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RURAL ADM!NISTRATION IN THE PAST-

By DR. S. KRISHNASWAMI AYYANGAR, M.A. PH.D.

Vol. VI August-September 1931,

We bave indirect hints in inscriptional literature relating to the
Pallava and the Chola rule which afford abundant material for forming

. a correct idea of local administration as it obtained in the Tamil

country in the past. From what we see of the organisation for local
administration under the Pallavas themselves, we may be clear that
these institutions must have had a long anterior vogue reaching back
to distant beginnings, and it is impossible to believe that the institu-
tions constituting the local administration could have sprung into
existence Athena-like in her full panoply of dress and accoutrement.

It would be just as well to confine ourselves to a few chosen
localities with a view to projecting a picture—a fairly complete pic-
ture—of what actually the rural institutions were by means of which
the administration was carried on in localities away from headquarters,

One such locality is the village named Uttaramallur now in the
Madurantakam taluk of the Chingleput district: It was known in
those days as Uttarameruchaturvedimangalam, a Brahmin village, but
still a large enough village, possessed of all the features of a compara-

~ tively fairly fu'! sized town with the adjuncts of numbers of temples,

wards, dependant villages, tanks, roads, efc., in fact all the appurten-
ances of a really typical town, the government of which would at once
give an idea of a complicated rural locality., Uttaramallur in her best
days was a village with twelve dependant bamlets and divided into
thirty wards for the purpose of efficient government. The government
wase, a8 the nearly hundred inscrip.ons in the locality give us to
understand, in the hands of a powerful assembly, or the Mahasabha,
composed of all the male inhabitants of the village, even including the
young men and the old men, who were generally excluded from holding
administrative offices of the locality. They bad the complete control
of the administration and everything that had to be done by way of
adininisiration, or administrative work in the willage had to be done
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under their direction and on the instructions laid down by them gene-
rally. What they had really to administer are indicated as being ownars
- of all unoccupied lands on hehalf of the town, and they had power to
dispose of these uncccupied and unappropriated lands as they pleased
for various purposes that may arise from time to time. They made
provision for the laying out of the land and bringing them under agr-
culture, dividing them into large plots end into smalier fields, providing
tbem with facilities for irrigation, and seeing to it that they were also
provided with suitable approaches, both for pecple and caitls to move
about and for conveyance to carry produce from the fields and perhaps

‘carry tu the fields what may be required for the purpese of cultivation.
They provided for irrigation channels, and they even bad to manage
large irrigation tanks from which water was drawn for the purpose of
irrigating the whole area comprised within the contrcl cf the village.
In almoest everything that they did, they acted ‘nccpendm-*ly cf any
reference to the headquarters, eitber on their own initiative, or in
regard to matters to which their attention was drawn by the subordi-
nate bodies which worked under them. Even where royal cificers
appeared and the members «f the royal family themselves had to inake,
say, gifts to temples, they had to adept the samo -procedura of pa<sing
tLrough this great assembly for the acqms.txon of lands and arrarging
for their gift. Even in the disposal of the ‘gifts in the various ways

in which donors wanted them should be made, they bad to meet with

approval of this assembly, and in fact it is this assembly that laid down

the details of how even these gifts should be disposed of from persons

other than themselves. The administration therefore we may say,
was completely in the hands of this Mahasabha, which sometimes des-
cribed itself as Perumkuri Mahasabhai, which could be translated “the
Makasabha with the great seal.” ‘

For purposes of administration, this Satha either from a.mong
themselves or otherwise ¢reated a certain number of smaller bodies.

These bodies were in clarge of various depaitments of administration

in general, and conducted them as a suboidinate administrative autho-
rity under the direction of this general assembly. The Committégs
“mentioned are :— >

Samvatsara Variyam, the ccmmittee for administration for the

‘ year
Totta Variyam, the con mittee that looked after gardens,

"Eri Variyam. the commitiee that looked after irrigation tanks. Eei
Kalani Variyam, the committee that locked after the cultnabfe
*‘flelds, :
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Pancba Vara Variyam, the significance of which is not quite clear.
It seems to be the committee that lcoked after tle affairs of the village
day by day through the year, probably an account and audit commitioe.
Karakku Variyam, the accounts committee, Kalinga Variyam, the
co.mmittee that locked after sluices and Tadivari variyam, the ,com-
mittee that looked after roads, etc. In another record we get the new
Kudumbu variyam, meaning the committes that looked after the
cultivating inhabitants of the village. Then there are the
Brahmans, who constituted a separate unit by themselves
and managed their own affairs more orless in a general sort of way
and had a distinct place in the general assembly. The division of the
committee of cultivable fields into two, gives us clearly to understand
that if the work of a single committes proved too heavy; the assembly
did not shrink from creating several committees to rr-me;.nage one and
the same department. Much more therefore could be inferred that, as
new departments called for spacial attention, they could create c,orn-
mittees for each new department, so that the number of committees
;.hat atre created would depend upon the comphca.ted interests of the
ocaiity

As a matter of fact, these administrative village units which afe
called Kurrams, constituted a certain number of villages thrown to-

- gether and forming something like a union in modern times. Large
v llages constitute Kurrams by themselves and are usually described

as Tarkurram in inscriptions, The Uttramerur was a Tarkurram:
other instancss, such as Takkolam, Ukkal. )

As already stated practically”all the inhabitants of the
village even including those that were particularly young
and those that were very old formed part of the geaneral
assembly, while, in the constitution of the committees, the
were usually excluded, The election procedure is clearly on rc;coru z
connection with this particular locality. The procedure seems to ha\;e
been revised and brought up to date in two inscriptions issued by the
Chola Emperor Parantakam the 12th and 14th year of his reign res.
pectively. But then it does not appear to have been 1mpo=ed upon the
mhabltants of the locality by fiat of royal suthority. When the docu-
ment was received, the general assembly met to discuss the document ’
and it is when they approved of it that it became the ruls of the Iocahty:

For the general committees, the usual practice was that thegeneral
fissembly met and put down on slips of writing material the names of
individuals in each ward who were eligible for bolding office as memb .
of the commitiees concerned. All these names were bundled up w?:;
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a covering docket for each particular ward. In a general election. the
assembly came together in the usual meeting place wherever possible,
a b'g temple hall. The priests were all of them put in their pluaces.
The senior most priest took charge of the bundle and brought in a pot.
He turned it upside down to show that it contained nothing, and, hav.
ing dene this, he united the bundle end put into it all the tickets in
the presence of the assembly standing in the middle of it, so that every-
body may see what he was doing. A young boy was chosen from the
assembly and he was asked to take cut one ticket st a time which the
chief priest received, read out the name to himself ard passed it on to
the Madhyasta, who read it out to the assembly. Thus thirty members
were elected of whom the number for the general management was
taken out by the choice of those who had already been members of a
committee and hai acquired some administrative experience by being on
one or other of these smaller committees. In regard to thes other
com.nittees, they made the choice on the basis of the qualifications
requiredfor the work. This part cf the work therefore was done by verbal
expression of opinion as the dccuments say. The circular then lays down
as a general rule that those were to be entitled to a place on the
assembly or on the commiitees as a necessary prliminary who were
- general!ly educated and were of good character, They must be either
owaners of a quarter of veli of land, about an acre and a half, or must
be learned in one Veda and capable of expounding thoroughly one of
the Sastras. It was already pointed out that those that held the office
in the previcus year wers to be excluded. But Lere is a general
qualification that those that held office during the last three years were
to be excluded from the particular committees. Those who had heouses
built on sites of their own were eligible for offices. So also cne
possessed of one-eighth of a veli of land, and at the same time Wwas
- Dssessad of an amount of learning just inferior to the qualifica'ions by
learning otherwise imposed, are also eligible. Then there is a schedule
of disquilifications, They were not to be eligible for the next year
who defaulted in the work in the previous year.  Not merely that, all
their relations of the first degree were to be excluded from the
privilege of holding "coffice. Those that had shown themselves to: be
incompetent, those that had been addicted to the ordinary vices, such
as drink, theft, etc., were to be excluded altogether. Those whao were
generally foclhardy or otherwise guilty of acts of rashness were to be
avoided. Those that committed proh:bited acis were regarded ‘as
sinners and were to be kept cut for life, even though they should
expiate for the sin in accordance with the principles of the Sastfxﬁs.
For a village like Uttaramerur consisting of 12 hamlets and 30 wa; ds’

-

Aug.-Sept. 31 Rural Administration 147

ach ward, thus making 3). From out of these, 2

one was chosen for e

committees of 12 and one of six were nominated. .If more ()oxrl'r:fr o
tad to be appointed, this could be duns by electing another sh:tk ¢

irty. .
; }[’n the Tondamandalam to waich Uutaramerur bdonged‘, hhe1 ne::
higher division to the Kurram was tbe' Komaéx} a?nd thfa sti é;ilé
div.sion was the Mandalam or the province. Similarly in thed d
country, the divisions were the Mandala, the Nadu or‘ Valgna uﬂ?n
the Kurram or the sub-division. Throughout the empire e\'lher 250
divisions themselves or divisions of a similar cbaracter cbtained.

