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WHY SHOULD | REGISTER?

This is a question which qualified teachers sometimes ask. The answer will

be indicated if the following facts are considered :—-

(1) In all professions, properly so called, the standards of admission are

devised and maintained mainly by representative members of the profession, while the

names of those who gain admission are recorded in an Official Register which is formed

Notable High School Books

b1
A,’RY MATHEMATICS By P. V. SusHU IYER, B.A., LE.S.

ELEM%?

2 VENKATASUBBIAH, B.A., L.T. Parts 1 & 2 each

L OF GENERAL MATHEMATICS BY V. RAGHUNATHA TTER,
B.A., L.T.

*
TAMIL EDITION OF THE ABOVE
A PREPARATORY ALGEBRA BY THE SAME AUTHOR

A NEW GEOMETRY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS BY A. A. KRISHNASWAMI
IJTENGAR, M.A., L.T.

AMANUAL OF ARITHMETIC BY THE LATE 8. RADHARRISHNA IYER, B.A, ,,

TAMIL AND TELUGU FEDITIONS OF ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS FOR
ForMs 1,2 & 3, As. 12, 10,12.

High School Elementary Science—

PHYSICS By V. N. VISVANATHA AIVAR, M.A.L.T.
CHEMISTRY BY P. A. NARAYANA AIVAR, M.A-L.T.
Just Ready: Crown 8vo. 360 pages with numerous illustrations.

Srinivasa Varadachari & Co.,
- Publishers MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS.

Do.

Re. 14

and kept by the representative council.

(2) For the past 25 years the teachers of this country have been trying to
establish their work on this professional basis. It is the aim of the Union to have a
Register of Teachers based on worthy standards of attainment and professional skill

and to exclude from responsible teaching work all who failed to reach the standard of
" "Registration.

(3)

. the intrusion of unqualified persons with the result that those who are qualified suffer in

In callings where there is no Official Register it is impossible to prevent

pocket and prestige.

(4) Every qualified tcacher should support the movement for Registration

since failure to do so would weaken the Union inits efforts to establish the work

of teaching as a recognised profession and to secure for all qualified teachers a due

asure of public regard, with adequate salaries and reasonable conditions of work,
1neas ©




SCHOOL HEALTH?

Dr V. N5

School Health isone of the most im-
portant branches of science, to which little
attention has been paid in India. It isa
wide term which includes defects in boys
and girls prevelent during school  life,
physical training, physical education,
Anthropowetry, Medical inspection, Icalth
Education, school hvgicue, and all other
factors which promote the health and well-
being of the schocl child. Carefui atten-
tion to, and hwprovementin the health of
schoo! children of the comuunity is in-
dubitable. Jladical inspection and treat-
ment of school children is not enongh,
Practically, all our crippling is permitted ;
nillions of school childven in our poor
country arc robbed of thewr carliest duvs of
happiness of hurd heal:h, under-fed, badly
housed in hovels and huts without space to
ran or pluv, scaveery elothed, unclean and
seething with vermin of head and body,
and withow maedical oversight, leaving
their health and life to fate and God many
times until death is in sight. This is the
lot of the majority of the pre-scheol
children all the time, and manyv school-
children most of the time. Medical service
in schools in Madras is in a very rudimen-
tary form ; the present scrvice is only an
advisory or consultant body; and nothingis
done to organise treatment of defcetsand
discases in school children, except leaving
them to the tender mercies of parents
and guardians. As an insta'ce, a boy of
twelve with progressive myopia in a Madras

“A locture delivered ab the 23rd Provineial Educa’jonal Counference, Palghat.

By
Maltd van {

.
-

school was wlvised three vears ago to go
to the Lye infirmary for treatment. The
gnardian is so ¢:dlous that he would neither
take him to an eve-specialist nor allow me
to take him for cxaminuetion. J have
mspected the boy thrice and Tam sure that
when I go t - the sune school next time he
should have dizcontinued studies owing to
total biindness. Wearing glusses for errors
of refraction is never tolerated by many
parents.  Such  criminal  negligence 18
poseible only in India and the hands of
Fra shonld not snave such people.  As the
Americans would say “we want to sell
health to all people, and make them realise
theiv worth, but we tinker with disease.”
It i< too well known that the ca.ses which

p—

andermine the physique and health of the ——

school ¢hild, are munifold.  Chief among
them  are, ignorance and negligence of
kriowbodge of physical enlture and hygicne,
the wrong system of  education, over-
burdened  curricula, the faulty system of
exantination, and the apathy of parents and
teachers to the health of the school child.
Al these have combined to undermine the
health and physique of our scholars. 1
shall endeavour in this lecture to give you
bricfly about the administration of school
health in various countrics: and then give
in detail about the common defects of the
school child; the remedial measures to be
adopted by the teacher a'd ‘the s-hool
Medical Oticer. But I warn you not to
expect too much matter abo:t physical
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training and physicul exercises, which are
quite essential to correct 1any of the
defects, as I have no physical training
gither in theory or in practice.

School Health is a world problan and
it is high time that the Hcalth scction of
the League of Nations, gives early attention
to it, to safeguard the health of the present
gencrations of humanity. Apart frow this,
there are in Dritish India, in 1927,
11,157,496 scholars in attendancc; n
246,265 institutions of seven diiferent
types.' Again, ncarer howe, in the Madras
Presidency there were in 1930, 879,787

~gcholars in 31,777 institutions from Arts
and Professional €olleges down to primary
schools; and frém a careful study of the
Report prepared by the Surgeon-General
to the Government of Madras on Medical
Tnspection for 1927-U8, of 1,41,613 pupils
in 472 secondary schools throughout the
Presidency I venture to say that about 30
per cent. or 47,204 scholars in Madras and
about 3 million scholars in DBritish India
guffer {rom some defect or other requiring
prompt attention which if neglected would
permenently impair their health in after
years. About 20 per cent. of scholars in
attendance in England suffer from diseases
of nervous system ; and are mentally dull
and backward according to tests by BINOT-
SIMON System. The money spent on
these children for cducation goes to
waste. More so in ludia where scholars
in addition go back to illiteracy. In the
same report, it is found that the following
diseases show very high incidence : (com-
pared to 1,150 boys in the most crowded
part of the Madras city, we find in the
figures great variations between schools, in
mixed urban and rural arcas and in the

most crowded part of the Madras city).
Malnutrition is as high as 11 ) owing to
the keen struggle for existence which is the
same in both Madras city and in Mufussal.
Dental discases is as high as 31 ¢ in
Madras city ; and in  Municipal and rural
arcas 1! Y. The diffcrence of 2G per cent.
is due to the civilised form of living in
Madras city : eating delicacies like swect-
meats by street vendors, commonly puz-
chased by the city boys. Ilye discases is
18 ¢/ in Madras city, and as low as5 9
in urban and rural towns, a -difference of
13 . The reason is there is plenty of dust
owing to heavy traific, overcrowding and
conjestion ; slum conditions in most of the
arcas of the City, producing constant irri-
tation of the external eye and rendering the
scholars more susceptible to eye diseases.

Why i3 School-Health Importaxt ?

In Madras there isa consensus of opinion
among the school staff and fhe parents,
thut the school medical scrviceas at pre-
sent constituted is a waste of money and
energy. DBut if the service is properly
organised such wrong public opinion is
bound to disappear,

Regarding the importance of school
health :-—

Firstly we get an idea of the general
health, growth and physique of the scholars.
Predisposition to iany discases can be
detected, which will not take root in the
body if early vigorous remedial mcasures
ave iostibuted.  As Sir George Newwan, C.
M. Ofticer to The DBoard of Education
of Iingland and Wales says “ Mujor
and wminor defects which if left uncorrected
would incvitubly produce inability on
the part of the child to bencfit fully
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from school instruction, and incapacity due
to serious incurable conditions in later years
to become fit und etticient members of the
community. Thus the aim is partially at-
tained in the decrease of sickness, an in-
capacity among children and in the ulti-
mate decrease of inetfliciency and poverty
in afterlife avising from physical disabili-
ties.””  Secondly, we get an idea of different

defects and discases prevalent in the scholars

according to the social and cconomic status
of the parents and discases dne to here-
dity. Thirdhy, we get an insight into cer-
tain diseases due to environmental factors,
such as situation and hyvgienie condition of
gchool buildings, nature and kind of dwel-
tngs of scholars, ditterent kinds of occupa-
tion of parents. Fourthly, medical inspee-
tion of school children prevents the spread
of epidemic discases. As an  instance:
School-health work was first introduced in
U.S.A. in 1394, by the city of Boston in the
form of Medical inspection of school chil-
dren. It was undertaken initially as a
police measure in an etfort to scck out cases
of infectious discases. The first Dloston
School Medical inspection was a direct out-
g.rowth of a severe epideniic of infectious
dls.ease.zs in the previous year. The primary
ob]e?twe of that and other carly school-
medlca) examination was not so much to
serve the individual child, who might be ill
or defective, as to identify and to exelude
ill children who might become & menace to
the health of other children in the school
Fifthly, we ot valuable information of the
standard of <chool-hygiene, ke bovs' dress,
cleanline-s of bovs, ventilation, water sup-
plyv. lizhtinyg, ote.
The conclusion about the tmuportance of
school-health according to Sir George

Newman’s Annual Report for 1929, on the
health of the school children is as follows :
““As a matter of fact the whole system ig
preventivein origin and in operation, thouéb
in effect the prevention is imperfect and
partial. As you have seen, much of the
disease revealed in school children does not
arise, and is not preventable at school. It
derives from a fur—from the child home,
ancestry and upbringing, before it reaches
the school,  Notwithstanding this fact, an
organised  g¢vstemn of medical inspection,
and treatwent if rightly conducted has an
educational cffect of the rreatest preventive
value for the child. He i thus for the
first time mitiated into the 1wportance of
health and the wavs in which it may be
lost or found. Medical inspection is not
without instruction for him, and early
treatment at the beginning of disease pre-
vents its harvest.  The open-air school,
the school meal, the physical exercise, the
duily lesson in hyiienie habit, the isola-
tion of infectious cases, the necessity of
cleanliness—all this is not without a direct

though perhaps nnrecognised inthience.”

I shall briefly uvive vou the adiministra-
tion of school health in I'nglund and Wales,
U. 8. A, and in Madras.

England and Wales.

In 1907 with the passing of the educa-
tion Act the s-hool medical service was
first established by Act of the Parliament.
The Act made it an obligation on every
authorits to provide for the
of scholars, attending
oole in that particnlar

local educatrn
medical mspection
public ele mentary sch
The Act, in ad-htion, gave power to

area.
to provide,

local  education  authornties,

subject to the sanction of the Board of

Education, trecatment for the clementary
school children of the area. In the follow-
ing years, an increasing nwuber of local
education authorities instituted and deve-
1hped treatment schemes; and by the pas-
ging of the Iducation Actin 1918, it be-
ca;ne an obligation on all local education
authorities to provide treatment for their
elementary school children.

To ensure complete co-operation between
the existing public health service, and the
the new school Medical Service the DBoard
of Education in 1907, in its cireular 276,
defined the position and advised that us a
general rule the Medical odicer of Iealth
of the County, County Borongh, Borough,
should also  be appointed school  Medical
Officer of the arca. Subscquent circulars
issued by the Dourd and the Ministry of

" Health defined the need and the nature of

co-operation; and also the dutics of the
<Bchool medical ollicer.

In 1908, a model scheme of inspection,
was issued by the Doard. The children
-are examined as routines under the age
groups as ‘‘entrants’” (5 vears) ‘‘ Inter-
nediates ' (3 years) and “ Leavers” (11
years). Apart from “routines”, two other
groups of children are axawmined as
“gpecials "’ aad “‘re-examinations.” Various
sections under the Children Act of 1903
made it liable on the parent to submit their
children to medical inspection and under-
take remedial measures at home for un-
cleanliness, vermin, etc, After noting the
defects inithe medical examinations the steps
taken to ensure necessary treatment come
under the title “following-up” which
falls under the heads (@) correspondence,
(b) the work of school nurse, (¢) work of

care committees.  Other agencies who
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assist in the “following-up” are school
attendance department and voluntary
agencies like (1) The National Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to children.
(2) The Invalid Children’s Aid Association.
(3) The Central Committee for the care of
crippless. (4) The Fresh-air Fund ete.
As regards the treatment of defectsfound
at medical examns. they fall under four
main heads. (1) By General Practitioners.
Here comes the family doctor. (2) At
school clinics. The clinic acts as a treat-

ment centre for minor ailinents like dental,

eve and skin diseases and also as a consul-
tation centre or “clearing house” from
which ailing children can be referred to
other branches of school medical service as
open-air school, or Tuberclosis dispensary.
(3) Treatment at bospitals. These are
supplement to school clinics and subsidised
by local education authority to undertake
operation trecatinent like tonsils and ade-
noids, which is not practicable at a school
clinic. (4) Treatment of special schools,
includes school for blind, deaf, mentally
deficient and epileptic children.

Tn 19:9,—2,737,327 children were miedi-
cally examined, besides 1,808,169 reinspec-
tions.

The following is the staff of the school
medical service of England and Wales for
1929—Dbesides the enormous daily unbroken
contribution made by the school teachers
to the service (a) School-medical officers,
The total number is 1319, of whom 276,
whole time to school medical service ; 640
are whole time officers for public health
and school work; and 403 part time
officers. This works up to one full time
officer to 7,500 scholars. 3811 of the totg]
number are women. Among these specialist
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work was undertaken by 169 of thesc
otticers (5) Specialist Medical Otcers : 75
of these are employed on ophthubmic anral
anesthetic, X-ray, and orthopuedic wor:
(¢) School Dentist :—There are U}
emploved by the locul education authori-
ties ; of which 481 are whole time dentists
or about ! to 16,200 scholars (d) School
Nurses: -Total number in the service of
education authoritics is 2272 and of tlis
1365 give their whole tinme to sehool nwedi-
cal service and the rest are part timne to
public health and school scrvice. From the
above figures you would sec the rapid
strides which England has made regarding
school medical scrvice, in the past quarter
century. In this connection, it will be some
encouragement to you as the Surgeon-Gene-
ral to the Governrent ol Madras in his
report on Medizal Inspection of schools
during 1927-28 says "It is necessary to
consider in some detail how medical inspee-
tion should be conducted, and the nat-ive of
a remedial organisation for the care of chil-
dren. In doiny so the experience of England
would be of valus, although it is clear that
Madras cannot aftord at present to attain
the high degree of organisution existing in
that country. Madras can however make
abeginning on the right lines and determine
to develop the orgunisation as public cpi-
nion awakens.”

InU. S- A, The organisation of school
medical service is only of recent ongin in
U.5 A As I stated before it was a police
n Isulb to combat  ¢pidemic

measte
[ 1 02 the nurse entered the

1,
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nurse hal beeorne well established in 400
citics.  Since then, in progressive urban
arcas, the school health service and its
alms, have been developed, and exttypded,
until they have become a potent influcnce
m the Life, headth and habits of the ;\mu.‘i-
can child; and through these children in
the lite, health, and habits of the entire
popilution of the American cities.  Dut
school medical service in rural Amcrica is-
of very recent ongin.

In 1921, un wact to amend the cducation
Law, in relation to the establishment of
school hyuiene districts, wus passed (Chap-
ter 194 ot the New York Stute Law).  The
provisions are—the Board of supervisors of
any county with the approval of the Com-
misstoner of cducation shall have power to
establish in such county, a school hygiene
district.”  The Board of supervisors shall
constitute the district comnittee on school

hygiciie, and shall also appoint a district
~ -t

director of school hvgiene who must be a
registered physician under the state law.
He should work under the director of the.
district cowmittee of school hygiene and
his dutics are to advise, assist, andtexercise
general supervision over medical inspectors,
dentists, and school nurses in public schools
in such school hygicne districts; to keep
informed as to their work and require such
reports frowm them as he may deem neces-
sary, to sce that suitable recommendatior®
based on the findings of medical inspectocs
in their examination of pupils arc brought
to the attention of their teachers, parents
and guardians of such pupils to aid, andl
keep informed as to the work of the oré
nutritin workers, and other
i health work

It port o

hyuienists,

el aplovecs vepagad
C et and re

. as

T
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the proper authories on the sanitary condi-
tions of school buildings, and in other ways
to promote the physical welfare and health
education of pupils.
visors shall appropriate funds for the salary

The Board of super-

and necessary expenses of a district director
of school hygiene.

