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Wamens Ind;an Assccxatwn
eBJECTS “‘“‘5(\? ¥
M«\»«»w’“

- To pre.sud to women theiv responsibilities as danohfcm of India.
To seente for every givl and boy the vight of Tducation through
schemes of Compulsory Primary Fduecation, including the teaching
of vehgmn.

#7 To secure the abolition of child-marriage and fo ralsc the Agt,
of Cpnséit for married girls to sixteeu,

To seewre for Wemen the vote for Municipal nod Legislative
Counecils on the saane lers s it is or mav be granted {o men

Ta sa 'mi for Women the rvight 1o be eleeied as members on all
Municipal and leg gislutive C “ouneils.

To help Women to vealise that the Toture of India lies largely
i1t thetr hamds : foras wives and mothers they have the task of training,
uudm" and torming the character of the fnrure rulers of India,

o band Women into groups tor the parpose of self-develop-
ment m;xi education, and for the defuiite sevviee of others.

MEMBERSHIP

Women who agree aund will co-operate with the Objects and
Orgam/atu{m of the Association may become members. Grou‘pe of
women having the’ same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian
Agsaciation. Members are nsked, but not obliged, to pay a subserip-
tion of twelve anuas a year to the o adquarters of the Association.

Local Branches are self-governiag and muke their own arrange-
fuents, ‘

ORGANIZATION : L
The Association, which has a central orgammuon at AV LA
Headquarters, Pa nthom: Gardens, HEgmore, Madras, W&# started on
‘ay 8, 1917, and has grown and inercased steadily ever sinee. It now
nas 73 Brumhea, 93 Centres and over 4,000 members.
Branches are 1o,med i1 every place where possible, with a loeal

Yecretary to arrar” vork to suit local conditions and repmt to
-

ob the \ﬂsoudilon w to worL tor Reiorms .
yuncils. . '

and work of the' AssouatmL are on a religi-
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WNotes anid Cowmments.

British Unmuc}mhility. ,

The incquity of the treatment given to eoloured people in Figland
has heers brought to our notice constantly in recent times.  We read
epRpers of o Negro Ameriean miHionaire who {ried to get mto the
so-ealled fivst rate hotels in England and with some oxeuge or anolhor,
was refused admittance veally becawse of his eolour. We have
received by a récent mail news. of a young Indian girl ffom a cultured
family, widely travelled in Indin and an nndergraduate 'of the Madras
University who hias also been a vietim of a similav insulf. [t was
arranged that this voung stndent was to live in a ot with an Euglish
lady and her daunghter, who was also a medical student. When the flat
was leaved the landlord was informed by this lady that she was having
an Indidn girl student to live with her and no objection was raised.
In a couple of weeks’ time, however, the lady whs informed that tenants
of the lower flat objected to a coloured person living in the same house.
The yonug, student being uew 1o the place and busy with the coming
cxaminations had no course open to Ler but to leave. Luckily she
managed- to {ind another place with the help of friends. We wonder
whyllndians coni inue to send their song and daughters to this *“land of
the free and the just”, swollowing such gross insults. Such race arro-
ganee on the pars of the Britisher exposes his hypocracy in condemning
dudia’s tyrauny  over. her “depressed classes and in justifying her

. [ . 4,
“politicai subjeetion on that ground,

Pﬁlslim marriages as Civil Centracts.

.. Syed Raza Ali when interviewed by the Press on his return from
Europe said regarding the Muslim opposition to the Sarda Bill that
it was painful to him to see the ery of religion in danger raised. '

He' declared that as marriage was a civil eontract according {o
the Mahomodun Law, no religious question was involved, hut it wag

~absurd ‘to deny the rights of the State to enact laws in accordance

;vith the requirements of modern times. 1t would be suicidal of
Mussalmans tq, play inte the hands of Maulvis, whose influence had
scldom been exereised for the good of the people. .

We wonld appual to our ‘Muslim brothers and sister
the Bill does not affect them they should mnite with the
urgent neeessity of secing this law enforeed rigorously

8 that since
se who {eel the
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.



STRI-DITARMA

Child Marriage Vigilance Commitice.

Now that the Child Marviage Bill is to be the faw {from April, 1930
although the passing of this Blll is a great vietory we eannot allow
ourselves to rest on our oars. The real work of seeing that the law
is carried out and does not become a dead letter on the Statute Book
should be our concern. It would be a good plan for social organisations
to form Vigilance Committecs. These should investigate and bring
to light vielation of this law. We hear that thousunds of baby girls
are being married before April 1930, This 1s most unfortundte but
inevitahle. [t shows that the majority of people ave taking for granted
that this law will be in foree and that alter these tremendous sacrifices
of thase thonsands of young children, at Jeast the next generation wil)
henefit by this Child Marriage Prevenfion Law. We would urge all
those who feal the eruelfy, (he bondage and horrov of Child Marriage
to do all in their power 1o prevent these marringes before .é\pr]_ii
whereyer possible. P

Dombay Provineial Andire FMabasabba,

Mr, BN Uantl, General Seevetary of the abrve Babha wriies:

The Taf Anuiversarvy of H;o. Bonday roviveind Aondhra Maba
Sabline was held in (3\“7-}‘:‘?‘9\', 1}"3‘-‘" J\mor;’ H:u offive” hoavers elected
for tlie vear, a gratifyving and pofewoerthy is the clection of D K.
fakshma of Betinys ws the Houw J'mi Sooy .\[(“».\-_ Dr. K. Lakshma is
very well knows a= i gootl socinl workey, veformer, and a Iady ol
m'uﬂhph.Jl“d talents., ;

Pussing ouf from the Lady Havdin o¢ Medieal Ctollege, ['k"}hi, and
e National Mediend College Bowvibay, she is now midergoing Post-
1‘3(_[11:-u(’-: Trajinug in the Cama and Albless Hospitals, at ad as sueh
o el e et intene serviee fo the Audbra Ladies of
B()mnd\ i Uie pr()panatum of the cawse of Mol v oand Child-wel-
fare ete. She is Hlu Arst Andhra lady to take part in Andhra move.
ments in the ity of Bombar, and it is hoped that she will soon have

many followers.

Bbaratiya Mabila.

We look forward (o this bdian Womests Who is Who which gives
all information about the notable women of India whieh mclude a
‘ih(}ff’ hio 'd})h_\kdl -n_t(u[nd ]U]; l)i \\()HILH \\h() are H()'f}fil e [l”ﬂ mers
publicists, uuthorb, [)Ui‘l\ eqliors, vaduates in m(\dhnu LH\», At’(h,
etc., elg., and short notices of insiitutions. Thix women’s Who i8

—\ y . » .
SZ;;) is expected to be out early next year and as an introduction it
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W are demanding Froedom but Freedom cnnnot come wnless
each. man and woman rvealizes what freedom js—what freedom means.
True freedom can ouly follow right education and vight living—and.
these we cannot have unless both men and women arve equally alive
to their Tights and dnties. To men we give all sorts of edacation; to
women ‘almost nothing. The time has ecome when this must cease.
Tf we wanl to raise the status of our society and of omr country we
shonld give greater attention to the needs of our women. They should
be not only educated nnd enlightened bat they should be led 1o take
an infellivent part in every department of our life and aclivity where
they can he in any degree uselul and helpful. This book will he ex-
clusively devoled to their interests avd achievements.

We feel that this will be of eveat value and interest in India as
well as outside. \
All lrnlia Women's Ediucational Conference.

“1 Fyrem the 20th of January will he held the fourth All-India Edu—
catio ’aT and Bacial Conference of Women in Bombay. Great prepa-
rations are going on, the experience gained from the last three con- -
ferences will be_ uqod by the orgauisers and the delegates to achicve,
in a Pl%t““ﬂ marnner the aims and ideals for which this Conference
stands. '\Ladv Dorala Tata and Mrs. Hamsa Metha, as President and
Qeeretary of the Reception Committee, arve in charge of this Conlerence.
All over Tudia Constituent Conferences are being held, the educational
section passing wnanimously that the next immediate work to be done’
is to see that Primary Compulsory Edueation is made cormpulsory
in the whole of the fand for everv child. The social seciion has ereated
much discussion and it is gratitying o note that the women are awaken-
ing and are expressing their opinions freely, and vigorously which

makes the Conference of greater value than passively passing reso-
lutions. The abolition of Plut”]d introduction of monogamy, divores
law etc,, cte., will be diseussed and 1 is with interest we walch the
resnlt,  We hope as many women as ean will attend this (unrervnm«
and benofit by this great .md iuspiring uaihermg "

To the Memery of L‘\ipnt Rai.

The tolimx.mg, has heen writien by Romain Rolland for the French
edition sof Unhappy Tedia. The translation is by Mrs. N. R. Dhay-
mavir:

Th(’ great voiee which makes itself heard here in veply to Misy
Mz’wﬂ s outrageous libel, rises, alas, {rom the iomb. Lajpat Rai fell a
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vear ago, a victim to the brufalities of the British Police in Tahore.
Hfls. d(mf..‘n 'crowm‘d a life devoted entirely to the qorvi(’e of India.
While still in hig teens he gave up evervthing for her . Kk ) Tor thirty
vears he fought and suffered for her. }?‘ur h(\i' ];? \(i.vl'%’*:x;;‘(l }(m:“
years of p»x’isnn and exile, by which, however, his intre -)‘i ]:;1.~t-['~; w@;\;e:‘
s;}za%{en. 'Ho. well knew that paim and death are the ;«‘;;-1‘" .3-“ at-‘hliorrn'i(*
SOULS. His own wiz formed iu Uhe school of Mazzin Aq l; ]B" 0-)‘*”‘.“‘ Td;
I;u‘!m the exaraple of fhis He of austore aboegation, ‘i"]l,“(\,,.'ﬁ{l L?‘Sm
?fx'(:}aléx;; thy of the n:xff«"m and {o renew her exhavsted 1‘5100'\.1‘ ;;o]fe:‘)l her
it i ' sl verbed unecasingis for hepe poli-
tieal snd soeind uphits, ‘or her edneation and orgavisption, f ‘]}"‘
physical nnd morat hiygicie, S e

I admired the courage and the joy whieh radiated from that frank
countenance, not handsome but attractive because of the generous
ﬁen}e of.hiﬂ energy, his absolute sincerity, and his chivalrous loyalty.
Whith hitu thought was action; in his eves, sombre, deep and Tuminous
one read determination like a storm-cloud always ready {o burst for‘ch’
Bt there also one saw the light of irony, a spzn‘klin;: gaiety, a keen.
undersianding both of human comedy and fragedy, of {hp rﬁ;;(-.}ﬁnérv
of states and the game of polities. ' o )

He was a great leader. e marched at the head of his people,
uniting in his powerful nature the experience of an old .genelml with
the ardour of a young soldier. '

Such is he whose loyal testimony here resists the abusive attack,
——a tissue of malice and feigned pity, of eorreet information incor-
rectly generalised, and of false and idle gossip aceepted without
criticism, in which Miss Mayo, who previously demonstrated to the
world the beuefits couferred upon the Philippines in depriving them of
their liherty, aids British Tmperialism in withholding from India her
1ee mentioued in the Bible, she 18 pub-
hat takes cave net to see the ““beam’’

liberty. iake a cerfain piersont

liely grieved at the sins of others,

in the eve of Jier own rece and Levr own comniry.
“Unhappy Tudia’’ evied Lajpar Rai, defendiug his mariyred land,

but T eay “Heppy Tiddia” who, in (iis e of Europe of poor character

and wedioere virtue, has eveafed such pure devoticus, and whose sae-

of heroes,-=bavanaida, Viveka-

3

red womh has given bivih tu a bt :
nanda, M. K. (Gandhi, and this lion of the Punjab, Lajpat Rai!
Romamxy RoLoaxp.

Villereuve, November 17, 1929.

7 (On the anniversary of the death of Lajpat Rai.)
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Removal of *‘ Untoucbability”.

Dr. Ambedkar has completed drafting his bhill for 1‘{1(; rernoy‘al of
¢euntonchability”. Tt will be moved most prohably at the next ’ses-
sion of the Assembly hy Mp. Jayakar ov bv Dr. Ambedkar in {ke Rom-

bay Council, with necossary changes with respeet to defining the toealily

of its application.

The Gustoes of Bombay temples conforred with the ummwim‘iﬁe
feaders in Mr. Javakar’s honae with a view to setthog this question
whieh liax vesylied in xo nmueh feeling of hatred for cenfuries,  We
will wateh the passage of this Bill with great jnterest kxmwhsgﬂu—ﬁ. al
st whep this Bill becomes n Inw one of the ercatest evils will be re-

moved from the Social life of Tndia.
ferms - \

Whereas 1 is known by usage. aud custom prevalent in the Tiindu
comnunity, that corluin castes of Hindus are hreld to bf‘ﬂ?’ﬁ" *pARON
of snch nsage ov customs, sntouchable acd Snfit for association;

Whereas this impafed mpurity [peses _
{hesu castes of Hindus and deprives (homy ol the right to share m the
benefit of the inatitutions, servioes snd fonndations deddicied o ot
maintained for public use:

Mhe drafl is o the following

gerions disabilities on

imputed impurity, ai-
wmtom, is nel W
ligion

Whereas many Hindus helicve that this
thongh it 12 in aoeordanee with the established @

accordance with the true interpretation of the arecepts of thaiv vl
stes shonld be rernoved;

and desiresthet the disabilities of {hese en
Wherens it 1s just to relieve all sneh Hindus from such incapacity

whereo! they complain: ,

of this invidious discrimination amoug

motion of good morals

Hindng in particular;

And whereas the removal
persons of the same faith will teud to the pro
aud to the public welfare in general nud of the

+ Tt is enacted that no person shall he deemed unfit or incapable,

by reason of his caste, of sharing in the bencfit of a rehgmus.or
charitable irust created for pe—fsous of hig or her faith, or of sharing
ience of a temple or trust dedi-

in the benefit of the utility or conveil ‘ '
1 for the nse of the general public,

cated to or maintained or licensed Tor :
any custom ahd any interpretation of the law to the contrary not-
withstauding. . |

stend to the whole of British Tudia

When passed, the Act is to &
anthal Parganas.

inclnding British Baluehistan, and 8
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Compulsory Education for Girls. 1
Ax the opening of the Women’s campaign for primary edueation

for the masses a Denutation of wembers of the Women's - Indian
Associntion waited on Rao Bahadur M. Krishnaswami Reddi,. Presi-
Jdent of the Chingleput District Board, on the 5th instayt. at Panagal
" Building, Saidavet. - A well attended meeting of the Saidapet Branch

> of the Association had been held the previous . week and it was then
decided that Saidapet would form g good starting point for which

to’ obfain improved educational facilities. Accordimgly Mra, Lali-
tama Krishnaswamy, Saidapet Honorary Secretary (Wx member of
the Chinglepnt Distrier Tidueationad Couneily, Mrs. Subhalakshmi
Iver, Municipal Councillor, Svimati V. T, Lakshmi, B.A,, Mrs. Malati
Patwardhan, B.A. and Mys. Consins, B.Mus. et the Distriet Ohaivman
by appointraent and placed hefore him a strong vepreseutation that
givls should he ineluded in the fofir years’,experiment: in Primary
Compulsory edueation now being tested in a’ seetion of the Saidapet
Talik fn (hinglepnt Distriet. . They maintained that it could not 1.
considered a succoss if it applied only to b{i}.‘,’-“- Fueh o poliey was
only acceninating the defeet that the Harfog Commission had thus
reported? “*Tndia has too long suffered from the dualism of an edueated
manhood and an ignorant womanhootd--a dualism that lowers the whole
level of the home and domestie life and lias its reaction on personal
and nationg! character.”  They pressed that {tis was the proper time
{o extend the scheme to givls in those localities and that the sraall
additioval costs'shonld be sxranged for in the budgetanaw bejug drafted.
They showed that five times as much monev was being'spent on bovs'
education as on girls”. They also requested the Chairman to énsure
that women teachers would this yvear be given training in conneection
with the improvements of the Rural Uplift Couneil’s work. ) ll seems
wrong that when 100 men teachers had received extra-fraining last
vear no women's course had been arranged. They nced for a worthy
1 Saidane! girla echool, the tniroduetion of compulsion

(g Manierpnhities, the growing mierest peiye

*

building for the

.f"f'\z,‘ f\U ,;(_!zz ;’;:._‘f

shown In pareots 1 i readinese of women (o Lelp in

pushing forward were i

Uhis pleasure @b the stueevity and epthi-

The Chatrmon expyesses
simsm G the depndogion, e agreed wiin the pstien ol theiy TenTe-
seriations anmd seid he wonld Pally suppori ey vequesis, He could
provared fo spend money oy edueation,

veed that an edoeated

teli them thet Governmoent was

23 vy d oo . . N -
NG that money was available boeaose i wis
AN or woman was the primary and bes 1ent of gny ennniry.
T Ohiagg :

h
giepul an edacation coss is colieciod {1om both men and womel
r~ :
it

b
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bud, it is spent only on hoys. He thought it quite unwise that about a
hundred municipalities in this Presidencey have started thelr compul-
sory edueation for one sex only. He liked the ladies’ idea that the
primary schools should in future be called *“Children’s Schools’” with
such a name they would appeal move to the parents. He gave some
oractical suggestions as to the next steps to be taken for the achieve-
nent of the laudable efforts of his visitors. He wished to know if
‘he curriculum should not be different for girls but the ladies pre-
Ferred that no sex differentiation should be made for such youngsters.
Sewing, drawiug, basket work, gardening, should be treated as training
for mitd, Land aud eye for both girls and boys, and musiec should
se a enlinral and cmotional training for both.

The Deputation similarly waited on Khan Bahadur Abdul Razak -
Shatrman of the Saidapet Cowmuneld who promised them assistance in
heir objects ax also ou Dr. Subbarayay, the Fdocation Minister,
wying that in the already e.\'isﬁiug schremes of Compulsory Fdueation
sirls should be included and that all vew schemes should naturally
nelnde hoth girls and boys, The Minisler promised to do all that
vas possible in the mytter. ‘

An appeal to the educated women of India.

The jullwing apped is issued by thatl rudefatigable socied worker
of Madras, 1r. 5. Mulhulakshmi Redd; . '

SwstErs, now it s owr turn to shoylder the fall respousibilities
of social and poblic e and contribute our share towavds the edu-
ational, social, ceonomic and politicnl advaueement of our country.

We have no right to remadn idle or inditferent, when the mothers
wnd the children of India die in such lavge numbers, when many more
recome invalidated througle sickness aud diseuse, when ‘million of our
nen and women, even i the prime of their life are carried away by
pidemics every year, when at every turn of our beautiful cities we
omeé berogy crowds of beggars, old, young and sick, who, clothed in rags,
treteli out theiy deformed and discased bands for a few pies, when the
wothels in e ity contain as many as 2,000 yonug girl children rang-
ng from the age of nine te thirteer..

No, I need yot puinr out to you, that India needs thousands and
sillions of devoted women missionary workers to atlend to her woes,
efore 1 [nisk, let me remind you ol the warning and advice given 1o
er Triends and co-workers by that noble French woman Madame De
whlnmberger, which is ** We are respousible for the evils that we do
ot prevent and for all those which we struggle (oo weakly against.”

()



STRI-DIIARMA

On this occasion let us also bring to our memory these immortal lines
from Bhagavat-Gita, ¢* We are born to serve those who need our service
most,”’

The Vete. y .
Madame Prsident and dear Colleague,

I have the satisfaction of inlorming you of the groat victory -

that has been won by Roumanian women, who have obtaine} Lk the
Vote and also eligibility for the Commune for the Mnunicipality apd the
Councils.  They will take part in the clection in November, 1909,

W rejoice With onr Houmanian fellow suffragists who pave
worked so splendidly iu their association that ol last the Roumanian
woman is to be recognized as a person and a citizen.  Though only g
partial Irauehise, at present, the age limit is equal, and those who
vote next November will pave the way for the women still unenfran-
chised to enter inio their heritage at uo distant date. This resuls
from less than ten years’ work seems marvellous to us who siruggled
$0 mapy yvears to win the Vote, but the progress of women is now
sweeping forward with ever-inereasing speed to our goal of equality.