There were as many as eight Mandalawms.

s

The revenue administration was entirely in the hands of t.he a;'-
sembly. They exercised also compa ratwely']arge powers in t 'o
ord nary criminal administration and even in rgspect of hene.o;s
ofences. It was they that had to decide as to the guala,'ahbough punish-
ments in the case of heavy offences werte ﬁi.xed acc.ordmg to law by the
king. The police work, the work of protecticn against thefc. and robbe1"y
was also provided for by the assembly by meaus of a commntee,. who§o
function seems to be to Lok after the roads ar.xd perha'ps provide for.
protection. Thers was the v.llaze official Vt?m, a man in charge of the.
highway and in certain inscriptions we are' gn'ren the term Mukh:avattl
for an official at the headguarters, as if t(? indicate he was the chxef‘ of
those who were in charge of road protection, a sort\;f .an Inspeq;or-
General of Police. The lands were very carg»fully dxv.lded, rlacsifiad
according to quality in a number of classes. But 9therw1se lands were
laid out 1n plots and n Uttaramerur, “the plots seem to bave. beez;
divided by the general roads on one side and oblong bunds '“”T_’f?,‘i‘
right angles all to. on? side of the ‘road cn the other, coustildiing
Padahams of 240 kulis each normally. Those large ﬁeld§ of tba:t extent
and each large plot was nuw.nbered arithmeticaliy into s:n . ma.n-v
Padahams and the plots were usua\ly:named from the small 1rr}ga_t19n
canal from which it drew water. As rr:any as tv'venty of these
irrigation canals are mentioned in this parhc\ﬂar. A}o.caht.y.l W'hatev?r
was the condition of the lands at tbe criginal dlstnbgtmn, wWhenevgs
land was required for certain purposes, it bad to be picked .up from
various parts of these divisions and pus tqgether to vconstztute one
parcel of the required quantity. Tn?ts single parcel was called by the
technical term ‘Puravu’and there was a departme'n’t of a(fCOllnts at the
headquarters wiich had charge of the ‘Pur‘avuvan,, that .ls %he tax due
upon the land on the basis of tLis unit or ‘Puravu co'nsr:smg of bits .
of land scattered over various localities, but still constituling une indi-
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vidual property paying a certain quantity of the tax, The division of

the land waa carried to a point of nicety, lands being calculated to the
minute toint of 1/52,428,80000 of & veli or land, which would werk out
to something like 1/50,000 of a squure inch. In the ‘Puravu’ register
was entered whatever was due from the land according to the original
arranzement. This is whatis known as ‘Kanikadan”;. sometimes on
cultivation and at the time of taking reverue, which the village authoe-
rities did. Diffarerc2s were discoverable., Sometimes mere was taken,
sometimes {es<; thorefore there is an entry ‘*Iraikatinalu’, that is, the
actual tnx paid. )

In Utisramerur, there was a big tank, viz., the Vairamega Tataka,
with as many as twenty irrigation channels, which carried its water to
the fields. The tank had to be kept in repairs. A certain number of
boats even were maintained for taking out the silt and throwing it up
on the tark bund. They had provision for keeping a margin of land all
round, a comparatively narrow margin free from cultivatinn and
debarred from beint enalnsed by any private owner. For the mainte-
nance of this margin of land and for the repairs of boats provision was
made from time to time by the assembly itself or by individuals so
minded, and these were made over to the tank committee, whose
funciion it was to keep the tank in repairs,

Similarly there was a roads committee whose funetion it was to
keep charge of the roads and look after them. There is an interesting
record where a road going near the tank beccome water-logged and so
miry that if was not fit for any class of human beings to make use of
and even useless for cattle. It required an elaborate process to make
the road of uniform width and bring it back into condition. This was
done efficiently according to the record by the great men in charge of
the roads from funds placed at their disposal. Other committees
similarly are mentioned also.

Thus we see that with a Mahasabha at the head composed praéti-
eally of all the male inhabitants of the village, the administration was
provided for by means of a number of committees according to need
and the administrati)n was carrie! on to the minutest detail. Men
and women alike, the wall-to-do and not so well-to-do, all of them
seem to hava borne their responsibility cheerfully and contributed
towards the succass of the admimstration, which, it n-ust be remembered
was not always unifor.nly successful and was not free altogether from
incidents of an uwsatisfactsry character, ruch as misfeasance, iniier-
fect perfornanes of duties, ecalling for punishment and rectification.

But from what appears in these record:, it seems to have been, on the
whole very : uccesiul.
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The raral institutions that were described above DIS“Iailed 1:1 the
whole wide extent of the Chola, whole of the territory of L:q‘e Pa.’:jizili
empire including in it a3 it did a considarable part of the fe:,..‘t:;e.ry
of the Cheras, the greater rart of what is‘to-day I«Is'sare,an‘d‘a uuli_bl ”;
able extent even of the Telugu country, a]ihoug‘!.; the Temgu.cl.un m‘
still retained its ind viduality as a kingdom subumxrzate‘ to t‘:‘xe m:perth
power of the Choelis, and the same arrangements confinued u:me; ‘he
Pandyas who established an ~ascencdancy througbout the whoie o' d:
thirteenth century practically. When Vijayanagat supervejned; 1tm\d
not in‘erfere with the local admirniztration as suc}:f arzd. 1‘2 shu ed
up the provinces by redistributing them amon; .11;5 Y;caross anl
Governory, so that we may take it that tbhe adminisiraiion of rura

localities persisted.

VILLAGE PANCHAYATS IN MADRAS-

We have peruzed with interest the report of Mr. T. G. Rut"m‘erfcrd
C.1. K., 1. C. S., Inspector General of Pancharvats on the worxm‘i of
the village Pancharats in the Presidency during the year endicg
Marech 31, 1930, Seven hundred and thirty-three new panchayats vs'rsm
constituted during the year under review against 645in .t-‘le previcus
year. Two bundred and thirty-one panchayats were abolished alnd 28
were re-constituted with altered juriediction. The tc_stal nu!gner of
panchayats stood at 3,756 at the close of the year, against 3.:28~ at tl'le
end of the previous year, the increase being specially ncticeable in
Trichinopoly (75) and Chingleput (70). In Madura, however, the;
panchayats decressed substantialiy from 72 to 44. The number ©

_ panchayat unions or as:ociations increased by 2.

Six hundred and ninety-five elections were held inall dur'mg the
year, at which 4,463 panchayatdars were elected. Adi-Dravidas “nd
Adi-Andhras were directly represonted on 154 panchayats.

13 anlloa_

So far as information is available, 10,318 meetings werce hm: colls
tively during the year by 1,274 panchayats; as against 10,175 he%% by
1,181 panchasats curing the previcus year. Thirty panf:hayauaars
woere removed from offie for persistent default in attendgnce.

One thousand two hurdeed and sixty panchayats maintained 1,236
schools with the aid of Government grants and 3534 panchayat.s have
now their own school hnildings. Cnompulsery edneation Was‘m force
in 4 panchayat areas and during the year prcposals for star?xr.lg. cotn-
pulsory educaticn in another area in Ramnad district were 1mt1atedi
tut thay had not yet teen completed by the end of March, So far~a.§
information is avezilable, 191 panchayats cleared prickly-pear, 130
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attended to lighting of their villages, 99 maintained regular sanitary
staff.' .2 planted trees, 509 maintained libraries. 555 undertook th;
provision of improved waler-supply and 396 communications, 64 pancha-
yats carried out kudimaramat, 2 managed irrigation while 9 undertook
the management of crops protection, and the collection of fees due to
the watchers, 29 panchayats managed markets and 71 maintained or
contributed to the maintenance 0f tank watchmen. As in previous years
certain panchayats undertook the management of religious festivals
repairs to the teniples and management of religivus service samudayar;
lands with ths consent of the general body of villagersb During th
audit it was found that some of these expenses were met.from eg ‘;
revenues of the panchayat as well as from income handed overg ne‘r;
cally for the purpose, and panchayats so doing were informed tl?p:i;l‘.
sbqu!d not be done. Thirtyfive panchayats exercised powers of :u .
vision and management over board schools. The main directiope'r-
which panchayats have been active, apart from managing schools ‘n Tn
improving their viliage communications and water-supply. e

