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Women's Indianp 'Assoaiatioﬁ é'%

v G
OBJECTS Y {9
To present to women their responsibilities as daughters of. Indla. 07

To secure for every girl and bov the right of Education thrmwh -
schemes of Compulsory Primary Education, including the teaching
of religion. A

To secure the abolition of child-marriage and to raise the Age
of Consent for married girls to sixteen.

To sccure for Women the vote for Municipal and Legislative
Councils on the same terms as it is or may be granted to men.

To sceure for Women the right to be elected as members on all
Municipal and Legislative Couneils. . '

To help Women to realise that the future of Tndia lies largely
in their hands: for as wives and mothers they have the {ask of training,
guiding and forming the character of {he future rulers of India.

To band Women into groups for the purpose of self-develop-
ment and education, and for the definite service of others.

MEMBERSHID

fen Women who agree and will co-operate.with the Objects and
Organization of the Agsociation may become members. Groups of

i 23 A o3 - : 7 . ’ s
women having the same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian
Association. Members are asked, bat not obliged, to pay a subserip-
tion of twelve annas a year to the Headquaricrs of the Association.
Local Branches are self-governing and make their own arrange-

£

***************** -x--)l- ‘ , ments. _
USRI AY B : .. ORGANIZATION

The Association, which has a central organization at the W. L A,
Headquarters, Pantheon Gardens, Egmore, Madras, was started on
May &, 1917, and has grown and inereased steadily ever since. It now
has 72 Branches, 23 Centires and over 4,000 members.

Branches are formed in every place where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit local conditions 'md report to
Headqu’u‘rors

The political policy of ‘chv Association is to work for Rleforms
throngh the Legislative Councils, , -

The aims and ideals and work of the z‘.Ls sociation are on a religi-
ous but nou-sectarian basis,

**
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Notes and Comments.

&
The All-India Wemern's Conference.

" Bangalore gave a hearty and hespitable welcome last month
to the members of the Standing Committee of the All-India Women’s
Conference, who gathered there for the Half-yearly Mecting of this
Comraittee. They were hard at work for two whole days on points
which had come up for settlement during the past six months and on
matters of routine. Dr. Muthulakshmi Ammal was unanimously
eleeted to be Presidents of the coming Lahore Conference. Labour
questions are to be made the speciality ot the Social Section and the
Training of Teachers of the Educational Scetion. A Resolution
was passed recording the very decp sense of loss whieh thé Confer-
ence has sustained by the absenee of its President, Mrs. Naidu,
Mrs. Kamaladevi and other members, and by the interruption of
their work for the Conference, - Congratulations were sent to Gwalior

~anid Mysore States for their State promotion of khaddar and indi-

genous industries. It was decided to compile from the works of
famous writers, a book of poems and prayers of a universal kind to
suit all kinds of funetions and especially for school purposes. The
Railway Companies have now made the Railway concessions per-
manent for Delegates to the Conference and Standing Committee
Meetings, but not for Visitors, and not for less than 2nd* Class fares.
After full discussion of all points the dates settled for the Lahore
Confercence were fixed as from the 12th to the 19th January.

A mandate was sent to the Council of State to stand by their
former vote on the Sarda Act and to keep the Act intact and unamended.
A. protest was sent to the Government on its action in giving facili-
ties for the possibility of whittling down the Act.

An extremely enjoyable Garden Party, with an hour’s specches,
given /‘()y Lady Mirza and the Ladies’ Recvcation Club, closed the.
proceedings.  Mies Lazarus and Migs Nanjamme are to be congra-
tulated on the efficiency of the arrangeiivents they made for the com-
fort of their all-Indian guests.

Srimati Patwardban in the U. S, A,
The frontispiece of {*Equal Rights’’ for the month of July i3 a
charming portrait of Srimati Malati Patwardhan, Seceretary of the
’ 483
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Women's Tndian Assoeintion being welcomed to the Headquarters of
the Women'’s Party in Washinglon by Mrs. Lineberg, official hostess
of the Garden Purty given in our Indian sister’s honour. IFriends
write that she echarmed everyone both in Washington and in Cali-
forvin where there b nows &1, nev spoaining, also to the Women's
Club in Ojai. She spoke of. the splendid work women are doing in
India, of the Child Marriage Bill, of the need for true education from
the Montessori type of fundartentals, and the necessity of the co-
operation of the sexes at every slage of Iife. She disclaimed being
a feminist in the Amerieadd sonse of the word., After the speeches at
Washington *“fruit pupeh and cakes were served and the guests
crowded around Mrs, Patwardhard and praised her ideas, and admired
her personality, her address and her ideals.”
First Things Firs3.'«-—5\.\’::(3(',:-;1:&;

The movement for supporiing Home mannfacture moves nhead.
The nceessity of buying things develves gun. everyone. Yivery buyer
has the right of choice. With a right and a necessity there is also
a responsibility. People have learnt that they ure not serving their
country if they buy the products of other countries thoughtlessly or
in prefercnce to their own manufactures. Ispecially in the matler
of cotten cloth, people had iaken a wrong tarn. Bul we are
changing all that. Now we hear that there is handly a yavd of foreign
cloth sold in the bazaars in Delhi.  Bombay merchants and small
traders are making patriotic saerifices rather thou sell foreign stuil.
Ninety thousand bales of foreign manufacture are lying unclaimed
on the docks of Bombay. 3Many towns are holding Swadeshi Mxhibi-
tions and those enormously stiroulate indigenous indnstry.  After
they are over Inmporiams for certified home manufactures are opened
and directories give addresses of shopping centres. Khaddar Vas-
tralaya Depots have becowne centres ol pilgrimage and teken on a
shrine like yuality.  Gandhi caps are sold by the thousand and wemin
are taking the greatest pride in finding nice hits of khaddar. for little
kurtas for the toddler, little khaddar frocks for the girls going off to
school, and they are determined to have at least one khaddar savee
each for all public fuuections. In Cocanada this month full half the
town turned out to walk in procession in howvour of .the Khaddar
movement after the opening hy Mrs. Cousins of a Spinning Home
given by Mr. Pyda Venkatanarayana, a local Zemindar. A procession
proper had been bauned by the Magisirate but as the 1euders.electe(_1
to walk the mile and a half to their bungalow after the [unetion and
refreshments were to be served there to the public no one could
prevent the thousands who had been at the meeting from walking
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

home with their hosf and thousands more joined in. A’ typical inci-
dent happened. The procession mwet a motor in which was one of the
chief members of the All-India Women’s Conference for Andhra-
desa. Her heart was with the proecession, but she would not walk
with it because she ““had not on a khaddar saree and she would feel

ashamed.”’ -

Cheers for Common Sense!

Judge Pandalai of the Madras Qigh Court has given a judgment
which savs that there is more danger to public peace in preventing
people from wearing Gandhi caps or any eloth they like and in fly-
ing any flags they like than in foreibly nreventing them from doing so.
Caps on in honour to the commonsense of the Madrvas Judge! It
should be noted that bie is the wan who helped very largely to get the
Juvenile Courts established in Madrax, Commonsense al last also
in Bombay where the mass procession on Prizoners’ Day was at Iast
allowed to carry out ilg plans withoul governmental hindrance, and
marching in fours, in perfeet order, under that ““live wire””, General
AMrs. Hensa Mehta, got through its plan in a very short time with no
trouble to traffic or anvone, and we can bhelieve, with happiness (o no one
more than Mr, Healy who Lad to spend so raany sleepless nights stop-
ping the procession. - Commen scuse s the best law pud the best
politics, ‘ '

All-Asian Waemen's Conferonce.

An attractive and informative Bulletin has beon issned by the
promotors of the All-Asian Women’s Confercnce. T4 ealls for the enrol-
ment of Members of the All-India Reception Committee and Patrons
giving details ol their duties, fees, ete. All interested are requested
to write for the Bulletin to Mrs. Cousing, Pantheon Gardens, Egmore,
Madras, S. India.  Replies have heen received to date from Syria,
Palestine, Indo-Ching, Siam, Malaya, Nepal, Ceylon, Japan, Irak,
and Hawaii. : '

Wemen and Flections. ..

Heartiest congratulations to Mrs. Hannen Angels for winning
her contested elcetion for the Madras Corporation by over two hundred .
votes, majority against her man opponent. This is the second time
she has won her seat in a contested publie election. She is a fine
fighter for all good eanses and well deserved to win! »

. It is very deplorable that the political condition of the country
is 50 disturbed and unsatisfactory that wormen. will not be drawin te
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standing for the general clection, and thus another three years will '
see probably only nominated women in the Couneils. The parties
who are contesting the clections are extremely remiss and unfair in
not putting up some wonten candidates. There are women of every
shade of opinion as well as men and they should have opportunities

“of influencing the destinies of the country. Those women who do not |
want to vote should be on the Register as it is only the woman actually
with the vote al her control whose casting of a vote or refusal to vote'
has weight, 3

Is Child-Marriage to be Legalized Again ? ,

Lord Irwin’s remarks about the Child-Marriage Restraint Act,
popularly known as the Sarda Act, in his reply to the head of the!
Muslim Ahmadiva community, are caleulated seriously to disturb the'
minds of progressive Indians. They hold forth what virtually amounts, -
in the context, to a promise that the Act will ba either repealed or its’
application modified in such a manuer as to make it practically useless. |
To the knowledge of the public, infractions of this law have even al-’
ready been studiedly ignored. There has heen next to no experience .
of the working of the Act to justify reconsideration of the grounds-
on which the Government decided to support it in the Legislature. In -
the circumstances, the sole conclusion that the public can draw is that.
the Government finds it expedient, in the midst of the present politi-
al turmoil, to have on itz side the orthodox sections of the Hindu
and Muslim communities. The very faet that the objections to the.
Child-Marriage Act felt by the Ahmadiya leader were ineorporated in -
a letter, the main objeet of which was to suggest means of politieal
alleviation likely to make an appeal to the Mussalman community, gives
the request for the amendment of the Sarda Act a pelitical colour
which the public cannot fail fo sce. By the readiness with which
the Government of India has declared its intention of going back on
the law so recently enacted with its consent, it has once again demon-
strated that the cause of India’s social progress has no proximity to
its heart. If the Savda Act is repealed in the near future, or placed
on the shelf as a hopeless cripple, all the world will know that the
gacrifice has been made as part of an unholy bargain between the
threatened interests of social reaction and prejuidice and of foreign
political domination.—New India.

~
Dr. Anna S, Kugler. :

The Andhra Distriets have snffered a great loss in the passing
away of Dr. Anna S. Kugler of Guntur, who came as a young medical
missionary. from Philadelphia in 1883 and for the past 47 yeavs has

(%
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devoted every moment of her life to the healing of the bedies and aox_}ls
of women and children. She eame first as a teacher of a small mis-
wion school butl immediately started a little medical work on her
verandah, Her great memorial is the splendidly quipped hospital
ghe built up possessing now hundreds of beds for sm%z women and
children. She created a world of healing, organisation and. e'du—
cation around her by her own encrgy, skill, honesty and impa?tmhty.
She was universally loved. There are individual women like this
throughout India, To the third and fourth generation the p{rﬂph:e around
them eall them blessed.  They ave of all races and all religions. They
: She was one of the strong links which bind the

are race-mothers, ;
and Westh

Tnited States to India, the true union of Tast

Wotes for the Waomen of Delli,

%‘We have read with great pleasure of the Resolution l_\mught.htv
Mr. Asaf Al to give the vote to the women of Drelki for the Munict-
pal Council. Since the women already have the vole for the Legis-
lative Assembly it is quite natural to expeet that they should have it
for the Municipai Council also. We are thankful to men like Mr.
Asaf Ali for taking intevest in such matters and we hope tha“r very
goon it will be an accomplished fact that the Municipal vote will also
be given to the women in Delli. The influence of women in all the
different spheres of life has already proved itself of the greatest valuae,
and in a local body like a Municipal (Jouncil we are sure women ought
to have men or women candidales for whom they can vote with the
conviction that the best interests of the City would be guarded by them,
particularly with regard to Compulsory ndneation, _P.ublic Health,
Sanitation, Maternity and Child Weifare "Work which lies nearest to
the hearts of the women.

It is very notable that Delhi has sent the greatest number of
satvarrahi women so far to fill the prisvas of Irdia. Tt iz a proof
of Lheir zeal and true patriotism that they have lived up (o their
convictions and risked life and liberly for a cause which was so dear
{o them. It is also a most creditable fact that not a single yard of
foreign cloth hag been sold or bought in the City hazaars be auge of
the indefatigable picketting of {hese faithful dnughters of India.

The Yerravada Round Table Conference.

There is not a siugle person who iz not intensely interested in
what will be the outcome of the Peace Move. Yerrawada has become
the centre of the most unique importance and attraction. The desti-
niee of a {hird of the world’s population are centred round a simple
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Table where Sarojini I‘ﬁvi Tndia's greai statesswoman, who has given
such ungrudging serviee %u the AMother Land now wonfws with the
Congressmen leaders aud the Peace Intermediaries within the grim
walls of Mg Majesty’s guest house while matters of the most mo-
mentous importance are being weighed in the balance. It is the
earnest prayer of every Indian, in fact of every one who has any love
for Tndia or for Wngland that this gesture will have for its result a
real and honcurable undersianding and adjustment between India
and Fngland which will be the foundation of a lasting and permanent
peace and prosperity for both sides concerned. We pray that God
whe has brought us so far on the way towards creating an under-

standing will give wisdom, faith and courage to all to do the most

honourable and right thing for India.

IF T TEACH MY CHILD

T must let no {heught of strife
Come to eross my peaceful mind;

But keep my soul filled full of love,
I T°d have my child be kind.

I must he forever true
To the highest law I know;
For by my life I teach my child
In ways of righteousness fo grow,
T must seek my Father’s will
In all that I do and say;
And thus 1 know my clild will learn
In all ways to obey.
T must be pure and let God shine
Through me, a perfect flaming ray,
If T wonld be a light to guide
My child upoun his way.

The Simon Commission anpd Wemen.

It has taken weeks 1o get one’s hands on the two volumes of the
Simon Report, and what was eur surprise to find that the Women’s
Indian Association gets a place of high recognition in it for its his-
tory-making activity!. So the W, L A. will he embalmed along with
the Report! Evidently the Simon Seven had been soon after their
arrival impressed with the unexpected (by them) efficiency and eap-
ability and freedom of Tudian women, so carly in the firgt volume

there are five pages devoted to women. The writer as much as says

there were no women before the Montague-Chelms tmd Report era.
Now there can never he an ern in which {hey can be omitted and in
his final paz agraph he states ““The Women’s Movement in Tndia
holds the key te progress. Tt is nof foo much fo say that India can-
not reach the position to whieh it awplres in the world until its women
play their due part as educated citizens.””  What more do these men
want from Indian women than they arc doing to-day? They do notice
a woman as Depnty President of a Leuh}am*e Council and give her
a paironising pat, but they were ignorant of the hundreds of Indian

e

women who have been acting as Municipal Councillors, Senatfors,

J.P.’s, Hon. Magistrates, members of every kind of Local Government
Board, and of all the professions alsu. These women have given
demonstration fully of their high quality. It is only the lack of
moeney and facilities which makes the numbers small. That is due to
Britain’s fanlty edueational administration as the Simonites confess
in another section.  But if the date on which India is to achieve her

pl[‘&flﬂn ig when her women play their due part us educated cili-
zens then to-day is the Day. This section of the Report is hopelessly
superficial and ill-informed. The Commissioners.did not trouble to
polish or oil their “‘key’’ very much. Perhaps that is the reason why
men as well as women find the Heport just a colossal {ragic waste of
moncy.

The new era is famous for stalistics, so we find a few facts
leaping to the eyes from these pages. 'lhme arz over nine million
more men.than women in India; the number of women voters is as
one woman to ten men in Madras Presidency where the proportion is
highest, in some parts it is as one to one hundred. In Madras of a
total of voling of 48 per cent. there is noted that the women’s vote
was 19 per eent, It is.calmly stated that ““it is cleur that the en-
franchisement of women has slightly retarded the general rate of
improvement’’ (in rate of voting). Thig is surely inaceurate.
' ' ' 489
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The Commission was coneernied that the Proportion of women
‘voters was so low, so it recommends that wives of men who possess
:the property qualification should also be registered as voters. We
‘women see a much wiser and juster way-—improve the inheritance
*laws for women. Then in their owu right they can be citizens, not as
appendages to husbands. Marriage to a propertied husband is not
a worthy new qualification for women voters in any land. It is long
since that veleran student of Indian life and history, Dr. Annie
Besant, showed that the British property qualification for representa-
tion was utterly foreign to Indian conditions and unsuited for adop-
tion in whole or in part for cither men or women here.

Perhaps the best part of the Report is the Chapter en Educa-
tion, but the true picture is not given withount the hackground of the
old days when general learning was a fact and when Sir H. Munro
told us that every village had its free school. In 1900 Gokhale had
proved that there was, after a hundred years of British rule, only
one primary school for every six villages. Kverywhere throughout
the Report the conclusions ave vitiated through being arrived at from
too short an angle of {ime.

The scheme for burdening India with more and not less taxes
for military expenditure women will sweep on one side as unworthy
of the era of the Pact of I’arvis, or the universal hunger for disarma-
ment, and the specially peaceful nature of the Indian people. Shades
of Asoka! Such a proposition conld only be made by the Anglo-Saxon
race! .

M. E. C.

EXPENDITURE ON PEACE.

Miss MacPhail, the only woman Member of the Canadian House
of Commons, recently introduced a resolution, urging that for every
100 dollars spent by the (Janadian Government for war purposes, it
should spend one dollar to promole peace by seiting up a Chair of
Tnternational Relationships and by graniing International Scholar-
ships al eaeh Canadian University. On this hasis Miss Mac:Ppail
estimated that 200,000 dollars would be available, which was sufiicient
to provide chairs, scholarships, and books for the promotion of the
study of international affairs. Sbe criticised the Government fqr
continuing to spend money on rraining cadets schools, and s§ald
that, if money were available for research to improve-the engines
‘of war, it should be available for studying how war should be
prevented. '

490
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AN ACHIEVEMENT.