Bach successive vietory is hailed with cheers all along the line
and success in auy one country echoes throughout the world:

We congratulate Roumania, too, on the expectation of complete
civil rights for her women uext November, and shall start our Autumn
campaign more than ever determined {o obtajn for wom¥n in our own
land the full equality of rights, opportuunities and rewards for which
e Women» FMroedom League came into being. *

The Child Marriage Act. -
By HanBioss Sauna,

The (%ild Warriage Rill sent by me on 1715 Januwary 1925 for
introduction in the Degislative Assembly was pussed by that body
and the Couneil of Stafe in September 1929 and veceived the assent
of the Vicorov on 1st October 19200 W is now on the Indian Statlute
ok, ‘ ,

My oljeet in inviting this legislation was threofold,  The primary
objeet was {o put a stop to child widowhood—u fact and an institu-
tion unkvowu {o any other vountry in the workl. There are widows
threa and five years oid, nay only a few months old, who aceording
to the tustoms of the-couniry may uot remarry. The discharge it
brings 1o the country and the life-long sufering and injustice it en-
tails to child-widows was a wrong which should long ago have beeu
removed. '

The second object was to save girls from being subjecled to
marital consummation in echildhood and premature maternity resulting
wometimes in death, often in serious physical injury and always in
making them physical wrecks for life.

The third object was to help fhe physical and mental growth
of Loys and givls, enabling them (o grow inte able-bodied and ‘»”i;ﬂﬂ"ﬂus
mwen and women, receive education and become happy and uselnl
anug aud danghters of India,

But the one fundamental idea with me which I have cherished in
my mind sinee wy clhildhood aud of the neeessity of accomplishing
}V_iﬁﬁb; 1 have beeome more and more convineced as I have grown up,
is to ®manicipate the womanhood of my Motherland dnd the firat step
lo accompligl this, 1 have always held to be ibe abolition of Child
Marriage. | gm convinced that the Child Marviage Acl is a great
and & Most impariant step towards the achievement of giving woman
her proper plage in society and in the affairs of our eountry., Qur
country was great when the women of India were free and respeeted
with their euslavement came the ensiavement of India and with their
restoration to their proper and henoured place our country wijl re-
sume her just and honoured place in the heirarchy of nations,
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The Brahmins in South India and the Marwarees in Upper India
are chief amongst those perturbed by the passing of the new law.
There are people‘whose vested interests naturally ui‘ge them 1o oppose
any advance, social or moral, as it tries {o bring about a new adjust-
ment of human relations to secure the position already pained and to
prepare f{or a further step. They arve .alurmed, as the new law is
the first }.};1xr1n191.'.h:hrr,>1<e to break the ;"ha.ms, with which the masses—
particularly the women of the country-—have been boung, They are
afraid that this is the firet of the attueks which must inevitably free
the people trom the bondage in which they are held by the priesthood.

There are others, whe, at present, disapprove of the Mepgure t‘e"
cause it disturbs the tenor of life 1o which, bad as it is, they have
become acecustomed. Buf, in a few years, say five, those whg pow
look askance at the new law will thank the legislature for passing it
and bless those who helped if. ‘

A few there are, however, who do not beloug to India, and whe
are unhappy over the gbolition of Child Marriage. Their chief r..
presentative is Miss Mayo and they fear that when the‘ child marringe
disappenrs their professiou of ruling the country or which they Hourish
chall bave gone. By belittling the enorinons imnportance of the new
law, they betray their hostility to the advancement of the c()untry_

But the moere enactment of the Child NInrriage Act is only the
beginuing of the struggle that lies abiead of us.  We have to mak® 110
law a reality, z vule of life. The sooner ifs full purpose is at‘-.hieve(f
thi hetter for onr race and ouy country.  The wormen of Tndiy Tnu.f;x{
bestir themselves; and (hose who ean atford to do =0, or whom the
spirit moves, must make it their fife’s business to see that the move.
ment of whick the Chikd Marrviage Set i the frst frull, comes to full
fyoition.  Phev must fake all possibile steys to get the Taw 80 changeg
ws (o wive them their just rights in property. That is the key tq upn-
loek the dour which will admit them to their just and rightful stapng
in Society, and will enable them 0 grow 1o full womanhood.

further colipnt, The women thal orgamised this Qgnd
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The Fausl Moral Standard.

By Sosmrst Matart Parws

M
]

the pFeeent Madras Constituen! Conference on Edueational and
Soetnd Retorm ane part of o uele resolntion ot

of the thiviy reso-
Tutions wus fabey up by the press and individuals 1o covdemn the
whole movement as anpractical and nnwise. The vosolution demanded
a single standard of morality for hoth men and women, equal rights
of separation and the introduction of an equal divorce law for men
and women. That word ‘divoree” seems to have caused all the agi-
fation, resentment, misunderstanding iu the minds of people.  Because
come of ps talked ahont this resolntion and voted ju Favour of if, we
are told 1hat we desire to fewrys the <tandard of morality rather than

Ytoorpige it

I wdk asked to move the above vesolution and 1 accepted gladly
becatse Iam convineed that this donble standard of morality in Tudia
has led to wnnatural- and unhealihy relationship between man and

. Y ] A

woman.  The carly marviage systom aqud Loreed aliance has led to
<o mueh (}‘.)}X\(‘Ss“: nnhappiness, ihopgehtlessness, sin and crime, the
women being constantly the helpless vieiims, We are told that our
cmn:ts do not record many divoreced ecases as in England, but do we
realize that the number of deserted and jll.treated wives will be as much
if wol larger than those of the divoreed wives if ouly statisties could
be produced o |

Josephine  Butler, thal saintlly woman who a little over
a century ago started a campaign against the State regulation of viee
and had the Contageous Discase Act. repealed by Parliament, was
considered by the press as well as some of the legislators in England
85 8 woman with ‘““a hobby too nasty to be touched”. A member of
“arliament even said 1 look upon these women who have taken this
matte‘j gs worse than prostitutes,” and yet she was and continues to
be an ngpiration to many a woman the world over. This same narrow
and Prejudiced view is expressed by the ““Observer™ in Jawmabhumi
when commeniing on this reselution he says: “This ery for equality
is the direet vouglt of undisciphived passions . . . " <y degire fop
a widened feld of wotivity for the grossly sensnal™. This iv y v \‘lﬂ‘-oi
to ihe eritidisms hurled st Josephine Batlee and 1 leave i Mni

b

fovenee and
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many of the supporters of this resolution are well known in Madras:
and India as a group of selfless and honourable women with great
ideals towards which they strive.

There 1c a fear iv the minds of a soction of the people thiat much
s law will lead fo immorality aud chaos and i~ against all ouy relieions
ideale. Do they imagine that all wonen will—the moment a djvorce
law were to be introduced, divorce their present hushands and
marry some other? The ancient ideal of woman is but the half of the
whole, the wife and hnshand are known as Dampati, ¢ two
masters of the home. We agree to this ideal but we want tilat it
should be true for man also, since he forms the other half, and with-
out perfect equality there cannot be the two complimentary halyes,
How glibly the old Seriptures are quoted by many, saying ‘‘there jg
no country in the world where woman is more honoured than in India’’,
Yes, this ix true in ancient hooks that lie dusty in some hidden corner
or in couplets repeated like parrots by priests without nnderstand-
ing. Mann has said that where women are honoured there the Devas
rejoice. We women know that we are honoured only in theory hut in
practice we are {reated as chattels and slaves,

Wo of this generation should realise that we should be concerned
with and are responsible for the degenerated condition of women in
India. Mnuv a vouny wife, unable to bear {le agony of deseriion and
unable to bear the gight of her }ms‘mnd paying all his attention and!
giving his affection to another in her presence, has preferred death.
Many a woman has been displaced in her own home, either by another |
wife or a mistress, the sacred home becoming the scene of perpetual
quarrels, misunderstanding and migwry. It is all very well for those
women who enjoy the love of their hushands, who are comt:ort-ably
placed iu tWeir parental homes and who dv not therefere feel the
necessify for a change in the existing laws, but should it not be that
those verv women who are edncated and who enjoy the happiness of »
home ' where they are freated with respect and freedom should
feel for those who have ot had the happiness or treedom? No one cay
deny that at the present time this donble standard is most degrgding
'to woman. The first thing necessary is that a law should immediately
be passed forcing man to murry only one wife .at a time. The pre-
sent Hindu law permits a man to marry several wives at the same time.

I mei a young girl recently who was married as a child by her
father, after receiving a promise from her hushanq and his people
that she would be allowed to study until she was sixteen yoars old.
Soon after the marriage was performed, the husband demanded that
the girl be sent to live with him. The father refused; even physical
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force was vesorted to by the hushand’s people hut without avail.  The

~young hushand, who was himself a student, was married once again

by his parents to another vonng wirl ehild. Now, thie girl friend of
mine has with her faither’s help continned her education and is now
in her final BUA. aud hae other interests in Tife and not anly one
interest——that of heing a dutiful wife of her hushand and the mother of
his ehildren, this being considered the only ressonable and proper exist-
enee for o woman by the orthodos. But think of her position as a
married worpap. she is peither vpmarrvied nor married nor a widow! She
i pot gt Biberty to marry if she so desived. How many cases of this
Kind vsn be quoted where the eivl Fas not ever parents to protect and
vonsole her. It is we, edpeated womew who have {asted the jov of
oitnes on which broadens e mind and makes us think, who feel more
for this muequal aud theretore vajust standards of morality which
we made womoen =0 suppressed, ohedient, moral ele,  Our indignation
is pot so much phvsieal bt moral and we suffer greativ for this
injustice,

Then there are cases where, owing to the rapid breaking down
of the family systetn, voung women, deserted by their husbands and
r‘f]f‘ﬁons and unable to make an honourable livelihood, flood the houses
of ill fame in the city; others, prevented by the nunatnral and unequal
laws to enler into a second marringes, live as mistresses, and are
d.is}“ﬁ(‘d by ﬁO‘HiBtB’, breeding illegitimate children. Tt is true that in
arvilised sociely monogomous marringes only should exist but unless

both parties respeet this ideal, Low ix it possible for only one party to
live {rue to that ideal? : £

My idea of Egoal Moral Rtandard-divoree is a detail-—that man
should recognise woman as a human being before he can think of her
as a woman; that all standards of purit \ chastity obedience ete., ex-
pected from woman should be equally expected from man. Man has
liberty {0 put aside his wife at his whim and pleasore and goes without
®ondemnation. Should not the same liberty be allowed to woman in
_fa’m‘-?ss and justice? A man who pulls down a woman when he ig
!Mmoral and begets a child out of wedlock goes free and is received
by hIS_ family and any society but the poor unmarried mother of the
child is an object of shame and dishonour. We are concerned in fhé
erecat awakening of women, with ullimate freedom which is NeCessary
for us before wo can take an intelligent part in life's Y
When we demanded the taising of the marrviage
opposition from the orthodox unthinking '[Jen‘yﬂ(\

great problems.
age, we had preat

The same s the
d of morality should
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be expected from men as is expected from women. Fach new flower
of freedom in the woman’s hand will be soiled by maun’s prejudice, for
no one delights in giving ap power and ownership.

Tn our own country, Proiestant Christians, Mohammedans and
Barhmos are governed by divoree laws, We find that they are not the
worse for it and they are as honourable as any other people, Again
those who marry nunder Civil Marriage Act, could have dissolution of
marringe and we have not heard of any wholesale dissolutions among
them either. Those great and splendid men and women of Bengal such
as Boses, Tagores, Sens, and others, ave all Brahmos whose marrigge
svstem permits of divoree. ‘

We cannot understand why only the Hindy
oveat. catastrophe may befall socicty if a similar prov

in their laws.

1¢ should fear that a
ision is made

The digcussion ifself was an honest and healthy expression of
ced educated women f{rom

(he considered views of grown up, experiear ‘
n an intellectual foast to all who carefully

hoth <ides and it was suc

listened to the debates. Throughout there was no }T)E‘!'S()llal1fa(?t0r
involved and it was neither a vietory for the one nor a defeat for the
other, and it was only an honest attempt on th ¢ p.art of a f ew 1:h11pk1ng
put-spoken women to find a.‘romedy for the sufferings of their unfortu-

nate sizters even at the rigk of nmpopularity.
A dittle inteligent thonght, svmpathetic understanding of the
wornen’s posiﬁou is required for realising why seme of us make thie

claim for a single standard of morality.
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The Inde-British Matual Welfare League.

By Mgzs. Hansay Sex,

The League, a non-political and non-sectarian ovganisation of
! ague, n-political and non-seefarian orgalisation o
Indian and Hritish women in Londou, linked together for closer friend-
ship and mutnal serviee, is the expression ol the new outlook of
women on social and International problems, a result of their yeccut
political emancipation and their increasing participation in public
affairs. Altention is everywhere foenssed on soeial reforms, Imperial
¢o-operation and re-adjustments, and International goodwill and soli-
darity.f The typical enltured womau of to-day seeks to impose upon
herself a special responsibility for the well-being of the world and
for the development of those movements that have this end in
view:  She presents a novel phase in human history ip that her
Spirit is not one of contempt oy patronage, not that of the *‘civilised’’
missionary struggling to uplift the pagan “pative’’, but one of par-
tial guilt and partial gain, characlerised by a willingness to learn
rather than & readiness to dictate, .

, ,?,Thls new orientation in so far as it defermines the attitude of
British women towards lIndia is not the oulcome, as is commonly

. o Lt Lo ] . i i A ) .
supposed, of the Simon Commission and its expecied eonstitutional.

changes, but has its origin (urther back iy the Spring of 1927 when
that unfortunate buok Mother fudia brought its first rude awaken-
ing. The violenf reawctions that followed were suceeeded later by a
more balanced judgmenti. The replies from the pen of Mabhatma
Gandhi and Tagore, Dhangopal Mukerji aud Lala Lajpat Rai served

.

as a necessary corvective and redaced the so-called social cvils to their

proper preportivn and perspective. Bab India siifl remained o sub-
Jeet: of keeu inferest snd pecame one also of speculation when the
Simon (fommission vpened to the British women a wide vista of iufla-
ence aue cervice. Their gratuitous offers of help, bowever, and fheir
private digeussions with individual members of the Ucmmission cymu
to -b;;i regarded somewhat as a feminine vorsion of British Imperialism
and 28 disguiged cfforts fo perpetuate Tradia’s enslavermnent. 1p was
feared, and peshaps right!y, ihat with the ustensible purpose of help
iﬁg m,d’”' on her path of social progress a new Imperiai Service was
to be Imangursicd as a fresh deain ou {be Indiap exchogner ang pfi;

marily 10 provide appointments for the Lurge avmy of unemploved -

&
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British women. This suspicion seemed amply justified when, at a
Couference on ‘“Women in India’ eonvened in London last October
under {he ehairmanship of Miss Kleanor Rathbone, M. P, (accounts
of which have appeared in the Indian Press) Dr. Kathloen Vanghan
and several other British speakers pleaded for a new and highly paid
cadre of Women’s Medical Service with a research department on
lines parallel with the I M. 8. "The Iondian women delegates vetused
to Le drawn into the trap and registered a strong protest against (his
seiieme of exploitation. They clatued the right te speak for them.
selves and theiv Socieges 1o india, and very honly dissosiated 1hom-
gelves from any moeasure that savonred of patrouage or threatened
1o lead ‘o racial cleavage.

Unbappy as this Conferemdc proved, it delivered a warning tq
fudian women, whether in India or abroad, against accepting at theiy
face vahie any pretendsd overtures of friendship. But the disaffilia-
tion from it of many Brifish organisations and the courageous stand
taken by promiuent British women like Lady Emily Lutyeas (Chaiy-

au of the. Indo-British Mutual Welface Loague), Mrs, Pethick Law.
reuci (Wonieu’s Freedom League), Miss Chave Collisson (British
Commonwealth League}, in Joyal snpport of the Indian delegates, were
abundant evidence that with at least one section of {he British publie
the desire to serve India was both geanine and disinterested.

The Iudo-British Mutual Wellare Leagie veprosents sneh a group
of honest friends working harmony wnd  wnity with Tudian
women in London.  Sinee ifs inteption, nearly u year ngo, it has Laith
fully maintaived its ideal of mutial goodwill and undersianding, it
has endeavoured 1o encourage social progress and it has kept {ip a
sustained onslaught on the ignorance and misrepresentation that
sarround India.

In the words of its official pamphlet the aims and objects of the
League are:

1. To promote a closer fricndship between India and Britain
through mutual nnderstanding and service.

2. To help existing orgauisations in the work of social develop-
ment.

i

3. To provide a burcau where accurate information on Ipdia
may be obtained, |

4. To assist Indian visitors to become acquainted with welfare
work in Britain.

et ) ‘ . ) .
b 1 .u'g(»[d lectures and conferences on socinl =ubjects of inter-
est 1o Britishers and Indians.
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6. To raise a scholarship fund for students. ’
Another aspect of the League's activities is concerned w1th‘ the
mobilising of all friends of India into strong unit, and t,h'e co-ordinat-
ing by affiliation of all other organisations in London u}t-erest.ed in
gocinl welfare work in India. The Committee therefore umlgdes re-
presentatives from the Women’s Indian Association (Mrs. D. J inaraja-
dasa), British Comnmonwealth League (Mrs. D. Rama Rao), National
Youneil of Women in India (Lady Hartog), Saroj Nolini Dutt Mem.O-
rial Association for the spread of women’s institates (Mrs. Matthai),
Ladies Auxiliary Committee of the Indian Y. M. C, A. (Mrs. M. Palit).
Other affiliations are expected. |
This article, it is hoped, will arouse Indian interest in t'he League
and secare Indian co-operation, al.ld above all_ suggest to Indian women
in India a channel throngh which they might respond to friendly

gestures from abroad.
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Hindu Seciety and Urgent pecessity of qualified Divorce.

By Sprigrsiana D, Cairave.

