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PRAYER

O N
A HYMN TO VISWANATHA
BY VYASA

(Frecly Rendered info English)

(TH matted locks made weirdly beautiful by the laughing waters of

the Ganga;

With Gautri the symbol of cternal youth ever at his side s

Sits there in 3enares the friend of Narayana and the foe of Manmatha,
consuming all carnal desires with the flame of wisdom ;

Adcre thou him, knowing him as Viswanatha, the Supreme Lord of this
Universe. .

e is the repository of all gunas, and speech returns baffled in the atterapt
to express his greatness;

Brahma, Vishnu and all the Devas wait at h
his wishes;

Uma the embodiment of all good is his consort;

Adore thou him, knowing him as Viswanatha, the Supreme

is foot-stool, ever attending to

Lord of ‘this
Universe,

Strange are his ways and ignorant men take him to be a lunatic;
Though the Lord of all Creation, he is dressed lilke a fakir in tiger skin;

With dishevelled hair and three eyes, with pdsa and ankusa and sule for
protecting the good and punishing the wicked, he sits there in Benares

granting all boons to his devotees;
Adore thou him, knowing him as Viswanatha, t
Universe,

he Supreme Lord of this

His form fills earth and heaven; and the moon in the sky shines like a
flower in the wreath of stars set on his crown ;
His third eyc on the forehead flashes forth the fire that consumes the

cupidity of man;
To him evil is no evil ; poison is no poison; and as if to vindicate this, he

has adorned himself with curling serpents;
Adore thou him, knowing him as Viswanatha,
Universe.

the Supreme Lord of this

a

Thy sins, huge though they be, shall quail in his presence and take to their

heels like elephants before a lion ;

Thy enemies, though they be veritable Asuras, shall go into a thousand
shreds, like venomous vipers caught by a falcon; .
Grief and old age and all the attendants of death that frighten mortal man,

though they appear like a mighty and impenetrable forest, shall be
consumed in a trice by his grace; : T
Adore thou him, knowing him as Viswanatha, the Supreme Lord of this

Universe.
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Res;?lendent is his form and his light flls the world and reaches beyond ;
He is the seat of all gunas and yet he transcends all gunas and forms and
names ;
Or;)e v_vit(ii)out a second, of the nature of bliss unalloyed, unconquerable,
eyond the senses and yet beyond, stands he the soul of all souls;

Relinquishing all hope and all desire,

in others ; and freeing thyself from fault-finding

Keeping out of the path of sin, and bringing thy mind to peace;
Enter thou the lotus of thy own heart and there discern thy beloved ;

Though he is untouched b

world, y likes and dislikes and all the dualitics of this

He has a partiality to his devoteeg and is ever sweet

He is the abode of vairayya and peace ineffable ;

Just _look at his blackened throat to be re
poison to thee shall he willing
henceforth know him as thy onl

Adore thou him, knowing him
Universe,

and kind to them ;

assured that all that proves a
ly consumed by him and thou shalt
y friend ;

as Viswanatha, the Supreme Lord of this

&o

Smile a While

Doctor (having painted the throat of a patient)—
Patient—' Two Rupees! Why,
painted for one rupee.’

"Two Rupees, please.
last week [ had the whole of my kitchen

[} )
‘He says he does not smoke or drink or gamble.’
Why, he must be nearly perfect. -

*Yes, he would be, if he was not such a liar.

" What is the matter ?*

1] [ H .
wrote an article on fresh milk and the editor condensed it.’

Pupil—'But I don’t think | d
Examiner—* Neither do I,
give you.

R

€serve a mere nought.’

but that is the lowest mark 1 am able to

u * &

Reminiscences

BY RAO SAHIB C. RAMASWAMI AIYANGAR,

Secretary, Sri Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Madras

A Noteworthy Gift
|
“ Whatever you give, give with a foith in
thy purpose, give with a hcar.t'full of love
and gladness, give with humility and with
folded palins and let not the want of tl}e§e
qualitics ever accompany thy gifts.” (Tait-
tiriya Upanishad.)
WE are now entering on an im-
portant epoch in the history
of the Home. DBy 1916 the institu-
tion had lived over a decade of useful

“ The institution is a training
ground for habits of regularity and
self-reliance. . . . . .. The boys
themselves practically manage the
whole institution and as happened
at the time of my visit, including
the cooking of the food and serving
it. . . .... . The whole respon-
sibility being thrown on them,
habits of self-help are formed which
coupled with attention to regular

The Road leading to the Home as it is to-day

lifc and enabled a large number of
poor boys of capacity and diligence
to receive an all round education,
and settle in various walks of life.
The training given therein came to
be appreciated as a model for 112
culcating the dignity of labour an:
teaching the value of a well disct-
plined life. Mr. V. P. Madhava
Rao, C.LE. Retired Dewan of
Baroda who then visited the ITome
recorded his impressions thus i—

observance of religious practice
cannot but equip them for the
battle of life when they go out into
the world. It strikes me that the
students who get admitted to the
institution are more fortunately
situated than many brought up in
average Hindu households. Tge
managers of similar host}els will do
well to study the working of this
excellent institution and follow its
example. 1t would seem to enjoy
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debt of obligation. 1 d=sired that
his gift should be suitably. com-
memorated by a tablet but when I
broached it to him, he did not
approve of it. He would rather
remain an unknown donor. When
on cerfain occasions, I have unavoid-
ably had to make public reference
to his generosity, it was not without
a feeling of fear that I might be
offending his modesty ; and in the
present instance too I must crave
his kind indulgence.

II

For several months after the
above gift, very little of actual work
was turned out though there was
much dreaming and planning and
manceuvering.  The next year 1917,
egan with a visit from the, Hon'ble
Sir Alexandar Gordon Cardew,
Member of Council, Madras, He

stayed for over two hours on the *

premises making a critical examina.
tion of every aspect of work, scru-
tinising the accounts, questioning
the boys and not sparing me either.
He went so far as to see whether
certain items of expenditure were
properly vouched for and whether o
particular letter addressed to him
was entered in the despatch register,
He seemed at first to be somewhat
sceptic about the claims of the
workers as regards disinterested
service and seemed to doubt the
possibilities of a satisfactory
management of the institution by
Private individuals, Whep he
asked me several questions about
My Own position in Government
service and how I collected the
necessary funds and so on, I could
not guess his motive and wag for a
moment afraid if he might rajse
objecti_ons to my identifying myself
with the institution while being a

Government servant. Dut in the
end, I was greatly relieved when
he expressed himself entirely satis-
fied with the methods of work and
disposed to give such help to
the undertaking as he possibly
could.

He wrote: “I ‘have bzen much
interested to see this useful instifu-
tion, which undoubtedly supplies a
real want in providing a home and
decent surroundings for the students,
There are few greater needs in this
city and in mofussil towns too than
increased hostel accommodation
for boys and young men, and small
though it is, it is none the less
valuable and creditable to its organ-
isers.  The registers are admirably
kept and I have no doubt that their
neatness and exactness reflects the
spitit which permeates the whole
institution.”

In the course of the subsequent
conversation, I made mention to him
of the recent gift of land to the
Home and the urgent need for
erecting a permanent building there-
on. MHe threw out a fruitfy] sugges -
tion that we would be wel] advised
tn seeking the help of the Govern-
ment for a half grant towards the
Proposed building and said to me,
“ Why don't you coneult Mr. Stone
In the matter > You may mention
to him that I suggested it to you.”

- I'thought the idea worth following

up and so I called upon the Hon’ble
Mr. (later Sir) J. H. Stone, the
Director of Public Instruction, whom
I could claim as my old professor
in the Presidency College. e was
all kindness to me and readily
promised to help the cause. On
the 31st March, 1917, he visited the
institution and inspected the site of
the proposed building along with
my brother C. Ramanujachari and
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myself. The impression that th‘ls
visit made on his mind, I was sure,
would stand us in good stead when
the time came for approaching the
Government for aid.

responsibilities to scrutinise .thtz
plans and estimates 1n mmfu ¢
detail and give the cause the ’I}ll]
benefit of his vast experience. o e
plans were thrice revised. One

Swami Brahmananda.

