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ASSOCIATION

RULES.

1. Thename of the Association shall be ‘ The Madras Geogra.
phical Association.’

Objects. .

2. The objects of the Association shall be :—

(4)
(B)

(c)

(D)
" (E)

To promote geographical knowledge :

To secure for geography its proper place in the
High School, the University and its -constituent
and affiliated Colleges ;

To help to improve the methods of teaching geo-
graphy @ .

To wo:k for a school of geography being starled.;
To promote studies about South India from various
standpoints.

3. These objects sha!l be secured by :— .

(4)

(B)
©

(D)

(E)
(F)

Holding meetings and conferences, aund publishing
periodicals and occasional bulletins ;

Organizing geographical exhibitions and excursions ;
Helping in the preparation of geography books in the
languages current in the Presidency;

Forming a central library of geographical literature,
and collecting maps, charts, plans, models, slides
and instruments ;

Providing for circulation to members, of books,
periodicals, and other collections ; .

And bv such other ways as are deemed necessary to
effectuate the objects of the Association.

Membership.

4. The membership of the Association shall be open tn all lho§e
who are-interested in the promotion of geographical knowledge or in
the teaching of geography.

5. There shall be two classes of members, honorary and

ordinary.

6. Honorary members are those who shall be so elected by the
council by the majority thereof present at its meeting. They shall
. be exempt from liability to pay subsctiption, and shall have all the
privileges of ardinary membets, except voting.

Continued on Page 3 of the Wrapper.
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, 0]%‘

THE SANGAM WORKSY &' -~
IEA AR

1
INTRODUCTION, ‘

The shudv of the geographical data of the Ta‘t;axlx ‘S'_aﬁga.m works - ig
attended with some perplezing difficulties. In fhe ﬁrs?’*plnce very many of
the places mentioned in them are no longer identifiable. The very sites of
many are unknown and forgotien. Secondly, there are more places with the
same pame, and often there is a confliet of the probabilities and possibilities,
Tairdly, the works are complicated by the old commentaries on them. The
latter are, more often, traditional, not historieal, Side by side with real
gaographical facts ocecur legerds of a most bawildering character. Again,
there is the difficulty of the disappearance of places on account of ebanges in
the const lines and in the courses of rivers or on account of the xrruptlons of
the sea. Another difficulty is that thie very extent of the Tamil country has
changed in significance sinee then. Very often we have to look for places
mentioned in the S'aflga.m literature not in the districts now associated with
the Tamil-speaking paoples but in those occupied by the speakers of the
Telugn, Kanarese, Tulu and Malayalam tongues. The Tamil country
included in those days a very much larger area than now. Very often we
bave to locate the rlaces occurring in Sangam works outside the Tamil area
proper, but in areas which formed in those days part of . the Tamil world.
Indesd we have to. go oce usmnally beyond India, o the seas and lands
further east, for logating or 1dent1fymg some spots.

These difficulties however have been considerably surmounted by
the labours of several scholars; and though it iz not possible to
arrive at unanimity, a largs number of facts are commonly acceplad.
The searching analysis of the geographical data given by Mahamahopa-
dhyaya Svaminatha Ayyar in every one of his publications, is of incalcul-
able valua to the historical investigator. Very often, it is true, the eminent
scholar mixes the data of the originals with those of the commentaries ; but
this defect is nobt serious, With a little trouble we can see which occur in
the originals and which in the commentaries, and then separate the data for
investigation. The ready-made analysis given by the Mahamahopadhyaya,
of the countries, the Nadus, the towns, the villages, the mountaius, tbé rivers,
the religious centres, the markets, the legends, and numerous other items,
places the student under a deop debt. The same is more or less the cage with
the other scholars like Pinnattur Narayanasami Ayyar, the talented ‘editor
of the Narrinai; of Mr. Rajagopalacharya, the editor of the Ahapicviru;
Pandits Raghava Aiyangar and others. Interesting investigations have also
besn made by scholars like Kanakasabhai Plllal M. Srinivasa Aiyangar, Dr,
8. Krishnasami Aiyangar, and ohheryﬂmnks“tgbhese. we are able to make
a detailed analysis of the geongal dat& of the Singam works and are
able to infer the historical vicissi des as well as the chronology of the period,
$Q a eonsxdemble, though not qtgbe sabisfactory, eftent,
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TAE TAMILAHAM,

Natarally the first question that confronts us at the beginning of our
enquiries is the meaning and significance of the term Tamilabam. The
traditional boundary of the Tamil language (which is traditicnally regarded
as ons of the eighteen languages of the world), is that it was prevalent in
the country between the western and eastern seas (the Arabian Sea and the
Bay of Bengal), on the one hand, and between Véngadam and Kumari on
the other . Even to-day Vengadam (Tirupati) is regarded as the tradi-
- tional boundary of the Tamil language; but as a matter of fact, the
encroachment of Telugu has taken away some of the northernmost parts of
the Tamil area.

Vangadam however was only the infand boundary of Tamilaham.
Further east, in the coast, the traditional limit was marked by Verkadu,
now known as Ps]avérkadu (Pulicat) 2. It was bounded in the north, as we
shall see later on, by the region of the Vaduhas (or northerners). For this
reason it was known as Vadahar-munai, Vérkadu has been interpreted as
the forest of Val tress; but I have a dim suspicion thab it might ba a corrup-
tion of Aravakkﬁdd. the forest of Aravam, by which the northernmost
linguistic division of Tamilaham was then known.

The gsouthern boundary is of course represented to be Kumiri dr Cape
Comorin ; but there are some traditions3 to the effect that, in the earliest
days of Tamil literature, there was an extensive land further south of
Kuniri. The so-called first Sangam is attributed by these legends to the
age when such a land uxisted. That area is said to have comprised? as
many as 49 Niduas ; a number of mountaing (e.g. Kumarikkoda and Mani-
mala.l) a number of rivers (e.g. Pabrali and Kumariyaru, the distance
between these being 700 kidams), and a number of places of which the
wost important was the capital Dakshina-Madhura. It was at this
Dakshina-Madhura that the first Sangam is said to have been established.

The whole area south of the present Kumari is said to have been sub--

merged by an irruption of the sea. .

1. Compare: @GewraLe @Gofl @G Camsib
9. Mami'arar in Kuramtohai says:” a@er wpdsrug ea@ap oy
arar@)®, See also Nachchinrarkkiniyat's commentary on Tolkappiyam

Poruladikaram, Stbtram 113,

3. The tradition is recorded in the Silappadikiram, which cannot be
olassed with the earliest of tha Singam works. An earlier reference might,
be Kalittohai 104.

4, The details about the Nadus, rivers and mountains south of Kuwiri are
enumerated only by the commentator Nachchmarkkmlyar. many
centuries later. Kaunakagsabhai Pillai rightly remarks that “he does
not quote his authority for this statement.”” The names, moreover
are fanciful. They are apparently later elaborations from a vague
knowledge of earlier marine convulsions.
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The correct interpretation of the above tradition would postulate the
existence of an area stroetching for a distance of 1400 miles further south of
Cape Comorin ; for a kad\! is the same as the Sanskrit Gavyati, measuring’
two miles. But there is little proof of the existence of a large arsa of 47
Nadus south of Cape Comorin, It is in fact referred to as a large area only
by later writters like Nachchiratkkiniyar and Adiyarkkunal'ar, Pandit
Raghava Aiyangar? points out that an earlier commentator of the Silap-
padibaram locates the river Pabyruli in the neighbourhood of Kumiri, thereby
showing that the land south of the Cape was a small district. Further, the
same scholar points out, the commentator Pgrasiriyar, mentions that the
single distriet of Penpu adu alone went under the sea with the river Kumari,
Adiyakkunal'ar himself again betrays inconsistency in saying, in the course
of his commentary, that, as compeusation for the loss of his land in
the south by the invasion of the sea, the Pandyan king seized two kiurrams
from the Ctgra and Chola kings, an achiavement which could hardly have
satisfied him unless we suppose that his new acquisition was equal to the
loss that he had sustained. Further, there is the suspicious ocircumstance
that the conyulsion of the sea was the cause of destruction, both of the firsé
and second Sanigams. There seems to be more symmetry than truth in the
legend. There is indeed nothing intrinsically impossible in the convulsions
of the se4 and the disappearance of some areas. There are traditions to thab
effect in the legends of Ceylon. Tennent 3, for instance, describes three
occasions when the inundations of the sea swept off large areas of Ceylon.—

. one in 2387 B.C,, another about 504 B.C. and a third in 306 B.C. About

the third, the Rajavali, one of the indigenous chronicles on which Tennent
relies, states that, while king Tissa was ruling at Kalyan, he oppressed his
teachor to such a degree that the guardian deities of Lanka indignantly caused,
the sea to sweep away 100000 towns, - 900 villages of fishermen and 400
contres of pearl fisheries—in fact elsven-tweliths of the kingdom. The
Mabavamés assigns the same event, with some modifications, to 200 B.C,
There is thus nothing impossible in the asccounts which thoe legends give
regarding the enc'roachmenb of the sea more than once ; and it is unnecessary .
to go so far with M. Srinivasa Aiyangar ¢ as to say that the stories are mere
poetical exaggerations based on the destructive floods of the Vaigai and
Krtawal a rivers and that Dakshina-Madhurs was in reality a place only five
or six miles to the sourth-east of Modern Madura. When we study the
details, boweyer. the family liken‘ess of the terminations of the so-called first
and second Ssngams iz very suspicious. All that we can say is that the
tradition represents an age when there might have been some land furthér
south of Cape-Comorin which was submerged by the sea, But we cannot
1. But nowadays the meaning of Kaia has changed Ib is equa.l in common
par]ance to 10 miles. : - -
9, See Sen- Tami], EE
3. . History of Ceylon, - -+ -~ - - . :
4, Tamil Btudies,-~ -~ > - -~ T e e e e D
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gay how far the circumstantial details about Dakshini-Madbura and
other placss can stand scrutiny. In any case, the tradition is of no use for
historic times; for even the logendaries accept that the area vanished for
ever, very early, and that the Tamil world, from historical times of which
we kave any knowledge, has had only Cape Comorin for its vxtreme boundary
on the south. ‘

Wae shall now pass on to the western boundary of Tamilaham. A
discussion of this leads us to tha recognition of a very interesting facb viz ,
the mention of Tamilaham as a distinct geographical entity by the Roman
and Greek geographers of the first and second centuries A. D., thus giving a
clue tio the chronology of the éaﬁgam age. The Periplus 2 of the Erytbrean
Sea, which belonged to the last quarter of the lat eentury A. D, after
referring to the region called Dachinabades (Dakshinipatha) south of
Barygaza. (Broach) from north to south and after describing the country and
its ma.rkehs, inland and maritime, says, that {from the ports of Naura and
Mindis the country koown as Dimirike commenced. Bishop Caldwell was
the first to point out that this is nothing else than Tarm]aham, Dimirike,
sometimes wrongly written Limurike, was apparently the name given fo the
gouth in contrast to the Arvyaka of the north. The Periplus also shows an
intimate knowledge, not only of the general boundary of the Tamilsham in
the north but the ports and trade of the west coast and the political
ralation between the coast and the Pandyan country, indicating in
its time that Malabar was part of Tamilaham,«a fact which is
supported by Tamil iterature. This is also given by Ptolemy, a writer
who lived about half a century after the author of the Periplus. He
shows the same notion of a Dimirike south of Aryaka, describes the same
porbs with additional details aboub the political relations bebween them and
the Paadyan country. There are some differences batwasn the Periplus and
Ptolemy in regards to the different parts of the eastern sea; bub so far a3
the general no%ioas of the individuality of Tamilaham is concerned there is
no difference. Both writars speak of Taimilaham, as a region, which,
like Egypt, Chryse (the golden island), ete., possessed, to the foreiguers of the
day, a distinct-unity aud individuality. TaeIndian section of the Roman maps,
called the Pantingsr tables, also applies ths name Damirike (Tamilaham) to
South India. It is impossible to resist the coneclusion that the term is a
clue to the contemporaneity of the Sangam works and these classieal writers,

1 Phe Periplus distinctly says bhat Tamllwham began south of the Lieuke or
white island. This was first identified by Kaunakasabai with the Vellai- -
kal (white rock), eight miles to the north-west of.the modern.town of
Badagara. In Portuguese times it eame to be called, in consequence of
a tragedy, the sacrifice rock. Kanakasabai surmised that Naura might

have baen a small village on the banks of the Akalappula, no longer -
jdentifiable, He identified Tindis with Tondi, near modern Pallikara, .

five miles north of Quilandy. See Tamils 1800 yoars sgd, .pp: 17-18,°
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The deseription of the western coast by S'andam liferature is very meagre..
It is limited to a few incidental no%ices of some important places (e g.
Musiri) and their trade. The classical goographers on the other hand give
detailed notxca; of the ports,  towns, peoplas, and markebs. It is true that
these accounts show an ineorrack notion oi the Tondian constal outlines, Tiven
Ptolemy, though a great astronomer and researcher, had a false idea of the
map of India (which is raproduced) in Me Crindle. 1 An idea of the extre-
me inaccuraey of his nofion ean be seen from the fact thas he places the
great south-western point of India at Symylla, identified with Chaul, 20
miles south of Bombay. From Simylla he makes the coast turn sharply to
the easf and continue in that direction till the prcmontory
Commaria, the sams as Cape Comorin. Cape Comorin is thug
represonted as due east of Chaul! Then follows the Kolkhic gulf or the

* gulf of Manaar. It i3 said to be bounded on the north by a promontory called

Kory which must be identified either with Pt. Calimere or the Ramesvaram
spit. From cape Kory the coast for some distance is correctly given in its true
.northern direction. Bubt this is followed by the most exiraordinary mistake,
which is thus described by Mec Crindle. ‘The actual direction of the east coast
from Pt. Calimere is first due north as far as the mouths of the Krishnra,
and thereafter north-east up to the very head of the Bay of Bengal. Ptolemy
however . makes this coast run first bowards the south-east, and this for a
distance of upwaras of 600 miles as far as Paloura, a place of which the site
has been fixed with certainty as lying noar the southern border of Katak,
about 5 or 6 miles above Ganjam, Ptolemy places it at the extremity of a
vast peninsula, having for one of its sides the long stretech of coast jush
mentioned, and ho regarded it also as marking the point from which the
Gangetic Gulf begins. The coast of this gulf is made to run at firet with an
inclination to the westward, so that it forms at its outlet the other »ide of
the Peninsula.” As u result of these mistakes the Ptolemian map of India
possgesses a coast line more like that of south England or Spain.

