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INFORMATION ABOUT ‘' TRIVENIU

1. “Triveni’ s published Six Times a year, on the 15th of Pebru-
ary, April, June, Auguss, Ootober and December. Subscription may
commence from any number, but no enlistments will be made for
periods of less than one year.

2. Subscription rates.
Indian: Rs. 6 {post free).
Foreign : 1%s. or 3§. (post free).
Single copy.
Indian: Be. 1-4 (postage extra 4 As.)
Foreign : 38. or T5c. {(post free).

3. Intending Subscribers are requested to remit the annual subserip- o,

tion in advance. A specimen copy of the current number can slways
be had on payment of Be. 1-8 (post free), and, on enlistment, the
balance of Rs. 4-8 only need be paid to make up the subseription for
one year,

4. Change of Address should be mtimated to the office at least a
fortnight before the date of publication of the Journal. 1f, however,
the ehange of address is only temporary, arrangements may be mads
by the subseriber with the local post office.

5. Advertisements. A few sslect advertisements will be sccepted
for insertion at the end of the Journa). Yor rates and other parti-
culars, apply to the Manager. v

6. Back Volumes. A few complete sets of ' Triveui’ Vol. T (1928)
and Vol. 111 {1930} are available for sale at Rs. 6 each, (post fres).
Bound Volumes, Re. § ench, (post free).

Dear Reader,
We know that you are as mach intervested as onyselves n
1. fhie improvement of thie Friveni ', and
2. fifs early convevsion into u monihly.

These oljects can e achieved only by doutling the number

of subseribers during the coming year, 1931,
Will you nat help by enlisting at least one mew subscriber?

Thanking you
! Yours sincerely,
K. Ramakotiswara Rao,

Editor, ‘ Triveni .
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The permanent Life-subscription for ‘Triveni’ s Rs. 100.
The following is the further list of those who have enlisted them-
selves sinee January last. The Hditor's grateful thanks are due to
all life-subseribers.

The Hon. Dewan Bahadur B. Munuswami Naidu Gary,
B.A, B.L, M.L.C,, Chief Minister, Madras.
The Hon. E. Raghavendra Rao Garu, Bar-at-Law,
Home Member, Nagpur, (C.P)
Sri Sri The Rajah Saheb of Munagala.
MR.Ry, V. V. R. Subbayya Chettiar Avl, Kanadakathan,
(Ramnsd District.)

" Rao Bahadur T. A. Ramalingam Chettiar Avl
B.A, B.L, M.L.C, Coimbatora.

il

" K. V. Appayya Pantulu Gary, LT.M,,
Royapettah, Madras.
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THE

HISTORY OF JAHANGIR
BY FRANCIS GLADWIN

EDITED WITH INTRODUCTION AND NOTES BY
RAO BAHADUR

K. V. RANGASWAMI AIYANGAR, m.a.

Principal, H. H. The Maharaja’s College of Arts, Trivandrum

RS. 5 OR SH. 7/6.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT

“This work was originally published by Mr. Gladwin in the year 1788
and its value was recognised as a sober and accurate account of Jahangir by
several leading scholars ; but hitherto students of Indian History have been
unable to obtain it owing to the prohibitive prices commanded by copies
ocecasionally offered for sale. It is with a view to make this rare and useful
work accessible to students of Indian History, we have published it. The
Editor in addition to his valuable Introduction has added notes and a gOOd
blbho“mphlcal list which we trust will be apprecmted by those mterested in
the subject.” e

Prof. P. T. Srinivasa Iyengar writes in the * Hindu", Madras.—
“Gladwin’s Jahangir, though now one hundred years old and though other
books on Jahangir have been published since it saw the light of the day, is
still a valuable source of information with regard to History of one who was
all but the greatest of the Moghul Emperors. It has now been republished
under the editorship of the most erudite and encyclopaedic of South Indian
historical scholnrs K. V. Rangaswzum Aiyengar of Trivandrum......... Hence
this edition is a valuable ' Sowrce book’ for a part of the history of the
Moghul India.”

The Leader, Allahabad.— “The students of Indian History ought o be
thankful to the Publishers for making a rare and useful work accessible to them
while they were unable to obtain due to the prohibitive price at which few
copies were occasionally offered for sale.”

Pioneer, Allahabad.—“In spite of the Modern Interpretation, this is in no
way detracts from the value of the volume. Rather, it enhances it. Professor
Rangmswa,ml hus done & great service to the ‘cause of education and enlight-
ment.”

Madras Mail.—"After reading this book, one fully agrees with Mr. K. V.
Rangaswami Ayyengar, when he says in his introduction that Mr. Gladwin’s
History merits republication not only on account of its scarcity but also on
account of its excollonce a8 o sober, scholarly work hased on a careful study of
the original sources in Persian. The notes by the Editor are full and useful.”

B. G. PAUL & CO., PUBLISHERS,
FrRANCIS JOSEPH STREET, MADRAS.
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BOOKS IN AUTIVE DEMAND. INDISPERSABLE TO EVERY LIBRARY.

OUR OWN PUBLICATIONS

THE ARAVIDU DYNASTY OF VIJAYANAGARA Vol. 1. 1542-1614
by Tuw Rerv. H

Xavier's College,
Bt.

ENRY HERAS, 8.7, M. 4., Professor, Indian History, St.
Bombay, with a preface by S8 RicHARD CARNAC TEMPLE,

Rs. 10
The History of the Avavidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara could properly be entitled,
‘The Forgotten Dynesty of the old Porgotten Empire.” Mr. Robert Sewall devob-
ed three chapters to the histary of this dynasty and Fr. Heras promises three
big volumes of which this is the first, From the time of Mr. Sewell's publica-
tion it has often been repeated that the Bmpire of Vijayanagara met its end on
the field of Talikota, in 1565. The nresent work discloses that the Empire conbl-
uued in its splendour for several yvears. The author ghows moreover that this
period marked the elimax of the Telugu domination over the most southern
part of the peninsula of Tndia.

THE GITA IDEA OF GoD
(The Religion of Life, Beanby, Love, Truth and Righteousness.) Expounded by
BRAHMACHARI GITANAND (510 Pages Demy)

DIALOGUE, DIVINE AND DRAMATIC

1930 8.9
by BRAHAMACHRI GITANAND

Re. 1
THE LAW AND THEORY OF RAILWAY FREIGHT RATES ‘
by K.C. SRINIVAKAN, M., F.C8, w

; ith a Foreword by His EXCELLENCY
SR C. A INNER. (Governor of Burma) Re. 10
THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHIES SINCE 1905 )
by Pror, BENOY KUMAR SARKAR, M.A., with a preface by WMaror
B D. BASU.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Snap-shots of World movements in Commerece, Eeonomie-Legisla,tion, Indus-
trialism and Technieal Rdueation. .

by Pror. BENOY KUMAR SARKAR, Recommended by the Caloutta Uni-
x);erslity for M.A,, in commerce and in Allahahad University as a Referance
ook,

Rs, 8

Rs. 4

LIFE OF BARRISTER SAVARKAR
by CHITRA GUPTA. The story o

f the life of thig famnous patriot wreitten by
a close friend is packed with tarilling  incidents, of how as g Lieader of the
revolutionisy party he led the movement in India and in Bagland, how be was
arrested nad his dramatic eseape ab Marseilles by Jumbing out through the port-
haole of the ship. A haak of enchanting interest and fu)] of
ta our New India.

interesting lessons
HINDU~PAD-PADASHAHI :

Rs. 1.8
or a Critieal-Review of the Tindy i3

DAMODAFR SAVARKAR witl, an intro

mpire of Maharashtra,
M.A, PH. D., Dacea.

! by VINAYAK
duetion by Dr. R, C. MAZUMDAR,
Rs. 3
ENGLAND'S EDUCATIONAL POLICY IN INDIA
by V. V.0AK, M. A

AIDS TO TROPICAL DISEASES

by Dr. C. Ramachandran, T.M.P.1.,
Unit, Madras, (New hook)

Rs. 2

C2.8., LM, Asst. to Director of Medical
A useful work to all Medical Students ang Practitioners, Re-1

B. G. PAUL & CO., Publishers, I 4 DRAS
KESARI PRINTING WO e —

RES, G. T., MADRAS, T

JUST OUT! JUST OUT!

A UNIQUE PUBLICATION

SEVEN PORTRAITS

SOME SOUTH INDIAN CELEBRITIES
Autographed by Artist and Subject
(With brief Biographical Notes)

BY

K. RAM MOHANA SASTRI
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

Dr. STELLA KRAMRISCH

iti , the Nobel Prize Winner in
t the Celebrities are Dr. C. V. Raman, t
Phyﬁcﬂsﬂ?c))%slgso, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and Dr. Annie Besant.

They have a remarkable strength and .ﬁd‘elit.y and gmr:;::n?;
most admirable grasp of character............... Quite a distinctive pro .

—The Modern Review.

---------------

Beautiful get-up

Price per copy Bs. 2
(LIMITED EDITION)

THE SECRETS OF SUCCESS

Y
Pror. ERNEST WOOD

Twenty-five remarkable Essays by the well-known bril:;a::e .vix:lter, all
touching on the subject of Success in Life, Among the conten :

HT.

PLEASURE, PAIN AND HAPPINESS. WiIiLL VERS%E; 'gli‘ggg.

THE QUIETEST THING IN THE A METHOD
WorLp,

Tur FPULFILMENT OF DESIRE,
PLAYING THE GAME OF LIFE. SuccEss AND CONCENTRATION, &C.
Price Wrapper Re. 1

Cloth Re. 1-8
OTHER IMPORTANT WORKS OF PROF. ERNEST W00D
) acti Indispensable Manual
CONCENTRATION. A Practical Cours:‘e: An '

to all serious students desirous of obtaining control of the mind.

ase

Wrapper Re. 1
MEMORY TRAINING. A Practical Course. Half an hour a day for
six months.

... Wrapper As, 12
. Yy " As. xz

sve as

CHARACTER BUILDING. A Practical Course

THE MODERN BOOK MART, MADRAS
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GREETINGS TO “TRIVENI'

Dear Mr. Ramakotisward Rao,

ate your self-sacrificing labours for con-

‘TRIVENI'. Jt is, what you call it,
It is a fine specimen of

| greatly apprect

ducting your periodical,
ndian renaissance.

a

really a journal of 1

¢
e

able to convert it

!

5 our cultural enterprise. | hope You will be

into a monthly in another year of two.

calanh

est wishes,

-1

HiNd

With kind regards and b

I )

P Yours sincerely,
RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE,
Editor, ** The Modern RevieW ”




Memories of Damerla Rama Rao

By Oswarp CouLDREY, M.A., (Oxox)

(Author of “ Sputh Indian Hourg )

I have been gradually
from time to time by
of this magazine,
Rama Rao.

persuaded by
the painter's elder
that T ought to put o
When I conside
and I, and how much our associati

we, I am surprised how little
member that

Y 0wn conscience, aided
brother angd by the Editor
f record my memories of
we knew onae another, Ram
On  meant
of thay associ
recording,

t how wall

and means to
ation I can re-
I once exeused myself
painter on the
ive vears, T was
ding geniug’. The
t School period so

seems  wortlh

18 most, product

describe * the broo
phrase describes the Ramg Rao of the Ar

well that T wondep whether i
say the Art School period

& certain estrangement du

miles, are longer at eighte
pulse to speak out,

shop’, was naturally much ke

¥s. What he haq to
say, that othey boys have ot he said wity brash ang pencil,
e, 1 believe, about 191
ear and the next [ fi

ittle written of him
mewory, except that he

He was first brought to
fourteen, but, for thag ¥
in the book of my
Venkataratnam PE
this time unti be wont to
thing that Ram drew or painteq
June 1914 we became moye inti
me in oyy Sunday evening wgy
of everything unger the sun (¢

2, when he was

. After my returp
Ram joineq hi
Venkata Raq an
ther more politics th
2

8 brother ang
d I talked hard
an I liked Some-

lks.
)

3
0
MEMORIES OF DAMERLA RAMA RA

. o join in when the
times, I remember) and Ram. e é‘:ﬁ ;:?dfvaz t; solitary rambles,
themes veered in hits (;:,ie(o):: l:&lk c;)me too solidly betwe}fn ﬁll?dsajno(:
I alW:ayS strove nocf :he IBomoru Hill, or Nagalanka, or th ed taught
the v1s:ua1 peanty o d I remember teaching Ram,‘ as I a s on the
Dowleishwazam; an \t to walk in the country with his ey :Zn
myself long before’v rixo logy will not some day prove me ]“'7 ] (izsar.
ground. I hope psycho tsg produced two scenes from Ju MZhe most

‘In 1914 m?’ S;‘Idiitai:s for these scenes and Ram fIOIl’eft We
I designed twwo bac (;: were still in the College when m; od
part painted them,—they of the Training College. I Washsd ?earnt
vorked in 2 dass_; Ot(l)lr:techniqw of scene-painting. Iiee; as Mr.
2t Ram’s mastery o inter of the local theatre, whom I ko his young
it from the scce“e"pmn]:3 must have done much. o wlvrf Ram had

Ram, and, wose gortowards pictorial expression. fr;,ourse, the
nemesako's thong tsral artistic gift, but he stu.dled, 0t ical circles.
slearly & strong nabs decoration then current 1n theaj l“tl ower and
taste for exuberant de contrasted oddly with the quie ing, which
His flamboyant, Pamtm-g cting, or rather charaf: ter-i%c e other
refinement of his come af&mou,s, I used to think, in aney %here
would have ma..d ° hlmt ins represented the Senate Houslife was
country. One of our Curz Pompey’s statue, la,rge-r the had, pre-
Cesar was murdel‘eq’ af;'nom a small design which I ond even
fo be painted on l:h'sr to the requisite size Was be};ceed any
Bants draushiomnsbiy ot the fime, nor did I Tooking on,
Ram's dmughtsfil)&“smfﬂ Venkata Rao, W}fo i fectly on the

better myself. ,am and outlined the des},gn p:k:e s;ay. This

vame fo_ the I:ezw:’ free-hand ‘in no time 88 dyhand. Just
larger scale wit a remarkable power of eye '(-m a remarkable

Seemed to me to sh.oW 's gift Venkata Rao had in to be wander-

8o much of the pamttefl;ly for the second time Se?m (r)ncmbers one

degree. .My accounb It this I do not admit. We :)re better under-

ing from its thetr?e, ’“ oifts and work alike can G 1 interests

of another, and Ra,rf\s gifte ledge of the relevant g.l'ftks ‘m.a b

stood in tho light of k;)]ownssbciates. Artistic :{l{tg, %vrofk which

o hi{; relatlo:;nat?;’i Piielvi,lent in Ram's family. Some ,

visual, are evi
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I saw by a maternal uncle of his, seen.aed to me very‘ dellicate and r:
markable in the barren artistic fovirenment of his time, Ram
sister’s work is well known and will, T hope, be bettey known, '
Among my treasured memorialy of Ram'fl Rao are fouy Chm?t_

mas cards, the earliest of which belongs, 1 thank (for the two .ea,rher
are undated) to 1914. Thege cm.-ds have a faint pathog of their
apart from the tragic interest which now attaches to them.. Th :

liest consist of two sheets each, folded dou?ale and stitched w1?h
‘3"; ibbou into » booklet, The outer leaves i each case ape of stiff
fi)ia\\tzng paper and bear a smalj landscape by Rauw. 'I;he inair‘ieaws
are thinner and bear the mottoes ang messages ususl op Tistmag
cards, indeed at first sight they agpear jco hav . )
rather superior printed cards (they are no.txc%biy ‘sxmple and g ega;g
both in style and wording) and-used thh, Ram's landscapes, n
fact they are examples of his brother

8 calligraphic genius;
copied, no doubt, bhut not by machinery;

vulgarized beauty
re-consecrated by handicraft in g stt:ange land.  Both plctures
have a group of palms reflected in sti)] water, The ﬁrs't :
small, seems to be a memory of Nagalanka (ag the riverside
pastures at Rajshwundry are called), for ther
what seems a kiln; but the tree

e are huts and
5 might be Egyptian date-pa
the young painter’s imaginatio

lingers 1 pr

own,
e two

© been torn oyt of

ms;
In the sky
on of which ip the poal ig
he next yearg Iandscape is

e thig time, twilight, with 8

o ois st bookish,
imrose sfterglow, the reflect;

treated as lovingly as by stij water, T
2 sepia monochrome, an upright pictur
moon  and w  bat.  The

trees  ar
The picture

18 no larger thap th

8 palmyrag,

e first, by has 4 border

of figures and toliage delicately drawn in pencil, the whale
making a charming design,

The allegory of thy o
related, perhaps, to some dr

rder
Op-curtain of the R&jahmun
I recognize Painting, Music wotd Poctr
flowers,

Y, stars, clouds, 4 shower of
tree-canopies, and ap hour-glags iy 4 Setting gy The Muse
of Paivting sits at an tasel; an hep tay card o anvas she hug
just traced in faintest outhne the pool and palmyy

picture,

is dista.ntly
dry theatye,

h,mll
; 1 knew hi
/:Rama Rao as l

19716
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paper folded double. On the outside, under the greetings and a few
red roses painted in ‘body-colour’, are the names of both the
brothers and the date 1916. Inside is pasted a delightful water-
colour of hilly country, probably near some Bomba, hill-station.
This is the most charming of Rama Rao’s landscapes known to me.
Very simply and directly painted, it composes exquisitely. It is
three inches by seven. Ram always liked the long oblong. This
landscape hailed of course from Bombay, whither the young painter
proceeded in the course of 1916 to study in the Art School. The
wisdom of Ram’s choice of a school has been questioned in certain
quarters, and as I was partly responsible for it, I should like to say
something on the question here, at the risk of adding fuel to the
fires of a controversy which probably rages as hotly in India as that
between the schisms, irreverently known to one another as the
photographic and the jazz, rages in England. I say that I was
partly responsible because Ram himself had resolute notions on the
question, out of which it would not have been easy to persuade
him; but for these again, I suppose I was partly responsible.

I wanted Rama Rao to be distinctively an Indian painter; but
I did not think it essential that an Indian painter should adopt the
mannerisms or even the methods of the last millennium, any more
than I myself think it necessary to- adopt a linear method of
painting because the missal-painters of Norfolk and the fresco
painters of Winchester excelled in that method as late as
the early fourteenth century A.D. Moreover I was not satisfied
that the painters of the Bengali rensissance (for the choice
with Ram lay between Bombay and Calcutta) were infallible
interpreters of the essential Indian style in painting. Much of their
work seemed to me to be nearer to Japan than to Ajanta, while
Ajanta by the same figure geemed and seems to me to be nearer to
ancient Greece than to China and Japan. I was told recently by
an Inspectress of Girls' Schools in this country that there was a
radical difference between the Occidental and the Oriental way of
(literally) looking at things, the Occidental sceing them in the
round and the Oriental as flat surfaces bounded by lines. Put
the absurdity of this view is obvious to ady one

b

thus simply,
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cannot suppose that
to this dogma in it
of their work that ¢
to use,

crudest form; i
hey do not ;
except in & very much
powerful modelling, say rescoes on the back
Pirst Cave at Ajanta

heresy, and |
to give it currency.  Their hap
tradition, descending ultimate}

turists of Behar, or theip conte

century Minig.-
been influenced |

hemselyeg have
hough not in the same
This pedigree may
g in itself byt it

mporaries, whe may

‘tom Ching in the same way ¢

0 be sold i
were modelled (op shaded) ip 4
manner remarkably like that followed at Ajanta, eSpecially by the
painter of th

e Samkhapala~jataka in Cave I apq of certain Scenes ip
Cave I1.

t and to reject
knowing 80od and gyl

the Fall, 14 Was g he
believeg them to pg

solve hig problems,

avy burden g ¢

© Vuguest jdey My
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v i ther
ion at the time was that he was wo?fulbl 1ile£m(im;ent
imz:zszfrzed Bhashyakarlu, of whom 1 )nadveI i;iii §;1 N R;jah .
\ . by
Z: Dombny thout the Sam}? 'tlme,;al‘}cEl)cPO:::b;rate studies in oil, ;)f
1:::‘(1;;::“ Sei‘;rge;n:v such study by Rafmf’i H::"Z}: : ilzz;ght home in
e e metod ii,rgjia:tel;dilsswc;teriolour and vapi:};sﬁ e(;thj:
abu.ndance, as well as . S;ch T velopment that T 'felt sz.l i o
designs. These s%.u)\vemdieg ot the companionship of :1(5 ol
the whole that hlSi s e o him mueh good, bm]. i o
mates and teacl‘f*l_s Whim o Anot sticking closer to his lined
cease from upbrmdl_"g ntlv that the Headma‘ster once compman !
studies. Ifh;::l ;scethe. dleness of thi~:l Iunrlﬂibgf‘i\l:i" e
Ram's fa ! i )
;(f) tffis report was dis.tin(:tt fz;;n :r):z WlIncwa.s surprised, howe:;z:
et o hem" gy lt'ft'(: had appavently attracted noI at:;n o
that Ram's obvwgs fg: ghis o a,].so .because k h:’w e
s SChO?I’ a‘n' . T wrote to the Principal to aSHeadmaster
certain of his dlhgence,] O ine toport from t}.ne cuimastr
o e i I'golt) n:)er;e l)i;iﬂi“g that he was ‘ter),b{l;il‘zfs or pros-
e Prmclpa] ! isi saying nothing of his 2; lthi‘a document
class work, but otherw : co,untemct o, effec.t R i ozt
pects.  Partlv perhaps omd e Pringipal with h}s p(?r) o
o soemns tobiw:::id“;?gm him an enthusiastic testimonial, s
sketches and obtai

. This must have
r.
had the makings of a great }.)amte School myself in
that the youth ha ber visiting the hat
I also remem I wonted to find out wha

been in 17 or '18. ! o
October 1916 on my way to hlephz:pects-
I could of Ram's situation and pros

spoke to me later,
<. of whom Ram often sp i of my
saw one of the professors, o But he knew nothing

{t was in vacation. I

nd who received me charmingly. t that time; and I was o
. ¢. 'This was natural epough & 's failure to bring home oil-
Proteg«l- disappointed, Regarding Ram’s think it probable that
- f’k Bhashyakarlu in my time, I now or docility, had been
studies hke * } - diligence s
ing to his greater . at Ram wa
the latbzr,tow;Z§ p(;inting clags before him, and th
promote 0
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thig plainly, and BhaShyak&rlu, perhaps, too
loyal.

Vv, to the series of Christ
ten to explain that

ble to finish the
“small painting’ he 4 The letter is very typical.
“Iam glad to tel} yo that I changed my residence, to a
Very beautiful, calm a

mas cards
¢ had been unwell and yngq

ad started for me,

) 88 it was writ-

1 Which is outside the

have been doing 4 big com-
Position ip oils, which 0 finigh very highly.
8 6 feot by b feet. No doubt it will take a
to finish, Byt 7 am doing very interestingly.
thing to0, The canvas itself cost Rs. 17-8-0
Rs. 5-0-0. The

ing. ., "

I hope ¢ Its  size

very long time
It is an expensive
« and its  frame

‘ small painting ' haq

e latter may be
colour tree-studies ip

be secured by 5 judicious

use of elaborate detail,
beautiful of hig paintings

One of the most
Tepresents the gardep of the Art School,
ans and other treeg and plantg,

It owes much of j¢g
the loving pains taken over the detaijs,
eft India ip 19

to the same periog,
was, [ think, a genuin

8

M A RAO

) } t. Tt doesn’t pay
ised by professional painters in the Wes
finish praise ; Bombay
tudying at Bom
there: | the three years that Rama Rao . 1;oxbrllpamy with one
During the ' ian sites, sometimes in 1916
. famous Indian sites, . Thus in June
I visited many friends and pupils. 00’ of Cevlon
oung Irie ‘ buried cities’ of Cey
or more of my y I visited the " bu th
and I v . tally that the
Damerla Venkats Rtiors were so closely assocmtef%lm?:lnagzs cannot
'he brothe lder’s pilgr :
together. T . d other of the e rin
nd O . In the spring
ideas aroused by thlfsf it on the mind of the y Ol.mg;;a,vikondala the
have been w1th0‘1; ebiotherS, with their cousin,
of 1917, both the

e
p eswar.
? c
p a/nd A&dlv l;a 1razu ame Wlhh me l() l“lllva“

i . bel‘

. ich those lovely
oluptuous sculptures with W;:::rll teclared, T
rightly, by thzfuzely decorated. Presenﬂa}; nothing shamefol in
fanes are 7pr s, that there w entirely
forget with what afg““;:“: trath which I hadhflotieif:ration on
these sculptures. ItIWha:ve always remembered thus erspicacity of
learned myself, and s an instance of the fearless. P older friends
the part of a boy O.f 181;1}1’0 he had the hint from his © lvas shy of
genius. It is pogsmlflt to usk them) who were _theslzip s charac-
(I have never thoug t even so, Ram’s champlofi \ or 50 to the
advancing it openly, .buq also walked the four mi e1 b a cold.
teristic. My coim-pamon{{ha.ndagiri, while I was lalfi : I;t the time.
coves of Udayagiri and hese méde a deep impression inters, Adivi
I do not remember that t ‘e‘ne year the two f.u.ture paroba.bly a yet
In Qctober of t;,e S(:ccompanied me to Alanis;epmade the last
Bapiraz and Ra‘?a‘rima:g,e for all three 0{; - ny
more Prfagnant 1 gfrOm Jalgaon gtation 1n PO1 ghall never forget
forty miles oF T iding into the far past f the little town of
stages. It was like I:i dg;ord ander the walls 0 tgoing cattle in
the passage of the fiﬁz 2000“ d day. We nz;tot:;hoiht; Koo pared
eri, at dawn on e a dream thr . On the
rliids’tream, we V{alke(:h&sc;iv:z, wood-work of the lz'c(:liis.a fosting
gtreets and examme: Neii at noon, and Ram confz:sso wonderful as
way back we passe hat tff Il)olzlcoil;? zartly to the dawn,
amo

tongas in two

f disappointment at finding t‘
(') eemed before. Its g
it had 8 .

B



10 TRIVENT
and partly to the wonder in
matters more worthy of it
inexperience of life, sheweq
faithful to hig impressions g

our hearts that haq sine
But Ram's admissig
also the candour of
nd refuses to pretend.

e been spent on
0, if it shewed

the artist who is
Of Ram’s reaction to

ally at the foundation of the

The last eXCursion

I made in Ram’s
Godavery gorge |

1 the following April,
Bapirazu came too, The beauty of which

search was not of man’s making, but Nature's,
plenty of rather boyish  fun. We borrowed 4 D,
staff boat ang managed by salling, quanting ang towing
narrows and back in the three or four days at oy di
nights we sat on deck ang talked ang Sang. The 4
length of the Songs and recitationg out of plays
heart, astonished me, ed a side of
hardly aware.

Py,
to make the
Sposal. Ay
umber gpg
» Which Rap, had by

My memory oy i e(in};;ss:;.ld(,nt passion
ly to remember whether hLe had Sung to ug jp earlier day
occasion of my twq VIsits to hig cousin’g village neay }‘;(
Christmas in 1914 ang 1915, wheq singing
of the time.

8, 85 on the

wukondy, gt
Was oftan the ordey
rhapg ¢, have
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) imming I pushed
in 1918. One morning while we Yvere ! ;Zu?nomfnt that he
river in ‘;he water for fun, forgetting for. I can still see
Ram undel‘nearly amphibious as his friend Bap.l::tilich he clung to
was not Sosion of mingled panic and dllsgtls(tj;l vc;l bo near. On this
the expres happened to )

-boat that hap . scapes, some
the gunwale ‘: N :gagde s number of sketches for landscapes,
expedition we bo ) . .

hich were duly realised later ur little group at this
ot ther expeditions made by o recitals doubtless
. theho d only at second hand, but our eat some of our
. ear 3 re
P‘frwd I:am imagination and prompted him t(fco Sove my last year
stlrre(.i us later for himself. In thftt was plled 80 assiduously
experiences 1ate d by some premonition, I trave little, since our
in India, as if urge thai Ram and I can have mf‘lt 1 sl;elongs the
in my spare time ‘ idea To the following Chnstm: e
. . neided. self-portr
hOhdays.]mgelytco;s cards. It bears a lm‘ge' scli.PoznethOd‘ Tt is
lagt of h1s. Olris Itmb_e was already interested in t%ns the decoration,
line, showing tha is time, and the lettering, unlike ing rapidly
not a joint effort t};fxs '\Ft’er this Christmas 1 was grow t;n F e T
s A s& ’
shows a falling-off. art in general conver q
lonoer take p E emembered.
deafer and could nok Oofn Ram's which 1 have always Iﬁe declared
mar ’ ow.
caught e rz his own or borrowed I do n(.)t ktI; s been disfigured
Whetherflt :Va;’ Burne-Jones” angels had evidently
that the feet of § !
by the practice of wearing b(-)Ots .of 1919, and henceforth ﬁ;an Onrlmy
ja in the spring o jectures. Ram con-
T left Ir;;l;zs career by glimpses and C(:lnlef the rest of that
0
oo Rimgombay till March 1920, and ﬂmuc I notice that, of the
tinued a t in travelling. in Rajah-
to have been spen Yamerla House in !
yea‘r seems ] . s t 1 a‘t the ] am . om-
. i oil exhibitec ‘he exception, a c
thirteen Stl;?dbltexi lorju- belong to this year. The '
nundry, a ' i - ing. 1
;Osition, belongs to the yea w”?l\w(iamcterised. The memorial
1 C . yasily ¢ d Juane
' : 1921 is not so ew a lotter date
the you osts no great output. T ha.ve trom a broken collar-
czntalo{_r,u(? suggi’ 3 {{a’m when he was recovering 1 idle. The letter
22nd, wrltﬁz“h“:i kept him six weeks abed anc lwl;ich he was
s a xv M &)
Pone, “Snb concerned with my own belonic:lie’ allowed to keep
N mo:l yhelping to look after. He asks
eviden y
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an easel and certain books which he had found useful, wiz.,
Havell's dncient and Medicval Avrchitecture

of India, Sir Alfred
East on Landscape Painting and an un

commonly fine geries
of pre-war reproductions of Turner's Farnley

water-colours. The
last was by that time out of print and irreplaceable, but he could
not know this. I let it go without a murmur, though not without
a pang! The list throws light on his interests

at the time,
Late this year, says the memorial catalogue, he visited the
Oriental Society of Indian Art at Caleutta Of this important visit
I would gladly know more, I wonder whether any water-coloyur
figure compositions in the flat linear style, whic

h appear immedi-
ately after, preceded it. I believe that he had hankerings after
such a method even before T left India; but T suspect that it wasg
the sight of the work and the influence

of the ideas of the Calcutta,
painters which led him to adopt it almo

st exclusively. In February
"23 he wrote to me : © Throughout this whole yvear I was working very

hard. T cultivated a style of painting which is purely Indian and

my own. Mr. Abanindranath Tagore who is the greatest artist of
the Oriental arts in India now expressed t

hat my style of painting
is purely Indian and will form & new school of Tndiay Art, and a))
my pictures were highly appreciated by by Certainly the
Krishna Leela which is the neavest of his Masterpieces to this visit
in time, being painted in 1922, is also
work of the Calcutta School. Tt may even reasonably claim to be ro-
garded as on the whole his most sucee

ssful picture, Tpe undulating,
lyrical rhythm, and the absence of an

effort tq transcend the second
0 sui

ludge, deserve t, be com
D,

larger Nandi-Poojg ang the lushpalankam, the second

pared, the

of which T

know only from Photographs. Both these pictureg date from 199
Both show a certain reviya) of Western influence .
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he had so happily achieved in the earlier picture. The dilettante
may be conscious of incongrnities in the new experiment; but
1 ask myself whether this feeling be more than a matter of
trivial associations, such as aiways have to he waived in favour
of a pioneer,—a pedant might even find precedents in favour
of the young painter’s procedure. I have seen damsels almost as
nearly Greek on Gupta door-jambs; Ajanta painters used bolder
shadows on a linear scheme; Kiyonaga’s far deeper distances are
one of his peculiar charms. It seems to be the fashion to prefer
Ram’s landscapes to his figure pictures. Apart from the garden
landscape already mentioned I can remember none (and they seem
mostly to have been painted in my time) which stands out from the
work of his Indian contemporaries as the best of his figure-pictures
stand out. How delightful are the forms and rhythms, how compli-
cated and yet impeccable the scheme, of the three pictures above

mentioned! How accomplished, too, within its self-imposed limits, is

the representation!
much of the visible aspect of Hindu social life (if I may call Ajanta

Hindu for the nonce) been used pictorially with such trinmphant ease
and mastery. Nay, one feature at least, which plays an important
part in the living Indian scene, the droop and flow and fold of

drapery, is rendercd in a way which some at least of the Ajanta
I am thinking particularly of the

Never, as far as we know, since Ajanta had so

painters would surely have envied.
painter of the Kempeyya Jataka in Cave I, one of whose compositions,

a long group under a Mandapa, bears a distinct general resemblance

to Rama Rao’s Nandi-Pooja, and who shows a peculiar interest in the
rendering of drapery. It 1s true that the modern achieves his
purpose with the help of observations borrowed from the Greek
tradition, but these are not foreign to him as they are in Europe, for
they are derived from a spectacle which must have been the very
double of that which he portrays. This Greckness of the South
[ndian spectacle struck me very forcibly when I first came
;0 the South. I always dreamed of seeing it some day rendered
sictorially, and when I saw Ram’s picture at Wembley my dream

tame true.
Others, it seems, reacted otherwise.

13

“Even though the subject-
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matter be Indian, as when Indian figures are put into the frame-
work of an Ajanta Vihara, there is a total failure to geiy
of Ajanta and to create a true Indian atmosphere.

are Indian studio models posed according to Buro
rules, arranged mechanically
decorative pattern,

e the spint
These figures
pean academic
in  Leightonesque attitudes in a

but they are wholl

y up-Indian ip thought
and unnatural in expression,

The artist is boung hand gnd
foot by a scholastic tradition toreign to his own nature and is
unable to find himself” Thus the (English) father of the Caleutta,
School dismisses (Rupam, January 1925, the month befo

died) the Bombay exhibits at Wembley. Tt
caricature of the

re Ram

i$  an obvious
Namli—Pooja and Ram's other pictures; byt

horribly stuffed as it is with epithets of war, T doubt
much when analysed except that, for Mr. B, B. Havel},

seence of Leighton (who is out of fashion in the West) d
Indian feeling’

if it meang
any remini-
esiroys “that
Kensington,
adition, mechani-
ighton stood for
He stood for the fresh and wonderful

and for the living world behing it, which was
to Ram’s than it could ever bave been to M.

