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Is Religion Played Out? -

THE CONFLICT IN HISTORY
Address by Sadu T. L. Vaswani

Presiding at the Centenary celebration meeting of the Brahmo
Samaj in Hyderabad (Sind), Vaswaniji in the course of his address
said :—

“I cannot claim for me the label of any particular samaj. Like
some of the bhhikkus of old I may say that I have “gone from home
to homelessness.” I wish to belong to all. In my heart is a vision of
the Free Church of the Spirit. Its flag is the mantra of Unity ; and its
colour is the synthetic colour of love. "In love I come to you. In love
and reverence I pay homage to the departed Leaders of the Brahmo
Samaj. To Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Maharishi Debendranath
Tagore, to Sri Keshub Chandra Sen, P. C. Mozumdar and other
apostles of the Nava Vidhan, to the Acharyas and organisers of the
Adi and the Sadharan Samajas, to Ranade and Chandravarkar of the
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Prarthana Samaj, to Sadhu Navalrai and Sadhu Hiranand and thei
devoted disciples in 5ind,—1 offer the salutations of my spirit. I :”
“mot mentioning all: bat to all collectively I mentally bow <in l(lve ax:nd
reverence.
| .“ A century ago the Brahmo Samaj started on its mission and
during the ceuntury the man of India has changed more than mo t
may know. Through all the c¢hanges and chances of the time whicsl
has elapsed, the Brahmo Samaj has borne witness to one great trnth1
—the necessity of spiritual regeneration. 1 holl that the problem n;
freedom is, at heart, a spiritual problem. Treedom is a category of
;he Zpiritnal order. The Spirit of Freedom is God Himself, And
reedom may not really be wo i i X f i
“This is often i)gnored-nv\:;“:)tltl;(‘antl(;:lel oot
This : 3 much value to mere
organisation: we neglect the unit. In history we see a conflict
between organisation and unit. Wae build organisations, often, at the

expense of the deeper interests of units. And when organisations

become Dbig, complex, and strong they aim at perpetuating and
strengthening their power rather than becoming channels of service
to humanity. So nations fight with one another and nation:cultq
become’aggressive, egoistic. War and violence are children otf
aggressive nation-cult<. Big organisations are like the disease of
dropsy : swollen limbs, but the life within is stifled: So religions
with their emphasis on outer forms and creeds have become organi-
sations of power rather than instruments of service and thus have
stifled the spirit of life. Religions have quarrelled with one another:
and quarrels spring often from ignorance and arrogance. The ver);
character of Truth demands that it cannot be the monopoly of any
one religion. For Truth is not a “possession” but life: and the law of
life is expansion, development; religion should be a call to a life of
ever-growing realisation and ever-advancing service. Possession is
stagnation. Life’s aspiration is :—Forward forever: The Rshis and
saints, the seers and mystics had this vision of religion as life light
and love. ’ '

*“ But when this vision is sought to be imprisoned in an organi-
sation which by its very complexity and hardness sits heavy upon the
free life of the individual, ther.l religion becomes g ceremonial, a

quotation from the scriptures, an echo from the past, a form. a creed ;
i H b

and creeds are broken reeds! And since creeds arise out of a

consciousness of separation, they inevitably tend to antagonise one
the other and harden into sectarianism.

1 2

Religions were meant to be brothers. Today they quarrel as
rivals, Communal, tribal and national ‘gods’ have held sway when
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what the sad world needs is Communion with the Spirit Universal,—
the Spirit of Truth, Beauty and Love. All over the world a new
movement in Religion is needed,—one which would emphasise the
value of the unit, the value of individual development, personal
experience, and inner renewal. Numbers have their importance in
the politics of democracy, nof in the life of the spirit. TFor, this life,
the truly religious life, is a life of growth in Truth, Beauty and Love.
And these eternal values do not depend for their validity upon votes
of the majority. God isin a minority, and His prophets and saints
have, oftener than not, been persecuted and rejected.