Un(’ier communications the expenditure has chiefly been on th
conversion of cart-tracks inte feeder roads to the District Board e
Taluk Board roads including in the deltas expensive metallin and
r»uction of small bridges and culverts over streams and cbannélg, ;;Jnst.
water-supply, construction of new wells, deepening of existins. nder‘
clearing silt and deepening of tanks long neglected by thg ;vells,
Boards through lack of funds, and construction of steps to te k e
channels wors the main items undertaken by panchayats Attae;n o
induce panchayats to siart small protected water-supply 'systemmpts to
not successful though many panchayats made provision fr e
own funds for watching over drinking water tanks, om tllglr

Tho number of panchayat schools at ths beginning of the »
1,190 and provision was made for a total number of 1,412 sin lyear was
panchayut schools and 286 additional teachers, The I’Jumberg()?-teacher
yat scliools at the end of the year was 1,286. Grants for u pancha.
were entirely withdrawn during the year for inefficienc ;cbOOIS '
found not po:sible 10 organize satisfactory panchayats in cez’_‘; l1; was
whero schools were wanted and hence the fuil Drcvis‘{on ral areas
utilized. was not

The total number of pupils on the registers at the engd o L
in panchavat schoals was 41887 and the average attendar ca w ‘e Year

aking 90 per cert of the pupils on the rcll, Cus of the t;»t 135 12408
of pupils 4.767 were girls and 4112 wers Adi.Dravidac fp number
actual expenditure on teaching grait for tle year wasnlln:s 22; :6(5);83[

<s. 2,56,465.
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and on equipment grants was . Rs. 24,930-8. Many panchayats failed
to supply equigmant and draw grant during the year and the R gistrar
General bad tosurrender Rs. 10,000 out of an equipment grant of Rs.
31,200, Considerable progress was made during the year in enfercing
the minimum standard of teachers’ qualifications. District Educa-
tional Otficers co operated efiectively in imp:oving the panchayaf
schools.

So far as information is available, cut of a total income of Rs. 7.48
lakhs realized by panchayats during the year, coatributlions from
Government amounted to Rs, 3 lakhs and those from district and taluk
boards to Rs. .39 lakh, Taxes and fees brought in Rs. 1.14 lakhs, the
revenuse derived from sources of income transferred by local boards was
Re. .39 lakh and from these transferred by Goverrment Rs .27 lakk, Ths
total expenditure amounted to Rs. 7.25 laks of which Re, 20 lakhs was

- spent on ofiice establishment and contingencies, 1.38 lakhs on roads and
pathways, 1.95 lakhs on education, .34 lakh on sanitaticn and medical
relief and Rs. 1.25 lakhs on water-supply.

During the year, the officers of the Revenue Department inspected
and checked the accounts of 1,357 pancheyats. No gross errors or
misappropriations were brought tolightbutit was observed thatin many
cases there was considerable scope for improvemeant. The audit had
also the effect of stirring up many panchayats to activity as a result of
the threat of abolition or dissolution issued to them.

The ‘Madras Village Panchayat Bulletin’ continued tobe published
during the year, but as it was working at a loss, its publication was
stopped after the close of the year. : \

Information has been furnished in the report under review, only
in respect of 1,670 panchayats out of a total of 3,756, which existed at
the end of the year. Since the close of the year, the Madras Local
Boards (Amendment) Act. 1930, which repealed the Madras Villagae
Panchavats Act of 1920, and brought alt panchayats within the ambit
of the Madras Local Boards Act, 1920, came into force. The reports
of the village panchayats have hereafter to be embeodied in the Adminis-
tration Reports submitted by District Boards, It is- hoped that full
informeation will be furnished therein of all panchaya’s woriing in
individual distriets.

As obsarved by Government in their review of the repcrt of the
Inspector-General of Panchayats, substanstial imrrovemsnt hes been
effected by panchayats in the matter ofiecucation, ccmmunications ani
watersupply and to that extent we are glad to rote Parnctayuts have
shown themselves equal to the responsitillties entru:ted to them. But
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their respensibilities do not end there. If the village communities
sheuld ence more be self contained units as in the past, the Villags
Panchayats should make themselves more useful and self sacrificing
and to the extent they show themselves eager to work for the good of
the village community and evince capacity to satisfactorily discharge

the duziics cntrusted to them, to that extent more powers will deubtless
be Lauged i thew.

MADRAS CROP REPORTS,

(From the Director of Agriculture)
SUGARCANE

(On an average of the five Years ending 1928-30, the area under
sugarcane in the Madras Presidency has represented 3.6 per cent of
the total area under sugarcane in India):—

The area planted with sugarcane up to the end of July 1931 is
estimated at 101,500 acres against 100,350 acres in the corresponding
date of last year. . .

The condition of the crop is generally satisfactory,

The wholesale price of jaggery per candy of 500 Ib. is reported to
bave fallen as compared with the prices reported in January. The
present pricos are Rs. 35 to 40 in Kurnool, Trichinopoly, Ramnad,
Tinnevelly, and Malabar, Rs. 25 to 40 in South Kanara, Rs. 30 to 38 in
Cuddapah, Re, 22 to 30 in Gapjam, Kistna, Guntur, Bellary, Anantarur
the Carnatic districts, North Arcot, and Chitteor, and Re, 15 to 20 in
Vizagapatam, Coimbatore, and Madura.

GINGELLY.

(On &n average of tte five years endirg 1929.30, the area under
gingolly in tte Madras Presidency has represented 12.8 per cent of the
total area under gingelly in India):— o

The aréa shown with gingelly up to the end of July 1931 is estimated
at 332,100 acres as against 379,400 acres on the corresponding date of
last vear.  The reductionin area is about 125 per cent. Tt oceurs
mainly in Gapjam, Salem and Coimbatore and is due to want of timejj
sowing raius in May and June.

The yicld is expected to be rormal excent in South Arcof, Salerhi
Coimbuiurs irichinopcly, and Tirnrevelly where the crop was affected
by dreuzht to some extent. 5

The whcle-sale price of gingelly is reported as 10 to 12 Ip. per
rupee in Chingleput, Scuth Arcot, North Arcot, Chittoor; Trichinopoly
Tinnevelly, and 12 £5 16 1b. in otker districts, As compared with the
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prices reported in April. the price was cheaper in Kurnool, Cud'da;]x..\ab,
and Chingleput, stationary in Vizagapa‘am, South Arcet, aud Trichino- '
poly and dearer in the other districts. *

GROUNDNUT.

The area under summer or irrigated grcrlndnut in the distn;t;I of
South Arcot, Chittoor, North Arcot, and Tanjore up to the end ¢ ay
1931 is estimated at 36,0C0 acres against 7.0. 20'0 acres on ttfelco'rre;poxtlt;
ding date of last year. The large recuction 1.n area. r_nau;y u:b o;x o
Arcot is due to want of rains during the sowing period an ;ot ) a,a
in the price of grcundnut. The crop was affected by dro:g_ t to tson.xn
extent in South Arcot and Chittoor and by the attack of msech sund
South Arcot. The total yield is estimat.ed at 30,600 tons of unshelle
1uts against 62,700 tons on the corresponding date of last year.

The e:;rly creps of groundrut (mostly unirrigated) sov.m up. to tke
Vend of July 1931 in the districts of Salem and Cmmbato.re is e;tmfatedt/
at 120,070 acres against 182,000 acres on .tbe correspondxr.]g date q lasf

sar. The reduction in area is dus mainly to the fall 1.n the pnc.e: o
yroundnub. " The crop was aff-cted by the attack of I'Jaxnj catgrpnlar
ign Salem and by drought in Coimbatore. The total yield is estimated '
at 57,000 tons of unshelled nuts against 86,500 tons on the correspord-

ing date of last year.

The whole-sale price of grouncunt, unshelled per candy of 500 lb,
is reported as Rs. 20 in South Arcot against Rs, 18 to Rs. 24 rePcrted
towards the end of December 1330. The price in Coimbatcre is now

Rs. 15 to Rs. 1614. . “
A RURAL PHILOSOPHY.

In the March.Apr‘.l issue of “Rural India”, Mr. K. S. Bamaswimi
Sastri, the well-known writer and thinker wrote an. articls on, A
Rural Philosophy as a new Eirenocon™. That"has elicited tl;xe .fodo\.w-
.ing observations by the Editor of the *“Equitist”, Del Rosa: Califcrnia,
U.S. A. Mr. Ramaswami Sastri to whom Mr. Brokaw's letter was
forwarded has made some observations, We print be]qw both Mr,
Brokaw's and Mr. Ramaswami Sastri’s communications:

Lel Rosa, Cal,, U. S. A,
June 23, 1931.
i India. .
Edlt;r;elz‘;rjvlitﬁ mwuch intsrest the article by K. S. Ramaswami Sastri,
B.A., B.L., on “A Rural Philosophy as a New Eirenccon”

1 note the romark: “‘Though property as an institution is deep-
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rooted in human nature yet the ideals prevailing as regards its acqui-
sition and application will have a different ethical quality at different
" times according to the prevailing conception of human values.” Truly.