Then we turned our attentlog
to the preparation of plans E‘nn
estimates and in this connectio
the services of Rai (now De\_va,n).
Bahadur A. V. Ramalinga Aiyar
were invaluable. Ile spared mo

‘Pains in the midst of his official

i cestion of his that
Z?Cic;rtzfl:;msiglg;een fo.refsitght 1‘3:‘2
o possibilities of the tuture
:E;t tr)ve should, before gregtdmt% tt{:
buildings, purchase an da d to the
site, so that we coul  an
ensive compound where, rem
extensiv ot
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in the West. Though small and
easily escaping notice, these prove
to be of great importance in social
life and have very far-reaching
effects on the mass mind. As one
of these might be mentioned the
%llleued syst%rln which is working in
an admirable 1 :

wn admi way in European

The proper appreciation of the
Queue system as it exists in the
West could only come from those
who have experienced the results of
its absence. The idea of the Queue
in itself is quite a simple “one;
even a smart school boy could
have made that suggestion. But
its application in daily life, making
millions of people conform to it is
a gemarkable achievement which
indicates the presence of some ver
valuable qualities amongst thosy
people. The idea has gained suclel
a strong hold on the mass mind in
the West that one would as well

for
Qu%ita ‘the breakfast as forget the

th'It Wfould perthaps be the easier
ing for me to point cut to th
readers of Our Home Magazi )
what is not a Queue and what _nte
absence means. One has onl 1ts
g? to the booking windows of gx’]oscé
(I)nd_the fallway stations in South
In ia or to the big temples like
doge of Triplicane or Mylapo
uring the crowded festivals L Pﬂie
;ush and the struggle aré quitz
bgliiregt. Every one is anxious to
be 1e rst to get in, and probabl
e tha;Stlgt) col\rr/}? l}?tthe most anxiou};
. ght reigns X
?}?ed tVE:nwezg an? the gmf azlgplgzntlg
. One feels
follrtgble indeed, beingv ege;sgglom-
all sides by the crowd. It is n%r;

rare to see young men proud of

their strength taking the most
active part in the rush, appare“ﬂy
e?JOYmg it.. No wonder that reports
311§asualt1es during the holy festi-
vals (idr:v . nhot as infrequent as oné
nou thels" It should be noted
that ignorant and illiterate
ma t‘i _are not entirely responsible
for is chaos. Instances coul
asily be quoted where well educat-
ed young men behave in a manner
not by any meansdifferent. It was
not many years ago when 1 had tfle
p)erlkge of being a student of the
Presidency College, Madras, 1 used
:2seobierve the crowd of students
; ssem }ed to pay their fees at the
1~O'ulnt-el. The resemblance to the
\:ﬂtsway third class booking office
h:(v eso str}ikmg. Probably conditions
have tc ?nged now ; either the
Stuck nts have grown wiser or the
orh Sc'>erc11tles of the College have
devise means to prevent such a
An entirely diffe i
;())L‘esents itself V};hen a crf;\tvd fgfr;usrze\
£ thtta;le. The crowds in the railway
9 ions of the western countries
uring the holiday season are fre-
%lll:nttly much bigger than those of
e ep?ple festivals in India. DBut
The?els no struggle and no rush.
Lhere are rows and rows of people
stand ng or sitting one behind
1 ier,quietly waiting with all their
ct(l)ggage. When the proper time
r'lrr]lc-czlsl, the whole row moves forward
’flp ’y like a battalion in miniature.
: 1\e same (ueue waits in the thea-
trisrh ul the crowded banks, at the
comess fpst’ etc. When any person
come arg Oﬁn-y of these places he
jocks ar und ; if there is a Queue he
falls inf o it, and if there is none, he
s < ne. It might be useful to give
0 ance of a crowd assembled to
perform a holy function., At the

THE QUEUE SYSTE

tomb of the unknown Warrior in
London on the Armistice day and
on many others, there are hundreds
of visitors carrying flowers and
wreaths in memory *f the beloved
ones whom they lost during the
Great War. Though it is situated
in one of the busiest streets of the
City, one scarcely notices the crowd
unless one is observant. Thereis 2
long Queue rapidly moving of. As
the people in the front leave theiv
offerings and pass o, more join in
the rear.

It is not possible tO find out when
exactly this Queue system came 1o
be observed in the West and how it
was introduced. ['ven now one
could see in tram stops notices re-
questing people to form Queues for
the cars. Apparently they have
passed that stage long ago anl
these notices stand only as vestiges
of the past. There are no such
notices in other places. The idea
of the Queue has heen so assimilat-
ed by the masses that it is impossi-
ble to see a disorderly crowd, a
crowd without a (Jucue.

It is not difficult to understand
the qualitics of the mass mind
which have been responsible for
the Queue system and which have
been ina way fostered by 1t. A
(Queue signiﬁes in the first instance
order and cfficiency. [t means
justice, being an embodiment of the
maxim, * first come fipst served”

»
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and a strong denial of the opposite
« mightis right » It means patience
{5 wait for one’s turn and confidence
that it will surely come.
qualities are deeply rooted in the
subconscious mind ; for when any-
body falls antomatically

These

into a
Queue, he dozs not argue before-
haud about the justification of the
necessity for L3 he simply cannot
do otherwise. NO question of dig-
pity ever comes in: in the vefec-
tories of Universities like that of
Manchester, 1t is common to SE€
profcssors and students moving ina
(Queue to pay their bills at the
counter.

How to introduce this  Queue
system 1nto India is an important
practical question to be solved. It
is possible, by means of proper
organisation and arrangement, to
force a crowd of people to move n
a Queue. Dut this has the disadvan-
tage of not being permanent in
cffect. The ideal method is certainly
through the education of the young
and old. Children might be taught
in school how to form a Queue.
But the example of their pasents
will surely be mol€ effective than
the precept in the school. Hence,
the importance of adult education
in the methods and the advantages
of the Queue system cannot be
overstated. For, if the mass mind
is impressed with this idea and is
able to assimilate b, # iseurely a
move forward iy \ﬁ'ili* '




The Use of L.an'tern Slides in Adult
- Education

BY A. A.

THERE are nOw many young peo-
ple in India who are anxious to
render social service. This desire
has come to them partly through
an acquaintance with the work of
the different Social Service leagues
and partly through their own obser-
vation of the sad conditions in
which many of their fellow-country-
men live. The best results are
achieved by those who are moved
by a sincere sympithy for their
less fortunate brethren, for it is only
this which will keep alive the desire
to work, through the many dis-
couragements which must necessari-
ly fall to the lot of the social
worker in the course of his duties.

Although the wish to serve is the
first thing necessary, he must also
learn something about the methods
of wotrk, andI the order of their
importance. It will generally b
ad_mitted that adalt egucationy isz
prime necessity, particularly in our
vxllage;s, and further that thisbranch
of social service is specially in need
of the spontaneous and lovin g
services of voluntary workers., It is
rightly said, “The initiative for
any successful movement towards
adult education must come in India
as elsewhere from voluntary agen-
cies and unless they take a leaging
part in its control, such a movement
is not likely to prosper.” The
following mnotes are intendeq for

those who wish to take up such

work and are the result of
' . some
experience gained by the inmates

of the Sri Ramakrishng Students’

Home, Madras in an attempt at
adult education through lantern
lectures.

Every other Saturday night from
8 to 9-30 p.m., one of the senior
students of the Home gives a dis-
course, illustrated by lantern slides,
on somc interesting and uscful topic.
These discourses are arranged for
the benefit of the illiterate people
who live in the neighbourhood of
the Home, mainly the washerman
and the potter communities. The
hour and the subject of the dis-
course are intimated to them the
previous evening by a few students,

« who go to see them in their homes

and talk briefly about the subject
of the discourse, and invite them to
attend it. The next day, when they
turn up, they are received in 2
homely way, so as to create 2
pheerful atmosphere. The discourseé
itself is given in colloquial Tamil,
which is easily understood by them,
andasalready remarked, illustrate

by lantern slides, in the absence O

whichsuitable pictures are projecte

on the screen with the help of 2
Radioptican. At the end of the
discourse, those who attend are

generally treated to some lig
refreshments, )

The subjects handled, and the
approximate number of peopl®
including women, who attended
during the last year are givel
below. The names of the lecturers
are-mentioned only when they ar¢
from outside,
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SUBJECT
. No.
1st Term. — attended
1. How students live in the Home. 40
2. Life of Sri Ramakrishna e S0
3. Hookworm ... - ... 10
4. Cholera e e . 30
5. The Ramayana, Part I . 60
6. The water we use ; hygienic way
of living ...~ .es e 70
7. Malaria ves e e 70
8. The Ramayana, Part II .o 20)
2nd Term.—
9. The Ramayana, Part III ... 200
10. Qur religion in other lands ... 200
By Rao Bahadur T. S. Subra-
mania Iyer, M.A.
11, The Ramayana, Part IV .o 200
12, National health . 250
Moving pictures by Dr. Laksh-
mipathy 00
13, The Ramayana, Part V ?50
1+. Life in other lands ...
By N, Subraminia Iyer, M.A. 200

15. The Ramayana, Part vIi*

Such discourses, obviously, do not
help in making people literate ie.,
able to read and write, which proba-
bly is the main aim in Elementary
Adult Education—and they are not,
in this case, intended for that pur-
pose: there is no special section
attached to the Home which may
be called an Adult School, and it
is doubtful whether the term Adult
Education itself can propetly be
applied to these activnt_les : b}lt they
do help in imparting ideas in mat-
ters of practical value,.—-such as
health and hygiene, child-welfare

U UG

* Serial slides of a satisfactory nature on the
Hindu epics are not available for sale at present.
This however was not an insuperable difﬁculty.
The members of our staff set about the task in
earnest and had the necessary slides prepared in

the Home itself. Aboubta hundred slides have -

been prepared to illustrate the Ramayana, ponid~
ing matter for nearly six discourses. Similar
slides have also been prepared to illustrate the
“ Tiruvilaiyadal Puranam,”’

and the ideal of bhakti,—as illustra-
ted by "th2 lives of ancient heroes
and sages ; and these may indirect-
ly stimulate them to learn to read
and write.

