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Land Mortgage Bauk fer India. .

R S By the Hon'ble V. R.amdas Pantulu-.

u HE questxon whwb merits our serious conqldeuhon
j¥is, what is the form of Land Mortgage Bunkvr.hich
2 suits India best? 8o far as relief to small agricultu.
) B rists a,ndmvnerl,of small holdings is conoen;ed it is
L ‘1 bdhovo. now fairly well accepted that land mort-
2c’® banks en a quasi-co-operative basis will be most

,icacxous. -1 ocall them quul-co-operatxve, because no
ohemo which has yet been propounded, ‘puts them on a fully
co-operstive buls. although there are substantial elements of .
. ‘the so-operative ideals in all of them. They are conceived as
v limited ligbility associations of borrowers witha few non-bor-
rowing individuals thrown in for attracting the talent and
organising capaocity needed to make the management efficient,
The number of shares owned by the members is limited, the
“rule’ of “one man, one vote’ irrespective of the share capital subs-
~ cribed by them is generally observed, dividends are restricted td
a low figure and the goal of gradual elimination of non-borrow.
ors is kept in view to import a co-operative spirit into them
: Tba fact however remains that the work of a Mortgage Bank
“is recognised on all hands to be extremely impersonal and as
devoid of the human element as possible, and that the human
and personal el%gnh which are the chief characteristics of the
Raifiesson type on ZAgieties cannot be infused into them in ary

Tho author's ptevnotﬁhrmcle on the subject wmch dealt with genera
ce: 1siderations appenred inw. .&,pnl issue.’Rd R. 1.)
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appreciable measure. While mutual knowledge of, and control
ever, each other among members is the insistent feature of the
unlimited liability credit society, the insistence in the case of a
land mortgage credit limited liability society is on the capacity
and business habits of the directorate in order to ensure sound
valuation of security, careful investigation of titles, and cor-

rect assessment of borrowers’ credit and.efficient management
of affairs.

So far as I know, the conditions of the various provinces
in India do not so materially vary as to requiré distinet types
of Land Mortgage Banks for the several provinces. At one
time I was of that veiw. But I find on further investigation
that a single model will suit the whole of India—of course with
variations in details of.management and working dictated by
local conditions. In the matter of supply of long term ecredit
the needs and economic conditions of agriculturists in the diffe-
rent provinces are almost the same. There are no doubt con}j
plications arising from the incidents of land tenures prevailir
in the different provinces ; in some parts, as in the ryotvl/‘
and permanently settled tracts of the Madras Presideney, ry;
have heritable and transferable rights in their occupancy hol
ings, while the wvarum-pattadars of Malabar have no righ's
whatever in the land. In between these two extremes, there
are various tenancies with qualified occupaney and limited
right of transfer subject to certain changes as in Bengal and
the United Provinees. But these complications only affect the
nature and value of the security that is offered, but do not
affect the features of the long term credit or the kind of institu~
“tion that is required to dispense it. The poor ryots with small
holdings cannot afford to secure credit except through organi-
sations based on mutual association and guarantee, and the
Co-operative Land Mortgage Bank is a legitimate application
of that principle, The funds of such a bank can best be raised
only on the collective guarantee of the pmpe}t}o(mortgaged by
the members. Ii follows that the members £7ho thus created
the credit should have a voice in the mana» nent of their bank
" on well-recognised principles of democy &ysyontrolled credit
of co-operative institutions. As » s3.active organisation,

i

kd
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agriculture will remain for a long time to come in 1ndia an indi-
. vidual effort or a family effort at best. But for specific purposes
associated efforts of agriculturists can be, and ought
‘to be, organised. Credit is unquestionably one of those
special purposes which will be productive of the best results,and
results so far achieved are encouraging. Perhaps purchase of
ggi-‘cultural requirements and marketing are other special
purpose where agricultural organisations on co-operative basis
will help the economic uplift of the ryots. The schemes re-
commended for the Punjab, Madras and Bombay, and the States
of Baroda and Mysore are of the co-operative ' type. In other
provinces, there is little activity in the field of Land Mortgage
Banking. : ‘

The ehief defect of the schemes hitherto set on foot consists
in the weak position which the small primary Mortgage Banks
occupy in relation to the outside money-market. They are
‘unable to attract money by the sale of their debentures
The causes which operate against ordinary rural credit
societies attracting deposits operate also in the case of
these primary mortgage credit associations. The deposi-
tors in the one case and investors in the other, look to the
efficiency of the management of the society and to the
cért’aiinty of the punctual paymentof interestand the repayment
of the deposit or iuvestment on due dates, The way in
which e‘xisting‘credit societies are managed ‘does not tend to
. instil confidence into the minds of the -would-be purchasers of

- debentures to be floated by the primary Mortgage Banks. Tt is
therefore' perfectly  useless to persist in the ‘pre-
sent schemes, for they will not make any headway in the near
future. - T still adhare to the view I expressed in my evidence
hefore the Royal Commission on Agriculture that the so-called
Land Martgage Banks now started are a mere eyewash of
apology for a real scheme of Land Mortgage Banking. The
sofution of *the problem lies in the same direction that we took
to promote ordinary rural credit, namely, the founding of the
Central Mortgage Associations to finance these p imary Land
Banks, just as we started Central Banks to finance rural credit
societies which were unable to finance themselves. Whethar
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here should be more than one such central institution. in a
province is a matter of detail. Nevertheleas liere also we may
profit by our past history. The Central Bank at Madras (the
Madras Central Urban Bank) was first started to finance rural
societies directly, and as business grew in volume, Central
Banks were multiplied in the districts and the one at Madras
became the apex bank, so to speak. Similarly we may start
with establishing. central financing institutions at the head-
quarters of the provinges.to float debentures and finance the
primary Land Mortgage. Banks. Itis gratifying to note thet
this scheme foundifavour witht he All-India Conference of Regis-
trars of Co-operative Societies held at Bombay in 1926. A portion
of the resolution passed by that conference is reproduced below.

(1) Mortgage banks based on co-operative principles are
desirable in maay parts of India. No transaction should be
undertaken which is not economically profitable to.the borrower
- (2) Objects: The principle objects should be:

(a) 'The redemiption of the land and houses of agricultu-
rists.

(b) ‘'the improvement of lands and methods of cultivation
and the building of houses of agriculturists.

(¢) The liquidation of old debts, and,

{(d) The purchase of land in special cases to be prescribed
in the bye-laws. (The caution is evidently to’ prevent
land speculation and indisoriminia‘e borrowing to buy
land).

(3) Area and management. The area of operations should
be the smallest unit consistent with competent management.
The imposition of liability on village oredit spcieties or the con-
finement of mortgage loan< to members of such societies are not
recommended but the Bank should consult the village societies
in the case of all loans to members of such a soeiety. Punc.
tuality in repayment should be rigidly enforced in Mortgage
Bank.

(4) Finance, A reasonable total of share money should be
held by each Bank iu order to reassurinz the investing public.
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In provinces in which the property can be sold on fore-
closure, no loan should exceed half the value of the mortgaged
properties,

No exoess liability is required beyond the ameunt actually
borrowed by a member plus his share money. If no excess
liability is imposed, the share money of a borrower should not
be less than 1/20 of his loan. '

The:minimum loan should be such as to repay the costs of
the transaetion to the Bank. Each Bank should prescribe in
its bye-laws a maximum loan from time to time according to its
finaneial position. .

Debentures should be issued by a central financing body ‘in
each province rather than by separate Mortgage Banks.

