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FROM THE»PRES DENT
| 1 T,
THE S. L. T. U, AND THE LAST ELEC%N

o
N

In accordance with the mandate of the last Provincial Ed@;ﬁlb/it)nal
conference, the S. I. T. U. puf up its own candidate for the University constitu-

~
)

ency ; with what result we all know. A ‘ .

I am not crying over spilt milk; nor finding fault with our brethren as
lacking in professional solidarity. ’

The election cost something to the candidate and the S. I. T. U. that put

‘him up. That too was inevitable ; but there was an avoidable waste. If about
925 more people had voted for the candidate our security amount of Rs. 250/

_would not have been forfeited. As it is the 5. 1. T. U. has, in all honour, to make
good that amount.

The financial position of the S.I.T. U. is too well-known to be recount-

_bd i1.1 detail to our own brethern. T expect 500 teachers oub of our huge army
*of 15,000 and more to send us 8 as. each so as to make up the amount forfeited.
The total ameunt received will be acknowledged and no names would be men-
tioned. I feel confident that this appeal of mine would be respondent to. .

In all humility.
S. K. YEGNANARAYANIER,

President of the S. 1. T. U.
II

THE BENARES TRIP

: Olu‘ readers will be delighted to know that we have very encouraging
response in the matter of running a special train to Benares for the conference.
, We want some more members to make up the minimum of 250 third class tickets
and hénce the period for the pre-payment of Railway fare as advance *as been
‘extended up to the 25th of this month. Even those who have not registered
themselves may join the party and pay the regiétration fee of 8 as together
with Rs. 60/- as advance. The remaining amounts to be paid in advance are the
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‘dmo charges of Rs. 50 to be paid before the .5th of December, Rs. 25/-
Lvance for sight seeing and Rs. 2/- each to get enrolled as members of *the

e Reoeptlon Committee. The last two items are to be handed over to the leader or

to thé Secretary before starting. I earnestly hope that the extension of the period

will be availed of fully by those who did not join the party in tinie.
In all enthusia,_ém,
S. K. YEGNANARAYANIER,
President of the S.1.T. U.
111 |
THE BENARES CONFERENCE

We teachers in South India have a duty to do by the First All Asian.

Educational Conference to be held in Benares in the coming Xmas season. All
praise to those who have joined the party and have come forward af great sacrifice

of time and money to participate in the actual deliberations of the conference.

Yet even those who could not do so have an opportunity to serve the Conference.”

Those who stay behind are bound to enlist themselves as members of-the Reception

Committee and pay Rs. 2/- towards the general expenses of the conference.

This is the least that the stay-at-homes can do and should do. The amount may

be sent to the Sesretary of the S. I. T. U. at 41, Singarachari Street Triplicane,
;Ma,dms, so as to reach him before the 15th of December, 1930. I hope they will.

3 L
7 : : In beaming hope,
8. K. YEGNANARAYANIER,

President c;f the-S. IT U. -

Geography

An Up-to-dste Series of Human Geographies.

By E.C.T. Horniblow, B. Sc., (Econ) NR.G.S., Illustratedby Norman Howard

People and Children of Wonderful Lands. Re. 1 4 6
Wonderful Travels in Wonderful Lands. Re. 1 6 6|
Our Own Lands (The British Isles). Re. 111 O
The Americas.: ' Re. 1.11 6
“The Old World: Europe and Africa: ~ In Preparation
~ Euro-Asia : Australasia.

g ~ ““Lands and Life”—Human Geographies.

Europe : Including British Isles. do .
. The Modern World : Its Religions, People do
" and Great Nations. ’

i
New Picture Geographies. . %
%

»
.
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By C. Midgley, M.Sc, Lecturer in Geography and in Geography method
at Selly Park Training College Birmingham.

. Peoples of the world. | Re. 1 0 6
» 2. More Peoples and Other Lands. In Preparation
» 3. The World’'s Workers. - do
» 4. The Worlds and the Homeland. do
‘ - ——
. The A. L. Geography Study-Books—The world s
ByWEWestBScI‘RGS Re. 106%
“MACMILLAN & Co., Ltd,,
(Incorporated in England)
Madras, Bombay and  Calcutta.
mmmmm&mmmg
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’.guc Physical Culture’
e BY
R . SJT. S. SUNDARAM,

ecs. : .
. Pleadeg, Bangalore.

A Self instructor in Yoga-asanas,

Pranayam and Yogic cure.

All poses are illustrated
with 20 Photo Blocks.

Wrapper bound Re. 1 Calico bound Re. 1-8

Postage As. 4 extra.

Also Yogic Physical Culture Chart.
Price As. 4. Postage 0-1-0 extra.

For copies apply to .—
The Brahmacharya Publishing House,

Kengeri, Bangalore,

-

Modern Hous
For High class Optical Goods.

Superior glasses fitted with the late
fashionable frames. Concession charge w
be given to the teachers and the staff of t
educational institutions. Occulists prescri
tions dispensed with accurately. Moffu
orders promptly and neatly executed.

Please call or write to :

SREE HARI & Co.,

QOphthalmic Opticians
(Near Gangatkondom niandapam)

Triplicane, MADRAS.

»

History Text-books

By
G. V. RAMA AYYAR. B.A..L.T..

History Assistant,

Town High School, Kumbak;onam.

1. A History of KEngland in
Tamil for * higher Forms.
revised in accordance with
the new sylalbus we 1 4

2. Tanjore District History 0 5
3. Stories from Indian History 0 5
4, A History of

- Form I o 07
5. Do. FormIIL ... 0 9
6. Do. - Form IIT v - O 9

India for

N. B'—Outlines of Indiun History in Tamil
in print,

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR,
MADURA.

An Tilustarated High Class Cheap Montbl
Editor: V. Aravamudea Iyengar, B.A,, L.T.
Annual Subscription Rs. 2-0-0 only. Sam
3 As
co%%ntrolled by an influential Editorial B9a.
Recommended by District Educatio
Officers for use in Schools, Colleges, Clubs a
Libraries. Best Advertising Medium.
Send M. O, to the Manager: .
The Indian Educator,
_ Madu

.

HINDI PRACHARAK
(Anglo-Hindi monthly organ of the Hiandi movemen
AMONG OTHER THINGS
IT TRACHES YOU HINDI
Through a correspondex}ce Course
(English Medium.)
Yearly Subscription,
" Rs. 2 only.

Manager:
HINDI PRACHARAK,
TRIPLICANE, MADRAS,
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% Aids for Geography Teaching

% for Young Children.

@ Child Life in Other Lands.

¢
@
A

A series of wall pictures in Colour. Size 20 by 29 inches,

A Eleven sets of pictures, each containing six pictures, providing an extensive choice
of subjects.

—

) Lvery picture is an artistic masterpiece in colour, vividly deseribing the lives of
&rf Little Folks across the Seas in their natural environment.

g

@ Price of each set mounted on Roller, 5s. net.

&=

The above pictures can also be had in post card size at 10 annas a set of six cards
enclosed in an enve'ope

@@ Mode} Cut Quts.
8

—

Of child Life in Other Lands. A Handwork expression forchildren. These designs
provide an excellent medium for individual work. These “ Cut-Outs” are clearly printed
in bold outline on specially prepared cartridge paper (which does not require mounting)

@ to take cryon or water colour. Hvery object in the model has full and easily {ollowed
\ direction: for colouring, ecutbing out and folding. -

Each model has a key plan on the envelope.

/_
=
X

Series 1. India. Series IT. Japan.
Series IT. Africa. Series IV. China
Lach seb Ts. net.

Phillips’ Band- Works Cards,

- Designed by J.S. Lay. For correlation with Geography and History. '
. Geography Sets. I & 11, . History Sets. I & II.

Tach seb containing twelve cards 1 s. net.

Picture Geography Cards.

Each set containing 32 coloured views of Turope, British Empire and British Isles.
s, 6d. net each set.

Phillips’ Geographical Pictures.

Two series each consisting of 20 beautiful plates enlarged from actual photographs
direct from Nature, printed on enamelled cards, size 25 by 20 inches, Tach picture has
dotes, questions and references printed at the foot. Price Is, 3d. each.

Phillips’ New Air Pictures of Human Geography,

A new series of twelve plates illustrating various aspects of geographical study,
Enlarged {from actual photographs taken from aeroplanes. Beautifully produced on
enamelled cards, size 28}% by 22§ inches, with notes and questions printed at the foot of
each picture. Set of 12 pictures iu strong card board box, 22s. 6d. net.

Longmans, Green & Co. Ltd,,
36-4, Mount Road, . Madras.
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WGLISH IDIOMS

And correspondence.

A
. ./ - sautifully written book is this to those

4

,* N¢ aspire to acquire a fair knowledge of the

aglish language. The book occupying 383
pages comprises Idiomatic sentences with their
Tamil equivaleneside by side and general
correspondence In the last pages the Idiomatic
phrases are so arranged as to facilitate an easy
reference.

Price Rs. 1—8—0 *

SARASWATI & Co, Kovilpat.

The Scholar

A leading monthly devoted to
Education; Art,
Literature & Science.
Subscription
Rs 3 per annum.

Apply to the Editor

PALGHAT.

Geography Books
Parts I & Il

Part I Southern Continents & North
America.

Part 11 Eurasia, India & General Geo-

graphy For Forms IV, V

& VI ~ Price As. 10 each,
By

A. VENUGOPALA AYYAR, M.A ,L.T.,
Assistant. C. C. C. High School, Perambur.

Copies can be had of :—
Balasaraswathi & Co.,

MADRAS,

Perambur, - -

ELEMENTARY BIOLOGY

(PLANT, ANIMAL & HUMAN)
FOR

SECODARY SCHOOLS
M. V. SUNDARESAN M.A.; L.T.

(Mysore Educational Service.)

A book of 180 pages with 85 illustrations and 2 photographs, comprising,
Plant life, Animal life and Human Physiology in a single volume. Approved by

the Text Book-Committee, Madras, for School ute (Vide Fort St. George Gazette

dated 22 7-30, Part IB, Page 432.)

Price per copy Rs. 1-8-0.
For copies apply to :—

»

Packing & Postage extra.

The Offlce of ‘ The South Indian Teacher

41, Singarachaxi St., Triplicane, MADRAS'

P. VARADACHARY & Co.,

Just Published !

8. LINGHI CHETTI STREET, MADRAS.

Elementary Science Part I. Simple Physical measuremsnts by A. Varada-
chary, B.A. L.T., Senior Science Master, Pacha.wappa. 8 College School,

Madrasg

Price
Parts II and IIT (Mechamcs and) Hea.b a.nd (Ghemxstry) 8 lli (())
Lessons in Blolo"y—-—Ammal life by Dr. K. S Padmanabha A:ya,r, Ds. 0 ’
0w o
" Pla.nt llfe by Dewa.n Baha.dur K Ra,nga.chana.r,
M.A,L.T., (1E S. Retd.) .. 012 0
Indian History for Form I, edlbed by Prof, C. S. Snmva,sa,cha.rl M.A. 0 7 6
" Form 1T 010 0
Form III (in pnnt)
A Text Book of Algabra by V. Venkata Subbla.BA LT, e Rs. 2 4 0
A Bchool Geometry, Parts I and II (by the same a.ut:hm) Rs. 2 8 0
" Part I only . Re. 1 0 O
Part I only Rs. 112 ¢
E[emenbary Sclene by K Rangacharur, MA L.T. (’I’a.mil or Telugu,)
Form I . . 010 O
Form 11 . 013 0
Form III cae Q12 0
1. Katha Ratnakeram in Tamll by Chelvakesa. Mudallar Esq M. A
Book I for Clags V. . ..'. 5 annas,
2. - Deo. Do Book 11 for Form I... 6annas,

Lessons in Biology- -Human Physiology,

DSo M.A.

Hygience ete., by Dr. K. 8. Pa.dmana.bha. Alyar.;

Books in active preparation.

History of India for the upper forms in English by 1

Prof. C. S. Srinivasachari, M.A.

THE STUDENT

(THE ALL~INDIA MAGAZINE FOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS.)

Annual Subscription: Rs. 2
Single Copy against
3 annas in Stamps.
Apply to :—

Edltor, STUDENT

CHINGLEPUT.

To Geography Teachers !

Are you a member of the
Madras Geographical Associ-
ation?

If not write to.

The Secretary,

Gopalpuram Cathedral P.O ,
Madras,

MOTHER INDIA

Depends on the Youth of India for its Future

Prosperity.

The Madras Pencil Factory.
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“SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS

;
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r i ' FOR

H TE;ASCHQE')(? ANY SERVICE & PRICES,
PHYSICS.
CHEMISTRY WE ARE

ELE. SCIENCE UNEXCELLED!

r——

WORK BENCHES,

GAS & WATER

FITTINGS, SINKS
ETC.

\ D -

*\ A TRIAL ORDER IS I
ENOUGH TO

CONVINCE YOU!
. Il

I Central Scientific Supplies Co.,

14, Periaﬁna Maistry Street, ’
(Behincl Broadway Post Office) G. T., Madras. @
@@@@ﬁ@

“THE

South Indian Teacl
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Vol. HI]

15th November, 1930
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HISTORY-THE DALTON PLAN*
By

Miss. Helen Parkhurst, Principal of The Dalton School, New Yurk City :
‘originator of the Dalton Plan

- To comply with the request, to explain
‘how history is taught’ on the Dalton Plan
in my own laboratory school, is difficult,
because there is no such thing as a subject
on the Dalton Plan. With us it is living
on the Dalton Plan, We believe that mere
subjects negative our aims, and do not form
a proper basis for curricula. I shall, how-
evers attempt to show how a love for history
is created. '

" To-day itis a commonly accepted fact
that it is the whole child who is exercised.
He is not exercised physically at onetime,
at another time exercised intellectually, and
at still another time exercised spiritually,
but he is exercised physically, intellectually
and spiritually, simultaneously. If he is to
be really educated, we must see to it that
every pursuit permits him to be exercised in
this manner.

Subjec's have been well taught in the

past; boys and girls were neglected. To-
day we teach boys and girls. We place the

formerly subjects.were taught as if the mind .
was divided into separate compartments, it
was found that evenin the hands of excellent
instructors, boys' and girls’ characters be-
came disintegrated. but. when pupils were
brought in contact with an all-absorbing
idea, sufficiently extensive, incorporating the
elements of history, geography, literature,
English, etc., properly integrated, subject
barriers were broken down. Then, ina
proper setting, where the idea could be lived
and experienced dramatically, then, and only
then, did boys’ and girls’ characters really
become infegrated. ‘ -

‘ Integration’ is the real crux of to-day’s
educational debate, and the pioneers of the
new order want an idea programme. The
idea programme was the intention of the
proponents of the project, and so in 1928,

* when the word ‘ project’ as commonly un-

derstood was deemed insuffi¢ient to indicate
the new platform, someone wisely suggested
‘activity programmes’. The word, °acti-

emphasis upon boys and girls, because when

vity ° combined with the word ¢ integrating ’

*(From the New Era (London) October 1930).
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" puggests well fused experiences.

- 876

For the
present at least, we of the progressive school
group in America are for ‘activity program-
mes’,

We cannot predlct what the needs of the
future will be, but we do know that then,
as now, thenation will need great leaders,
‘ capable of exerting new influente’ because
of the new and changed situations. The
necessary ‘great leaders’ will only grow
out of integrated children.

When my book, Education on the Dalton
‘Plan, was published in 1922, it offered no
solution to the gigantic task of ocurricula
reconstruction, but rather recorded a single
attempt from 1910 to 1922 to reorganise the
social structure of the school. For my part,
I tried to make the propounding of curricula
gecondary in order to emphasise a new type
of school living. English contributors to
the book, however, reversed this procedure,
and emphasised curricula.

Now the aim of the Dalton-Plan was fo
create a new type of educational society by
putting boys and girls under entirely differ-
ent conditions of living from those provided
in the ordinary classroom, and to reorganize
the community life of the school. For our
model we took the .conditions of everyday
life outsidee 'We emphasised condilions
rather than pursuits, because although the
two cannot in truth be separated, we wanted
an easily perceived new premise. Again, we
emphasised conditions realizing that the old
gocial order was a product created aand pre-
served by the old school, excellent in its day,

,4bn~ﬁ~eqn51dera.bly out of date, and we reahzed

6d  “the Dalton Laboratory
N

T va2l,

Plan’, began in 1910, Our New York
school is now fourteen years old, but in the
Dalton School asearly as 1922, we were
engaged in trying to select integrating ex-
periences for our newly organized school
gociety. We were testing both oar faith
and our methods. The new order threw
overboard the old ecuarricula. Whereas our

faith in boys and girls increased, our faith
in the methods of the old order waned daily.
We discovered that the change necessitated
much group thinking on the part of the
staff; not only was our job to re-make a
school, but we had on our hands the life aad
death task of re-making ourselves.

The three principles of the Dalton Plan,
designed to create a new social order, were
Freedom, Interaction of Group Life, and
Budgeting of Time. Bach member of the
staff held a different, if not unique idea of
freedom, but we were in agreement as to
the value of ¢ Interaction of Group Life’ ag
important and fundamental for a new
society, and we all felt * Balgeting of Time’
wag imporfant,

With us, ‘ Interaction of Group Llfe
means the intermingling, hob-nobbing’
you will, of a sector of the school, compris-
ing at least three grades of pupils, confrontec
with ideas for problems; living and working
together ; with the same teachers, in the
same, therefore shared, common workshops
or as we siy, ‘laboratories’. Perhaps I car
justify our point®f view, and reconcile pre-
judiced readers by saying that we found ou
procedure created a thirst for history, litera
tare, and other ‘ subjects’:

At the outset, each class had one big, cent

ral idea which was the basis for the year’
study. We decided that so far as curricul:

L =, >
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were concerned, that for ourselves, at least,
we would not divide academic work into
separate subjects, but we would start with a
fusion. This wasa compromise, but re-
member, in those days our lighls were dim,

“and we did not clearly see the way., We

chose for our fusing topic ‘Civilization’.

In response to ‘ Whatare you studying ?’
the answer of a fourth grade pupil, or a
fifth, or a sixth, or of any grade above the
fourth, was always the same ¢ Civilization *.
To be sure, one class might be studying the
Greek civilization, another Roman, and still
another Oriental civilization, but the curri-
culum was always ¢ Civilization’. All civi-
lizations were studied in order. Invariably
the ‘die-hards’ who came in hordes to visit
us would say: ‘ But how do you teach his-
tory, or mathematics?’ Our answer was,
; but we turned these sceptics
into our laboratories where they saw con-
vincing research going on in those fields,

I go into certain details which may be
helpful to those who desire, as we dxd t°
make their first attempts, ,

Our purpose was (1) To study civilization
for the purpose of showing what intelligence
bas achieved and what has been its proce-
dure. (2) Togive pupilsa synthetic view of
progress. (3) To help pupils construct an
outlook of their own., (4) To develop a
spirit of tolerance and international-minded-
ness, creabing a feelmg of sp1r1tual brother-
hood, demanding peace.

Our method was (1) Subject matter should

be taught from the standpoint of develop-
ment. (2) Emphasise continually—change
and anticipation of change, o have a new
conception of man and the universe,

Briefly, our skeleton outlines for the treat-
ment of any civilization were as follows :—

A
Purir’s OUTLINE.
Civilizaticn—A Study of man
Records of :

(1) Man’s progress. )

(2) Man’s environment—where he lived,
i.e, the setting, kind of house, food,
clothes, weapons, ete. .