1 remember an iucident of about 1wo vears old when a dis-
cussion on ‘'Divoree is detrimentat to the best interests of ijindu
society’” was held under the presidentship of a vetired High Coyrt
Judge in Bombay. The opposition to this proposition wias led py
young students and ithe proposition was carvied by a large majoriiy
(v the disappoiniment of yowug students among whom I wus oue,
honestly behieving that tie “*Divorce in Hindu Law was alt urgent
necessity.””  iven the High Court Judge who presided opined that
Uivoree was detvimental to‘the best interests of the Hindu sodiety.
‘Unfortunately he was a man ol a philosophic bend of mind, advanced
i age and ‘blind to the realities of the situation which all went 1o
show that **Divorce was a necessity . Very few people have given
the due consideration (o this subgect with an analytteal puna and
critical- study oL the quesuol and uo attempt has yet been made to
prepare public opiniot ror sneb an urgent reform.

in ohe tirst place Lgt me fw GUIte elear as regards the meaning
ol the terme *uakitied Dvorce . By thut i mean a divorce grunted
ouly uonders pressing clreumstances in wtuch it is found, aller due
consideration by legal men, that ihe husband and wife are no longer
i a position’ to pull ow. logetlier and their satety and bappuuess
depends gpoeu separation. 1 do not want divorce 1o be very cheap
and easy as i3 lhe case 1 cerlain uropean countries but 1 want u
10 be granted ouly under dire cirebinsianees. We kuow that 1 cgriam
countiries i the West divorce is as cheap as the buying of markel
commodiiies, 1or we ollen se il macried partles in some COuUlltries,
an the slightest preiest and differences of opinion go to the Court
and get Lremselves divoreed and are next day wmarried agai; as u
marriage is an cxperiment be nade daily so as 10 make 1L suw W
the every day changing hobbies ol lnew and wouwen. This kiua ok
aivoree 1s fa¥ trom saustactory in wiueh he ldea oI personal plea-
sure whick s changing cvery day, is the ouly cousideration and
parentai duties arc utterly neglecteu. India does not at all waat 80
chicap a‘divorce which is d@ivorced from gyt consideratious of morality
aud ethics.  While, therefore, we do nol waut o cheap a divorce let
86 N
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us not say that we do not want a divoree at all. The experiment of
not granting a divoree has becu tried by the Thindu Saciety so long
to the complete detriment of many married couples who, {hough
pulling o1 the maivimonial life unhappily and very anxious to
separate from ecch other permanently, eould not do so for want of
sanction of divoree. 1 is no nse blinding ourselves to the realifies
of 1he situation and 1ve in high airs assuming that every thing 18
going smoothlv.  The state of affair is far from satisfactory. We
often see rich and even middle class people keeping prostitates om
hamisome salavies to gratify their physical passions to the ufter
diseust  of - house-wives.  We often  see¢  that  some ladies
ave beaten with sticks and kicked with shocs for entreating theiv
hushands uot to leave the honse al night. It is not very seldom that
prostifates are viven by these heur-ﬂess men-hnsbhands the status of
hogse-wives and the faithful, obedient and loving house-wives are
turned into maidservants and ave eompelled to attend on these pros-
Btutes. In  the Mamahit play Fhacka Puala ~written by the
Famons  Marothi  Dramatist, My Gadakaxi, he has painfed &
very ideal life of a Tlindn wite.  As an ideal it may be zood and may
appesl 1o the sentimonts of sencimental und cmotional people but it
never appealed to me and often during (e Hme of the drima Tasked
myself *“Why Sindhi—the heroine nud wife--does uet divoree™
Sudhakay—-the bero and husband-—instead of  deing  forvtared to
d(‘:lfh.?”’ (._m‘m)m-ihg to conscinnsness 1 nsed te reahse f'.h"dﬁ there
wax nathing like divoree in the 1linda Law and it was unknewn to
Hipdn wives, ' b

Besides, this polvzamy is not wnknown to Hindu Sociaty. A
man can have o number of wives at one time and the Hmd‘? Law
which is very unsatistactory in this respect, and algo in many others,

“does not prohibit it.  The result of polygamy is always this that

the hushand has a favourite wife, and & distiked or 1}nf-71-tllxaate w1'fe or
2 wmaidservant-wife. What a great corruption of the saered tusti-
tutians  We all know the results of polygamy. 1t is always accom-
panigq hy jealousy, hatred, constant biekermys a‘nd‘ guarrels hetween
e diferopi wives and no lady with any sense of womanhood and
self-respact enn tolerate and live the life even for oune wminute. This
i algo ap import&an‘f reason why T waut divoree to be introduced into
onr society,

- In order to show the plight and pitiable condition of our youny
women I intend to give below a story of an unfortunate lady. A
gentlemen from Poona, who considers himself to be very respectable,
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enlttured and moral and whom T very often see in Poona, was married
to a ¥oung lady thongh not of fair complexion, certainly of fair
features about 15 vears ago. The couple pulled on, well for about
two vears. To the utter misfortune of this lady, the aged
stnpid and rascal mother of the husband snggested to him that as
she did not like a daughter-in-law with a somewhat dark complexion,
he should marry another girl of her choice and thus make her g
happy mother and a happy mother-in-law. The fellow was so ghe.
dient and dntifnl to that old stupid lady, who is considered to be gp
enchantress hy good many people in Poona, that he honoured hey
wish and was married a second fime.  Now the trouble of nolveamy
actually began.  The new daunghter-in-law was treated with all pog.
sible eourtesv and affection avhile the old daughter-in-law was
treated with all possible severity, harvshness and was sometimes
kicked and cepsured with the vesult that very soon it became
impossible for her to tolerate the humiliation and mental torture.
Howevor, as a faithful Hindu wife she was prepared to put up with any
hardships that might come in future and live with her hushand as
thors was no other alternative for her : but one dav this dntiful son
ander advice from his errel and heartless mother drove Lia wife out
of the louse aud =ent her to a distant velative- of her as <he was
parentless.  Her life was completely wrecked By her Lushand and
mother-in-law and to-day at the age of 30 she is a broken-hearted lady
and one dav she will die of a broken hoart.  She is getting a petty
maintenance of Rs. 5 per month though her hnsband is drawing
a fat salarv and when an increment in the maintenance charges was
asked for it was pomptly-refused.  Ts this the ideal life of a Hinda
wife? :
If this poor and unfortunate lady had the helping hand of
divoree she could have married a second time or al least, at best,
after securing divoree could have spent her life usefully by devoting
herself to some persuit of her interest.

The inclusion of a qualified divorce in the Hindu Law imme.-
diately alone will help to solve this thorny and burning problem. The
positior of manv Hindn women to-day is that they can neither divoree
the hasbands—because at present there is no such provision in the
Hindu Law—nor can they live with them becanse the bushands do not
want them. This ik eertainly a very preposterous position and is
the greatest injustiée done to women as a class. It is only human
that they should be granted divorce in such cases. Qualified divorce
::rﬂ? r(i‘rl;; d’:f?i‘;lrtg;l in_ th.e Hindn La\y and its inclusion imx.nediatel,\"

\ g inflicted upon Hindu women for centuries.
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Holding Yeour Man in Russia®
By Berey Hoss,

Tt doests 't take von Jong to tud out in Russia thal the “new morn-
iy, whieh gives men and womew egual rights, mesny ﬁf’f{i’-ﬁf.ty f’f‘\‘j‘f‘}«’-
where, from the divorce-gonrt am;i fm-%m*‘y to U{w framway, the boy-
affice af {e theatre and the roasi in the Kitehen jee-hox.

v own first-hand %uu‘m'}{\d;ge- of this state of affairs cane: when 1
mentioned 1o a friend, a Rns;?fmn singery that I waeuted to see ©“The
Led Poppy,”" it new ballet, before leaving Moscow. |

ftan vou eome to it thix Friday evening?' he says, and when 1
assend, he tells me to be veady about seventy-thirty. (N, R.—afier
dinner).

" Mosgeow it in a light deizele when he ealls {or e, and walking in
thin ‘gatin shoes nlong jagged pavements, sxv_‘irlir{;_s; in ud, does not
rate high with me, w0 T cavly halt hefore the earmiage.siand where
bundled-up isrostehijes bogin hngeoting for oy Pave,

When 1t comex dawn from thyee roubles to vne, T ook at wy escort.
“TE iUs worth that to you to get there, lot's go,”” he says, aud the rickety
earriage drives us to the theatre,  © A pouble,”” says be, when we alight,
holding out his hand. Half in lest, U extend a hill, which he passes
on ty the driver, -

Tnside the theatre an usher stops me. ““It’s customary to check
your wraps,”” explaine my escort as he' disposes of his. “Have you
twenty kopekes?’

§ hand him a Aitykopeke piece. “Let hira keep the change,”
*&.‘y:‘s he, walking alonw. ; ,

: Duyring the intermission, we stroll inte the ’buﬂ’?t seryiug\ tea with
eMpg, almond cakes, waffles with eveam spurting fram the ends, and
red apples. “*Care for a glass of tea?’’ he asks, and when 1 suceumb
to & waflg with cceain, he hands me back change from the coin T extend.

We walk home, sinee the vain is over, and at my doorway, he
halts, **No teg inside?’’ he asks, in evident disappointment.

1 shake my head.

e T g s e o e
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veon ',)5’( an’t we go in and make some? You have g burner, haven’t

I explain thi:
—the wsrstwhile
its domestie e

v el alb this Aserican coneessiongire’s home
ol en extled noble—and have no ky,()“,j‘x;,];‘, («,f’

My eseort canuot voneeal fits vegvet. *Why didn’t you say that
socner?”” he asks. ““We eonld have utopped inoaf n.lj»" h()uspy \}]{L
kersde s alwavs full’” Not o word abont the many =kops b‘t'!‘Vi; . ‘\
and buns we passed on cwr way homne ! ' - R e

, Fhus, the vex? Gwe s ginger telephones, whea another yoyy
nad bespoken for the evenine, [ reason like the typieal Russian ﬂ:z[;
per: ““vVho,su comnpgany do  oactaally prefer? CWherever we go,
ancd whatever we eat, I pay s wav!™” And so the opera sifger loses
f,‘)ﬂt“f’() i youth who supports himseelf as Interpreter while contributing
:.{) foreign purimiiv;«l]s. fe varied the procedure by first taking my

e-votible note and at the eod of the cvening reiurming to e the

used fopekes,

Not alone duriag the eomrtship of & vouth and nwid, hut right on
tihrough the marviawe and family life does woman keey on her iy
ity stand, whick, she firmly bebeves, helps her hobd Lise Boshand
Vacaiiotiing in the Crimea, Vwet a baxom wouaii with theee ehildpren

. R N » e , A AR NS R ARE & 0 £ 9

teasting her back on the heach. “Why do you worrv?™ | vemnark

. ! s AP AT K,

a8 she 3 -,_,.2., i N RS YT or watay (8 I S, N N

1,.~Jg fhhatm about I n;zthen.n#_}1€1vv~‘1“§-~ Hovour bushaud doesn’t
mind the expeuse, why not reman?

S]H_‘ 20(“‘\'5 at e {i_g}lﬂ‘.\'?.. “i\'Iy h’dsbam!“:‘ \‘th h'(,iS he to (}() “7ith
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“Would that disturb you?”’ 1 ask, ‘“‘you’re young and could win
many other women—’ : '

““But how do 1 kunow a second marriage would be betier?! Now
at least [ Jmow what I have, and my wife and I understand each other.
Sowe other woman might have more faults! I'm Just as anxious
not to lose my wile as she probably feels aboul me. Ag 2 result we've
boih always on our geod behavior—never nagging or making our
relationship commonplace. The [uct that we do not possess cach
other keeps our marriage from slipping from its high plane,””

“Children?”’ 1 ask. :

He shrugs his shoulders. *“Ihat problem is my wife’s, for g,
returns to her job immediately after child-birth, The child’s mainte.
nanee comes from our joint funds.  Should 1 divorce her, 1 pay offe.

third of my salary for the children’s sapport nntil they are sixteen, g

That enables her to keep them in a day nursery and school, with mealy
in a co-operative kitchen, while she conlinues her work. She'’s certain
of this allowance for them, no matter what my personal feelings, be.
cause the state deducts this third from my salary before 1 receive it,

‘If I have a child and do uot marry the inother, the same allow.
ance is granted the child, so you see we have more voluntary parent.
hood. Here we give no attention to the details of marriage but only
to the children. Yet we never feel that heemns . -
not iron bound, our ménages are not mora),
with morals ¢ Your marriaggs mast have g judge or a mayor present
bucause it brings in the question of dower rights and property inherit.
auce.  We have nothing like this to congjder, '

Irrom the little bride I encounter oy the sleppes of Crimea, whose
husband cculd not afford a ring 1o mark her hetrothal and marriage,
comes this observation: “Why should a ring hind my busband’s alle-
giance more than his word? He said he loves e, That i enough,
i work side by side with him in the vineyards and do wot feel I "
being ‘supported’ by any man.” _

“Al, we Russian women are sineere in our work and in our love, ™
she murmurs, “for we realize each makes the other possible, T
wonen in other eountries, the lportant part of wmarriage is Property
and security, We glory i the fact that materially, we have nothing
to gam~and we ourselves-helped bring sbout the law which sunders
marriage when either party is dizsatisfied. We do not halieve in
smothering a man with our love—but in leaving when love digs. And
love ﬁoes die,”’ she ruminates sadly. ““And it is dm:ing those de-
pressing pluteaus that work helps s earry on and ouee more find
vurselves,”’

']

WISE our marriages are
What have laws to do

L

The Women’s*Movement in China.

At the end of 1927 the Women’s Tuternational League for Peace
and Freedom sent a delegation with ils message of sympathy and
goodwill to Chinese women. One of the members of this delegation
writes to ¢ Tup Astaric Review ” as follows:— ‘

Old residents told us that the ehange in the last ten years is
almost unbelievable, and certainly in watching the groups of women,
their hair short, Western fashion, or neatly coiled, but mostlys free
of the annovance of a bai, walking together lu the street shopp-ing,
gossiping at corners or riding i rickshaws, lt‘u? dificult to believe
that not so long ago they were never seen out of doors.  *

To those who have known something of the struggle of Western

-women to be allowed equal opportunity of edueation and profession the

situation is particnlarly intevesting, for in China the strongest sup-
porters of the Women’s, Movemeut sye their husbunds, sens, and bro-
thers! ,Now that the women have. proved themselves capable of intel-
lectual effort they are béing~ welcomed everywhere as co-workers
with the men, and every door hag been thrown open te them. We
met women doefors, teachers, professors, lawyers, nurses, secretaries, .
journalists, 2nd even an‘editor, and one woman bank manager, whose

- bank was so suceesstul that it wys moving into larger premises at the

time we were in Shanghai. Of course, the number is very small in
proportion to the whole, but it is growing by leaps -and boundsf‘
This movement is having its effect in every field of national life.

" The field in which the influence of women is Being increasingly felf is

educdtion, and mediciue. DBut the field of poliﬁcs‘.ualsoz I‘iu China
a8 91éewhefe, has not remained free from the 111ﬁux of the fitth estate:

.. The revolution {gave’ a grea}fz impetus to( orga’mz?-twns among
women for political purposes; and in 1922 the Women’s Sufftage Asso-

~ clation and Women's Rights League were founded in certain provinees

of the South. Hunan was the first provinee o recognize cyual rights
for women i ilg constitation, and to the short-lived parliament in
Peking of 1921 refurned a ‘womsn representative. In Kwantuny to-
day these two societies have amaigamated under the title of Womenys
Moversent General Alliance, which has a number of groups seatiered
throughout. the provinee and several thousand members, we were
told.  1lts President, Mrs. Leung, lives in Canton, In May, 1927, ihis

93

3

. ’

XI—13



STRI-DHARMA

. organization sent out a message to ‘‘ feminist organizations of other
lunds,”” in the eourse of which the members pledged themselves to
work for their country, and stated that they were concerning them-
gelves ‘‘with better internatiomal understanding between China and
the Powers, so that genuine goodwill shall be achieved.”

On the International Womag's Day, March 8, 1928, we were
~ giveu copies as we went on to the platform of the great mass meeting
of women in Canton, at which wé were honoured by being asked to
speak. Bvery foreign woman resident had received a special invita-
tion, and seats were reserved on the open-air platform for all who ae-
cepted. The great company of over a thousand womell, with their
flags and banners, and some hundreds of men, stood listening to

speeches from delegates of virious: women's groups- for three hours
withont apparently any lessening of interest. There-were nv police |

visible, order being maintained apparenily by girl guides.
At the end of the three hours a series of slogans were shouted

_ by a slender little lady through a megaphone and an answering shout
of acceptance greeted each one, with the raising of the right hands
of the vast erowd. These are some of the most interesting:
. Uaite all women’s movements,

Erqual education for men and women,

Equality of vocational oppertunity for men and women.

Equality for women under law,

Bqual wages for men and women. ‘ _ o ‘
Protecﬁon‘of mot‘herhood. ' : A‘ {
Protection of Child Labour.

Organize women farmers and labourers. .

Down with the slavery of etiquette for women.
10, Oppose polygamy.

L.

B e

oe e

-~
=
.

11. Oppose child hetrothal and removal of the girl fo her future husband’s _‘

home,
12. Demand cyual noval stapdard for men and women,
The influx of women in politics will have far-reaching influence
in another field, that of international relations. As tHe writer BAYS i~
We found everywhere a real desire for peace, a detestation of

war, aud a desire to co-operate with other nations in bringing alout a -
better world order. Individual Chinese women weye working quietly

in Shanghai and Peking together with the foreign women to bring
?bo"g ?hbetttir woderstanding, and they gave us every help, there and
. 1n all the other centres, in spreading our message of friendship and

- goodwill as wide as pos,aible.p ; 8 € friendship
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« THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT IN CHINA

Tn closing T will quote fromi a letter received lately from a woman
professor whose acquaintance T made in Nanking:

¢ Women as the mothers of nations must demand and command
the world to bring that dream of peace into reality. They must do
it ; nobody else can do it for them. This calls for a need of an intel-
lectual womanhood  with spiritual power—women who have vision,
who know their mission, and who have tools to make their contribution
felt by humanity. Women must know what they want, and then hold
on to it, stand for it with firm determination. ...l only wish that women
of all nations, Bast or Wesl, will unite in the construction of this
ark of peace, which is the only means to save humanity from destrac-
tion by the flood of war. T helieve this ark of peace knows no Kast,
10 West. She certainly will ‘serve the humanity which knows no
national barriers.”” - ‘ ‘ .
. Surely we may feel that the Womben'’s Movement in China, led
by such women as these, should strengthen our hopes that the new

Ching which is mow emereing - will take her place in the family of

natiods as one of the gnardians of the peace of the world.

[ .
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Awakcn‘ing of Indian Woemanhood.x -
By Lapvy HARTOG.‘

To one who has been away from India for a few years there is
. no change more striking than that which has {aken place amoug the
women. Indeed, they are moving go rapidly that it is diffientt o give
even a hird’s-eyve view of present conditions withont a feeling that jn
certain particulars impressions o fow months old may be out of dyte
by the time they are set down. T should like to safegnard myself ay
the outset from the pitfall of generalising about Tudia, whether in re-
gard to her women or auvthing else, and in speaking of the awakening
of Indian womachood. ' '

Remargant® STWRBING,

I do not mean thai the movement has yet reached the great magses
of women all over the coantry. 1 am aware of the facet that only ahout
2 per cent. of the women of Tndia ure Pterate, and fhat the female
population was nearly 155 millicne al the Just penzus,  Conditions are
relatively advanced in some Pravinees and States and backward in
others, bul muking allowances Tor all {hig 'a'}iwfrs}?'y, ihe broad fact
emperges that there is a romarkahle stirving,
it may often still be indefinahle and indafinit., ,

The movement originates {rorm the hand of highly edueatedf'ﬁ‘iﬁdi
publi c-spirited women scat'gered over thé‘»country;-whb can take their |
place among the most cultivated of womien of the ‘twentieth.‘century,}
and from their Fuoropean friends and helpers, and is radiating from;i
them in ever-widening eireles among the edneated classes .and pene-
trating downwards gradpally info the classes below, thongh it may stiy .
no more than a dawning consciousness that woman has gsome place of
her own in ihe seheme of things. Purdah, ehild marriage, the Hindy
lawa of inheritance, these are heine talked abont as vever before, and
the mere tact of their heine thus talked about is of rhe greatest signi-
ficancg, since it iz only by wide discussion of thess problens that pub-
le opinion can grow aud the eountry as a whole hecote prepaved for
action in regard to them. |

and awakening, though

»

]

Ome of the most polent faciors in the awakening has undoubtedly
been the All-India Women's Fducation Conlerence, initiated by Mrs,
*Contemporury Feview, '
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Cousins, which held its first session at Poonn in 1927 under the Presi-
dency of H. JI. the Makavani of Baroda, met for the second time at
Delhi in Fehvuary, 1928, and for the third time at Patna in January
of this vear. Tt has brought together from all over India, from the
different Provinees and from many of the Indign States. those in-
terested in girls education and the women’s movement, both Furopean
and ician, of all vanks and of all ereeds; In connsetion with it loeal
conferences to elect delegates and pass resolutions ave held in many
different centves (there weve forty-five such eonferences i 1928), 8o
that the juterest it has avoused-and the inspiration it has given has
reached large numbers of both purdah and non-purdah women all over
the country. The very fact that many purdah ladies have travelled
long distances to attend the sessions of the Clonference shows how
{imes have changed during the last few years. The Conference was .
originally organised only to deal with .oduaation; but many delegates
wished at the same time {o disenss social problems affecting the wel-

 fare of women and children, and at Fatna this. year it was resolved

that the Couference should divide its activities into two different sec-
tiomg, one for education and one for social reform, and be known in
future as the All-India Women's (onference.

Desdanp ror Boucatiox.

There is no doubt that thie demand for increased facilities for
the education of girls, both primary and secondary, as voiced by the
Conference and other associnrions, jg real and insistent. The seeon-
dary schools Yor girls wre nearly all dled to overflowing, especially’
i the lower classes. and more aty urgently requived. When a new’
primary sehool for ¢ivls is opened in the towns it fills up at once.
Madras City, in intvoducing compalsory primary cducation, has in-
claded girls as well as bovs and it is‘especially inferesiing that a

; N - N N N Woarnc
deputation asked for Muslim givis alse to be inelnded. The coileger.