The resolution proceeds to state the help which the
Government and the Imperial Bank shouid render.

The Committee appointed by the XV Madras Provincial

Co-operative Conference and the Townsend Committee have both
advoeated 8 Central Land Mortgage Bank. Mr. Wolff in
reviewing the Townsend Committee's Report in a recent com-
munication to the Madras Registrar expressed his concurrence
in that proposal. He says, “I see that, the same as elsewhere’
you are busy on schemes for introducing co-operative mortgage
oredit, unquestionably a great desideratum. Strickland’s scheme
will not do at all. None of the schemes thus far put to the test
appear to have proved successful. I myself know too little
about practical conditions ia India tobe able to judge at all with
- confidence, Lallubhai Samaldas writes to me that my difficulty
about title does not really stand seriously in the way. Unques®
tionably you will have to begin with some fairy assisting at
the outset with a guarantee and I should say an organisation
for placing the bonds methodically. But so far as I can judge,
I should prefer to see that good fairy taking the shape of some
well-meaning association or company other than the Govern-
“ment, some society that could take up the matter in a business-
iike way and qualified to organise the sale of bonds according
to business usage. The matter is of distinct importance and
I hdpe that in the attempt to square the circle you may be
successful.” T —

S—
-—

I
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The substance of these schemes is that a Centra] Land
Mortgage Bank with primary Land Mortgage Banks, other co.
operative societies, and individuals as share holding memben".,
should be formed to raise credit by floating debentures to fing-
nee the primary Land Mortgage Banks. Individuals and the
other co-operative sosieties cannot borrow. The Central Land
Mortgage Bank alone should float debentures. If more than =
one agency were to float debentures, then there will be confiict
betweenthem. The rates of interest on debentures, their .
market ‘§otasions and their negotiability will vary with the
agency floating them and the local conditions prevailing in the
neighbourhood of such agency.. - It will also lead to eompetition
among the several banks in marketing their bonds. The deben-
tures will be floated on the strength of the morigages taken by
the primary Land Mortgage Banks from their members &nd tra.
nsferred to the Central Land Mortgage Bank. The value of such
debentures shall not exceed 50% of the value of the properties
mortga ged by the members of the primary bank or the amount
of the total loans advanced by the primary banks, whichever
is less. Tnterest on debentures should not exceed 65, that on
loans to primary banks 7%, and that on loans to members of the
primary banks 8%." The Centtal Mortgage Bank’s borrcwing
power would be 25 times the paid-up share capital and reserve
fund. The duration of the debentures will be 30 years and i
they will be redeemable on 6 months’ notice. S

The Provincial Co-operative Bank might perbaps be able
to do this work and save us the trouble and expense and risks’
invoived in evolving a new institution whioh will take time to
establ:sh 1its credit and whose success will depend upon 'fHe -
kind of management :it secures. Official opinion is however
against this'idea. Three considerations weighed with me in
yielding to the objections raised against the Provincial Bank
doing it. Firstly, the' ProvincialiCo=operative Bank, (the Madras
Central Urban Bank) does not by its very ocoustitution poesess
any control and is not'in a position to exercise any regulating
authority over the primary Land Mortgage Banks : withoutsuch
contro! and regulation the finance will not be safe. Secondly,
the Provincial Bank has by a process of evolution become gn
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apex bank £o far as. the existing oredit institutions are con-
carned, and deals ouly with Central Banks. The establishment -
of direet relations between it and the primary Land Mortgage
_Bankl w:l}, involve a radical revision of its constitution*
Thirdly, there are certain risks involved in mixing up in the
Provincia¥ Bank the two kinds of credit, ordinary oredit and
land mostgage credit, which are to be ultimately dispensed by
two types of institutions which differ widely in their constitu-
tion. tradition, outlook and resources. But none of these
objections can weigh against the ‘Provincial Bank carrying on

the work as the Managing Agents of the Central Land Mort-
gage Bank and the arrangement has undoubted sdvantages to

the Land Mortgage Banks, forit will not only rgdpce the cost of
working the ocentral agency and ‘release groater margin of
working expenses for the primary banks, but will also give
greater credit and hquidnty to the dobentures than if they were
floated by a new agenoy notjknown to the money market.

_ The success’ of the land credit msntuhonq depends largely
upon the efficiency with ,which iand is valuated. titles are
investigated and the credit of borrowors is assessed. Valuation
“and inspection involye payment for expert services and legal
advice.. Inefficient management is beset with risks and dangers
not only to the members but also to investors, If debentures
are issued without care and excep§ under proper ocontro!, the
farmers' credit would. be ruined very soon and.the investing
publi¢ will be exposed to grave risks. If a bank issues deben-
i+ tures of the value ‘of a lakh of rupees backed by security of land
worth Rs, 50,000, the position is, we have a real value of
Rs. 50,000 and. a paper value of Rs. 50,000 which 'is worthless.
The one problem cbnnected with bonds and debentures is to
* make them more and more hqu\d that is, create the greatest
possible facilities to convert them into cash assets in cases of
urgency: This aim is secured mainly by creating confidence in
the value. g,nd stability of the real wealth or security on wh\ch
-they are bgsed. All these objects cannot be secured with-
out due provision for efficient.internal management and stricg
supervision. At the same time the management should not be
made very costly, for the cost will ultimately fall on the
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borrower, and any system of levying commission or other
‘incidental expenses for contracting the loans or for renewing
them should be discountenanced. The duty of the office
establishment mainly ralates to the duty of issuing loans and
effecting recoveries and maintenance of accounts. The work-
ing cost will depend upon the’ volume of transactions and
other circumstances. Mr. Strickland fixed it at 1 to 27 of the
total transactions. A Committee of the Madras Provinocial
Co-operative Union fixed it at 3),, This is clearly an excessive
estimate. Tt must be kept down below 27/, so as not to raise
the lending rate above 8),. On this basis, I calculate that
primary banks with less than 4 lakhs annual transactions
cannot make both ends meet if properly staffed.

SUMMARY OF THE SCGHEME "

From the foregoing discussiuns of principie, and precedents
1 belive the following essential features of the scheme emerge
and hope’that they will be accepted, to put an end to an inter-.
minable controversy -which resulted in procrastination and
prevented definite aotion being taken hitherto:—

(i) A scheme of land mortgage banks based on oco-
operative principles is required for many parts of India and
can be made o conform to a single type, with modifications in
details of working according to local conditions.

(ii) The existing rural eredit sotieties should not. be
utilised to dispense long term land mortgage credit, nor - should .
such credit through Land Mortgage Banks be restricted to
members of rural societies. '

(iii) There should be a central financing Land Mortgage
Bank for each province to raise credit by debentures and to
finance the primary Land Mortgage Banks.

(iv) The Primary Land Mortgage Banks should be con<ti-
tuted with share capital proportioned to borrowings and on a
Jimited liability basis,

(v) Loans should not exeeed 507 of the value of the pro-
perty mortgaged. The minimum loan should be such as to
repay the costs of the transaction and the maximum must be
fixed by each bank in its bye-laws from time-to time according
to its financial position.
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(vi) The cost of management should be kept. below 2%
so that the loans may not carry intersst exceeding 8% as far as
‘possible. The area of operation should not be too small where
a costly establishment is maintained.