(3) Man’s beliefs—superstitions, religious
rites and ceremonials, as found in
a study of folklore, mscrlptlons,
arf ete.

(4) Man'’s failures;;

(5) Man's achievements; |

(6) Man’s contributions to art, .e. inven-

_tion. social progress etc. ;

(7) How man- has effected or prevented
pesce-—The relationship of the
past to the present and the future.

As I now regard it, B was a reconciliation

statement. -
B
TEACHER'S OUTLINE
Civilization—A4 Study of man
Records of :

(1) Man’s progress—history,

(2) Man’s environment-~geography,

(3) Man's beliefs—literature.

(4) Man’s failures—science and social
science.

(5) Man’s achievements—=science and so-
cial science.

(6) Man's contributions to att—science
and aré.

(") How man has effected or prevented
peace—science and gocial science.
We have always felt it quite as necessary
to understand man’s failures as his achieve-
ments, and even young children were amazed
to see the similarity between their own
daily struggles and the struggles of a nation,
when viewed with the perspective which a
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study of the past permits. One little boy of
ten, with the excitement of sudden discovery,
said : * Why, Murray, it just occurs to me
that-your downfall is really predicted, be-
cause, just as the Roman Empire did, you
are getting lazy and you should watch out
from your heights!’

One day, as I took awaya partiﬁlly finished
pictorial map to use in a lecture, fa litte girl
whose work I unconsciously but unfortu-
nately, interrupted, said: ‘Qh, Miss Park~
hurst, you too are bound to butcher us to
make a Roman holiday !’

Reflective thinking was not a problem, it
was everywhere apparent. One child de-
clared that she had learned a lot studying
the Greeks, but she looked forward to really
* becomiing better”; t.e. improving her cha-
racter, when she could find out how the
Chinese reached such heights in their art
and painting, ‘as Lucille had described’.

The three grades of any sector met freely
in common laboratories, and, as children
will, exchanged ideas. As each class had its
own civilization, three civilizationa were
being studied —a world was being built up
simultaneously, Models of houses and vil-
lages were about, and as theories were tested,
we found mere textbooks were not sufficient
to satisfy éager curiosities. Much source
material was added., More was needed, and
the staff began to write reference books,
finding texts inadequate,

. In the fourth, fifth and sixth grades, it
was announced that at the end of the year a
- play would be substituted for the final exa-
. mination. This sounds easy, until you
realize how much must be known to produce
a play, especially when you must be really
. familiar with the  habits of the people you
are to depict and must intelligently repre.

" fashion.

sent the great artists and political leaders
and be able to discuss their friezes or their
international problems as your own! Al-
though interesting and absorbing, play
making and acting then become difficult.

For special research (because, after all, a
year is a limited time) classes were divided
into four or five groups, each group being
held responsible for some contribution it was
to make to the class as a whole. In order
to make the work alive and real, each time
a class met, the class meeting was treated
as a play rehearsal. Bach time, a plot was
quickly outlined, sometimes for a scene,
sometimes for an act, depending upon the
time interval between class meetings. Then
the individual members of the class were
cast, and the chronicles were dramatized as
far as their discoveries and research permit-
ted. Very oftena potential play writer
brought in his voluntary night’s labour to be
tried out by a group of contemporaries nex{
morning.

With a teacher, I once chanced to come
upon a little group under the direction of &
clagsmate, quietly °‘trying out’ a political
discussion im a corner of a laboratory
‘How is your play going?’ inquired the
teacher., The would-be director repliec
seriously, ‘The play is all right, but, if
dosen’t act!’

In the theatre, I attended a conference
The topic of the day’s discussion was * So
crates and hig Dialogues . Preliminar
discusston had shown no way tointroduc

Xantippe as a character. The scene showe
Socrates in Athens—walking round th
Agora with his pupils. They sit downt
continue & discussion, in true Socrati
An established rule of our clas
play acting is that, as it must materially fi

‘India entered, riding an elephant.
‘that the lull in conversation meant action,
‘and mistaking it for his cue, the merchant

" disconcerted, but Secrates

879

important events, etc., no irrelevant conver-
sation may be introduced merely to fill in,
being a waste of time. A character intro-
duced has to explain work, and make hig
part significant and important to the time
portrayed. The dialogues were going well;
great intelligence was shown in the choice
of questions. Stenograpic notes record
what transpired.

Socrates (age 8) preceeded : I don’t be-
lieve in all the Greek gods; I only believe
in one real god.’

Papil: ‘I believe in the Greek gods’
Why don’t you?’ .

Socrates : ‘I believe in the divine voice
within me.’ v

Another Pupil: ¢ Well, Socrates, I don't
think you're right.’

Plato (who has just come in): ‘I think
Socrates is right.’ ‘

Socrates : * Fine! Fine! Here is the first
man who has agreed with me.’

Plato: ‘Iam your pupil, Socrates, ang
you are my teacher.’ '

All Pupils: ‘Socrates is right] Socrates

is right!’

There wasa pause for reflection on the
part of Socrates.
to introduce travellers of the time. Rarlier
than expected, however, a merchant from
Feeling

called out: ‘Ivory to sell, ivory to sell! Two
pieces of gold!’ Interrapting Socrates’
question as it did, the pupils were somewhat
himself, with
great dignity, turned and said, ‘Ivory to
sell—ivory ? My pupils, that gives me an
idea. I shall take some to my wife, Xan-

It had been pre-arranged:

-a8 the case may be.

tippe. It will soothe her.’ The day wad
saved—Xantippe had been introduced !

Another rule is that all conversation shall
be spontaneous. There are no written or
memorized * parts’., At the beginning of &
class, immediately after roll call, the charac-
ters are cast. New madterial is always intro-
duced conversationally., The ease with
which young actors make real conversation

out of research material is amazing.

During the whole year the play is being
built, bit by bit, and then comes the final
examination. The pupils .are summoned
the day before, and an instructor selects the
cast for the Jast time. IEach one has been
in every role many fimes, so group thinking .-
and acting iz not a problem., There is a
scurry fer the costume room, and some thirty
costumes made during the year, as real
research, as well as old ones from former -
fimes, are tried on and adjusted, It is some-
times necessary for the characters to change
parts, when, as frequently, if is found that a
pupil cannot be squeezed into the proper
costume ! Next day, before the entire school,
8 class group gives final proof of its know-
{edge of the civilization studied.

Perhaps there are some who still have the
idea that the Dalton. Plan is a device for
individual imstruction. As the originator of
the plan, I canonlysay it was never my
intent to preclude classes, or class‘groups;
because the play of mind upon mind seems
to me invaluable. However, I do not be-

‘lieve that classes set days inadvance, accord-

ing to a fixed schedule, are anywhere nearly
as valuable as those called without warning,
by a bulletin posted in the morning, some-
time for 10 o’clock, sometimes for 11 or 12,
Needs should be cared
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for and satisfied as they arise. Prepared-
ness is a watch word. Everyone is always
eager and expectant, Emergencies being a
part of daily life, they are expected and
accepted: as they arise with concomitanf
training through real experience.

Briefly, I will try to show another type of
work employing a useful Dalton technique,
which would be impossible if individual in-
struction were the rule.

A seventh grade class was building a
background for the study of our American
civilization. The class was divided into five
groups, each group to study one of the five
cultural areas of North Amwmerica, .6, the
North West, the South West, the North
East, the South Bast, and the Plains. TFive
research topics were announced, %.e., foods
shelter, transportation, art and legends.
The five groups met, and each group chose
a topic for group research.

This study took approximately three
months, and then for another three-month
period, each group was asked to choose its
favourite area. This time they were to
construct a play, the aim of which; for each
group, was to depict not only the results of
its own special research in a given area, but
to portray all the contributions made to the
class by all five groaps. Thus, here, a group
dramatizing the South West constructed a
puebio village, made the pottery and wea-
pons of that area, learned the dances and
songs, wove their rugs, and learned their
ceremonials as well as made a careful study
of costumes, preliminary to making the
acbual costumes to be worn in the play.
The amount of Indian material contributed
was unbelievable, and as authentic a mate-
rial as could be, when not made by the Indians
themselves. The authorities of the Natural

History Museum in New York were suffici-
ently interested to invite children, for the
first time, to exhibit their material in the
Indian Wing of the Museum, beside the
collection of authentic Indian material.
Following this study, the school arranged to
import a group of Western Indians for the
benefit of the children. During the visif,
the Indians pursued their crafts, exhibited
their jewellery and rugs and lived at the
school. .

The experiences enumerated were reals
and were cultural, but we were not satisfied.
We suggest a still more intensive social ex-
perience, knowing that in the right medium,
it could not fail to be even more cultural..

For a long time I had been turning over
anidea based upon our. second principle,
‘ Interaction of Group Life’. I had thought
to try an experiment in our middle school;
to have the three classes study one, instead
of three, civilizations, simultaneously. I
argued that if three grades, simutaneously,
studied one civilization each year, that in
three years, each grade would have studied
the required three civilizations, . Also, if
three grades collaborated in studying a single
civilization, there would be time and energy

for a more exhaustive study than any single

class could make in a year’s time.

Our problem was where to begin. The
largest group of my collaborators, and those
with me over a long period of years, were
in the midd®school; so again the middle
school became a centre of experiment. As
these instructors were accustomed to my
eleventh hour proposals, they gave ear to
my plan. )

The sixth grade had studied the Gree
civilization ; and the Roman Civilization;

-
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the fifth grade had studied the Greek civili-
-zation, and the fourth grade was ready to
begin a similar study. As a civilization
that had not been studied would make the
experiment more interesting, we agreed upon
China.

I still remember with chagrin how, in my
late teens, when I began to travel exten-
sively, I was forced to admit that there
were other countries of importance besides
America! 'When 7 visited the Orienﬁ, I
felt cheated because I was so unprepared to
appreciate and enjoy the environment and
people I contacted. Thislack of prepared-
ness is at the root of our international
misunderstandings. With inventions bring-
ing civilizations in closer contact, it is
important that we educate children differ-
ently, if they are to become factors in pre-
serving international peace.

Therefore, in our\school, we thoroughly
study Oriental civilization. Significantly,
we study all of the other civilizations before
making an intensive study of our own.

Three years ago, the sixth grade made a
large, illustrated map of China. The next
year the sixth grade declared they would
study China differently from their prede-
cessors, who, as an older class, had shared
laboratorics with them, and carried on their
research under the very eyes of the then
fifth grade. They finally decided to depict
a road through China, from the legendary
time of Pan Ku, the creator of the universe,
up through the beginnings of the Republic.

But now we must have not only a new
experience, but a superbly integrating one.
We had_lived creatively in old, but ade-
quately renovated, buildings, and just at this
point in our school career, we acquired a

‘specially constructed new building, built

‘experiences at their age.

according to our own ideas, with spacious
corridors and large rooms. There are times
when material resources are :satisfying.
Finally, we hit upon the idea of turning the
corridor flanked on either side by labora-
tories, into a Chinese street, with Chinese
shops and gates and walls. A contest was
started among the - three classes for a model
of a Chinese street. Many models were
made, and finally one was chosen. '

Corrugated paper was found an excellent
substitute for tiled roof construction. Many
conferences were held. Pupils went to their
favourite teachers for long discussions, and
for days, everything gave way to the actual
construction of the street. Artists and arti-
sans worked together. Teachers and pupils
joined forces and worked diligently with
saws, hammers and pails and building
materials. Young painters appeared with
brushes and huge pots of paint, dangling
from tall ladders. Professionally, nothing
has ever made me bappier than that scene.
I rejoiced in the richness of the childhood
about me, although I had been denied such

The news of China spread, and the other
parts of the school, Primary, Junior High,
Senior High, came to visit and looked on
enviously. Visits were paid fo China Town. -
Distinguished Chinese came and volunteered
their services in making Chinese signs for
the laboratories, and like frontier pioneers;
after two weeks, the children were living in
8 Chinese environment. The boys wore
queues, the girls wore special head dresses,
and every one who was on time in the
morning trotted about during the day in a
hand-made, gay Chinese costume.

One of our staff isa great proponent of
integration. At last she, 0o, was . satisfied.
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China was in full swing on her birthday in
April, and & Chinese festival was proclaimed
Dby her admirers in the middle school. But
China bad fired the imagination of, and had
.captivated, the entire school, so not one, but
four, Chinese birthday festivals were held
on the same day. Our 1ntegra,’tlon,specxallsb
invited a famous Chinese classical scholar to
attend the celebration, and together they
appeared dressed in the real costumes of a
Chinese Emperor and Empress. One little
‘boy rushed up to me and said: ‘If you
- don’t watch out, you will turn right into @
Chinese, Miss Parkhurst !’

‘At the end of the year, they were familiax

with Chinese art, Chinese pottery, Chinese
custom, yes, and Chinese history! They
wrote and gave many Chinese plays, and a8
the little boy said, * were almost Chinese '
A petition was circulated by the pupils
throughout the school to repeat the experi-

‘ment, not only in the middle school, but to

carry on similar experiments in all of the
schools. We are ready to carry out their
request, because a staff of eighty-five people
has become group-minded. Subjecis are
dead, but we are alive!
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FLOGGING N SCHOOLS'
By - .
: (By Mr N K Venkateswar(m Autkor of Dreams of a Zeacher On Teachmg etc)

The cane as an educational mstrument is
of: over and done with, although very many
1re teachers and headmasters than former-
7 are nowadays. willing to throw it off on
he score of its being uneducational. There
re, however, more teachers and headmas-
srs than are generally suspected to exist
tho are addicted to it in spite of the newer
yrms of educational thought with. which
owadays schools are provided. .

Some days ago, a company of headmasters,
ccidentally come together, were regaling
heir chief, the Inspector, with some of their
xperiences, It was a conversational even-
1g with little official *obstacle” to impede
eminiscence.. The unrestrained voices flitted
aily from aspect to aspect of school discip-
me and administration, and each piped
ut his opinion to enrich the offhand hour.
juddenly every one went for a piece of

Jbject lesson emanating from a certain
ichool, where the boys were known to have
seen. skylarking just then.

. One laid it down that . the. Hea,dmaster
should have thrashed the whole fat lot of
;hem and nipped-the picnic in the bud. In-
itead he allowed himself such prolonged
shilly-shallying; and the thing has now got
nto the papers waking embarrassing atten-
sion. ., Another snatched the opportuuity
and displayed a situation  that he had put
down by a timely demonstration with the
stick.
¢ “Two classes,” he began in assured ac-
ents, “meaguring between them some eighty
pupils or so disobeyed and what if I dealt
out & lingering ‘taste of the cat’to every one

2 .

of the rebels. It snuffed out the trouble.
On principle it is my opinion that head-
masters ourrht not to forget the apphcatlon
of the cane.’

The Inspector,. who was txll now liberally
contributing to the conversation, suddenly
subsided and stared, It seemed that he had
seized an abrupt twinge of pain on the side -
of his face exposed to this communication. °

A touch of gravity stole over the free even-
ing and after a while the Inspector confess-
ed that he bad a beastly headache, and the
party broke up in an avowal of mutual .
courtesies, the cane-loving headmaster still
insisting in an.undertone that his means had
been justified in the end and that there were
unsuspected virtues in the ancient instru-
ment. ‘

Not many days ago there wasa thrashing
scene enacted in a certain school. The cul-
prit was alleged to have taken a five-rupes
note from a pocket that was.- not, strictly

- speaking, his own. The Headmaster forth-
with began beating him and ithe boy began

crying,” I have not stolen the money. Don’t
beat me, for God’s sake.” The stick was,
however, deaf and carried out its
mission. There is a limit even to -juvenile
endurance and after a time the boy gaﬁe
over and cried, ‘“Yes, I have taken the
money and I will give it back.”

In this scene, really, the alleged theft was
not the point at issue and it was difficult for
the Headmaster to transfer his satisfaction
to the spectators of his success. If one had
stolen the stick in justification of the unfor-
tunate boy one would not perhaps have
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been very much to blame. A good many
boys witnessed the scene prampted by the
natural instinct that draws us to sights we

would fain save our eyes from. The effect on’

‘them of the incident was visible, a troubling
fear, a cerfain vague revulsion, a disappoint-
ment of soul, a dejection in the heart, It
might be usefully remembered‘that boysand
girls come to school not for correction, but
for nourishment,

I do not suggest that the school-cane must
be abohshed for everything has a place in
the shifting standards and ideals of . life,
even instruments of infant-discomfiture.
There might arise occasions calling for use
of the cane, for in a large communiiy, such
as a school generally isin these days, oppor-
tunities of objectionable behaviour cannot
altogether be denied. But when a school
begins to feel its dependence on its sanctions
it is about the most reliable proof that it
has somewhere betrayed its purpose. Tiapses
physical, intellectual, social or sexual,
must have their preventions and not their
punishments. These canuot prosper in a

living pattern of beauty for the simple rea-

son that beauty is stronger than ugliness and
because wugliness supervenes only when
beauty is absent. . Why should we be right
and goq_d if it were not in every. way. hap-
pier o be right and good than to- be wrong
and bad. The school that has no atmosphere
for beauty will have frequent. need for re-
poufsejtq_pungent éxpr_essions of discipline,
and no wonder. If headmasters would only
keep a record of their magisterial moments
they would have an index of how far they
have been faithful to the ideals underlying
education and toifs ultimate aims. Those who
are Iinoppos_ed to adumbrations of ‘martial
Jaw in schools may usefully recall that mar-

tial law is afterall only a cruel necessity of

~critical times. N

The effect of punishment on the . real or
supposed offender is certainly not one “con-
ducive to satisfaction. Very often the result
is reinforced rebelliousness. Punishment
is revenge and reformation is only its after-
thought. Capital punishment has been ex-
tensively condemned because. it shuts oub
chances of repentance or improvement to
the victim. Vengeance is the practice - of
savage times when cultivation of the human
instincts and impulses was not even dreamt
of. It may. be argued that flogging is
prevention and not punishment. You flog
an.incorrect pupil so that he may be right
in future. Even so, we have to remember
that ‘preventive medicine’ in the field of
education must not be painful, because pain
does not go with growth. The infliction of
physical pain is objectionable, be the motive
punishment or prevention. Education is
growth, happy, harmonious growth. The
child touches fire and burms the fingers.
The child mishandies bebaviour and is flog-
ged. .One generally stands for some differ-
ence between nature’s and our ways in thess
matters.. And when the cane is too frequent-
ly nsed the only gainis a degradation .of
bhuman worth in_its most sensitive . stage
when impressions count for so. much and
are 50 readily absorbed into the composition
of conduct and life, A very rare appeal to
the cane-stick may not be without its value,
but it isa ch®p and handy weapon, and it
is difficult to find sufficient guarantee that
it will be seldom summoned. Generally
speaking, when one holds. a. cane,.one &lso
feels like beating someone with it, . . . ..
. I knew an over-corrected boy. He used

to be flogged for telling.a ‘lie, for not . doing’
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an imposition, for disrespect to teacher, for .
hitting a companion and for soon and so -

forth. In fact he used to be honoured with
disciplinary attention almost every other
day. One day I saw him at close quarters
anq inquired how it was going with him.
“Sir,” he said in a desolate voice, “it is not

my fault, Itis my fate. I cannot do any

thing but go wrong somewhere, and then

they beat me. It is my fate. . It doesn’t
matter very much now. I am getting
accustomed to it all, but-I want to go away
from the school.” It was the speech -cf des-
peration, but happily hope was not extinct
since he wanted to go away from the

school, ‘Go away'~I echoed, and Iam not
sure that he did not ‘understand my
meaning.