Leighton for him means South
studios, models, academic rules, a dead scholastic tp

cal arrangement and all that. Foy Rama Rao Te
something quite different.

art of Greece

nearey

Havells, This
after all is the anatural response of 2 youtl in Ram'y position,
a born visualizer and artist who knows nothing  of fashiong
and fopperies, the satieties anq senti

mentalities  of Paris  ang

London. It was not an attitude foreign to hig vature impo

him at the Art School. The Art School mere]
what he had dreamed, L happen to kno

will not appear surprising to
dispassionately.

sed upon
Y taught bim to o
W this, but my testimony
anyone who concejyvag the situation
‘What Rama Rao’s fing] development would have bee

not so easy for ordinary mortalg to conjecture,

n it iy
That it remaing g
Indian painting suffered in Rama Rao’s untimely d e o e
more, for though I know better than most how
cannot easily separate that knowledge from the f
have lost myself.

eath 1 fear to say
great it was, |
eeling of what I

14

Modern Bengali Fiction
By Dgr. P. GuHA-THAKURTA, M.A., PH.D.

The title should really have been “Ultra-modern Benga;f
Fiction”, as T wish only to discuss a grm.lp (?f y01}ng ?,e[;iil
novelists of the present day, and, moreover, ﬁctl(?n itself 1;ve1§;h re}_r
modern phenomenon in Bengali literatu?e. .Strlctly spea. .mg]:, deethe
fore, any discussion of modern Bengali fiction ought to};n: ihat e
novels of Tagore and Mr. Sarat Cha_ndra Chatterjee. u]. fhat
not my object here. It is rather with ’?hose young nox're 1; sth ,
profess to be different from their immediate .predecessms, qQ '
method and outlook, that I am concerned. First ?e’c 'm.e name t esi
writers in order of seniority—not the seniority (?f 1‘nd1v1dual aiibl-l-
the seniority of first published works: Mr. Sailajananda Mukherji,
author of nearly a dozen works, of which perhaps the best two
novels are Mahajuddher Itihas (The Tale of a Battle). and fB;z}:z-
Bhasi (Flood) and two volumes of short stories, most typical )o Mi
author, Atasi and Nari-Medh (The Butchery of A Woman). o
Mukherji is in many respects the pioneer of the ultfffi-mo gm
type of Bengali fiction, and was followed by Messrs. ];1er;1§nd
Mitra, Achintya Kumar Sen-Gupta, Jagadish Gu'pta. and Buddhadev
Bose, each one of whom has to his credit at least two or
three works of fiction of outstanding merit. Among tl?e most
notable of Mr. Mitra’'s works may be mentioned his novel
Pank (Mud) and collected short stories, such as Panchashar
(Cupid) and Benami-Bandar (The Nameless Harbour). M;‘ Sen-
Gupta’s first novel is Bedey (The Gipsy), and the second’z'm more
ambitious work s Alasmik (The Unexpected); a.nd 1 ut.a-])lmta
(Flotsam and .Jetsamn) is his only book of shorF stor.les. so'{ar pub-
lished. Mr. Jagadish Gupta, in spite of his admitted imitation of the
methods of Mr. Mukherji, is a promising author of a,'.book of short
stories named Binodini and a novel entitled Asa.d/m Siddhartha (The
Dishonest Siddhartha). Mr. Buddhadev.Bose is the y?ung%t and
most puzzling of modern Bengali writers. Some of them are

15
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equally good, if not better, as poets and writers of
specially My, Sen-Cupta and Mr. Bose. My,
a versatile writer ever since he began to
rather of g juvenile type, is

short plays,
Bose has been g bit of
write. His first novel,
Sara (Response) and his first volume of
short stories to be published ig Abhinoy, Abhinoy Noy (The Play is
the Thing, and is Not). He is the most prolific of writers of the

new school and his contributions range from fiction 4o Poetry, plays,
critical essays, ete.

As a group, these writers are distin

broad features, both of style ang subject-matter, which link
together.  All of them claim to be anti—tomant'\eists, and
followers of the cult of realism—real; :
lessness and stark nudity,

ten thap 4 ¢
risk of what readers and critieg ; o at th

guishable by several very

them up

all mi :
In Bengal, tOda,y’ TagOre is UOI‘lty tR

which none of these writers ig,

ably reduces itself 4 cateh
ultra-modern Bengali novel;
nor ‘golden mean’

Or other, invari.

St 13 neither ¢ he slogan of these
€ “reaggq’ nor ‘regtraing’

‘dnd fr .
gore, such ) othy Sentimenta.-
8813, Chary Bannerji,

artificia-

- [4 .
slogan is uniquenegg ’,

from their Precursors ang contemporg g, lik

. N . O gy e, h
PUrposes, this unigueppgg may be translageq 1 k
it int
eynicism—a king o Contemptyoyg monta) 0
ment, ' 2

. and
h if any of thege wr

itel‘s ha,
of realism .. Ve themselves
what you like. They 1 1 C¥nicisy

itselfl.  Where Tagore would beal;iml-t(); ® T0Te op Jogg an end in
. . Cline .
would subject it ¢, mercilagg Serutiny to glonfy real life, they
)

" 04 expoge it inside out

or all practical
what one may call

I doubt very mue intellectual detuch-

any precise Conceptiop

elieve po
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Both extremes. Their observation of things, al.beit rer;r.oiuc:: W:::
scrapulous fidelity, is generally limited t(? objects Wkslcof Mfsgsrs.
ugliness rather than beauty, speciﬁc.any in the wort hosp, damp
Mitra and Sen-Gupta, things like dirt, gz.a,rb?ge, dusll- eflzi’ecayed
darkness, rotten rags and shells of eggs, stinking S;" ;en-Gupta
matter, dilapidated dwellings, ruins, ete. To. r, N reai
these are the only realism, the re.presentatlon \(;)vith A
in actual appearance, not by any means m- z.a,ccordanc: N
probability. Mr. Sen-Cupta was a romantlc.ls’t to stda'll' v:ion,s for duy.
in his very latest works, his characters exhibit predilec ey e
dreaming and sentimentalising. The core of each ;;ne.nnin N
is that kind of incorrigible idez:ilism W?ISYI; &Iw :heMaZgi;dmlfl o
took in large doses fIr - o
;\;;e;t;n-geupta’s affinity with the ultra-moderns is r;o;eh:;ld af::;g
of style than of treatment or attitud.e. He has wor :t ]east, o
painstakingly at times, to make his style &PPBM; that it sooms at
surface, brisk, crisp, and staccato tolsuch an exten ; I-lis Toctaley
times merely decorative and a.rtiﬁcla.l. .Tennyson ;Es of Zoluism ™
Hall spoke of “ maiden-fancies wallowmg 1r{ the trzu:xactly .
Mr. Sen-Gupta's art deserves that description, noBO.er o iam
perhaps, but the cult of Knut Hamsun and Johan t Jre.to sy that
ever saved a book beyond a day, and I Would: ven u. it o
if Mr. Sen-Gupta does not get rid Of.th‘s. p;armct he might
wearisome word-painting of merely physiologica s(?:r'e’l by merely
some day get lost. You cannot produce a flne n i
scientific recording of facts, ana%es:m:ieccetss?:n i ¢ photographs.
reat picture by an en § 8 ) ot
%‘:.(c:z i: rig:)t ﬁct?on. Technique cares fo? -faCts’;:edEZ::i;u‘;:;onf
cares for facts only as they revea'l reahtle-s. { anatomisal facls,
realism is complete when artists, in pursuit o
fo"g‘a;/[to I;IEZ:;'; e;:e?::is ih;lnel:p of ruins to a landscape, l\ir. l\tduk};er")jfi.
. ansion, and Mr. Sen-Gupta the s.enc
:iltfnmz::t}}’l (:szs:hsopeifumme and light of & parlour.. So refllzzln?f
comZ :)o be associated with their names as .somethmg ;nnpde:sthetic
things that are physically repellent, or things that offe
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sensibilities, or very likely a combination of both. In any case, to
my mind, the greatest contribution of these w
literature has been the creation of a new techni
from wordiness and vapour of rhetoric.

vitality, vividness, and life-likeness. They have freed the Bengali
language from the bondage of long, windy narrations, and intensifi-
ed it with the pulse-beats of the spoken word.
lously avoided pictorialness. They have given the Bengali prose a
fresh lease of life. The only trouble

nothing else at the back of
of all realists in all ages.

riters to Bengali
que of writing—free
In it there ig dramatic

They have scrupu-

is that technique anqg
it has been the besetting sin

It is very easy to outdo literary rivalg
in cleverness and tricks of the pen, and the temptation is rather
strong.  These young Bengali writers must

on their guard that their technique does
already be noticed in some of their works,

The influences in operation amon

writers are mainly two; firstly, the almost Overpowering impression
of European literature, and secondly, the strong but very legitimate
desire in them to find a public which has hitherto been ‘doped, to
use their own language, by the methods and practices of the old-
fashioned periodicals of the. orthodox school, like Prabasi and
Bharatbarsha.  First let me speak of the second factor. In the
beginning, one or other writer of this group, notably Mr, Mukherji
could manage to get his storieg published by thege magazines’
of established reputation.

, therefore, be definitely
not get stuitified, as may

gst this group of young

of literary coterie. But they themselves brought into being

monthlies, no doubt of necessity, as vehicles
and line of thinking. Unfortunately, most
aV€ now ceased to exist. Tp spite of the fact
ephemeral nature, each one of them served its
pur?ose, because individually and collectively they succeeded in
getting a section of the Bengali public to read their works and

half a dozen literary
of their own ideas
of these magazines h
that they were of gy

kind or adverse. In
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campaign was started against them by a pow defunct periodical,
called The Saturday Letter. First week after week, then month
after month, by parody, burlesque, satire, lampoon, direct or indirect
insinuation, personal vilification and what not, this paper poured out
ita wrath upon these writers. The Saturday Letter, apparently,
claimed to stand for commonsense and truth and took into its.head
the noble mission of defending Bengali society, morals, and litera-
ture from what is known as vulgarity, indecency and pornography
in modern Bengali fiction. The moderns rebutted the atta:ck ?.S best
as they could, at least showing better taste than their literary
antagonists, and disinterested spectators watched the spectacle
with much amusement. Financially and in other respects, the
moderns were a trifle helpless. However, the only practical efiect
of this campaign of The Saturday Letter was to make the moderns
notorious, if not famous. The trouble with The Safurday Lettfzr
was that it had itself no constructive programme to offer.m
place of the things it ecriticized and disapproved of. Du‘n‘ng
the fag-end of its career it had antagonised even the ce}ebntles
of Bengali literature, and it looked as if it was domg. Fhe
madness of trying to destroy all old reputations and personalities,
not excepting even Tagore. The net result was, therefore, purely
negative. Looking back now, the whole affair seer.ns sc? utterl.y
grotesque and ridiculous that this washing of dirty linen in 'pubhc
and indiscriminate mud-flinging could really have so much st.mg as
even to hurt any body. Bengali literature is no longer an mft?.nf:;
it is strong enough to withstand assaults of this. nature. .So, it is
not surprising that the young writers have partially survived the
attack, although much damaged and dispirited. . At all even'ts, t.he
question of vulgarity or indecency in literatu?e is 8o very ticklish
that, except from the artistic point of view, it is difficult tf) draw the
line. The subjective clement which necessarily en‘ters into .every
product of man’s creative effort is precisely what gives .the highest
value to Art—the subject-matter being practically of no lmportanfze.
What is commonly taken to be vulgarity in the hands of su;?erlor
craftsmen like Flaubert, Anatole France, or Maupassant, may give to
Art the enduring significance and beauty as a record of the human
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spirit. In any case, Mr. Buddhadev Bose or Mr. Sen-Gupta seems

very mild and harmless beside the late Mr. D. H. Lawrence or

M. Marcel Proust, just as water unto wine. So the entire question
boils down to precisely how much should be permitted in literature ;

and considering that fact and the existing conditions of Bengali life
and thought, I have no doubt that Mr. Bose and his friends would
now own up that they overdid it a bit. Like other provinces, Bengal
1s firmly rooted in established traditions and customs, in Art as well
as in morals. So, in this country, for a sincere artist it would be
merely a waste of time to try to shock it, just for the sake of shock-
ing it, unless he has something more than shocking to say. The
art of shocking is not exactly a vice, but it is not a virtue ; it is as
unnecessary as silly.

But to have an ideal of inciting the people to
think rationally and face the facts squarely is commendable. Litera-

ture can never be merely an advertisement of goods, damaged or
perfect; it can at best within its proper limits serve as a medium for
literary cults or slogans.

The influence of foreign literature on Bengali literature goes
back a long way, and it has proceeded with accumulative force for
nearly two hundred years. Ip fiction, as in other things, Tagore, of
course, has tried to pour Western wine into his country’s old bottles,

but Western wine is much less strong in his novels than in those of

the writers under review.

Of the ultra-modern group, Mr. Buddha-
dev Bose is perhaps the :

nost Kuropeanized writer.
published volume of short stories, The.

bears ample testimony to this,
stories from the Anglicized

section of Bengali society.

His recently
Play is the Thing and is Not
He draws the characters of hig
, and, to hig view, the only cultured
They speak the language of highly
sophisticated men and women: they talk of theatre and tennis,
musical comedies and of Oscar Wilde and Noel

music, and morals, In one
are the so-called ‘highbrows’ of modern  Bengali
But, T am afraid, Mr. Bose's pictures lack reality,
simply for this reason, that he has not yet had the requisite experi-
ence to be able to paint them in a convineing fashion,
y lacking in actuality,
20

champagne,
Coward, of European art, painting,
word, they

society.

They are,
one and all, exaggerated figures

but certainly
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‘ust caricatures. Again, his stories O-f this iri’f}lllcmiii
the?’ tare zojlt];:ether too fall of {rivialities and t“fj?(’)nWOf mogern
society are altogeth : o oross-ge
the ,iml')ress.ion of me:bc; s;;czsc?:t;ngh?:h, I am afrai-d, %enera‘lg’1
Bengall SO?Iety_thedlgores Even as slices of life, ghtteuzgl;r Vi;lny
‘conSl.StS °f Sn?bs (;ms urious smartness, one would havler hasr Szﬁres.

talking shop an' ‘\E Bose had intended them Pure? a .
cause fo grumble if r amount of satirical sense 1n hltI.], no :.on;
o B(')SE pes a'cl(;rtam oet. he cannot help investing his creta ;hat
b‘?t bel‘ng esse-ntla yS: P T};is naturally leads one _to sushpeclowmg
with high sex.‘lousll;e liefers, nd_therefore pa?nts ‘m suc Oghistica-
pethaps b hl'm'se nzracies and ideas of this highly s l;r o b
colours, th? idiosy itv. His real purpose does n.Ot appes they
ted Bengali commun y'the are failures, and as serious stories, i
quite clear. A.S safires, Mf Bose is rather inclined to }:xe.ro-wo(;*st };1;;
do not al.ways mgg tlli‘::l:ary gods to whom he offers worship, 53 one of
ho bas fis perocle Bel:nard Shaw to Mr. Mich&‘?l Arlen, “01 m-
range from Feorg? 1d be worthy of being considered azt izhe
whom, to feymo (;;’O‘lhe is a well-read man, but one dou fsr this
pians. .Und‘oubte dy’verything he has devoured. Except foud .
hes quite digeste f ‘;S work, we have every reason to be If)fortless
pa,rticul'ar phese © His crafts;nanship is spontaneous ar.’d eind has’
his achievemont. .land masculinity ; and, above all, his ;nreading
bis style fus ety He is still young, but the ﬁOOd, 01 large
colour and V&”ety'ﬁ ed from his pen is astounxdmgftythin )
matter t}:jat \k)\‘llzs ex:ev::t he will yet give us reall); gt:;amore ir:
and varied. he concentra
provided in future, f V'O::l‘ll;;;:. pri;;m;;ve had occ?sior;al tgg;“l’:s;
tiction of ?.psycho Ociltray characters from the intel efc uthe o
of his ij]hty J?(Thp ests that, should he care .more or o 1 ¢
wental 31.de, Whlc. s;ii,cters rather than for their exterr'xa. .
in the mind of ?118 C] he is likely to achieve mt?ch better lret b-e
nerisins and habits on y’t of the same Western mﬂu.ence is to :

A different aspef nd Mr. Mitra. In the case of Mr. Mukl;er;
noticed in Mr. Mukhejl‘l‘ l?is preference for drawing material rors
toior ll)e s:““;if mpeople——coolies, mine-hands,  day-labourers,
inferior clas
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22 TRIVENI

rustic folk, semi-educated clerks, maid-servants, etc.; and in the case
of Mr. Mitra, the tendency goes one step lower—into the lower
depths of humanity, such as pick-pockets, habitya] drunkards,
gamblers, generally men and women

outside the pale of society.
Mr. Mitra's Mud is a full-length portrait of the fallen, despised, and
destitute in their shameless ugliness and distress,

but painteq with
pity, love and understanding.

In this, the influence of Russian
novelists, specially of Gorkii is more than apparent.

G—oing still
lower down, Mr. Sen-Gupta delves into the life of broth

els and the
demi-mondes, but, curiously enough, on account of the characteristic
idealistic tendency of his, to which I have referred before, the all-
too-realistic harlots of his novels seem to be infectiously idealistic,
The author has ascribed to them feelings, emotions and ideas which
it would be difficult to find in them in their habitual attitudes and
environments. Mr. Mukherji's small sketches of the simple, unso-
phisticated folk in Atasi are extremel

y powerful in their own way;
in fact, these are the best he has done 30 far. The disciples of
Tagore hud never even thought of considering

this section of
Bengali life as fit material for fiction,

far less of exploiting
it. Mr. Mukherji has revealed what an ample st

re lies there
for Bengali story-tellers to draw from. Moreover, M. Mukherji
possesses an intimate knowledge of it. The ideas of socialism and
liberation of the poorer classes from the age-long tyranny of wealth
and caste, did not apparently take very long to make an impression
In the minds of the Bengali youth. Mr. Mukherji's style is simple
and straightforward, although lately, he is showing 4 tendency for
unnecessary ruggedness. Most typical of hig longer works is The
Butchery of 4 Woman, a much more balanced work thag Flood, for
instance. In The Butchery of a Woman he has skilfully handled the
theme of man as ap

eternal tyrant, mereilegs and brutal ip his
treatment of woman, It is, however, on a smaller canvag than on g
large, that is to say, in the short stor

y, that Mr. Mukherji and hig
friends have been most successful. And in this field, Mr. Mitra, is
unrivalled ; for, he hag the surest touch of them all. In spite of
Gorkii or his other masters, he stamps each one of his short tales
with his own individuality. Cupid is perhaps the finest example of

22

23
MODERN BENGALI FICTION

' ‘e in the Flotsam and Jetsam,
Mr. Mitra.('ls‘ ar:}.I eIi\/I[.r.oi%;l -::S a;osfszepossess eithl\edr th;I i::::ctull;:l
uite good 1n . in T.

%eautf or imaginative N;{iia:’:yfajiur::leoi;er;e is either frustratec:
Nameless Harbour. .Lir.ha; o way of remaining unfulﬁl‘led by ‘s:min
love, or the lf)ve whic ¢ ovents or Somo disconcerting thst.n
sudden tura in the courie has the right instinet for (':onst.rucl ga
human af‘f&il"S. e “:mrk for his stories and bmlds? 11'1 (}):;ve
the right kind of fﬂ;me rds. The artistry that these Yvnte\s o
marvell?us economy .0 W::f tl;eir material, in the groupl.ng of !
shown in the stelllecf;(:;cious choice of necessary madtter, 18 t: :, g
characters, and 9: ]ﬂ once of the Buropean type .of short sto y.f "
extent due o B8 we are living in the most mcongruo?s 0 ”

.In Bengal, toi:y’is an absurdly hybrid worl(.l—-‘a. fmxtur;a o
possible W.Ol‘lds. ients. We still suffer from the inhibitions 0 o
ins?luble m’gred“‘j" Sg;,rt and morals, and, strangely enoughz tl;et}l:eo.
?gthu:;i: ;iea:ft::; welcome are only for the pur[::seitogsl‘f world
1deas o - t any rate,
rising ?pon or a-c Zdilrflznﬁlsii?tlzrs.woian iyn Bengal m‘l;t ,f,zzi
of which o ml; ga.th is precarious to tread f)n, and ('; es ~
M;}::m:io r:::n: fulI; of pitfalls. The OI-fer ::itsetrznfli’eonuman’s

ers i
SOPS af’d soap-buzblesédasn‘rin:::sy:::gen:: and always Wiﬂ-:l a z::;:
immed}af:e aCtSOaflnco?xise 1the cause of thig is the Beniaho ;’nicism
(\)rio;z::c;?g:l.lusionmeut, v’vhich is now aclfingS :il; a;]::}?i::répreseﬂ ts &
b and,ﬁ?elslft::e&;i‘iv?s :ts altoéether impossii‘i)rlle ri:;
hollow' a m‘uchdaSI:e;gali youth to make some ef.fos toa,nd I:zlea.r
ttlll;rdlfs;ﬂ::fnr;i with the necessity f°.r strai%hlii}:;: ?mgFrom their
prgt tnd oL 2 e ot
Pict“‘;ef’n:; \lrl:;u:: ’:: art };nd morals, and the vibrations of discip
ai

:Zcz,:d instructed hearts.
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The World View of the Gita

By S. V. Ramamurry, MA, ICS.
The Gita is over 2,000 years old.

of the Hindu seriptures which, while it emphasizes the highest vision
of Hindu philosophy, is yet so able to relate it to the everyday life
of the Hindu. The Gita is not merely for ascet

ics, though the
ascetics know no more than the Gita can tell of Go

d.
merely for the plain man who is concerned with the practic

life, though it gives him as definite a rule of life as any man may
wish. The strength of the Gita is in jts balance of wisdom and
work, of self-realization and the loss of one’s self in th
Spirit. A work so comprehensive as the Gita was bou

its teaching on a vision of the world as wide as it was possible for
men to take when the Gtita was written,

I am here concerned in
considering what was the world as the Author of the Gita saw it
and whether that world view needs to be

, and if so how, recast as
a result of what men have learnt in the last 2,000 years.

There is perhaps none other

Tt is not
al way of

e Supreme
nd to base

Most of us view the world ag our present-day teachers, learneq
in the learning of European science, bid us do, We logk with
tolerant understanding from our post-Copernican heights back to
men who, till but three centuries 320, did not know that the Earth
moved round the Sun. Aryabhatta in the 5ty tentury AD. diq 20
so far as to say that the Earth moved round an axis rather than
that the whole world of stars moved (

ally round the Earth, but he
was pooh-poohed even as the same idea wag

burope. It

The Gita did not know Astronomy

as post-Copernicap men knew,
The Gita is in that sense pre-Copernican,
The science we learn not onl

y tells us of the configuration and
movements of the heavenly bodies, it also carrieg out an analysis of
mathematical structure which 13 Cartesian and teljg us that the world
18 3 dimensional, that it ig of substance matter residing in space,
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. htvy or 1s but a
‘e in time. Whether mind has 3 pr‘mfa.ry rearll‘il}; contly, he
movmdg uality is not of jmportance to. sclenct: 1+ absolute: the
secon ?Jr:yw(}llich matter is, has been considered ' ;ered 4o bo absolute.
s.pace,.l hich matter moves, has also been const < ot absolute,
o ml Wt ‘100 decades the idea has risen that SP:' . which is not 3
In the last two d of the two
mpoun . as
ime i t absolute, but a co ~view of Newton
that;m:;e :i):i(c))nal is a,bs,olute. Under the Worl_d:(:: to God are an
o ted. by Descartes, the contributions of ch: the world-view of
szppfrt: . i ce and an absolute tume. gndeis - absolute space-
a'sotu' tﬁe contribution of science ’to 01 te. Space and time
l?ms o Il views, God, if He be, is absolute. to Einstein, are
time- Ont& ]:\VIew‘rc;n space-time alone accordmng.S being
according to ) . they are part of Hi 8
istics of Grod ; they aré pe -Cartesian in-
somehow charaf}tenihc?:ly pre_o(;pernican, it is also e C}Zr ga;‘tesian
i no
The Gl-t: :;es not analyse the world on };che :;:f:ous develop-
asmuih ;l; 11 has furnished the framework i"orl tde e
odel whic L edge.
IrZeni: in breadth and depth of s entlgcff:rzwthegbackgro“nd of our
Gita as viewe ision of
> ]:(nuc}ll f((;r etf)ls thelz world. Let me now analyse the Vi
modern knowledg
ich the Gita had. . ana—know-
the world WPlChteaches men a three-fold path. of r%}?is throe-fold
Th? kGltza———a,ctio“’ and of bhakti——devotlon..es 't existence—
ledge, of kar iverse where there are three categ(}?:l of the Gita is
18 1 unt n
path o0 shas and Purushottama. The teacfl gthe release of
prakrith dp‘:,m be given by the Purushottama ior
purported to

ile
o told that whi
. ti. We are .

purushas from the grip of prakri purushas are subjected to the

.. 1
prakriti holds purushas in its contmad to the power of the three

delusion of the pai'rs (;fngpgf;::;“ Each purushs suff;x:il :T;Ii‘;(;
Gunas—Sattva, Rz_lﬂz . restless, hard to curb. Tl?rougder tes o
mind——ma,na,s——W.ﬂllc mz;.tte r which come and go;ltG‘.l: is %che path
it has co'ntacts N th of knowledge taught by the “1 i ind and
incarnation. The pa the Samkhya view, 80 l.ong as m b will
of Samkhye. Uu'dird with each other, the sufferings (of pm;ls” The
purusha areg}s;t(:;(:a(riind) must be dissociated from purusha.
continue.
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be curbed by practice and dispassion. The Giita teaches that ajctfon
without desire for the fruits of action is preferable to renunc.la,tlo'n
of action. He who endures the force born of desire and passion is
harmonized. When mind free from the force of desire 'ﬁnds harmo.ny
with matter, purusha ceases to suffer from t.he grip of prakriti.
Having, through knowledge and desireless a,.ctlon, been. frefsd from
mind, what else has purusha to do? It is to realise its true
nature by losing its self in the Purushottama through devo-

tion to Him. The true nature of purusha is therefore the

nature of Purushottama. So then, we have on the one hand

prakriti consisting not only of matter but also of mind, and on
the other purushas who, through the grip of mind which is alien to
the nature of purusha, are unable to realize their true nature,
namely, the nature of Purushottama. Prakriti is spoken of as one
unmanifested from which all manifested beings stream forth at the
beginning of a world age.

Purushottama of whom purushasg are
but parts is another unmanifested. What is

the nature of
Purushottama? In the tenth discourse, Sri Krishna gives illus-
trations of what Purushottamg is. He is time, space, matter,
motion, life, mind, knowledge, deities, all qualities including good
and evil, the seed and container of al] things. Elsewhere He tells
us, “He is minuter than the minute, of f

orm unimaginable ” ! and that
the whole universe is “ one fragment of Himself"2 Again He says
that, “ all beings are rooted in Him but

He is not rooted in
them” and that “as air is rooted in the Ether (Akasa), so all
beings rest rooted in Him ", He is being and non-being. Thug

hottama and yet it ig different from

stand this Being who ig also non-
but is mi
contalns time and is yet timeless,

who is all the manifestations of
matter and ming and yet is unmanifested 9 Therefore the Gita tells

“of form unimaginable”. Vedanta
Ne

Being, who contains a]] space nuter than the minutest, who

us that the Supreme Spirit is
tells us that the Ope Spirit ig

ti, Neti—not this, not this. Sunya-
vada Buddhism tells ug tha beyond this, there ig Nothing.
These are not the God and His Heaven that religions sprung
VI (9).

1X (42),
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. od is the Father of
up elssawhere than in I::(;a, I;:;c};; ewll:;‘;eg in a pre-Copernican
humanity and HI;avenn and Hell have been crowded out f)f SP;":
Space. Sl%dl ) Ité?‘sv:, sign of the profound truth of the Gita t_ a.;
by .CoI')ermcus. X Copernican, it is not opposed to what Copermcliln
w.hlle e pr‘:;ottal,)ma of the QGita reigns as supren}:}erth
Qiscovered. P'urus d is the container of all, whether the ha -
the heart of Ehngs = the Sun moves round the Eaf'th, ‘.:vhet erl
moves round the Sunt}(;:re is no Heaven or Hell which is not z ;1;
e e Spac:h or whether the Earth has aHeavefl abox}rle e
to be found on E&’;h: Gita therefore—and Hindu philosop y'cus
a Hell below. d.e d Reality from a direction where Co?ernflom
genewl__lhswe Sge liz to be found on the other side of Reality fr
had no place.
which we have' &ppl_-fsc;tl?(:'ts gides is one. Synthesis is as mltlchb:
But R oLty W;l gis. The synthesis of Vedanta needs othat
P&.l't S a‘sth:nanilysis of Samkhya. The Samkhyif' T.e‘lls t;is ot
remfo%'ced by f prakriti and not of purusha. Prakrit1 18 .
mind is & part 0 pr. I think, mistakenly translated, bu,t n-l&thus
mattor o8 the wore 1:rds mind as a substance. Matter-n.amd is e
mind.  Samkys rchomplex structure than mat.ter whlch,‘ olx;d .
p Subs'?ance Oi n{:r is 8 dimensional. Has Cartes_lan &‘falysllind yet
O&rteSla’:r:::'uzzlv;h;ch is more complex than’l‘i dtm'lenjsl::: 8hwha.t has
to any s N a part of it? That is
zontain:dt h:hfogiglzezz:aon;‘:ﬂz:ivit}; theory of Einsgt:;-as ;J;:;”’z;:;zz
appen c ) 4 eing regar )
B L o e eians o no reogatee mind o b sl
f)m:n Ofa,(f:zi:;rhf;s been constructed in orfiel‘::ue::l:;::’l::ble to hold
ut space- 3o duali ditisn
ion to the observers individuality an A
:E::; tmind enters the structure ohf si};a.(l; ::m:;mkriti which the Gita
I prosent it a; a,i:x ygp:rfe:; speak of is a 4th dimeTiE::;
and Hindu phllOSO})g which also includes space-time, an b
world of matier-min three associated qualities ?a:ch of w u'zt’ve
in that world 10 : r?) in place of the two qualities _Of lzoslhzch
oppose? t:':: eiﬁtﬁ"; dvivm:ansiona.l world. This hypothesis (of w.
and negatl
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98 TRIVENI

I believe that the 2nd part can be derived from the first) is an
extension of the results of Samkhya analysis. On the Samkhya
view, prakriti is matter-mind. All manifestations from it are m.a,de
up of three real elements—Sattva, Rajas and Thamas—a‘s .agamst
all matter being made up of two opposite elemeflts, positive and
negative electricity. Sattva is opposed both to Ra.]atﬂx and Thamas.
So also Rajas and Thamas are opposed to the re‘mammg tw? resPec-
tively. Thus, if good and evil are the associated opposites in a
world of matter, good, evil and what is both and neither are the three
associated opposites in matter-mind. This involves a synthesis of
opposites,

Prakriti and purusha as object and subject, as field and
knower of the field, are both the same and yet different. In so far
a8 they are the same, Purushottama who comprehends all purushag
is also prakriti and therefore He is time, space, matter, mind, know-
ledge, all purushas including the ‘shining’ category of Devas. He
i3 all that is illustrated in the tenth discourse and yet because He is
different from prakriti, He transcends prakriti, No one~—not even
Einstein—has yet satisfactorily imagined the fourth dimensional

world.  Therefore Purushottama even in His lower ‘unmanifesteq ’
form may be described as unimaginable. The three dimensional enti-
ties of heavenly bodies and all living things are “ threaded on Him ag
rows of pearls on g string "1 “Aj] beings are rooted in Him but He is
not rooted in them.”®  As “air is rooted in the Ether,

rest rooted in Him”. The reality of this three dime

80 all beings
that we see tends to be nil com

nsional world

described ag Maya, illusion. Tt ig a3 if a volume made different
patterns on the surface of water in which it floats, "Phe patterns
are unreal compared with the reality of the volume. They are
impermanent.

I suggest to gentlemen who are learned in Hindu philos0phy
that they may take the hypothesis that I have presented as a work-

antially consistent with the
Hindu Philosophy.
21X (4)

ing hypothesis and see if it i3 not subst
world view of the Gita anq generally of
LVII(7)
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THE WORLD VIEW OF THE GITA

a's

It is an irony of fate that, as.observe(: ﬁ:):t}]l) azf G;;ggan
History of Indian Philosophy, any lmp(ﬁan ofgthe 17th century,
philosophy practically stopped at the middle born. Yet Newton
—_ is to say, just when Newton was °, - the era of
h thlachtedlsthe new era of human knowledge thhtlsnot had the
N(:zzra.l Science. Our philosophy jch'ereforf dh o a,}:ji experience in
benefit of what men have aCh'ieYedt};nukriggwa:dg:ctiOD - India has
fhe fast 590 years. ];::rim;:;zkl:itis; fi) scientists,.and. consi(li(;ari:l(i
orely passed o;{r'er science has in the world YV}.llCh . -couh to
the po'we'rful bac 12gwithin its limits true, Sanskritic learning has °
e 1 1 We::;enrzent with science. I have suggested todeyouOn
ﬁndk'a rai})pr(c:thesis on which the raPproc?ement can be sr::ted-?
W(?r .mg P is the world view of the Gita to be re-pre ottama
this idea, hov? " nsists of purushas coming from ]?.‘u.rus 0 a{; :

The .Un.lvel‘.se c(;ourth dimensional world of prakriti as maizi exi‘s
an.d functlonlngl;n athhes itself to a mind part of prakriti an -
mind. A Purus > a‘l d of matter. Salvation of the purusha 1sd1
then bomn i t};le wo:nd and this release comes through knowlse iii
releace f'rom . '?n and the loss of self in the Su?rex.nelrp I
and desu‘eleSS. e lOHindus have studied prakriti qualitatively. -
througl.l .devotloi-h dimensional world, its quantitative study I(;err;:om
Er&trltl ;; iz j:;lin the future, so that a passage may be made
o be &
Samkhya to physics. ery as it was 2,000

N}e:ed the world be to 'uls dﬂ;‘;t::?“?on;yisl!lteniia of thought and
years ago ?  Are we n?t entl.t o than we did ? May not the
action to know the reality a little mOI“i1 < be due to a lack of mecha-
mystery which 'hid x:};?cllrerz:z)};ai::;l has, been supplied totus S::i:z
pism of oXpresten science ? Let us think of these mat_be-ll‘i 1
through Eurgp:lzz with the confidence that is our responsibility.
reverence an

. auspices of the
is the substance of a lecture ‘.lehvere((}l-::dDe:y t:eelebrafions.
The ‘bovg lI:Iy Madras, in connection with the Gi
Samskrita Academy, !
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Collision
By K. S. VENKATARAMANI
. 1

The beautiful, little railway station of Akkur, new I‘nodel, Sftands
in a shady grove on an arching curve of the track, like a bird on
the leafy branch of a mango tree. It is a beauty spot on the short
branch line from Mayavaram to Tranquebar, the Queen of the
Coromandel Coast.