The Zemindarini of Kumaramangalam, (Mrs. Radhabal Subha.
ravan, s.a.,) in declarving the new boilding of the Wumbskeuam Muni-
cipality open, gave the following address:— ‘

“It gives me very great pleasure indecd to conie heve this after-
noon and perform the dlightful funetion of opening vour new Muni-
cipal Meeling Hall., Teo-day is a proud day in my life as 1 have the
honour of declaring open & building where iportant meetings and
deliberations, affeeting the welfure of a great {own, will he held and
T thank you most sincerely for conferring this honour on e,

I heartily congratulate vou, and I am sure the ladies and gentle-
men assembled here would jein me in deing so, on your having such
a fine place for your meetings. - It ig very creditable {o yvou, your
staff and the cngineers, in getting it veady in less than two vears.
You must be prond of this achievement and to be now the possessor of
sacht & fine building wheve you can confer, deliberate and work for
the good of vour city. The duties of a mumicipality like vours are
sure {0 be many and onerous. Infinite is the help yon have to give to
vour lellow-citizens and theugh individually you mighkt nol be able
to do much, unitedly you could do a great deal. Such work will be
more intense and effective if by sinking your private and communal
differences you work with one common bond, one aim and object—
the good of yow city.

Mex ape Tar StusmsLive BLock.

The Chairman mentioned in s speech that there are various sub-
jeets, specially sanilation, requiring your urgent astention. Sanitary
reform is certainly very importaut as it improves a eily in every way.
It not only vesults in better drainage, fresher air, more light, abund-
ance of pure water, and_thercfore a healthier and cleaner city, but -
by these vesults the moral atmosphere of the eity is also made purer.
The people living in clean surroundings are hound to cultivate cleanli-
ness mentally as well as phyxically.  But to make these results more
effeclive and perfeet, a municipality has to educare the people so as
to cuable them to understond as well as appreciate and enjoy their

o 491
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healthy surronndings and also {o realise their obBeations {o {heir

fc:alli)w-{aiﬁ;f.ez‘:s. It 35 the duty of municipalities to have sehools well
equipped and with well-paid teachers who will devote all their thoughts
imd time to theiv work. T am glad: this municipality .has l’mevn‘;m'-
ing great . i.ton?iml to the subject of cdueation and has introduced com-
_}'mlsnry education for boys and proposes to extend it to girls too. Tt
18 ;11.53.(» most gratifving to learn of the suceess of vour scheme for bovs
and T trust this will encourage the edueation of givls too. T am 141t0t
Al ol surprised to learn that yoor proposal to include girls in your
zelieme for compulsory edneation was waleomed by ‘volanen butJ not
supporfed by men. I have slways believed that our women are move
capable of understanding aud bave more faith and conrnge to mvafeﬁ
a]o_ng the path that surely leads to progress, br@nkiu‘g?h‘c l);i]'rr'iei;s:
'3'51;1:56::{ by antiquated, evil enstoms. Your staiement )conﬁrms‘; 'thi‘é,
Jelief &‘i}d exposes Hie msineerity of men who after talking hie ahout
grl:;d.loz?:al’isrxl, unity and pregress, excuse themselves with the szﬁ')p%&f
‘opposition of their women, wheu it eomes {o putting into g;vrna%icc;the
preeepts they hold forlth on politieal niatforms. Such men cémm%
e bonest elther in their faith or in their avowals and certainly do not
respect women, (o do such au injustice to them, It is the same story
in every sphere of work for our naiivnal regeneration, men aré the
stambling blocks especially with regard to the soecial advancement of

our women, '

Eanvuy Manriace,

Your Cluirman remarks that the education of givls does not
show ns much progress as that of bovs.” How can there be any pro-
gress when parents iusist on marrying their givls in theiv childbood
and stop them from attending school al an enrly neo? This rexlni;l(-lﬁ‘
me {hat though Kumbakonam, as pointed out by \?uu has Boen c*('m:
sidered 1o be a noteworthy ecentre of learning, ‘1'0‘11i:1'i;“»n and cu]ﬁ';rw.
H.m :-u:‘t‘i_‘:ms of seme of yvour eitizens, 1 fear, ave spoﬂing that 1'(:put=;
tion, Tt is sad that a_city of sueh great fame showld be shown to be
the home of most extremne and blind ovihodoxy which believes in the
upholding of any social evil on the one ground that ancient cu.sﬂ("»n';
and {radition estublished il even thongh its tentacles Lamper our
PrOZYess. ii‘t‘ ]'g;; a great pity that it is from Kumbakonam that we
heard and still hear of the strongest opposition Lo every kind of social
reform {hat is most neeessary for our country if she is o attain her
goal of enlightened nationhood. It is here that the mn(:h«n(.xe(le‘«’l
legislation kpown as Sarda Act received opposition, and with m(%L
unpleasant, not to say erude, comments. This attitude of some of
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your citizens undoubtedly dims the glory of your great c¢ity, but I
trust it is only a temporary shadow. Time aided by the influence
of an enlightened municipality, let us hope, will help the people of
this town to exercise their better jndgment and Kumbakonam, far
from attemapting to stop progress and marching hackwards, will take
the lead on the forward march.

T hope you will forgive me for so frankly stating what I feel
and not misunderstand me as abusing your kind hosnitality, 1 feel
it iz my dnty to express my thounghts truthfully, however diffienlt and
delicate the task might be and even on a happy oceasion like this,
T do it in all humility and only with the object of placing my views
before you with an carnest desire that this city should continue to
he a centre of veal learning and euliure and worthy of ils pact history.

From what T kave heard of the work of your Council, especially
with rcgard fo education, T feel sure that von will achicve success
in spreading enlightenment and helping people fo cultivate liberal
thonght and broad vision. The very faet that im 2 town where sueh
old-world orthodoxy as I have just deservibed, so strougly’ prevails,
vou are proposing to introduee the forward scheme of eompulsory
education for girls shows your carnestuess in working for real pro-
gress. May I also respectfully remark that in inviling & woman,
and a woman who has to some extent practically showu her helief in
social reform and the education and advancement of womcen, to per-
form this happy and important fanction to-day, the Municinality has
demonstrated its liberal views and its appreciation of sacisl reform?
The honour yon have done me, I take it as an honour done to Indian
womanhood and as an expression of your belief in the cducation and
advancement of women and of their equality with men. 1 am very
grateful to you for thinking of me in this ecounexion and am deeply
gensible of the unique honour you have done me.

A Rrcorp oF SeLexpin Wonk,

Ladics and gentlemen, this is my first visit to vour great town
and T am happy I have such a good excuse for it and eome on sueh
an auspicious oceasion. 1 have heard a lot about your great city,
chiefly in veference {o her illustrious sons and the Drilliant alumni
of {he educational institutions here, among whom is the Right Hon.
Qrinivasa Sastri of whose great services the whole of Indin is jusily
proud. T feel it is a great hononr to be invited to such a fumous
town and by a municipality which is one of the oldest in the Province
and which has a record of splendid work done under the guidance
of a succcssion of Chairmen of great merit and ability whose place
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is now so worthily occupied by Mr. Thiruvengadathan Iyengar. I
feel that! it is also a rare privilege to declare open such an important
bnilding as this whose foundation stone was laid by our late Gov-
ernor, Viscount Gosghen, whose greaf services to our Province and
country will ever be remembered with gratitude and affection. T
trust that the citizens who shall have the privilege of conferring
~and working in the Hall will, like him, who laid its foundation stone,
hold duty and service s sacred obligations and endeavour to fulfil
them to the best of their ability. ®

, Let me again thank yvou, Mr. Chairman and members of the
Municipal Council, for your kindness to me. T have now great plea-
~.surg in declaring the Municipal Hall apen and in doing so I pray
S God to bless it and make il a harbiuger of increased enlightenment,
peace and prosperity to the eity. May the Almighty God gnide all
thosg who will meet and deliberate in this hall and help them to
successfnlly carry out their duties. -Mav only truth, hovesty and
gelflessness ever flourish in this building and permeate thvough i te
the town and country around.—** Madras Mail.”’

We offer our hearty cougratulations to the Baroda State on the

passing of the Divorce Bill. Tt is gratifying to note the lead that
the Indian States ave taking in the maiter of all Social Reforms.
We have always felt that it is moest necessory that the Divorce Law
should offer equal protection to the woran as well as {o the man
because whenever the cireumstances demand a woman onght to be
able to take shelter under the law and be able to free hegself from the
misarics of an unbappy marriage union.
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Courlship in Ancient India.

By C. V. VisvaANATHA SASTRIL

Most Hindus are shocked at the custom prevailing in Western
countries of marringe heing preceded by a period of eourtship, and
heing the resultant of a union of hearts. Many of us are heard to
say, we “marry and love’, they ‘“love and marry”’. My present
endeavour is to show that courtship as now prevailing in the West,
prevailed i Ancient India; and that the consent 0!‘7 parents was
sought for only after the couple had made up their minds.

The Vedie marriage was a natural and real one, without the
rigidity and artificiality of later Hindu forms. The carly Vedie
texts reveal a state of society where mutnal affection developed be-
tween the youth and the maiden. There are passages in the Rig Veda
which refer to the love-led maiden going to meet her lover, with as
strong a passion as a gambler has for his dice; of a kanya bending to
reeeive her lover’s embrace; and of a maiden wooing and attending
her lover. In the Atharva Veda there are mantrams to ensure the
fulfilment of the yvearnings of love-stricken vouths and maidens; and
parents are referred to as wishing that their marriageable girls may
find husbands aceording to their awish and choice and responsive to
their love. Regular domestic rites with charms and magic potions
caleulated to help in all the stages of the progress of love affairs in
gsome of which the guardians of the maidens took part, are referred
to. They all indicate that love-making between yonths and maidens
before marriage, was recognized in society.

Opportunities for these pre-marital loves were afforded at Vedic
festivals, the Mahavrata being one of them. The Samana was another
seasonal festival at the beginning of summer, at which the most pro-
minent feature was the wooings of lovers with a view {o marriage.

When it is borne 'in mind that the early marriage ritual pre-
supposes that the conple ave grown up sufficiently to be man and wife,
and to start a house of their own, and to be fit for immediate pro-
creation, there is every ground for presuming that courtship always
preceded marriage; and that marriage was not then the lottery it is
now.
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Vatsyavana, the author of Kama Sufra, a work reputed to be -

the oldest on the subjeet, lived between the first and sixth century
A.D. He devotes nn entire chapter to courtship, and gives various
ways and means wherchy the youth and the maiden should strive to
win each other’s hearts. It is surprising that many of his suggestions
are now prevalent in the West.  What can be mere emphatie than the
following passage:—‘Acharvas of old have wnanimously held
that no marriage shounld take place wnless the boy and the girl to ba
united, inow the physical, mental and moral qualities of each other
well, and love cach other purely for (he sake of these q_tmlifie‘s,.f”

Vatsyayana is generally sapposed to be 2 Tewd writer sdvoent-
ing Tree love, but a perosal of his work will show how unfeunded
this accusation is. e advocates very forveibly the peahosta state,
and states that the only proper wnion is that between busband and

wife. i

t

The question whether sex knowledge shonll be imparted to

g
the voung is now agitating the minds of western selwlars. Vatzyayana
appears to have held {he view that this was very neeessary; and
there can be no denbt that in ancient timoes one's »Incation was not
complete until he had vead the Sutras.  In his view a youth is fit for
real marviage only af 25; and according to Manu it is 24.

U. V. Visvanarina SssTre
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Villag: Reconsivuction.

(A4 Personci Experiencey by Ssnaart (h Bagroryriz

We often hear people saying that the service of the village is the
supreme need of the hour and deploring the lack of workers. [ de-
dicate the following experience fo the great men of my couniry. I
hope it will demonstrate that even thal section of the higher caste
women who are unfortunatcly widowed and are looked down upon
can be of service {o the cause of *“ Rural India.””

I was widowed carly in my Jife. Constant veading of the songs.
of Thaynmanavar aud the Sveemath Bhaxavath made me Lecl the
oneness of all living ereatures aud ercated tn me the spirit of trne
gervice o God and my country. Some {ime back a friend who is ‘?@7
voting bis life to the serviee of the country requested me to assist
him in his work amoug the poor people in gome remote. vdlages in
Trichinopoly Distriet. I was told that these 'v.iﬂng‘gls were iu an
abject state of misery, having none of the amenities of «fl\"}hscd life
and that the people were sunk in snpersiition and appalling ignorance
of God and His Dharma. I decided 1o live among these people and
ineuleate in themn the kuowledge of God and the ways of Bbagavatha
Dharma. I was aware of the scandal J would be inviling, a Bi“:‘ll}nﬁlln
widow, staying in a village among low classes of people cut off from

“all the Brahmin atmosphere. But T believed Gemly that the serviee

of God ig greafer than what people might think of me and so I slayed
in Javankondasholapuram, a village throe miles seuth of Z\I;a}‘mduuaj
purun}t. I give below the difficulties T encountered and how 1 over-
came them. These experiences gave me grout.:ioy and 1 hope they
may fire the enthusiasm of several vther women like me and lead them
to do similar work. ,

The village of Ja}':rx,ui,\ondashoiup\q'am has none of the i'zmilitifas
for bathing and living ‘,‘;hiciwx‘ we have in our bouscs and henee 1 did
experience considerable dif}w_ultles, Reddies  and Chetties formed
{he major population of the ﬂ*i]l:tg_;e. I got aecommodation in an up-
siairs honse in the cenire of the village. I had te wallk to a well halt
a mile away climb down into it and ]m:ae my hath, The way was
strewn with prickly-pears and'thorn:s.' from another well a furlong
off T had to bring drinking water. Milkmen W(?ul.d. core ouly once a
week, with great difficulties 1 lLiad to keep myzell going and move with
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these people. But T rejoiced, beeanse T felt that this was the proper -

discipline to approach God.

On the first day when I was engaged in ecoking my food a nuthber -

of villagers came to see me and thought me a huge joke. The dame

afternoon I tried to assemble some of the villagers but with no success.

In the evening I went to the temple and praying to God to give me
success [ began Bhajan and this brought around me a few of the women
of the village. They erowded around me and full of suspicion as to
who I might be began to ask questions. One wanted to know if it
was hbecause I was sent out of my caste I came to their village. Another
could not understund how when there were good comfortable Brahmin
agraharams I should go to their village courting all the difficulties.
T felt glad that T was able to attract some attention afier all. I said
to them ‘I feel you ave all my «isters. For me there is no difference
between Brabmins and non-Brahmins, I waut that vou also should
shave with me the joy of the knowledge of God and be happy.” I felt
that this appealed to some, but I wus wrong. For, the next moment
one of them got up ““What! This singing like a dancing girl!

Evidentiy, she has no work”” and so saying she left and all the others

departed with her.

Next morning T went to their houses and found them all gossip-
ing and enjoying their betals and tobaceco. ““Can you not spend this
time in acquiring some kuowledge of the serious things of life?’” I
appealed to them. They langhed and one of them said in scorn ‘*Oh!
yvou can afford to talk like this. Ilave we time to go from house to.
house like you? How can we read? Who will attend to our eattle
and pounding and ecooking?’’ I {clt that I should demonstrate to
them that even after doing all their work they could find time, for some
good work., They were doing their daily routine in a very slovenly way,
while carrying waier they used to linger on {he waysides gossiping
with the pots on their heads. I told them that they could avoid this
and save time. I told them {hat similarly it they joined together
they could do their pounding of grains much more quickly. I could
sce that these appeals of mine were slowly working ou their minds.
They soou began to act up to my suggestious. I also now and then
joined them in their work and a bond. of fellowship began to grow up
between us.

I was able after some fime to assecmble them at nights and tell
them stories. I also appealed to them to acquire clean bhabits and
avoid petty quarrels and develop o spirit of service and love towards
all. 1 was thus able to assemble them {wice daily between two and
three in the affernoon and eight and eleven at uight. Tt was a reve-
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lation to me te find them fnishing their work with promptitude to
attend my talks, while only a few days back they used to scorn me
and complain of lack of time. 1 told them of the wonders they could
do it only they would unite. As an instance 1 told them the ““Story of
the Dove.”” And how overjoved did I not feel to see these igno-
-ant sisters listening with rapturous attention to the stories I told
them of the great men and women of our country. I asked them why
they could not develop the devotion and purity of Mirabai, the courage
and invincibility of Kalindi, the constancy of Rukmuni, the divine
patience of Ahalya and the universal love of Prahlada. 1 piciured
to them the ideal women who will be servants of the Divine mother.
To become oue such, it was necessary that they should prepare them-
gelves. Were they prepared I asked them to put forth any effort?
Would it be possible for them to love all, keep their hodies clean, their
dresses well kept, their houses and surroundings attractive. Soon 1
found a group of them following me with great infevest. I pereceived
4 change in their living. ‘They began to take interest in singing,
bathing daily, and keeping themselves in their houses clean. They
also began to help the old and the poor. I made them save some money,
pool it together and lend the same to one amongst {hemselves who
was needy and deserved help. They also began to do some of their
work in common and thereby saved time and money.

There was one amongst them whose moral character was
doubted. She was looked down upon and treated as an outeast. I
felt that the general hostility and snspicion against her was responsi-
ble for her fallen condition. For, when I approached her in a spirit
of love she repented for her sins and changed her life. She is now
full of faith in God and will never again do anytbing sinful or low.

Now that I had gained the confidence of the mothers I was
able to get at the children. To them T told stories of Bhima incul-
cating good moral conduct and made them sing Sankirthans. I
tanght also Slokas from Srimad Bhagvath, and national seags. An
incident revealed to me how iy an atmosphere of love even children
with bad tenden®ies could be turned into excellent ones.

There was a small girl, who had, T was told thieving tenden-
cies. T had her always at my side tredting her with great affection.
One day I found that in my.absenee she had stolen some eatable. I
called her aside and asked her in a sorrowful tone ‘‘child! Did you
do this!’’ she began to cry. I consoled her saying ‘‘Do not weep.
It does not matter. I am not going to tell this to anybody. Do tell
me everything.”’ - Poor child, she cried the more and said “‘Ah mel
you will eall me thief and beat me.”” 1 begged her to tell me every-
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thing saying *Don’t think T will treat vou as others, Cerfide i me

akii

what you have done.”” She confuvssed to me everziling. T hegan
e bladidg. S . Stk Lo

to treat her with grealer kindness. Beeing {hal = ray f 3
eginblea whick made her steal them I Ai::::b}ui:m: lftm i“‘:}s )tond "Oi
has never been shown such kimhwq% ?{Pr‘{; 211;&"‘1‘ 1 "0 dame o
fas e I 28S ang ;T my guidanee she
:;.:}frn 3_3;a(fa$,asr F;m ;Eli u% and of esemplary conduct. This incident showed
e parents gar ¢ Ride) a71¢ o 1] i
i:,;l‘;f;?nu;::i ;hﬁﬂx.é:«. n are best brought ap in an atinosphere of
.,‘15"@0““ I found a great change in the village.  Children began
altending the sehool. Women began to bathe dbai]v El;ld ke(;p ﬂ}z:n‘-
selves clean, Ouoly a few davs previously when I went there; it‘ ;';aq
_not nsnal for them to bath even ouce in ten days. Knotting th’eir halr
and altending fo their personal z.lm)earalme.was unk-nm;n‘ té) them
but now they began {o feel an interest in themselves, | |

) T appeal to the several women of the country like me, who are
}mshng {heir time in their homes, to take to this kind of \vof}"{ There
is room for thousands. Why waste one’s life in fasts and pilcr.rini:wés
Here is the opportunity if one has the proper ;11'tunemont.bto ﬁ'l?(m;
love to those around. What greater way of attaining the Lordb Aczm
there be than this of serving our fellow-sisters who are sunk in igno-
rance and unclean habits? By heing confined within the lgmits zf a
house the senses become warped, the outlock narrow and you"bf:-
eome an empty nothing. : S

I ferveniiy pray and hope that these words of mine will serve
to enthuse my sisters of the higher castes to tuke up the service of
Rural India. I would gladly give them any information and help
that they want.
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Wemen the World Over.
Soura AFRICA.