The first committee to take advantage of
this permissive legislation is the rural
(Cuttaragus
County) which organised in 1923 the State’s

county, round New York.

first supervisory school hygienc district.
This first county wide school health pro-
gramme is organised to sccure as a demon-
stration in rural Public Health adminis-
tration and its working is watched with
interest by many other Amevican states.

School Medical Service in Madras.
This, in Madras DPresidency, has its
rudiments in casual inspection of boys

during the time of epidemics like Malaria

v
and small-pox; I remember when I was a

boy in 1904, studyinz in an elementary
school in Madras, a medical unit who were
investigating the “splenic index’” in
Madras during an epidemic of malaria at
that time, examined all the boys in our
school only for enlarged spleen. Beyond
this nothing was done $ill 1920, when the
Government by G. O. No. 208 sanctioned g
system of grant-in-aid of edical inspec-
tion of pupils, in recognised Seccondary
schools managed by local bodics and private
committees. DBut, the scheme was kept in
abeyance till 1925 when G. O. 64}, Law
anl Education department, was issued
embodying certain proposals for the conduct
of medical inspection. I do not like to
dilate much on the history of the school
medical service in Madras as most of you

are familiar with the provisions of the
varions (. Os. issned subsequent to 1925,
But, to state briefly, G 0. 641 provides
only for the medical inspection of pupils
the treatment being left to be arranged by
parents, that inspection %o be done once g
year and that the medical inspectors should
as far as possible be local registered medical
practitioners or civil Assistant Surgeons
under Governmeut employ with university
degrees in DMedicine. In places where
graduates werc not available, Sub-Assistant
Surgeons were cligible to act as School
Medical Ingpectors. G.0. 399 of 1930,
states that graduates in Medicine with
Public ITealth qualifications, like the
B.§ Sec., degrec were recommended to be
given preference to L.M.Ps. and others-
But I regret to note that some local and
private bodies are ignoring the G.0. ; and
appointing their own favourities as Medical
Inspectors. The G O. 641 further defines
the duties of school medical officers, the
maintenance and submitting of records of
medical inspection, the fees payable to the
medical o'ticer, (12 as. for first inspection,
6 as. for re-inspection.) Finally, the D.P 1.,
will be in charge of all arrangements,
necessary for the conduct of medical ing-
pection in schools and that he will issue in
consultation with the Surgeon General and
the Director of Public Health such further
instruction as may le found necessary
from time to time.

In 1926, G.O. No. 655 Tiaw and Educa-
tion, and G. O. No. 2242 were 1ssued.
This former laid down that the intro-
duction  of compusory medical ing-
pfsction should be a condition of recong-
nition of secondary schools under private
management, with cffect from May 19927.
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The latter G. O. directs that the same and those cases of defective health are re-
fereed to pavents for treatient and in the -

condition should hold good in Secendary
parents pay no atten-

schools under local bodics also. Tna sub-  majority of cases the
§equent‘ G. 0., No. 16 of 1928, medical tion to the intimation cyrd sent 10 them.
inspection was made compulsory in Arts So much so, during the re~¢;x:nuixmti:)n in
colleges for men and women ; and managers the succeeding vear, the same boys ‘Lppea‘r
of elementary schools for boysin areas with the same defects untreau:d and’in
where compulsory elementry education has most cases in an exaggerated form.  Again
been introduced with effect from lst April, an intimation is sent to the parent as in
1428, may at their option introduce medi- the previous year with the same result.
cal inspection in the current ofticial years. Medical inspection is done only a month or

Under this provision, medical iaspection two after the reopening of the school and

was introduced in Madras City by appoint- the reports have to be submifted before ’
ment of ten doctors, for about 15,000 boys, October. Scasonal discases like bronchitis,

studying in aided elementary schools of the fevers, meascls could not find a place as

city; and in the compulsory elementary
education area of Saidapet Taluk about ten
medical inspectors were appointed to exa-
mine about 11,000 scholars.

For the schools under the management
of the corporation of Madras two full timed

there is no continuity of inspuction through-
out the year by full-timed medical nspec-
tors.

Unless we have penal clauses, full-timed
medicul otticers and treatment centres as
in England, the present scheme is a mere

medical otlicers with LD, qualiﬁc&tions waste of money. In 1925 the Government
4

of Madras with a view to formulate 8

are employed for carrying on the medical
scheme of school medicul service, issued &

inspection work. Besides, there are 24 out

of a total of Sl municipalities introducing
¢ 1929-30 under the and middle schools of the Presidency-

Therein, the Surgeon General states that
he is trying to secure an A-1 income by
producing an A-1 population and that the
poverty of India is duc to the physical dis-
ablities of the peoply; and the removal of
the disabilitics and the liability to them is
refortn. Then

report oa medical inspection of secondary,

compulsory education fo
Elementary Lducation Act of 1930. Mecdi-
cal inspection Wwas conducted in 27 areas
where compulsory clementary education has
been introduced. Finally we find that in
all the rural arcas, medical inspection 18

unknown ; and an enormous number of the

three million scholars of our presidency are
some defect or other,
surrounded by

the first obvious step to
now suffering from he mentions about the inprovement o the
living in insanitary villages,

rubbish and ignorance. Many are sure to
. 3 . T4 Lot = e I .
1 care in  bronchitis, meusles and other inicetion. of

health of pru-.’sclloul child, and th - late
child of the school buing thae oiteon.: of

die young owing to want of medica

their school years.
The scheme as it now stands, is defective and special inspectiong and copning Ul
o RETSFA 1e

The Medical inspector is  system of medical exarinationy of |
. . . salla oy o) foupils

defects in pupils as in Iing cith ol el
puj ngland, with slizht alteryt: o

childhood. The rejort advociies routine

in many ways.

concerned only to note the
i and

*to train dentists,
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the nucle.s of the school medicul service 6. Encouragement [ It

or well trained

e . . medical grad .

o‘ticer for eac b el graduates to settle i

oot or cw.h district withan M. B. quali- and extension of cch n the mufiassal
cation, having had experience as house- scheme of subsidised

suggested for Madras is one school medical

medical practiti :
. , . . - o ’
surgeon and house-physician with special 7 y o
attention to ear, nose, throat, skin diseases ;

committees, to look after the treatmnent of

and pedriatics. The District i
‘ . : school medi- At ;
cal ofticer is to be assisted by a number of gefictwe children and Supply of wilk and
ood.

f)ull time and part time niedical inspectors
for each district; with abundant clinical’
‘expericncc, to carry on medical inspection
1{1 all school areas. Tt has been suggested garding the 1ncdical inspection cf sch
thut « central Mcdical staff is necessary to a closer co-operation between th 1?(’ O'OIS’
check and tabulate inspection reports. . Director and the Medi ton,
the present, the new sch .p 'F.Ol combining b ot obeetor, and
abeyance D,xvesumab} > ?me is kept in ing th e OFh tl;}e work in one, by deput-
sbeys ’ y owing to lack of e v ef m;dx.ca.l Inspector to undergo s
e | . 0 pAysu':al training, and attaching
. ¢b stresses the mecessity of im to the staff of the school. The v |
teaching and practice of hygiene in every of such inspector would be enhanced if&hui:

dispensaries and services are judiciously engaged Dby
authorities. ¥ engrged by school

The encouragement of voluntary care

Tl‘ . -
here are two more suggestions.

The y i
BG&SI Commlttee recommends re-
3

school.  The existing
hospituls should be able to serve as school

clinics; and the report regrets lack of In May 1920 the Editor of “T]
1e Medi-

speciali . :

olf equil;ti’cr?:if S}IJ;O)(;t{;lwmses, inadequacy cal Practitioners” sensibly observes “that
ol 1-cmcdic;115fncd 5 z'md suggests the Hygiene and physiology should be (?
J Ab‘ o o easures. ' compulsory subjects in all sch mace
- sC '100 or training health visitors taught only by medical x schools and
anq attex.lt.mn to infant and pre-school cal men may be entry tllllerff These medi-
clfnl;i,'lt(;lymumg of medial men in diseases conducting Medical ?H:;)eZtl:: th; duty of
of chaldren. i n ol schools
2, Training of specialists in ey aﬂnd they need not be full-timed emPIO}‘eel~S
.y sped - ye, car, For a school or Group of schools i s
nose, thoat and skin diseascs for employ- one Medical man may be ; 0ls in a place
lmlznt 1'n‘ the nmIf.assaI. Hygicne and Physiolin appointed to teach
3. The establishment of a dental school duct medical inSpeCti;l;lyin&T}:lcnmﬁe to con-

P school-, I
4 o gradual dovelopuent of existin “111':;111.13 be able to keep under observm,ioI;3

dispensarics and hospital Xisting P‘UPf s for whom observation is essential
) pituls. diagonose the discase. In his lej al to
) Improvement in the nutrition of he may have privat IS- eisure hours
children, by demonstrations; and establish- supplement the[; ‘ﬂi e Pr_&ctlce and thus
ment of school meals by charitable bodics. nisation.” ural Medical Relief Orga-
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THINGS THAT | SAW WHEN I WENT

TO PALGHAT
By

A Conference wallah

»

Palghat itself is not a town in the sense
in which we understand the word when we
speak of Tanjore or Rajahmundry as a

.town. Tt isalarge number of villages
grouped together into a Municipality and
it consists mainly of many Agraharams, a
large number of Nair houses and hamlets
in habited by other castes. The Bazaar street
has a cosmopolitan air about it. Busses,
Coffee Hotels, Shaving Saloons, Printing
Presses,shops of all kinds giveis a distinctive
urban look; but walk a few yards from it and
cross a patch of paddy fields and you come
to a village with a main strect inhabited by
Brahmins and Nair houses scattered round.
The Brahmins are almost exclusively Tami-
lians settled there and are called Pattars;
one could scarcely come across a genuine
Malabar Drahmin (or Nambudri as heis
called) in and around Palghat. The Tami-
lian emigrants (mostly from Tanjore or
Trichy) have taken their characterestic
civilisation with them and but for the
Malayalamised Tamil they speak one could
not distinguish a village unit of Palghat
from any village on this side of the ghats.

Some of us took a walk on the morning
of the Conference day as we were free and
caused no little amusement to the idle
gazers of the villagers by our Bohemianism
in dress and behaviour. We went to the
famous Kalpathy where many a battle was
fought between Orthodoxy and Liberalism
in the matter of street entry by the untou-
chables or rather the unapproachables.

Of many things that we saw at Palghat:

easily th » most important was Sabari Asram
run by Mr. T. R. Krishnaswami, M.a., B.7.,
now a humble follower of Mahatmaji doing
the important work of national reconstruc-
tion in his own way. The institution he is
running is sointeresting and the in;prcssion
1t created upon usis so profound that I
would be excused if I reserve it for a fuller
treatment to another article.

The Conference kept us so busy that we
had little opportunity to give free vent to
our “wander lust.” DBut some of uson
our way back had to alight on business at
Erode and we availed onrselves of that
opportunity to run up to Mettur to ot
some first-hand knowledie of the famous
“ Project’” now under construction there.

Mettur

It is not my aim to give an exhaustive
account of the project, its origin, the
various vicissitudes it has gone through,
the present state of progress achicved and
its vast potentialities for future develop-
ment. The 1ieader who has real curiosity
on the matter will do well to pernse the
proceedings of our Legislative Council

This place is about 30 miles to the north
of Erode. TItis accessible by train from
Salem or by busfrom Ilrode.  The project
isto put a big dam right across the
Cauvery at Mettur and create an artificial
reservoir which is expected not only to
assure an unfailing water supply to arcas
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now irrigated by the Cauvery but also to
bring by means of a well arranged irriga-
tion system more lands under wet cultiva-
tian. When completed it would be one of
the biggest dams of the world.

The two things that strike a visitor are
the colossal nature of the whole undertak-
ing and secondly the meticulous care with
which all details have been thought out
and provided for. I remember there was
considerable agitation among the members
of the Legislative Council over the fact
that thé very first thing that the Chifgf
Engineer put in charge of the work did
was to open @ Tennis Court and install an
ice-manufacturing machine. The Engineer
was perfectly right. He did not want
people to go to that wilderness and lead
such a miserable life as to become unfit for
further work in a few years. The whole
town or Colony has been so well planned
and all amenities so well provided for that
it is a relief to see its broad and fine streets
and houses situated within compounds
especially to those who go from the crowded
streets of Madras. There are hotels where
visitors can get good food and one day can
be spent with great advantage and under-
going very little inconvenience. Machi-
nery of all forms and sizes are to be mect
with evervwhere and if one wants to know
how ancient temples and palaces were

built one should see the thousands of coolies
working at the dam like swarms of ants or
bees.

Stones are broken to any size required,
artcles are transported, mortar is mixed
and rocks are blasted and holes are bored
and huge quantities of stone and cement
mixture thrown into proper places to be-
come part of the dam which is being con-
structed in sections, in fact almost ever--
thing is done by machinary. The two
famous steel towers known as the Black
and the Red towers with a capacity to
handle thousands of tons of the constituent
mixture of the Dam by “shooting” the
matter in its proper place, are a conspi-
cuous feature of the landscape.

Teachers going to that place and making
an intelligent study of what is being done
there would learn a very good deal about
Geegraphy in the real sense of the term.
Students also will learn from one visit to
the place under proper guidance more of
man and how he is able to adjust himself
to his environments and is aspiring to re-
shape them to suit his  requirements and
conveniences than by reading a whole
Library of books on Geography.

Go to Mettur and see for yourself whe-
ther my account of it is a correct one or
over-exaggerated.



FIRST LESSONS IN THE TEACHING
OF LANGUAGE

By . .

S, Jagannadhan, Assistant, Kindergarten Section Teacher's Cullege Saida et

In my previous article on “the Happiest
phase of childhood” T have pointed out
how the langua e of the child grows natur-
ally, how the power of speech develops as
vears advance, and how we could aid him
in the development of speech.  In consider-
ing the method of teaching language to
children in the szhool, we have at first to
consider how we as teachers can continue
the training which the child has had in his
pre-school perind.  Language training does
not consist of merely teaching children to
read, but includes training in speaking,
reaxding and writing and our methods of
teaching lancuage should be directed, to-
wards achicving  the above mentioned
objects.

Training in speech Practice

Before teaching children reading the
teacher should make them espress their
ileas in  cowrect speech. This could
be achieved by conversing with children on
domestic occurrences, local events, feasts
and festivals ctc. Conversation can also
centre round pictures and toys The chil-
dren can have picture books made for them
and they could spend some happy time in
looking at the pictures and talking about
them. More Nursery stories and songscan
be taught. The stories could be drama-
tised and reproduced. In all these cases the
teacher watches the children’s speech and
corrects faulty pronunciation ete.

Taking stock of children’s Vocabu'ary

During this preliminary stage the teacher
will be well advised to take stock of the
words familiarly used by the children in
his class: 1le can classify these words
under some heads as was shown in the
previous article (July 1931). Ile can how-
ever »dd to the list of words relating to the
following heads.

1. House

2. Furniture
3. Utensils
1. Metals.

5. Workmen.
6. Vehicles.
7. Days.

8. Festivals.

0. Animals, DBirds, TImsccts Nuatnral
Phenomena.

10. Trees, Vegetables, Fruits, I'lowers.

It is very nccessary that the teacher
should make use of these words in  the
lessons on reading which follows this train-
ing in speech practice. He can reclassify
the words : ccording to the order of lcssons
which the teacher chalks out for himsclf

in the teaching of reading.

Speaking with Understanding

Each word has some meaning and if we
are to satisfy ourselves that the words
which the children speak are understood
by them, we should apply some tests. The
teacher could make use of old pictures and

(V.8
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arrange them in groups according to the
I i ls nndsr which he arranged the words
known to children.

Whe childref can have these
distributed to them and if the pictures
are named rightly we can be sure that the
children really mean what they say. Thus
by giving stimulug and obtaining correct

responscs we fix the right expressions:

sheets

Object of Teaching Readiag.
The vbject of teaching Reading may be

bricfly put thus. '
1. To develop a pleasure in Reading

small and interesting books.
2. To enable the reader to seek infor-

mation from books.
3. And to create a taste for literature.

These three principles have o be borne
inmind in our reading lessons and our books
and methods should be such as to further

our alms.

Ex'sting Mcthods.

The following methods are being adopt-
ed. The first two arc freely practised
while the letter two are being tricd here
and there. .