In spite of the above defezt, there is no doubt that Ptolemy knew a
good deal of India and the information he gives is much more substantial
than what we get from the Tamil Hterary works, With regard to the
western coast, for instance, both the author of the Periplus and Ptolemy
rightly mention that with Tindis (Tcnd)) began the Tamil world. Tho
Periplus rightly locates it in the kingdom of Cherabothra, thas is, Ci; erapﬁtm
or Kara]aputra. The Periplus then desecribes the ports of Muzris (Musiri,
modern Cranganore), Neleynda {modern Negzingam), Bacara (wwodern Vaikka.
rai), pointing out incidentally that these places were in the Pandyan kingdom,
which thus is shown to have extended to the western coast. 1 then refers to
the Kottanora (Kubﬁ’a-nidu), evidently modern Kottayam), the dark red moun-
tains called Paralia along the coast (Pural= coast?), the port and hatbour
of Balita (modern Varkkalai or Janardanam), and then the port, harbour
and bathing place of the Kumari; Pbolemy refers to the same ports and

1. Ancient'India,
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gives the additional information that some of them wero in the territory
of the feudatory Pandyan chief Aioi, a chiof figuring prominently in Tamil
literature. One inference which Kanakasabhai Pillai made from these
references is that most of the places are on the eastern shore of the present
backwators and that therefore ' neither tha backwater which extends at
present to over 40 miles from Changanachoerry to Pallipuram, nor the long
strip of land which forms its western bank, and on which now stand tho
flourishing seaports of Cochin and Alleppey, was then in existence.”

With regard to the eastern coast, too, we are in the same position
so far as the sourcez of information are concerned. Tamil litera$ure is
comparatively meagre and incidental, and mentions only Korkai or Kapata-
puram, famous for its pearl-fisheries, and Kaveriplimpatianim, But the
classical geogfaphers give more details. The wuthor of the Periplus mentions,
after Kumari, the port of Korkai where, hs says, the pearl-ﬁsheries were
worked by eriminals. He noxt describes the coast-region as Argaru, which
has been taken by some to be the equivalent of Urayur, and by others with
Argalis Bay. Furbhor north he mentions the ports of Camara (which has
been identified with Kavacipaimam); Poduea (which has been surmised to be
Puduvai, modera Pondicherry); Sopatma (literaily, a fortified fort) to which,
he says, ships came from Damirika avd from the north for exchanging com-
modities : and then Masalis, bounded in the north by Dosarene, supposed to
be the Sanskrit Da3arnis. Ptolemy gives even more details. Leaving the
inland areas and towns which he mentiouns in fairly large number, we may
note the following places mentioned by him after Kumari:—{1] Kolkhie
gulf, which we may take as the gulf of Korkai, with its pearl-fishery ; and its
ports of Sosikourai and Kolkhoi {Korkai) on the mouth of the river ‘ Solen ’;
identified by Kanakasabai with Tambraparai; (2) The Argalio gulf, with cape
Koti, called also Kalligikon, and tho towns of Argeirou and Salour; (3) the
country of the Batoi with Nakimn the capital and with the other towns of
Thelkheir and Koroula; (4) Paralia forming the country of the Toringoi and
having the emporium of Khaberis in the mouth of the river Khaberos besides
anotber called Sabouras ; (5) the Arounarnori (Arvarnoi) with the emporiums
of Podouke, Melangi in the mouth of ithe river Tyna (Pennni), Kottis and
Manarpha. North of the Territory of Arouvarnoi he gives Maisolia, the land
watsred by the river Maisolos (the Krishn).

The description of the east coast given by Ptolemy is thus very detailed,
Tho inland towns which he gives against each of the coastal area are even

more detailed. The names given are so mutilated that it is very diffieult,

at times impossible, to identify them, It has besn suggested that Kereoi
may be the fisher class ealled the Karaiya 13; that the Batoi were the Vettuvar;
that the Toringais wera the Cholas , and the Aruvarnoi- were the Aruvas of
Aruvavadu. These identifications however have yet to ke worked out.

A study of the eastorn coast of Tamilabam involves the study of the

tradition regarding Kapatapuram. This remarkable place figures in .the
Sangam traditions as tho seat of the so.called second Academy and ag
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having been eaten away, like Dakshini-Madbura of the first Academy, by
the sea. Kapatapuram is referred to in the Arthashstral of Kautilya land
the Ramayana. The former refers o tha Tambraparnika and the Pandya-
kavatika pearls, that is, the psarls which are producc‘ad in the TEmbra:p.arni
and the Kavaty of the Pandyas. The commentator explains? Péndya:-
kavata as a mountain koown as Malayakstl in the Pandyan cou'n.try.
Dr. Krishnasami Aiyangar points out that the application of i;l;e term to a
mountain is inconsistent with the association of the pearl industry with
it, that it is more likely that, as the term means the door-way of the Pandya
it might be the promontory where the Western Ghats dip into the gea. Th(;
Ramayana describes the Kavita of the Pandyas in this verse :3 —

A gnd fesd amAfaPrafd |
T FAE GO T FEE A )

and thea proceeds to the description of the Mabgudra mountain said by
Agastya to be placed in the sea. It seems to me that Karatipura was the
8ame as Korkal, the eelebrated second capital of the Pandyan kingdom,
The legend about the submergence of Karatapuram arose pr.obably out of
the fact that, owing to the changs in the coastline, Korkai lost its importance.
It probably took pluce abt the time when Kaveririimpatbanam also was,
as we shall see, destroyed by the gea long after the Saﬁgam age.’ The inelu- .
sion of Kapabap}lram among the early places submerged by the sea was
probably due o a vague and inaccurate knowledge of the subject among the
later paople.

&

Such is the boundary of the Tamilaham as we are able to make it out
from Tamil literature and from the classical works which supplemest the
infor’mation given in the Sangam works. We shall proceed now to see what
the Singam works have to say about the component divisions of Tamijaham.

SECTION II
THE LINGUISTIC DIVISIONS OF TAMILAHAM.

’.l‘amil writers of a comparatively late period divided the Tamil-speaking
area Into two great divisions from the linguistic standpoint, viz., the area
where the Sen-tami] or literary tongue is prevalent and the Kodun-tamil whore
a roqgh form of the Tamil language, evidently logal, dialectical variations of it
wag in vogua.4 The Sen-Tami] area was Madura proper ; and the chun-tamif
ig said to have bsen spoken in 12 nadus of the South Pandya, Kattam, Kidam
Karka Ven, Puli, Panri, Aruva, North Aruva, Sitam, Maladu and Punaloadu
Of these? Kuttam, Kudam, Karka, Ven and Puli, comprised the modern‘
Travancore State and British District of Malabar, Ten Pandi was identical

. Shama Sastri's Edn. p. 86.

Dr Krishnasami Aiyangar's Beginnings of S. Ind. Hist
Kishkindbikanda, 41, verse 19, tory. p. 68.
Ct. the verse quoted below.

We do not know how far this definition represented facts of the time
of, say, Tolkappiya. .

8910 1
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with the Tinnevelly District. Armia, southern and norbbern, was ragpectively
the arca now covered by the Chinglaput and North Arcot Distriets. Sitam,
literally the cold country, was the same a3 that of the Nilgiris. Ma'adu, or to
use n mors plain name, the Malair 3du was practically identical with South
Arcot. Listly, Panri- adua was the district north-west of Madura. It will be
seon from this thet even Tinnevelly (Ten Pandi) and the Ct ola country {(Punal
Nadu) which are now inhabited by pepoles speaking pure Tamil were in those
days regarded as lands of Kxdun-tami] Onpe will naturally be surprised at thisi
but a little scrutiny will show a plausible explanation for it. By Sen-tami] the
traditionigts meant literary Tamil ard by Kodun-tami] they meant the popular
Tamil which was not used for literary purposes. Apparently the idea embo-
died in the above verse is that Madura or the Pandya country proper alone
was the land of literary Tamil and that the rest of the Tamil-speaking area
was oceupisd by people who were not famous for literary attainments, but who

weore speakers of Tamil.
@5 e Ly ey @Ll_/él @l__/z;‘réﬁr/iw:/r Gauasr i
67 W @HUT QI ST UL (G BT (1P L
F5wm or® Lere® OEZF T
ReQrsbe uareflm nm G ar,

We cannot say, howeser, thab this linguistic division of the Tamil world
was the earliest or the only one. QGunasigara, a Jaina writer of perhaps
the ninth century,! deseribes pure Tamil as the language gpoken in the
area north of the Vaigai and south of the Madura river, and east of Karur
and west of Maruvur. This would include, as Kanakasabbai Pillai pointed
oub with his usual acumen long ago, “.approximately the northern half of the
modern district of Madnra and the Tanjore and Trichinopoly districts.” I
would exclude Madura, the capital of the Pandya. The commentator Sena-
Yarayar and, after him, Nachchirarkkiniyar2 accepted this definition of
San-Tamil Nada, and they mentioned the names of the surrounding Nadus
from ths south-east to the morth-sast of Sen-Tam'] Nadu:—Pcnkar, Oli,
Ton-Pandi, Kuttim, Kudam, Psnri, Kerka, Sidam, Pali, Malayaw an, Aruta
and Aruvia Vedatalai, Gunasigara gave the same list with this difference
that, instead of Pcnkar and Oli, he had Vén and Punil Nadus. Kanaka-
aabhai Pillai goes on to point out that the very late writer Sankara
Namachehiiaya rejected the last definition as it would exclude Pandi-Nadu
and as it was the Punil or Cbola Nada that should have been excluded and
not the other.

Woe cannot say, how far these two versions were true reflactions of the
knowledge of the Sangam period, One thing is cerfain, namely, that if the
latter view is taken, tho early Sentam] ares would have to bo assigned
even & smaller area than what would be warranted by the former; for

1. See Kanakagabhai Pillai’s Tamils 1800 years agp, p. 12 and p. 14.
Ponkar is the same as Pcdunga-Nadu. ‘In the quotation given above the
spellings are moderniged.

9. In his Tamil Studies, p. 142-3, Mr, M. Srinivasa Aiyangar clearly
expo333 Nachehiod-kkiniya's goographical knowledge as well as that of
later writers. Tbhore was absolataly no.relation between their formula and

the reality. ve .
’

Tvo
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Pcdinga Nid1 and Oli Nad1 seem to have been, to infer from the method of
b’l'le enumeraticn given above, identical with the modern area of Ramnad and
Sivagania. In any cise it ig clear from what has been said that neither the
Chéra country aor Tond vmsndlam, nor even the Ot 5] imsnd J1 was regard.
ed as the land of Sin-Tami], though nisse would dare to di's.pur.e the pos~f’iou
of the latter two areas as the equals of Madura at the present day. ~

This geographicul definition of the Tamil area ix, in the light of tl.o krov-
ledga_ gained from history, earrect in soms respects and ineorrect in others
f&‘u? macc'ura,cy is clear in the fict that, evea in the days of the early;
Siniams, it was not ths Madura or the Pandyan country alns that disbin:.

gusihed itself for literary greatness. It is trus that the Singam wag.

!)cated in soma one or other of the places in the Pandy country. But even:
in this we find from tha traditioas of tha earliest Sihﬁ.;am that it was located
not in Maduara but in a land even furthasr south of Cape Crmorin which jg
s'upposed to have be:n swallowel by the eccroaching sea. The earliestVTamil
&} ﬁga@ was thus located not in what was Iater on regarded as the land of
S ntumil but further south of a land which was regarded as one of Kodun
tams]  Similarly we find an inconsisteney in regard to this dcﬁnitionﬂand.
the locabiou'of the so-3illed sezond Stﬁ;um. As will be shown presentl
the second Sanjam has bosn traditionally located at Kajasapuram wbisl;'
was ev'idenhly the sama a3 the famaus sea-port capital Keykai. This, it w(;ll
by obvmu's. is inconsistent with the claim wade that Mad{zm alone v;ms the
land of S:atvm}’ Again the very habitation of Agastya, the first great

literary figurs in Tamil langnage and litarature—in fact he was the reputed

fat;‘)er of the Tamil tongue—is even now supposed to be the Podiyil hill, which
is in the Tinoeveliy District. From all these facts we have to infer tixat tz

’.?eu-P» ndi eounbry was ag much entitled to the designation of the land o?
8:n-ami} as Madura proper. The fact ceems to be that, in the earlier period

of the dovelopment of Tamil from its humble beginnirgs into a literars
laaguage under the iofluence of the Brahmanical colonists of the type 03;
Agtsby.a., tha district of Tinnevelly played as important a part ag, if not a
more imporfant one than, the Madura country where the Sjﬁ’a;m came
aftecwards to be located. Ifthe traditions have any value at aa.ll the

appear toshow this. The inclusion of Ten-Pandi among I{cdun'~Tam?l
cruntries i3 thus not justifiable. ; . )

The same criticism applies to the CLolv cour try. Tiacugh the San-
g was never located thore, tha traditions point oul that linguistically and
culhu'mlly there was absolutely no difference between the Pindya and Ct 5.
v kingdoms. A large number of the Sinzam poets belonged' .to the Chola
cyuatry and published their works in ecslobration of their own king or .couz;-
try. The actual publication might have besn done in the Madura Acade-
my. lB'ubt:lhere is no doubt that the kings and landsof Pinal:idu wera
equrl in the eyes of the pists wi andy in their gre
R oo sub}-ef 3bs with the Pandya country in their greatnees;
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San Tami] outpat. Pular or Kaveripimpatte num was as celebrated as Kcrkai;

and K&l or Uraiyir was ag prominent as Madura. Thers could not have

been much difference between them. Neither geographical conditions ncr

o'her circumstances could have permitted such a distiection between

Madura and Trichinopoly as to make the former the land of a pure tongue .
and the litter that of an impure tongue. We bave thus to conclude that tke

inclusion of the Punal-rada in Kodun-Tami] area needs justification.

The same remarks apply to Tcndamendalam, as well, Some of tbe
“most celebrated poets of the so-salled last Ssnzam were patronised by
the Tcndwwrais or Tiandirayans of Conjeevaram ; and it is difficult
to say how they could have been patronised in aland of impure tongue.
Similarly the lands of the last seven chiefs. of Kengu of Malai1ada, eto.,
wore made celebrated in the Tamil world by a numbsr of poets.