N
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THE INSTRUMENT OF UNIVERSAL

EDUCATION.
By

Mr. 8. B, Ranganathan M.A.,L T, F.L.A., University wamrmn, Madms

~ In dlscussmg the subject, the Instrument
of Universal Education, .we have first to
come to an agreement with regard to the
connotation of the word Education, then
with regard to the full implications of the
epithet Universal, and finally examine the
various Instruments available and discuss
their merits and demerits, thelr capacities
and limitations,
What is Education
The term Educalion has been in use ever
since an educable being camwe to live on earth.
But it has been a term of ever-widening con-
‘cept. Almost in every age,far-seeing men bave
criticised the narrowness of their contempo-
rary view of Education and suggested their
own Utopian views as an alternative iceal.
Later ages have actually realised many of
the dreams of the earlier Utopian educa-
tionists and evolved a new Utopian educa-
tion far in advance of their times for still
later ages to realise in their turn, Plato
shuddered at the social disintegration visible
in his times and fixed the duty of education
to be that of fitting the individual to com-

munity life. Sir Thomas Moore imagined
education to consist ‘of a grind in Classics,

while Lord Bacon would make the advance-
ment of Science, the main function of edu-
cation. '

Coming to our days, we bave one broad
force that shapes our concept of education.
That force is due to the rapid succession of
great ‘inventions, whose effects speedily
reach the level of our daily life and make it
imperative that we should go to the wall

1

unless one and all of us. keep omselves
constantly educated and re-edueated to meet
their inevitable incidence. . Just as we are
utterly oblivious of the enormous weight
of nearly half a ton of air which we carry
on our head every moment of our existence,
many of us do not realise the enormous
downpour of inventions that our age isex-
periencing. Iere is a rough list of the
major inventions of a single generation, in-
ventions almost all of which have already
come to affect our daily life.
1892— Automatic telephone patented.
1898—Internal combustion engine in
vented.
1894—Typhoidanti-toxin and Dlphtherxc
anti-toxin introduced.
1895—X-Rays discovered.

Principles of the Motor-car patent:

ed.
1896—Steam-turbine patented.

First cinemea show.
1897—TRlectrons identified.
1898—Radium discovered.
1899—Liong distance telephone invented.

* Sugar’ prune developed.
1900—Gasoline motor invented.

Submarine invented. :

1901—Wireless signals flashed acroas th<

Atldhtic,

High-speed steel invented.
1902—Active emanations of

identified,
1903--Ford Car patented.

First flight of 120 feet in I

seconds.

Radiun
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* 1904—TFessenden’s " plan of radio- -wave
: .. 'production patented.

- 1905—Theory of Relativity announced.

. 1906 —Crystal detector patented.

- 1907—Vitamin hypothesis postulated.

©11908—Two and a balf miles of conti-

<.+ nuous flying,
; 1909-Insta.llatxon of VVn:eless in é'tea,m?
‘ ship.

“ 1910—Tonic medication invented‘.’

* 1911—Hydro-air plane invented.

" 1912—Talking pictures invented.

" 1913—Tungsten filament patented.”

- 1914-—Military tank invented.

* 1915—Continental telephone installed.
19!6—Browning machine-gun invented.

* 1917—Submarine detector invented.
1518 —First Air-mail service begun.

" This staggering succession of inventions
1as affected our conception of education.
Iducation is not any longer a mere learning
f the three R's. It is no more learning to
ill the same lands with the same ploughs,

t the same seasons as our fathers and grand-

athers did. It cannot be exhausted by
.ommitting to memory once for all the
)eptonised wisdom of the past ages. Kduca-
ion is no longer a process of absorption but
t is & process of growth—sometimes rapid
;rowth. It is a growth that begins at the
radle and ends only in the grave,

. Looking at it from the new angle
hat Darwin’s Theory of Evolution has
ntroduced into our processes of thought,
ne of the foremost of our living educa-
ionists defines HEducation as follows:
'Speaking generically, education signifies
he sum total of processes by which a commu-
ity of social group, whether small or large
ransmits its acquired powers and aims with

a view to securing its own contmued exist-
ence and growth”., Ifis in this ca,thohc.‘
sense that education is being understood fo-
day, not only by John Dewey but by all
the others who are trymg to keep abreast of
the time.
What are the implications of

: * Universal” i

The highly socialised generic view of
education is by itself sufficient to bring
home to our mind all the implications of the
epithet Universal, Education has to be
Universal in all the senses of the word. If.
you take a single individual, it has to be
universal in the sense that at no moment
cin he say, “I have become omniscient. I
stand in no further need of education”.
That is why our Upanishads proclaim “He -
who thinks ‘I know’, knows not ’, _
“I donot yet know’ isa characteristic not
merely of spiritual education but also of
material education. The moment the?
Pykara scheme brings electricity to the villa-"
ges every villager, young or old, must learn
howto use it in his daily life, At the
rate at which the worldis progressing on
the material side to-day, every moment
brings us some new things, whose use
requires the perpetual education of man.

If you take the commuity as a whole,
Universal covers every stratum of the com-
munity, and every individual of the com-
munity, Yes every individual-~rich or poor,
man or woman, young or old, blind or
sighted, deaf or dumb, living in the village
orliving in the town. Onpe mischief of
modern democracy is that it credits each
nation not by the attainments of its fore-
most men but by the attainments of its
hindmost ones. The level of public health.
and the average life of a community are
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v"veigl;ted!by the lowest among them, 'l‘h.et
gverage economic efficiency of a naﬁion Ts.
conditioned by the depths of the economic
efficiency that are to be found within its
boundary. This makes it imperative that
the one panacea for all theills of humanity,
. viz., Education, should b‘e mftde universal,
and should not be embanked either by
riches or by conmderatlon of sex or by cxty
walls. - :

What is the most suitable Instrument

_ Haying thus settled the two prehmlna,ry
issues, having understood the dynamic and
ever-widening nature of the concept of edu-'
cation and having realised that no provi-
sion for education is an adequte prov1smn
unless it provides for the education «of one
and all of the community, unless it makes
differential provision for each to suit his
mental and physical needs and unless it
provxdes for contmued education, . e. for
the coutinuance of education even after the
school -going age and up to the point of hxs
l leaving the world either physically or civil-’
ly, having understood . Universal Educatwn'.
in this light, we may now examine the ins-
truments that are available for such 3
Universal Education.. The instruments of
education fall into three classes, the informal
the formal—and the semi-formal. We shall
deal with each of these classes, ' :

The Home-

" The first instrument that we can think of,
that humanity hasused from the very be-
ginning, is the first institution in which
ordinarily the child holds membership—¢e-
home. It isthrough the %ome that the
child makes his first contacts with the world-
and it is in the Rome that he learns his first
lessons in the arts of life. We shall even
concede that when hiscircle of experience

widens 50 as to include other formal and
informal instruments of education, the kome
does continue to exert some influence. But,
the limitations of the kome as an instrument
of Universal Education have been for
long realised. In our present time, due t0
the crowded condition of our homes, the
busy lives of the elders and the exacting
requirements of the struggle for eexistnce,
the Aome is found. to be more and more
wanting in it capacity to discharge the
duties of an instrument of Universal Edu-
cation, - The Utopian Educationists ‘have
even gone to the length of condemning the
home outrxgbt They protest that parentc
would educate the children wrongly -and

~that in 99 cases out of 100 the parents are

altogether ignorant of the right method ol
tea,chirig, nay even of treating, children.
Hence, Plato would abolish the home alto-
gether. The Sevarites would renounce
parental authority when the children attain
the ‘age of seven, so that they may not
thwa.rt; their education.
. The Commumty

Another informal instrument of education
that was very influential in the past is the_
community—that mixed fabric of institu

~ tionsand social groups with which individuals

come in contact. It includes the neighbour-
hood and the families of the neighbourhood,

" when functioning for the community as g

whole. They were effective in the earlier
days, before the days of the rapid successior
of inventioBs, before the days of crowdec
cifies, when the village commumt_y was a
compact body capable of knowing and
shaping each of its individuals. But to-day,
the crowded city—life in which no body
knows his next-door neighbour, the lack of
sincerity and harmony, the cupidity of the
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privileged. few, the ignorance of the ex-

ploited -many, the poor - leadership which
often leads mankind to disaster - and the
chaotic -conditions. of the occupational world,
are rendering the community quite ineffec-
tive as-an instrument for universal educa-
tion, -

"7 7 .The Formal School

. This has led human society to rely more
ind noore on formal mstruments of educa-
ion, such as the school and the college. It
smakmg school-education compulsory for
il ibs members and it is trying to meet the
1tua.txon by puiting every child in. the

school, instead of merely the glfbed child, It
is trying to meet the situation, which thig
creafes in its turn, by rapid researches into
the va,rla,bxl ties of children, by the iaven-'
tion of a multiple curriculum in place of a
dull uniform one adapted to the needs of
the imaginary, fictitious -average child by
slowly giving up mass-methods of ‘teaching
and by beginning to adopt differentiated
individual methods, such as the Dalton
Plan, the Coatract Technique and the
Project Methods.

But the limitations of the School as an
instrument of Universal Education come to
the surface, not when Universal compre-
hended all the strata of society but when
Universal comprehended the entire life-time

-only by the invention of a new mstrument
for perputual self-education. s

The Umque Value of Libraries.

When the mforma,l instruments of the komc
and the community proved ineffective and the
formal instrument of the School proved to be
inadequate, the semlforma.l instrument of the
library came to be recognised. No doubt
libraries had existed ever since books came
to be written; but they had been devised
elther to hoard books or at most fo serve
books to a select few. It was not, till our
days, that the library has been conceived as g
tool for Universal Education, for the educa-
tion of all, throughout their life time. This
new role of libraries is the message of the
modern library movement, which hag
assumed world.wide dimensions since the
Great War., This new instrument of educa-
tion is semi-formal in the sense, that it does
not enforce a curriculum, it does not enforce -
& particular time-table, and it does not seek
the help of the teacher’ s ferule At the
same txme, it does not leave everything to
the casual education that may be derived
from contact with the elders of the home or
the members of the community, Unlike
the home and community, it sets apart
specially trained men for the sole purpose of
helping each man in finding what will best
suit his needs. In this, it has some resem-~

>fman. We saw the néed for life-long educa--—-180¢e to the formal help given ‘by the

ion, if education should fulfil its generic
Jurpose. KEven with all the continuation

Sohool.

One great effect of the recogmtlon of the

lasses and the extension courses,.it is im- library as such a semi-for-mal instrument

»ossible to put all mankind perpetually into  of education,
Thus, it is obvious that formal school,

he formal school.
he reconciliation of the idea of life- -long
ducation and the impossibility of life-long
tay in a formal school can be brought about

that should supplement the
is that the State, which ig

responsible for the general welfare and the
general education of the masses, is begin-
ning to wield that instru ment, in a way in
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>which the State alone can wield. Practi-

cally, in all the countries of the world, there
isa Public Library Act in force, which
creates not merely stray Libraries, but also

Jibraries in mass—libraries in myriads-many

of them, though small, throbbing with this

new idea and radiant with the effulgence
‘due to the possession of the’ new gospel

BOOKS FOR ALL.
Madras is still to have it. Madras is still
to realise the educational value of libraries.

Madras is sti]l to realise that we are de

finitely heading to stagnation, so long as we
do not use this new and the only instrument
of Universal Education. One great demon
that thwarts the attempts of Madras to fall
in line with the other countries of the world
is Inertia. Inertia invents plausible reasons
to perpetuate lethargy. It now throws the

‘blame on the climate, now on foreign do-

mination and at another time on financial
demon is a clever
Kamarupi. This veritable Proteus takes
different shapes on different occasions. It ap-

pears as a snob scoffing at library-publicity
as vulgar; it appears as a cynic trying to
trace all public service to some ulterior

personal motive; it appears as a misanthrope

cursing that we deserve nothing that is good;
it appears now as jealousy and now -as ;ben-
umbing philosophy. Such a spirit smothers
all attempts at progress and .smothers the
attempt of this new instrument of Univer-
sal’ Education—the library movement—to
take root in our soil. While such a handicap
prevails, relief can come, perhaps, only from

‘the State. Once the prestige of State Action
clears the atmospheere, the library movement

will get a chance to properly dispose the
public mind towards this new instrument of
Universal Educationand to find its further
food in the natural soil of public opinion.
The State should not any longer shirk this
initial help to the library movement, if
Madras is to keep abreast of the world and
join her sister nations in the grand interna-
tional chorus of the new instrument of
Universal Education; BOOKS FOR ALL.
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE IN

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
3. A Civics. '

By .

Mr. S. Tag(mnadhan, Eindergarten Assistant, Teachers’ ‘College, Saidapet,

The subject of Civics follows History.
It should not be supposed that civies is

“merely the teaching of the machinery of

administration of the state, The teacher
has to bring the children to appreciate the
great underlying principle of duty. Every-
man has got a duty to perform unto him-
self, his family, community, country and
God. Each lesson should dwell on the
paramount importance of duty. The strict
observance of duty should be under-
stood as a sacred task. A man not perform-
ing his duty thoroughly and satisfactorily
to the best of his abilities is one who will be
scorned by God. Minute details in the
machinery of administration may better
be avoided. These should come in the course

of observation and experience of children. .

The School.

As a first example, the children can see
and learn for themselves how the entire
work of the school is carried on by the
manager, the headmaster, teachers, moni-
tors, clerks, peons, gardeners, sweepers, and
80 om.
cerfain duty to perform in running the
school. ’

The Village.

The machinery of the village is greater.
It is administered by a Panchayat, a village
Munsjf,a. Karnam, a Talayariand a number
of Vettis.. Apart from this administrative
machinery, there is a social machmery

where every one renders some important
3

These officers and menials have a

service to the whole village. The family
priest, the temple priest, the farmer, the
weaver, the carpenter, the potter, the
barber, the shepherd are . all helping
mankind for a better and cleaner living.

Fia. 1
If any of these do not function their duties
properly either owing to illness or any other
cause, it isa set back to the whole village
life.
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The Human body and the family as ana-
logies.

A family is just like 'a human body
where, if some part does not function pro-
perly, the other parts fail to do their work,
Just as different parts of the body have
different functions to do so as to keep the
bedy fit, there are ever so meny people in
the village who have got their own duties to
perform. So also for maintaining a family
the father has to earn, the mother has to
look after household work, the children have
to read and learn while the other members

of the house have similar duties to do in the

running of the family. '

A chart on village life and administra-
tion.

This chart may lead on to the preparation
of charts explaining the Government of the
Taluk or District or of the Presidency with
the various Departments of Government.

A Post-card.

Taking a simple thing such as a postcard,
we have to make children see the various
stages it has to pass through before it rea-
ches the addressee. '

Fia. 2 - j

|

It would be interesting to show thisinthe teaching in the manner indicated in the pre-
This can paration of an agricultural chart in the last
South Indian Teacher

form of a .chart as shown here.
bs cut and used asan appratus for school

number of the
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The teacher and children can also drama-
tise the journey of a postcard. There we
can show to children that the different

From the King

actors have got their own duties to perform
When it is such a case with a postcard, how
big it would be to govern a big country ?

to the Governor.

K'u;\,q

Ho:fse

Commons

Par

3

Prime Minis’rer"

Viceroy o

Governors

Queen

House
of of

liament Lords

Seeretar
of Srafe
for India -

Fia. 3

A pictorial chart similar to the one given
here (Fig. 8) will show the several great
personages and bodies that help in the
administration from the King down to the

Governor of a Province. Pictures of these’

can be cut from Journals, catalogues and
Daily papers and this illustrated chart can
be prepared.

Vote.

Each member of a council is a represen-
tative of the people and he is sent to that
council by the people. Each individual who
pays something to the government as tax
bas a voice in choosing a representative.
He hasa vote. This he must exercise wisely.
The children of a class have each a vote to

elect a monitor or a prefect. Let the
election of .the monitor be conducted with
an electoral roll, a presiding officer, a ballot
box and other things necessary for condu-
cting an election. TLet the counting of votes
be also done in the presence of children.
Thus by actual demonstration they will learn
how elections are conducted and members
are declared elected. Tven adults need to
be taught the preliminaries connected with
an election.

Taxation.

Just as a family connot get on without
income a government cannot well function
without levying taxes and collecting them so
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as to be spent in a way beneficial to the people.
The sources of income of a ryot and a zamin-
dar as well as their expenditure are shown
below in two charts. '
The sources of income are indicated by
the roots of a tree and the means of expen-
diture by the branches. Children them-
gselves could be asked to narrate the* several
sources of income and the items of expen-
diture. These facts could be used as material

for the preparation of a chart as shown above,

Each child can prepare a chart showing the

income and expenditure of his own family.
Value of Co-operation and Economy
The children have also to be taught the

value of Co-operation in any kind of work

and observing economy therein, It will
indeed be valuable to have a co-operative
society in the school managed by the
teachers and assisted by the elderly chil-

dren of the school. Books, slates efc.
can be stocked and sold at a moderafe
price. Children can also deposit their Savings
in the Co-operative Society where a Savings
Bank Department may be opened. What
one cannot do can be best done if a number
of persons should join together and be ani-
mated by one purpose. These two principles

y ome ,and
4—’—'—1—6"‘“‘5 ,.,;eno(‘.fu’e

F1a. b

of ‘co-operation a?x‘nd economy should be
observed in the home, school, village etc.
Taking sanitation of the village for exam-
ple the people can keep the village clean
by their co-operation. Each man must haye
the good sense not to throw the rubbishin

front of the street but only in the rubbish-

3
bin.
not to pollute the tank set apart for drink-

ing purposes. Fach man must contribute
a little to the maintenance of a watch man

Q

<
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Each man must have the good sense all along been done by a number of villagers.

Whereas their forefathers used to note the
time by looking at the sun or the shadow
cast by if, it has now become very easy to

for the tank. Thus by co-operation and note the time by looking at a pockef; watch,

economy he can save the whole village
from the evils of dirt and insanitation,

3. B. In the world of Progress.

Children can see how travel takes very
little time now a-days owing to the inven-
tion of
They can also see Low the rice mill has
taken the work of pounding rice, which had

In the place of the palm leaf books and styles
used by forefathers they now have printed
books and fountain pens. Such lessons can
be grouped under the general head known
as ‘' In the world of Progress.’

These lessons have to be given with t.h;a

new locomotives and airships. aid of pictures and these will be suitable

for general talks to all the children of the
school collected in an assembly.
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The following may be the topics.

1, Travel on Land (Fig. 6.)
. Travel on water (Fig. 7.)
Travel in the air (Fig. 8). \
Transport.
Lamps and Lights.
Writing materials.
Progress in the household. *
How voice is heard.
How News spreads quickly.

10. Tnside a steamer.

11. Match and Soap manufacturers.

12. Learning through a medium.

13. The Sun as a great Doctor.

14, Cotton and cloth.