1. Alphabet Method.

2. Word and Picture Method.

3. Sentence Method.

4. Story Method.

5 1eh method has its own advantages and
disadvantages and a teacher who is keen on
‘following a particular method is very often
guccessful if he should only work hard,
understand the diiticulties of children and
adupt his methods so as to arouse interest
in children. The Alphabet has a great
tradition at its back and is found casy for
the teacher to adopt. The wortd and picture
method is resorted to for tzaching the first
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few lessons in reading. It sceins to nie

that the teacher can combine, with ad-
vantage all these and adopt ut cach stage
the method that may be appropriate.

Method outlined,

The first lessons inreading can he taught
by the Dicture and Word DMethod. A
familiar picture calls forth the correct word
denoting the picture and this is casily dis-
cerned in the first stage of Lunguage deve-
lopment and the swme principle can he
followed in teaching rcading also. Children
can also be helped to read simple words
with the help of pictures. The letters in
the word have to be written very boldly
and the child must be able to handle the
word and cach of the letters that form the
word. The words and lettzrs shonld be
written very boldly on pieces of cardboard
or cub out from coloured papers and then
pasted on card boards. The words them-
selves may be written with a brush dipyedin
gum and some fine sand may be strewn
over the letter afterwards. This will pro-
vide a permancnt material on which the
child can pass his fingers and get the form
of the letters. Thus he may he prepared
for writing. Tach letter at first is a picee
of drawing for children.

Lf theletters that for-n the words have to
be taught clearly the child mast have had
practice in analysing words into syllables
and letters, and putting syllables ints words.
This practice is to be obtained in the fivst
stages of conversation, singing cte. Tt is
necessary to nobe here that @1l the letters
in the word are taught at first and this is
different from the existing practice of {euch-
ing the first letter through a word. ( 3 frowm
._gysm‘?é), % from ‘3""“"“.3 ete) . The salne
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energy and time can be spent in teaching
all the letters of a word if the right words
are chosen for the first lesson.

The second and the succeeding  lessons
consist of words seleeted from a story or a
pictire which centres round a story. It
may sowmctiines happen that a suitable
story for a particular lesson may not be
had.  Then the words for the lesson can
be got by conversing about an object or
aniinal. In some cases casy sentences
may be taken as the basis for teaching les-
sons.

Words from a story.

“On a Deepavali day a little girl named
Radba went out to the Buazar with her
father. As the sky was cloudy the father
took an umbrells with him. The father
and the child went inside a cloth shop and
the father asked for some nice patteras for
his daughter. The bazasrman brought a
bundle and the father chose one, paid the
woney and came otb. e bought sugar for
preparing sweets for the festive occasion
and both father and daughter returned
Lome safely before the rain set in.  Radha
had a very enjovable feast thut night ”’

Werds Radha (sramg)
Pazaar  (sa.)
Cmibrella (o)
Rain (LDZU);'/@) )
Jundle  (plem)
Dress (wranan)
BSugar (eidsamr),

All these words shown  in brackets have
the same sign ® and the lesson is meant
for introducing the words with the sign e,
Words from Picture,

A picture of a boy with the parts of his
body shown correctly will be very useful in
teaching the words shown here.

ET & Fur,

& F Necek.
=5 Back.
ad g Stotnach,
4% Ton rac.

n i
LThesigns — 0 iy be tinght throngh

the conversation relating to the pletire:
Sent=nce Method.

n T N A Fo I .
T'amarind is sour ity guw,

Pepper is hot Eorm 5700,
Sitter go rd is bitter  wrsh ey,
Sugarcance 13 sweet ey 5450y,

Here too the signs 1,— mayv be taught
through these short sentences and with the
several objects in the cluss:

Word Groups.

We ave familiar with children who take
“if, from, very” for “of, form and cvery’
or vice versa. An addition of a letter or a
change of letters in a word alters both the
pronunciation aud the scnse of the word.
The following are exumnples in Tamil,

E i FoamL,
it gl ame
& 39
L/L'_@ a‘t:.?_

¢ & Enev,
UL uTL @,

While teaching these lessons the teacher
will do well to impress upon children how
the short and vowel signs alter the meanings
of the words cowmplctely. The children
have to betrained to see these changes-
very cavefully. So it would Le found
necessary to give two different colours to
short and long vowel signs respcctively as
is found in Dale’s Method.

Recapitulation and Teaching of Alphabet

At the end of four or five lessons, the
teacher should see whether the children

FIRST LESSONS IN THE TEACHING OF LANGUAGE 365

are following him. Thereis necessity for
a recapitulation lesson. In these recapitu-
lation lessons he can give new words so as
to grill the children in the letters taught.
These words should be such =s can ecasily
be understood

Play lessons in R=ading
If we only follow ‘“child Nature” we

would be in a position to introduce various
forms of play lessons in reading. How
often have we seen childrensitting together
and building words? How often have we
seen chil(i‘ren running after men distribut-
ting notices? How often have we seen
children gazing at the placards, posters,
notices and advertisements and attempt-
ing to read them. Very often they snatch
their father's letters and put on an
appearance of reading them. Tt is for
teachers to turn to good account such
tendencies in children and the following
suggestions may be adopted.

1. Playing at Railway Station:

The names of the railway stations near
and around the school or the names of the
geveral villages in the neighbourhood of
the school are written on pieces of
card-board or paper and stuck to the
walls or trees. Little pieces of cardboard
or paper with names of the above towns or
villages pass for train tickets. The children
get these tickets and go to the village as
ghown by the big placards on the trces or
walls. In order to provide some sox;t of
amusement the junior babies may form the
train and the seniors with the ticlets form
the passengers and play a game of railway
gtation.

2. Doing Commands
The teacher writes on Board
Hands raise.

Hands stretch.

Hands down.

Hands clap.
and as soon as he fiinishes writing a
line the children may be asked to read the
line and act accordingly.

3. Names of children

The teacher writes the name of a child
and signifies some command by writing on
the black-board against his name.

The particular boy may be expected to
stand up and follow the instruction on the
board.

4 Advertisements

The teacher writes out short advertise-
ments as one sometimes sees on News-
papers etc. The advertisements are to be
in bold type with pictures interspersed and
the sentences should be short and simple
It is possible to write out these advertise-
ments with the aid of carbon thus supply-
ing one to cach child. The children may
have also some free-play with the distribut-
ing of these notices.

Names of trees. vegetables, days of the
week, etc. can be written out in the follow-
ing manner and distributed to children for
word-making and word-building.

N

- Quemind
gulsv
wL &1 g lsuzzs'mu), l
N F &PV
9 7D )




368 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

The word on the right hand side is equi-
valent to carriage and the words on the
left from top to bottom are respectively
Motor, Railway, Jutka Cycle and Tram :
The child names a conveyance, picks it
out from the group and puts it side by side
with carriage and thus expresses his world.
It is pessible to coin twenty or more
ditferent lessons of this type.

6. The “Baby caxton’’ or the Printing

Press
-5 &1 |
T 9 &
B
P
|
l, 4 ""’”’65 (o) G
Ceb

&y | Q-1 | C-alQ-an

| L
| Spare ! Spare
‘ 1

\

@Y letters ! letters

Word-making and word-plays

In the above box are letters cut into
picces of cardboards and arranged in the
order shown above. Ths children can com-
pose the words which they want taking
the several letters from the different com-
partments in the box.

An interesting exercise in thig connection
would be to form words with the same
endings. The teacher could conveniently
write oub the groups in his leisure hour
(e.g) Hat, Mat, Rat, Cat, Bat.

@srly, &1y, SOy, HOY, LBy
etc.,

The last two letters are placed before the
children. One child is asked to give out a
word with the ending ©y. He then takes

out the remaining letters of his word from
the “Baby Caxton’’ and forms the word.

It is left to the resources of the teacher
to coin any number of such play lessons
and materials : write on a card board the
two letters & and y. Paste a match box te
the left of these letters on the card board
and inside which keep the letters @er, 57
&, H.

QF1

&7

| =

= |

Practice in silent reading and under-
standing through Individual work.

In teaching language to children we are
often tempted to keep the text book to the
forefront and relegate the child to the
back bench. Whereas in the New Educa-
tion it is necessary to study the child's
ways and put him in the forefront. We are
aware of the vast majority of children of
lapsing into illiteracy after leaving the
school. There are a number of causes which
are responsible for such a state of affairs.
One such cause may be attributed to the
overcrowding of the lower classes and the
second one to the lack of interest in the
teaching and the third one to the lack of
appeal to each individual child. 1t is now
proposed to show here how interest can be
created not through the text book but
through something which the child could
see, handle and create. It can consequently
remember what he has learnt in class.
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Namiug of objects :—

This method is nothing strange to us.
Intelligent housewives make it a point to
write out the names of the household pro-
visions on the front side of the tins.
Teachers are also familiar with the
writing of the names of the plants in the
garden. In the museum, managerie and
other places of educational interest the
system of naming the things or animals
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is resorted to. In all these cases the words
reveal the things to an adult who has
mastered the letters. We only transfer this
idea into the school life of the child.

Taking for example picture I, we find the
pictures of a cow, an ass, a pig, a cat, &
borse, a goat, a dog and a bull : Write out
these words on separate pieces of card

board thus.

Fig. 1—ANIMALS

This set may be given to one child
Nhe child tukes up each word reads it

and puts it under the animal which
is named in the picture.
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If he only guesses what it is and mis- -

places it we can very well conclude that
the child has not learnt toread : Some peo-
ple write the name of the animal even on the
bacl-side of the picture so that the child
may very well see for himself whether he
has done the exercise correctly. These are
self-corrective exercises as they are called.
But it seemns to me to be unne essary to
_name the object on the back side since there
is a tendency to match the words by look-
ing at the back and comparing with those

srdhdde aa{d,

Each sentence will fit in with ope bird
only and if they are matched properly the
child has understood them: It ig proposed
to show in the next issue how this form
of Individual work can be assigned in the
other classes.

6@‘5"-0 ﬁpd)
Fig,

to read, the nwnes conbl be matched to
the animals and thuas this cxercise may not
enable us to judge the reading ability of the
child.

In this mannor the teacher will have to
prepare words and short sentences on each
picture: and by distributing the same to
the children exercise them in individual
silent reading and sce for himself whether
they read with understanding :

Seutances bearing «n picture :—

Qeu@ HfFTH usaf o

“—DBiknsg

Some poiats for observation.

It is & mistake to suppose that only when
the child knows everything about the first
lesson he is fit to be taught the second
lesson. In language lessons there is sure t0
be repetition of some items of the first
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lesson in the next lesson. If the child

s had not mastered the first lesson it is open

p-

to us to drill the same in the second lesson.

2. Some children develop the reading
faculty sooner than writing though it 1is
vary often said that writing should simul-
taneously follow reading. The desire to
write depends upon the practice the child
has had in free drawing of objects and other
things of interest to him.

Writing exercises.

Writing exercises in this class includes
copying words from blackboard on the wall-
black boards or slates. Tracing on sand
and gum letters, or letters cut in paper or
card board may be encouraged. Slates may
be specially ruled for the children. The
children must always see before them well
formed letters. So whatever the teacher
writes on black board, card board or paper
must set an example for the children of
good writing. Apart from copying words
on slates the children may be slowly initiat-
ed into writing from memory by adopting
the following plan:

Taking the lesson given here for the
adoption of story Method of Teaching
reading, some words are indicated for being
taught in that lesson. After the reading and
writing is over the teacher says, “look at these
words, Iam going to rub oft one and it is for
you to write down the same on the states.”
In the same way he rubs off one by one and
tken goes round the class and sees whether
the children have written the words from
the images they have formed in their
minds. It will be wise to keep some read-
ing charts always hanging in the class for
enabling children to form clear mental im-
ages of letters, then forms etc

Individual Reading Cards.

I have noticed a tendency in children to
expect the teacher’s help in reading a lesson
say the 14th even when they have finished
reading the thirteen lessons. They feel
diffident about their own power and the
initiative for reading has to be provided by
the teacher. This should not be the result
of teaching reading. Interest should be
crcated and the child should have the thirst
for reading anything that comes on the
way. N
The teacher can prepare a number of
cards with a picture in each and some sen-
tences based on the picture written under-
neath it. To give exercise in reading,
these cards can be distributed to chil-
dren and one child can read a card a
day before the teacher. In this system the
child has to depend upon his own reading
ability and not on his memory or guessing
power. In the reading of the same lesson
many children read by their power of re-
tention or guess. Story Rhymes as were
shown in a previous issue may also form
subject-matter for reading.

Materials for Individval work.

To a teacher who i bent upon doing his
best for his children any other device for
overcoming any kind of obstacles will suggst
themselves. The materials for Individual
work can be easily made by ourselves
with the belp of old pictures, cardboard,
papers etc. But it is time the publishers
should come forward and help the teacher
more with apparatus than with reading
books and primers. Especially at a time
when all the children of the village have to
be attracted to the school and taught, it is
extremely necessary to resort to teaching
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aids and materials that will appeal to the 3 Objects.
children. Children have a pleasure in see- 4 The kitchen.
5

ing and handling things. I have given here A baby (Parts of the body)

10 pictures so as to indicate what pictures 6 Other living creatures.

could be gathered and how they could be 7 Vessels.

sorted. 8 TFruits.

Fig. 1 Animals. 9 Vegetables. '
2 Birds. 10 Ornaments.

————————— PRt W\

Fig, #—OBJECTS Fig 5—A BABY (PARTS OF THE BODY)



Fig. ¢—OTTER LIVING CREATURE !
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Fig. 4 -VHEGETADLES

Fig. 7— VESSRLS
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Fig. 10- ORNAMENTS

Each picture can be put in a cover to-
gether with the words. The cover is given
to the child and he empties the same, he
picks out the words one by one and places
them against the picture corresponding to
the word.

In some cases short sentences may also
be nsed. Taking picture 10 we can write
shrot sentences : :

I wear this in my ears.

I wear this round wmy neck.

I wear this on my head.

I wear this in my finger.

I wear this in my leg.

I wear this in my hand. ete.

These sentences can be placed against
the ear, neck, head ornaments respectively.
Any teacher who studies this article can
make for himself any number of materials
for teaching language to children.

Conclusion,

The methods indicated here are from
personal experience with children. The
materials have been done by myself and
used with children during the first ten years
of teaching the Infants of the Kindergaten
Department, Teachers’ College, Saidapet.
Even at present these methods are followed
in my own house teaching my own children
and I therefore commend the adoption of
the method to teachers who arve intersted
in New ways in Ilducation.

The Text books or the children’s primers
existing at prcsent do mot give the in-
teresting methods of teaching children.
The study of the existing readers is itself a
great study for teachers. I hope to give
the readers a collection of my thoughts on
the present readers at sowe later time.

. . , PO /// 5.;7
!
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THE DEWAN OF T'RAVANCOR"@;

His Handsome Treatment of Teachers 5

I;:x one respect, by no means small, the
administrative work of Mr. V. 8. Subra-
mania Aiyar as the Dewan of Travancore
has attained memorable distinction. Not
that there are not other respects in which
steadfast eftorts strive quietly upward, butb
that, for reasons which will explain them-
gelves presently, one particular respect
stands heghd and shoulders above others. It
is the Dewan’s generous attitude towards

teachers.

Mr. V. S. Subramania Aiyar began his
life as a tecacher. If afterwards by his
innate qualities and habits of quiet industry
be became a distingaished lawyer and pro-
fessor of law of striking expository ability,
a judge, who, calmly and wisely, always
held the scales of justice even, and, re-
cently, the Dewan of one of the foremost
Indian States, he hag also shown himself
incapable of forgetting the days when he
was a teacher, only a teacher, one is almost

tempted to say.

If a teacher is not worthy of handsome
hire, who is? DBut on practical grounds
the money to answer the noble proposition
is not generally found. Not that there is
no money to be found, for in matters in
which money figures prominently the old
gaw that where there is a will thereisa
way is exceptionally strong. But so many
pice perceptions and sensibilities come to a
full-stop at the call of corresponding action
and teachers in not a few countries are
allowed to make the best of theoretical

praige.