Tt is in regard to the Cré:a Nad1 however that we find the largest
amount of inaccuracy in this definition  of Tamil land, It should always
be remembered that Malajalim as a literary tongue came into existence
only after the 10th ceatury. Wae hava no evidences to show that there was
o separate Malayalan language or literature till then, The Ctg@ra coun'ry
was regarded by the Greeks as Damurike or Tamiliham for the simple reagon
that the langaage which prevailed there was Tam | and that the land formed
part of Tamilvham. TIf was for this reason that tor a long period tha Tamil
language itself was kuowan to Earopeans who first becamp acquaintet,i with
Malabar as tho Malabar language  Further, we find from the Ssnism
works that the paople of K& ~1vor Org-a were proud to c:ll themselves the
votaries of sweet Tam'l  The Silappadil aeam, fcr example. says that
Karaka and Vijaya, the two Aryan chiefs, were punished by Sank. tt ivan,
the great G &ca congueror, for their speaking low of besutiful Tamil The
bowe speech of the Chara kings and thair people was Tamil The Aingu-
reniir1, ons of tha great works of the Ettttohai, was a work of five poets
'\‘vv};o.i)alonged to the Kgrels conntry. The work iteelf was compiled under
the orders of tha C &ca king Iramp-r-i of the elaphant)s eyve. The
beautifal epic $'lappadil 3-am again was a work of the Ctéra prinea 1l ngo
Adigal, the younger brother of § nk%tttivan. The P.d'rappattu celebrates
thé achisvements of the Cr&ra kinga and tho composers ol it regarded them
in the same light as thay elsowhere regarded the Pﬁr_xglyas Even in the
gaventh and eighth centuries we fied literary celebrites like Clg 1131
Perurrzl and Kulasgkbirs Alsar omongst Tami]l writers in addition to
Aiyamr‘ibmﬁc. the author of grammatical treatizse Venltan a'ai. Even Kamla
who belongad £ the twelfth century found an appreciative aud:enco in the

" Kgrals country S:nam literature always gpeaks of Ctéra at a Tamil Country.
The t;ames of villages in the Ol Gra country sgain are, in almost all cases, Tem |
thus showing that ethnically there was littls d°ffarance hetween the peoples of
Malabar and the plains further east. The terms for directions in Malabar
are again Tuwm'l. Tbe‘cq?f%g;;oig}?pdﬁﬁgggﬂhcenhrfas of Ilealabaf ll%{e T ndi
{modern Kadd \lm}d%ﬁ?psﬁlg, Vaaji seta, are a8 bggglmenb in Tamil literuatre
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a3 Urayir, Ka &'i;anpattanam, Madura and K rzai. Religious life Aalso
was the same. Till the close of the eighth century, in fact, Malabar was
regirded as one with the rast of the Tam ] country in regard to religious life
The temples of Malabar were as .venarabls as those of the Est in bhe;
eyes of posts, gaints and people. The C &§:a country was inhabited by the
early Temi | tribes and castes. Some of these minor Malabar cistes figure
in the inscriptions of Rajsndrachc 11 as late as the 11th century. The names
of villages ' like Vellancheri, Idicheri, Ayancheri, Valayanad, Purayancheri
and Pallipuram in the Kurumbranad, Valluvanad, Ponnani and other taluks

of the Malabar District clearly provo that K& s1v was once inhabited solely
by the Tam l4.” :

Similarly the statement that the Tam | in use was a Kcdan-Tamil in the
distant T2+ or P rvmbu: ad 1 is quite inconsistert with the recorded a'ubieve-
ments of the poets and scholars of that region. The same remsark spplies to

the Adizan a1 dominions immediately to the east of P ruxrbu: s lu

Ou the contrary, the inclusion of the Erumai Nadu, the territory of
['@. 5 Vel and that of Nannan of K- n'tapvm in § f5wm .lit:era.:ura shows a
rare insight. Thoso areas are now lost either to Malayalam or Kanarese; and
the i?clusion ofthem in tho Tmil area shows that Tamil alone was a lite’rar
language during this period; that the other Dravidian tongues were stilsi
primitive ; that the Tamil arer was much largsr in those days than in the
present. Luscriptions in facs show that, till the 1Llth caatury,

: ) some of the
court records in thesoe areas were in Tamil,

THE ORIGIN OF THE TERM ‘ARAVAM.’

Tho northern regions of Tam'] \ham formed the Ara a Nad1 immedijatel
south of.Veniadm, the Ecamai-Nadi farther west, and the.Tu a I"ﬁd‘us oS;
K dvm and K nk n.m still further west. Tha country icemadiately t.o the
north of Vény dun was ozcupied by the Vad 1bag, literally northerners, wajch
wight bs the name of a particular tribe or the puople of the north in g'eu'eml
The rulers orf the Dakkan and further north, howver, are not usually g-iven.
their dynastic names in Tam’l literaturs® bu vagiely cuvled Aryas., This is
a defect which has naturally given rise to a grod deal of coutroversy in Tamil
chrorolozy. Bat itis very easy to sea that, if tha Tamils formed g world by
themselves and if their interconrse with the lan1 furthec north was comparas-
tively meagre, if they politically and otherwise ware able to keep themselves
ab a high level of self-sufficiency, they might have been inditferent to the exact
names and rolations of the powers of ths north. Tamil geographical know-
ledge beycnd Tirupati ‘is of a most primitive type and to draw ‘h:'sborical in-
ferences on the argument of silence would be dangerous. Incidentally, it
may be noted that Tam |vham was probably known to the V. d shas or nor;;h-
erners as Aravam from the {act that the part of the Tamil cotlxntry immedia-
tely south of Véniadim was kaown as Arurd —rad 1, with its two divisions
northern and southern. It might be that the term Arutd itself arose from
a parlicular Tamil tribe called the Aruvilar, & tribe which figures in ‘Sangam
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litevaturo. But we cannot say how far this derivationis correst, The Arura:
radt ho~sever had & high repatation. Even Ptolemy refers to this. Between
the ULola eoast and Masalis, the grant port of that age, at the mouth of the
Kris! ny, Ptolemy moentions the country of Aroavarnoi or, Arvarnoi The
paople of this country might bave been the Aruralis. It seems to me that it
is in the term Aruta that we should look for the origin of the term Aravam
a3 applied to the Tamils by the later Tolugus.

It should now be clear thit the ancient Tamw jitham of the $intam liter-
ature coverad a much larger area than the preseut and, though the linguistic
divisinn of the traditionists is not quite consistent with practice, sbill it gives
a correct insight into the relat ve preponderancs of Tam ] among the Dravid-
ian tongues in the conturics immediately preceding and following the Christian
era. A prcof of this in my opinicn is nfforded by the name Dimirike whieh
Ptolemy gives to the whole rcgion as against the Aryaka or the Aryan coun-
try, identifiable with the Duksh na atha and further north., It is not meant
by this that the germs of the Telugu, Kanarese and Tulu tengues did not ex-
ist then. Toey might have existed among the masses. The courts however
used either Tamil or Prakrit in ease they werenot subject to Aryan influence
and there was no literary tongue as such in thess languages. The study of
the exact relations b tween tha different Dravidian tongues during the period
when Tamil was all active and the osher dialects were still ia formation is
a fascinabing subject for investigation. That Tamil was powerful in these
aroas is proved by the occurrence of Tamil place names therein, above all
other things.

With these preliminary remarks about the real extent of Tam liham we
shall now proceed to study what the Sinjam literature says about the politi-
cal, historical and commercial agpec's of the geography of the Tamil country.
Waeshall then be able t1 draw certain conclusions about the Tamil chronolo-
gy and history, which cao then ba checked and correlated yvith the conclu-
siong arrived at from oshor dasa than geographical, namely, literary, historieal,

philosophical, artistic, religious ard go on. :
SECTION 3.

Tag PoLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE PANDYAN KINGDOM.

The fundamental fact in political geography of the Singam period ig the
division of South India among the threa wajor powers Clg-a, Clolyv and
Pindya. So far as this main division is e-ncerned, theroe is mo ditference
between tha oirliest nnd the latest of the Sipnzam works. The boundariee of
the kingdoms must of course have tesn frequently ehsnging, as they were
constantly engaged in wars. But on the whole there were certain tradi-
tional boundaries which the poets have referred to and which we might teke
a8 normal, thovgh under some goversigns some dynasty might have gained
accsssion of territory for some time at the expense of its meighbows. The

- traditional boundary of the Pandyan kingdom is reflected in this verso,
generally attributed to the poetess Auvai.
Qaverarrp fer QaspE CwpEGL QuEQavaflwrid
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’fhab xfs, the Pandyan kingdoAm was south of the river Vellar, easf of a
ract of country called Poruveli, north of the limpid-waliered Kanni and west
of thg gull-frequented sea, forming on the whole au area of 56 ki lams or
560 ml.lesl- The Vella - refarred to here is the southern river of that name.
There is a northern Vellas, paufin‘ecally called the Vasishthanadi, in the
‘Salﬂ_n and South Arcos districts. It is forwed by the streams of the
.Kalmyan hills in the Salem district and after gning through the A* Gr pass
into the plain of South Arcot, flows ucross that digtrics to the sea at Portonovo
very o.fbefx forming, in the course of its 135 miles, the boundary between th;
two districts of Trichinopoly and South Arcot. This is not the river referred
to a3 the Fandyan boundary, The Southern Vellse which separated the
C.bol.l. from the Pand /an kingdoms waters the 'jl"nnjore and Trichinopoly
dfs.’.r‘lcts. It rises in the hills near Marungiyuri in the Trichinopoly
district, takes a gouth-eastorly course througﬁ the Puduklotti State
enl falls into the sea in Palk Sirait suth of Ps. Calimere. The
supersﬁx?ion among the Nattikkott i Chotties that their women should not
cross uh.xs river for the north, seems to be an echo of the tiwes when the Vellar
\va‘s ﬂ.t.x inber-state boundary. Nowadays, it is a very guick draining strea:;n,
bal‘ng in fl>0d for oanly six or seven days in the year during the monsoc;ns,
With rezgaz"d to the western boundary Peru veli, literally the big plain, we are not
able to say exactly what it was. It is probably the big plain which is east
of the Malayanra: mountains, which is boundsd on one side by the P.lai
hills and on the other by the Podiyil, and which is watered, in its west-e"rn
parts, by tha Uppor sz}'gai and the middle Periyar, which comes down
tbro.ugh it from ths hill. The southern parbs of bhis. plain country passed
ori into the domains of the chisf Ay. The chiefdoms of Poranau, Ay and
Pehan were along the western limits of the Fandyan kingdom ; but Ay had
apparrently full control over Véna and Ku;bam‘f'urt.her west, so thas tb;‘se
wel.fe rockcuned as parts of the Fandyan, not the Ci &:a, kingdom. Tn Vénadu
which must have baen called alter the forest of baioboo trees in that régi;)rj'
there wers the ports of Elankod, Kattiara and Bammals referred to by
wgstern geographers and identified by the late Kanakasabai Pillai with
Villavenkod 1. Ko. a-u and Poorgai respecti'vely. From the present location

1, 1t is difficult to say whether tho k7 lams referrod to the length of
the boundaries or to the waximum lengths and breadtbs cross-wise.

2. It may be pointed out that, in later days, the boundaries of the king-
dom are given differently. Vemberrd ar gives the same limits in the
north,’south and essh, but puts the western limit at Avaradi, the
great Siivite centre in the distriet of Coimbatore. Pug:rléadi gives

‘bl.le same boundaries for the north, west and south, but sa;s that the
kingdom extended from the Poruv: i (the great passage) in the west to
to the ranipart of the assembly of the Ni;aka, the excellent ruler of
Pinvay in the east. Peniivay was probably a seaport of Ponal-radu
and might have b.en at the mouth of the river Vellae, Kaml.)-a.’s de.s-
cription reproduces that of Auvai in entirety, .
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of these places the sama astute scholar inferred that, even
south of Vertalai or modern Kottayam, as to the north of it
the coast has receded six or seven miles since the days of Pholemy.
With regard to the inland towns in this region, Piolemy mentions
(1) Ponnata, (2) Alee, (3) Karoura, the royal seat of Kerobothras (4) Videris
avd (5) Adarim1, and he ilentifies them with (1) modern Poonjarru near
Meenachil, {2) Alwaye, the famous sanatorium, (3) Vafiji or Karur 28 miles
east by north of Cochin, (4} Pithara and (5) Atharimalai, Kuir was identifi-
ed by Caldwell and earlier szholars with the place of that name'in the Coimba-
tore District ; but Kanakasabai eorrectly identifiad it with the rnins of Tiru-
kariir, 28 miles off Cochin. Itis very probable that the Tiru-Kaciva- of
the later K& alo patti refers to the same place, The region around Cottanara,
famous for its pepper, was the sime ae Kuttwnadi, The land south of
Kuttim, Venad 1, was, together with Krttum, part of tha Pandyan kingdom.
Kumavi, ths goutheramssb point in the kingdom, i3 referrel to in the
Silappadikaram aod M:n'makali s a counter-part of Benares in Brabma-
nical pilgrimage The place of Kumarikksiu in the Singam traditions has
been already ! referred to. Ths Paindyan coast along the gulf of Kcrzai
(Colehic gulf) which was inhabited by the Kareoi (i.e, Karayanas or fisher.
men) who were experts in pearl fisheries, had, according to P«olemy. the
sea ports of Sosikourai and Kolkhoi (K:rkai) and the inland towns of
Mendela, S:lour, Tittoua and Mantittour. All these places except Kcrkal 2
dety, on aciount of their mutilation fron ths originals, attempts ab identi-
fication. Kcrkai which was in this age at the mouth of the Tambrapaini
(which is named Solen by Ptolemy) is now, five miles inland and bas
yielded?many arshmological things of interest. When the sea receded to its
ruip, its place was taken by Kayal which was flourishing in the time of
Marco Polo in the 14th century. Tuticorin became prominent only from the
16%h century, onward; but Sosikourai of Ptolemy sounds so much like
Tuticorin that one is tempted to say that it might have existed, though in
a more humble form, in the early centuries of the Christian era, that is, in
the Sangam age as well,
Immediately north of Kcrkai was tbe Orgaliec gulf of tbe Greek gec
praphers, which Lad Cape Koty (also called Kalligikon), the seaport towns
of Argeirou and Salour and the inland towns of Tainour, Pering kavei,
Korindiour, Tangala or Tags, Modoura the royal city of the Pandyan and
Akour. The Cape Koty referred to here seems to be the same as Dbapush-
k55, which aprarently indicates the existence of the Fama legend already in
this age. Argeirou is probably a corrurtion of Ura; tiru or snske city, a name

1. See also Sen-Tami), Vol. V, 162 ff.

9, The Madras Mar nial interprets it as ' Slaying band,’ a metaphori-
cal way of saying that it was a camp or royal headquarters, As I have
mentioned elsewhere it was probably the Kajatapuram of the Arthecastra
and the Riri~ana Tha pearl fishery at Korkai is referred to in the Periplus;
Aham 201; Maduraiklafichi 135 38; ete.
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which exists even now as Fin's 1, theisland of that famous name 33 milss
east of Ramnad. It is from this town that this parb of the coast came to ba
called Orgalia by the Greek goographers. Salour is apparently the pcrt of
Sa'a- 1, & few milss’ to the north of the Dhanushkg i spit. The Maduraik-
kafichi describes this town ag a {ar-famed port ever erowded with ships which
had crossed the perilous seas and from which costly goods were Ja~ded, in
picturesque surroundings, to the waving of flags from the must-tops
and resounding drums on land. Kanakasabhai Pillai identified Tainoue
with Tg-@: 2 in Madura District, referred to in some Tamil poems as tle

“capital of a chief named Te:vin-¥6va1. He identified Taunpala or Taga
with Tannzal 3 in Sastur Taluk and points out that the S lappadit & -am men-
tions that the revenue of the town of Tanzi (as well ns Viyalii®) were assigned
by a Fandyan king to the temple of the gaddess at Madura.,

We now pass on to the city of * Modoura ’, which wae of course the celeb-
rated Pandyan capital. It was six miles to the south-east of the modern
town of Madura. Very probably the capital was transferred from K rzai to
this place on accovnt of its advantageous situation inland., The very name of
the city indicates thab it was founded in an age when the story of northern
Mathura which was closely ass>ciated with Krisl ny, was to some extent a
familiar thing in South India. It should be rewembered that even in the days
of Magasthenes the legendary connection of the Pandyas with Kriskna
(whom he calls Heracles), was well kuown, Tae Pindyans had also the
pames of Pafizhavan and Kauriyan, atter the sons and nephews of Pandu.
Tnese facts seem to indicate that the Pandsai were semi-Aryan io their
or'gin, ab least in prolession. Madura of the é\ﬁgnm period and of the Greek
geographers was fortified in n formidable manover 4. The forts had four
gates surmounted by lofty to wers which touchad the
clouds. The walls wera constructed of stone and surrounded by a deep moat.
The city was also defended by a jungle of thorny trees sll round, The
S’aﬁgam works degeribe in a picturesque mauner the arrangements for the
defence of the city. They say that the gates were wide enough to allow
saveral elepdaants to go abreast and that weapons and missiles were skillfully
concealed in the walls, to be discharged at a moment's notice against an un-
suspecting enemy. The Silappadi} aram refers to the fact that Yavana soldiers
used to guard its gates. This poem also refers to the broad, splendid and

1. It must have been very near, or identical with, Tecndi which (to-
gether with I'ag:ipattenim) figured in the wars betweon the Panlyas and
Coaylon,

2. It might be the villaga of that namn 11 miles to the northwest of
Madura.

3. It i3 12 miles west of Siuthur. Tirattan &' is said to have been
given as a Brahmadaya by a Pa:dva. See Ainkufunuru in 54 and 57.