I have however placed these facts
before the reader, because they ap-
psar to give somz useful hints in
solving the problem of securing and
maintaining a good attendance in
an ordinary Adult School. The
use of magic lantern slides provides
an attraction in the early stages.
The attendancz record shows that
what most appeals to them is, the
representation through slides of the
stories from the Epics, which they
roughly know beforchand, though
not in detail ; and they take gie;hght
in seeing in pictures the activities of
thoss herozs whom they have learnt
to love ; and the interesting verbal
descriptions which accompany are
batter liked and listened to, if they
are given in the colloquial verna-

cular.

Story telling, however, is not the
main end of such discourses. The
slides illustrative of the great Hindu
Epics, our exparience shows, attract
the audience to the place of in.
otruction. Once the habit of will-
ing attendance has been created in
them, we may give them instruction
in other subjects, which are parhaps
more directly useful to them. The
attendance record gives us valuable
guidance in this direction. In the
frst term, when we had not given
them a taste of the Ramayana slides,
the attendance was by no means
encouraging. The boys who went to
invite them were given a curt reply
by many. “Itis only to show those
worms, we Suppose,” said they.
But after we had begun the series
of Ramayana slides, even topics on
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health, like Malaria, attracted a
better llauc_hence; the attendance
generally increased; we-were glad
that the use of the Ramayana slgides
had well served its purpose.

- While discourses were usually
given by our students, an occasional
outsider was most welcome to the
audience ; moving pictures were of
course very popular. Again re-

ceiving the psople kindly and treat-
ing them to some light refreshments
has a good effect and those who
serve and those who are served feel
cheerful and are drawn closer to-
gether day by day.

iuchl has ‘been our experience,
an t;ve fgwe it here, for what it is
wortn, for the benefit of simi
workers. similar

Sandhya-Vandanam

BY KAUNDINYA

1

s X(}ZIEPT a man be born anew,

e cannot see the Kingdom
of God™. This second birth of
man 1s in 2 moral world and marks

his transition from the animal to*

the human plane of i
Thenceforth he is a CDOSZC;OU Silrzaesiss.
a double personality and lives in
conflict between what is and what
ought fo be. Man is truly man
on.ly in so far as he succeeds ir;
this fight by turning his own pas-
sions and desires, the habits and
instincts of his animal life from
tyranny into obadience. Nearly all
our 1nstitutions are the outcome of
the endeavour to make this fight
easy and methodical in so far as it
may be, and Sandhya-Vandanam
is one of such institutions.

Every Aryan boy is or
be initiated into ilhis higol?egrhtlizo
before theage of 8, 120r 16 acc:orde
ing to his Varna or heredity . (i
evolution; in any case beforea?le

Passes to manhood.  And then he js -

enjoined to do Sandj, i
. ' @ wors!

EYer{ day'of his lifeywithzlustn'll)

reak. It is as necessary f{or the

- growing soul, as food is for the body

a_nd its neglect will lead to spiritual
stagnation as surely as continued

starvation would res i i
o ult in physical

The chief part of Sandhya-
Vandanam is the practice of medi-
tation, ‘The powers of the mind are
ordinarily like rays of light dissi;)a~
ted. We must start from childhood
to gather them and hold them to-
gether. Itisa difficult and life-lop
tas]; and success can only b%
achieved by stern determination and
steady practice, Vairagya and
Abh_yas:a. “When the power of con-
ﬁentrat_lon 1s obtained, great will be

e gain, {or as the darkest places
reveal their secrets before the
anetl ating rays of the sun, so will
tn¢ - concentrated mind penetrate
Into its own secrets. Thus will we
come to the basis of belief. j.e
genuine religion. C

Sandhya-Vandanam ¢ o
f‘;om two  words, Sandhyamaig
‘andanam. Vandanam or wor-
Shp 1s the offering of one’s own
sself at the feet of the Lord.
andhya is the time of twilight
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SANDHY A-VANDAN AM

“When night passes into day and

day into night. The morning hour
When man awakes from sleep to
the world of sense and activity,
and the evening hour when he
fetires from activity and naturally

_ Withdraws into himself ; the midday

and sometimes the midnight also
are considered as Sandhya or turn-
ing points. The practice of this
worship varies in minor details

according to different sects and

schools, but in essence it is the same,
the meditation on Gayatri, the
heart of Sandhya being common
for all. It is for this that the
preliminary ceremonies prepare the
way by purifying the body and the
mind.  As we enquire into the
meaning of the maniras that are
repeated, their purpose will become
clear. We shall follow here mainly
the Yajur Vedic maniras.

11

 Every religious act begins and
ends with Achamanam and
Pranayamam. Fire air and water
are recognised as symbols of the
divine, by their all-pervasiveness and
their power to purify all they touch.
Repeating the holy name of the
Lord and making obeisance to Him
with the words: Achyutaya
namaha-—salutations to Him who is
unchanging; Ananthaya namaha
—salutations to Him who is infinite
and eternal; Govindaya namaha
——salutations to Him who came on
earth as a lowly cowherd to teach
mankind ; take a little water, think-
ing you are thereby purified. Then
the various organs of sense, the
eyes, the ears and the nose, ‘the
head and the heart are touched
with the repetition of the Lord’s
name as though each sense was
gently asked to withdraw itself

from the outside and seek the

Lord. .

Then the Lord is pictured in
the imagination with the words
Sullambaradharam efc. ©in white
and radiant apparel and smiling
face, dispelling all doubts and
difficulties.” The forehead is geritly
struck with the knuckles, the head
being conceived of as an Amrita
Kalasam from which flows the
nectar of immortality. The brain
and the spinal column contain this
Amritam and the gentle knock
awakens the nerve centres. The
adept feels during the act a tremor
going through the head and the
spine.

This is followed by Pra-
nayamam. Prana means the vital
forces in one's own body and
ayama means controlling them.
Air is the external agent through
whose aid this control is brought
about. The first step is to breathe
in a measured way. The nerve
centre of the respiratory organs
has a sort of controlling eflect on
the other nerves and rhythmical
breathing therefore harmonises the
system. When you practise this,
the maniram is repeated, Om Bhuli
etc. “All this is God. This earth, the
sky, the starry regions and all the
universe to the highest seventh
heaven are pervaded by Him. Let
us meditate on His effulgent form,
who being the source of our intel-
ligence, guides and controls it. Let
us realise this. Water, air, earthand
light that surround us and all that
we perceive and all that is beyond
are permeated by Him throughand
through.” _ -

Then comes Sankalpam or self
determination with the repetition
of Mamopatha . &c, Tell youn

87—3
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mind, “I am now begirning this
worship and nothing will be allow-
ed to come between me and my
Lord during these moments. Purg-
ing of{ my sius through Sandhyabl
am going to make myself a wortl,ly
servant of the Lord.”

With Marjanam or mantra-
sianam intended for external
purification, begins the formal
Sandhya. The mantram addressed
g? the god of water, Apohishia
“c. is freely rendered thus:—

Thou art the source of our food
and the joy of our life is established
in thee. As a mother to her child
give us thy best, that our senses
;r;zi}zfﬁecor{‘lglostrgn% and our life

. rough t I
gur ﬁsecm},d birth gec%n?ge trrnuag
eneficent.” So saying, sprinkle

water over the b
yourself, ody and alf round

. Then we h: ’
1nterna1‘ puriﬁgz:teioxflﬁyzftimg’;r o
iceg:'f ‘.Re'pentant I seek forgiszzcé:
anger ?)11' dsélnussiocl? mén - %]hrough
: , during ¢
(t)\;velé:e(liloutr; b})lf tlclloughtg ore“}jodrsc;E
, ands or fe
the other organs. V\/’hateveert n;) ;
sins, 1e§ them be swallowed .
night is swallowed up b u%’ 7
Thus purified I shall offer ym sd}l’f
;}sh_a sacrifice to thee, O Syr 5.;?”
is for tl_le morning ; the evy i
mantram is similar in substaneclc;mg

For the noon i
quh punaniu ’ettél.e "‘nIaZttram'ls
gunfy the earth and letJ th Watfz.r
tﬁs Ifeeu'th make me pure.e I1)\1/}:1l
th .,A?;d of the Universe purif}f

e%llmg and may the things d
l%url. ed make me pure. Eatingo ﬂslo
i niwmgs of others or partaking ?
bogure food and thys defiling gth(')

dy, the temple of God; or azcepis
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ing gifts from unclean hands through
gr(taed ; and whatever other unworthy
act [ have done, may this sanctified
ga‘ter purify me of the sin.” Asa
\ k?elll}), Iéath washes off the impurity of
the body, so does this wash off the
impurity that necessarily gathers

round the mind in its daily activity.