15. Machinery (Printing, ploughing, etc.)

4. Health.

To observe cleanliness of body is as sacred
as worshipping God. It is more through
observation, example and practice than by
precept, that children should be made to
appreciate the value of cleanliness. Health
habits should be formed from early childhood.
The school should try to inculcate good
and clean habits by following some rules
of procedure such as the following.

e il

©

. 1. Collect waste paper and throw it ina
waste paper basket or & dust bin.
2. Do not spit anywhere and everywhere.
8. Wash 'your hands and feet when you
enter the school. :
4. Avoid the habit of biting the nails,
5. No child who has not combed his or

her hair or has not had a bath will be
allowed to sit in the class,

6. Children not conforming to the rules-

will be asked to go away with a note to the
parent. y

In the article on- ‘ Nursery Schools' it
might be remembered that the first item in

the programme of work was the attention
to health habits. .

7. After the lesson in Handwork or any
other constructive work the children must
throw the torn pieces of paper etc. into the
waste paper basket, wash their hands clean
and then resume their seats. -

The school might have a stock of medi-
cines for sore-eyes, wounds, and also neces.
sary requisites for administering first aid.
Cases of fits, giddiness, vomiting and fever
will have to be carefully attended io, and
reported to the parent and the docbor of the
locality.

Prizes for cleanliness can be instituted
and Health dramas can also be enacted.
Tho posters and pamphlets may be read and
distributed. All this however cannot prove
so efficient in promoting cleanliness and

_health habits as the personal example of

the teacher. HEven in playing dramas, what
is lovable or agreeable should be depicted,
For example a drunkard’s scene may be
alright from the point of view of a comic or
a farce but it is difficult to foresee the
effect it will have on the mind of the child.
As remarked already general talks to the

school children in their assembly on general -

points of health in times of epidemics will
be another way of reminding children about
clean habits,

5 Moral Instruction.

Is there any necessity for a separate sub-
ject as Moral Instruction in the Time table ?
There is vast scop® for moral instruction in
lessons in History, Civics, Nature Study,
Language lessons. Over and above all
these there is the personality of the teacher.

We have the Epics, Puranas and stories
that can inculcate moral principles. If
these stories are not found in the readers or

¥ o

. requested to address the children.
impossible to select stories so as to appeal

397 \A ?"\ ‘\ "Q \ ) W, _'."\ f:{‘;

in the scheme of work for history, language,
etc., the teacher can easily select sueh
stories and make the best use of them. The
two.parts of Aryamatha Upakyanam pub-
lished by Alliance & Co., Mylapore, are
exceedingly useful books for such a course
of moral instruction.
done well in having issued Tamil,
and Canarese editions of the same.

Telegu

These
short stories have to be supplemented by
the teacher reading from books containing
detailed information.

Experienced people in the locality can be
It isnot

to children of different religious faiths.
‘What is required is the search for truth and
the formation of characier. The latter in-

cludes respect for truth, love towards all.

and kindness to animals. Great emphasis
should be laid on the fact that God is
one though people call Hlm by different
names,

Stories. Morals.
Hari:chandra Truth.
]P?r}:;ll;ga. } Devotion.
Rama Obedience.
%E}?‘;}; ;: } Devoted Pu‘pils.
Bhishma Giving. up wordly
- pleasures,
"~ Kuchela and Friendship.
Krishna )
Hanuman Faithfulness.
Bharatha Brotherly love.
Sibi ' Kindness to arimals,
Rukmani } " Devotion to Hus-
Savithri bands,

Stories of great men and women also serve
a8 good examples‘to children,

The publishers have’

faculty in children.

Ly 82

v‘,) {’ : ‘"gfvma. K

In thisconnection it is suggested that each
school might begin with a prayer followed
by a ta'k on Moral instruction. This would
be one of the ways of driving a truth in the
minds of all the children of the school.
Choice passages from sacred books, the mean.
ing of the sacred verses and songs may
be explained -and these may be memorised’
also. : .

' The spirit 6f Service can be well incul--
cated in children by training children in-
“ wolf cubs”’ ““8couting”. Even though
one may not be a scout the spirit of service-
must be ingrained in the beart of each-
child. The ‘ Cub” or The °‘Scout’ must-
first understand that this spirit of service is
more important than his appearance in - a

special uniform.

Expression work.

Having thus far outlined the scheme of
work in general knowledge, it is necessary’
here to point out how handwork will form -
a good medium of expression, Ha.ndévork;
is the outward expression of the creative
Every right type of
education should take into account this
great characteristic in children. It has been’
already pointed out how some lessons in’
Natare-study, Geography, and History could
be connected with Handwork. Boys who
once see a model chart of the * Cycle
of seasons ” are eager to make one them-
selves. But they want good models to copy.

It is however left to the teacher to deyiss »';T-\*

more forms of Handwork connected/w"ﬁh‘”

these lessons faking into consxder?‘ﬁ/ngﬁft‘f/_\

materials available in the locali ,g d his
own resources in devising newef foyms of"
44
Handwork. 17 4l
Expression work in language ¢ nsists in
writing accounts of the lessons, - wrihqg

\\0“/
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letters, etc., Dramatisation and dialogues

also come under language work.
Extra activities for Pupils,

The extra activities of the school con-
nected with children’s clubs, children's
libraries, scouting and so forth have been
sufficiently dealt with in the foregoing
pages and in a previous number of the
South Indian ‘Teacher. (March 1930.
Holiday Experiment in Education), All
these go a great way in increasing the
general knowledge of children. Hven from
the beginning the library habit must be
cultivated. The habit of searching for in-
formation from books should be formed.
There should be plenty of books in one and
the same subject such as Civies apart from
the Text .Book,- where children are too
poor to purchase Text booksfor all subjects.
It is indeed very good to start these chil-
dren’s libraries and get the children to
choose and read books tin the library. It is
the school- that should create in the children
an abiding interest in Book and Study.

Extra activities for teachers.

It is essential that each association of
teachers should have a centra! library and
a co-operative Society. During the monthly
meetings when the teachers assemble at the
Headquarter station they must spend some
time in the library and gather news, and
get the required stationery articles for the
school from the co-operative Society. By
their union and "goodwill they would be
equipping themselves fully. The things
which are.required for the use of teachers
can be bought wholesale and the Society
could realise a profit by carefully and econo-

. mically managing its affairs, The sale

price should be moderate. Part of the pro-
fits could be set apart as Reserve Fund and

part of it could be spent on matters per-
taining to the association. This will free
the teachers from taxing themselves on all
important occasions such as anniversaries
and conferences. This Society will be a
valuable asset to any Teachers’ Association
A certain percentage of the profits may alsc
be set apart for adding books to the library
Thus teachers would be doing a good service
to themselves and to their cause.

5

A Central Supplies Depot. -

In this respect, I think that Taluq Boards
Municipal Councils and other bodies whicl
are ranning schools under their contro
could have a cenfral Supplies Depot. Thi
depot could be attached to their own office
and put in charge of a teacher. This wil
certainly be helpful to teachers and prov
economical in the long run to these publi
bodies. The materials and apparatus fo
teaching could be bought and stocked fo
distribution among schools. Costly thing
may be brought and kept under circulatio
among all schools. I hope this suggestio
will be welcomed by those who are anxiot
to find out the ways and means of equippin
these schools and improving the quality «
education, :

A questionnaire.

It would be interesting to issue a sort
questionnaire to children of the higher class
and see what progress children can mak
The following questions are more in the n
ture of suggestiorm,

1. What curious trees and plants ha
you in your locality ?

2. Where do you find ‘thorny trees
your locality ? ‘

3. In what months do you have rains

4. In what months it is very hot ?

5. When is your shadow long in the day,
and when short ? (when the sun is
shining.) ’

6. What insects are harmful ?

7. Who collects Tazes ?

How are Taxes spent ?

8. How will you send a money order ?

9. How does the police man help the
people ?

10, What different vegetables and fruits
do you have this month ?

11, Which bird is very beautiful?

12, How does the crow help us ?

13, How are the cat’s eyes in the day and
at night ?

14. Draw the different phases of the moon
from the New Moon day to the Full
Moon day.

15. What are your observations regarding
the teeth, horns and hoofs of a
cow, a horse, and a goat?

16. Draw diagrams showing thé various
life stages of a frog or Butterfly ?

17. How is camphor used ?

Wherefrom is gum obtained ?

18. What are your hobbies?

19. Why should you be clean ?

20, What will you do if you happen to
become a rich man? In what
ways do you think of spending the

. money ? ‘
Remarks on the questionnaire,

The list is not exhaustive. The questions
wre intended to test the observation powers
)f children and also to find out whether they
we trying to gather general knowledge
oy observing things around them. The
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last quession is a very general one. Many
children have no uotion of the things,
Some do not even buy things in the market
or the bazaar. In short the home and the
school do not provide the children with life’s-
experiences which alone will improve the.
general knowledge of the child.

Taking this particular questionnaire, it
was found - that children lacked definite in-
formation with regard to questions on length
of shadows, animal observations, insect life,
phases of the moon and rainy months, Some
children have only vague ideas. Thus it
gives an opportunity for the teacher to learn
from children what exactly they need to be
taught and in what respects they have to be
guided aud directed.

Conclusion. . ‘
Though the primary work of the teacher
is to teach the children the three R's., yet
it is necessary from the child’s point of view,
that it shoald be trained to observe things
for himself and to gain knowledge. I
am sure that if the school is converted into
a miniature world it would be giving general
.informgtion to children in a proper way.
Maultiplication of text books alone will not
improve general knowledge. Itshould also
be understood that the children should not
feel undue strain by the teaching of a number
of subjects. As far as possible they should
be correlated to each other. The fact that
children should be trained 'in the Three R’s
has also to be considered (Head, hand and
heart). Cur only motto should be “ Come,
let us live with and for our children,”

ey P —
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EDITORIAL

The Madras Ministry
His Excellency the Governor of Madras
- has zeen fit to call upon the leader of the

" - ¢ Justice” party to form the Ministry.

There are indications that this\chmige of the
_ ministry meets with the approval of the
people at large. One satisfactory feature of
this ministry is that it consists of persons
who have gained experience in the adminis-
tration of local bodies, We may take the
liberty of inviting the attention of . our
readers to the intelligent anticipation in the
editorial note of our February issue that.;
M. R. Ry. Dewan Bahadur Kumaraswaml
Reddy Garu would probably ocoupy the res-

power to cover himself with glory by effect-
ing even minor improvements. There is, for
instance, the question of the financial rela-
tion between the Government on the one

hand and local bodies or private manage-

ments on the other. Our Minister was till
recently connected with the magement of
aided schoolsas well as of schools under
local bodies and he is sure to know where
the shoe pinches. It is for him to place
secondary education on a sound footing and
earn the gratitude of a large number of
teachers in secondary schools. He should
tackle the problem of the financial relation
between the Government and the man-

ponsible position of
a minister. 'We con-
gratulate our Dewan
Bahadur on his being
appointed as the
Minister for Educa- -
tion. It is not our
intention to discuss
at present whether
his criticism of the

The Protection Fund
has been fegistered_
Do not Delay any more,

Join the Fund at once

agement and thus
enable the managing
body to cope with
the increasing ex~
it will be possible
for him to point to
definite achieve-
ments during his
tenure of office and
thus to establish his

action of the Govern-
ment to which a reference had been
made in that editorial note can be regarded

as a correct statement of his educational

policy. We trust he is anxious to accelerate
the progress of education in all directions.
He may not have the magician’s wand to
make the educational system what we
should like it to be but he may certainly be
expected fo show a spirit of determination
to face the situation.and to adopt suitable
remedies. Kducation will prove to be the
grave of a man’s reputation but in our pro-
vince it offers vast opportanities for one in

claims for a further lease of power, when the
occasion for an expression of opinion by the
electorate arises at the next election.
x # *
Exhorbitant ! !

Mr. Grieve, the Director of Pablic Instrue-
tion, is reportedto have made cerfain obser-
vations of interest to teachers while address-
ing the ¢ Second Teachers’ Conference” of
the Doveton Corrie group- of Schools. He
seemed to have stated that the European
high schools compared very unfavourably

with the Indian schools and that the’

‘The educator has to

penditure. We hope -

motint needed to “ bring the former in
the matter of qualifications on a par with
-those demanded in Indian Schools” would
.be huge. The Director sought to explain
this “ appalling” estimate by stating that the
«“ scale of salaries demanded was what the
speaker could only describe as exhorbitant.”
We regret that such a statement which may
prove a convenient weapon in the hands of
managers, should have emanated from the
-Director. 'We shall have no reason to com-
plain if the salaries of teachers in European
Schools happen to be really higher than what
an Anglo-Indian with similar qualifications
may obtain in other walks of life. The
-Director should not forget that he is a mem-
ber of the teaching profession and it is not

in theinterest of education that the adminis-

trator should get the better of the educator.
place before the
Government proposals which are neither
extravagant nor niggardly. All persons
connected with education, whatever their
rank may be, suffer from the unfortunate
psychological defect of always worrying

‘themselves about what may appear or prove
to be inconvenient to administrators.

The
consequence is that members of other learned
professions can never understand what is

really wanted with the result that the grie-

vances of teachers remain unredressed or
annoticed. The appeal of the Director to
the merabers of the “European community
that they should be willing to accept
teachers’ posts on lower salaries is likely
to fall flat. The Surgeon-General, the
Law Member and the Inspector-General
of Police are never known to appeal to
qualified men to join the service for the

sheer love of it and to be content with a
‘nominal salary,

The real position was
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neatly and clearly explained by the Rt
Hon'ble Mr. H. A, L. Fisher when he spoke
on the education estimates and we take the
liberty to quote at length the relevant por-
tion: I have heard it said that teaching
isa vocation and that the money wage
does not matter. It istrue that a very large
number of men and a still larger number of
women do enter the teaching profession
actuated by something akin to the mission- -
ary spirit but in a prolession - numbering
150000 members, you cannot rely upon
the missionary spirit alone as a source of re-
cruitment. With all our manifold virtues, we
cannot depend upon an annual supply of
2000 missionaries, content to endure a hard,
narrow, and stinted existence for the sheer
love of teaching. In every large profession
you must rely upon economic motives to
some extent for ~your recruits, in the
teaching profession less than elsewhere
perhaps ; but even teachers are human. Ido
not expect the teaching profession to -offer
great material rewards—that is impossible
but I do regardit as essential to a good
scheme of education that teachers should be
relieved from perpetual financial anxieties
and that those teachers who marry should
be able to look forword to rearing a family
in respectable conditions.” It is for the
Director to present this aspeet of the
case to the Minister and we need not
presume that he will not have the brain and
the heart to formulate suitable proposals
and to enlist the support of the Legislative
Counecil,

The Director is also reported to have said
that the interest of the teacher should not
be limited to the work of the class-room
during the school hours, and that he
should make use of associations and socie-
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ties on a larger scale in connection with a general feeling of satisfaction. Educa-

excursions, conferences, and so forth. We
bope that teachers who take a narrow and
restricted view of their work will see the
value of widening the sphere of their acti-
vities and enriching their experience by
joining the associations, and thus equip
themselves better for their task. The mana-
gers too should on their part be prepared to
encourage such activities and to provide the
necessary funds.
* * ES

Wholesome Practice

While speaking on the value of an
efficient organisation before an audience of
teachers in Madras, the Rt. Hon'ble Mr.
-Sastri referred to the happy relation that
existed between the department of educa-
tion and the teaching profession in South
Africa and pointed out that a responsible
officer of the department took care to attend
the conferences of teachers with a view to
explaining the attitude of the government
in regard to educational matters. Even in
Madras this wholesome practice is seen to
prevail in the co-operative conferences.
The other day when the representatives of
the Central Banks met in conference, the
Registrar of Co-operative societies was seen
to be seated with a big file of papers and
to be watching the deliberations. The
circulars of the Registrar and the action
taken by some of his officers came now and
then for strong criticism. The explapation
which the Registrar gave was found to be
generally satisfactory but in one or two
cases he admitted that the matter should be
looked into more cavefully. Any mis-
understanding which the
the field of co-operation
bad, was thus

workers in
may have
removed and there was

tion is a sphere in which offizials and non-
officials have to meet frequently and work
together as in the case of co-operation.
Many of the difficulties which teachers and
managers have to face may be easily got
over if the departmental officers should
keep themselves in touch with the activities
of teachers and understand their point of
view. It is very rarely that a responsible
officer of the department of public instruc-
tion cares to attend the conference and to
take part in its deliberation. The human
element is unfortunately wanting and ad-
ministration through circulars tends only to
intensify the suspicion and to widen the
gulf. Tet us take the question of the cus-
tody of the question papers of the S. 8. L. C.
examinations, in respect of which a strong

feeling of resentment at the action taken by

the department has been expressed at the
meetings of some of the Guilds. It may
be true that no slur is intended against
any one in particular and that the new
method is being tried merely as an experi-
ment. But red tape will not remove mis-
understanding. Teachers will not be slow

to appreciate the peculiar difficulties, if a

responsible officer be authorised to attend
the meeting and to .explain the situation,
Rectification of the glaring mistakes noticed
in the working of the 8. 8. L. C. Schems
might have been easier and the value
of the school leaving certificate will be
more real if officé®s care to study the condi-
tions under which teachers are carrying
on their work, and explain to the profession
the direction in which improvement should
be made. It isto be hoped that the depart-
ment will follow the ezample of the sister
department of co-operation and depute a
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tesponsible member thereof to be present at
the gatherings of teachers and to co-operate
with the teaching profession. Aloofness
on the part of the department is as pre-
judicial to the interests of education as the
feeling of helplessness on the part of the
profession. It is essential that steps should
-be adopted which will bring the departmen-
tal officers and the teaching profession into
closer union and pave the way for progress.
- * * .
The optional group Again
The Madras Teachers’ Guild celebrated
the “ Guild day” on 1st November and the
business for the day included a debate on
“““ The optional group of the S. 8. L. C.” In

“the course of his opening remarks, Mr, P.A.

‘Subramanya Aiyar examined the position of
‘the optional group in detail. The proceed-
ings of that meeting are published else-
where and our readers will see that the
guestion of the optional group ‘is by no
means an easy one. In the peculiar circum-
stances in which our secondary education is
allowed to develop, it is not possible to

‘suggest a solution that will be acceptable

to all. The suggestion that there should
be different types of secondary schools

catering to the needs of different types

of pupils is not practicable just now. The
deletion of the optional group will, it is
feared, be a reversion to the matriculation
and such a wmove willalso be a retrograde
step in as much as students will be deprived
of the facilities for practical work. A purely
literary course which fails to provide some
scope for practical training does not seem
to commend itself to the teachers in the
city. Further, teachers of mathematics do
not think it desirable to include Geometry

- and Algebra under Elementary Mathematics.