The soil is fertile. All around the vegetation is rank and

luxuriant though so near the sea. The cocoanut trees peer the sky.

Giant banyan and stately mango cover the earth with g deep shade

of solemn green. Life in Akkur seems a little id

yil. The railway
line gives it only a fresh and added charm, a snake-like beauty and
fascination.

The little dots of fresh white buildin
pound look like huts in a hermitage.
reverie,

gs in the railway com-

The station seems & place for
and no wonder even the trains move so dreamily, whistling
a love tune to the bracing winds from the sea,

11

The sky was almost free and the crescent moon seemed to
crawl and play with the wayward, floatin

steady breeze from the sea was blowin
a little eminence of its own, received i
No. 8 had just left for Tranquebar leisurely winding her way
to the lull of the evening sea.
The clock struck eight.
and rose to go to his resident
to its feed after the day's hard

g shapes of thin cloud. A
g in, and Akkur, standing on
t to the full.

Ramanujam hag finished his work,

ial quarters near by, blithe as a bull
work.

“1 knew of this fate for me even on my wedding day,” growled
Lakshmi greeting her lord coming home after the day’s work.

The growling voice was soft and rich but it was loaded with a

30

31
COLLISION

i and alert,
1 The station master, young
heavy charge of emotion. : yOume ®
uiclz’ of sight and sound, felt danger ‘m the m;mg:f ol
! Will the peace of the night be disturbed :
ot 1 th
’ "OHELO:With T.akshmi at home everything went wrong, from the

b tick to the well. For, the broomstiek was rough and long,
“ broomstic ® .

o . And the
nd looked more like an instrument of Chasmsmgdp:hzegouth Tndian
a 11 stood in lonely splendour a little way off, and e cuored pro-
v};:ilway rejoiced in using rubble everywhere W1th(;n ;le s braisod
incts. which hurt Lakshmi's tender, unprotected sole.
cinets, . 9
inine soul in revolt?
foot puts the .femln ble, dear, why on the very ﬁrsf: day you are
" What is the troub'® , tured to ask in a kindly and con-
.. on R&manujam ven lace is
cf)x.np'l a.mu;fne after a long pause, “ Look.a.round,.thec : o
mhatl.nﬁg t. The station stands on & little eminen
magni cent.

”

o “ Wh t .'s.the trouble!” Lakshmi cut short the glowing
at i

. bears can live. Not a soul or
description, .“ In thlsnfioxl')el:z: ;c;n:cl:::ch of owls, the hiss of sn.akes
sound Jor ml'les : 1(1112 frogs. I can't live here a day longer. Ex:;eel".
and the musflc Ob wire to-night; you have been so go(;)d a,: e
get a,'tra.ns er ylife for otbers weal and woe, pray do i o
graphing all YOul; Signal at once your distress to your ol h;,
once for yourse f;ar gr sond me home to Cuntur by the fm;gh is
:m? geliihtf;?fhe; the Boat Mail. Enough have I seen o
rain w
i l;'f:l;shmi finished decisively, and ]:l ur:cgheﬂ;:vzl::lerdizz 1:; :Z:
s he
temper. Rama‘nu]amick and trained eye for all moving things, rom
o hadhai:wf: yitafo(i:y miles an hour to domestic farniture that spins
trains that 1y
eccentric circles. -am’s sandhya prayers which
The cup wWas meani; nf:r le‘;;az?]a};el d, for his u.n-brahminict?l
would be some atone!(‘;f course the train timings did not'pem;l
sorvice o7 ral;::f)(’:ma.nce at their correct vaidic hour with the
their proper
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32 TRIVENI
twilight. But better late than never was Lakshmi's creed so far as
her husband was concerned.

Ramanujam turned the cup uneasily in his hands, up and down,
half afraid to declare by word of mouth that it was empty. Lakshmi
shot a look of scorn from the left corner of her left eye, and
pointed out the well outside that shone in lonely splendour uncon-
scious of its great part in this little drama of life, Then she
softened a little, and with an air of contempt ang condescension
showed the tub near her.

Ramanujam stole half limping to the tub of water near her,

Seeing that things were going too far even on the first day, he

mustered a little courage and desired to nip the mischief in the bud
“You call this a fit place for bears. .

spot, dear, on the whole line.

nid. Tranquebar,

It is the most envied
The trains are few. The traffic is

: the Queen of the Coast, is but g station off and
waits for you. Ours is a little paradise if onl

ats 1 Y we know how to
enjoy 1t well together. Enough have I slaveq In junctions both
night and day without rest or sleep! Here the work 18 nothing ;
indeed my pay is pension.” ®

“Yes, indeed, your pay is on the

pension scale: twenty rupees
a month and no extra income,

My brother will be ashamed even to
own me. What you get for a month he

over the flag in another way.”  She made very unkind reference
to the station-master's emblem of power.
[13
Yes, yes, he is g very luck
y fellow. Whoever tho
Sarangan would bloom int o that

0 an LCS! Is he now an Assi

sistant
Collector at Guntur ? All can't be Collectors : then trains won't
run.”  Ramarujam attempted humour to scatter t

\ ; he frown gatherin
¥1ke bfaes on Lakshmi's lotus-face, and continued in a glj htlg
Ingratiating tone, “ But, why, dear, S

i u

gets for a day. He rules

“Whia};l:zhml ignored the question proudly and asked her own
Ve you spread out to-night so b i ing
aron 1ght 80 broad a leaf like an eating

Ramanujam hoping that Supper would have an excellent effect on
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her temper and save a domestic collision whose a'fter—effects it Wou}lld
take a long time of skill and patience to repair, Tan throulgh :) e
sandhya with great speed letting down quickly much Watfr ts }p ! e;
tween his fingers. Then he himself took out a broaq Ela.(ri) amr ;?e
and began to spread it out for his meals. He sprin e dfm ; e
water thereon, cleaned it nicely over and over' a.gm.n, at;f .madu
dued grunts and appropriate gestures was declaring hu]xolse {eci :;e
Lakshmi caught him in the act and put the above in
queryl'{amanujam dared a straight reply this time: “ B?cil-llie’ :)lz,:t::;
leaves grow splendidly in our compoun(.i. It is z; ”er ile sp
like of which you don't have for many miles a’,roun . .
“Mhen eat the leaves ; for rice bags don't grow wild here,
't feed two souls”
twin];i::p;iz c::;s too will grow wi{d for us veryfsca):;.1 It ym:
would bu't learn a little patience arfxidszv:}ll :h:mfrzzju; oR ailwa.‘y o
“Y,earn it yourself and earn fr : gode!
“ 41 come with God’s favour. The goods- section wi
be opeitec;’ I:z.ln(:i, dear, you will have then ev:rythlaidflra:hzxzr;er:
asking : the finest table-rice, gram a-l.ld pudse. ol e s ot
generous scale of fees to the under-paid and ov
this earth.”

I

.y . . th
Ramanujam spoke sitting and polishing his leaf patlzx;tlz; VZ; !
e .
sprinkled water which rolled like drops of:' pearlf fron:r o ont”
Lakshmi stood like a goddess in a prophetic fit o al:lghis: e
war trembled in the balance like the water-drop ©
it proved to be. .
et Lpli:l(fn; :verwhelmed with a gracious mood, Wh;eled] 1:tfo 1t}:.;
: ; lipped a plateiu
i her own, and shpp
i ith a stately motion all .
kltclfe:l] :ite all over the leaf in such fine disorder as only an angry
cooke
i how to slip. .
e I'Efws: lft of poli:hed rice in unbroken grains of beau};y zwezxtl
e
l(la t gste in Ramanujam even for a manly p.rote-st. ed gst
aw:)yta BJhandfulss his story of pacification with increased zest,
in between g
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34 TRIVENI

dramatically opening another cha

pter of his conquest for his
Cleopatra’s sake,

“The local magnate is already my friend. You don’t know how
mighty rich he is: three hundred velis, two thousand acres of first-
class nanja. Even from the station yard I can spy his hayricks and
grain-heaps as high as hillocks. It is a sight for the gods.”

Ramanujam had read in novels of women’s delight in the tale

of rich and powerful men. Why not try the effect of a neighbour's
story on the peevish mind and mood of Lakshmi ?

“ Yes, Mr. Mudaliar is already my friend. We owe indeed thig

railway line to him, and this besutifal little station of Akkur ig
wholly a creation of his. Tt is of no use to others.
He asked for it and got it.

Board and the District Boar

It is his own.
Mr. Mudaliar is a member of the Taluq
d.  His proud boast is that he signs his
name in such & way in Tamil that it is easily mistaken for English,
He even thinks of standing for the Legislative Couneil,
man can do many magic things in this world."

Lakshmi seemed to listen to the story,

yes, reading maketh a full man, and novel-reading makes one g good
pilot in stormy seas.

A rich

Ramanujam chuckleq:

“The great Mudaliar swept into the s
the new Auburn Sedan this afternoon to catch No. 6.- He wag gaily
dressed like a peacack, and his white teeth shone like lightning in g
cloud-spread sky. He is young and corpulent. Hig body gleams
like polished iron rubbed a little with ’

tation in all the glory of

oil.  That is the way of all
old fat and blue flesh.”
Lakshmi nodded leave to &0 on but hinted that the philosophie
bits might be left out.
“ Fortunately,

No. 6 was late by half an hour

was kept a trifle longer by his lady love at Tranquebar, T had all
the time with Mr. Mudaliar. We gave him our best chair, Though
it had a broken leg it was well fixed with a country nail—oyr
porter, Karian, is a fine fellow, and he used hig inherited skill, his

father was a blacksmith, to bring together a broken leg and a chair,
and charge a carpenter’s feo f Mr. Mudaliar was very

or the same!
kind to me and he Promised me hig support,  On his return he will

34
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; hat
v ba rice. I understand t
send us two bags of frst-class irik et his household and royal
the station-master is reckoned as part of ms
e.” . d the
lugga}iamanujam boldly spun the tale. Half of it ;vas f:;t{ e:;nmind
. . s of an aspiring, hen-p :
other half the legitimate inferences 0 b 1dpvent:n‘e or gypsy tale.
And Lakshmi’s smile was worth any bo 1 temper. Lakshmi's
Yes, there were visible signs of returning goo et
1
o ile.
face was lit with a very sly smi have even
ace Ramanujam rejoiced beyond measure. He W(;ui:y athoring
lapped his hands for joy. But the right hfx,nd e d all over his
?:pp lar moun(i the fine grains of rice scattere
into a regu
leaf. Thank God, it was broa.,d e;fou.gh;m ood as sanctioned, all &
“Ag for the goods section it I;thinggyou dream of, dear, from
i days. You will have ever : L ram
doestion e i::f)] lordly cabbage; from choice fuel to table nge,logmbo
petity glreenj)f course, all free. Mudaliar himself export§ to t0m o
se; ] i retu
:‘;enﬁu th;u.sand bags of rice every year, end lmp(;;tsshlzzir to Cape
f 'tsyand ﬁowers, all dainties and luxuries from ;il o of course,
(;m in. And everything must pass through our han
omorin.
” : i he
dear. ice! dible, mighty rich
“Pwenty thousand bags of rice ! Incre bt 'ﬂ vod of wealth ?”
t be for that! What does he do with a.l | tha one under-
rr;llllls as & subtle change in Lakshmi’s voice anddnovs.'
ere w s . 8.
stood the native charm of her talk 1; }F eactefautleg’oo He continned in
- r .
iam felt the trinmph of ms 8 . 8 are, and
Rmt;:;ut]:ne “Yeg, yes, marvellously rich these fel:;:ratio;s o
o a'll)lsm;dle and ;icious. The miser's hoard of t:hlt'.eell tgof dny. The
::lv?atti’d' labour' of the poor is now dséemg ::;Z Ilgunderstand that
. ; d of advisers, R
daliar has a nice ban . herein. He has
i’zunf gotx ?na.ster of Akkur has an ex-ofﬁcl; plac(:; :mertha,t his gny
e station- am
. i h of ages.
finished the liquid cas cam. I have
a.lre"*;ily th?S evening was to 8 money-lender at N([la);a:::here o idle
marc 4 from Rameshver to Peshawar, dear, .a,n S Tamil 1and.
tf-a.mpe o selfish, callous and low as herfa in our (;wtamarind hae
gch a};re 8 oot tht; root of all our manly virtues an
ice has cu

soured us for ages and completed the ruin.
3b



36 TRIVENI

Lakshmi was getting more and more absorbed in the story and

was Just beginning to discover a slender vein of poetry in her lord.
Has sylvan solitude and sea

-breeze such mystic effects on over-
worked and under-fed men ?

She wondered.
Ramanujam thought that this mellow mood was

a ripe occasion
to ask for a favour.

He had not yet progressed with his meals.
He was all along waiting for soup.  After serving him with rice g0
well, Lakshmi sat down opposite to him intent on the tale with all
the grace and majesty of her static pose.

Ramanujam gently began,
The place is as chill as Ooty,

Lakshmi fell from Heaven

“The rice is rather getting cold.

Some sambhar it you please, dear.”

“ Swmbhar! Is there any feast today ? Why do you love this
sambhar so wretchedly well? Now I see that it i
the sambhar that has soured you,
Lakshmi repeated herself, “
I have not had the time even to
face. Is it not enough to get co
house ? Strange indeed are the
of us than as beasts of burden

s the tamarind ip
indeed, as you say.”

Sambhar ! Ts there any feast today ?
set my things in order or wash my
oked rice on the first day in a new

ways of men! They think no better

and toys of pleasure.”
There wasia strange glint in her e

face. The malady seemed far dee

yes and a hollow look in her
per than the immediate cause of
sambhar. Every touch of home life seemed to hurt her deeply.

Ramanujam simply collapsed. There wag hushed silence for
several minutes.

v

Middle-statured, a little soft and plumpy, shining with the
colour of burnished gold, Lakshmi looked & round-faced, perfect
Burman beauty. But the high brow, the rising forehead, and the
eagle nose and eyes, and the unfading lustre of a high-class
Brahmin girl gave her a marked look of distinction ang aristocratic
birth to which she hag really no claim. Hers wag

: a humble birth
and her classic beauty wag g strange gift of the gods i
mutations of life.

Her father was an agent in the houschold of one of the leading
36

37
COLLISION

-- i ugh his
aristocratic Mahratta Brahmin families of Tan]‘)::s :“l:;)ofth, he
was only ten kalams of paddy and five rup ironment of
- the real master of the housebold. In s“"? o en':-’111 her tenth
v:rai:tocratic culture and refinement Lakshmi grew U
birth-day. dden fall. It went into insolvency.
The great house had -s . al without royal means,
For, the traditions of hospitajhty We:e ama};nst it in all the courts.
and thr.e:e importdaj“:‘l i:;:l;sllllil:schv:eefna brfken-hearted.man, when she
La,ks.hmls fathefr[ y other lived only to see her married at fourteen.
was just ten. .ame;;: a remote, poor kinsman of. hers. tHe s:::z gf: v
bri hi{zmanailthe College at the time of his wedding. fu-lzst Alled
L nck sot d him almost immediately after. A o erh 1. He
ﬁ:m;l;nzeliice proficient in geography in kthte nghyoii, goos-a o
1 . . ie 1 ocket as a
rosmed ol ovei)Indfliace::ﬂ::;;:v:yp;;s;ZmpWhich winks at a free r’idlel
thaoks to the bene ar their bodies with the sacred ash,'and e
by all vs{ho care ;O SI;; fying squad of ticket examiners click their
?ieads P“:)“ilj;: ti:am as so much of their own time and money
ngers be
wasted. . ) anujam came to an end
Som'e how th(ils t)(:i)m“i&gsslil::anf: I;I‘I'I:‘,?ftir:: Sui’erint?ndent’ recent:y
when .a kindly an 'tzd togthe Service, discovered this bogus Y?:mi
and directly reont He sympathised with the story (?f Ramanltl} ot
sudbe Madun:t and unfulfilled life, appointed hlm.as;1 .a ;(;tner
Wel?did b;tgsjavaram on promise that he would take 1n s p
collector A
and set up h().me" as a ticket-collector and signa}ler WaS. a splein(::i
Ramwu]?lms d‘ earnest work. He kept his promise anc éoo
record of good an (;n the first day he saw that Lakshmi waf.s ¢
up home. .But. even way ; indeed, t0o great for the touch o' m.a .
groat for o e}v'eryelf as,; o slender stream of water -Sprmglmgi
Ho appoered 10 tllllmsb the side of a mighty river whufh mov;:Ie
from obscure d'ePt Sofya mountain-birth and inborn. motion. :
with all tho m&]etshy lofty bunds of reserve and mix with the moxlrmg
dared n;:‘, b;z:;l:ble eofferi);,g of love. He was content to craw] along
gstream ms
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38 TRIVENI

by her side obeying instinctively her
and high turns of mind.

But Mayavaram did Ramanujam one definite good. It gave
him back his old school-boy love of books. And one common trait
cheered him, that Lakshmi too loved reading. He became & vora-

cious reader of books; thanks to the Higginbothamg’ book-stall angd
to the friendly relations he kept up with its

him the decent view that books are in the fir
then for sale to those who can buy but do n

sweeping curves of gesture

clerk, who shared with

st place for being read,

ot read.

Ramanujam was tired of the strenuous work and night v.igils
at the Mayavaram Junction for over five years. When the branch
line was opened from Mayavaram to Tranquebar he had his eyes on

Akkar, the coveted station on the whole line. He knew that his
urban-minded partner would scarcely like the calm, the solitude and
the grandeur of Akkur. But he was not prepared for the thunder-
storm even on the opening day.

Ramanujam had merits of his own which yielded decigive
success in many measures of life.

He had not the frank and striking force or beauty of direct power,
He made a point through endlegs manceuvres. Usually he doubled
this skill before the august presence of Lakshmi. That was the
fatal error. Women hate this kind of skill, and Ramanujam had
read of it even in the cheaper novels of the book-stall. But in real
daily life it was impossible for him to change by magic or tuition

the winding, sneaking tissues of hig body or the secret glands that
poured continuously this malicious stream of subtle strategy into his
halting blood.

His was the Insinuating way.

The net result was that Ramanu
fateful day for hig soup while Laksh
splendour of her queenly face turne

Time passed painfully and the

jam was stil] waiting on thig
mi was Squatting with the full
d on him like g search-light.
delicate deadlock continued.

\

No. 8 on her return journey from Tranquebar was screaming

at the outer as No. 13, Whistleg shrieked with a vengeful noise and
a petulant ire. Ramanujam wag still waiting for sambhar,

still
38
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is fine
i ad leaf. He broke his
mounding the seattered pearls o7 hli':’:l(:a and scattered the heap of
i
work at the first scream of the W t of7 rotest, and rushed out to
rice all around in anger as the one ac P  his voics, * In tho
. . ] the top © !
receive the roaring train, crying 3'_t e ThI:a come and go early
branch line they have no sense of time. ybe noreafter. Where
and late as they choose. But that shall never
i Karian ?” ) . hose
’ theKS:Oiuzd;el‘;he Zrop of the whole station. He1s 1:11<etm:r]h\:rd (;m.
ria : . e to
good-will is essential for the motion of trains. tB;;me dond drank,
the day his share of domestic troubles. He go the usual daily luck
for he made for himself eight annas more thal} xcess load. What
from a rustic who came with a gunng l:)at:.g s:ag{:er home, break the
i intoxicated mood, bu 5 Chis food:
could h; h('io l?f;:iead 9 He too had difficulty in gettlrtlf hls'nf:hop’
8w ! e gin-
pots a',n lnin s for the week never reachec‘i home.ash ti o
- gls ea:l; fvay On hearing the screaming tra‘l}: e
stood on the . everything.
: i if he would blow up
swea,rllzng and'czlrsvlvzgs :‘: ; age. “You rogue, where had you been
amanuja
- ” e
sleeping ? uite awske. I had Sofn
“Sleeping! No, Master, I :&:thready and I beat my wife.
meals wer . . in
troub}e . lllgmf?n?:lf Iw:i):ch her and get meals, the tr;xﬂ is roaring
cou . ig drunk.
E::ore time. Let her roar. I fear the driveris fozd!” Ramanujam
. ; ife! Karia, to get your rter
“Beating your wife! . nd so easy to & porter.
ondered how such a thing was possible a imo for & more
‘gut the train was screaming, and there v‘fmi{:rian to get at his
laborate investigation of the methods o
e
. ick meals. . in
reclpe‘ o go(;) d] 3:@(1 2:;0 seme-phore and see that the pof‘“ts :::911:)’
‘ ower Ths = . ew
o ':inon " Jor. on the second line there were a
proper position.”  Ifor,

rakes o1 2 b&“asrfttrttlt:;aring to the handle to lower the seme-phore
Karian we

i i , “ 1 ’. l ’ g t l'llShed ; See

° th?‘ s;:lts.'” dead drunk ? Karian? No. The engine driver is,
o is

39
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Karian roared to himself at the to

p of his voice and tried to lower
the signal cursing and muttering, Come, come, you strumpet, Tl
break your law even as T broke her head just now. Not 5 moment
of peace in this wretched work on railways.”
Hardly the signal seemed to lower,

No. 13 starteq thundering
along the lines.

The key barely turned in the doors of his office room. Rama-
nujam had not yet reached even his coat and flag. There wag g
terrible crash as of engines fighting for way. The little vagabondigh
train ran against the ballast engin

e and empty rakes on the second
line. No. 13 leapt out of the track.

Ramanujam stood thunderstruck. The crescent moon wag
struggling through a heavy cloud.
Fortunately there was no in

jury to life except for g hearty
shake at a chill hour. No. 13 came almost empty except for

Mr. Mudaliar and his 8uy retinue. But Mudaliar himself did not
travel as an ordinary passenger bu

He was naturally p

on a track which was so much his own.

Lakshmi flung aside the conventions of her )ife at this critica)

She who was never afraid of collisions gt home was rather
taken aback at the terrific sight of riding steel ang fmashed timber
before her very eyes, Almost immediately ghe Was seen on the
station platform by the s

ide of her lord With a troubleg face where-
in anxiety shone like the cloud in the moon,

Yes, collision was in the ajr since eight o'clock in the evening,
Thank God that the whirlwi

hour.

nd which Sprang at home Spent
itself abroad.
Thank God that what came to wreck life wreckeq only steel
and timber,

Yes, collision wag in the air since eight o'clock in
Thank God that it wrecked only vagabondish trg;
tiful lives in thejr first

the evening,

08 and empty
rakes, and not young and beay

making.
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The Artist’s
Solution to the World Problem

By C. JINARAJADASA, M.A., (Cantab)

. exists, man-

. religion and ever).r phllosophy thz,z corning the
In spite of eVG'JI‘y asking certain questions ((:1 At whose

kind - will n.ever g;vef;foff days in India, men aSkem;}nd doth life,

origin of tfzngs.- . ;ght on its perch ? At whose com

behest doth min

1 f the answers
d?" (Kena Upanishad). 1In spite o
the first, proceed ?

estions.
111 ask the same qu .
given by the Upanishads, we still tion, two types of answers

) : f civili . .
Till lately, in the history : the solutions offered by religion
they ar

oo s th
£ religion is either that all life is the
wer 0

s ifestation
that it is the ma,m.
d, a Creator, OF f philosophy
eotion of » Perszngi*i(:coipie, an Absolute; ,t;w ar;i\:;i; ot p
na . is the so .
of an Impersoh + thet in man himself 18 ewer is offered 40
's largoly to & 0‘ f modern science, allOthe;f is the result of a
‘With the rise 0 . is that all hie . ;
. qsed brxeﬂy, . ‘n the composltxon (o]
us which, Summallsdue to forces inherent 1n o up. the solution
- S .
mechanice! pro‘c;]s olution’ is the word thh- S'l:)n sums it up in the
mater itselt the :vorld problem, just as religl
f science to ity .
o d’ or philosophy in ~ Unity orld problem, to which so
word ‘Go t another solution to the W that given by Art.
18 vet a . is .
tl‘here lty tion has been paid. It lt as having solutions to
far little atton ker for truth looks to ArA-t the cult of Beauty,
Scarcely any see okind mostly looks uPon hl ’result of rofinement
his puzzles, for ma{) llishment of activities, t eay have & solution 0
t m .
as merely the em : ligation. 'That Ar .. hilo-
.re ilisation f religion, p
and sensxtlven‘;s’s t:qs:; in rank or value to that o gioun,
the world problem

1 theory.
is perheps & PO ieh to propound, though I cannot
hic

hat as a
th. Indeed, somew
: leneg by intuition than by clear

are familiar to us;
and philosophy. The ans

sophy or science,
’ yBut it is that theory W .
expound it here at any very gf&r i
i T have to feel my way
pioneer, .
¥
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mental sight; and hence there will necessarily be many gaps in my
exposition.

Let us start with an example, that of a rainbow. Suppose one
were to ask, “What is a rainbow ?” we shall certainly have the
scientific explanation, that it is an effect due to the refraction of
light, as that light is broken up by prisms made by falling rain-
drops. That explanation is true. But it i
But a second explanation, not less true, is that of Arg: « A rain-
bow is an exquisite thing of beauty.” The two truths do not con-
tradict ; nor do they supplement each other,
different planes. But what will be the effe
sorrowful man or woman who sees one ?
“ way out”, for however brief a time,

by offering pictures to the mind, or t
the intuition.

8 only one explanation.

for they move on two
¢t of a rainbow on g
It will be to suggest a
from the prison-house of grief,
endernesses and realisations to
eaction to the beauty of a rain-
the world problem ?

small picture by Manishi Dey,

Does not an artistic r
bow contain a solution to one part of

I have before me as I write a

the size of a postcard, of g Madras jutka and pony. The mo
T'saw it, T “fell in love” with it, and purchased it,
out to the pony, and every time I look at him I feel that he ig the

archetype of all the suffering jutka ponies of Madras,
is bony, and depressed ; but the arti

ment
My heart went

are two brass lotahs picked up for a few rupees the other day in
»and a tiny earthenware cup (; one-twelfth of an

solution ig offered

Y a great
rds

» Yet a solution is there.

THE ARTIST'S SOLUTION 43

know by experience that the following lines are true, for they
describe the way that a landscape, or the painting of one by a great

painter, affects me. Once,
On looking from a window onha“if.nd _
That lay in silence underneat e sun .
A ltnd )o,f broad green meadows, through which poured
Two rivers, slowly widening to the sea—
Thus as I looked, I know not how or wlhence,
! fant sou
Was borne to my hush’d expec . .
That thought, late learned by a.nxx;);sl-‘w‘;bted man,
i i i Eternal Mind.
The infinite patience of the _ ‘ o
What eal different type of a solution to the riddle of life hw
offered by a great piece of architecture, for instance, that of ¢ i
1 if s eg
Taj and its attendant mosques and gardens. It is as if =o'mlig; in
Divine Thought had descended to earth and become materia LfB o
marble, with an aura of green trees and sunlit water. So too is the
!
2 Borobudur in Java. . . 7
effeaI:;)f‘s :vhen we come to music, that the solution given by Al:t
: 1 eaks
to the great problem is profoundest and most lasting. Thus sp
Adelaide Anne Procter in her Lost .Chord:
I know not what I was pl.a.ymg,
Or what I was dreaming b!?en ;
But I struck one chord of music
Like the sound of a great Amen.
It quieted pain and sorrow, -
Like love overcoming strife;
It seemed the harinonious .echo
From our discordant hfc?.
It linked all perplexéd rueanings
Into one perfect poace,
And trembled awsy into silence
As if it wero loth to cease. ’ .
That one single chord of ten notes should link “all perplexad

n__ that prove that Art

meannings into one perfect peace ‘does .m)t come to

has a sog]ution to the great problems .?. It is tonly :;hesn X;honies_

the ‘abstract’ music of the WeSt_—IFS sonatas ant &y rticular
st he majestic power of music, especially in tl.us pa .

that \::e:v i;:x;ih tIe&m éonﬂi dering of Art as offering solutions. Every

aspec

43
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sonata and symphony of Beethoven—

particularly Beethoven—has
to me a solution.

What that is T cannot state in words. It is the
same with every musician’s composition,

Consider the solution to the problem whither death leads offered
in the three great “funeral marches ” of Beethoven, Chopin and

Wagner. They tell us of Something, greater, nobler, more majestic
than anything we know ip our hu

in sorrow, more radiant with hope,
think the Upanishad gives a fain
leads.  “ What no word can reves,
know thou as Brahman indeed, no
Of all the three funeral marches, i

Iman experiences, more poignant
more certain than life itself. I
t realisation whither great music
1, what revealeth the word, that
t this which they worship below.”

t is Wagner's that moves me most.
Tt describes the life history of Siegfried—~the love of his father and
mother, his heroie youth, the curse on aj| three, his glory and his
failure, the strange

karma of it all—by the interblending of musical
‘motives,‘ in a slow march g0 awe-inspiring and '

come to its cessation.

All who know what Western music at jtg greatest can be
feel immediately that it was g far-reaching truth which Browning
uttered when he said:

Sorrow is hard to bear and g
Bach sufferer says his s
But God has a few of us, w
The rest may reason, g

8o Art too has its solution. The poet, the sculptor
ter, the architect, the musician gets

states it adequately or inadequately
dancer also.

oubt is slow §o olear,
ay, his scheme of the weal ang woe ;

hom He whispers in the ear ;

nd wolcome ; 'tig We musicians know.

, the pain-

a flash of that solution, and

in his creation. N ot less a great

Way’; but not e

artist that he too is showing us that Way,

even if his own feot are
not yet treading it.
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The Ancient Tamil Civilisation

By V. NARAYANAN, M.A., ML

; f
. th India are fond o
. history of Sou :
Modern writers on ﬂ;ea Tamil civilisation independent of the
e 0

pointing out the existonc ion south of the Vindhyas. They have
reg

ivilisation in the . their theses:—
Ar).,an y lied on the following evidence .for -+ soen from the
e h \liarities of the Tamil language
1) The pect ) . .
(1) earliest extant Tarrfll pozfzqin those poems of the five
ifeation that 18 ma
9) The classification ram.
@1 Thinais and of Aham ;ndtspggathe Tamil country by
oduc
3) T ferences to the pr Rome.
@ e goographers of Groece and otfh of the Vindhyas
The references about the region SO

(4) The refe o .
: ic literature. . p d in the
ln'f\f’redlcc]el:ein the forms of worship as;sfoun

en = .y m .
(®) The :l ::1 Vedas and the Dravidian Ag; - ioilisation
' -t ni 8

tr):i' s of the characteristics of thihail thore was @
studies .

But ﬁ;esetqt:e outset by the assum gtw:ndent of the Aryan
are vxt:w,te a and a Dravidian race indep to note that there is
Dravidian cultureA an race. It is important to osed fo Arya.