- fop. women are full, aud in several Universities, whethet or no they

have special women’s colleges, one finds a number of women students

~reading with the men.  Kdueation in British India sinee the Reforms
18 & transferred subject, i.e,, under the direct control of the Minister

for Rducation in each Provil‘l\m,‘bﬂi‘ in none of the Provinces have
girls and women been given their due share of the money allotted for

-education. Now that the demand for girls’ education has become so

strong women themselves must see to it that this state of affairs is
not allowed to continue. They are heginning to come forward, and

-are most urgently needed o local bodies and boards of all kinds which

def}} wit':h t.he edueation of girls, 80 iil,mt t.hey can represent the women’s
point of view and see that the girls’ claims are no longer passed over.
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There is no doubt that the ag’é of marriage among girls attending

~ secondary schools has risen very perceptibly during the last few vears.

Ih;\every school which I visited recently there was a large proportion
of unmarried Hindu girls in the npper clagses in which a few vears
ago the over-whelming majority were Chr?stian's. It is true that a
large percentage of the girls still leave school hetween the ages of 192
and 14 preparatory to marriage, but the important and significant
change is in the numbers who stay on-to a later age.  The feeling
against child marriage seems widespread among women, even when
~srthodoxy and' time-honoured cusiom eanse them fo accept it am in.
evitable., There is a strong conviction amony the edueated classes that
legislation must precede the growth of pyblic opinion, that it is only

by legislation that the age of marriage ean he sneerss{ully raised all

over the country, and that legislation alone will compel the orthodox
and stréngthen the resistance ta enstom of many waverers who are now

afraid ﬂlﬂf by postponing the marviage of their danghters thev will

Jose the chanee of arranging suitablé marriages for them,
Rerasarion oF Pumpam.

Another question intimately bound nwp with girls’ edoeation is the
problem of purdah, but purdeh foo is very gradually bat. pereeptibly
relaxing. The number of women who come owlr 58 §B%cah increases
vear by year, and even H. H. the Begum of Bhopal Hds now set the

example. Schools, apart from those which are mainly. for Mcham-

medan girls, are not as strietly purdah as they werg a fow years ago,.

Many have some men teachers, and men visitors iay be shown 'OV?‘
s 7 PR e Yy : \

the school.. Far fewer purdah women load a life of cothplete seclu-

sign, apd fhere is eorfainiy & growing freedom wf movement among

theg, Thev go oul more tor (h'ij’ei% they go in lar(ge“mm’nem to
meetines gueh as (hose of the lacal Edueafmr:x. Confergnee, thev o to
. parties and to *;‘;‘{z,,rdza’h clube.  These have becorpe fur more nefive and
*,?iv‘ingﬁ"hwsti%izﬁonm in many plares than they weve » fow vears ago.
Where mempbers vsed onty to sitshout aud were with fifficuity pop-
suaded'to ;;.;;mp at all, we iy uow fordd them organizing the eluh them-
selves, “plaging all sorts of games, aud oven setling un plave, Re-
axution of the purdah in districts where it i« strongest musi hé pre.

~eeded by freedom of movement, and will then follow i T think, nga
maturak sequence.  If is fo be remembered fhat @ Torkey there was

no seclusion of women al the time the veil was diseavded, There are
in purdah (Whﬁ}fzzc? by retfusing gny spedial facitities 10 women still
(HITAR, Whether as regatds edneniion or anything else, Far wiser
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to me seems the policy of promoting their oducation in every way

possible aud of encouraging thers to move about freely even in burkas,

80 that the change may come naturally without either outety or reaction.
Women v Prsuc Lk,

As a contvast to the consideration of purdaly let us turn to the
small but growing group of Indian women who ave taking a part in
public life. The names of Mrs. Sarojini Naida, one of the most pro-
mineni members of the Congress Party, and of Miss Cornelia Sovabji,
formerly Legal Adviser to the Uourt of Wards aund now practising
at {he Caleuttn Bar, have long been familiar to Fnglish readers, hut it
is not generally known thaflgeveral of the Provinees have now one nomi-
nated woman member ou the Legislative Qoanedl, while in Madras the
Deput v-President of the Counedl is a woman, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi.
Dr. Reddi is devoting all her epergies to the task of social reform,
and has already succeeded in passing Uwough the Couneil a Bill for
the abolition of the Devadasi system. that system by which certain
wirls_in Southern Tudia are dedicated to Hindn temples for an im.
maoral purpose. Dr. Heddi was also a member of the Auxillary com-
mitfee on Bdueation of the Statufory Commissiofmwhile Mrs, Ramesh-
wari Nebru was appointed a membeyr of the Commitive on the Age
of Consent. Quiite a number of women are now to he found on Muni-
oipal Committees, District Boards, Hducation Boards and Couneils,
[’sniwrfui v bodies, ele., though fay move are ueeded sl uver the cowry
to obtain adequate consideration of the qudstions most vital to women s
progress. Associations such as the Women’s Tudian Associntion, the
National Couneil of Women in Iudia, as well as the All-India Women’s
Conference, arve working for the betier representation of women on
public bodics. _ <

Neep wor TRAINING, R

The more alive the educated xvomamhoéd of India becvme to the
great futwre whigh lies in their hauds, the more. deutely will be felt
the need f{or move workers and Yor more adegnate fraiving iu all
branchey of sociul gervice, Tiieach of the great cities we find groups
«afprogresgve and cnlightened women, Christian and non-Christian,
Indidy aye’ Kuropean, by whom muc§1 good work is being done, but
even here yreat fields are ptactically ~untouched for lack of
trained workers. 'There is -also o general dearth ‘of volun-
tary help. 1In most of the smaller towns veluntarv soeial
work is still in ils infancy, and hds bardly been "att(emptedvin rural
areas with a few striking qxce;)tieus. among which the Saroj Nalini
Dutt Memorial Assaciation in Bengal may be mentioned as essontially
a women’s movement. The tradition of social service has still to be

']
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created h‘rtl:e schools, and there are many practical obstacles for
:vo] uptary workers such as difficulty of transit. Tven i there is a car
in the family itmay very likely not be available, and the hiring of a
Ceonveyante mounts up to a sum sufiicient to deler a number of voung
Swoinel; who xﬁigllt otherwise be willing to undertake regulay W(;rk, °
Then again there is the pm‘n_mmwf uce(’j. tor training. In England
in these days a vovrug womiy will always find an experienced worker
who will take hevr rovnd at fivst and show hev the vopes. Butin Indig
excepl in the very ‘avgest cenives, and apart {rom the Missious, there
is no one, and the mexperivnced volowtary workey, whether English
or Indian, finds herself struggling with many prebléms she does not
xnow how to {ackle, while freqnently the ouly paid workers available
need guidance becayse thoy may not have adequate iraining or powers
of organisaiion for the posts they are called upon to fill. The League
of Social Service for Women recently inaungurated in Caleutta 1s an
attempt to tuifil this need in Bengal. It is proposed to open an lusti-
tute of Sacial Rervice under a competent lwarden, where workers can
go for general training apart from specialist courses such as midwifery
“or vursing, whieh are provided for-elsewhere. It is hoped to create
a salaried service of women social worlters who will go out from the
Tnstitate and work in the villages, covering a larger and larger field.
: C Wimpows aND SoCIal SERVICE, ;
Lastly, /L tarn to a conside'.rafiun o the problem of the supply
oi women workers. An increasing uumber\ of wqmen‘m coning for-

’

ward as doctors, health visitors, efe, but it séems to me that it is to
her widows that Inglia must look more and more to take the place of

the large bodi of fnmarried women teachers and social workers of
“the West, Ju Lupgland we take our women workers so much for
aranted thal one does not vealise how great an asset they are to the

eountry until faced with the problem as n. p_rt)sunts self in India,
One has to rem’um’:m' that wwept awone Christians a yn'qn'g‘jlumm'ried

Woman is a rare oxcepiioll India, snd that the small Clristian com.

“munity still frnishes a large proportion of the teaching profession.
As girls’ education spreads it is idle to expect from married teagtisrs

~with young eliildrer. and a home to look after the work wlhih i, given
: by a single woman. I3ul with the widow it is different. - 8he ean give
-up bier life to lier voeation and in so doing find happiness. Ior those
to whom teaching does not appeal there is work to suit almost every
sle and: capacity erying out to be done, The Poona Seva Sedan,
d. pignecr trainipe contre for adult women, has now sent

8 of wohen? including many widows, as teachers,
ote., and in ull the big towns in lndia there are

. : »

'

 eagily to them. They are free

wwi """ AWAKENING OF INDIAN WOMANHOOD

now widows’ homes, though all do not give iraining. In Lady Bose’s
Widows’ Home tor training primary teachers in Caleutta there were
this year over a hundred applieations for thirty vacaneivs. 1t seems
the greatest pity that any woman who wizhes 10 be traived should
be refused when the domand for trained teachers is 0 great, and liberal
financial aid should surely be forthcoming so that any existing in_sti—
tution giving efficient {raining may be expanded to meet the growing
demand. Propaganda lo persuade parents and gnardians of wxdovf"ed
girls to allow them to take up & career of their own is evidently making
headway. The movement for improving the legal status of Hindu
widows is also gaining ground, and with the granting to them of pro-
perty rights will come a power and independence which they bave
never hitherto enjoyed. If at ﬂx‘e same time they can be made to
realise the urgent call on them for wervice they will deserve better
of their country than by remarnage.

WoRDERFUL PROGRESS.

No one would deny that the women of India have made wonder-

a ful advauces in the last ten years, though greay” problems still lie

ahead of them. The provision of more and of better education for
girls, the supply of teuchers, and of more and betfer {eachers’ train-

‘ing, thé provision of trajned social workers and of more. doctors,

purses: and midwives, the widespread teaching of mothereraft and
hygiene, the veform of laws and customs adversely affecting women,
the problems of prostitution both among the general commuuity and
ander the cloak of veligion, all these questions are avousing more
and more ioterest wo-day. The gallant band of educated and progres-
sive Indinn women who are attempting lo solve these problems still
need all the help and co-operation which their English sisters ean give
them. School bife and cducation give English women & traning and
outlook which makes secretarial ad organking werk gome relatively

‘go’ about alone, and many who at
Present do npthing but pass the time would _Welqlg@e\ the interest given
by social wo -k and the epportanity of helping, if only they kuew the

ki‘mi{ of help).ﬁxat is needed and ','Would be weltomed. Local Women's

Assigiations, should be able more @?nde;,mc)fe t6 give them advice as to

this acel e p them to bogit, and not only would they find their own
lives fuller and vicher, but they would have the satisfaction of serving
their country. 2 | i

As'things are at present too much work falls on the few energetic
workers, and too many edncated women, both English and Indian

)
allow the ple ¢ gocial life to swale®™ vy theig d ;
P casures o : " ,;*m-gm,. ’“?.ys.
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Tbe'?Prob'lem of Peace.

’

7 " "By Busy Wikisson, M.P.

" (A speech delivered during the Sixth International Congress of v

the Women’s League for. Peace and Freedom held at Prague
: « Auguwst, 1929.) ( ' o

" The pi'oblém of peade is not only a problem of machinery but
g Pact does’

how to remove causes that make for war. ~The Kellog
not mention or deal with the real cause ofintetnational or civil wa
the Imperialism of modern great States which in its ‘national\aspect
we call capitalism. Socialists used to teach that eapitalism inevitahly
made for war because of the need for markets. In its latest phase,
that of finance-capital that necessity will: probably disappear, being
replaced by financial control of an ‘international consortium, ration-
ing both markets and available raw. materials. The proposals for
an international steel cartel, international shipping trusts, cold
storage, etc., show the beginaings of what is probable.  Thus, it is
impossible to discuss the international situation ‘without linking it
np with the labour position, OT otherwise pacifists who pride them-
gelves on being outside party guarrels may find themselves much
behind the times, urging a peace belween nations which may have been

1

r"""

secured by finance-capital, and iguoring till foo late the growing bitter-

ness of the class war,

Tpe most important conflict inside. any modern state except
Russia is that befween capitalism and labour. Many pacifists are
surprised that the T.abour movem%pts, espema.ll‘_y.m those countrms
where trade union organization is afrong and .r‘mhtant,h are generally
in favour of compul: 1 i international affairs, support-

lsory avbiiration i
ing Hagve Courtsy the glaning
methods of seenriyg suely arbitration,
of, or actaslly hostilgepe compulsery
In England we have unfons like, the Tron and Steel Trades Wedera-
tion and the Boot and Shoe Unions that bave lived for years under
# gystem of compulsery arbitration, while other unious will fight to
the' death to avoid anything tHat seems to take away the right to
stn?e. - The difference really 1Q$ between the older unions who grew
up in ar atmosphere ‘where thg relutions of master and man Was

162 :

Lmt are cither very suspicious
arbiteation n trade disputés.

of {he Optional Clause, and other

rd

coalficld, for example, one doubts whether any §
q}@aﬂening'as what is called peace.:

THE PROBLEM OF PRACE

accepted as vart of the law ol the wiverse and only the share of
sach rewsatued to he apportioned, wattesrs of hounrs and conditions
which are ohvionzly meel sabjects oy arhitration, and the new
anions born out of Sociadist propaganda who wani fo abolish 1he
capitalist altogether aud veplace the systdm by a ee-operative Com-
monwealth.  You ean arhifvafe about an amount, whother vou will
have six peice or one shilling. Tt s lesy oasy lo fnd a satisfaclory
method of peacefuily abolisking the utire power of one party to a.
dispute.

MThis i the root diffienlty of seeuring internal peace in highly
developed modern industrial states. A working class rendered pro-
pertyless, reduced to the position of a weekly or even an hourly wage
status, ennnot accept muehinery whicl assumes this status as a con-
dition outside its ferms of veference, andd pr«-»geuds {0 arhitrale only
apon the payment pey hoar or wa2ek, the erfnditmns of labour, or other
adjustable tems within the fyamework of the gystem.
| {racle anionists push their demands high
enough they can break the system, but in this case any arbitration
machinery would necessarily act as a powerfnl brake and might cause

the explosion that in theory it was Jesigned to prevent.
or for that matter desirable, to

To ask whether it is possible, rable,
bave internal pesce, while the injustices and oppression of eapitalism
continue, is like asking whether it is worth while to preserve inter-
naticnal peace amid the horrors of competing imperialisns, and the
answer in both cases is the same: it depends on whether any real.
improvements in the conditions of the people can be secured by war-
fare. There ix,. of course, the important difference that In 131ter-
national affairs the horrors of war are greater than the evils of un-

just peace, while in the class war, after visiting the South Wales
trike could be as soul-

1t is arguable that if

Twelve vears after the Bussinn Revolution the case of thgse who
argue for catastrophic revolutior®as & means of sett}ement“c}f ;nte'I‘ I}al
injustice ig not as simple as if tooked in the ea rly days of the Leninist
Emecess. - YWhen the revolution is oven the problems of poverty are
etill there, goperally in an aggravated torm, The pr(')bl.eim of carital
and labour has still to he solved even i.h"J“:gh the eap ifalis® has gone.
The great imprevement, that of status, is esslest scen in a gquick
transition such as that ¢rom a feudal Czarist state to a Soviet one.
But in modern Waestern States, such as France, Germany and Eng-
Jand, the problem of status is being partially solved by political action.
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STRI-DHARMA

The great political labour movenients raise the workers as citizens,
give them not only a share in choosing their Government, but in
forming the Government itself.

In these States, therefore, t‘hﬂe‘e" problem is to devise machinery

for securing to the man and woman' in industry the status they enjoy .
as freely voting citizens in a politically demoeratic community, The
Soeialist wovement states emphaticallv that this cannot be done whils .

the ownership of ihe means of existence continues in private hands;

that before the inhabitants can be as free as workers as Ythey arp-ag

citizens they must communally own the means by which they hvg -
Most Socialists, as distinet from Communists, accept the i

evitability of a period of transition, or perhaps it would be there -

eorrect to say that they consider that such a transitional perioﬂ’fj‘is_

better than a catastrophic revolutfon and-likely to-produce more:

lasting results. Revolutionists claim that an actual violent, act of
taking over is inevitable because the ¢apitglists will not su}'re'n.der any
real power gradually, and they instance the General Strike in Eng-
land, where the violent aspects of it—the guns and tanks and soldiers
—were forced upon a peaceful folding of arms by a large and im-
portant body of British workers.

The pacific Soeialist who adnﬁfs the right to strike is obviously
at a logical disadvantage because In modern industry, strikes, to be
offective, must become larger an.d larger. Then at some point such
a strike will take on the dimensions of a General Strike. This will

appear as a challenge to the State, and a condition of civil war may thus

be forced by the employing classes.  On the other hand, to deny the.
right to strike takes away from the worker his ultimate weapon.
Al this is perfectly logical and the revolutionists’ cas]f 18: un-
answerable if one talks only in terms of force. - If the worKkers are
gﬁfe]:ﬂy conseious of their wrongs and their solidarity they can
in democratic States eontrol the political power of their States. This
gives them the advaniage that, up to now, the employing classes have
always held—that of having the State on their side in a dispute.

Sueh a Government could set ap Conciliation Courts and arbitration

machinery. which would veally have the confidence of the workers,
and questions of status and managerial funetions, and even the owner-
ship of the indnstry itself, could be referred to if.

| But in these days of the beginning of a world society the workers
are realiging, as finance-capital has done, that they ean no longer
think: effectively in terms of their own nation’s industries. Rapidly
tl‘n’e Wﬂply ‘of the world’s needs, or it would be better to say the
b1t S Lo o .

i

THE PROBLEM OF PEACE

control of the sources of snpply of the world's heeds, is.being organised
on an international hasis. A textile worker in Laneashire or Lodz.
may think that his ves) enemy is net his immediate employer, but the
Tadian and Chinese worker, who is veceiving ove-twelfth his pay.
The American miners, without realising it, broke the British resistance
by werking overfime in 1926, and six months after the Brifish failure
the British miner has to do the same thing against the American
worker, o

Hence the growing demand on the part of the workers for inter-
natirmal oreanisations and an International Labour Office which shall
really secnre some nniformity of woerld eonditions of labour. Indi-
vidual pmployers may he themselves in favour of equallency. eondi-
Hons Hnt as was seen by the English attitude at Geneva under the
last Conservalive Government, finance-capital is anxious for the
maintehance of different standards in order ‘that one section of
workers may be used against another. Hence the attempt of their
spokesmen at Geneva to tidicule the 1. L. O., to reduce the budget
and to prevent the ratification of the Washington Convention.

In the vame way as in internal matters, so in international
affairs. The only hope of peace lies in the organisation of strong
trade or industrial unions, and the political expression of this organi-
sation fhrpugh strong Socialist and Labour 'nar'ries. A trade union
movement acting alone is helpless against the deeper causes of its
troubles. Tt is of no avail for & frade unjon 1o win an extra shilling
a day, if two shillings are taken away by a maniprlated rise in the
cost of living. Equallvy is it litlle u%e, as the great and anecessful
Australian unions have found, for one nation to control its own sources

. of raw material, if its supply of eredit and money power is left in the
“hands of international financiers. The proposed International Bank

under the Young Plan conld make a mockery not only of the amelio-
ration of workers’ conditions, but of ‘State ownership of any industry
which needed either raw material or ;ma:ir:kgts outside its own botjders.

Thus, with strong international trade wunion organisation to
secure international standards must go strong political movements
to secure control of the Governmeut machinery.  If hoth of these
‘are inspired by Socialist ideals, by the aim of replacing capitalism
by a Socialist State, then and then only can stable peace, both national
‘and international, be hoped for. Given Socialist Governments (and
' saying that T mean mot only in name but actually determined to put
“their theories into praclice) the other problems fall inte line,
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These other problems are many. Disarmament means the
displacement of many thousands of skilled workers and the disband-
ment of great armies and navies. This personmel has 1o be re-

~organised and re-absorbed. A Soeialist State would secure main-
tepanee during the transition. A Conservative and wilitarist one
might not be displeased at the problem snch disbandment would cause
in the hope that disecontent might ‘‘teach the masses a lesson in all this

pacifist nonsense,’” as one highly-placed General Officer recently said
in England. i

But if cannot be too strongly emphasised, especially to those

iwho are deeply involved personally in the Labour Movement, that
s organisations which are themselves outside that movement may help
in the settlement of disputes by persistent education to enlighten
people as fo the cause of war.  Such organisations as the W. 1.
can reach people who arve quite ont of touch and out of sympathy
with labom'r and show them the real root difficulties in the way of
peace.  There is no doubt that peace propaganda in Britain ‘has
helped the Labonr movement enormously, not ouly as pmpagﬂ“dlﬁ‘fsy
but keeping before the workers the nltimate ideals behind their imme-
diafe struggles for improved wages and counditions of labour.