Thus the arguments seem to be generally
against the deletion of the optional. Some
would like the students to take two subjects
from the optional group if such a thing be
possible. The feeling is strong that such
a course will become very heavy though
it may be desirable from the point of view
of the university. As for the view that the
revised scheme, even as it is at present, is
likely to cause serious strain, it is argued
that the grouping together of Klementary
Mathematics, and Elementary Science, and
History and Gecgraphy for the purpose of
eligibility, is a great safeguard and that if
should be possible for any average student
to score without .difﬁculty at least 105
marks. When the discussion was over, the
guild adopted by a large majority the reso-
Intion that “in the present circumstances,
it is necessary to retain in the S. 8. I.. C.
scheme the optional group (c) with the
subjects included therein.” Liet us wait
and see how other Guilds look at this
question.
£ % *
Refresher Courses

We are glad that our District Teachers’
Gruilds have been able to organise Refresher
Courses in Geography and Animalslife, There
is no doubt that they are straining their
slender resources when they make arrange-
ments for such courses, Teachers who are
willing to attend these courses have also
to meet the cost thewmselves in most cases.
The need for such courses will be plain to
any one who cares to look into the syllabus.
The object of such courses is not merely to
furnish the subject matter but to create the
proper frawe of mind in the teacher so that
he may guide the pupils properly. They also
seek to make the teacher feel that he is not
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the slave of the syllabus and that it is left
to him to give it the best shape. The efforts
which our Guilds have been making in this
connection are praiseworthy and any help
which the Managers snd District Boards are
pleased to render will be found to be very
valuable. The success of the revised 8. S.
I.. C. scheme depends upon the adequate
provision for such Extension and Refresher
courses which the authorities are prepared
to make. There are about 500 secondary
schools of which nearly 300 are high schools.
~ Sporadic attempts on the part of a few
guilds cannot meet the needs of the whole
presidency. We feel that the department
should formulate a programme of Refresher
courses,'in Geography and Biology extendmg
over some years, and teachers in schools
should be afforded facilities to attend such
.courses. The S.I.T. U.made a suggestion
to that effect but the department pleaded
want of funds. We earnestly appeal to

the Director of Public Instruction to get”

ready a programme. The South India
Teachers’ Union will be glad to co-operate
with the department and it will be ready to
‘carry on this work to the satisfaction of the
people and the authorities provided the

government is willing to give the financial

‘backing. The procedure that is herein sug-
-gested is not without precedent. There is
the Provincial co-operative union which, we
understand, receives substantial grants from

the government, earmarked for giving trains
ing in co-operative work. It is this co-ope-
ration of the official agency with the non-
official one, that is urgently needed in the

“sphere of Education.

. * *

A Good Example:—

Our readers will be glad to lea.rn of the
great interest evinced by the management
of the Hindu Theological High School,
Madras, in the coming All-Asian Edu-~
cational Conference. The enlightened mem-
bers of the board, alive to the great advant-
ages of a travel over India visiting places of
historic and religious importauce, have
taken this opportunity of the All-Asian
Conference to induce the members of their
staff to undertake an extensive tour in the
north., We learn that 16 teachers will leave
Madras on the 12th December and proceed
to Benares via Calcutta, and return by the
16th January after visiting such places as
Gaya, Puri, Patna, Allahabad, Cawnpore,
Liucknow, Agra,Delhi, Ayodhya, Hrishikesa,
etc. The Secretary himself will lead the
party. We are told that the teachers are
helped with a grant of rupees one hundred
towards the expenses besides a loan of a
like sum, re-payable in easy instalments,
We hkope managements of other schools
will afford the necessary facilities to such
of the members of their staff as are joining
the Benares party organised by the 8. 1. T, U,

»

NEWS
The First All. Asia Educational

- Conference, Benares. December 26—30.

L

Mr. D. P. Khattry Writes:—

From the enquiries that I have been receiving
in my office it is plain that interest is being
aroused in this unique Conference. Many people
are anxious to learn the names of Asiatic educat-
ionists who have signified their intention to
participate in it proceedings. I may infrom the

public that we are receiving response from all

the countries that we have written to and where
from the educationists are unable to attend the
conference, they are sending their notes and
papers so that the Report of the Conference may
contain an exhaustive survey of the eluacational
conditions and achievements of eastern countries.
The first and foremost of our delegates is Mr. B.
Neguchi, the Chief Director of Japanese Educat-
jon Associations. He'is a scholar of repute and
will be accompanied by half a dozen education-
ists of the first rank from Japan. Mr. K. M.
Wong of the Pui Ching Academy of China is
another famous scholar who i3 an enthusiast
about our conference and is taking keen interest
in our work, Mr. Francisco Benitex, President,
National Federation of Phlhppme Teachers, ig
one of those who have always suppmted the
holding of such a Conference and is expected to
bring Wlbh him a strong delegation of eight

educationists. Three expert officials of the
Department of Educabion, Tiflis, Messrs.
Orakhelachvili, Tavsarachvili and Koupradye

will take an achive part in our conference and
discourse on the Edueation of the Adolescent,
‘Women's Education, Primary XIducation and
Training of Teachers. The Ceylon delegation
will have a large number and will include the
President and the Secretary of the All Ceylon
Teachers, Union, Hon. Mr, Jayah and Mr,
W. B. de Alwis and the reputed Headmaster
Mp. B. 8. Peterson. Valuable papers and
reports have been received from the Education
Departmont of Syria, Siam and Hong Kong and
enquiries are pouring into our office about the
details of the programme,

In the absence of Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya, Raja Sir Moti Chand has taken up
the work of Chairmanship of Reception and
Working Committees and has put himself "heart
and goul with his characteristic vigour . to make
the conference a success, Ilaborate arrangements
are being made by the Benares Reception
Committes for the lodging and boarding of

delegates and not a day passes without a sectional
meeting being held to ensure efficient managment
and useful work. But the greatest work which
lies before the Committee is the collection of
funds, The expendlture is estimated to be Rs. -
20,000/- and not even a’tithe of it has yet been
collected. Itis a matter of regret that when
the whole of India is expected to join the Recep-
tion Committee, not even a thousand members
have been enrolled as yet. I appeal to all our
countrimen who believe in the possiblities of
aducational movements to come to the help of
Benares Reception Committes by paying dona-
tions to its funds and by enlisting member of
Recoption Committee from among their collea-
gues and neighbours. ILef us prove to the world
that we had a glovious educational future. The
forms of enrollment for Reception committes
membership can be had from the Secretary, Pt-
Ram Narain Misra, Headmaster, Central Hindu
High School, Benares, who will be glad to make

“any special arrangements for the members and

the delegates. It had better be mnoted . that the
people enrolling after the 15th of December or.
attending the Conference as visitors will have to
pay higher dues than Rs. .2/- required at
present, ’

'The Indian educationists, teachers and
administrators having original ideas on any
educational subject are invited to submit papers
to the sectional secrefaries concerned for being
read before the Conference and for inclugion in
its report. Only it should be remembered that

“the papers should be of a high standard and

worbhy of the occasion.

A magnificent All India Educational Exhibi-
tion is also being organised and good exhibits
are invited from educational institutions of every
province and Indian States to reach the Officer
in Charge, Mr. H. N, Wanchu, Inspector of
Schools, Benares Dlvxsmn, Benares, before the
15th December 1930, at the latest.

II

Teachers' Associations of India.

One of tha most important sections of the
first All Asia Lducational Conference is that
which deals with the problem of Teachers’
Associations. The teachers, movement in India
is comparatively of recent growth and yet it has
great possibilities befors it. It is due to this
movement that we find a large number of
educational. conferences being hold all over.
the country. The torch of educationl agitation
is kept alive by these agencies only and day after.
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day thay are growing more powerinl and are
. gucceeding in influencing even the educational
policy. It is interesting to note the distribution
of these associations all over India.

~ The feachers who aro doing University or
college work are generally disorganised. The
eredit of taking the work in that direction goes
" to Bengal alone. In all other provinees the
prefessors and lecturers of the University and
the colleges lead more or less isolated exjstence
and have no settled policy or object to work for
as a profession or a community. Perhaps this
highly educated community of the country feel
no nead of an organisasion of their own, It is
in the domain of secondary .education that we
come across the largest number of teachers,
associations. In practically all the provinces of
the country and in most of the enlightened
states secondary teachers are abroad and have
banded themselves into more or less active
Associations. It is the secondary teachers that
are leading and be it said to their glory that

they do not begin and end with disecussions of -

their pocuniary emoluments but are doing a
considerable amount of purely educational work
“which is well spoken of everywhere. The
Vernacular and the primary school teachers are
organised only in a few provinces and have not
yet received enough encouragement to go on with
their work., The Section dealing with teachers’
associations tackles all professional problemsand
will collect statistics and materials about them.

" Those who are interested in the formation of
teachers, or educational associations and want
that the professional problems of education be
golved collectively should immediately corres-
pond with the Secretary, Teacher’s association,
Cawnpore so that a workable programme be
framed and work begun in right - earnest,
Even non-teachers who have thought over
the subject and have some expemenﬂe ot
group work are welecome to take part in its
- deliberations. Mr. E. Naguchi, the Chief
Director of Japanese Educational Associations,
ig expected to preside over the deliberations of
this section which bids fair to surpass all other

sections in solid work.
: III

Invtiation

‘ _ To

Non-Indian Asiatic Gentlemen Resident
In India.

A number of educationists from non Indian

- Asiatic countries would -be coming to India to
attond the first All Asia Ilducational Conference
at Benares during the Chriscmas week. But

thers is n large number of educated men living
in India at present but having their homes in
China, Japan, Persia, Afghanistan, Turkey,
Syria, Iraq, Tibet and the various countries of
Africa. We do not kuow their names and

addresses, Hence through these columns invita-

tion is extended to all such gentlemen to attend
the unique eastern conference at Benares. I shall
ba obliged if all such Asiatic gentlemen send

their names and addresses to me so that I may

issue formal invitation to them and keep them
conversant with the details of our work, I spe-
cially appeal to all the educated men of the
country to send ma the names and addresses of
any friends and acquaintances they know belong-
ing to Asiabic and African countries but living
or travelling in India for pleasure or for business.
They will thus be helping us in solving the
problem of interpreters and also in muaking the
Benares Educational Conference more represen-
titive and successful  All the information about
the Conference can be had from D, P. Khattry,
Post Box 52, Cawnpore.

v
Library Service Section.

Mr. 8. R. Ranganathan writes;—

Papers received till 10 11-1930. 1. M. 7.
Ferguson, Cailfornia ; County Libraries As Cali-
fornia Sees Them ; 2. J. L. Morgan, Wahshing-
ton : The Elementary School Library. 3. J. L,
Morgan : Library, the Heart of the School.
4. M. O. Paterson, Iowa : Need and Utility of
Publicity Department in Libraries. 5. T. K.
Koo and others: Libraries in China. 6. C,
Ranganatha Ayyangar, Gooty: 4 Library With-
Cost. 7. S. B. Ranganathan, Madras, The
Physiology and Anatomy of the Heart of the
School, 8. E. B. Rodriguez, Philippines: Some
Sfacts about Libraries in the Philippines. 9. B,
Chouduri, Bhandarpur: The Rural Library
Work of the Binapart Sahitya Nandir.,
10. H. L. Chatterja, Lashkar: Libraries as

Channels of National Progress. 11. University .’

Librarian, Calcutta : dn Account of the Develop-
ment of the Calcutla University Library.
12. University Librarian, Madras: 4dn decount
of the Madras University Library. 13, 8. Jagan-

nathan, Saidapet : Ligrary Service and Elemen<

tary School Teachers.

Papers expected shortly: 1. Raja
Munindra Rai: ILebrary Movement in Bengal,
2, ‘The work of the Madras Lebrary Associa-
tion' by the Secretary of the Association.
3. N. M. Dutt: The Baroda Library System.
4.' M. Ray: An account of the Dacca University
Library. 5. Lilianon Thomson, Shanghai: 4
history of the Library Association of China,

%@%%m%m%m@— %

5
THES. 1. T. U PROTECTION FUND %

IV()T”I(?E
Notlce is hereby given to the members of the
above Fund that the Third Annual Meetmg will
be held on Tuesday the [6th December, 1930

‘at 4 p.m. in the Smgaracharlar Hall Hmdu

High School, Trlphcane, Madras.
~ AGENDA

I. Minutes of the lasAt‘ Meeting.

2. Annual Report & Financial Statement.
3. E.lect«ic.m of Office Beerefs.

4. Ar_nenﬂments to the rules which have

been adjourned last year.

TRIPLICAKNE, s MADHAVA RAO

41, SINGARACHARI STREETe
@Kaafcao —‘11‘—"1930 S Secretary, S ] T. U. P F
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It is réquosted that all other papers, intended
for the Library Serviee Section of the Confe-
rence, may be sent immediately to the Secretary
of the Section, at the Umvetsﬂay Library,
Madras and that all those interested in Library
work may make it possible to attend the Confe-
rence.

—

The International Federation of Home and
School will hold its second Biennial meeting in
Denver, Colarado, U. S. A, in connection with
the Second Biennial Convention of the world
Federation of Education Associations in the last
weel in July 1931,

The Americal Education Week will be observed
November 10 to 16. It is sponsored by the
American Legion, the United States office of
Eaducation and the National Education Associa-
tion. The programme means to emphasize the
enriched ountlook on education which is found in
the seven cardinal objectives—health and safety;
worthy home membership ; mastery of the
tools, technics, and spirit of learning; citizen-
ship and world good will ; voeational and econo-
mic effectiveness ; wise unse of leisure ; othieal
character,

Kepler Tercentenary.

Three centuries back, this day of the year saw
the last hours of a remarkable genius, who
distilled his famous laws of planetary motion
from the mass of observalions recorded by his
benefactor Tychn Braho and thus prepared the
ground for the discovery of the epoch making
Theory of Gravitation by the master mind of
Sir Isac Noewton. It is said that death came to
John Kepler in the form of afever contracted in

a tiresome horse journey of 250 miles, which -

penury drove him to undertake in his 59th year
to collect the arrears of pay due to him from
the court at Ratishon. The optimism that
motivated his undaunted pursuit of truth found
expression in his Harmonices Mund: in which
he announced his famous laws in 1619, with the
unusual preface, “I write a book to be read
whether by the present or fature ages, it mat-
ters not. It can wait for a reader for a century,

if God Himself waited six thousand years for an ~

observer of His works.” His conscious identifica~
tioq with astronomical studies is evidenced by
the epitaph that he wrote for himself :

Of old T measured the hea,vens now I mea-
sure earth’s shades ;

My mind was of the heavens:
shade lies low.

5

my body’s

to make in Algebra, Geometry and Optiecs.

In addition to hig marvellous achievements in
Astronomy, he had some definite contributions"
He'
popularised the use of logarithms in Europe,
brought the techinical terms focus and ineriia
into use and is said to have bee.n the first to use
the principle of continuity in Geometary. He
was also the first to formulate the theory of the
telescope. The intimate terms in which he mov-
od with the intellectual celebrities of hisdays is
illustrated by the following latter that Gallilio
wrote to him “Oh! my dear Kepler,how I iish
that we could have one hearty laugh together.
Here, at Padua, is the principal professor« of

. Philosophy whom I have repeatedly and urgent-

Iy requested to look at the moon and- plansts
through my glass, which he pertinaciously refu-
ges to do. Why are you ot here ? What shouts--
of laughter we should have at this glomous

folly

Bibliography.

The following is a list of the materials availa-
ble on and by Kepler in the Madras Umversxt,y
Library. :

~ Works, -
KEPLER (JOHN) : Neue Stereometric.
KEPLER (JOHN) : Dieptrik.
KEPLER (JOHN) : Grundlgen der Geomet-
rische Optik.
Letters.
Tychonis Braho Opera Omnia, Tom. VIII.
Life and Appreciation.
Bayle : Historieal and critical
Vol. 3, pp. 1832-1835; 171Q.

Encye. Edinensis, Vol.
1827.

Penny Gyelopaedla,. Vol. XIII. pp. 200- 202

Digtionary,

IV. pp. 450-451;

"1843.

Eneye. Ameuea.na,, Vol. VII P. 318 319 ;
1840.

ARAGO F.: Oeuvres complates Tom. ITI pp.
199 240; 1852.

English Cyclopaedia, Blodraphy Vol. IIl D,
705-708 : 1854.

BALL W.W.R. : History of Mathematies. pp.
262-264.

SMITH D.E. : History of Mathematics Vol.
11, pp. 349, 685.

CAJOREF. :
159-161,

BRODESTSKY §.; Slr Isac Newton pp.
38-42.

History of Mathema.tles pP-
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CREW H.: Rise of Modern Physics pp.
92.94.
. Chambers’ Encyclopaedia Vol. VI pp. 426,
1926,

Tneye. Britta : Vol. 13. pp. 346-348 ; referen-
ces in several other volumes.

Nature Vol. 126, pp. 339-440; 1930.

POGGENDORFF J. C. : Biographischo Liter
risches Vol. I. pp. 1243-1215.

CANTOR (MORITZ): Goschistchto der
Mathematik. B. IT 662-4. 739 41 & 822-31.

GUNTHER (SIEGMUND) : Goschischts der
Mathemutik Part 11

Handbuch der physik, Band I. pp. 27-32.
( Kepler's Problem.

LAGRANCE Ouvres Tom. III pp. 113-138;
1761.

LAPLACKE Systeme du Monde pp.
1796.

IVORY (JAMES) in Trans. R, E. Vol.
293-246 ; 1800.

436-447;

5 pp.

Portrait,
HUTCHINSON : Splendour of the heavens
p. 14.
Kepler’s Published Works.

. Bin Calender 1594

2 Prodromus Dissertut Cossmo“ra,ph 1596
3, De Fundamentas Astrologie 1602
4. Paralipomena ad Vitellionem 1604
5 Fpistola de Solis deliquo 1605

6 De Stella Novo .. 1606
7 Vom Kometon .. 1608
8 Antwort an Roslin . ... 1609
9 Astronomia Nova ) ... 1609
10 Tertius Interveniens -« 1610
11 Dissertatio Cam Nuncio Sidereco ... 1610
12 Strena, sew De nive sexangula - 1611
13 Dioptrica <. 1611
14 Von Gehurts Jehre Les Hoylandes ... 1613
15 Respons. ed. epist S.-Calvisii 1614
16 Eclogae Chroni cae 1715
17 Nova Stereometria 1615
18 Ephemeredes 1617-20 1616
19 Epitomes Astro. Copern. 7 V., 1618 22
20 De cometis 1619
21 Harmonjes Mundi 1619
22 Kanones Pueriles 1620
23 Liscours von der grossen Conjune-
tion ) . ... 1623
24 Chilias Loga,uthmmum N - 1624-25
25 Hyper-aspistes . <. 1625
926 Tabulae Rudolphinae ... 1627
27 Resp. ad epist. Bartachii 1629
98 De anni 1631 Phoenomeris 1629
29 Terrantii Epistelium cum Commenta.—
oncula 1630
30 Ephamerdes 1630
Posthumus Publlcahons
31 Samnium 1634
32, Tabulae Manuales 1700

Collccted works.

A collected edition of Kepler's works was
published in 1858 71 in 8 volumes by Frisch.

8. R. RANGANATHAM,

TRIPLICANE, }
Libarian.

15—11—1930.

QOUR ASSOCIATOINS

The Madura District Teachers’ Guild
Proceedings of the
Sixth Annual Meeting
ON
October 11, 1930,

At the Madura College, Madura,

The sixth Annual Session of the Madura Dis.
trict Teachers’ Guild was held in the Madura
College Hall at 1-30 p. m. on October 11, 1930,
under the Presidency of Reverend Fa,thex
M. Amalorpavam, S. J., President of the Guild.
The session was attendcd by a representa,tlve

gathering of members from the various affiliated
Associations in the District.

After prayer, the President welcomed the
members in a short speech and exhorted them
to fake to their work as a labour of love, seek-
ing greater enhgl&emenb and co-operating to
strengthen their sohidarity. He pointed out the
inadequacy of the teachers’ efforts to get their
own candidate returned to the council in the
last elections, and hoped with this bitter lesson
before them they would endeavour to succeed in
the next. He advised the members to eschew
politics from the schoolroom and devote them-
selves with a singleness of purpose to their
profession,
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fhe Annual Report for 1929 to 1930 was then
read and was unanimously adopted.