(vii) The maximum period for repayment of loan wust be
20 to 30 years according to local conditions according to a
convenient system of instalments:

(viii) The State should help the scheme by subscribing for
debentures, guaranteeing interest on them for some time, con-
tributing in the initial stages towards the cost of valuation of
- lands, by making land mortgage debentures trustee securities,
by exempting the Land Mortgage Banks from income. tax, super
tax, stamp duty, registration fees and the like, and by invest-
ing these banks with power to foreclose. '

It has to be painfully admitted that the attitude of the
Government of India as well as of the local Governments has
hitherto Leen one of indifference, if not of apathy, to LanQ
Mortgage Banks. The Government of India takes convenient
shelter under the plea that the subject is a provinoial one in the
transferred departments. All that Sir Muhammad Habibulia
could say in the debate rai-ed by me in the Council of State
regarding Land Mortgage Banks wa. that he referred the
resolution passed by the ninth Conference of Registrars on the
subjects’in 1926 to the local Government and all that could be
done with any resolution fhat the Council might pass, was a
mere repetition of the same process, I donot complain in the
least of want of either sympathy or understanding on Sir
Muhammed Habibullah's part. He is a genuine friend of the
agricuiturist. But ‘I do complain of indifference, nay even
of apathy. on the part of the Government of India and Local
Governments to the problem of Land Mortgage Banks. I
cannot but regret also the lack of enthusiasm in the matter
on the part of co-operators in the province. I have not read a
single full-dress debate in any Provincial Council on the
straight issue of establishing Land Mortgage Banks to relieve
unproductive agricultural indebtedness, especially having re-
gard to the fact that the Government of India
shifted the burden on to shoulders of the Provincial
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Governments. The time has perhaps come for co-operators to
run their own candidates to the several legislatures in the coun- -
try to constantly keep the co.operative problems before the
~exeocutive and the Councils. In any country the State's
responsibility to safeguard the economic interests of the
agriculturisg js Obvious; in India it is more imperative - where
land is the chief national asset, agriculture the predominant
“industry; and land revenue the main source of the State's in-
come. The State is bound to preserve land which is the nativnal ‘
asset in an efficient condition of economic productivity for the
benefit of future generations. There are grave dangers .which
the Btate wiil incur if the concition of the peasantry becomes
‘intolerable and by the gerﬁth of a landless proletariat. I cannot
do better tt}an 'qliote' the note of warning sounded by Sir Edwaid
Maclagan in this ‘connection. . 5 C

“It is necessary for Governmen,t mot only in the ihter-
ests of the people but also in its own in terests, to see that the
evil does not spread too far and that its consequences are
mitigated as much as possible. It must, in the lirst plage, be
ramembered that if a large body of people is oppressed by a
load of debt, they must necessarily become dispririted and _dis-
contented not only with the load of the; debt itself, but also with
the classes to. whom the severity of thé debt ;a attributed. 1t
is further impossible for the Government to view with pquagi-
mity any large increase in wasteful and unnecessary ‘QWP
ture by ‘which' the balance at the disx’gbeal of the. peasant for
improving agricalture is seriously reduced. There are also
certain consequences of indebtedness such as mortgage or sale
of land which lead directly to oclass discontent, and occasioys
will arise when the intervention of Government is necessa¥y to
prevent the growth of a large body of discontented agriculty.
rists who have lost possession of their ancestral properties".

He proceeds to illustrate these dangers thus: .

“The Sonthal rebellion of 1855 Wwas due $0 an outbunrst
of the peasant debtors against their oreditors.and thére was g
good deal of the same sort of thing in th8 United ‘Provinces
during the course of the Mutiny in 1857, The same cause
was the origin of the Deccan riots of 1875 and of the riots at

!
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~ Ajmere in 1891. .It was therefore held by many competent
authorities that the constant tranfer of lands from the peas-

.ants  to the oreditor-class entailed a political danger
and that the Government could not afford to wait till the danger
came tos orisis.” Apart from these risks, 1 hope. that the
.Governiment will realine the great benefits that will acerue from
‘the early establishment of Land Mortage Banks to the Indian
peasant. Mr. Harrick thus summarises the benefits. “The
chief if not the only lesson to be learnt by the study of
European Land Credit systems are the. wonderful benefits to
the farmers, of unrecallable long term reducible loans, and the
ease and abundance in which money may be obtained for them
by the issue of debentures or mortgage honds, secured either
by the sb]idarity of the group of landowners or by the assets of
8 company officially supervised and properly managed’”. To
finance the former adequately and satisfactorily is to usher in
an era of prosperous rural life and to lay the foundation of
economic Swaraj. Tt is the right way to .set about in recon- -
structing New India. '

Communications and Rural Development.
s By J. A. Colaco. (Bombay)

The civilising inﬂuo‘ne of good Roads was recognised from
the earliest times and to-day, although many other means of
¢ communication have been developed. the importance of the Road
f fﬁf‘%fl aspect of national life is greater than ever. Whilb the
latter statement is true of any country in the world, it has a
more special sighiicance when applied to India. Without going
intd the question of the relative merits of Road and rail trans-
port, we may safely say that the day is very far off when this
vaat country will be adequately provided with railways, The
probhm of opening up the hinterland and of opening up the
hinterland and of linking it with the large towns, ports and  the

i *The indlan Woads and “Transport Development Association offersd a
Prise of Rs. 500 for the best essay on ** The effect of improvement of roads

on Edugation aud Agricultare™. Mr. Colaco's essay was awarded the first °
-prige. Bd. R.T. ' ‘
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railways is, therefore, essentially bound up with the develop- -
ment of Roads.The lack of an adequate mileage of roads suffici-
ent to deal with the.requirements of the country is too well-
known to need empbasis. But it is even mare disturbing to find
that the roads already in existence in the country, with .the
possible exception of roads in the vicinty of important towns, of
either not designed to cope with-the requirements of modern me

chanised forms of transport or have deteriorated to a serious
extent.

There ig elearly a great and pressing need for road: develop-
ment in India. But then, it is also' perfeetly clear that any
comprehensive scheme of road improvement must involve a
large initial expenditure which will have: to be met from the
revenues of the country, Such an investment can only be justi-
fied on' the ground that it will bring asting benefits to the ooun-
try as a whole. That this will happen will be resdily admitted
by those who have studied conditions in rural India where a
well-built road is always welcomed as the channel through
which countless blessings flow to the persons whom it serves,

From the standpoint.of people in India, the value of road
developmetit is to be gauged from its itifluence on agriculture
and education—on agriculture, because’it is. the all=im portant
industry of the country and eddeation, because it is generally
agreed that the progress of the countrgin the future wilt go
hand in hand with progress of education among the . masses of
the Tndian people.

 Good roads serve the agriculturist on the one hand by
providing him with communications which give him access to
markets where he can sell his produce and buy his supplies; on
the other hand, they serve him to an equally useful purpose by
bringing him in touch with ideas and people, who can help him
to improve his methods and his standard of living.