Theve are likely to be disagreements hetween countries, and |

between individuals, for all time.  The possibilities of conflict of
wills, of desires, of ideals even, rre likely to he enhanced in n Bocialiat

State, because froedom of the ﬁ'ldi\fidﬂ&l ‘ephancss’ personality.. Bul

onee get rid of the system which profits by warfare, then there 1a no
more reason why interaational -disputes cannot be ‘ap easily abolished
as duelling, and law takes the place of force. fo :

A

Women the World Over.

NatioNavity oF Marxigp Women,

A Meeting of English organisafions interested in the nationality
of married women was held in Liondon, July 24, at the instance of the
National Council of Women.

The present position was explained by Chrysial Macmillan whe
stated that the present Frime. Minister had signified agreement with
the claims made that: (1) a British woman should uet automatieally
lose her naticuality on marriage with an alien; (2) u foreign woman
marrying a British subject should wol hive Britishb nationality im-
posed on her unless she applies to become a British subject; and (3)
a married woman should havg the right to uaturalize, and not be

- classed with minors and lvuaties. 'These principles have been approved

on several occasions by the British House of Commens and in Domi-
nion Parliaments, but inaclivity has reigned and no action has been
taken to remove the disabilities of which nobody appareutly approves.
STiikE vok Equar, Pay and Win, '
"Turkish women were eminently successtul in their fight for ‘‘equal
pay tor equal work’’ and won their point in their very first strike.
The strikers were 2,000 Anatolian peasant women, still wearing
their veils. They were employed by the Turkish Forest Explora-
tion Company, and they strack becanse they received only 25 cenis
a day, balf of the wages puid the men employees.
,Phay demanded wages equal to men’s, and not only got them
but also got their employers’ promise Lo cease economic distinetion

“between the sexes in the future.

: Beagcrs Prize ror MeEN ONLY.

Standing by its belief in FKqual RBights for women and all rali-
gions, Oxievd University bas rejected a legacy of 800 pounds {o be
used 88 9 prize.

The bequest was left the university Ly the laie Dv, J. AL Walker,
vaee & seholar of Wadham College, and the eome wus ta provide an
t}{mual prize for an essay ou church history to be competed for ‘by
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i 'I‘ho new law reoogmzes ff'fm prmmple ot the marrmge settlemeni:
: anﬁ even allows the estabhvshmnnt of speh settlement not only before
’ but dnring mamage N' ‘ ‘ )

Thm neW law also, mﬂuenceq ton considerable degree those mar-
riages concluded before’ Jannary 1,71930.  The wife enjoys all legal,
{inancial, and famlly equality, séve that the wmmamty of property
remains and. the" nght to dispose of commen propetty is in the hands
of - the’ husband Int a few special cases all property acquired after
1930 is sub;eét to the Jnew law.

The refomn brnught about by this new law has been before the

country for more than twenty-nine years. The original Finnish marrlj
age law dated from 1734. Towards the end of the last century some

amendments were introduced tending to improve the position of mar- -

ried Womn, but they were insufficient. About 1900 the women’ﬂ
orgamsatwnﬁ urged the members of parliament to attempt 8 spe edy
reform, but they were unsuecassful

In 1907 Finnish women ha.d the: good fortune to put theu' claims
in the hands’of théir own women representatives in Parliament, but
again they failed: of prmtmal résults. In 1918, when Finland became

an independent stﬁt}e, the auestion was again taken up. Finland con-

sulted with. Sweden, to. whom it bad belonged until 1809, and with"
other northern countrles that were studymg the question. A Marrm :
Law Beform Blll was passed in Sweden in 1920 and similar bills we
passed later jn Norway and Denmark. The new anmh Law is bq
on thege previOus ‘Scandinavian bills,

The Briugrny saye-that **apart from its adaptahon to spemal ‘;Z ol
and its great practio 1 henefits, ‘‘ the mere existence; of a hgm;us o
based on’ equa”hty-' “ rights and equality of duties’ bitv:i?;ubhshes o
and. wife, is of the greatesp importance, becanse 1

tion.’
a the life of the na
‘ standard which must deeply influence e of 'Equal Righte)

(‘le abpve noteﬂ tre- faken f;om va.rious i

e

EQUAL Rmn:rs

t victory that
I have the aatlsfactmn of informing you Of the grea Y
'., has béen won by Roumanian woren, who have obtained both the
Vote and also eligibility for the Commutie for the Municipality and
“!'the Councils, =
. We rejoiee with our Roumaman tallow suﬁ"mglst who have worked
‘%0 splendidly in their association that at last the Roumanian woman
- is to be reeogmwﬁ as a person and a citizen. Though only 4 partial
e ~

9%
WOMEN THE WORLD OVER

franchise, at present, the age limit is equal. This result from less
than ten years’ work seems marvellous to us who struggled 80 many
years to win the Vote, but the progress of women is now sweeping
forward with ever-increasing speed to our goal of equality. Each suec-
cessive vietory is hailed with cheers all along the line and success in
any oue country echoes throughout the world.

We congratulate Roumania, too, on gaining complete civil rights
for her women.—‘The Vote

gog?”

SERVICE TO A FAIR SEX

“ PEVENSY,”
COLLEGE ROAD,

NUNGAMBAKKAM.
T 4k May, 1928,

MESSRS. BAPALAL & Co., have made for

me some Jewels and Silver-ware. They

are very reliable and their workmanship
¢ excellent.: 1 have found their Diamonds

gc_)od and moderately priced.

+(8d.) ANDAL VENKATASUBHA Rao.

BAPALAL & COMPANY

Diamond Merchants & Jewellers,

216, Chiba Bazaar, MADRAS, G. T.
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It is the Ladiés’ |
who are interested! |

The Health of every Home is the first
care of the Lady. /It is to her interest
to note these

FOUR FAMOUS FAMILY REMEDIES

LITTLE'S
"ORIENTARL BAILM
To‘ cure all Aches and Pains.
HENRY'S JVARA-HAR]

To cure Ague, Malaria, Dengue, Influenza
and other Fevers.

HENRY'S OMUM-CARPOOR
To cure Colic, Indigestion, Flatulence,
+ Diarrheea and Cholera. To correct
Wemen's Functional ' Disorders,
1 HENRY'S KILA-KOLD .
To curée Colds, Coughs and. Bronchml
Aﬁection;
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»al Birth Control
By ETTIE A. ROUT. ‘ i
. WITH A PREFACE ] ST

By’ SIR WILLIAM ARBUTHNOT LANE, Bart., C.B, M5,

‘ " The Eminent Surgeon of Londom. - L ‘l': b sppeoval

. . a6 treatise on Birth Control for ‘marﬁed people. . It has oval

of m,ﬁ,ﬁ{“gg:f;ff‘ ::: dé’g:,’;’é‘iﬁ. _‘I It describes in great detail the most reliable methods known tf)
mieme'.. ;:n m::;;:q;n: clear s;m@e straight-forward book. I wish every one in the country could |
nr . s ? . 721k . L .

have it to read before the age of one-and-twenty. —H. G. Wells. P

Price Re. 2149, Pustage extra.
TH; PIONEER BOOK DEPOT,

Royapuram, Madras.
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Women S It)dian Assocnation

OBJECTS

To present to women their responsibilities as daughters of India,
; To secure for every zi¥l and boy the right of Xdueation 1hrough
~schemes of C ompulsorv Pmmary Educanon, including the teaching
of religion, :
~ To sdeure the abohhon of chxld—mamage and tﬂ raise the Age
of Consent for married girls to sixteen. ‘
To se(,ure for Women the vote for Mummpal ‘and Legislative
Councils on the same terms as it is or may be granted to men.
To secute for ‘Women the right to be elected as members on all'
Municipal and’ Legislative Councils.
To help Women to realise that the future of India lies largely’
. in their hands: for as wives and mothers they have the task of training,
o 'gugdmg and forming the eharacter of the future rulers of India.
‘To band Women into groups for thé purpose of self«develop- A
mqnt and edudatlon, and for the definite service of -othera. ‘

i 1~
|

EMEMBERSHIP

- who' agree and m]l “co-operate with the Objects and !
Organizatmn f:"the Assoqumon may become members. Groups of
women lidving the same aima ean be affliated 1o the Women's Indian -
Association. Members are asked, but net obliged, to pay a subserip-
tion of twelve annas a year to the Headquarters of the Association.

Local. Braﬁohes are. ~5911—govermmg; and make their own arrange-
ments. :

s -w I
AN
&

ORGANIZATION
The Assocmnon, which has a central organization at thé W. LA
Headqnarters Pantheon Gardens, Egmore, Madras, was started on
May 8, 1917, and has grown ahd increased steadily ever gince. It now
has 72 Branches 23 Centres and over 4,000 members.

Branches are formed in every place where possible, with a loeal
Secretary to arrange the work to, suit local conditions a,nd report fo
Headgnarters,

The political policy of the Assouatmn is to Work for Reforms
through the Legisiative .Couneils.

The aims and ideals and work of the Association

are on a religi-
ons but nem-sevtarian basxs .
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Notes and Comments.

The Women’s Conference.

There is now no doubt that the All-India Women's Co
ence is one of the biggest events in the history of Indian womé
in modern times. Those who happened to be at any of the big rail-
way stations in Bombay on the 19th and the 20th January will have seen
an interesting sight; every train was bringing in delegates from all
parts of India, women doctors, teachers, wives and mothers
and grandmothers, women who have travelled all over the world and
women who have never previously stirred out of their homes on their
own, Begum Sahebs and Ranis and plain Miss and Mrs.—the variety
can be felt even in the clothes,—brilliant silks from Madras and My-
sore, white cottons and pastel shades from Bengal, and the northern

_Saries and boorkhas,—an infinitely varied collection. of women who
- have come to seek stimulus and encouragement at this all-India as-
N‘_se_‘t}x@bly,“and to voice their desires on & common platiorm before they

depart to their homes to pursue. the strenuous struggle for social and
vatioal reform.
_ For four years now the Conference has been meeting since the
first one was held at Pogna, and yearly the attendance at the Confer-
ence and ﬂ:e number of constituent conferences has beeu steadily in-
creasing. This shows what an opportunity the Conference has pro-
Vldgd for women to ventilate on 8 common platform their grievances,
social, edueatiotal, legal, and to strengthen the feeling of solidaritv

and unity in the common cause of their womanhood. It has been a
“®mple matier to pass resolutions at the Conference; it has been an

drduous and up-hill task to endesvour to create the conditions under
th“hﬂ;these resolutions can be fulfilled, but in this task the annual
Conference has been a source of inspiration and energy. It has har-
nessed ehthusiasm to the eause of woten’s education.

And 5o we come to the Conference proper. By Monday after-

‘mv’z‘m all the delegates had bgen mot at the trains, escorted to their

{’ﬂﬁtesses ‘and hotels and marshalled finally in the Convoeation Hall
(’T. Fhe University Buildings. Here was gathered a unique collection
of Bombay women, 'I'bie hall was pached to its utmost capacity, the

In fact, the
e Confereuce
0 great was the enthusiasm.
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da'y”?. eXperience points to the necessity of securing for th
opening, the largest hall in the eity, s
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Education Fund Asseciatien. ST

v ~ But the Conferénm;;.,%as in these past years not ‘remained
satisfied with formulating ‘ydBolutions and educating public opi-
nion; realizing that the exteddion‘of education requires money it has
proceeded to found an Education Fund. 'The inception of this fund

owes much to Lady Irwin who inaugurated it during the second year

when the conference was held at Delhi. - Lady Irwin is doing for

women's edueation in India what Lady Dufferin did for women’s

hospitals.  As the resull of & personal appeal from her, the sym of
Hs. 20,000 was coliveted from the*Ruting Princes of India.  The fund
has now developed imbo a separatc but sister association of the @op.
ference, with Lady lrwin as President. ' - Y

. -

The Fund Assoclation held itz aunual meeting'prepamwl‘y fo.

the Conference. The budget showed over Rs. 95,000, not a bad collec-
tion for 3 years, In the course of her presidential speech, . Lady
Irwin spoke of the splendid work which the A. I W. . C. was doing
in bringing people together for discussion and deliberation; auvd how
by arvusing interest and enthusizsm in the eause of women’s
educalion, it has started a new era in the sphere of women'’s endea-
vours to benefit her fellows.

) The Fund is to be used towards the establishment of g specialised
Training Coellege in Home Scicnee for wowen teachers, This matter is
now in the hands of a special sub-committee, and plaus are to: matare
by the end of the year. o, L

v e

visits to Institutions. sy o

Another side of the programme was the visits paid by the dele-
gates to various places of interest.  Among these were the industrial
women’s fnstitutes such as the Seva Sadan, the Zoroastrian Women’s
Inﬂﬁfuu}‘, the }lﬂ,}lﬂﬂ Mandal,«-aﬂ of Whi(‘-h, beginning on a small
seale, have now developed into large institutions. This was an en-
couragemeni Lo delegales from the various provinces who have started
small industrial schools to cope with unemployment and poverty among
JWormen., ‘

. Q”ne would need reams of space to deal completely with all the
| Conferenee’s activities: it is almost impossible to speak of the intangi-
- ble results, which are the effect of the contacts established by this
comng together of such an assemblage of women in the stimulating

: ;Ztl‘;l:;’&pbere of B"m’bfly‘ Next mouth we shall print more ghout the
- spee e and Resolutions of the Conference.

m . i \‘ an

o
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

Weomen’s Capacity fer Work.

Mr. George Bernard Shaw, speaking in London, explained why
in his view women so often succeeded when they invaded realms hither-
to regarded as sacred to men.

Men, he said, were not really hard-working. The reason why’ they
loved to get into politics or to managements and to run boards was
because they were extraordinarily fond of gossip, the kind of gossip :

" that went on and on and on. In order to keep this up it was necessary

to keep women out of newspaper offices, out of Parliament and away
from public bodies. Tt_ley kneW'W_omen would want to get things done
and men were saved this trouble by talking and talking and talking.

He had served on a publi¢ body and knew the natural view of
man was that the world was the place for hiri to exercise his imagina-
tiou and his faculties, and women should remain at home, hear child-
ren and bring fresh men into the world.

© Men becamne blinded by that tradition, the fact of the matter
was that while they were sitting gossiping they thought they were
really doing work.—The Englishman.

All India Essay Competition.
A correspondent writes: We offer congratulations to Shrimati

‘P. Shrimati P. Sushila Bai, a member of the Women’s Indian

Association, Madras, who has heen awarded the 1st Prize for
an ossay on ‘‘ The Indian Women's Place in the Women’s Move-
ment 7 in the  Alllndia Hssay Competition held by the
Chittaranjan Parishad, Calentta, We are very glad ‘that one of our

. sisters has won this distinetion. Shrimati Sushila Bai, an earnest

worker in Rural Reconstruction and Village Uplift, wrote a prize-
Essay on Rural Reconstruction two years ago for a competition or-
ganised and held by Mr. A..Ranganatha Mudaliar, M. L. C., when he
was a Minigter. She comes of a family of cnltured sisters who have
taken high university degrees. ' D

Medical Inspection of Students.

1t is understood that the Government of Bengal will be shortly
introducing a regular system of medical examination of students in
Government, schools and attacheg hostels outside Calentta. A sepa-
rate scheme is already under operation in Calcutta.” It is understood
that each mofussil sehool will have attached to it a part-time medical

~ officer who must undergo three months’ training in hygiene under the
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Public Tlealth Department. A Provincial Board of Bxperts will be

~set up in (ajeutta to examine and report on the medieal officers’ Jetailed
reports on-the health of the studeunts and-advise the Government on
the i"uture action to be taken. '

Ben‘ Vevage, ,

The good wishes of &1l the readers of Srar Drary

. members of the Women’s Indian Association go to Srimali Malati

Patwardhan, B.A., in her journey to Europe and America. Shesailed |

from Bombay ﬂf:t?T attending the Women’s Conference. ~ She expects
to be away till next N ovember. Al know how strennously and brilli-
* antly she has worked as Editor and as Hon. Seeretary of the W, 1. A,

during the past-eighteen months and the change and new experiences .
will give her renewed vigour for the work on ber return. It is her™

first visit to America and she is certain by her personality and eloquence
to make a splendid impression on her aundiences there in fayour, of

Tudia. Mrs; Cousins will act for her during.her absence.
- B AR LR SR -
. . S ﬁ{’
Condelence. : e

»

R ,G{gat sympafhy‘:ié, -felt"?’ffof - Mrs, A. Swaminadhan, Hon.
Treaguret of the W.T.A ., on the sudden passing away of her husband.

He “wns one of the foremost lawyers of Madras, always a strong sup- -
porter of the advapncement of women, and a social reformer. in every .

dirgetion. R o
R

Wom‘eni in puhli’é: .‘;ios'_itiqns.

R

Congratalations to' Miss M. Janaki, nominated as’ Hon. \,Magis-"

trate for Calicut, also as nen-official visitor to its Mental Hospital;
to Miss Margartet F. Barber, memnber of the Muniaipal Council of the
same town;.to Mrs. P. Chinnalakshmamma, elected mernber of the
Anantapur District Fducational Council, and Mrs. F,'E. Tremenhore,
- simihxﬂy in Tinuevelly; and to Mg B, Venkata Subbhimma nominated

member of the Nellore Distriet Board, also to Rani Lakshmibai Rgj-
wade '(better known as. Dr. Miss-Joshi) as co-opted member of the
Indian Historical Retords Ggmimission. Mrs. Indrani Balasnbrama-
niam holds uniquely the office of elected Vice-Chairman of 3 Municipal

Council, as she is the oply electéd woman in India in such g position, -

and her election was the subject ¢f intense interest and excitement
in her town, Bérhampore. ’ o

© Endarance and skill,

_ “In women’s Joturnials the are frec sontian .
T oxtaed i Tarn, ere are frequent publications of feats
perfmgd by ! womm, b-‘}) vile, acting Editor was witness of one

L . oo gl TR 3 R
AW S e \:‘f-x‘xs SR Mg
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such feat after the Bombay Women'’s Conference which is
worthy to stand side by side with those of other eountries. Miss
Roshan Faridoonji, the young and beautiful daughter of Mrs. Rustomji
Faridoonji of Hyderabad (Deccan) drove her Buick tonring car from
Bombay to Faridpur, six miles beyond Ajunta Caves, in one day. This
is a distance of 366 miles, and meant ascending and descending four

' ranges of hills, “‘ghats’’ as they are called in Tndia. There were four
- people and some heavy luggage .in the car and the last sixty miles

were driven in the drak on a road which she had not traversed before.
The road on one of the ghats was almost a cart-track and full of
dangerous turns. No hitch ocenrred duringz the whole drive nor had
the chaffeur to take the wheel even once. Such a feat of skill and en-
durance is typical of present-day Indian womanhood, and it was under-
teken in no spirit of bravado or publicity but in a spirit of helpfulness
to eertain friends and as a demonstration of the ability of a healthy
normal Tndian girl to do what her brother or sister of any land might do.

: g\ .ﬁcw Ptefcssion.

" The gister of Mr. Jinnah, ML.A,, iz a distinguished dentist.
She is probably the first Indian woman who has chosen such a career.
S_hé has been appointed Ddntal Inspectort of all the Bombay Muni-
cipal Schools, and finds that the life gives her the blessing that comes
to all who alleviate pain, and serve humenity.
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Presidential Address .

AT THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN's CONFERENCE.
By Snamiaarr Sarosini Nampv

fl‘he Conference Report having been read Mrs. Naidu delivered h
presideutial address extempore. She said that after the three eloquee:
:;-gf(z;ﬂwr:‘s who uhad preceded her there was nothing left for her to saz‘;r_
e;;a;\]’”;\l’é;;; Jla]d. ;t]lf(‘k the rrigpt keynote of the idea of women’s

mm.,l to . .,uxc'y lata? .p?actmal always, had covered the whole
g . 1d o ) the possihle aetivities of the women of to-day, and the re-
port .‘tho.hecr{ztary had given in detail the concrete achievements of
the Conference. When so many educational experts and social re-
f(.)l'fnors had gpoken before her what was there left for, her—a mere
visionary, a dreamer and a poet, to say, except to restate in other
phraseology the identical things that had been put forward so 'bl‘
by other speakers. . o a"“’i‘
. She did not think that at any time it was Funetion to s
to the details of life or life’s manifold activities. hel;etrug c::l?“l P
tion and the funetion of men and woren like her was t(I)) l(gzdlf}m:.
guard and to cherish (he ideals that made possible the achieven:;nto
f)f humanity. She would, therefore, try to deal with the larger humar?
issues that transeended race, ereed and culture and became part of
the greaf human contribution' to progress.