Y
-

The late Sir P. Rajagopalackari,
of Travancore from 1908 to 191‘:1‘,’““\7&?33'1‘11
exception, and strikingly deviated from
theoretical functions in educational mat-
ters. 1lle was a towering Dewan for Tra-
vancore, who was not afraid of employing
powerful strokes of pen in behalf of the
lasting interests of the State. He initiated
a new cra in Travancorve education by insti-
tuting an exceptionally generous scale of
salaries for teachers and headmasters of
English schools under state management.
He had in view a body of teachers who
being placed above economic care utterly
abandoned themselves to the promotion of
knowledge and formation of character,
intellectual and physical, among the school
population of the State. He also seriously
meant to employ only graduates to teach
in all the seven classes from the Frepara-
tory to the Sixth Form in the State
Secondary $Schools. While the former
idea has persisted, if with sharp vicis-
situdes of fortune, the latter was soon
overwhelmed by the pressure of our
ever-present practical considerations and
could not long outlast its Dewan-progenitor
whose carecr in Travancore was informed
by steel and gold.

Under Sir . Rajagopalachari’s scale of
salaries the Headmasters of English High
Schools came to be paid Rs. 200 per mensem
rising by annual increments of Rs. 20 to
the maximum of Rs. 300 per mensem.
Below the Headmasters were the First
Grade Teachers with salaries rising from
Rs. 10u to Rs. 150 by annual increments of

\
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Rs. 10, and below the vt Grade Teachers
were the Second Grade Teachers with
salaries rising from Ils. 5) to Rs. 60 for un-
trained graduates and from Rs. 60 to
Rs. 100 for L. T. Decree-holders. The nuii-
ber of First Grade Teuchers to Second Grade
Teachers in State service was fixed in the
ratio of 1 to 2 so that the number of places
in the higher grade might increase automa-
tically with the expansion of the Statce's
Education Department. It was a scheme
from which cheese-paring cconomies and
small-minded objections were carefully
excluded. .

It, however, soon became clear that Raja-
gopalachari had largely reckoned without
his host, in this case, the unpredictable but
always practical future. Within a few years
of his departure from Travancore the above
mentioned ratio of 1 to 2 was reduced to 1
to 3, a slight change enough to look at, but
which really meant a drastic application of
the axe to the very root of the graduate
teacher’s prospects in Travancore. Under
pressure of the high prices that accompani-
ed and followed for some time the war the
maximnm salary of the First Grade
Teachers was raised from Rs. 150 to Ts.
175 and that of the Second Grade Teachers
correspondingly from Rs. 100 to Rs. 120.
This was but a poor compensation for the
large and sudden reduction in the ratio, and
the teachers had excellent recason to feel
aggrieved. But worse followed. Even the
reduced ratio began to be honoured more in
the breach than in observance and promo-
tions from the Second to the First Grade
rapidly slowed down and came ere long to a
standstill, so that when Mr. V. S. Subra-
mania Aiyar assumed the Dewan’s ollice in
June, 1929, there had been hade few such

promotions during the previous ten years.
There were about 40 chronic vacancies in
the I'irst Grade even according to the re-
duced ratio. A hard-worked excuse for
keeping these vacancies unredecmed was
that there was want of agrecment betweean
the Education Department and the Govern-
ment regarding the claims of certain candi-
dates for promotion. When this excuse was
hopelessly exhausted, the Government deci-
dcd that promotions were to be made, save
under circumstances of exceptional merit
on the basis of seniority in service and set
about revicing the service ranks of teachers
in settlement of - ertain alleged irregularities
in the existing Civil List. It was perfectly
naturil that the revision must have taken
a long time and that its result must have
been a large amount of dissatisfaction
among the teachers who from no fault of
theirs happened to have suffered from it.
There was also much unexpressed criticisin
of the inelastic principle of seniority which
the GGovernment, against departmental ob-
jections and its own policy in previous
years, bad newly eflected. Meanwhile,
there were several headmaster’s places
fallen vacant and these were also attacked
by the dilatory tactics in which the grade
promotions had become so painfully in-
volved. On the whole, the observer was
strongly provoked to infer that the Govern-
ment really did not mean to fulfil its
pledges to the graduate teachers for no
apparent reason whatever.

It was at this stage in the destinies of
graduate teachers and High School Head-
masters that Mr. V. 5. Subramania Aiyar
was called to the high oitce of Dewan, or
ofticial head of the administration, by Her
Highness the Mabarani Regent who has
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as widely known and acknowledged, earned
a lasting place in the affections of her sub-
jects by her strikingly progressive rule and
sadutary reforms. The appointment of
Mr. Subramania Aiyer was itself a part of
.this wise and progressive rule, for during
more than the past thirty years no born
subject of Travancore had been allowed to
occupy the high oftice of the ruler’s first
minister. Mr. Subramania Aiyar belongs
to a Tamil DBrahmin family settled in
Travancore from time out of mind. He
was born and bred and he won his spurs in
Travancore. For long years before he
became the Dewan he had enjoyed an
undispited name for high general ability,
clear thinking and chaste views. Ie was
also for a good many years the undisputed
leader of the bar in the Travancore High
Court and his income used to exceed even
the highest expectations in the dreams of
the legal profession in the State. When,
therefore, he took full-time o'fice as a
judge in the Travancore High Court it was
hardly a secret that he had made a distinct
sacrifice in bchalf of his native country.
His appointment as Dewan caused little
surprise, and having begun life as a teacher
with a keen sense of the difliculties and
discouragements that usually fall to the
lot of teachers he promuptly gave his
attention to the cducational imbroglio in-
dicated above and of which he must have
"been a more than interested observer. He
at once decided that no morc delay should
be allowed to impede the promotions, and
all the available vacancies were speedily
filled. This was in itself a very handsome
thing to have done, but the Dewan went
further and ordered that the promnotions
were to take effect 1etrospectively, that is

from the time each vacancy occurred so
that a good few of the promoted teachers
not only became entitled at one bound to
the maximum salary of the higher grade
but also received all the arrears of emolu-
ments due to them on the basis of the re-
trospective effect. Quite a handful of
teachers thus suddenly found themselves
without expectation and almost without
their knowledge in possession of substan-
tial wealth ranging from several hundred
to a couple of thousand rupees. It was like
a provident fund fallen fromn the skies and
the profession rejoiced at the sense of ex-
ceedingly generous justice that had inspired
the Dewan’s action. In fact, by this golden
act Mr. V. S. Subramania Aiyar not only
terminated the tantalizing and tortuous
tactics of former years, but also wiped out
all the traces of them from the adminis-
trative canvas. The teachers have been now
assured as never before that whenever a
chance of promotion occurs a pronwtion is
sure to result. The Dewan has also expe-
dited the appointment of heaimasters
strongly discountenancing the habit of
placing schools under teachers-in-charge
for unconscionably overlong periods. At
the same time Mr. Subramania Aiyar is a
cautious student and jealous guardian of
p tblic finance and he has been known to
be meticulously penny-wise without being
pound-foolish. It is difficult to say if he
will attempt to restore the original attrac-
tive ratio as between First and Second
Grade Teachers at a time of universal
economic depression with its miracle of
flowing milk and honcy everywhere and
starving mullitudes from want of work :
But nobody need remind him that souie
practical considerutions could be blatantly
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ungenerous when there is no honest neces-
sity for them.

Mr. Subramania Aiyar is not unaware
that the present system hurdly provides
encouragement to talented and enthusiastic
teachers because according to the new rules
length of service has been made the guiding
principle in the allotment of promotions.
But in a state like Travancore where perso-
nal affections and powerful trends of
favouritism seldom languish for lack of
scope, merit has been often known to
appear like a mirage where it does not
exist at all, and in matters of merit,
not only in Travancore, what is one
man’s food is not infrequently another
man’s poison. Still the question of genuine
1deals and abilities is so very important in
teaching, of all professions, that it cannot
be doubted for a moment that the Decwan,
who has displayed such singular under-
standing of the teacher’s difficulties, is not
keenly alive to the lmperative necessity
of encouraging them.

It is perhaps permissible to recall an
impression in support of this confidence.
Mr. Subramania Aiyar thinks that unless
the teachers really loved their pupils and
sincerely laboured for them they would
never be able to make any headway with
them. He hasa shrewd notion that the
commercial spitit i3 gaining strength
among teachers so that they often think
more about their pay than about their
pupils. The pupils in their turn spot the
weaknesses of their teachers and enshrine
them in wonderfully suggestive nicknames
with the aid of their overflowing imagina-
tive originality. It behoves the teachers,
he thinks, to bear in mind that however
clever they might try to be they will not
be able to deceive their pupils. If, on the
other band. they loved their pupils and

liked their work they might depind on it
that the pupils would love thew in turn
and see their shining qualitics instecad of
their glaring defects. He is certain that in
tcaching the teacher cannot hide his inmer
feclings and often pretend succssiully.

The hcad of an administration who
thinks like that does not need to be remind-
ed that sincerity, enthusiasm and ability
in the teacher are qualities too valuable to
be ignored in any scheme in its care of
solicitude for the profession.,

Presiding at a School Day function
recently, the Dewan said that celebrations
of the kind brought together the two sets
of guardians equally responsible for the
proper development of the characters of
the pupils, namely, parents and tcachers.
There was the greatest necd in education for
full co-operation between home and school.

Commnienting on the School Day Specches
nmade on the occasion he said that they
dealt with the intellectual, emotional
and political side of education and he
felicitiously combined the three aspects
under the comnuon name of beauty. Beauty,
he suid, manifested itself varionsly. A rood
deed was beautiful. There was beauty in
intelligence. There was beauty .n efiiciency.
There was beauty in tho:ght. DBeauty in
brief, was the divine aspect of life. Avt and
cottage industrics, the subjects of two of
the speeches, although seemingly divergent,
were really related in their common desire
for beauty.

Concluding, the Dewan praised the spirit
of sacrifice manifest to-day in the younger
generation and believed that it could be
turncd to good use by proper organization.
The younger generation had unbounded
enthusiasm and it should be possible to
direct 1t along fruitful channels. He con-
cluded that scouting, scientifically organiz-
ed and sinccrely practiscd, offercd a great
opportunity for the fulfilnent of a great task.

The Dewan who has accorded a pheno-
menally handsome treatment to tcachers
is not certainly governed by sentimental
sympathies but by a clear and true under-
standing of educational problems.

(1] r -
A Wanderer in Travancore

GLEANINGS
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF GEOGRAPHY

MARGARET WHITING SPILHAUS
) Designer of * Philiphs' Picture Maps)

Tt is not unecommon to hear a child. especially
& young child remark that he does not like
Geography. Why? Ofall the subjeots in the
ourriculam one would imagine that Geography

presented the widest field of interest. The name .

ingle town could fill a story-book. How
gfi; isf:%gome there 7i Who came there first ? Why
igit so named ? How did you geb there? Wh_at
do you‘ﬁnd when you get there ? What are 1!33
inhabitants like 2 What do they do? Here is
g river. Who found it first? Can you navi-
gate it, and if so, who does a.r.xd .what for ? Aqd
if it is not a high-way, why is it not? Here_xs
s mountain range What grows .thgare af its
different a'titudes? How high is it? Who
first olimbed its peaks ? How does its presence
influence the surrounding country ?

The much harassed teacher, given just so
much time to squeeze his pupils through the
matriculation examination, will ask how in the
world he is.to answer questions in history and
economics and propound the populsr notion of
geography at the same time. One has much
sympathy with the teacher; at the same time
his attitude is the answer to the "why' of dull
geography lessons.

Once an examination is over, children retain
very little of what they have learned by rote,
and we have toangwer the question: Do we
or do we not, teach in order to impart know-
ledge ? How much of the ordinary goography
lesson is a waste of time ? i

1 cannot speak from a tea,cher'g profesglong.l
experience, but there are two points which in
dealing with children have been ever present in
my mind. The first is, that we remember by hbe
agsociation of ideas; and the segond,. that qhxl-
dren have an intense interest in doing things.
On these two pegs we can hang tho whole theory
of education. '

"Next to doing things himsell the child likes
to hear of other pzople doing them. 1t is the
human interest which holds him. If you te!l
hiw. that Equador is a rep iblic inSouth Ameri-
ca, and require him to find it on the map, he
will make the efforts to retain the fu.cb in his
mind, but you leave him cold. Tell him a.boqb
‘Benaleazar and Amalgro; that the coun.try. is
called Equador (a Spanish word) becaus.e it lies
ander the Equator; tell him how such items of
information bear on the life and development of

the oountry, and he will remember without any
effort at all. In the process you will have
imparted historical as well as geographioal
knowledge,

Inevitably you have a corrslation of studies,
Correlation can be carried to an extreme, but
in the teaching of geography and history it
can be oarried very far before it reagheg
tedium. I would go so far as to say that
in teaching younger children the two should
always be taught together. Some children
are still being taught very much as one wag
taught thirty yearsago. We learned by rote
the long list of English kings. We learned
the date of Magna Charta (which we have sirea
forgotten), as we learned the names of Henry
the Eighth's wives, and what-not; and at
another lesson we learned the names and loca-
lity of counfries and towns and rivers and
mountaing and ‘ produets " a weary programme.
Nobody told us how everything really happen-
ed, and gave us an opportunity of deducing for
oursgelves consciously or unconsciously why
England grew in the way it has done, and not
as Germany or Venezusla.

It is very difficult in these days of specializa-
tion to get a teacher who knows as much about
History as Geography, and who has an equal
enthusiasm for each of them. Nor is it a wise
plan to hand over the junior children to a
teacher who has not mature gualifications for
teaching thoe subjects he chorges, though this is
mote often the plan than not. To be clear and
discriminating calls for something more than an
elementary knowledge,

In teaching, especially in teaching young
children, greater cleverness is required in decid-
ing what to eliminate than in deciding what to
divulge, and only a teacher soaked in his sub-
jcet is in & position to make such decisions.

To propose the dual specialist may he a
counsel of perfection, but then teachers, at any
rato the hest of them, are always propounding
to themselves counsels of perfection, and their
high aim has certainly resulted in some astoni=
shing successes,

Wa cannob educate without having an ulti-
mate goal in view ; and the goal of education ig
a preparation for life. Preparation is depend-
ant upon memory, and memory upon interest.
The child is not interested in knowledge he
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eannot aprly. Hoe is a most reasonable being;
and in the teaching of gedzraphy and history
we have an oppurtunity par ercellonce of draw-
ing him at onco into the real stuff of life.
Continuity appeals to himr; we are up and
doing: we have always been up anl deing ; and
what has been done in the past is inalienably
part of what we ave doing now. Man ig in-
geparable from the land he lives upon, and the
oceans he sails. Climate affects his oocupation,
his temperament, his appearence. His political
polioy is governed in many important aspacts
by the geographical position of his country
His ocean conquests have brought about epoch.
making readjustmonts not only in realms mili-
tary and social, but also in the realms of science
and philosophy. Waterloo may have been won
on the playing fields of Iiton, but the effect of
teaching geography and history intelligently
and in correlation in the schoolroom would be
further reaching, and would contribute substan-
tially to the avoidanoe of Waterloos in futurs,

A preparation for life is not only the prepa-
ration for an individual career in the passing of
examinations, but the preparation of a man or
woman of the world, having a mind stocked
with knowledge, not necossarily of vast extent,
but of a qualiby sensitive to continual develop-
ment. The parable of the tulents “ may be
applied to knowledge.” A fact must ho made to
live and breed or it is of no valuse, and during hig
schooldays a man must have besn taught to think,
and to increase his natural inclination to associ-
ato ideas. How many of us who ** hate France ”
or ' detest Americans ' are in a position to
judga other men in relation to their environ.
ment and nationil problems? How mauny of
us understand a tithe of what has contributed
to the motives of other pooples, or even wint
underlies our own ?

I know that pressure of time will be one of
the objections offered to increage outlay npnn
geography and history, but are the curriculam’s
periods fairly distributed ? Arithmetic is the
crowned goddess of the schools (especially in
South Africa whence I write, even to the exient
of keeping a child 'persistently in a formora
standard with his arithmetic, to the detriment
of his talents). Why arithmetic should have
pride of place when the bulk of citizens require
only a work-a-day knowledgo of it, and since we
have exploded the idea that a general habit of
exact thinking can be inculeated only in the
process of manipulating arithmetic symbols, it
is difficult to understand. As a matter of fact,
the possession of an exact mind has very little
to do with the study of arithmetic. The exact
mind rejoices in arithmetic, and the inexact

mind is kept in contral by figires, bub th> stuly
of arithmstic has ne relation to tha amsunt of
exactitudo brought to bear upon othar work.
Anything more inexact thin the uverage pere
son’s attitule to historical aul geographical
matter could not he imagined

My wo not, without apolosy, put up a plea
for spacial study of geography and history, even
to the extent of robbing, if necessary, the
s:hool curriculam of some hours given to a less

vital subject ? The result would be sounder
and more cultured oitizens.