At long last women in South Afriea have gol the vole by a
majority of 30 to 6. But only white women., 'We congratulate those
who are now emaneipated but hope they will use their powers to pre-
vent racial diseriminations and whife domination. Women’s pro-
hlems are the same whatever be the colour of the skin. We believe

“the Yudizn women in Kenya were entranchised ut the same fime as

the men in that colony.
YrREAT Bhiramw.

The King's Cup for the Air Race round CGroat Britain has
heen won by a Youug wWomkd, Aiss Winifred Brown: 72 men and
i women entered for the race. Tour of the women eame in within
the first ten,

Misg Foster Marjorie, won the King’s Prize for rifle shooting,
shooling in the Final rennd against ninety-nine men, admitted to be
the world’s hest shots.

We ave glad to sce that Misy Susan Lawrence, M.P.,, hag been
appointed as one of the British Delegates to the Assemhly ot the

. League, which meets|in September, and that Mrs. Hamillon is among

the Assistant Delegatcs.

The Newdigate Prize of Oxford for the best Poem has been
won also for the second yesr in guccession by a womauw, Miss Angela

Cave.
NEWFOUXDLAND.

We offer our congratulations to the women of Newfoundland
on the eleetion of the first weman AP, Lady Squires, wife of the
Prime Minister of Néwfoundland, has the advantage of bhelonging
o a Newfoundland family, and is therefore familiar with the nceds
of the country. Her clection should give an impetus to the feminist
movement in Great Britain’s oldest dominion. (Catholic Citizen.)
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Pavesmive.

For seven vears Mre, Ginsherg, the wife of the Registrar of
the Hebrew University at Jerusalem, hias heen fighting for the right
“to practise in the Palestine Courts. In 1922 a letter from the British
(Government urged that the question of admilting women to the
Palestine Bar must be “‘postponed.’”” and Mrs. Ginsherg, later,
through her counsel, sought an order compelling the Chief Justice
to allow her to sit for the examination for admittance o the Bar. Her
counsel pleaded strongly against ber disqualifieation, citing Kgypt
and Tuarkey as conniries where women are allowed to practise at the
Bar. On February 15th this vear, the Suprcme Court of Palestine,
consisting of three judges, two of whom were British and one Arab,
ruled that nothing in the Qttoman law, or in legislation sinee the
British oceupation, excludes women from this vight. Jrs. Ginsberg
has thns opened the way for women to practize in the Palestine
Courts, after the Lower Couorts hiad held that it wonld be contrary
to Meslem tradition to allow a woman lo appear in the Courts.

THE GOLDEN CHAIN.

T am a link in the Golden Chain of Love that stretches around
the world, and muost keap my link bright and strong.

So T will try to be kind and gentle to every living thing I meet
and to protect and help all who ave weaker than myself.

And I will try to think pure and heantifuli thoughts, to speak
-~ pure and heautiful words and to do pure and beautiful actions.

May every link in the Golden Chain become bright and sirong.

The vast sisterhood of women the world over is indeed a (tolden
C'hain to link the world in a bond of love wnd serviee.

May it counlinue to grow.

\L‘\
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Weinen's Indian Asseciation,

During the visit of the Hon. Organising Secrctary reeently fo
Nagercoil a new hranch was formed there which has been meeting
with Mre. Nagammal (mother of Mr. Ramasubramaniam) as Prest

dent and Mrs. Apanda Lakshmi and Mrs., Ponnammal as Co-Secre-
taries. [t haw passed a vesolution thanking H. H. the Maharam of
Travancore for ending the Devadasi svsiem, and another vequestiug

her to form a committee to review and reform the inheritance and:

marringe conditions of Tamil women in Ier State. Tt iz inlending
to condnet a class for gpinning.

Tn Tinnevelly a few of the members of the W. I. A. Branch mef
Mrs, Cousins on her return journdy from Nageveoil and presented
her with a framed address.

The Rajalmundry brauch of the Women’s Indian Association,
which has for years been conducting classes for girls and women and
aever failed to support the aims of the Asgociation, at very short
notice gathered a large meeting of women to welcome Mrz. Counsins
1o {heir own, Tt 1g six vears «ince she last vizited them and
they wrote a feeling address about their thanks fo her for her services,
ending, ““‘In the. present hig national struggle the women of India
have played no mean part and their lovaliy, patriotism, seif-sacrifice
and courage have won the admiration of {he world. We are glad o
see your efforts bearing such rich results, and we hope vou will live
to see.our country and onr women completely emancipated and a
new Dharma established in the land.” Tt was very inspiring (o see
over a hundred women at least all dressed in pure Khaddar. This
branch ig in sove need of a mecting hall of its own., Philanthronic
people of the district and town should follow Veerasalingar’s
example and present them with adequate quarters for their activilies
and aims,

In Cocanada Mrs. Cousius vigited ihe Vidyarthini Mahila
Vidyalava and was happy to receive from it a request that it might be
affiliated with the W. I A. Tt conduets a girls’ school with Sanskrit
teaching as a speelal feature.. It has o remarkably large and wells

503



STRI-DHARMA

nsed Telngu library for the use of the mombers of its ladies’ Club
and it owns a printing press and issues a small munthh magazine
“HMindu Sundari.” Mrs. Seshamma Garn is its President. She is
a member of the l\rIuni(-,ipal Couneil, and a devoted worker for women.

BoyMpay Brancurs.

‘With her usual energy Mrs, Hirabai Tata is om,amsmp, with the
help of the four W, I. A. Bombm; Branches, a mass pubhf' meeting
to collect funds for the sufferers in Sind from the Floods. She calls
on other Branches to collect sums also for the Sind Flood Relief
Fund. This year for the first time the Bombay Branch sent ils first
class students in batches for a week each to Andheri for a change
of aix. Tt was a very suecessful experiment and most commendable.

- Dapar Branch is in dire straits for want of good accommoda-
tion for its classes, Its seeretary and members refused a financial
grant which was offered only on the condition of their changing their
name and severing from the W. I. A. such lovalty to the parent
organisation is most praise-worthy., We appeal to some reader to
’holp them in their dificulty and write to Mrs. Katrack, [mm Mansions,

5 Vincent Cross Road, ‘Dadm

.BANGALORE.

Mrs. Raj Kumar, Sceretary of the Cantonment Branch of the
W. 1. A, organised a meeting of over 200 ladies to meet the members
of the Standing Committes~of the Women’s Conference and to cele-
‘brate the Bramch’s Anniversary. Mrs. Cousins presifled and was
presented with a happily worded address. A printed Report of the
Branch’s past work was read. Speeches were made by Mrs. Hamid
Ali, Rani Rajwade, Mrs. Swaminadhan, Mrs, Counsins and Mrs. Rama-
lingam. The event was a notable success. The Branch has since
opencd a Spinning Class and many members are attending.

Hrarquantrns, :

The Headquarters Commiftee had the happiness of voe]commg
Mrs. Hamid Ali to inspect the Montessori school and Headquarters.
She was the guest of Mrs. Swaminadhan during her visit to Madras.
She was chief speaker at a meeting of the Muslim Women’s Society
also at a tea-party given by the Women’s ,Conference Committee
members and others in the Headquarters Club Room.  Members were
very happy to make the inspiring acquaintance of such a free and
patriotic Mnhemmadan woman leader.

et —————epope——
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Women's Il;dian Association .
OBJECTS |

To present to wonmen their responsibilities as danghters of India. -

To secure for every girl and boy the right of Iiducation through
schemes of Compulsory Primary Lducation, including the teaching
-of religion. '

To secure the abolition of child-marriage and to raise the Age
of Consent for married girls to sixteen.

To secure for Women the vote for Municipal and Legxslatwe'
Councils on the same terms as it 15 or may be granted to men.

To secure for Women the right to be ¢lected as members on all
Municipal and Legislative Councils.

To help Women to realise that the future of '[ncha lies large[y'
in their hands: for as wives and mothers they hav: the task of training,
guiding and forming the character of the future rulers of India.

To band Women into groups for the purpose of self-develop-
ment and education, and for the definite scrvice of others:

MEMBERSHIP

Women who agree and will co-operate with the Objects and
Organization of the Association may become members. Groups of
women having the same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian
Association. Members are asked, but not obliged, to pay a subscrip-
tion of twelve annas a year to the Headquarters of the Association.

Local Branches are self-governing and make their own arrange-
ments. '

ORGANIZATION

The Asgociation, which has a central organization at the W. L A
Headquarters, Pantheon Gmdens, Bgmore, Madras, was started on
May 8, 1917, and has grown and increased steadily ever since. If now
has 72 Branche_s, 23 Centres and over 4,000 members.

: Branches are formed in every place where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit local conditions and report to
Headquarters. .

The political policy of the Asscciation is to work for Reforms
through the Legislative Councils.

The aims and ideals and work of the Association are on a religi-
ous but non-sectarian basis.
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Ir. Oswald J. Couldrey, M. 4. (Gxon),
P Reproduced with the Eind pernidssien of ihe owner

The Mughal eonguest of Indic was both potitical

and cultyral, The
Timrud hings brought with thens not only an invading army of soldiers but
alsy State adatinistrotors and  Courm artists. The Persian architects nnd
pointers who aecompanied them guve India the marble palaces and

which are the adwiration of the world today, pove the Itmu’usmnw music
which still charms the ke

which is o very wnigue in fhe world. Tis wniquencss Ld§ in Hs eclectic wature;
i is the harmonious blending of the best elements of Her Chinese, Persian and
Hindu arts of painting. Mughal puinting, at ils best, represents the fineness

75, and gave also the Sche f Mughal Painting,

af Chinese druwing, the dc?zmny of Persinn calc]ztrmyy anid the richaess awid
variely of Hindu gewius. The indigenc vt of the Rajput School of FPaint-
ing considerably influenced the imported Persian ari af the Mughnis, and

during the weigns of Jehangir and Ak ar, this art was at ils Mighest, and some
of the best paiuiers in the couris of these two empernrs were both Persluns
and Ilindus. dfter the declive of (hé Mughal Empire, the artists migrafed

Aa various parts of India, and sonie of them found employment in the southern

Muhammadan Eingdoms and corried on the tradition of their art, Z b ograodu-
ully declined and decayed, (hough here ond there some good ariis § purintid
delightful wmintature portrails of kings and qawm& Theane reproduced here
is ¢ good cxample of that cluss of quhw putating, and i rotains some of the

txeollent qualities of that art.

wve g nobleman stone diressed in the r Shah Jehan styly éf .
ward i hiz Dohand, A pom atfendant s holiling «
ipg. The dr fthe lady is alsa  che lalor stule of Mughal
of red trouse digphangus sec  hrown over her showlders
earls round h eck, She iy oo ntly a Hiniw maid. The
wmatic ond e kground is & and chaste. The figures
in relief and rorative bard  th twe red bands encloses



Neotes apd Comyments.

The Fourteenth Volume.

- November 1st sces the beginning of the fourteenth volume of
Stri Dharma. By chance a survey of the Press Cuttings Book of the
Women’s Indian Association brought to light the tollomng: Morning
Post, Delhi, Jan. 20, 1918—~

‘¢ . mew-ecommers in the ranks of Indian journalism bas made its appear-
ance in Madras under the title of Sire Dharma. 1t is the official organ of the
Women’s Indian Association under the editorship of Mrs, D. Jinarajadasa and
hias for its objeet the uplifting of the women of India. The paper is in
Inglish and & fow vermaculars. We eopgratclate the Association on  this
suecess and wish them all suecess in the moble cause which they have under-
taken to accomplish.”’

New India of the same date w I‘lt es: ““We wish heartily our eonteraporary
a long and useful life.” ,

These good wishes have bornme fruit. The journal is ‘ull
vitality and sclf-reliance. Of course it has changed a little. Nothing
in these days in India can remain as it was and the present bhrings out
more prominently the support of the vast majority of the readers
and members of the Association for the Swadeshi and Swaraj move-
ments in addition to its previous ideals. These were implicit
and patent in the work of the Association and journal from the begin-
ning, but the circumstances of the past eight months have thrown them
into special prominence, for woman ¢ mnot remain stagnant while all
around her flows forward towards the nation’s greater freedom. The
Fditors of the Indian Soctel Reformer and the Servant of Yadia have
during the past months written to the Editor of their apprecmﬂon
of the tone and contents of this magazine. Copies go to sabscribers in
thirty countries throughout the World ag far removed as Iormosa,
Japan, Sydney in Australia, Havana in Cuba Island; California and
Germany. Efforts will be made to improve this year’s Volume, 2
beginning bemg made with a Coloured I‘ronhspu-cn for the first time.
ln.ch ruader is asked to secure at leaqt one new subscriber.

A Strange Anemaly. ' .
A strauge state of mfumhty oh the part t of govermnent and
educationul authorities iz disclosing itsell in & large philanthropie

1
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in&ﬁtutiou for children under ten in Madras City. The Home was
orlg’in:@}ly started as a Home for Hindv ehildren who were orphans
or wails and strays, or children whose single living parent eould not
mamtai the ehild. In reeent years, however, the Home has admitted
delinguent children alsn and has been recoguised as a Certified School.
The result has been that all the children have now come under the
specially stringent restriclions of delinquent children. They all also
arc sent to reformatory schools when at the age of ten they leave
this partigalar Home. Another strange anomaly has diselosed it-
gelf. The Court anthorilies give Bs. 10 per head per month as Grant
for the children who lave come through the Courts for 1)1'.‘3a]:i},x;cr-th(3
law, bub the perfeetly moral children reeeive only‘ Rs. 3 per ﬁead!
’F.hns NI pays a peor-widow with a few children fo induce them to
pillertor fight or annoy passers-by, rathér than to Dring them up
respectably !l The wofhen on the Committees of this Home are aag'ita{.'-
ing for the sarhe Grant per capita being given to the non—delinauenf,
but unfertunate child, as to the litile lar or thiel or worse. They ave
also protesting against the reformatory status that is being thrust
upon every child in the Home heesuse of the admixture ofdthe two
types of childron. The men on the Committee had not noticed that
~any defriment wonld come to the children by mixing the two types,
bt mothere seu detalfs and feel chonges of almosnbore around
¢hildren in a way that men rarely do. The result of the ‘women’s pro-
tests will be watched with interest aud the vital matters involved should
be noted by women in conneection with similar philanthropie institu-
tions throughout India.

Boy Political Prisoners in Borstal Schools.

o Most serious allegations of {ervorism aud cruelty have been
comng to pareuts from their sons who have been sent to the Borstal
Schools on sentences of two or three years fov their participation in
salt satyagraha or picketting or holding meetings or processions in
defiance of Section 144. Without entering into the ethics of their
actions there ean be no two opinions with regard to the reported inflic-
tion of eruclty ard persecution on these boys in an institution which is
supposed to improve the character by kindness and moral training
rather than harden it by overwork and tyranny. Naturally these new

boys do not fit into the old ruts of the institutions. They are already -

educated, they have ideals and high spirit and usually are not of the
labouring classes so that seven hours’ work daily with crowkars and
pick-axes punctuated by beatings and vituperation in coarse language
from the warders and scoffings from the ordinary delinquent hoys

2 o !

NOTES AND COMMENTS

of the place are breaking the hedy and the hearts of these boys. They
hawve only to apologise for their political action and give a written
undertaking that they will refrain from further political activities
and they are releascd at once. The temptation to swear falso fo
their principles (whether we agree with these or not) must be a daily
struggle for these voung fellows. One can understand that the
Borstal people want to get rid of a type of inmate that is of a
different genre entively from their nsual wards, but treatment which
aims at breaking their spirit and lowering the health must be stopped.
Tt would seem much better to keep these boys with the political
prisoners in orvdinary jails. They need entirely different {reatment
from the delinquent type of hoy, and it eertainly ought not to be of an
accentuated harshness amounting to definite cruelty and ill-treatment.

Wamen's Inberitance Rigbts.
The condition of Indian States reminds one of the little girl
of whom Kingsley wrote:— :

¢ When she was good, she was very, very good,
And when she was. bold she was horrid.”

Those Indian States which have progressive rulers are far in
advance of British India in their method of solving: modern problems.
Mysore State is specially notable for its reforms. It was the first
to prohibit the Devadasi system, fivst to define a legal age for marriage,
first to have compulsory elementary education including girls, and
now it has done outstanding service to ITudian womanhood hy the
recommendations and proposed Bill that its Special Comipittec has
puhlished on ““W omen’s Rights under the Hindu Law’’. All India
will welcome the humane, modern, common-sense conclusions concern-
ing Inheritance, Adoption and Maintenance arvived ai by the nine
men and one woman who constituted the Commitice. The Bill they
have drafted is suve to become law and serve as the model on which
the status of women thronghout India will be changed and improved.
Similarly, on another side of women’s life, that of marriage, the
State of Baroda has passed legislation giving women the same right
of divorce as men, the legalising of divorce being an entire inrrovation
for Hindus. Thns this State is trying out an experiment of the
deepest importance in sex relationships on an cqual moral standard.

Inter~Asian Influences. .
When Mrs. Jinarajadasa and Miss Barrie visited Basrah (Iraq-
Mesopotamia) on their overland journey from Madras to Vienua,
3
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they j.‘qund no women ’s associations in that eity, but they address

a meeting at which a few women came with their menfolk. This L

stimulated the women to activity and at a performance of “‘Le Cid-
given by the Israelite Old School Boys’ Union recently the east was
formed by the Israelite School Girls and some bovs. This is the first
productmn in Basrah in which members of both sexes acted togother.
Mr. and Mrs. Ani, who were responsible for Mrs. Jinarajadasa’s meet-
ing, were re‘;ponsﬂ)le also for the produetion of the play. Mrs, Ani

opened the performance with an execllent speech showing the services .

rendered by womanhood to the human race. The playv created quite a
sensation of a historical kind in the citv and was attended by the Gover-
nor, the Minister of Education, the Police Commissioner, Englishmen
holding high offices in the G(»verumerf and other officials and political
leaders. This may be considered a dirveet result of the All-Asian

influences . which are now at work most notably and ecnconrag-

ingly.. We congratulate Mrs. Ani and her women co-workets,
and vhope they may now feel ready to come to Lahore for the
All-Asiau Women’s Conference!

