schools like the Ashram
should open his eyes to the need for a
change in his outlook. It may not be
possible for the teacher in & public elemen-
tary school to work on the lines of the
Ashram, but it should not be impossible for
him to imbibe its spirit and do his best for
the children entrusted to his care. What
is wanted is the human touch which alone
will prevent instruction from becoming

mechanical. M. S. 8.

Praviacialisation

The position of headmasters of secondary
schools is unenviable. If anything goes
wrong in the school, they will be considered
responsible. The suthorities call upon the
headtaster to 'maintain high standards
and to look to the efficiency of the school.
But they are usually slow to extend their
support to him when in the discharge of
his duties, he comes into conflict with the
controlling authorities on the spot.

The interference with internal adminis-
tration is very common. Is it kindness on
the part of the presidents of District Boards
that they should be anxious to relieve the
headmaster of the burden of selecting books

for the different classes in the high school.
Provincialisation of the headmastership
has been advocated as a remedy but the
Hon’ble minister for Education seems to
feel that provincialisation is not practical
politics. The consequences of the exist-
ing system under which about 200 schools
are placed under the unrestricted control
of local bodies are not clearly, realised.
The schools under private management.
are decidedly worse and the Government
which should be keen on getting an adequate
return for the money spent on schools
cannot shut its eyes to the condition of
schools left to the local control. Kven in
America the demand for a state-wide school
system is seriously made chiefly with a
view to remove the defects in the existing
system under the local control. We should .
invite the attention of our readers_ to tL™
following observafions of Prefessor J. L,
-Horn of Mills College in this connection :
“ The disadvantages of the system (of local
control) are obvious enough. Standards of
efficiency are not always the same. The
basis of employment is not always simple
professional efficiency...cc..coviuiiiiis
............... On account of the fact that the
ultimate control of schools is always and
everywhere in the hands of lay boards
managing small local units, it too frequent~
ly seems necessary for the aspirant for
advancement fo cultivate * arts” other
than those useful for the pursuit of his
profession.”” It is no doubt trae that the
Government passes adverse remarks in its
review of the report on the administration
of local bodies. Such & belated criticism
does not serve any useful purpose. It
will not be proper for the Government to
allow the schools to deteriorate. If provin-,



344 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

>

cialisation does not appear to be the proper
* remedy, it behoves the Government to in-
troduce a code of conditions of service
which should secure to the teacher com-
plete freedom in internal administration
and enable him to promote the efficiency
of the school.

Teachers can see clearly that the depart-
ment of public instruction is unable to
exercise any effective control over the
schools under local bodies. They are quick
to perceive that the real power is wielded
by the non-oflicial presidents and their
efforts are hence necessarily directed to-
wards keeping them in good humour. Is
it desirable that public educa,tion_should be
allowed to drift indefinitely ? ““The con-
tinuous improvement of public education
", involves,” in the words of a keen student of
the prohlem, “pre-eminently and almost
exclusively the teacher. So far as the

state can provide education, the teacher is.

the substance of it. The measure of our
past and present deficiency is startlingly
revealed by the manner in which we have
persistently evaded this fact. Education
has been much, and on the whole reverent
ly, on our lips, but so little have we grasped
its purport that the sole factor which can
give it reality and meaning, namely the
teacher, is grossly ill-equipped, ill-reward-
ed and lacking in distinction.” M. S. S,
A Very Good Example
The staff of the Hindu College, Tinne-
velley deserve to be congratulated on the
patriotic step they have taken in surrender-
ing a portion of their salary for a time so
that the Management may get over the
present financial crisis. We are glad to
note that other institutions like the
National College, Trichinopoly have done
¢the same and all honour to them,

Our object in drawing the special atte n-

tion of out readers to these is thig: that a
great step forward has been taken in that
the management and the staff have come
together and have begun to look upon the
financial problem of the Institution as a
common problem and that each half hag
shown willlingness to adjust and give in to
the maximum extent possible under the
circumstances. In the course of the reply
to the deputation by the Working Com-
mittee of the S.I.1.U. the Hon’ble the
Minister said he was pleased to note the
growing identity of interest between the
Management and the Staft and that in
many addresses presented to him by the
staff of various schools he was glad to note
that much stress was laid on the difficulties
of the Management and an effective plea
put in on its behalf by the staff working
under that Management. This is as it should
be. Both the management and the staff exist
for the school and the pupils and hence
identity of interest i the natural state of
affairs and if anywhere this identity does
not exist it only shows an unnatural
deviation,

While we are glad to be_ assured on the
high authority of the Minister about the
change in the mentality of teachers we are
not quite sure whether the more powerful
partner in the joint enterprise, the Manage.
me.nts, show an equal solicitude to share
their responsibility with teachers. Very

often they are only too conscious . of their -

position of vantage and if they have diffi-
culties, financial and otherwige they do not
ta,k?, Teachers into confidence, place all
their cards on the table and request us to
c(?-operate with them in getting over the
dificulty, They come ready with their
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schemes of retrenchment and such of the
teachers as could not squeeze themselves
into the new order of things are given short
shrift. We are therefore very pleased to
note the welcome signs of change in the
angle of vision.