L ' ida as o -
culture and t%le S&ngrit works to Dra..wda a‘.q ﬁ‘},)e etions of &
o reforenee "; « known to Sanskrit writers are
The five Dravidas foreign
group of the Aryan people; the early

. g one un o uat
0o » whole of Il]dl& a o the tl)’] ‘

f Rome ]‘Of('BI’ .1’0 th;;\:';q ¢ isi "
Tamilakam 1t 1s on s 8 name O & div

ele ‘('1&!1 (1] B.nd 1’.0 A <
ll][e &4 1

: -lasses of evidences
w deal with the five ¢
‘ Taprobane.” 1 shall no

: d
L idian language an
sertatun the peculiarities of the Dravidia
Firstly, as to

ds
. s made of the wor

4 age: No gystematic s.tudy Tajpi:mil. A systema-
of the Tamil la,ngu' gl ;ormﬂ prevalent in why late Mr. R. Swami-
or of the gmmmatxc:de in this direction by the

tic attempt was m
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writers of Greece and
it. and if they refer to
1
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natha Ayyar. The evidence that he had gathered and published
serves to show that the peculiarities of the Tamil language as
regards grammatical form and construction

are common to the
Prakrit languages,

and that the vocabulary of earlier Tamil
bore close affinities to the vocabularies of the Vedag and the
earlier Prakrits which prevailed in the Punjab regions,
emphasis is laid by modern writers on the scanty referen
Vedic literature to gold, ivory and pearl

Much
ces in
; and inferenceg are

notion that the Vedas embodied the en
early Indians. The Vedas and especially the Mantrg and the
Brahmana portions were manuals prepared for yge by the adherents
of a special school of worship. There gre indications ip thege
compilations which point out that these Mantras anq Brahmanag
were not written for the occasion

tire civilisation of the

of special efficacy when used as
magical incantations at Fire oblations. A later attempt in the
same direction is by the Sutrakaras who selecteq passages from
these compilations for use on the occasions of the several ceremoniey
prescribed by them for the householder. Although the selected
pieces (which are arranged in the order in which they are to be used at

the rituals) contain occasional references to followers of other schools

of worship, those references

Poke the same language
ame culturaj influences, [t will
be as vain a task to re-construct the 5 ivilisation
from the Vedic Mantras and Brahmanas ag

the ancient Tamit civilisation from the e

relies of early Tamil literature.
works are anthologies, and
Vedas were compilations

ight anthologies
Both the Vedag
anthologies with defip;

from the earlier Vedje
which in the opinion of the compilers h

© Sangam works were anthologies from earlier Tamil poets made by
grammarians in support of their own theory of the Thinais.  Just
as in the Vedic Mantras there are indications that offerings were

and other
and the Sangam
te purposes. The

poety of passages
ad value ag magic. The

46

>

. C&tlons i

; did not necessarily
Tamil poems
hat the early - lly because
. Sanian:hwgrl:)i:u;ean doctrine of Thinais ; but naturally
conform to the Proc

Y lves, one cannot
biect these anthologists had set before themsetves,
f the object these

i ithin their scope.
h evidence about matters not falling within
expect much evi

1d naturally be
i and pearl wou o
i nces to gold, lvor.y te that it is not
Thirdly, r?fere tras ; but it i8 important to .nofe‘ nds also that
few in the Vedic fmmof thae Vedic school but their frie
merely the enemies

the
- | and gold. I

: ty of ivory, pear &% 0
are described as having plenty pamil country, how is it that the

derived from Sanskrit? If ivory

anskrit name Ibha-danta, then %t
was known to the Gr;e;‘:d?gnt;:osuct, or the Tam'mil and t::ﬂS:ns:;:
s for o NOrth ve been the same even 1n. those curly S
words for ivory must Ztes o e thoory of o0 mde?ae:e o T
In other words, adc;/(i:ith s, They o t.zentity s
civilisation ax:e face b e Cparybes of i ity v e
mpartant dhar langlZ'&gof civilisation (namely, the a,.rt clos o ol
o ,ame from the
that the Sanskrit v::r(i jl;[::i(lln(:; el was apparently D
such an answer

tely, a

t grew separately,

. in bunches, bu

Muita because it did not ngO}:vt”’:he word Mukta or Muktaphala was
a )

the bunches or Kulas of fruits is
: le verses and for bunches of

products were peculiar to the k
words for ivory and elephant ar

single pearl in an oySfte‘r. —
used in Sanskrit in dmtmctlonf g o of

lature 1% . ktakam an
seen from t};o :OI:;Trla S emer s " led o Mu
versos linked together. 1

; ied by Tamil
ture 18 copie
latt Kulakam. The same nomendz’:lai the Tamil form of the
atter am. K ulad, T

:eoiligr with < in
grammarians; and one 18 fomili s regards gold, reference

v A ‘rent in
: wla for bunches. : that were curren
Sanskrit WO‘td tK”:he soveral varieties of go]dmeq CF those varietios
X x 1 D e Y na S
st H]ldzic‘a 0 the early days; and the
Northern India

i imilarly, elephants

. n India. Simi

these sources are to be found in Northerg or forests wherefrom they
es

i lace
o clssifid nccordin 8 laces indicate that elephants
wore obts d the names of these P
were obtained, an f e
were not peculiar to South India 2
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Next, the absence of numerous r

eferences to the regions south
of the Vindhyas in early Vedic lit

erature provey only that the Fire
Cult was confined to a particular region in North India. In fact,

references are similarly very few asg regards large portions of the
country north of the Vindhyas. The region of the Uttars, Kurus
was held particularly sacred by the followers of the Fire Cult, ag

many of the elaborate sacrifices and rituals were conducted in that
region. Tt is therefore nataral ¢

Mantra and Brahmans, manuals.

Agamic cult also came under the control of g special priesthood who
performed elaborgte rituals preseri

bed in the Agamas. That the
Agamas existed ip the early days, although they were considered
heterodox by the Vedic school, is seen by the discussion of
their evidentiary valge by the Sutrakarg, Badarayana, The
distinctions betwean the Vedic

and the Agamic ritualg
also to be seen i the daily life of the people.

natural way of the dis

In course of time the popular

are

posal of

48
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THE ANCIENT TAMIL CIVILISATION N
RETIOPE t only of Agamic form

poemms mow XU v;et}ii: d\;:(;lil(:ca::::r:‘isﬁ::s. Fsll‘om the d%sc?:t};u;ﬁ
worship. but als(? ’ tain deserted places in SOUt.h.I.ndI?’ ]- f the
old burial s in ce'r ?‘ ence that the earliest civilisation o does
o rash to draw the iner way of disposing of their dead : nlor o
Pamils know of only o'mla urns in Northern India PrOV? conctzild o)t"
the absence of such b:;“’;n India had adopted the Vedic I:iime -
that the whole of‘ Nor de It may be that the ravages o N
diSp;Sing ) Zl:;;e(ti: 8'in. Northern India than in the South.
much more ¢

interesting to note thaft. a Iizia
earliest in point of time,

; which
fndie. deavoured to show that the evidences from
I have endeavo

i i ir
th India reconstruct with the aid of :lh(;
S Tamil civilisation are, all of ¢ eof,
i because
hat they have no ovidentiary value at all,
inconclusive; tha

he
the other hand, t
they are culled; and t.haﬁ'i, onbit&ble proofs of an
the places Whe: ct‘;:l e ‘evidences’ contain indu

8
very sources of the

dia.
identity of culture throughout Indi

or group of statues of ancestors,
i n
been discovered only In Norther

modern historians of S -
i n
imagination an independe

49



Wanted a Synthesis
of Ancient Indian History

By Pror. M. VENKATARANGAIYA, M.A.

(Principal, V. R. College, Nellore)

Of the achievements of historical scholarship during the last one
century, nothing is more noteworthy than the reconstruction of the
story of India's past. That which was completely shrouded in
myth and legend has been brought to light; and with the help of
Archzology, Epigraphy, Numismatics and Literature—Indian and
foreign—a connected account of the history of the country for a
period of four thousand years has been made possible. From

the days when advanced civilisation and culture flourished at
Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro in the Indus Valley (about 3000 B. ()
down to 1200 A.D. when the Turkish and Af
over the country, the successive phases of histo
counted in broad outline with a fajr degree of a.
of course numerous gaps to be filled and ma
illumined. But the activities of the numerous scholars—mainly
Indian—devoted to original research and inve

. stigation give the hope
that, within a generation, it will be possible ¢

0 have as full a history
of our country as that of Ancient Greece, Rome, Egypt and the Near
East.

The work, however, that has been 80 far done requires to be
synthesised ; for it is not yet utilised by writers wi
out prominently the central and dominant featureg in the develop-
ment of the country and the evolution of itg history. Historians of the
type of Mommsen, Bury and Flinders Petrie have not yet considered
it worth their while to direct their efforts to the history of our land.

ghan armieg swept
ry can now be re-

th a view to bring

b1
A SYNTHESIS OF INDIAN HISTORY

. . is Tike the
or on particular phases of civilisation. All this is like

. : f the
preliminary work of the explorer in relation to the work o

i lora-
geographer whose business is to co-ordinate the results of explo

; f the world
tion and discover, with reference to any particular part o )

i i . It is work
the relation existing between man and his environment

. ian history.
of this sort that is now necessary 10 the field of Indian Y

i in the assembling
.storian consists not merely in .
e hlswuangical order, but in their interpretation

of acts arrangod in chronolo f their sequence and the vital

. 0
i iew to explain the nature . § ible
N lele:v Zidedp the motives and actions of persons rquo‘ll):lmt
iactol;ls ) i Changes, as all are aware, are brought abo i
7 ents. ’ 1 SwW
e human time-spirit but by consclous forces ty -
by any extre- ecially the leaders who are looked up to

men and women, and esp It is such a study of changes that

guides by the pi‘)pli ";);rn :li:. historians of our country. .
has now to l?e e fl;r to accomplish this task has resulted o

The fallure., .so : 7c oerect impression or having before thlex(;
Stflde,nts pot gammlg i(,;ture of the history of India. It has al.so e
mind's ey y genemthire is not anything inspiring or ennobh'?g_ in
many t:,o think th:t are many Who believe that while a str;v:;g
that hxsto.ry- ’ﬂ:::edom and beauty is the dominant notedo on:
at:ter the ideal o and the attempt at bringing together un .er °
history  of Greecz, -der people belonging to different countme‘s an )
5y Stem. of law an . > for(l:)e behind the history of Rome, there {s :Ze
races is the mOVlngh tendency to give meaning to th'e eve.ntfs-mth X
discoverable M.ly SuIc dia Anél the comsequence of thls.behe 1s. a
history of AncI‘le:i"t n: til'(! study of the history of India ;?ctupleso:
e‘l{en amoclilg ber;oi: that occupied by the study of the history
place mu

Ingland.
Giroeco, Rome® ;“: b;;,lgt:e more deplorable because the attempt at
This result 1s

inati some historians is entirely from
synthesis.; and co-grd{n:t):vg:t??sb‘z;othe right .st'andpoint in rela.;
the politlca.l' stan g?m history. Because the Indla..ns are at p.restextl
o Anmen't 1“ lanrerr;acy and were also occasionally subjec tho
subject to forelgt! Sug nasties in what is generally kn.own ai n;
v lrule I?frif:(;—e—l-satho);gh all Muslims were not foreigners—a
Muslim Ye ¢

b1



52 TRIVENI
because this foreign domination was the outcome of the preceding
political disintegration and warfare among rival kingdoms, it has
been laid down by many historians widely read that this was the
vital feature of Indian history in ancient times and that this history
is merely a story of successive hordes of foreigners invading and
subduing the land, of the setting up of numerous States and the
never-ending rivalry and warfare among them. The enormoyg space
given to dynastic wars in the existing books on the subject lends
colour to this view.

But this is a false reading and an incorrect un

derstanding of
the history of our country,

and it is 8o for two reasons. In the first
place, it exaggerates the number and importance of the so-called

foreign invasions and internal wars, In the second place, it misses
what is really the vital element in the history of our cou
the unbroken continuity and the vigour of its cultural, reli
social system. The latter is the correct standpoint from which
one has to look at the subject. Then alone is it possible for
one to understand wherein consists the true genius of the people
of this country and their inherent strength, and in what respect
they differ from the other great nations of the Ancient World,
—the Egyptians, the Greeks, the Persians and the Romans. It
unlike these peoples, Indig s still living,

uniqueness of her culture, religion g
Synthetic view of Indian history
theme and group round it aj] other

It is this that gave life to the India of the past and that has left
permanent marks behind it,

ntry, viz.,
gious and

it is because of the
nd social organisation. A
should take this ag its central
phases of the nation’s activities.

Political historians are generally apt to exaggerate the impor-
tance of foreign invasions and domestic wars, The only corrective to

this is to draw up a list as it were of all the foreign invasions of India
from the days of recorded history, to note the duration in time and mark

. » and compare al] thig with a
similar list as regards countries like Greece, Germany, France and

Italy during a corresponding period of time, Such a comparative
study will make it cleayr that in the long stretch of centuries
b2
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coming of the
between the Age of the Rig Veda (2000~ 5. 0) t(:ar;l;s 0Iessgsmbject
Afghans and the Turks (1200 A. D) India was Ps countries in the
to foreign invasions than several other fam:;e North-West and a
world, and that it was only & narrow corner— To regard these as
part of the West—that wus ollte b :::n . will lead to as false a
constituting the real history ofh :h?}acli)ic in):ya,siOﬂS, the Hannibaﬁc
) i and the Teutons and the
?nvas:lons, the ;';,t;acg:t;f :ie th(zui::tral events in the %xistory oj
lnvasmn's of .M‘t r}s: uz;iﬁcation of Italy and the Medlter.rm;faa
oms, Jgaoriog e leadership and her system of coloms?, 10111,
pord under Ronc]lan itizenship. It is not right to infer that, su(;npl)]'
pnsport, law ,'mf rfnation is available or has bee?n gathe:e 0
because- ot v o'om they are intrinsically more significant. ral
the sublect o m‘famtrul; of domestic wars. It was ?’ffer SeV:hat
'ljhe same N al strife, of feudal rebellion and civil wzr,them
centurl'es ?f mer aftairl,ed political unity; and some T(;1 o
coufltnes N Em‘?tpeqo late as the nineteenth .century. t ei:; "
achieved t.hut u‘m §0~mq in Ancient India—taking the vas i Sdisas_
between rival kmgt l,;,portionately more numerous or mor -
:he 1and—;::;!;i 1'11: nop roason why they should be taken as 2
rous, an § ) .
the c:antrul feature of Ancient Indian :;::torzb;in problem in Ancient
What t;:ppzzzsisif:;; };?vv:ayzezzd means fo: en:blingt\t?:afz(:)i (f
India was the ) « of one family. .
of this V&St. ‘cou"t;'(-;' :(:)th;:vzsb:l::s::ed in those times otn a::]iil:n;:;
panty o hh‘lncozolitical head or government. Attempts
to a common polit

. ha in that
. . t)'“' and H&I'S :
. , ta, Vikramadi
monarchs fike Chandmgnp a;tia‘l and temporary SuCCess. And it
p

The nature of the country, its large

iers— ains
i arriers—mountains,
he existence of numerous phymca,l btl O s
" ‘ — er )
B e d ts—between one part and ano , P
‘b
forests and deserts

9 . o f gOOd

a"d ra, ans o 1 W arac f

.y over 10ng di ¢
ilitary expeditions , reat length o
poye St'r:li ’;‘ut to hold all the country for any g
been possible,

perspective as the view that ¢

direction achioved only 2 o
se.
could not have been otherwl
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time under one government was impracticable,
thig purpose could not be marched rapidly fr
This accounts for the tradition that gained groy

Country consisted of fifty-six States.
different.

Armies required for
om place to place.
nd that normally the
Conditions are now quite
and distance ang physical

consent instead of military force.
politics in India at the present day
munity of life based on common
become a permanent feature of onr
To the leaders of Ancient Ind
embracing empire baged necessaril

It is these that have changed
as in other countries,

Potitical allegiance bids fair to
future history.

ia an attempt to found ap all-
¥ on force appeared to be an
t their efforts into that path. On

experience that the existence of
numerous States in the country was not an unmixed evil, although

occasionally it led to wars, bringing, as all wars do, disasters, misery
and suffering in their trajn, Most of the States in Ancient Indig
were fairly big in size—ag big as modern England, France, Gep-
many, ete. They were not like Oity-States, small in extent, with few
opportunities for people to have g broad outlogk on life op develop

sided and widely

every kingdom became the centre of

dustry and trade, Each kingdom haq
and places of Pilgrimage. With one
ountry, India could n have produced

It wonld

art, literature, architecture, in
its own Universities, templeg
Government oyey the whole ¢

development of the creative

Most of the

e the move-

Stralia and other sparsely
b4
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A SYNTHESIS OF INDIAN HISTORY

ia i country of vast

inhabited countries of the present c'la,y-w:sn;l;?n.ls ;‘here we);-e large
extent and in am}iezt il'(:xfleesi 1;::31“:;0’;6 cleared and. brought;. unde;
e O‘f " m; from Central Asia penetrated l’fto portlons >
cultivation. . Feop eéerma,ns Ttalians, Poles and Rus.m.ax.ls poured in
the country Just'as o Uni;;ed States until the prohibition .Of immi-
theil: th(?usands o s. And most of these invaders bef:ame in two o;
gration in recfa b year .letely abgorbed into Indian society, em‘t;:‘acef
three ge“?r?‘twns (;ompre recognised as belonging to one or ot ler o
odian religion &2 Avl‘;ethis was similar to the process of Amerxlca,ml;
the four c astes. been transforming immigraants fron? (:)enifra .an
tion which has bee uainted with free and democra‘tlc mstxtutx(;isf
Hestern EurOPef_ unaz(iltizens cherishing the ideals of hbelth, equa ;:.7
into good émeﬂc;ﬂ is this capacity to assimilate the alien P;’lpuac-
a_nd fratornty. vage and ferocious they might be—that ¢ z;rthe
tml']s—-howe?e'll"satioxgl of Ancient India and was th.e Ofltc(fme o
tensed. the civi lsafb.l.t of her social and religious mstltutu-)ns. ;
elasticlty‘ and ﬁexlﬁll 1{-,yilsmcianfs Indian history will b.e written anr

.It is hoped r:act stapdpoint and that there will be a p:;sz
Stu:{i 1th fr:i)irxr:ga'ofc(t)he relative importance of the great moveme
understanding

the past.
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Can We Accept
the Round Table Scheme ?

BY “A SCHOLAR"

Some eminent Indians went to London to attend a Conference
with the representatives of the British Parliament. Many of them
had refused to put their case before the representatives of Parliament
when they came out to India, because they came as & ‘ Commission.’
Now the same politicians were willing to put their case before
another body of representatives of the same Parliament, because
now it is a ‘Conference’ which, by the way, has, though sheer
perseverance, secured official recognition for the title of Round
Table Conference. The Indian politicians and leaders went to
London to demand ‘Dominion Status’ and they returned with
‘ Responsibility at the Centre 'y securely fastened with many reserva-
tions and safeguards.

The Congress leaders have been set free, and
that they will consider the Round Table Conference Se
future Government of India.
features of the Scheme:

1t is hoped
heme for the
The following are the main prominent

1. The future Constitution of Indig will be of a Federal
nature.

2. The Indian States will join the Federation,

3. The Provinces of British India will be re-constituted on
a more rational basis.

4. The Provinces will be completely autonomous States,

b.

The Federal Government will be responsible to the
Federal Parliament, with necessary safeguards and
reservations for the transition stage until India be-
comes & full Dominion.

An expert Committee is to be appointed for further consulta-
tion with Indian leaders and to draft a Constitution. A Boundary

Commission will take up the question of re-constituting the

b6
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Provinces. We had already a Commission ar')d a Czifzrt:e,}:;j
now we are to have a Committee. The QOrTstltutxor?t. a o
to draft must be such as will place I.ndw, in a POfS‘ :;;)121-0 ne;ld foi"
with the Dominions automatically, Wlfhout any h‘_" oce i sare
commissions and conferences. Any mistake at t 1§ afother ten

to necessitate fresh commissions a[;)d 372?‘;822:2:11;“conSidered'

e

years.lt 'SO atii v::(;) li)}src}:lm:hzs St:l: Provinces have to b.e re-con;t},li—
tuted. :Is‘he:e Ii)s no reality about the presentlt ifeovgzzesi:or th:
Congress scheme of Provinces will be an :dccep‘a ils may be

. Government of India. Some alterations 1n deta.ls_m );)
fx‘:;‘;zesar;v T assume that the following can be the major tro-
vinces : Bongal Behar, Hindi Area (C. P. and U. P.)., the
Asserd 'ebg Nyorth-West Frontier Province, Baluchistan,
IS)iunn;z, ,Gujemt, Maharashtra, Utkal, Andhra, Karnatake,

Tamil and Kerala.
(Then there are small areas like Coorg‘and }.Berar.)e o split un
If the Bombay and the Madl“as Pr?ilcliex;(i:zs ;;haps Madras
Bombay will ce';seht(‘)rebetoabir?;:::;alo;?:; ’% , T assume that Poona
al.so. ey Wft 1301* the Mahratta area, and Surat or A'Lhmedabid
vl be the' ca[:' ; rea - similarly Bezwada may be the cfipltal f(_)r t .e
for she Gu]er'a 1-eaba,nd,’I‘richinovpoly for the Tamil Province (being l.nl
gndhmn]t;:;ov;cd easily accessible from all parts of the Tami
e ce

d‘St“;:sZ:u these Provinces are to be autonomous -l;)mti n(:: ;“: ;21:;
India Federation, in which all the Indmz Sv:;:ietsavl:’; thce o evquen-
proposed at the Round TB;EI:IS;I;TI::; O,cmﬁc forees to fanction in
ces ? What chances hav;‘ o with full Provincial Autonomy and
o what chance has such a Consti.tuthn
the current of nationalistic feeling in

such a Constitution ?
responsibility at the Centre,

i moothly along .
to(fun:tlo\r;/;at reservations and safeguards must be provided on
India ? .

itution ? These are
behalf of Indian nationalism in such & Constitution ? e
cha :
points that must be considered.
| H b7



58 TRIVENI

At present, the chief Provinces have a Governor each at the
head. There are nine of them, In the future Constitution, Burma
goes out. And yet we must have about fifteen Governors, besides
the Chief Commissioners for smaller areas and the Free Cities. Who
will be the Governors ? Public men from England? We have only
three such G‘rovernorships now. Are we to raise it to fifteen? Or,
are the Governors to be selected from the Civil Service? We have
six such Governors now. Every one knows what Provincial Auto-
nomy would mean with about fifteen 1.C.S. Governors in India
and about five 1.C.S. Chief Commissioners, Then the only other
choice is to have fifteen Giovernors and five Chief Commissioners
selected from among the public men of India.

If we can have all the Provinces and Cities with Indian public
men ag Gtovernors and Chief Commissioners, assisted by a Cabinet
of popular Ministers responsible to an elected Legislature, and this
immediately, then the Federation will work. Then the minor details
can easily be settled. Are the Governors to be nominated or
elected? Can a popular Governor be his own Chief Minister also,
as i8 the case with the President of the United States? Or, should
there be a Governor above the parties in the Legislature ? Should
the Ministry be removable or can it be given a fixed tenure, but
under the control of the Legislature ? These are details that can he
easily settled, if the main principle is accepted.

But if we are to have about twenty heads of Provinces,
appointed from England, some recruited from the 1.C.S. and

nominated from among the public men of India,
nomy

some
a few

Provincial Auto-
will be a sham. There must be some reserve powers for such

heads of Provinces and the time will
transitional period will be over.

heads of Provinces in the next Cons
the administrative machinery,

hever come when the
The prime necessity is that the
titution must be Indians outside of

that is, that they must be chosen from
among the public men of India. If th

g is can be got without any
conditions, then there is little to be co

nsidered. But if some price
has to be paid for this,

then what should that price be ? This is the
problem that I consider,

T am prepared to surrender Provincial Autonomy,

58

in order that
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India may not have foreign and LC.S. Gov.ernors with th:u' gatrzzx:f:-,
durbars and State receptions. If the Provinces ax:e not9 oIt :a:m)t >
mous, what is the authority to control the Pro.vm.cesh. i cannot be
the Federal Government. Then the only alternative istha b
British India should be under a unitary fOrIfl of governmen ,t e
Provinces will be only parts of this unitary governmemtlh.e .
Provinces shall have such powers as are d.ev'olved. on pom 2
statute, both in respect of legislation and a,dmlmstx::,.u;n:.[ndia -
power will be in the Central Government.for Britis . Wiu.be e
Central Government shall be a full sovereign State an o
unit for federation with the States. The Fede.m?,l Gove-rnm
be quite different from the Qovernment for British Indl: A
Each of the Provinces shall have a Gov.er.nor {electe or e
nated) but never an official, with a popu.la,r'Mlmstry respo:xsm o .
fully-elected Legislature. These Provincial Govezgmen T
autonomous. They are subject to the - Oe'ntral overn.th o
British India. They will be glorified District I?oards, tth Y
powers for legislation and admini;tlx:afi:n a,ndsth;gel;(;l;l ; :nutl.le o
size of the Legislature and of the Ministry mu e
of the Province—say, for the Legislature there can be no o
not more than one hundred and twenty mem ef',
:(l)lzt?\'ﬁa:;:ters ean be not less than three a:nd not more i;hta,::t :;x. -
The Government of British Irlldla. shall b-eb ] v:o " .
Governor-Greneral advised by a Cabinet, responsx.o:a;S o
elected Legislature, as is now proposed for theTzarL e
This Government shall be fully autonomous. te : iembers an
have about three hundred member.s,. say ab?ut v: e
every million population. The British Parhamexfntmentq o
direct control over this Government. A.ll the appoel e n;ember e
made by the Government of British India and nolx: . y N
the British Cabinet. The Governor-Creneral shall be app :
e Omwnh.‘ederal Government shall be vested in & Viceroy with a
Fed. T?eExecutive and a Federal Parliament. The me.tho;l tt))f
rese tion to this Federal Parliament shall be de(.nde by
rliPrefsee;::alm anits. None of the constituent States (including
the .
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60 TRIVENI
British India) are under the Federal Government. The Federal
Government's jurisdiction shall be well defined in the Constitu-
tion and all the residuary powers shall be in the constituent
States. The sources of federal revenue also shall be clearly
defined. There need not be any dyarchy in the Federal
Government. During the fransitional stage, there can be an
irremovable executive, controlled by the ¥ederal Parliament.
It is much better to have a unitary government, than to have
a government partly composed of Ministers responsible to the
Parliament and partly those who are responsible to the Viceroy.
And even this technical responsibility of the Ministers to the Parlia.
ment, circumseribed by all sorts of safeguards and reservations even
for a transitory period, will cease to have any value. Let the
Ministers be irremovable. All the items of the budget must be
subject to the vote of the Parliament.
powers of veto and certification.

If Muslims and other minority
torate, let them have it.

But the Viceroy can have

communities want separate elec-

But there must be some way to automati-
cally terminate such separate electorates, with the full consent of the

community. Some device can be found out for recording such consent.
1 propose the following plan: The communal representation is con-
ceded on the ethical principle that no minority community shall be
exposed to the coercion of the majority in the State. [ think that
the same ethical principle must be applied to the individuals in the
community. If an individual belonging to a community to which
special representation is conceded, wishes to vote in the general
constituency, he shall have that privilege. The community shall not
coerce him against his convictions, for the mere accident of his
being born in that community. The number of seats reserved for
the community through separate representation shall diminish in
proportion to the number of members of that community joining the
general electorate, in each succeeding general election, Now, on
account of the communal representation, there are many individuals
belonging to such communities who are practically denied a vote ;

they cannot vote outside of the communal electoral roll, and they do
not want to participate in communal election.

60
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My central point is that what is now claimed and concede.d
for the various Provinces may be claimed anfi conc.eded for Ind;a,
as 2 unit. It will be found that the subjects 1in wh'lch safeguar s;
and reservations are wanted are mostly f.ederal sn?blects—;extgna
loans, financial obligations, defence, foreign rt.al.atlo;sd.an ans e:::
These things can go outside the contr.ol of British njc la,one even
outside the scope of technically responsible governmen l.l e et
not worry much about responsibility on paper. Afterzfi ,ence ig)pof -
sibility at the centre secured at the Round Table Cont er e
very diluted nature. It is much better that complete ;o ho,ti_i;e 0;
free from control of British Parliament, is s‘ecu.red f?r the Wff e
British India. The affairs of British Indla,.]ust .llke the a ]a ,isl&_
the States, shall be placed outside the scope of Parl'mmenttagl)'fs ;fd o
tion. When a stable and strong Government 18 esxdadlover »
British India, then the Federal Government m'a.y be hande
a responsible Ministry. Let this be the transx.tlona,'l s’c:ge.f Sorating

The Indian States will not join a Federation if the e.. ne
units arc the people of the States and not the 'State Go.x;}elm;r;;cml.
If India is split up into twenty smau Provinces, ‘g o
Governors and Chief Commissioners, and if the Federal tov: pmen
can interfere with the provincial affairs even .to the exter: OW;“ pnot
vision during the transitory stage (in which the qstti:eis o o
openly participate), practically the :mto.cr.‘acy of. th(;) Lojm(;es L
its way into the administration of l'irltls‘h Im‘imn h_r Britiqh, e
of the tide of democracy and nationalism 1n ‘t e . te‘q e
Provinces trying to wash away the autocracy ol the > z:e ;)f e
Provincial Qovernors. If, on the other hand, the W.toh o tels
India is under a democratic unitary govemmeaﬁ, w:nmellt _and y
democratic Provinces as agents of th('a Central .t(l)lvzho Stat,es o
guch a British Indian Government federates wi e‘;ert inﬂ,u A
then that Indian nationalism and democracy can exert
o ttle Sg’ites. earance of the official Governors and their replace-

rlbhe olsliilt)' Presidents will have a very healthy i.nﬂuence over
e d?' prp life in India. This I consider the first thx.ng that must
:)l:aea:ili:;g and no price is too much for winning this end. The
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S0 mOCI‘&tiC l
) ] ‘ Y peo le 1].
ﬂ]ent Il()‘l e i s hOﬂOutS W Y winlc
h l, m I rovin-

ces and the consequent |
i 5 0ss of the sen :
too big a pri . se of unity and nationali i
g a price to pay for the Provincial Autonom v andl zﬁlimd}s
-India

. . T I .
Iie(le]ﬂ“i)]l Wl”l qu[)()]lsll)lh‘y al “le (,e[lll'e a“ “[eSe l)elng mere

mOODShlne Wlth tw enty GOVBI‘D()I‘L <y

The idea of
of a Central Government for British India alone and

of making this the uni
unit for federati : :
at the Round Table Confere:zilon with the States was discarded
b

that it will
make the Centre clumsy with two Governments.

Perhaps the .

will ie ti)eas:;:g) tion was that the same Governor-Creneral

also of the Federal of the British Indian Government and
Government, with two Parliaments and

two sets im
tho oo .of Ministers. This will be eclums Y

s in pre-War Germany, wher ¥ et that was
was also the King of Prussia, ) e the Kaise

General for British India is diff

presumably on the ground

e r of Germany
In my scheme, the Governor-

of India. There iz still someerf:: fr(;'m the Viceroy for the whole
'oom for objection on th
e ground

that the same cit i

. i y will be the capital .

Federal India. F he capital for British Indi

B b ta. For -one thing, that is the case with 2} anl olso for
eing the capital of Prussia and 8156 of the Rei E:‘ma.ny now,

e Ihveich,

this is a real objection, let Bombay Even if
?

cy . hich
capital in th : .. w ceases to be [avine
e scheme of provincial re-distribution. be ﬂﬂ[:lovmcm]

) 8 capital

for thzzilhgd]:;) jl:a;\.ring :zelhi a8 the capital of Federal India,

_ AAnothe ction that I anticipate ; . i
British T i : pute s that if ¢
Govemmzi;a ‘;?leed:r one unitary government, then htierkéO::t "
and that as such th:r away from 'the distant parts of the countml
tion: if there are qtrlre may be inefficiency in the avdministry’
dofort cobld Lo g(;t c())ng governments in the Provinces also tll‘;a_'-
government, it is ne:er, and as such, in the interests of eff;ciezllst
in the Provinces also ;i%afy to maintain strong governme;nt‘
become mere sub d 18 cannot be done if the Provinces sh X

ordinate parts of a big State. If the Stzzlshould
-frame
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wants re-inforcement, let there be four Governors, dividing the
whole of India into four administrative areas. These Governors
will be mere parts of the administrative machinery. They will
have no courts, durbars, State receptions, and such other appurte-
nances of royalty, which the Governors now enjoy. The present
Inspectors-Greneral and Commissioners of the various departments in
the Provinces can remain. But all social functions attached to the
heads of areas, like durbars and power to recommend for honours
and titles, will be vested in the Ministers of the Central Government
and in the Presidents of the Provinces. The LC.S. should take
its natural position in the State, je, that of State servants. This
is the only way in which the people can be placed above the Govern-
ment. And yet the steel-frame, ie. the departments, will main-
tain their efficiency through the hierarchy of Governors, Inspectors-
General, District Officers and Sub-Officers in the districts. Itis
necessary that the Government machinery, to carry out the instruc-
tions of the Ministry, should not lose its efficiency.

Another objection to & unitary government for the whole of
British India is that if the Provinces are mere subordianate parts of
the central State, then this central State may not be responsive to
the needs of the various Provinces with their varying cultures,
traditions and requirements. This can be remedied by giving power
to the Provinces to legislate on such matters as are of a purely
local nature, provided such legislation is not against any enactment
of the Central Legislature. There is no need to fear that the central
State may thrust on the Provinces legislative measures which, con-
sidering the requirements and conditions of the Province, may be
objectionable to the provincial feelings. In all such cases where the
subject of legislation is not of a vital nature to the whole of British
India, there can be made provision for local options. Kverybody
knows that in certain parts of India there is a super-abundance of
local patriotism, and there must be enough security given to such
Provinces.

If complete responsibility can be given to the Federal Govern-
ment with no safeguards and no conditions; if the Provinces can
Governors according to their choice, and if these Pro-

63

have their



64 TRIVENI
vinces can have absolute sutonom

¥; and if the Princes wil| join such
a Fe

deration, my scheme needs no considerationy,

But if reserva-
mporary their nature may be, in the

80 in the Provinces ; if complete autonomy

Governors and Indian
ed by the Round Table
there must he considerable
I believe that the above
d Table Scheme may be

tions are necessary, however o
Federal Government and aj

cannot be given to Provinces with Indian

Ministers; then the Federation scheme approv

Conference needs considerable revision,

safeguard for the interests of the people.
plan gives the line in which the Roun
revised.

I wish to make a practical suggestion.

Each of the great poli-
tical parties in India, the Congress, the Musl;

m League, the Liberal

ative full plenipotentiary
The organisations must under-
If, after that, these plenipoten-
finality about i, Each of thege

nto their hangs, They may have

take to abide by their decisions,
tiaries meet and discuss, there is g
organisations must take courage i

to lose on some counts, they will gain on other counts.  If Pandit
Jawaharla) Nehra, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Mr. Jinnah gnq Sir
A. P. Patro can be given ful} Powers to negotiate op behalf of their
respective organisations, and if the organisat;
accept whatever they thought w
for India will be g reality, Presentative hag
account for his actions befor

e a big body after every item of

d. The ﬁght hag

ust be some leaders,

whose word shall be 5 command for the following. Democracy and

individual will are for times of peace,

Wil these four big parties appoint thegy Plenipotentigries and
settle the question once for aj] 2
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“Wanted a Bridegroom ™

By N. R. DEOBHANKAR

I

ing i i th's room in the
A few students were lounging in Vishwana

r HOS .