(From the Nvw Era July 31)

—— ——

On the Value of Organisations.

“" . .

The main mistakes to bo avoided ave those of
wrong emphasis and of sepiratism. The advance-
ment of educaticn along the best possible lines
must be the chief aim. The legitimate interest
of the profession and of its individual members
must be furthered. But organisations which
make these their main preoccupation will defeat
their own purposes. Only by better and truer
work for education can the profession hope to
raise 1t3 status in tho pablic eye, and thereby
improve its prospoets. And the whole profes-
sion must be embraced in one organisation. If it
is split up into separate and perhaps rival
organisations, Hlindu end Muslimn, Goverpmont
Non-Government, Primary, Secondary and so
on, it will fall, as fell the Fremch Igtates. A
house divided against itsell cannot stand.
guggnst that the basis of organisasion should be
tha distriet.  Distriet Associutions should be
aflilintel te Proviueial, Provineiul to the All
India Association, and the All India to the
World Federation of teachers. Thus the humblest
villago tencher would be linked up and would
fecl himself part of a world-wide Association for
internutional fricndship, and co-operation 1a
olucation. He would have his chanco of seles-
tion to take part in the world Conference. This
fact in itself should be a deep source of inspiration
to him. Thero should be only one Association for
each district, but in such associations there
ghould be sections for Primary, Secondary,
Techinicul Education, and 80 on, and also sac-
tions for classes, Scionce, Euglish ete. Some of
thososections or groups might be on a provincial
or divisional rather than on a distriet basis. Or
ratlier a numbor of districts might join together
in eortnin cases, All associations and sections
shold be active not tnercly at the time of annual
confersuce, but throughout the year. Regular
annual subscriptions are required, which could
and should be very small on account of univer-
sal mombership. Each District Asscciation
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would hold an annual District Elucational
Conference and Exhibition; and each District As-
sociation and each Section would send its delegate
or delogates to the annual Provincial gatherings.
Some sectional conferences to discuss particular
branches of education would he held every
year. With these and the annual district gather-
ings and meotings of tho Council or Committee
of the Provincial Association, a full Provincial
Agsaciation Conferencs on a general scale would
probably not be required overy year.
(Bdusation, Cuwnpora.)
* i ES *

Your association, my f{riends, has to pass
threugh the four stages of tha devolopment of
any institution in the world; the period of public
indifference; the stage of derision and contempt,
tha period of vailent opposition; and the era of
absorption and infiltration of your views, You
may indeed feel proud of your achievements
during the span of the last ten years.

You are somebtimes accused of fostering a
spirit of Commarcialism and of trade-unionism,
Our ill-paid and half-fod teazhars ave called
upon by our eritics to sacrifica themselves af tho
altar of knowledge. [ ask these In all humility
how can our teachers enjoy the joy of acquiring
and creating knowledge ? How can _t'ney com-
municate that knowledge to obhers when tl}ey
themselves cannot possibly under tha existing
circumstances, feel enthusiastic abonbt them-
gelves ?

From whatovor poink of view we look upon
thig question, whatovor agrument we apply,—
argumant from pracedent, argumont from do.
veloprent, argumeat from consequencas,—wo
are irvesistibly driven to the conclusion that
a professional organization of tee}chers b:.xsas
its claim on the need for seli-protaction.
In its initial stages, its views aro frankly
materialistic, bub as the days roll by, when the
gtatus is firmly rocognisyl, the organisation do-
velops a national ideal based on sacrifice and
gervica t0 the community; and its sheer momen-
tum progresses towards the desired goal.

(Presidential address doliverel hy Mr. Dra-
math Nuash, Banarjes M. A, P. R, S.)

Inspection

“What then i1+ the seopo of inspection and
supervision? s it public Audit? Is it ¢rici-
nal investigation ? Is it the policing of schools?
And is this army of Inspectors fully qualified
to discharge the obligations impcsed on them ?

5

Ara they really conversant and in sympathy
with mordern methods of teaching? T have
mysslf a vory faint but better recollection of an
inspection. In the noon-tids of the Government
of Eastern Bsngal and Assam an Inspector of
Schonls, just with fresh laurels from the Presi-
dsncy Collego, visited our school. It wag a
great day fer uy,  Flags wore flying, the school
halls were decorated and there was a subdued
tone of exeiterment running through the szhool.
Below the name of theschool appeared in letters
of amber aud gold “ Liong live the Inspector...”.
The Inspeetor cama and visited the school. He
cross-oxamined the teichers; displayed hig
knowledge and power. While on the threshold
of one of the classes, his eyes got glued to the
black board anl he camo across the ominoug
words..." Bande Mataram.” ¥e at once called
oub tha hoys of the whola school and ordered
them to bask in the sunshino in April for three
hours: the holiday in his honour was escheated
to the Crown. Twonby-five years later T came
acrns3 the samo Inspsctor in ths hall of a groat
Collego standing on his legs, hat in hand, as the
Collega chorus was singing the national anthem
—Bande Mutarem ! In Ragland inspsction of
schools ig protactive anl constructive. Tnspac-
torg are appointel according to thair special
apbitude and qualifications in the ezploration
and treatment of spacial problems or aspoats of
educrtion. Az arule Inspoction of Secondary
schools in fingland takes place atlong intervals®
{Presidontial Address deliverad by Mr. Prama-
tha Nath Banerjes, M. A. P. R. S., Bar-ab law.)

Spending and Saviag

In the praszand on $he platform, it is asserted
that public spanding is a burdsnsoms vies, whilae
saving i3 a madional vickus.  The truth s
almosh the opposite,  If is saving this is bue-
deasomoa.  We  muast save and  we  must
accumulate il our national economy i3 to
run  on  cound lines. Bub s.iving and
aceumulabion are nons the less burdensome
hecauso thoy avo a neesssity of prosesss, It is
nocassary, and i6 would he foolish to argus
obhorwise, {or the community to add to its capital
cquipment and to lay asido such sums as wilil
lead to the onlargemant and improvement of the
material factors of production. It is sound
economy to add to the technical equipment of
workshop and factory, and to inerease our pro-
ductive power by hetter plant, the more econg-
mical use of raw material and the mora offec-
tiveuso of power, Evorybody is agreed that
additions to our capital equipment shall be
dignified by the name of “savings” If an ipe
dustry improves or extends it3 plant then al}
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are agreel that the inlustry has “savel”
Modern saving is mainly, if not wholly, an
investmeut in capital expanditure. Tt i3 some-
thing far diffarant from hoarding. It involves
gpenling, hubt it is a particular form of expen-
diture, namely expanditure upon the material
factors of production.
» * *

Bus if we grint tha aldition to tha eapitrl
equipmans of our industries iy a prudent act of
national saving, why do wa limit the torm
golaly ta ths mirhine? T4 {5 surely sounl
¢y mmin 3as3 an l sound esonomy to recognise
that allitions to and improvemant of thae
human factors in production are equally acts of
saving. If we add to human efliciensy by
expenditure upon hettar housing, better oluer-
tian, battor f071, wa ave surely angagal in tha
virtuous act of saving. Saving {rom the material
point of view is tho effective and economical
accumulation of factory power, It isalso, from
the human paint of view,effective and economieal
accumulation of human power. [t i3 curious
how we have coma to ragard expenditure upon
the health anl elucation of aur paopla snlely as
gpending—an:l indesd, often as wastelul spiud-
ing. Wae lat tha chaap Press do our thinking
for u3, and wsaare lo1 by the millions &1 halieve
that expanditure upon the social services i3 the
act of a wasteful spendthrift, In reality it is
the highast {orm of siving., Tt is the saving
which resnltsin the * better human', [f it is
an act of virbuous saving to oquip the machine it
issurely an act of saving to equip men and
woman for the battla of lifo! An invastment
in the servieas which make for human.

[ONp——,

Walking in Germany

Thora ars thres thingy whish maky wilking
in Germany a different propysition from walk-
ing in this country. One is the existenas of a
public opinion accustomed to regard walkers
neither a3 lunatilg nor a3 puupars unable to
afford bicycles, but as parsons enjoying them-
selves in the way intended by Gad. Another
is the existencs of marked walking paths. A
third is the existence of ampls, clean and cheap
accominodation,

In Germany every body walks, not just a few
athletes but young and old alike, Bvery suit-
able distriet has it3 watking olub and some of
them have over a million members., The Rail-
ways offer spacial oconcession for ‘‘family
walking.” Schoo! parties of girls as well as
hoys on tha trunk, studying Nature lore on a
common site, particularly near the centres of

population, Thsra ara shiynsin all tha towas
spacialising in eqaipmynt {Hr ‘winlaring’

Wulkers’ Highways”’

The activities of ths wilking clubs have
resulted in the eountry haiug coverad by a nat
work of markal "maps”’ which rander tho
walker inlepenlent of tha roiis and almost
independent of the min.  The mora important
of theas the “trunk” or tha “arterial” piths
or [Tighwayvs” (FHohaawaze) are of consiler-
able langth,

With regard to azrommalation, there nesd be
naoesasion for worrey, unless the party ia larze.
No villaga is t07 smll 69 eyakain a GGisshot or
the bumblar Gasthani, anl thay a'l seam
amazingly elean ani cheap. Thres shillinas s
day should eovar all axaa13e3 amnly, This
figure ean ha vary groitly ralisal if ona takes
advantags of tha gholters of (armin Youth
Movement, the now famous Jugandhaerbargan.

There are now nairly thras thousan1 of thase
Hostols, 49me humhla, syma magnificent.
Somse of themn are in historic buildings and
romantic old ecastles! asms of them are the
work of tha ultra-mslern architects.

A handbook giving the position and nature
of every shalter in Garmany, tigather with use-
ful inforimition ahout map ein by ohtainel for
1 sh from the Gorman Railways Information
Burery, 9, Quaan’s (rardans, Lonlon W, 2. This
is invaluable for reforencs when ona is planning
out a tour.

* * *

The lealer will find that it doas not do to
rely on the hostsls for fool. They nearly all
sell soup and coffea, and the bigger ones sell
bread, milk butter and sugar, and sometimes
complete meals, but except in the larger towns
they should not be dependel upon. Most of
tham have cooking facilities; some have penny-
in-the-.slot gas caokera. Thare is, of course, no
garvice or attendanca, anl meils are eaten oub
of doors as much a3 possibla,

It muast ha remembarel t'at tha Sheltars are
intended primarily for young paople. Early hours
of retiring ara expectel. Tobasco and heor are
“forhiddsn " and thera is 4 e¢ode of hahaviour
designed to train the youny to respect nature,
their fellows, and themaselves.

The School Journey Season

The last few wesks have probably marked the
zenith of the school journey season for 1931, It
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{s said that in London, where the school journey
movement is strongly entrenched there has been
a slight falling off this year in the number of
participating schools. This is due directly to the
disturbing influgnece of re-organisation, and,
aocdrding to the general expectation, the set-back
will be only temporary. There are indications
of the spread of the school journey idea, or some-
taing closely akin to it, to secondary schools,
where, in the ease of boys, it becomes a substi-
tute for and an alternative to the school cadet
corps. Interest in this beneficent movement
will be stimulated by the efforts of the School
Journey association and its enthusiastic
honorary Secretary, Mr. FI. W. Barter, to secure
a permanent hostel in London. It is in the
natural order of things that, while in London
schools mdve aut of and away from the metro-
polis, the school journey itinerary of village
schools and even of those situated in large cities
and towns, often include a visit to London.
Every one remembers what great events in the
history of many schools were the visits to
Wembley during the British Empire Exhibition.
The problem of finding suitable and inexpensive
accommodations in London for visiting school
children is a serious one. The value of a hostel,
specially designed to meet the needs of children,
cannot be over-rated and fully justifies the sub-
stantial gift of £500 which the N,U.T. Execu-
tive has promised towards the acquisition of
premises at Regent’s Park.

(Schoolmaster and the Woman Teachers’
Chronicle.)

The School journey Association
in England

The 8chool Journey Assoclation is a volun-
tary institution mpot yet twenty years old.
It has no paid officials, The whole work isa
labour of love.

At a meeting of the Conference of Educa-
tional Associations, Professor De Montmorency,
the Chairman of the Conference Committoee,
and one of the vice-presidents of the School-
Journey Association, said that the number of
achool journeys under the auspices of the Asso-
ciation had increased in the last seven years from
149 to more than a thousand, that there are more
than 3,000 members, that the number of chil-
dren taking part in journeys exceeds 40,000
that 165 secondary schools were participating
in the movement, that the Continental journeys
had increased from 18 in 1923 to more than
200 in 1930, that a system of Empire visits
beginning from South Africa had begun.

Times Education Supplement,

Thoughts for the new Term

A teacher is the servant of all his pupils- It
is easy enough to write that, but far from easy
to train oneself to the mental attitude the state-
ment implies, while to realise its truth in prac-
tico is a task which all too few of us attempt,
and in which still fewer of us altogether suc-
c0ed.vieraenranas

Yot the ideal which has inapired the noblest
men and women in the profession has always
been thati of giving, of self-sacrificing service;
that is why the teacher has always claimed that
his is more than a profession, that it is in the
nature of a ministry. There can ba indeed no
higher ideal upon earth than to devote one’s
personality, one’s strength, one’s intellect, and
one'’s love to a conseious attempt towards the
advancement of human welfare, and whoen that
devotion is concentrated upon the children of
the people, then at one and the same time
the opporfunity is greater and the task more
difficult.

Let us examine for a moment or two in what
ways a teacher who would be the servant of his
pupils needs to train himself...c.coeuens ¢ terienaens .

We may assume that he is what is called a
* (Good teacher.” What moye is required? In
all these respects he will of necessity give of
himself; he cannot teach well organise well, be
a good disciplinarian, without copious giving of
that undefinably yet unmistakable essenca of
himself which is called parsonality-

The first requisite is that he shall himself be
educated in the widest sense of the word,....e-ss

While it would be presumpbuous to attempt a
full deseripbion of the educated man, yet the
main outline of the ideal may be briefly sketch-
ed. His knowledge shall be exact and compre-
hensive, his interests wide ag life itself; and his
interests and his knowledge shall bo so combin-
ed as to have created in him a full and abund-
ant sympathy, a heightened sense of toleration,
a sane and balanced judgment in matters prac-
tical and theoretical, a love of all tha% is beauti
ful and good, and a hatred~for hate, like love
is divine—of all that is evil and unclean.

[The above oxtract is from an article in the
Times Literary supplement entitled ** Thoughts
for the New Term.” Our school year has just
begun. Let us ask ourselves the questions that
would suggest themselves on reading the above
esxtia?f‘ :z'md try to frame honest answers,—IDps,
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Passing Rich on £ 50 A Year
(Note supplied by E. B, Castle, Ieadmnsier).

An anonvmous donor gives £3) a year to the
Leighton Park school, Reading, Eagland, as a
Leaving travel Scholarsship to ha nsed by a hoy
at the school to traval as furas ha cau, as ehoap-
ly as hscan, living as hard a3 ho can, seaing as
much as he can, and gsbting into tonzh as
far a3 possible with tho common people of the
countries he visits,

In the first yewr the dgnesessful ewndidate
gravelled over Germany for o month, but maire-
ly lived in Iovels, and did nos  do much more
than tourist sight sseing. Tha year after that
Philip Evans sa5 tho pieo by adheriog mush
more closely to tho terms of the scholarship,
He travelled in eight ¢cornntrias in Iurops, tramp-
ing 450 miles, travelling 129) miles by rail, all
third class, 750 miles on barges and sbeamars nn
rivers, particularly tho Dunube, e gob as far
a3 Budapest, was away saven weeks and did tho
whole los under €.25. His itinavary w3 soma-
thing like this: through I'rance, throuzh tho
Jura into Swiszerland, from Switzarland over
the Alps into Italy, Dack through the Breansr
into Austriz up to Ratizbon; thon down the
Danube to Dulapest, back through again Vien-
na, through  South  Germanyv and  than up
through Novth Germauy, Hathwrl and Bolyiun,
and go home.