Lady Syvkes had reminded them that they were on the threshold

- of great politieal and soeial evolution, and if anything was pn')phefz
of: tha? great evolution il wus the re-awakening of. the xvsmmﬁhol‘;g
of India to a sense of its long lost responsibilities and duties. -

met ifouf years ago, said Mrs. Naidu, a handful of women
dress wh}' oona and a royal woman read a Presidential ad-
of f‘lﬂdarleh tthrfew into the Indian world of thought ideals
lities: the ef;?ll import some of which have since become rea-
Delhi, anothe;) owing year in another cty, the royal ity of
sed i all the cull';oyal woman, an old woman, 2 grandmother, ver-
third time. in th“”@’«_ of Islam, led the deliberations of women; for the

’ e city connected with the learning of Nala;uia and

the Muminati -
136 O}l. Of.: the Buddha, another woman of royal birth gave

Cdeeper Ml controversies ou edycaliond
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forth iuspiring ideals. And 1now i this cosmopolitan capitad ol
BBombay, where all cultyres, gll creeds, all volours, all races fwd a
common shelter, where all are fused luto @ COMINON Hualy, you
pave risen Lrom royalty o democracy, you have chosell ole 1o guide
you as your president who s @ LOLD UCHUCal, ol Whe 1% mereiy the
sorvaut of her nation. 1 am proud of e gopour you have doue e,
not because such honour is uew to we. 1 Lave bees puaviteged o
preside overihe greatest assemblage vl the pecple vl Lugtad, OVET IJ"!(&
Natonsl Goxgress. Yet this our Copierenct is greatery ioe We
greaLest nteruationdl gatheriﬁg in the countiy wiere we Genotsirate
the indivisible Fellowship of women in ihe cause of hgnmmn}; _ivj(ver}
oue who is willing to ackuowledge ber h}‘fx“.s-de‘bl’ {o this great iaod, 1o
malter what her religivl, creed or race, 18 cligibte to be H }xxez;ti?if;x' 0,1,
{iig Conference. We give the fellowsinp of SiStthO()d'h) the wile of
the Viceroy, solely, su premily 8 / in ‘(h‘e ’s‘a.n_{e b:pl‘fl'? L“uj we gm,
it 1o the youngest of cul prousry wa.{'he_r_s ol Lhi."llthij* l‘lljiexfue; nvmmez
of our servanis. 1ias pecause of tlu_s demotjrahc_ spirit that _\w% are
making the finest conu'iputjon o the jnternationalism of our tine.
, ,f})o{we hold these Lonlerences only {v pass more biewiutmus
about m‘prrimsv.l'y education, or more geconddry sciwols, or tu have rhe-
torieal puncluations about Social Reform, or beeuwne practisiig schools
for women to be drafted into Councils oF Cabinets?  There are other
Couierences of that kind. We staud Jor sometliiig MOk, someet{m;g
social Telorm, sowuciiulig
in hmeu vaiue The
Ihe charge
jae had been

uperhly,

j ooy

mole prui'um;d, more mmtimate, wore eudur;qg
genins Tor human synthesis is the giit of India’s wolen.
has been made aguinst Lndia’s wyomanhoed that their gen! b
ong of isolation and exclusion and passive rgsg:wj.mn uzit.fx.s hxa;ﬁ»i 2 (t)o
destiny, thal they were bound by mere tradillons: and were mtherin
get beyond the fetiers of dead conventions and ideas. .l_JltuS gt; : reh‘g
is & triumphant vindication that not 2 gift of beauty, p.cill} ?§05 n&t;le .
gion, or racial characteristics call be‘excluded from India tb l gd' :hb.
¢ his ,*--‘ure'aseen._,,',A» ¢

xz&tnﬁltztogeg ! Jlt: }Cll;gtility of its enemues. ".l‘}ns (’}onj_e_re]'mel is a
proot of the indivisible quality Of‘fe-ll()WShlp of a;l d“ op;eu, ine usive
as we are of Zoroastrian faith, Christian culture, %Im u ideals, Muoslim
devotion. -

Such unity is necessary Bt this special moment for all the cir-
cumstances of our national life must_temgura.r_lly make us seem 10 be
aggressively, almost oxclusively nationalist in our attitude towards
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Aife. [ am a bad nationalist. 1 am a nationalist only by the compul-
- 8iou and the tragedy of the eircumstances of my country. 1 am st
. and last g human being and 1 do not recognise divisions of

s , e . huwwanity
merely because 0F race or geogt al?f.Slc?l ’bgrrzer'a. Men have made wars
and created political and cconomi¢ divisions for selfish interests and
created groups of friendship and histility, But all thege are temporary
shifts, and the purpose ol womanhood in the nation’s and the world's
h'fg s to gio away with 'thes? tem porary b&rriers.. We woten are evan.
gelists of peace, working {or the attainment of the commmon rights of
hunhml"xir,y, seelf}pg t(.) stop the ‘exp.loitatiou of one naupn.by another, not
assisting hostiilty, but sceuring the peace of equal rghts for every
section of humanity. The gospel of women must be the conser-
vation of the best, the recrealiug of the world nearer to the heart's
desire. '

It was as a woman of this anecient race with 1s il

lenta of  experience that in my travels last year I looked
al the life of those echild countries of HRarope and those
Kindergarten countries of Ameriea. They expected me tw fif into
their notion of whai an Indian woman should be—a timid wowan, a
modest woman, a ,jump«m-to—a—chaib&t—a- mousge wornan, who had come
to lesrn from then, They expected me ta supplicate for help from then
When they saw that I bad come to them as a {ree woman, one who stood
side by side with my comrade man, that 1 gaye knowledge and beaaty
ratber than supplicated for it, they asked ““Aye you a typical Indian
woman?” “Yes,” I cried, ‘I am she why carries the brass pot to the
water, 1 am she who led armies, 1 am she who gave counsel to kings,
[ am she who showed forth all renunciation, T am she who went down
to hell that her wmight country might rise, I am only the kind of the
average Indian woman.”’ :

We are not weak, timid, meek, we women who hold the courage-
ous Savitri as our ideal, we who know how Sita defied those who enter-
tained guspicion #f her ability to keep her chastity. \.Ve possess the
8pirit of creative energy to legislate for the morals of the world.

1 am not an educated woman, 1 have not passed great exami-
nationg, My mind is empty with spaces for youth and experience to
Gill. 1 think this Conference is writing the history of the women of the
world. I will, however, confess to you one thing. T will whisper it
mto this loud speaker. [ am not a feminist. To be a fewminist is to
acknowledge, that one’s life has been repressed. The demand for
granting preferential treatment to woman is an admission on her part
ii;‘er inleriority and thero has been no need for such a thing in India

PRESIDENTIAL‘ ADDRESS

b .
as the women have always been by the side of men both in counecils and
in the fields of battle. We women recognise our responsibilities. There-
fore 1t is that our rights are taken for granted. The eonsciousness of
what we do for onr people is deep in the hearts of our men.  Still some-
times we have to struggle against the chivalry of men who want to

‘have protective legislation for us. We have to cducate the manhood

that the spiritual reform of the world is woman’s great work. She,
the weanam, is ““the world vunchanging in a world unchanged.”’

3
1Y edueation wmeans anything it is not differential caleulns or
the Declaration of Independence, ov the Conslitution of Canada, and
all the things, wise or foolish, that depend on’whether there is a wise
or fonlish Minister of Ecﬁl_ucatiqn,-‘,bm it is the larger vision of things
which will foster true human expression; which will produce a sylla-
bus of studies whieh shall give equal opportanities for self-expression
to boy and girl alike. 1 oppose every separatist movement except for
possible transitional purposes. . - } .

The day of triumph of this Conference will be that day when it
will bave achieved its temporary need and when it can declare there
need be no further specialised Women's Conterence.  In future we shall
be in such a position that we may securely invite the men to work with
us and we shall have no women's or men’s conferences but people’s
conferences. : )

Our hest eontribution to life is to add the nectar of sweetnqsé,
to the nectar of heroismi. We junst have ng wutual conflief in our
homes oy abroad.  We mnst transeend differerces.  Hven patriotism
is not enougly, ax Nurse Cavell said, We minst Tise above ﬂgitit)ﬂal_ism,
above religion, above sex. Our common hymanity is the bond that
canuot, that must not be broken, More and more let us répoat, *“‘we
are human®. Let us idenlify ourselves with our soul,’and read
its capacity and its need. . _ :

As we are gathered here in this Convocation: Hall, which is like
a great vaulted eathedral conseerated to the trpe eause of education,
let us dedicate ourselves anew to become the interpreters of the larger
gospel of humanity transecending barriers of race, crged and land.
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First Impressions of the Women’s Conferesce.
By Oxi Wao Was Trone.

The All-India Women’s Conference {or Mducational and Social
Reforin has becoue the most important aunual event in the lives of
{he public-spirited, progressive women in India. This Conference was
held frou the 20th to 24th January i;‘m’zh,lsivc and it is fitting that this
and the pext number of S1rr Dranata should he filled with reports of
what then happencd. S

Fach suececding vear the mmuber of delegates inereases. That
thits hapoened this year in e¢pife of the doubling of the delegates” fee
speaks volepes, The Reeeption Comuitier of Bombay, with 14’3151“7
Dorab Tata as its Chairwoeman and Mrs. Hansa Mebta, ma, a8 1t
Seervtary, provided for over 200 «'J(,',hﬂ?i;'zlh':\ priveely hespitality, hosres.
ses, ciant buses, taxis, feod aud }h‘l}'lli during oxenrsions, At-Homes,
visnal edneation in febonrsaring deviess i ihe organisation of helpfil
inetitniions for the orphans, the poor, fthe deliuguoent ohildren, the fallon,
fhee siek aud rhe labouring wowens Al these were nrovided with the

. . . - e R e .. o .
masimui of ease by This generows Commitiee and Hs helpful Girl

Conides nd Seouis. The etfect carvor he mensured of the inspiration
. . R - L . - PR
which woren reeeived Sreta these mracticu] ohject-lessons i women's

work for wopes,

e fivst years o the Conference were vightly cmplove i ir re-
viowing the deferts D ony edueational system aud then selting Forth
cloarly in our Memerandumn the reforms necessary thercin,  Emerging
from this exime the realisation of the collateral reforms needed in the
social svsiom which prevenfed us from acquiring the education we need-
ed in common with the womes of alt the worli. If was the work of the
Patna Contercuce 1o put the Confercace and the Fdacational Frud
which it nitiated on siable coustituiional bases. This vear we specialis-
ed iy edueating omrselves iu methods whevel wie caw each 1n our own
loeality bring the help oi edueation to the helpless, It also saw us make
onr fivst formulations on subicets of social reform, and inelnded recrea-
tion reeeived from the beanties of Musice, Architecture, Seulpture, »ud
Drama. We shall remensber Bombay as our school of widely diverse
philanthropy and culture.
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Each year sees freedom of thought and action being achieved
by individual delegates. This year, for instance, one rejoiced to see
a Muhammadan mother and daughter freely moving about for the first
time without burkas or veil of any kind; a high caste Brahman woman
sharing food happily for the first time with women who in letter
are of diffeving caste but in spirit are all the {eaching (Brahman)
raste. Perhaps the greatest triumph was that shown by our noble
Malabar sister who lost her husband only three wecks ago, but at
the eall of daty, for she is Standing Committec member for Madras
City, and in the knowledge that her life partner would approve, for
he was a noted soeial reformer, immolated all her own desire for seclhu-
sion and conquered all convenlion hy attending the Conference.
Her pale spiritual face with the eyes darkened by her recent trials will
long light my thoughts to reverence of the Shakti, the spiritual Will.

Though “‘personality’’ is at a discount in this serious conclave
of women vet coertain strony individnalities deserve special reference,
because they belong to us all through their service for India. Our
incomparable Shrimati Sarojini Devi Naidu comes first, who creates
poetry and inspiration out of every circumstance, crowning each
instance with. the ““synfheiie pevfect phrase’’.  She had barely recover-
ed {romiinfinenzn eaught at Lahave, hnt her presidential speech at epen-
ing day was superlagively fine. She made ns feel that notling was im-
possible of achievement and that it was onrs {o transeend ses, racial
and ereedal havriers. An exqnisite saree that she wore one day of eream
silk and jade greeu border with a satin bedice of the same green had
heen woven by one of the Hyderabad delegates who organises cottage
industry on a large scale.-iVps, Faridoonji, who is Treasurer
of ‘the: Women's Tduneation Fund, has a very heantifnl voice,
‘ihf‘?h carvried clearly down fhe log Convoeation Hall of the
University even without the aid of the Loud Speaker. Her

“presence has nofable distinetion beeanse of her height and prace and

iier alwavs admirable faste in dress. Quite a contrast is” Mrs,
Hamid All with her vivid small face, clear-cut as a camco.  She
brings to everything the angle through which the Muslim world views
life. She and her admirable hushand always look as if they had walked

Straight out of an old Moghul picture. It was an ifiteresting coin:

(:ic enee that he is at present Commissioner of the Distriet in which are
located the Elephanta (aves fo which the Conference made a memorable
expedition. - One recalls also the finally intelleetual features of Miqql
Giedge, chief of the - Uoniversity Women's Missionary Set l‘lz:_
ment.  She identified herselt entively with the work of ‘thle

Congress and was . primarily responsible for the wood organi
: ‘ . g ni-
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sation —of the Concert which brought a mnch-needed sum of
Re. 2,500 to the coffers of the Coufercnce for its month by
m.oni;h expenses.  She is the most broad-minded type of Euglish
missionary and is now an Honorary Magistrate of Bombay, particularly
active in the Juvenile Court work. A very different type is Miss
Ferouzouddin of Lahere, always conspicuous by her burka and veil
wherever men might be prezent.  She proved the best orator of the
Conference, the President excluded. She was born on the North-West
Frontier and was the firs{ gradnate from those parts. She has a fine
ringing veice and can speak eipht Janguages including Arabie,
Persian and Pashtu.  Slender, little Mrs. Hansa Mehta is the type one
associates with Indian womauhood, quiet, ever courteous and imper-
turbable, vet of such indomitalle will and persistent energy and eapa-
eity that she aecomplished miracles. Other striking figures were hand-
gsome, able Mrs. Hameshwayi Nehrn, whom we all look upon as onr
woman Member of the Legislative Assembly though she has not yet
heen appointed  as such ;  broad, blue-eyed, Short-l}zurfed | Mrs.
Huidekoper who knows everything about rules and constitutions, and
who is indefaiigable in hard work horn out of her S"Q?‘mf]‘-d fore-
thought of details; popular, pretty and patriotic Kamaladew, elected
Hon Secretarv upanimously for' the TOUFT time and supreme for her
. elegant and sweet-natured Mrs. P. K. Sen of Patna
he queenly dignity and beanty of Lady Dorab Tata,
present for the first t-i‘.}ne at onc of these Conferences b‘}t setting h?r
unmistakeable seal on it as on all she touches, and last and first in this
international sisterhood the simple, sweet, sincere Lady Ir_wm who ha.s
been our- prime beggar, and who evokes for herself affectionate admi-
from every one of hf?r' co—workor.s because of the pure gold of
hor character and her efficient womanliness.

1t is invidious to sketeh even these cameos when there was some-
thing worth comment in the face Of’ every woman present at such an
assemblage, vet one I8 instified 10 giving even the 1_ltﬂe .for.th(.a sake of
the many readers of all lands who would like to vigualise in imagina-
tion the women who are re-ghaping the destinies of Tndia.

arduous posi;
Conference fame; the

ration
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The Charkba.
By Mavpe Ratstoy SHARMAN.

Spin, spin, & pation is waking
" A fresh dawn is breaking, a new day is born;
Weave, weave, ATya Varta is waiting
For garments of homespun fo great the vew morn!

Spin for the starving who are not yet dead, /
For the life of the Motherland hangs by a thread;

Weave the bright web of a future so great
The world will sllow that man weaves his own fate—

Spin, spin, to the naked give clothing,

ST Faoa te the tragsy, wieets o e povr;

Work, work, all idleness loathing,
For only by spinning, our lives we insure.

{hant, chaut, that religion ig apinuning,

Our work, a glad penance to keep the heart puve;
Spin, spin, pay for past sinning,

larn by the cmanxkma, deliverance and cure!

A-hwin is the hovel, the dwelling, the mosque,

" For pariab, brahrman and mullab, a task;

Ahum is the school, every child keeps apace
With the effort to free his downtrodden race—

- Humi, bum, as the bee keeps on humming
Aud gather the cotton as honey from flowers;

, vStore, store it in cloth which keeps coming

Unti), crowaed by thrift, we eelipse the great powers.

~ Spin, spin, a nation is winning

Tts freedom by spinning, it place among men;
Spin, spin, pay for past sinning,)

“The cuarkma is needed above sword or pen.’
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"Yhe (Goddess of Liberty sits at the wheel,
And substitutes spinning Tor bullets of steel;
¢ She smiles that the living continue to weave,
" And women and ehildren have no cause to grieve——

My, spin, ponew fldy Is winging
; ‘T!:e' syuibol of woman road unto man:
Work, work, the cnarka 1n epinning
A cable to errele the globe in ity span.

Spin, spin, a heaven ereating, .
' Wheve beauty wod tiuth, peace apd plenty abide:
Sing, sing of the stand we are taking:
Tl sl the patiens st strite are allied:

Well within baud be e thread’s velease,
e urfee of his labor, each mwau s nerease,

e, Lis endeavor, s patienee, bis toil,
Qaered and sale, as his howe ©F his soit-—

el

Chipe, «hipe, ns e S i hig wpioning
Shines in that groa wheel where Tarth is a spoke:

Voiee, voice threugh the citavka, bis hymning, ,
codio <he Music ef The Sphiores”, O ye Folk!

L4
i

(\ps, Sharmat is the wite of dr. Parker Sharman, a Punjabi,
f LR, e - > . - 5 B - O I
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Compalsery Education of Muslim Girls.
By Mg, Mg Muzaeropoy
PursmexT or THE Mapras Mustanr Lavies” ASSOCIATION.

In the fortieth session of the Muslim Kducational Conference,
which was held in Madras in December last, this important question
was diseussed in all its aspects and the resolution ‘“that the Corpora-
tion of Madras be requested to introduce free and compulsery educa-
tion and i the caxe of Muslim girls and pending such introduction, to
open wore clementary snhools}i'or them on s voluntary basis’™ was una-
simously passed. This is the first time in the history of this great con-
ference that such a large number of Muslim ladies aclively and will-
lugly co-operated with their brothers to solve the problem which mate-
rially hindered the educational progress of our girls. Iu addition
to thig, the Madras Muslim Ladies’ Association, assisted by their en-
lightened Hindu and Christian sis{ers, passed a similar resolution and
forwarded it to the Corporafion. In a matter like this, which affects
the life and death of the Muslim community and upon which its rise
and fall depends, if the Corporation is so slow in meeting the wishes
and aspirations of Muslim parents for the educational salvation of
their girls, the future appears to me io be hopeless and gloomy. The
delay 1s dangerous and is ceriain to pat back Muslim Girls in the field
of edncation fifty vears behind Just as it did in the case of our boys,

The ignorance of women is the glant cause of our national de-
gradation, poverty, routual disirust and downfall. The regeneration
of Mustims is impossible if the women are denied education, enlighten-
ment, liberty and-social progress. Tf it is belioved that India can
reach the goal of ler aspirations through men and men alone,
leaving behind the women iu the deep pits of ignorance, darkness and
hfn'barism it is to give a lie direct to what had been recorded in the
history of the progress of the world that the destiny of the progiess
of 1aap is in the hand of his mother, his daughters and sisters. It
is impossible for their husbands, sons and brothers to attain enligh-
tenment, freedom and progress if the women are kept steeped in igno-
rauce and uncivilised and gro‘vellingfin slavish mentality as in a pig-
sty., : .