Teachers certainly are not unreason-
able and would not say to the Manage-
ment “ Whatever your difficulties are
we would have our pound of flesh and
nothing less”. In fact many would consider
no price too much for, gaining security of
gervice. We are glad that the staff of the
Hindu College under  the able guidance of

" their distinguished Principal, Rao Bahadur

P.V. Seshu Ayyar have responded gene-
rously to the call of the Institution and let
us hope their sacrifice would be equally
generously appreciated by the Management
and the public at large. 8. K. Y.
The Royal Commis:ion on Labour.

The Whitley Commission was appointed
to investigate the condition of Labour
in India and to suggest recommendations
for improving it. It confined its enquiry
to Manual Labour, to workers in Factories,
and Workshops, Mills, and Mines and did
not investigate the problems connected
with Intellectual Liabour to which category
we teachers and some others, like engi-
neegs would belong. Yet there is so much
that is common between these two broad
gsections of Liabour, Mechanical and Intel-
lectual, that many of the recommendations

' of the Commission would apply with equal
* force to us. We draw the attention of our

.

readers o two recommendations in parti-
cular. The first is about keeping the
Labour efficient and satisfied and no cost
is considered too much to have the end

achieved. Managements obsessed by &

-
deficit budget think light-heartedly of cer-
tain drastic steps which at the cost of
much efficiency and contentment saves
them a few rupees. They would now at
least see the shortsightedness of their
policy. The second is the right of Labour
to combine and voice forth its grievances.
Very often the young enthusiast who takes
an active part in the working of the
Teachers’ Association of his school and
consequently becomes a conspicuous figure
in the meeting of the District Guilds and
Provincial Conferences becomes a marked
man, is looked upon as a busy body and
comes to be regarded as an undesirable in
some cases even by the Headmaster of the
school and isgot rid of at the earliegt
opportunity. The Ayah having only g
mercenary interest in the child entrusted
to her would like to see the child alw3WB
keeping quiet. Any healthy manifestation
of active life on the part of the child is 5
nuisance to her as it ruffles her placid rest
and requires adjustment on her part. * Be
quiet”” is her mantra which she is not
tired of repeating. Managements, and per
haps heads of institutions as well, would
like the teachers to * be quiet” and not
disturb the even tenor of life of the school
by extra activities like the periodical hold-

ing of meetings of teachers etc. Such

people (and we hope they are few and
their number is dwindling) would see what
great importance is attached to the Organi-
sation of Labour by the Royal Commigsion,
Let our workers, therefore, take heart ang
redouble their energy and enthusiasm op
behalf of professional organisationg, We
are assured by a high authority that our
activities are quite legitimate ang Deces-

sary, 8 K Y
il )
A
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Opportanities for natisaz! service,

The cry in India is now for village uplift
and rural reconstruction. Some of the
best brains in the land devote themselves
to the subject and are trying to devise some
workable schemes. It is said that Mahatma
Gandhi himself has an idea of harnessing
the Congress to this task. Sir. M. Viswes
vara Aiyah who has written a book on
“Reconstruction of India”’ has elaborated
his scheme whose ultimate object is to
increase productivity.

A new vista opens out to the members
of our profession. In any organisation out
to reconstruct our villages there would be
need for thousands of people for doing
higher intellectual work and that is our
opportunity. In the Village Councils of
Japan the headman of the Village is gener-
rally the President and the village teacher,

__4%o Vice-President. Let us qualify our-

gelves for the task ahead of us. Let us
interest ourselves in village problems and
see how we can be of help to the villager.
Teb us offer our services not with a feeling
of superioriby as if we condescend to help
the poor ; but let us avail ourselves of the
opportunity for rendering service to the
Motherland by helping the “ Daridra
Narayanas’ as Vivekananda puts it. We
are sure, when the call comes, our profes-
sion would be found in the van-guard of
workers. 8. K Y.

Middle School Examination

We hope to give some time later a brief
summary of the discussion that took place
on the place of examinations in the Edu-
cational system at the Seventeenth Annual
Conference of Educational Associations
held at the University College, Liondon in
the Christmas sessien of 1928. We have
extracted elsewhere the summing up of
(discussion by the Chairman of the Con-
&ference Committee,Frof. De, Montmorency.

may reat in peace.