Encourasemednt for Sarda Bill Werlers.

A father recently came to Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi in Madras
and asked her to stop the marriage of his 11-year old daughter which
was being arranged by his wife who was living separately from him
with her brof.her. The Doctor and Mrs. Cousins went straightway
to the wife and read the Sardu Act so as to prevent the marriage; which
was to take place in three days. Already some of the ceremonics
had been begun though none of them lad seen the proposed hride-
groom, a man of nearly 40, who ivas to come the next day from Cudda-
lore. Despite all their arguments the mother and brother and ncigh-

bours persisted that the Act was “‘closed’” and that they would go.

on with the marriage as money had already been spent on it. ~ The
next siep to bring heavier authorities of the law to warn them of conse-
quences. Then it was fmmd how little aid the Aect gives for preven-
tive action. It was. only through the persoual sympathy of a
commanding ofticer in the departmeut of the law that a police official
was authorised to call on the parties and give advice to them. The
result has been that the marriage has been postponed till after the girl
hecomes 14. If only the office-bearers of reform socicties will secure
details of marriages in eourse of arrangement and go at once and set
things in motion the Act can Le made useful and if these warnings
are unheeded then the parties can be prosccuted later with all chances
of success and such cases must be followed up so that they may be-
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come a deterrsnt to others, Tt is dnrm;g that process that f"xn Head-
gnarters of the Women’s Tndian »xﬁxem ition is prepared to advance
to.such public workers the required Rs. 100 for deposi it V,lth the
Magistrate if it is demanded. Vigilance and courage and energy are
the first things necessary. What ha« been done in one case can be
done generally.

Tbc Madras Muslim Ladies Asseciation.

The third annual report of this Association is cheerful read-
ing. Tn Madras city the Muslim Jadies come out in large numbers to
their monthly meetings, to the Women’s Constituent Conference, and
to their own annual meeting. They are wide awake to things going
on. and when H. . H. the Nizam of Hyfderabad visited Madras thev
presented him with addresses in Urdu apd Persian written hy their
own members. He has generously since donated to their Association
Rs. 1,000 and a monthly grant of Rs. 50. The Association eives
scholarships to eleven Muslim girls; it secured {he extension of cox
puhc»rv elementary eduecation io the Muslim girlg of the city; it is
pressing for a Muhammadan second high school in a congesfed part
of the city; it retained free conveyance for ils secondary and training
schoo! pupils which the Government had intended to discontinue; lt
continues to agitate for a Purdah Park; it gave a speeial wolcome
meeting to Mrs. Hamid Ali. Its-energetic workers are Mrs. Mizrud-
din, Mrs. Ramath Unissa Begam, \Irs Zinda, and Dr. Muthulakshmi
Reddi is-a devoted member of the Committee.

Rescue Homes.

The Social Service Quarierly for July contains records of
splendld work done for distressed and delinquent women and children
in Bombay City. Hspecially instructive are the figures quoted for
the Hindu Women’s Rescue Home. Ninety-nine women were admit-
ted during the year and part of the year there were 47 inmates which
was more than the Home had been planned to accommodate. This
shows how necessary it is that many such Homes should be established.

We give our full support to the Appeal that has heen issued by the
Madras Vlollance Society for Donations to copstruet a Rescue Home
in Madras. During the past year the Madras Immoral Traffic Act
was passed which enables the legal authorities to remove minor girls
who have bheen forced or amovpd into brothels. 1t is absolutely
necessary that a Home should be provided immediately to receive these
girls, and others vietims of this eorymercislised traffic in human lust.

Oue iakh of rupees is needed for the building and Re. 10,000 annnally

5



STRI-DFARMA

must be raised for recurring expenses. The Government will cer-

tainly give a fair proportien of these sums but we join in the appeal ‘
to the general public to subseribe liberadly to this philanthropie work.
The appeal is. signed by the Lord Blbhop of Madras and Sir P,
Sivaswamy Iyer to whom donations may be sent.

Dasara and Decpavall,

These recent festivalg this yvear have been an occasion for much
educational propaganda throughout the country on hehalf of the support’
of Tndian manufactures. People have been learning especially to buy,
Indian eloth in preference to foreign-made cloth so ns to preserve the
cconomie prosperity of their own country as was done for thousands of
vears in India. In fact, the first vard of English-made cloth for sale’
eame into India only 102 years ago! Now Japan, Germany, Fngland
are taking 63 crores of rupeces anuunally out of India through the
money they are receiving for cloth alone. 't'his is an unnatural and.
“un-natienal drain which must be stopped. A page of a New Zealand
paper is at hand which is headed ‘“New Zealand Home Industries,
Week” and it advertises the necessity of supporting every type ol
its own manufacture in preference to Ttn(rh h or any other country’s:
goods. The ¢““Week’ is under the direet patronage of the Goveruor,
of the Douminion, its Ministers of Developments and Finance, etc., all
~of whose portrfms adorn the page. The parallel in Indin would be
with JI. B. Tord Irwin in the miidie of ile page of the Indian nnwmi
paper, and Sir B. N. Mittra, Sir H. Schuster, Sir I°. Sassoon, Mr. Seth
Ambalal supporting Swadeshi Week. India wants the Dominion rights’
and financial independence possessed by New Zealand, S. Africa ‘and
Canada. There is no commonsense reason in the world why India should
not have what she wants. Peoplo of all shades of action are pressing
towards this accomplishment, each in the way that seems right to his
or her conscicnce. There can he no bitterness hetween such workerg!
for the one ideal. And the principle of non-violence disciplines the
Indian nature {rom the centre to the circumference. \

Reversals by Higher Courts of Scnteuccs in Lower Courts,

The sixty-year old Bombay Muslim lady who was convicted and
sentenced under the Ficketing Ordinance to four months’ rigorous
imprisonment by a Kurla maa,mh.]to has been set at liberty by the
Bombay High Court. The observations of Mr. Justice Madgaokar '
are worthy of note: *‘Dissuading a customer cannot be said to bo’

with a view to causing loss to a shopkeeper although persistent dis- ’,

suasion might have that effeet,”” « md the learned Judge. Tt will be .
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remembered that the Sessions Judge, Thana, in referring this case
to the High Court drew a distinction between genuine soeial work and
offensive picketing. :

, Mrs. Ambalal S(uabhcu, ‘w.‘fe oi t‘m; Abhmedabad merchant
-prinee, was convieted and imprisoned hecause she was one of a non-
official committee which enquired into allegations of police terrorism

. in Rapnpur. This Committee and two othus which took its place were

consecutively declared ‘‘illegal assemblids’ -under one of the many
Ordinances by which the authorities now dominate their ¢wn legal
machinery. But the peeple took these cases to (ue higher conrts and.
the judges there have quashed the convictions and set the prisoners
frec. Ordinances themselvés are constantly subversive of true law and
order. They cannot last loug and are harbingurs of better law and
true peace near at hand. ' '

1

Courage.

By ““Saraswat1”’

It is legitimate to have noble aspirations and intense desire fo
follow the righteous path; but there are obstacles in the way.

First we have to decide which is the right way. Some pcople
may wonder. at this. Our Sastras are full of codos for us to follow.
We have only to obey their rules to be in the vight. That scems
siraple. .

Alag, like our Government laws, the Sastras leave a great
deal unsaid. Every ecase seems to have two sides and a lot of argn-
ment for each. Tt is no casy matter to decide which is right.

When the mother-in-law forbids the wearing of white blouses
and the husband wanis the wife to wear only omes, it is ditficult for
a danghter-in-law to decide which is the right way for her to follow.

No Sastra is clear on this point, I rather suspecet that the
sth::: themselves were puzzled and left L undeeided.

Supposing the girl is conviuced it is more her duby Lo please
her hushand then her m()ﬂler in-law, (after all it is very old-frshioued
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to wear onl

t y dark colored blouses—that fact mi

in favour of the husband) stiﬁ Sit :gtgftfdt(’ltemlgltllt e b e b0 docide

I fave A anc § tremendous courage t ;

according to her convi T ( 2 et 5t
¢ ctions. To wear a whitc

according to ‘ s. ! ¢ white blouse and flaunt j

t tfne her .mother-m-law when that lady is strongly anta 'C‘t}t

owards white blouses is no mean feat. s : somete

“What do t} :

. hese senseless mode irle Ir . .
is to imitate the fashion of ?1%;,?1] ez‘ill{ls k(lllowg Their enly wish
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be her mother-in-law’s greeting when she docs U will
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feels hot and cold, as : , and she
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degenerate dancing girl. d guilty of being a

b eon lyt_vdogs ;101: need m'ufrrh persuasion for an intelligent woman to
> convinced that patronising Swadeshi is her duty In t sorac.
thing is wrone with her intoll y. 1n fact, some-
ing g with her intelligence if she is not proud to Ige
to 1o oty Hecabs uelig she is proud to be pledged
fo e oul j\ adeshil.  But, when she ig forced to accept foreign
mad gifts from people whom she loves, respects or fears to off’; g‘i
1t wants real courage to refuse the gifts o e
& ~e
T T et . - . i »

; ?gio‘tt}mdtely, we have not vet got rid of our barbaric custom

of receiving dresses as gifts. 1t is bad . .

§ gifts. 1t is bad enough to spend lots of ti
and thought on what to i e ;e

choose for our dress “digsati

d {1 ss and then be dissatisfi

with it when we see a more fashi s o e
ore fashionable one. T! ;
th At i 1 . Then we can have
nobody L.lbedt(zl blame but ourselves. To have a hidcous saree thrust
:;ponus ;m 1'en axpect us to be grateful for it and wear it till it
1 :ué§, ou {ilur‘ very soul with its ugliness is monstrous. We are also
N . oy a - 3y o M =

andicapped in choosing Swadeshi dresses and bave foreign goods
thrust oo us. ' e B0

' It wanls rgal courage to refuse to accept unwelcome presents
which are revolting to our principles, When we gain that ("ouhraf;e
the courage to :.mt according to our convictions, one need J"IOt t-&:lk,*
ahout the necessity for our uplitt. 1% will be an ;ceomplff;hed faotc .

The Unnatural Custom of Separating the
Sexes in our Seocial Life.

By T. B. JEDDY. L

¢The Sunshine of feminine charam is essential for the powers of
man to fully blossom.”” This is a fine saying; very fine and very
true. TFor if I, who am writing this serip, transport myself in imagi-
nation to the age of King Arthur and his Round-Table, what do I
Lehold? I see before me a glorious vision of strikingly handsome
and powerfully built knights contending with cach other in the
grand Arena. There the fascinating picture of youthful maidens,
majestic in the prime of their beauty, flashes forth before my ravished
gaze! The very presence of women has thoronghly roused the powers
Tuherent in the heroes. In their midst every knight will equal the
mighty Hereules himself. He will fight on—fight on, fo the last!

“[{ow sweet are looks that Jadies bend,
On whom their favours fall;
For them I battle 1o the end”

Suppose the scene is devoid of the presence of ladies. The
heroes, are they not chilled? The founts of all gallantry frozen? The
knights may well ask, like the actors in an empty theatre, ¢“Where’s the
incentive for us to act?’’ That whith is true of men, is true of women
as well. The latter cannot manifest any remarkable amount of action
or feeling in the absence of men. They must feel their lot guite-
intolerable indeed! '

These secret springs of inward unhappiness in the two sexes
were discerned by the Ancient Greeks and the Modern Kuropeans.
They remodelled society by abolishing this unnatural relic of a bar-
paric age. They determined henceforth men and women should act
side by side and shoulder to'shoulder in all phases of life. The results
were salutary and for exceeded the most sangunine expectations of the
authors. Even the ancient Hindus did not lag bebind in the far-off
times. Indian History teems with the examples of several 1llnstrious
women a<ting in concert with men. Among the Laxmi Devi, the
creat Lawgiver and Commentator of Mithakshara Law, the Law now
administered by the British Courts in India, stands as the foremost
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representative of that age. That was the time in which women out-
shone men in literary, philosophy and religious discourse as well.

Later, a new ecvil gradually crept into the Indian society.
Women ccased to be men’s equal in almost all “walks of life. Hence-
forward, she should only minister to the gross carnal needs of man!
This day marks the decline of a vigorous Indian society. Hitherto
man was aided by woman in all spheres of life; consequently his own
burden was less. Now he walks alone, crippled, broken, both in flesh
and spirit. '

Iivery educated person in India to-day feels keenly this anomaly
in social life. It insults his or her sense. A tyrant custom tells man:
“Thou shalt not speak or even sec¢ a woman, who is neither thy mother,
sister, or wife.”” Tt follows, does it not, that the Indian male is a
depraved wreteh; that he lacks seli-control, decency and good morals.
If the answer is that the Indian is not devoid of the higher impulses
cormnmon to all mankind, then where is the necessity for such exclusion?

Similarly this same custom says to the women: “Ye shall not
move in the society of those that are not vour fathers, brothers, or
hushands.””  This implies, does it not, that the Indian woman is equally
an abandoned creature who will readily keep pace with man in his
depravity. Yet we have known that women eof all ages and times
have hecn celebrated for their strengih of character, fortitude and
constaney. Savithri, Damayanthi, ete,, are personifications of those
common atiributes of the fair sex.

Pessibly, there are black sheep iu both the sexes—a disgrace to
society. But that is no veuson why we should peunalise the whole
society. We know, as a matter of fact, that our Courts {ry and
imprison several eriminals in a single day. But on that account no
Court dave tell us:

“Look here, There arisc at present among you, and will arise in future, a number
of criminals. But we do not know which of you shall be these criminals. Therefore,
we move the Legitlature to ordain, as a safeguard, that the whole Indian nation shall
be conmitted to prison.”’ S

We would condemn such an ordinance as tyrannieal, and barbar-
ous! Yet we tolerate an equally abhsurd custom! A custom which
punishes the whole society becausc a few wretches of both sexces exist,
or may come into being! :

Now-a-days signs are not wanting to show that young India is
strugeling to drift away from the fatal moorings of a senseless
custom. Woman is irresistibly dragged along, much against the will
of orthodoxy, to take a share in the dust and heat of the arena where
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Women’s Rights in Mysere.

Reform of Inheritance Laws.

The Committee appointed last year bv the Mysore Durbar to

consider and, .report on the question of Temslatmn to amend the Tindn
Law regarding the rights of women has submitted its Report.
The Iprge book iz faseinating reading and should be in every
one’s/hands. '

: 'I‘he wise and learned Chairman was Dewan Bahadur K.
~‘Chandraselhara Alyar, ex-Chief Justice of Mysore State. His wife,

swomen in Mysore,.and women re ading this Report will see in it the
foundation of a monument to her memory and inspiration analogons
to the Taj Mahal, but of which the materials will be the blessings of
the women of the future whose lives will be hencfited by the raising
of the whole status of women through this proposed Bill.

The reading of term “Women’s Rights’’ has been limited by

. this Committee to Rights portaining to questions connected with
 money and property only. It does not tonch “Eoual Rwhtq’? a8 such, nor
, the gnardianship of children, nationali ty rights, women’s rights in sex
re]atmm,hlp such as po}voamv or dworoe, (‘ql]d] religious rz'fhtq and
imany other similar qustions. This will come about undoubtedly
later for all these matters require equal consideration by cqua!fy

syrapathetic, careful and industrious investigators, and eventually

nothing short of an Eqml Rights Law will satisfy the growing
conseiousness of justice in the world such as the women of
Ameriea are seeking. If a woman if fit to inherit property why
should not any eldest of a family inherit, and sex have nothing to do
with it? Kven this reforming Bill proposes only that after males to
the third degree have had preferential rights of inheritance shall
women become eligible.  Logically this is still injustice, and so we ask
that this point be further amended while the Bill is under way in the
Mysore Council. When women have truly equal cconcunic righis they
will be able to secure for themselves equal educational faecilities and
equal powers of earning their own livelihoods and thns free the poor
man whao by this Bill and by the present Hindu social fabrie has a
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garland of females hung round his neck hke rmll stonoq becaunse he is
bound to maintain them. '

The recommendations of the Committee have been embodied in
the form of a Bill which will be called the Women’s Hindu Law Rights
Regulation, extending to the whole of Mysore. The Bill lays down
among other things that no woman shall be excluded from inheritance
by reason of her sex and that no female relative of a Hindu dying
intestate will be incompetent to inherit property merely becanse of the
absence of an enabling text of law in this behalf. ‘

The Bill also lavs down the order of iiceession, the male issue
to the third generation being placed first, widow second, and daughters
third, followed by daughter’s sons, sons’ dunghter, ete.

Self-acquisitions will be deemed to be separate property and

certain females will be entitled to shares at partition. In the absence.

of an express prohibition by the husband his widow or the seniormost
of his widows-shall have his authority to make an adoption and such
adoption made by her shall not divest her of her estate in any Stridhana
property. Successors to the sridhana property of a Hindu fernale shall
in the first instance b2 her children, and then grandehildren in the
following order: Danghters, irrespective of their status, daughters and
sons of danghters and sons and the issues of sons. -

The Bill further lavs'down that a Hindn male shall be personally

bound to maintain his mother, step-mother, wife, nnmarried danghter
and sister, widow of his prédeau xd sons, and widowed-daughter
or sister. .

It is only when one 1'emombe rs that Hindn women can claim
right of inheritance, where there is no.will, only after the 40l male
relative has still been unfound, that one can evaluate truly the great
advancement the proposed Bill recommends,



The Kbhaddar Movement.

Through the Fconomic Lens,
By Proressor BATARRISHNA.

Justify the Khaddar Movement on economic grounds ? Tt
sounds presumptuous.: Dazzled by the glamour of the gigantic fae-
tory, one naturally doubts whether there can be any ¢ Feonomies ’ in
plying the eruda hand-loom and the petty spinning whecl—so simple,
so artless! Yet T have tried to justify the apparently unjustifiable,
to defend the seemingly indefensible, to show that there is ‘Eeono-
mies’ in the punv wheel and the rude loom. T will endeavonr to
show that the advoecates of the wheel are not altogether “deluded”
and “insane” as they arc often depieted to be, that there is “sense”
in what they say. e ‘ '

To begin with let me draw atiention to the wrong perspective,
the mistaken notion of Economies. That method which brings vou
the greatest money profit is regarded as ‘‘economieally sound’’. That
method which enables vou to get the maximum amonnt of benefit
with the minimnm expenditure of effort is considered to be justified
on economic grounds. That is right and no body can deny it so far
ag it concerns the individual. But when it comes to nations we have
to admit that “Nations mnst have an ecconomy that enables them to
live””. Tt is ecofiomically sound for a factory manager fo get the
‘maximum of profit for the minimum amount of lahour. But it is not
sound economics that while one group should utilize its energies to
the utmost, another and much larger group should rest in idleness.
Most emphatically it is not sound economics for any nation that a
very small group shounld be making the best use of its labour at the
cost of the labour of a much larger group.