As ha still hal half tha sehularship loft, ha
mged the remaindar for a sinilw wlyvanbire in
the following yew. Framm Doiphing wharo o
was sp2arling a holiday with hisprople hatraan.
ped to Marseilles with o friend. There thowv
boarded a tramp ship from Ocrin: thoa thoy
eommanded a “Ford ecuir and travelled ty oo,
whera they were entertainel by friends who ia-
troduced them to sovoral courteons and hsait-
able Moqrish families, among whom they hul
many delightful expericneos. From thaora they
came back to Tangier, and so homs. This :
them £ 29 each.

The year a‘fter that, Donald Garbong sacural
8 post as assistant stewwd on a ship goinyg to

st

Awsbralinn pats via ths Cona, tha arss pors of
cill boing Fros Mantla, o travaiiel 239))
miles ; ho witia 1 100 eronts wvery dev. anl
livelthe roxh Vis of a 50y far six msashs;
ho wenb prastic iy wll eouad g2 worll asho
cama biek vitvs Suaz rore, Ha saw a 2351
dedlol Mustralivand speat s ynims as each of
Australian poarts. Ia arrivel bizk thia buat
very fit. :

[ast yowr even thasa trvals wara evsnllsll
Two boys of 17 startsl by trenping thivty milos
to Obarimmarg vt to soe tha Pusiisn Pl - fron
there they tramp21t9 the Danuba, whare thay
smudtlad thamselvas as spar erenas o a barge
as far as Vieana : from Vienna thsy weat down
to Badapash by <b2vner, and from thare, tramp-
ing anil using light railwavs, 2t2vasre and so
on, thoy wens through Sodv anl eventually to
Constantinople ; from thare they ¢q0% small
gbaamors £ Mount Athosanl s:paas thras days
among tho manstarias thare,  Aftar a tremend-
ous climb over Maunt Ashos t0 tha other side,
they took a small ship to Siloaika anl from
thare went through the anzisat cities of Groace
to thy Mdviatic and home.

Labhrolo, an® e dsanoloing Dty ashs! ooy
02 ths <frans o e e o
Canvluwftorgr b

Thaeolam Ll pednl e S0 e iy gy
free Dol wra tren by e U s,
Toisd ~h o by st r g e oy on
thodle bes tervetwero s sia s v i Bala
TETUR SIS S R R PR SRS RTICD RN PR I

Oy nd e boser v oesiys e upsa thn
Lode faem ooy il wniely ey thingecan he

Aoay, Toneoby o ioeas Ty <y dorather
csowere most
i ;'1_1 prursicy of the
Coatnot D weery conniry

bhotwoeen bere anl C oo vtin o,

. . \ fao
T N FIPUR A R A T S

b he e

{(From the Ne - Lrt)

FROM OUR ASSOCIATIONS

The Ganjam Secondary School
Teachers’ Guild.

Aftar the break up of the Ganjam «Q,e'condary
Sehools Ierdmaster's Conference, which was
fold in tha High School Buildings ab A<ka on
14th and 15th May, 1931, a business meeting of
the Headmasters and the asgistants that wore
present at the time, was held to form a Secon-
dary Teacher’s Guild in the dictrist. M. R. Ry.
C. Narayana Moorty Panbulu Gary, B, Ay, T T,
Headmaster, Municipal High S‘,choql, Chicacole,
presided over the occasion. Followiang were the
resolutions passed at the timo:—

1. Resolved that Mr. C. Narayanamoorby
be elected President of tha meeting 0 cqncgrt
ways and means for the formation of a District
Secondary Tcachors’ Guild.

9. Resolved that tho following teachers ha
members of a Committas to framas rules and to
take such other step3 a3 are noe2ssary for the
formation of the Guild. .

1. Mr. €. Narayanamoorby, LA, T T, —DPrasi-
dent,

9. , V. Vagkatarangum, B.i, L.T-,—Seere-
tory and Trewsubror.

3. ,, N.V.Satyanarayana, B. As L. T.,

4. ,, Binayaka Panigrahe, B. A, B. L., L. T.,

5., Sadhucharan Das, B, A, L. T,

3. Resolvad that the above committes bo
requested to mako arrangsmnents for ths holding
of the first session of tho (uild hoforz the end
of Navember, 1931.

4. Resolvel that the 1Teadmasters now pro-
sent be requested to contribute to vards the
initial expen Os.(S']') (. Narayana Moorby,

President.

-

Soyme of the ealmasters prosont rezvhlzf and
heartily respsaded and an amdunh o.f R 10
was enlloctad to nact the neczsswy initial ex-
pénses,

The Secrotary has in right earnest corr}menccl
the work by addressing some of the GUIIJS':LD‘«I
the S. I. T. Caion in the province f('n" their
constibution. After the receipt of the Iniorma-
tion, necessary action will he taken.

Thanks are due to Sreejut Narasingo Palhy
Mahasaya, M. A., L. T, ITeadmaster, Bpu.rd High
School, Aska, for his kind suggestion of the
formation of the Guild.

The Szeretary appaals to all the secondary
taachers in the district for their sincere and
hearty co-operation in the matber,

THE ANANTAPUR DT. TEACHERS
GUILD. '

Refresher course in Geography.

The Rofresher course in Geography held
undaer the auspices of the above Guild was
conductod ab Gooty from 2ad to 14th June, by
M, R. Ry. N. Subramania Aiyer Avl., M.A, L.T.,
of Teichers’ Collags, Saidapst. 15 teachers
diractly connested with the toeaching of the
subjoct for the S, 8, L. C. course attended the
clasy, from the districts of Auautapur, Bellary
and Kurnool. 'The instruchion was both
thooretical and practicil and included Geogra-
phical excursions to Gandikotta {(where the
northern Pennar passes through a long mean-
dering gorge between the hills), Alur Water falls
{near Tadpattri) Bilvamkonda, Erragudi (near
Gooty whare the Asckan Iidicts were discovered
recenily by the Archaeological Dept.) and to
the Hampi ruins.

Thore was a public lecturo in Gooty illustrat-
ed with lantern slides st which the Digtriet
Colleetor, Mr. V. N. Viswanatha Rio, presided.

The class was disparsed at Bellary whera a
public lecture on ‘ Goography ' was delivered by
tho lecturer.

Messrs, Longmans Green & Co., through
theiv representative Mr. K. Jogiah were good
onough to exhibit a variety of Geographical
hooks, charts and maps in the L. M, High
School Hall, which were much appreciated by
tho teachers and tha public.

LML High School, Gooty.

20—7—31. C.RANGANATHA AIYENGAR,
Sccretary.

A Teachers’ Association at Vizag.

A moating of the teachers of Vizianagram was
conyened at 3 P.M. on Tuesday, the 2list July
1931, to form a Teachors’ Association at Vizi..
nigram. Sixty mombers, representing the Maha-
rajuh's Tinglish and Sabskrit Colloges, the two
Iigh Schools, the two Middle Schools and the
Filomontary Schools of the place, responded to
the invitation, M.R.Ry. K. Janaki Rao Pantulu
Garuy, B.A., L.T., Principal, was voted to the
chair. The Chairman by way of introductory
remarks said that similar attempts were made
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saveral times in the past anl failel owinyg to
want of sustainel enthusiasm, and that this
time undsr tha energaiic and enthusiastic lead
of the conveners, Mess»s S,V Ramadas IMantulu
and N. B. R:ughunithachari, the As3zr:ihien
will have a long and useful existonca, 113 next
called upon Mr. N. R. Rughuanathachari to speak
on the desivability of starting a Teachors’ Asso-
ciation in Vizianagram,

Mr. Raghunathachari began his remarks with
the present poor status of tha teasher and tho
causes for the same. He noxt explained the
benefits and ohjects cof forming an  Association
and the various mean3s wherehy those objacts ¢in
be secured. He drew pointed attention to tha
advantages of getting the Association aflilinte]
tothe S.I.T.U. of, joining ths Profection [Fund
and of subseribing to tho South Indian Teachar.
Mr. D. V. Jagannadham who spoke next dwelt
upon the necessity for the existenco of District
organisations with a central Andhra Provinecial
Teachers’ Union: Mr. N. Kodanda Ras spoke in
Telugu and explained tha object of tha meoking.

The following rasolution was unanimnusly
adopted: ‘‘ Resolvad that the teachors of Vizia-
nagram assembled in mesting do formn a Viziz-
nagram Teachors’ Association.” I§ was fucthor
resolved to have a President, a Secrotary who
shall also be the Treasurer, a Joint Scerstary
and membors of the 1ixecutive Committos repro-
sentative of tha Lnglish Collese. Sanskrit Cnl.
lege, the College Iligh School Departmons,
Municipal High School, Middle Schools and
Elementry Schools. Tho {sllowing gontlnnonm
were elected for the y3ar, with powar £) co-opt
others from unreprasented institutions, il neces-
sary.

President—Mr., K. Janaki Ran. Drincinil.
Secretary and Treasurer—Mr. N. R. Righuna-
thachari. Joint Secrotavy—Mr. N, Koiwnla
Rao. . Executive Committes —\laszrs. [, V,
Subba Rao and K. R. Subramaniam  (Collesn),
S. V. Ramadas and S, V. Ramanayya (Colloso
High School), D. V. Jagannadham and anothor
to be co opted (Municipal High School) Ch. V.
Joga Rao (College Middle School), U. Suryani-
rayana Rio (Municipal Middle School) and A.
Satyanarayanamurthy (Elementary School).

By another resoultion, the office-bearers wara
empowered to frame the Rules and Bye-lawa of
the Association and bring them before the nexs
General Body mecting.

The Chairman in his elosing remarks exhort-
od the audience to take to the work of the
Association with sincerity and zeal. With a vote
of thanks to the chair and to the convenors, the
meeting came to a close at 7-30 .M,

N. R. Raghunathachari,
22—-7-1931.

Chittoor, Board High School Teachers’
Association
Tha Tnaujural Address of th: \zeneition was

d)g!'iv:');'»;“i vosterday by Mreo S) Matehilimandem
},‘111-11, DAL Lo T Hosdmastor of tha Govt.
secondary Training Schosl under the kind
prasidentship of Mr. Janab Muaharnmad Sahib,
M. AL LLOB, District Elertional Oicer. Al-
most all the teachers of the B, Z. Seenndary
Sehool, Govt, Training School and the Shermen
Mamorial Girls' Hehool were present. The
stthinet wwast the “Domands ¢f Modern Tndia on
our Schools,” In tho course of the address
he said thas tho alm of edueation must bo pre-
parasion for life and that for a valuabls lifs in
view of the complex modern situatior and the
urge for iuternasionalism ‘the apostle of which
is au Inlian, in the person of Sir Rabindarnath
Tn,.?,o're)‘ Soeial eflleiency, as an ideyl, is worth
ssriving for in schools, lest the products turned
out should degansrate into clogs on the wheels
of sociul progress. Wit amaza 1 the lecturer most
was the moral decay fosterel by the franchise.
How toarrast i5 wasa tough problem. The
valua of tho franchisa shonld he proparly under-
stood aad exarzcisal. Again, in schicols, the train-
ing ground for lifo’s ciresy, character-building
should ha attendel ty and to this and, Scout
Organisations and Cra-aperative Societies should
bz set up.  Moral Instraciion agab preseat im
Pty was ashuvaanlr el overialing, 1f
possible, the aluiacnts of cieh religion, might
be impartal to tha pupiis.

Tha Chudravy in his eojnclading remarks
agreol thad very fev sehiuols turnel out real
men of gl choracter, He referred to the
wastage in ~shools and  advocatad o change in
the idaals of tho profession, Toe teschers should
Lo ehargn § wivh oomissisn oy spirit, “Teachers
were jowellers anl pupils nne b dinmonls” No
emniasis on  eharactor training could bo too
grats.  The funetion torminated with the usual
voto of thanks.

R. N. RAMANATHA AYAR,

31—-7—31. Seeretary.

Preccedings of the Half-Yearly Con-
ference of the Tinnevelly District Tea-
chzrs’ Guild.

The Il yearty Coulerues of tho Tinnevelly
District Teachors’ Gaill was held at Courtallam
on the Ist anl 2nd Augast at " Valangapuli
Villa.” There was a large and representative
gathering of delegates from all parts of the
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district, includin'g a number of distinguished
gentlomen camping at Courtallam for the Season.

The Conferenca began at L1 a. m. with opsen-
ing song by Miss Britettcuchnmb 1. R-zp Baha-
dur P. V. Seshu Iyer, DAL T 1S, I?i'c<1'lenﬁ of
ther Guild wolecomel tho delszites in a short
sp%ﬁ:g Rev. Fr. T X. Frockly, S. J., Vice- Lro-
.-incial of the Society of Jesus working In thae
Madras Presideacy openad the Couference and
said that teachers were the greatest banefactors
of mankind and yet they did not share much of
the good things of this world. They coull not
enrich themselves in thoir profession and yet
they must have a high idaal before thom.

Father S. Arulsamy, S. J., M.A, T.T., Viee-
Principal, St. Xavier's Collego, Pznla.m(;{)ttnh
then delivoral an instructive l(,)cture on ~ Our
Responsibilities as Teachors.” He began by
gaying that nothing was nobler, grander and
more conducive to happiness than theecalling of
a teacher. Referring to the grievances of tea-
chers, he pointed ous that they wore real and
toachers must strive to have then redressad. 1le
then dwelt at length on the nzeossity of teachers
having a high ideal. The teachor was to make
the full man an? in the words of u poes, he was
to “ put him un'or the empire of duty.” Greab
men had been unfailing in tha pursuit of 1119@_1.5'.
In India the goal of self-government was in
sight and an amount of prepara‘ory eprls work
had to be done, and in that, teachars shozﬂfl
take a great share, for to whom else could thalr
country entrust the work of transformning un-
formed materials of the future info true, law-
loving, disciplined cibizens e then in.sﬁ_;mced
the examplo of tha Society of Jesus w}nc‘z had
produced ‘gonuine leaders in all countriss of the
world. He said that tha secreb of their suceess
was their attitade of o Lover towards ‘J']']UIC'ZL-
tion. Regarding the constant inncvatons in
the S. S. L. C. schems, tho %pmkor‘ romarkad
that such constant changes were unnealthy to
studenss and urzed teachers to fako A hold
stand and voica forth thair united opinion thib
improvement did not mean change. _lIu Il_nally
referred to tha probian of co education, viewed
it with alarm and ea tho ground of purity and
modesty, the national traits of Indians, he
opposad such a system af alucation.

In his concluding remarks. the Vory Rav. Fr.,
Froekly said that ideals wore irnportant in lifo
because in ideals, speculation would stop af_;er
a limit aud execution would begin. ReJarding
the teachers' rosponsibility to produce leadsrs
of men, he added that they must develop the
student's mind, will and all faculties, and they
had to do the pioncer work in training leadors

to lead the eruntry to progress, which leaders,
ho believed, would no more be the wealthy aund
the rich but the hrainy students made in
schools. Referving to tha S. 8. I. C. changas,
he said that the Matbricnlation ought to have
been kept with slight modifications and that
carly specialization was nob proper, as students
did not know their special aptitudes. He eon-
ctuded his speoeh by strongly, condemning the
government’s attitude towards co-education. As
a reprosantabive of the profession and ag Vice-
Provincial, he had the right to speak oub his
views and oppasad tho system.

With a vote of thanks proposed by the Secrs-
tary, the morning session ended at 1 p, M,

Re-assembling at 2-30 P. M. the Conferencs
had a debate on ** the Retention or Abolition of
Group C " with Mr., Raman Menon, the Edueca-
tional Officer in the chair. The debate was long
and lively and a number of teachers took part in
it. As the sense of the house was that the matter
should not be put to vote, further consideration
was adjourned,

Ab night an intaresting lecture on “ The Ags
of Kamban’ was deliverad by Mr. Thirumalai-
sami Iyengar, Tamil Pandit, S5 Xavier's Col-
lego, Palameottah, with Mr. S, Rashavan, M.A,,
in the chair.

Second Day’s Proceedings

The gaconl day’s procsedings began at 9 a.m.
with Mr. A. Sundsrasan. M.A- L. T., of Taticorin
in the chair., The following resolutions were
passed.

1. Condolence

This Conferanca placas on reéeord its deep
sense of sorrow ab the denise of Messrs. P. T,
Srinivasa Iyengw and N. 5. Venkateswariah,
Head-master, Thirthapathi  Iigh  School,
Ambasamuudram, and Miss Hilith Howard,
Principal, Sarah Tucker Collsge, Palaracottah.