“The call of religion is to a life of love; and love is the eternal
need of humanity ; hence the eternal value of religion, Truly great
was India in the long ago; and she was great in the power of this
vision of religion as reverence for the one Life in all, as worship of
Love and Sacrifice ; and modern India will not be great again without
a new appreciation and assimilation of this supreme vision of Her
sages and poets and prophets of the inner life. Modern India’s urgent
need is an inner movement of the Spirit with its message of harmony
of religions and brotherhood of humanity and love and reverence for
the poor and the sub-human God. Religion is Yoga or Unity—Yoga
of science with faith, of aspiration with action, of work with worship,
of knowledge with character, of nationality with bumanity. Religion
is the Yoga of life with Love,

Are you Afraid of Death?

IT IS MERELY RE-BIRTH * .

I wonder how many of us can admit that we are afraid of death ?
I admit it frankly, yet why should I be afraid of what, when you
contemplate it, you see no reason to believe it to be harsh or difficult ?

It is our very vitality of the moment that makes us quail as
I believe all sincere people who dare acknowledge the truth must be
apprehensive. I am sure that we goun (declares Urczula Bloom, in
the Sunday Express).

Oblivion could not be frightening. I believe that the dead are
very near to us, and that, should they wish to do so, they can visit us
or see us at any time they so desire.

I do not think that they are worried by our difficulties, or
distressed by our doubts, because seeing it from the side of Infinity
they realise how transitory those problems must be.
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To see the Divine in the drudgery of daily life is the discipline we
need to purify our inner bodies.

* *

The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to sinners twice-born. And |
kuow of na better way to re-birth than daily prayer and saf-suny.
. * * *

Darkness is far apart from blindness. I see pictures in the dark.
And in the dark cometh the Blessed One,

* i %

Out of meekness cometh might.  {n tenderness is a spring of

ngth.
streng ) , .

T «eo the silver hair on my head and I say:—Hercis a messenger
from the ‘uext” world!

* * *

None may find God unless first God tinds hm.
E'S * #

To meditate is to escape the tyranny of the world of sense and be
linked up with another world—the world of Unseen Helpers,
4 * =
Tupas has its value, partly, in burning the effects of come past had
Karma,
* * %
In ‘ecstasy ' itself is there not an olement of anguish ? The vision
of the Blessed One is Joy. Is it notalso, anguish? Is not His Flute,
also, the Cross ?
In your letter is an authentic note of the Voice of Love. You have
suffered ; therefore be of good cheer ; you have loved and lost; there-

fore be strong ! You bave in you, Radha like, the yearning of a young

heart: therefore are you blessed. You have followed the Flute:

therefore are you of the chosen few. 1 send you my greetings of love.
* * ,

Will “ politics " solve the Indian problem? A living fellowship
with Krishna and Buddha and Chrvivt—
—is India’s urgent need.

+*

with the Rshis and the Sainte

* *

There is one master-key which opens the door to all the hidden
treasures of life, viz,, LOVE
* *

Let your life be a candle burning, burning with

. : light. Thi be your
service. Life teaches better than lips. ¢ nehed
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After winter cometh spring. And after death is—life! Kven as
water ascending as vapour to the skies returns to the earth as rain, even
so death returns as life,

* * *

Look ! how patient is the snn with the growing grass | Patient are
the servants of God with the ways of men—patient with injury and
ingratitude, with hate and scorn.

* ¥ *

Silence is not emptiness. (lo into silence! You will find it filled

with music and with pictures of a new world—the world of Unseen
Helpers.
* * *
You wish to know! Are you prepared to kill the lower mind ?
* * *
Study the law of the little. Goodness grows on us little by little,
Kivil overcomes us little by little. Beware of the little.

* #*

*

Does the Goal seem still far-off ? Don’t be depressed. One step,—
one step forward,—is enough!
3 * *

As a dove flies home, so do my thoughts fly to Thee, O Lord! in
the midst of my daily work.
+ * *
The lotus flower exhales perfume: so does the truly spiritual
man send out purity and love from every pore in his body.