: is friend.
nearly over. . 27 asked Vishwanath of his
“ What luck today, Ajodhya?” as
u cies ? " . te,” the
Any new vacan «mpet is a sheer waste,
“Today's nickle o‘f’erhT}:ixirqtvz;n]:wanteds’ only five refer to
. ®Out of the " . he
latter cepliod Sa:t agk either for a bride or a brldegiotilm. d'ged
graduatei; Th?ng nothing but a matrimonial agency,” he a
paper is becoming ! inting sheet.
o disappointing ing on
Hinging away th:ad ﬁ:ished their B.A. papers and :erg St?;”;%gin-
0
. These b their parting from the College. T et ;an How
just to POStponeh- h they had dreamt so 10“% es f ;am loy-
ning Life of 7 ;?ty! They were already looking about for emp
i as the reality . i Its.
mont in antic ation of the UnwerSlt-y + hunti for jobs when you
ment in antic1p le waste time hunting for ] ' /
“Why do you peopie orofitable wife?” asked Gajapati, a
. & . Lk
might as eaSﬂ.Yd Sicurf: Look at this, for instance; ~Wanted a
second-year student.

bridegroom for a young and
“Qb, drop that vulga

tiful—"" .
bea::uff my dear fellow, mterpose;d
b with ] the beastly
ne hot with shame just to see o benstly
Ajodhys. Tt makesb ° hat it must be to the poor crea u‘ X
e he has our sense of decency vanished
"' Wherel in the columns of a newspaper as

thing in print. ;
i 10
is thus put on auc. °
To doscribe the points olf t'a”gl
i for sale!

f she were a filly )
o “Leave alone all that for B vzh; :,Wit
must; ‘A high-caste virgin of sixte

and listen to this—you really
h fair complexion'—.

; don't cut that rot,”
i lexion you, my lad; if you in that slop?"—
“1'1 i;ia}:r-coﬂ;;in “fow can you revel in
d Ajodbys 8gain.
roared Aj 65

1
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and Ajodhya warmed u
of hig harangue when t
he ended abruptly, “ 1
match, ”

P to his pet aversion ang Was in the middle
he warning bell was hearq “I say, it's time,”
must be off and get ready for thig hockey

“He is getting more and mop
Gajapati as Ajodhya left, © Why
notice without being snubbed and
fancies himself a Sir Galahad ?

“The sight of Ajodhya’s back has stimulated your eloquence,”
laughed Vishwanath, enjoying the youngster's discomfiture,

“ Gajapati has got the inferiority
Ajodhya,” rubbed in Kameshwar, another

time he argues he gets worsted and ts,
Ajodhya is there.”

“ Nonsense, my boy”, protested Gajapati, *
that T should care ? Lo

e superior everyday,” grumbled
can’t a fellow read o matrimonia)
preached at by overy Senior who

complex with regard to
second-year boy. “ Every
kes it meekly ag long ag

‘what is he to me

k here, T have got an idea. Tepg g0 to the
play-ground. Tl tell you as we watch the game.”

“ Now then, youngsters,” laughed Vishwanath
chief, “ you are up to some nasty trick or I am
Don’t forget the respect due to us Seniorg.”

“What rot!” answered Gajapati,
We recognise no Seniors and Juniors.”

“ What s a Socialist Democrat, Gajapati 9 »

“Ob, I know your game,” roplied Gajapat;
won't be drawn into your snare,

» Smelling mjs.
much mistaken,

“We are Socialist Democratg,

asked Vishwanath.

With & langh
No more argum

ent for mq today,
Thank you.” R
“1 appland your wisdom, my frienq” i
we , ! 7 my 0d,” answered Vlshwanath,
1 wish it wasn’t so rare,
II
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: irl, a total stranger! What could this
f::a:l‘.:en?:elgiga fizeh:yclie,,he tore open the envelope antd ;?.a,d
“ his communication through The Trumpe ohlze
brother’s daughter. . . hardship of dowry. ‘; ’.I‘hei oi::

uested. . . ” Mystery piled upon mystery! 0
N ﬂl:; be guessed the truth——can 1t be one .0 f thos:h b?izsiny
éokes so popular in College? . . . Perhaps it W&St e(Jne Ogf
if that ass Glajapati. He must have forged a'letlt;r Zst toach
those infernal bridegroom hunters. ~What gee:-én’t anir:]d a rag.
the young puppy a wholesome lesson. e | i hat imoadonce fo
He could take a joke as well as anybody—but w " tpta.lk with
drag a girl into it! He would have a heart}-lto- ::r (oo varkot
Master Gajapati this very minute. . . An;i tth :u:(); mg o paee
and the letters into a drawer he strode out o
ctraight for b J(;:%:ra:\ih}l:ii watched the drama from a strategic
. But Maste; bei np osting himself in the next room for the
point Hed ” at thephour of the mail delivery. There VZ“S &
fost t“'ro al)'yts'n the door—and he enjoyed his triumph. . Th?‘f
conveatont 8% ick the swelled heads of these almighty bemgs'?
o ﬂ-le o 130 prlli(’: “Phink themselves Nawabs, don’t they?
;e :ﬁ;fn :aiimtr;;e t.h e story goes round. It will be the best rag of
e
the .Y;‘a;' triumph, however, was short-lived. There f:arr}e a s:dl(il::
ii) the angl’e of Ajodhya’s jaw which Gajapati did f::ned b):
Chazg:}vith the door between them. Nor was the ef_fe(;t :Ife avenger
:;: glint he caught in Ajoi}-lya’s :Z:s; dS:)i’sii};av:;tr;the lightning
ssed the yard, Gajapati cam isest to
:m:e;rivorthy of a Napoleon . . . It l;vo:ld be' W e
;gend the next day or two away from the fcoh:i our. . He
;)eople were utterly devo%d of a.se::::no  Of course his
woud 80 anl(; :xt:cy f(v)i'l;}ilveh:irzuil;‘th;nfailed to pay that dutiful visit.
mother X:;:ar all aunts had their use in the world! bod st

When Ajodhya knocked at Grajapati’s door, thet la,t:er ad Ju

cleared the compound wall and gained the road to town.
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Ajodh -
Ajodhya was annoyed that he mis S
g:g:}‘:ehi‘; 73 z to what he wished to do %t?dhiialap&m‘ He had no
thonght of pi ttiive;n such occasions. There wag pmbab};%-headed
But ke roalised gas ”;1 to Shame”“perhaps even of punchip yha" o
scens. It was z:% welle‘s}fumed back, that this would ha“i et
Oh, yes, it Wou{d ne »t the young bounder wag not withfﬂea‘nt )
mens publicits fo b ver bdo to get into a brawl, That wou;dmght
the eve of his { embarrassment, more ribald jok S only
s tarewell to College too. oxes. Just on

i Su ;
temper by the time he returned ta by momch reflections cooleg his

That brought him ba
. ck to the stran
it out of th , strange photo again,
more faj;cinai grgwer and gazed at it. The longirlzel
& .
delicate feat ‘e Felt, The fresh oval face: th ocked the
wistful s ; the sad gentle eyes; the wayy d’ ® clear-eut,
Woulg’li&tlent expression—all exercised a qubtl)e qmﬁ fooke; the
1Ke - * qpesy,
protty form? S{;e{) into the thoughts angd feelings ;)n‘ jH'OW he
oy ! Would she relish being disposed f : imating that
erchandise ? Had she no tastes ang o of like a piece of

longings ¢ Ah, h rsions, att
s , De wag ne . AR achmenty
Was arly forgetting his sister's lotter. and

He pulled

Here it
My dearest brother, (he read)

What is this mad projec i
season‘? Wl}:ats a(;'te Oxfa?{gégtg ft)(z' o
even risk a sunstroke to avoid u
gomi;g oun for the last two vears
week or so ! now
what we dezzgseyou;pm;d o a8 with -
Once it was the M / "at Hopgaps some excmk 10ty oy
Scout Camp; th @a 3t Hardwar, anothey ti o 1t g wwdy.
Deoat Gan p; then it Was an excursion g oo 1t
ruins. gging up buried temples e
‘ nteresting to you than
Little Shyam inquires, [ don't i{pe
about you, and his father said :
}:;272 ?he if;rhen he has such grand
1 3 t
wish that go;l;r szlé;tetr should hear such taunts 9 Do you
LA ms ‘quarre}- I said 1 ‘ih‘ 1‘ I don't want
arriage and 1 shall he a:z ;:olodnever o,
g a8 my word.

and that in th
» May one agk 9 Yothi:oh?g
ule

S L suppose. 1y
iy Se.  This has pe
HOW.  Perhaps you counte ::

was some

dmg the Summaey

ow hOW .
many timeg g day
Wy

he other ¢ W
. Ay .
friends to 9:}0 io\’y’f’ldt chance

with us.
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It's true that 1 am your nearest relation and, unfortunately
for you, the only ome. But if you don't want to marry, why
should I mind? If anything, I should be glad. Sisters-in-law
never get on with each other. Have you ever met a wife
who hasn’t come hbetween her husband and his sister ?
Besides, if you do marry, you will of course find your own bride.
How can one chosen by your poor ignorant sister be worthy of
you? All the girls that I know are simple couniry-bred crea-
tures like me, who wouldn't know how to shake hands with your
Saheb Tolk or to steut about in those high-heeled shoes. There
is a sister of a dear friend of mine, so sweet and clever—worth
any six of your perky town hussies—but there—7T said I
wouldn't mention the subject and T won't—even if you begged
me on your knees! It is quite right that we should each mind
our own business in this Kali Yuga.

Shyam will be four years old next full moon. There is still a week
for his birthday. I should like you to be here for it even if
you must go afterwards wandering over the hills like an old
hairagi. 1If you make any excuses I shall never write to you
aguin. You know wy threats are not empty. So you will do
what you think proper.

Your loving sister,
CHANDRAKANTA.

Poor Didi was evidently upset, thought Ajodhya. She did feel

atill sore over her mateh-making fiasco of last term and now she
Dear old Didit She was

has evidently another girl up hev sleeve.
much more than a girl

just a couple of years older and not
herself, but how she loved to mother him and quarrel with him in
alternate moods! The very thought of estrangement from her made
him wince. He sat down und dashed off a veply saying
that he would be with her within four days and that she conld then
tell him all about her latest paragon and give him the rest of the

scolding in person.
v

“But yon will surely give me five minutes, won't you ?" protest-

od Chandrakanta as Ajodhys clamoured for something to eat almost

the moment he arrived. By the time you have your bath your

nashta will be ready. If it isn't it serves you right. You never

69
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mention your train and I don’t suppose you broy
break your fast at the river-crossing. You mus
will be lazy.” And she bustled about preparing hig repast, leaving
him to the tender mercies of her son who was bursting to ask him
a hundred questions and to tell him a thousand things,

“I am glad you have come, my dear Ajodhya”
Ramlal, Ajodhya's brother-in-law when he returned fro
wanted you for my own peace if for nothing else.
been very upset over your whimsical plans and

days I felt T had married a powder magazine,
up with her?”

ght anything to
t starve if you

said Pandit
m office. “T
Your sister has
for the tast few
Have you made it

“ What else is there for one to do, Ramlalji ?
Didi with a devoted husband and a bright child all
threaten to cut me for ever.
terms.”

It is easy for

her own, to
A homeless orphan must come to

“ Homeless orphan indeed!” retorted his sister,
no mercy when they ignore those that love them.”
“I was not ignoring you, my dear Didi—not even on the

marriage question which has vexed you. Al T ask is time,
you heard, Ramlalji,

from town ?”

i
People deserve

Have

about this girl who is worth any s8ix hussieg
“It's serious enough t i

serious enough to marry one wife, my hoy.

ing six in one, don’t be 8o rash,

the deadliest form of polygamy.”

: As to marry-
if you ask my advice, it must be

“I am not worthy of even one, much legg
“That's the bachelor's way of Sugar-coating the same truth,”
laughed Pandit Ramlal. !
“You people may have nothing better to
others—but T have,” said his wife, starting

of your six”

do than making fup of

Up to go. “I gt
attend to the dinner as the k i i ) )
pitend 1 cook 13 busy with to-morrow's Drepara-

{3 1) :
Oh, no, please stay, interrupted her husband,  “wer
tatk sense now. Did you—er—ha '

ve a comfortable lourney, A P
: Y, Ayodhya ?°
he asked hastily to change the topic. Y Ayediya
“We had a smooth run, thank you,”

replied Ajodh
Pandit Ramlal's alarm at hig wife's

) ya enjoying
displeasure,

“One of the
70
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fongas broke its axle between the station and the river and I had to
give a lift to the passenger, a nice old lady.”

“Was she as old as Shantadevi?” asked Shyam who was
beginning to understand the conversation now.

“I don’t know, my boy.”

“ Didn't you look at her ?” )

“Yes, but not at your Shantadevi. Who is she ?

“ Don’t you know Shantadevi—Bhola’s granny ?”

“ No, my dear.” ' '

“ She can take her teeth out and put them in when she likes.
Could your old lady do that ?”

“I don’t know, I am sure.”

“ Shyam, I told you not to talk of old people’s teeth, didn't I?”

“ Yes, mother, but uncle won't tell her, will you, uncle ?”

“ Oh no, my lad,~—not even if she flays me alive.”

“ What happened to her fonga, uncle ?”

“Its axle broke." .

“ Why didn’t she put her hand in its place, like Kaiki ?”

“ Who's that now ?”

“Don’t you know Kaiki ?"

“ Some other relation of your Bhola, again ?2.”

“Oh no, don’t you know Kaiki—who asked for a boon and
sent Ramachandra to the—?” )

“Oh! you mean Kaikeyi, King Dasharatha’s queen ?

“ Yes, who else ? Do you know any other ?”

“No, I am afraid.”

“Then why do you agk?”

“ My fault, little one. Glive me till to-morrow and I shall mug
up the old stories for your birthday. And you mus.t help me to
unpack my boxes in the morning. Tl show some nice toys that
are there for you.” )

“T am not sleepy yet, uncle, shall I help you now ?

“ No, no, Shyam,” remonstrated the mother, whose patience
was all but over. “Uncle is tired now and he has slso much

to say to your father and to me. Come and have your dinner

and get ready for bed. To-morrow is your birthday and you
71
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must get up at sunrise and be ready

for breakfagt with us grown-up
people.”

Chandrakanty, had invited
adies of hig house. But he

d aunt came, whom Chandra-
sband had gone to the office.

The birthday feast was over.
Shyam’s little friend Bhola and the |
was taken ill and only his grandma an
kanta was now entertaining. Her hu

Ajodhya was writing letters and listening to the musie that floated
from her room. Little Shyam was investigating his uncle’s boxes
and playing with the toys scattered on the floor,

“ Uncle, see how my elephant nodsits head. Does it want to he
stroked ? "

“ Very likely, my dear,”

repelled Ajodhya, bending over hig
letter.

n o . .
I am gving 1t sugarcane to eat.”

“ Fine idea,” Ajodhya assented beginning with another sheet,
“ but where are you taking the gloy bottle ¥ ”

“It's water for the elephant, T won't spill it,
me some string, uncle ?

Will you give
I want to chain the elephant.”
“ You may find a piece in my box.”
“ Uncle, what is this man doing to this lady ?»
pointing at a picture magazine that turned y
me the story.”

asked Shyam
P in his search, © Tell

“I must finish my letters,
in the evening.”

“ Will mother tell me now 9"

“You might ask her.”

“TN take this other picture also,’
something else.

“Do,” assented Ajodhya without turnip
ranning fast. The boy raised a merry whoop ang waving his piet
over his head dashed through the door. This Vociferoug i Pbrul:e
Ajodhya’s train of thought. His pen stood gt and }iey . oh(z
a glimpse of his retreating nephew. Then he became sudden] aug
scious of a vague uneasiness—something hag v con-

. g0ne wrong some.-
. Andin a flash h hat i ¢ k
where e saw what it wag, Shyam, Shyam, wait

my boy.  We'll golye that mystery

"h
. —_
&1nounced, Picking up

& round, hig pen still
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a second, my boy,” he shouted, giving pursuwit. . . . .“ Gro.od
God, the little monkey has carried off that photo——.the matrimonial
advertisement affair. Oh dear, what would Didi say ? What an
awkward situation!” It was too late. There, as he burst into her
room, he saw her staring at the thing and—why was the old ]ad;:
of yesterday's journey there P—and a girl beside h?r! Good heavens!
—had that photo come to life ? Or was he dreaming ? Surely the;e
was the original by the side of the old lady. He s.tood agape, Ioc.)ﬂ;
ing from one to the other, scratching his head with the pen wi
which he had rushed from his table. . '
“ Uncle,” said Shyam by way of introduction and with ::n air
of proprietorship, “ this is Shantadevi who can take ou? her—. .
“Shyam!” called out his mother hastily, recovermg.from er
bewilderment at last. “(Go and play with your toys in uncle’s
mom"‘gtd;zz haven't told me the story of the picture, mother. I

n

want to know what this man. . . .

“Yes, yes, my dear, mother will tell you all about that at bed-
time. Now run along.”

“ This is the young man who was so good to me yesterday
when our fonga broke down,’ said the old lady. .

“That's my brother. I am glad he has made your acquam-

: 1 "
tance—and of someone else too, evidently. '

“Oh no! It isn't so, Didi. You don’t know the W}.Joae thmhg.
It's all & confusion. Tl explain—I mean I can't explain,” and he
bolted from there. '

Kusum, Shantadevi’s youngest daughter, Wa,? painfully ?mbar-
rassed during this scene. She felt somewhat relieved ’as Ajodhya
disappeared. Pointing to the photo in Chandrakanta’s hand she
asked, “ How does this come here ? " . o

“ That's what T wanted to ask you,” replied Chandrakanta with
a8 smile.

“You surely don't think that I— Oh, Chandrakanta, how can

ou?”
7 “What's wrong in that, my dear? If you know my brother
well and let him have your J

X 73
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“But I don't upon a. Th
. T my worqa. iS is the ﬁ t ti
him. Uncle asked me to give a sittin rat time 1 see

. g to a photograph
of months ago, I didn’t quite know why, and I nevegr ;; Bl‘tz cou?le
till this moment.” W the print

* Now that you mention your uncle T he
light,” said Shantadevi who was puzz
show. * 1t must be my brother-
of disposing off Kusum since h

gin to see a glimmer of
: led more thay she cared to
n-law’s doing.  He hag gueer ideas
er father’s death, I knoy.

never could believe that he is her father's owg brother Bﬁ: e
will know more about thig mystery from your brother I am siotl:
? re.

And now we must be going. Where is litgle Shyam 9"

As soon as the guests had left, Chandrakanta, opened a voll
of questions, and when the searching examination was over Oey‘
Ajodhya felt more like a criminal than the vietim of a joke that he I‘; :1
But on the other hand he derived, bowever, strange COnSOlatioi
from the disclosure that Kusum, the pretty original of the photo, was
the same gir] that his sister had mentioned in her last letter, ’

VI

Ajodhya noticed that his sister had now beco
reticent about his marriage and never alluded to ¥
several days had passed since their dramatic

“What bas come over you, Didi?”
losing patience. “Why have you grown s0 in
You give a fellow neither help nor sympath

“ Why, wherein do you want hel
Aren’t you quite happy? You have ju

me strangely
. usum  though
meeting.

he asked one morping,
different all of g sudden ?
2

P and Sympathy, brother 9

st heard
the University.” of your succesg at
“ Ob, hang the University ! What I mean to sqy o
you wish that I should marry?” Y 18—er—don’t

“Of course T do. You know that yourgels, But
& boy of 12 to be tied up by the elders to g girl of § i on“ are not
way. If you want a wife you must fing her yours [;f e silly old
ponsibility which even a sister oughtu’t to take yp.” o
“Why this sudden chanoe : P
cuange in your views? y
instance 80 keen on this girl—what's her name—~yoyp fcr"u :;ere or
lend’s sister,

It's a reg-
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I mean. Why have you dropped ber all of a sadden ? You hardly
mention her name now.”

“Is it so ? I didn’t notice it. But you have been making up
for me, anyway, havn't you? You are not ingenious a:t all,
brother,” she added with a mischievious laugh. “It's s0 a'musmgl--—~
the way you lead the talk to her in every possible and lfnposmble
way. As to my dropping her, what makes you think so?’

“Vou haven't seen her for nearly a fortnight now.

“ You mean you haven’t seen her—for myself I see her almost
every other day.”

“You mean you—er—." ) ,

“Yes," she replied with another tantalising laugh, “ That's what
1 mean. I see her at her home—where else should I see her? You
don't expect her to hang about here begging to be married, d.o you ?
The poor girl is siready feeling miserable over the advertxse.;ment
affair. Her uncls is a brute. I would like to lock him vp in the
cattle-shed.”

Next day, poor Ajodhya ignorant that the state of his h.ea,rt
was an open book to his sister and unable to see through her diplo-
matic indifference, spoke to her with great trepidation and beg.ged
her to come to his help and approach Kusum with a marriage
proposal. After much teasing and playful opposition Chand.raka.nta
told him how she had guessed what was coming and promised her
influence to win Kusum's consent.

Chandrakanta knew that ber task was as easy as it was plea-
sant. Like a scheming sister that she was, she had taken care to see
that Kusum would place Ajodhys in her gallery of het:oes .beff)re
they had met. Wise beyond her years, she knew t}.mt idealisation
was the essence of romance and that what an innocent heart,
awakening to the first thrill of its rich depths, wanted was to love,
far more than to be loved.

That afternoon when Chandrakenta broached the subject,
Kusum referred her, blushing and smiling, to her mother. The
betrothal was duly settled, and when Chandrakanta announced the
happy news, Ajodhya’s happiness knew no bounds.

»
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VII
The bridegroom and his friends wer

e chatting merrily in a
side-room overlooking a small garden.

&
But you seem to have
come down from vehement condemnation to ardent support of these

crude practices in match making,” remarked Kameshwar. “This
marriage of yours would be their best justification, How would
you two have met at all had it not been for friend Gajapati’s prank
and the arrival of the photograph ? ”

“That had nothing to do with our meeting whatever, my dear
Kameshwar. T feel lust as badly as before about this vulgar
advertising. In fact now I feel in addition a personal humiliation”

“How did you come together then ?” continyeg Kameshwar,

“ Ab, my dear friend, you don't know my sister or you wouldn't
ask. When she makes up her mind she is Fate personified. My
sister . .,

He was interrupted by the entrance of the lady herselt
a heaped plate of sweets which form th

young people at all marriage gatherings.

“Nice doings these,” she said with feigned displeasure hearing
her name mentioned, “to gossip about

People behind thejy back,
Where are your manners, brother? If you can’t spare your gyp
sister. 7

“Tt wasn’t gossip, my dear Didj,
your diplomatic genius. I can’t keep y
minute, as you know.”

“ Oh yes, you must flatter me now. Me
deeds for someone else hereafter. T must get
the way of brothers all over the world. Tell
sweets,” she added, turning to his friends, “
the plateful a fresh instalment will be ready, so don’t Spare the
things.”

“Where is Shyam, Didi?
ing,” asked Vishwanath.

“T can’t get at him myself,” replied the mother, “ is false
like his uncle and has deserted me for g pretty face, He sticks to
his new aunt like a shadow.”
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) carrying
e chief occupation of the

1 was growing eloquent gyer
ou out of my ta)k even for g

'® words for me and
used to that soon. It'g
me how yoy like thege
by the time You finigh

, .
We haven't Seen him Since morp-
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. o
The laugh was once more against Ajodhya ;vho se;e;:vei’;?:‘ve
is di “ If you want the nep

h at his discomfiture. . ! pal
melyenadppt};le aunt also, since they are 1‘n‘separable, ee(;(;n alll;uby
tC;)has;drakanta “Tt will also save my carrying ;het::; ofo ull by
mi in her duties as a hos .
. She might as well begin N

mysel’i‘here wa,sg no happier wedding that season throug

Hindustan.
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The Artist and His Audience

By N. RAGHUNATHAN, MA., BIL.
(Asst. Editor, “ The Hindy, ")

An interesting discussion has been going on in th L
weeklies for some time past, in the desult et

ory fashion ‘

. . characterist;
of such discussions, as to what influence, if any beristic
bl

. . the consei
that he is addressing an audience exercises on g ]iteraryni?utsness
would be sheer pedantry to deny that such consei o I

i ousness .

in the case of every writer, even though he may not :}‘l’es i,

Johnson’s downright view that no man but a fool evar wrof e D
€ except

for money. No man, be he artist or io .
haberdasher but craves for the approba}tizgnzzI;:;n’fefl):ulosopher o
craving within limits is undoubtedly healthy; an elemOWs and thig
of which is furnished by the fact that it iq 3 univers elntary.proof
We are not concerned here with those types in Whomath'senhm?nt
becomes an obsession. But it will be useful to inve tl-s craving
psychological foundations of thig satisfaction thay Stigate the
recognition and to determine whether itis in ap comeg .frOm
that integrity which is the mark of all Art, Y Wey hostile to
Here a digression may help. Dr.,

the opinion that great art exicutes bi,lf:zn(ii: rt;?f;intly e.xpress';ejd
Hartog sought to controvert thig by suggesting that as‘;h Sir Philip
must exist before it could be given expression to. He Ou'ght-m&ss
that when a bi-lingual person is confronted wity an id P;.mted 'O“t
able to translate it immediately and effortless]y it ea: 18 brain ig
two languages known to him, which Suggests that g tp, either of th.e
antecedent to expression. It seems to uys that the cooltlght-mfa,s§ is
have here accidentally stumbled upon one of thosgn froverswhsts
distinctions that differentiate postry from Prose. Pyrg unda,m‘ental
supreme type of that art which executes before it t}ff)elfry is tlfe
the spint that moveth where it listeth ; the oetln. 8. Tt is
medium, the reed through which the wind blowspprod l::in:utlﬁa.

ellin
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music. The perfect poem exists in essence in the depths of his sub-
conscious, waiting for his liberating voice just as the,: A.da.m .lay
buried in the blue-veined Carrara for Michael-Angelo?, liberating
fingers. This is not to deny that there is conscious art. in poetry—
the greatest poets have also been great artists; 'but with t.hem art
is the handmaid of inspiration, the sculptor’s chisel that chips fxway
the redundant marble. The essential genius of prose manifests
itself in a different way. Here thought not merely precedes
expression ; it is its very anatomy. The essential elements of.prose
are architectonics based on fundamental brain-work, the.ra,mbc‘)w
hues of emotion and the undertone of spirit comml.xnmg with
itself as in a dream. A great prose style is that W.hlch renders
the murmur of the spirit as purely and faithfulb'f as it represent.s
the panoply in which it is set. A useful definition of .st§.71e (it
makes no claim to precisicn or accuracy) would be thta:t it is the
vesture of personality. (Does not the Upanishad say Isc.wa‘syafn
Idam Sarvam”?) The style is the man in the sense that 1t.1s his
natural mode of expression. One test of really good prose is that
as one reads it aloud one seems to catch the continuons:f e.cho _Of a
living voice with its individual timbre, strength and virginal inte-
grity. But a man has many moods and his voice has many ('jo;r;s's-
ponding inflections to express them to a nicet:y; 80 ajlso wit h is
style. It is in ignoring this fact that the mistake 'hes of those
critics who would clasgify and confine style into Wa.ter-tlgyt.s compart-
ments, Athenian, Corinthian and so on. A man’s prevailing mood,
his temperament, may be such as to make one of them morfa germane
to itself than the others ; but it would be placing.a restraint on the
spirit of art which knows no such"inhibitions, if it were to be con-
tended that he should confine himself to one of these modes of ex-

ression. .
a The prose-writer clothing his nucleus' in ﬁesh‘ and blood 1s
called upon to do many things—to embellish, to hide, to ha.ng :{.
transparent veil over the face of Reality. Ii?ut that nucleus 1ts§.
must never be lost sight of. Now, what is the natu.re of this
aucleus, by a sure grasp of which a writer claims attention and by
an adequate rendering of which he enlarges, as we hope to
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show, the bounds of the human spirit ?

core of his personality would seem to c
8 step further. It merely begets the question : What is personality
and what is its relation to art ?  This is an igsye too big to be
raised by a side-wind as it were, We must be content to indjcate
the answer with the brevity of a formula. Personality is expressed
when & unique response is made to the significant facts of the
world around us. The man in the street does not stop to analyse
in his own case these responses or the nature of that personality
of his which is the tuning fork from which they sound. There ig
®sthetic as well as philosophic truth in St. John's vision of mep gg
trees walking. Intense awareness is the pre-requisite of gl creative
activity and that posits an individual stand-point, a realised self. W
are such stuff as dreams are made of ; but the artist in reporting hig
emotions and intuitions is circurustanced even ag the most common
of us when we seek to rationalise t

he a-logical processes of g
dream. There is the difficulty of establishing contact between
different planes of experience ag well as of

managing the constantly
shifting perspective which results from t

he mind, none too sure of
itself, trying to adjust itself to this movin

g shadow show,
But the dream-analogy affords some

& common experience that even in the
dreamer maintains a curious detachment; hig essential gelf
seems to stand aloof, cool, eritical and comprehending ; it
is the witness surrounded by tumult on every side but unsoiled and
incorruptible.

To call it the central
arry the argument but

guidance here, It ig
most riotous dream the

essential self, firm as a rock, of which
faint reflection. All attempt at creative o
by the individual mind of its universal e
of this real self. Ip poetry this happens ag Spontaneous combuys-
tion, in prose it comes about in conscious effort, From which it
follows that this self is the auditor whose approvg] the artist must
gain. Style, which as we have already Suggested, is in ity essence a
living voice, could find fulfilment only if such ap auditor were predi-
cated, Nor is there need for any other.

Xpression ig byt an assay
Xperience on the touchstone
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THE ARTIST AND HIS AUDIENCE

. . . .
y cause confusion, distracting th

to speak of a multitude, could on! life steadily and reporting it

artist from his business of seeing of us to penetrate through the
L. . : ' ny . ¢
. For it is impossible for & ‘ 1d true and direc
W;Eoll{ewall of personality, as Pater puts 1t,‘ a.ndlilo s wepeatod 0n 8
o nion with another soul, and the difficu ye his vision to the
s the artist, in his effort to attune X 4 to pose
lower plane whon f ’hydra-headed audience, is force
of a

supposed predilections sin against the light. We

ter
—than which thero could 58 7 gr: ; ’:o the point at which we start-
ircuitous route
have thus come by a circur

. : is not to stray
ith the conclusion that an artist must,'lf h:, 01: only one, bis
- Wlth th of rectitude, visualise an audle‘z? tive
& . e ective.
f:(c): :eI: pIn this sense all art 18 Tlgolro?ﬁy }iil;n:xelf But when his
v} . . i y or . :
i creates primarily 10T A as to his
Ao a’r:mt"thi)r::’hers emotions and intuitions a,nalongc;s e
1 in K . ma
ok t:lnd;sperhaps of a less intensity, he, being &
own, thoug

i ct that the core
tist, finds comfort in this confirmation of the fac
an artist,

. . 'ty
. . objective entit]
. gt in his art as an
There his interes ined a compass
i d ends. As for the reader he hes g?ﬂ: ehe utilises 1t
beflns ':;1] he may chart his own soul T.he m;;‘u b discover in
;v e.re(;vl ondent investigation, the more meanings
or indep

. : e of explora,tion.
: t him on this voyag .
the work of art which has °57 hat great art leaves will on closer

humanity.
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A String of Poemg

BY SRIMATHT NILiMA Dev1

I

T bring thee a chain, strung with pearls—
They are my tears ;

A beauteous garment woven with the threaq
Of my sweetest dreams ; ’

A chaplet to adorn thy wond'rous hajr
Shining with the gems of my tho,u ht

Last—a lute—which is my heart, o
For thee to play as thou wilt,

I
Thou answered not the call of m
The blossoms of my sweetest thoughts wilted at thy feet:
My heart-strings I tuned—they ache,—so rusty, they bre,k
1 aK—

Yet thou played not thy music, a
o , and pale dawn find
Waiting for thee all night—st;]1 thou cometh no:, S me weary

y lonely héart, O Love!

I

My heart is bleak and lonesome ag g winter ¢
Touch it with thy magic wand, O Tove ! B
Make it bloom with g thousand ﬁowers;

Make it fragrant with thy memorieg .

My heart-strings are rusty— ,

Tune them to thy divine music :

If they break, no matter—

I'll remember thou didst play.
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Love and Death

By SrimarsHl NiniMa Devi

Didst thou come in my doleful dreams

To light my darkest nights ?

Or didst thou shine on my stillest dawns

To fill my days with sweet delights ?

What songs didst thou sing ?

What music didst thoa wring from my heart ?
The lilt of thy music——the cadence of thy songs
Eternally reverberates—all life unto death!
Beloved, if thou dost care,

Open the door of my heart—

There thou wilt find

A shrine on its altar—

Thy image divine!

~—At its feet burns a lamp,

~—Bright with my undying love.

Dearest one, when I die,

Dust will turn to dust:

But my soul shall wing its flight to the limitless,
Carrying thy image for ever in each life of mine!



The Provincia]
Fund and Federal Finance

By B. V. RaMANARASU, MA.