The recently published Report of the Linlithgow Agricul-
tural Commission has served to throw a flood of light on the
problems of the agricultural industry in India. Among other
observations, the Conimission make some pertinent remarks
regarding the influence of good communications on agriculture,
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and in view of the personnel of the Commission and the ex-
haustive nature of its inquiry, these remarks are worthy of
close attention by the public and the Transport authorities of
the country. ‘

While not minimising the importance of arterial roags, the
Commissioners express themselves strongly on the need for the
development of subsidiary communications which are of great
concern to the cultivator because they link up his village with
the arterial read and thus give him access to the country's
transport system,

With regard to the existing roads, the evidence received by the
commission shows that the condition of these roads has deterior-
ated in recent years and that the rapid expansion of motor
trafflo has brought into existence an ertirely new range of pro-
blems of road construction and ma'ntenance, '

The presence of a ready outlet for agricultural produce is
the best incentive for increased production. The lack of suit-
able communications has hitherto heen a serious hLandicap to
the cultivator in markoting his crops to the best advantage and
naturally enough,he has been taken advantage of by the middle-
man Who is of-course & necessary evil. As. the agricultural.
commissioners rightly point out, the most hopeful solution of
the cultivator's marketing ditficulties seems to lie in the impro-
vement of communications and the establishment of regulated
markets, In this way, the middleman will come to occupy a
_more rational position and the cultivator will be able to enjoy
a.greater proportion of the fruits of his labour. The advant-
ages that will thus accrue to the agricultural Industry will be
of inestimable value-

The ideal conditions of rural Denmark are generally held
up asan object lesson to demonstrate the value of cooperative
selling of agricultural and dairy produce. But then we must
remember that the Danish Government very early realised the
importance of rapid and cheap transport and therefore of good
roads in the rural areas as a preliminary to development of
cooperative methods. Not only has tha mileage of roads been
enormously inereased but every care is taken to see that the
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roads are maintained in excellent econdition throughbut‘“ the
year. The rasult is that Danish agricultural produce ocan

compste successfully both in quality and in price in the Euro-

pean market, _

The case of the U, S. A. is probably of more direct intarest
to us &s she has an enormous agricultural industry which has
to feed the growing vurban population. We may next
consider a single case of the blighting influence of poor
communications on Agricultyral development. In spite
of its great agricultural resources, Ruseia has been at times,
scarcely able to feed itself (i.e. its towns and its indust-
rial areas), while the wheat has been rotting in ita rich southern
wheat fields. Asin Tndia, the problem is too vast for the rall.
ways alone to tackle and an efficient network of arterial and

feeder roads is nacoasary to take full advartage of its uunou[-

eural wealth. v ,

“During a recent vinit to the Trish Free Stats. the writer
wak impreased with the great attention that was bheing given
hy theé Govemment to road develdrment. The revalutionary
troubles hud caused a serious deterioration of the rnads wrthin
the State, and -the authorities realised the nrgent nusa--
sity of putting.them in.order again before embarking on thoh-
ambitious schemes of marketmg Irish agrtoultural prndnce
abroad.

While roads are useful in helping. to disposs. of lfﬂﬂwké »
agricultural produce, they also serve an equally useful purpoee

in supplying the ocultivator whih his necessities and his luxuries.
Tn this way a steady trade ix maintained. the standard of

in all eountries and Tndia is no exception.

.The linking up of the village with the town hy good roads
has always served to bring new ideas to the cultivator to assist
him in his work —the use cf new manures, of .better tools, of
better methods of cattle breeding, of more afficient methods of
deahng with plant pests and soon. These indirect advantages
of good communiocations are in themselves 'a suficient jusatifi.
eation for a progressive road poliey.

SR PN

living of the villager is slowly and steadily improved, a!;déﬁ :
prosperous community is built up. This has been experieneed
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In the writer's opinion there ie a considerable scope in
India for the development of agricultural and forest industries
in oclose proximity to the sources of raw produece.
‘Progress has been slow, in spite of encouragement from the
Government Departments of Industries, principalls because
intending capitalists are deterred by the lack of good communi-

- cations which are of fundamental importance to an indus-

trial concern. There is little doubt that an improvement in
road commnunication, sutficient to deal ‘with fast mechanised
forms of transport, will be a powerful incentive to bring the
factory to the raw material. Such a movement will have far-
reaching results in that it will provide India with the form of
industrialism which 1s best msuited to the needsof the Indian

labourers who thrive best under rura! conditions. The presence

of these“Garden faotories” will naturally serve to stimulate
agricultural acthty and will bring a mutual interest between
the producer of the- rm-matanal and the manufacturer. Alreu-
dy, there are signs of these agr.cultural industries growing ups
the many rive mills, oil mills, paper miils, timber works etc.. are
but a few examples. It is in the hands of those responsible for
the road policy of this country to g'lve a great 1mpetua to th 8

' healmy movement,

. The beneﬁmal influence of good roads in fostering educa.

tion in a country oan be of a dircet and very often of an in-
direct nature. 1t is not difficuls to see that good roads which

permlt of the use of fast transport are a direct inducement for

16 send their children to the best schools eves though

‘ ‘Aﬂ“ﬂ%«re at wome distance from their home. In this way, the

standard of edtcation ina locality provided with good communi-
o.atious ¢can be maintained av a high level in spite of a lack of
goud schools in the immediate vicinity, That would be a
direot. benefit conferred by good’ ‘roads. . Indirectly, as we have
already hinted earlier in the artjcle the high-road which links”
up the village to the town brings to the former people and
ideas, whidlh gradually engender a certain healthy discontent
in the village. Once the craving for education has been arous. '
ed, it'does not require coaxing (as is now the case in many in-
Bocessible villages) to induce people to send their children to
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school—the demand for more and more facilities for education

comes from the people themselves. This will be recognized to be
a most desirable state of things. A good road has done this in

every country in the world—it can do this equally well in

India.
.

Travel cutside one’s town or village is a very usefu!l adjuncs
to education when one is at.school. After one’s schooling days
are over it is even more. necessary to travel in order to train

one in judging people and -things correctly. In short,

travel puts the finishing tonches to.our:academic education and
endows it with a practical flavour. - In many oountries -of the
west especially in America the private individual is often "in a

position to travel in his own ear, his motor-or push bicycle on

the excellent roads which his Government has thoughtfully pro-
vided for h m. In India. we shall have to go a long way Pefore
any considerable proportion of the people will possess their
own conveyances but the.motor-bus is a very useful and cheap
substitute which can and is already serving the needs of the
people wherever “suitable r: ads areavailable.” It is only right
to expaot that with a greater mileage of well-builg roads,.’ the
motor-bus services of the country .canbe enormously extended
and thereby thé man in the street will be enabled to travel chea-
ply and thus extend his knowledge of his couantry and of its
people. There can be no other form of education which ¢an do

more than this that it imports to a man a better’ .nowledzb of -

his countrymen and help to dispel the many time-worn ideas
and prejudices that have been a stumbhng block to the progress
of this country.

Having committed ourselves to the extent of assomuﬁnl
good roads with fast mechanised or other forms of transport we
cannot do better than consider the educative value of modern
transport methods on the average individual. In the first place
there is a great deal to be learnt i n the science of modern road
construction itself but we must pass over this in order to
emphasise the value of bringing to the rural citizen of India a
knowledge of modern mechanical ideas, It will be readily
granted that few workmen in the world have been so handi-
capped through a lack of mechanical appliances as the Indian
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agriculturists: The towns-people haviug come into contact with
western methods are learning the use of mechanical aids to
human labour but to the vast majority of people, the mechanical
world has hitherto been a vague dream. The modern road is
however changing all this. The motorbus and other mechanised
forms of transport are familiarising the villager with the po.gsibi-
lities of machinery in aiding human labour. 'The writer has
observed the very rapid progress which has been made in this
respect in certain parts of Madras Presidency owing to-the’
introduction of motor-bus service. If we could only realise
that the development of the roads of this country can be the
indirect means of familiarising the people with mechaniocal
appliances and ideas, and thereby of revolutionising agriculture
and iadustry in this country, there is not one of us but will be
‘an ardent supporter of a progresssive road policy in the State.

