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214 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

schools. Certainly all hostel managers should read and digest
the contents of this book. The normal nutrition of the body
and health cannot be maintained, unless proper food in adequate
amounts is supplied. The responsibiity for the choice of the
best foods rests upon every one in charge of our mission school
hostels.

Handicapping the body nutritionally is not economical in
any way. The introduction of an adequate and proper diet
should reduce the medical bills; and it should also resultina
quickening of the mind, thus shortening the pericd spent in
school.

In writing a series of menus, the commitiee was confronted
with the fact that the weight of a seer varies in different parts of
India. The seer used in the following menwus is the 80 tolah
seer i.e. the weight of 80 silver rupees, Forty of these seers
weigh one waund and one maund i1s 82 English pounds, so a
seer is a fraction over 2 pounds or 32 ounces, but we have ignored
this fraction in counting the cost of the various foods. One
must know the size of the local seer and make all calculations,
“accordingly. The prices given in the set of menus are those
prevailing in November 1930, in a large city of the United Prov-
inces.

The food values given in these menus are based on Col.
McCarrison’s findings as given in his book “ Food ”,

It was not possible in one week's menu to include all of the
various vegetables and all possible satisfactory food cowbinations.
Those given are suggestive combinations,

For tiffin one might well use, in season, the varions raw
fruits and vegetables, melons, sugar-cane, nuts, raw and roasted
grams or dals, boiled sweet potatoes, sprouted grains (see
“ Food” page 56), and dried fruits, Indian sweets, popped rice
and corn.

Decrease the amount of peppers used. Tea and' coffee
should not have a place in the diet of a child. Spices are not
mentioned, because they have no food value but they are valuable
as appetizers. Serve chutneys, limes, mangoes, etc., onions and
tamotoes sliced fine with lime-juice with the food. It makes
a meal more pleasing. ‘

SCHOOL DIEAS 215

Give as wide a variety of food as possible. Give some fresh
raw fruit or vegetable every day. All citrus fruits are valuable
foods. Use fruits, melons and vegetable in season. Children
should be taught to eat leafy vegetables as well as root vegetables
raw. Use buttermilk when available, It is often obtainable at
a low price from large private and military dairies.

Unpolished rice is cheaper and has more food value than
polished rice, The price of polished rice is given in these menus,
as tbe price of unpolished could not be obtained in these cities.

Increased activity and cold weather calls for an increased
amount of food, In bot weather, the amount of oil used should
be lessened and ths amount of vegetables and fruits increased.
Sour milk might well be used in various dishes. Some snimal
foods should be given every day, as milk, eggs or meat.

Fats—animal fats—are necessary for children, so whole milk
and not skimmed milk should be used.

About forty school diets were investigated as to their
protein, fat and carbohydrate content. Practically all were found.
to be deficient in protein and fat content, particularly in animal
fats. A well-balanced diet has a proportion of about 1-1-4 of
proteins, fats aud carbobydrates respectively.

M. BoBs,
V. E. Pagkgs,
C. 1. Kirr, M.D.
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There is a tendency on the part of some Indian writers to
give the struggle for existence a different turn. In a discussion
of the comparison between Last and West, one suggests, “ India
can never wholly lose her discipline of the limitation of wants
and the concentration of activities for the development of the
goul.”

On the other hand, the late Viceroy's interprelation seems
to be more generally accepted that ** If the ryot’s (Indian agri-
culturist’s) standard of living is to improve, the quality of his
produce and the returns which his toil bring him must be
improved also,”

It is necessary to remember that ‘ the conditions of rural
life have to bz viewed and studied as a whole; that there is an

organic affinity between rural education, rural sanitation and .

rural economies.” Yet it is necessary to see what the average
income of the Indian agriculturist is and how he spends his
money to see if the balance is for or against him.

Average Family Income

There is no agreement in figures for general income per
head. Some puat it as low as Rs. 17.5 a year. The official
estimate at that time was Rs. 30 a year. A later estimate, also
official, is Rs. 33.75. Thirty years ago, an official estimated it
as low as one rupee a month. He estimated that ‘ when prices
of food grains are low or moderate, work regular and the health
of the household good, this income will enable the family to
have one fairly good meal a day, to keep a thatched roof over
their heads, to buy cheap clothing and occasionally a thin
blanket.”

By consulting the relative value of wages and prices over
a period of years, it will be found that during the first half of
the last forty years wages increased in various parts of the
western section of the United Provinces from nothing to almost
100 per cent. At the same time a general rise of prices in
wheat, chana (gram), dal (pulse) of almost uniformly 100 per
cent may be noted, Since that time, prices bave risen a further
100 per cent in these staples, but accurate relative figures for
agricultural wages are not available, From the writer's own
limited experience the rise in wages seems to be approximately

Lt
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a further 40-50 per cent. This will show that the standard
of living bas not been improving much during the past forty
years. There are no available figures for the price of cloth.

The same difficulties that hold in the matter of ascertaining
correct statements of income also hold in trying to discover
accurate statements of expenditure. The only careful attempt
to do this for the United Provinces suggests the following per-

centage of expenditure by the Agricuiturist under the various
heads :

Food vee .o 04
Clothing ... e 3
Medicizce... . e 1

2 {(Gifts to priests and mendicants

Religi .
eligious and Social and temples),

It will be noted that rthere is nothing for education, or for
saving, or for anything tlat may be considered luxury.

A typical case is presented of a farmer, named Dhondha,
40 years old, who inherited 5 acres of land giving a gross income
of Rs. 150 a year, of which Rs. 30 was paid as taxes to landlord
and Governmert. The family consisted of seven children--two
died in the influenza epidemic of 1916. The family got one
fairly satisfying meal a day. Tn the evening, and at noon
a dish of gruel. Indebtedness of over Rs. 500 and lack of
educational facilities for the children completed the picture,
This was claimed as a typical case.

It thus becomes evident, that the general standard of living
through the villages is very low. The significance of this for
our study consists in the fact, that the village Christian is from
the outcaste group and so is usually below the general village
average. We pass now to a discussion of the village Christian

group.
2. The Economic Status of Village Christians.

When one enters an Indian village it is not always easy to
distinguish between the bhome of the average Christian family,
and that of the average caste group, particularly of those in the
lower half of the caste group. Muad walls and thatch roofs are
common to both., The type of house, the number of rooms and
the general plan are similar. The only difference is that the
Christian is almost always at the outskirts of the village.
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It bas been suggested that the residents of a typical village
in the United Provinces might be classified under three heads,
viz,, the land-owners, the tenants, the miscellaneous artisans
and menials, including carpenter, potier, blacksmith, barber,
washer-woman. He omits specific ‘mention of Chamars and
Sweepers, These would undoubtedly come under the third
group, or else be considered a fourth, and still lower group,

This third group is generally paid wages in kind on the
theory that *‘ the artisans were public servants of the village, and,
in return for their grants of land or grain, they were required to
gerve every member of the community on demand.”

Duties and Wages of Village Christians,

One writer has given this general summary of the duties of
village servants :— : :

“Their duties are multifarious, of which menial saniiary
service forms not the least important part. They sweep the
lanes and remove impurities, keep the village meeting-house
clean, patrol the village at night, act as messengers to the
headmen, serve as referees on matters affecting the village
boundaries, guzrd the creps, assist in agricultural operations,
attend on Government officials who visit the village, and carry
palanquins and torcheg at festivals, As a rule, they are menials
of the lowest caste, and take up their residence on the outskirts
of the village.”

For one who goes into the matter in detail, it is obvious thas
there is a distinct difference in conditions of labour between the
Chamars on the one hand and the Sweepers and Sikhs on the
other. Christians from the latter group are the more numerous
in our section and so we begin with them,

(@) Of Sweeper and Sckh Christians.

For census and all general purposes these two groups are
the saine cven though they deny relationship or affiliation
Bocially they form different groups, but economically they are
almost identical, as they are seldom found together in a village.
Villages where there are Sikh families generally do not have
Sweeper families, and wvice versa. According to the census 750
out of 1,000 sweepers are engaged in scavengering. Of the re-

mainder, 147 are occupied with farning and stock-raising. Tlis
(1
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leaves but 103 out of 1,000 engaged in other occupations, and of

these, 20 are listed as household servants in other capacities than

that of scavengering, and 35 as day labourers in other industries.
The work done by the Bhangis (the popular word for

sweeper, generally used in contempt also) is listed as follows :—

1. Remove filth.

. Sweep houses and roads.

Play flute or tambourine at marriage and other occasions,

Make winnowing fans and sieves, of grass stalks.

Collect and apply leeches, (Some of this group have a method
of sucking blood from wounds by use of a horn).

+ L

(¥1%

6. Makec mats and baskets of palin leaves and bamboo respectively,
7. Hangmen and killers of pariah dogs, and rat chasers,
To these the writer of this statement would add
8. Weaving of coarse cloth and of rag carpets.
9. Acting as messengers for landlord.
10, Village midwives.
11. Raising and selling animals— priocipally pigs,

These are the main occupations of village Christians from
the Sweeper and Sikh groups. A few become village watchmen,
a sort of suborlinate police post, being responsible for reporting
all cases of disturbance of the peace to the police, and for help-
ing in search for and attempt to capture criminals or suspects.
Of this list the firsi two do not fall to the lot of villagers, as
these occupations are made necessary by city life.

In the consideration of the wages received by this group of
village Christians it becomes difficult to find accurate figures.
The writer asked one, engaged in weaving, what his daily
earnings were, and he replied that a rapid and good worker
might earn as much as 8 annas, or a very skilful one almost 12
annas a day. The average, however, was between 4 and 6 annas
a day. A midwife receives for each delivery a sum, ranging from
4 apnas to one rupee or more, depending on the capacity of the
family served, and in addition a certain amount of grain., This
is why it is difficult to find just what the village Christian earns.
Most of his wages are in kind, 4. e, a certain amount of grain,
threshed or unthreshed, from the family served, or from each
family of the community.

The Sweeper usually has another source of income, viz.,
perquisites, which consist of donations on special occasions or,
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of plate leavings or scraps known as Juthap. The. Sllfh t};]s:s
attempted to put a stop to the latter, ‘If a Sikh persx'sts in ! is
practice it is by stealth. Among the Sweepers, however, 1t 18
comn;(;sx;g with the praclice of eating.Juth.ap, and of re;elvu?g
wages in kind 1s the custom, fouqd in cities moriz1 t a: 1111:1
villages, of paying the sweeper partlal!y in cash, an ‘ pir 1aBy
in cooked food to be given on & certain da-y of the wee.f.f {
varying the days on which this food is received from di e;en
homes, it is sometimes possible for a sweeper family to have
enough to eat without having to cgok at home,
The perquisites may be described as follows :—
1. At funerals, the sheet by which the corpse is covered when
taken to the burning ground. .
2. At child-birth and child-naming ceremonies, the Swceper
receives a donation.
3. At weddings he receives all the undistributed sweetmeat, and a
donation. l f , animal-s
i isites and grazing privileges for any a
* O!rill?)z;)gpi;q;;xi?: ora sma;gl sharge in fruit from the landlord’s
grove, etc. ' . '
Thus the income of a Christian family ordinarily consists of
the sum of the wages. of all of the family plus the value of
Juthan received, to which is addeq the a.mnua,l valpe of tl;e
perquisites received. Tt is almost 1mposs_1b1e to estimate t ;a
value of Juthan received, except by averaging the cost per meal,
and estimating or noting how many actual meals ba‘ve .bt_eten
gaved by eating Juthan instead (?f _honllg foo:].- The pelqm;l es
have to be valued similarly. This is difficult since some of t ETD’
as grazing rights, are constants, and can be estimated 'roug ¥s
but some come occasionally and vary greatly from year to year.
One would have to get figures for & large number over a space;
of several years and take the annual average per famlly'tyo gc:
any idea of how much the average Sweeper Christian fa,fnnl)l.g.e 8
through the occasional perqllls}tes. The quEStxonbc]) a living
wage as compared with gporadic a'Jn.d nop-depelnda e 1;1cagne
like Juthan and occasiopal perquisites 1s a very vital one.
Resolved into a formal question it would be : N '
Does the Sweeper Christian family get a living wage in-
dependent of extras that are dependent on the goodwill o\% gbe
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individuals giving them? If the reply is in the negative the
question becomes, Is it possible for wages to be increased in
compensation for giving up the rights involved in Juthan and
perquisites, or by substituting a wage of value equivalent to the
Juthan and perquisites, now part of the living ?

No answer to this is possible at this time for information
1s not available and the writer knows of no studies that have
been conducted along this line.

(b)) Of Chamar Christians.

The village Chamar is predominantly an agriculturist. while
his city relative is usually a cobbler or shoemaker. Some of the
village Chamars tan leather, and cure hides, but the majority are
farmers or day labourers, as the figures 786 out of 1,000 show.

It is, therefore, as a farmer or farm-labourer that he must be
considered,

' One writer speaking of the types of work required of a
Chamar gives the following :—

“He is a grass-cuiter, coolie, wood and bundle-carrier,
drudge, doer of odd jobs, maker and repairer of thatch, and of
mud walls, field-labourer, groom, house-servant, peon, brickmaker,
and even village watchman. . . . He does a good deal of weay-
ing. . . . He repairs the under-ground rooms and bins where
grain is stored, and’prepares the threshing-floors. Besides, he
beats drums, rings bells, and blows trumpets at weddings or
when cholera or other epidemics are being exorcised from the
village. He also makes musical instruments. ... Chamar
women . . .. .. do an immense amount of work in the fields,

This consists of weeding and other forms of lighter work
connected with the care of the crops. They also do the husking
and grinding and help in the winnowing, In addition to this, they
do a considerable amount of ordinary coolie work such as carrying
produce to market, and the like. . . . The Chamar's wife hag
her clientele as well, for whom she acts as midwife, and for whom
she performs various menial services at marriages and festivals,
such as collecting wood, bringing earthen vessels from the bazaar,
supplying cow-dung and grinding grain.”

This fairly complete summary will show what a useful per-
son he is and how, apparently, all types of odd jobs are required
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of him, In the writer’s experience, he found that in thf}h suga;]rs-
cane season, the Chamar had t-g st%kg‘t}ée furnace under the pa
i i jai ; eing bolled,
" Wl\]?]\;}?afh}fascal;:])ms:d“:&l;t tlize wages of Chris%ians from the
Sweepers is partially true of the‘ w.a'ge§ of Chrlstla?s frg:z:r:l;z
Chamars. These are genemlly' paid in kind. Even when t .k. ’
ment it is usually quite low, and some amount in kin
b B dded. This makes it extremely difficult to find what
;llllzya:?r:ﬂe wa;ge is for those who are day Iabogrers. \Vhen the
individtla;is a tenant, it is a little eusier to estimale the income
fromlilsttlxznri;mtter of perquisites the Chamar is very much'like
he Sweeper, except that the eating of J.utha.n 18 now Stltlctly
o Per yuisitea may consist of hereditary or other rtghts
t%bOO. Zg Chamar in lien of various types of work required.
e t;) thes.e perquisites are for the work done by Fh? rpen, and
s Tor that done by the women. How difficnlt it is to try to
others fOfL figures for the income per family from 'Sl.]Ch sources
g% &ccumtefronm a statement of Briggs, who, after giving a state-
- appare;’ff rent kinds of perquisites, concludes with 3 “ These
ment of 11le '§ances are scarcely more than illustr'a}tlve.. "I‘he
fef;S ?na.(;n;uz‘tn vary, and the whole system of perquisites is in a
actua R )

. ttled condition.” . .
Som?bh:,tnz?;eperquf.SiLe“* may be listed as the skins of dead

animals, farming and grazing rights. How this developed is
+ N ac S )
suggﬁsgaqo‘;gaﬁ?ie;d(ttl;)nghamar) seems to bave beep an im-
lnr!:; rer, who was made to hold ch_e plough for his master,
prassed 2}'0;' ,return space to build his mud hut near to the
an ”ece”g zlnallowance of grain for every working dgy, the
rilage, & xed and grass on the village lands, and the skins and
free'use O‘ft‘llwvooanimals that died. This is very much the status
e oktx Zr at the ptesent day. He is still the .ﬁeld sl’ave, the
of the .Gta}n and the carrion-eater of the Indian village.’
RE&SS\'{}U tCsr’in kind and perquisites often merge into one anoch.er,
b ah'ét{eis difficult to kpow which type of labour brings whxgh
e and. The significance of this dependence..on the goc?dmll
rev‘;ﬂrd- rosity nof the higher castes and the lan'dlord will be
a0 dgenext- The same question that was a.sked.m the case of
g::zep:re and Sikh Christians can be asked with regard to

H
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Chamar Christians. Does the Chamar receive z living wage,
eliminating the perquisites ?  If not, can the perquisites be trans-
formed into wage increase so as to give him a living wage® The
data on this question are lacking ; it is impossible to make even
8 fairly accurate estimate, The general opinion is that both
questions must at present be answered in the negative, but there
are insufficient data either to prove or disprove this opinion.