2. Grant-in-aid Cnde

{¢) This Conferonce regrots that no action
hs yob hesn takon in reapacs of the revision of
tho Grant-in-aid Codns in view of the serious
finnneial difficulties of many aided sehools and
urges tho Goverament to ravise at once the
Graunt-in-aid cods on the lines suggested af
the Provincial Educational Conference held ag
Vellore,

(b) This Conference brings to the notice of
the Government the fact that wmany aided
schools are unable to make adequate provision



388 THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

for instruction in manual training, if it should
conbinue as a compulsory subject.

{¢). This Conferenca rograts to note thub
teichers gotting a salury of 1w 100 and over
have heen cxcludaed from tho henefits of thn
Special Teaching Grant and appanils to the
Government to incroase thoe provision under
the Spacial Teaching Grant so that all teichers
may derive the benatit,

3. Propaganda

This Conference authorizes the Execubive
Committes to carry ou an intansive pron:gindy
amongst the members of the Legislative Council
representing the Tinnevelly District and alvo
requests the other Distriet Teachers’ Guiids to
<arry on similar propaganda as per resolution 9
of the Provincial Conference, passed at Di!ghat.

4, Conditions of Service

This Conference is of opinion that the weitten
agreement between the managemeant and indivi-
dual teachers is disappointing and extromsely
unsatisfactory, as it is not ealculated to cusure
gecurity of tenure for teichors and is against
the exprezsad 'opinion of H{e teachors of this
presidency, and it expresseos 1ts‘cou=;idemd view
that the condition of teachors in non-Govern-
ment schools cannot ba placed on a sabisfactory
basis unless.

(a) the scales of salavies of differcnt grades
are standardized on tho lines sudgestal ab tha
Provincial Educational Conferencs held at
Coimbatore in 1930,

(b) Uniform rules of ssevieo, incluling the
leave rules are {runal by tho Goverams b and
ave made applicable to all non Governmen$
Schoo!s as a condi.ion of recognition,

(¢)  An Avhitration Board i3 appoin'lin
each district to consider tha crins of difarana s
arising between tho mamugrasnt anl tie
teachers, it being mula compualsory thid syl
cas of teachers can bo trrminatal only on tha
recommendation of the Board ;

5. S.S.L. C Reform

This Conferenca is of opinion

(a) that the S. S. L. C. Board, as noxy con-
stituted is unduly dominatsl by tha University
and that steps should be taken to sec:ro ado-
quate representation of teachers direeily con-
nected with Seeondary Bducation;

(b} that 35 por cent. be preseribel as tho
minimum for eligibility in Fnglish and s:conid
language and also that a minimum of 149 marks
in the aggregate ba prescribed for non-langnns
subjects with an individual minimum of 23 per
cent. and that a Moderation Board be appointed
to consider hard cases ;

(r) that ths fima t-ble of the S.S LG
exominagion <henld La o wvanzad o to provide
only oneexumination ¢.oh v o

(1) that \ group Serskrit popar whieh esn:
tains prazegas for transltin e Taglich to
Sanskrit anl #ie = 3hoald eonfuin instend
passages for transiation from veraanzulua to
Sanskrit and sice verse i

e} that the following portions be reduced
for the exaninition in 1332 in Geogzraphy,
Furasia anl the gazeril staly of tle world
{rotaining Tndiz) be daletel: in Tlementary
Secienes, Tight, Sound, Magnetism and Flectri-
city ; in natnral seience tho qusstions be divid-
od into three parts, part (#) bheing phvsiology
to ho answered by all candidates, part (5) being
animal life. part (v heing Botanvand $he candi-
dates allowed to choose (b)) or (¢); in English
and Indian History, eandidates ba required to
study up to 1319, the papers on hoth Indian and
English History being confinel to the text-
hooks recommeanded in the absence of a syllabus.

6. Elementary Education

Tha Conferenes also reiteratel resolutions
passed at ths last Provineirl Conference in res-
pect of clemantary education, physical educa-
tion and provilent fund.

After a short break, the Conforance listened
to two lectures, ons on * The Bowntics of Kamba
Ramavanam’™ by Mr. V. D, SWhramania Muda-
liar, B.A, Retirel  Veterinuy Surgeon and a
Tamil sehiolar and the othor on the 7 Tewehar as
an Architexs of his own Forinne™ by Mr. N, S,
Subbier, DAL B, Vakid, Palamenttah., Despite
his ol ags, the Tamil spaaker proluesd a great
impres.ion on the sutiznes an Dlisplavel much
boworw b s 12 10 Vha el of
e, Mo Sabh e exhartad the
'vus on tha lines of
cnd wishal that
coohaes st be
“Laninos by tho
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AL 12 poon, the vabeiioisy meniing was
held with Mro Ao Balilvisim Rio of Sri
vaikuntun in the chair. The Seeretary of the
Guild reol the half-yearly repoti of the work
Adone by the Asseziatizn. Is was then dc)zculed
that the Conference would ho hel'vl at }'u‘lam-
cottah or Tinnevelly, tha matser being uoumo.d &
month in advance. With a fow remarks flO}!]n
tho chair, thanking God for the success of t‘ )
(nference and  for tho Leautiful season, the
Conforencs dispersed,
P;\L.\.\I('()T'l’;\n,} DAVID 3, MICITAVRL,

9—s—'31,

Sezreliry,

OUR LETTER BOX

Sir,

JYou would not, I am sure, abttach any the less
importance to what I write if I begin by confes-
sing that I don’t read your Magazine from cover
to cover. What Lord Bacon said about books
applies mutatis mutandis to the pages of a
valuable journal like yours.

You would excuse me if I am rash eaough to
suggest some points for your consideration with
a view to improve your journal. It is not purely
an Educational Magazine but a chronicle of the
activities of the S, I, T. U. and its constituent
guilds angd societies. As a matter of fact we
get very little information about the day to day
activities of the S. I, T, U. and its constituents,
We are occasionally favoured with a * Union
Letter " where some appeal is made rather than
achievement chronicled. If is true you publish
district news also: but they deal with annual
mestings of Guilds which generally are two in
number, the inaugural and the valedictory. We
don’t get sufficient information aboub the day
to day activities of the +. 1. T. U. or its mem-
bers.

English Magazines publish short personal
notes about teachers’ death, retirement or get-
ting honours ete. You might try to add a sec-
tion similar to that.

May I suggest another t.ln'ng? Why not you
request yonr clients to write shor apprecl{mtxon
of emineni teachers? I mean by eminent
certainly not those getting fat salaries but
those who have contributed their mite towards
good education and have played their part .in
strengthening professional solidarity ? To give
one example :—One likes to know something
about Mr. S. Vasudevachariar, the first secretary
of the S. I. T. U. who after years of service has
just now retired.

Similarly short histories of well-known educa-
tional institutions may be published giving an
account of the pioneers and also some of the
distinguished old boys of the school.

Lastly (it only means I am coming to the end
of my suggestion and not that I have exhausted
enumerating all possible improvements. I leave
it to other readers to continue the list.)
your Msgazine is unrelieved by any lighter
touch. It is all serious. Why not you make
us occasionally smile? Why not you publish
from time to time some howlers perpetrated not
only by pupils, but also by teachers ? We must
realise we are not perfect and that no laughter
ig 50 healthy as a hearty laugh at our own cost.
I'am sure you wont mention any names; but jf
any man takes offence, let hira. If the cap fitg
let him wear it,

AN IRREGULAR READER,

(We are glad that this complaint is only from
an irregular reader, He is only paying the
penalty for his irregularity. Further, the
irregular reader and those like him are quite
welecome to contribute such lighter touches ag
vévoill(’irr;mke obhers smile, nay laugh alse. Edg

AN APPEAL TO THE TEACHER
AUTHORS
Sir,

Ma‘y Irquest the teacter authors of books,
espe_clall_y arithmetic, tointroduce an air of the
.1~ea.l.1ty in the problems they set ? Very often
it is absent. Take for example the following

problem which my young daughter had to
solve,

e@ uresrdl, Csi, 1 @ & s, 5 =26
ure) ara@@ar. 1Qei 9 @u o sin o5 Q—
18é@ aovera pepyio I popar.  gavan =F3
g% Cei gow Csiggnar |

Ag an airthmetical problem it is alright. We
see that the milk woman must have added 10
seers of water. What a fool should she be to
have taken the trouble to add 20 per cent. water
to her original stock of milk and to loge 5 gag
on the whole by the bargain. '

A PARENT,

THE MADRAS TEACHERS' GUILD.

A Refresher course in Botany was conducted by the Science section of the Madras

Teachers’ Guild in the last week of July. It consisted of six lectures delivered by Mr. . S
Sabhesan. About 40 teachers, working in over 15 High Schools of the city attonded,

6



THE TEACHERS' BOOK SHELF

TowarDs A NEw Epucatiox.—Edited by
William Boyd, M.A-, with an introduction by
Sir Michael Sidler. Published by Alfred A
Knopt. for the Now Bduecation Pollowship. Price
8s. 6d.

This bock is a Record and Synthesis of the
discussions on the New Dsycholoyy and the
curiicilin wb the fifth world Conferenca of theo
New FElucition Fellowship held at Rlsinor
anmark, in Avgust 1929, It muss ba said th;xt'
it is not a simplo chroniclo of what happenal
at t'pe xqeatingi of the TRlsinore Conforonce.
W?ule glving soms report of the simificant
points in tho 330 addresses delivered at the
Conference, the lectures, discussions and com.
men's have been so synthesised as to present the
work of the Confersnce to be seen asa whole.
In thisrecord, the question asto the kind of
educ_:ation which the changing civilization ealls
for is put in the 1st part. The second part deals
with The living school: Parts TII and IV deal
with The Social Backyround of the living school
and the New Psycholoyy and New Education
respectivaly.

The first part opens with information about
pioneer schools, about new education in
northern lands, and about new education as a
factor in the re-building of a nation, not only
in those nationa wrecked by war, but in those
nations which influenced by new social idaals,
strive for national advancement. The aldresses
by the Garman and Russian Rapresentatives are
very remarkable aud show how tho right kind
of reform in Bducation mathods and outlook ean
have far reachingeffcet, inthe national recons-
truction of aland wrenchad by a devastating war,
The second part doals with the discussions on
the.many_pljoblemq of a living school,its tcachers,
their training, its wmethods, the curriculumn
viswed a3 a living heritage and ag an instru-
ment for the encouragement and diseipline of
self exprossion and lastly its exvmination and
tests. Exports who have worked the new
methods like the Montessori, The Winnetka,
The Decroly, Tho Dalton and Tha Cousinet and
the Originators of those several methols mat
iu conferencs and the discussion that took plics
15 presented in this section. The chapter on
the examintion and Tests iy a sum-nary of (1)
the reports of the examinations enquiry com-
mittees of ditferont counbries, where such erm-
mittees were set up in pursusnee of a resolution
of the executive Council of the New Ednreation
Bjellowship' held in  Auguast 1927 and (2) of the
views of individual educationists, who have

stulied the probliia. The result of the enquiry
may briefly he sunme 1 up as follows - —

1. Dixisting examination systams serioubly
interfere with  educational progress in many
countries.

2. A sclentifiz enquiry into the evamination
systam is necessary.,

3. As responsible pursans in close contact
with children and youth  tewchers should take
an active prrt, bosh as individual and in their
corporats eapicity, in examination procadure
and reform, co operatiug w'th other bodies in
the community vitally c-ncornad.

4. Tho impasition of an examinafion by a
university or any other institution upon pupils
not proceeling to the institution canecarned, is
to ba deprecated.

_ 0. Universities and higher tachnical institu-
tions will have to devisa more adequate methods
of selections than now obtain”

The third section of the book deals with the
social background of the school, and impresses
the readar with the fact ** The school is not
a letter box or a stamping machine, or a pottery ;
It i3 a poam of influences, circumaimbient, and
purpossly generated, that surround not only the
individual but the group of which:theindividual
is part, with an cnvelope of protection and
stimulus.” The last seztinn is devoted to the
philssophy of new edneation.  The chapters on
child Psychology. the Psychology of wholeness,
and that on the Pailosophical foundations are
suie to interest the reader.

It is thorefora no exaggeration to say, with
Sir Michaol Sadler, that the book containsg the
truest account available anywhere of the various
currents of progressive educational thought in
the world at this time. No truer or hatter esti-
mate of the book can bhe given than that of
Sir M. Sadler who says, ' It will ba of service to
writerson the presswho have from tima totime
oceasions to take thair bearings in the welter of
educabtional opanings; to teachers who wish tn
know the direction in which educationsl
thought and praetice are moving; to students
in training for the teaching profession who are
looking onut for a conciss statement of the aims
and mathods likaly to prevail at a later stage in
their professional career; and to parents who
are planning a course of education for their
children. It gives just what hitherto it has been
difficult o geb—an educitional weather forocast,
made by experienced motsorologists who are
scientific in the acouracy of their observation,
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° .
and purposoful in their labours for the bettering
of society through bold and wige experiments in
methods of Teaching.”

e

ENGLISI PROSE SELECTIONS by Professors

Diekinson and Sharma Published by Messrs
Macmillain & Co Ltd, Madras. Price bob
stated.
« The Learned elitors themsslves confess in
their preface that “the hook of selection is pri-
marily for the use of Intermediate students at
Indian Universities”

No doubt the large numher of extracts will
show how Linglish Prose “has been used by
men of diverse characters, habits, vocations,
and temperaments, and how wonderfully the
medium adapts itself to all their varied purpos-
es.”

The only complaint we feel inclined to lodge
against the selection is thab it would have been
better if the chronological order had been main-
tained ; it would have enabled the reader to
g¢race the development of English Prose in its
formal aspect. There seems to be some sort of
grouping of the extracts round certain themes
such as personal portraits, beauties of na,tt_n‘e,
travel etc: within each group at least time
order could have been maintained, Frot'n K.
V. Lucas backward to Macaulay; DeQQuineoy
and Mrs. Mitford and forward to Morley and
backward again to Froude and Emerson is some
what jarring; so also in other groups.

It would be impossible to do justice to all
writers that deserve to be included. Each eritic
according to his own tastes and fancies would
be inclined o complain about the non-inclusion
of this or that favourite of his,

The publishers deserve to be congratulated
on the high level of excellence in the mgtter
of printing and get up which makes it a
pleasure to handle the book.

We share with the editors the hope that * tha
extracts chosen will, without excep'ion, interest,
and stimulate the readers for whom it has been
compiled”. S.KY.

. TgE FIVE LAws o7 LIBRARY SCIENCE, By
Mr. S. R. Ranganathan, M. A, Librarian,
Madras University, Published by the Madras
Library Association,Price Rs. 5.

This is & very interesting book. Perhaps this
ig the first book in our Presidency that deals
with Library and its problems in a more or less
comprehensive manner, We have great plea-
gure in welcoming this book especially because
it is written by a person who worked a3 a tea-
cher for about 10 years and who has been close-

ly associating himself with Teachers’ Associa-
tions,

The five laws may ho mentioned together for
the benefit of our readers (1) Books are for use
and not for preservation. (2)\Every person his or
her book. (3) A Reader for every hook. (4) Save
the time of the reader. (53) A Library is a grow-
ing organism. The book itself will serve as a
good illustration of the laws mentioned above,
It is certainly a book for use and we are sure it
contains matter for every person. The treat-
ment is such that the time of the reader is
gsaved. There are clear indications in the book
that it is not to be thelast. It holds out definite
promise of books veb to come from the author’s
pen. As for the third law,we may say at once that
no part of the hook is wanting in matter or
freshness so as to require any special pleading
or prompting, Even the technical details relat-
ing to shelves and catalogues will be found in-
teresting.

The name of the book is likely to creite an
impression that it may be technical and be
intended for professional Librarians. But
the author is an DRducationist, Reformer,
Politician and expert rolled into one. The
second law has been exhaustively dealf with
and no strain is felt owing to the adoption of
the novel ' Dramatisation Method.,” The ima.
ginary Round Table Confersnce of experts is
refreshing and the authorifies may fake the
hint that many knotty points can be solved by
doing away with red-tape. The rapid survey
of the Library movement in the different parts
of the world is illuminating.

What is found in the book is not mere preach-
ing. Those who know Mr. Ranganathan are aware
that he has been consciously trying to carry out
many of the ideas. The University Library is
now really an instrument of education and it
has become very popular. It has enhanced the
prestige of the University considerably in other
provinees: His untiring advocacy of the Lib-
rary causs on his own hehalf and on behalf of
the Madras Library Association has given a
great impetus to the Library movement in
this presidency. Tho public of Madras should
fesl grateful to him {or the trouble he has taken
to produce such a valuable book. The Mudrag
Library Association has, as usual, shown its
readiness to promote the Tibrary movement by
undertaking tho publication of this book and the
public is deeply indeLted to it.