Agricultural Research

The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, formed on

the recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture

- was formally inaugurated on the 21st June 1929 at the Viceregal

Lodge, Simla, by His Excellency Lord Trwin. 'I‘he following is
the full text of the Viceroy's speech:

Gentlemen :—I am glad to have another opportunity of
welcoming to Simla the represeutatwes of the provinces and of
the Imperial Department of mnculture. and I think we may
consider it a good omen that our proceedings should have been

Rt tAsagmpanied by rain, which is always welcome.

I much regret that the Hon'ble the Minister of Agriculture
from Burma has baen unable to be with us to.day. But I am

" very glad that that provin~e js now represented, especially as it

was not represented at the conference convened by my Govern-
ment {n October 1928 to consider the steps to be taken to carry
into effect the recommendations of the Royal Commission on
Agriculture. To the other Honble Ministers and representatives
from the provinees, our gratitude is also due. for coming so far
at a season of the year when travelling must. T fear, be
a source of no smal] diseomfort.
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We are now meeting, gentlemen, to inaugurate the Counejl
of Agricultural Research which, as I had occasion to state to
last year's conference, was perhaps the most original ané the
most far-reaching of the suggestions contained in the Commis-
sion’s report. It is not necessary for me to-day to repeat what
I said, when opening: the earlier conference, about the value of
research in premoting the development of a country so-pl‘edom:
inantly agricultural as India, but may be allowed once more.
to emphasise that research offers a fruitful field for co-opera-
tion between the Government of India and the provinces, and
a sure means of stimulating and widening the agricultural
development of this country..

Tlgsnks to the work which the Hdn'bh Ministers of AIM-?
culture and other provincial representatives accomplished in

the conference’ which assembled last sutumn and to the

- constructive and sympathetic aid given by the leaders of parties
in the Legislative Assembly, we have evolved;
an organisation, which, while founded on the basic principles
suggested by Lord Linlinthgow and his oolleagues, has been

modified in certain ways which we felt made it more suited to

the present day requirements of India. These changes are
fully explained in the resolution constituting the Council: copies
of which have, I understand, been communicated to ali of you.
They are designed to ensure for the council, the maximum of

efficiency in operation by providing separate organh&ﬁé@qﬂfo; :
administration and for scientific%crutiny and advice, and the -
greatest - measure of fresdom from Governmental control
compatible with the obligation of the Government to see that -
public funds are properly spent. and a close and cordial relas :

tionship with the provinces and a competent and representa:
tive membership. The presence of the Hon'ble Mlnisters of
Agriculture on the governing body éannot fail to be a source of
strength to that important organ of the Council. Indeed, no
better means can be devised of linking the aoctivities of the
Council with those of the provincial agricultural and veterinary
' departments: KExperience alone can show how far the Council
will be able’ to achieve the objects we hope for; but the atten-

dance at this meeting is itself a gratifying proof of the determi-

Agricultural Research 187

nation on all sides to make it a success. May the career on
which it starts be worthy of its beginning, and fraught with
ever increasing prosperity to India’s agricultural millions.

The only formal business before you to-day is the discus-
sion of the draft memoraundum of the Association and the ‘rules
and regulations which have to be filed with the nearest Regis-
trar of Joint Stock Companies before your Council can begin its
work. These have been drawn up in accordance with the
recommendations of the Royal Commission as modified by my
Government and with the object of ensuring the establishment
of an organisation to which the Government of India and the
provinces shculd stand in the same relation, consistently with
the fact that the Government of India. who are providing the
whole of the requisite funds, have a responsibility to the tax-
payer. Discussion of the rules and regulations is I fear, dull
work : but you will realise how important it is that the founda-
tions of the new organisation should be well and truly }aid, and
I have no doubt that you will carefully scrutinise the complete
draft which has been placed before you, and in the preparation

of which we have the expert aid of Sir Frank Noyce. brs

You will notice that, subject to a very small limitation,
your Council is being given an entirely free hand in the ex-
penditure of that portion of the grants made by the Govern-
ment of India which is to be devoted to the promotion of re-

search. including the dissemination of information. As regards

that portion of the grants which is to be devoted to the
cost of the staff, establishment and general purposes, some of -

"you think that the control of the Government threatens to be

too detailed and too strict, I can assure you, however, that
the arrangements proposed are intended only to enable my
Government to fulfil their function of acting as guardians of
public interests in regard to expenditure of Imperial revenues.

There is one point to which I am glad to have this opportuni-
ty of referring.I understand that some members of the [mperial
and Provincial Departments of Agriculture see in the report of
the Royal Commission an imperfect appreciation of the achieve-
ments of these departments.] do nct myself think that this view
1s warranted by anything contained in the Royal Commission's
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report- . In.atressing what eould be accemplished by co-operation.s

:.;;:i oo—endmgﬁon. -the Commission had no intention - to bekitéle < -
great.achievemens -of the all too small band of research - |

:«})ln;lze:u:: :he_c?(;mtry. Their enquiries brought home to them
ha itg 1 evi dent. to.ev-ary-careful observer that as Scionbo'
e boun anes. it is only by providing an adequate oj).
por patiento: o:-opera;txou that the full value can be. giwen' to
o patien w:s . persl.ste,nt endeavour of the true soientific
.y that aYo‘.d waste of effort and to increase effiici- .
‘i'he . e Commission proposed. this new organisation.
oot :::lc?,om@”m -1§old; I think, rightly, that the.
o adoaren s uncil of Agrioultural Research would depend
b h:.:hoould ‘bardly be exaggerated, on the perso,v
nel c .w-map who under the scheme as modified by m
glade::r:ent will be the Vice-Chairman of the Counecil. I anyl
imm,tgn: :!;!si t;_announce to you that we have secured for this
Gper v;jia',-as; ewan : Bnthaduf- 8ir T. Vijiaraghavachariya.
ot e avt;.cbanya. 8 var-rqd experience as administrator.
i e : o orga-r.n,s?ation of which he gave proof as
ia bition Coimissioner at Wemblay ace a guarantee.
18 services to the Council will be vajuable. '

F .

secumr:); the.Gmornment of 'Bihar and Qrissa, we hope to

sooure uwes of their Director of Agrioulture, Mr.B. C
+ I5r appointment as your whole time Expert Advis.oi-: in‘

Agricui '
gricuiture. Mr. Bart's work as Secretary of the Indian Centeal : -

S:;tzrb?::mi;m::s»wdl known to many of you, and I have
at.he will bring to his new duti '

: e v ; uties the -ene
enthusiasm which contributed so materially i

. _ ’ to the succes
working of that_ ocommittee from its inception ' eee Sfl,l} ,

The recommendations > by -
made by the Ro i i
. - ' yal Commission
::;: ::apter o:x Animal Husbandry have, I understand, not m::tl;
general a measure of acoe :
: lan ptanoce as those in other
:): their Tepbrt. in view of their controversial character. We zﬂrts
dougbt it advisable to obtain from outside India an ® or
» Y : . X
adviser in Animal Husbandry and Veterinary matters who'::‘:;
. i

approach the problems discussed i ¢ i
T sed in that chapter with an open

-

\f?;)ﬂ\(“}" Y| }1\1 >
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Before leaviug you to-your labours; gentlemen, there is one
item in your agenda on which 1 should like to make a brief
comment. I bave dwelt on the opportunities which this new
organisation affords of enabling the Government .of India to
assist the i)rovinoea. But there is a wider scope to-day for
mutual assistance and adyar.tage in the sphere of scientifie
research. In drawing up the scheme, of which our meeting i®
the outcome, the Royal Commission found in the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research which has recently. been
established in Australia. a most helpful model. I notice in the
second annual report of the Council, a statement of great value
attached by it to team work throughout the Empire in explor-
ing and investigating the various problems which confront the
agrioultural research worker. They point out that free inter-
_change of information between the component organisations of
that team will ensure the minimum of overlapping. and will
lead to most efficient and effective work. T am confident that
in its response to the call for collaboration in scientific endea-
vour, India will not lag behind Australia. A

The most important item of business which will be placed
before you is the question of participation in the new Tmperial
Agricultural Buresux. These bureaux are being established a8
 result of the Tmperial Agricultural Research Confererce of
1997, in the deliberations of which the representatives of India
took a by no means. inconspicuous part. I have every hope
that you will “decide to share in an enterprise in. which India

"o . partleipate with material benefit to herself and with

advantage to the growth of science.