* % *

You will see the truth in the measure in which truth is within you.
* * *

The Guru is a path-pointer. It is for you to choose,

A Great Astika
Sir T. Sadasiva Aiyar
A SKETCH
By K. V. Sesha Aiyangar

The two years that have intervened since the passing over of Sir
T. SadasivalAiyar have borne eloquent testimony to the unique position
in public life which he occupied, and to the soundness of the practical
idealism that inspired his life. These years have also revealed to us
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the rich legacy he has bequeathed to his country, a legacy not of
silver and gald but of the shining example of life worthily

lived and
ideals pursued with =feadfastness and courage,

For two generations,
Sir T. Sadasiva Aiyar strove to give disciplined aud constiuctive

expression to the new forces thut are causing ferment tl

wwoughout the
country,

For two generations he sought to effectuate that synthesis
which is baffling our hest efforts, the synthesis between the old and the
new, between the aspirations genernted by contuct with the culture of
the West, and the spivitof the precopls of the hoa ry Scriptures of Indin.
His whole life was the expression of a continuons experiment in
making a successful graft between those two cultnres which though in
many respects antagonistic, ave vet complementary.

The fruits of that experiment, we have ‘
great Sadhanas of [linduism for self preparation, He dedicated that
preparation to the service of his fellowmen. e combined the scholar-
ship and the indusiry of a pandit with the infecting optimism and the
aggressive zeal of a college undergraduate. In o country and among
a people functioning largely under the blinkers of tradition he ot up
the standard of the right of private judgment in m
less than secular.

known,  He wielded the

atters spiritual no
At the risk of unpopularity he championed the
cause of the weak against the strong. of the oppressed against the
oppressor, and of the despoiled against the spoliator. Was it a descerv-
ing cause needing support, or a nsefy] movement struggling for
recognition, there Sadasiva Aiyar was with the enthusinsm of youth

and the wisdom of age, with far-seeing vision and firm resolve, giving

raely of his time a 3 ivi : ; :
froely e and purse, giving above all, the backing of his

sterling reputation and character.
He had the complex personality of
times presented a puzzle to friends and

agree that the roots of his personality were deeply embedded i
unshakable allegiance to God. The foremost fact and t )
life was the intensity of his devotion,
was his eager

an advanced sowul which soma-

strangers, Al however had to

an
actor in his

/ Second to that and only to that,
ness and determmation, to transmute that

service. In the profundity of emotional experience, in the rapidit
with which devotional exaltations are attained 1
believe it was during these moments that he Y
framed thf)se propositions of faith, that startled the public and rivetted
its attention on the problems to which his whole life furnished an
vicion of the long march of

devotion in

ho stood alone. [
saw those visions and

answer. In those moments he saw the

irr?perfect .hur.nanity advancing to perfection.  From that lieight and
with that insight he made thoxe resolutions, to which he afterwards
adhered through hours of trial ang difficulty oA

resolutions which in their
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full implication spelt a fundamental ve-ovientation of social life and
outlook, spelt the casting off of the worn out ferms of religions life and
vitality, but health aud energv to the substance of the religious
prineiple.

He was a greal pioneer. With rigorous logic he deduced direct
corollaries from the propositions of bhis faith, and with rare eourage
gave effect to them in condust, with a suddenuess and simplicity that
struek consternation among f{riends and aggravated the hostilities of
his eritics. To him the compromise of a princinie was unthinkable. Tt
was tantamountl to cowardice and surrender hoth of which were
incompatible with a temperament of which courage was a normal part.
Like all pioneers he was imperfectly understood and needlessly criti-
cised. 'These criticisms were encouraged, by the frank and unconven-
tional tone which he adopted in bis uiterances. lle had the true
controversialist’s joy in battle, and raised and enjoved controversies.
Criticism he always took in good part without any trace of sourness,
He had a public sense as fine as that of any public man.  Steadfast in
his own loyalties, he freely tolerated wide divergences in views and
practices. Indeed he felt these differences not merely as inevitahle
incidents in changing times but as hopefu! signs of a rapid socisl
evolution. Tis most bitter opponents could not deny him the trans-
parent sincerity of his character, the utter hunesty of parpuse, and the
high idealism that pervaded his life.

This probably is oue explanation of the apparent riddle presented
by the great popularity he onjoyed in spite of the unpopularity of his
views and social practices. lle had a mystic charm that attracted
people to him and retained their affection and regard in spite of their
antipathy to his opinions and conduct. Not much of a upeaker, he drow
more audionces than many others gifted with the faculty of speech, Of
him it may tealy be said that people who came to scoff remained to
listen with curiosity vapidly changing to intevest and respect by the
time he finished. To-day, two years after his death the Madras publie
is still searching for the person who will fill his place and give that
inspiration and momentum to public work which he gave. The presence
of his energetic and vivacious personality at a meeting was as the
presence of ten. By his side young men felt inspired and old men felt
young. Where shall we find another like him to whom advanecing
years brought growing freshness and iucreasing hope and who gave
freely of his life with a lavishness and sense of duty all his own.