4. Theo finest pen-picture of Madura i3 eontained in the Maduraikkagi-hi
the Silappadibaram, and the Nadunalvadai.
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flag-adorned strects, the mackass, the couckezins, tha gsldsmiths, corn
merchants, cloth merchants, in the city. 1t was thronged by foreigners speak-
ing ditferens languages. Its streets always echo3d to the tread of elephants,
charizts, horses ani footmen. It was full of occupations of evpry type. It bad
the Velliambalam or the silver shrine, the grandest building in the city:
dedicated to S v, hesides the temples deiicated to Vishnii, Balacgva, Sub-
rahmenya and Chin'a¥gsi. The Maduraikkdfichi mentions the existence of
geparate monasteries for the Buddhists, Brabmans and the Nirgranthas in
the city. These two poems seem to b3, to judge from the nature of these
referonces, indicative of their composition in a comparatively late period, a
period which cannat be the same as Lhat of the vast majority of the Sar‘x;am
works proper. There is no question that, of all the cities of Tami]ham,
Maduras was the most cultured and famous in the period with which we are
dealing, It was the seene not only of soldiers constantly on the march and of
merchants always busy in the market but of thebest scholars of the Tamil
world, organized into 'Sanjams,' for literary censorship and intellectual
disputations. i
According to P!.olemy: the coast beyond Orgalic gulf, which must bave
been the border land of the Pandya and the Ckdla States, was the country of
the Batoi. It is supposed that these Baboi were the Tamil Veddivar-or
Vedars, a caste of hunters. Kanakasabhai Pillai believed that this land was
also known as Panr'-: alu or land of pigs. It is doubtful, however, whether
Penr'-rada can be located here.  We have reasons to believe that it was the
region around Palai that was known in those days as Panri-nidu. Piolewmy
wmentions that in the country of the Batoi the metropolis was Nikama.
Kanakasabhai identifies this with Nacai or Naga-paddinam, modern
Negapatam. From the fact that Tamil poems make no mention of this plaer,
he infers that thers was not perhaps much intercourse between the Véd ir and
the rest of the Tamil people. Besides Nikams; Ptomely mentions the
coastal towns of Thelkheir 1 and Koroula 2, and inland towns of
Kalindoia, 3 Bata 4 and Talara 3 in the country of the Bato'.- It is after
this that he mentions the land called Paralia whish, he says, was also
the country of the Toringoi ® from which we have to infer that Paralia and
Toringoi referred respectively to Punsal-ridu and the CLkolas. Ptolemy's

Paralia might be a corrupton of Punal-nidu.

1. Can this be Talaichchankada, the ° Saivite centrs south of the

P

Kaveri and meantioned in the ' Silappadil -am as the native place of the

Brahman Malalan ?

Probably K nrar,

Can it bs K 1ap; Geeyil ?

It reminds one of the name like Pattukko.tai.

Cf Talayara or Talayilanganam,

Toringoi might be a mistake for Choingoi {Ckd'araza ?).

S o o
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. Such is the extent and the geographical limit of the Pandyan kinjdom.
Passing on to the internaldivisions of the kingdom, we are able to infer [rom
the literature of the period that thers ware a numbsr of subordinate chiefdoms
which figured infhe political and literary activities ¢f the age. The southern-
‘most of these chisfdoms wa3 Naijilnad 1 of Porunan. The chiefdom
comprised th3 extre ne south of Venadu (Travancore) and area south and west
of the Podiyil hill of Agastya. Porunan was one of the chiefs who reballed
in the time of Nedufijeliyan (Aham 36). Porunan who bas besn celebrgted‘
by Marudan I]iraga, in Puram 137 to 140, was ab times a feudatory and
General of the Ct&ra monarchs. .

Another chief who figures in Podiyil is Tidiyan 2, a contemporary of
Ollaytir Bti:a Panlya. (See Aham 25,322 & 331).

Still another chief who distinguished himself in the vicinity of the
Podiyil hill was Palayan Miran of M5.ii-. 2 A lot of speculation centres
round this chief. It has been maintained for instance that he was_ the
oldest line of the Paindyan stock, that he was the highest dignitary in the
state next to the Pandyan king and that he met the Vamba Maoriyas
and other northern invaders in the neighbourhood of Podiyil hill, and there-
fore had a part in thwarsing the Maurya invasion of South India about the
time. o‘f Bimbisara or Aéska. This is the view taken by Dr., Krishnaswami
Aiyangar of the Madras University. I am unablo to agree with him in his
theory that Psliwyan Maran was a contemporary of the Mauriyas of the 3rd
century B.C, and that he had a part in withstanding an invasion of South
India by them, The Vamba Moriyas and oSher allied tribesswere, in my opi-
nion, tribes of the Telugu-Canarese area who played a part in the political
r:-_onvulsior:s of the period which immediately followsd the downfall of the
Andhras and wao were the indirect cause of the advent of the Gangas,
Kadambas and Pallavas. It is certiin hawever that Polwyan M3 -an was a
very important chief. From the fact that the Ck 6}y K-1l1 Vslavan, who besieged
Madura ovce, was routed by him (Aham 345) aund that his pride chastised a
feudatory of the Ct& a Senkuttuvan snd invited an invasion from him, it is
clear that this chief was one of the active potentates of this period. His
greatness can be realised from the fact that he figures, though in a distorted
manner, even in the legeads of Ceylon.4

Ay OF PoD1YIL,

) Another feud_ntory of the Pandya king whose name we meet with in
Sinzam works_i_s Ay who owned tne lands immediately north of those owned
by Portnwn. Ay is mentioned as one of the seven last chiefs. Ha belonged

L. Henco he was also Koown as Nanjil-Vsllavan,
2. See S‘an-Tamil, Vol II, p. 267 ft,

3. Mo U+ might be Tirundtur near Madura (6 wiles to the north),
4. Toerelation between these and Mugindai, the chief of Vembi Nadu (in
Tinnevelly Ds¢,) wao was a groat gives of of sandals, chariots and elephante
to servants, is not known.
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tothe Vellaly agricultural caste. He was the master of the Kaviramalai,
which seewns to bave been another name for Podiyil; for Podiyil was the
souree of the Ta ubrapain’® which seems to have also beea known as Kavéri.

It is well- known that Agastyagiri was called Podibai, litorally a hill cf .

elepbant foresis. Ay's territory was thsrefore naturally rich in elephants,
80 rich in them thab he gave them asrewards to scholars ! Ay had t1a Sura-
punna garland for his ins‘gnia, Tae famozs Ay who figures in literature is
also called #nd rin. His country wis, thanks to the Ta n'rapa ni, very
fertile, and his soldiers were a terror to others. Oo one occasion the Ay chief
had gone to fight wit’ the distant K 113 themsolves, we may presume, 88
the feudatory of the Fand/a. The Ay of Podiyil should not bs conf sunded
with Ay Byinan or Adigan of K~1 u who appozed Mighiliin the battle of FPali
and was killod by him. It was the Ky of bhe‘Podiyil that is re‘erred to by
Greek writers as the owner of the ports of Kuttarads. The term Ay or Aya
was in all probability a corrupt form of Yi lava.

LY

PEEAN OF KANMAMALAL

Another feudatory chief in the Pand 'an kingdom was Pghan. Hb% ‘was
the master of the territory immediately north of the P. ]4i hills and up to the
hills giving rise to the uppsr watars of the Ama avasi. P&1an was also one
of the gsven last” kings. His wffe was K. onki, indifterence to whom was
ended by the interfersnce of several poets. Param 141 says that he once
covered a peacock with a cover protecting it from cold—ao charitable he
was® His mountain was, for obvious reasons, called Kanmamalai. It
was immediately north of Pghan's land that the Cl&ra had access to the
Kongu region. Elsewhere we are told that Pghan had for his capital Nallir
in Malairad1.l This Nal@- was probably a village near Palghat or the Pu]ni
hills. Peaan has also been called Vaiia/ik¥s or king of Vaiya /i} a corruption
of vaikapuri by which the region of Ps]ni and viid ikshi is known., The
chief Ned 1-v.] Avi who figures in Abiams I and 61 was perbaps an ancestor of
Pghan,

Evvi oF MUTTURU AND MILALAIKKURRAM,

The northernmost part of the Pindyan kingdom was occupiod by a
chief called BEvvi. This region was known by the name of M ilaikkarywm
and had io it a place called Muttd ‘u also on the ¢rast, where pearl-fisheries

1. It seems to have bheen the corruption of Va'&rapuri, or Viahrapuri.
9. I am tempted to identify it with Naldi+ near Baypore but it seems to be
too far off, beyond Ful -+ adu, to be placsd in P&han’s chiefdom.
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wera carried on, asin the urther sotth. Bevi's Nad1tis referred to
in Ahams 115, 126, 266 snd 366. A part of his Nadu was watered
by the Ki @4, thus indiating that it extended far north at times
into the Ckoly lands. In fact Mi].laik@rrsm s-ems to have teen a
border distriet sometimss forming the southernmost outpost of the
Chol. kingdom and g-metimes ths northernmost provicea of the Pandya
kingdom, Tne provisce was 8o rich in psarl fisheries thai merchants sold
things in it nob f.r csins bub pearls! Posts Manzcd Maruda (Puram 24)
anl Kican of Fudia i'2 (Aham 366) refer to the abundance of the
maradam aod paydal lands in it. Evi belonged to the Valir family (Puram
24). H) wasa great donor of gifts t> savants. I3 was a rebel against
Necd Rjeliyin and d>feated, by him at Manwail, 3 he wa3 deprived of his
chiefdom. Evvi anparently died in the hattlefield (Aham 115 and Kuru. 19).
Evvi wis also kaown as the chiel of Nidi:,4¢ which has not been identified.

Such were the chisf political divisions of the Findyin kidgdom.
Inthe west, it was separated from the C &ra kingdom proper by the
Eutt a &1u which was subject to- the control of Ay. In the north it was
in touch with Pi'i of the O- §:a¢, the Kinm3 of the Pghans and the Evvis
of M Ilaikkirrim. Besyond theso were situated the lands of Fadi, of the

~Kerus and of the Ctolwe of the Ponil-ridu.  Within this extensive
region there were a number of towas, forts, religious centres and other
places of interest mentioned in the Singam works, These have yeb to be
studied in detail,’the  problem of identification baing of special importance.

1. There is soms inconsistency in regard to the loocality agsigned to
BEvvi’s territory among scholars. De. Krishuasami Aiyangar places it round .
about the port of Kcrkai. See Ancient India, p. 61, 370 and map pp. P
369. But M ] 'a kkiirrim was distinctly along the north coast of Madura
District. In it was situated Avady a- Kol and the sea-port of Tirupperun-
der i which later on figured in the legends of Man'kkayvasiga. It was the
southornmost provinee of the Ctolv kingdom, sometimes the northernmost
province of the Pind;a kingdom. Fyr the topography of Mxltlkaurmm
ges the erudite article of Radhakrishna Aiyar in the Sen-Tamil,
Tn hiz Beginnings of 8. Ind. History, p. 202, Dr. 8. K, impliedly gives up his
previous view and says that Evvi's territory was on the Coromrandel coast,
" embracing a part of the Padukkotta State and the District of Ra.mnad

9. Kuda-1g;il bas been identified with the village of that name a fow
miles off Kumbakonam in Tanjore Dt.

3. M.npavayil might be Manilur, about 8 miles east south-east of
Madura, where the battle might have taken place.

4. There is a Tiru-Nidd: one of the Suivite centres north of the
Kia ¢ i and a Tiru-Nedungalam, abother Siivite centre south of it. The
latter might be the Nidar of Evvi but it seems to he a little too far north.
However, as Evvi's land is said to have been watered by the Ka-&-i, it is nob
quite improbable.
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We understand for instance that there wers temples to Subrahmenya, to
Visbn, ete.; places famous for sacred eprings aid resorted to by votaries of
Visini; and sc on. Wo have to sea hov far these belong to the Singam
age and how fir they were subsequent. We havs to study also the
commerecial importanca of the rlaces. We are toil, for instance, that the
produects of the Pandyan country were oarriec to the western ports
through the country of Ay and exportel from the:q, Wa also find that
on tha way from Madura so Ue wir, in tho regioa of the Sirumalai, there
ware groves of mango and jack trees, arecanct and ceoanut palms and
the cultivation of onion, saffron, ragi, millet, hill rice, edible-roots,
plantain and sugar-cans, We also koow that Madura was a centre of
weaving. Various other facts illustrative of the comma.cial geography
of the S niam pariod have veb to be collated together.

SECTION 4. -

THi CHoLas

»
[}

The Ct ol pawar of the § njam period was generally kncwn as ptnd-
ridu. Its principal mountaing were the Kollimalai, stretching north of the
K& @-iriver and the N& -i-malai ! south of Urayti-. Its chief river was the
Ka eri. Poetess Auvai gives the boundary of the CLolv country in this
starza,

s Bpee 0553 e;mw@ﬁ@ Qauarars oy @
T @ Fos@s Carudsmrunns
L B F 5@ Qe @B Quiss S o,

g sTHarsm Barpsr. QL domea Quen Foord,
BUL BTHET, (7

From this we understand that the O ola country was hounded by the sea in
the East, the V.[la- in the soush, Kottvikkarai in the west and the P. nnu
in the vorth, the whole extont of the country being 24 15dams2. Kott vk
karai has been idantifiad with the place where the Karai- ottina - falls into
the Ka &-i twelve miles west of Mug ri. The P nnii is the modsrn south
Pennvi which flsws through. the Salem and South Areob Distriets.  Iater on
Pugalz1di gives ths boundarv of the (! ola kingdom as the sea to the east,
the Vellara to the south, Kottakkarai to the west aud Il m to the north,
the whole bsing 24 izlams. We do not know what is mesant by Ilwm, 1%
ganerally means Ceylon, but hers it probably meauns the aroa known in the
Sinzam period as Mavilengi,

The capital of the C- 6l kingdom, Urayd, (near Trichinopoly), has
been calleiin Tamil literature K. 1% on account of the story that a cock
is said to hve attacked an elophant. The name Urayii- sesms to have been
a variation of Ursgapuri or the town of serpeats, We have perhaps to
infor from this that it wag originally established by the Nims. It was

. strongly fcrbifisd by walls a1d wosds of thorny trees. The Silappadil 3-am
refers to a temple ot Arha and the Nirganthas and to a femple under an

" 1. This s9aras to have hion also known as Ne-i-1@yil. A battls was
fought thers by Sentuttuvan on behals of his Citolv brother-in-law with
eight rebel chiefs.