Punar marjanam wit -
krgvmno Ai_eizrisham t(?tcl.)a(’?l{ge
%)adlo'f fire is here addressed as
f ukra;val. “ May the victorious
all penetrating fire god make us
lsix‘\lzteagt”of’r}'lo_ngge, active and long

. s is
Apolishta agail;. followed by

hArghyapmdmmm. This is the
g xefd item of the first part of the
thin hyopasanu. ‘Taking water in
lookigl(gii;iatptilms of the hands,
‘ ne sun, scatter it re-
ggign%hthe Gayatri. This is to be
one rice. Imagine that your
s re scattered away like the
v ryouthrowaway. Kaushitaki
riﬁ:gtshad says: “Adore the
fisi c,thsgn, having brought water
R r;Cret stgl)rmkled it saying,
away o i ,11e scatterer, scatter
. The proper time for i
i\t;slt1 'téedfore sunset and éﬁﬁﬁﬁg 731113
timen ay; if not done at the right
give’ an Iaddltlonal Arghyam  is
D. When that is finished. te]l
y§%¥561‘f Asavadityo Brahma &
o }llz 2?11; liSS %fahman. He who is
is in my imnosteSS;urﬁ? Purusha as

In connection with t
h

occur i
me:;z 31 VtEd-lC text which literally
means at the Rakshasas set up
2 ligh ha%ramst the Sun all night
pac the D the Sun, the devotees
evenigg t?] Sun early morning and
o e TOW up water enchant-
v Gayatri and this becomes

¢ Arghyam,
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Vajram, the divine mace and
attacking the Rakshasas repels
them far away and that by this act
the devotees attain great merit. In
reality, the fight referred to is the
conflict between the forces of good
and evil in the moral world, sym-
bolised by light and darkness of
the Sun and the Rakshasas. Let
us join hands with the good forces
and aid in the congquest of good over
evil. Thisis the true significance.

Then Tharpanam follows. The
word means satisfaction and it
is an act of offering one’s self in
love and service for the satisfac-
tion of another. Every gift or

offering is, according to our custom,
followed by a pouring of water
indicative of washing off all attach-
ment with ‘the words ¢ what I have
offered is not mine, na@ mama,—
saniim prayaccha me—give me
peace, etc.’ This is the underlying
spirit of all danam and all tiar-
panam. Here the tharpanam 18
first offered to the Navagrahas,
that immediately control the
destinies of man with the words
Adityam tharpayami, etc., and
then to the overlord of all, with
Kesavam tharpayami and so forth.
Here ends the first or ceremonial

part of S andhya-Vandanam.

(To be continued)

On Catchin

g a Train

BY P.S. VISWANATHAN, MA, LCS,

WERE it not that an ingrained
Brahmanic tradition pro-
hibits me from beginning with
anything inauspicious, I would have
begun my article with the heading
¢On Missing a Train” But since
a1l is well that begins well, I can
now proceed with a safe conscience
to deal with my theme.

In the first place the term ‘catch-
ing a train’ is not strictly accurate.
Vou either get intoit when it has
no intention of running away, or
you never get into it at all; which-
ever way it is, there is SO little in it
of a pursuit, that the term ¢ catch-
ing’ is rarely appropriate. [ can
concede its accuracy only in cases
when it is a really fair race, when
ceveral fat gentlemen in bursting
waistcoats and awkward umbre]la,s
start gaily off, after the starter’s
Cone, two, three, go,” and overtake

the train. But that is never likely.
The Railway Company has not got
the spirit of sport in it, to encou-
rage such manly pursuits. Or proba-
bly they are selfish enough to care
for steadiness in their income and
don’t give their engines a decent
chance. If the engine drivers had
their say inthe matter, things would
be differert, but a nasty com-
mercial lot of T. S’ and A. T. S.'s
are not likely tolose a fine bank-
balance for the thrill of spert.

There are some trains that are
meant to be caught up and passed.
You will understand me if you
have ever travelled on the Katpadi-
Villupuram line, or upon the Hubli-
Masulipatam line in the good old
days of a decadeago. Those trains
were meant for bsing caught; but
unfortunately the public, if they
were in any haste, pref erred walking
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to catching the trains; and so the
trains were not ‘caught’ at all by
anybody. The centipede on the
line, on hearing the noise of the
trains, (and they were heard easily
from quite a good distance), would
turn herself over drowsily and
mutter. ¢ Time enough for another
Siesta.” Fine days those !

In these days trains have got into
the ugly habit of travelling fast!
And they start correct to time!
People of the older generation are
shaking their heads in deprecation
of such a revolution. And what is
worse, the trains have become so
silent that people who in the good
old days used to hear the train two
stations off and would then put
the Tddaly pans on the steam to
prepare Iddaly for their journey,
have now, alas, nothing to warnor
waken them. AndRailway journey
has become so easy that half the

romance and zest has gone out of
it! ' '

But, thank God, this is not the
case everywhere. On that parti-
cular bit of Railway which serves
my native village, the good old
regime _still continues undisturbed,
for which we all raise hymns of
thanks even now,

But, except for a fine bit of
declamation, the digression I have
made is irrelevant. When I speak
of ‘ missing a train’ I refer to these
upstart contraptions called Mails
and Expresses— Oh! Shades of
Shuttles and Passengers’—that
start from say, a city like Madras.
And further I refer only to people
of the older school who somehow
find themselves'in Madras, and try
to go back to their native homes,
L.don't refer to the spruce gentle-
mén who buy their tickets and
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veserve their berths a day before,
who lock up their suit cases a week
previously, and who get dressed up
an hour before the time for
departure, then jaunt nonchalantly
at bome for half-an-hour, bord a
bus to the minute, react the station
a minute later and methodically
miss their trains. Nor do I refer
to the travelling agent who pops in
and out of the station every minute
and defiantly boards his train just as
it is moving out. | refer, as 1 said
already, to those simple souls who
have come to Madras to attend a
marriage in the house of a rich
cousin and are going back to their
villages. Behold them then on the
day of their departure! See the
house rocking beneath their hasty
comings to and fro, their feverish
hunt after sticks and cords and
sandals mislaid, their loud-voiced
injunctions to weeping and obstinate
children, their shrill reminders to
husbands or wives to come back in
time, etc., etc. ‘“ When does the
train start—38, 97 or what is it ?”
Countless suggestions, without any
reference to the guide. One bright
youngster, looks it up and announces

the time of the next special train
to Ooty !

And then, the packing! Pieces of
cloth, remnants of old sarees in all
stages of decayed splendour lie
square on the ground. The con-
tents area miscellaneous assortment
—fhive packets of asafcetida, eight
viss of sugar, four chombus, six
lotas and Uddharinis, an occasional
Madisanchi, three snake-gourds, a
packet of lady’s finger seeds, a
bunch of bananas overripe, a few
rattles and earthenware tops, some
toy balloons, some cocoanuts, a
packet of loose turmeric tubers, lots
and lots of decayed bete] leaves, etc.,
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etc. ad infintium. Af‘ger an inordi-
nate amount of straining, you c-_m.
cee the net result in about six ot
seven, more or less ro.und._bundleis
avernging 2 to 3 feet in diameter.
At the last moment, onc sage
female remarks, ¢ Where 1}&}7:3 you
put the bottle of castor oil?” “In
this, no, there "—the answers ﬂx
thick.——¢ 1t must have been left out
declares the sage female. “] tied
it in myself '’ insists a'noth(‘:.r. « it
cost ten annas’ begins tie S15C
female, who happens to be amotner-
in-law, “ but hussies qf these day;
are absolutely callous in these mat-
ters. Respzct for a Mother-in-law,
at least ’—here the son cuts her
rudely short, © What 1s the row
about ? ? he cries.—Answer, a pande-
monium of complaints and sobs:
« Open the bundles " says t}ns Cutl.(‘)..l ‘
of the Gordian knot. Forthwith
they are opzned—the castor 0\%
bottle tumbles out from the top o
the first one, and breaks to pieces
on the ground to ensurs mMOLE
recriminations and tears.

s
" hen suddenly & gmnd-unc}e ,get,
some qualms about ¢ Vara Sulam
and « Rahukalam’ and ‘1\111-311{;{-
yogam’. The almanac has to ble
bl‘gught forthwith and the venerabie
entleman appeased. Meanwhile
oentleman & : 3 le
?he Jadics have dlsappgarcd' to1 1teo
ceive farewell Tambulam, anch
‘ M . 3 .~ ,le
Cionoe parting greetings.
exchange DMHIS & =5 0 L than
urting greetings are c.)']b\,,t o
'11;157 grcetings have a ©ig Lt ‘(;1 ere.
‘  haste’ ‘he men.
¢ Make haste " cry tl e
we are’ cry the women. at v
(4 9 ]
haven't taken Jeave of Kamu.® nd
s<; they rus off to Kamu ol
nother  half hour of greetlt e
;l “ . . . - i Z\ N
When the individual grectings

over,—there begins the mass meet-.
ing or assemblage to send them off ;
and the talk goes on at random for
 few minutes, until the enraged
men drag them off and put an end
to their colloquies.