The following office-boarers for the year 1930
to 1932 were elected: Reverend Father M.
Amalorpavam, 8. J., President: Mr. G. S.
Abraham, B.A., Vice-President : Mr. V. Arava-
muda Ayyanger, B.A.. L.T., Secretary : Mr.
M. Ramaswami Ayyar, B.A. L.T.. Joint Secre-
tary.

The following were elected to the Managing
Committee to represent the Madura Teachers’
Association : Messrs. J. 8. Lakshmana Ayyar,
B A, L.T., M. Venkatarama Sastri, M A . L.T..
D. S. Masillamani, B.A., I.T., N. Ramaswami
Ayvyar, B.A., B.T., and D. Ramalya, B. A.,

Resolutions.

1. That the Sub-Committee Report on the
award of medals and trophies to students and
schools respectively for distinction in the results
of the 8.8.L..C. Examinatons, be printed and
circulated among the affiliated Associations for
opinion, and the whbole matter be then referred
toa Committes consisting of the Heads of
In_stitutions, in the Distriet, the President, and
Vice-President and the Secretaries.

2. That this Guild requests the Government
to exempt the teachers working under local
bodles from the operation of the G. O. prohibit-
ing them from takmg part in the Co-operative
Socletles and serving on their executive.

3. That this Guild views with grave concern
th retrograde action of the Madras University
in having withdrawn the concession hitherto
enjoyed by the graduate teachers to appear for
the M. A. Degree Examination without the
production of attendance certificates, and
requests the Syndicate to reconsider the Acade-
mie Council's resolution on August 31, 1930 on
the subject.

4, That the question of enhancing the affilia-
tion fee due from each Association to the Guild
be referred to the affiliated Associations for
opinion. (From 6 as, to 8 as. per member
annually )

5. That the 8.8 1..C, Board be requested (af(
to abolish the C. Group subject in the revised
8.8.L.C. scheme, (b) to_still further reduce the
syllabus in A. Group Elementary Science and
{c) to reduee the portion in A Group Geopraphy
for the Public Examination of 1932 only by
omitting Furasia, since the new three years'
syllabus is to be covered in two years by the
candidates of that year.

6, That the Sccretaries be empowered to

o XPlore all possibilities of holding the next

Pr(;vincial Educational Conference in 1932 abt
Madura.

7. That inasmuch as the entering into a
written contract specifying conditions of service
between the managements and teachers has been
included in the Madras Educational Rules asa
conditioniof recognition, and with a view fo
formulating and rocommending a uniform Code
of Service Rules to be adopted in the various
schools, the Guild requasts the Managing Com-
mittee to colleet information and draft the
necessary rales of service to be incorporated.in -
such agreements and place the same before the
next meeting of the Guild.

8. That this Guild requests the Railway
Board to give instructions to the various Rail-
way Companies and State Railways in India to
allow parties of teachers of not less than four to
travel at concession rates-single Hare for double
journey-by any train when they go on excursions
of educational value.

Addresses.

1. Mr.E S. Sunda, B.A, B.L., President.
Madura C:-operative Audit Union. delivered a
lecture on ‘Co-operative Society and Banking
for Madura District Teachers’. An interesting
discussion ensued, and the members were advis-
ed to start a co-operative socieby in each school..

2. Mr V. N. Ramaswami Ayyangar, B.A
L.T., Batlagunda, spoke on the ‘Literary Beau-
ties in Tamil Classics, with choice quotations
from Tamil and Sanskrit classics, “which was
much appreciated for the erudition and literary
flavour characterising his address.

4. Rao Sahib R. Krishna Ayyar, B.A,, B.L.
Distriet Scout- Commissioner, dwelt on Scout-
ing and what Managements of Schools could do
for it'. _

The Secretary Mr. V. Aravamuda Ayyangar

_then explained to the members the progress

made by the 8 I.T.U. Protection Fund and ex-
horted such of them as had not enrolled them-
selves to do so at once.

At 5 p m. the Madura Teachers’ Association
was ‘At Home' to the members.

President’s concluding remarks.

The President in the course of his concluding
remarks said that he was glad to observe that in
the short session thay bad been able to discuss
and pass resolutions on matters of wide range
conecerning the interests of boys under their care _
and the membels of the teaching profession. He
expressed thanks to the lecturers for tho in-
teresting addresses, which, he hoped, would
be productive of much good to them: 1In
conclusion, ho asked the teachers to be alway,
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" gustained in their work and be alive to the
problems facing them.

With a vote of thanks from the Secretary
the session was brought to a close at about
8 p. m.

MALABAR DISTRICT TEACHERS’
B GUILD

Annual Meeting. »

The Annual Meeting of the Malabar District.
Teachers’ Guild was held on Tuesday the 80th
September at the .Board Moyan Girls' High
School, Palghat, with Rao Bahadur P. V Seshu
Ayyar, 1E.S, (Retd.) in the chair. Representa-
tives from the various affiliated associations
were present. The Ffecretary, E. H. Paramas-
waran, M.A., L.T, read the report of the working
of the Guild for the year 1929-30 The report
together with the Balance Sheet was then
adopted.

The question of bifurcation of the Guild into
Nort.h‘ and South Malabar was taken up for
congideration, but in view of the coming Provin-
cial ) Conference it was decided to postpone
consideration of the question.

The following office bearers were then elected
for the current year.

PRESIDENT : -
Mr, H, C- Papworth, M A, LES,
VICE-PRESIDENTS :
Mr. A. V. Kutty Krishna Menon, M.A., B.TI, , T..T.
Sreemathi C. Chinnammu Mannadissiar. B A.
Treasurer : '
Mr. S. L. Padmanabha Ayyar, BA. LT.
Secretary :
Mr. E. H, Parameswaran, M.A , L.T.
Executive Committee Members :
1. MRRy.K.S. Vaidyanatha Ayyar Avl,

M.A., L T
. V. 8. Narayana Sastriar Avl,
B.A., L.T,
" P. P Venkatachala Ayyar B.A,
L.T.
w K. Janardanan Thampan Avl,
B A, LT

K. U. Damodaran Nair Avl.

I A T S S

. .1,
. K. 8. Gopalakrishna Ayyar Avl,
B,A., L.T, ,
" U. Gopala Panniker Avl, B.A.,
L,T,

- E. 1. Pangi Achen Avl. B.A,

9. "
L.T.
10. Sremati V. Madhavi Bai. B A., I.T. _
E. H. PARAMASWARAN,
Secretary.

EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE

28th, 29th and 30th September 1930.

The Second Malabar District Educationa
Conference organised by the Distriet Teachers
Guild was held on Sunday the 28th September
in the Board Moyan Girls’ High School, Palgha
under the Presidency of Maulvi Abdul Ha
mid, M.A. (Oxon.), Districk Bducational Qfficer
South Malabar, About 150 delegates were regis
tered for the Conference. The proceedings com
menced at 3 P.M. with the singing of welcom
songs by *Mr. Y. Srinivasan, M.A,, L.T., Rajah’
High School, Ramnad, and Mr. E. N, Subrah-
manyam, M.A.,, B.L., Lecturer, Theosophical
College, Madanapalle.

M. R Ry.M. Narayana Menon Avl.,'B.A., B.L.
Vice-President, Malabar District Board, anc
Chairman of the Reception Committee ther
delivered the welcome address. In the course o
his long address he dealt exhaustively with the
question of vernacularisation of studies anc
pleaded for the immediate introduction of this
much needed reform.

The Secretary, Mr. I H. Parameswaran, M.A
L.T., then read messages of goodwill fron
Mr. R. G. Grieve, Director of Public Instruction
Mr. Champion, Deputy Director of Public In
struction, Director of Public Instruetion, Cochit
State, President and Secretary, South Indi:
Teachers’ Union and various others,

The election of the president was then gon
through and Maulvi Abdul Hamid, M.4., (Oxon.
then delivered his presidential address.

After the Presidential Address the Subjoct:
Committes was constibuted and the Subject:
Committtee held its meeting for about 2 hour:
on the 28th and for about 4 hours on the evenin,
of the 29th.

The Conference met in open session for th
passing of resolutioms abt 2-30 P.M. on Tuesda;
the 30th September and passed tho followin,
resolutions. :

, Resolutions Passed,

8. 8. L. C. :

1. Abolition of C. Group:—In as much th
present system of specialisation in the Revisec
8. 8, L, C. Course is not of much help to th
p upil to choose hig optional subject in the Co.

M. A. Sundara Ayyar Avl. B.a.
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foge course and in as muech as most of the Op-
tional subjects usually selected by the pupils at

pregent for their S. 8. L. C. Coursge are included

in the A. Group, this Conference is of opinion
that Specialisation in the 8. 8. L. C. Course be
abolished.

9. Elementary Mathematics :—In as much_as
the Intermediate course in Mathematics, Physics
and Chemistry presumes a knowledge of formal

Geometry and Algebra, this Conference recom-

mends that the Ile. Mathematics Course in the
8. 8. L. C..be sirengthened by the addition of
formal Geometry and Algebra approximately of
the Matriculation Standard when the ‘C’
Group is abolished.

3. Sanskrit and Arabic Translation in the
New S. 8. L. C. Curriculum ;—In consideration
of tbe fact that

1. Bver sinece the introduction of the
8. 8. L. C. Scheme in this provinee,
Sanskrit und Arabic have been taught
and still continue to be taught in the
Vernacular,

9, That most of the Sanskrit and Arabic
Pundits employed in secondary Schools
do not know English,

3. That question papers in Sanskrit and
Arabic will not hereafter be set in Eng-
lish but in appropriate Vernacular, in
the 8. 8. L. C. Public Examination.
and,

4. Candidates are allowed the option of
answering papers either in English or
in the Vernacular in which the paper
is set.

This Conference is of opinion that the intro-
duction of compulsory Translation * English to
Sanskrit and Viee Versa” is a great handicap to
the pupils and an insurmountable handicap to
the Pundits, and therefore, recommends
Vernacular” be added after Translation from
English in para 1 of Page29 of the Revised
8. 8. L. C. Syllabus.

4, Commercial Subjects:—This conference re-
commends that until the “C’* Group is abolished
the candidates who bring up Commercial Sub-
jects be declared eligible for University Course
of study and also for Government Service.

5. 4ddult Education:—This Conference urges
that (o) Teachers’ Assceiations should take a
deeper interest in Adult Education which is part
of Rural reconstruction work and (b) that the
Library movement be started with advantage in
.every High School Centre with a view to promo-
ting. Adult Education.

. Ol"

‘This Conference is of opinion that in view of
the vital need of spreading education among the-
masses, members of the Teaching profession in
this District should take vigorqus steps to start
schools, to organise series of lectures on
educational topies, arrange Exhibitions and to
institute circulating Libraries in their respective
Localities. ' ) ;

’

6. Rural Libraries:—This Conferencerequests
the Distiict Board and other local bodies to
allot an adequate amount for starting and
developing Rural Libraries in as many centres
as possible ‘ )

7. Vernacularisation:—1In spite of repeated
resolutions passed in District and Provinecial
Conferences and of the Departmental Permission
to teach the non-language subjects in the Verna-
cular, this Conference regrets that such teaching-
has not been adopted in many schools and
gtrongly urges upon all Managers, Head Masters,
Head-Mistresses and Teachers to give immediate
effect to this proposal,

8. This Conference appoints a Committee
consisting of the following persons, (with pawers
to co-opt) to collect suitable teehnical tering in
Malayalam in place of English Equivalents now
in use for the several subjects of the school.
curriculum,

1. M. Narayana Menon B.A., B.L. (Chairman
and convener).

2. U. Gopala Panniker, B.A , L.T.
3. P. P. Venkatachalam, B A., I.T.
4, P. Narayana Menon, B.A.
5, Sreemati C. Chinnamu Mannadissiar B.A.
M. A. Sundara Ayyar, B.A., L.T.
N. R. Parasurama Ayyar; B.A., L.T.
N. R. Ramaswamy Ayyar, B.A,, L.T.
9. 8. K. Padmanabha Ayyar, B.A., L.T. 7
9. Custody of question papers :—This Confe-
rence requests the S.LT U to take up the ques-
tion of Custody of Question Papers of the
8. 8. L. C. Public Examination and do the need
ful to see that things are managed so as not to
reflect any distrust on Headmasters. ’
10. Eligibility for University course of
study:—This Conference recommends that the
minimum prescribed for eligibility be reduced
from 40% to 35% in English and Vernacular.

11. Physicial BEducation :—(a) This Confe-
rence is of opinion that the introduction of com-
pulsion in games cannot be put off any further
and requests. the School Authorities to make

games compulsory exempting, if necessary,
pupils that come {rom long distances.

6.
7.
8.
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(b) Thig conference is of opinion that (1)
that no progress can be madein the organisa-
tion of games if the schools are not provided
with suitable grounds (2) that the main difficul-
ty in the way of the managements in acqniring
playgronnds lies in finding £0% contribution to-
wards the cost of acquiring grounds and there-
fore recommends to the Government to overcome
the difficulty by advancing the amounts to the
managements and recover the same in seasy in-
stalments from the Government Grants

{¢) This Conference is of opinion that the
usual procedure for the acquisition of lands take
s long time and therefore requests that ia view
of the importance of the problem, the- rules of
emergency acquisition be applied for the sime.

12. This Conference recommends that School
Fees be collected in TIN instalments instead of
EIGHT as at present.

13. Whereas it has been found by experiencs
that Pundits should have a working knowledge
of English, this Conference recommends that
profficiency in English of the S.8.L.C. Standard
be prescriced for the Vidwan and Siromany
. Examinations.

14. C. History Syllabus :—This
1is of opinion that the standard of attainment in
C. History in the revised S.8S.L C. Syllabus
needs spectfication by mtroductlon of a detailed
syllabus.

15. ~The all Asian BEducational Conference :—
This Conference recommends to the Government
that any expense incurred by managements by
way of sending representatives to the All Asian
Educational Conference be considered as legiti-
mate expenses for purposes of Grant.

16. This Conforence recommends that the
children of teachers drawing not more than
Rs. 60 per mensem be exempted from fees in
Secondary Schools.

17. Provident Fund:—This Conference re-
commends that the Department should insist on
all managements, including local bodies, giving
every trained teacher employed by them, the
benefit of the Provident Fund after one year's
Ssrvice. .

(Sd.) E. H. PARAMESWARAN,
Secretary.

— S———

THE SALEM DISTRICT EDUCA
TIONAL CONFERENCE

The seventh Salem District Secondary Schogl
Teacheors’ Iiducational Conference was held this
year at Hosur on the 11th and 12tk of Qctober

Conference

under the presi&eney of R. M. Savur Tsq. B.A.,
(Cantab), District Educational Officer Salem,

This was the most largely attended Conferen%e
of the District. There was a choice gathering of
the public official and non. Official—and Mr. D.
W. Dodwell, the Sub-collector was among those
present on the ocecasion. The session opened at
10-30 A. M. on Raturday the 11th, October in
the school Scienca hall ;: and after prayers in
Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil M. R. Ry. A.
Ramanathan av], B A. 1..7., Chairman. Reception
Committee welcomed the delegates in a short
but sweel address in which he stressed the need
for strengthening the Dt. Guild, the develop-
ment of the physique and character, of the
purpils, the Co-operation of teachers in co-ordi-
nating their work for their own benefit and that
of the pupils entrusted to their care and the use
of the mother-tongue as medium of instruction
in general knowledge subjects.

The President then delivered an original
address lasting nearly an hour. He was glad
of Teachers’ Conferences coming forward to
discuss teachers’ responsibilities and the best
methods of discharging them. He exhorted the
teachers to resent the layman’s interference in
their work, to overcome their besetting sin of
inferiority complex and to interest themselves in
evolving new and profitable methods of teaching,
He discussed the measure of usefulness of the
mother—tongue as medium of instruction and
exposed, by facts and figures, the hollowness of
the claims of the enthusiasts. He next adverted
to moral instruction which might be better served
by encouraging every pupil to become a boy-
scout He recommended the Dalton Plan for
immediate adoption in order to help the 70%
of the ineligibles to become useful citizens.

The Conference Secretary read at this stage
letters of sympathy from M.R Ry, Rao Bahadur
8. Ellapa Chettiyar M.L.C. President, Dt Board.
Salem, V. P. Adiseshaya Esq. of Vellore M. R.Ry
B. V. Ramaswami Sustrigal avl. B.A., L.T. Retired
Headmaster, M. S. Sabhesan Esp, Secretary S.I.
T.U. Madras, M.R.Ry. A. Ramaswami Gounder
avl. M.A, LT Principal, Salem College and
M.R.Ry. 8 Ramaswagni Iyengar avl B.A.,, L.T.
of Vellore and Messrs Blackie and Sons, Book
Sellers and Publishers, Madras.

The evening session began at 3-30 P.M. when
the Conference appointed a committee to draft
the ideas which the Reception Committes had
putb before them, into resolutions.

At 4 .M. M.R.Ry. N. Subrahmanya Aiyaravl,
M.A. L.T. of the Teachers’ College. Saidapet,
delivered an’ interesting lecturoe on the New
5.8.L.0. Syllabus (A, Group) in Geography and
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exhorted the teacher to have regard for home
geography and fo deal with facts first "and
generalizations next.
ttes drafbfed the resolutions to be passed at the
Conference.

The second day there was an excursion to the
local river and the delegates were treated to
coffee by M.R.Ry. B. Sitaramiah Avl, B.A, B.L.,
President, Union Board in his garden and the
morning session began there itself with the lec-
ture on ‘Regional Survey by the Geography
Professor

At 11 A. M the Dt- Guild General Body
Meetbing took place under the presidency of
M R.Ry. A. Ramanathan Avl,, Cha,uman Recep-
tion Committee. The auditor’s report'for the half-
year ending 1928 and for the year 1929 were
read and approved. The 8,I.T.U. Secretary’s letter
regarding the' Vigilance Committee and Defence
Fund was read and it was resolved to sanction
a sum of Rs. 10 from the Dt Guild funds to the
Defence Fund and to request the affiliated
associations to offer individual subscriptions
through the Guild. M. R. Ry. M. K. Swamina~
than Avl.,, M.A., L.T. and Edwin I. Rajaratnam
Esq, B.A, L. T. were elected—President and
secretary of the Dt guild respectively M R Ry.
K. S. Chengalroya Aiyar Avl, was re-elected to
the S.I. T. U Executive Board for the Salem

_ District. Guild. The secretary’s lofter to the mem-

bers of the Executive Committee requesting
them to treat the loan amount of Rs. 50 paid
to the South Indian Teacher as a life subserip-
tion to the journal was read and ratified.
M.R Ry, K. S. Chengalroya Aiyar was elected
ag a delegate to the Pan-asiatic Educational
Conference and a sum of Rs. 10 was sanctioned
for his expenses from the guild funds On the
motion from the chair, a resolution expressing
appreciation of work done by the President
M R Ry. B. V. Ramaswami Sastrigal Avl, B A,

L T. and by the secretary M. R. Ry. C A, Natesa

Aiyar Avl, B.A., L.T. wrs passed. It was alsore-
solved to authorise the District. guild Executive
board for puhliching the Hosur Conference
repor from the guild funds. With a vote of
thanks proposed by the assitanst. Secretary Mr.
K. 8. Chengalroya Aiyar to the chairman of the
meeting. the meeting was brought to a close.

The evening session began at 3-30 and the
Ds. Collector Mr. A. H. A. Todd and Mrs. Todd
graced this session with their presence and Mr.,
Chellem Iyangar spoke a few words on the Dis-
charged Prisoners’ Aid Society.