We have known him as a student of the Bhagavad Gita striving
to relate its priceless truths, to the immediate needs of the time and

the conditions of contemporary life, Wo have known him as the
2
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enthusiastic and inspiring  expounder of Srimad  Bhagavatha
harma of the present age. Wo cannot
help thinking of him as a great Bluitg of Sri Krishaa

engaged in the discovery of the
) s hie himeelf
loved to he known, to whom the very mention of
Krishna would bring transports of iy,
as the untiring social

the name of Sri
We love to chorish Lis name
worker toiling for the emancination of the
country from remediable wrongs, and as a patriol who kept to the post
of duty in public life with courage and faith when communal passions
raged and lesser persons were sweph off their feot and landed into

hostile camps. Of him it may be mare traly said th
that tasks in hours of insight willed wore through hours of  gloom
fulfilled.

This is not the place to refer to hig work as a judicial officer. The
chorus of praise which greeted him when he lay down the reins of his

office is proof of its high chamecter. Tt was the least part of his
personality cutside the court house, 7 l

a of many others

‘ Nevertheless it is impossible not
to allude to the outstanding eminence which he earned for himself as a

judge who was a humanist ux well 4x alawver endesvouring within
limitations and boundaries of his office to 1 )

anens ring rules of law into con-
formity with the evolving

! toclal consciousness of {he people. He
combined unfailing courtsey with strict impartiality. A

independence and a passionnte love of justice w
features of his jucicial

fearless
ore the outstanding
. administration which was  capable both of
intricate subtilities and of ruthless directness, as exigencies ealled

them forth for the rendering of justice far which alone courts exist

In reminding ourselves of the lifo (hat shed its listro und‘ fl'ag.rq.n(\e
over this Presidenecy  for two generations We Are not merely pa(yit;g
homa'ge to a‘a‘reat soul whose personality was a veritable peak orf
idealism, but invoking the power that sustained that life, a power which

the spirit of the times is making increasingly manifest in  the years
that have followed and which bids fair to secure ‘
and spiritual mutations that were the steady
Sir. T. Sadasiva Aiyar. A

ere long those secular
objective of the life of
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Amendment to Sarda Act

[We gladly give ingsertion to the following from “Swarajya” Editor].
WOMEN'S PROTEST

Mrs. M. K. Cousins writes :— .

In view of the reports appearing in the Indian Press regarding
proposals to make radical changes in the Child Marriage Restraint Act
of Harbilas Sarda, the Women’s Indian Association has sent the
following telegram to thio Viceroy :

“The Women's Indian Association appeals to your Excellency to
uphold the Sarda Act intact, and to disallow any amendment or change
on any grounds. The proposed/ amendments will nullify all expecta-
tions of social reformers, especially of women, who are the chief
sufferers under the present customs.”

It has also sent the following to the Home Member in time to
reach him before vesterday’s Execntive Council Meeting :—

“The Women’s Iudian Association, eighty Branches throughout
India, most emphatically protests against the proposed amendments of
the Sarda Act. When the Age of Consent Law could not make the
enforcement of consummation after thirteen certain, the undertaking
of parents to prevent consummation before fourteen is onliy the camou-
flage of reactivnaries and will be impossible to carry out. The
Government must uphold a Law passed by eighty-seven Legislative
Assembly Members against fourteen, upheld by the preponderance of
public opinion and esjecially by women’s organisations everywhere.”