The learned professor did not mince
matters. He expressed his views clearly
and emphatically and sald with reference
to competetive examinations for children
at the age of eleven years that “such exa-
minations are wholly evil and tend to
corruption of the seeondary and central
schools’””  We hope the educational
authorities of the Province will think twice
befere reviving the middle school examina-
tion. The last Provincial Hducational
Conference held at Palghat condemned it
equally strongly and we hope no false
sense of prestige will actuate the Govern-
ment to persist in their plan .which has
been 'condemned by hlgh educational
authorities. 8. K. Y.
Veteran Educaticnist,

By the deathof Mr. P. T. 8., M. A, 1. T,
the teaching profession in our presidency
has lost one of its chief ornaments. Elge-
where would be found published a brief
note on him based upon materials supplied
to us kindly by Mr. P. A. Thiruvenkata-
chariar, nephewof P.T.8. We do not
feel competent to pronounce an opinion
upon his scholarship in Indian History and
his achievements as a chronicler thereof.
But there will be no difference of opinion
when we say that his scholarship in the
four literatures, English, Sanskrit, Tamil
and Telugu was profound. He carried his
learning, light, and had a wonderful mas-
tery of expression and could make even the
most dry-as-dust subjests supremely inter-
esting by his masterly 4nd lucid presenta-
tion. He was honoured with the supreme
distinction of being called upon to preside

over the Madras Provincial Educational

Conference on three different occasions,
the latest being indhe Christmas of 1928
at the Chidambaram Conference. Some

of us who had intimate acquaintance with ~

him know how jovial he was in spite of the
frowns of fortune and what an inexhaus-

- tiblefund of anecdotes and short stories he
was master of. He leaves behind him a -

vpid which is difficult to fill. We ofter our
sincere condolences to the members of his

bereaved family and pray that his soul
8. K.Y,

=

~ 8ronizg oF INDIAN YoUTH. PART II by
B+ L. Turnbull, Publishers, Longmans, Green
& Qo. Priee not stated. *

This is & fine collection of nine stories “writ-
ten round the early life of men and women who
have in some way contributed to the glory of
‘India”. Except the story of Mirabai all others
deal with the 19th ecentury, The Begum of
Bhopal, Mrs, Rapade and Torn Duft represent
the fair sex and of the five heroes, Sir Jamsetjee
Jeejibhoy comes from Bombay, Ranganatha

Sastri and Ramanujam from Madras and Dr
Tagore and Sir J. C. Bose {rom Bengal.

The stories are all written so as to arrest our
attention and to appeal todho romantic element
in us and we have no doubt they w-uld be very
popular with our boys and girls. The days
when our children were made to admire Nelson
and Casabianca are over. While the young

.ones should be trained to admire greatness
wherever it be found it is natural that stories
of our own great men and women would appeal
to our youth more than biographies of outsiders,
however eminent they be. Thig book comes
therefore handy to teachers who would like to
develop the patriotic instinet of Indian children,
These stories will enable our ehildren tio realise
the truth of the statement

‘Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime

And departing leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of Time.”
but we hops it would algo teach them fhab

“Heights by great mens reached and kept

Were nob attained by sudden flight :

They while their companions slepf,

Were toiling upward in the night.”
8.K. Y.

ENGLISH HIST(ZY;PART 1 FroM THE

EARTIEST TIMES 7§ THE TUDOR PERIOD BY
J. H. Gense, 8. J. Published by Maomillan &
Co Lty , Price Rs. 1-12.0.

 Fr. Gense’s history books are now widely

- used in our High Schools and that is sufficient

proof of the worth of the books. The pupils
receive several pisces of help in the plan, ohrono-
logical tables, summaries and questions for
each chapter, It has o be pointed out however
that the treatment of eertain portions is dispro-
portionate, The book is well illustrated and
neatly printed,

Tee MoDERN Crass Boox or HISTORY
(SENIOR) Book I FROM EAKLY TIMES TO THE
TupoRs. By E.J. S Lay. Macmillan & Co.
Ltd., Re. 0-14-0. :

THE TEACHERS BOOK-SHELF

B. J. S. Lay is a prolific writer of books for
the use of school children. The scope and pur.
pose are well set forth in the preface. “The
book gives a conneeted view of the main outline
of English History written in plain simple
language and in striet chronological order. The
events are presented in such a way that the
relationship of cause and effect can be readily
grasped by the pupil, The connection between
political and other aspects has been carefully
preserved. The pictorial ‘Times Maijrway’ in
the middle of the book and the lines of Timsg
used in each chapter to mark the dates of not-
able events will be found to be of special valus
in devoloping a time sense. A series of ‘ques-
tions bhas been added o enable pupils to test
their own knowledge of the work learned.”