Then comes the ordeal of getting
into the tram or the bus. The con-
ductor, from ths distance, says to
the driver, “ Here’sisa fine country-
party 7. A set of small urchins have
gathered round and pass unau-
thorised comments. Aftcr a good
deal of altercation with the con-
ductor as to a reduction in fare,
and a counter demand from him

sy ) 5
for luguage fare for the bundles,

they all huddle in and start for the
station. ,

‘Porter, Sami! Porter, Ammu '!’
cry the Dorters and amid their
crush to take hold of the luggage,
they reach the booking office. The
valiant males start forth for tickets,
poke their elbows into the eyes of
4 few buyers and start 2a quarrel
which it takes half an hour toap-
pease. Then they get their tickets,
enter in with a -rush, invade an
overstocked compartment and there
find that their train has gone an
hour ago, and that this is a work-
men’s trainas far as Perambur. The
compartment disgorges them again
and they wander ‘gortuously ab.opt
the platform, waiting for a train
that will come four hours a.fter', ex-
changing mutu al rec,'rmnpanons,
ashamed to returnte their kinsmen,
and driven from place to place by
porters and petty officials.

Let us leave them there. . .. .-
Moral—XNever take women on a
Railway Journey.

e
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Sri Ramanuja*

IKE al great teachers, Sri Rama-
L nuja is a reflection and criti-
cism of the times in which he lived.
Owing to the influences that had
been set at work by the reactionary
agencies of Buddhism and Jainism,
against which Sankaracharya had
boldly fought but which bad not
altogether died out then, and owing
fo the continued onslaughts of
Muhammadan invaders, the old
Vedic religion was bzcoming a mass
of vain disputations, divorced from
a yearning for and striving after
reality, In trying to keep its
ground against alien aftacks, it had
become al} head and no heart, Iy
was at such a time that Syj Rama-
nuja appeared on the scene, with a
heart flowing in unison with the
whole of humanity, to preach the
gospel of love, the gospel of social
raising up, to throw opan the doors
of religion to all, to the Brabmin
and to the Panchama alike, pointing
out that the nearest way to God
lay through the heart. He came
to interpret anew to the masses the
old religion in termsof the orthodox
traditions of Vaishnavism a5
experienced by the Alwars and
explained by the Acharyas before
him,

About twenty-four miles to the
west of Madras on the way to
Kanchi lies the sacreq village of Srj-
perumbadur, where Ramanuja was
born in 1017 A p, In the month
of Chitrai comes ¢l annual festiva]
of his nativity when thousands of
pilgrims flock there to participate
in the celebration of the memorable
day. Such occasions not only re-
mind us of the ideas and ideals for

* Notes of a lecture by Professor P,

: , : N Srin{vasachariar,
birthday celebration of Sri Ramanuja on 13-4-1999,

which our ancestors lived but also
help to raise ou minds high above
daily trifles.

Ramanuja had his early educa-
tionurder his father, When he was
barely fifteen, his father died and
he was taken to Kanchi, a great
centre of religious lea rnin g and
piety, where he was placed under
the tutelage of an Advairy Acharya,
Yadhava Prakasa by name. In the
course of years the disciple’s mighty
tntellect threatened to eclipse the
greatness of his master. A worthy
Guru should have been proud of
such a Sishya byt Yadhava Prakasa
succumbed to the weakness of
Jealousy. He began secretly to plot
against the life of Ramanuja, deci-
ding to get him out of his path

Y any means. He arranged for a
journey to Benares and thought of
getting him drowned in the Ganges.
But Ramamja had come into the
world with 3 purpose and could
not be so easily removed. He was
destined to live for a hundred apg
twenty years to se¢ his mission
accomplished, He wyg warned in
time of the plot by his cousin
brother, a co-disciple, who hyq
accompanied the Party. When
they had reached the Vindhya hills,
Ramanuja stayed behind angd 1y -
ed back his Steps. When he wag
lost in the woods and was sore tired,
a hunter apd g wife appeared
before him ang led him out of {he
forest. Lo What was his surprise
to sec the templog of Kanehi before
him the Next morning. The guides
had just they mysteriously disap-
peared. It was Sy Varadaraja
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that Ramanuja was the ﬁtteit f)oeriﬁg
i _ : <
inherit and to pass . :

| heir devote Anc fo i eneradti the treasures
taken pity on thelll) dcﬁ.otn that coming getlliltaé;oizzd o e
I, u I\'\"xs a changed of religion t‘h Lhe B e eciples
moment, Ramam\gﬁe ‘L‘m_d 1 his ihe‘m:forel’-big one of s diccipls
man and kﬂ,@I\‘ and his life he held  to Kanc 1(17 o e e
fricnd and guide, and and to Iis Srirangam. ot unfortunately
as a sacrifice to [lim an S e ol
devotees.

) . - had
himsclf with his consort that ha

Sri Ramanuja ab Sriperumbadur

whos 'y had J ust passed
&,ﬂlnuni‘iChal a - . ] > :
The great Yamunach;u‘y:\, ¢ / | S -

- o that of ime of his death,
iation was equal to losed at the time :
fg;glclﬁggdha himself, was then iﬁdc this indicated fo Ramanuja

: He had been T s which the Guru
living atds{“at‘;lgem?éreer of Rama- }txhldee' i(;lr]ndngémcio communicate to
interested in im, and had had in . et to the world

S related to him, a him viz., to interpret
nuja, as One 1€ liar pride and him Nishads, the Vedanta Sutras
heard with B oits that reached the Upanishads, d Gita in a new

e the reports tha sts and the Bhagava ) f
pleasure 's intellectual powers  and the b ising the paths o
him of the boy 6llt‘xlet: ”of his heart. I*Sh" 1,] Mén (?}];:clm% ; to popularise
and of t}m quailno him, he Cectded HNarma an
Even before secing him,
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the Prabandhas that contained the
ecstatic outpourings of the Alwars
in the language of the people and to
raise them to the pre-eminence they
dgasqrved ; and finally to train worthy
disciples for the continuance of this
work.

- Ramanuja had found his mission
in life and immediately set about
preparing himself for the task. He
was 25 years old then. Like a bee
gathering honey from many flowers
he sought several gurus and gatherj
ed the best from each. As an
instance of the earnestness of his
quest and as proof of his overflow-
ing love and sympathy for fellow-
beings, mention should be made of
nis walking on foot no less than
eighteen times to Tirukkottiyur to
recewve 1nitiation into the mala-
mantram, from a worthy teacher
of the place. No sooner had he
received the mantram in secret
after such great hardships' and
trials, than he ranup to the top of
the Temple tower and calling to-
gether the people, proclaimed it to
them in a loud voice.

The Guru was astounded at this
act of Ramanuja and took him to
‘t‘ask. Ramanuja humbly asked

What is the punishment that will
be meted out for ms for this trans-
gression ?” “ You will be sent to
hell for this.” *“ As I have spoken to
help these people to go to heaven
I do not care if I should go to hell »
coolly replied Ramanuja. It is
this breadth of heart and magnani-
mity that made him immortal
His teacher was conquered too and
he embraced the disciple saying,

“Thou )
nar) art my Lord, Emperuma-

1.Then he went to Kanchi and
ived there for some years a
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married life, which was not quite
happy. His wife could not see eye
to eye with him and she erved
wqefully on severai occasions. One
thing that vexed Ramanuja greatly
was the treatment she accorded to
Tirukkachi Nambi. Though not of
the Brahmin Caste, the Nambi
was a disciple of Yamunacharya
and was a very advanced soul and
Ramanuja had determined to sit at
his feet, He invited the Nambi
one day to his house with the idea
of worshipping him and feeding him
and to take the leavings as holy
prasadam. He was foiled in his
attempt by the indiscretion of his
wife ; for the Nambi happening to
call at the house in the absence
of Ramanuja, she treated him
as an unclean person and with
scant respect as one belonging to a
lower caste. Ramanuja could not
stand this. He bade adieu to
far.mly life, went to the presence of
Sri Varadaraja and took Kasha-
yam. He was then 32 years old
and was thenceforth an ‘Yatiraja’
or a prince of Sannyasins, with the
wealth of Granam and the power
of Vairagyam. e set out as
an itinerant monk and went from
place to place. Many a wise and
holy man sought him out as Guru
and chief among them were Kuresa
and Mudalyandan. In course of
time, Yadhava Prakasa too became
one of his disciples. ‘

' When he went to Srirangam this
time, hfi was received by the temple
authorities and the people with the
honours' due to the Lord Ranga-
natha himself. At their request, he
took charge of the temple and
arranged for its management so
well that the system he iﬁitiated
c};mtmues cfective 1o {his day
le did the same for the temples
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at Kanchi and Tivapati.  He lived
in Srirangam for 40 years con-
tinuously except for the periods
he went out on pilgrimage to vari-
ous holy places in the country.
When in Kashmir, hz visited the
famous library of the place and
studied the Bodhayana Vrithi on
which he based his commentaries
of the Vedanta Sutras.