" In India nien and women live together. 1t cannot be denied for
a morment that women have influence of some kind or other over men.
w omen protect men in their infancy and afford them comfort and hap-
piness in their homes. Indian homes are not aghrams or mosques
where women are not allowed to enter.  In India there are no separate
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cities or villages for wen and women,  1f the women have to live with
men in their homes and it the wen expeet women 1o look after their
comforts and convenicnces and if the men expeet their women to cor-
rect them when they go astray and to exerecise their influence over them
in domestie affairs, what is the earthly use of that enlightenment, eivi-
lisation and ealture whiclr is restricted only for men? If ignorant
women give shape to the character and frame of the mind of men
in their early Hfe and din into thelr ears their old ideas and supersti-
tiows siovies and from them men adopt their examples and precepis
it is hropossihie Fos 1o nehieve those steriing qualities of mind and
heart aud soni which are o siue qua now for the pertection of national

jife.

Ave not weracn eniitled ax human beings to mental }igh_'t and
caiture, wisdon and sagael Are not womeu the ereatares o that
graat Being who Los given (hem the some senses, C()n‘Sci(?Ilf_fll(%SS, }}eart
sndd soul and mental and physical powers a5 mnen 2 1f this is admitted
it i1 the bounden daty of moen to reaove all hmdmn‘ces and obstacles
in the way of women to achicve the benefits Of‘ education. ltisa stern
fact that the ignorance of women has detertorated and degenerated
our national life and hopelessly arrested our march towards progress.
There i no hope for our ment fo a.d‘i’,ﬂﬂce_ further without the co-opera-
tion of educated women. It is a midsumimer dream to become an united
Indian Nation and remove the stigrma of untouchability without the
help and consent of worcu. | o
All the great soeial reforis arc at a stan.dstl.ll z;a,nd.are stagnat-
ing because the women are %ne(lu(lfltt%d anfl leiit' w1t.h131 four Vfralls to
<h clothes and kitchens. 1f the w olnen had J_omed with wen iu their
was ast the pernieious caste systemn and the [(alse preachings
of illiterate ‘pundits, ihe qmesLiu]n :ﬁl' untogchaiﬁiity would have b(;éff}]
effaced vears and years ago. If fhe women had understo_ogi the diffi-
culties which the poor widows suffer, if ’?-l'“f“‘ mothers ({f the child Wl'd()WS
were sufficiently educated the ohstacles 1 the way of widow marriages
would have been easily removed long ago. ﬁ
Eduncation creates moral courage and makes one unaffected and
unraoved by the silly taunts of the orthodox people who pave a sway
over the illiterate masses. Lt will thus he seen that the ignorance of
' wouwen is the demon which stands in the path of our moral, material
and national progress. I therefore appeal for {he extirpation of this
dragon whick is sapping the national life and advecate not only for the
elementary hut also higher aud liberal education with such reforms
and restrietions as will make a gir] not only a good citizen but a
good mother, wife, sister and daughter.
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'The Valug of the Ipdividual.

By J. KRISUNsMURTIL.

(Address Lo the M embers of the Women's Dwdian Association
25.-12-29, wnrevised).
I RIE TS, . o o ,

My subject ihis afternoon wd' | ‘gu t@at of }lgt}ﬂdl‘.’ldl&ﬂ). .m _0’.'9110;
tion. in contrast with, the 1uss, hecause 1 mamtain thz'xt t-hg value of
b{'t‘-m}hé} L ﬁ?ﬂ has been eutirely overlooked, that the individual has
i;iy‘au;a::ili(ﬁc‘ed,. ajmost killed ont by 111‘5’(1*’1‘“‘50(&“'5}’» b‘ religions, by
machinery, by the sco-called progress of modern thought. .

We have now in the warld two sections of people very n.m.ch in
contrast with each other; one that is seeking to dev?lop the md}wdnal,
and the other the mass, that is throttling, domina.tl'ng,_ p_ervertmg th.e
independent judgment and the developme}lt of the mghv1dual, _by rg:h-
gious dogmas, by societics, by organisations, .upd with _that I view
von must lovk fo the individual, Though ‘.'ehgj:uu.s bodiey, :smr-le‘smt:e:s,_
;v1‘gm‘xiszx‘;ivm~:, associations are composed of indlwdugi_s, they are of
uo value to the individual,  Please do not contuse spiritual ?_1';;&}‘\1:59.-
tions with physical” organisations. When you employ 8 ”’1 ["Ef\ffzd..lll-{}:',‘
Buregu, au ageney 1o go from oue piace o le}uther, VOu cmpl‘:’} 3}“%1
an organisation, because it is very convenient for travel. But ¥ &? C(«;S“
not employ a spiritual organisation for your individual grow -d- -
ganisations of any kind cannot help ay individual to spiritual under-
standing. ~ R ‘

Now you will see that to be in dociety, that is, in_the.world, i8
{o be ordinary, to be normal, and to be extraordinary 1s disastrous.
That is, to be out of the ordinary, to have your own mdegendent views,
your own individual point of view, your own understanding and not to
live second-hand is disastrous. You must follow tradition. 1f vou
step out of this tradition, it is d'isastrous_ not.on}y to yourselves but
to every one around you. That is the point of view of‘ the group—to
follow blindly. Profit and sueccess are considered as virtues. 1f you
have a good income, a substantial house, a good position in society,
degrees, a title, nothing extraordinary, you are considered virtuous.
There is always for such a person help, reward. But the moment you
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step out of the ordinary current of the established laws of society disas-
ter awaits you. Therefore, tradition is the invention oi the mass, of
the whole, ot the group, to keep the individual in the limits of wha,t it
considers to be right and wrong. 'Chat is, a society, a religious orga
nisation, lays down laws for the whole, saying, this iy right, thisgi;;

wrong, you must walk along this particular path, if you do certain

things there is sorrow, if you do certain right actions there is heaven
if you do wrong actions there is a particulur-kind of hell—al] theée aré
laid down for the mass by a society, by a religious organisation. There.-
fore, socivties, religlous bodies treat man, the individual, as a cehild
keeping him in the nursery with toys, with amusements. Religion
aguin, is the Invention of the mass to hold the individual in narrm«;
thought, in narvow moralily, in narrow emotions. You canuot under-
siand litfe or the purpose of life or that fruclifying contact with life, if
vou regard the whole universe which is the individual, merely from
the point of view of the mass. So do noi consider the mass at all.
| am not preaching selfishness. You will see that preseutly. Do
uot develop that peculiar modern complex, the nnanitarian eomplex.
Do not cousider others. L say, i you consider yoursell in the troe
umderstanding of life, in the &u¢ PlpPose of lite, you sre bound to
consider every onc uround-you. '.‘lf YOu as.an individaal are develop-
ing your full capacity, your emedons, your affections, vour thoughts
to theiv highest point, then you ale bound to consider every ucigitbour,
every triend, and your laws, your maoral attitude, will be based on res-
pect and freedom. From wy point of view—which please do not ae-
“cept, acceptance of any kind leads 1o tradition and life has nothing to
do with tradition—life is like a potter. I{ breaks every institution to
uphold man, becausg life cannot he guid«‘;»d according to one particular
plan or by any particular path. 1t is the whole. The individual you
as the separate being is of the kighest importance.  However individua-
lity is not an end in itself. It does not matter what you are, what you
do. Bul it does matter how you tolfil your particular individuality.
That is, individuality is not an end in itself, but by the fructifying con-
tuct with life the separateness of the mndividual ceases. Look, there-
fore, please, from the poind of view of the individual. The individual,
that is, you, are brought up from ehildhood not to be anything extra-
ordinary, not to think for vourself at all, uot to develop your passions,
your emotions, not to be anything out of the ordinary, but to follow
Lr.ad;tmn of thought, tradition of emotions, deing exactly what millions
of C’t}J—Cl‘leru:e doing around you. 1o [act, from childhood your whaele
u}}’*ff}ngmg 15 to be ordinary, to live a lite which the societ3; approves,
which a religion has luid down as the Jaw. In fruth, fear to be ont of
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THE VALUE OF THE INDIVIDUAL

the ordinary has been instilled.  Religious, sorieties, mstitutions for-
bid individual greatness. You have to fight them to be great. They
do not help vou.  So they are of no valge to the individnal and Truth
is only purely internal and individual anderstanding. 1t has nothing
to do with any society, with any religion, with any creed, dogmas. It
is purely, wholly and entirely a matter for the individual.

Modern society, modern civilisation, becomes disastrous, dread-
ful, horrible fo the individual who i« independent in thought, who steps
out of the ordinary current, the erdinary rut of life. In the _W()rld there
are two tyves of iraditionalists. One that adheres, that stands by the
tradition established by his forefatbers, the tradition of ‘other men’s
experience, of other people’s tho.u.ghts, fx‘adltlons laid down through the
ages by other people’s experience. Then there is the other type
which breaks away from the establighed tl"adltlo}lg, but thfxt breaking
away is enly a different form or colour of tradition. .It is the same
tradition only of a different quality. But 1t is essentially tradition.
You may break away from Hinduism, but you will automatically, if
yon are not fully aware, congtantly watchful, th_oughtful, fall into
another tradition. But the main purpose of life is to be beyond all
tradition. So tradition eannot make an individual happy. ~After all,
an individual is seeking happiness, is trying to fulfil himself by the con-
tact with life to his full unique independent stature. You cannot fg)l-
low either modern tradition or old tradition, you must.be free from
both. That is, you must have the ecapacity to judge mdepend_@ntly
every experience that you come across, you must have the capacity to
distinguish which is essential and which 1s non-essential. Fvery one
here is surrounded by problems. There is a problem only when there
i8 eonfusion of the essential and the unessential and the highest capa-
city of intelligence is to distinghish which is essential and leave all
others aside. If you prant that, tradition as such which has been in-
culeated from childhoed upwards, has no value. Religions cannot help
you, gnrus cannot give their influence, because.it is purely an indivi-
dual matter. T know I am speaking against all your traditions, your
gecond-hand knowledge hy which yon live. Baut if you would nnder-
stand the significance of what T say, put aside your prejudiced mind.

The purpose of life according to me is not to be eaught in any
tradition or in any form of thought, but to be entirely, wholly, sweetly
free, not to he dependent, but to be seli-sufficient. Do not make this
into self-contentment which is merely a putrefaction of thought. The
purpose of life is to be wholly, entirely'irce and to be selfless. If vou
look at it from that point of view traditions are of no value. They ;
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e ting yourslf with poearey ot in the
_ B 8y SBIES 0S e  mechanical amuse-
ments. You are in contact with life and if you would anderstand that
life, vou must leave vour nurseries. You will say “T ghall f;lll” 'E; ‘ll'
childish 1hirg, in order to Jlearn. It you are merely content to n" 'a. 1’
break your legs, because you have to learn. You must relingnish zrzlrlv
childigh thing in order to learn. [f you arc merely content to remain
in the nurseries of tradition, whether ancient or modern, life has no-
thing to do with it.  You can seclude vonrself in amusements, ip roli-
gions, sacieties, doginas, but do not imagine that through that wa on
are going to have individual liberation, individual freedom, xnaigigw
freedom is the highest form of -spirituality and spirituality has nothing
to do with institutions whether they are ancient or modern. There-
fore, the true progress of the individual should make him self-sufficient,
entirely independent, not depending on anything or on any one, a stern
law fo himself, a lamp nnto himself that shall not cast a shadow aecross
the face of another. Now vou fest progress according to that which
is established around you. What is that? Tt is to have more and
more worldlv goods, mare and more exeitrments, that 15 to go further

and farther away frow yourselves. But all this beeomes a harrier if-

it helps vou to Fargets if 3t entices You away from the struggle’ of life.
Modern progress is heing 0 mechanised that the individual merely be-
eomes A coz in the wheel, nohady cares Wh,ﬂf hanpens to the judividual
opd nll instittions of qrpeeTRents, al wuhc‘-""nf-x‘nts. or wark. of activi-
Heg, 0 gerviee, are tending more mu’{ more in deny the nul‘ﬁljh;ahty;
to push astdo (he imli'r.fi(hmi'a,nd r}:)ylslf?é’r the whifﬂ({. ‘B}ﬁ ~m?2in‘:r§§’p
1}1-'“t the whole ix the individual, Tt }*gu‘fhut are «ou'xp<: gt

T T¢ vour probieul as the individual 1# not soly ed. then
| 'vtm of the whole warld umsolvec. The individaal pro-

T-problent.

whole worhd.
v 4l probl _
here is the P he whole
iﬂmz‘ heeiiics therefore e w ark
Jisted) t

Understanding can. only come when

_dangers which exist in America 81

- view of life as a whole. But when Qringipg up ‘ehildren, there shonld
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vou are not surrounded by all the

old efforts on which vou have depended. Then vou cannot rely on

anything except on yourself.

Now, as 1 am speaking under the auspices of the quen’s
Indian Association, we must consider this from the point of view of
the other way—that of education.  You can bring about a complete re- .
volution of feeling, a complete change of the heart or of | ?hﬂ Ifl?ntd
through cducation. Mosi people’s ‘don of cducation at present 1s to
send their children to sehool, because they are troublesome atvholx'ne.‘
As Yonw as thoy are away at sehool, not troubling you, you dn. nf;t (%H:
whethur they are being brought wp in a wrong or right way. - }u,
preseut T,j,ﬂ};sophy of odumi_ip:'n ex:ee-pt in a very few schuols.,. ]? tOr ;e
snecessful and prosperous in life. 'Thatis, to forget your own growth.

. e . m affections, vour own dharmi and
vour individual growth, your owil @it ‘ L g
to become an ordinary man ot worpat. F rom the very begx'mnng of edu-
eation of children, fear 18 instilled, fear of vot being ordinary, fear f)f .
being out of the ordinary; fear fo alteT dominates all your judgments,
vour every point of view. The first cansideration, of # mmher or of a
father or of a teacher. should he {o give 21 (.‘nvn'.rmmept {o a (3_111}(1 in
which it will grow without fear, withoul hampering ot the individnal
affort,  Mhat s, the feacher should provide the }»avkgrmmd»
of happiness,  of  exnansiveness. What happeus m m(;f{em
sehonls?  Thoe  confrary is  bebyg  dene, 300 have ) the whale
Wife of the indi vidual  surrounded DY fear, ._'d‘”d. ” ‘Hle (‘hl.] fi
ar the mau has becn brought- up in fear, his Jl‘ll‘lltliiﬁ;". qtfﬂfl{
ties nee dostroved. s mot that sa! You haye to consider ‘.x'htaf
vour neighbour will say, what your farnily will say. what your socie ¥
will say, and the whaole vamut of fear comes il Ro ‘tmo uph_nﬂlgmg
of u child, if you want him to be that kind of progressive person am
spraking of, not merely “gn imifative person; means that he should
pot have fear of any kind. S :

Then we have not advanced far enough with regard to co-
edncation. That is hringing boys and girls together: I know of the
1 in every other country where

this experiment 18 being tried.’ But you cannot dividg life into men
and women. Men and women cOme together at any time when fhey
are grown older. So why not bring them ap when _th(.}y are children
together and make them nnderstand what sex 1s, that it is not a separa-
tion of life but a different form of expression of life. We judge every-
thing from the point of view of man and woman, not from the point of

*,
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not be this distinetion. We have been brought up in life to be afraid
of sex. Our whole institntions, laws, religious thought have been to be
afraid of sex, that it is a sin, and the moment you make something
mysterions, your whole society gets excited. But if you treat it as a
ihing normal, sane, rational, vou destroy that fear, the idea of sin.
As T said life is like a potter. Life moulds the individual, if he only
ix willing to set aside his particular prejudices, his dogmas, fears, his
religious tradition and be free of those. This is to me the fulness of
life, this to me is the highest form of spirituality, to be in contaet with

life, to be in love with life, and the moment you introduce fear, the
fulness, the full significance of life is destroyed.

- 182

Commercialised Vice.

We give below an extract of an Address by the Hom, Sir Phirozd
Sethna, President, Bombay Vigilance Association, at the Gth Annual
Meeting. : 3 : -

Surely no right mindgd person need quagrelm‘with us if we try to
do awav with commercialized .pro'stltutmn which is a traffic in human
bodies that has reached AMazing proportions as the figures available
can, and do, testify. This traffic means that there are persous, men
and women, who live on {he degradation of others to their own finan-

//¢in] profit. This is the root of the whole trouble and that which we are

most anxions to get eradieated. 1t bas been done with success in some
large .cities and there is no reason why Bombay should not follow in
their wake. ‘ -

Ag many as seven leaflets and pamphlets, oune in Marathi and six

. i1 English were issued in Bombay. Of {he Finglish Teaflets two were
" {rapslaied inte Marathi and two more inlo Gujarati. The fact that most

of these articles appeared in ove or other of the local newspapers added
greatly tu their value as publieity malerial. We ure grateful to these
newspapers for the valued help thus rendered and we trast these papers
a8 well as otber newspapers will dirvect the attention of the public to
this alldmportant question in a larger measure than they have done
till now. * Tt might be mentioned that altogither 16 ieaflpts and ¥ pamph-
lets have been published during the prst 3 years désigned to inform the
public of the evils of exploited viee aud the dangers of the vice areu,
and to them is undeubtedly due the awakeuing of interesi in the
problem and the subsegnent demand for the suppression of brothels
on the part of the public. We are greatly indebted to the authors for
their valuable help. .

The total number of women and girls who have passed {hrough
the Shelter between February 1st 1928 and January 31st 1929 is 83.
In addition to the Shelter cases, where food and lodging is pro-
vided free, the help of our warkers was sought for the following :—
8 Brahmans, 3 Marathas, 4 Bunias, 15 Depressed Classes, 5 Muharvs
5 Parsis, 8 Europeans, 17 Anglo-Indiaus, 18 Indian Cheistinns, 1 Arab’
1 Burman and 5 Jews, a total of 90 altogether, ’
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The Association was paturally anxious to enlist the sympathy
of so important a body as the Bombay Municipal Corporation.
At first it looked as if the majority of the members wonld not
side with us. The matter was referred by the Corporation to ils Law
Procodure and Elections Commilies and this Committee wus usked
to repori on the advisability of wrging uwpon Government the desira-
bility of making brothol-keeping an offence under the Prog{itgtion
Act. The Committee afler mature cousideration recommended that
Government should be approached with a request to undertake logisla-
tion in the matier and a resolution o that eifect was passed by the
Corporation on July 16th of last year. The resolution, [ am glad to
say, was passed by av overwhelming majority and the President was
asked to address Government accordingly. We have therefore every
reason 1o be grateful to the Corporation for thus strengthening our
hands.

It occurred 1o the Committee that a manifesto might be prepared
and signaiures taken thercon with a view to submit the same to Go-
Veriimn This manifest was published in the newspapers and we
it stress thevein on two points, v (1} that ihe policy of tolerating
diee arese be abandoned and (2) that the progtivmioy Aet of 1923 be
amendid su as lo provide {og Lhe pu_:'ushm 21l of all brothel-keepers.
We could have obtained l.hm_;sm}ds\i/‘l‘ mere sigpatures but when we
had about 3,000 we felt the tiype had m"m\;e(’l 10 hand thewn to i{;iuv;;:rn*
ment aid 856, on Siaveh 29nd last o ciﬁl“ﬁltatmn waited on the oo bij‘"’
the THome Member of the Uurybil_‘y' G avernmest and 11 your .n,?mfgf
esented him with the maniivato backed up by the signatures ul 3,000
oi our eitigens.—(1) that (qut':'rz,xm!fnt Y deﬂa}_“e their policy and

dufinite and immediate declavition that the brothels must

we urged a 1t » i e I
go and (2) realising some o the administrative difficultios involved,

we suggesied the
officers of (fovernment and represcunlatives of social orgauisations con-

“cerned to suggest praclical measuves for combating these difficulties
aud counteraciiiay e aufleipated consequential evils.