(¢c) Liconomic Dependence of Village Christians.

What has been said about the system of perquisites, rights
and wages in kind, has great significance in connection with
the question of economic dependence, Wages in kind are often
deferred ana payment made later, generally at the time of
harvest. Perquisites ap ] rights depend for their maintenance
and liberal interpretation on the goodwill of the landlora, It
he is displeased with the village Christian, he can stop the
berquisites or curtail them very extensively, If, for example, g
landlord wishes to prevent a Chamar from becoming a Christian,
or desires to make him renounce Christianity, he can curtail or
completely stop privileges which that individgal has heretofore
enjoyed. Where one's existence depends on the maintenance
of these perquisites it is hard to go against the expressed wishes
of the landlord. Missioparies have frequently met this situation,
and the writer has recollection of the timidity of many Chamars,
who were afraid of accepting baptism and openly confessing
their desire to become Christians, because of fear of these con-
sequences.

There is a further effect, particularly in connection with
the Sweeper Christian group and the eating of Juthan, The
writer recalls a situation in which the village Christians defin-
itely stated that their teason for not giving up the eating of
Juthan was twofold, (a) their inability to exist without it, on
account of the meagerness of thejr salaries ; (b) the Insistence
of the higher caste groups that they eat it. The fear of the
Christian group was, that they would starve jf they gave up
eating Juthan, because they were not recelving living wages, and
because the higher caste people would immediately stop their
perquisites. Thus, the village Christian is cconomically depen-

dent on the other caste groups and particalarly the landlord,
This means loss of freedom,

183634
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There is a further ramification of the effects of this econom
jc dependence. Tt has serious results on .the at.tel?lpt of 1the
Chrisiians to break away from non-Christian practices, 'Brgt
quently at the Hindu festivals, particularly of Holi and Diwali
and one or two of the other major Hindu holy days, the' Sweeper
receives a portion of the food of special sweetmeats. This pgrtlon
may be withheld if the recipient Sweeper has shown hlms'elf
openly a Christian, if he has not outwardly, as in the celgbratlon
of Holi, joined in the general practices conpected with that
festival. Thus, some Christians who would, if free to choose
without any loss to themselves, cut themselves off from any
participation in these Hindu festivals, are uqable to face the
eCODOL;liC loss that non-participation might entaq. It also makes
it possible for an anti-Christian landlord or hllgh‘ caste group
to bring pressure to bear on the Sweeper (ihrxstmq famll.y l:,o
conform by nominal participation, at 1e_zast. From the wmiers
knowledge, it is doubtful if the economic pressure for religious
orthodoxy is as strong with members of the Chamar group, as
with those of the Sweepsr group.

3. Causes of Poverty of Village Christians, .

Apart from the general cause of economic dependence which
has just been discussed, there ara four other t.y[.)es of causes,
which tend to maintain the present standard of living, or even to
diminish it. These may be listed as causes

{(a) Connpected with Admiaistration and Organization,
() Social and Religious,

{(¢) Brought about by nature.

() Personal.

In the first three of these the village Christian sha.res with
sll other groups, and in the disc.ussion of them the.re will be no
attempt to single out the Christian group for special stalement,
except where there is specific need for such reference. In the
fourth of these the village Christian is probably not very different
from his caste neighbor, but more direct and constant reference
to the Christian group will be necessary. .

|

(a) Causes Connected with Administration and:
Organization
The Liand system of the United Provirces needs a word of
explanation in order that the conditions under which v1llages are
T
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organized and operate may be understood. This refers merely
to the question of land-holding, and not social organization.
There is a Government tax on land, which provides land revenue.
This is paid by tbe owner of the land. Some of the landlords
have large holdings and naturally cannot do the work of cultiv-
ating their entire holding. These sublet their fields to tenants
and receive rent for those fields. The landlord’s income may be
figured as follows :—Rental from fields less governmental land
tax. DBut there is a large section of land which is divided into
small holdings, belonging to city-dwellers, who buy the land as an
investment and do not intend to cultivate it. Such absentee
landlords are interested in the land merely to see how much they
can malke it earn for them. The tendency for suchis to raise the
rent as high as possible. On occasions a landlord with a large
holding will auction off the leasing of the land for a period of
years. The man who takes the contract comes in as a middle
man, an extra person whose living must be made, at the expense
of the agriculturist. Such a contract-taker has little care for the
future of the land. He is interested in the present, and plans to
get what he can, over and above the contract figure, for that is
his gain, The evils of the system have been decried,

Ancther phase of the struggle between landlord and tenant
is the right of continuous holding. Formerly, the law was that if
2 tenant cultivated the same plot for ten successive years he
acqaired 3 hereditary right to continue to cultivate that plot at
rental value he had been paying when he became permanent
tenant. After that, the landlord conld not raise the rent without
recourse to a long and involved legal process. This kind
of land was known among village people as maurusi (hereditary .
Land that was rented by the year brought the rental that the
landlord and tenant agreed on. This kind of land was called
kachche (temporary). Rental on this could be changed each year
by the mere dictum of the landlord. Tt was therefore to the
landlord’s advantage to have as much of his land kachchi as
possible, as he could eject the tenant at will. If the land became
mawrusi, the tenant could be ejected only if he failed to pay
his rent regularly, and then onty after due legal process. This
esplanation has been necessary as much of the litigation that
goes on incessautly between landlord and tenant is due to these
facts. The Agra Tenancy Law of 1926-%27, for the Uniteg
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Provinces alone, made some changes in these laws. It is too
soon to know what the effects of the ‘changed laws will be.
The measure was a compromise between the Government trying
to make the position of the farmer tenant more secure and the
Zemindar (landlord) party, which is dominant in the Legisl?.tive
Council of the United Provinces, trying to increase the rights
of landlords.
: () Land Tax.

Nationalists in India bave attacked Government on the
score that the land tax is relatively too high, and therefore
one of the main causes for the poverty of the Indian villa.g'er.
On the other hand, Government and official investigators claim
that the nationalists juggle their figures and do ‘not present
fair comparisons. It is the claim of these imlzestxga.tors.th-at
the land tax is not relalively any higher than in .the majoriby
of countries. The popular cpinion favors the view held by
the nationalists, The landlord when approached by the tenant
for a lessening of the rent gives as a reason for rz?fusal the
Government land tax. One official investigator, 1111pse]£ an
Indian writes, ** People say that their embarrassment 1s due to
the land revenue or the water rates, but the actual figures
disprove these statements,”

In view of these- disagreements, it is impossible to come to
any conclusion as to actual effect of the ?an.d tax on village
poverty. The landlord, however, finds it o his interest to spread
the idea that it does as it hélps to relieve him of odium for the
high rental charged.

(ii) Land Rents and Landlords.

A brief statement of the conditions under which the land.
lord may or may uot increase the rent on a plot of land has
been made. The landlord is naturally going to make as much as
he can from hisland. He therefore charges as high reut as b‘e
can get, and the tendency is for the rent to be increased periodi-
cally. At thesame time, not many of the landlorfis.have enough
of a grasp of the needs of agriculture to be .wxllmg tp gpend
money on improvements. One writer holds this responsible for
the fact that there is no great increase in yield, and that condit-
ions seem to us growing worse for the farmer tenanf, The
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Agricaltural Commission in its report recognized that in many
places there is no very gcod reason for the landlord to attempt
to improve his holding as the laws of land tenure in some sections
do not guarantee secuvity of possession.

The combination of circurnstances wakes it inevitable that
rents will increase steadily. This makes a constantly increasing
drain on the village farmer who is the tenant. This is the
situation faced by all of our village Christians who do not have
free land rights as part of their perquisites. The case quoted by
the Indian Social Reformer as a typical ore said, that the farmer
paid Rs. 30 as taxes to landlord and Government on the Jand
which brought him a gross income of only Rs. 150. The
reporter failed to make clear how much of the Rs. 30 was land
tax and how much land rent. It seems fair, howaver, to assume
that the combination of theland tax and the land rent are a
constant drain of the village tenant and a contributing factor
to his poverty.

(iii) Density of Population.

The question at stake here is whether the rural part is so
densely settled, that the land cannot support the population that
is trying to make its living by agriculture. There are those who
hold that the population is now too demse for the area under
cultivation, and that there is a tendency for the population to
increase. This would increase the poverty of the village tenant,
Christian or non-Christian alike, by increasing the number of
those earning their living from the land. This view, however, is
sharply challenged by others, as in the Census report of the
United Provinces, where it is stated that the limit of density
that can be supported by the land has not yet been reached, and
attention is called to the fact thatin some sections there hag
been a distinct movement of industrial workers back to the
villages. ‘ J

Tt is more reasonable to accept the conclusion of an Indian
economist who, after discussing the Malthusian doctrine of over-
population in its application to Indian conditions, concludes :

“India is not over-populated in the absolute sense of the
term, i.e., we have not arrived at the stage where there is no
hope of any further increase in national income, and the popu-
lation must, therefore, cease to expaud. We have not exhausted
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the possibilites of agricultural and industrial developmfan't.;.fa.r
from that—we are standing on the threshold of great possibilities.
But India is over-populated in the sense that our methods of
production and distribution of weualth remaining th}a same, Lh'e
population cannot be ezpected to increase more rapld‘ly than it
has done in the past. One may safely 52y that if the land
system of the country remains unchanged, and if we do not learn
to create new sources of wealth by manufactare, the n?ovement
of the population during the next fifty years would be irregular,
disease catting short the growth of numbers whenever the
population tended to grow too rapidly.” o

The two factors operating in opposite directions, ope to
maintain or increase the density cf the rural pcpulation so far as
Christians are concerned, and the other to decrease thg nlumber
of village Christian are: (1) The fanuly system ar}d illiteracy
combined with a patural slowness in changing. This keeps the
village Christians from migrating to the cities in large gumber&
(2) The growing demand for industrial V_vorker§, and the improve-
ment in social position that can be achieved in part at least, by
moving into industrial centers. There are no ﬁgures to show
which factor is stronger, though it is generally believed that the
movement to the cities is slightly greater than the movement to
stay in the villages.

(iv) Fragmentation of Holdings

Writers on the economic condition of village groups unite
in giving this a prominent place in the cause for poverty. Th‘e
Hindu inheritance laws are such that at the death of a wan his
holdings are automatically divided among his heirg. 'There is no
attempt to keep plots iniact. On the contrary, it is the belief
that the most honest way of dividing is to divide up each plot
into the necessary fragments, one for each heir, in order that
each heir may feel that he is getting a part of the best.a.s well
as of the poorest land. One of the recommendations of
economists is that there be a redistribution of the land so t‘htt
plots may be consolidated. As an illustration of this. there 188
chart prepared by an Indian Professor of Liconomics, show.mg
the scattered plots of a typical small-holding in the United
Provinces. There were seven plots in six places, and these were
often some distance frcm each other. The nearest plot was

M
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over 500 yards from Lhe village, and the farthest was 1,200
years distant from the village. There was a distance of almost

a mile and a half between the two plots most distant from each
other,

One writer has maintained that five acres of good land feed
and clothe a family, But not all of the land is good ; and the
population is so dense in rural areas that the average is probably
much under five acres to a family. Another, an Indian econo-
mist, thioks that three acres can support a family, but in &
survey of an ordinary village in his section of the United Prov-
inces he found that the average holding was 2.13 acres, and the
average for thirteen districts of the western part of the United
Provinces is 1.71 acres per family. This has led to the statement
that ** L'o-day, the swall land-owner is too weak an economic
unit to survive. Ultimately he will starve, die ot disease or
cease to be a cultivator.” Another Indian econowist has drawn
the conclusion :

““ The excessive sub-division and the fragmentation of land
in India are so important in their effects upon cultivation that
one may say they determine the character of Indian agriculture
and the fate of the agriculturist, They prevent the peasant from
growing valuable crops. They cause neighbours to quarrel and
are & fruitful source of litigation. . . . No improvement of Indian
agriculture is possible until the excessive sub-division of land,
which has gone far enough now, is checked and a remedy found
against the fragmentation of land.” '

What has been said here of the general village situation
applies with equal force to the village Christians whose landhold-
ings are ever growing smaller by the natural increase of popula-
tion. The general discussion and conclusions arrived at here
are the result of a wide reading and a short list of the most
significant books read in this connection can be seen below.

(v) Communication and Marketing Facilities.

Outside of main thoroughfares, which have been built and
are maintained because of military necessity, the road system is
faulty. Lack of good roads, difficulty of travel in the rainy sea-
son due to muddy soft roads, unbridged swollen rivers and few
railway lines to act as feeders to the main railway lines, are
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handicaps that make it difficult to market what is produced in
villages separated from cities or railway lines by distance or
patural barriers as vivers, The lack of co-operation among the
various village groups, and among groups from different or con-
tiguous villages makes it necessary-for each villager to do the
best he can individually. This works to the disadvantage of all
viilagers, including Christians. -

(vi) Debt and the Money -Lender.

The newspapers reported a case in which it was alleged that
a villager borrowed Rs. 22 in May, 1915, and executed a mortgage
bond repayable with interest at 10 per cent per mensem, with
compound interest every half-year. In Jannary, the lender sued
for recovery of his money claiming that the interest due was
Rs. 2,600,045, He agreed to relinquish most of this and asked
for a decree for Rs. 600. Eventually he compromised for Rs, 431,
which amounts to more than 20 per cent per year compounded
annually, The figures given in the suit are undoubtedly
excessive, but it is a question whether the compromise figure
of 20 per cent or more at comoound interest, is more than the
average villager has to pay. The writer has frequently known
that one anna a month per rupee, or about 75 per cent per
annum, is asked for short time loans, the payment of which
may be spread over years. A not uncommon rate is half an
anna per rupee per mensem, which amounts to a little less
than 40 per cent at annual compound rates, for the half anna is
compounded each month, The writer has recorded a sitaation,
which is on file, in which a loan of Rs. 20, in 1914 resulted in
the repayment of Rs. 30 within two or three years, and then
in 1927, the lender fearing the impossibility of recovering the
money was wiliing to compromise for a sum of Rs. 45. Punjab
village rates seem to be very similar. Increasing credit has
resulted in increasing debt. Most writers acknowledgd this
23 a prolific cause for poverty, and the Christian group,is as
deeply involved as its neighbours, so far as general observation
is concerned. No definite figures are available for the United

Provinces. Money-lenders claim that;the rates are not exorbit- .

ant when the risks involved are considered. v
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(vii) Bribery

The writer had many experiences where village people
spoke of the money that was required to get some of the
lower ofticials to do their work., A veterinary doctor was sent
by the Government to cure the cattle suffering from an epidemic
in a certain village. He asked for a persopal donation of
a certain sum to be given to him, and failing to get it departed
without doing anything to help stop the epidemic, tbis in
spite of the fuct that he was a Government servant on regular
salary, and was supplied with free vaccine by the Government.

A village Christian came to the writer to borrow Rs. 6 to
get his gun licence renewed. He explained that the sum due
was only eight annas, i.e., half of a rupee, but that he needed
the balance to grease the palms of those through whose hands,
as copyists, or in some other capacity, the application had to go,

That these are not isolated individual cases, but are
sometimes prevalent enough to be a real source of loss, and
a factor contributing to the poverty of villagers is indicated
by the fact that * Bribes to Officials” is indicated as one of
the causes of debt in an official survey of a village in the
Punjab.

(b) Social and Religious Causes

We have now come to the second group of causes that
operate in producing and maintaining widespread poverty
among village Christians, as among most village groups.