At the present time, throughout the world, it is generally taken for
granted that both natural resources (land, for instance) and human
work should be treated as property, especially when combined in
producta of human effort. That concept goes with the practice of so
flxing prices (determing the basis on which some adults shall work for
others), that a price is put on what is not human work. And itis
that idea and practice which results in some persons amaséing great
fortunes while others live in dire poverty—without the pbysical neces-

sities which are the normal foundation for high, balanced, intellectual
and emotional development.

-
But, if the peoples of tbe earth once got it clear in their minds that

only adult buman work should be treated as property—something to
“be charged for when transferred to another—arnd that all non-gift
working of some sane adults for other such persons, should be on the
basis of hour-for-kour of adult human work; then the situation would
become very different from what it is now. Natural resourcas would
be without price, whether as yet untouched by humans, or whether
forming a part of a product—as a loom. When the people have the
concept of all sane adults being equally free, they will respect each
other’s posscssion of natural resources for use; s¢ families would be
secure in their homes, It would also lead to tha abandonmsnt of the
highly crrcentratsd mode of life characterized by wodern cities; so
that a rural mode of life woull terd to bo urniversal

Sincerely,
Vaughn Bachman Brokaw. .
K. S. Ramaswami Sastri, Cuddapah,
Dt. & Sessions Judge, 10—8—1931,

I have perused with pleasure and profit tho ramarks of the Editor
of “Equitist” DEL ROS4 on my article on “A rural Philosophy as a ‘
new eirenscon”. His attitude shows how the East as well as the West
are feeling their way tywards a new orientation of social and economie
and political life. The sense of property will nevar go. Privaté
property and family life’are the bedrocks of human life, sxcept in the
case of thosupermen who live a life of renunciatior. and spirituality,
God being their only property and their only family. But the sense
of private prorerxty should ‘not lead to economic injustice or exploita<
tion or pclitical domination and tyranny. Solong as industrialism is

ramrant, there will be econcmic injustice and private fortunes on a
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colessal scale would be made by ruthlessly exploiting others., But let
us avoid excessive urbanisation and industria.lisat.io.n.. Let l'lS‘ balanc;
agriculture and industry. Let us give up imperialistic ambitions an :
not try to experiment whether the flag follows ¢rade or trade follows
the flag, Lstus bring about a life of social inter-dependeunce and
barmonious adjustment. Let us prohibit the manufacture and export
of useless and costly and devitalising. luxuries. Le.at us Preach a.nd
practise the cult of the simple life. Let us make it impossible i:or rich
men to work their money on idle and expensive and even poisonous
luxuries and to flaunt their wealth. Let us spread the gosp.el of
noblesse cblige and make the real use of wealth tobe the service of
the poor. . The rich man alone will be honoured ?vho spends‘ the
most money on the uplift .of the poor.  If this is done, pnva‘te
property will not be amassed on a stupendous scale. . Th.ere will
be less inequality of fortunes. The rich men will vie \iv1th each
other in serving the poor. All will find true happiness not
in piling up wealth and in spending it but in meditation on the glo.ry of
God. All become equal by virtue of the possession of happmesTS.
Equality of wealth will never mean equality of happiness. That is
why mere socialism and bolshevism will never sclve the problem of
human happiness even if it can become a universal phencmenen.
T do nnt see hew we can attach the concept of price only to adult
human work and detach the coneept of prics from land er capital.
The sense of property includes all the above elerents, viz: land, politi-
cal, and labour. What I wish to make clear is that the institution of
privats property, like the institution of the family, can and will never go.
All social and industrial experimentation which ignores either will get
shattered on these rocks. But surely we can devise ideals ¢f economic
justice; we can combine agricultural and industrial effort harmoniously;
we can enter into sensible arrangements to prevent gluts and dump.
ings; we can prevent mutlal enslavement and exploitation; we can
make it impossible for the rich man to use his wealth on useless luxu.
ries and induce him to take pride in wealth as a means of service of
the poor. In ancient India, the rich men did not live diffel:ently from
the poor. They fed more men or conducted public festivals or gave
puSXic entertainments and took part in them like otliers, Money was
not a mere means of making more mouey. It was nota soldier or a
statesman or a captain of industry who was honcured as belonging to
the supreme type of life; it was the saint. Saintship was open to all
Inner happiness due to medidation is the only true happiness, and is
open to all. Bring back the super social ideal, and the social ideal wilt
right itself automatically.
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To-day America has more than one half of the world's gold.
Amernca and Europe dominate and exploit the rest of the world indus-
trially and politically. They fight among themselves in a spirit of
greed and lust for power. The whole world is out of gear and threaters
to go down in a welter of urbanisation and exploi ation.
way out or not? [ think that there is.
in the direction taken above by me.

RESETTLEMENT IN KISTNA AND
GODAVARI. |

During the recent Session of the Madras Legislativa Cou-cil, Mr. O Kulandai
Reddi, M. L. C. moved an adjournment motion to discuss the order of Governme:t
on the resettlement in Kistna and in Fast Godavari and West Godavari ‘

: Is there a
The way out seems to e to be

He said that the bureaucracy in India like the Bourbo-s would forget
everything (laughter). There werz times when the bureaucl;at'c mach neg:
her> went on grinding auvtcmatically - irrespective of the couaditions obtairiny
at different t'mes in the country and oblivious to public opin‘on ‘ang
indifferent to the circumstances. It could rot be understood that when the r :)ts of
Kistna, East and West "olavari Districts were more or less crushed under th}; dead
we ght of economic depression which was as +oprecedented as i was terrible a;d
when those ryots were under the iron grip of moncy famine and when there was a
phenomenal fall in the price of focdstuffs and other matérials, how the Government
Order enhancing the rate pf assessment could have been issued. The rates now
were increased by 1834 per cent on wet lands'and by 1214 on dry lands. It meant
an increase of 3 annas in the rupee on wet lauvds. There was also a s&ocalled con-
cession in that Government Order, viz., that on account of the present depression
one anna would be collected in the first fasli and two annas later on There
grim humour in this concession almost sardon’c when they knew that. ths :ewa:
rate was felt as an additional burden, ard that there Shou]d be a tem ey .
partial remission in the ass ssment, this was indeed a queer show of peorary-' o
The ecoiomic cond.tions in those d’stricts were most deplorable. He woulf tl:;:os{t'y'
div sion in Kistna district, viz, Gudivada Divison, which was once the arde °n°f
the district where the land once flowed with milk and honey. The con:iit;gion e:hot
obtained now in that division were that all distincti(;ns of rich an'd poor amoz tg
people were obliterated. Some rich people had gone insolvent, others were b‘ordir' .
on insolvency and the third section was simply keeping up appearances, The so‘:vg
cars who in the piping days of prosperity had flourished there, that s;uecie* we .
now dead as dodo The {ate of this species was unenviable. Money was ne*?ied ;’9
them, but there was none to pay them. There was no morey to repay ihe d::‘\t‘f 'Oyf'
course there were people who were willing to off:r their lands to the sowcavr; fo
repayment;of debt but the latter was loath to accept the lands, because agricﬁltur:
had become an unremunerative profession. The crops in the fields could not be
properly cultivated, because the cr ditor was hunting for the cultivator to get back
his money. Such was the positioa of the ryots in Gudivada, once a riex place. | .

A rich ryot of this place had stopped row using his car for fear of piirol
expenses; that ryot had stopped row going to Madras, to which he was a
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frequent visitor on grounds of econory (laughter); he had also stopp2d
the givirg of additional food to the plough cattle oa account c¢f financial
strirgercy, though Mr. Holdsworth,” the Special Settlement Cificer had laid thke
dictum that the ryots gave no extra feed at all. A richman who has given a loan
of Rs. 7,000 in a village, was badly in need of Rs. 700. Even that Rs. 700 could not
be had. On % e other band the debtor was willing to part with the land.
Wheuw such was the condition in a fairly prosperous place, they could fancy the fate
of the ryots in Godavari District.