Before I conclude, I should like to make an announcement
which, I am sure, the Council of Agricultural Research will
receive with keen gratification and gratitude, I was infor.
med' yesterday that His Exalted Highness the Nizam has
sanctioned a grant of two lakhs to the funds of ‘the Couneil.
The Council is empowered to receive contributions ‘in furthe-

“‘rance of its objects, not only from the Government of India,
but from other sources, and I am confident that the prompt

and munificent offer of Hi Fhos ss will be dealt
& Utngy wan.
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with by the governing body in a manner befitting the generosity
of the donation.

For mv part I wish to profit by this opportunity to express
my warm personal appreciation of a gift which, besides constitu-
ting a substantial addition to the resources of the Couneil, will
T hope provide a splandid stimulus to the generosity of others
interested in the progress of Indian agriculture.

And now geuntlemen, T must not keep you longer from Your
serious task, The Council has a great opportunity tn improve
India’s staple industry. It is my earnest prayer that its
achievement may equal its opportunity.

Rural Reconstruction in Alamura.

The area incinded in the Rural Reconstruction Sche-
me of Alamurn consists of about fifteen Revenue villages Tt
forms the major part of the Alamuru Supervising Union. Ttis
typical of the Godavari Delta. The villages are close to each
other, thickly popilated and fairly well off. They contain some
‘educated persons with leisure and capacity for public work. On
the other hand, communications are defective. cultivation is too
extended and sanitation very unsatisfactory.

The area is exceptionally well served by co-operative
credit societies. Not only in the Rural Re-construetion area
but also in the larger area of the Alamuru Supervising Union,
every village has at least one co-operative credit society , while
in the majority of villages there are more sosieties than one. In
these latter there is generally one society for the landowning
higher castes and one or more for the labouring classes. These
again are on a caste basis, being intended either for the Setti
Balijas or the Adi-Andhras, the two chief labouring ocastes of
the area. The societies, of the landowning. elasses are well
developed, whereas those of the labouring classes are not. as is
only to be expected. Most of the caste societies were organised

Based on the report of Mr. V. Venkatssubbiah of the Servants of India
Society, Convener, Rural Reconstruction Committee of the Madras Provin-
cial Co-operative Union.
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about ten yearsago, but an intensive development of the co-
operative credit movement began in 1924, as a result of Mr. Sat-
yanarayana's keen interest in it. :

' Before the advent and development of co-operative
societies, it was very difficult for the ryots to find money for
agricultural expenses and for paying the kist to Government,
They had to wait for the pleasure of the money-lenders, had to
‘ray interest ranging from Rs.1.9-0 to Rs. 3-2.0 per month on
Rs. 100 and also submit to other conditions which invelved loss
of, money and self-respect to them. It was not profitable, parti-
cularly for the poor man, to borrow for productive purposes.
Now the ryotscan get money readily from the co-cperative
societies at a fair and un form rate. of interest.

The co-operative societies have brought down the rate
of interest in the village generally. What was ranging between
Rs. 1.9 and 3-2 now ranges from 12 annas to Rs. 1-4, Re. 1 being
the most'usual rate. In snme villages a trading class from
Nelloro D.strict (Balijas) were doinz money-lending business.
They have how practically given it up.

The money borrowed from the societies is used for
raising costly and profitable garden crops. There has been a
marked increase ip the cult:vation of sugar cane, plantain, tur-
mério, ana vegetables. At Kapileswarapuram the ryots, who
wére formerly raising only one putty of garlie from an acre of
land are now able to raise 2 to 2¥putties from an acre of land
because they are able to borrow money from the co-operative

: . sogiety on easy terms and enrich the soil with good manure and
Bdtimannu.

"Many persons, who were only labourers formerly, have
now become independent agriculturists and are cultivating the
lands much bette. than they used to do formerly.as mere labou-
rers. On account of the credii facilities afforded by the socie-
ties they are able to take for fairly long periods the lease of lands
from non-cultivating landlords, oifering them terms which are
advantageous both to themselves and the landlords and also
elim nating the middiemen cultivators. Having an interest in
the land, all the members in the r families work on it, and the
-esult is much more product.on than before. Those who were
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formerly cultivating lanka lands as mere labourers, are now
able to lease them from Government in public auction and grow
tobacco, cotton, cholam and other crops on them.

‘ The spr_'ead of the co-operative movement has fostered
public spirit in the people generally. It has taught them to think
of the common good and make sacrifices for it. It has taught
also the value of organisasion. They take a keen interest in a,
elections and a larger percentago of them attend the polls than
others. There is a Ryots’ Association at Alamuru, which venti-
lau?s the irrigational grievances of the firka. The co-operative
soc}ety has paved the way for panchayats, libraries and other
activities as shown below. Almost every society possesses a com-

mon good fund and gives contributions out of it for erucational
and other purposes |

There has been a remarkable decrease in litigation in »

the whole of the Ramachandrapuram Taluk as a result of the
development of the co-operative movement. The- people are

conscioas of there being more harmony in their villages now
than formerly.

Besides the ordinary oredit societies there are in this
area (1) a building society at Pedapalla, (2) a store
society, which was formerly situated at Pedapalia, but is 1ow
at Alamuru and (3) a land mortgage bank at Alamuru. The
store societ y worked at a loss during the last two years but
speci al efforts are now being made to make it a success. 1t is
now dealing in khaddar, especially that produced at Chamudu-
lanka as part of the Rural Reconstruction activily, and in books,
forms, ete., required for the co-opera tive societies It is arrang"
ing for the supply of some of the agricultural products in the
- area (like ghee, oil, garlic, etc.) to the T. U. C. S., Madras. The
land mortgage bank was registered in May last and began work
only during the current co-operative year. it has made a
very satisfactory beginning, having already sild debentures to
the extent of Rs, 40,000, all to private investors.

Panchayats, Next in importance to co-operative socie-
ties are the Panchayats, registered under the village Pancha-
yat Act of 1920. .

Water Supply. In seversl villages wells and tanks
have been repaired and made fit for use. Old tanks which for
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generations had been neglected, nad silted up and had been
overgrown with weeds, have been deepend and cleaned and
strengthened with good bunds—each at a cost ranging from
Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 5,000. In some cases the area of the tank has
been lessened in order that its proper maintenance may be ren-
dered easier. Steps have been built at severzl places for each
tank to make access to it easy and safe. Bunds are given on
lease for cultivation and are generally utilised for growing
vegetables. This vegetable cultivation is specially . commenda-
ble, as it enriches the food supply of the villagers. Separate
ponds are set apart for the use of cattle, in villages which have
no tanks, and in hamlets of Adi-Andhras wells have been made
pucca with cemented walls and platforms and drains.