(1) The Caste System

It has already been noted, in the study of the Social
Situation, that the caste system has its economic phases in
restricting certain groups to certain types of occupation, and
more particularly in tending to restrict competition and pro-
duction. Greater production would result in a lessening of the
peverty of the average village family to a certain degree, at
least. Therefore, the caste system can be held partially
responsible for the poverty of village groups. The caste system
can be held largely responsible for the poverty of village
Christians by restricting them to those occupations which are
poorly paid, and by preventing them from changing their social
status which would make them eligible to other types of work,
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PICTURES ILLUSTRATING INDIAN ART

Arrangements have been made with the ** Modern Review'' Press, Calcutta,
the organ of the Tagore school of thought, to issue a portfolio of colour repro-
ductions of a selected list of pictures which originally appeared in the
Chatterjee Picture Albums, published by the same Press, These pictures are
copies of paintings by a group of modern Indian artists, some of whom are or
have been associated with the School of Art at Santiniketan, Dr. Rabindranath
‘Tagore's School. The contributors include such artists us Nandalal Bose,
Principal, School of Art, Santiniketan ; Abdur Rahaman and Jalaluddin
Chughtai, of Labore; Samarendranath Gupta, Principal, Mayo School of
Art, Lahore; Deviprasad Roychoudhry, Principal, Madras, School of Art;
Bireswar Sen, School of Art, Lucknow ; and Abanindranath Tagore, Calcutta.

The selections have been made with a view to the wse of the pictures in
Indian schnols. To this end, inc uded with the sets of sixteen pictures, are
several pages of notes for the use of the teacher, giving some information as
to the ariist, and suggesting teaching values of the pictures, with a very brief
interpretation of them. The pictures are printed on art paper, 11 by 8 inches
in size, and will be loose-teaf style for more convenient use, contained within
a stiff paper portfolio, and all enclosed in a stout envelope.

The object of this venture is to encourage a wider knowledge of Indian
Art,and a greater use and appreciation of it in the schools. Many of the
pictures, perhaps all of them, will, however, be equally valuable for their
general artistic interest, and would make very acceptable gifts. The under-
taking is largely a venture of faith, but the enthusiastic response which it has
already received encourages one to hope that the faith will be justified and
that a sufficient number of orders will be booked to assure the carrying
through of the project without financial loss. The sets will cost Rs. 2.4,
plus posiage. The sets are now available; and may be had fr.m the Oxworth
Book Service, Landour, Mussoorie, U,P,

Pictures Selected for Portfolio

NaAME OF PICTGRE. . ARTIST.
The Passing of Shab Jahan by Abanindranath Tagore
Griha-Lakshi 5, AL D. Natesan.
Work and Worship y» Jaminiprokash Ganguli.

The Lamp and the Moon s, Abdur Rahaman Chugtai.
The Motherless Grandson ,, Bepinchandra Dev,

In Rain and Storm sy Deviprasad Roychoudhury,
A Sikh Philosopher sy, Jalaluddin Chugtai.
Worship ., Charuchandra Roy,
At the Window y» Shudhanshu Choudhury.
Sympathy :, Bepinchandra Dev,
Age and Youth ,» Abanindranath Tagore,
He makes a Hit y» Samarendranath Gupta. i
Water-Giver s, Naundalal Bose. .
The Toy ,» Abanindranath Tagore,
The Call of the Infinite ,, Narayanparsad Varma.
To Whom 8hall we make 5
QOur Offerings ? .» DBireswar Seu. i\
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These matters have already been discussed in the general
discussion of the Social Situation,

(1) The Family System.

The discussion of this, too, in connection with the Social
Situation brought out the fact that the family system helps to
maintain and increase poverty by (a) breaking up land holdings
into fragments that caonot adequately support a family;
(b) tending to keep the family intact in the village rather than
permitting other factors to force some to leave the land to find
emplovment in industrial openiogs. The effect of this on the
Christian community has already been discussed both in connec-
tion with the Social Situation and the Fragmentation of Liand, in
this Tconowic Situation.

(1ii) Veneration of Sacred Animals.

The cow is sacred to the Hindu. Mr, Gandhbi's action in
having the veterinary doctor put to death a calf thal was
suffering from an incurable and painful afliction, roused a storm
of protest among certain branches of orthodox Hinduism. Other
animals, among whom we might particularly mention the
monkey and the peacock, are also considered sacred by Hindus
to a less degree. The Hindu who believes that it is wrong to
take animal life of any kind is not a negligible factor though it
is impossible to give definite fignres to show how many there
are. The result of all of these factors is, that there is a great
excess of cattle, and of monkeys, peacocks, wild pigs, deer and
other wild animals, :

To consider the former only we find one estimate that
India is supporting 25 million superfluous cattle, Higginbottom,
going into this question in greater detail, estimates that 90 per
cent of the cattle are an ecopomic loss because they eat more
than they produce, and concludes with the statement, *‘ T esti-
mate that the loss per animal par year for 225,000,000 head is
$10, each, or a total aggregate loss per year of $ 2,250,000,000.”

With regard to monkeys and peacocks and other animals
that are held in bigh esteem among Hindus, an economic expert
has estimated that the loss varies from 10 to 20 per cent of the
yield of crops, depending on the section and the abundance of
these animals, .
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Even if these estimates are really bigher than later research
may show, they are significant in showing the tremendous drain
on the resources of the villagers, and the consequent increase of
poverty.

(iv) Mendicancy.

For the ordinary Hindu the giving of charity is a religious
duty. This helps to explain why the giving of alms is so
prevalent among the Hindus, One writer says that * No
peasantry in the world with equally scanty resources are more
charitable than the Hindus, and even at the meanest huf the
beggar’s demand for a little cake or a handful of grain is never
disregarded,”

Religious mendicants, known generally as Fakirs, form
quite a drain on the resourees of the people. These men live
by alis and cannot be classed as producers. The economic
significance of this Fakir group is shown in the fact that they
are present in considerable numbers. In the three great
provinces, Punjab, United Provinces, Bengal, they number
considerably more than a million, and the burden of supporting
these useless vagrants falls heavily on the industrious castes.
Besides, there are the non-religious persons who live by alms,
An educated and prominent Indian speaking at a Social Reforms
Conference called attention to the fact that the census of 1901
gave the number of professional beggars as 52 lacs, l.e.
5,200.0C0,

In 19]7, the writer heard a Temperance lecture given by a
Hindu, who called attention to this army of mendicants and
humorously suggested, that they be enlisted and sent to fight the
Grermans,

(c) Natural Causes
(1) Seasonal

We have now come to the discussion of the effect of the
seasonal chavrges. The majority of the rainfall of the United
Provinces comes during the monsoon season, roughly June 25-
September, 23, During these three months, 80 per cent or more
of the annual rainfall is expected. YWhen the monsoon is
unusual, scant in quantity, unevenly distributed through the
three months, or too heavy, there is a direct result on crops.
This bas led most economists to consider a poor monsoon &



233 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

direct cause of increased poverty, and of famine. One writer
explains this relationship by showing that there is not sufficient
industrial opportunity to absorb those who are thrown out of
work on the land because of a poor monsoon.

Op the other hand, some nationalists fiercely assail thxs
position, claiming that famines in the main are not due to
shortage of rainfall, overpopulation or extravagance, but by
Britain’s fiscal policy, which has taken much money out of India,
and the railway system, expanded at the expense of the canals,
which is developed for the furtherance of British trade. Such a
writer claims, that in time of famine the food stuffs are still
abundant in supply and there is mo real need of so many
starving, The real famine is of money, cash.

Whichever view one holds, and the former is the more
prevalent, all agree that a poor season is followed.by an increase
in poverty, because the average villager has no reserves on
which to draw. He is living on the present, and his poverty
increases or decreases with the fluctuation of prices, which is
directly affected by the regularity of the monsoon.

The effect is not merely on prices, but also on employment.
In an ordinary seasom, it has been estimated that the average
villager has an average of 150 idle days a year, because there are
so many days when he works but two or three hours.

(i) Epidemics amongst the Livestock.

There i & real connection between seasonal effects and the
number of livestock. In times of drought the cattle diminich
considerably, and the strength of those which survive is greatly
impaired. The Agricultural Commission has called attention to
the fluctuation of livestock as a source of poverty. In his survey
of the Punjab village, Gian Singh found that the purchase of
cattle was one of the major soarces of debt. The Hindu uses
oxen for ploughing and drawing carts; he employs the milk of

cattle for food; he makes use of the manure for fuel. Loss of

cattle due to epidemics therefore seriously affect the ordimary
village family. 3
(d) Personal Causes .

There now remain those personal causes of povarty which

-affect the village Christian. T4 is possible to overcome these

causes by a change of habit or attitude or action. The greatest

)
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difficulty is the social pressure bronght by the group through its
allegiance to its mores and customs. His ability to overcome
these causes, therefore, depends largely on the degree of his
leyalty to the group practices, and his desire to conform,

(i) Illsteracy and Ignorance,

The question of the prevalence of illiteracy among village
Christians was discussed under the FEducational situation.
Here it is sufficient to call attention to the economic result
produced by illiteracy and ignorance. These generally lead to
lack of proper organization of time; to lack of improved methods
of agriculture because of ignorance of soil cultare, crop rotation,
ete,, antiquated farming methods, to the use of cow-dung as a
fuel instead of a fertilizer; to insanitary habits that tend to
spread disease and make epidemics more serious, The question
has been raised, whether the use of cow-dung as a fuel is
really a matter of economic loss as compared with its nse as a
fertilizer, Brayne has answered that its use is really a consider-
able loss, Poor implements, unscientific methods, improper
habits and lack of ambition that generally attends ignorance help
to increase the causes of the poverty of the villager,

(1) Extravagance

Extravagance is generally shown in weddings, funerals,
festivals, litigation and travel. One writer has characterized the
last two, litigation and railway travel, as the two great popular
sports of the United Provinces. DMost writers agree that this is
a fruitful source of poverty and indebtedness., The typical case
of Dhondhu, given in the Indian Social Refuormer, indicates
that while Dhondhu was having a gross income of Rs. 150 a
year from his land, he borrowed Rs. 300 to spend in the marriage
of a daughter, and Rs. 2J0 to pay expenses of a law suit. Gian
Singh found that in Gaggar ‘Bhana the former, indicated under
the general heading Social observances, was a real factor in the
causing of poverty, but that litigation was a negligible factor for
that village,

While the majority of writers agree in considering that the
extravacance of the villager is a real problem, Liajpat Rai thinks
that the matter has been greatly exagzerated. On the whole, it
seems safe to consider that these exiravagances do really play an
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appreciable partin iucreasing the poverty of the village Christian
group.
4. Fastors Operating to Remove Poverty. .

The discussion of this question will paturally dlsclos.e the
fact, tbat some factors are working to relie\"e_t.»he pover.ty of v1‘llage
groups in general. Other factors are operating to‘ k?rmg relief to
village Christians in general. Tt ?vxl.l be sufficient to make
special note of the effect on the Chx_flstla.n group in the general
factors, and to call special attention to the factors that are

helping the Christians.

(a) Governmental Aid

There are several ways in which the Govemment tries t_o
belp the agriculturist. In times qf famine, tbe land tax 1s
remitted in whole or in part, depending on the virulence of th'e
famine. District Officers ave authorized to make 105?05 to culti-
vators, of large or small holdings,‘ oo t.he security of those
holdings, or other security. when it is distinctly state'd that the
reason for borrowing is to improve the land, The writer belped
* a village Christian get such a loan for the purpose of putting in a
good well. . '

Other ways of help include the increase of medlcgl services
available for people and livestock; and Fhe es‘tabh.shment of
Government Lxperiment Stations, as Lodlpu}' (.bhab']ahanpux-),
Pusa, etc., which continually test out the varieties of seed and
plant used, and also the kinds of soil.

The extensive irrigation schemes on which Governm'ent has
been engaged during the past few years, such as t‘he ﬁutle] Va»llﬁy
Scheme in the Punjab, and the Sukkar Darrage in Sind, and the
Qarda Canal in the United Provinces ought to open up new and
extensive tracts to cultivators, or render tracts served by them
less liable to the whims of the monsoon.

The problem of rural educatioq is glso engaging Fhe atten-
tion of the Government, and will, in time, hz'Lve ag important
effect on the poverty of the vil]agers.. The discussion of rurojl
education was taken up more fully 1n anotber“part of this
discussion, alteady published in Christian Education.

One of the greatest boons to some yi!lage groups has been
the orgsnization of Co-operative Societies; whereby it becomes

i
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possible for the cultivator to get credit on more reasonable terms,
and at the same time teaches him the benefits of saving, The
value of this co-operative movement has been recognized by the
Government itself, and the Commission known as the Agricul- .
tural Commission laid particular stress on the value of the
extension of this movement. Missions have also gone into this
on varying scales. The Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel has a strong baunk of this nature in Moradabad distriet,
and many other branches in the neighbourhood of Cawnpore.
Other missions have also taken up this kind of rural aid.

It has been stated, that in the United Provinces there are
77 such co-operative societies with a membership of 1,017 solely
among the depressed classes. Two thousand four hundred and
seveuty-two other societies have 14,669 representatives of the
depressed classes. They are more particular about repaying -
their loans punctually and work better together than the people
of the higher castes.

(b) Aid from Missionary Agencies

In so far as missionary agencies have tried to relieve the
Christians from the depressed classes of economic handicaps, the
methods have largely followed those adopted by the Government.
Reference has been made to the organization of Co-operative
Societies for village Christians on the part of missionary agencies.
The establishment of rural schools is also another method, and
this was discussed in the section dealing with the Educational
Situation in the villages. The formation of technical schools of a
type that will help the agricultural groups is a special step in this
direction as is illustrated in the case of the Agricultural Institute
in Allahabad, organized and operated by the American Presby-
terians and now under the United Church of Norlhern India.

The village Christian groups are not organized into any sort
of labour union, and there séems to have been no effort on the
part of any one to help them to organize to get better wages and
treatment. Missionary agencies have generally tended to attgck
the problem in individual cases, by trying to help ease the situa-
tion of gne who is especially hard pressed, either by getting him
em}‘*nt elsewhere, or by taking care of the children in
school, or some other form of help that acts as a palliative in the
case of that individual, or the particular village group,
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{c) Natural Factors

There is another type of factor that helps to relieve the
situation. It is dme to the movement of popu]at.ion f}"Oln. causes
such as epidemics, industrialization, etc. .An epidemic, like the
influenza epidemic of 1918-9, with 4ts estimated total of‘ almost
three million deaths in one year, rcduges the population and
brings some relief to those left. The'mm.n factor, however, may
be summed up under the term vrbanization. o .

When one comes to a discussion of urbanization he.a Is me'.t
by conflicting views. The popular view is, that the leilage 13
sﬁowing a tendency to break up gpadually and .the villager a
tendency to move from the village. f»:‘»ome economists §hare this
view. Nationalists like Mr. Ga.ndhl' ten@ to deplore 1t as tl}ey
feel that the increase of urbamization 1s caused by‘ growing
industrialization, a phase of Western development which many

t admire,
o th(e)lrlll dt(t)lenoot.her hand, there are authorities that vigoro?sly
challenge this and say that the villagg is holdm.g its own. The
ficures for the 1921 census in the .Umtefi.vamces show.that
ttrx’e populatiou of the 24 prinmpa! cities of the Provmcgs
decreased by 5 per cent in the precedm'g twenty years, and 1n
that same period the general decrease in the population was 1
per cent between 1901 and 1911, and 3.1 per cent betw‘een 19}1
ond 1921. e gives as the reasons for t?n.s the‘lack of industrial
development, and because living conditions in the towns are
hy.

more’l‘zt;bles:itmi Year Book points out that t'he increase in the
cities has amounted to only 1 per cent_in_ thirty years, conclud-
ipg with the statement that ‘ the statistics reveal the grgdual
decadence of the medium-sized country town and Fhe grov?ch of
the larger cities under the influence of commercial and 1nd9s-
grial development.” This is corrcborated by another Indian
economist, who concludes that the figares show “ that tl?e gro-wth
of the larger towns has been at the expense of the medium-sized
towns.”’ . _»

As a result, it seems fairly safe to assume’ that, gnless
industrialization increases at & much more rapid rate bh&i;x_ it haﬁ.’
during the past, it will be a long timg before the process of
arbanization will make any appreciable difference on the. popula-
tion of the villages. The census figures for 1931 ‘w1ll show

I
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whether there is any acceleration in the process. Lacking
definite figures on the number of Christians that move from the
village to the city, it is impossible {o make any accurate or
definite statement. It is the writer's opinion, that the process
of urbanization is somewhat more noticeable among a small
group like village Christians with its social and economic limita-
tions, than it is among the more general population. It scems
that theré is a movement of younger people to the cities and
towns for work, and a movement of older groups back to the
village to retire. These may largely counter-balance one another,
but it is impossible to indicate the actual situation with- the
present lack of data.