Association’s Memorandum

The Association sent forward to the Government in July last a
Memorandum from the representative women and Women's Associa-
tions of the Madras Presidéncy, a reasoned and detailed document
which carried great weight at the Assembly discussion, as did also the
telegram from Madras urging the passing of the Sarda Act. No
evidence has come forward since then to controvert the arghments
.then brouéht forward. The attempt to allow parents to marry their
girls at twelve at their own undertaking to prevent consummation
before fourteen cuts back on one of the chief reasons for the passing of
the Bill, viz., to save thousands of girls from the widowhood which
satistics have shown, becomes their lot between the ages of twelve and

fourteen, and also to prevent s:exu'z,i.LJ' aiions taking place before
fourleen which even the Age pf,Goflse i
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neans of ¢ '
1 Nm. ”f a gnarviage certifiento of age connected with also the logral
age of birth theee two intense evils will be averted hy

tho enforcement
of the Sarda Act as il stands,

The {istances oiven | i p
e lnstances given in the daily papers of childron of thros aud

four veais arried i i i [
vears old being married in thie panic of a minority of orthodoxists
shows haow absolutely n

ecessary it 18 o save people from the extremeos
of orthodoxy wi

ieh becomes inhuman, cruel, and subversive of science
trae veligion snd national weifave, There is a groat deal of oxag(;’l‘l'él:
tmf‘ of numbers current regarding the rush to marry girls and h‘ow
before the fisst of April,  1Cis doplorable that the ln;linn people m'\;(-
an inflated morbid publicity of thoe ) b

. A woportionately small number
which even in ituelf is o dirgraco

' : to their civilisation in the eyes of all
¢ worle /! . '
¢ world, -\\ renone compares calmly the actual number of marriages
celebratod in even the most orthodoxist Centres witl

would bo celebr: O 3 G " .

uld be celebrated over a sevies of the oming vears in the ordinary
R Il L <

he '

12 Act was thought of, it will be scen that the

= who will be saved from :
imbe : l & a cruel fate by the
Sarda Act, will be millions compared with the .

rushed through this weelk.

v the number which

course of event= hefore
number of boys wnd givl

few thousands actually

Avppeal to Public

AA“‘\'V Werknessany vaclilation on the part of the Cloverpwent, an
whittling down now of the Act's Conditions will be not onl r ,\t’ ‘1 V
manlike but vidicwlous, in view of the fuct that those who \‘Ln dt;
orthodox have already had time to make the SurdakAct ') L“Lxl-"m'““; ;
marrying their children during the last six months -,m)(]m;i:zl,-f;w‘e :y
kl‘ower inany way the ages and the conditions of the‘ Sarda Ac:l U!IOI IO
“shutting the door of the stable after the steed has goﬁe " e
The Association appeals to every reformer and e\,e,..
to send forward telegrams and Resolutions to Dell ‘

those who on the spot are fighting the forces of re

Y orgaunisation
1T su as to uphold
action.

e y Q. : b N
Uhe bdptapa_d1 ”in Hindu
Marriage '
SHOULD 1T GO

The Iadian S cial Beformer of the 15th March writes:—

The Saptapudi or ' seven steps " is the central rite the perform

ance of which is indispensable in a valid Hindu marriage. In the
orthodox ceremony, the bridegroom takes the bride seven stei)s by the

'S
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sacred five, touching her feet and planting it at each step. When the
seven steps arve taken, the marriage is complete and binding for all
time. The late Sir Ramakrishna Bhandarkar, one of the founders and
loaders of the Bombay Prarthana Samaj, and u great Sanskrit seholar,
revised the orthodox rite leaving out the homa or sacred fire and other
incidents savouring of idol-worship, but keeping the Saptapadi, for use
by members of the Samaj. He had the collabaration of eminent Hindu
lawyers, and it was thought that the revised rite will be valid in law,
and that a marrisnge celebrated according to it, will be a valid marriage.
The Bombay Prarthana Samaj, unlike the Calcutta Brahmo Samua}, was
particuiar about maintaining continuity with the parvent faith, and Bir
Ramakrishun was ospecially strong on this point. He and other
loaders, therefore, had eonscientious vbjections to make tho declaration
ropudiating belief in tho older religions, which the Special Marriage
Act of 1872, requires of parties to marriages under ils provisions and
many marriages have been performed according to the Bliandarkar
rite, and all marriages in Dr. Bhandarkar’s family have been celebrated
according to it, without vegistration. We believe that in one case the
Bombay High Court held that a marriage under {hat rite was a valid
marriage. The position has since been changed by thie passing of Gour’s
Act which has done away with the repudiation clause in the case of
¢ivil marriages among Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, and othor Hindu sects
including the Brahmo Samaj and the Arya Samaj. We are, therefore
surprised to see an editorial in the Subodl Palvika advocating the
omission of Suptapadi from the Bhandarkar rite, on the ground, not of
its being idolatrous, but of its being derogatory to the latest ideas
about the equality of women. To Sir Ramakrichna Bhandarkar and
his friends and colleagues, the dignity of womanhood was not a
strange idea, and the Subudh Patrikd’s reasoning is a reflection on
the pioneers of the Theistic reform movement. The proposal seems to
us to be inspired merely by a sense of ennui which, for want of a better
object, tries to find satisfaction in moving things about just as an outlet
to its pent-up energies.