Mr. R. M. Savur then delivered hls lecture
on Phychology and the Teachers in which he put
gorward, for the use of teachers, bold and praci-

After Supper, the Commi- .

cal suggestions in the light of recent researches
in psychology. Individual work for pupils is a
pressing need, simple and graded work must be
framed, proper environment and training must
be secured and parents and teachers must work
together for making thepupil a full blooded
citizen

Bome scventeen resolutious were passed at
the conference, the most important of which are

.as follows :—

1. This conference requests the management to
arrange for refresher courses by experts for the
benefit of teachers.

2. This conference while expressing its
appreciation for the encouragement given so far
tothe S I T. U. Journal, The South Indian
Teacher exhorts all the teachers of the district
to really profit by it by subscribing for. it in
large numbers.

3. This conference exhorts suchof theinstitu-
tions of the Distriet as still keep aloof from
the Dt. Guild to affiliate their teacher's associa-
tions to it and thereby strengthen it and requests
the president and’ the secretary of the Dt Guild
and the D.E.0, to form themselves into a com-
mittee to bring in such mstxtutlons into the
guild,

4, This conference is of opinion that the
present Provident Fund Rules applicable to
teachers in Municipal and Board schools are
illiberal inasmuch as they ‘make it optional to
give or withhold the whole or part of the bonus
and it therefore urges on the Government the
need for making the grant of full bonus obliga-
tory on the managements.

5. This conference requests the management
to build quarters for the members of the staff
within the compound of or in close proximity to
school.

6. This conference requests she management
to appoint a librarian for each secondary school
who could be of service as a reserve teacher.

7, Inasmueh as the present system of specia-
lization in the revised S.S.Li C. Course is not of
much help to the unpil to choose his optional
subject in the college course and inasmuch ag
most of the optionai subject usually selected by
pupils at present for their S.S.I..C. course are
included in the ‘A’ Group this conferenee is of
opinion that specialization in S.S.L.C. course be
abolished.

8. This conference requests the management
to be pleased to grant subsidies annually equal
in amount to the total games Fund’ contributed
by the pupils during the year,
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9. This conference requests the management
to open hostels immediately in secondary
school centres where the nesd for them is keenly
felt.

10. This conference again appeals to the
members of the different teachers’ associations
in the distriet to take advantage of the protection
fund instituted by the S.I1.T.U.

11. This conference requests all the co-opera-
tive societies in the Ut. and the Salem MDistrict
Urban Bank. Ltd, to set apart from their com-
mon good fund a decent sum for purposes of
scholarships to poor.and deserving pupils of the
various schools in the District.

12. This conference resolves to request the
management that in view of the high educational

value of school excursions they may be pleased.

to undertake to pay half the expenses involved
in such excursions,

13. This conference requests the management
to grant to each secondary school a sum of Rs.

200—for starting tennis eourts for the recreation
of teachers

" 14. This conference resolves to aceebh with
great pleasure the invitation of the Dharmapuri

Board High schopl Teachers’ Association to hold
the next session at Dharmapuri.

The President in his concluding remarks
exhorted the teachers to be more self assertive
and dynamic and try to inbibe the latest resear-

ches in psychology and adopt suitable methods
for training pupils.

After the vote of thanks to the President,
delegates and all others concerned, the confe-
rence was dissolved,

(8d). S. KRISHNA SASTRI,
Conference Secretary.
(Sd.) K 8. CHENGALVARAYA AYYAR,
Assistant Secretary,
Salem District Giuld.

THE MADRAS TEACHERS’ (Sp) GUILD

The Guild Day was celebrated on the 18th
November. A large number of teachers assembled
in the Anderson Hall and Mr. P. A. Subramanya
Aiyar, President of the guid adressing, said.

Friends, I offer you all a most hearty wel-
come. Fxactly thirty-six years ago almost to a
day our forbears in the profession brought into
being the Madras Teachers’ Guild. While many
of them are no longer in the land of the living,
there are happily in our midst a few of them

either in active service or enjoying a well-earned -

rest or engaged in other useful kinds of work,
- Mr. Vasudevachariar of the Wesley College,
Professor Liakshminarasu, the Right Honourable
V, S. Srinivasa Sastri these are honoured names
in the history of the Madras Teachers’ Guild;
and on them devolved in alarge measure the
work of rearing and fostering it in its infanecy,
Other names too I should like to recall to your
minds on this occasion-Messrs. Bilderbeck and
Stone, Rao Bahadur A. C. Pranatharthihara
Iyer, Bao Bahadur P. V. Seshu Iyer, Rao
Saheb T. K. Hanumantha Rao, Rao Saheb T. 8.
Subramania Iyer, Mr. P. Subramania Aiyah
and Mr. C. S. Ramaswami Iyer. To them all
we offer most hearty greetings and express the
- most earnest hope that they - will be spared for
Inany more years and hearten us in our work.

Of those who are not with us now but whose
zealous work on behalf of the Guild we can
never afford to forget, the foremost is the late
Mr. Kellett. I remember well the kindly, genial,
smiling face of the Professor whose acquaintance
I made in 1900 and whose weekly At-homes at
Kobe Lodge, Royapettah used deservedly enough
to attract hosts of students and friends. The
records of the Guild bear most eloquent
testimony to the solid work put in by this most
earnest soul and it is our duty therefore on this
occasion to remember him with deep respect and
love. :

‘Whether the Professor, were he alive to-day,
would be quite satisfied with the advance that
we have made during these thirty-six years of
the Guild’s existence is more than T can say.
But he would certainlg see that we have nof
remained altogether idle or indifferent. Our
numbers are tolerably large, our financial condi-
tion is not utterly bad; we have by means of the
co-operative society helped in some measure to
release a few of our brethren from the clutches
of the Sowcar, and in our protection Fund’ we
have provided an agency for the relief of the
families of deceased teachers. - Bub much, much
more could easily be done. Could only our
brethren who now stand out bring themselves o
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wut a little more faith in themselves and in us,
rould they but see that in numbers and numbers
Jlone lies our strength, could they be persuaded
io shake off their lethargy and their pessimism,
~e might be a much more powerful body than
we are to-day. Andif is up to us, members of
+he Guild, to use all the powers of persuasion
shat we possess to get more into our fold. May
[ then pray that you all do your little bit to
aelp us in this way?

The re-organization of the S. S. L. C.
Curriculum - the proposed
abolition of ‘C' subjects.

One of the subjects on the agenda for to-day
is the abolition of the optional group of subjects
in the 8. 8 L. C. curriculum, Without in any
manner anticipating the discussion or prejudging
the issue, I might be permitted to offer a few
remarks. The most important thing to remember
is that the Secondary School curriculum has to
subserve three ends. In the first place, it has
to be, within limits ofcourse, a complete
cultural course, comprising the mother tongue,
English, Elementary Mathematics, Elementary
Seience, History and Geography, Manual train-
ing, Physical training and Moral instruction.
Secondly, it has to serve as a preparation for
University Courses of Study and should include
one or two subjects now comprised in the list of
‘C’ subjects in the S. S. L. C. Thirdly, it has
also to caber for the needs of those who enter
practical life and should provide instruction in
one or two subjects known as ‘ Commercial’ or
Technical subjects.
S. 8. L. C. Scheme had these three aspects in
view when they framed the courses and the
Scheme of public examination. They saw ab
once, and saw rightly, that to ingist on a public
examination in every one of the eight subjects
included in the curriculum would be to lay on
the boys an intolerable burden and so wisely
ressolved to drop Elemenfary Science and
History and Geography. What followed the
introduction of the scheme is past history.
Everywhere our brethren raised the cry of neglect
of ‘B group subjects’ and as a result very
largely of their agitation, the new scheme has
been drawn up which has provided for a public
examination in Elementary Science and History
and Geography also. I am still of the opinion
that the old scheme might be allowed to continue,
but T know I am in a very microcopic minority.
The next move that is sought to be taken in some
quarters is to delete the optional subjects
altogether from the course, and it is understood
that the Academic Council of the Andhra
University has approved of this deletion,

6 .

courses.

The framers of the old

The implications of the abolition -
-objections to abolition.

It would be useful perhaps af this stage fto
pause awhile and consider the full implications of
this deletion, With the abolition of the optional
subjects, the course, as I have said already,
becomes merely a culiural cqurse ard' does not
provide for instruction in subjects leading either
to the University course or to the practical and
Technical courses. Of course, 1t would be argued
that the cultural subjeets comprised in the
Scheme are also those leading to University
Tt is trus to a certain extent, parti-
cularly as regards Histories and Geography.
But what about Mathematies and the Science
gubjects? It is stated in some quarters that the
present Elementary Mathematics course might
be cdded to by the inclusion of Tlements of
Geometry and Algebra. I venture to submit
that this would be a most disastrous step to take
and that these who advocate this may well be
accused of attempting in their desire to suit tha
needs of the small number taking up Mathe-
matics in the College classes to unduly
overweight the curriculum for the great majority
of the students who cither don’t take up Mathe-
matics in the college classes or divert to practical
or technical studies, A much stronger objection
to the proposed change is that under it the
Sciences will be totally neglected, and that no
pupil whatever his inclination, tastes or
aptitudes, will ever get any fraining in practical
work in the Laboratory. One of the mosf
praiseworthy features of the present 8. S, L. C,
Scheme is the practical training that it ensures
to the pupils taking up Science subjects, as
optionals, and as you all know they form the
pick of our school boys. Perhaps you also know
that those who come out successfulin theI. C. S,
the Indian Audit and Accounts, the Railway
Audit and other All-India competitive examina-
tions are mostly from the ranks of those who
have taken up one or other Science subjects as
optionals in the S. S. L. C. course, What would
be the effect on such brilliant pupils of thig
absence of laboratory practice in the school
course? It would clearly take away largely from
their efficiency in their college work. I have
personal knowledge of several of the old hoys of
our school who have gained distinection in the
University examinntions and successfully got
through the competitive examinations telling
me that the laboratory practice they gained in
the schoo! stood them in good stead in their
subsequeut career, It would be a great pity,
therefore, I think, that these brilliant boys from
whose ranks would be drawn our future Scien-
tists and manufacturers, should be deprived of
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thig most useful training. And as I have already
said, the proposed scheme does not make provi-
sion for those who wish to enter business or
technical courss, in that neither commercial
subjects nor technical subjects will be taught as
part of the School course. In effect then, the
proposed change, if adopted, will make the
course quite as dry, arid and barren as the old
Matriculation course.

What should be done to lighten
the course.

1 submit therefore that the optional subject
should be retained and that, if possible, provi-
sion should be made for the study not of one
subject only in the revised 8.8.L C. scheme
but of two. In order, however, that the course
may hot become too burdensome the courses 1n
tle subjects of the compulsory or A’ group
should be very sensiderably lightened. This
should be effected particularly in Flementary
Secienco, Histories and Geography. It should
be romembered that High schools, asa rule,
work only for 180 daysin the year. Abput
twenty of these will be taken up by examina-
tiors, periodical and annual, We should also
make an allowance of 10 days on account of the
absence on leave of teachers teaching particular
subjects. Thus we have only 150 days left on
thirty weeks in the year. Not more than two
periods could be allotted toeach of the subjects
of BElementary Science, Hisbories and Geography.
That is to say, only 60 lessons per year could be
given in each of the subjects. With this stern
fact clearly borne in mind, we should start
prescribing the details of the courses. - The
course in Elementary science should be purely
and strictly experimental and the syllabus
should contain only the names of the experi-
ments to be performed. Asregards Histories
and Geography, Ishuld suggest that once in
three years the authorities should preseribe as
text books, a good reader containing about 200
pages in English History, another good reader
of like length in Indian History and a third in
Geography to be.begun in Form IV and finished
in Form VI. Most particular care should bo
taken in the matter of setting question papers
for the public examination. Strict censorship
should be exercised and no question should be
allowed to find a place which could not be ans-
wered directly out of the books prescribed.
Experts ard enthusiasts may perhaps exclaim
that the course suggested is too serappy. I say
it is not to those who leave off studies with the
8.8.L.C. course or enter on technical or commer-
cial courses. As for those who proceed to the
University courses of study, there is ample com-

pensation provided in the two optional subjects
that each of them will study.

Conclusion

We are living in days of inteuse specialisation.
Whether it he Mathematies or Science or His-
tory or any other subject, the range already
covered by research and investigation is so large
and the vistas opened out for further research
and investigation so vast, that special lists have
rigorously to confine themselves within very
narrow limits of their subjects and proceed.
Under circumstances like these, it would be a
great pity, I think, that our better class of
students should proceed to the University with-
out having so much as handled a test-tube or
retort-stand, adjustel a balance or learnt how
to take barometric readings. The Headmaster
of the Sheffield School is reported to have said
the other day, * We in Sheffield say that there
are a large number of Secondary schools here
which are training boys specially on scientific
lines who would be extremely fitfor research
posts and there are also those who would be
suitable for administrative posts’—What a sad
contrast !

Friends, I have done: Oncee more I o!fer. you
a most hearty welcome to this the 36th anniver-
sary of the Madras Teachers’ Guild.”

Mr. R. M. Shatham, who was present then
congratulated the members on their efﬁcienf_;
work and expressed his appreciation of theri
work in connection with the Co oprative Society
snmd the Protection Fund. He exhorted them to
in-crease their membership and to embark on a
cenb-per-cent. membership campaigu.

Then followed an interesting discussion on the
place of the optionals in the revised 8. S. L. C.
Scheme. After an interesting discussion, .the
guild passed a resolution by a majority of votes
that the optionals should have a place in the
8.5.1.C. scheme.

Mr. R. S. Subramania Aiyar who opened the
debate on—'Should there be an optional subject
in the S.8.0.C. Scheme.” He pleaded for the
retention of the optional subjects on the plea
that practical work formed an esgential part ol
Science subjects af® that the ‘No-Optional’
scheme would neither do good to Science sub-
jeets nor would conduce to sound Education. He
pointed out that three optional subjects are re-
quired for study in the Intermediate and that if
no optional was insisted upon, in High Schools,
a good lot of the College-going students would
suffer.

Mr. O. F. B. Zacharias in pleading for the
deletion. of optional subjects gaid 'that the
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system of Education like that in vogue in Madras,
which was responsible for the intellectual
suicide of one boy, even though it might
enable one hundred boys to pass was unsound.
Education, he said, must be suited to the needs
of the society.

Mr. M. S. Sabhesan said that in other coun-
tries different fiypes of secondary schools existed
to suit various countries. Unfortunately, the
state of things obtaining in India was different.
Consequently, any scheme will be open to eriti-
cism. He doubted much whether the previcus
speaker’s statement was true If one boy comitt
ed an intellectual suicide, it was because, he
was mentally unfit for a standard, Compromise
was therefore essential in the present state of
things. One optiona! was certainly inconve-
nient ; two optionals would certainly do good.
He, therefore, suggested the idea of going back
to the B'-—group. If there were no ‘B’ group
subjects, the strain would be very heavy. Diffe-
rent types of Schools not being possible in this
country, the 8, 8. L. C. with the ‘' B’ group, he
said would be the most feasible,

Mr. N. S. Arunachala Aiyar agread with the
previous speaker. The present scheme satisfied
none. He would have two optionals, if possible,
or he would have none. The difficulty of provid-
ing for a single optional subject was great. It
was certainly expensive. He would go back to
the old schems; else he would have Elements of
Algebra and Geometry included in Ele Mathe-
matics and have no optionals at all. The value
of practical work in Sciencesubjects was certain-.
ly great and if they cared for if, they must find
money. Theoretical teaching of Science subjects
was 1o good.

Mr. A, K. Krishnaswami Aiyar felt that the

re-introduction of the ‘B’ group was impcssible,
One optional {rom his view had some advan-
tage. He did not believe that there would be
disastrous results as a result of the study of
one optional, so long as 105 was the minimum
prescribed for the thres subjects History, Geo-
graphy, Science and Ele, Mathematics. The boys
studied every one of these subjects for some
cultural value He strongly condemned the
introduction of Algebra and Geometry in Ele.
Mathematies syllabus as that would make the
already hated subject much more hated,

Mr. N. Kuppusawmi Aiyangar suggested that
they might have optional subjects but not have
them for exawnination purposes.

Mr. L. N. Subramanyam regretted that they
were all obessed by the idea of examinations.
Subjects must be studied for cultural value
and not for examinatoin purposes. The toa-

ching profession must assert and do away
with examinations altogether. -The Edu-
‘cational system in India was Isaddled with
Examinations. :

The President pointed out that Sir Michael
Sadler had said that Examinations were a
necessary evil as Income-tax Officers'and Audi-
tors were in other walks of life,

Mr. N. Krishnamachari would have no option-
als. So long as separate winima wére not pres-
cribed for subjects like History, Geography,
Science and Ele Mathematics, there was no
danger of disastrous results. The Syllabus in
Ele. Mathematies might be changed to include
Elements of Geom:try and the optionals might
be done away with. That would give room for
intensive study of other subjects,

Mr. T. Ramanujachariar said that for the
gake of a few I.C.S. men it would not be desir-
able to evolve a scheme for the many. Pupils
were not mentally fif to choose the'r optionals
even in the High School classes. He advocated
deletion cf optionals altogether. Education must
be & proparation for life and for making' good
citizens.

Mr. 8. Natarajan said that the modern tendency
in Education was to encourage laboratory prac-
tice in every subject. There must be a number
of small laboratories one at least for each subject
to impart the right type-of instruction. There
must be a number of optional subjects for boys
to choose from, He said that wrong choice
could be remedied soon as it would not be diffi-
cult to have a set of aptitude tests for finding
out the mental capabilities of boys.

Mr. R. S. Subramania Aiyar concluded the
debate by saying that mere inclusion of certain
subjects in the present Group A. would not do,

Barly specialisation was necessary and teachers

should always help the boy in the choice of
‘C’— subjects for special study. Retention of the
optionals and lightening of the syllabusin'A’
Group were absolufely necessary.

The Guild resolved by a majority

“That, in the present circumstances, tha
retention of the optional subjects in the
S. 8. L. C. Course is necessary”

Mr. N. Kuppuswami Aiyangar then spokae
on the “place of School Record in the school
curriculum.” He said that a single final exa~
mination as a test of the boy’sactivity was very
bad. He gavethe results of experiments con-
ducted by him in Travancore which showed how
even for the same answers examiners’ marks
varied from 3 to 8 and therefore thg tost was
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[T
tot a test at all. He therefore put in a plea for
the school record being taken into account in
assessing the true worth of pupils.

The President in concluding the procesdings
agreed with the speaker that the S.S. L. C.
Exam’nabion was an inadequate test. It wasan
examination for a large mass. There*were about

400 schools and about 700 teachers employed
in teaching the same subjects. The standard
of teaching, inspite of prescribed syllabus, varied
and the valuation by an ordinary examination
was found to be different.

With a vote of thanks proposed by the secre-
tary M. S. Sabhesan the meeting terminated.

THE KURNOOL DISTRICT TEACHERS'
GUILD CONFERENCE

Held on Saturday the

The above Conference was held at Nandyal in
the Municipal High School Buildings on Sabur-
day the 8th November, with M. R. Ry. Pharsi,
Raghavendra. Rao Garu, the D. E.O.in the
chair.