(Asst. Professor, The Nizam’s College, Hyderabad)

I

After years of aimless drifting, it has now been set
Tedia should be & Federation. The only
ence in London respected the vecommend
mission was by accepting the fedeval id
however crudely, in their Report.

it was the only service which the C
ignorant, knowingly
constitutional colour,

tled that
way in which the Confer-

ations of the Simop Com-
ea initiated and developed,
Incidentally it may be said that

ommission did to g Government
or otherwise, of their own political destinies ang

In his financial proposals, Sir W. Layton tog had to dance tp
the federal tune of the Commissioners,

He came ag an adviser byt
had to take dictations. e goes through the later
portion of his proposals, the throbbing pulke  and the mental
agony that he mast have had in trying to tompromisg hig scientific
convictions with foregone conclusions, compromise what may be
called financial unitarianism with politica} federalism, A student

One feels, as o

of public finance feels genuinely sopy
sminence of Layton was not given the Opportunity 4o
Ylean slate, The result, however, ig that in the end the
inancial adviser to the Simon Co

81on stang
ame that sometimes men win n life,

. more gpn account of their
Apuaity o come out of conflicting interests Without ingulting
blective factors than to their baye theoretical originalit ?"
onception, falls to the enviable lot of Layton, & y o
To grasp the significance of the sbove goneralisa;
st be understood that the financia} - alions,

it
wee conflicting factors—firet)y,

OXpert had ¢4 harmonise

RusCientifie distribution
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THE PROVINCIAL FUND AND FEDERAL FINA

. it obtains
between the centre and the Provmcesﬁaznzcial g
of finances be the attempt to evoive & fefieral _nh A
today ; secondly, z t unscientific distribution, wit, ;u s of the
nisation' out .Of e ter to the wishes of the .mem er  actios
same ‘tm?e g 00;:‘ anxions to find in federahs.m anuntrv ot
Gommission WI;O Wiomtitutional progress  of this c:e'udic,e in
brake on further t.kand lastly, bis own strong 1p }ratifying
loast for the presen r;traiised fipance. 1t is extr(?me ylgs on the
favour of a health);. CZ athetic to note the emphasis ge :erammg
and, at the same‘ lm i,tP of thia country and'the arden footively
ossential e ‘;“ cZntralised Constitution in .Oyder e if these
he feels‘for ah\giiy the nation-building services. A: sontend
and rapidly deve opon h. he has several other factorsp Ovinces to
obstacles were not en reiq;ng desire o the part of the (1;0 uacy of
with, such ss Fhe ]:ccox;lplete autonomy, the utter 1na e(i i
acquire more lf‘ ;}Oﬁnancial resources for beneficent p:nment*’*
present provincia e annual surpluses of the Centra'l szve T e
coneerns, e m?? g;f | their own actions,—the bad inci enanavourv
mainly the res‘;. tax system, etc. In view of a . .the;f d that he
present-day Indian th the scheme of a Provincial .‘jntiﬁc skilk.
able data to begin W; "be reckoned as a feat of Scmnpmvinces
has sketc}‘xed e e{ts (:?)mpmmising the ambition of the‘- disposal
Without in any way ‘n;cernal freedom, it places at the;\ u;iiised
fo sevure complete i‘ncr) qonrce of income which can : )eeconomic
@ froifful ond gr;v:m:eafter will be conducive to th:“in that it
for purposes :belc h;zme has another great advantags extent, so
betterment. lhex i: rosperous Provinces to & greaie!‘be - ;ye_
& ’ , ftar the MeS ai

wash, a3 it a.c‘cll&“Y"f'“:nllefiiii aft:'ii:’ul maturi.ty ! therafa:zecii‘j;::
however, the pmrl l?lp ui;ites, namely the Wmmgneﬂiho urposeful
very import!:)nt 2;: ;qm;m than st present, and the p

classes to be

i ant
t of certain extravag
1 Governmen
g o o the military department. To lay &

. n . . ho
items like the expenditure © e conscientious objectors W

hos .
. i he souls of t . : Provinces
flattering u.nc:liz t(;efaﬁ: kind of central interference 1n the )
are up sgainst the leas

8b



86 TRIVENI

-provincial Council of Finance Members which
tion with the Finance Member of the Central

there is to be an inter

the day-to-day administration of this fund, though it ig given the
right of voting on vital matters affecting its constitution, even for
which a previous absolute majority of the Provineia] Government is
required.

II
At the first glance, the scheme looks like going back to
the very early days of financial decentralisation when the Centra}
Government was

gving out meuagre and restricted doleg to
the Provigcial Governments to be applied to useful works of
Bat it should be noted tha

actual provinecial finances,
have absolute powers of
being equal, ze.,
opium, a falling

over which the Local Governments
raising and spending.  Qther things
giving room for a diminution of revenue from

off of income from protective custo

the super-tax, taking -
from income-tax, i
luxurious con

o1 account
termingl taxes, ete,

ed to

on account of bare necessity,
18 suggested to be transferr
though centrally collected

of addiction or
The tax on salt too

the Provinceg for expenditure, as,

, its incidence }

| : 8 01 provinejal consumers.
Thus, in the new order of things, there will he foup kinds of
taxes :—

1.

FINANCE 87
THE PROVINCIAL FUND AND FEDERAL

istributed to the
ernment and dis
by the Central Gov 1 Government
3. Those c(;llecfte-i y4 Those collected by thef Centr;tion
Province of origin. 4. . the basis of popu ;
. inces 0n . . re and
and distributed to the Prov oo like customs, ch.mB tax ;;l;e -
Under the first co“;e ersonal income-tax remitted to ond
i pailway income etc. Under the s
r

es.
i 78 crores of rupe

1l present provincial taxes estimated at

come all p

rsonal ingome-tax
: t o surcharge on pe " towor
is they will also ge third category
Added to this ey he terminal tax. Under the oo, the
and the proceeds of the ferred from the centre,

simple, 4. e, minus half
vinces, commercial stamps,

i - trans
come half of personal income-tax

; - d death duties. . - cial
grionural eame mi:;er the last head constitute the Provi
Those that come

i on account
de the total income
the end of a deca : ise to 114
Fund s soch Ati;;o the Provinces 18 estimated to nIS
of new sources .
cial
crores of rupees. 4 will accrue on account of the Prov:rc\hes
i crores . 0, T )
Out .of thlst' 1into it the revenue from excise, FObach’enient o
Fund, Whlchhge Sthe Central CGovernment finds it f:ocia'l e
n vin
and se'lt. v,: ihe Provincial Governments. The I?‘roin risita
transfer it 10 dole given in compassion or for ering (i{ﬁced some-
. . a
thus f)elﬂ-ler ; hich savours of the centre havm_g‘r ‘sl autonomy 0
Contr‘b“tmnlw ° no way interferes with provincia s central
: in : ey i .
thiog % 9‘: i t, except that the tax-collecting a‘gentge question of
any great ex enh, over some real difficulty when The proceeds
There is how is to be undertaken.
. . f
.y . Provincial Fundis ent on one O
distributing tl;e be claimed by any Local (Eroveer;:lof . Province,
of a tax ma . the real ne
. lace of origin Or . nd proper. In
oo base?- thef I;t the first sounds quite just &
On the face o

9’ g ] d

is economic unity,
inciple. But in a country where there
on that principle.

. here the pros-
| units and W
. not good fisca . where, the
where the Provm‘fsz:;':&y be due to good condlttfr;s.oeise e a‘,nmt
: vi o L exion.
pel‘lt)-’ 10 f B}f I(::;)gin takes on an uns;clent;f;(;1 cg::)l;incial Fund, which
principle o : istribution ot the m £ need
lied to the dis The criterion of ne
therefore be app mic progress. 1 vield
. sed for econo inces which yie
> mtend;zd . bi:ml'lian and charitable. If the Provinc
is quite human
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revenue can be made to part with a portion of their income for the
betterment of their ill-fated sigters,

‘ 7 : . 1t becomes g Provincial contri-
bution to another Province, instead of tg the contre The only

istribution of the Provincial

| I't does not mean that thig
quite possible thyt & comparatively
sparsely populated tract like Sindh standy ¢

in greater need
of development than a Province like Madras op Bengal,
tracts like the North-West Frontier Province 1
funds on account of their infertility and stra
not claimed, therefore, that the hasis of pop

It is only a case of selecting the principle ¢
of objections.

solution therefore seems to be a d
Fund on the basis of population,
has no flaws. Tt is

Again,
&y require more
tegic importance, It is

ulation ig invulnerable.
hat ha

S the leagt number
More than all, it involves the dem

ocratic ideal of the
greatest good of the greatest number and it mygt be taken for what
it is worth.

IIT

Some ardent admirers of Federalism
scheme as interfering too much with the fed
Constitution of India. Tt must be however
tried to mitigate the unfederal character of
could. Whereas in some cases he cannot satisfy oo scrupulong
critics, other expedients are sure to cause dj
on insult. There is no finality or perfection ip human affairs ang
institutions. That which comes best and

may object to this new
eral nature of the future
understood that Layton
his plan ag well ag he

cratic federations, elsewhere in the world, the actual divigion of
functions differs with differing circumstances,

= . ’ Where constitutiong)
and administrative functions are divided, there are bound to be
financial divisions too.
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Sittannavasal Frescoes—II1

1
By M. S. SUNDARA SARMA, B.A.

Now to the subject-matter of the pz.xintlggs:  hich face one
First let us take up the two dancing Ngure
irs

tering it.
o he cave before en e s
when star.ldmg m'front Of.t ) irl” writes Prof. Dubreuil in his leaflfat
“This charming dancing g . devadasi of the temple, for in
: a
he paintings in the cave, 18 . to terms
:}1:: li;& Zeﬁtury ;ghe Jsins and the Buddhists }.md c?:;zse A
ith God in regard to the introduction of dancing g
wi
austere religion.” .
There you have a typical exan;plde':n Art could speak without
. L : ndi
hich alien Christian writers on . hink and say
:n:;ring exactly what they are talking about!d t’iz tr ;atest o
that a nation which has contributed to the worl . 15 ortrayal of
living philosophies, would have thoufhht' Ofa.i:t?:;.f is pthoughﬂess’
1 in thewr p
;s for the sake of portraya : . . corrup-
femdasz}sl Olreast Besides unconsciously supemmposmg ﬂ;zssor e
e o b . [¢)
t(i)ozazf modern devadasis on these dancing figures, .ﬂ-l'ceua,lr content of
entirely ignored the symbolic nature and the spirt e transoen-
Art in India. Indian Art, real Indian Art, has evfi:ms which could
dental and has always tried to su,szgest.conci‘p of life which
not be ordinarily perceived. The phxlo.soPIydia howed itsolf
had saturated the minds of the Pe0p1§‘hm t;o " n on parallel
: : iterature. € .
th in their art and li . as in other
Ol:'zo‘l::s instead of the one illustrating the do-t:eIrndian Art as &
. tries. The form of a woman has e.ver stoo® * The Supremse
z;umnbol 4<'>f Mula-Prakriti or primordial matter.

i i the Sittanna-
i i geries of articles on
. mtem“mgiiest to copy. The first and second

£ the only ridiculous way in

1This is the last of the writer'

. the ear S sctively.
vasal frescoes, VS‘;:}}; é‘ ?nvirasl D;;l,o ;i 6 and Vol. III, No. 1 of Triveni resp
articles were pu Y

luding portion of
W ivi esaders the conc .
M - h in giving bo i ; w abled to publish
o regret the 1‘ff}g ;1:1:{ afg:;)rtuna.te coincidence, we are ont ohiparemen.
mr. R e;l's. c::ze zn tho newly-discovered frescoes & h m—
simultaneously his n

Editor, TRIVENL.
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Mother-Nature is indicated thereby. Creation an
Evolutionary process are conceived of ag but & dance of this
Prakriti at the sight of the Supreme Purushg or spirit. It is this
dance of Prakriti that is suggested by the dancing figures in this
cave as elsewhere. The two dancing figures, Jooking out of the
cave and facing the visitor, really speak to us the true outlook of
the Rishi-artists who had painted and lived ip the cave here,
Besides indicating to us this perpetual dance of Prakriti which was
and is the Evolutionary outlook of India, thege two figures tell us
something more about that process. It will be observed that the
right hand of both the dancing figures is held in what is called the
Abhaya Hasta, which simply means the hand that says ‘fear not’
This amounts to saying that in the Evolutionary process there ig

nothing to fear, indicating thereby the optimistic attitude towards
life of the ancient Indians. The left hand of one of

figures is held in what is termed the Dandg Haosta,
rod-hand. The rod is not the rod of jurisprudence
all man-made laws but is that maguetic rod of powe
sway the members of the visible Universe both in space ang time ;
which keeps, for example, the Earth pointing towards the same
direction; which keeps in order every single visible op invisible
atom. Danda Hasta is the hand that indicates to us the firm con-
vietion of the ancients of this land in the justice and trath of the
inner government of this world. It is the certainty of this inner
rule that made the people of this land so optimistic in their attitude
towards life. Such an inner rule or government is indicated by this
Danda Hasta. The left hand of the other figure is held in what g
called the Gaja Hasta, or the hand or Proboscis of ap elephant,
Those that have witnessed, especially in the west coast of India,
how the hand of an elephant is used to lift up buge burdens wi]] at
once realise how that hand is pre-eminently a hapq that lifts up.
Gaja Hasta simply stands for the hand thaj lifts one up. In the
Evolutionary process there is always a hand that lifts one up. That
hand may be visible or invisible; it may be the hand of your friend,
foe or neighbour, or one whom you least expecte

d.  There ig always
that hand to lift one up; but that hang 18 not to be sought after
90

d the consequent

the dancing
which means the
which is behind
r which holds in
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nor will it come at one’s bidding. It ¢s there and it knows k.)est as
to when and how to help. Such is the Gaja Hasta and that is what
the other dancing figure stands for. So that 'the two figures
together tell us about the Dance of Creation in.whfch we are f:o be
optimistic because of the certainty of the ]us.tl'ce of the mx.:er
government and because of the ever-ready invmb.le hand which
unfailingly lifts us up in cases of real need. That indeed was the
outlook of the master painters of this cave at Sittannava,sal..

The painting on the ceiling is in fact a bird’s?eye view of a
lotus tank or pool in blossom wherein fishes, birds, animals and me'n
wade through, gathering lotus flowers. The lotus leaves are bea..utx-
fully disposed of to form, ss it were, a halo round. the heads of birds,
animals and men depicted in the picture. Besides, they are also
made to be at the background of every blossoming flower. Two
bulls and three elephants are to be seen along with three men, two
of whom are together, while one of them is a;?a,rt. .All of them are
holding the stem of lotus flowers. The way in wl.nch the water is
indicated is more conventional but the other things are natural,
beautiful and yet simple. The fishes and geese play about .the pool
here and there, and the happy way in which the geese \.mth out-
spread wings are placed side by side with the.blossommg lotus
flowers shows the close relationship of the two kmgdom.s of nat}u'e
indicating clearly how the one merges into the other and illustrating
the multiple unity in the single being of life. o

To understand well the full significance of this picture of t.;he
lotus pool one should have thorough understz?nding of the. In.dmn
conception of the Universe. Professor Dubreu.ll, however, fllsm;SSG.S
the panel with a surmise that it may be a Jain story which fa is
not aware of, not realising that such guess?s from a responsible
professor like him pass off into assertions in the hands of less
Worth’%,h:;n.sentences from the chapter on Creation i.n the Vishnu
Purana will here be quoted, thereby giving' s glimpse of the

Indian conception of the Universe. Says the Vishnu Purana:
“Thus eulogised by Earth, that graceful one, the. holder thereof,
began to roar in Sama accents. Then heaving up the Earth
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with his razors from the deep, the mighty Boar, having eyes
that resembled blown lotuses and hamself like wnto lotus leaves,
rose up like a gigantic dark blue mountain.”

Again we have :

“Sananda and others with delighted hearts and
hymned the holder of the Universe.”

Yet again we have:

with heads bent,

“ Raised on thy razor ends all this Earth, O! Lord, seemeth like o
lotus leaf besmeared with mud on the tusk of an elephant that
hath plunged into a pool of lotuses.”

The italics are mine and the careful reader will note how in
these three sentences we have the idea of the picture shown on the
ceiling. The lotus pool, the men with their heads bent down, the
elephant heaving up the lotus leaves and flowers, and the lotus
flowers themselves are all there. It was no wonder that the ancients
in India thought of the Universe in terms of a lotus pool. If one
can imagine the visible Universe from somewhere in space one can
easily get at that picture. Just think and picture to yourself the
Universe from our knowledge of the present-day astronomy. Every
star being a sun, will be in the centre of concentric orbits of
its own planetary system; if then every star be a lotus flower its
surrounding system will form the lotus leaf, If you place these
stars with their systems side by side, as indeed you have it

have really the picture shown on the ceiling of the ca
Sittannavasal.

, you
ve at

Thus did the master-painters of this cave conceive and depict
their notions of the Universe, They had it over in the ceiling so
that such a conception was really floating over their heads during
their moments of deep contemplation in the secluded cave,

With such notions about the visible Universe, and with such
outlook on life as depicted by the two dancing fugures, the Rishi-
painters of Sittannavasal have handed down to us their pictorial
conceptions of them in thig unique cave.

The other portions of the paintings, that are lost to us for ever,
might have given us some more details about these conceptions.
But what we have is enough to show us the fundamental concep-
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tions of the artists who have carved and painted in this ancient
cave.

Now a word about the five seated figures carved on the walls
of the cave may not be out of place here. All the five alike are in
the immemorial seated yogic pose thereby indicating to us that the
real goal of human life is to be realised only through such deep con-
templation in quiet surroundings. The number five ha§ a reference
to the number of times humanity had, so far, to do so till now. It
has reference to the five races of humanity that have passed so far;
we Aryans being the fifth. The three later races are represented
by the three carvings inside the cell, while the two that prec.eded
the three are depicted outside by the two figures placed on either
side of the cave. '

Thus, it would be seen that the cave at Sittannavasal contains
really a wonderful and unique record of Indian Art. The sculptural
and pictorial technique is superb, handing down to us a worthy
record of a worthy past in the history of the country. We have no
certain clue as to the date of the cave or its paintings. Surrounding
lithic records point to a date not later than the sixth or the sever.ltb
century A. D. There is nothing to show that it may not be. earlier.
The paintings are truly Indian both in conception and techqu.xe an.d
prove to us beyond doubt how widespread the art had befsn in this
ancient country. They enable us to imagine what the ckétra salas
or picture galleries should have been like, in this old land. . The
art of painting must have gone through at least some centuries of
previous handling before it could have flowered into t.he'matu-re and
definite style of the Sittannavasal frescoes. These ?amtmgs 1n fact
open a new page in the history of painting in Ind-la and efficiently
put an end to all that is being talked about foreign influences on the
art of Indian painting. Here in this cave we have an example of a
purely indigenous Indian painting which shf)uld. go ‘fm long way to
really help the true revival of the art of painting in this country.

Sittannavasal is indeed a sacred spot to us mod?rns, w.ell

orthy of receiving the homage of every true lover of India and its
_rt.
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Newly-discovered
Frescoes at Kanchipuram

By M. S. Sunpara SARMA, B.A.

Culture, like a crystal, has its axes of growth.
ed the result is 3 deformity which not only vitiates
takes away the beauty and value of it all. The symm
ment of all the faces enhances the beauty and value ¢
extent. Modern Indian culture, whatever that m
lacking in @sthetic taste and creative imaginatio

spite of all tall talk snobbishness only is fully r
that is the result or cauge of the

upon the angle of vision.
eminence which had not A
its growth and civilisation,

If one is stunt-
the whole but
etrical develop-
0 & very marked
ay be, is utterly
n generally, In-
ampant. Whether
present political unrest depends
No country in the world attained to self-
Tt as one of the vital forces that prompted
The glorious culture of ancient India
an in what can be gleaned from the fow
s handed down to the present times,
relics found here ang there would have
r the enthusiasm anq sincere admiration

hom this country was not s land of
birth. Eleven years ago the beautiful frescoes at Sittannavasal were

discovered by Mr. (Gopinatha, Rao, casually, and public attention to
the same was drawn by Prof. Dubreuil of Pondicherry. Mo the
Moadras Mail should be given the credit of being the first journal to
reproduce and publish in colours one of the dancing figures from
these frescoes. But what has the country been doing all along ?
Excepting a few enthusiastic individuals who can be counted on
‘one's fingers, how has the country benefited itgelf by the discovery ?
What about the very cave in which the priceless treasure i3 located ?
With regard to the very facet of the pillar wherein is located the
dancing figure that was reproduced by the Mai] Annual, the delicate

brush lines of the master-artist have been marred ruthlessly by the

crude brush, probably of the census enumerator whose only paint is
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Fig. 1L

Fig. L

NEWLY-DISCOVERED FRESCOES AT KANCHIPURAM 9

black tar, with the result that you find there, in hideous prominence,
the figure 165 with something more added on to it! Such is the
real taste or call it what you will, of the present-day educated peo-
ple of India. What do people who glory in adorning their walls
with calendar pictures or cheap tenth-rate oleographs know or care
for the real masterpieces of Art?

And rnow, Prof. Dubreuil of Pondicherry, to whom this time the
credit of the real discovery is undoubtedly due, has literally exposed
and brought to our notice the existence of really old and equally good
frescoes at Kanchipuram. With my intimacy with every hair-breadth
of the Sittannavasal frescoes, I flew to the scene of this new discovery
recently, to have darsanam of the frescoes. The thick  coats of
plaster, evidently due to the misguided restoration of the Archeeo-
logical Department, which the enthusiastic French historian of the
Pallavas had removed in order to render visible the underlying
frescoes, were lying about in the very place in which they had been
thrown out by the Professor. Though it comes under the Public
Monuments Protection Act, the Kailasanatha temple is a neglected
one, where moth and rust have been allowed to corrupt. The
paintings exposed are sure to0 suffer a good deal if neglect-
ed even for a short time; because unlike at Sittannavasal, they are
in the vicinity of one of the chief centres of South Indian
pilgrimage. These pictures are marvellous and are executed in the
very identical and definite style in which the Sittannavasal frescoes
are executed. The technical similarity is such that we may safely
infer and presume an oneness of hand in both the places. Much
more lies buried under the heartless coats of white washing which
has to be removed very very carefully to render what is hidden
visible. The temptation of further discovery, aping the sincere and
honest efforts of the French Professor, may prove really dangerous
as well as disastrous and should be forthwith guarded against by
those responsible. What has been already exposed is very little;
only five heads of which only one is whole, the right half of a
masculine torso, & fore-arm and three fingers of a hand. A panel
with two chombus or vases may also be seen. Besides there are
many undecipherable portions belonging to drapery or figure
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ere.

evidently of
y of far later date, out which nothing could b
e made.

I
n the real frescoes that are visible
)

the 1i '
e lines are clear and unlike at Sittannavasal,

h -
sharp and the colouring bright and rich

away. The ] .
is full of patt:zit :3; ;f;‘fe‘“ sits charmingly over the l’e;: h}?lf eaten
.three more pairs of eyes g rev‘ealing 2 whole world of itSc eek and
in each cage, Joy oont are &H' Iwing, enhancing the facial own. r1-‘he
rcontemplation and depth are sevemlll;L e’;P;essmn

and beauti-

d even i

n in the

I by e very few ex

am no  historian’ amples we have at present

name m 18 not w
S and hence I do not care t ctoncil 18 t with dates or
care to try to fit these f i
rescoes into

I venture to the w :
ask as to wh ont in such cages !
really Hindy in origin 7 0 truly knows whether the ]:_,_But may
) Ingam ig

Of course I h
ave had
these froscoes im A my personal longi .
I write these fewn;edlatiy after discovery &n:;% "6 satisfied in seeing
. ines they are h : copying the
with : e hangi m, and as
" 1th my c?ples of the frescoes at Sgitzg round me on th y
:u}r{ltry gomg to do with this new dise nayasal
a ]anchlpuram be cherished and overy
neglect or vandalism ? .
interest and care resm d Who iy going to come for
them more kno garding these precioug South Ind.wmd to take real
N4
inspired ? 'Will thn I\S{? -that they may inspire a.H‘i:Lhn finds and make
¢ Ministers of Education o th UOSe who ean be
& Universities tha
§ t

a take
the Decessary initiative,

e walls along
‘ But what is the
A fo[Ithe old monument

rom further ruin and

frescoes ? © help of copies of these real old

revealed by Brahma, the Creator,

Some Aspects of Hindu Music
By SRIMATHI RAGINI DEvV1

dia in the past reached a stage of excellence

Especially is this true in the art
dered the life and soul of religion.
the first manifestation of Divine
Energy in the cosmos was in the form of sound or Nada. Before
he universe it existed as the all-pervading sound of
The art of music is said to have been
who entered into meditation and

from the depths of Divine thought brought forth the arts for the joy

of the universe.

The music of India has always had a living power because it
is one with Creative Nature. To the ancient Aryans the musical
a reflection of the Divine order, and the ancient
Rishis were an expression of the

Cosmos and Man in terms of sound

The art ideals of In
far above present werld standards.
of music which ancient India consi

According to the shastras,

the creation of ¢
OM ringing through space.

order was but
bymns and incantations of the
divine relationship between the
and rhythm.

The history of Hindu music is woven into a mystical and anci-

ent past, and owes its unusual and highly-involved rhythms and
complex sruti scale to those ancient progenitors of art—the Rishis.
The spiritual relations of the regions and quarters and the seasons
to the attainment of the soul's salvation was the mystical conception
of these Vedic poets, who harmonized the cyclic phases of the
human soul with the cyclic phases of Nature.

The ancient hymns and mantras composed by them were far
from being primitive musical adventures. They indicate a remark-
able knowledge of the nature and potency of sound and its influence

on human life.
Being endowed with an inner mathematical sense and having &

divine insight into the operation of upiversal laws, these ancient
sages evolved & doctrine of mathematical symbols to explain the
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manifold nature of the cosmos and its ruling principles. Vedic
music was an exalted interpretation of these principles. It is our
belief that archaic scales and gramas were originally musical symbols
of sacrificial mysteries, mathematically related to various cosmic
principles in much the same manner as the chief metres such as
Gayatri, Trishtubh, ete.

The sacred “three-fold” Vedas are said to have sprung from
the mystic Sacrifice of Purusha.
the Rig Hymns and the Samans.

The Aryans were doubtless the first race to perfect the voecal
art and to realize in their sacred chants the highest fulfilment of the
true art of singing. There is abundant evidence of the high attain-
ment of vocal art in the records of ancient wisdom.

Vocal music has always been of first importance in India
because the human voice was considered & divine
having the energizing motive force of soul-fire.
the body the divine lute made by the gods,
being an imitation of it.

From this sacred rite, were born

instrument,
The Hindus called
the lute made by man

The fact that vocal music was of first importance in ancient
India does not necessarily indicate that instrumental music was not
also highly developed. In the Vedas harps with a hundred strings
and nuraerous ceremonial drums are mentioned which in

dicate a high
development of instrumental music.

There is very little to guide us concerning Vedic scales and
the various physical and metaphysical meanin

gs of tones, gramas
otc. However the ancient names of the note

8 indicate that Vedie
music was descending, which view is supported by authority.

The descending trend of Vedic scales and gramas has a

definite relation to universal laws governing the scientific manifesta-

tion of sound. In order to understand what d

escending music
really is,

we must realize that there are two kinds of natural sound
progression,—one descending and the other ascending. Jean Philip
Rameau, a French musician of the seventeeth century, has named
these two kinds of progression the arithmetic angd harmonic series
respectively.

The arithmetic progression is a descending harmonic series
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characterized by regularly increasing lengths of f\rlzztfinisti:mi
That is, each tone corresponds to & number o ively lower and
measurement, the sounds produced bt.amg. prOgr‘lassiv iZcreased.
lower in pitch, as the length of the string 1.s regu ar}; nes produced
The harmonic series is the natural series of ov';r IC; socondly in
from a musical wire, which vibrates first asTZ V‘;oze ,g ven by the
two segments, thirdly in three segments, e.tc. N Z tho fundamental
whole string is the lowest in sound, and i8 ca-‘ ° ments of the
or prime. The tones given by the sues ssive 2 e}? become pro-
wire are known as overtones Or harmonl({s’g‘r}lﬂinit (number of
gressively higher and higher in pitch, as thli- initia
frequences of the prime) adds itself to lts? . sic that we know
Archaic Vedic music (like mOSt, a,ncle.nt mr‘ rogression. The
about) was evolved from the descenfllng fmrfthu;e :(; :J aiithmetically-
Sata-tantri Vina doubtless owes it omgml o. easing in length.
divided monochord of many striflgS, regula»rdy 1zc;escending <cales
That is, stringed instruments designed to procue bridge or fret for
used a fized unit of measurement and & shdmgt srorgsrutis. Thus
ascertaining the proper places of the scaleb: ° Zd by moving the
every tone could be simply and acm%rateb;fot a:zty-two wires were
bridgo 1o the requir;d gin;ionwgz;:t.sruti s:quence could be pro-
attached to a monochora, the

i ending order. . o . -
duceds,;:t:rj;iic mufic probably had its origin 1n Vedic India ir

i orld. Since
whence it spread its influence throughout th-etan:lzzl‘;r:; of develop-
] : followed a consisten
then the music of India has based upon
en the descending music or the Gandhara g.rama e P ;
ment—{irst as and later as ascending music, base

: ic series .
the descending harmonic sorics, Thus Indian music has always

upon the ascending series of overtones.
d scientific foundation. -
' natﬁ::i;:: India has forgotten the great fundamental tru

y i s. Accounts
i i f bols relating to the a . 20
mugic and the meaning of Sym — i rt 1 osnts

of the origin of music, of tho W are generally dismissed as

iati ions
and emotional associations and functions,

B . ] ] ]
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perfected is not entirely gone. Even though Indian musicologists are

denying the practical existence of the twenty-two srutis, the srutis
are actually being sung and played by some first-class musicians at
least who, perhaps fortunately, know little or nothing about the
physics of sound, intervals, vibrations, etc. They simply carry on the
oral traditions and intonations bequeathed to them.

Owing to the melodic nature of Hindu music, the fundamental
or tonic drone SA is required to be fixed in the consciousness of
the musician. Against this sustained keynote,
tions of tone are clearly discernible and ace
assured. By moving his frets a little this way

instrumentalist is able to select the tones whi
musical sensibilities.

all the fine grada-
uracy of pitch is
or that, the Indian
ch best satisfy his

Another aid to accuracy of pitch is the uge of mend or
rhythmic glissando as an essential element in the melodic scheme.
The Indian musician sings or plays the interva) ag
the ‘note’, and in thus glidin
continuous musical flow to th
drone.

much as he does
g between ‘notes’ he maintains s

€ accompaniment of the resonant

The Hindu musician ig really endowed 4
inper sruti sense, for the human ear readily attunes itself to
a natural melodic progression of sounds,

The fundamental law
which operates in the natural harmonic series also rules our musical
sensibilities.

y Nature with an

The efforts of modern theoricians to e
scale in terms of twelve semi-tones,
of the octave, can have no real g
musical system as originally based

Western musical theory offers n
It is only from Nature and from t
her that India can once more
eternal law of modes,

xplain the Hindu musical
Or any other artificial divisions
ignificance in the true Hindu
on the natural order of sound.

o solution to the sruti problem.
he ancients who alone understood
discover the truth of music—the
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“The Lost Friend”

By Krisuna KUMARA KALLUR

(Translated from KANNADA)

One morn when I sat with down-cast eyes

And my back was turned upon thee, e
—When I was drowned deep in my own musings
Then fell thy shadow upon my limbs |

And T felt a light touch of thy presence.

Like & proud woman that would not listen

To the entreaties of her lover,

1 hugged my pride and made 2 sht?w .that

T never cared for thee ; but still, within my heart
There was yearning for thee and thee alone.

The curtain was raised— ‘

To my utter shame our eyes met and hngerefi.
There arose a thrill of hope and a tre.mor. of joy,
While thy hand lay upon my heart, kindling

An eager desire to fly to thy side.

Still I feigned to cast indifference at the!e;

But, perchance, my heart did greet thee! i\
Is the light of love come upon me ? o

Shall I meet thee face to face once again, t ]a.d s
1 might offer my pride to thee in one eternal devo
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Kaikeyee!

O hapless Queen! Ill-fated child of Fame!

Thy husband’s love, his dotage-born obsession,
How well thy life illumes the dreadful lesson
That flesh-bound love is one consuming flame!
O dauntless soul in woman's fragile frame,

In days of yore thy love for lord did burn °
Thine inborn fears, thy sex to ashes turn

The while thy daring snatched the gods from shame
Of dire defeat; anew thy love for son,

Thy love to see him all Ayodhya's king,

Did burn the queen the wife in thee! How brief

Is joy in earth-bound love! How frau

ght with grief
This luring flame,

this soul consuming thing!
How grave its toll! How dire the reward won!

A righteous monarch’s death of broken heart,
A woman’s anguish lorn of lord and child,
A kingdom’s mourn and yearn for heir exil'd
All these thou wrought! . And yet were these no par
Of plan of thy devise! The ruthless art

That rained red ruin o'er the Raghu land

Was work of Fate, whose woeful vengeful hand

Sent e'en thy dream to crown thy son athwart!

Thy wiles brought gall to all and joy to none!
Misguided queen! Ambition's thoughtless fool!

The hunch, thy mentor, hell's vile minion

That fanned a mother's 'spiring spark to flame,

That fiend in guise and guile, thy frienq in name
Was imp of Fate, none else! And thou, her tool!

]

Relentless Fate when she did turn her face
In wrath upon the Raghu clan and land,
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Her blackest look she cast, her gravest hand
She laid on him, thy son, whose prowe.ss, gra'ce
And wisdom marked him noblest of his race;
Ador'd of parent, brother, kin and. spouse,
Admir'd of friend, afeard of foe, his house
Ne'er gender'd greater son! Ye.t fa:st a,pa;e N
Did Fate's dire darts descend his ginless . ead !
Fate's femine freaks, alack, were fsver s.ob.1 .
The guilty left unscathed, the gmlelessb1 e

Of heart or burnt of soul! f}t one fell blow
Was he bereft of sire and kin ! -And thouf N
His best loved mother loos'd this flood of woe!

ity’ to assay
Calamity’s a touchstone .
True worth of human kind. Whilst craven hearts

Will rage and rave, the brave .their nob}lc‘a; pa:‘::
Convoke and calmly brunt thf}tr woe. e sway
Of grief or vengeful ire unveils the wa.yf o
Of churls! The son, had he been base o "

Or faint of heart or mean of soul, f,hy de?

Had surely charg'd his reeling brain toh? a,?;,e
Nay tear thee limb from limb,’to vent Lse; rt’,
And venge a widowed mother's broke.n !

A people’s grief and death o’f godly sire -
But e'en a madden’d woman’s monster (:;-mel
Could scarcely ruffle his soul sere:ne, subli

Sore Pity ’twas replac’d Revenge's part.

In Pity's light it is that God.doth v1;v:hed
All human sins ; and Pity’s light 'do:;)l -
No purple rays of Pride ; n’or.Ires. (()i -
Nor Envy’s green nor Fears Jaund.lce e
Mars Pity's flame whose lambent ]u(;:lpl blue
Reveals the God in man! The Burden g
Prince Bharata in pity bore?, to .sa.ve

His mother's burning soul in kindly dew
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Of great Kausalya's forgiveness, did start

A wail of woe for aJ] eternity !

And cleft in twain o con thy life, my heart,
Like Marg'ret yawns athirst for Swathi's rain,
Did gasp 8gape and froze my tears of pain
Into this Song of soul-deep sympathy.