<

pr

i
appointment of a small Commiliee composed of

Serme thoaghi that we were asking for too much. The Committes
however were very hopeful and we feel buppy that hoth our sugges-
tions huve been approved by (fovervment. I will now read to you the
letter dated 16th April from the Government of Bombav.  The Under-
Secrelary, Home Depurtment addressing the Associaliou writes—

~ ““T am directed by the Governor in Council to inform you that
a Bil is being drafted embodying several amendments to the Bom-
bay Prevention of Prostitution Aet. After the Bill is drafted
154 : '

COMMERCIALISED VICE

Government propose to set up a Committee consisting of the Chief
Presidency Magistrate, Bombay, the Commissioner of Police, Bombay,
two nominees of your Associations and the Under-Secretary to ‘the
Government of Bombay, Home Department, who will also be the Secre-
tary to the Committee, to consider the proposed amendments from a
practical point of view. I am to request that you will be so good as
to move your Association to nominate two members to serve on the
proposed Cominittee”’. : .

I earnestly appeal to one and all to persevere in your efforts and
further Lo do all you can to help to increase the number of our member-
ship, for not only wili that mean more funds, which we greally need,
but it will also mean greater interest in this question amongst the

. public of Bombay.
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Women the Werld Qver,

L I P
CHn et reros.

1n New Zealund, where there is < Jr non-industri
bn 2 , CPELReTe s =g ack noi-industrial worlk,
there st a]‘«va,x’:% Lo diseussions how 1o proteet Che chithl living on
cie bannd, ared to o feszer cronl ehder countries bave the same difficuity.
To gnard the boy or givl nguinst factory exploitation ig stmple, hut less
sa when the ilfe onu far has vo be considered. o Germany, Aus-
fria, 2o olher coundy TN
ot out of dwdusteial Bfe el 12 years of age, bui for voi-industrial
prvcnits ten s the lialt, whon parents ave the vuiplavers. Aevebaties
and street trading are both legistated tor the usaal rale being (o make
these  illegal before the age of T4 ar evay 16, Tn France
. . ) C g 1 . AT
tere s a stromy  lislike o e dramatic  appearance  of
;w."a:'uzig‘(:k:x‘.<;i'.w_-u ander e age of }‘jm‘»f!al _&nu most careind vules must He
Cobeved before such appearances s allowesdl The ¢hiid wmust have a
gepurals dressing room, st be tukenn to and from the thealre by the””
nrenis, o pursons authorised by theme The perforiwes wasi n
i : ) ! )
appear momore than 15 entertauagents pev wouth, and all the extra
B [T . i ol IYE g . I : .
carnings, i beyond a certan sums, nwast e put in the Savines Bank.
One ciorniticant rale 1s that the ehiiid = e st not appear on the

Aetg huve been vagsed 1o keep o yveung per-

Progratie,
Wouen ox Jurss,

:The position of women justices,” said Mrs. Joan Rosanove,
LB, when addvessing “Women  Citizen's Movement of Vie-
toria, Australia, ‘1s more or less parallel to the function
of women jurors, with the exception that women just’.icee} have
the more individual responsibility, and have to rely on their own
judgment in such cases as giving bail, where jurors hm_’e the juglgment
of 11 other people to help.”” The Wonien's Qualitication Act did not
aliow of women sitting on juries owing to the stipulation i the Juaries
Act that any male persop over 21 should be gualificd ta serve, 20 g
speeinl Act of Parliwnent wonld be necessuri. U de not xas that we
as o womnen wWotkd e sottiae a neicalopo S Faniiniaed " ‘af!,,.v,;.. N
i s an Uneﬂ‘m:ﬂ Ji;u; u:‘?;)nm:t’:l;pri“m y “’éii"‘;‘m:‘igi"“‘j‘}“'*’@
privideges as justices of the poeace: woe “'l"’. s o ,}.ﬂ e ,"_b . BVO
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WOMEN THE WORLD OVER

to the service of our country. The women justices of Victoria have
been an unqualified success. 1 feel that more substantial justice would
be done in the eriminal courts if women were adimitted as jurors.”’—
The Dawn. ‘

WoMEN I¥ THE PROFESSIONS.

A demand for absolute sex equality in the teaching profession
and all spheres of industry in public life was made by Miss S M. Barls
of Westham, in her presideniial address to the annual Conference of
the National Union of Women Teachers at Canterbury, Fngland.

“e want,” said Miss Burls, ““as professional women, free-
dom to apply for every post in the educational sphere.  We want that
Iinpartiality which considers the question of sex celibacy inpnaterial
and that justice which awards eqnal remuneration and equal oppor-
‘tunities of promotion.”’

Miss Burls proceeded to advocate the end of differential and
restrietive legislation for women in industry and the substitution for
it of legislation designed to protect all workers irrespeetive of sex.
She also urged the appointment of more women to the Commissions
set up by the International Lahour Office and the presence of women
on the Prigon Commission, '

More WoMes LAYING DOWN THE Liaw.

That 145 women now sit in legislatures in thirty-eight States of

" the United States, an.inerease of nineteen woemen members over last

year—according _to retnrus compiled by the Natioual League of

Women Voters, considercd: significant news although not so sur-

prising in view of the tremendous increase in the wornen’s vote for
President and the election of seven women to Congress instead of
four. The increase “shows thal recognition of the feminine electorate
in the choice of legislators is permanent, and the proportion may be
looked on to show a steady, if moderate increase.”’

: ¢1t is not nine years yvet since women were given the ballot, yet
so completely has the country accepted the idea that only ten of the
States are without women legislators,”” points out the Schenectady
Union-Star, which voices much editorial comment in saying, ‘“‘without
making a revolutionary change in public lif>, women who show apti-
tude for public affajrs have had a salntary effect on city, State, and

;n}?ﬁon,al housekeeping. Their taking part in politics has not unsexed
them.”’ :
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‘Besides the women winners of seats in legislatures, The Woman’s
Journal, New York, reporis the election of twn State treasurers
(Indian, North Doekota); u re-elected Secretary of State (South
Dakota); three Statc superintendents of publie jnstruction (I1dsho-
Monfana, North Dakotad; one re-eleeted State suditor (Arizons): one
re elested] State ratlroad comp:issioner {Florida); one reportex: ’nf N
supreme and appellate cou rt,'{ Pidiana) 5 one execotive councillop (Mas-
sachusetis) : one Blate commission of publie welfare (North Cagolina);
and re-election of Florenee B Allen for a second six-year term on the
Ohio Supreme Court Bench, Judge Allen (I[ndependent) received
933,512 votes, ar 352245 more than Hoover in Ohio, according to this
Jowrnal, and Miss Gladyvs Prle (FHepublican) was re-clected Secretary
of State in Sowts Dakofa hy the greatest number of votes ever cast
there for a constitutional officer.

5 4
.
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What te Teach my Child aboat Religicn.

By FrANCES ALDERSOX.

I have four children and I realize that in spite of every precau-
tion they will very early acquire religious eoncepts, make religious
generaliiations, and form 1-.eligious prejudiceg. ‘When my six-year-
old daughter asked, as all children do at some time, *‘Mother, did any-
one make me?’’—could I avoid giving her some clue? 'Any manner
of meeting her inquiry—even refusal to answer—would influence her
final judgment. Much as 1 despise gfatechlsnxs, 1 must adinit that the
catechetic method is natuval: the child asks questions and the parent
is obliged to answer them direetly or indirectly, truthfully or falsely.
And if the best answer we can give is: ‘1 do not know,’” or ¢‘I do not
care to hother about matters copcerning which I have so little data,”’
or “‘Religion is poppyeock: stoicism or humanism is the best substi-
tute’*—why beat abouat the bush? Is not deception of our children
worse than wnbeliel or indecsion?

We tiusi be careful in formulating our answers.  We must not
substitute for genuine convictions prejudices resulting froi our own
crushing experiences. Likewise, we woderns wmst guard agaiust the

. opposite tendency. We are afraid fo set up rigid standards for our

children lest-we interferc with their personality. On first thought, thig
indecision dnd inaction might seem the safest course if only, In pur-
Sni]lg itt we ('()111(1 fﬂ]‘(*hta,ﬂan ”ﬂlel' E)del‘fml })r‘_\ssl\lr{). Bu‘t if we
fail to give them the best fihafl s in ug, other influeneces will mould their
idens.  We cannot, even ¥ we wish, rear our children in a vacnum,

Perhaps il 18 & romainlng trace of {he fandamentalist in which
1 was rearved that leads me {o eonclnde that what o man believes, what
he thinks he knows, affects his behavieur, T have disearded anthori-
tative religion aud am a pledeed expovimentaliat,  Yet Teling (o helief
in a personal God who is i(ﬁﬁl‘é:}'tﬁd in humaniiy’s affairs, who hates
selfishness, hypoerisy, decepiion, z}ﬂd cruelty, and who loves those
things which help to make man’s life complete and rieks to belief i
immortality and the hope thal sone duy the all-too-cvident wrongs of
this phase of our existenee will be righted. These tenets, which T
feel rather than know to be true, help me to face life’s evils with re-
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sighation,  But will they help iny bove and girls keep their ecourage
b1 the trying experiences life is swre to bring?

Fixrng Fmornionan Parreaxs,

“Sooner or later every th_inlging parent must face this religious
dilemma in the education of his children. Many. may decide, ag I have
done, to reduce their erced to the harest cssentials; but even 0, how
iz 1i to be transierred fo the »r]’:iid so that it hecomes a vital and gov-
eraing clement in his Bfe? Tu the first place, one must begin carly.
L common attifude, and a wreong ope [ helieve, is to say, “‘1 am not
coine to teael myv ehild anvihing ahout religion, but wail acd let him
Jocide for himselt after he has resched the age of reason.” .'T'hat1re~
Heion s not a matter of reason, bui of feeling, of emction, is a Jact
wi should face,  There is no such thing as proof that there is a Gnd or
(et certadn standards of condpes are right, though there 1s evidense
o that offect. Why, then, shanld we not admit this truth and faskien
ild = crnaliona] }@}:?‘f(ﬂ'rn hetore 1 is vigidly set? I refor to cmnfion
v, bt iy its hinlegien]
wmse. Natareliv T do ot want fo lead my children (o the point of
camp-meeting hysteria or “evisions.”’ -

i1 its eomew connotation of senbmentali

Children have a diffienlt snough ta}sk‘us it is in adjusting them-
welves to their environment without heing forever reminded of the
commands of a God who is too often pictured az terrible, unforgiving,
and easilv angered. Lot ns try to conceive of a God who ’h‘n;s no objec-
Gion to the workine oat of natural homau Nepulses, whe, 1 you w'mh,
looks down from His throne in Heaven, hut who is not so hervibly
Jiocked when He sees baby fingers (111)})111;1' in the jam dar, urr even
when [Te sees o child attenapt fo adapt himself to his trritating life by
hehavionr that wili not being hinncotapletn satisfaction.  TF {iod has as
mueh intelligenee ag the thinkiug pareni, Tle will recoguize the canse

»

of mishehaviour. e will know 21 Teast as myeb psvehology as any

Ph. D.. and will admit that even antisocial conduet ig not “bad,”” but,

oily the vesult of fryving to do perfeetly normal. ““good’ things and
often of hoing thwarted in the attempt, ’

Frrrisa Rerow ro L.

Tt I have this conception of God, all hasis of fem‘. vanishes from
the religious training of 1oy ehildren, T shall not elussily actions into
eood ard bad, bot tnte thawe whiek nromise fllest satisfaetion and de-
velopment of the human bheing and thoge which do not. Thus the nor-
wial, healthy smotions—those that do not have to be artificially stirred
160
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—will econtribute toward the child’s veligious tralning. And it this is
50, we shall have to give up the attempt to make life it a religious sys-
teyn, and, instead, adapt standards oi conduet to it Lie. b veligion
is ““true,’” it must be a part of a saecesstul happy ebild fife, and, later
on, of a satistying adult lite. (God must find & plaee in the genuine,
robust living of ihe child and then of the adult—or He ought to have
no place at all,

A God of this sort will be easier to find if we acrept the prinei-
ple that the ehild’s actions are not to be classiiied as good or bad, but as
wise or foolish ways of adjusiing himself to life, 1f we regard God
as & foree anxious te eneourage the fullest development of the humaun
race, we must see that He will want every lnanau being to make the
best individual adjustment.  1f--without sentimentality---we can eon-
vincee the child that a snecesstul ad pistment, which will benetic hin, is
also a litile part of God’s plan for all humanity, we have given him
the fouundation of a religion that does not confliet with Living,

Dors Vigrtvr Pay!

The difficult part of my plan is, of course, to get the child to
realize that what we call good hehaviour is the most satisiyving, The
only way it can possibly be done, 1 helieve, is by controlling home eon-
ditions so that he will he induced to practice unselfishness and kind-
nesg and truthfulness and rourage in his childish aets.  Make him
understand how “gooduess™ Jeels. et parents try to manage home
situations so that repeatodly, with as Pew exeepitons as possible, the
child’s responses that are regarded as ‘right’’ will bring satisfaction
here and now, and his “wrong” vegponses will ring amnoyanes,
other words, let him taste the fruits of viripe and do not shield him
too maich frow the consequences of hig mistakes. 7'hat it is genuinely
satisfying to fuke the side of justice ' ' .
- 1

and to heliaye 1,)1*!"}"‘37"§." any nor-
THa

comngster will feel for himself after o few Py

exporimests. coenis
i n vt to ey 1 R I - .. -
—from the bare ten conmandiments 5 sentimental sermucuizing —dn
fittle good.

But suppose he does develon desirable attitvides aad hehavionr
vuder ehildhood eounditions: can we be sure that hix lessons will he
remembered in adalt life? [t s not always easy to make the olild see
that the limited society into which be is born is typleal of {4 laroey
social structure to which he also belougs.  Are we surve that oven :n o
who has been trained to desire peace in the howe will show pacifie
tendeneies in his nation’s affairs?  Can we be certain thal the boy who

A
would not “swipe’’ g pencil from a schoolmate’s desk will not steal
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witlions frow the public when e is a member oi a corporation? The -

problem is whether religion can be a guiding force 1 the seething,
uproarious, cruel suciad ile of the present day, or whether oue must
~—as millions of others have done—content oneseli with religion as an
aid to purely individual adjusinient, throwing it 1o the winds when face
to face with society and its gigantic problems. Kor my children, 1
hope, there can be no such divizgion of e inlo two parts.  Kither reli-
gion must color all life, or it wusl be cast aside altogether,

SEXUAL MoRALS,

Another great problem wihlch ihe adolescent lus to meet in
cotrtection wiii uls religion is sex behaviour. Personaily b not sare
tpal we can do tiuc w help youth here, eacepl Lo be very "V"““kv n
diseussing sex relalions, in giving conciusiotis 1roml _ure, wild 10_88sIst-
ing our children to find wholesome activities and interests. At any
rate, 1 certainly hope that 1 shall ,have.wxsdom enough to h_.gl.p my
child set standards lor a sex lile that will be natural and satisfying
and yel not wasteful or selfish. A youug person who is active, physi-
callyy and mentally, who has many vital interests in life, is not likely
to tall into gross sexual dissipation.

In regard to prayer, it may be said that faith in its powers, in
its ability io bring wisdom and s'trengt'h and courage, is consistent with
the theology of anyone who béhgves m a I{EI‘g()r}al God. One posges-
ing this faith should lead his child almost in infaney to act acco‘rdmg
to his belief. 'The teaching shguld not be postponed, for seldom is the
art of prayer learned alter cl‘nldhootlv . |

As to the attitude of children woward the reigiou of others, from
the very first I want my boys and girls to realize that 1 don’t require
them to accept my doetrine in religious matters; that perhaps 1 may
be wrong. 1f they are to profit by the experience of the race, they
must know the outstanding beliefs—not only Christian creeds but
also those ol the Orient. Tt won’t hurt anyone to join in a Methodist

hymn, a Catholic litany, or a Jewish chant, to hear a lecture on Chiis- .. .

tian Science or Theosophy, to read an agnostic or an atheistic book.
-Perhaps through these experiences the ehild will come to realize t.hat
religion in its various forms is man’s attempt to adjust himself to
situations annoying and bewildering. With a certain amount of sym.-
pathy he may come to recognize that when a person stupidly aceepts
an absard religion, it is merely the outward sign of his effort to adapt

himself to life. To teach children this is one of the meuns of inspiring |
real tolerance; whick is itself one of the greatest benefits of *“true’”
rehgxmf; the other means is the parent’s vwn freedom from bigotry, .
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WHAT TO TEACH MY CHILD ABOUT RELIGION

‘What I wish to teach my children is only illustrative. The same
laws may be applied just as effectively to teaching irreligion or a
purely ethical code of behavior. These laws, these modes of instrue-
tion, may be termed by horrified persons as only “‘world’ wisdom.,
They may say that I started out to give my idea of the right way to
instill religious training, and instead I have given ounly the world.
wise, the satisfying, the pleasurable way. Such criticism misses the
real point. Personal satisfaction in onc’s life on earth is the great
premise which underlies the scheme of religion used here as an illus-
tration.  If God has donc¢ anything, He has given us certain modes
of hehavier which we must utilize naturally if we ave to live according
to iz plan. The human being is made with egotistic impulses, the
tendenev o do things himsell, the power of fecling pleasure and dis-
pleasum'# in aetion. T believe altruism is possible, but it has to be
learned—-iike evervthing clse—through natural channels. 1 we do

~ not use natural aids to righteoncuel, our religion becomes. an nu-

_natural—though it is frequently called a supernatural-——creation of our
. imagination; and in following a reiigion divoreed from life we must
“do violence to our normal modes of response and breed the very con-
flicts we are trying to escape—The Forum
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Rai Saheb Hari Bilas Sarda, M.L.A.

Mr. Hari Bilas Sarda was born in Ajmer in June, 1867, A . D. His father
Sriyut Har Narain Sarda was a Sanskrit and English scholar and was Libra-
rian of the Government College, Ajmer. Mr. Hari Bilas Sarda received his
education up to the First Arts Standard (now Intermediate) in the Ajmer
Government College and took the B.A. Degree of the Calcutta University
with Honors in Fnglish Literature i 1888 A D from the Agra College and
stood first in that subject in the United Provinees and Oudh. Tn 1889 A.D.

he was appoinred a senior rteacher in the Government College, Ajmer. in

1862 he was transterred to the [ndicial Deparimenm ot the Brush Province of
Ajmer Merwara. In 1894 he was placed on special duty to revise the Ajmer
Regulation Book, a compendium of laws and regulations for Ajmer Merwara,
In the same year, on the compietion of this work, his services were transferred
to the Foreign Department and he was appointed guardian of H.I1. the Maha-
rawal of Jaisalmer. FHe reverted to the judicial service of Ajmer Merwara in
1902, A.D. He was Additional 12.A.C. and Sub-Judge, First-Class, Ajmer

for several years and later was Judge, Small Cause Court, Ajmer. He offi- |

ciated as Additional District and Sessions Judge, Ajmer Merwara in 1922,°

He was Municipal Commissioner of Ajmer for § vears and was Honorary Secre-
tary of the Ajmer Merwara Publicity Board during the Great War. He re-
tired Jrom Government Service in December, 1923, and was elected a member
of thg Legislative Assembly in January, 1924, when for the first time Ajmer
Merwara was allowed to return a member to the Asserably.  [{e was appointed
Judge of the Chiel Court, Jodhpur in 1925, A.D., and while serving in Jodhpur
was re-elected member »i the Legislative Assumbly in December, 1926, He
introduced in January, 1925, in the Legisiative Assembly, the well-known Child
Marriage Dill which was eventually passed in Septensher, 1929 and becane
law on the lst of October of that year,

He is the author of the well-known book,  Hindy Superiority” first pub-
lished in 1906, and of ““Ajmer: Historical and Descriptive.” He has also

written monographs on Rajput history, Maharana Kumbha: Maharana Sanga;
and Maharana Hammir, and Prithviraj Vijaya.

He was clected a member of the Royal Society of Literature, Great -

Britain and Ireland; Royal Asiatic Society, Great PRritain and Ireland; Fel.low
of the Royal Statistical Society of fLondon; Statistical Society of Boston, United
States, America; Member of the Teacher's Guild of Great Britain and Ireland ;
an Associate oi the Royal Archaeological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland.
He is Secretary of the Paropakarini Sabba of India He has contributed several
papers comtaining origingl research work te the Journal of the Roval Asiatic
Society of Great Britain and Ireland and the /ndian Antiguary and read a
paper before the First Oriental Conference at Poona in 1921, A D, He presi-
ded over the All-India Vaishya Conference at Rareilly in Decemher, 1923, and
was President of the Postal and R.M.S. Conference, Central Circle, n 1928,
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