Proceeding Mr. KULANDAI REDDI referred to the history of the resettlement
question in Kistna and Godavari districts. In the last settlement there was, he said,
an increase of 30 per cent in assessment when the resettlement was approaching, a
special officer was appointed to enquire into the question, That enquiry was a hole
and corner affair so far as the public was concerned, Whatever information that
officer might have gathered, it was confined to Government servants alone. That
officer, Mr. Ho'dsworth, made certain proposals. But in the last Council, a resolution
was passed to the effect that a non-official comuwittee must be appointed to investigate
into the economic conditions of this district. Tne Committee was presided over by
Mr. Arogyaswami Mudaliar. The Committee toured the districts and gathered first-
hand information directly from the ryots and framed a voluminous report. That
report was submitted to the Government and the Government in its . coduness for-
warded it to the Board of Revenu« for criticism,

They all knew what the Board of Revenue was. It was a superfluous and waste
body which indeed long ago had given up to pay heed to public opition or to the

_ opinion expressed on the floor of this Council. The Board sat tight over the report

and in the end criticised it part by part. Again the Council by a thumping majority
passed a resclut’on to the effect that the resettlement proposal must not be given
effect to. They fondly boped the Government would stay its hands. Butin July last
one fine morn ng they were rudely awakened by the present G. O. It came {rom the
cool heights of Ooty and fell like a bomb-shell on the ryots. It created an uproar
amor g the ryots and agtatcd their mirds. People gathered in conferences and
protested against the increased enhancement. ‘When people wera wondering how to
pay even the prescnt rate of assessment and were deeply thinkicrg how to get
over the present economic depression, -this calamity in the shapeof a G. O befell
them. Iathis G. O. there was not a sing'e point referred to by the Committce, which
the Governnent thought worthy of consideration. The Government had shown a
sngular disregard to the opinion of noa-official members ard had treated them with
ridicule and contempt. Did the Government consider that all wisdom was concentra-
$2d with their officers cr with “old lady of the Chepauk Palace and the Revenue
S-cretary? (Launghter) He wou'd ask the Government whether the non-oflicials,
who formed the Committee, were a pack of imteciles or bab es at breast, (Laughter )
Mr. Arogyaswami Mudalir had spent most of his time in Government service. The
Committce report contained a wealth of information, statist cs and valuable
suggestions. Was it seriously suggested that there was not a single point worthy of
note deserving consideration?  as the Government right in saying that Mr. Holds-
worth won the prize and that he deserved patting onthe back?If such was ths
treatment given to non-official members, what was the good in rema’ning in the
Council?

Whzt he desired to state in copclusion was this. They had been
groaning for over & decade under heavy taxation and they had reiterated
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on a rnumber of occasions that the principle of taxat'on and resettlement

questions should be discussed and sett'ed oa the anvil of legislature and put into
statute book. That cry kad been a cry in the wilderness. If the Government was
rot really convinced about the conclusions of the ron-official report let them
constittute an impartial committee consisting of officials and non-oficials presided
over by a High Court Judgs and they would be glad to abide by the decis'ons arrived
at by the committee. His present request to the Government was to susperd the
operat’ons until the termination of the present econcmic depression. That was a
very modest request, otherwise the ryots would be thrown iuto the arms of Non-co-
operators, civil disobediencists, and no tax campaigners. *I appeal {o the Govera-
ment.”” He concluded by saying, “to suspend the operations of this G.O. and to
comply with the request of the council and think of enhancement when piping times
of peace and prosperity will dawn again. Otherwise the Government should be
prepared to meet not ove Bardoli but many Bardolis in this pres deney. For the sake
of the gcod name of the Goverament, for the sake of peace aad prospzrity of this
presidency and for the contentment of the people, especially ryots, I am suve the
Government would realise the relations between the ryots and themselves. The ryots
are the milch cows to the Government. TIs it wisdom ard statesmauship to kill the
goose that lays the golden eggs? I am sure the Government would comply with the
request. After all the Goverament ought not to cut the udder of the milch cow. Di-
rexly or indirectly the ryots are the basis of the main taxes, the reverue and the

cxc'se. Thops the Goverament will have the good grace to suspend the operations of
the G. O. till the present ecoromic depression is over.”

Mr.B. VENKATARAMAYYA XAIDU in seconding the motioa said that the
substance of the whole matter of the G. O, was th's. Notwithstarding the fall in
prices, the margin of profit was high and apart from all practical and other con-
siderations the Government must have its pound of flesh. The whole order breathed

a spicit of indifference towards the reeds of the ryots and showed its utter lack of

sympathy, for the ryot arnd his sufferings. The object of the Government therefore

geemed to be to exact as much as it could from the ryot though no corresponding

benefits have been conferred on the ryot. This House year after year had been ra’sieg -

vigorous protests about the introduction of the land revenue bill and its passage
into an Act. They were also insisting on the postponement of the reseitlement
schemes till after legislation. The Reverue Member in his latest reply to the
demard of the House, stated in March last that he left the matter to the new
constitution. Did it not stard to reason then that the settlement schomes also should
be postponed till then? Was it not the least possible thirg that the ryots and the
members of this IHouse expect from the Government? Then again, the Government
were fully aware of the wretched plight of the ryot population and the Governrpent'
itse'f recognised it in the G. Q. Nobody could say with ary ceTiainty now when the
priecs might rise and whea the lot of the ‘ryot might improve, Apart from the
reasonableness or otherwise of the demand, was it not reasonable and just that tte
matter should be held up till conditioss improve? The argurient adduced by the
Government that the ron-imposition of the enhanced rates gave an unfair advantage.
to these districts was hardly convineing. Tha whole point was ryots throughout the
presidency should be given protection against resettlement operations. If the rates
in other distriets were high, they should also be reduced. The Goverzment order

they would see was a most iniquitious order atd affected the Ty

ots pOpula‘t'on
mosi injuriously.
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B ™ Ol S
or aspect of .the question v}nc\ d:g’x‘sed -serigus, c(‘)rnsn'm-
t on:r?:s;ut: i?tl:v::g:\r:gt& :1?: zrocedure followed by the ‘Gofg_r’;‘ixg :‘E”_I‘AC' rian?ll:i
its ﬁra{conclusions. The House was aware, t?att' the I;c:;o?;o ;X;rsxixlxlrvi Cz;mcj,l "
) ution o is Leg
Sy ;gs?:;ssiii;i‘ge:tf::g: :)ef:‘x(::er. The Committee m'r.de it? report
"0’;‘22: t(;ljvi?-iinent instead of dealing with the matiec itgelf, submxthc;_t:e Zaf::elp
- ) a ~lusions it sought to contradict. -
o Cri‘t"Ci_sm Cf th: v}:j:ajcil(:::n::?::::acmo: up befere this Cou cil ard w as dis%ussed
the.CA'lt}vlsm V‘f;{oeu‘:: by, an cverwhelmi.g majority barring a few nou.u; at?d
o Cngh: o mbe:s pass d a resolut on in January last agreeing wiih t%e
2 Oﬁ‘fcuﬂ -fnehA E ’-i<y (ommittee and expressed its view that the rates cou'd
o tde It(l;-a‘t; after this that th: Governme:t order had been pa‘55cd.
ot b e e t.. by its orders declared that the conclusions of ity own ofiicrs
Thie(?r(x)::lrln’ssnandythat tAhe conclusion of the L gisiative Couieil were i:;orre;t;
™ ari i ad declarel more than a year ago thaip o
o J'Oint I:ar;lan:1111;adrjtecsognr:ullb;e;ehbiight under the coitrol of the Legislat.ve
tuSt'ff!S A m;esad stated, the Government d d not care to bri-g legislat'on but
o ég an:iel e;,i)r sged’it.s opnion, it ageeed with it. Was it conceivable he
:i‘:] t?lzato:ny execut ve responsible for a~y 1,-gislature coulddhave evefr dre;xm:vzi
g v ituti s mmittze ard its proceedings a farce?

b 1‘_? ’7?:jrzo:z:;:r:éot;oliet‘]:eS:ected? Should the House which cO.Astitu'jed
T e ‘gls aand the Committee itself be insulted in th's manner? Sp aking with
P Co’nﬂht;ef’ nsibil ty he could not conczive of a more ountrageous conduct of a
e IZSTtha- afforded by the presen:z instance. The truth of the mattes
Governmetxftath)\'ernrx;ent had too much faith in its 6ffi.ers, be th y rght or wrong:
:oa;?'z::r k?;x it trampled the elemeuatary rights of the memers of this House.