Karasay
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Our Forum

THE THEATRE OF THE HINDUS
SIR,

I read with great interest the short note‘ on the. ’The;;tx;: oé ;i};z
Hindus in the September~October issue .of ’l‘rlv.em(;1 4t why the
an appreciative note and the author has rightly pomIte ;) however,
West cannot adequately appreciate our drax?as. m y; fine the
be permitted to express one or two sentlmentsflziﬂ a,nd%vhel'e
writer’s explanation of how our theatre was a Palace o
we have now to look for the lost art of the .Nata- ith him when

Regarding the first of these, I can easul_y ag'ree W; tonded to
he says that our theatre, as Bharata conceived lt,-:;’ 31 The real
be a Palace of Art. But this remained only an ideal. the refer-
theatre of the Hindus is what can be l'econstructec.l fro;lk Sudraka
ences from the masterpieces of our great dram.atlsﬁsg :;h?s recon-
Kalidasa, Harsha, Bhavabhuti and a Bhasa,' anth  the amoiont
Structed theatre does not justify the assufnptIOIf ad ing a real
Hindu theatre was a Palace of Art. The W?Iter “.7111 be bo1 gositive
service if he will substantiate his glowing picture by p
references to the works of our dmma'ﬁSts'. . the mode! of

The living theatre of ancient-Indla., bu'llt (;nt  emoe o
Bharata, has probably survived only in K.emla - Wt};a,tre does not
the Kuttambalom. But even there, this templendered in us by
Satisfy the artistic expectations that are enge
Bharata, . implied that one

ming to the second point, the writer has imp ia.

hag tgoseelf for the ancient art Of' tth eonffattahain tlire?x:r oini;lz
; be true; but I may pmr.l . . :

;I‘Vlclz;jz, ;I;aZIaborated by Bharata, is cultxva.ted.m. :,nl_mit]ensfl::in diig:}i:

in India and one can meet with th“j Sa’,me mm tf)da in that

acting of the Cakyar and the Kathaka.lzkkaran ev}e{n o :;hich hoe
little corner in the south-west of India, I mean Kerala,
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conserved for us much of our ancient Hindu
tradition and which, therefore,
that India elsewhere has lost.

cultural heredity and
forms the repository of many things

Much, indeed, may be done by ourselves here, if we have the
requisite interest and if we keep our eyes and ears open. We have
still with us lots of things in every department of our cult

quities which await Systematic documentation,
and scientific study at our hands.

individual who takes pride in his
spend at least a portion of hig lear
elucidation of our glorious past.

ural anti-
careful scrutiny
And it behoves every cultured
ancient heredity and tradition to
ned leisure in the direction of the

K. R. P1sHAROTI,
Annamalai University.

REPLY
SIR,

The theatre wag called a Palace

as in the temple, all the arts united in & common service. The
Ranga Mandapa arose in the imagination of the master-builder and
carver; no less important was the role of the painter. There was
also the art of the mask-maker who gave plastic shape to the refine-
ments of facial expression, not, to mention such minor arts ag that of
the armourer or jeweller. Tt wag therefore suggested that in the
theatre these diverse but beautiful arts blendeq In & common
symphony.

Not only did the plays begin with son
nities were found for their deft introductio
themselves, ags in the pictorial dance of Mg,
songs of Vikramorvasiam. The minute di
plays to the Nata in his own terminology i
always the principal means of expressio

of Art because in the theatre,

& and dance but opportu-
n in the body of the plays
lavika or the Apabhramsa
rections in the text of the
ndicate that Abhinaya was
D.  The painter's art wags

llery where Agnimitra,
The sculptor's art furnished the theme in

Even the jeweller's art was slyly worked in, in the
106

Pratima Nataka.

beautiful.
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la. was
ddesses to Sakunta
esented by the sylvan go . : nised the
:;za::’;i;il beauty-sense of the playwright th? :zZ;g into the
d worked every one O

t. eaul Of the aarts an . beauty more

Zi::fr;c :fp phis composition for the end of making

i for reconstructing
ditions of Kerala are ; cf
e ashthe 8the; t:?mzlar and sometimes richer Ktradlxtul)lns
v en Kerala has
mbers much that ev i
i ter India, and Java rem<‘3 . ' ey
ffzr:;:tz: ' 1 di(; omit Kathakalz; so did I omit the m

C. 1¢

i ich has survived
impersonations of the North, the open-air drama whic

te.—all ultimately based on Natya, for tbx;
b suggest rather than exhaust, and that
0

the classic stage,

in every part of India,

reason that I intended t 85"
i just a .

wrote not a thesis but jus 7. RaaGHANDRAN

107



Romain Rolland’s
“Ramakrishna ™

By Dr. R. VAIDYANATHASWAMY, M.A, D.Sc, Pu.D.

The very greatest saints and prophets of all climes have a
message which carries beyond their immediate surroundings and
exerts, through many devious ways, its formative action on the
evolving human spirit. But it is not given to every one to receive
directly and transmit their message. Prejudices, racial and religious,
unowned preferences lodged deep down in our organic nature,
repugnance to unusual habits or unfamiliar forms of thought, raise a
powerful barrier against that sympathetic rapprochement which
must lead the way to understanding and fruitful acceptance.
only the rare representative souls who, nurtured on all that is
and finest in their age, can still think beyonq
Universal in man, that can bridge this chasm an
River of Life into the byeways and valleys.

The spirit of Romain Rolland is of this order.
and a son of the West which is so much pre-occupied
of the Realm of Knowledge, he is vet closest
tuition of spiritual values, and is the symbol
the Great War, turning to ancient fountain
guidance. He has been profoundly interest
phenomenon of the Indian Renaissance in
ideals have appeared again on the stage i
proved their perennial vitality.
he was concerned with the spiri

ordinary man of action in ancient or modern times. Difficult as
this must have been to write, the present stady of Ram
well as the future one on Vivekanand
incomparably more so to the Kuropean

It is
best
it and reach the
d lead down the

A true modern,
with the fringes
kin of India in his in-
of Europe, shaken by
s for inspiration and
ed and moved by the
which ancient Tndian
0 modern setting, and
In his work on Mahatma Gandhi

akrishna (as
&, which he promises) is

mind.  For here we are
!Published by the Advaita Ashram, 182-
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A, Mukturam Babu Street, Calcutta,

. Played, on the other hand, a rare pers

tual make-up of the most extra- -
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. stery, the Holy of Holies, and
much nefa,rer z};euc;;zr:;’;};e é;‘;‘;i:;jma znd his many-sided divin;
:Zﬁizi?;: :ne has to shed all littleness of mm}(i, al:);;at:::ln:s::;nc-
judice, to purify one's intellect and t_)ecome umble, S
prejudice, to p " required very little—nothing more, o
fuary. 1 would avi the well-known repugnance of the CIVIII.Se
Snce, thin & tm}c{e 1(i) image, to spoil the book completely. It 1:ha:
?r“el:tpfzg:; ttl:)ethe :uthor’s :iiscrimination and breadth of sympathy

1 N there is diS-
tha’t th.e] i 1 llrt the Indlan readet‘,
e 18 nOthlIlg he‘(‘e tO h : : -

; d convey-
lity of Ramakrishna in its central and essential features, an y
1ty of Ram

. der.
ino itq livino impression to the rea erson-
e 1‘L\S/‘V]Wfl n'g‘ly, ;ml()vet here. it is true, the atmosphere of a close p

e ratt 10 g !

e than makes
al devotion to the Master. But W? have Wh:;etxr'r;orfervour which
up for it, a certain b""’adth, of Vlew.;oz;lii};?es as parts of one
h?n_Olll‘S u e gl‘ga'th l";lz:il:ll{l:ishi: as a brother of Christ, c(::ll-
divine stream, and ho ‘trand a critical poise which refl‘e.shes . )
bined wi'th a detachr?enoOl air. By dint of careful and painstaking
eader like 2 gulSt loas cthe personality of the Ma-ster beez relc:;l;
roseurl, not Ol'ly 1 id detail, but his whole spiritual b.ac grf)—the’
e f(?T o ‘m ;lev acted has been brought into the Pwt;l'? s, the
the:mge . wlll:;:i};iouq streams, and their domin‘a,nt pers::; lII{f:;hub

rary re 88 e
gr;her:: OSaz’]aj and Ram Mohun Roy, the qr:gotl‘he rosalt is &
Ch - Sen. the Aryas Samaj and Dayanan L. eligious ele-
l.mdel o osite .picture, 4 mosaic of the living re bof Rama.
Varlegatgd cs m‘p indi& surmounted by the s_upreme ﬁgulre srored by
me-mts of m? emthe W7ide scope of interestmg.matena ‘ct o oy
tl:{}:(lzstzz‘k, v[;(lyorl:ust content ourselves with selecting one or tw p

for discussion here.
We may notice par

ishn
with which the author has tra;eihl{ar;:t{il:al experiences of Christian
i it e mys >Xpe
The author's acquaintance Wi

. ich is ing in Indian
ints londs the book a perspective W_h"’.h ” ]a.Ckmf) European

o ten{; Ramskrishna, and renders it instructive

accounts o )

and Indian readers alike.

ientific attitude
i he careful and scien :
Heala a's spiritual evolution.
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The great fact established by Ramakrishna's life in this land of
Yogins and Bhaktas, is that the citadel of the higher divine conseci-

ousness can be stormed in a single leap of passion, though at great

peril to the physical body.! He did not practise any systematic

yogie discipline. Illumination came on him in a violent flood after

8iX months’ agony of passion, prayer and weeping. Romain Rolland
quotes the Master’s own account of the experience :

“One day I was torn with intolerable angnish. My heart seemed to
be wrung as a damp cloth might be wrung. . I was
racked with pain. A terrible frenzy seized me at the thought
that T might never be granted the blessing of this divine
vision. T thought if that were 80, then enough of this life! A
sword was hanging in the sanctuary of Kali. My eyes fell
upon it and an idea flashed through my brain like a flash of
lightning. ‘The sword! Tt will help me to end it.” 1 rushed

" up to it and seized it like a mad man, And lo! the
whole scene, doors, windows, the temple itself vanished.
It seemed as if nothing existed anymore.
ocean of the spirit, boundless, dazzling. In whatever direction
I turned, great laminous waves were rising. They bore down
upon me with a loud roar, as if to swallow me up. In an

instant they were upon me. They broke over me, they engulf-

ed me. I was suffocated. I lost all natural consciousness and
Ifell., . .

Instead T saw an

Thereafter he was in a state bordering on delirium. He beheld

continually the living radiant form of the Mother.

His ideas
translated themselves

immediately into vivig forms, while he
saw people only through a dim mist. Thig state continued till he

was initiated into regular yogic discipline by Bhairavi Brahmani.
Later be realised the Formless Brahman of the Vedanta under the

guidance of Tota Puri, and taught him in turn the identity of

LA saying is attributed to Ramakrishna to the
passions ought not to be destroyed, but turned on God; thus anger should be
directed on God for not manifesting himself, and so on, This has evident refer-
ence to his own personal history, Ramakrishna’s entrance into higher conscious-
ness is thus in violent contrast to that of Chaitanya, who, if we may believe tradi-
tion, simply flowered into illumination, by a process of gradual unfoldment,
through reading about and meditating on the Lord.

effect that in Kali Yuga, the
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Brahman and Maya. Finally his mission as a spiritual teacher was
rahma .

evealed to him. . ¢ worlds’
- These experiences correspond apparently to the higher ~worlds

jence of
or spiritual levels of which the Sastras speak. The experi

L. as is seen from
waters in hig first illumination 18 an usual feature

i th
the parallel cases of St. Theresa and others mentioned by the

th Tt recalls to us, on the one hand, the st (;OCtr;Ee t:;:
author. ’ : d on the other,

. i stituent of all things, an : .
yater is the ?ltlmate fzon he Veda, as well as the Vedic cosmologl'
waters and *Varuna” of the A% , from Vayu, Agni; from Agni,

ayu ; ’
cal order, “ From Akasa ca:::th ¥ zvit’h the reverse order in Pralay 1&
] . . : 1
The levels of experience in which emotions and ideas a\flt::a,t‘l;:d g
creiteezse?r own forms are the Bhuva and Suvarlokas o de Lo ;
n
which are the habitations of the Devajs, and G?E;reszzrishna. not
astral and mental planes of the Theosophist Bufld z:tlas but by an
only saw objectively the forms (ff gods a.ndhgo seff—-—;vidently, a
unfailing instinct ended by “bsorbmfg ﬂfl;}r;[']su’lcypzmof experience does
ise them as himself. 1 int
osture to r:ah:)(::long to the lower worlds! proper, but ttf) :tc::?e
302 a,:) Il)ea: t;e higher worlds, in which the charac‘terlstlcd :very
0 . n .
ofe . 93f ce is the realisation of the self in everything, iiences of
thi expfrf“efzhe gelf. A compa,rative study of the e'xiiructive o
R:leik:i]shna and Swedenborg would appear 1DOS bed:x;borg was in
this connection. For a space of twenty years W]; om hi.; careful
. r
constant communion with the Angels of Hea:;n;: they belong to the
. 8
i {ences, it would appear . ’

?ccounts ofdhls e;llz:r differe’mce in spiritual eQmpn(;ent agd;:::;{z:

ower worlds. indu an
as well as in spiritual direction, begwee,;l ;h:ntﬁmhorizon ns Alled
.. e Swedenborg ) H
genius is very striking. i ther faiths were not. e

e ith; for him, o

nti he Christian faith; .y iti d of the
entllt:ly o ;ivest himself of the Christian tl‘&dltl:llll; ::ore o

could never . i s ther
Christian theology and cosmology- flslﬁ;{ieor;;lilzedualism. In his

thical and philo
rose above the plane of e

waters; and from waters,

three lower worlds; Janoloks, Thapo-

! Bhuloks, Bhuvarloka, Suvarloka are e and Maharloks, the intermediate or

loka, Satyaloka, the three higher :;:;l"ds;
transitional world, sccording to the )
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description of Heaven he speaks of a mystic unity between God and
the Angels, on account of which they were felt as One-Many' ; and
this raises the question whether some at least of his experiences did
not belong to the higher worlds. I think the answer must be in
the negative, since we do not hear of his own self being in every-
thing else, and everything else in his self, as a fact revealed in his
immediate experience. That no other answer is possible is con-
firmed by the fact that the dualism between Angels and Devils,
Heaven and Hell, God and the World, Righteousness and Sin, are
permanent features of his revelations. The One-Many relation
between Glod and the Angels which he so happily describes, must
therefore be an intelligent inference, that is to say, a fact of mediate
objective experience. While the spirit of the Hindu, shot by its own
inner momentum, goes straight as an arrow to its mark, conquering
the highest spiritual realisations one after another, the defective
spiritual heritage constitutes in the case of Swedenborg an
intangible barrier to his progress beyond a certain point. While the
inner guide, the selective and discriminative principle in Sweden-
borg’s evolution was furnished by the Bible, particularly the Old
Testament, the norm by which Ramakrishna’s cour-e was steered, was
the certainty of Advaita—the non-differcnce between Jeeva and Brah-
man, and therefore, also between Jeeva and Jeeva; a certainty
which was instinctively and obscurely present in him from the very
beginning. The moral that can be safely drawn from this compari-
son is that there is a long stretch between the first entry into the
portals of the higher consciousness and the highest conceivable
perfection ; that only those who have traversed the entire stretch
can be world-teachers in the highest sense; that none can traverse
the whole way who do not surrender themselves to the talisman of
Advaita, who do not will Advaita with all their might and main;
that dualism in the form of limitation of the field of love and
sympathy to anything short of the universal, or attachment to
particular grooves of thought, will bar the aspirant’s progress half-
way. It was the knowledge that dualism is at the root of all sin

1 Swedenborg’s accounts of his experiences are not all in the first person ; they
have often to be inferred from his description of Heaven,
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and imperfection that made Ramakrishna throw himself with such
passion on the Sadhanas of other faiths, and similar advaitic
disciplines. That Evil and Sin are simply dualism, the nega,t.ion of
Advaita, is again the central element in the message of Viveks-
nanda, . . -
The second great feature of Ramakrishna which s?rlkes one is
his utter balance and sanity, his supreme comprehensweu.ess and
catholicity of outlook and sympathetic understanding, making up a
full-petalled roundedness of spiritual personality, such as we know
of in no historic saint, past or present. This indeed was & corollary
of his practical Advaita. As one who had seen all the gO(-is face
to face, who had realised the Divine both as Saguna and .'Nu.'guna.,
he was never puzzled by any intellectual riddles abo.ut the Ultimate,
but resolved them at one stroke by 2 pithy saying or a happy
parable. He saw through all exaggerated attitudgs which lea'd
away from the living Divine, and cut them WltlT the sword of his
mother-wit and practical commonsense. He is the first perso-n
known to history who definitely proved to himself by actual experxi
ence that all religions lead to the same goal. . He- Wf:.s very carefu
not to preach fixed dogmas, and warned .hlS dlsclple's—*not w;ery
successfully in the light of the subsequent hlstc.)ry——agz'zmst. deYe (;11';-
ing a cult. The only awriness that one can dlscovter in him is his
insistence on celibacy’. His original resolve of celibacy ?ppet?,rs to
have been dictated by a sense of sin2 In his offer to his wife to
live with her as grihasta if she chose, even though that z.vould draw
him into the world of Maya, the agsociation between sin and sex
He insisted on a vow of life-long Brahmacharya

i3 still present. m the twin-demons of Mays,

from his disciples, to protect them fro ;
Kamini and Kan’chanam. Romain Rolland prefers to look upon this

choice of Ramakrishna merely as an instinctive conservation of

physical energies for the purposeé of ecstasy. Probably it became

this, and was dissociated from any gense of sin in the later period

when ecstasy was firmly established.

gainst insistence on celibacy as a fixed rule of

1Phe present reviewer is B i T e
conduct, t}!x)ough of course ita adoption 88 & temporary element in Sadhana may

quite justified and necessary.
2 Compare the vision recounted in page 47.
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As a teacher Ramakrishna appears to be essentially modern, in
his full acceptance of spiritual democracy. The democratic element
in modern thought connotes g great development of Ahankara, and a
refusal to yield to externally imposed regulations of thought or con-
duct. Where the ancient Indian would submit ag a matter of course,
the modern would stiffen his back and refuse to yield. The tradition-
al spiritual gurus of India are not free as a class from the subtlest
and most dangerous Species of Ahankara, the Sattvic, and have not
been able to adapt themselves to the spirit of the times, in this
respect. In the case of Ramakrishna, however, his egoism was so
little, his love was so great, and his instinet accorded 80 well with the

he annals of Indian spiritual
lover, the elder brother, the
Yogic guide, and the Divine
Into an ineffable combina-
ssible to think of g CGruru of
he edification of hig disciples,

history ; he was at once the child, the
comrade, the Preacher, the spiritual and
incarnation, or rather all of these rolled
tion. By no feat of imagination is it po
the old school mimicking a Kirtani for +
as related by Romain Rolland. Nor is it possible to imagine the
proud and fiery Vivekananda as g disciple of any other than Rama-
krishna. The secret of hig vast i

transcending the limits of personality ?  What does it matter by
what name it is called?” This would appear to be g popular
1Page 196.
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cr ; ry precise sense
diluti f the Avatar-concept, which is used in & very p
ilution o

) ) - According to the admissible usage oi; tl;i it::;::
in Hmdu.re.hglo.n. o types of Avata rl The Avatar pr pn being
wo mey distinguish hW 18 {mrn of his own choice as & huznf:; o that,;
one personal fod Wh'O Divine Qelf-knowledge. W? are ta gclouded
without the loss of 1}: atars, the Self-knowledge 18 nev}tlar o
in the case 9f e b : shin;s like a steady light from t te s
even for an mst.ant, ac s the human womb, throughou ;
of their first birth within or sleeping. The Ramayana does I; i
A 4 tW:}i::gRama conformed to this t:.st, :1111 :r;ar‘
make it self-evi ?n d by reckoning Rama a,s. a frac 10n‘ S he
aon has compromie! t t}l;e Avatar theory and its ela.bo-ratlox; e
There s no doubt th:: Hindu spirit, and the very pinnac embably
grandest ﬂig,ht .Of e gearch after the Divine. - It wa.s.tp .
achiovement in its long o of Lord Krishna who is also 1hs :h -
suggested by the ﬁjiut? nalistic opinion does flot favour the oy
exemplar. Modern ‘% 10‘ all His integrality into the_ hu“'la,n. n oé
of the descent o Go'd flf]n quch descent is a logical 1mphc?tl: and
on the other han.d  bete lnot content itself Wit_h t?e FOI,I‘D eznder-
any Advaita which does the last word in realisation. ? et
Indefinable Brahma? & one must have surrendered On(;sreceive
stand the Avatary the(’;);d by Him; and to ‘understa.nl(itanfor o
Frishoa, becomeegz:::e to the core of Indian thought,
KP{ShM }iéi’spchallenge to the W?rld.? one relevant in the case
Krishna of Avatar (which is the " Godhoad by &
The o‘ther tyP‘z’ 3 to a forcing of the descent. 0 o the
of Ramakrishna) .re . ent of the human consclousnDiv-ine o
preliminary Yogl(l"' a:i(;n of one's self as the Suprem; 3t comes
beginning Fhe zl‘{/; 1;3' moments of ecstasy. But gradually
only occasiona

i t, at a
. ossible to convert,
: d it becomes P ' into &
to be well-established, &rfca,l conjunction ‘1 am the Lord
gi ]

The sense of identity with Fhe
packground and the govermng
. onality is taken up

subsequent activity,

moment's notice, the lo -
realised fact of sense-percéptiofl-

t

L. AT the constan

One Divine bl:orrnniisd and the whole human pers
]

1 . tion to
certanty of ¢ geo Sri Auwrobindo’s * Introducti

r S v eory
‘or 8 disvussion Of the A atar th y
LS Y

ita,” Vol. L
the Gita, 116
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E D .

ledgey Acti
on and Love. In a
our part t . ny case of this kind it i .
The only :uté}llem‘:nd if such and such an indivi;t 1? ullra vires on
PR N u
certainty. with ority for identity with Godhead 1i 8l can be God.
of K yi :‘ 1ts associated expression in vastl 168 In inner self-
nowledge, Action and I, vastly
be idle on ove; where such certa;
our >l certaint ; R
It is only a like . "co attempt to resolve our dOubty exists, it will
has not alread experience which can ever resol 8 by argument.
sist om. i : y k,;een resolved by faith, Whot hVe the doubt, if it
. 1 n objective stand t however we ¢ .
individual is . ard to determine h an -
the presence :;‘ 18 ot an Avatar. And the 0:‘ e:%ler a particular
-onti ec .
e, Knowloden af contz’nuouS, assured, and undaid (liVe stgndard is
available eVig’; of ones self as the Supreme D; ‘6 self-knowledge
e ; .
hood must be r;ce points to this state of COnsciOHISVme). Where all
ce : ne
type of Avatar angp;e:édhcmlta‘nya 18 the classical S:); thel Avatar-
the same clg, ’ & and Sankara ample of this
ss. I probab]
missioll, which he :lnt};e case of Ramakrishna we -i;a‘als(; belong to
ade on ! ve hig
Avatar : and knowi more than one . own ad-
! nowing hi occasio .
ment. One ig howeg him afx we do, we cannot byt 0, of being an
this point (for ’i Ver, cuxious to have more ovid accept the state-
nstance, about the nature of his ‘1{1 ence bearing on
R} eep-c()nsciousﬂ
ess).

increased powers
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«The March Morn”

By SRIMATHI S. K. RAJAMMAL

Thus the Mahatma, on a fair March Morn,
Set forth what time the blushing dawn
Spread ber tinted wings o'er Sabarmathi,
O'er the world and the dwelling of Gandhi;
From the Ashram there emerged the figure

leading & band of vigour,

Familiar,
ger and glad

Of hope and faith, all so ea
To follow their great leader humbly clad.

The surging crowd without then raised a cheer
That rent the silent air; twas loud and clear.
Lovingly for a moment the crowd he eyed,

His heart went forth to them—he sadly sighed,
As once again on them he cast his eyes,

Then raised them with & prayer to the skies—
Waiting as though to receive from above
Blessings of Him whom he does so much love,
Then said he, * With freedom won here ['ll be,
Or else my body shall float in the sea.”

Arose a murmur from the saddened erowd,
The women wept; men all silently bowed

In sadness for a while; then chouted, “ Nay,
Victory shall be thine*Gandhi-ki—jai.”

16-year old Tamil

ure this fragment of a poem by 8
on which Mahatma

We publish with pless
girl of Colombo (Coeylon) commemorating the historic morning
Gandhi emerged from his Ashram, resolved to ¢ conguer or die .
Editor, TRIVENI
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(We shall be glad to Tevie
English, French and German.
least SIX WEEKS in advanc

w books in all Indign languages and in
Books for Review should reach, the office at
¢ of the day of publication of the Journal.)

The Bengali Drama (Trubner’s Oriental
M.A. (Harvard), Ph.D, (London)
Co., London. Price 10sh. 64.]

The full title of the hook is
Development.” This i8, as the

S:ries) By P. Guha Thakurta,
. [Kegan, Paul, Trench, Trubner and

“The Bengali Drama;  Its Origin and
author remarks, substantially a thesis

ccepted for the Ph.D).
v and also that it was published in the
al Series is enough recommendation for its merit as a
work of original investigation and scholurly thoroughness. [t is original in
a far wider sense, in that there are no authoritative works of tho sort
available for scholars ang for laymen. There are some books dealing

with Sanskrit Literature. Bug Sanskrit has long ago ceased to he
a living language. The genius of India reveals itself, not maerely
in modern times but algo for some long

ime past, through the
medium of the modern spoken languages.
works in all the

parison with the best in modern European languages, aud some that far

Surpass any there. Yet it is regrettuble that there arc no authoritative
hooks from which one can bhave a fair idea of

the origin, growth and

development of literature in its various aspects i
ages of India. The present work ig & pioneer in t
fithing that it should have appeared in Trubney’ ios,
has to its credit many valuable hooks dealing with India,

The work is divided into six main sections. Ip the first or intro-
ductory section, the author deals with the Jatras or the folk-theatres in
Bengal. The author ig very much h

andicapped in dealing with this
subject by the lack of material. All the Jatras that are available date

century ; one ean we]] understand the
ed account of the origin of the folk-
ow found in Bengal are mostly of a
have been some kind of theatre in
ecoms very corrupt and the theatre
118

Degres by the London Universit
Trubner's Orient

theatre in Bengal. The Jatras ag n
Vaishnavaite na,ture‘v There must
ancient Bengal, which must have b
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i Vaishnavaite influence. There is no
ot the re‘:rveditfh?:: gﬁr?;ial condition. If I may ;21;21:;?0:
record .of the thea,d e e O bentre - on.ly af i
Tt fontr 'oest mple festivities is the procession _o the Db,
On s fea‘tture mf Zu;h festivals, not in accompangz:; e
On tho occa§10n9 N tie performances were cor.nductsed‘. et
s pmcess‘o“}; jf{?;n :o the Jatras of Bengal, gtill continue
drama, very muo

of India also, especially in folabar;
Even from the earliest imes,

: ith ;
. ‘. is agsociated Wi . .worship also,
Indlal:] ré:llgmr'lt;h tglrijseril:ualism there must have been image-w
Side by side wi

s This
. -worship in temples.
. :od to the image-wors ‘am and
s closely allied . as Buddhism
a..nd the g{le a,(;;‘rle rleligion came in$o graa:t pron.lmen];;ma, especially in
side of 3 the Buddhistic touch in I“d”’?fest The Deity was
:Ta.lnlsm. abntion on the stage, is guibe _mlanland. oo through tho
its El:esel(ll ain the temple through bhet 1(;10v;“ih the Deity by trained
worshippe . jes connecto :
. tion of stories ve been various
dramatic repreie(l)l: lthe oarliest times, there must t;vaidt,h some kind of
T . ,
actors. Evefl dramasic representation. (1) A pe}'son b no characters
aspects of this dram rated the story to the audienoce, _tod the story
thoatrioal got-Ap, m;r tho stage. (2) Trained actors fleprefehind (3) The
) . om .
ofually app:&nzgto the accompaniment of 'songS dralso acting. (4) Side
through god lt;]rz the story through OODVerSa‘mo;l arnrofessional actors, who
actors presente . sentation by D ional
; i dramatic repre have been professiona
by side with such lves, there must ha .
te by themseives. resented stories,
perhaps formed iy cals :ctors outside the caste, wholalsizgli)ences. Some of
and non-prof:s;lo?aand purely secular, for popular point of art both in
divine, symbolica ry low type in . ¢
ave heen of a ve . 11 these kinds o
these latt.;er may ?:e rature. Thero are OV}denfzes f(:;'l :condibions of the
O o, A thorough investigatio  ote with which Bongal
dramas in India. . ially those parbs . 1 b
. f India, espect oints that will be
theatre in other parts o t, will reveal many P . .
. L Itural contact, { Bengal. This section
was in most intimate cu f the Jatras o :vinal
. . ent o R . for origina
of help in frasing tho d:ril:;lm:ne, and there is still much scope
of the book is a very .
-osearch work in this field. «1 the ' Beginnings of the modern
rosear 1 section deals with
The socond ¢

h
i ound and he has muec
thor Js o B0 e ish theatres in
i Drama.” Horo th o8 i influence of Englis

s 1 Ho deals with t:;li:tll dramas. I quote the words

here must have been two currents in
ritualism, found in the Vedas.

material to work on.

i an to act B al with the
Suloutia. Tbe' B?ll;s::ilzizzgthe influence of the contact of Beng
of the author in

lien eivilization
.. t of » new and a HZa O]
“ t of this impac to blind imi-
English. " The 1ﬁrézgeﬁe%pon this there followed & tendenoy

wag almost paralysing.
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tation of Western models.” But there was still a change for healthier
conditions. A new era eame in. The chief features of this new era are,
to quote again the author, “ first, a revival of classical studies and a return
to older traditions, and sccond, a steady assimilation of European thoughts
and ideas, both under the direct influence of English education.” Sanskrit
plays were acted by Bengalis. Sanskrit plays were translated and pre-
sented in Bengali theatres. This was the ground on which the real
modern Bengali dramas were to be produced.

There are four stages in the develo
theatre. The first is associated with the
ation from the Sanskrit Ratnavali was sba
audience including many Europeans.
great poet of Beagal in the middle of th
in the development of thig theatre.
this theatre and it is this drama that b
Then he wrote Padmavaii and Kris

plays. He wrote many comedies also. His drama was a real break from
the tradition of the Sanskrit dramas with their fixed canons.

reveal his Furopean training. The Belgacchia theatre was not long to
remain lonely in the field of Bengali theatres, Its rivals made their

appearance soon. The chief among them wag the Bowbazar Theatre.
And the name of the great Bengali dramatist Mano Mohan Basy is mainly
associated with this Theatre,

The next stage in Bengali drama i8 associated with the names of
Girish Chandra Ghosh and Dina Bandhu Mitra. Thejr plays were shown
ab the National Theatrs. Both of them have written many dramas,
About Girish Chandra Ghosh, the author says, " Like Shakespeare and
Moliere, Girish Chandra Ghosh belongs to that

) very sensitive type of
theatrical worker called * player’ and is al80 one of the few great players
who have won distinction in the field of serious scholarship. He did not

always write with his eye on the stage. He was quite often indifferent to
the technical demands of the theatre.”” Mg had an excessive fondness for
introducing songs and eomie interludes. He wag also a very voluminous
writer.

Dina Bandhu Mitrs was a very acute an
manners and of everything else that he happen
wa# a born humourist, but his humour was r
was coarse and even indecent at times. Thug his comedies were not a8
great success. They sink to the level of crude farce. They bored the play-
goers and the National Theatre was compelled to reject hig plays and go in
for other plays.

pment of this modern Bengali
Balgacchia theatre. An adapt-
ged before a very distinguished
Michzl Madhu Sudan Dutt, the
e last century, was very prominent
He wrote s drama, Sarmishiha, for
rought his name into prominence.
hnakumari. These are his serious

His dramas

d shrewd observer of goeial
ned to see around him. He
athor of a peculiar kind. It

Girish Chandra Ghosh was a great influence in moulding the modern
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.. ¢
im had seen only a vision 0
i ho came before him
Bengali Theatre. Those w

i t was he who brought this vision

bhe bh:b%l of $he nawhfizgma;;;eﬁ:nlg:l:'ourl of years. F'or upwardcso ::t t»;(;
b oruition by thet' ) ;vhen he became producer on hlS. gwn a‘:; b corylfiti-
docades fror'r:)l Hfl,:, :ﬁebhe changes and new linesBof act;xvlty whio
was responsible ' i Bengal.
buted tcl) the establishment of dra...m&d&: dﬁa‘;'r;:;. ng a5 deoply stir.red

The next gr.eu.t figure :s 1133:;9;16 ll;new that not everything in chl’:;igu::x;
by the Swadeshi movem;n ,;d ot mationalism by itself wafs n:.t e:amer o
o Whok?some z?,nd goz d?a.ms. is Rana Pratap. Ea}'her in his o e
uplift Il].dla.. His gr;aiahb comedies. He has contributed Ifmgl:ma o
had written some ligLitemmm. Nontion may be made OH wrya Do,
dramas to the Benga Shahjahan and Chandra Gupta. famemtum
Nurjahan, Mewad Ptga:; which is & olass in itgelf in Bt-mga,li'1 ' ;ory e
one 'Booia,l play Parl: daby' idealising the characters of pasb te;s fron,] e
Dvijendra Lal star ed' te incident to the study of‘ char.ac e
futor begup 1o suborHthad no respect for conventions in drama.

o hi

psychological side, s national awakening in Bengal and his

was a great influence In th

. : 1ifa 18 mMEnse. . in the
oontributlclm :ollBenii:ht:? ;Z;lraxi)r, I have traced the chief stages In
Closely follow

; irth through contact
i drama; its firsb bir A
odern Bengsli 0 . nskrit dramas
de.velopmenﬁ o o ilization, its association with th'ethsa o ity
with Eum.pean c“: nce as f;n independent literature WIT a:re They are
o en 8 e;f:é‘;uthor deals with the dr;,mas c;fl a.:§ th.ey are very
of its own. in the wor!

. he languages uthor
franglated mt; mIfmd):) c:o: attempt to give a summary of what the &
well-known. 5o . .