Tho geb-up of the book leaves nothing to he
desired and the Madras Law Journal Press
should be congrabulmﬁed on.the neat execution.

S L M. S, 8,
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UNION LETTER.

The last Provincial Iducational Conference passed a numnber of very
important resolutions and it would be the duty of the oflice-bearers including the
Working Committee of the S.I.T.U in whom the profession has placed renewed
confidence to give elfect to the resolutions. What has the rank and file of
teachers to do meanwhile? Are they free tili the next Corference meets to sit

quiet and indulge in the innocent pastime of cheap criticism ?

The S.I.T.U will only be strong to the extent its constituent associations
are active and it is the paramount duty of evrey teacher to do his bit to keep the
movement ‘going’. It is well within the power of the humblest among us to do
this, to be loyal and active membersof the Teachers’ association of our own school
and if every individual teacher were to be regular in attendance at the meetings
of school associations and prompt in the payment of his subscriptions all would
be well with us. Active members will keep their associativns active; they in
turn will keep the District Guilds in working order and if Guilds work well the
S.I.T.U is bound t» work well.  Ultimately, therefore, the success of the whole
movement depends on each individual member being loyal, active and regular in
payment of subscriptions and I earnestly hope that every teacher will realise his
responsibility and discharge it to the best of hisability. If individuals slecp and
are inactive you cannot expect institntions local or central to be functioning
efficiently. Let us see whether the foundations of our structure are “ well and

truly laid.”
S. K. Yegnanarayana Ayyar,

Pre-ident of the S.1.T.U.

W
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Readers of this paper have read my first
appeal on the subject. Though it is well over
a fortnight since the appeal appea.‘red' in these
columns, only a few Schools and Digtrict Asso-
ciations have chosen to answer my call. .The
Anantapur District Teachers’ Guild has promised
its whole-hearted support. Hospet, Hindupur
and a few friends in the Ceded District have sent
encouraging replies. Yet, I consider the res-
ponse very poor. 1 once more Impress upon the
teachers in the Ceded Districts the urgent need
for such a conference. As it i3, we are disunit-
ed and utter strangers to each other. We very
badly want a unifying force to brmg.a.nd. bind
us together. e can get this by being in the
fold of the S.IT.U. Ttis our guardianangel.
It has taken upon itself the .greab apd dlﬁxgulg
task of unifying and organising us in a bond o
common brotherhood and fellgvyshlp. It zeal-
ously guards our rights and prlYl}eges and end-
eavours in all possible and legltlma.te. ways Eo
render our position secure and happier. ‘-\\ 0
peed only put ourselves under the protecting
wings of the S.I.T.U. Let us nob therefore lose
any more time to organise ourselves. Lot us
meet during the ensuing Dasgarah in soma con-
venient place and discuss our pr.oblems,exchange
views and turn & new leaf in _our career as
teachers and members of tho teaching profession.

Ceded Districts Teachers Conference.

Many and varied are our problems and diffi-
culties that await solution. It is needless to
point out t! ab some of the teachers are suffering
in silence on account of the vagaries, irregulari-
ties and caprices of their unfeeling masters,
The idea that ‘ sufferance is the badge of our
tribe’ should not silence us. We must ventilate
our grievances, send up protests and get our
wrongs redressed. This can be done effestively
and authoritatively by a body of teachers
assembled in Confasrence.

It has heen suggested that the Conference
might be held at Humpi the premier city of
the far-famed Vijayanagar Empire. The sugges-
tion is well worth consideration. There is no
place in the Ceded Districts which can olajm
precedence over Humpi. Its historieal impor-
tance and scenic beauty commend themselves to
every one of us, Any other suggestion for the
venue is cordially invited.

. _As the conference is to be held during Dasarah
15 1s earnes*ly requested that suggestions might
be communicated to me as early as possible,

SYED AMEERUDDIN,

Joint Secy. S. I. T, U. and Headmaster,
Municipal, High School Nandyal,

The South Indian Teachers’ Union Protection Fund

List of Members—(Contd.)

! I
Red. | N . i
No. | ame ‘

Designation, Place:

610 iIG. M. Balanna
623 S, Sarangapani Iyengar ...

631 @. Sankaranarayana Iyer...|Asst. N. 8. M. V. High School
...|Asst, Municipal High School .
-..{Lecturer, Theosophical College -.\Madanapalle
631 |H. Thangaswami Solomon|Asst. Pope Memorial High School
,..{Asst. Municipal High Sechool ...|Coimbatore

632 M. K. Swaminathan
633 1S. X. Ramaswamy

635 |K. V. Ramanatha Iyer
636 |N. P. Ananthanarayanan...|Asst.

-637 |A. Purushottam Naidu
641 |G. V. Rama Iyer

gar.
646 |L.. Anantharaman
647 |U. Ulagauliyan

...‘Asst. Board Hindu Boys, School
Asst. Municipal High School +«».{Udumalpet

——

...| Koilkuntla

..|Devakotta,
+/|Ootacamund

---[Sawyerpuram

...|Asst, Voorhees College Vello,re

..\Hoad Master ; Board Ele. Boys
(Hindu) School

644 1S. R. Kothandarama Iyen-{Asst. Hindu High School

Kuramandur

-|Triplicane

...|Asst. Board High School +««|Namakkal
....Tamil Pandit

1" " LEYY "

TRIPLICANE, }

10th August, 1931,

R. RAMAKRISHNAN,

Hon. Secretary,



EDITORIAL

The New Teacher

. Politicians sometimes ask what is wrong
with the teacher in South India. We are
nbt sure whether they find in him any
charaeteristics which may make him appear
as a novel specics. It may be that he pre-
fers to move in the allotted groove without
raising any inconvenicnt questions. Any-
thing beyond the narrow routine may
perhaps fail to engage his attention. Nothing
he dreads so much as the liberty of action
in matters relating to the school. It muy be
his weakness that heis not inclined to grant
to his pupils the freecdom which he does
hot want for himsclf. Whether the extra-
ordinary course of events in our own
country and in other countries of the world
has in any way influenced his outlook on
education is ditticult to judge. There is
nothing to indicate that he apprecictes the
need for corscious ufforts on the part of
teachers to give the proper turn to the
educational systcma.  Teachbers of Sonth
India are admitted to possess supcrior
qualifications from the professional ~tund-
point and it will be a great pity if they
choose to act as if nothinyg is happening in
the world to-day. In fairness to them it
should be stated that their apathy is the
outcome of a feeling of diliidence which has
been unfortunately allowed to develop all
these years. They are not conscious of
their own strength and we hope that the
experience of other countries will stimulate
them to come forward and bear their
share of the burden of the body-politic.
Let us take a lesson from the teachcrs of
Germany who have made a valuable contri-
bution to the regeneration of the Father-

land. “With the aflairs of the nation
in flux and the structuresof the nation
shattered, they scized the chanee to rebuild
cducational institutions that would train
boys and girls for life in a democracy.”

The large body of teuchers in the elemen-
tary schools in Gerinuny have brought
abont a vealrevolution in the  educational
ideas and ideuls.  These teachers who had
till now been looked  down upon by the
teachers in sccondary schools saw clearly
that the salvation of the Fatherland lay in
a sound system of education. The old system
was characterised by an attitude of authority
and this has now given place toa fecling
of comradeship. Teachers now feel that
they avc all of them cpually responsible.
They alo readize thet they should not con-
sider it beneath their dignity to move with
the pupils and tha the hmmanising of the
teacher-pupil rdation fories the chicf Lasis
of school refoena. Tlos
tudeled t) the organisation of a net-work of
Juwgowil heerberge or hostels for youth which
look to the comfirts of purties of school
children and  teachers in their constant

chunce in the atti-

Journeys throu hout the country.  School
journevs form  an  important item  of
the school programme and teachers are
anxious to ygive children a chance to
“live fully in the bricf days of childhood
and vouth.” They took alvantage of tue
enth siasin fora thorough reform evinced
by the advocates of the vouth movement
and succeeded in winning over to their side
the lay public. The advocates of the school
reform cinphasized that the new teacher
must be a person with capacity for com-
radeship as well as leadership. They are
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maintaining that a folk educator shonld
not be a mere ‘‘ artisan, skilled in tricks
and devices of cliss room instruction but
shauld be a resSuvceful person  with great
spiritnal and emotional power.” Th: re-
formers do not forget thut thencw tcucher
of the proper type cannot be easily had in
large nuwbers. Their ciforts are therefore
directed towards equipping the teaching
profession for the great task. One impor-
tant constructive itcm in the new pro-
gramme ig the change in the character of
the pre war normal schools. The need for
this change will be obvious from the follow-
ing passage : ““ The teacher had been the
instrument of the ruling powers for train-
ing submissive, cflicient citizens..........
These institutions had turned out teachers
drilled in detail on the same subjects they
were to teach their pupils. There was no
place for initiative, spontaneity or incident-
al digression insuch a system.” Here-
after all teachers who mean to work in
elementary schools are to be trained in
institutions of university rank, where they
can breathe an atmosphere of intcllectual
freedom. Great importance ig attached to
general qualifications and the teachers in
elementary schools should be gradiates of
gecondary schools. In addition toobserva-
tion and actaal practice, the teachers under
training are required to visit a namber of
schools, kindergartens and social welfare
centres aud to have talks with experienced
teachers. Another 1neasure which we
should like our presidency toadopt is the
Re-education of the teacher in service, The
idea that the trained teacher hag nothing
more o learn has been abandoned and the
impoi'tance of the training-in-service is
frequently pointed out. Secveral voluntary

organisations such as the institute Jur
wn-service Tratneny  for teachers ‘have
been  organised which convene meet-
ings and avrange for courses of lectureg
covering a wide range of subjects. The Ger-
man teachers set a high valpe on professional.
training and equipient for work and even
senior teachers rush to attend the courses:
though neither increase in remuneration:
not transfer to a more congenial work ig.
ever held out. The “ Society of Friends of
Tiducational affairs in the Fatherland”’ i&
a voluntary organisation of teachers. . Tt
owns a library with provision for conference
rooms, The reference department and the
loan section of this society meet the. needs
of a large number of teachers. -It.has been
running a journal for the past fifty years,
and it is placing before the teaching. pro-
fession all available iuformation. . The
re-cducaty n of the teacher-in-service - ig:
also sccured through the formation of what
are known as “ Activity groups o,r_"‘;stu_dj‘@
clubs.”” DPersons interested in an educg~
tionul problem meet together frequently;
discuss the different aspects, and try to
arrive at results. These “activity groups ',
which are not mere “ listening groups "
have valuable results to commaunicate to
the Iiducational Journals, S

The race «f New Teacher that ig being,
established in the German rcpublic hag g
great future. The tcachers in Germany-
who have brought about this remarkable,
change have enhanced the prestige  of the
teaching profession and their selfless work:
should make an eloquent appeal to teachers:
in other countries. Tt is for the teachers in
south India to do their duty. What ls
immediately needed to stir up the a.pa,thetici

teachers is efficient library service ‘which
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will bring to their notice the vast strides
in education that other countries have been
making. We appeal to teachers in Madras
to take advantage of the opportunities
which the Madras University library offers
and to rouse the enthusiasm of their com-
rades in the moffusil. We commend to the
notice of teachers the book of New Educa-
tion in the German republic’’ by Alexander
and Parker.
*

Registration of Teachers :

At the last Provincial Educational Con-
ference held at Palghat it has been resolved
that a sub-commitfee of the South India
Teachers’ Union be formed to frame a code
of professional conduct for teachers and to
organise & Registry of Teachers submitting
to this code. The objects of the Union, as
stated in its rules, provide for the Registra-
tion of teachers. The importance of this
question will be admitted when it is found
that the Teachers’ Associations in Great
Britain representing all grades of teachers
have devoted considerable attention to this
$opic for over 60 years. The names of such
distinguished persons as Sir John Lubbock,
Dr. Gladstone, Liord Francis Herney, and
Dr. Playfair happen to be associated with
the consideration of this topic. The history
of Registration in Great Britain is really
the history of the growth and development
of education and one can at this distance
of time look back with some amusement
oa the condition of secondary schools in the
nineteenth century and on the conflict
between the different grades of teachers.
I8 can give no little satisfaction to
those teachers who have been in the
thick of the battle that their efforts should
have finally borne fruit. The Institution

of the Royal Socicty of Teachersis a public
recognition of the place which the teaching
profession has come to occupy in the sphere
of education. .
We ure publishing elsewhere an adap-
tation of the stirring appeals which the
National Union of Teachers has been
regularly issuing with a view to bringing
all qualified teachers under the Register.
These appeals speak for themselves and
the teachers of South India cannot
afford to remain indifferent any longer. It
18 our intention to set apart a few pages in
our journal every month and to furnish
information regarding the necessity for
registration. Our readers may be aware that
Sir John Lubbock introduced in 1881 a bill
for the Organisation and Registration of
Teachers in Intermediate Education in
England and Wales. The term * Inter-
mediate Education” was described in a
negative manner and it excluded the
public schools and the clementary schools.
While the idea of Registration was accep-
table to all, criticismm centred round the
exclusion of teachers of elementary schools
from the Register and the provision for the
inspection of schools. A Bill which sought
to include under its provisions several unre-
lated questions could not be expected to
have smooth sailing. The opinion of an im-
portant section was that the teaching pro-
fession should be treated as one single body
and that there should be no line of demar-
cation. The case for the urgency of and
the necessity for, Registration was clearly
presented by Dr. Gladstone and Sir John
Lubbock on the occasion of the Conference
of the Teacher’s Association held in Feb-
ruary 1881. Dr. Gladstone said “ What
we want is, that the good teachers should
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know that their position is fully recognised

and the public should also know to whom

they can safely entrust their children. It

is proposed that this object should be

attained by somewhat the same means as

in the other professions” Sir Tohn Lubbock

who was present on invitation to explain

the scope of the Bill took care to emphasise

the importan-e of registration and said

“ Ag regards the Registration of teachers,

......... the teaching profession is almost the

only one }vhich has no recognised status or

o rganisaticn or any mode of registration.

The other great professions, Lawyers and

Doctors, have been registered, and there

geems to be no difference of opinion, what-

ever, though, of course, there are some

draw backs—that that is an advantage not
only to them but also to the public. I
think we are beginning to feel that the
profession of teachersin this country is
gecond in importance to none. The func-
tions which teachers have to perform are as
important to us as those of any other body
of men, and it is desirable that the public
ghould have the opportunity of ascertaining
what the qualifications of the different
members of the profession are.” We trust
that teachers will acquaint themselves.
with the literature on Registration and
co operate with the committee of the
g I.T.U. in its attempts towards the
preparation of the Register.

AN

Educational Conferences in Englarnd

In England Local and sectional Con-
ferences are being held at all times in  the
year but the Xmas is thc Conference season
and next in importance is liaster. Once
every year almost all the important educa-
tional associations of England and Wales

7

meet together in the spacious hall of the
University College of London. The Con-
ference lasts generally for about a week;
but there are only two or at the most three
plenary sessions. Thereis of course the
Inaugural meeting when some important
person addresses the assembly and then
each association holds its own special meet-
ing and discusses 1ts spezial problems. On
some other day, one important subject is
chosen for discussion and three or four
eminent educationists who have made a
special study of it are requested to open
the subject and it is followed by a general
discussion and the Chairman of the Con-
ference sums up his general impressions on
the subject as discussed.
From the latest report available to us
in the University Libr:ry (for the Con-
ference held in 1929) we see that the Right
Hon’ble the Earl of Liytton gave the
inaugural address and dealt at length with
the educational system of Bengal. The
subjeet discussed at the Joint Conference
was ‘‘ Influence on Examination in Edu-
cation”’. We also learn that 51 educational
associations tock part and excluding the
Tnangural mecting and the Joint Conference
there were 35 meetings at which 43
subjects were discussed. Those who are
interested to know further details may
order a copy of the full report from the
Conference Secrctary at 29, Godown
Square, London W, C. 1. @ 4s. 6d. a copy.
Our object in writing about this is to
scc whether we have anything to learn from
onr linglish bLrethren in the matter of
educational Conferences.
Our Conferences last ;encrally for two
days, sometimes three days and very little
is done on the first day cxcept the cere-
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