Summary.

In this discassion, we have gone briefly over the standard of
living of the village Churistians to see the factors that control the
situation as it now is, and the factors that are working to bring
about a change. From this discussion, we may suggest the
emergence of certain basal facts that must be faced before the
condition of the village Christian group can be changed or
modified. For the sake of convenience and clarity we may
tabulate these,

1. The facts and arguments presented would show that the
standard of living of the village Christians family is very low,
and that it varies with changes in the prices of foodstuffs,
and other necessities. In other words, the margin is very small ;
and Christians in the village, as a group, are poor.

2. The village Christian, in some ways and to a great
extent, may be considered the economic slave of the landlord
and of the higher caste groups due to the fact that his wages are
p2id in kind ; and that much of bis income is in perquisites which
depend more on the goodwill of the donors, than on the labour
of the receiver. ‘

8. The ignorance and illiteracy of the village Christian is a
very serious factor in his economic condition.

4. Tndividual cases of assistance help to relieve the situae
tion for the individual or family immediately concerned, but do
little to change the general situation.

5. The process of relieving the economic pressure on village
Christian groups must include education on a wide scale ; and, at

1863—¢
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the same time, & general movewment o stabilize the wage of the
Christian in a way to make him more independent.

6. A very important factor in relievipg the situmtiop for
village Christians engaged in agricultu}'e 1s to b'e founc? in t}.le
development and extension of Co-operative Socicties, which will
free the Christian from the high rates of inlerest deman_ded by
the money-lender, and at the same si-me help to provide the
Christian with capital for further operations.

7. There is grave doubt, whether itiis ppssible to have a
self.supporting Christian Church organi'z&tton in the villages a8
long as the village Cbristian is labouring under the economic
disadvantages that now obtain,

Department of Educational
Psychology

UTILIZATION OF THE COLLECTING AND
IMITATIVE INSTINCTS IN HISTORY *

Miss DorotuyY SeeER, PH.D., Lucknow.

ENVIRONMENT is most kind in providing abundant materi.

al for collection by the student of history. It is perhaps
easiet to exercise this imstinct in regard to bistorical matters
than in connection with any other field of study because of easy
accessibility. As aresult, a teacher of history naturally makes
extensive use of this plus the imitative instinet to vitalize her
subject and make it really live. In working with the seventh
grade of the Junior High School for two years in this educa-
tional field, T bave found that even the slightest suggestion from
the teacher is eagerly grasped by the pupils, and often effects
results far exceeding ber expectation,

One of the first topics of study in 7B history is colonial life.
This is especially rich in possibilities of illnstration. The class
was told to make a booklet on this topic. Without further
directions each membex followed his own initiative. Obe pupil
became especially interested in wigs as worn by ladies and
gentlemen of the day, and proceeded to collect pictorial material
along this line. Another became absorbed in dress, and made a
most interesting booklet on costumes of men and women, rich,
and poor, for various occasions. A certain little girl went to the
length of dressing a doll in colonial style, making her wig as well
ag her dress. QOne unusual little girl found great delight in
ramsacking every available magazine, her own store of pictures
which she had been collecting from early childhood, searching
the library for suggestions and worrying her fatber for money to
buy every magazipe which touched upon any phase of colonial

* This Article has its background in America; but has much suggestion for
adaptation to Indian History.—The Editors, Christian Education,
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life. She wanted to see how many phases she conld make
collections on, devoting one booklet to each special aspect.
She wonld inform the teacher most enthusiastically each day
of any new discovery. Pursuinga very orderly devglopment,
she began with colonial houses, then concentrating upon
doorways. She found many elements here common fo modern
suburban architecture, a comparison which she never failed to
draw. Next, she illastrated the plan of the hoase; made a
booklet on colonial furniture—in rich homes, then in poor
ones; one on cooking utensils, clothing, amusements, and
means of transportation in contrast to those of the present
day; and an unique contribution to this part of our work
was made by a child who attempted to tell the story of a
colonial family by pictures. Accordingly, a picture showing a
preparation of the family meal over the fireside in a typical
colonial kitchen began the series. There was ‘a scene called
“ going to church . another, ‘“gning to market’’; another “in
school ”*; another, ¢ a quilting bee”, or * indoor amusements ”;
then winter sports—* going home for Christmas”; an embroi-
dery scene; a courtship scene; a folk dance, a.qd a wedding.
Frequently the home of some prominent American, such as
Washingten’s mansion at Mount Vernon, or Jefferson’s at Monti-
cello, afforded excellent illustrations of colonial life. Occasionally,
someone would bring such things as a candle mold, or an
original newspaper, or a weapon in to show to the class. An
excursion to Mount Vernon and to the ‘“ colonial kifchen ” 1n the
Baltimore Museum of Art proved stimulating in this con-

nection.
The next big topic studied was the Revolutionary War—

its causes, campaigns and results. This subject always meets

with great enthusiasm occasionally rising even to open applause
from the students. With suchb an attitude children eagerly
collect pictures which are very easily obtainable on this phase
of American history. Many pupils foand it very helpful to
make maps of each of the three campaigns to paste into their
note-books. Along with these, I often found pictures of the
battles as well as causes of the war. The Baltimore newspapers
were very helpful in this respect by writing a series of so-called
« High Lights of American History’’ which a great many

children cut out and pasted into their notebooks religiously each
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day. These were very @ propos, bearing directly upon the dis-
cussion in hand. The pupils never lost an opportunity to search
the “ Book of Knowledge ', magazines, newspapers and other
printed books for illustrations, putting their findings in chart or
booklet form. Often large pictures were brought in to be put
on the walls of the room. As a result we had such pictures and
charts as *“ Heroes of the Revolution’’, *“ Great men in Ameri-
can History 7, the * Father of the American Nation ”, and so on,
Those pupils who had artistic talent took great pleasure in
drawing “ Minute men ”, Old Town Meceting House in Boston,
Boston Tea Party, Paul Hevere on his fiery steed, the Liberty
Bell, reproduction of the bust of Washington, done in India ink,
and even one clay model of this great hero. Of course, a repro-
duction of the original Declaration of Independence was brought
in and framed, to the great satisfaction of the pupils. The great
central figure of the Revolution, the father of our American
Nation, was the motive for more collections than any other per-
son or event. IKvery available printed article or picture, relating
to the life of Washington, his home, his presidency, his cam-
paign at Yorktown and the city named in his honor, was secured
and made to decorate the note-book of the student, or the walls of
the room.

The third big subject of 7B history. the reconstruction period
and organization of the National Government, was less profusely
illustrated. However, the men and events involved in the
Constitution, the struggles of our early government, especially
in its relation to foreign countries, prompted an occasional note-
book illustration, such as the impressment of the American
sailors, and portraits and short bigographies of the makers of the
Constitution.

In 7A history, the collecting and imitative instincts are even
more exercised, if possible, than in 7B history. The course of
study for this grade is divided into four big sections, each dealing
with the different facts of the growth of our country from 1800
to 1860. These phases are commercial growth, political growth,
territorial growth, and industrial and social growth, Illustration
was so abundant that it is impossible to mention all the collec-
tions made in this connection. The points leading up to the
war of 1812 occasioned clippings from various sources, showing
the impressment of our sailors, a cartoon of the embargo act,
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and an iliustrated hand.drawn map of the tbree continents
involved in the great triangular trade of the United Stz.mtes.
Naturally, the greatest point of interest in the war to a Ba..lmmo-
rean was the campaign against Wasbington and Baltimore,
during which our National Anthem was born.. Sev_era.l boys
became especially interested in battleships at thx.s pomt._ One
boy collected pictures of Old Iron sides, battleships used in the
war of 1812, such as the Chesapeake, the Shannon, the Wasp,
atc., some uged in the Civil War, and some in the World War.

A trip to Annapolis, and especially to those rooms of the Naval -

Academy which contain models of American battleships of all
kinds, and all the various flags used in great encounters of the
American Navy, proved tremendously interesting to the boys.
The one flag which gained more comment than auy otkter was
that containing the motto of our navy: “Dop’t give up the
ship”. These were the dying words of Capt. La,w"rence, an'd
were first used by Perry on Liake Erie. Every campaign gf this
war was illustrated by maps drawn by the pupils; the pictures
of Jackson and his campaign at New Orleans, Perry on Lake
Erie, and others, _ . .

An important problem which arises in connection with th‘e
commercial growth of the United States f.rom 1800 to 1860 is
the tariff question. Upon casual uctice, this toplc.would suggest
little possibility of illastration, but here che' pupil turns to the
newspapers and pursues with interest the vital part played by
tariff in the commercial and political world of to-day. These
clippings were frequently incorporated into the note-book of
the pupil, and one person made a chart‘of the three great leaders
on tariff questions, together with their h'omes——Webster, who
was for high tariff ; Calhoun, who was violently opposed ; .rmd
Clay, who made a compromise between the two. I consider
this linking up of past problems With_the’ present through
newspapers atticles a vital point, though it cannot be a spectac-
ular part of the iilustrations in the historyv course.

Perhaps the political growth of the United States offers tk‘w
lizast opportunity for pictorial material. The only possxbll;ty- in
this line, according to the collections made by many pupils,
geemed to be pictures or busts of the Presi‘dents“, and pamphlets
concerning their lives, homes, and admin}stratlons. One' other
possibility is the gathering of cartoons, richly abundant in the
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periodical literature of every Presidential administration. Only
one poster was made on this phase of the question which was
really original—namely, that of two men shaking hands, sup-
posedly representing the *“ Era ot Good Feeling.”

In sharp contrast to this rather sterile subjzct is that of the
territocial growth of the United States. Original maps showing
each acquisition, and pictures of the Mexican war, as usual,
abounded, but certain maps in this connection were of a rather
unusual kind for students to make. One boy took great pains
and much time in creating a relief map giving an accurate con-
ception of the topography, geographic difficulties, and nature
of the land explored by these two dauntless adventurers, Lewis
and Clark. It also furnished the student with some idea of
what the subsequent settler had to expect in the way of possible
occupation, climate, soil, and natural resources of that section in
which he would choose to settle. Another boy showed how the
wave of migration advanced from epach to epoch, putting
tbumb tacks on a map of the United States which were connect-
ed up with different coloared thread, each colour representing the
frontier of civilization at a different date, The same kind
of a map, showing overland trails to the West, followed by
emigrants was made by another boy. Not satisfied with pictures
and maps, the pupils made the subject more vital by actually
constructing a log cabin of the pioneer farmer and the covered
wagon, ‘'ship of the prairie.”” The Boy Scouts of the class
enthusiastically described the half-faced camps used by the early
pioneer, and still employed by these boys in their campings,
The territorial growth of the United States suggesied also the
evolution of our flag in adaption to changing political conditions
and size of our country, Accordingly, a one-time student, who
is now studying at the Maryland Institute, offered to draw the
whole set of flags from the Union Jack to the present day
American flag, making each one about 12 inches in size, in a
waving position. It was really a beautiful piece of art, and was
the most stimulating series of charts in the room. Pupils of
the class had undertaken the same problem previously, but their
accomplishments were decidedly juvenile as compared with the
above set. A third boy brought in a series of these flags done
on felt,
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The fourth and last division of 7A history evoked in 'tbe
pupils the real thrill or our modern life with all.of its scxentl.ﬁc-
ally operated, efficient, time, and energy saving mecba,m_ca.l
devices. Yor the first time, the pupil realizes the ovef‘wbelmlpg
change which the advance of science has wrought in oar life
within the last handred years. This subject called forth the most
active interest which showed itself in collections of all sorts and
immitations of the epoch making discoveries. 'Ifb.e _boys coustruc-
ted everything from a spinning wheel to a dirigible, 1ncl}1dmg
such things as Fulton’s first steamboat, the first locomotive, a
modern steamship, a United States army mail plane, a telephone,
a radio, and a dirigible, Whatever they could not actually make
they drew or secured pictures of, such as a horse car, stage
coach, and a clipper ship. Iunstructive charts show1_ng the
evolution of transportation by land, by sea, and by air were
constructed from collections of pictures, The lives of the
inventors were also reported upon in a few instances. The
evolution of the locomotive from the earliest time to the
present day, and of the United States mail system from the
pony express to the air mail was also eager}y trace.d. The
spinning industry was studied from a chart sbow1.ng the
iraprovement in spinning machinery, step by step. This chart
was provided by a pupil. The same thing was dome in
agricultural machinery and sewing industty. The whole four
parallel movements of the growth of the United State.s bc?tween
1800 and 1860 were very aptly told by one person in pictures
arranged in four columns, one column to each division of the
subject.

From the above fragmentary description, a few possibilities
of utilizing the collective instinct in a history class have
been shown. Perhaps subsequent years, with new experiences,
will open up new avenues of giving expression tc these valuable
instincts more efficiently,

Department of Kindergarten
and Primary Methods

SOME FACTS REVEALED BY SURVEY TESTS
IN ARITHMETIC
Miss MiLprep L, Piegrce, B.A., B.Ep., Jidato, Pakaur

SURVEY tests in arithmetic have revealed a number of the

difficulties and helped in the improvement of the speed and
accuracy with which the children of the Jidato Middle English
School and some of the Pakaur District villages schools can do
problems in the four principles of arithmetic.

Mimeographed copies of the Compass Survey Tests have been
used. The test in addition for the primary classes includes 50
problems for which the children are allowed six minutes, These
problems are graduated in difficulty from the combination of two
numbers under ten to problems in five-column addition of five
addends, The porm for American children at the end of the
second grade is the correct solution of 22 problems in the six
minutes. The accompanying chart shows the results of the first
and second trials of the test by children of both Jidato M. E.
School and two village schools, just before the children bad com-
pleted their second year. About a month elapsed between the
first and second trials at Jidato and about two months between
the two trials of the test in the village schools. Meanwhile, the
classes practiced in order to improve in both speed and accuracy,

Sarvey Test in Addition—Children in Second Class
Norm—=22 problems in six minutes.

Jivato M. E. ScuooL VitLace Scuoor No. 1 | ViLLase Schoor No. 2
Child's “ First Second First  Second First  Second
. Trial Trial No. Trial Trial No. Trial Trial
No. Scor= Score Score J Score

1

1| 25 23 1 19 27
2 . 24 29 2 15 25
3 24 2 3 13 17
4, 23 . 28 4, 11 16
5 1 23 24 5 7 i2
6 22 . 22 6 5 8
7 22 ' 25 7 4 8
8 19 ' 26

9 15 - 25

10 14 | 26

11 12 20

12 10 21

13 9 17
14 4 20
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After the first trial of the test, a study of each paper was
made by both the supervisor and teacher to discover the diffi-
culties. The principal ones were slowness, not following
directions, the zero difficulty and bridging the tens or carrying.
With most of the children especially those in the village schools,
the low scores were due to slowness. They had besen permitted
to use all the time they wished in giving the answer to one
combination. Because of lack of practice some wrote the num-
bers very slowly. Teachers were surprised to discover that
some children did not know what to do when there was a zero
in a problem or when a column totalied more than nine, The
usual response to such a discovery was, “ But I have explained
to the class and they said they understood.” However, the test
papers showed which children had not understood.

Between the two trials of the test in the village schools
there was a Teacher's Institute. Demonstrations were given
showing the teachers how to teach the combinations. There
was a review of the test with a comparison of the results in the
various schools. Special attention was given to the methods to
be used in helping to overcome the chief difficulties.