Messrs. V. P, Narayana Nambiar, H nishchandrudu.. Nach'iappa Gownd‘er
Mahboob Ali Beg, 8. Ellappa Chettiar U. C.S. Bhat and Kotx' Reddi su;;{poéteg the
resolution after which the Hon'ble the Rev. Member, the Hoa'ble Mr. A. Y. G. Camp-

eplicd to the debate. | .
beu';hilhon. Mr.A. Y.G.CAMPBELL then replied to the debate. He first made it
c'ear that po disrespect was meant to anybody or tha I'Iouse. He r‘epudnat.ed (Ie:ntlf-?ly
the a'lezat 01 that very little atteation had been paid to the Economic ‘nq;lrvy
Commitzee‘s report. Some members cosidered that Govex.'nment shoull vnot. hawle

ferred the report of the Committee to the local officers but it was extx:eme.y difficult

for Go ‘t at head-quarters or the Sacretariat officers who could not leavo the

For qox'ernme:ke enquiries or deal with anythirg of that kind. Even reports of

i;atlg:) vt:l Igommissio.w, were referred to local officers for th-ir opinio: bafore

Goevernznent passcd orders thereon. He would therefore assure hou: Members that

there was nothing derogatory to the Commi?tee in QOverament havmg refe.\-rej the

: r;pox‘t to the local officer of Revenu~, the Chief Engineer, etc., for their advice as to
the kind of action to be taken upon it.

The report, he continued kad been careful.y con.suiered in view of criticisms
made in the various debates on this subject and rfzsoluhmns passed in t?x(? House, and

- they bad finally decided that in the present CIrCUms?azces the decxsxox} they had
come to was the wisest. In doingso, they must take inio account the int. rests of
the future and not merely the preseat conditions. It waseasy to 'press the‘a popular
cause of never putting up additional tax but that would not be fair to their .sl.lcces-
sors, There were those who would come after them, some of them would be Ministers,

oy
- 2,0 gl_v? S M s e @
. . -
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and they would require money to car'ry out beneficial measures and if the present
Government hesitated now te do what they rcally regarded as their duty,

—v.z, to
bring iuto force the new enhan.ed rates, th ir su.

cessors might in subsequent years
blame them for not having dischs rged their duiy. They would feel this a handicap,

At the came time, he sa'd tt ey wou'd not lose 8'ght of the fact that sinie the
1esettlement report was drawn up, and since the Committee had submitted their
firdings, a considerable economic disturbarce had occurred over the whole world,
and that these three districts as well as others had been affected. It was true that
all persons had been affected and had to reduce their standard of livinz. Government
bad to retrench and to some extent far from reducirg taxation, they had o put up
taxation. All classes of’the population beside: ryots had been affected. Put the

ryots, unlike others, had not to pay income-tax. Suggestiors bad been made that
the orders passed might lead to a no-tax camrpa gn.

He hoped very s.ncore’y that
all members of the House would pause and cosider very se

riously before they took
apy step that might er courage such a ca mpaign. They themselves might or per. aps

scme of their relatives might in future be put to the necessity of carrying out mea-
sures for increasing the rates and it would be very sad indeed if that weapon of
no-tax should come into use against them. It was a very dangerous weapoa which
did not do any body any good but might lead to a very d:fficult impasse.

The main request made therefore he said was that resettlement should be sus-
perded until the ecoromic situation had improved. Ifscemed to him that this was
provided for in the G. O. itself. They had already s'ated that incrementa] remissions
would be given on certain lands in the next three years. They had also slated 'that
even there those demands would be considered at the time when collection was made
in view of the economic (unditions obtaining then.

That is as far as Government can reaso: ably be expected to 8o at rhe present
time, I can assure hon.members that we are viewing ¢

he present situat'on with the
g-eatest concern and we shall keep in yview the

pos'tion of the ryots. We realise that
he had hard tines as much as anyone else, a: d we do rot want to ma

ke the situation
vnnacessarily harsh, But there are var ous co:siderations ag important ard we will
do what we can to see that ro undue hardship is caused’.

The reso’ution was then put to the vote of the House
Th Government did not chal enge a division.

The Council thea adjourned.

and declared cartied; :

MADRAS FOREST PANCHAYATS,

Mr. A. Swaminatha Ayyar, Editor “Rural India,” and a Vicex
President of the Forest Panchayats, and Mr. A, Rajagopala Reddi,
President of the Forest Panchayatdars’ Union, Ltd. waited by appoint.
meat on Mr, A.R. Cox Esq., M. A. LC. S., Member, Board of
Revenue, Land Revenue and Settlement, in charge of the subject of .
Forest Panchayats. A written memorandum was presented hy the’
deputation, extracts from which are given below. Mr, Cox recaived the%
members of the deputation courtecusly and kindly promised to consider’
the matters deal: with in the memorandum:— N )
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hayats
pt. ' Madras Forest Panc
Aug. Sept. 31

—————

i d helpisin
first bject on which we seek your advice an
b e oxt nchayats.
:d to the next Conference of Torest Pa o and Torest
- on after the special gtaff was en erco AT
AN we‘re orgau.sed, e idea of hold:ing a Con
Pancoayals

th
=3 o a 2 n h © (l
e o the Panch 9ats a d iho kﬁ(:B[S (‘,()n“e(;'e w
bave su gethd ltg lf t ”l 1

s in the Chingleput District. formed
the mbvemm}t. Fores'trlja::;)aiztdbelrn its auspices, a provincmdh C(;r:;
themselves T Ugl(’)dapat in 1924, of representatives of PancKay
ferenes Wﬁ.s he!d ath‘ aklx they ,were then fanctioning, Sir Arthur nap:,
tn the A e Kfz Government in charge of Forest:. Pa'mch.ay: ‘;
tho then e (f) ence which was held under official \nspl\)ri;(;s
presidive i Coﬁeex:deg by important officers of Government Iz;:a .
one supp‘ort was'al In his presidential address, Sir A\‘t:hurl eveﬁt
tho Dt o St.hat these Conferences would be an amnuah o th;
exmessed.tb? hopef the efforts made by the Panchfxyats to ho e
o e e ince their practical sympathy with the gz)otvevt:xards
o e W e‘tﬂ(}rovernrmant contributed a sum of Rs 5 ' o) o
i s undorsioo™ thl? Conference. In the chief Consetv?tor sf repoce
o exdp'ensés(gf Ntoel'289, (Dev. Dept.), dated 15th. July 1924, referen
printed 1n . L. R

i H The -
. .

i together those interested in the

 Gonference & sai{;dapite:::lid'\:?libf;[fnt digstrictsin the I.’resjdency at:d
Forest Péncha?a m; ideas on the importnace of the minor fc?rests Z
to disseminate Sotltn and the consequent necessity of prote(‘itmggozf-x
the rural commur’“ the gecond Conference which was beld in 192 11;
jmproving them. 4 by Lord Goschen the then Governer of Madras :n
Madras ©a2 open;r L;uhammad Usman Sahib Bahadur, Home Igemh evr.
presided over b)‘7 l ortion of the session, Dewan Bahadm.- T. Ragha ;
During the busmesshp n Member of the Board of Revenu‘e in charge o
syya, C.8.1, t.het t eres'\ded» The third Conference whlgh was held in
Forest P?nchaysa . :3 opened by the Home Member, Sir Mubammad
e '192 'hwdur and presided over by Diwan Bahadur P.Kesava
Usman Sahib Baha was a member of the Horne Committee, as the out-
Pillai C.I.LE. who naations of which the Forest Panchayatt. movement
come of the Tecomm;red«lenc:r. The fourth Conference which was held
was starte.d mg;i;awas ;)resided over by the present Chief M;mlster., the
at Ongole in 1 Babadua B. Muniswami Nayudu Garu., Thus it willbe
Hon'ble Diwan 3“.‘1 Conferences of the Forest Parchayats were held
eeen that t.hs -ann'rat‘on and auspic2s. They were utbe.nded by Govern-
under Ofﬁélal u.lspl 'nnected with or in sympathy with the mov'ement
ment officials elthel;iwhayat Officer and the special Deputy Ta.sﬂdars.
be?idgs thiymzlt:a:ld;s were enabled to compare notes regarding the
The Depu €
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actual workin Tera
availod of 1o -:g of the Forest Panchayats and their presence was
criovances fﬂ_‘ﬂ;. fzorrect information on matters conrected with the
0 : ) ith th
were made atltnh lgdu?l Panchayats regarding which Irepresentations
he Conference. In iiviti ons
. v itviting you to ki )
our / indly preside
next Conference, we are following precedents P over

l hl S a [¢] hﬂ suplecis on w 1 1 w w 1 t )
2} t'he 8 coud f 4 | L \
l d 5t R : 3 1 S RPs! 4
S 164 ) il a 181 o.1
a Iep i 'thatlon to TOL. A.t the ﬁISU COI‘xlele‘]CB. tWO
ns wer 8 & e
Iebolutl(} were pa- Eed, nd,mely, bhat a Pleb“.’ie ]CY U“ion Sl]ould be
f' t‘ AT »yn Fiy l~ CL -
B (nOte coninign v te es t a -d nug al 'elp on P 3
armea ) ) n res { mutu H am ;g ancna