Roads. The nature of the soil and the over-extension
of wet cultivation, make the formation of good roads very diffi-

" cult in the Rural Reconstruction area in -the deltaic villages.

Several. new roads have been laid connecting one village with
another, or connecting the village with the road. .

Sanitation. Public opinion is being educated to the
nead of latrines, especially for the use of women. One
d fficulty experienced by the Panchayatsin this connection is
the absence of suitable sites for building public latrines, there
being very little village land available for the purpose. At
Alamuru three latrines have been built and a site has been acq-
uired for a fourth, Some Panchayats have employed thotees
for cleaning the village—usually once a week.

Srhools. The Alamuru firka is exceedingly well served

"with schools. After the constitution of a separate Taluk Board

for the Ramachandrapuram Taluk some ten years ago, it has
made a point of establishing at least one school in every village.
The bigger villages have both boys’ and girls’ schools. As soon
as Mr. Satyanarayana entered the Taluk Board he began to
interest himself in the attendance of the children at school. The
result is that it is very good and during the last few years a
large number of new teachers have been employed in them. On
account of the various public activities in the Rural Reconstru-
ction area the parents realise the importance of sending their
children to school and *he etficiency of the schrols also has con-
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si.derably risen. One member of the Rural Reconstruction staff
gives moral lessons in the schools by turns.

Libraries, The library movement began in the Andhra
district nearly twenty years ago and some of the libraries in
the Rural Keconstruction area are fifteen years old. The enth-
usiasm for them had however gradually waned, until a revi- *
began some three years ago by the promise of half and hair
grants upto a maximum of Rs, 200 per annum by the Registrar
General of Panchayats. They are all fairly well used and
some very well used.

Resourges, For all the purposes meéntioned above grants
have been obtained either from the taluka Board or frem the
Registrar General of Panchavat from Provincial fund<. They
are two-thirds of the estimated value in some cases and less ‘n
others, but they are conditioned on the halance being raised in
the villages. It is to the immense credit of Mr. Satyanarayana
and his co.workers that they have been able to awaken the
enlightened self_-interest of these villagers to such an extent as
to induce them to raise a sufficient sum locally to complete the
proposed public works with the help of the grants in aid. Subh-
scriptions from individuals and the levy of an informal tax
called Kolagaram on the measuring of grain. are the chief volu-
ntary sources of local funds. Where Panchayats are organi-
sed, the villages acquire further resources in the shape of graz-
ing fees and the usufruct of trees and porambokes, the fees for
fishing in tanks and the lease of tank bunds for cultivation. At
Alamuru and Choppella a cess of half an anna in the rupee on
the land revenua assessment was levied for a couple of years,
but it was discontinued after the Purposes for which it was
meant were served. Thus local money is raised as far as pon-
sible without recourse to direct taxation. Tt sometimes hap-
pens that when a Panchayat isin need of funds the panchayat-
dars take loans on their own responsibility from the co-opera-
tive society and accommodate the Panchayat. These pancha-
yatdars deserve a high tribute for their publie spirit,

Ramamandirams etc.— Every village in the Rural Recon-
struction area possesses one or more Ramamandirams, In some
villages there are as many as four and even five of them. The
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Remamandiram consists generally of a small temple dedicated
to Sri Rama and a hall on three sides of it which iseant fomr
congregational purposes. Sometimes the library?is loeated
there and in some cases the co-operative society also. Not only
are devotional meetings held there but also others convened for
the purpose of considering the common welfare of the villagers.
1t is really the village hall: The meetings of the co-operative
society and the Panchayat are held there. Tf the hall isinsuffi-
cient for big meetings, the space in front of it is also used. Tn
the non-agricultural season Bhajana meetings are usually held
once or twice a week in each Ramamandiram. Special encour-
agement i being given during the last few years to Bhajana
parties, of which one or more exist in most villages. The sub-
sect Of the Bhajana is usually an episode from the Ramayana,
rendered into song in the shape of dialogues. Some undergo
special training, but all join in the chorus, These Bhajanas are
serving as an excellent and healthy form of recreation for'the
ryots. The Ramamandiram is more trulv the werk of the whole
village than any other institution : every house-holder whom it
is intended to serve, has made his own contribution to its build-
ing in the shape of money, material or labour. The commeon
good fund of co-operative societies and the dividends of members

_are also often given to them.

Tn respect of morals a very remarkable change has come
over in this village during the last three or four years, Formerly
the village hod a bad name. Drinking and gambling were very
common and it was not considered safe to pass the village(which
is situated on a canal) during nights. Now drink has been
altogether abolished. The people are all usefully ocoupied and
abosolute safety prevails. Ttis difficult to say whether this
happy change will be permanent, but even if unfortunately it
should prove otherwise, the present achievement is sufficient to
justify all the labour and all the meney spent on Rural Recons-
truction work. This temperance work has hitherto been confined
to Chemudulanka, but its extention to other villages is earnestly
hoped.

The Rural Reconstruction Centre has obtained free of cost
the service of a seed-bull from the Agricultural Department for
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the use of the area. [ts food expenses and the pay of a servant
to look after it. are met from the Rural Reconstruction funds

.We agree with Mr.V. Venkatasubbiah that the work that i;
being done in Alamuru firka is very satiefactory, The succos;

of the movement is due to the praiseworthy endeavours of Mr
Satyanarayana and his ce-worker. o

Notes & Comments

THE COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
H. E. H. The Nizam of Hyderabad had made a .aenerom grnnt.
of 2 Lacs of Rupees in aid of the Counecil of Agr‘éuitural
Res.oarch which was inaugurated by His Exc'ellen;y Lord
Irwin the other da; The full text of His Excellency’s addro:s
appears in this issue. Agricpitural research is intended t
benefit not only the ryots of British India but also those (f,
Indian States as welland H. E. H. Nizam has by his time;)
and munificent gift given a lead to other. ruling princes: T i

Council has great potentialities of usefuiness hut it can only

justi‘fy itself by stimulating the interest and enlisting the co-
operation of the Ruling princes and zamindars and pu:ﬁc bodies
It has a strong and representative governing body with a ver'
satile and able administrator in the person of Sir T. Viéiar ba-
vacharya as its head, and that itself is a guarantee of suco:fs )

HIS EXCELLENCY LORD GOSCHEN. In bidding tare-

well to His Excellency Lord Goschen who is leaving us to take-

up -th.e exalted office of Viceroy and Governor-General of India
the highest position under the Crown, we take the opportunitt:

of expressing our appreciation of the ability and discriminating

sympathy which His Excellency has brought to bear in the ad-
ministration of this Presidency and of the progress achieved dur-
ing the period of His Governor-ship particularly in respect of im-
provements effécted in agrioultural work and propaganda. From

past experience and training, His Exocellency has always had a

. special interest in the agricultural classes and hasx evinced
genuine sympathy for their uplift.Lord Goschen was one of the
earliest to weloome the report of the Royal Commission on
Agriculture as giving a comprehensive survey of agricultural
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problems in this country and His Excellency lost no time in
creating an Agricultural Advisory committee by means of
which the recommendations of the Commission might be examin-
ed with a view to practical action being taken. Lord Goschen
took considerable interest in the Forest Panchayat movement
and his opening address to the gsecond Confersnce of Forest
Panchayats was marked by genuine sympathy to the move=
ment and a keen desire to help its progress.