In response to the invitations sent to the vari-
ous affiliated Assoications, in the dictrict, dele-
gates hailed from various High Schools and
Middle Schools, chief among them being (i)
Municipal High School; Kurnool; (ii) Board
High School, Koilkuatla; (iii) Board High
Scheol, Atmakur; (iv) Board High School,
Markapur (v) Board Middle School, Giddaloo
and {vi) Board Middle School, Pattikonda.

Miss Benham, Mr., Emmet, M. R Ry.
K. Narasingarao Gara, Chairman, Municipal,
Council, Nandyal, M. R. Ry. M. Hanumautha-
rao Garu, were among the distinguished
visitors.

The delegates were welcomed by the Secretary
Mr. Syed Ameeruddin, and in a brief and feli-
citous speech the Chairman M. R. Ry. P. Ragha-
vendra Rao Garu declared the Conference open.

The following Papers were read.—

1. “THE NEW PSYCHOLOCY” AND THE
Ccuinp” by Rev. C. W, Venkata Ramayya
B. D.
9, THE DEVELOPMENT OF TELUGU LITERA-
TURE” IN THE KURNOOL DisTRICT’ By
‘M. R. Ry. Vidwan M. V. Subrahmanya
Sastri.

3. “THH APPLICATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

OF SCIENCE” by Mr. G. Abrabam,
B.A,L. T,

4. IDEALS OF SCOUTING” by Mr. B. Devaraj,
B. A, L. T,

'5. “CERTAIN ASPECTS OF CO-OPERATION IN
TUROPE” by M. Visvanatham Chetti
Esq., B. Com., F. R. E. 8.

8th November 1930.

6. "CoMMON AILMENTS OF SOHOOL CHILD-
REN’ & THEIR PREVENTION' By
M. R. Ry. K. Seetharama Iyengar Avl.
B. A, L. M. & 8.

The papers read and the speeches made were
of a high order and evoked considerable inferest
on the part of the delegates.

The delegates were then treated to light ref-
reshments.

The Chairman then commended the various
speakers for the thought-provoking papers read
by them and brought the conferenca to a close
in an impressive speech -

The Conference then camse fo a close with a
vote of thanks to the Chair, The delegates and
visitors, by Mr. G Gurubotham, B, A, L T,
President of the Guild.

Immediately after the Conference, there was
a business meeting of the Guild in which the
following resolutions were passed.

1. That the XKurnool Distriect Teachers’
Guild requests the Acalemic Council of the
Madras University to reconsider its resolubion
preventing Bachelors of Arts from privately
appearing for the M A. Degree Examination,

9. That the Graduate teachers serving in
High Schools andghave put in a service of three
years be allowed to appear for the M. A. Degree
Examination privately.

3. That the Guild is of opinion that the
introduction of compulsory Translation, “English
to Saunskrit and vice versa is ‘a great hardship to
the pupils and therefore recommends ' or
vernacular”’ be added after ‘‘ Translation from
Fnglish ” in para 1 of page 29 of the revised
8. 8. L C. Syllabus.

4. That this Conference roquests the Presi-
dent, Dt, Board, Kurnool and the Chairman of
the Nandyal and Kurnool Municipalities, and
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thie managements of aidad institutions in this
district to sanction Travelling allowance fo
at least to one delegate of each school Association
under their jurisdiction to attend the Annual
Provincial Education Conference.

5. That this Conference of tho District
Teachers’ QGuild; Xurnool, requests every
affiliated association tosend at least two delegates
to its meetings and bear their travelling expenses
from its own funds to make the Conference
reaily representative.

6. That this Conference is of opinion that the
subject under Group C according to the revised
S. 8. L. C. Scheme should not be removed and
that if it is felt the pupil is overburdened, the
syllabuses in other subjects may be curtailed.

7. That this Conference urges the desirability
of providing choice in teaching biology subject
(either Botony and Zoology or physiology) for

the set to be presented at the 8. S. L. C. Public’

Examindtion, 1932, in view of the curtailed and
modified syllabus in Ele. Science being placed
in the hands of teachers as late as August 1930,
and in view of certain portions already covered
in the fourth form deleted from the syllabus and
the syllabus in Zoology (which was expected to
have been completed in the fourth form alone
according to the syllabus originally published)
being recast, thus necessitating the teacher to
go over to the same ground again ftoin a different
point of view. - :

8. That this Conference requests the Guil
to sanction Travelling allowance to the Presi-
dent, Vice President, aud the Joint Secretary of
the Guild to attend Conferences if held outside
their places.

9. That the Government be requested to form
a separate constituency for teachers in the Secon-
dary Schools in the Presidency and allot fo them
at least one elected seat on the Legislative
Council.

10a. That the University of Madras be
requested to include Commercial subjects under
Group C for purposes of eligibility to University
Courses of study.

b. That the (Government be requested to
declare S. 8. L. C. Students with Commercial
subjects as their optionals eligible for Govern-
ment gervice.

1l. This Guild requests the Government to
provincialise the services of the teachers working
in aided Local Board and Municipal Secondary
schools.

12, That the Educational Department be
requested to recruit a fair proportion of D, E.

O’s from the ranks of qualified and exprien ced
teachers employed in High Schools in the
Presidency.

12. Resolved that the deficit be met by con-
tributions from Higlr Schools at the rate of
Rs. 6, each and from Middle and Training
Schools at the rate of Rs. 5, each,

At night, the Literary Association of the
Municipal High School Nandyal put on‘ boards

. “BRIHANNALA” under the kind patronage of the

Chairman of the Conference. The Sub-Collector,
the Agent of the Imperial Bank, ard some of the
local officials and distinguished gentlemen were
present. The performance was very much
appreciated and highly commended. A good
some of money was collected for the benefit of
the poor boys of the Municipal High -School,
Nandyal. '

The Conference was a great successand it is
due to the unfiring efforts of the Sectary Janab
Syed Ameeruddin Sahib Bahadur, B. A. L. T.,
and the willing Co-Operation of all the
Teachers’ Associations in the Locality. '

S. M. S. NIDYASALA, KARAIKUDI.
A Prize-giving Function .

On Friday last (7th inst ), was hsld this year's
Prize-giving'in the 8. M. S. High School, Karai-
kudi. The Collector of Ramnad, Mr. R, S.
Shield, who was to have presided, could not
reach the place owing to the difficulties caused
by the breacheson the road. His place was
kindly taken by the local Income Tax Officer
Mr' K: Govindan Nair, B. A, B.L. The
function was attended by a large audience of
ladies and gentlemen, who assembled in the well-
decorated school-hall.

The prize-giving coinciding in this school as
usual with the celebration of the School-Presi-
dent’s Birthday, the Headmaster in a shorf
speech congratualted the President Rao Bahadur
Ay, Pl. Chidambaram Chettiar on his Birthday,
after recounting his services to the school and
the cause ef education in gemeral. This wag
followed by a varied, intere.ting, and well.
appreciated programme of songs recitations, and
scenes enacted by pupils. The School Annual
Report, which was next read by the Headmaster,
Mr. N. 8. Venkatarama Ayyar, was one of very
fair progress on all lines of school activity.

After distributing the prizes, the chairman,
Mzr. Govindan Nair, made & speech in which he
first offered his felicitations to Rao Bahadur
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Chidambaram Chettiar on his Birthday, and
next congratulated the Headmaster and staff on
the good results of their work. He said that, in
his opinion, High Schools rendered greater na-

“tional service than did the Universities, and

the multiplication of the latter was not so much
a need of the day as that of High and Elemen-

tary Schools. He wished that more boys of the
Nagarattar Community studied in schools, since
a knowledge of English and of other wuseful
subjects imparted there would make them more
efficient citizens. After a vote of thanks the
function came to a close with the school chair
singing the National Anthem.

CHlTTOOR DIST. TEACHERS’ GUlLD

The annual Conference opened on the 8th
inst. at 8-20 a m. with a prayer. and the wel-
come address by Mr. J. Daniel, Secretary of the
guild A. S. P. Ayyar, Esq, M. A. (Ozon) 1. C. 8.
opened the Conference, in an eloquent and force-
ful address Among other things he dwelt on
the condition of teachers to-day and in the past,

their ideals and the nescessity for consolidating -

their forces of strength. *While in the past the
teachers were finaucially as poor, they enjoyed
greater state patronage and support. The esteem
for the profession was great. His message for
the teachers was “Eat well, play well and work
well”. The second and the third one are depen-
dent on the first, As regards consolidation of
the piosession, he was of opinion that wunles
the1e was better strength, greater unity, their
voices could not be heard. His illustrations
were profuse. ‘A stray party in a forest shouted
in despair and no attention was paid to it bus
.when a fire was lighted, that acted as the alarm
and.the party was rescued. It was in that force-
ful manner that the teachers should agitate.

‘ Lecture (1)

My, N. Subramania Iyer’s first lecture was on
the syllabus issued by the authorities for the

- Remodelled S. 8. L, C. course, under A Group

Geography. Miss A, B. Van Doren, Principal,
of the Local Sherman Memorial Girls’ School
prosided.

He began by explaining the idea underlymg
the latest syllabus, how it starts from the three
simple southern continents producing raw mate-
rials and gradually passes on to the more com-
plex North America where industries on a large
scale have been introduced. Some of the lessons
learnt in the first. thiee continents (Australia,
Afrira, and South America) are applied to the last,
Some of the climatie conditions of Australia are
found in South Africa while those of South Africa
were like those of India He reiterated over and
over again that all geography should be studied
from the  Homoe Georgraphy point of view
“Internationalism was generally recognised in

Geography while Nationalism -was stlll the
ruling idea in History”.

In the fifth form, we get to an outline of more
complex lands, Eurasia, with our own country
and the country of our rulers: and the lands ol
industries So with the V Form course, studen-ts
ought to have got an outline of World Geogra-
phy.

The Sixth form stage is where all the know
ledge collectad in"Form I to V was to be revis-
ed, examined and systematised : principles are
deduced from the concrete particulars; we gather
up all the threads together and weave’,

Next, he indicated what was considered im-
portant in each of the continents and how the
teachers’ work might be simplified by the use of

‘maps and by making the boys observe. and

deduce. He also showed how the porbion can be
finished within the preseribed time.

He regretted that the most recent gyllabus
was in many ways inferior to the original one as
the introduction was absent. He concluded by
hoping that in the course of half-a dozen year:
more, there was sure to be a demand from fthe
teachers themselves for the original syllabus tc
be given the place it deserved.

‘Recent Methods in the leaching of geography
was the subject of the second discourse by Mr
N. Subramania Iyer, Mr. V. Ramaswami Iyer
M A, Retired Dy. Collector presided.,

The lecturer ®ntroduced his sub]ect by
emphasising the fuct that new geography was
different from the old, While the old schoo
paid attention to facts and phenomena, modern
geography was a Rational and Human Science
built upon the other natural sciences. There
fore the methods had to be revised to suit- the
changed outlook.

The medern method much in vogue is th
Regional method by which the world is studie
in units, each having its own special feature
influencing man. In this method, it was alway
the best policy to begin with the Home Regio:
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wmd procesd to more distant and more complex
egions. "Like charity, Geography study begins
v Home™”. Appreciation of the natural pheno-
nena at Home leads to such an appreciation of
»henomena abroad. It was also pointed out how
t can be applied to every stage of study, pri-
nary and secondary, because Urban Geography
s closely connected with and dependent on
wural geography. Hxcursions were necessary,
ihough not to ‘distant places, but to places near-
v home. with no cost. The Americans, he
taid, were ahead in this respect. e said that
Practical work™was very important and neces-
iary—drawing, interpretation, reading. and fill-
ng of maps’and correlation with the other sub-
ects of study. There are also quantitative
itudies such ag graphs, isotherms, isobars and
ainfall pillars’, “Diagrams, pictures, slides
wd films were also valuable aids in the teach-
ng of the subject in its modern aspect.

" School Libraries.

Mr. P. N. Rama Iyengar, B.A., LT. Head-
naster, Board Middle School, Pakala; read a
saper on ‘‘School Libraries and how to improve
shem.” After dealing with the importance of
Libraries to school education and the defects in
;hem at present, he pointed out that in the west,
seaple had realised the necessity of libraries as
workshops for all classes of people to acquire
ihe knowledge required for them.
neant there, not only for the scholarly and the
‘ich, but also for the commercial man, the sick
wnd even the blind”.

ibraries : (1) Books should be used as often as
yossible . (2) Every section of the population
nust have its books (3) good end speedy system
‘or distribution (4) It is a growing organism. He
;oncluded by observing how teachers can do
nuch to make the libraries in the schools really
1seful to all concerned.

South Indian Teachers’ Union.

" The lecturer,-Mr. M. S. Sahhesa Iyer, M.A. ,

)f the Madras Chrxstmn College spoke on ‘S.L.T.
Union” and the need for solidarity. He agreed
shat teaching was a learned profession but the
‘eatures of other learned professions were absent
in it, Tirst there was no expertness. While
medical and legal opinions were accepted as
sgpert  decisions. teachers’ opinions were
not so taken and very few teachers are
willing to assert themselves to . form an
opinion. This was evident in two cases in
relation to the questions of vernacularization
and examinations. Secondly there was no
cohesion, no solidarity in the profession. The
8. I T. U. Journal has won -a tardy recognition

They are.

He next dwelt on cerfain
srineiples to be observed in the management of

and only 600 out of 3000 teacher-voters voted
for the S.I. T. U. candidate in the recent legis-
lative council elections, He also referred to the
absence of hopefulness and the low position of
teachers in the body-pplitic. Mr. C. Venkata-
ramana Iyer, B.A , B.L., who presided, remarked
that while the lawyers had to be up-to-date
the teachers had no such pressing obligation.

Adult Education.

Mr. M. C. Seshachalam, read his paper on

* Adult Education” He pointed out that the
supreme statesman in a country is publie opinion
and that adult education is helpful in ifs for-
mation. Modern education i3 meant to produce
oxperts but adult education is for the masses.
No uniformity of curriculum is needed. There
was a warm discussion in which several took

part. .
Andbra S.S.L.C. Reform,

Mr. A. 8. Venkataraman led the diseussion,
He put befora the House the main issues,
whether the abolition of 'C’ ‘group subjects was
advisable and if they were rctained, whether
A, group subjects could be lightened. The pro-
posal to travsfer Algebra and Geometry to A
group was also criticised. Referring to the
rules. he maintained that a lower minimum of
95 per centi in each of the group subjects was
unnecessary The anamoly of separate minima
for Madras University and Andhra University
area students was also examined. A discussion
followed and the case for the abolition of (C)
group proved stronger, Mr, Sabhess Iyer who
presided expressed that there could be no finality
in a matter of that kind.

Magic Lantern Lectures,

On the8th at 6 p.m. a lecture was delivered
on ‘Life at Home and Abroad’ by Mr. N. Subra-
mania Iyer. Mr A.S.P. Iyer, nresuhng On the
9th at 5-45 p.m. a talk on “‘Plant Life” with
slides was given by Mr. M.S. Sabhesa Iyer. Both
lectures were highly interesting and enjoyable.

Resolutions.
A few resolutions were passed:i—

(1) That the managsments of schools be re-
quested to meet the T.A. and D.A. of members
attending the District Teachers’ Guild meetings.

(2) That teacher-candidates might be allowed
to sit for M.A. examination in private as hither-

(3) That fee concessions be extended to child,
ren of Teachers employed in Secoudary schools.to.

(4) This Guild congratulates the Hon'ble"
Diwan Bahadur B. Munisami Naidu Garu, B.A.
B.L., M.I.C., on*his elevation tothe office of
Chief- Minister to the Govt, of Madras.
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" Office Bearers.

The following office-beaters were elected for
the year.

Mr, J. Daniel., President.

Mr. M. Sitarama Rao, - Vice-President.
Mr. A. S. Venkataraman, Secretary.
Mr. K. Natesa Iyer, Treasurer.

Conclusion.
The Conference came to a cloge with a hearty
yote of thanks proposed by Mr. K. Natesa Iyer
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to the lecturers, to the 'show-rooms ably put uy
by Mr. K. Jogiah (Longmans Green & Co.,
Mr. N. Venkataraman (Macmillan & Co.,) an
Mr. R. {Srinivasan (Oxford University Press
and to the Headmaster, Board High School
Chittoor.

A. 8. VENKATARAMAN.

Secretary ,
Dist Teachers’ Guild, Chittoor.

THE TEACHERS BOOK SHELF:

DISTRICT GEOGRAPHICAL HISTORIES
(TaMIL).—(1) Madras City by Prof. C. S.
Srinivasachariar (2) Tinnevelly District and (3)
Madura District both by Prof. M, S. Ramaswamy
Aiyangar. Published by Oxford University
Press, Mount Road, Madras.

These three books are apparently intended to
be used by children reading in class Four of
Elementary schools in the areas concerned. The
idea of giving a logical account of the sequence
of historical events (as affected by geographical
conditions) to children of 8—10 years does not
find favour with modern educationists. The
Teachers’ College bulletin on Child Education
(1910) says that geography lessons in Class four
should be of the nature of rambles in the distriet
with the aid of maps of the area studied clearly
showing the various details—position, physical
features, products, industries and human life—
each drawn separately. It would have been
better if the information given in the books is

arranged to be conveyed as impression of an-

imaginary journey through the district by road
railway or river. Thereis in each book only
one map into which several pieces of information
have been cramped. So it is highly doubtful if
the geographical knowledge intended to be
imparted can really be assimilated by the persons
for whom the books are intended.

The bulletin referred to above says that the

purpose of lessons in history should be to enable

them to know the lives of great m»1 and women
and important events each trea el separately as
storiezgo-that pupils may afterwards easily learn
“eonnécting links between the essential
epfaéﬁ A*0 *history. The bulletin adds that
Shures arebgsenfial in all stages of teaching
history and ‘that “portraits of eminent men
should always beseertby the pupils. In all the
three books unde%--‘re'v‘iew a connected accopnh
of history is sought to+be given (not even avoid-

+

R

ing intricate details of recent research), Thi
really useful matter may be a hard nut to cracl
by young pupils. There is one chapter ot
civies in each book and it is bound to be useful
The books are written in a style which is rathe
difficult for pupils of primary classes.

These books may with advantage be used a
supplementary vernacular readersin Form III o
IV in order to give pupils an idea of th

-past events of their own locality and the geogra

phical conditions in which they live. Thi
printing is good and there are a number o
useful illustrations of scenery and prominen
buildings. ’
NEw METHOD ELEMENTARY SCIENCE Fo1
HigHa ScHooLS.—Edited by K. Venkataramai
B.A., L.T., Science Asst. Board High School
Tiruvarur. !

This is the first attempt to cover in one boo.
the entire Syllabus in Elementary Scienceo
the revised S.8.L.C. examination. The book
wag first issued in two parts and as such must be
wellknown to our readers. While closely ad-
hering to the Syllabus, the authors have kept
in view the ideals of Science teaching. As said
in the preface Science is the business of Know-
ing’ ‘The taue end of life is not kuowledge but-
action.” Hence the "treatment followed in the
book is such as to make pupils think and render
cram impossible.

"' The get up of the hook is very good. The
illustrations are, nearty drawn. The printers,
the Madras Diocesan press, deserve to be con-
gratulated on the attractive and excellent get up
of the book. For a boock to be used by our -
pupils for 3 yea's and having in all 600 pages a
stiffer wrapper could be used with advantage.
We congratulate the authors and the Editor and
trust they will receive the incouragemenf they
richly deserve,

/{5‘// L S 2
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