2. The area seems to ha inaccurately estimated,
3. Hence the title Kolikksa to'the Ct ola kings,
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Adoka trea. The second capitai of the Cldls was Katgciyxu <pattanum,

the celebrated sea-port at the mouth of the river Kavesi. As we fiod that
KT ¢ ifimpattan'm was always coupled with Ura: ue, we bave to suppose

that it was founded as the pyret of Ucayis The exact topography of. tho part
has given riso to some con‘rovarsy. Tamil literature gives evidence to
show thas it was at the. mouth of the rviver Karvgi. Even to-day
there is a village or group of villages called KE\'E?ipantPr)'m' a:b the
mouth of the river. . That this is the representative of the ancient city is pro-
ved by the. facts that the Bllai Amman Kovil which mark?q the western
bo'unda.ry, of the ancient city is still there, that local traditions point out

‘many places of interest in association with Karilal Ci 3l e.m.i 'thab even
néw.r,' on the south bank of the river, ttere_is the site of an anc.lent; road
'gbim towards the ses, Half a mile to ths norsh of 'thx‘s,. in the middle of a
“gantle.slope, lies the prasent apo'ogy of a river. Ttis lnsEglﬁca..n?;, starved and
,-is in o nead of embankmentson either side. The antiquariab can bo‘“?ever
:cle‘mly g9e that it is but the tiny fragment of a broad and magnificent
"river which once gpread over a mile and which is now covered by ponds and

fislds.. There is thus no doubt that Bave i@ npatbsnim wa3 situated af tke

- mouth of the prexsenb Kavéri.

;,_'Pbolems;’s reforence to the Ki<g:i in the middle of the 2nd century

A D, howerar has givenrise t2 some interesting doubts and dis__cussions.
"He rﬁenﬁons Khabarig an emporium and the mouth of the river Khaboerog
‘a8 apparently separate, Ha locates the first in 1282 30, and 159 4, and

the lat‘er in 1292 and 15% 15 ', Tt aopoars from this that the port in
‘Poolemy’s tima. was apparently not at the moith of the river. How are
we to explain this incon»sis‘:ency ?

“*Mr. K 8. Vspkatramani has in this connection made an intefssting
suggastion 2, Ha says:— " Koliidam did not ab all exist in the days of Kari

‘ki'an. If ibexisted, there would have bsen po pressing need to pu up such

.s'trong embaokments on both sides of the K3 64 as Karil dlan d?d. The
entire volume of water which now fiads its way through Coleroon in.flaod-
time, was discharged into the sea at the.time of Karika an at K .veripattinam
where the river was then more than a mile wide and very deep. Then
the cnly drainage chaunel of the Kate:i, direct or indirect, should
bave becn ths Palwar (i.e. the old river) which survives to-day.
Karira'in's mighty embankments from éli'aﬁ;am to the sea pressed the
river up till it gavs birth to the Coleroon in one stormy night  For, the
victories of mau over nature have a silent nemesis. Even to-day the levels
are such that the Coleroon and the Ka ¢ cannob es-exist »Without some

1. An earlier nama for Ki-Gripattanam js said to have been Chamra
or Cham:' a7ati. Sea Manimakalsipyalikam, times 30-32,

2 In‘the Hindu, March-17, 1926, See also Mr. T. G. Aravamudan's
The Kaveri, the Mavkharis and the Sxﬁgam:Age. pp. 60-68 for an excellert
raview of the literature in counection with the Kawg i
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artifisial regulation or anicut. The Kaveri ig a high-bed river. A fow miles
to tho ncrbh, the land abruptly slopes towards the sea in a line which the
presenh O>slecoon marks. But fur a small high stretch of land running bet-
ween S isan sam and Mustiei to the north of the river, thereo would have been
no Ka &:i at all, bub only a Coleroon. Karili an’s embankmenta extending
from S -irantam to Kivécipattinam curbed the flyoded river and drove it
back to find the waakest spot for eseape batwesn Mug ri and Trichinopoly.”
A wild torrent from the west joins the Ka ‘€ i at the other side of Elamu @ s
making the river at this spot still weakar, Ons fateful night, as Mr. Venkata-
ramani eloquently describes, some decades after the death of Karika's, the Cole-
roon suddeoly burst at this weak spot, reducing the mighty embankments cf
Ki:ila'an to insignificance and ending for ever the original beauty and grand-
our of the K& &ci. ' This great change must have happened some decades
after the death of Konka'sn and ab least a hundred years before Ptolemy
vigited these parts and noted tho settled facts and traditions. The Kolli-
dam was heace both the main river and entered the sea at Porto Novo,
Kaveripumpattinam was divorced from the mouth of the real river by
many miles.” It therefore dwindledin importance. Its people apparently
founded the city of Chidambiram on ths banks of the Cslercon on a safe
eminence aud called it therefore S5 & s nyam after the place from which
they came. Whnen Ptolemy distinguished the mouth of the Khaberos from
the smporium further nortb, hs probably meant not Ka €', Unpattinwm
which was decadent hub the city in the mouth of the Koleroon.

It seems to m> that there is a great peobability in the suggestive theory
of Mr. Venkatramani, Oone thing is certain, that by the
time of the Suappadili:am there was a Ccleroon distinet
from_. the Ka~g i, Silappadbihnram distinetly refers to S1 gniam
temple, fo the deity Vist n1lying recumbent in the large island amidst the
wide billows of the Ka &r., It is probable that the Coleroon came into
existence between the days of K iril atan and the days of the composition of
Silappadhil aram. 4 is very probable that during this transitional paricd
many of the numerous water courses which now characterise the Tanjore
delta were excavated by the imméiiate successors of K-r1a-an so that the
water which was runaning in waste to the sea was ulilise] for the economie
exploitation of the kinglom., Tawil litsrature gives no referenea 1 to the
branches of the K3 @ i except the Ar § 1; but. we cannot infer frotn this that
there were no branches. What with the formation of the Coleroon and
what with the utilization of the river in numsrous streams and tiny stream-
lete, the K=z &1 naturally lost itsell before it reached the ses. It became
gilted up and the city of Ka:&ripatt: n m becams a desertud, desolate area
in o sea of sands very near the sea which had once given it a world-famous

1. Tbe Mackenzie MS. (i17—4—43) referring to chief of Ayolh&
settlmg in the south and excavating the Kollidam and Venna @ as branches of
the Ka &1 can herdly ba taken seriously. The supposed reference to the
Odaml 5kki is very doubtful. : .

65

prosperity. Again, another reason has been suggested for the irreparable.
decay of K& G ifinpattenvm. The poom Myn mékalai gives a very interes-
ting anezdote to the effsct that the CLoly kiag, having lost his son at
gea, ' wandered- along the beach, distraught with grief, and the people
abandoned in counsejuence the usuil lestival to Indra; thersupon, the
patron deity of tha city grew wroth and laid a curse on it. The sea
quickly over-whe'med the city and in consequenca the king belook
himself elsewhere’ Apparently the city was destroyed by an eruptlon
of tha sea whlcb thas comoleted the work of the irrigation channels,

5 may be pomted ous hera that tha Brihatsamhbita which belongs to
late fifth centary and early. sixth century mentions tho Ka &:i in the plural,
thus hinting that thera werd already a number of branches and that the
Co'eroon and a fow at least of tha artificial rivers of the delta wera already

existinz. 1 ) . ]

At all evonts GRa1azambnda refers to the Knllid vn, to the Arigvar 1 and
to other branches of the K& & i. Healso sposaks of an old Ki &ri distinet
from the pres'n% onme. From his references to the various villages we find
however that by the old E&:& 1 he evidently meant the present Ka &ri. His
old Ka &ri must have been thus a different one from the present. Qae tbing
however we can be sure of in regard to the Ka &ri at this time. The Coleroon
was distinctly formed as well agths delta; and while the prosperity of the
delta was assured, the prowperlhy of the city atits mouth was irrevocably
doomed.

Kasgrifimpattsn m was known in the S niam days as Pul a+ and Ka-
kanti, With his usual erudition Kanakasabhai Pillai wrote about it:
*We have a full description of this town in the poems Chilappadika :anf and
Psddinapys'ai. It was also known as Pukiror Kakanthi. The litter name

is said to have been given t> Ka &ipsdd:nam, because it was once ruled by a
prines called Ka'kanthan. The name Kakandi oceurs in'Bharautinscriptions,
which were engraved in the firat or second century B.C. Oage of the inscri-
pbions records tha gift of the nun Sorna from Kazindi.,” A Buddhistic Jasa-

ka refers to the Buddha in a pravious birth procseding t3 ths kingdom of

1. The confusion between the K3 @:i and Coleroon is seen among
lator Buropean geographers Yule in his map of Ancient India treats the
pressnt Coleroon as the Ea €:i and places h"m g-ittinpa'trn.m 8 miles to
the south of it. It may be poiuted oub in this connection that thereis a
tradision that the Coleroon was the old Kavéei and that Ex &-iLt npattanwm
of to day did not lie on the site mentioned in classical literature, Bus
this is not probahle as the evidences in connection with modern ruing at the
mouth of the present K& &+ cleirly indicate theidentity. The Colercon
itself was often changing its course; for we know of two Coleroons, the old
and the new. Reforences to Palviya u, P:11n' 2601, Pr1inke |l'dam, indicate
the frequent changes in the beds of tLe rive:s. .
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Damila and dwelling in a park near K& &cipsttany and cultivating mystic ec-
stasy and supernatural powers there. It is clear from this that Xa &ci; u o-
p-tt nym was in existence in the 3rd contury B.C. at least. The Maniméka-
Iai says that previously it was known as Chamyitpati and that, in response
to the prayer of a coertain Kaataman t) relieve it from distress and famine,
the goddess Champa welcomed the Kave:iand had the town renamed after the
river. We have perhaps to infer from this that the earliest settlerent was
known as Champarati and that abous the third century B.C. or possibly a
century later, it was changed to Kavéripumpatt .nim. The 1elerence to Kakan-
ti seems to indicate the same date.

However it might have been, the city was one of the most flourishivg
ports of the age. It was built, we are told, on the north batk of the
river, which wag then broad, deep and full of busy, heavily-laden ships.
The town was in two parts, the inland Pattinap; akkam and the coastal Mar-
usiirp) akkam. Between the two portions therewas an extensive open ground,
where, in a beautiful avenue, was held the great fair of the city. Theres wers
geparate streets for the king, for cars, for morchants, Brahmans and other
clasges of psople. There were sottlements of Yavana and foreign merchants.
The poems refer to the magnificent trade of the city, just as the western geo-
graphers do. Thera is reference to skilled artisans from Magadha, mechani-
cs from Ma alam, smiths from Avaiti and carpenters fiom the Yavara land,
indicating closo intercourse with Northern.India in art and trade. There is
algo reference to a cainopy of pearls sent by the king of Vajra (Bundelkhand),
a hall of Suate furnished by the king of Magadha, as well .as an ornamental
gate-way presented by the kiog of Ariati. There were temples dedicated
to tho Kalpaka tres, the elephant Aibiivaba, the weapon Vajra, and the

“deit’as Bailacéva, Su+ya, Chandra, S va, Subrahmanya, Sum\a’wrg_nr
Nirgrantha, Kama and Yamsa., Thetre were seven vil a+as huilt by [ndra far
300 monks. All thcse indicate not cnly & very extersive religious contact,
with the north bu4. that paral'elism of the Buddhistie, Jain and Hindu
activities which forms tha chief feature of Aryavarta from 300 B.C. to 300
AD. We are told that horses were brough5 from beyund the seas,
as well as pepper; gold and preszious stones from the northern mountains ;
sandal and ahil from the western mountains; pearls from the scuthern
seas ; and coral from the eastern seas. The products of the Gabges and
the Ki &, the articles of food from Ilwm and manufactures from Krlskam
{Burms), met there. Theza indicate K&\ i, impattanam® »s an inter-
national port of the firat raunk,

The reforences of the Greek writers to the ports and inland towns of
the Cl 5'a country are very confusing. Besides Khaberos. Ptolemy refers to
‘another emporium called Sabouras. 1 suspect that he meant by this

1. It may be pointed out here that, according to one version, the
pott was a place of importance till the 15th century. S:ze Sewell's
Apt’quities, I, p. 272, based on Dr. Burnell, Co'. Yule identified the place
with Fattan of Rashiduddin, .
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*Smbai or Champil which was only another name for Kargrif i npattan o
though cne cannot be positive about it. With regard to the inland towns

" of “the Paralia of Soretai,” thatis, of the Punil tadi of the Ck&ls, he:

mentions Kaliqur, Tencagora, Eikour, Bere, Abour, Karmara and Magour.
He also mentions Orthoura, the royal city of the Sornagos,2 by which bhe
of courss meant Urandai or Urayde, Kalious must be a town in the
modern Tanjore distriet named after Ka'indi, the naza, or after Kzl the
goddess. Tennagora reminds us of Tirundgésvara. Eikour might be
Agaram a few miles off Tanjore. Abour might be Ambil,51 the village of
that name in Trichinopoly district. Karmara has been identified with.
Ksa] imalam, onoe of the 12 names of Shiyali. It may be mentioned that Shiyali
iself came into existence after the Naga Kali. Tamil literary works mention
a number of towns in the Ct ola country of political, literary and religious
interest. It is not possible to enumerate and identify all of them. A fow of
them were under the possession of feudal chiefs 3 who took pzait in the petty
wara of the period. Amongst such feudal towns may be mensioned Alindai
of Tidiyan, which has beea identified with Terelunciic in Tanjore district;
Aranigam, the sacred temple of Vishn1; Kalar of the Chola scion Matti who
deprived Elini of his teeth and had them buried at the gates of Ven-msni-
Vayil; Eai@+ or Kalic ruled by the shepherd chief Kslivvl and des-
troyed in the course of a local strife by a combination of the
Velir; ﬁr}ﬁr of Telumban ; Sirukudi of Pannio Tennan Msrvan; Po-O¢ or
Pczr on the Kareci of 1the Chola general Palayan who died at Kelamalam in
battle with the Ckéra and who was avenged by the CL5]a king Chenni;
Purindaior Popiyir1of Periyan ; Vallam near Tanjore ; and soon.  Amongst
battlefields may be mentioned Kurakkai between Anniand Tidiyan of Alundai;
Venni in Tanjore district which saw the great battle between Karika: Ctolx
and Chéra Perufisk&-al- Irumporii; and Paruviir where the Chola web the
two other great kings. Amougst placas of literary interest may be mentioned
Arkkadu, Avur, Erukkastir, Ideikiadu, Krdaayil, Karovie, Vala-, Salia-,
and a number of other places.