The truth of “he above statement will not be clear unless we
realize what a staggering hurden the chronic nnemployment prevalent
among the agricultural population of Tndia imposes upon the people.
I give here a few quotations to show the extent of unemployment
in India, nnemployment which has been éaused by the destruction,
of her primary indigenous industries, whether hand-spinning and

. ot
hand-weaving. \
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A Rengal Government Annual Report savs:=—¢<The average
size of the holding in Assam and Bengal, and especially Hastern
Bengal, is 50 small that the cultivation of it iz hardiv pvor too muck
for the owner himself to accomplish.”” V

A s e one PV e Teoe .

;\II.} TJ(!.H!}’)M)H, Cenzug Officer for Dengul, says:—“The culti-

vator works faivly hard for a few days when e ploughe his land and
1

;vta down s crops and again when lie harvests these, bul for mest
of the vear Tie has little or nothing fo do.’?

loped aafivnd T . . 1 ;
Mr, Calveri estimates that ““The work done by the averaws
i £
Y

cultivator in the unjab does nof represent morve than ahout 150 ;3;;
full labour n the 12 months?’

My, Tallents, Census Officer, Bihar acd Ovissa, eavs:—There
are periods in the enltivator’s vear when ail the members of his
family are busy in the ficlds but there are alse periods when this is
not the ease and the family are idle. At this time there jg much
labour running to waste and ample scope for some zort of secondary
occupation.”™ ‘ ‘

Mr. Edye, Census Officer, U.P., observes:—. . ... “Acoriculture
of this kind involves very~hard worl for certain portions of he year
%)ut zflmost complete inaclivity for the rest.....In precm"io:ﬁs t;‘acts’
inactivity may be unavoidable for a whole scuson and even for a
whole year......The periods of inactivity are....spent in idleness.”’
Thus I may go on adding quotation to quotation, Unemplovment is
a stern fact, a hard reality, which must be grappled with in a states-
manlike way, if the nation is to live. ) ) -

Labour is- the most perishable of all conunoditi(.\.s Every
moment wasted is a dead loss to the nation. . “’Unemplovn.m‘nt is the
mos.t single source of waste.””  We often hear talk of ltho;u'-savixw
devices. Their advocates forget that what India wants to-(iq' i:
not to save labour, but 10 employ labour. The labonr Wﬂstéd ’f'or‘\&)'ant
of employment is far larger than any amonnt that may be ;wel by
machinery. R

‘m - ~y P >3 E T2 Y ' ‘
There are approximately 107,000,000 “actial workers wholly
engaged in pasture and agriculture.’” They are idle at least for 3

) o ot Thic sa meryion: P el
months of the year. This is cquivalent to 27 million people unemployed

year in and ycar out which is greater than the population of many
HBuropean countries taken separatcly, -”

. The causes of unemployment are many and varied —~land mono-
poly or defective land {enure, fragmentation of .]sindo{v;quhi})
capitalism, commercialism, our popunlation (defegﬁ've moldlc:tar ’
systems), trade changes uncqunal distribation of income, c]imate; et({
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. It is to relieve this staggering burden of unemployment among
the agricultural population that the spinning wheel is brought forward.
It is to stop this great annual dead loss to the nation that the spin-
ning wheel is advocated. It is offvred only to thoge who would other-
" wise waste their time in idleness. - It does not aim at withdrawing o
sipple able-bodied person who can olherwise be more remuneratively.
- employed. Many a critie has objected that hand-spinning affords only
a miserable pittance. It is, therefore, held to be an ‘‘cconomically
unsound proposition”. It is forgoiten that it was ncver brought
forward as a whole-time job. It is only proposed as-a part-time occu-
pation for those who would otherwise be idle. Again any one who
knows the ‘chill penury’ of the masses, who has seen face to face the
gnawing poverty of the agricultural millions, cannot for a moment
doubt that a small addition of even an anna a day (Rs. 24 per annum)
is a not inconsiderable addition. It may be questioned whether Rs. 24
is not a substantial addition to Rs. 60, which is a very liberal estimate
of the average Indian income.

* Further, India, it is contended, is predominantly an agrieultural
country (90 per cent. of her population being directly or indirectly
dependent upon agriculinre) and agriculture must continue to be the
principal occupation for a long time {o time. The re-habilitation of
her normal village life, of a healthy balance between industry and
farming, is imperative if we are to build up a sound social economy.
Many schemes of reform and improvement have been proposed. Agri-
culture, it is said, must be improved. Co-operation for eredit and other
purposes, amalgamation and redistribution of fragmented areas,
cattle breeding, irrigation works, agricultural cducation arc some of
the remedics suggested. Yes, we admit agriculture must be improved,
but it is a painfully hard process. It does deserve our careful atten-
tion, but even when fully developed it cannot give employment
throughout the year. And without wishing to detract from efforts
in this direction, the Charkha movement possesses some advantages
which make it the only immediate, practicable, permanent solution of
that problem of problems, wiz., the enforced idleness for nearly six
months in the year of an overwhelming majority of India’s popula-
tion, owing to a lack of any suitable supplementary occupation and
the chronic starvation of the masses resulting therefrom. The human
engines, in the form of the immense amount of surplus labour, are
present. As for the ‘machine’ it is reliably estimated that § million
of charkhas are lying idle. Cotton is almost universally grown in
India. The occupalion is indigenous' to the genius of the people.

Rapid industrialization of the country is auother remedy pro-
posed for unemployment. It is true that India': teeming millions,

‘1 f —

™
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THE KHADDAR MOVEMENT
hor vast natural and mineral resonrces, her geographieal conditions,

her water-falis, her conl, her iron and her oil, all these and many
other factors give her a background for efficient and vational indus-

- trialization, the like of which ecan hardly be duplicated anywhere in

the world. But the fact is equally true and rmust not he lost sight
of that to carry this scheme through is a slow business, would take
vast amonnts of capital, with accompanying foreign control and huge

draing of interest. This will result in the creation of strong vested
fnterests which will naturally try to smonopolize industries of na-

tional importance and hinder the development, political aud _ecm;omic,
of the country except in so far as it aids them in the cxploitation of
Ler mineral and natural resources. These factors, try as we might to
minimise their importance, have to be reckoned with. The econ.omist
if he would be a, practical statesman, and not an absolute theorist or
a mere doctrinnaire has to take this into account and base his conclu-
sion on a just valuation of the various factors. We admit that India
should be industrialized in the long run and careful attention must
be paid to the industries even now. Who can say that India should
go on imporfing sugar from Java, Mauritius and Cuba and not pro-
duce it here? Who can say that India should go on exporting crores
worth of raw oil seed year after year and lose the wages and profits

of manufacinre? Who can say that we should not make paper, che-

micals, match boxes, when we want them and haye_ awple facilities
for producing them? There can be no two opinions about .these
questions. Buf as we have said it must be a slow process. Myqre-
over, these wmdustries require I,a.ndless‘wban‘wed quourers: They
do not give a single one of the agriculturists.a supple'menlary. ugdnstry,

The charkha on the other hand taps very great existing but
mnused resources of physical power and raw materials by si.mple in-
expensive means requiring slight skill, 1t is an indigenous industry,
in harmony with the genins and eustoms of the people, ,

- Begides, the cost of installation is very small. Women az'ld
children also can be employed, the weaver possesses inherited skill
and artistic and richly ornamented articles can only be produced
by hand. It sccures equal distribution of w_ealth’. : ,

Sometimes dairying and poultry-rearing are propused as sup-
plementary }11d1lsft'1'ies. Dairying and poultry-rearing have no doubt
ample facilities for develo’pment. But they require technieal sldll
Moreover, it is difficult to find a ready, permancnt and secure market
for them. Haud-spinning and weaving, on the other hand, can be
aniversal and permancnt. For nex{ to food yarn alone always
cominands an unlimited and ready murket at the very door-steps of

. the worker.
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. “The charka taps very great existing but unused resourees of
ph:ys'mal ;_)owervz}nd raw materials by simple inex ensive “mes <
quiring slzght slqll. .o . It tends ir;zmediatelv tc‘) Idmr‘elol t;:gms I‘(‘i
quiring slight slall....... It tends immediately to dévelop the 201311
mum of .E}SS'IS.{'(H]CQ from the “‘educated peoplc.”v It will layptho fo Ogid
tion Of'[‘l}?d“?duﬂll an'd group habits for reforms of other kil;dfﬁ e
o Ind,iAan(’c: ;}i;mig ]ﬁet}l’e most effective step towu‘rd‘ a renaissance

N (J. 4. V. College Magazine).

Music ip Education.
By Marcarer B. Covsiys, B. Mus.

The present season (October) with its Saraswati Pujas in all
Hindu homes and institutions brings vividly to our minds the God-
dess of Musie and the part the goddess nlavs in Indian life in her
aspeet as universal harmoniser. Saraswati is the sponse of Brahma,
the creative aspeet of the Hindn Trinity ns contrasted with Vishnu-
Lakshmi, the preserver, and Siva-Dnrga “the destrover or changer.
Croation and Vibration arc indivisible, and vihration must produce
Sound though that tone may be inandibld to human ears. The Sacred
Word, the Sound, is a starting-point in both Tastern and Western
thonght for the manifestation of the universe. Sound as a funda-
mental of life is an aspect of science which has not yet come fully
into it own. Tn Envene the Art of Musie is only three and a half
centuries old. In India the voungest of the Muses, the art and
science of musie have existed from such millenia that its systems
have had time to rise, reach their climax, and fall again into obseurity.
One of the oldest manuseripts in the world, the Sama Veda ie prac-
tieally a treatise on music of which the {erminological key had long

bheen lost.

Tndia is pre-eminently a musieal nation. Tlis is proved by its
woalth of folk musie, its social and religions musie, its innate love
of singing, its veneration for chanting, its nge-long representation
of music in the plastie arte. Yet as a social art mmsie had- fallen
from its high estate during the pust ceutary and men of the Dest
families rarely hecame exponents of the Art and many women wore
forhidden to learn musie. The exelnsion of Indian music from tho
cehinols and colleges tor over fifty veafy was a mistake. Tt arose in
a simple way. Ilindu musie is entivel} religions. The Finglish nation
i¢ Clhristian. Is Government had promised religions neutrality in
Indiz. Tf it coeouraged Indian musie it felt it was encouraging
heathenism and breaking its promise of nentrality.  Seo music g6t no
plee in the scbool and eollege currienla.  Put the human being is not
only a hody and a brain. Its emotional nature hns also to be taken
into account. The advance in the psychological nature of the child
all over the world has taught educationalists the absolute necessity
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of definite training for the aesthetic nature of the pupil. To aceom-
plish this there mnst be edneation in the fine arle, and in handicrafts.
The world-thought on this aspect of education is goiting back to the
Greck ideal which considered music and gymnastiecs ag the basie
subjects for developing zood character and wise citizenship. As a
cultural influence the study of musie leads to refinement of voice and
manners, and to an appreciation of good form and beanty and pro-
portion. Tt will bring about an inercased sense of human co-opera-
tion and harmony. and a halanced natnre. TUnconsciously it develops
an awareness of fitness as between the person, the envirenment, and
the action which is the equivalent of the awareness of the strings of
a vina “heing in tune”’, a kind of new sense, perhaps its name is
intuition, which 1s onc of the most valnable qualitics for peace and
goodwill in the individual and the group.

The gradual restoration of musie to its ancient place of high
honour is one of the remarkable proofs of the Tndian national re-
naissance. It began with the institution of AllTndia Musie Con-
ferences in which Bareda State took the lead. The Gandbarva
Vidvalaya in Bombay did a great deal to standardise North Indian
music from the educational angle. Tn 1918 it fell to my lot to eall
together the musicians of Tanjore for the first conference ever
gathered to draft a syllabus of (farnatic music to be introduced as a
school compulsory subject in the primary stages, as an optional sub-
ject in the High School, and as a Special subject for a Bachelor of
Musie University Dogree. That happenced at the beginning of the
campaign for National Education which Mrs. Besant initiated after
her internment and when she founded the National University. It was
an interesting and historic conference of Tamil musicians, singers,
violinists, vina-players. I rcmember parvticularly Mr. Pandither who
has since passed away and who wag the almost fanatieal exponent of
the 24-division swarams of the octave ag contrasted with the sUp-
porters of the 22-swaram division. Fle gave me the opportunity of
hearing his two daughters sing those minute demi-semi-tones both in
seale passages aud in ragams. The results of the disenssions of that
conference were afterwards arranged by Mr. . R. Srinivasa Aiyvengar,
Prof. RR. Srinivasan and myself ag the detailed graded Courses [or
the Subject of Musie that were published in the \Jdimnal University
Calendar. A couple of years later Professor Seshadri of the Hiudu
TUniversity wrote for this Cnrrienlnm and used it as the foundation
of the Course which is now incorporated in the Calendar of Studies
of Benares Oniversity and which was the first Musie Course to reccive
government recognition. The Indian Women’s University had already
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oranted Degrees in Musie. During thoge same vears the Rev. Popley
started a Summer School for training Musie teachers especially of
the Miscion sehnole of Madrag Presidency. Tt hag becomes so useful
and popular that this vear There were over 150 punils of all communi-
ties, of whom one hundred were voung wormen. Tt is the nnelens of
cultaral training of a very important kind in the future for it will

“he easv te iink 1t to encourngement of tho other fine arte and Y)‘i‘[‘ﬁ-

evlarly of &rnmm which in Todia is so inferlinked with musie and
dunving,  Wre, Popl Mre I C%.Wﬂ'm worthi ave also connected
with the encouragerment sie in Madras through their proposed
Academy of Wusic and (172 rhal. The Tiduea-
tom Denartment of (xm'orm went had in the meanfime reconsidered
their nolicy of excluding music from the schouls. ]’*“.Iempntmfy sehools
were enecaraged to have rndidi ng and game sones, Later, Mngsie was
introdneed 2s ane of the optional subjects for the Matriculation or
Sehoolleaving  Certifieate  examination, and girls in Travancore
especinlly took  advantage of  this  conrse and showed -very
good  resulis.  Last year Madras Timiversity ook the plioge
and  made Musie an Optional subjeet for the Tnlermediate
Arts Flesreination, and in the coming year i is to he made a regular
grbiect For foll gradvation.  In addition to all this, through
ﬂm muignificence and vision of Sir Awnamalai Cheitiar, a Collega of
Wusie has heen made a definite component of the Tamil University at
Chidamabaram. T was much impressed with its effiefeney and pmmho
when 1 vecently visited it. The Principal ix a m'mnaltlf' personality,
a clagsicist of Carnstic wmsie, bt also a modernist.

jarterle Masical Jom

In addition to all this expansion on the academical side there
has bren {he most noteworthy revolation in the pohev regarding
money spent by \Lxdnaq Municipal anthorities on provision of music
for the masses. Three vears ago the Madras Corporation for the
first time arranged that Todian music by Indian instruments should
be played weekly in the Madras public pfxrkc; ~ The rosult was an
immediate growth in the out-of-door habit in the congested parts of
the cdy thr music proving as facinating to the gencral public as the
vina ig said to be to the serpents. A furthel remarkable extension
of the supply of popular indigenous musi¢ for the masses is to be
found in the radio-broadeast: concerts that are now provided on cer-
lain days of the week on the Marina of Madras (ity. The amplifiers
are large and make the mnsic carry satisfactorily and well for a
long distance. The erowds that flock to hear the concerts are.like
mass meelings on every oceasion in marked contrast to the paucity
of the audience that listens to the Tnglish brags military band which
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had heen the only muzie provided at pablic expense for numbers of
vears, Muhammadans crowd to these perforimances in as laree
numbers as Hindus, although so much of the singing is distinetly
Hindu in relizions sentiment. But in the solvent of melodic heanty
all communialism goes. Music is truly a harmoniser and a sweet-
ener of life’s problems. As it soothes the baby to sleep, as it ealmed
the bad temper of King Saul, as it drew Eurvdice from the abode of
Hades, as it brought, the needed rain to.the Tndian plains so is it

proving a safety valve for the present highly cuiotionalised state of

the TIndian national temper. The National songs of Bharati, of
Tagore and other Bengali noets are evoking a new spirit of conrage
and joint action, of patriotic inspiration, and sclf-racrificing zeal such
as could never have heen dreamt of six vears ago. Yet these bhajanas,
these connings of sone-books, these hhajana practices®and proces-
sinns are the produet of only gix months” intensive struegle for free-
dom, and in them the surcharged heart finds relief and the drooping
spirit finds uplift, and all the benedietion of Saraswati.

Only thirteen years have been nceded to make these drastic
and fundamental changes ingthe education of the people musically
in this Madras Presidency dnd clsewhere. And yet people exclaim
at the, slowness of the Fast, and accuse the oriental of inability to
change! The speed of evervthing in India in these last months re-
minds me of the triply. quickened pace at whieh the final of a raga is
sung! It tells us wo are nearing the end of a regime, if not of a
political raga! Tt also tells vs that a finer race is in the making for
the future for it is being monlded by mmnsie in the home, in the school,
in the maidans, and in the hhajana parties. And Indian musie itself
will take a nw lease of life and break old conservatisms and stag-
nancies and bring new gifts to musicians of Iast and West alike, for
the radio, the gramophone, the, acroplane, the cinema are going fo
effect interchanges of influene: which will be for the envichment of all,
especially secing that training in music is itself under digeiplined
control. Yet the final service of Musie must ever be to clear a Path
frorn the haman to the divine, and through swect sound to enter the
Silenee. : : o e
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Branch Reperts.

Mapura.
o Thiz Braneh conducts » most useful Night School in a con-
gested labour distriet. Mrs. Subramaniam lver, the devoled Seere-
tary of the Branch, is unfailing in Ler supervision of the School and

«collects the necessary funds for its maintenunee, The members of

the Branch take a leading part in the differcut activities of the city,
such as the Training Centre for Midwives (the best in Sonth India), .
in a Spinning School, in Child Welfare, and in the oromotion of the
Women's Conference on Educational and Social Relorm.

- Nacarcorr.,

-This new Branch is holding mcetings in different areas and
encouraging women to thiuk of their problems with a view to reform.

‘In a village near by they organised a production of a Cinema Film

on ““Hookwoerm?’ lectured vpon by the Travancore Edueational Oflicer
of the Health Department, and at the Nagarcoil Brahmin village
another lecture was given under their auspices on “‘Maternity.”’

TRICHINOPOLY.