: b
Asian Women’s Conference
DR, TAGORE'S SUPPORT
The following letter sent by Dr. Rabindranath Tagore before he
loft India to the organisers of the proposed All Asian Conference of
women will be read with interest:
“T have read the letter proposing an Asian Women’s Conference
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.

with deop interest, and 1 hasten to tell you that | oon entirely in
syiupathy with the movement which you proposo to inavuenrate, The
consolidation of the cultural consciousness of the Orient is the preli-
minary step for the enrichment of warld culture, and as women are
the fundamental custodinns of the cultural fife, it will Le mest valuable
for them to meet and strongthen their understanding of e gifts that
Asia bas to offer to the world.

Wishing your movement the rucecess it richly desorves,

RABINDRANATH TAGORE.

Vigilance Work In The Madras
Presidency
By K. V. Sesha Aiyangar: M.A., B.l., Advocate and

Secretary, Madras Vigilance Association

The Madras Vigilance Association after five years of hard
work amidst difficulties and depression has secured the passing
of the Brothds Bill into Law. In any well ordered sociely func-
tioning in conformity with the Dharma Shastras there ought to
be no need for an Association to counteract Traffic in Vice. If how-
ever even a fraction of what has heen revealed in the evidenco before
the Select .Committee on the Brothels Bill is true, we are having a
state of things in our urban centres, where tender girls of school going
age are sold into sexual slavery for fifty or sixty rupees. They are
drudged for a few years and after having been used up, are flung into
the scrap heap of diseased and discarded humanity. No responsible
citizen can contemplate such a state of things with equanimity. The
Mudras Vigilance Association is the challenge of modern social
conscience to this new evil.

If the experience of other countries especially in the West, where
the vice has probably prevailed longer and tiken deeper root is of any
value to us in India it is to demonstrate thut belated action in this
matter may be practically futile. As the Honourable, the Advocate
General, pointed out in the course of his "address in seconding the
adoption of the report the causes that make traffic in vice possible and
profitable are such as are likely to persist and grow under the present

conditions, and the nature of the evil such as to call forth all our
resources for combating it with success.

4
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The scheme of the Madras Bill for the suppression of Immoral
Traffic is two-fold. One portion of the Bill is directed to the preven-
tion of the continuance of the. Traffic, by the enactment of suitable
penalties for those that participate in it. Another portion of the Bill
is devoted to the rescue an'l care of minor girls entrapped by the
Traffickers. As the Honourable Mr. Justice Venkatasubba Rao
ohserved an essential feature of the campaign against commerecialised
vice is the existence of properly cquipped places where the children
rescued from Brothels can, find homely care, and get the training for a
life of usefulness. It was truly generous of Mr. Justice Venkatasubba
Rao to have stated that the services of the Madras Seva Sadan to the
extent to which it can be of use will be available for this purpose.

The Bill itself is only a weapon in the public campaign against
organised vice. The possession of the weapon cannot by itself ensure
success in the struggle. In this as in other fields of voluntary work
the result achieved will depend entirely upon the extent of public
support moral and material that is given to the cause. That support
will be required hoth in getting the sanctions of the bill eftectively got
into operation, and in giving human chances of normal life to those
who have already been victimised in the past.