Every one of these aims has been succesfully
achieved and if pupils in our High Schools are
asked to use such books the time sense would
be developed not only in the study of History
of England buf in a study of the history of their
county as well. 'We heartily welcome this new
garies —— V. K. 8.

1, A HoMAN GEOGRAPHY~—PATRI® T ’
SOUTHERN CONTINENTS AND NORTH AM%
cA). By K. P, Ramaswamy Aiyar. "PuMlisfe
by Messrs. K. R. Brothers, Calicut. Price
Annas 12, :

This book covers 133 pages. The author sayg
in his introduction that it is primaraily intend-
od as a help to pupils preparing for fhe S.8.1.C,
examination,” There are in all 32 chapters in
the book. Fach chiapter commences with a sef qf
problems for parctical work based on the matter
to be studied in the chapter. The book s want-
ing in maps, diagrams, illustrations of scendty,
climatic and other data which are all admitted
to be quife essential features nacessary for plac-
ing & geopraphy book in the hands of pupils-
On account of the small compass of the hook
some of the Important headings in the depart.
mental syllabus (& comparison of the three
southern continents, transcontinental routes of
Northern America, structure of Afriea) do nob
find & prominent place. 1t is hoped that the few
typographical errorg that have crept in will he
removed in the next edition.

2, A HisTORY oF INDIA (IN TAMIL) PART I
FROM EARLY TIMES TO 1626. By G. V., Rama
Aiyar. Published by Messrs. G. V. K. Brothers,
Kumbakonam. Price Annas 12,

The author is already known as the writer of
soveral Tamil books on the History of Indis and
England. Tho present book is written to goyer
the A Group Syllabus of the 8.8.L.C, courge andy

4
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runs up 0 184 pages. Sufficient matter has
been given according to the several headings of
the syllabus  There are some illustratsons and
maps in the book and soms questions at the end

3. TEr LiIre JOF SRT RAMANUSA (iN
TaMIL). By Pandit $. Srinivasa Alyangar of
the. Madura Collega. Published by E. M. Gopala
Kr%si?.nal.) K({(ne% Price Annasg 10,

18 Dook of 162 pages has been divided int
two parts. The first part of 23 chapters (13§
%ages) dealg; wigh the main events of the life of

amnuja based on the Gury Paramb
other authorities. The second pa.rtnéeg: wai‘;lg
gsome topics of research on conbentious points
among tl}llembbm;g the date of birth of Rama.
nuja. The book is evidently intended to be
used as a Supplementary Reading book. In such
& case th.e reference to the teacher of Ramaunija
as yaer could have been pmitted. A short
.account of the more important books written by
- Ramanuja and a brief oxposition of the Vasish-
tadwaita system of Philosophy would be quite
in place. There are several illustrations of the
graditional type. It would have been really
praiseworthy if an attempt had been made to
give a life-like portrait of the sage. Several
gdutences -in the book run to more than half a
page. Certainly the style could have been made
quite good without such long sentences. The
book has been neatly printed and if such of the
improvements ag are suitable are incorporated
the book will supply a long felt want.  V.K.S,

TMENTARY SCIENCE —PHYSIOLOGY, HY-
‘ﬂxnl?:r‘sn KII\I?I\) FIRST AID—LIGHT SOUND, MAGNE-
m18IM AND BELECTRICITY. By R. Sankara Aiyar
and V. Srinivasa Aiyar. Published by Messrs.
Thirumalai & Co., Madra.s.

These complete the serles of bocks on Elqmen-
tary Science which the _Aubho}”s have written,
The earlier parts were rewewpd in these columng
and we are glad 6o say that in these two’bogks
also the authors have brought to bear 1::helr rich
experience, The books are carefully w;xﬁten in a
gimple but accurate language and while the ex-
periments gelected are simple ez_lougb fo be per-
formed by the pupils, they vx{lll l.ead HC.IGIIZ} to a
proper understanding of the scientific principles,
Wa are sure that the authors will be encouraged.

800K OF 8. S. L. C. CHEMISTRY, By

R ASaE“];a.NrI; Aiyarand V- S,rinivaga. Aiyar.—Pub-
lished by Messrs. R. Tirumalai & Co., Linga

., Madras. ' .