The Chola King of that time
Kulothunga who ruled over th'e
South was a bigoted Saivite and
when Ramanuja’s spreading fame
reached his ears, he bsgan to
persceute him. Ramwnaja then
escaped in disguise and alter long
wanderings, found refuge with the
King of Mysore who became a
follower of his, under the name of
Vishnu Vardhana. Through his
help a big Vishnu temple was raiszd
at Melkots, sixteen miles from

Mysore and Ramanuja lived there

for thirty years.

During this period he reclaimed
the outcastes into his fold and
converted even men of alien faiths
like the Buddaists and the Jains.
I1is heart went out to all. He
allowed the Panchamas at Melkote,
one day every year to bathe in the
Temple tank, to wear the marks of
a Vaishnava, to go into the shrine
as far as the great altar and lay
their offerings Dbefore the Lord.
They were then to be fed like guests
by the servants in the temple. A
similar treatment, he commanded,
should be offered to them at Belur
and Srirangapatam.

IIe returned to Srirangam at the
age of 102 alter the death of
Kulothunga and lived for 18 years
more. In his last days, he sum-
moned all his chief disciples from
far and near and made 7+ of them

the rulers of the Vaishnavite reli-
gion (S'mthas;um-Adhipathies) after
him. He asked for last kind words
from all; with folded palms he
sai’, “My friends! At this last
moment, I am fully aware of all
my weaknesses and failings; I
know on several occasions [ have
caused you pain wittingly or un-
wittingly. 1 ask you for forgive-
ness, without which I cannot leave
this world in peace.”

Though he had super-human
powers, he never claimed any
superiority to himself, and though
he worked wonders and performed
miracles, he set little value by
them. He exemplified in his life
that man might make miracles,
but miracles never make a man.
He appealed straight to the heart
and taught that through the heart
lay the ncarest way to God.

Sankara and Ramanuja are like
two beaconlights in the mystic land
of religion, burning undimmed
through the centuries, That they
were both born on the same day is
significant. They did not preach
two divergent faiths but taught the
same truth in different garbs, suitable
to the needs of the times.

Sankara says, ¢ Brahman is Sat-
chit-Anandam.” Ramanuja  says,
‘Brahman has the qualities of
Satyam, Gnanam and Anandam.
Both point to the same truth that
Bralman is the life of our life.
Just as you feel your blood coursing
through your veins, feel Him in
every act of your mind and body,go -
to IIim in cverything and offer to
Him your love every moment. So
will your life become fruitful. Know
that the pleasures that you taste
now and then in this world come
from Lhim who is the Ocean of

§7-~4
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Joy. Keep that in mind and
rejoice. This highest faith in
religion belongs to the Chandala
and the Saint alike. In our own
times we have been unmistakably
reminded of this grand truth by
Sri  Ramakrishna, All  religions
though seemingly different are like
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the radii of a circle pointing to the
same centre, like roads straight or
crooked leading to the same place
Let us remember this and never
more quarrel. May He grant us the
strength to seek the truth in love,
reverence and humility.

Literature and Life

BY S.

ONE thought about this great
subject has always been
haunting me and it is this:—that in
spite of our glorious traditions of
Literature, both in the matter of
production of masterpicces and in
critical appreciation of the same,
we have never made Literature the
subject of life-study ; that its study
has been looked upon as a prelimi-
nary training necessary for the
mastery of more important subjects;
but that by itself it has not been
exalted to the dignity of being a
subject worthy to have a whole
life time dedicated to it, and that in
the long history of our race we have
not produced scholars of the type
of Prof. Saintsbury or Prof. Elton,
men who have made Literature
their life-study.

Some explanation of this fact
may be attempted. As an ancient
race, we have taken a rather serious
view of life; and Science and
Philosophy alone were looked upon

" as worthy of being learnt by adults,
A boy began his education with
Literature. He went through the
disciplinary course of mastering the
lexicon (the Amarakosa) and the
indispensable though highl.y compli-
cated subject of inflexions and
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conjugations. He was expected to
start with some Kavya or easy
poetry which would lead him on, in
course of time, to Champu ora
mixture of poetry and difficult prose
and then proceed to Nataka or
drama. A study of Alamkara or
Rhetoric will bring the course to an

. end and the whole course would have

extended over a period of ten years
at the most. When a student was
about 16 or 18, he was considered
fit enough to start the study of some
Sastra, whether it be Tharka
(Logic) or Vyakarana (Grammar),
and the crowning portion of the
study would be oneof the six darsa-
nas, most commonly the Vedanta.

We have fine traditions of life-
long devotion by scholars and
pandits to their chosensubjects. My
own guru, Brahmasri Narayana
Sastriar was a Grammarian, and
he was a master of that diflicult
science. He would repeat portions
of Ashtadhyayee (Panini’s aphor
isms) every day and he has told
me himself how on rare occasions
when he was not doing quite well, he
would fail to perform his Sandhya
or do it in a ‘made-casy ' fashion ;
but there was no slurring over his
Ashtadhyayee. So long as he was
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in full possession of his senses, he
would repeat portions of it every
day.

Another explanation, and this I
advance with some hesitancy, is
that the volume of Literature to be
mastered is not enough to justify a
whole life-time being dedicated to
it. For, if we exclude our religious
and philosophical works, treatises
on Law, and works on Logic,
Grammar and other Sastras, and
confine our attention to pure Liter-
ature (Kavyas and Natakas), the
quantity of matter to bestudied that
is available pzrhaps is not much.
This means no reflection at all upon
us. If we apply a similar test to
the literary output of England or of
France, andif we exclude the recent
growth of Fiction, we need not fear
any comparison at all.

Whatever be the rteason or the
explanation, the fact remains, we
have produced no Henry Morley or
Ker, no Herford or Courthope,

There is however one redeeming
feature, We have anticipated Lord

OLD BOYS 65

Morley by tens of centuries and have
been practising his advice, that
every cultured man should spend
at least half an hour every day in
reading some classic. Our splendid
custom of Parayana of some book,
almost universally the Ramayana,
keeps alive in us the love of liter-
ature. It is true the Ramayana has
come to be looked upon as a holy
book and its reading is supposed to
bring Punya and enable one to gain
entrance to the world of Bliss.
Whatever the motive with which
it is done, the effect is the same.
It is impossible to spend half an
hour every day in the company of
oar Adi Kavi, the first and greatest
poet of our land without our imagi-
nation getting strengthened, our
sympathies awakened and our
emotions purified. Let us all stick
to this practice ; but let some of us
also strive to dedicate our lives to

the study of literature. It is well
worth the trouble and the worker
will be more than amply rewarded.

For tf;Olci Boys

N.B.—Admission nuwmbers are given in
brackets :—

1. OLD Boy’s Addresses—(cont.)

(145) A, SkEENIVASAN, BE., Practical
Course P. W. . Workshops,
Madras.

(146) A. G. MURAHARI Rao, Compounder,
Municipal Hospital, Bellary.

(147) A.S. RAMACHANDRAIAH, Sailesinan,
Y. M, I. A. Branch, G T., Madras.

(149} T. RaTNA SaBuarati, Teacher,
Mamamdur, Chingleput District.

(150) C. V. RAMACHANDRAN, M A,, Clerk,
Board of Revenuey Chepank,

Madras.

(151) K. VepacwgraM, Marakanam, (Via)
Achagapakam, Chingleput Dis.
trict,

(152) (P, R. PRATAPACHANDRAN) SwaMi
KERALANANDA, R, K. Mutt,
RBelur.

(154) S. SwaMINATHAN, Travelling Agent,
Agfa Co., Mount Road, Madras.

{155) T. K. SUBRaMANIAN, M.A,, L.T.,
Asst, Board High School,
deyann_t.

(157) G. RANGASWAM], Clerk, High Court,
Administrative Departmen t,
Villivakan, Madras.