It has also to be pointed out that unless along with the
efforts specially directed towards the eradication of commercialised
vice timely steps are taken to remedy the distressing economic
conditions of woman that prepare the ground for Immoral Traffic,
we shall not have solved the problem. After all who are the
women that get drawn into these social eddies, What is the
history of Fantine? "It is society buying a slave.” From whom?
From misecy, from hunger, from loneliness, from abandonment. A
soul for a bit of bread. Misery makes the offer. Suciety accepts it. Tt
is said that slavery had disappeared from our civilisation. This isa
mistake. It still exists......... it weighs now up>n woman, that is to say,

_upon grace, upon feebleness, upon beauty and upon maternity. Thisis

not one of the least of man’s shames "—Les Miserables.

—————— e —
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least afew of the helpless victims of this traffic from their ife of

shame, wretchednoss and misery.  The Bill in Madras went fucther in

many respeets than the legisiation inEngland and in other parts of India.

He believed that the suceessful working of the new measure to a vory

great extent would depend upon the right type of rescue homes boing
provided bty the private, philanthropic and Governmental support. The
legislative measure was hut the tirst step in the campaign against the
evil. The Vigilance Associntion had set to itself Lhis task and the
success aftending its etforts entirely depended upon public support,
moral and material, that was extended to it. The work of the Associa

tion was one i which every citizen conld render some help and he had
no doubt that the response would he great.  In conclusion, the speaker
paid a tribute to Mr. K. V. Sesha Lyengar for the untiring efforts he
had taken to get the Bill passed. The speaker was glad that a taember
of his own profession was able to do much and hoped that morce
members of the profession would follow the example of Mr, K. V. Sesha
Iyengar.

The report was then udopted.

Work in Rescue Homes

Dr. Martha Voegeli Arva then spoke about rescue work in the
city. She =aid that as one connected intimately with the Madras
Childron’s Aid Sociely she knew the conditions ol the helpless and
anfortunate viciims to this vice, The Act could not b-e piassed
into effect because suftficient provision had not been made for rescue
homes wherein the rescued girls could be lodged, fed and educated.
She helieved that in the long run these rescue homes chould come
under the control of the State for it was the only authority which could
cope with the demands. In the absence of Government rescue homes,
it was necessary that the public should raise funds to have ,'such holmes,
Speaking about the natuve of such homes, the speaker said that it all
depended upon the needs of the inmates. The home should not only
be a home to the children but should also be a school giving them some
training. In school home for these fallen women and for gi.l'ls rescue.d
from brothels, provisioun should be made for a thorough medical oxami-
nation of a girl before she was admitted in the home. She was.of
opinion that a rescue home should be in charge of a woman with
training in medicine. Proceeding, she said that the remand home in
which young delinguents were now kept was not a suvitable home for
girls rescued from brothels. The remand home should be used only
for children who showed criminal tendencies, She hoped that tho
Government would support the Vigilance Association which was doing
very useful work.
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Srimati N. Visalakshi Ammal next addressing in Tamil appealed -
to the educated women to become hounorary workers in the field for it
was only women who could do this work effectively and successfully.

His Excellency's Speech

His FKxcellency in winding up the proceedings said that it was a
fact that every civilised country had realised nowadays that such an
association as the Madras Vigilance Association was doing an immense
amount of good to the fallen women in large cities. He was
glad that the Lord Bishop of Madras had made it clear in his speech
that it was not the function of the Association to usurp the duties of
the police. Its main function was only to create public opinion in such
a way as to remove the evils from their midst. He thought th.at the
Brothels Act, which had been referred to by the speakers was a notabla
instance of that. It was the pressure of public opinion which made the
Legislative Council pass this legislation. He quite realised that the
Act did not go quite so far as some ladies and gentlemen would like it
to go, and from the speeches made it had been made quite clear that the
Act would have been more satisfactory if in it provision had been
made for the establishment of rescue homes. But he would like to
tell them on this occasion that they were not legislating for the Madras
Jity alone but for the whole Presidency and it was quite possible that,
if provision had boen made in the Act, not only the City of Madras
would demand a home, but all the large towns in the Presidency would
demand such homes and as such the provision should have been a
very large sum, which at this time the Government could not see its
way to grant. Whether there was provision for such homes in the Act
or not, they mnst now find other ways for the provision of these homes.
In such matters he had always held the opinion that the homes like
those contemplated in the Act would always be better worked if they
were under the control of private administration than if they were
under Government control. In these homes one of the first escantials
was that there should be a great deal of human sympathy shown. Thoe
unfortunate women who were brought into it must feel that they
would receive sympathy from the management, He had always falt
that this human sympathy could be much better given in homes which
were run in semi-private capacity rather than in homes which were

entirely under Government control. 'This was his personal opinion in
the matter.