Cb’;:)teyﬁsrzt edition of this book was published 13
1998 and the fact that a necessity for a sec<l>n i
dition in 1931 has arisen speaks for the popll; ar
gy of the book. Some of the diagrams have been
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altered and the number of questions at the 9:%
of each chapter has been increased. A BO%Y

chapter dealing with the physical laws has beel,_*{.,
includod. —_— ’

ELEMENTARY PHYSICS. By V. N. Visw'aﬂ.&bh:ﬁ
Iyer, M.A.L'T. Published by Messrs, Srinivasd
Varadachari & Co. Price As. 12. 1 th

This book is written in accordance with b :
revisad 8 S.L.C. syllabug (Physical seience par
of the Elementary science course). The auth";
with his ripe experience of High school wor
In geveral Government schools, has rightly seb 88
his aim in the writing of this book, the develop-
ment of the sciontific spirit. Free Demonstra-
tions by the teacher are contemplated by bim
and he ingists on & well-equipped laboratory 88
a prime requisite for science teaching. ‘‘Appar-
atusg can be considered cheap only when it com-
bines economy of first cost with economy ©
thought on the part of the student and economy
of energy on the part on the teacher”.

The treatment is sound and the language used
is simple and accurate.

The book is a companion volume to Easy
Lessons in Chemistry by P. A, Narayana Ajyar

and both books are available at Re. 1-4.0,

Philips “ New Prospect Readers.”

(1) Desert Adventures by W. T. Blake.

(2) Cannibals and Co-conuts by G, W. Collin-
s0m.

(3) Tick-Tock Tales by Stephen Southhold.

Published by George Phillip & Sons Ltd,
(Indian  Representatives—Longmans Groen &
Co. Ltd.) ,

These books edited by Ernest Young, furnish
a series of delightful and thrilling reading books
for young boys and girls. The first of them is a
thrilling and true account of the experiences of
a flying officer. They have in addition to heing:
a narrative of the officer’s adventures, a value of
their own, in that they give a graphic account
of the desert conditions, and of the habits and
manners of the people inhabiting those »Dbarts,
Children will read these pages with pleasure. In
the second book, the author gives a lively
account- of his adventures in the South Sea
Islands when trading in copra in those parts..
He has wisely chosen & fow outstanding features.
of bthose regions and described them in detail,
The story is told in such a way as to €ause g
fund of langhter. The third is a series of
amusing tales by a grandfather clock and is.
sure to leﬁ.the young folks for whom it is in-
tended roaring with laughter. The readers strike
out & new line and we would recommend with
pleasure their introduction as supplementary

readers for the pupils of the middle school ®
forms. :
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SOUND BARGAINS

It is often risk to buy unpopular goods

Why not entrust your requirements with us for any of the following.

FOOTBALL HOOCKEY & GRICKET BALLS Re. A
Rs. 4. Harland w 40
League Champion Patent No. 5 12 0| mopitorial . 28
Diamongd Patent No. 5 12 0 League we 20
Masterkey Ohrome No, 5 12 0} gyparior Practioe w 18
*Northland Cowhide No. 3 11 O TENNIS PAGKETS
Territorial No.5 9 0| yimpinia Climax Strung . 95 0
Defenca No. 5 8 0! sqhal King . 22 0
Playere’ Favourite No. 5 7 O wmatohless .. 20 O
Praotios No.5 5 81 weatern Star . 18 0
Volley Ball Chrome No.5 7 8 Cuptfe 16 6
«  Cowhlide No.b 6 81 g0 - 140
w  Youth Size No, 5 4 8| gof o ace AT
Moseam Bladders No 5 1 8% patones - %00
” No. 4 1 41} oy oy . 88
”" No. 3 1 0} poyplar -« B 8
< ROCKEY Sucoess B P . 98
Virylula .. 7 o Wisden Tennls Iﬁlla)'l la!:'l'[())ol?ﬂ 11 4
' Smart 6 8 Fxypress 6 0
{', ~ Nertnland 50 i -
5 0 | Virginia - 50
Bunbesm 4 0 Sunbeam w 8 8
League 2 g | Champion w 2 8
Buperior Practice w2 81 Star Speolal 2 0
Praotice Golden King « 18
y CRICKET Woo)laniBigls Re. 12, 9 & 7-8 Dos.
errltorial ... 12 0| Tennikoit Ring w 6 0
Satety Wadge w11 4 | Tennikolt Net . 88
Defenca w 80 -
Competitor .. 6 0| Basket Ball Comptete . 12 0
¥ artial <« 4 8 | Basket Ball 8pare Bladders . 2 8

Northland products are guaranteed to yield you full

merits of your money,

Special terms to Schools & Colleges.

%z
g The Northland Sports Works,

185, Mount Road, MADRAS.
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