This is & Branch which also maintains a Girls’ Elementary
School, in conneetion with its responsibility for helping the Baby
Welcome work of -the city. Mrs. Jesudas and Mrs. Alexander are
conspicuons for their hard work in the service of these Braneh acti-
vities. . They are ‘now preparing {o hold the Constituent Con-
ference of the Tamil Nadu in this city, o local gentleman having pro-
mised to help them finaneially. The other lowns of the area are
invited to hold mectings in connection with the Conference and to
send their local representatives to Triehinopoly, namely, Madura,
Tanjore, Mayavaram, Tinnevelly, Pudukottah, Muticorin, Rammad,

ote,

Heapquanrars.

. There are now 25 pupils in the Montessori School and its work
is flourishing. Many educalionists visit the school ag it is the only
oue in South India run on direrl Montessori linos.  Reeently the 1idu-
cational Officer of an Indian Staie applied for [ull instructions about
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the method from Muys. Peters, its Headmistress, and has since sent an
order for the entire Montessori material which is mwade expertly at
the Theosophical National School, G umdx, Maddras. Miss Kamala
Menon, the Madras lady tennis chompion, is (or'_gmucunv a Blue Bird
troup two days a week for the little ones. She.is an enthusiast for
the Girl Gfuide movement. _

Members are invited to attend each Tuesday for a Social
afternoon of games and refreshments, either in-door or out-door as
the weather permits. MMrs. Parvathi Dewal gave an intensely inter-
esting display one afternoon of the Snrayanamaskars, ve-y. difficult
postures of a most health-producing character. She and Mrs. Rajivi
Shiva Rao have promised to be responsible tor this weekly Social
afternoon. Mrs. Dadabhoy’s absence as co-tenant of the H cadquavters
is a loss to all, but the health of her children necessitated her trans-
ference to Bangalore.

The as »bI‘lDthIl of the female sex to the most prominent among
the Shinto Gods is not owing merely to caprice. Mythmakers have
often more substantial reasons for their fancies than might be sup-
posed. In the present ease there is cvidence that women played a
very important part in the real world of ancient Japan as well as in
that of imagination. Women rulers were at this time a familiar
phenomenon. Both Japanese and Chinese history give us glimpses
of a female Mikado who lived about A.D. 200, and mhow vommanduw
ability and strong character have not been wholly obscured by the
mists of legend.® Women chicftains are frequently mentioned. Tndeed
the Chinese seem to have thought that feminine government was the
rule in Japan, for their hNt«nn,v {requently refer to it as the “Qusen.
conntry.”” In more historieal times scveral of the Mikados were
women. In some families descent was traced by the female line.
From the Kojiké we learn that in Sainin’s time it was the enstom for

the mother to give children their names. (‘“Shinto—the War of the

Gods”’ by C. G. Aston.)
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"By C. Kunhan Raja, 3
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Your digestion is your Tower of strensth,  Preserve it by using

; - COCOGEM. |

‘pure and refined Vegetable Cooking Oil. ‘Made in India for Indians
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Women's Indian Asscociation

OBIECTS

To present {o women [heir responsibilities as danghiers of India.

To secure tor every girl and boy the vight of Tdnenfion throngh
schemes of Compalsory Primary Ldl.u_,al.mn, including the teacking
of relizion. t

To secure the abolition of child-marriage and to raise the Age
of Consent for married girls to sixteen..

To secure for Weomen the vote for Municipal and Legislative
Councilz on the zame termns as it is or may be granted to men.

To secure for Women the right to be elected as members on all
Municipal and Legiclative Couueils,

To help Women to realise that the future of India lies largely
in their hands: for as wives and mothers they have the task of training,
guiding and forming the character of the {uture rulers of India.

T'o band Women into grovps for the parpose of self-develop-
racnt and cdueation, and for {he definite servien of other

HUIMBERSHI®

A cig and

Woraen whoe agree and V'iil eo-operaie with ihe Obj
« Organization of the Aszocintion may hecome members, Oronps of
women having the same abms can be affiliated to the Won v’y Indian
Aszociation.  Members are aslked, but not obliged, to pay a sabscrip-
@n of {welve annag a year to (he Headquarters of {he Association.
Liocal Branches are self-governing and make their own arrange-

ments,
ORGANIZATION

The Asenciation, which Has a central organization at the W. I A.
Headquarters, P antheon Gardens, Iigmore, Madras, was started on
May R 1917, and has grown and increased steadily ever since. It now
has 72 Branches, 23 Centres and over 4,000 members.

Branches are formed in every place where possible, with a Iocal
Sceretary io arrange the work {o suit loeal conditions and revort fo
Headquarters.

The political policy of the Association ig to work for Reforms
through the Legislafive Clounecils.
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STRI-DHARMA .

st beautiful casket. Dr. Muthulalkshmi Reddy has always been an

a‘rdent worker for the cause of the betterment of the conditions of
women and children. It was due to her industry that the law was

passed to end ihe serviee of Davadasis, the passing of rgsolutions,
to establish a Children’s Hospital, Medical Inspcetion &t School.
Children, and-the necessity of there being a separate Woman Dix ectroess
of Health. She was a grent chumpion of the Sarda Act inithe Council,.

and helped, by hev a activitics Lo Pass the Brothel Act, and by her ab Jh‘y

sh(, secured grants for women’s educational and ]}Ivldnthropw insti-

tutions. 1In Iepb ing to the address, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy said
that she missed very muoh frer colleague and co-workers, Mrs. A. Laksh-
mipathi and Mrs. Kamala Devi and many members of the Legislative
Couucil who had always supported her, especially the Andhra gentle-
men who were all now in jail. She said that whatever she had been
able to do in the Council the credit should go to the Women’s Indian
Agsoeintion and to the Council. She remembered the very first meet-
ing held in the city under the auspices of the Women’s Indian Asso-
ciation to demand Municipal and legislative franchise and the many
deputations that waited on the Ministers and the Governor.

The Equal Rights International.

There hag been a new warld-association iormed krown as the
Ilqual Rights . International, which has opened its ofﬁce i Geneva.
The new oﬁlce was opened on September &th and vigorous propaganda
has been started.  The seven iuumpodu States wLo have equality
between men and woraen written into their nutlonal constitutions have
ghown particular interest in the proposed movement- The first and

major cause of the ligual Rights 'J‘rc'at v runs: “The contracling States.

¥, men and women shall
have Hqual Rights throughout the tevritory subjeet to their respec-
tive jurisdictions.”” T

agree that wpon the ratification of { this treaty

T'his is the foundation of the new civilization
which will make it imperative that all human heings, whether men or
women, have the same opportunity to live fully
in the world-State which the League of Nations aims to found. Con-
gratulations on the forming of the new international organisation liave
come {rom all parts of the world. We add ours. '
Turkey and her women. _,

In Turkey we read that one of the measures te .Eésiaubmitted to
the Grand National Assembly in the extraordinary sedsion that hag
just heen called is for the extension of the I’arliamen}ary franchise
to women (who already have the municipal vote), and to establish
universal suftra"e in lece of the present indirect d&ctordl gystem,

20
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and work successfully

NOTES AND COMMENTS

And Turkey also has decided to replace all the male clerks in the
Tnfant Welfare Centres, which are nnder female management, by girls.
Amcnc.m \Vomcn and the Law,

Coimmon Iaw arose throngh the HEnglishman’s desire to pro-
tret his property and himself, St .mm law has arisen entirely through
the neceseity of covering some sitnation the common lnw failed to
provide for. And it has been {hrough this loophole that the legal
statns of woman bas Dbeen viewed. She has had scant rights under
common luw, and as a married woman she may be sald to have had
none whatsnaver "

The sdzrug';jrlé of women for legal recegnition has been a lcng,
laborious effort that has even vet not “\_bﬂl‘(‘u it comv;,h te emancips
tion. The National League of Women Volers (America) has 1‘1*(‘9[111}'
published a survey of the lIegal status of women in the Uniled States
which enumerates the progress that has heen made. A

Trorty-two States Lold that the wife owns wages earned by her
outside the heme. In five states the wife’s earnings ave deemed part
of the ecmmunity property and subject to the hushiand’s control.

Well-defined laws are in effect regnlating at whieh men
and women may marry without consent of If‘n 1its puardinns: - If
15 i no :.J,.Sf_fﬂl(‘,e over tweaty-one years, and not lese than cighteen
for Doth men and women.  Where consent is obtained, hoys may eon-
tract marringe as voung as ilirteen ryears of nge and ;_z;ir.‘.:s twelve
years of age, although the average low peint is sixtecn and fonrteen.

Tn thirty-one Stales the kushand has no avthority nver the wife’s
separate estate, bat in twenty-1wo States ghe can he made to pay for
family necessities ordeved by her.

Tn thirty-one States husband and wife have an equal interest
in each other’s real estaic. In seventeen ihey do not.  Only eight
States give the wife any share in property 'wqmrol by their joint
efforts after marriage, bt even here the effort is nulli fied, becavse the
tghand is given control of it during his lifetime.  And no State ac-
corcy the wife a share in the family income exeeps as she earns it
outside the home.

—

The AsianWWemen's Conference.
We learn that it is finally decided to hold the Asian V\fomen
Conference at Labiore from Januavy the 19th to the 25th. T orga-

nisers do not eonsider that the political conditions jn India will pre-
vent the holding of the conference or caunse any K iC
delegates, though they feel that mn(hhous L we g,,g,h“ ,.r

Fﬁ

tmt to the
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STRI-DHARMA ' .

invitations o the eenference were first sent ont, that it will he possi-
ble to show Indian hospitality euly under a shadow and with the
notable absence of prominent women leaders. Correspondents from
Palestine, Syria, Nepal, Cevlon, Japan, Burma, Trag, Siam, Tndo-China,
Malava, Hawai , Persia Baluohmmn fmd Td\‘l have written stating
that their people are deopl} interested in the promotion of the con-
ference and arc co-operating in various ways. Loecal mewspapers in
these countries have published the news of the conference and dele-
gates from cleven of these countries have definitelv promised to attend.

Among the delegates will bhe Madame Nasik Ahed, noted
Arabian patriot and social worker, who hag consented to stand for
eleetion as the President of the Conference, Madame Hibino, wife of
the Professor of Anthropology in the (Fove mm\-ni College, Tormosa,
Misy Taqt Fukit, Correspondence Seevelary of the Jﬂ})dhuﬁ(! Waomen’s
Assoriatiol, Madame Soondhi of Bandoenw, Java, Bezum  Saltan
Ferulh, zpecial prize-winner in P"n"‘;iun of the Calenita Tniversity,
Madame Nmu‘ JXamada, Pregident af the Tastern Women's Confer-
ence held in Damasens lnst year, Madume Mastoore-e-Ashavy, Presi-
dent of the Persian Patriotic Women’s Association, and Mrs. Pradhan
of the Kalimpong Buddhist Association.

{levlon has given a splendid load to all the countrics by regis.
tering ten delegates, women veprezenting five associntioms through
which the Ceylon women do varied publie sorviee,  Lady Diaz Handa-
ranaike will he the leader of the delopation.  An influcntial Recoption

Bub-Committee kag heen farmed in Bombay to welecome delegatos com-
ing throogh that port. Similar gronps will be found in Caleatta and
Karachi. Aligarh City desives the delegates to snend one day there
and ig arrangiug a lecgl Recepiion Committee for the purpose. Other
cities will probably do the same. FEvery one who is sympathetic with
‘the idea of Asian wnity, to be hrought abont by the women of the
various couniries gefting to know one snother heter, is invited to
join the Receptien Committee (Fee 10 rupees). Those joining he-
~fore Deecember 15th will have the 11"]11 of choosing ten delegates te
e voted for by post from the list of Reception Commitiee Mem'er's
enrolled before then. Applications 'lmuld e sent at once t+ Mrs.
Cousins, Clo Mrs. Sondhi, 6, Kulcheri Road, Lahore, Aputications
for the new Bulletin can be made to Star Daamya Offire 0¥ above

addresa.

All-Indian Women's Conference on Educationa! and Secial Reform.
It is wise te makoe it clear thai this Confevenee iz @
a non political body registered nz such, 10 hns delinitely }
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activities to the above dreimpmd<if it brings in party polities it wil
q}mﬂor its cwn constitution. Ope of the reasons for this imnt‘ﬂi il
is that the wnity of women ig a pmmum factor of Indian life. Tn thi

Conference women of ail shades of epinion may wmite on odueationn
and social questions. There are other organisations through whicu
women may work politically. There is plenty of this constructive

‘social work to be done at present and numbers of women availabie to
“do it and interested in doing it. This has heen proved by the Con-

ferences held over twenty of the Constituent areas of the All-Tndia
Conference. The Annual Sessicnr to be held in Lahore Town

Hall from the 12th to the 16th January promises to be very sucress.

ful though the organisers are dehbemtel} limiting expeunditure on
everything but necessary business in view of the financial sivinwens
of the country and the deep shadow of national conditions wuder «
Conference work hasg to be car 1‘icd on.  Dr. Mathulakshnt Rec

Madras, Bx-Depuly President of the Madras Legislative Couneil, will

- preside.  Over 200 Reeeplion Comunittee Vernbers have ﬂ.nf@«.ulg
o N e g %
: “oﬂud 1ady Abdws Qadir is President, and Mya. Sondhi, Seereta. | of

the Liahore (ormmittee,

The Ideal Educational Institution.

The ideals of women throughout India have been forcussed in
the Pachmarhi Committee Scheme for a Central Institution which,
based on knowledge of home conditions, creating its technique of edu-
cation from the rocts of environment and lnhont( d culture, will aim
at providing a new outlook on eduecation and a new type of education
from the nursery school right through all stages to the training of
teachers, th«, specialisation of the whole bemw the inclusive sub]oct
of Home Science.

This Scheéme in detail has been pleced before the Governing
Body, the Executive Committee and of the Women’s Education Fund
Association and has secured the warm approval of both. H. K.

Vady Irwin has given of her time without stint to the work and meet-
Mg connected with the Schome and the T'und Association "'dnrinr'r‘ the
past wenth. Lvm) one who works with Her Fixecelleney in this move-

ment fedg ghe is working with a real sister who is whole-heartedly -

devoting Iy fine exeentive powers and her large-heartedness to the
advaveement 5 Indian educstion. The Secheme has been examined
by an expert Coranittee and has emerged intact with the exvention of
detnils of Dbudgeting and the impossibility of the Instituiion of the

_,nlltgre giving ils own Jegreeg. The Director of Publie Instruction

on the Ixpert {,‘ommltwe smmg)y recommended that there should

o3
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be attempt at affiliatien with a University till the Diploma of the
Institution had achieved its own characteristic reputation.as a
thoroughly efficient Training Centre for Home Science.

A Misunderstanding, :
Mrs. Consins authorises us to state that the report in the Press
{thal she requested to be envolled a member of the Tamil Nadu Con-
gress Working Committee is inaccura‘s. In the first sentence of her
lefter, which was not quoted in the Press, she requested Mr. Satya-
murthi to enroll Lier as a member of the Congress general organisafion.
She had no thought of seeking the honour of membership of the Com-
mittec though she publicly joined the Congress Party as a protest
against its attempted suppression. Her obligations for work in
various Conferences, all connected with Indian nation-building, will
absorb her energics for the next two months. She will remain in
North India till uext February. Mrs. Hilda Wood, Dr. Muthulakshmi
Reddi and Srimathi &. Visalakshmi Ammal have kindly hecome res-
ponsible for the editingof Syrr Thrarma during her absence. :

The ©Opening of the All-Indian Wumen’s Conference.

The All-Tndian Women’s Conference opened on November 22nd
in the beautiful Hall of the Madras Museum, with a gathering of over
600 ladies present. . H. The Junior Maharani of Travancore pre-
sided with grace and dignity., The morningssession was devoted to
resolntions on education, while in the af{ernoon social questions were
disenssed. Tach resolation had at least two speakers, in English and
Pamil, and many spoke in Telugt and Urdn slso. Tach speaker on
the different resolutions was not only an abl: cxponent but an expert
on that particular line of work.

The Maharani in her opening address spoke of the work ahead
of the Conference, and urged propaganda in press and from the plat-
forrmi on the importance of education of woracn not only intellectually
but also spiritually and physically. She ended by saying: ¢‘The prime
necessity is a self-sacrificing band of persons united in an ideal an’
an ohjective, who will vividly realise that edneational and social refe M8
are neceessarily inter-twined and who, while capable of rightwus ini-
dignation over the abuses of the present day society, will trawmit that
indignation and all that it stands for into sustained axt’ construetive
work.”’ -

This Conference shows withont a doubt 1o those
sceptical of the interest Indian women take i» public affairs,
are just as eager and active as any in tle world. From the

94
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-

point of view that galaxy of fair ladies appealed not only to the mind
but roused the heart and eye with gladness, {or beanty was as dominant
as intelligence,

‘At one o’clock the Conference adjourned for lunch which was
served across the road in Pantheon Gardens where all were guests
. nr, . oy . R N » . 21 3 " e N
of the Maharani’s truly royal hospitality. The groups of ladies in

- their beautiful saris, the gay blue of the Indian sky, the shadyv trees,

ade a very lovely spectacle. Lunch was served beneath the great
banyan and tamarind trees of the compound, thefe being ample room
for all.” Here all races, eastes and creeds sat down together in that
simple friendliness that is aftained s¢ casily amony women. It is a
pity that the W. L. A. could not purchase the place which is the sco

of such important gatherings as these and which will be of historie

4

interest to future genevations. Although the ofiicials of the Conference

I

_had had a very heavy morning’s worlk shepherding throuwh manv
3 3 , { ding through many

important programme of work without a hiteh, they now devoted
t:h‘el:n‘selye.s_ unsparingly to the gquort of the guests and making them
feel individually weleome a special gift in which Iudian ladies excel,

\ { .
- B

Iuam Homew

(Bditor's Nole: T'he followisng gives the ampdificaiion

Seienee’?)

- Result and Creator win I; herloon of those gone and heritage of thess
- Ty Vo e Yrr ST Y o v Tr e 3 H 3
to come. 'lhwu_gh we life bumortal has spoken in mussages that the vorld
has loved, feared, and revered, T

. I tell the story of life’s evelution, the slory of arowth, g stery of

(il‘\’llf?jﬂlloll. I am the first and the last memory in life, 1 am the inspir
for the home cternal.

I am the 1m:e'nt1ve1to warriage and the consolation of the touely, I
t;gscue»the \:vayward. from ti.u:' sorrows of life; 1 eonsole the despaiving ;
1 fears of the dying. I whispsr hope fo the hercaved.