Proceeding, His Kxcellency said that the work was such a good
one that he did not think any one would shrink from the tusk that lay
before them and was confident that if an appeal for funds were made,
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"they would get an adequate response.

amount which would enable them to male a beginning in the city. He
suggested to the memhers of the Association to appeal to &

minded people to help the Association with
rescue homes.

At any rate they could get that

enerons-
funds to enable it to build
He thanked the membors of the executive committee

for g'iving him the opportunity to proside over their annual public
meeting and wished the efforts of the Association all suceess and long
vears of beneficial work for humanity. ‘

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi proposed a vote of thanks to His
Kxcellency for the great encouragement he had given to the Associv-

ation and for the appeal made by him on behalf of the Association.
The mesting then terminated.

Information Wanted

We shall be very grateful if gentlemen interested in 'the Rama-
yana will kindly intimate to us the sources from which we can get
useful information for an original and exhaustive literary work on the
Ramayana we intend to bring out soon, Communijcations regarding
original manuscripts, photos, pictures, paintings or any other rare
material calculated to be useful will be thankfully received and
acknoyvledged. Charges for any material, if requived, shall also be
paid which must be settled beforehand through correspondence,

(BABA) RAGHAVADAS
Hanuman Prasad Poddar

‘KALYAN' OFFICR, GORAXHPUR.
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Jabala, Maitrayani, Shvetashvatara, Atma, Amtitabindu, Agneyi, Garbha, } !
Pranagnihotri, Sarvasara, Parama Hamsa and Brahma. 250 pages. Will be'{:
sent iree of cost on receipt of seven annas for postage, etc. The applicant must § |
declare that he can read and understand the Marathi language at least tolerably. } '

H.R.BHAGAVAT BA, : *
Secy. Ashtekar & Co. Poona Cil):_- h"
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Bharata Samaj
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Stands for ‘Unity’, ‘Purity’ & "Service.
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Depots: BOMBAY & MADRAS.
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VEGETARIAN FOODS

Wa wppend a short list of Vegetarian Foodstutts, which
cat be recommended for their nutrient value and for their
appetsing  Havours.  Some are ready for use, and others
may he made to form the basis ot a variety of delicious .bshes.

Many ave rich in vitamin content.

CEREAL FOODS (Breskfast) FRUITS IN SYRUP (contd.)

Quaker Oats, Grape Nuts,
Force, Puffed Rice, Corn-
Flakes, Shredded Wheat, ete.

Strawberries, Cherrices,
Fruit Salud | ok

! , BEVERAGES.
CEREAL FQODS (Various)

“Comango” Orauge and Lemon
Maecaron, Yermicell, Saga,
Tapioea, Semolina, Corn Flour, Barley,

Suash, Eose's Lime Juaice, ote.
.

Oatmenl, cte. MAKMITE
DRIED FRUITS A Yeast Extract, purely vegotable, yeb
Currants, Raisins, Sultanss, having the properties of —meat
Figs, Apricoty, Peachies, extract.
‘runes, Apple Chips and Rings, cte,
‘ ‘ ¥ VEGETABLES
HONEY

Asparagus, Tomatoes, (reen Peas,
Various., with or wathout com . -
B 5 « hout comb. Corn, Suceotash,

SYRUP e Vegetarian Baked Beans (containing no

sat). Mushrooms, Parsnips, ete.
Golden and Maple. meat), Mushrooms, 1

JAMS & MARMALADE SALAD OIL
Various, best English Briunds. Pure Olive.
BISCUITS BUTTER
Various, Huntley & Palmer's, ote, Government Dairy. Finest Australian

FRUITS IN SYRUP e

Apricots, Peaches, Poars, CHEESE

F i“("lpp\ps Gr .
e y e H
reengages, Cheddar, Dutch, Cream, ete.

For Prices of the above and other Vegetarian
Foodstuffs see our Stores List
sent free upon request,

SPENCER & CO., LTD., MOUNT ROAD.

MADRAS.
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