When the test was given for the second time in the seven
village schools, there was marked improvement in all except one.
Evidently, there had been no practice in this school and very
little effort on the part of the teacher to help the children
improve. Therefore, this school was closed and arrangements
made for the children to attend another school, At Jidato, these
tests have been given in all of the primary classes in the four
principles of arithmetic. Some of the teachers have devised
their own tests as well as games for practice. At the end of the
school year, many of the children in ClassI had reached the norm
established for American children at the end of the first half of
the second year. Children in Class II, who have attained the
norm in addition and subtraction established for American
children at the end of the second grade, are allowed to begin
work in multiplication and division. These tests have helped to
stimulate interest in arithmetic. The children are interested in
their own record of progress which is kept on the blackboard.
Teachers have been helped to discover where their teaching has
failed to get across to the children,

Our Forum

THE USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN
SCHOOLS FOR NON.CHRISTIANS

J. M. Macrig, Pu.D,, 45mer

OME years ago, a writer in the Infernational Review of
Missions deplored the fact that there was an increasing
reluctance to use the Old Testament in schemes of religious
education, especially in schools attended by non-Christians, and
called attention to what be described as the increasing readiness
to adopt teaching confined to the New Testament. Most mis-
slonaries would not be disposed to deplore this fact, but to rejoice
at it. Itis because so many missionaries have concentrated the
thoughts of their pupils on Jesus and Jesus only, in thousands of
mission schools, that our Saviour has been able to make such a
wonderful appeal to the mind of India. The testimony borne by
books like Stanley Jones’ The Christ of the Indian Road would
not have been possible, had missionaries confused the minds of
their pupils with stories drawn from the lives of the heroes and
leaders of Ancient Israel. .
That these stories should be taught in schools for Christian
children is only right and proper. But in schools for non-
Christians, the time at our disposal is too brief for us to teach
anything less urgent than the message of Christ and what He
did for men. A forty minutes period, three days a week, is all
that most of us can secure for religious teaching in High Schools
at least. And even when the pupils are with us during their
whole school course, that time can be fully occupied with the
study of the Four Gospels. There is no need to think it either
necessary or desirable to travel beyond them. It seems very like
blasphemy for anyone to suggest that the Old Testament stories
have a religious appesl to the young mind, which the life and
parables of Jesus do not possess. _
And yet if the books published by the Christian Literature
Society for India, prepared in English by the Rev. A, C. Claytoy
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and since translated into several vernaculars, are used l?y
missionaries to any extent, the cause of Christianity in.India‘ vyxll
suffer acutely. It is necessary to weigh one’s words, in writing
of a man for whose abilities one has 30 muach respgct as Mr.
Clayton; what he does he always does well. Witness, fqr
example, his book on the Rig Veda: but one must deny his
statement that the Graded Bible Lessons, which he has prepared
are Christo-centric. To give half of each school year to Qld
Testament stories, however interesting they may be as gtorles,
and told and commented on with all Mr. Qlayton’s skxl_l, yet
lacking in all reference to Cbrist and His message, is not
Christo-centric. It is self-deception to call them so.

Another criticism which one has to offer on the Graded
Bible Lessons 13 that pupils have no Gospel placed in their hands
till the VIclass, For the preceding years, it is.laid down tbat
the religious teaching shall be oral. Tmagine that rule applied
to Bindi and English, history and arithmetic, and should a
teacher try to ignore this rule, and place at least one G.ospel. in
the hands of his pupils, he finds the greatest difficulty in doing
s0, because the lessons do not keep to one Gospel, but are drawn
now from one book and then from another, Had the half-year
course devotea to New Testament teaching been given up to the
study of any one Gospel, then one would have been gratefcl for
Mr. Clayton’s notes. ~ They are so well don‘e, and teachers recog-
nize that they require just such skilled assistance.

In classes VI, VII and VIIT, Mark, Luke and Matthew are
in these respective years to be in the hands of the scholars.
“ From now on’ we read, ¢ the pupil should make use of the
Gospels,” Think of that! But only selections from these Gospel.s
will be possible in view of the fact that half the year the pupﬂ
will have his attention recalled to the Old Testament except in
the case of the VIIT and X classes, where the lessons are based
on the lives of the Apostles.™

* It should be noted, however, that with reference to the fourth and fifth
year, " the pupils may be encouraged or required to read the portions of Scrip-
ture selected from the Crospel of St. Mark or from the Acts of the Apostles
respectively,”” Dut it is only sometimes that the lessons are chosen from Mark's

Gospel : while in the V class the New Testament lessons are drawn, not from the ‘

Gospel, but from the Acts only.
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From class VI, onwards, we have to assume that the whole
Bible will have to be in the hands of all the pupils. The
Old Testament lessons range froro Genesis to Malachi and even
spread over into the books of the Maccabees, This, however, is
no compensation for the fact that the pupils are deprived of it,
in their earlier years, while two other facts are forgotten, first
that especially in village schools, for which this scheme is also
prescribed, it will not be easy to persunde many of the pupils to
purchase a whole Bible, and secondly that by the time the more
advanced classes are reached many of the boys have left school
and gone to work.

The writer had recently the unfortunate experience of being
in a Mission school where Clayton’s text.books are used. In
every class it was the Old Testament lessons that were being
taught, He cannot describe the feelings of distress and amaze-
ment that filled his heart, as he asked how any missionary
should surrender so easily such a blessed opportunity of driving
home the message of Christ. We have this opportunity given to
us by GGod.  We should be telling about Jesus all the time, and
we cannot be excused if we are content with any teaching but
the highest,

May we not appeal to the Christian Literature Soctety for
India to scrap their Graded Bible Lessons and use Mr., Clayton’s
great abilities to prepare a scheme that will confine itself to the
Life of Christ on the understanding that the instruction given
in classes I and TI will be oral, but that from class III upwards
a Gospel will be in the hands of every pupil.

It is sheer nonsense for anyone to say, as hasbeen said, th at
¢ there are less than 100 stories in the Bible that meet the demands
of the immature mind and three-fourths of them occur in the
Old Testament " or that * while the finest stories are stories of
Peter and Paul, and most of all, of the Lord, if we count them
up, bow far do they go, on the basis of a new story a week for
four years.” Ts there any reason in the world why we should
read and teach the parable of the Prodigal Son only once in four
years ? Is there any reason in the world why we should recall
the minds of our pupils only once in four years to the story of
the Cross ? )

More than 20 years ago, two of my colleagues prepared g
scheme of oral instruction for the junior classes in Mijssion
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schools. [In that scheme there are 59 separate lessons. Nine of
them deal with religion in general. They treat of God's work
in Creation and Providence : illustrated by stories drawn from.
the Bible and elsewhere, But the 50 other lessons deal exclu-
sively with thelife of Jesus, And I have never felt that the pupils
in these junior classes suffered in any way, because they heard
an old story retold.

And the same is true of the more advanced classes. If
classes IIT, IV and V read Mark, Matthew and Luke in rotation,
what harm will accrueif classes VI, VII, and VIII read them over
again? In classes IX and X, John's Gospel can be read with very
gfeat and special advantage by both Hindus and Mohammedans,
while if a teacher wishes to give diversity to his message, there
are admirable books like The King of Truth and The Master
Man, both published by the C. L. S.

Some months ago a writer in the British Weekly deploring
the fact that teachers in English schools at home *“ waste much
of the brief irrevocable time of childhood,” when they fail to use
“every moment to drive home the ruling ideas of the New
TTestament,” contrasted with cur methods, the intensive concen-
teated teaching of Bolshevism by the Soviet Government 1m
Russia, while the Dambeth Conference of 1930 employed these
wise words : « People must school their conceptions of God ng\t
in accordance with the parts of the Old Testament, but in
accordance with the mind of Christ.” :

That is my objection to the Graded Bible Lessons prepare
by the Christian Literature Society. They are not sufficiently
Christian. These lessons, if largely used, will harm, not help
the cause of missions, just because they lack the iniensive con-
centrated teaching of Christ’s Gospel, which we ought to give,
if we wounld be true to the purpose for which we carry on our
schools. I write as I have dons, in the interest of evangelical
teaching. I am actuated by no Higher Criticism prejudices.
Next to the New Testament, the Old Testament is the greatest
revelation of God ever given to man.

[

-
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We are printing Dr. Macfie’s article which appeared in
The United Church Review for March, 1931, recognising that it
bears upon a matter of considerable importance to all engaged
in Christian Education in India, where a majority of the students
are non-Christian. The article referred to was submitted to an
authority in Religious Education, with several years of experience
in India; and has elicited the following opinion, which we wish
to share with our readers ; and will be glad to know how far they
agree with both statements,

‘I have read the article and agree with the writer, that the
main objective in the religious teaching in our Schools demands
that the Gospels be ceniral in our Scripture-teaching. Assuming
that children of non-Christian parents have less background for
understanding the Christian outlook on life than have children
of Christian pareuts, an assumption not always warranted by the
facts, it would seem that it might be advisable to limit the
Seripture-teaching given to non-Christians almost to New
Testament materials, especially the Gospels. It is certainly
true, that much of the Old Testament could not, with value, be
taught to children of either the Christian or non-Christian
communities. It seems to me the article does not, however,
sufficiently take account of what, T would judge, is even more
central in the religious objectives of our Schools than Scripture
teaching of any kind, in itself, which is, T believe, the transfor-
mation of life and character through the Spirit of Christ. This
i1s more than verbal teaching of Scripture, and might not be
best accomplished by any seriatim-teaching of Books of either
the New Testament or Old, as such. I believe there is a place
for such teaching, but not necessarily in the Elementary School.
One would like to see a Curriculum of Religious Teaching
planned to meet the special needs of children of non-Christians
in our Christian Schools, placing the emphasis not on a mastery
of the contents of specific “ Books,” but on an understanding of
Jesus and His way of life, such as would challenge the student to
an enlistment in that Way in the special circumstances of his
own environment. This being the core of the Curriculum, only
so much of the Old Testament would find a place in it as would
illustrate the implications of it, or give background for an
understanding of the Central Life, or be of service in expressing
the attitudes which it would develop, as, for instance, in the
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matter of wership, Clayton’s Bible Lessons, do not, of course,
represent such a curriculum. One would not like to go so far as
to say, however, that * These lessons, if largely used, will harm,
not ixelp, the cause of missions.” They may well serve, in the
writer’s opinion, as a useful present outline, with such omissions
as may seem desirable to those conducting the classes. But one
welcomes the calling of attention to the need for a thoughtful
consideration of the relative importance of the Old and New
Testaments in the religious education programme of the schools;
and the need of a special study of the special needs of non-
Christians in this respect.”

The Editors, Christian Education.

STUDENT SELF-GOVERNMENT IN USHAGRAM
Mgs. Irexe H. Winniaums, M.A.

What do we expect of girls coming out of our modern
schools ? We expect them to be able to think for themselves, to
make decisiors of their own which are intelligent and well
thoucht out, and to be independent and self-reliant. India no
morer-’ wants to produce in her schools machines who can work
but who have no minds of their own—parrots who can only
repeat word for word what they have been taught to say. India
wants thinking human beings—thinking women who are capable
of taking their rightful place in society. .

If we are, then, to guide and develop independent thinking
girls instead of to train parrots, we must look to our educatignal
opportunities. No girl will learn to be independent, self-.rellant
and capable of controlling her own actions as well as d01t'1g.her
share in the government of the group, by being told about it in a
class-room by a teacher sitting behind a desk. ‘We know now,
that learning takes place best when it comes about ip a n-antural
way, and is practised over and over again to the satisfaction of
the one learning. The best laboratory for practising self-govern-
ment in Ushagram we have found to be the out-of-class activities,
where the situation is natural and not too much teacher-

controlled,
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Ushagram is a village of boys and gixls and teachers, living
in family groups in simple homes. This paper has only to do
with the girls’ section of the village. Ushagram girls do not
live in hostels controlled by a matron who makes all decisions
for them. but in little apartments of their own where every girl
must learn how to govern herself and how to take part in the
government of the whole village. Mistakes are made of course,
but mistakes provide the best learning situations. Each house
has a Head Girl or Boro Dee, elected from the girls of that
house by the girls of that house. She has for her assistant a
Second Girl or Chhota Dee, also elected by the house of girls,
Upon these two girls rests the responsibility of seeing that
everything in the house goes smootbly, efficiently and without
friction. This is no small job, and several Boro Dees have given
it up as too difficult for them, Just asa mother cares for her
home, so these girls care for their homes. There are no
servants, so all the work of the homes has to be done by the
girls.

Many of the most fundamental ideas of self-government are
learned by the girls in their home life in Ushagram. They learn
that they must follow the girl whom they have chosen as their
leader—that they must trust her and do as she says if the work
is to go smoothly. They learn that selfishness cannct be toler.
ated in any self-government—that the good of all must be
thought of instead of the inierests of one or two individuals, and
that the rights of little girls and weaker girls have to be
considered also. They learn that no girl can be a law unto her-
gself—that everyone must sacrifice somewhat for the good of the
group as a whole.

At the beginning of each year, all the girls of the village
meet together and vote by ballot for the girl who, for the following
year, is to be the Village Head Girl or Morol. This is a position
that carries much responsibility and work as well as honour. Tt
is a position, too, which perhaps more than any other office in
the village, develops certain characteristics very desirable for
girls. Our girls, who have been Morols in the past, have
wonderfully developed during the year of their office, in qualities
of leadership, in dignity and in poise. Upon the Morol rests
the responsibility of seeing that everything in the village runs
smoothly, efficiently and bappily.

1863—8
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Once a week the village Panchayat meets. This is presided
over by the Morol and is made up of tl:e.Bo.ro Dee and Chhota
Dee from each house, tsvo teachers, the Principal and the Ho§tel
Supetintendeni, A secretary is elected fFom among the glﬂ;
and she keeps a careful record of the business tga.n.sacted, smh
reads the report of the last meeting at the beginning of eac
meeting. . .

Betore the Panchayat come all affatrs ’of the village ?vhlch
need to be discussed. All matters of disciphne are dealt v‘mh by
the Panchayat. It has been inferesting to w§tch in the
Panchayat the development of a sense of the rlghp sort oi
punishment to mete out. At fivet, they wanted to pupish out 0
all proportion to the size of the oﬁgnce, and to give punishments
which had no relation whatever with the f)ﬁ’ence. But after a
great deal of practice with dealing out punishments, and a great
deal of discussionp as to fitting punishwents, the Pm:c.hayat can
now be trusted to arrive at a fair solution in & short time.

One day: two gitls were brought before the Panchayat f_or
quarrelling. The members of the fmzchayqt wrote d_own a list
of seventeen punishments which wight be given, varying all the
way [rom ignosing the misdeed gltogether to expulsion from
gchool or cutting off the girls’ ha}r. Then they wept through
the list rejecting some as tco drastic, some as too lement', others
as being irrelevant, antil they finally a.mv'ed ab one which was
fitting. In this particular case, the punishment agreed upon
was the taking away from the gixls of the pr}wlege of attending
any pleasure {unction for t.wo.weeks. As it was the fo'otba,ll
geason and this involved missing a good many games in the
boys’ village, that punishment hurt.

Just before Chrisimas, the Morol of the Boys’ village sent
word to the Morol of the girls’ village t,hat' the case oi‘a s'n?:m
boy who togk leave without permissism while he was still living
in the gitls’ village, must be dealt with. The Morol prfasgnted
the matter to the Panchayat in a very clear way, closTng her
remarks with the suggestion that since the boy_hked hig leave
a0 well, that his Christmas leave he taken from,l?lm. One of the
Panchayat members thought a better suggestion would be to
make bim pay s fine, but the Cashier of the ‘Ba.nk (who was 8
member of tbe Panchayat) spoke up and said that hq-{already

G
!
»

i
‘

I

OUR FORUM 961

had a big debt in his account, and that the first money he earned
would have to go toward this debt, Another girl suggested, that
he be given a very distasteful work to do. But, after further
discussion it was decided to take away his Christmas Jeave.

It was very difficult at first for the Panchayat to establish
its authority. Girls laughed when the threat was made that
they would be reported to the Panchaya# if certain things
continued. But now the Panchayat has won out and girls have
learned that its word must be respected.

A few months ago, there were three girls who were
repeatedly complained against by their Boro Dees for refusing
to do the work of the house assigned to them, Twice they were
called before the Pancliayut and told that they must do their
share of the work in the home, and still they persisted, Finally,
the Panchayat decided that they must be severely dealt with,
After work one day, all the girls of the village were called to-
gether in a meeting over which the Morol presided, with the
Panchayat sitting in the front, 'The Morol in a very clear
speech explained what these girls were guilty of, and that since
they had refused to abide by the rules of the village, the Pan-
chayat had decided that they should not live in the village. A
separate bouse had been arranged at one side of the village, and
in this the girls were to live. All other girls were to treat them
just as though they were not in the village. No ome would
talk with them, play with them, or mix with them at all. If, at
the end of a week of being ostracised, these girls should come
before this meeting and promise to do their share of the Sweep-
ing, cooking and other home duties, then they would be re-
admitted into the village in good standing, The Panchayat saw
that the punishment was carried out. It produced the desired

effect; and since that time there has been a real respect for the
word of the Panchayad.