) S-’lu._, a_Ad tO Dhb Ih a =
s l quart?rly JOLIH t f & organ Of the
bUl €8 Pa_vlr»ha yat lal &s ne O a !dl

ske

o . .
sy Pancasats. (,?lgigs-lfenc%, Ugwn was accord.ngly formed at
o et Conferen Enox;;} 1..‘wh.1ch it was resolved that a Journal
In three laugu: ;S‘; coat:s X Tamil and Telugu, should be issued evary
menh fo rervo a5 ntinuous record of the progress and the working
ayate, to enable Panchavatdars to exchange mnotes on ‘;Z
tes ¢

[0} kln a . ’ 4
WOr EOf P anaVata and tO p'omo'e the gelleral Welfare (i t})e

Panchay
vats and the rural community as a whole. Thes
. S8 events are

referred to in the Progress Report of the Fore
. ) st Pancba

hortion <t the 16 O-;t a‘nuary 1927, For ready reference, the relave;r’
important epochi':)th )ds extracted below:—The quarter marks ar:
Banking Uninn ofl Fofe f‘;lopment of the Panchayat movement. The
Pank and collectad a‘d $ :;:ncbayats held its first meeting, started the
in the quarier the ble'post of about Re. 6000. The Union also beg
entitlod ‘RUk;.AL PI'LI;G[&&'!on _of the Journal of Forest Pabncbavyeaatz
Paschayats, From th A Wmc.h }_"f“ found wide circulation among
b official organ of F:e v‘ery beginning, both the Union and the Journ:{
by (ho o atharitin To{re:t; Pangchayats were viewed with sympatl‘; !
oo of 1Lt F.;re‘s.t o 10 office o" the Union was accommodated in thZ |
alorost a5 part of th «lrt:ha.yats Officer where its clork was workir;v :
their toas teed to ce ;ieolllal‘ establishment. Doputy Tahsildars duri e
President of the [;mi(j i;c;ms:f:luPaénchaYats ana to semif to tgg
placed in it wi . s funds of the Panchaya
P Toroct gigc;;:y:v:th the_ Union and subseriptions to t;’a tjofltnl;?
ovoment stertod azdwdbhshed by the Union. It will bs a pity that a.
ance, a movement whi Zveloped under official inspiration and guid."
with evident pridé and q.m- a f.ormer Governor of Madras, de«crib- &
S oisation of seif »atxisfac%;xon ‘as a great experiment in t";xe' 3
ceaso Lo function } ‘g‘;""emlﬂg ms.mutions in this Presidency shoik;
restion hasvbeen or ac'k of oifficial sympatby and support. ’An i ﬁ
attendance at th growing of late among Panchayatdars that e

at the annual Conferences and subscribing to Lheiraofﬁt}cl;;

important .
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orgau, would be viewed with official displeasure. . The specia_l Poaputy
Tahsildars who might have been-taware of this feeling have done a
disservice to the movemant by not having taken steps to remove th's
impression. If we have correctly understood tbe policy underlying
the movement and the attitade of Government, wWe request that the
sympathetic treatment which characterised the beginnings of the move-
ment may continus to be vouchsafed to it

Withaview to make the Journal interesting and useful to the
Panchayats, we request that the Board may be pleased to recommend
to Government the free supply to the Editor, “RURAL INDIA” of
papers placed on the IKlitors, Table, at least papers connected w'ﬂ;h
4 other matters affecting ithe welfare of the rural
community. We further request that circualrs and general ocrders
jssuel by the Board of Revenus relating to Forest Panchayats may
also be communicatad to the Editor for publication in -RUBAL
INDIA.

A stage may very sool be reached when all the deposits in the
hands of the Union may have to be returned to the Panchayats. For
the continuance of the movement which a farseeing Government have
inaugurated and which has given promise of success, the Union and -
the Journal will still have to be continued and the annual Conferences
held. We trust that an anaual contribution for the carrying out
of these objects would be viewed as a legitimate charge on the

Panchayat funds.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The Present Economic Depression When some time 2go, wo wrote on the
subject, weo had hoped that the situation would get eagier soon. Indeed prices showed
a tendency to Tise. but that was only for a litt'e while and the stuation is as bad
as, or if anything, worse than before. It needsno reiterating that the presant slump
has affected the agriculturist, k> producer in the village, most. The price of agri-
cultural produce haz gone dowa to the lowest in living memory while the cost of
production and the wages have not, in sympathy ‘with the lowering of prices. It
is common knowledge that the ryots were hard put to pay the last kist and in
several cases they had to part with the ornaments‘ of their women folk for the
purpose of paying land Revenus. Accommdation is not forthcoming for starting
cultivation and the resourcss of the already impoverished ryots have been put to the

forest matters an

severest test.

» * * - »

Tt is no exaggeration to 58y that the present depressioa is the severest oa record
and as stated recently by an I.dian Professor of Economics, never before has India
fallen into the vortex of sucha depression. In a single year, the prices of most of
India's staple products have slumped 40 per cent. The results of the depression are
in fact catastrophic. Th2 burden of the ryo:s’ debt has become intolerable; expressed
in concrete terms, 3 loan of Rs. 100/- coniracted last year at 12 per cent interest has
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to be repa’d now with an amount equivalent to Rs 156—3—4. The situation is thus
really serious and has been randered more so by the free import of foreign products,

e. ¢. imyort of wheat from Australia,and rice from Japan, two of India’s staple
field products.

- - » . -

In such a serious economic crises both the Government and the people have ¥
clear duty to perform. Remission and part payment of land revenue, reduction of
railway freight are some of the obvious remedies which readily suggest themselves:
But these and such like remedies afford only a temporary relief. Agriculturists also
may and should organise themselve: but that will not bring immediate relief.
Government both provincial and central, might come to the rescue by setting up
marketing and other boards and sales organisations here and abroad. Reduction
of acrage under cultivatior is also recommended by some econumists. Bui
what is the ryot to do with povarty and unemployment staring him in the face.
The Indian ryots cannot turn his land to anything else and be must continue to
produce. Difficult as it is.'the only apparent remedy is the control; of marketing
and price by Government and Co-operati ve agencies.

- - - » . .

The present crisis having been caused by money femine, not famine of produce,
the remedy to be sought for are apparently other thanithose suggasted above.
Stabilisatio1 of prices by credit control which has the approval of leading economists
has great possibilities. We have just referred to it as a possible line of approach
to the solution of a problem which has been baffling statesmen and economists.

» L » »* -

Elsewhere. Fgypt which like India is an agriculiural cc;untry has been passing
through a similar s:rious ecoaomic crisis owing to the abnormal drop in the prices of
agricultural land. This is due to the foreclosures which the Bank and other creditors
are carrying out in default of payment of loan instalments by the land owners,
mostly the large proprietors. Tha result is that the current prices of good land in
the Nile Delta has fallen from £200 to a1 average of £70. There is groat fear in
conseguence that the agricultural element may become dispossessed.

* * » * »*
In Australia. A settler in Woonnieburg, in the Malle District of Victoria was

‘recently in financial difficulties owing to fall in prices, and a sale was conducted by ‘

the mortgagees. Nine shillings for two motor cars and five chickens: one shiiling

for a bull; five shillings for a player piano and. five shlliings for a Dbilliard table;
‘these were the prices offered and acceptid at the auction sale. Neighbouring settle:s
attended the sale in force and by arrangement there was no compei tion in the
bidding. Ot'ier purchases included a car for one shilling, milking cans fcr one
pound and she2p at three pince each. All

the goods purchased were eventually -
raturned to the seller.

- [ ] » » * ‘ i
Stricken Malabar—Ags if the prevailing d’strass due to fall in prices which has ;.
brokea the back of the ryotsis rot enough, news comes from Malabar shat the district
is threatened with a most severe famine within recent years due to the desiruction of
the entire paddy crop by the receat floods and the destruction of tha seedlings of the . .
"next crop. The seriousness of the situation will be realised wher. it is remembered |,

that threefourths of the people of Mal abar depend oa agriculture for their livelihood. .

ok

The distress is acute throughout South Malabar. "Acute distress is prevailing among =

Moplahs who have baen throwa out of employment as g result of the closing down
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gevera estat sIin the dl 8 E residency nd mn Ma‘ﬂy . he POSX
h Ma a ) den a a I tion has been
Gf 1 €

by th ﬂOOdS.
d more acute DY the
rendere .