S';ﬁgam_._ literature deals with a number of feundal chiefs who were ‘the
masters of the hills and forest regions wiiich were situated in the vicinity of
the K:llimalai and which divided the CL5la country proper, the basin of the
Kas&:, frem that of South Pennar. Nor is this unbatural, There is a great
difference in geographical features, the Katgri basin and the wild hills ang
woods forming the border land between the Trichinopoly and South Areo
districts. Such rugged regions were naturallv under tho control of marcher

1. Or was it Sayavanam, just a mile off the present site of
Kaveripattanim ?

9. Sornagas seewms to me to combine the two names Chla and Naga,
As Naga means Uraga, Ptolemy meant by it the Naga or Uraga of the
Cholas. Nagapattana in the coast owed its existence to the same age and
people. )

3. Or Ambar, Ambar-xagalam, Saivite centre gsouth of the Kaséri.
4
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ohiefs, whose political conduct was naturally one of elasticity and convenient
allegiance to the most powerful king for the time being. The region has besn
generally known in literature as Magadai-r adu, Malava-radu and Malai-radu,.
It extended from the Kargci to the Parnii. The mosb important of the chiofs
north of the Kcllimalais were two in number, viz., Od and of Kii. Of these
Ori {or Val-vil-5ri) was the master of the Kollimalais of the Salem district.
He wag one of the seven last patrons (Param 158). On account of bis
heighbourhood to the Chiel Kari further east be was naturally the hereditary
adversary of the latter in the period of the struggle of the Cktara for
guzersinty over the whole of South India. Ori was slain by Kiri and the
Kcllimalais then cameinto the hands of the Che -a for whom Xari fought. The
Kollimalais were famous for a divine goddess, the famous Kolliprarai. His
subjects were called Mslavars (Nayr'niil) and he was very famous for his
skill in archery.

Immediately east of the feudatory chiefdom of O: was that of Kari.
The southern boundary of the chiefdom was the Koleroon if it existed in
those days. On account of the abundance of hill in this region it was
called Malairadu or more shortly, Ma:ada. In consequence of this, the chief
was called Malayarran Tirumudi ov the king of the Malaymass. His capital
was Mulliic, which was probably near the modern Tirukkssalur in South
Arcot district. his chief seaport was Kcdanjal on the mouth of tkp
‘Penni. Kari's territory probably extended over the other side of the
S. Punniar which was, as wo have already seen the northern limit of the
CL5la kingdom. Heo is said to have conquered the territory of Oci around
the K llimalais and given then over to the Ct&:a king.? (Abam 209). He

was a friend of the Brahmans and & great patron of letters. His groat poet
was HKapilar,

Side by side with Ori and Kari there seem to have been in the rugged i

region forming the northern border of Prnil-rada a number of feudal prinei-
palities which were, we may suppose, subordinate to the two prominent
ones we have mentioned. One of thess was Lriikks1,3  the chief of the
Kuravas, an ahoriginal tribe who are said to have occupied a pbrtion of the
Malairidu. This Kuriva Chief has been panegyrised by postess Iliveyini.
Avother chief of the same region was Kandicakko of To'timalai, which was
evidently a part of Malai-radu. Kendirakko was also known as Nalli, He

1. Even.Ur\yir the Ckola capital, was at one time a small chiefdom.
A cerjuln Ditiul (Ur example 18 mentloned as the cnlel. 1T is said to bave

been futilely opposed by “ the vaduba " kings Katti and Bana.

2. It was appavently in the course of this struggle that Atti, the
Ckéra general, killed the Ckola general Psliyan at Kalumalam and was
afterwards avenged by the Chola. Auvai celebrates a Pcrayan or Clara of
Kollimalais (Abam 303). This might be the conqueror referred to above. .

3. He might be the Errai or Chéera geueral who was present in the
battla of Kslumalam (Puram 154), like Kanigan, Kanayan and Katti.
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.Lias byen oslebratsd by Piranicanl “Saitanac of the big head” as an unrivalled
patron of letbers. A lord of hillsanl woods, he was still regarded greas
enough t3 be counted amoug the sevan last vallals, To the same region, more
or less, bylonged Ahulai, ths (riend of the Kogirs (Aham 113); Anni, the
enamy of the K&iwrs; Koy imbiyan, the chief of the Kurambas and the enemy
of the Kdsirs and ully of Tidiyan of Al indai; and others. The Koiir seem
to have played a very prominent part in South Kenzu and North CLola or
Mzlada region. They seemn to have been the southernmost branches of the
commuaity, unless we supposs that the term was, in later days ab least,
more political than racial ; for we read of the KJisars of the Tula-radu, of
Podiyil, cf Sil s 1 ote. Taa Kdgirs of Sonén Konzu were engaged, either
-on bshali of the Oz :as or a¥ainst them. ' the sbrifes of the numerous chiels
of the rigion. To the north of thes- chiefdoms lay that of Kumsanwn of
Mudirsmalai '(i_ o. Vriddta:hal-m). This chief was a feudatory ,'of the
‘Tendw@1? Tae story runa *aat, deprived of his estate by Lis youuvgor Liu-
ther,he was living in a f~e35 when poet Sastana - the big-headed approached
him for his supgart sud that he offered his own head to be handed over to
4is younger brother who hai placed a price on it, — an incident which
immoadiately lod to the reconciliation of the brothers through the poet.
Kﬁnizgm has been immortalised by posts Perufichittaranie, Perun-Sastenas
and others. To the same family belonged Kannwn Elini ani Nalle]ani,
vhe autbor of the 13:h verse in the Paripadal.

We now pass on to the country immediately north of the Punl-rada,
It is bettor, for the sake of comparison, to see first what the Greek
goographara hava to g1y abous it. Piolamy calls it the country of Arouarnori
{Arvarnoi), that is of the Aruvas. H3 mantions five seaport towns in it
namely, Podouke, Molangai, the mouth of the rivar Tvna (hv whish ha -
supposed vu kavg meant the Pennui), Koitis and Manarpha or Manaliarpha.
The Periplus mentions outy v+ ...k é this region, namely, Poduca and
Poolemy and Podaca vi vav - . e

gs-patma. #The Podouke of ] . .
near which later on Pondicherry was to rise. Tha exach
equivalents of tbe nther places are difficuls to trace. .Tne'mouﬂ? of tl.le'
river Tyna might be Koa.-ogl, §» patna his been identified with Eyil-
ery great probabii... for the Sirupanagrappadai describes
in eloguent: terms the glory of Byilpattany .inh wag full of Paradavars
{ushotww—)  With regard o the inland towns, Polews, 00 Karage

(which Kanakassbhat 19enuses o = - Deepgion (U S3RE R o
Whi h Kinakasabhai identifies with S“pa‘bb?n Skopolour ; Ikarta (Ixkada):

: ¢ SA) . ’

b Tatour (Etti"); (Kugmpaﬁb?t)\m)~

Pikendaka (Paliont w); and Kandipatna

itv of Bagarpagos;
. the royal city O — . .
Ma}:‘fﬁ_— koown as A lan Blinl This

' JKos w was .
5 3lj-kkoman of the I1ao igama d the Bosars.
la.to ti\n di;;‘,lfa connection between the Adigamans an
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Kanakasabhai identifies Mavilangail with Conjeeveram, The Periplus
gives us the interesting information that the ports of the region were frequen-
ted by vessels from Damirica (i.e. the further south and Malabar) and from
the north; that the former were sma'l coasting vessels called Sangara and
the latter were large vessels called Colandia ; and that the latter were, a8 a
rule voyagers to Chryse or the golden land, that is Svainibhumi or
Burmsa and the Malay peninsula,

The Sangam worke of course give greater details of the inland region
than the western geographers do. The first fact that we wunderstand
from them is that the ‘erritory immediately north of tha Maadu was
the territory of Tcndiman T\indirayan, the patron of Auvvai., He had
Conjeeveram for his capital. &Lhams 85 and 340 refer to him as the lord
of the city of Pavattiri and the moustain of Véngadvm from which we have
to infer that he was the master of all ‘hg Tami]l-3peaking area north of the
Chola®lands. The Tcndimdn was eallea 5o I]antixsyan, ' the,yotng sea-
man’. Tbe Tamil works regard the Tcnda.gzg ag the son of the Cl5la
king by a Naza princess, which indicates that tra T pdaraa was oﬂnia]l.y
s semi-Ckola and semi-Natwa. It is very probabls«ps in the later days
of the Auadhra empire the Andhra power was in a way vgcognized by the
Tendaman Nazas; for we have gob coins with the figures ~f ghips in the
province ruled by them. The Pallavas who were also semi-Nag: in oifgin
and kinship and who afterwards took possession of the country attar the
downfall of the Andhras probably took over the title of Tcndaman from
their predecessors in this region. A later stage was to sanskritise the term
tcndai into Pallava. The semi-Naga character of the Pallavas and their
position as the governorsof the south-eastern corner of the Andhra empire
in the last days of the Aodhra rule probably enabled them easily to become

masters of the Tcndarda country. Before the Pallava occupation, whick we
T e o lede hees Lolow plaas at tho uluse uf (e 3rd eentury A.D., the

Tondara was regarded as one of the seven lagt Tami] kino- and a great
patron of Tamil men of letters. Tonda~™ =<wseil 8 credited with three
vergag in #h. At .. - —-w o single verse in the Porsracora, Hej

sald to have composed & work called Ilanti : ora. e is also
extant. The Tcndaran hasg be b .,A rayam which is now not

. E en sung by Auvai, YWe have rg

belivve that there was rivalry between the Adlyar3a and the Tc:cslons" t°
for we are told that the poetess, in h-- vurtiality to the Adiyamin. ans laiv an ;
praised the navy shown +~ v by the Tendam a bug reall od ] rently
valour of h~- ¢ Patron, . Y praised the martia}

\
(Tirumukp gdal,
country, Latep
adtu of Gragayz4;
, Paver ndi. By
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Another chiefdom in this part of the country which was presumably
subordinate to the Tondimia was Palkunr1kkd tam of Nannan Vénraa {the
head of the Vélir) who ought not to be confounded with Napnan of
Kopnksnim. Nannan of Palkunrim was the hero of the Malaipsdukaca v,
Ho figures also in the other anthologies. Nauonan's eapital was éengag 13 {now
spelt Chengama) a few miles west of Tiruvannamalai.” We understand that it
had a fort, ditch, big streets, shops and other characteristics of a flourishing
city. Woe also read that Nannan had an audience hall with a throne in if,

- that he had his daily court and that he received tributes from feudatory

chiefs. The ciby is also said to have been rich in palaces and residences for
strangers from foreiga lands. Naonan appears to have been a devoted
adhsrent of the Saivite cult. . He dedicated a temple fo Siva at Naviramalai
which was situated in his kingdom, and which he garrisoned with a strong
force. The hill is now konown as Tristlagiri and the deity as Kalakan-
deévara. Thoe chief river which watered the territory of Nafnan was the
Cheyyaru, also known ag Shal}.nukhanadi. Paranar, Kausika, Maituda,
M= oii'a, describe Nannan as a great chief, a tactful man who ignored the
taults of others and extolled their virtues, an ardent embodiment of truth
and h-roism, whose popularity was evidenced by festivals in celebration of his
birthday. Wo do not know how far the stories of his killing a woman for
eatin® a fruit of his garden and of his ancestor shutting his doors upon a
gcholar are true. The descendant of Nannen was also called Vichehikka.
Hoe rofused, like Irungds-Vol, to wed the daughters of Pari,

ERUMA-NADU OR OYMA-NADU.

Another political division about which we have information in this
period was Eruma-nadu, or mors commonly, Oyu & Nadu, the chief of which
was known as Nalliyakkoda., His kingdom included Mavilangai, by which the
Aruid-rada and Aruva-vadatalai-ndda wers known. His other towns were
BEyil, Vélir (Vellore) and Amar. Later inscriptions tell us that the village
of Gidangil as well as Tiruttindisvaram (T pdiv: nvm) were in Oyrrs-pada. We
bave the ruiny of a fort and diteh in this place even to-day. Nalliyakkods
belonged to a ccmmunity called Oviya. As the Oviyars were a division of
the Nagas we have to beliave that the chief of Oyard ad 1, like the T nda xan,
was 8 Niza prince, thus giving additional proof to the fact that a large’
part of the north Tamil counfry was ruled in the Sangam age by the Nijas,
The southern borders of the Andhra empire were uuder the Mal arathas, the
Chutus, the Pallavag and other Nagas, and apparently there was an extension
of the Nia-elemont further south.

The extreme north of Aruvd pidu was the Vgnzadim of the chief
Atanunzan, aceording to one version, and Pulli sccording to anpother.
Pulli is described as chisf of the ' K-lvar’ (robbers), a liberal patron of
scholars and as the owner of forests which abounded in elephants. The
Tamil boundary line extended from Venzadim to Pelcerkadu; (Kuru, II
ard Aham, 211 and 295). Beyond it, was the land of, the Vaduhas, To

-
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the west of the Aruy aradu was Erumai-pilo, algo occupied by the Vsdubas.
The paes leading from Tirupati to the country furth:r east or west seems to
have b?_en known as arai-vayi. It wag throvgh this that, as Mawxdla and
Kalll Athirayanar say (Aham 281 and Faram 175), the. Mériyars and
Vadubars carried their arms further south.

SECTION 5.
THE CHERA KIXGDOM.