(159) S. NARAYANASWAMY, Indiin Meteo-
rological Office, Poona,

(160) P. KRISHNAMOORTHY, 33, Chuterpara
Lane, Bow Bazaar, Calcutta,

(161) V. SuBBAIAH, Sub-Inspector of
Police, Mylapore,
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(162) K. ADINARAYANA Rao, B.A, Clerk,
Post Office, Conjecverann
(16‘3) V. CINNADURAT, B.Ay, Dharmasoka
College, Ambalngoda, Ceylon.
(168) B. SUBBA Rio, B.A, B.L, Vakil,
Musalipatam.
(171) T. R. VENKATA SUNDARAM, B.A.,
Clerk, Postal Audit Office,Madras,
(172) R. C. Krisanaswamy, B.A., Clerk,
Office of the I .G, of Police, Big
Street, Triplicanc, Madras,
(173) C, Padbhanabhan, M.A., Brindavan
Street, Mylapore.
(177) R, VENKATA RaMan, B.A,, Clerk,
Cellector’s Office. Salem,
©(181) S- S. SuBRAMANIAYM, B.A.,  Clerk,
: Office of the Dt Inspector of
L. ¥, Accounts, Tanjore.
(182) M. V. ARUNACHALAM, B.A,, Personal
Clerk to the Secretary to the
Agcnt, S, I. Ry, Trichinopoly.

- (183) N. R- ADINARAYANAN, Teacher,Board
Higher Elcmentary School,
Payarmbra, Kunnamwgalan,
South Malabar.

(184) K.S. Doraisawnmy, B.A,, Office of the
Divisional Engineer, Tclegr iphs,
Madras Division, Egmore.

{186) K. V. KrisunaMooriuy, Clerk, Lin.

perial Bank of India, Coimbatore.

(190) V. KanNaSBIRAN, Clerk, Suh.Regist-
rars’ Office, Nagore.

II. Change of Addresses :—

1. N. B Krpart Rao, M.A, LT, Asst.
Professor of inglish, Government
Colloge, Kumbalkonum,

2. C. KasiviswanNarian, b\ LT,
Scicuce Asst., Board High Schaool,
Satyamangabin.

3. A. SuBBIAH, Supcervisor, P- W. D),
Madhavaborida, Berhampore,
Ganjam.

* *

* *

I11. Roll of Honour :—

1. T.S. NarAYaNA Rao.—Like his brother
he distinguished himsclf for his unsclfishness,
and devotion to work while i the institution
from 1922 to 1927, During the lash suuuner
vacation, he gave to the Home all his time
to supervisce the building works that were in
progress and to attend o other itcms of work.
A mecting of the staff and the students was
held on the 3rd July to prescot him with a
book of Engincering in rccognition of his
services,

2 P.N. DaMonaraN’s unramitting werk
flm‘ing the holidays in preparing a complete
inveutory of all articles in the Home and in
putting things in ovder for she work of 4 new
yeuw also calls for special mention. It is
sincerely to be wishel for, that many
amongst the old and present boys  will
cmulate these examples,

» * '3 *

Notes and News

I. The Silver Jubilee of the
Home~We need hardly remind
our readers that the Silver Jubilee
of the Home comes off in February
next. Various suggestions have been
received for celebrating it in a fittin

anner,and among them the follow.
ing compel attention :—

(7) Adding to the Founder’s
Scholarship. Fund that has
been started with a nucleus
of Rs. 500 to the memory
of Swami Ramakrishna.
nanda.

(11) Erecting a statuette of Swami
Brahmananda on the spot
where he laid the foundation
to the new buildings.

(¢41) Printing an attractive picto.
rial souvenir of the Home,
~ We solicit the help and co opera.
tion of all friends, well wishers and
beneficiaries of the institution to
suitably commemorate the occasion.
#* * * E
II. Endowment—Mr K.
VAITHYANATHA M UDALI1AR of
‘Chgnampet has very generously
assigned for the Home his Life
Insurance Policy for Rupees 5,000
’ i
and has undertaken to pay up the
premiums himself.
* ¥ * *
UL Presents in Kind —

() Life of Sri Ram:\.) By The R. K. Mijs
krishna, Complete!  sion 1\dv"lit.'l AS{).
works of Swami} ram . .
Vivekananday  and
33 other books,

b Publication
cpartment
Calcutta, '

s
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{i1) The Times History
of the War; 19
Volumas.

International Lib-
rary of Famous
Literature, 20
Volumes ; aud 43
other books.

By M.R. Ry. V.C.
Rajagopala
Charltu Avl,
Myl..pore.

By M.R. Ry T. M
. Yegna Naravan:
(i¢d) 16 1’;11111. Leal]. Sn:tlri Avl. ;l"i:‘if
Manuscripts, ( chengode, Salem

Dt.

(ivy 12 parts or 24lBy M. R. Ry. H,
Volumes of thet Neelakantan Avl,
Book of Knowledge!  B.A. (Old Boy)

, By Rao Babaduar
(v) 2 Sruti-box Har- 'S, Bhaskra Iyer
monlums: ( Avl.

By P. S Janakirima
Alyar, Chow:lzli
pa'le. .

(vi) 2 bags of sugar.

IV. We offer a hearty welcome

to Mr. A K. V. Iyer the new

Superintendent of our workshops
who took charge on 6th July.

V. Mr. B. Indrakumar, our
Physical Training Instructor, who
was till now working part time in
the ITome has, from the beginning
of this term, become a full time
member of the staff. His undivided
attention, we trust, will lead to
increased and improved athletics in

the institution.

V1. The Residential High School
and the Industrial School re-opened
after the summer recess on the 2Sth
June, 1929. ' '

New Admissions, June, 1949

g H ‘rst Row— S, Naraianaswamy
From Top: Lirst am N. M. Lipgam {Inter.),

7. Krishnaswamy (Industrial) ; A.

_aathan (3)7 R. Ayyaswamy 6);
C. V. Vaideceswaran ),V
doss (13 T+ N, Sivaswamy (2).

+ cond Row—A. Mcenakshi Sundaram (4 ; E- S. Rat
Seoon Y. S. Pattabhiraman (2) S. Desikan (%) ° I
udan (2) ; R. Madhava Rao (5); P. Nagarajan (3); J. Sutramanian (4).
M. N. Ramamurthy (1); I’ Shanmugam @3
jswanathan (1), K. Devarajan (4! Ragh

g, Pandian (1
swany (6} S Aravam
Third Row—T. S Natarajan (2)3
Venkataraman
(1); R getumadhavan
N.B,—~The nnmbers enclosed in the
admitied.

(1); A. Chinniyappa 3): 8.V
(4); V. 8. Ponnurangam |

brackets indicate the form into w

(5); P; Swaminathan (#); M. Ranga.
Madan Gownder (Industrial);
Sundararajan (4) ; K. N. Rama-

nanathan (1) G. Chokkappa (3)3
K M. Parthasarathi :3); K. Doral-

)i S.
upati
(1); Dilli Bacha (1); P. Vedantarangam .
hich the pupil was
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The strength of the Home was
137 towards the end of last term.
Thirty-three -withdrew; one re.
admission and 37 new admissions
were made, raising the strength to
142, distributed as below :-—

Lower Secondary ... 45

High School RV
College ... v 22
Industrial .... v 23

There were over 300 applicants
to choose from, and most of them
were extremely poor and deserving
of help, but only the first few could
be taken in order of merit, owing
to the limited resources of the
institution, and it was a most un-
pleasant task to refuse help to the
others.

* * * *

VIL. The following Students left
the Home having completed therr

Course or due lo failures or other
reasons,

B.A.—V. Muthuswami, M. Theetarappan,
T. S. Krishnaswamy, S. Sampath,

INTER.— N. Chengal Rao, S. Duraiswami,

. A. V. Subramaniam, K. Radhakrishna.

moorthy, S. K, Subbaratnam, W, S, Sara.
vanam, T. M. P. Mahadevan.

HicH ScuooL.—P. K, Raman Nair, V. A,
Viswanathan, V. D. Alagiriswami, D,
Govindarajan, K. Sivaprakasam, V. Sreeni.
vasagopalan, R. Venkitramana Bhatt, V. P.
Tiruvadi, R. Sambasivan, P. C. Vijaya.
raghavan, 3. Seshadri, A. S. Muthunarayan,
R. Sankaran Nair, G. Ramanathan, S. Rama-
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LowER SECONDARY.—S. Narayanan, T.
Shanmugam, J. Venkataraman, A. S, Muthy.
raman, A. S. Muthukrishnan, V. R. Subra.
manian.

» * L *

v

VIII. Examinationresults: Suc-
cessful Candidates.

B. A.—V. Mathuswami.
Intermediate—
I Crass
S. Jagannathan.
R. Raghunathan.
A. Ramanathan,
K. Radhakrishna Moorthy

O. Sreenivasa Moorthy.

II CLass

C. Annaswamy.
T. S. Muthuswamy.
K. Nagarajan.

S.S.L.C.—

S. Munian,

K. S. Muniratnam,
P. K. Raman Nair.
S. K. Ranganathan,

V. A, Viswanathan,

R. Vasudevan,

V.D. Alagiriswamy,

Books and

Our Palace Wonderful.—(By
the Rev. Frederick A. Houck—
Revised and Enlarged Edition)—
Frederick Pustet Company, New
York and Cincinnati.