Sometimes, the girls of a house complain against their Boro
Dee. A few weeks ago all the girls of one house came to the
Panchayat and demanded that their Boro Dee be changed,
because she did not treat them fairly. The Panchayat hesi-
tates to change a Boro Dee without rveal cause, so they decided
that the Morol should live in that particular house for the next
week and at the following Panchayat meeting make a report, At
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the next meeting, the Morol stated that she had carefully studied
the situation, and had decided that the Boro Dee of that house
did not treat her girls justly and that she should be changed. The
remarkable thing in this case was the fact, that the Morol and the
Boro Dee in question were close personal friends.

While the best laboratory for practising self-government
is in the out-of-clags activities, it is far from impossible in the
class-room. In our Ushagram Girls’ School, we are trying to make
the girls of a class feel that the class and the government of the
class is in their hands., In the first place, we are trying to make
the class-room as informal as possible, and trying to make the
class-room less like a jail and more like a home. Teachers and
pupils, for instance, sit in informal groups on mats on the floor
for discussion and recitation. A teacher behind a desk in front
of the room cannot but dominate the situation. We as teachers

try to become a part of the group in the class-room all working -

together on a problem. We try to set big goals or projects for
the class as a group with the teacher, to work towards. If a
child disturbs the class, we try to bring about such a situation
that the girl will feel that the class as & whole disapproves of
her action, rather than the teacher alone. If a girl is slow in
her work, she is made to feel the disapproval of the whole group
because its work isheld back. Group meetings of the classes are
held now and again to discuss problems that arise and the class
as & whole deals with the problem.

In trying to establish self-government in a school the most
discouraging feature is the feeling, that work would be accom-
plished much faster if one arbitrarily made all the decisions and
the girls were made to fall in line without questioning why. Bat
if one is really interested in the Character training of girls, be sees
the fallacy in this approach. The time soon comes, when there
is no teacher in the girl’s environment to do her thinking for her,
If she bas been unfortunate enough to have never been allowed
to think for herself, then she will have a hard time. On the
other hand, if she has practised some of the rudiments of self-
government; she is equipped to control her own actions and to
be an intelligent member of any gronp. :

faper read at the Bengal Women's Education Conference, Calcutta.
February 20. .
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CHOOSING GIRLS FOR LEADERSHIP
Miss N. M. West, B.A., Budaun, U.P.

There are three pertinent questions which come up in
connection with sixth class. A Principal of a High School for
girls made the remark once, that all but a very few girls in
the ninth and tenth classes received Anjaman-i-kamyabi (Success
Society) buttons. These girls who can do upper class work are
those who have been successful in the lower classes. Those
who have failed often in lower classes have dropped out some-
where along the line before they arrive at the tenth class. An
English education opens the avenue to leadership in nursing,
teaching, and medical work. It is from these, that we have
a right to expect persons who caa take responsibility. We
should, therefore, send all those who can do the work, and.
refuse to help those wham we feel cannot do the full course.

One of my questlons is, “How are we to determine what
girls we shall help in higher education ; and in what institutions

shall we help the girl 2"’

I bave used nine factors for three years to determine who
shall go and where she shall go. These are :

1. Age
2. Number of years in school.

3. Classes in which she has failed.

4. Intelligence score in comparison with what she should.
have made at her age.

5. Quality of her English.

6. Past two or three years’ health record.
7. Discipline—both class and hostel,

8. Teacher's opinion of her work.

9. Parents’ financial position.
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The age isn't very determining. If she has failed many
times she is old enough to be married, probably, and we
needn’t worry about her. The number of years in school and the
number of classes in which she failed highly correlate. Some
Principals believe and a few still act on that belief, that all girls
must spend two years in A class. A failure in lower classes is
not in my opinion, as vital as a failure in higher classes. She
may have been under age when she entered. If the failure is
caused by illness, it should be marked in the register and not
count against her ability. If the failure occurs the first year
after she has studied at home, it may be poor foundation. If in
fourth or fifth, the beginning of adolesence. The hostel manager
should protect against this. If the girl is able there will mot
be failure at any of these stages.

The intelligence score in comparison with what she shounld
have had at her age is a big point. The low scored girls should
be tested again. (See article in Christian Education, * Helps
in 8chool Administration received from Intelligence Tests .)*
This usually correlates with her age, number of years in school,
and failures. It is not always that four agree and when they do
not, I should like to urge that the intelligence score and the
failures be given greater weight, and of these two, the intelligence
score, if you can check on correct age.

The quality of English she uses in a class composition should
most certainly determine, whether it is to be an English educa-
tion or a Vernacular one. Unless her English is rather good,
she should not be sent nor recommended for an English High
School.

The past two or three years’ health record should be con-
sidered, also. If a girl is underweight or has physical handicaps,
neither of which she can overcome, she shounld not be considered
for further education at -Mission expense. II underweight
but gaining, and if she responds to treatment, or the physical
handicaps have had medical attention, other things being equal
1 should consider her as a good risk,

It a girl works hard for all she gets, a carefu] selection of
school should be made. This point usually correlates highly

—

* Third Quarter, 1930, page 240,
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wit'h h(?r intelligence score and failures, I have known cases, in
which it did not correlate with the number of failures.

Parénts’ financial condition should certainly be considered,
W!Jeg we choose the girls to be helped from school funds. That
will include family income and the number of mouths to be fed.

I feel tha.t‘ the family ought to help to some extent in any
case,

The last of the nine points is discipline. That includes
character. It should include not only the last year when the
girl is living in hopes of being sent on, but should cover a period

of several years in class and hostel. Character should cut across
all other considerations.

I should like some expression of opinion as to the percentage
of each class, who are to be helped from school funds and the
number of these to be sent for English High School. If we are
to build up Indian leadership we should go about it in g
systematic way, so as to prevent as much waste as possible ; and

only give those, who have in them the making of leaders,
an opportunity,

One High School Principal made this remark in my hearing,
‘ Some managers send a large proportion of the girls who pass,
and some send none to High School.” Some of the girls from
the large proportion are failures; and it is hardly possible, that
when the no-send manager goes to a school, that all the girls
become non-leader material,

My questions are :
1. What percentage of each class is to be helped ?

2. How are we to determine the girls to be chogen ? '

3. What percentage are to be sent foran English education?

All the points on which I have marked my girls are objective,
except one, that is, *“Is the work hard for the girl?” Tha ig a
matter of opinion and can be checked by other points,



Here is the information for the fourteen girls I sent up for examination in 1930 and 1931.
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REMARKS

In the United Provinces the classes are styled, A, B, I, II,
111, 1V, etc.

No. 5 failed in V class because of illness. She is ranking
high in High School, 9th out of 41, -

No. 12 may not be 19 years old ; and so she may not be
required to make that score for intelligence, but something
lowet.

In the column headed intelligence, the first number indicates
her score and the second the average for a girl of that age.

Most of the girls in the last class failed in V class. The
teacher’s illness for monihs and lack of interest, when she was
at work, explains that large percentage of failures.

No. 11 read at home for A and B classes.

Note the number of failures in IV and V classes, which
should be prevented, somehow.



News and Notes

Field and Other Notes
4 Receipt for a Good Black-Board Paint

Mr. Abdur Rahim, formerly of Narsinghpur, but now, at the Hardwicke
Boys' Hostel, connected with the Union Chriatian High School, Jubbulpore,
writes :

Miss E. L. Whiting once published the following in The Indian
Witness :

“To 4 seers of coal tar add one bottle of turpentine and one bottle
of methylated spirits and about 1} seers of Kankar dust. The original
receipt calls for ground glags bat where Kankar is to be had, I think it
wore satisfactory, I do not koow the quantity of glass that would be
needed .

We found this excellent and prefer ib to prepared paints fora plastered
wall. In sddition to Kankar dust we added a little quantity of iron Blings.
This gave roughness o the board. If coal tar is more in proportion the
result was not satisfactory; bub it became go, by adding more wmethylated
spirits and turpentine.

How to make a Hectograph

Quotation from a Tex§ on Rural School Maoagement by Ina G. Barnes.
Macmillan Company, N. Y.

Put two ounces of clear gelatin in the inner part of a double boiler,
cover with water, and let it stand overnight, Next morning set the vessel
containing the gelatin in apother containing water, and put on the fire.
When the gelatin has dissolved, add slowly twelve ounces of glycerine and
cook for fifteen or twenty minutes after the last of the glycerine has
been dropped into the gelatio. Pour the wmixture ioto a shallow cake
pan which measures at least nine by twelve inches. Frick any bubbles
with a pio, remove any foam by passing the edge of a sheet of writing
paper over the surface, and seb on a level place to cool and harden.

This hectograph can be melted again whensver the surface becomes
rough. It shonld be cleaned after i is used, with a soft cloth wet with
fairly hot water, and should be covered, when not in use, to protect the
gurlace from dust. Hectograph ink is needed to make the best possible
copies. Use & stub pen for your original copy. See that every stroke
leaves a metallic lustre when dry. Having made your copy, leb it dry,
then press it down on the surface of the hectograph. Leave it there
from one to five minutes, then gently peel off the .paper. You will find
your writing and drawing tranaferred to the hectograph and, by pressing

clean sheeta of paper or cardboard even on the surface, you can take

off many copies i a shord time,
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A Travelling Oral Hygienist

Annual examinations of the pupils in mission boarding achoole have
revealed the fact that the incidence of ineipient pyorrhoea is fairly high—
ranging from 20 to 45 per cen$, Caries or dental decay does of course exist,
but on the whole the percentage seems fo be definitely lower than in
approximately similar groups in the West.

Last year—partly as ap experiment—a young man trained in the clean-
ing, extracting and filling of teeth made a ton: of the boarding schools of the
North Indin, American Presbyterian Mission. He did a number of fillings
and extractions, but the bulk of his work consisted in thoroughly cleaning the
teeth of all $he pupils and teachers in each school. Then, tco, he sold a large
pumber of tooth-brushes and a large amount of tooth.powder from the stock
he carried with him. Judging by the letters received from the managers of
the schoola he visited his efforts were appreciated by all concerned.

The purpose is to extend this service to the schools of other missiens
whose munagers would care to avail themselves of it. The plan is to make
out—it the demand warrants—three or four itineraries for the dental
agsistant or oral hygienist, and any school manager asking for his services
will be expected to pay s certain proportion of his railway fare, ten rupees
per hundred mouths attended to, and to provide the worker with foed from
the school kitchen, Any ore who is interested in having his or her school
included on one cf these itineraries is ascked to correspond with Dr. D. N.
Forman, Jumna Dispensary, Allahabad City.

Septic Tanks

Mrs. A. H. Holland, Jagdalpur, Bastar State, C. P. writes as follows :—

The article on Septic Tanks in the Second Quarber number of Christian
Education leads me to send you a bit of recent experience.

We have a large septic tank of three chambers providing for over 100
girle in the School here, which has given satisfactory service for nearly five
years. Some months ago, we discovered seepage through the wall at the
surface of bhe earth, (several feet of the tank are under-ground.) Attempts
at repairs have uncovered o serious condition in which seepage has caused
disintegration of the bricks of the thick wall. Evidently the cement plaster
lining of the chamber has broken down. We have not yet controlled the
situation bub are working oo it.

In the light of this experience we would advise conerete walls or a thick
layer of concrete on the inside of the wall if possible, or at least & thick layer
of cerent plaster for the lining,

Since septic tanks are more or less in an experimental stage in India, 1
thought we should share this experience with those who are building, tbem
or making investigations concerning them,
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ADeveloping a Project Curriculum for Village Schools
o in India

. Association Press 5, Russell Street, Calcutta, Wifliam
J. McKee, Ph.D. p. 435 with Index. Paper Rs. 2.8. Cloth

Rs. 4.

o Dr. McKae, formerly of the Training School for Village Teachers, Mc?ga,
Punjab, needs no introduction to Indian readers. This volume isa detailed
elaboration of his adaptation of the Prcject method to Indian I?eeds,
inaugurated at Moga; and since his departure, so succsssfully continued
and advanced by Mr. and Mrs. Harper,

The book consists of tour parts, all having reference to the main aim,
a suitable curriculum for village schools in this sountry.
Part I, A Review of Educhtion in India and in the Punjab particularly ;
» 1L Presest day Educational Problems;
s, LTIL, Social Analysis of Village Life:
,» IV. Modarn Social and Educational 1deals.

Incidentally, these chapters have largs value bec;}use of their contri?u.
ting light on ancient and pre-British Indian education ani the sulceeed}ng
progress under British rule. This is algo ﬁrue. of the .chaphe'x‘ dealing with
the social analysis of village life, regarding whxch. an 1acreasing number of
investigabions, notably wissionary, are now appearing,

Yet, affer all, Indian readers will quickly 'tum to thel s_umz.nary of
Dr. McKee's recommendations for & project cux:nculum-. 11‘.!115 1z discossed
under such headings as Initial considerations; Alms; Acbxwtxes‘; Class.room
environuent and Procedure; Subject.matter ; Testing of ]eurmng' Out.oome-g
and Suvggestions for a Graded method of Procedure. l?r.‘Mchee, in hig
considered conclusions, discloses himself to be_au e‘x"olutlt?mst rather lt.ha,n
a revolabionary in educational procedure. With tbxs_ attitude, Yve belisve
a iarge number of our readers will agree. “What is needed is gradual
adjustment, s0 that pupils, teachers, head-masters az‘ld parz‘ante may f;ee
the values of such education; may understand somebhm.g ‘o.f‘xts.underlyl'ng
principles and may realise their privileges and responsibilities in carryu?g
it out in the class-room.” FExperimentation, not only at Moga butb in

many parts of India, discloses the fact, that there i§ much of lfeal va!ue .
in the Project method; and this volume will be of great service in helpmg

to give practical direction to the experimentation.
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Dr. McKee ig a wholehearted enthusiast of the teachings and philosophy
of the modern school, represented by Dewey, EKilpatrick, Thorndike aud
Bonser of Teachers' College, Columbia University, New York City. In go
far, as this rejects formalism and makes for reality and practicality it is
certainly admirable, Experience, however, is showing that to the degree
this philosophy of education expresses itself in the Project Method, it
requires supplementation. While jtg best results in India have been

trained in the method; no outstanding experimentation has been made in
8chools beyond that level, Without a curvicalum worked out for the
Middle school, as Dr, McKee has worked out in thig volume for the Village
school—chiefly Primary—it is a very debatable question whether in Middle
schools in India, the Project Method can carry the whole burden of
instruction. Is it not too slow, limited in itg range, unsystematic and
generally dislocating to the regular requirements of the Lducational Code ?
Unforfunately, the Educational Code gives no indication of abdication,
The Project Method in its relation to the Middle school still awaits
& currjculum and its explorer., ’

For this reason, we think Dr, McKee's fuggestion for a gradual
introduction of the Project curricufum by setbing aparb a class period of
the daily Time-table, in which pupils may put forward the ways in which
they should most like to spend the time in creative group achivities, to be
very worthwhile, even in the Middle school.

The difficulty of any Project curviculum is in jis every day practice
rather than in its theory ; and while the theory and the rractice are valuahle
4s means, to avoid disappointmenst, the feacher trained in the method
is absolutely essential. That brings us to the crux of the whole matter—
the Teacher. FEvery teacher interested in hig profession ought to gecure
Dr. MeKes’s book, which in its paper edition ought to be within the means
of all who read English,

* * ™ »

Magic Music, and Other Tales to Children.—~Mary
Kilpatrick Berg. Cloth p. 160. 3s/6.

This is the first British edition of the bogk styled ** Story sermong
for Junior Congregations ” in America, The writer has a bappy faculty
in applying her stories, which are an admirable selection free from the
hackneyed type, to the spiritual need and desires of Yyoung people of to-day.
Sach a book ought to afford large suggestion and belp to all interested
in making the Worship service interesting and stimulating,

4 * » .
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The Church School in Action

The Abingdon Press, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York
City, Arthur Kendall Getman. Cloth p.178. $1.50.

A book which is the outcome of practical experience and programme in
the conduct of what, in America, is being called The Church Scheol. It has
been written by & Layman, greatly interested in work among ycung people ;
but one who brings to his task an evidently well-furnished mind in respect to
the philosophy and methods of modern education.

The chapter titles are very suggestive and attractive, such as. Helping
Youth solve their Problems; On Nature; How we Learn ; Jesus the Master
Teacher; How shall we teach the Bible, etc.