We also take this opportunity of paying our tribute of respect
and regard to Vicountess Goschen who by her lively interest
in every good cause has won an . abiding place in our . hearts.
We sincerely hope that good health and happiness will be
vouchsafed to their Excellencies Lord and Lady Gochen
and that they will not forget the Presidency which they have
served so wel), .

THE HON'BLE SIR MUHAMMAD HABIBULLA SAHIB
BAHDUR K. C. S. I. Tae Indian delegation to the League of
Nations this year is particularly noteworthy by reason of the
fact that for the first time after the League was constituted an
Indian is to lead the delegation The Hon’ble Sir Muhammad
Habibulla Sahib Bahadur's selection as the leader has been recei-
ved with general satisfaction. His Excellency Lord Irwin
deserves the greatful thanks of India for the eminently suitable
and wise selection he has made. We extend our hearty felici-
tations to the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad Habibulla.

INSTRUCTION IN RURAL SCIENCE: The Mysore
State has evolved an interesting scheme of Rural Science inst-
ruction which is to the effect that middle schools in Rural areas
should be given an agricultural bias by including agricultural
training in the curriculam thus bringing it into closer relation

. with the environment of the people, Mr. A, Vedachala Ayyar

Retired Registrar of Cooperative societies commenting on the
Mysore Scheme and the feasibility of giving effect to it in the
rural areas of the Madras Presidency, ‘through Local Boards,
writes thus in a contewporary. We entirey agree with Mr.
Vedachala Ayyar:—

The schools will have to be selected with regard to the

occupation of the bulk of the populaton of the locality. The
.
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hatch and this may occur from two to four times daily. The
principal hatching places are stables. cow-sheds, manure heaps.
A pair of flies beginning to breed say on May Ist are capable
of producing 5, 746, 670, 500 flies by July 30th. Fliex can eat
half their weight in food at a singl® meal and they take their
meals fifteen minutes apart if they can get them, The milk-
jug and the fresh loaf of bread are as inviting to them as the
unsavoury ma.ter they also frequent. Food that has been touch-
ed by the fly should notibeieaten. Destruction of breeding places
is the best way to control flies.

Reviews and NoticeS

Djawa, Vol. 8, No. 3—6; Vol. 9, No- I’ Published by the
Java Institute, Surakarta, Netherlands Indies.

When reading publications like the above, regret at the
non-existence of a word language makes itself more poignantly
felt than ever. Being written yn Dutch the contents are avail-
able for the few only, one would like them to be accessible to
lovers of India and Indan lore all over the world. The first
three numbers, bound in one volume. deal with “Music among
the Madhurese” by J. S. and A. Brandts Buys-van Zyp. Ma-
dhura is an island on the North-East coast of Java. The
authors describe how in past times an artistic influence went
out from the court of the princely Rulers and how when their
power diminished they did away with the orchestras and
musicians, belonging to a reyal state, and the art became for-
gotten. The traveller in Madhura now-a days will only rece ve
an impression of a people’s art-—gay, forceful, multi-colored. It
is dithicult to distinguish between a real Madhurese art and that
of Mid-Java, with which the island had numerous relations.
Numerous illustrations are given of the various instrument
found in the island. Each instrument is described and an attem-
pt is maae at reprcducing the intoning and harmonies. Bells
of all kinds and small tinkling balls are used everywhere, the
inhabitants being apparantly very fond of the sound. An in-
terest.ng description is given of the various kinds of dances
and of the singing accompanying some of them or, is it the
dance which is an accompaniment to the singing.

Children's songs and various games are also described and
some are transiated.

The authors have tried to describe something of the impres-
sion wh.ch the music. heard by them, made They say that it
gave them something which Woestern music had either not given
them or in a different way, Dot necessarily better or more
forceful but quite differant. Javanese musical art and Western
music cannot be compared, just as little as any great original
art can be compared with any other—eachhasits own ind.vidua-
lity and is therefore incomparable. A new world was opened to
them when they first heard good Javanese music and singing,
at tunes it seemed rather a re-finding of oid things, well-known
but forgoiten, This book should be studied by music-lovers who
know tiue Dutoch language.

The number belonging to Volume 3 of the same journal
contains shorter articles on various subjects of interest to those
who make a study of East Indian folklore, and literatuce.
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Reviews are also giver of books dealing with thuse matters. It
has some good illuustrations. Paper and print are good. J. v.9,

‘A History of India Part: I—Hinde India, by C. 8. Sree-
nivasachary M.A., Professor of History, Pachaiyappa's
College, Madras, and M. 8. Ramaswami Iyengar M.A.
Professor of History and Economics, Maharaja's College,
“Vizayanagaram with an introduction by Radha Kumud
Mookerji M.A.. F. R. 8., Ph. D,, Head of the Department
of Indian History, Lucknow Un versity. (Messrs Sree-
nivasa Varadachari & Co., Madras, Price Re. 2—8.

Ywe owe an dpology to the enterprising Pablishers and the

learned authors for the delay in noticing this interesting and

well written book on the Hindu period of Indian History wh ¢h
has been lying on vur table for some tune. The book is intended
to present a contihuous narrative of the political and social
history of India down to the Mahammoden conquest: As stated

by Prof. Radba Kumud Mukerji, 1t iz difficult to preseat a

connected story of Indian history.. Viewed as political history,

India loses very often itg unity, but viewed as cultural h story:

as a history of thought and o.v.lization, it has a ynified and

" organic whole. The learned authors have grasped the relative

importance and s'gnificance.of the local annuls and "the part

played by various Provinces, dynasties and peoples to contri-
buting to the umty of hfe social, religidus, political and intellec-
tual and the narrative which the authors have succeeded in
presenting in luc d style is satisfactory both as gesneral and
local history and clearly brings out the unity and distinotive
features of Indan  culture and civilization, Naturally

South India has received somewhat more prominent

attention and the authors have luid under coatribution up-to-

date mat -r.als and results of recent research. The Publishers
deserve to be congratulated n the excellent get up

Bullet ns Nos. 191—194 of the Agricultural Research
‘Institute, Pusa, 1929. . el
Tunese Bulletins deal with agricultural implen.ents ard
machinery used and tested 1n the Farm attached to the Central
Research Institute, Pusa. The authors Mr. G. 8. Henderson
N.D. A, N D. D, and Mc. Arjun Singh L. Ag., Imperial Agri.
culturist and Assistant to the lmperial Agriculturist respecti.
vely deal under four heads. Builetin No 191 deals with culti-
vation implements and machinery, Bulletin No 192 with har.
vesting and threshing 'mplements and Machinery, Bulletins N
193 and 194 delaing with spec.al and misceilanecus implgments
and power implements. .In a huge country like India “wWith its
varying agricultural.cond. tions, climate, soil, Rainfall and crops
the quest on of the introduction of agricultuarak.implement:
suited to the tracts and the crops raised in them, i3 ‘'no ess;y
matter. - As a contribution to the litefature on the Subject the
detailed description given of such of the implements and
machinery as have passed through the acd test of pract.ca
work extending over a number of years evenin & l.mited ares
with no variat:on of orop, climate or 80il shoutd prove useful a
atfording data for more pxiemged work which it is necessar)

systematically opfs Y » . i

.
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“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a >>
;%;é needle than for aches and pains to enter the

X kingdom of Amrutanjan™ 111
s‘x “My gqide, doctor and friend.” "

X Price 1O As apat. X
&( Sold coérQImﬁerc : ! %6\(
N
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