8. . d thorough in his
says about these drama i ial eritis, keen an
is an imparbia ’ . knows the flaws of
The. auth;elsis not a sentimental patriot. I:lfe br:;k s not merely
observetions ali theatre. I must here m.id thas tage also. About the
the -modern Beng tic literature; it deals with the 8 age. g tho modarn
a history of d‘”“’]’; gal he says: I oannot belp oriticis e tochmiqus
i n : . i we ’
modem. " “flor ?ts lack of realism 1n produaction :i bolk over action.
ger:g:‘:' St:genot go serious as the prep onders:n: eto the text, bubt vital
u 18 1 rely acoessorie g .
d action are not mer: / ly on Bengali play-
?J OVemen; z:].unoh emphasise this point too strongly
actors.

ights.” ‘
e The book i8 excellently written.

been * The Modern Bengali Drama.’

The title of the book ought to have
In a work on Bengali drama, we ha,vle
in Bengal.
i ot more about the earlier stages. of bbet:r:::l: ul:y songel
. “Sl}f' n exie book deals with only the nmeteenth o entres
PIM“I‘;ZUY ;e‘;gnli dramas in earlier times ? Or were the
Were there
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in which dramas written for the time being were produced, dramas which
never had a pretention to being literature ? On thig very important
problem, practically little light is thrown by the author. The work is a
very clear exposition of the modern Bengali genius.

It is very necessary
that similar works should be writben for the other major languages of
India.

C. KUNHAN RaJa, M.A., D Puir, (Ox0N.)
University of Madras.

Women's Rights under the Hindu L

aw——A review of the Mysore
Report.

fude

Bahadur K. 8. Chandrasekbhara Aiyar, must also be congratulated upon the
speedy and successtul termination of thejr labours and on the report which

they submitted to His Highness's Government—-g report which is charac-

berised by a thorough grasp of the defects and shortoomings of Hindu Ly w
of the present day,

The Introduction to the Report deals with several subjects of consi-

troversial issues, but limitations

topics. After dealing with the several sources of Hj

authors refer to the part played by British Indian e
natural growth of Hindu Law.”

Indian courts have not also played
conserving Hindu Law very such

ndu Law, the learned
ourts in “ retarding the
One may perhaps doubt whether British

& really useful part in presorving and

as they found it, ti]] 5 representative
legislature should take upon itself the tagk of reshaping or remodelling an

ancient system of jurisprudence to suit the needs and conditions of modern
society. Then the learned authors point out that * Dharma in the Hindy
conception is not something immutable " and that Hindu Law hasg under-
gone and must undergo changes if it is to be suitable to the needs and
conditions of the times. The arguments that are usually advanced against
legislative interference are next refuted. The relative merits of codifica-
tion and piecemeal legislation are examined and it is indicated that
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gtinctly in favour of the former. Here

mpt at codification wo_uld not stir
again it may be.azl.{ed ﬂzget::;oz?;oztt:b Evhah may be descrlbesdw?:holl:
up popur with é‘fe du religion and religious custom.s :.a.nd usagere  vien.
inte}r ference with Hin iling advantages, and whether .1t; is not mo hring
baving sny cOlmteer‘ llegislataion on matters of particular urgeney, d more
::llje that ﬁizr}?ezlgiovlgden:ctient of a Hindu code to a future an
e comp

opportune occasion. ith inheritance and maintenance,

Chapters ii to vi O(fltlt,l;i{:g c;rstt;;a;n"; joint family inc‘idents ;a.miis;ici)f:
women's full sstte o ¥n00tporat;es in the form of.a bill tjhet ;eg o
fon, while Ohalr):rei;owcl:a;rv out the conclusions B;;vedm?ﬁll:;d of treat-
changes neocessa L aphers. 18 .
of the discussifm n tzlhe f::;::mii iz:;t (;)hoiihed at?ention is -dra;vn :ob:vfl;::
ment has obviots & vaconten,npla.ted, and the legislature will .av ot o
exaotly ars the Ch&'nges d tangible to work upon_iustead' of ?avmg olusions
¥ someﬁh;lng dhi?azz'laya:ilifﬁcult and delicate task of putting its con
attempt the ex )
ito the proper lsgal orm e ;::{i in deteil with the historical ps(;mr?;:

It may not be necessu%bere are copious quotations from t'hecsmWith
of the several fﬂ?&ptel‘: .well-known jurists on each 9f themlub]::eatmenh
and from the writings :hor ¢ of the BReport are dealing. : : e of
which the .]eam‘;d a“llnolmfhip and erudition and has f.he furt 3 ot are
shows cc.mmde.mb enS(l:)eing terse or turgid. Bub w.ha.b mtel;esi Z e
boicg brief .Wlthouived at, the defeots that are pointed Ol; d
the conelusions arrt da a.t'ld the remedies thab a:re sugges.ed. stion.  every
b Zf t}};e Fre:::d auzhors themselves observe :;l th; I;:;zi:ed on' 65 own

As the lea : tinised an
proposal for cha,nge e :S;E&fsslivfggus prejudice "’ and tlao v:n;a;atb;:
morles, Witbom} érizl()l(\)lssIemw should not be altered I{:;(iailge;iiyte (:xew that
an edifice ~ as ; . ing some -
spirtt of isonosluams o thh”th?l‘zla[:: (i):u I;;r;: lifastgclearly, and (forrgqtl};re l:xr(:
dom 10013 (:Jt;: Wzlxrxl;s:;zneir; how far the ochanges suggested in the Rep
down an 8 ;

stand that serutiny and that test. i
Any amendment of the law of 1

. . . : £
bwo anestions” the persons who are not now included in the category o
) Who are . tegory. ,
i w ho should be brought within that oa g should succeed, or In
heirs but (;vh s in the order in which the heirs
¢) Change iority.
G the question of preference or priorivy tions. Acocording
other words, the q gests sweeping alteratio

ints the Report sug € 1 JSocording
honh;o;ha: msr::k?ool of Hindu Law, ones widow and daug
to the Madr
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the inclination of the authors is di

eritance must congern itgelf with
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immediately after the son, grandson and great-grandson, while one's

wother, grandmother and great-grandmother come in respectively hefore
the father, the grandfather and the great-grandfather,

The only females who are entitled to succeeq a8 bandhus are the
following  seven —(1) Sister. (2) Half-sister, (3) Son's daughter,
4) Daughter’s daughter, (5) Brother’s . daughter. 6) Sister's daughter
n Father's sister, The only temale relation by marriage who is entitled
to succeed is, therefors, one'’s wife, while the number of female blood
relations who are entitled to Bucceed is extremely limited. The authors

recommend the conferment of heritable right upon female blood relations
and upon the widows of agnatic male relations.
Whether they desire that

the restriction of the heritable right to four degrees in either case, as
clauses 6 and 7 8éem to suggest, ig by no means clear. The conferment

of heritablg right on women i8 sought to be affeeted by olauses 4 and 5
which are expressed in negative

text of law should not sfand in the way
the property of u deceased Hindy, It
and 5 would be sufficient or effective iy
For though the Madras High Court has

right of all female relations within five degrees
are bhinna gotra sapindas or bandhus.

found it possible to bring in the wido
even the claims of the step-mother h

on the gronnd that they
Again. the Madras school has not

ws of gotrajs, sapindas as heirs and
ave distinetly heen negatived, In thig

relations on whom it is conbemplated that such right

An enactment negatively worded a8 if an existin
to be removed, and proceedin
for such a disability, female relations would be ¢

much a8 males, may hardly be enough. At any ry when legislation jg
contemplated, there is no point ; i

btful or uncertain or
in leaving room for controveray.

Dealing with the merits
very much of justifieation or n ity
Bombay law in the matter of the rights
widows of gotraja sapindag, A step
or the widow of a grandson o of a g
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8 shoulgd be conferrad,

of inheritance of the
-mother or 4 daughter-in-law
reat-grandgon should certainly
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iven a high place among onfa's heirs.

be provided f.or and Shoulisf:rii; b:hgel:; is anything like a.d wxd:zpl‘:;‘z
Dut it s idle to sulg'gs, rand-son’s widow should be ra.ukeb am ; f e
desire that & g%and-Uﬂche.s gobvious that this propo’s_.Al to hl:mi or an
horttable relatlol}& ; inldas is due to some vague .faeh-ng Offc ;:eny: But
widows' of gotrffjaa. op cessary step in the emancipation of w o
impression that it is a e tly ask whether if a brother's w shoud
oue perhaps mﬂ? r perﬁm: ; : gister’s husband should DOt_huVe cO;Liel:ltion
e o an's p'rop:r Z., woman's property. The .Objec’; o property
tog rights of e o 4 to provide for the devolution of one’s 1mriage,
of any law of succession ]sf their near relationship by blood or m rty.
on persons who, by .reas;n (t:ions or expectations in regard o his pr?jx; A
have a claim on his affec ¢ Hinda Law of inheriﬁafnce 18 defective oy o
To the extent hh'ab hh!: pr:ze;e amended. DBut there is n.elther xf:et:;ss e
?88?; b, biito;e;i?ig;fetjing heritable riggts (;zp;n‘lb:::ri :Z!SZVZG l(; biom moden »
ustifica ) an :

ol e 14 G b b hsend s bt
vstem of faw thwhobja:cti(;n to the creation of herxtablg rlg: b; ll:‘lvvhieh lay
can be no serious nor to clauses 6 an . )
f:ma,le relations ap ko t}}: ° }foz;iliztlg: exfnd female relations up t"_o t‘l:e fr(;‘cla;;b.
down tho order in W '113(13; authors have taken considerable pa;]ns 1ﬁo oy
degree Shouh.i succeed. ftb;ngs with the claims of the persons V; g z;.uc e
ol thegxﬁism?:hi?z? fn};eritance. and they have also succeede

admitted fo r

i gitimate place in the
te male relations their proper and leg
near cognate

i under the cxisting
f inheritance insteid of postpouing them as
scheme of inheri

*the 14th degree. I classcs of
fow 20 Saman}(:da?ifzfutijn of the property after the several cla
The further de

u aluSt'Ed is l)la sum b y ]. fﬁ UUtouched
he" 8 enpumer ted ill Cl‘huse 6 are exh . ) ]u ‘?‘ l €
. . b cur“ Yy and uncer i Y blc 1 i} 1“. 1) u!l()l]ll(ls 1}1
W ibh aall the [e]4]:) 1 [2) f:n.l'(lt W e
. . i i i egﬂrds
tfier l‘f the a uthors hl‘bd clé,‘&r} Y Stuted thelr vViIews a8 1
much be v

th
: anodakas up fo the 14

: itance of sapindas and samano indas male and
the rights of inheritanc bhinnagotra sapindas

It would have been

heir widows, and of dor
degree and their Wr nd of the orde
Sth degree, & g have been to
femle upldto Z};Zd The besat solution would perhaps ha
heirs should succeed.

degree and leave tho.? prOper'ty to
e mlatio“ﬁ f:::;l(iv:h:a:flﬁt cognoeive of nns‘z clmk:ns wcl;rllchhi:
e 5}10 Stm"t;e,h eﬁbh degree and beyond can p?sslble ave on bie
man's rela,tlon'li of the doubt be regarded as too drastic, a.m‘i bhe)ne o
ety m"'Yf e bz to bring in all near relations and‘glve bblex;le e
olutlon W°u¥d ther:’ (f);rzf heirs, leaving the remoter de‘volu.tmn tfo efergnce-
tod by P‘f& oy t:)’lz nl.tsnd intelligible rules for the determination of pre
ted by a fow sim
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Adequate and ample
ge expenses of such relations may
to such relationg would, besides

and complicated, lead o undue
and it may be doubted whether the making

provision for the maintenance and marria
be insisted on, but the giving of shares

rendering the law of partition eumbrous
fragmentation of family property,
of a proper and even generous

which is an unfortunate if pec
Hindu Law ; Sub-Cl. 3 of Cla
ed as ante-adoption agreeme

uliar development;
use 11 deals with w

50 Mad., 500. (P. C.)

The authors deserve every congratulation gn th
have dealt with the law of ** stridhang * which hg,
a8 & bughear by lawyers. Thae definition of stridh
and comprehensive and the authors have dong wel
several species into whiel, stridhana ig subdivided,
of heirs and its own Deculiar devolution, Clause 1
sion to stridhans and has rendered ag al
branch of law which hag

6 manner in which they
8 always been regarded
A0 in para 19 ig simple
lin doing away with the
each with its owp table
4 regulates the sucees-
8ar as could bossibly be done a
for its obscurity, The “illogical
d da.ughters, widowed and barren
uceession hag heap rightly done
away with. Clause 15 confers absolute rights on females sucoeeding to

Clauses 16

been notorioug

VIE 127
= " f males, merely state rules of c?n-
urho ond all doubt by a series of Prfvy
y Eyof place in an epactment amending

i VO
ects as gifts or bequests in ;:he
Struetion which are now estab ; o
Council decisions and seem r&

ative law. ) ith in part IV raises
gertain branches of the sub.:tac;stabe which is deslt with inp
. n
The subject of wome

tate
the matter of the quantumt.of t?: (ela:awn
o i distinetion 1
le relation, a ey
' ibs from & ™ i on the one hand,
which a woman 1nherx:flerr:r 5 nlo rolation byTll)lloT:rmer o i
. o | ° |
between a Wlflo.W °fr za.le relations on the Othle'rmited § o o pon.
and the remaining ix latbor are to take the lir itod st I e
a full estate while fi,,e idow's estate” and'whlc is songht o b deined
larly described as a wThoSle O e practmallys &taken o g
in clauses 19 and 22. e imction meod be
b
limited estates a8

ind.
enunociation of that kin :
The attempt to €0

gsome controversial issues.

i or a mother
te on a widow
olute esta
for an abs

; daughter or
lication Whe"? there 15 a e & man
would however ore:]a-ﬁe rnggi[:“i' Take especially tge v:?f:? W;zz idow
daughter’s son of' b Bmli’ s daughter by & predeceaB;n relations depriving
leaves a second wife 81‘ convey the property t0 h?rt:l)ner’s property. And if
would almost certain ‘yhtB of inheritance in ber fa d person would have
the daughter of ‘her rig ourselves what the d(.acease r:y we may perhaps
we are to imagine 0 of the devolution c.>f his p?)f:ses'a Hindu desires
desired in the matb:;at in the greab 'mﬂ)(.)rlty 0 death fo his daughter's
gay with corlﬁde::;’e should go after his widows
that his proper

idows and
be conferred on wi
ighta o *° i d a daughter
beolute xigh i hether a widow an
If however & - dored w
o have to be ¢o

y

ights
. - and whether any rig
daughters, 1t M bled to sucoeed mmulﬁﬂ.n eofuslgur of daughtera’ sons by
hould not be ena be recognised in fav by it is sought to
IEIf presentation should ’1‘: roviso to Clause 18 whereb
of re e P

. . tate by obtaining a
a predeceased q&ughﬁi;te holder to aoquire fu;:]eeguZdamental principle
enable a limllfed Zit reversioner is opposed t0

the n
release from

L efore nothing to
roere spes SUCCEsSIOnLs a:getihcf:brine of surrender
that a reversioner has ‘(’j} lause 21 again d?a,ls Wlthht to be legalised as also
convey or to relenge. Partial surrender is BouE urpose of benefiting the
in a peculiar way. ith the nvowed object or é’_ 1 conditions of a valid
surrenders made Wi ther words the two essen 1:.*0 understand why the
widow herself. Or mf,od and one i8 st a loss[d still be described as
surrender are abrogal:tﬁed by clause 21 shou circumlocutory method
transactions contemp legiglature could avoid thlst te between a limited
‘ surrender,” when th:babg all deslings with the e:da- and binding, whether
and boldly declare ext reversioner shall be va 1f r consideration. The
estate holder a.nd.f:hzrﬂby way of an alienation fo
by way of & 8
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presumption raised in clause 92 thaf all purchases and investments made
by a limited estate holder out of her incoma shall be deemed to he her
stridhana until the contrary is proved, has long been recognised and acted
upon in Madras and there can be no objection to its being statutorily
declared.

The chapter on maintenance is quite unexceptionablo. Clause 24
merely declares the existing law as to the personal and proprieta
of a Hindu in the matter of the maintenance of his femal
Clause 25 which deals with g wife's right to separ
on a wife a right to separate maintenance in ¢
does not now possess such g right, as for insty
marries a second wife or where he *

of consideration as to muke her life unhappy.” But there is no doubt
that the changes, such ag they are, are in consonance with the
progressive views of the bimes and with enlightened public opinion,
though the vagueness involved in such phrases as ' lack of consideration ’
may perhaps be avoided. How the amount of maintenanes ig to be deter-
mined is laid down in clause 27 which does not very much gdiffer from the
method pursued by courts of law nowadays in the fixation of maintenance.
Sub-clause 3 of clauss 27 defines ‘reasonable wantg '
alia comprises, and no dogbt properly, “ reasonable
tional and cultural needs.” Clause 28 wh

ry liability
o relatives,
abte maintenance confers
erbain cases in which she
nee where her husband
" habitually treats her with such lack

which term inter
provision for educa-
ich makes maintenance a charge
b8 too drastic, and though it ig

r by decres of court, one may be
would not be to compel managers
ers for confining the maintenance
mily property.

individual recommendations, there is
Wy in agreement with the progressive
d be of considerable help in focussing
4nges which may have, in the near future,

permitted to doubs whether the result
to file suits against maintenance hold
charge to a particular portion of the fa

Whatever might be said ahout
no doubt that the Report ig substantip,

public opinion on the several ch
to be made in Hindu Law.

V. GOVINDABAJACI{ARI,
Advocate, High Court, Madras.

" Songs and Rose leaves* and * The La

ma’s tale and other poems '—By
M. KRISHNAMURTHI, Rishikula Asram, L

al Bag Road, Bungalore.

Sjt. M. Krishnamurthi is one of those young poetic souls who have
Chosen English as their medium of expression. Of late there hag been a
tendency to discourage efforts like those of Krishnamurthi on grounds of
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S true to the soil. But we must point oub
e { an individual’s life, grow‘th and
e ? und his best through Enghsl? an'd
veAf(:er all the proof of the pudd.mg is
hi's poems there i8 a.spontanel:y hc;;
g und his expression, true to

their being de-nahionalisix?g and
that under the peculiar mrcuz'lcp:1 iape
education, it is possibla he mig -
henoe gives out his best tk‘xroug .
in the eating. And in Krishnam

hin _ o
i :oh is simple and refres e oo
ot “.’h“fh “;:‘;’ict and chaste. One can 8@ throug
inspiration is simple,

by the first

. of dawn ouched .

. wrkling dew d‘lrop : t great things

purity of his soul as of H;? :l)xe delight of life, of tho smt;)tl;:rzl;hgsky which
. (:} 6

moruing 103. B & e glimpse of tho * blue unu

like the warm suniignod,

is abundant wage for all his pain. | .
dawns and brings you gifts v

rmth, and smiling skies of gold,

8 un:il color of green trees

rs in the breeze, )
t flowe th and wholesome mirth

of this earth.”

“ Each morning
Sunshine and ?va
Song of glad bird

ughter of dew-we
I&idglight, and love, m}:ld heal.]l

at makes a heave

e f Yife's ills too and tries to nnderstand and
e of life

: i i t who
He has a keen sens But primarily be is a poe

i truth. . frying to
i 8 of life and im, without try ‘
interpret tbefn lfe::::rlls of life as they come bo hi
gives out his 1mp

to serve, bub

orld. Real poetry has no ptr:o;:&uﬁ{ul rong-
interpret them o tho ¥ herent beauty like & flower 0 Im and therein is
exists by the right of its 1n ofreshing aif Of beauty andﬂ ca oo beautiful
bird. It breathes out “tl:"s poetry 18 bhi? types EuImphis poetry stands
it fulfilled. Krishnamm. lnd the dawn he S'n‘c?’s.o{' Er{l is one of those
like the flower, the st .ﬂﬁnement and simplicity. é':ts onward course
revealed s soul of gfeil&; :;umbled into human form, on
:w?[?tuf:zwer;o; tl:l:uﬁtifu’l hymn he sings thus—
o Truth.

- i
hich bas planted within my breas

f song .

tiuht of Thy dream g

:;gﬂowered tulness with Thy breath,

Godl w

e purple fire-bud o
:it:d Ii)ed it with the. h'or;eyi
I pray Thee break it 10 oll e
That within 168 full-petalie e e orchip
I n?ighh kindle the fire of my he

And it it high to Thy oot D. RAGHUTHAM ACHARYA.
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“ Seven Portraits ™ of some South Indian Celebrities,—By K. RaM
MoBANA SasTRI (The Modern Book Maxt, 118, Armenjan Street, Madras,
Price Rs. 2 or 5sh.)

These exquisite peneil sketohes from life by & talented South Indian
artist are a welsome contribution to present-day Indian Art. While
such studies from actual life are fashionable in the ‘West, they have
yet fo become so0 in India. From the earliest times, the Indian artists
have not taken kindly to the portrayal of individual man and woman
in stone, metal, or more perishable material. And even in the few
instances where the artist turned to such subjects, it was not the
individual lineaments that were sought $o be portrayed bus the iype—
the devotee, the seer or the valiant warrior. Recent Indian portraits
in oil colours have usually attempted to be merely photographie, hut
a photograph differs from & portrait even as a note in ‘' Who ig
Who " differs from a sketch by Mr. A. G. Gardiner. The inward
grace, the predominant mood of the individual portrayed, in a word,
the character is not often apparent. It was, we believe, Rothenstein's
sketches of the Poet Rabindranath Tagore that firgg revealed to Indian
arbists the possibilities of this kind of penecil portraitnre. Young Ram
Mohana Sastri, in addition to being a painter ang ebeher of note, has in
these sketiches distinguished himself a8 3 portraiturist. The volume
confains seven studies—Dewan Bahadur M, Ramagchandrs Rao, Messrs.
C. R. Reddy and S. Radhakrishnan, the Bt. Hon. V. g, Sastri, Dr, Annie
Besant, Bir B. N. Sarma and Sir C. V. Raman—and in every cage

the artist as well as the subjeot have autographed the sketch.
biographieal notes are appended.

There is bound to be grent diverg
parative merits of the sketches,

Interesting

ence of opinion regarding the oom-
But the ultimate test i8 not the mere
avessful delineation of individual charac-
th each eminent berson conoerned, studi-
nd autlook on life, and reproduced what

haracteristics, In some instances it is the
profile that is taken:; in others, the frontal vie. Every ono of them is

good, but if a choico hasg got to be made, wo should vote for the sketohos
of Bir C. V. Raman and the Rt. Hon. V. 8, Bastri. Tha strength of the
former and the Serenity of the lutter have eaplivated us,

The book has been well printed and gat-up hy the Huxley P
excellent reprmts of the pictures supplied by tho Indian Photo-

Company, Caleutta. In every respect, it ig g temarkable produe
commend it to all art-lovers, .

ter. The artist spent long hours wi
ed the features, gestures, femper a
he conceived to be the dominant ¢

ress and
Engraving
tion. Wae

K. RAMAKOTISWARA Rao.

——— sy
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’ tbei::pﬁf glt:nference by the delegates both
n

The announcement of His Majesty
tatement of the Premier at the con-

i have 1
The publishers
the speeches delivered‘a,’o tbesmns‘
at the opening and olosing ses

historic 85akem 5 The proceedings of
the King-Empe;m &niott:en embodied in this work.
cluding session have &

; , relationship

distinot Jandmark in the husto;&};f ::esome of the

the Conference fon{ag i 2 1ndis, for they throw lig G o it the Confer-

between Greal Brltﬂ..m Im?i 1 constitution, On the ,;E: e vhe
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d no pans {f the Britis
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o . :
he outlook cigns o
imous national demand, ¢ t he has shown some 8Ig
an unanimo It of persu&Si ve argumen
ult o
and as & Yes

tional move-
i i force of the na

yield‘ng' . t to bellttle the m]ghty ot. larlY that of Greal
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society. The English Reader mainly deals with the Co-operative move-
ment ag it obbains in the Agenoy division. The Telugu Reader is a small
adapted translation made to fit in with the state of affairs in the plains,
But chapters 23 and 24 writen in Telugu, which are not to be found in the
English Reader, must be re-written and brought up to date. We strongly

recommend the * Co-operative Reader ’ to the educational authorities, for use
in schools,

K. L. NARASIMEARAO.

Meghasandesa of Kalidasa.—With notes BY VIDWAN G. J. SoMa-

vAJL, M, LT, and text with the commentary of WMallinatha.
(V. Ramaswamy Sastrulu & Sons, Madras).

The author has taken pains to publish exhaustive and critical notes on
the text. This edition is mainly intended for college students and unlike

the other available English notes, it explains the meaning of every word in
a sloka in prose order (anvayakrama.)

. In addition o a literal translation
appended fo this edition,

most of the words and passages are explained in
the nofes literally, though instances are not lacking where thig procedure

was not strictly adhered to. A thorough discussion of all the rheto-
rical and grammatical peculiarities in a sloka is another feature which is
bound to make the edition highly useful to students, In the explanation of
the alamkaras and in the interpretation of slokas the author has not only
tried to give as wany of the existing views as possible but also showed re-

markable originality and boldly attacked some of the 0ld commentators.
This must commend it to the soholar of Kalidasa as well.

T. D. R.
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« Vira-Swarga .
A Tribute to Pandit Motilal

By N. KRISHNAMURT] F. R. Hist. S.

f the passengers on board the S. S. Gange, held

meeting 0 ' ‘
i %thzediterragnean on the evening of Monday, the 9th February.
in mid-

1931, Mr. N Krishnamurti speaking in support o.f the Resolution of
: t tk;e demise of Pandit Motilal Nehru said :— .
5°"°W_a" ished men have spoken before me, men who knew the
Dmtmg“}: ;en who have seen the charm of his face, r.nen wh.o
pelove? Pandtlh’ splendour of his work, men who have ex?goyed his
e e it ‘;itp men who have heard his voice, men In & wor‘d
B nfi’,er the spell of his great personality. I a.n? sorTy .1t
who bave oo rivilege and good fortune to have seen hmf s0 in
b n e myI 1;m,ve had the good fortune to come under his spell
the ﬁefsh. But ¢ in no less prized a fashion. It has fallen .t? me
In & dithrer but n days to visit some of the more important cities of
durioe tl‘le o o nv of a friend whom I am not to name, a:nd
Burope b o °°mP31; ’ hue upon my face revealed my Indian
. ple everywhere, in the train or in the

ings—" Indiana, Gandhi”—. It was
ly two things r G
shree™ aSkfeiizew(k’:) }i’s not the possession of India only but of all the
the name O

W of him
ld civilised a.nd UDCiViliSGd. N ehru was the co]lea,gue ’
orid,

i i t once my passport to the hearts
India, Gandhi, were & .

The two word.s; tiI:)n (’)f every(;ne and I walked vimh. proud head th.e
and the.ti&dn;flrope Such has been his contribution ;; . ‘1:,he credit
es : .
proud ci © of his countrymen as the colle.ague of Gan 11‘1V .
and bono bim we have lost We want him most now. )

It is hn -

o\ s . o
.gible above the horizon, shall T say it is about 7 in the morning,
visible

h

f stellar space before we reac

t steer several degrees O : |

ﬁd b l?:il;:n and & charioteer of the first rank is lost to us. We
e meridian,
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could ill spare him. But ours i
ous i : s 1s not the choice. i
matchle: zzrre Wh;n victory was in sight. Fighting év?gl - lhlm,
mstelees cou }feg:il e l}llas fallen at the moment of triumphzeal -
reminded of SOIdiec;uitt c;lf the poet that the most glorious .deatl:maﬂ‘n
eratire s e b the moment of victory; so like a y
ks een struck down, and he will i gr‘eat
i pass into Vira-
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Current Topics!

THE RETURN OF PEACE

g a result of the prolonged conversations
petween Gandhiji and Lord Irwin, a general cessation of hostilities
has been ordered. This is but the prelude to the convening of
another Round Table Conference in which the Congress will partici-
pate and help to evolve a constitution for Swaraj India. The terms
of truce indicate that each side has shown commendable anxiety
to restore normal conditions and settle down to constructive
work. Despite the fears of & breakdown at one stage, the
prayerful earnestness of two devout individuals and the untiring
offorts of the trio of peace-ma,kers have achieved a moral triumph
rare in the world's history and absolutely unique as between
a dominant and @ dependent nation. Here it was not a victor
that dictated terms to the vanquished, but the representatives of
two great nations—good men and true—that discussed all problems
in a friendly gpirit and explored the avenues to peace. The spirit
behind the agreement i3 thus of greater import than the terms.

For the first time in recent years, the Congress and the
of India have been brought face to face, not as
laiming the nation’s allegiance, but as the
d of tomorrow. The Congress is no longer
n ‘ventilating grievances’ and press-
put the incarnation of the National Will—the one
o CGovernment of the day must satisfy and treat
ns of CGandhiji with the Working Committee
d of Lord Irwin with his Executive Council

on the other, have taken on the character of deliberations of

cabinets of equal rank, preparatory to the conclusion of an alli-
ance of amity and friondship. This is an immense gain from the
national point of view, even apart from what is yet to follow. The

We rejoice that, &

Government
opposing powers ¢©
Qovernments of today an

a mere deliberative organisatio

ing for reforms,
body which th
with. The discussio
on the one hand, an

16th March 1931
13b
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new Round Table Conference will be a live body capable of not
only deciding momentous issues but of carrying them into effect,
Mahatma Ctandhi has once again demonstrated that he is
essentially a man of peace. Where smaller men would gloat over
their triumphs, he is filled with humility and calls upon his followers
to be likewise. His success at the present moment is of happy
augury not for India alone but for the world, for, has he not shown
that in the strife between nations there is a power mightier than the
sword? Verily is he the Prince of Peace, the harbinger of a new
era in human history. '

INDIA AND WORLD OPINION

Valuable evidence is pouring in from everywhere that the
Indian struggle for freedom under the leadership of Gandhiji has

created a splendid impression in other lands. Shri Rabindranath
Tagore, who returned from abroad last month, speaks of this “ new
technique in the history of revolution, which is in keeping with the

spiritual traditions of our country” and how, “the noble spirit
of courage and sacrifice manifested” has wop the admiration of

Europe and America. Prof. N. G. Ranga, who represented, though

unofficially, the Congress view-point to British audiences at
the time of the Round Table Conference, was stru

magic influence exerted by Gandhi's name. Op his return journey

he visited Italy, and on one occasion g number of Fascist
soldiers accorded him a military salute, noticin
a CGandhi cap;

ck by the

g that he was wearing
and they proceeded to explain, “This is our

salute to Gandhi.” Yet another friend, Mr. N. Krishnamurti—the
Travancore Secretary to Mr. T. Raghaviah at the Conference—tells
how he walked proudly “ the proud cities of Europe "
he was a compatriot of Gandhi. The number of foreign journa-
lists besieging “ Anand Bhavan” at Allahabad and Dr. Ansari’s
residence at Delhi affords another striking testimony to the interest
aroused by India. The exchange of cables between Gandhiji and
the Rev. J. H. Hol

mes of New York ig significant.  All this is to
the good. The Indian issue has now become g world-problem,

peace in India is the best guarantee of world
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PANDIT MOTILAL

The noblest of modern Indian statesmen has been snatched
away just when the need for statesmanship is .greafcest. A halo of
glory and romance surrounds the memory of this prince afnong men.
At a eritical moment in his country’s forturxes, heZ along .W.lth the late
Desabandhu Das, came to the forefron? in Infilan polities, and for
over a decade he went from victory to v1.ctory 1:,111, on. the ev'e of t.he

reatest victory of all, he laid down his precious hfe.a urgmg Wlt.h
tEis last breath that the fate of India must be settled in the Iflstomc
‘Swarsj Bhavan! It was the fond With of &‘:veryone that with the
blishment of Swaraj in India, Pandit Motilal should be our .ﬁ.rst
oste ; But he was not fated to watch over the final fruition
Premer t'o:'s hopes. One incident in his great career must have
gfll t(tlleh?:l 1with legitimate pride. The Presidentship of the Indian
Na‘:;ional Congress is one of the greatest elect.ive offices ?n earth.
He filled this office twice, and on the last. occasion passed it on to
his gifted son. Weo doubt if such a thing ever happened in ?.ny
nation’s history. If the younger Pitt had succeeded to be Premier-

* ship of Great Britain immediately after Chatham, or if young

Maurice had been elected Stadtholdex: of the Netherlands in

guccession to William of Orange, there might have been a parallel.

As it is, the Nehrus, father and son, ha-.ve broken all. record. .Th'e

o of Motilal Nehru will be enshrined for ever in i:,he nation's

I:::fnory and future ages will speak of him as another King Janaka
1

of Mithila.

THE UNKNOWN VOLUNTEER

Immediately after his release from pris.on, President Jawahar-
lal paid an eloquent tribute to the services of the volunteers.

.\ the Great War just praise was lavished on the young-
Durmgf Britain and of other warring nations for the magni-
men O ¢ played by them. From Raymond Asquith, son of
ficent par! pdown to the humblest private, they went f?rth
the Premler,d risked their lives, that succeeding generations
to. ﬁfh:njz; the privileges of independent nationhood. But
mig

187
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infinitely greater is the heroism of the Indian volunteer who walked
In processions knowing that the procession would be broken up
by force, picketed foreign cloth

shops knowing that he would
be beaten mercilessly and drag,

ged in the streets like a dog,
knowing too that he would be condemned to the “(C” Clags
and suffer untold humiliation,

The soldier in armed warfare takes
the chances of war. He may live or he may die. Byt with the
non-violent Indian volunteer, it is the certainty of being beaten,

coupled with the equally certain factor of absolute non-resistance
on his side, that lifts the fight to an altogether higher plane
and invests him with the glory that was Christ's,
the flower of modern Indian chivalry,
made history. In song and in rhyme let their triumphs be sung.

In the cities and in the willages, let g grateful nation erect
memorials to the “ Unknown Volunteer.”

These are
men and women who have

DE. RADHAKRISHNAN

The Andhra University deserves to be congratulated on the
election of Dr. Radhakrishnan a8 Vice-Chancellor, At a time when

large schemes are awaiting Inauguration, the services of the new
Vice-Chancellor will be simply invaluable,

Our only regret is that
the name of the revered scholar and saint of Andhra, Sir R.
Venkataratnam, should haye been dragged into this affair. We
devoutly hope that the bitterness engender
be forgotten and that, at long last, the Unj

versity may be given an
opportunity to contribute to our cultural r

enaissance,
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