In a very sane practical way, this book deals with vital aspects of
Christian Education as conducted in a progressive Sunday School, that is
secking to develop the idea of Christian living as ite main emphasis and

expression.
C. B. HiLL,

* L] » »

This New Education.—Herman Harrell Horne, Ph.D.
p. 280. £2.50.

Dr. Horne is unable to accept without reservations the theories expound-
ed by the proponents of the new Education, who maintain that education is
the re-construction or transformstion of experience enriching its present
content and directing ifs subsequent course. He misses in this conception,
firsb of all, the set of standards by which experience is to be re-constructed
and, secondly. he misses the fact that all educative experiences are personal in
character. ‘ The person is the self-conscious unity and center of experience.
The new education is in danger of gaining experience and losing personaliby.
To loge the sense of the fact and value of -personslity is the triomph of
naturalism and the defeat of idealistu. The defeat of idealism it real, means
cosmic tragedy, since man, who thought himself to be a substantial character,
would end by being a part of the passing scenery.”” For the reasons leading
to these conclusions, the reader must read Dr. Horne's arguments, which will
amply repay him, particularly if he is of a philosophic mind.

One chapter is given to the limitaiions of Dr. Dewey’s educativnal
philosophy, being a paper presented at the New York meeting of the
American Philesophical Association, 1929. De. Horne’s criticisms, however
much one may differ from him, are always scholarly and courteous. While
he is far frow being a conservative or reactionary thinker. he is, nevertheless,
a sturdy contestant for the conservation of values; values which have proved
to be of value in the past and which, in a time of change, arein danger of
being overlooked. The thread of philosophy which runs through all the
discussion is that of personal idealism.

C, B, Hiup.
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Home Science

Christian Literature Society, Madras, Wyckoff and
Marshall. Paper p. 304. Index Re, 1.4.0,

This very valusble book of 16 chapters compiled in four parts pamed
Nutribion; Child Welfare; Sanitation Health and Homse Nursing; Home
Economics has been written by Miss C, C. Wyckofl, until recently Principal
of the Sherman Memorial Girls’ High School, Chittoor, and Miss T, Marshall,
Dietitian, Missionary Hospital and Medical ¥cncol for Women, Vellore.

The authors hold to the principle of Icarning by doing, advocating that
as much time should be spent in the Kitchen, Laboratory, school Dispensary,
Baby Welcome or the Poulbry yard as in a clags-room study, theorising about
such places. To this end, suggestions for practical work, assignents and
questions accompany the text,

Lt..Col. MecCarrison, the author of the booklet Food, has given his
personal approval to the section on Nutrition; and permitted the extenzive
usa of his charts, tables and pictures, illustrating his research work in this
subject.

While * Home Science > has been prepared with a view to its use in High
Schools for Girls in the Madras Presidency, it has great usefulness, in our
opinion, for all Girls’ schools throughout India, where English is read. We
trust thut the book will be available before long in the principal vermaculars

of the country. c
OLLIS SAYa

hd * * -

Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd.,

Hornby Road, Bombay
A L. Brigilt Story Readers, Grade I
The Fairy Pattern Maker .« Amy Woodward, 24 annas
The Pot of Goll, ete. <« B.Hunt, .
Peter and the Princess +« B. Hunt, "

A, L. Bright Story Readers, Grade 11

The King's Garden ... .. D. B, Dinsdale, 3 annas
The Chiming Watch ’ o Amy Woodward,

A. L, Bright Story Readers, Grade III

The Windmill on the Hill Amy Woodward, 4 annas
Shirley s ... C. Bronte, 6y

This fine series, in excellent type, makes splendid supplementary reading
in all Anglo-Vernacular schools. They are well within the financial ability of
all class and school libraries, which seek to stimulate wholesome reading,



a4 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The Adventures of Haji Baba of Ispahan.—Jjames
Morier. Introduction and Notes by J. S. Armour, M.A.
Board, p. 153. 1llustrated, 12 annas.

An abridged edition of Morier's great story; and is sure to be a much
read book in the school libraries of India,

Practical Elementary Science without a Laboratory.—
Book lII. Dora Hussey. Paper, p. 94. 10 annas.

This is the tbird of a series, which has been previously noficed in‘ this
department, Miss Hussey, formerly Inspectress of Schools,.Ceylon, pe}xeves
that elementary science can be made helpful and Po[mlar without lf?.bomtoxiy
demonstration, The text ia written in clear and .sunplc st)"le ; and is greai;'y
enhanced by explanatory diagrams and approprmt? exercises. Tbls partic.
ular book deals with Gravity, Light, Sound, Electricity, Carbon, Efec.

How to teach ldeals

The Oxworth Book Service, Mussoorie, U..P. W. W,
Charters, Ph.D., Abridged and adapted to India b{r{ Ell.i
King, M.A. p.277. Index. Paper, 13 annas ; Board, Re. 1/3,
Clost:hgrleli. has been the welcome accorded fo .tbe first edition, that
Mr. King has been encouraged to issue a second, xjex"lsed anq enlatlged.d From
point ¢f view of workmanship and printer’s craf?, it is & considerable a vx:x;ce
over the first edition. But this is not its only 1mp‘rovemel§t, for th; au o;
of the abridged edition has profited from the expenence'ga.med by the uae'o
the book in Indian-schools ; and has iucorporabgd all this in the second 2:111‘;.
ion, notably in a stimulating and helpful appendiz. All schools and teachers

intent on Character.-building should possess a copy. COLLIS SAYA.

Religion and Conduct

Betts, Eiselen, Coe, The Abingdon Press, 1930, Cloth
p. 288 Index.

When Dy, Befts was in India during this last winter, he told us about a
conference held at Notthwestern University, November 15-16, 1929: to
discuss the place of religion in shaping cf)nducf,. At so.me p_revxous
conferences, people had been afraid of causing‘dxssensxons by discussing any
such topic, but fer this conference it was decided 1'30 announce clearly at the
outset, thab such was to be the main theme. I.n'vxta.tlons were sen? ?ut to
specialists only, leaders in education, and "rellglo’us edugeation, m-x?lstc.ars,
“and graduate students in religious education at Northwestern Unnex:smy;
Adinission to most of the sessions was by ticket m.]ly', because of the desnje](])
the managing comnmittee to keep the attendance limited fo people especially

&)
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qualified to take part in the discussions, They really expected 200 people;
and, much to their amazement, 600 arrived, some coming from points ag far
away as the South East, and the Pacific Coast, and all paying their own
expenses, In Dr. Betts' own opinion, it was a most stimulating and worth-
while conference, not so much for its own positive conclusions, butpnrticular]y

because of the way in which it suggested new lines of experiment and
thought.

The book, * Religion and Conduct” is a report of the papers and forum
discussions of the confererce. Glancing through the programme of the
conference, one is struck by the list of people important in their own
profession—all of them professions dealing with human betterment.

Prof, Eiselen ... Garrett Biblical Institute,
» DBetts ... Northwestern University,
y» Freeman -« University of Ghicago.
Dr.  Tuttle «e First M, E. Church Evanston,
Prof. Davig «« Yale University,
» DBower -« University of Chicago.
w Wieman s« University of Chicago,
Dr. Coe «+. Forwerly of Cnion Thaeological Seminary,
Prea. Eina Dean Baker. Nat'l Kindergarten and Elementary College,
Prof. Scott - Northwestern University.
. Mecklin ... Dartmouth College.
Dr. Wm. 8. Sadler ... Director, Chicago Institute, Research Diagnosis.
Prof. Todd - Northwesteru University.
Dr. Ruth Cavan ... Research Sec'y, Religious.
Prof. Btevens «» Northwestern University.
y» Jessie Charters ... Ohio State University,
Dean Yoakum - University of Michigan.
Dr. Vieth ... Director of Research, Inlernational Council Relig
ious Edueation,
Supdt. Clerk - New Frier High School,
Prof. Rugh «.. University of California
Mr, Artman <o Gen. Bec'y, Religious Educational Association,
Dr. Hutchinson ... Editor, Christian Century.

The broad divisions of the general topic are
I. Religion as Motive in Conduct.
II. Personal and Institutional Aspecta of Religion.
III. Influence of Social Environment on Conduct.
IV. Therapeutic Value of Religion.
V. Research in the Dynamics of Religion.
VI. Strength and Weakness of & Program { Character Education that
omits Religion,
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-~ Our High Calling of God.

Mgrs. RoBerT FAIRBANK. M.A., Vadala.

l\IORE AND BETTER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND CHARACTER
TRAINING is a slogan tliat is, to-day, being heralded forth as

a challenge to all Mission bodies. * India is on the march,” and
Missions must be apace if we are to be of true service in this
land of present aspirations, Turning ouar faces away from
“\What might have been done,” and stretching forward to what
¢ can be dome,”” we must, in future, seek to fulfill our “ High-
calling of God.” And what is this High-calling? To be sure,
the cuiding of Girlhood and Boyhood of this land entrusted to
our care in Mission schools into well-integrated Christian
character is nothing less than a noble calling. But how can we
attain to this « High.calling ?” Can we attain to it by continu-
ing to tea.ch,'in our schools, materials which are not chosen with
the definite aim of helping the children to meet present-day
problems in Christian living ? By placing this most important
trust on teachers, who bhave not had the opportunity of gaining
training in the use of the tools for doing this task? By consid-
ering this as the work of the class-room and, hence, finished
when the school door is closed ? Or even, by giving children a
knowledge of the Bible, and then thinking that our work
is donec and that Christian living will always result ? No, more
and better Religions Education and Character-training is needed.
e i All of us know it and want it. Al of us desire to fulfill our

Two views of the ** Lorenia Rea Cottage ™, Boys’ Hostel, Khandws, C.P, High-calling.

i

MANY NEW AND MOST HELPFUL MATERIALS HAVE BEEN
MADE AVAILABLE, as aids in the field of Religious Education,

KL - A
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Every paper and forum discussion was full of interesting ideas. I shall
give a few samples:

1.

‘“Ideas are the directing agencies in human conduct and feelings
are relegated to the role of instruments operating under the
guidance of ideas.”

“ Devotion to the kingdom of God is mltogether the most redemptive
force now at work in the world."

. **The outstanding expression of personal religion would be worshipful

problem solving.”

. “If by porsonal we should mean performing the most characteristic

function of persouality, which is the discriminating apprehension

of fact or value, nad redirection of condact. . . . . then personal
religion could acquire the greatest significance for moral develop-
ment."”

. “The law of love iz a stimulus and guide for fruitful questioning in

a changing world.”

“The fetish of an ignorant Alrican has far more therapeutic value
than all the sublime concept of pantheism; the fetish at least is
concrete—one can grasp it.”

“In a religious community the mature members will not seek to
ipose their ideals and standards upon the immature. They
must be ready to learn from the young as well as to teach them.”

Lach section of the book is fairly short and very much to the point,
because each speaker of the conference had only a few minutes in which to
present his ideas clearly and emphatically. Read the book for yourself. It
will offer many suggestions of methods of presenting religious truths and
of checking them by experiments. You will enjoy following in the footsteps

of the great, and adding o few thought suggestions of your own.

HerLeN C, Rockey,

" Printed and Published for the Editor by H. F. Hilmer, at the Methodist

Publishing House, Mount Road, Madréﬂ.
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The Christian Mutual Insurance Company, Ltd.
Established 1847. LAHORE. Registered 1909.

A Mutual Company for Christians only.
All policies are with Profits.

Assets over Rs. 8,00,000. Security
Deposit with Government Rs. 2,00,000,

It offers the Best forms of Insurance, Pension, Children’s
Scholarships, Old Age and Retirement Annuity Policies, to
provide for old age, to protect your family in case of early
death and to belp you to educate your children.

It offers the best form of a Provident Fund for the
embloyees of Mission Schools, Colleges and Christian
Institutions.

Ask for full particulars from the Secretary,
Christian Mutual Buildings, Lahore.
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Adult Education

and

Village Reconstruction

made easy.

Do you want LANTERN SLIDES made from your. ‘.‘? 1)

photographs, pictures or drawings ?

If so, try

The Y.M.C.A. Lecture Depaftmen_

This Department maintains an expert photographer

and colour artist and

'\

The Fiﬁest Work is Guaranteed

It also sells lanterns an® all accessories.

Sets of Lantern slides with lectures for hire.

Many new sets have been added and this section of the

Department has been reorganisea. ‘o

Write for particulars to :— ' N

SECRETARY i
LECTURE DEPARTMENT "

5, Russell Street - - - Calcutj;a.



The Economic Situation of the
Village Christian

Rev. CLEMERT D. ROCREY, Pr.D., Bareilly, U. P.
Introduction,

NDIA is mainly an agricultural country. .Seventy-pue per
I sent of its population is rural. The Umted Provinces 1s
even more rural, as it is claimed t,han_ “ e?g,r:culture supports go
less than 75 per cent of the popu]atlon."‘ 'The report f)f t 3
Lithlingow Commission is also a recognition of the %l'essmb
urgency of the need of agricplturg. Liord Irwm., wgen , 1cerrr)15;,
was very deeply interested in this phas-e 9f Ifldmn evelopment.

The question of growing industrmllzf_itlon 'and gonsel?uept
increase in urbanization is taken up later in thl.S ar‘tlcle., utdl.n
passing we way note, that < the progress of.urbanxzatlon in In ia.
has been very slow during the past thirty years, the whole
increase being less than one per cent. The‘ results of thg last
census, taken in 1931, will be eagerly awaited to see if, as
economists think, the tendency has been toward a rapid increase
of urban areas at the expense of rural. o .

Although the larger part of theﬁ Qhrlst.la,n group is to be
found in the villages, it is true that  missionaries have nearly n,_ll
settled in the cities.” In the development of strong centres this
seemed the only possible method, but

“in the conditions that are now developing it seems clear that
raral people and rural conditions should receive a ve.ry.mnch
larger proportion of missionary time and all.other m}sspnary
resources, and that will necessitate the placing of missiopary
homes and mission institutions in rural localities, The Mass
Movements accentuate the claim for missionaries and for
indigenous Christian workers who will live, and work under
rural conditions.” .

The emphasis on Christianit.y qnd'Rural Education in the
Jerusalem Conference s another indication of the same fact.

5
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It thus appears, that a discussion of the economic situation
of village Christians is in reality a discussion of the agricultural
problems of India and their special application to Christian
groups.

1. General Living Standard in the Villages.

When one seeks to discover the standard of living prevalent
in the villages, he is confronted by a lacik of accurate data. The
ordinary method of balancing wages and expenditures to see
what the situation is cannot be carried through satisfactorily,
for data on the question of village wages is very incomplete and
unreliable, and on the question of expenditures is only fragment-
ary.

It has been found, that the ditficulties in the way of finding
what remuneration is paid village labourers include :

1. Inherent dificulties in getting returns from this class which is
illiterate,

2. Untrained rcporting agencies make the work of collection and
correction almost impossible.
3. Payment in kind for entire or part wages is very common.

+. Supplements and perquisites vary according to the season and
the nature of employment.

5. Irregular and seasonal employment,

Leaving out of consideration the statements of popular
writers, who usually base their judgments on general impressions
rather than concrete data. we find an economic authority in the
United Provinces, Jevons, Professor of Kconomics in the
Allababad University, saying,

“ The st wdard of living of the great mass of the rural population
throughout the larger part of the Ganges Valley, and in fact
throughoui the most of India, is merely at the subsistence

level : and their earnings must rise and fall in proportion with
the cost of living

The official pablicist for the Government of the United
Provinces, Rushbrook Willianus, has estimated that

“ YWhere rainfall is precarious and uncertain, and the soil shallow
and poor, the income from all sources per head in a typical
village has been calculated at Rs. 33-12-0 per annum, as
against a minimum of expenditure necessary for real needs
in respect of food and clothing at Rs. 4+ per annum.”

1563—3
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Are you making the best use of them ? Most of us are acquaint-
ed with Mr. Clayton’s and Mr. Annet’s work. Mrs. Harper
and M. McGaverr and others have published syllabi for schools.
The Charterhouse Programme of Religious Hduacation by Mr.
King is found very helpful and its usefulness is being enhanced by
experimentation and adaptation in many parts of India. It is
called a programme, because it embraces the whole community in
its implications, It proposes to link up the -scheol, home,
pulpit, hostel, Junior Church, etc., in o co-operative effort to
develop Christian character. The following is a list of courses
extending through the Middle school :—

Kindergarten. Deginners in Religicus Kducation

1st Standard. Union Training College Course, Ahmednagar.