The third great power of Tamilitham was the Cléra kingdom. This
comprised in those days the modern lands of Travancore, Cochin, Coorg,
British Malabar, as well as the districts of Salem and Couimbatore which
were collectively khown as Kcngu, and the Nilgiris. Sometimes it extended
far into modern Mysore also as far ag K&ar, (Kuvslalayam), Tamil literature
makes us bslieve that it comprised seven Kcdun-Tam'] 1radus, pamely,
Venallu (South Travancore), Ruttaradu . (Kottayam), Kcdaradu (Coorg),
Pilnadu  (British Malabar), Kertaridu (South Nilgiris and west Coimba-
tore), Sitam (Nilgiris), and Mslayaria Nadu (East Kcngu). The ineclusion
of Maluysmr an-Nadu in the extreme east can he true cnly when the Cléra
kingdom extended to its farthest limits of corquest and not in ordinary
times., Thbe Clcra kirg was known as Fdliyan., Kuttuvan, Kvdsradan,
Malayar an, ete. from the Nadus over which he ruled: The term Ctera-
man, Cl Gra. was the mest common title by which be was known He was
also called Kolli-velavan from his oceasional possession of the Kc]limalais in

the district of Salem. The traditional boundary of the Chéra kingdom, attri-
buted to Auvaiis this ;— )

WU (GHSsVb Lpefl @i Cem3er®
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That is, it wes bounded on tke north by the Psjni; in the east by
Sengodu (Shenk5tta) ; in the west by Koliklidu Calicut and in the south by
the sea, forming on the whole a distance of 80 kidams. It will be seen frem
this that the Cl ara kingdom extended from Calicus to Cape Comorin and from
the sea to the P:nis and Shenkottai in the east. Another boundary starza,
generally attributed to the same posters. is identieal with the above except
*that the eastern boundary is not Shepkotta but Tenkasi in the district

1. *Tbe expression exai-viv hae been diccussed by vasrious writers;
but it clearly meaps a mouutain psgs, There is one such pass noar
Tirupati, the Chandragiri gorge; another at Chengam ; anorther cn
the way from the Fandya to the Travancore country. Tho expression Arv 7-
vsli was quite different and corresponded, in my opinion, to Dakeh ' nipatha
and the Vedugaveli of-the laterinscriptions. See the articles of Messrs A.B,
Ramanatha Aijyar and Rapgassmi Sarasvati in the Journal of Indisn
History, Vol....... The latter sees in the prerence of the Asska ingeriptions, in
the vicinity of Hagiri which was in Badugaradu for Etumai-radu) a
proof to indicate the Maurya invesion of the south with the Vadugas as
advance party. But I regerd this Maurya invasion of the south to he
unproven and not suppcrted by the evidence adcuced.
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of Tinnevelly. The Ckara kicg hal the garland of the Pinna,l tree 'asI:ni:
insignia. Heé was the master of the rivers of Tﬁm.braparm and Porunalf. e
supposed that Poruni means toddy and that it was an_othe? nam:: or she
Ta nbrapan’  river. On the other haund it bas been identified by some,
correctly in my opinion, with the Periyar,

It may be incidentally pointed out here thab tha later_ ?éfalo:p{attl
divides K&'slvm, the country from Gdkarni (Goa) to Km.ran,. into hour
kandms or provinces. The norihernmost, the Tulmalya, 13 said to,Jél\re
ext.e.nded dowa to Paliya: @ic river, five miles o the north-east of M#. D‘ yd.
The second, Kii)akaraiya, ia said to have extended from the a.bove-n;en.tlone.s
river to Padupatnam near Nilesvar, The third, Keralam propar, * 18 sau:i
to have extsnded from Nilegvar to Quilon. The last a.nd t.he. s.,outhernmos
division i3 said to have besn called Miishika-rajya. These dwls;lons_h.oweve;
are not found in the Singan literature. They are [?urely ) paurur}"c,‘ a:};
legendary. Tae torm Miiihika seems to be clearly derived fro'm Mumfx, the
geaport capital of ths Chg:a kingdom, whiqh figures prominently in the
Sangam literature. . o N

It is remarkible that western geographers do nob include within
Tamiliham any ports in K nkanim (or the Tulur country) .and Kl;iik;li]_-.
Thb first ports of Tami]ltham (Damurike) they mention—Nauris s:nd. or}él
are on the coast of what corresponded So Parambunﬁdu: Tamil llterahure:
however refers to at least one port,—Vaairpperundur \i—further north o
Tendi, ’

Exclading the Vénada and Kuttanadu which pr.a.ctica.lly formed pa.x;ts o:
the Psndya kingdom, the Cteca kingdom contained in order the sea ports ©

-

1. Naura. .
9. Tyndis (Tondi). )
agara (Brahmakulam), o
z Ell':i};:?n;s {or Kalaikarias), identifisd by Kanakasabhai Px]lgl
with Chalacoory.
5. Musiris. .
6.  Pseudostomas (false mouth).

1. There is much eantroversial literature in regard to the rela,biv? significance
of the terms CLa sa, Ké:alv and Konzu. On the whole Cbcra. seems to
have been a wide term comprising Kérala proper and Kongli. We .ﬁnd
however tha Chera is used synonymously with Krnsu. Kerala might
have been sanskritised form of Cré-a. Kc:am and cbéra:m both mfan
cocoanut palm-juice. The Chera, we must suppose, was, llk_e the Chola,
an original Tawmil royal clan, nob an Aryan one. The Pandvan was
probably also Dravidian though owing to the resemblance to the term
Pandava, Sangkeit writers connected it with Pandu of. the Mahabharatmf.
An argument in favour of the latter view howev'er is, the occurrence o
the name Madura as the name of the chief town in the latter.
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7. Podoperoura.

8. Semng (Lemns).
9. Kareoura (Kaiir).
0.

1 Bakarai on the mouth of the Baris.
11. Nelkynda.

Of these places the last five ars mentioned in detail by Piolemy
alone. Pliny and the author of tbe Periplus are mors meagre. Pliny refers
to the danger of piracy in Muziris and then mentions Neacyndon (Nickunram)
and Bacare (Varkalai). The Periplus mentions Musirig and Nilkada
(Nirkunram) as seats of goverament. As rogards inland towas Paolemy
mentions west of ' the false mouth’ Naroulia, Konta and Paloura.

It is now established that Musiris of the Greek Gaographers was the
celebrated Musici or Muyirikkdda of Tamil literature and Karoura wag the
celebrated Kaific or Vaiiji, tha Ciera oapital. Mugri has been identified
with K(f’)diﬁgs_l,ﬁc or Cranganore.—a place which was in existence il about
1341 whea it was destroyed by the fl50ds of the Periyar and modern Cochin
was formed. The description of Muyirikksda in Sinzam literature tallieg
with that of the Wegtern Goeographers and ig

: 2 good prosf of contempora-
_neity,

As regards Kaiiic there hag been a good deal of controversy. For a
long time it was identified with Vafiji or Tirvafljikks]im ! near Ked-.p aldr
in the Cochin State. But in a recent monograph Pavdit Raghava Aiyangar
has argued with force that Kaiiicin the Trichinopoly 2 district was the real
Ctéera capital, It seems to wme that Kar@r in the Trichinopoly District wag
later on founded by the Ctaca conquerors of Kcnzu after the conquest of the
Kcnjuregion by them. Tha nams of the old capital was reproduced in the
new capital which was established in the conquered land. Tradition
unmistakably locates Vafiji as K dr in Malabar. The Greek gesgraphars
clearly locate it on the Periyae. The Ctgcea kings are recognized to have
como from the east by tradition and ostablished Porunl olur-Kovilagam,
Vatijikkalam, ete.in course of time. The Silappadil acam distinetly shows
that the C!&ra king was quite distinet from the Kcngu king at the time of
the consecration of the temple to K nniki. Thus Kaiirin the east wag
apparently a new city established by the Ot -as after their conquest of Kcngu,
That seems to be on the whols a more eorrect view.

KONKAN.AM OF NANNAN,

We shall now pass on to trace from the Sangam literature the various
politieal divisions of the Cl 6ca kingdom. The northernmoss provinces of the
Clera kingdom were Kenkeny and Kudam, Kecnk-nwym or Tulur adu was,

1. Tiruvafijikkelam is one mile off Kodungalur, and ten miles north
of Cochin (Mahe. Svaminatha Aiyar). See also Ssn-Tamil, Vol. 11, 179 f,
2. See his monograph on Vafiji, reprinted from the Ssn-Taam-].
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under a chief named Napnan. We are t.ol.d that Nai‘n?na;n ha.czna. ili‘t:i;;g:g
tree in front of his residence as his insignia, The Elil- ;lm:a. d, ot
with Mt D'Ely, sixteen miles to the north of Canna?ore. ozr;:enanﬁm e
hill-fastness of Nahnan, From various references in the " ;Pah.,wmch
understand that, close to E]rtunrim, there wasa place cfn etwo e
belonged to him. He was alto the master : e ntifiod
places callad Psrvmbu and ‘Param, which have not ye_ ; o
Above all; Nannan had a great seaport called ‘ Va ml;}p[:’e ” i,;fer.:
Nannan has besn called Udiyan (Aham 958), from which we’ acsiefdom o
that he wag perhaps a scion of the Ch&ca dyn.ashy. sznaénds chietdom ¢
gaid to have baen very rich in gc;ld L;xinesb Z;:Ihnv:::dgu;;ri waiy o
a deity. Thanks to the grace, of a Iores 3 an,d o
ig said to have received as presenta large numper of' troops
l;:p;s)arently Llil hill bad a temple dedicated to this dle(;!;y. }I;I:n;x:;lquviv:':e:
great patron of poets and gcholars. He waa.a. great soldier wa‘ T e
various chiefs like Dittan, Veliyan and Pindwn. He v.vaz" e
gincere lover of justice. The Abanaolra says that his en;a;uIn -
killed one Ay Eyinan in a siege of the town 'of Par;:h e
authorities we find Adigan mentioned in placs of Eyinan; fW tic e
infer that they might have been identical—a.ud' bh.a.t the Eclle ea t:ah Nan:an
by a chief named Ahudai (of Madura). This incident s owsf D
was ofton at war with the Adigamaas who, as c.an be seen droto O
lived immediately oast of the Kuda-radu vzhlch belonge R
Taere are iwo stories not found in the Aharduntira o the effec e ot a
killed 2 woman who ate a fruit from one of his trees and t n.'t :n o
descondant nemed Viehchikkd whom a poet refused to Pra;sers e
ground that he was the descendant of Nannanv who closed his O:Nm;mn
poets. Thess two legands are not consistent with the charactzr .o A
of Xonkanam a3 described in the Ab& & .urL T_b'e Kux.md:hm T e
to the killing of Nannan by an ensmy called the Kosir, while amhom o
his baing forced to betake himselt. to a forest;_guder pr?s:llllreol o
enemy, the Kosir. 1. From the fact that Il :m-perdfi chennai, he o
t06k Eil’ or Nannan and exterminated the Va.mbn.-Vac,luh—a's who i(iesptead
we have. to infer that the war batween Nannan ::nli the Kos \;\;v:;wfmm o
he C 5lv was perhaps an ally o annan. goin_fr .
Zrllinl;'h'xagrﬁtand the‘Pad’,r,_I;Jppa.ttu we learn that the Chéra Ixellnkzv-kkal)gl‘

—_——

il 1i introduced much confusion

ot h'befmr}; y}irilnl]l:‘i\?a:;t:g ag one and the same.

by putting down different chiefs o x' e o O apontin -

The Nannan of IX iwesim pung in the n Olt o aod Padirrappattl, 17

lo, appaars to be different from Nanusa ' -ﬁ'a e (o el

e%w?p ‘; o are unable to say how far Nannan of Polivada, VYl . the

Sl W'denbical with the other Nannans above r{nenan o e oa the
o ‘l‘)mlrze ‘am Oollege Magazine, Novemper 1926, for

Kumbakon g

. 5
gubject.
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I\a.ml:dichcl [ ‘/ i (¢} h wo
4 (S al took a mlpperl‘lndl‘x li and kil]ed Nannan Fr m t iS
.

ha,ve tO infel‘ thﬂb N
annan as a t
ft t‘ - W n enemy Of bbe Cbefas and hhaﬁ bhe!e was

The § 7 ; .
clans whic;’t:r:be;::-u re gives vague referances to the political tribes and
Tto tribes montiomed 1ve further ncrth of the territory of Nannanp
(3) bho Va‘mbz-Mariya:r-e(fil)) the K&sar, (2) the Vuduhas or Vamba-V.d ihas :
the Banis. With regard ¢ bho Aryas ; (5) the Gengas; (6) the Kattiyar ; (75
were a particular comg 10 the Kog u Wo are unable to say whether they
From'the fact that th munity or a particular profession forming a communisy
~ of Padiyil, etc) we :rr: i:’rffﬁi’;?’f s to the Kosurs of four cities (of Sellur,
fesional soldi : n supposing that they sicpl ;
o s o e 5y Koo o
the Kust s, D *};rilltllal took. thfacn to be a tribe snd connected them with
connocted with th; K_:aknasamx Aiyangar takes them to be a northern tribe
vanguards i he tmoom faras of Assam and that they were probably the
Tndis, But we haos [[])s o the.Maury.as who, he believes, invaded South
Tue Kos wrg might hay ob s:lfﬁclenb e.wdence b0 establish these speculations
followers of the Kada eb sen the soldiers (or civil employees) who came as the;
who establi ) @ been the allies of .
| Subsequ:nb:;:hecin themselves' at the same time in south blt\’.’[eysog?nag;;
came to be imownq;)ler:i Kongu, es’tablished Tulakad as the capital and
the Tamil land bhey e ame of Kcagilankdsar. Whea the Kogir invaded
The Pandyan Fils : W\f;r;e meo .by the Pandya, Ckdla and Chaca kings.”
Killi in'Koﬁau ;."n(;, trll . po for'mstance, met them at M&:lirand the Ol 619:
£ jnfar tbabat;h,e Ay e Cléras st.xll further north. From all these we h&v.'e
. and Geizas who Ozus wore soldiers who came in the wake of the Kadambag
Vaduhas were proba:;ne lt? power afterthe downfall of the Andbras. The
Teluga Kanaraes o ioy a lIled. to the Kd$1rs. At any rate, they occupied the
ed with the Nisas “grit: h © is vary probable that they were closely connect-
bo allied ty the’Iksh‘ﬂ(W om tbe. Pallavas were agsociated. They might also
blished imme iatel afu and Brihatpa'avana dynastiss which were esta
now form 1o borde yla ter the downfall of the Andhras in the lands wbic};
probably one of bher lﬂnd of the.Telugu country. The Vamba M3 iyas wer
anestors of the Me ¢ t'ms of Konkana, north of Nannan's land, who were bh:
the 6th ‘cen‘ auryas _c_oncmerei by the Cbalukyas in the beginnin f
wry. The A-yasl were in all probability the Andhras, gv&(f)e'

1. ¥
parbof TZ::"tlili{ua ge?ffaphers appear to use the term Aryaka as a count
the Mrichcb};ak t nay l?e noted here that Avyaka is referred tn n
;20 Tichebha abl a8 ths king of Uijain. An ettemspt Nag > m
v Suiraka and with Vikraowid; been made go

'ac&/a or Kaypi-
fene ; wh ye, mentioned i

: asumitra Songa and established anp 'm
Sea JouArna.l of the Mythig Sogiety cpie

suba,'{bbe authority on the ge
the Silappadil aram, overthre
at the expensge of the Sakas.

17

éra king had dealings with the Nurxivar

planted bis flag there
rom which the image of
indicates

know that Chenkuttavan the CF
Kannr, undertook a pilgrimage to the Himalayaes,
and made some northern Aryan chiefs carry astone {
Kann ki was to.be carved. Tae reference t» the Niirruvar Ksnnar
that the kings of the Sanzam period lived in a time when the Andbras were
This is confirmed by the accounts of Tami] ham left by Greek
geographers. With regard to the Gangas it is probable that the- earliest of
them at firs recognized their incompetency to proceed against the Cte-a.
Tor we coms acrods a Ganga who was a geveral under the Ch&-a. We have
&> infer that, after the conquast of Kongu, they had to yield to the arms
of the Ob&ca monarchs. The Kaftiyar were probably an allied tribe who
came with the Koswrs or Gangae. The Katti king has been called Vaduha
chief. He is further said to have been an ally of the Bin's and fought
with hiz aid the Cholyv chief Urunu- Dittan by vame. We have to
infer from this thas the Gangas, the Kattiyas and the Banis were allied. with
each other, succeeded in ocoupying Konzu and ia the course of the struggle
with the thres Tamil kings further gouth, had to acknowledge the control of
the Ol @ a over K: nizu which they had {aken. Further north, however they
maintained their independence, as the Gania, Kadamba and Bana dynasties.

powerful.