“y

I leasen

I embody the wisdom of the past. I offer the wisdom of the fbuve, I
l_»elung 2 all puoples, all raves, all worlds, I am the
best in thuy history, their loves, their ‘arté, their relj

I train e v . 1ifv their hered ) i %

L am he young; I modify their heredity ; 1 march with {huir Drogrisge
I adjust to their needs; I influence their lives for ~3'p'n'1v 15 thar end D’l {
ereated the michtiest forse of (iad ¢ CoEeLe, RS L M e R
eated the mightiest force of Godo—(From the Jours fo

Lo L ] net of the Women's
Feonemics C{}Zlf.‘ye, (.’ng'.[’:j?'.if,zfjj 0[ "V;{J_\‘C{nwin;) S ©
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The Status of Wemen in Ancient India.
(By Dn. Laxmax Sanue, MLA., D.Crl).

"E!w &et.z‘fzius. enjoved by woman in ancient indis, is a long subject.
3 {o diseuss 1t adequately in o short article, thuiewrc, a
Tew poxmb onl) will be dealt WJ.Lh herein.

Let us, first of all, look at the revealed scriptnres of the world.
Cast a glance at the Bible, the Qoran, the Zend-avesta, the ’l‘ripitnkas,
the Grantha Sahib and se on.  What do we find?- {u-all countries and
in ali the above-mentioned religions, seciptures have always been ve-
vealed to a man and never to a womait.  In vone of the holy hooks,
luw woman ever taken a part. Not a single psalm in the old or the
New Testament has been composed by a woman. Not a single gatha
or a stanza of the Zend-avesta was ever revealed to her. She was
never the recipient of even a part of an ayat of the Qoran. She was not
regarded good enough or worthy enough to be the recipient of divine
revelation. Now come {o ancient Jndm The Hindus accept the
Rigveda as the book of divine revelation. In the 10th Book of the
Rigveda, more than twenty hymns were revealed to women. The
names of these women have been preserved. The age of the Rigveda
can be traced lo a hoary mthmt) 'The priests were the custodians
of the seriptures. The sacred hymus were transiitted by oral tradi-
{ion for centuries. It wag the simplest and the casicst thing for these
custodians to remove the names of woman ivom the divine hymus but
they did not. Why? Decause they did not loek down apon a woman
as something inferior, as something unworthy to receive the divine
revelation.  They looked upon her as a perfect equal and, therefore
did not object if she also became the recipient of divine hymns like

the men themselves. 'his is a test of man’s sincerity. Nowh re clse

do we find the high honour and perfect equality bestowed upon waman
in ancient India,

1n religions and ceclesiastieal life, woman is denied equality. She
cannot becomue a winister of religion, ¥ do not know #single case in
history of a woman Pope or a woman Bishop. She was not and is not
vhoxb]f, for the highest religious lite. Iu the Roman Catholic Chureh
as well as in the Greek Church, no woman can become a preacher of
ieligion. In the Proiestau_t Church also, she hag never been allowed

56
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to take holy orderswaud has never been made a Bishop or Archbishop.
In ancient India, the most exalted religious order was known by the
name of Rishis. A Risht is almost a divine‘sage. There is nothing
holier or higher than a Rishi. But Rishiship was not confined to men
only. Woman was not excluded from the highest and the holiest
religious order.  Scores of women becarne Rishis and their names are
preserved in Ancient Sanskrit Literature.

It we study the concophon of God in Islam and (Jhustnmty, we
find that this couception is essentially that-of a male god. God is
looked upon as an adult member of the male elass. In Christianity
God is looked upon as a father. But, I wonder, if cver God has been

looked upon as a mother. 1 am open lo correetion, but as far as my.

knowledge goes, the coucepticn.of God us a mother is foreign to both
Islam and Christianity, But in Ancient india, the vonception of God
as a nolher was evolved from the ‘"11‘}1(-:’5 times and 1=
embedded  in verses like the following:—You alone are my
mother and you alone my father’, God covld Le loocked
upon as a mother only when woman was not deharred from
being regarded as a highest objeet of veneration. This shows the
psychology of the people This is further shown by Indian mytho-
logy. In the Greek and Latin mythologies, the highest gods are bache-

for gods. They may have now and then a Hasin with a goddess, bat
they otherwise lead single lives.  In Indian mythology, the highest gods

are indissolubly associnted with theiv consorts, e.g., Shiva with
Parvati, Vishou with Lakshmi, Brahma: with Savitri, Indre “with
Shachi. They are not were wives of gods, but their Sh«’ i, i.e., their
power, without which the g gods cannot do anything them:..lves, This

conception reached it culmination in Shakfism  “ere God is con-

ceived as a personification of Shakti. The same conception we find
in Indian systems of philosophy, e.g., the Purusha of the Samkhya
system is completed with the Prakriti, Bralman of Vedania with the
cternul maya and so on. ‘

In Christianity, woman has been regarded as a hindrance to ¢
¢piritual life. Roman Catholie priests are not allowed to marry. The
Pope must alwayvs be celibate.  In ancicnt India, woman was not
regarded as a hindrance but a help for a spiritual life, The life of a
house-holder- has therefore been cnjoined on every individual. A
man 1s allowed to become an ascefic or a sannvasi only after he
has passed through the grihastha, e, the stuge of married life. Mar-
vied life was essential for the highest development of man.

In ancient Indiz, woeman could reeeive the highest education
if she so desived. She was uut regarded as ap intellectual inferior,

i

&
]

XIV—8

ra \g
h



STRI-DHARMA

We read in the Upanishads that Yajnavalkya was the greatest philo-
sopher of his age. But a woman named Gargi was educated enough
to hold public discussions with him on metaphysical questions. We
look in vain in ancient Greece for any woman who eould discuss meta-
physics with Soerates and Plaio or in more recent times with Kant
and Schopenbauer, And if we remomber thai the Universities of
Ozxford and Camalridge refused to conter degrees oa women till very
vecently, we can get a true idea of man’s reul opinion of woman and
actual status in society. ‘

In marriage, woman in ancieut India enjoved a remarkable
freedom. She was free to seleet her own husband and the custom of
Svayamvare wasg well-known. There are nwmerous instances of
women who selected their own husbands, ¢.g., Damayanti seleeted Nala,
Kunti Pandu, Gaudhari Dhrilavashtra. Iven when a bride was to
be won by a feat of bravery or a result of physieal test, the girl could
intervene and debar anyone whom she disliked from contesting tie
field, e.g., Draupadi did net allow Karna to parficipate in the shooting
match. If we remember that marriages of the French, Italians,
Spanish, and the Roumanian girls even now are arranged by their
parents, and that they have practically no voice or very little in the
gelection of their husbands, the frecdom of womun in aneient Indis
in this matler is surprising. She also hwd the privilege of being the
first Lo propose. This is a privilege which iy still denied to the Muro-
pean womun exeept vnee In four years, .., duving the leap year and
even then is rarcly used., In uncient India, this was not merely a
theoretical right but was actually exercised. '

There are numerous cases, e.g., Savitrl was the first fo propose
to Satvavan apd was aceepted, Devayani proposed to Yayati and was
accepted, Ulopi proposed to Arjona and was accepted. Similarly
Hidimba proposed {o Dhima and became nis wife. I have already
exceeded the space allotted to me. DBut these few points will ehow what
exalted status, what remarkable freedom, was enjoyed by women in
ancient India and in some respects a greater freedem than is enjoyed
by Western women in the 20th century. Can it not be restored to
women in Modern Indiay

(“The Young Builder’.)
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Wanted, Women Rulers.

A Novel View by fie
aid Dirg

Hayden Chureh, writes in “The eylon Daily News’? i

“The wisest thing any country whose Chief of State has real power
conld do,”” deelared the anthor of * Saint Joan,”” would be to re-cuact
the Balic Law, exeluding men instead of women, from all posts of anthority,
exceopt perhaps minor ones such as wen are eapable of filling.

“They held a goneral election in the United States sume time ago,”’

Mr. Shaw went on, ““and unlike the one we conduected simultaneously, it had
some desirable results. The principle of these was the clection, for the first
time in history, ol women as governovs of two American Stafes—the sreat States
of Texas and Wyoming."”’

“That is 2 most hopeful protest because the governor of every American
State and the setual ruler of every country ought to he a woman. Tt must
he evidant to anyone who has studied history, or appreaiates the differonees
in the mentality of the sexes, that women make, and always hayve made, abler,
more intelligent and eminently safer rulers than men.”’

CWould the United Siates be better off if its Presidents were women
instead of men?'’ I asked somewhat startled.

“Undenbtedly, the United States would be wive in having women as
Prosidenis, if the Presidency were a life affice,”’ way the emphatie reply. ¢ But
a4 it is commonly held for only fonr years it doesn’t make mueh difference.”’

“Do you scriounsly believe,”’ I asked him, ‘‘that women make better
rulers than men?”’

““Much better! A woman can manage men much more effeetively than
& man can and gets them te work more intelligently and more loyally., The
wajority of male ralers and heads of Republic pick the most obviously unfitted
persony for offiec of state. As a rale women do their chosineg much better.
And men work under & woman with nuwh less friction; the relarions between
weman and man ars never guitz so straired as between man and man., Admi-
aistration by subordinate male siateswen worked srioothly wnder Queen
Vigtoria and it dees to-day under Queen Wildemans.

““For sheer ability Queen Elizabeth was by far {le best sovereien
England ever had. In point of fact, she made mischiof, beeause she was so
antocratic, and had so much sheer ability that she left (he throne too strong,
with the result that the weak men who came after her--James I, and Charles
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~—and tmed to ruh as she did, mede an unholy mess of things. Qneen Tliza-

beth reigned by thc sheer force of her intelligence and personality, Any.

competent would-be usurper with 500 men behind him Would have ousted

her at any time, She had nothing to go on- thh bui her dwn wits. But she
ras g fafe as houses. : RN

“OF course, one disadvantage about having wonien a8 soversigns and
presidents,” Mr. Shaw went on, ““Is thet vou are sure toiget them i elever,
You would be sure to get more queens Lilke ¢ Foriad fa 61’-m veden  She ns.. meh
too clever and lived like a man. She Wi 0 general- Yk e Toa i ot Ame,

““The fael is that women are u-ﬁver qmto ag b
sver their defeets may be, they are never handizappe d ’m m.m_‘:,\ xmr iraelis
cability, and sentimentality, Women have to have {nnwuw A YRR A RIES
have it because it iz they who are responsible for h;; road Tl

-

e

ments. They get practice in managing ‘hnw 1)‘;' having o kiys Aheir homos
in order. BMen leave it all to them, Lo L CL

“Yes, there ir n beautiful diveetness about afl woemen. They saceerd
in gelting what they want by going straight for their abjective, In mﬁ; of my’
plavs a woman says: " The m»lv wav 1o wet what you want is to go right for |
it and grab it.”’ “\{Pﬂ on the other hand, mv’n inbly explore the nw '-t rotinl-
about methods.  American mon partic :luﬂ' (Mp, Shaw invarfably has a red
in pickle for eur_masenling *“eonsing ) If an Ameriean wints ahyihivg, ke
first gons to a policaman and ask if Lo ean divedt hird to an agent. Then he
asks his agent to get another ament, or e tries 1o find somebody in Russin 10"
it in such dealings as 1 have had with women dramatie agents,  Phey come
get the thing for him. But woman go straight” by the mark, I have noﬁew}
straight fo mc. A man who wants to get armhms. out of me rmn«ﬁr.xlly @os
Lo the personm most Yivi cmpented with me-—usnally to th umh‘m‘.hon
of (i3é}1tez’b111‘,v-ar1(1 wku him if he k BOWH nn;mulv who ean *_ﬁ},t round Shaw.

“1f a man lv ars that somebody in Abordesn ook the ehait «for me
at @ lesture ten years ago, he iz pr v..n!lv ‘*C’l‘tdln m h'*" a fipei-class ticket
for Aberdesn, with the idea of petring this man ag an inleriediory hetiveen
him and myself, overloaking 1he fael that I awme < atethe. oflwr end of‘ ‘
the telephone. - - ' . '

" “3en make ahoprless hms“;f politics bedause, once thdy get talling

R -9 ti b=

among thewselves ebout anything, they gn on talliing end do nothing. Men

imagine that if lhey only talls lnnri cnough about ,)ﬂ,ﬂnn(r the v oare sure (0

secomplish sowething, or, more chv, cthan nol they tailk so leng about the

thing that they end by convingi _' thtselves thut nothing Is \.)-‘m‘r}nnr"
That is the sort of thing that \wmm ,g.m *t do.

L b
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Housceraftin Dpiversily Bducalion i
{Vera Kaiyeswaniamiia,)

Her Tixeellency Lady Tvwin, in dealing with the Fdnrcational
Problem af 1he Women's Conferenes at Delhi, said—

Ty one respect, Mdia i favonved, Other courdvies have
heen pioneers riul have made mistakes by which India, if she is wise,
may profit. They Dhave been slow to recognise the necessity for
lifferentialing boetween education of boys and girls. They both
Lhave to live in the same world and they both have fo share
it between them: but their functions in it are very different.  In many
countries to-day, we see girls’ edneation developing on lines which
are a slavish imitation of hoys’ edueation. Tt is surely inappropriate

that a curriculum for girls should be decided by the necessity of study-

ing for a certain examination so that it must, perforee excinde many
if not most of the subjects we would most wigh givls fo learn. I public
opinion, for example, demands that matriculation showld always be

the first test of excellence of a high school educalion, schools will

necessarily be framed to meel thet demand, The result will be, as
T suggested, to drive ns into a uniformity that fails 1o take acconnt
of t]u- distinetive nécessities of women. We must, therefore, ag I see
it, do all in our power to set a different otdf]dﬂl’d, and to create a
desire in the public which will allow girls or at any rate a greater
number of wirls to develop on more suitable lines, What I feel we
showld aim to give them is a practical krnowledge of domeskic subjects
and the lmws of kealth, which will enable them to ful il one side of thet
dutirs s zt fves and motiers, retnforced by o study of these subjects
wwiief il Belp anost to aiden {heir inferests ena outlock.”’

it mny he zeen that Her Tixeelleney strikes a n-)t( of warning
ag.‘wiu*' repeating the mistake eommitted by other conntries who l..ue
beon ploncer s in this matter of women’s odm-fz"ron, in p]")\‘jﬂ;);n’ ‘or
them, the wnme form of edueation as for men, thus ageravating the
pressure of competition and the evil of unemploy ment, and augygests
the desirability of a separate curriculum for women which while edu-
cating them in wifeeraft and mothereraft does not J.ul to take mceconnt

-
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of the consideration that they may, if they choose, be made eligible
by a liberal education for professional careers algo, .

Tt is often said that the Indian woman for a long time tfo
“come need not look forward to a life of celibacy, and that she may
at some time or other definitely expect to form a matrimonial alliance.
o this domeslic education is even more necessary for our girls than
for those of other countries. But what have we actually? W hile the
Universily of London provides for B.Sc. and higher degree ecurses in
‘the Household and Soeial Science Depurtment’, our Universities hav
no courges for women different from those prescribed for men., Sk
far az the vernacular edneation is concerned, without which ne post-
puberty marriage legislation can ever be sunccessful, there ig nothing
to find fault with, provided the education imparted is of a really nse-
ful nature. Bt when we come to the Higher SQecondary stage, there
is nominally provision for courses like Domestic Yetence in Group C
but there are few institutions which actnally have that group, since
it 15 not one of the subjects thal eo eibility for admission to
the Tniversity eourses of atudy. He wn, we have a form of fair
weneral edueation for a gl and vel very fow, or none, are able (o
take advanlnee of it as little eneouragem ig given for teaching
these subjects, since there are no higher enurses in that direelion, to
qualify teachers to handle high school classes oithor in the compul-
sory but non exam B dveup or ine Special O Gronp. There i a
: ; haols v this Presi-

srihiisnat for Tow payyapys
aubjest Tor RO

TUOITHL Y S

1 mav wish o continue affer the

2SR VT SRR (L TRNPR - - -
niversity Kdueatien withont Laving
; \
.

¥y ?ﬁ"‘-‘ K “'1?“.{'-"’"} ik
iy nroldssion nEe

entering o pord
: ven hy eiveum-
ta , iy cbviows that
nlike : courze for women shouald
primarily consist of subjeets like Domestie Seienea, ete, but at ihe
came time be comprehensive enongh as Her Hxeellency remarks, to
co widen her interests and outlook as o open avenues for exploym.nt.
At present there is considerable wasle of effort as when a lady stodent
takes one of the existing branches for her B.A. and then settles down
to a life of domesticity. o Y. :

f;:u
There are any - number of Universitics, chartered by . the
Government, now in.India and new ones are daily springing ap, buf
scarcely hag any consideration been given to this aspect of education
even in colleges which are specially intended for women. There is
62 '

‘ HOUSECRAFT IN UNIVERSITY EDUCATION FOR OUR GIRLY,

o

absolutely no veason why Intermediate and B.A. or B.Se. Courses in
Houseeralt and Motheveraft should not be opened in our Universities
when a distinctly vocational course like Mechanieal and Klectrical
Engineering forms one of the courses for the Madras Intermediate,
and Agriculture for the B.Se. of the same University. Kamala Chat-
topadhaya in her appreciative article on Mrs. Cousins in the issue
of Stri Dharma savs ‘‘a good deal of the credit for the inclusion of
music in the courses of some of the Indian Universities goos to
Mrs. Cousins’ persistent demands and her constant propaganda in
ever laying emphasis on its importance and its significange’” and yet
it is regrettable that neither its claims nor those of othér demestic
arts like Health, Cookery and Dietitics with its vegetarian and non-
vegelarian sections, have been adequately recognised in the scheme of
vomen’s education of the Madras and the Andhra Universities, Iiven
if one has the means to proceed to the University of London for taking
such a course, it cannol he as useful as a course which has grown out
of the actual neceds in the country. A regular medical course to ope
settled down as a mere mistress of her house-lhold may be super-
fucus but a domestic course which aims also at & medieal conrse like
that taken by missionaries may prove highly valuable even to those
who may by force of circumstances, be subsequently compelied to
enter professions either as nurses, governesses, maternity workers,
hospital visitors or leachers, apart from its usefulness to those who wish
to seitle down as housewives.

A spocial memorandum on the subject of women'’s education
was presented to the Simon Commission and it was sirongly nrged
that those who had the interests of our sisters at heart and who ﬂn
had anything to do with the shaping of the educational poliey in the
Councils of University or the Government would do all that luy in
their power to see these reforms in giris® education are pat into
practice, ' ' ‘
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The Problem of Infant Feeding.

(Br De. Mes. M. Vermax Arva.)