2nd v ... Hebrew Home Life and Sbepherd Life.
3rd » ... DBiograpby of Jesus,

4th ,» -+ Biography of Jesus.

5th w ... Travel Bock for Juniors.

Gth sy ... The Kingdom of Love.

7th s ... Hebrew Life and Times,

8th »n ... DBilographies of Great Men.

One or two new features of the Charterhouse Programme are
the Trait Stndy. the Conduct-Assignment, and the Report on the
Conduct-Assignment. We can acquaint ourselves thoroughly
with these termsin Dr. C. W. Charters” book *Teaching Ideals.”
A very sketchy description of these features is herewith given :—

Trait Study.

Certain traits of character, taken largely from characters in
Bible stories, are stressed through the lessons of each year.
Each trait is studied in the lives of heroes, acquaintances,
playmates and members of the class. Situations or instances
involving each trait are discussed, and various ways of practising
them on the playground, at home, and at school are suggested.

Conduct-Assignment,

This bas reference fo the practice of these trmts by the
pupils in their own daily living. They practise them for' several
days, and then bring in their reports. Ways they have found in
which to practise these traits prove to be very interesting. The
children soon closely conpect their religion with their daily

t
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actions, and thus religion comes to bave real meaning for them,
Many say that they like their Religious Education Classes better
than any other class they have., Throughout the Charterhouse
Programme the effort is made to get all agencies, with which
the children bave contacts, to co-operate.

TeACHER-TRAINING is the FIRST requisite towards instituting
the Charterhouse Programme into our schools. No matter how
painstakingly prepared this, or any other group of lessons may
be, their purpose cannot be accomplished with teachers who have
not been trained in a thorongh-going course of Religious Education,
having a comprehensive knowledge of the newer features of this
programme, A teacher, not trained for this work, can do it po
better than could a doctor, without training in surgery, perform
a major operation.

To provide such facilities, we are glad to say that the
Mahila Dharmavidya Mandir, Ahmednagar, is ready at this
time to fill the need for a obe year's course in Marathl for
training teachers, both men and women, to enable such to fit
themselves for just such work. We hope thal scon it may
be extended to a two years’ course, and that the course will
include some practice in these newer features of the Charterhouse
Programme,

But to haveready a complete programme of Religious Educa-
tion and an Ipstitution equipped to train workers does not
necessarily mean that we shall make nse of them. It is in-
cumbent upon those, who are in charge of schools, tg make
a plan NOW, select the best teacher, find the means to send
at least onme fcr such training, and then to pursue this course
steadily. Now, it is “up” to you aud me. “ But,” you will
say, ‘ The stapendous task of giving all my teachers even a one
year's course in such training will take several years.” True.
But if such logic were to be continued, it would appear thag
there is no need to become in the least excited about getting
the Charterhouse Programrae translated into the several vernac-
nlars, neither should some of us feel the urgency of giving
up our vacations for this task, But we are doing just that,
for there is a way to institute the Charterhouse Programme very
soon and with leaders who have received the necessary special .
training. DPlease listev :
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Since the Religious Education and Character-training of
your pupils, the youth entrusted to your care, is more important
than either Arithmetic or getting a large Government grant,
send your VERY BEST teacher, the one who has the mest
influence upon his or ber pupils, to the Makila Dharmavidya
Mandir, Ahmednagar, if you live in Maharashtra; or if your
teacher is a graduate or undergraduate of a University, you can
send such a one to the Department of Religious Education,
Leonard Theological College, Jubbulpore, which hopes to begin
its work, July, 1932. Having finished a year or more of training
in one of these schools, and having acquainted YOULRSELF with
the Charterhouse Programme, let the teacher inaugurate the pro-
gramme ip yourschool. His entire time and soul can well be given
to this most essential task. Year by year, in this way, you can
have your teachers trained until each one is competent to
undertake the Religious Education of his or her own class.
Recently, the President of a District Local Board visited a
Christian school to see, as he said, whether Christian schools
are giving the children more than is being offered by Local
Board Schools. He was greatly attracted by the efforts being
made in Religious Education as a whole, and those in Character-
training in particular. ¢ Yes, there is a difference,” he said as
be went away. And we MusT DO something AT ONCE to meet
this supreme need of more and better Religions Education and
Character-training in our Mission schools.

TeE PRINCIPLE OF DEVOLVING UPON THE CHURCH THE
Masor ResponsIsILITY for the Christian nurture of its young,
instead of allowing this work to remain in the hands of Mission
institutions, is worth our earnest thought. The school would
not thereby be relieved of all such responsibility, for Religious
Education and Character-training is a task for the whole
Christian community, and all agencies, having to do with the
child, must co-operate in this responsibility, if worthwhile
results are to be realized. If religion is LIFE then it MusT NoT
be confined to the class-room, but the child must meet it.and be
reminded of it in the lives and dealings of all about him, The
Christian community, as a whole, will only begin to get interest
aroused in this task, when responsibility is thrust upon the
Church, the centre of the community. Aslong as we think that
others are going to do a cerlain piece of work for us we are apt
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to say : * Why should we do it ?"" Of course, our Christian com-
munities and Churches are not qualified at present to take such a
responsibility ; but neither are our Mission institutions. By:
the Church and Christian communities can become qualified, if
we are willing to spend time to arouse their interest. Naturally,
larger communities face many more complex problems than do
smaller ones 1n attaining to this ideal, Nevertheless, the creation
of a higher order of Christlike living waits for each one of
us in every Mission, in every Church, and in every Christian
community to fulfill our “ High calling of God.”

Note.—If further information is desired, kindly write Rew.
E. L. King, Mussoorie. If you desire to be informed as to the
progress of the Charterhouse Programme in Maratii, write
Mr. Sawarkar, Poona.



High School and the Life of
the Church
REV., STEPHEN NEIZL;L\—I.A.TI;]azareth, S. India

[Notes of an address given at the Missionary Educational Conference,
Ootacamand, on May 27th, 1931 by the Rev. 8. C. Neill, Warden of
the Bishop’s Theological Seminary, Nazareth.]

THE majority of Mission High Schools in India are of what

we may call the evangelistic type ; the vast majority of the
boys and often of the staff, are non-Christian. In what follows,
I am leaving this type of School on one side ; the question
whether the Church can continue to support such scheols is a
very important one, but to deal with it now would enlarge too
much the scope of our discussion. I am concernéd, to-day, pri-
marily with our task in the education of Christian boys for the
service of the Church.

1 think, we should be agreed that the High School bas not
received the attention which its importance demands. There is
rather a tendency to scoff at the Matriculate, with bis ill-digested
knowledge and his vast ignorance of everything outside the
terms of his syllabus, Nevertheless, he is in every way a very
important figure, _

1. For example, in the diocese in which I work, 70 out of
90 clergy belong to this grade. We have a few graduates, and
their number should be increased, but tbis is a slow process.

2. Our district boarding schools largely depend on the
character and ability of their Matriculate teachers. We are just
beginning to see the Matriculate take his place in the Hle-
mentary School and, if the Champion schemwe in any recognis-
able form is accepted, this will become much more common than
at present.

3. The Christian Matriculate is found in almost every town
in South India, and forms or ought to form the nucleus of living
congregaticns in places where there is no established Christian
work. »

Or to put the matter from a different point of view, that of
the College. )

1. Educationally, a College is greatly hindered in its work by
the fact that the greater part of the first year has to be spent in
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eradicating the habits of haste, slovenliness and inaccuracy, which
have been acquired in the High School.

2. Psychologists are generally agreed that the normal age of
conversion is between 13 and 19. Colleges constantly complain
that they get their students too late; the foundations of religious
life and knowledge have been ill-laid. or not laid at allin the
critical years. :

In point of fact, Colleges cannot be thought of except in
relation to High Schools, and no Christian College can expect to
flourish, which is not based on half a dozen good Christian High
Schools., I pointed out to more than one member of the Lindsay
(ommission ; that their terms of reference might well have
included High Schools; they agreed, but said that India is large,
and life is short,

Having in mind these aspects of the High School, are we
satisfied with what we are doing? The High School cannot be
caid to have been peglected in point of numbers. T believe that
there are fifty Christian High Schools in this Presidency. But
the work on the whole is not outstanding. It is, perhaps, above
the average of schools, but that is very far from satisfactory
from a Christian point of view.

What improvements are needed ? We may classify them as
educational, and spiritual,

I. Educational.

Here we have to work on as best we can with a Govern-
ment Department, which I may, 1 think, not unfairly describe
as floundering. No one seems to know quite what High School
education is intended to effect, nor by what means the unknown
is to be effected.

But, if there were a clearly thought-out and unanimous
programme of the missionary bodies, Government would be
bound to give it careful and sympathetic consideration. I may
indicate one or two reforms, as to which I think all will agree,
and one or two which are more speculative in character.

Of the first class are:

1. The unification of the earlier stages of education.—At
present, we have two types of School, one nominally giving
Lnglish, the other nowminally giving vernacular education, Act.
ually, these schools hardly differ at all except that the former are
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much more efficient, and as the grants to the latter are usually
calculated on & much more generous scale, the Government is

actually putting a premium on inefficiency in the earlier stages

of education. )

2. The giving of grants to High Schools for three years
instead of annaally.

(The Bishop of Madras pointed out, that this recommenda-
tion had already been sent to Government by the Missionary
Educational Counncil.)

Of the second class are:

3. The abolition of all set-books in the School-Leaving
Ezamination.

This would make it necessary for the teacher to teach
instead of spoon-feeding, and would greatly reduce the possibil-
ity or mere cramming for examinations.

4. The introduction of a school examination bigher than the
ordinary 8. S, L. C.

Apy intelligent boy can pass the present S. 8. L. C. at the
age of 15.  But no school can prosper which loses all its natural
leaders at that age, and po college wants boys of that age onm its
benches. If an examination could be introduced, which would
exempt from pass Intermediate (wbich is of very little educa-
tional value to a clever boy) and lead straight on to Honours,
the school would benefit by having to teach up to a higher
standard, the college would benefit by being relieved of a part
of its burden, and the boy would benefit by being kept under the
discipline suited to bis age, and following a course adapted to
his ability. ‘

II. Spiritual,

To put the question blantly, r

How wmany boys leave our High Schools with a definite
personal Christian experience of their own ?

At once the question shifts further back :

How many schools are we able to staff with genuinelj con-
verted Christian men ? ‘

If all Managers of High Schools could be got to reveak upon
oath, how many men on their staff were, in their opinion, really
pulling their full weight spiritually among the boys, I think most
would answer regretfully that it was not more than one op two,
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1t is specially in personal dealing that we are weak. Many
Boarding Hostels are overcrowded, under the charge of one man
where four or five are necessary, and tbat one man regarded
rather as a ruler than as a shepberd. It 1s, perhaps, true to say
that we have produced a number of competent teachers, but
hardly any Christian Schoolmasters. ' .

The remedy is not in demanding higher or special qu_a.@ﬁ-
cations. We cannot make men the men we want by giving
them courses in Religious education. To men who .ha.ve the real
vocation and the real gift, snch courses are of the hnghe§t value.
But creative personality is begotten ooly of creative per-
sonality. ) -

Tgis is well illustrated from the reform of‘thf’e Engl.ish Public
Schools in the last century. Dr. Arnold’s principles, in a short
space of time, spread rapidly all over the country. This was
because Rugby under Dr. Arnold, an@ under Dr. (later Arch-
bishop) Temple, was a great distributing centre. Able young
men caught the spirit of the master, and then went out to found
or recreate other schools, such as Haileybury, Welilngton and‘
Cheltenham. There was no particular system or set of rules;
there was a creative spirit. .

What we nzed in this Presidency is a certan numb(?r of
schools, which will serve as distributing centres for new ldgas
and a new kind of life. This might, bot need noc'necessanly,
involve the closing of certain otber schools. Its alm would be
to raise all the schools to a far higher level of effectiveness. We
may be not able to lay our ha.nds, on & Dr. Arnpld ; but we
ought to be able to find five or sis leadgrs, who can inspire young
men with their own ideals in education and thstmn life. 1
should say, that four such schools for the Presidency weuld be
enougb, and I note the followmg.cox?dmons, which must.be
fulfilled, if there is to be any likelihood of the ideal being.
reached :

1. An adequate proportion of Christian boyfs. At least 50
per cent is necessary. A High Schogl of this type fannot
prosper unless it is founded on a Chrism-m. community. Where
the nomber of Christians is too small, 1t 18 t->et.ter to endow one
school with scholarships, and gather the Christians from a large

area rather than multiply schools.
1863—%
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2. The best staff available. Here we have to fight down the
tradition that it is infra dig for really well qualified men to teach
boys, and that it is infra dig for a graduate to t}each bellow the
tonrth form. What is needed, is a staff in love with teaching, and
eager to give the boys the best from the lowest class to the hlfgh’eesb.

3. European cc-operation. Ttis increasingly my conv1'ctlon,
that work iy best done in this country by the free co-operation of
FBuropean and Indian. It suffers under either.j stiff Kuropean
control or complete Indianisation. lspecially 1n such wogk as
that of the High School, where our traditions ure almost entirely
vet to be made, is European co-operation desirable. I 'should
;uggest three or four Europeans to twelve or fifteen Indians as
the right proportion. :

4. Sufficient endowment to make the school independent of
(tovernment grant, It seems to me humiliating situation that
our entire educational fabric is dependent on Government grants,
and that if these were withdrawn, it would collapse. We shopld
take the grant, if it is given, since we are doing public service
which is worthy of recognition, but we should not be dependent
on the vagaries and caprices of & department, which cannot take
cognizance of oar special aims.

5. It this is too ambitious, we should at least have sufficient
fnancial stability to be able to tide over a series of 19'an years,
I is well known, that any attempt to make promotion more
diffienlt, and to regulate standards leads to considera.ble loss.oi
pupils and consequent financial upheavals. Recovery is certain,
as the reputation of the school grows, but not if the school in
the meantime goes bankrupt. '

8. Adequate co-ordination with feeding ‘scboolg, and with &
college. A High School is only a part of the educational system.
As was said above of the College, it cannot prosper unler?s it is
firmly based on half-a-dozen good feeder schools in the district,
which it animates with its ideals and keeps up to its standards.

7. 1 need perhaps bardly add this last point, sjnce it

underlies the whole of what has been said—no usefu'l reform 18
possible without the spirit of service and self-sacrifice, The
teacher is wot able to serve others, unless he has first hxmsg]i
found redemption in the Cross of Christ, and unless he carries
ghat Cross perpetually in his heart, !

School Diets

By a Committee appointed by the Medical Council,
Methodist Episcopal Church.

REPE‘ATEDLY, requests have been made by our missionaries

for information regarding an adequate and balanced diet for
school children. A committee of three, composed of one doctor
and two dietitians, was appointed by the Medical Wormen of the
Delhi Avea of the Methodist Episcopal Church to investigate
tbe matter and prepare model suggestive menws which might be
used as a guide in planning meals for the children,

It is realized, that ail wbo are in charge of school hostcls
are busy and that possibiy some do not find the “ counting of
calories ' attractive, We are aware that all one should know
regarding food and meal planning cannot be said in a few
bundred words. It is our hope, that the menus here suggesied
may Jead the missivnary to give more thought and consideratiou
to the snbject of foods and their preparation, for the proper
vourishment of the children under his care,

Col. Robt. McCarrison, C,LE., M.D., D.Sec, LL.D.,
F.R.C.P,, Col, I.MM.S,, Director of Nutritional Research, Pasteur
Institute, Coonoor, S. India, bas written a book called ¢ Food ”,
which be has dedicated to the children of India, It is simply
written and it is written In response to the requests of
“ missionaries, planters, school teachers, child welfare workers
and others throughout India,” for information regarding food.
The book is available at the C. L, S. Press, Madras, and also at
McMillan and Co., Litd., Madras, Bombay and Calcutta, at less
than a rupee. Thkis bock is not large, but it does cover all the
essential facts one should know in order to deal intelligently
with the problems of a well-balanced diet. Information is given
regarding foods found in all parts of India thus making it suit-
able for use in all mission schools, One cannot proceed intelli-
gently in the selection of proper and adequate diet without some
such guide.

This book might well be used as a text-book in suitable
classes—in both boys’ and girls’ schools and in nurses’ trainiog
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