*e ) IRUNGO-VEL.
ory occupied by Nannan of Konkanwm there

was Irunzo Vel's chiefdom. It was algo part of the territory later on occupied

by the Kadambas. Ibis called Arayam in tamil works and it was watered by the
Aiyirai which has been identified with Hagiri, in Mysore He is connected by-
legend with the Velir who aross from a sacrificial fire and who ruled over
Dy a aoati for 41 generations and then came to the south. He is also seid to

have killed a tiger when it was abous to fall upon a sage. Both these legonds
were aiterwards adopted by the Hoysalas of Dvarasamudra. This is another
instance 3 show that the kings of the later centuries of the Christian era adop-
ted the old Tamil legends (which of course had a Sanskrib gubstratum)
under Sanskcit names and pawdn‘e garbs. The Pallavas, for esample,
gimilarly sdopted the story of their Tcndiwan predecessors, and the Kadam-
bas appear to have done likewise after overthrowing Nannan. Irun o Vel
it may be added, incurred the displeasure of poeti Kapila for his refusal to
wed the daughter of Vel Fari of Pr rambu-tada. Irungo-Vél, was eventually
killed in the battla of Talayalenkan:m by Nedufjeliyan, He has been

panegyrised by poot Naki1l ar.

Immediately east of the territ

EroMAl NADU

Intervening between thelands of Irunzo-Vel and those of Adigainan,
who will be presently referred to, was Brumai-t ada, from which Mysore has
Erumai Nada (dham 252) was ruled by the chief of
at, in the days of the

d Telvgu. Mzaalar

taken its present name.
the Vadahas, from which reference we have to infer tb

Sangams, there was no difference between Kanarese an
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rofers to the region as he refers to the K&sar, Vsdahas, Vamba MG:iyas, Pulli
of Venkadim and others. There is reference to the Gangas side by side with
the Konksnis, Kalingas, Ku nasas, Pangalas, Kattiyas and the northern
Aryas. Tne meotion of the Gangas is a olue to the chronology of the
Saﬁgam works. '

ADIGAMAN NADU.

It has been already pointed out that the Ctécas later on conquered
Kongu.1 The chief of Kongu in those days was known as
Adigaman or Adiyaman, Nedun 32 or Nedumanal Afiji, Apji simply, and Elini
are two figures in this family, conspicuous in Tamil literature. The first of
these, called Neduman or Nedum:n Jd Anji, is desoribed as a great soldier, the
leader of the martial Ma]vas, and the patron of the celebrated poetess Auvai.
Loegends say that he had a fruit which had the power of giving longevity, and
he gave this to the poatess. Porhaps we have to infer frow this that he was a

1. According  to the Chronicle Kongudas vrajakkal on which Rev.
Foulkes depanded for his re-construction of early Kongu history, the Kongu
kingdom first emerged as_a distinet power in the first century A.D. From
that time till its conquest by the Cholas there were two dynasties and 28 kings.
The earlier of these was of the solar race and the latter of the Ganga, The
earlier dynasty bslonged to the Ratta tribs and consisted of seven klngs,

namely Vi a Riaya Cnakravarti, G)vinda Raya, Krishni Raya, Kala-Vallabha
Riya, Govinda Raya, Chaturbhuja Ksnniradeva Chakravarti and Trivikra-
madeva Chakravarti, These kings, it is said, belonged to the first and gecord
centuries. Govinda Raya II livad about S. 4 Svabhaag (i.e. A.D.83) and
‘Trivikrama  about 8. 800 (Siddharti). Tt was after this that
Kenzuvarma is laid to have founded the Ganga dynasty. Rev.
Foufkes identified the Rattas  with the Rshtor, Rashtrakuta,
Reddi efe, in the Dakkan, The reference to them in the Kongu chronicle,
he points out, is the earliest and further gives a clue to their possession of
the southernmost region. He further points out that they disappear from
South India at the end of the 20d conbury. In the nexb historical references,
he continues, “ we find them high, up in the northern Decean, amongst the .
kingdoms conquered by the Chalukyas absut the 4th century A.D. Soon
affer they crossed the Nerbudda.” But one difference between the Kongn
Rattas and the Dakkan Rashtrakutas is that the former are called Solar and
the latter lunar. Foulkes enters into an elaborate discussion of the date
given in the cbronicle and concludes in favour of accepting it,

The chronicle howaver is entirely uoreliable. It simply records in a very
inaccuratas and inadequate form, based apparently on a vague mewmory of the
past, the supremacy of the Raihtrakitas over this area. The names Krishr a
Vallabha, (6/inda, Ke nnira, ete. show this, Arnd epigrapby has shown that
they were much later in date. To agsign to them an age of prosperous rule
before the second century in Kon1u previous to the Gangas is thus clearly
an anachronism. This part 6f tne chronicle should therefore ba pronounced
as valueless and rejected,
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' i iy are told,
fairly long-lived chief, However this might have been, Adiyaman, we are to

was a relative of Cbhérama 1, from which we havs to infor that heo perhapi was a

deputy of the Ch&ra kings who conquered this park of the c_ounbry. \;&c?xiin:;
who had his capiial at Tagadur had the insignia of Palmyia ﬂawer.‘. ety (xn — .
Venzai flowers. He was the equal and rival of the seven kmgsf ;e].:,
Choly, Tidiya, Erumaiytra, [1ingo-vénwas, Fandya and Poruna. Herlsdsa.a io }
have; opposad all of them and vanquished them, but as a ng_l 170 i

9
said to have had his country trampled by elephants (Aham 162) and as

the Chola Mashiis said to have knocked his teeth out, we cannot say

that be was uniformly successfu!. He howaver captured Kovalur for

which he has received the pauegyries of the poel L.’arax_u. 11-1 bis terntﬁrz
was situated the Kadiraimalai, the foudal chief of which was ca.t;
Pittan Korran. His ancestors are said o have brou.ghh sugarca‘nfa frou.); h;e
and a grova [requented by the Gods is said to have exiated in his

heavens -
From the poem Padirruppattu we understand that be was conquer

capital. :
aed by the great Chera Irumpoy.

Anji’s son Blini or Pohutteluni was a great soldier and a great giver,
Heo is said to ha’ve fallen in the battle of Tagadur. Perhaps we have to infer

from this that he fell a victim to either the Crgra Irumpcrii who had

defeated his father or some successor of his, Apparently the Adiyamaa

country from this time came tq be the proparty of the Che as,

It will ba now clear that the Adigarais owoed, till their con(?uest by
the Chacas, a largs territory which included South. Mysore and Whlahj :h:d
for its capital Tagadic or Talakiad1 on the Kave+, Later on, when in the
paw @nic age, new chiefs cime into existence, thay called themselves, after the
clans ;vhich had preceded them. Hence we fiad the later rulers of b?:a
Kongzu country having the title of Adigwrais. As has l.)een alreadyl\;a;d,
the paople of Adigyma 's country ware, for som.e u'nexpla,med reas.on, aha-
They made good soldiers and were recruits in the then armies of the

i The Adigamiis had for their enemies the chief of

different Tamil states. e ' :
Plarambu in the west, P& ian in the south, and the Oris of Kollimalais and

the Kiri of Ko /sa'lr as well as the Tenduxaas in the east. '}‘he wars wi:]b
these were further complicated by the inroa.ds‘ of the Chéras and of the
Kosar and Veduhas as well as the Vamba Moriyas from t_hf nor—th. fljh;
gouthern boundary .of the Kongu kingdom was tt.]e Karalp,o-btf.n'ar wb102
flows through the present Namnakkal taluk and falls into the Baveri a.bout‘l

miles west of Mcéiri in Trichinopoly district. The Ckeca .co?qfwsfi of Kongu
was evidently followed by the foundation of & new Kaiiir in imitation of the

Cta-a capital Vaiiji near the west coast.
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VEL PARi PARAMBUNADU,

A discussion of the relation between the Ct&:as and the K- ngus
would * necessarily require prominent mention of Vil Picd of
P. rumbu-1ada. Toe lands of this chief extended feom the appex: waters of
the Amaiivati to the Nilgiris and consisted of 300 villages. \A CL&ra monarch
intending to march along the Amwvaviti into K ‘130 must pass through
Paci’s Paxvmburada,l. Pa-iis described as one of the seven last kings and
very magnificent in his.generous patrooags of letters. Oace he saw a cresper
unable to spread itself for wanbt of support ani so he left his.owa car to
serve that end! The king, he argued, was bound to bs the guardian of the
welfare of all things, animate and inanimate, in the kingdom! P3 i, we are
told, was anuinvehamte enemy of the three kings. He had two beautiful
daugnters whose band they solicited in vain from him. They led their
combined forces against the Porwmbu fort. TUaable to take it, they resolved
to romove their adversary by treachery. Knowing that he could deny no-
thing to a beggar, they put on the guiss of begging scholars and begged for
his head from him. | While Fa-i became a victim to his charity, he left hig
daughters under the guardianship of his poet-friend Kapilar. He ado;)hed
them as his own daughters and tried to give them in marriage to the princes
Vichechikkda and Trungo-Vel. They refused the offer, and then he, according
to ona version, gave them in marriage to certain Brahmans and according to
another version, to Kari the ruler of Kova'i-, The generosity of Pa-i to men
of le{;ters wag go proverbial that St. Sundarawii ‘ti later on refersto him in
his hymns. Kapila was the great poet of Pari and ultimately
starved himself to death in consequence of his inability to live without him,

Such in broad outlines are the geographical data of the Tami] Political
States as described in the Sinzam->literature and as further énligbtened by
western geog.ra‘phers. The refersnces in Sanskrit literature to Tamihbam
and of Tamil literature to the Dakkan and North India, the relation be"b‘ween
Tamiltham and Ceylon, the references in the élﬁgém works to distant
islands and seas, the mountains, rivers, tanks, religious centres, commercial
centres, the birds and animals, the mineral products, the plants and
other things occuring in the Singam works afford maniflold themes for
studies. What has been thus far said from the standpoint of politieal geo-

1. Ses ' Sen-Tamil’ Vol. II p. 265 ff for an article on * P3-i and his
daughters.’

graphy is enoug
Sangam works.

aspects thab a decision of the correct ohronology of the different layers of the
Sanzam literature can be made.
clear that.the major portion of the Sangam works, though naot all of them
reflact a state of things which existed from about 300 B C. to about 3G0 A.D.
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ush to show what a mine of information lies embedded in
It is as a result of the combined studies of all geographical

But, from what has bsen said, it must b3

A few of the go-called Smg wm works howevar give a distinet clue to a
gubsequent age. The Silappadiba-am and the Manimekalai as well as some
of the poems included io the Sangam collections cannot be placed, it seems

to me, with the majority of the Singam works in regard 6> chrounology, but

to a slightly later period. )
V. RANGACHARYA.

Professor of History, Presidency Oollege, Madras.

A MERTING OF THE ASSOCIATION.

[

An ordinary meeting of the Association was held at 5-30 p.m,, on
Thursday the 15th March 1998, in the English Lecture Hall, Presidency
Collego, Madras when Prof. V. Rangacharys, M.A., L.T, of that College read a

paper on ** The Histrorical Geography of the Sangam Age”’. Mr. P.T. Srinivasa

" Iyengar, M,A , University Reader of Indian History occupied the chair.

In bis.Introiuctory Remarks, the Chairman said: He had heard of the
Sangam Age in his youtb, and even in his old age he had not understood

what it was. What was that Age? Did it c>mprise two centuries or two

mwillennia ? Frgm literature it appears as a very very long age.

* Mr. V, Rangacharya then raad the pap:er on the Historical Geégraphy
of th W%'WAQ he end of the paper, a discussion followed :

M’f‘, T G Aravam\idan codg;atulated the lecturer, which was a sort of
As regards the Maukbaris on

iﬁulhlment of the promise of several&ears ago.
whxcb the lecturer criticised h)m, he%ad only inseriptional evidence, which

%Qould ot take hlm‘!fa.t Tbe Chera ¢ ntry, he thought, did not skirt the

S interi or, He then discussed about the

"Ambmn Sea at first, but wa.s in $|
Kod‘t?m-’mamil #nd Sen Ta il a.;eis—thelr extent, distinction ete.

Mr. A. V. Venkatamma Iyer said that he did not appreciate the method
of the Licturer in trying to synthesise when full materials were lacking, He
considered it was more important that they should make all the bricks
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first, and i |
then proceed to raise the building by putting one over another. He

spok i
roke at length on various Hypotheses—the Naga origin of the Pallavas: the

2]

‘ ' (Bengal or a
apd his own identification of Kanishka with

A . .
ge of the Tamil Sangam; the interpretation of the word Vanga
ship) ; Senguttava’s march ; ;

Kanvka.

The lecturer in his reply, remarked that Mr. Venkatarama Iver bad not
taken full note o'f Geographical considerations in his theories.

The Chairman in his concluding remarks, gajd :

He looked upon Sangam Literature as a series of antholegies ; and

th i
! e bulk o.f, the poums deal with the history® of the people. It iz on th
interpretation of thig that he would lay the emphasis ’

’ ]b <] g &l
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7. A person shall become an ordinary member upon the propo-

“sal by a member, the seconding by another member and approval by

the council by the majority thereof present at its meeting: He shall
pay an aunual subscription of rupees {wo payable in one instalment
or in two egual half-yearly instalments at his option-

8 Those who pay an amount of hundred rurees in two years
become LIFE MEMBERS, and they shall be exempt fiom payment
of any further subscriptions. .

Officers.

9. There shall he the following officers for the Associati'or! —
Patrons, Vice-Patrons, President, one or more Vice-Presidents,
Secretary and Treasurer.

Management.

10. The management of the Association shall vestin a working
Council, which shall consist of the Presidents the Vice-Presidents, the
Secretarv and the Treasurer as ex-officio members, and four others
elected by the general body, one at lenst of whom shall be from
amongst the mofussil members.

11. The Quorum for a meeting of the working council shall be
three-

The Powers and Duties of the Working Council.

12. The duties of the Working Council shall be i—

{4) To receive and approve all applications for member-

' ship;

(B) To arrange for the annual and other meetings of the
Association ;

(C) To provide for the custody and utilisation of the
funds and other property of the Association ;

(D) To appoint committees and assign duties to them;;

(E) To sact in all respects on behalf of and with the
3 powers of the general body, except - when it s
actually sitting.
13. The working council shall have the powers, cubject to the
veto® of the general body, to issue, modify or rercind bye-laws, for
the regulation of the work and activities of the Assaciation,

W\ Miscellaneous.
. -
143 The official vear of the Association shall be from 1st April
to 31st March, and shall be divided into two scesions.

15 The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held in
March, when the officers for the coming year shall be elected.

16. Al life membership subscriptions, all unspecified donations
and one-third of all ordinary subscriptions, shall be carried to the

. capital fund of the Assaciation-
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