“Mens Sane in Corpore Sana’’ was one of the sayings in
ancient Rome., Translated it means, a healthy soul in a healthy body,

It is a saying well worth remembering at all stages of man’s
life, but quite especially in his infanecy. "T'he grea test legacy a mother
can give her child is a healthy body. f

This, I am sure, ig the desire of every mother worthy of the
name., In fact, there is no sacrifice a mother is not ready to bring in
to the interest of her child’s health, And yet, with all her love and with
all her care she gives to the best of her knovledge and ahility, we find
itttle children in this countiry, especially those bebween six months anil
fwo years of age, Jooking ay poorly as a el possibly can look.

Now what huag made the child go wenk? Well, let ns ask the
mother how she has beew [veding her c¢hild, how she has been brimgzing
it up.

- As a rule, this is her story. The child has been brought up
on its mother’s milk. That js all right so far. But if you ask the
mother when and how often she is feeding "the infant you get the
answer: ‘‘Hvery time it cries”. Now usually a child eries when it
is hungry or when it is in pain, and the mother is an expert in dis-
tinguishing one from the other. But the mother and especially the
grand-mother and aunties think a child should not cry at all. There-
tore, at the first ery a loving relative runs to pick 1t up and quiet it
down Dby carrying it around, shaking it gently, patting it and singing
to it until it can get what it wants, namely. its milk.

Their effort is, of course well meant, but it is altogether wrong
and injurious to the child’s health., "The child bas a “right to cry’’.
and if it is to grow strong and to remain strong, it must ery a certain
amount every day. The ventilation of a child’s lungs are poor:st
when it sleeps. Youn will notice that u sleeping baby breaths very
superficially, a little better when the child is awake, but best of ali
when the baby ories, for then the breathing is deepest. The lun s get
cleaned and clear, and the circulation and with it the nutrition of the
whole body, becomes greater, Lot your haby ery 2 fong as it wants
50 long as it has no pain, ~J ust remember. that erying is baby’s daily
exercise, it cannot walk and run, and a body must work to be healthy
whether it be the body of a grown-up or that of a child,
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THI PROBLEM OF INFANT FEEDING

Feeding at regulay hours, at regular inte_rv,.ﬂs1 i3 ﬂf}sf)i!zxtez)zg
necesgary if the childd’s digestion is to be 1}01'm:;11._ f[}flrbllxilgcossi;weu
digngtion as such last for a number of hours. If the el (. 1:{ n).f
food before those Lours are wp, the afworv_m-;’eh. does Jlo’t. .haye“:lﬁnll, cé
cmpty itself before another foud supply arrives. ,}1,7 15 r{:;:«.sg: (H'f::m
of ite rightful rest, and the process of (hg'esrum 13 neves 1i,11t,itllil{>: 1 q 1
in onr c‘oumz*yp people go to extremes witn l’egardrt(r v.f.('i@ }111f:>1 ilit
nwmbers of wmeals,  in their infaney. they eat \‘C}.}Qtle\iul' Lhe}i \mll; Ho
and when they ave grown up they ea ';.‘z,xui Liee or t'*'.ﬂhcu':fﬂua ;:\%'h:? i
are wrong from the point of view of a h..:—dﬂ]»y_ (151535&”!5‘(,1(5}1;.‘-, .:‘:) 11}
meal hag been laken, the stumach ghould he (-.H:fu-'ed .1(_;1‘11‘1_ ";I, a:, ‘ :,, ; ur
Liours for work ond rest. fofants :-;him,zh_% ho fed Q‘JG‘.I'}. ilfl.:zfi t;l);fin
hours, the Arst meal at 6 aat and ‘tl’_.l.(? fugt ut 1\’JV I’._.X\:la,qﬂ';-.in;\ﬁ _,Y’t%
minuies for each feed. Adults should eal every four hours with
nothing in betwoeen,

ik, and experience
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A chiild hins good snbstitufes for 3*.;'.4,!_};»4.1 s ™M
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has shown that babies brought ap ou <ol

“+ n i 1 - " -
wetitufos suel as Glaxo, Liacto

H ” . TP RTE. S bos 1 leron ‘&.’f'-ﬁ (‘,3“2:3";’1&
een, Alonbnry’s or cow’s mille self aftor it bay wndery u;; z }.}‘EJ !
BFTLy LSRR . e afer. are bealthy and
wee through the addition of snger and wafer, aro .g,ljﬁlil N (1 !

v To fo i \ g raitk afer niue months 1s bad

To fend a chold with mother’s m_.xk after wine m Jmﬁ s s bt

ig injurions to the health of hoth mather and child, Al

: rogTLe FE RO T s deme. M ere

o vid of this bad habit cughit 1o be u.n.xzr...!.3 W here
. .o, f e th , o ingd

1o and 1 on huviug s will ngainst
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I ehild heve the duteo of o Wme o au

in the morning, Then fop it have a oY éz"\‘;'v(.’z o
mather or submiifute milk. Far move naportant ‘::;mm‘
bowover, ig conjens; barley conjoe, az‘e_'r(m";.'mgtt. cr_n:;;r?e: and
Bl the very hest conjee, whicl iy less expensive thil}}‘ﬂﬂ % b T
conjer. There is no mother who :pm_:fnmj alTord tn ‘( ha/'.z f,-Ju,o:‘,:;f;,;
eonjee. [t is the cheapest foed in India and the Lest; not ouly for
children but also for grown-ups. : ] el
Tn a couniry like India with its myn'u(‘]s of poor neople LL 4&_ ':1;1{:}“
propagauda ought to be carringl on urging the peg]‘ﬂq fto .11)1{(‘;{.{“;(;
ragi econjee into their diet. Bo;l'(;hfa ragi weli‘fo:.:'.ﬂ;:(n}f ,.O?IH i,m ?
hours, then strain carvefnlly and it is a..splendld ioa;m tU-lt 1:}}}‘ .“1‘,‘1.;;*10
have seen skinny, miserable loc-)lnug chlkzxyen j.m‘u into stardy tle
boys and girls by means of ragi alone.—(Justice.) .
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We must bave an Ideal.

{(\! {‘:‘. SRIIAN T“ ; AT A N T ) e
i et AW S }"I’ 4“7»‘((,!’]—1.& “_HE_..!: k. j— J“: j 2 . ( ¥"' N ‘ { 7"‘ A i SEFR ; i -
, s Do Pun., (Oxox), Universily of Madras.)

iy d s N iy X
e Liiio;je? h‘u]ri :nnmmmr ;‘g;'\“h:z:-{‘: e why we learn Classies, why
e spena our tine and energy I frying to undevsiand eivilizatio

hl‘:ii; are dead and gope, that have no application to woder ‘1; fon
of life, and that may even sovrve as an obst‘:wﬂff:‘yo{‘l' “ 11 COT’I‘C e
) _Q‘tatter of fart the advocates of “science’ a n:'l ‘I‘);L? ﬁlrfs; . 4}‘:
fm;;b,geets": trace all the woes of modern life to Ai';(rul:”; j)llmltIVllzl‘:i:‘;:sllC‘)I‘l‘j
. AT T A o .“l'\‘ [P 14 ; - - ’ 5 " F ) i - l‘
;:g 1:)11;)1(1‘1 ;:; c{lll { Szut f:}}«ilmu h tm:s,’w}.nd‘% were dependent upon priests
38 SpDoRed L,'--'},k scicntiets ol modern eivilization. Further they say
that 3o all ancient eivilizations the ideal wag to get away fr m t;('“'
::;c»?s:ld m:xc} .{]c.) g;fu tw another world bevond, V»‘h(?]‘(il; thc‘ vtend?';lcy' I(I;

modern civilization is to make the q’)résent‘ world what tl s supp
other world was to the aneicnts, through techn I« rr"*'tlt 3 i bupp(!SO(‘l
we the advocates of “l:nzm;,mii'i:,*;:” rw;)}v ;};vz‘if 0*1-1);;“1 '}"Wb:’ ‘-foAS-_ _B‘(IE
quarrel with the scientists nor with mt,‘z: 0 vics H)‘ng} e e
of .ancient civilizations provides us xxriglill‘:;fzjf)icz;?;l} iﬁlg}‘;ﬁitf -Stm'l){
which we can lfeel). in front of wus in all our :mtivit,ies ‘wd It Z(:r gnau..
the necessary inspiration and econrage in all our éwti;‘iti@ .

Man's activities ave two-fold: one is pur negativ.
other is positive. We work focl: jtihl(;. ;eglct:vfl g:tuﬁj}r:z?fj t ltgneisa'nd tl1le
a negative side of our life. We work for ihe ;t‘;l o t ¢ some
conerete good; this is the positive side in onr iif‘*' dlnm‘?n (')f crnos
the negative and the positive sides are inextries I i n’ bC}‘ fﬂlfl “ench
other and the}f cannot be isolated. %tl Cv«l)ltl:::‘i:«;?zl v‘"tﬁvilx}:;lz‘:ii;nwiﬁ?
ot e . N g N b4 v - ) i T © "
%(;;\ no1 ‘ s.p_rﬁzc}alyeifm' ‘[ is »peod{ad‘ to briug sbout the positive,result,
1en o lamp is 1‘t, darkness vanishes; no special effort is needed §
remove the obstacle.  But in the majority of eases, and in t]ﬁo "n( *’0*
Empmtuit dﬂ(nb in our life, there is no such intimate rela tidny het:m'éz;
;c }3“0.&1‘1?[4‘»1‘ side and the negative side, between the :utain'm;,nf
of a conerete good and the removal of obstaciey. Tt you give o 1l
to a poor mun, that does net in itself solve the h.ric»i)fnn{' niﬁ I; vvf'rr‘i qt
he yet reaing peor, e hias to learn to e‘r)idyv \{w;ﬂih’ I‘,ﬂ )ul yi‘
gt:_:ﬁutory dmn.'*‘rl_%mus does not always make o «"crr‘v"v'wl*."i L~\§'A~J--AM:<‘ t‘o
free; the snbjectnatisn has to cvolve fhp irit u?‘:a l"ilrl'vl'y-'« ‘}lﬂl'nft o
A clear diserimiuation of {hig Frncarent - fdepeadenee.

o e e Qleeriie .»w"l,-.’ ‘his r..un_(l,,ﬂq.u.(_elfml direrence between
i negal & and Dos.Live “"f es ol man’s activities is @ very important
actoy in man’s happivess dnd iu the suceess of men's activitios, And
thig iy nn aititude of mind seldom, kept in \,':i_.;uw\,; 27:;' {h:\ ;n,(;{1.0?;1“-».;”:;];
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serte D ehde Copventien was hel movemeut became
setnning of the present contary, and therr

a dhsturiing facrer i the b

rivhts beeame au accomplished fact in reeent vears in mearly all
civilised eoumtries of the world, Tt is not ten years since in American
women were completely enfranchised by the Nincteenth Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States. nglund partially enfran-
chised women in 1918: the first woman menaher of the British Parlia-
ment was clected in {the same yvear, but the first woman member sal
in parliament enly in 1910, In 1928, women were completely enfran-
chised in Eneland. Tn India the preblem of women’s Tranchise was

left to the Tndian Legislaiures themsclves.

Tranchise to women made Titthe difference. Gn far as equality
is concevned, they arve not far in advanes of where they were hefore
their atatutory freedom. In America special statntory revision fis
needed to maintain the pumerieal equality of women with men in the
electoral mavhinery anif in Baeloud only two per cent. of the seats
in e Fouse of Commons have been won hy womnen, in apite of their
npumerien) majority on the eleetoral roll. Tn India ne woman has
vet heen olected to any of ithe many legislatures.

Further women change their family after their marriage. The
question of Lhe pationality of married women is still o troublesome
one.  In the matter of inheritance and iv Royal sriccession women are
not cqnals of man. Women have no right to sit in the House of
Lords. They ave excluded from Iloty Orders. Politics, industry and

? . 6T
3
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commerce, the whole of the “(‘n')l Serviee", army and olher fighting

forces—the entire machmmy of human life is still controlled by man.”

“When Jews and Catholies were given franchise, they soon eame
to the forefront of life. Disraeli, ihe Jow, was the Prime Minister of
England and Lord Ripon, the Catholie, was the Viceroy of India.
The reason is that Catholies and Jews suffered only from statutory
disabilitieu, and a mere negative nct—removal of these disabilities—
“as enongh to give them full S(‘ﬁp{‘ of citizenship. _

Tn the case of wornen, the procedure wag the same, a mere
negative one—the removal of statutory disabilitics. But therc -was
no attempt on the wositive side——to enable women to fnnetion as full
citizens, free and equals of man. The result is that when the statu-
tory disabilities are removed, they are still women and not citizens.
With few exceptions—and honourable cxceptions  too---women
enjoying full civie freedom, do not want to parl with the few Timited
advantages they enjoyed in their pasllmn as anpendages to men.

The literature of the women’s movement reveals that the
pioneers of the movement had no vision of women as men’s equals,
when sex difference has to completely disappear, with no significance
except in biology, with no importance in soeinl order amd eivie
fanctions.

Women, if mru’s equals, and not merely their equivalents,
should nurse by a sick-bed snd alzo divect the discharge of a caunon,
should push a baby’s pram and also navigate an air-ship, should buy
groceries at the store and also command. the world’s international
trade. Just as in a modern civilised State, Church denominations
have no significance, =0 also sex ghould “ease to be a factor in social
order and civie life. Tt shonld beeame a mere biological phenomenon.

In a State where the womoen are the equals of men and not merely
their equivalents, there is no room for marriage and all that marriage
signifies. We can retain the old order ard vet have equality between
men and women; then it hecomes q)armels]np on equal ferms; but
here, women are men’s equivalents and not eqguuls.

If the ideals of the women’s movement is to muke women the
equalc of men, and not merely their equivalenis, then we must have
the vision to clearly sde such a condition, and also {he covvage to
approach it.  We cannot wreek a ship and then cling to it to sceure
the spoils. It is here that our uncient civilization hu]r):: ng. There
are two fundamental doctrines in our ancient eivilization, and both
of them have a great topical interest.  One of them is that there is a
condition of life trans C(‘lldmg‘ our physical existence, which is absolule
enjoyment: it is called Svarga. The other is that you cannot get af
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WE MUST HAVE AN IDEAL

v

that Swarge by merely hreaking this life, i.c., by a mere negative
process, until you are prepaved to enst avay the physical exi
ouee and for ever, and nufi] vou are made fit by wome positive means
to enjoy that new condition. "The entire life in ancient India was
guided by these ‘(wn prinr-iﬁio:‘a '

This full vision of o condition of ideal happiness bevoud and
independent of the present lite, transcending the present life, thus gave
them inspiration to work and courage to proceed. They had c\' a.
sort of burning discontent with the present life and {hey were not
afraid fo change. This vision of an ideal happiness secured them a
maodel for approximating the present life.  Thus in spite of the other-
worldliness so transpareni in the enfire Indian rveligion, life in the
present world was of a much higher standard than what it is to-day.
Trey always fried to approximate the in -pmiect world to tlo 1do al
Suu(;u The de(’rrplmu of cities nw nalaces and of,.(hu
iu the Indian literature foeti T ol opdi

wOor iu, anoiend
]

{1l 3
two teals in %f-m:' D
3 TIGe J,

OO

angient fis

efrer conuri

any ofiier unlion,
1noreal manpiva-
VoliLoul .',ue.'h a };o.ﬁl‘h'w g 1, ail at 1mnm
shackles are 1n vain,  There is no meaning
agoe n,;]u;’-'s vou are sble and also willing to fly up and
sit on tree-tope to siny the entire moon-lit night to vour hmn = content.
The greatest weakness in all the present day aetivities in India is that
therve ig no inspivation derived from a clear positive goal: thatl there
ig no living civilization to give us inspiration and courage.

Statute beoks ean help a nation only if the nation has a developed
mind that can think clearly and a developed heart that ean feel
strongly. Att(*mpis at revising the Statute books are nniv negative.
The positive side of a nation’s activity consists in changing the inner
content of man. Statviles enly register the innee 4_-<)u!eum nf man ard
those who {ry to get these registersehanged without a corresponding
alteration in the Inner content of man are guilty of frving o fake
up a tolse balance-sheet. U de only the glory of tan aneieni Tadian
eivilization thet esn oive sy the idesl on whicl: to r'h"ﬂ«u the fnaer
contenty of man. Hhelloy and M capnol saply this i RS THR
mast have an ideal




All-Asian Women's Conference.
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME.

Mornine SESSTON, i
Registration of Delegates. Informal meeting of Dele-
gales as Subjects’ Committee,

Monduy, 19th Jenuary,

APTERNGON SESSION,
Opening of the Conference. Address of Welcome to
the Delegates by the Chairwoman of the Reeep-
tion Committee. Address of the President.

AMORNING AND AFTERNCON SHESIONS ON

FAMILY RELATIONSHUIPS

inelnding The Cuit of the Family, Ceremoniey for
Ancestors, Marriage, Motherhood, Polygamy,
Traftic in Women.

Tuesday, 20th January,

MORNING SESSION,
HEALTH.

ArtinNooN SEssioN.
EDUCATION AND RBELIGION.

MenniNg SrSsI0N,

LABOUR CONDITINNS.
Arts and Crafts. Agrieulture. Industrialism.
WOMEN AND GOVERNMENT.
Woman Franchise, Nationality of Married Women.
Women’s rational status. Laws dircetly aflecting
Women.

Wednesday, 21st January,

Thursday, 22nd Jenuary,

MorN1NG SESSION.
Sub-committecs to formulate Resolutions, especially
as regards occidental influences.

Friday, 23rd January,

ArrERNOON SESSION, )
Bocial Outing or Visits to Institutions.
Saturday, 24th January, MorNiNG SEssioN.
Passing of Resolutions,
ArTERNOON SESSION.
Future Work and closing Addrosses.

Sunday, 25th Janvary, Special Historical Expedition to another City.
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Madam,

One word, Please.

Are vyou buying Indian
Goods—clothes =~ and  fur-
nishings and all the rest .
of them ?—-—By buying

- Indian materiais you clothe

yourself in patriotic glory

This and obtain more than

:‘; Cyour money’s worth.

We have a wide range of

SILK and COTTON DRESS
GOODS, SAREES in great
style, JACKETS, DHAVA-
NIES5, BLOUSES, Erc. C
And good clothes for child-

ren too.

m%ﬁi ﬁcﬁ}%ﬂr@%iﬁ

T CHELLARAM S

TR, CLPRET a4 WL LADEED
PROGRISSAE 0s52 ¥ GUARCHATL ST

The Large Glass-fronted Shop —
8, 10, 11, Rattan Bazaar
and
White House, Walajah Road,
MADRAS.
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| | A Tower of
- Strength
IX GOOD PRESERVATION.

(Fynperor Akbar’s “ HIraN
MINAR 7" ot Fatehpur Sikri),

- Your digestion is your Tower of strength. Preserve it by using

- . COCOGEM.

- pure and refined Vegetable Cookigy Ol Made in India for Indians
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