*
*
-

. ' |
i ists who are keen

i Bonds.—Indian Economlis n
gy Tr:.r:aur:pprehensive of the effect of the lasue of 1tlhe
Bonds at 614 per cent just now. The grower has

i i ese four year bonds'available during
alreads ftere bevorﬁ:& ‘Z?::;so: ::r;:::u:z getting credit at reaconat;le r:’:gs :Z
the mext o s;e:lder. Sir Pyrushothamadas Thukardfas sa.ys bt :;e e.nent
fneres” 2:‘79 :f:eortgle inside knowledge as to what in his opinlon will be
think with con 8 -
o the;su: :; t?ﬁizz:s;ryre?::rgrizn:fs;gricultural produce and wi;t;z :nt;?flcelzéleyr
' o - 12 or cent. since , )
restricked He . mllt)?::t:: ;:Z :;:i:vﬁdaéfy pand deliberately unden-mlmte‘;dd a;;t
steying pomC e cu‘ 1 ices during the Jast twelve montbs has com;.) e; w
o UDPA'eceden,‘ed F e lfrt there is alwost a blood feud between the zamin %r :t;d
e W"'n‘%ef 1:@ aI'Jnited Provinces and the Punjab? Reports from themex;.t -
the tiller o7 tho so! “: ;istressing reading, and1 wonder whether thc? Gov‘;an:mXt il
vamceslfn: ?le?:;e state of affairs which is bound to develop during the
Ipdia realis

onths. )
" «The sons of the goil are helplessin !
i i ipg almost completed. ) . - Betieh
ruination of I.ndla be“;)gerve that other vested interests in India, sl..lch a; -
I s paints 1 are ith this point of view in private conversations. aven

- ' agree W i i ith the corract
commeres w?ige‘ugconviction to come out in tha open and side witht
the courage o ‘ ‘

. *
policy/)’

The New Governme

observers of the gituation in villages

now Government of India Treasury

picture.

this matter and must look on and see the

*
» *

. Milk tnde.——GWemme“h have sanctio.ned the bye-laws made by the
. Madr_‘s. f‘MadraS for the control for the city milk tradg. .
Corporatfas ¢ : forcing the cleanlines§ of milk stores and m{\k sh?ps, the
They provide 107 e:r hé\:vkers {for coataining, measuring or prepamng. milk an'd
vessels used Y keep:l:S the milk trade. Notice is required when -any milch cowv is
of perso;)s.employe nlgl;gious disease and precautions are prescribed for protecting
affected Xllthat:lyniflk against infection and contamination. ‘
mi e bye-laws is punishable by a fine up to Rs. 50 and,-m t‘he ca?e of a
A breach o t'hebryach by a fins upio Ry 50 for every day duringin which the
continuance (,)f the fte~r t'he first coaviction or by a fing of Rs. 10 ‘per day ‘after 'the
brea.c}: cofng;‘:ezo:c; from the Commissioaer of th» Corporation t.o discontinue
receipt © .

Y *

the b.each. . .
* » ® : -
i t are consideringa
i d for Ganjam.—The Governmen ;
H arch Station Propose ; : doring e
R‘celitz:?stablish in January nex}{ a rice research station at Ganja
proposa

3 by the Imperial Council of Agriculfural Research and coordinating with the
financed by k ‘

All-India scheme of rice research.

. » » . » ,
tural College—There is a proposal before the Governxgent t?

i -b tore agricul " ’
c \\c.::otl?eo:from students of the Agcicultural College at Coimbators,
colls .

- #*
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES. .

Sri Vishnu Sabasranaman. {Tamil) by A Ranganat}ia Mudaliar, Retired
Managee, P. W. D, and Hon. Presidency Mag'strate. (Published by A. Balakrishna
Mudaliar B. A. Madras 1937). i

Amaong devotional pieces extant in classical Sanskrit literature, the thousand

names addressed to the Lord, the manifested Brahman, by Bhishmachar; the azged
Kuruwarrioe anl hers from his bed of arrows oa the sacred battle field of Kurusheira
is the earliest and the most widely known of the Stoiras. This fcrms a chapter by
stself 'n tbe Santi Parva of ths Mahabsratha. The authoe has done a service by
making available to the devout Tamil people this devotional piece by giving word
for word meaning in Tamil of each of the thousard names of the Lerd. ~ -, '

Vivekananda =~ The Nation Builder by Swami Avyaktananda, Editor, Morning
Star, Baukipoere, Patna, Ramkrishna Asharamam. Baokipore. Price Re. 1.

Numerous have beer the books on Swami Vivekaranda and estimates of bis

teachings and life work. Dealing witha great dynamic perconality as the great
Swami, no estimate can be complete or final. The Swami’s message was a8 mesyaZe

of reconstruciion of Srdian National Life on a spiritusl basis ard in do'ng s¢ ha

sought to reintroduce the spiritual scheme of 1if » which was evolved in 4ncient Iodia
by the assimilatiod of thy best elements of Western culiure, Higideal wasin facta
bappy bleading of the cpliures of the East and the West, so asto suit modern
conditions. In presentirg the cass for Ind'an nationslisim and India‘'s aitemph to
express herse f he set forth a lofty ideal which had an universalsignificance, a

message for humanity at {args. To that extenst, as well stated by the author, Swami
Vivekananda was a world personality and canrot therefore be claimed as the
exclusiva asset of any particualr race or clime. We have perused with wvreat iutorest
Swemi Avak aia-da's essays which basad on a study of Swami_ Vivekananda’s
works aud biozraphy, presest some of the fandamental principles of Hndu polity in
the tight of modera political ideas and theor es and aim at giving a correct estimate
of the significance of Swami's programme of Indian National recoastruction.

On Khaddar. By Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayys (G. A. Natesan & Co.. Madras,

Price As. eight).
Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, the well-known Congress Leader and a staunch

follower of Mahatma Gaudhi hag traced in the brochurs before us the causes thal
led to the destruction of many Indian crafts and industries and the part played by
the East India Compa- 7 and the measures adopted by them for killing the fextile
trade of Ind a for the benefit of the English merchants. How the dumping of machineg
made goo '8 resufted in producirg serions ecoromic drain on the country are well
set out, as alsc the tremendous significance of the great national movement started
by Mahatma Gandhi for the 1evival of hand spun and bard woven cloth, Khaddar
as it is popularly known, ard its development. The author’s conclusions are supported
by facts and illustrated by carefully compiled statistics which add to the value of
the thesis. A patrait of Mahatms Gandhi with his ckerka is printed on the cover
page. :

Students and Villagers ty Dr. S. Jesudesan F.R. €. §. (Edin). Thiy is an appeal
addressed to educated young men, Students of al} communtties aund religions on the
subject of rural uplift.” Dr. Jesudosan has an intimate knowledge of ibe needs and
conditions of village life in Southern India and he speaks with an experience gained
by work among v {lage people through an A-hram in the Tirnpattur Taluk, North
Arcot District. In th & Ashram the author and those associated with him have been
engaged in the service of the villagers through a hosp'tal, an elementary and voca-
tioaal gchool and throrgh agricultural work. The author has thus the advantage “of
speak ng on village problems with first band knowledge gained Bt close quariers
&and his remarks o1 the help which young men can give to the work of rural re-
instruction through educational and rural work among the villagers are- well
thoughtout. The pamphlet dew-rved to be placed in the hands of rural weliare

workers.
i e
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SADHANA
AUSADHALAYA
DA CCA. (Bengal)

—ADHYAKXKHA—
Joges Chandra Ghose, M. A.F.C.S. (London)
Formerly Professar of Chemtry, Bhagalpur College.
Branch :—Shyambazar, Calcta {Near Tram Depot.)
Guaranteed absolutely Pure & (Genuine. Medicines prepared
. strictly according to the Ayurvedic Sastras,

Catalogues are sent free on Applicatién.

Makaradhwaj. (Swarna Sindur.)
(Pure & with Gold) Rs. 4 per tola.

A wonderful, specific foi' all diseases. It regulates the
nerves, pile and phlegm, increases vitality, mentaland physical

vigour and tones up the system.
; L

Saribadi Sarsa.
A wonderful, infalliable medicine for Syphilis; Mercuria 1,
Poisoning, Gonorrheea, urinary troubles and all sorts of blood
impurities, Rs 3 per seer. P .

»

+

‘Sukra Sanjiban-

is & poweilul medicine for all kinds of debility, Rs. 18 per geep

fad
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AMRUTANJARN
~ THE DICTIONARY WORD FOR THE
| BEST PAIN BALM.

A MAGIC CURE FOR

Al Aiches and paiqs.v

Price 10 Annas per pot:
Sold everywhere

AMRUT ANJAN DEPOT. g

BOMBAY & ; MADRAS
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