The author makes herein a bold
attempt to combat the Agnostic, the
Materialistic and the Pantheistic
theories and draws his arguments
and proofs from adeer study of the
design in nature, in things great
and small. He leads the reader
ultimately to feel with the poet :

*“Thou art, O (tod, the life and light
Of all this wondrous world we see ;
Its glow be day, its smile be night,
Are but reflections caught from Thee.'

The aim of the book is “rather
to confirm the believer than to
convert the unbeliever....for it takes
more than reason and argument to
convince those who stubbornly
refuse to admit the existence of
God.”

With all our admiration for the
book, we are unable, to agree with
the learned writer when he concludes
that “the entire visible universe is
called into being by the Almighty
for the spzcial and direct bznefit of
man.” Let the contemplation of
nature, rather lead us to realise our
oneness with all creation in humility
and to claim our brotherhood with
the birds of the air and the besasts
of the forest in unbounded love and
sympathy. That will be the begin-
ning of true religion.

The get-up of thebook isexcellent
and lcaves nothing to be desired.

n;’rinted by H. F. HILMER nt the Methodi

Periodicals
1. Educational Review, Madras.
2. The Indian Educator, Madura.
3. The South Indian Teacher, Madras.
4. The Indian Review, Madras.
5. Rural India, Madras
6. The Scholar, Palghat,
7. The Student, Chinglegut.
8. The Orieut, Chingleput.
9. Cross.word Magazine, Chingleput,
10. Children's News, Delhi.
11, Pcace, Santi Asram, Godavari Dt.
12, Satyadecpam, Ernakul.an,
13, St. Andrew’s Colonial Homes Maga.
zine, Kalimporg.
1+, The Rindu College Magazine, Masuli.
pataum.
15, Bharata Dharma, Adyar, Madras,
16 The Kumbakonam Government
College Magazive,
17, St Thomas' Collecge Mugazine,
Trichur,
18. Findlay College Magazine, Man-
nargudi.
19. Journal of the Madras Geographical
Association.
20. The Mugazine, St. Joseph’s College,
Trichy
21, The Maharaja’s College M aga zine,
Ernakulam. .
22. The Womeun's College Magazine,
Trivandrum.
23, St. Mary's High School Magazine,
Bombay.
24, Carmela, Mapgalore.
25. The School Folk, Tumkur,
26. Sri Ramakrishna, Adra, Mambam D¢,
. B.N. Ry.
27. The Doodle, Madras.
28& Navasakti, Madras,
29. Trailinga, Madras.
30. Hindu Nesan, Madras.
31. Wealth & Welfare, Lucknow,
32. Lokopakari, Madras.
33. The Voice of Labour, jugsalai.
3+. The Morning Star, Patna.
35.  The New India Weekly, Madras.

st Publishing House, Madras and Published by

the EpiTUR, **Our Home Magazine,” Mylapore, Madras.
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SADHU T. L. VASWANI

“« A MESSENGER OF THE NEW SPIRIT"

* 8ri Vaswani Yogi has been placed with Malutimn Gandhi and
one of the three leaders of Modern Indian Thought.”

“8Bri Vaswani Yogi is the brilliant star in the
India.

spiitd S oaent of
His writings are a clarion-call to his sleeping fellow-countrymen.
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HIS WORKS
The Greater India Series

“In writing the new series, the author has in view, spocially, the youth
of India.

The nation’s destiny, he says, is written in the minds and hearts
of the nation's youth.,” Each As. 4.

Youth and the Nation

- Witaess of the Ancient
Ancient Murli

)

=
=

"0E00

Awake ! Young India
The Divine Spark
My Master

. The author’s dream is that of a creative nationality, of a now India
rich in a new creative Shakii for the service of Humanity. Therofore n_)usb
the youth of India grow in a knowledge of Indian ideals aund be ,".mmed
in Manhood. * To build a Greater ludia, wo must,” the author says: know

=

@ the India.n‘ Idoals, understand the new world-forces, renew faith in our Futuro
@ and enter into fellowship with the Poor.”

o e

. Rs.
Ind'ga in _C"ta'msz—.\ Psyohological Analysis of India's Problem
India Arisen—Hssays on Modern Indian Politics @ ..
My Motherland — 7

s =L
cp:l‘,?’

Inspiring Bssays on the Present National -
... Awakening . 18
The Spirit and Struggle of Islam — An Eloquent Plea for Hindu- o
Muslim Unity v . o .. 1 8
The Secret of Asia—Rssays on the Spirit of Asian Culturo 19
Kn_shm—-’fhe Saviour (20d Bdition) 18
Krishna's Flute—1is Message to all Nations 1o 18
In the Sikh Sinctuary—The Message of .the Sikh Gurus 1 8
R Atmagnan—Knowledge of the Self 18
D) Apostles of Freedom—A Galaxy of Champions of Freedom... ... 1 0
> Builders of To-morrow —Essays on National Education and
Culture e .. 1 8
Creative Revolution —Problems in the building-up of Swaraj .. 1 8
My Motherland Series—Lassons from . Indian Culture, Civili-
sabion and History Cees e
The Aryan ldeal; Message of the Birds; Desert Voices;
Birthright ; india’s Adventure—REach we 1 0
Vaoice of Aryavarta—Life and Message of Rishi Dayanand 0 8
& Voices ... e .. 08
Temple of Freedom . 0 8
A Pilgrim’s Faith - e . 0 8
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa 0 8
The Spirit of Hindu Culture 0 8
Bodhi Dharma—(The Message of Buddha) . 012
. Apply for list of other interesting publications . —
% Canesh & Co., Publishers, Madras. E.

e
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In
all his writings and spseches he breathes noble and high sentiments,”
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REMEMBER |
The Cheapest House In

Madras
FOR
Up to date Students’ Also
Requisites i Best

Fountain Peus,

ing accesso-
ries, Flasks, Perfumery,

oten st Violin Accessories,

stationery and Fancy
Goods;

Students’ King's improved

File a Speciality

ONE RATE FOR ALL

i in
save time and money by buying
from us.

Mofussil Orders promptly executed.

The First Popular Corner Shop
Iin Old Premises.

No. 298, Esplanade Row, MADRAS
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2 RAMAKRISHNA
MISSION

(MADRAS PUBLICATIONS)
IMPORTANT BOOKS

Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna.—(A thrilling record of the Master's con-
versations with his disciplos and dovotees). According to M., a disciplo
of thoe Master. Part I, Rs. 2-8; Part II, Cloth, Suporior Rdition,
Rs. 3-0. Ordinary Edition, Rs, 2.8,

Sayings of Sri Ramakrishna.—The most eshaustive and comprohoensivo
collection of 1,000 Sayings and Parables.  (3rd Lidn.)  Cloth, Rs. 2.

Sri Ramakrishna, the Great Master.—By Swami Saradananda. .\ Lio
of S1i R ki chon with Psychological and Philosophieal explanations of
the vitions Phasas of Tinduism,

Vol. I. (In the Press.)
VAl 1. (The perind of his Sadhana) Rs. 9,

Saint Durgacharan Nag.—lile of an ideal house-holder and (Iircct‘:'disciplo
of i Ramakrishna—ahout whom Swami Vivekanandn s:mi(l:r I havo
travelled far in differont parts of the globe, but nowhero could I moot
a groat soul liko Nag Mahashaya.”  Price Re. 1.

Complete Works of Swami Ramakrishnananda.—Puwt I: Contuin-
ing—Universe and Man, Soul of Man, Path to Porlection and Neces-
sity of Religion. Price (Reduced). Re. 1.

(4 copy of ' Consolations” by the same duthor will be presented to the
purchaser of the book.)

Complete Works of Swami Abhedananda.—Part I: Containing—
Self-knowledge, Reincarnation, Divine Heritage of Man and Four Singlo
Lectures. Price: Indian Edition, Rs 3 ; Foreign Idition, Rs. 5.

Sri Krishna, the Pastoral and the King-maker—By Swami Rama-
krishnananda. Price As, 12.

Sri Ramakrishna, the Fulfilment of Hinduism.—By Radhakamal
Mukherjee. Price As. 5.

CATALOGUE SENT FREE. Please apply to —-MANAGER,

“THE VEDANTA KESARL"” Mylapore, MADRAS.
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g THE MERCANTILE PRESS
g Printers, Binders, Engravers,

Stationers
¢

@

@

g | AT MODERATE RATES.

¢ 309, LINGI CHETTY STREET, MADRAS
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FINISHED PRODUCTS FOR SALE

From the Workshop of the Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home
Mylapore
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wWOO0D
WORK
Chairs of all

Kindsy
Stools ;
Teapoys;
Tables s
Travsy Coat
Stands g
l.etter
racks;
Book
Shelves;
Boxes;
Almirahys;
Wardrobes ;
Spring
Cots;

Sofas L ete.

STARTING OUT FOR SALES

WEAVING

‘I)hotiv\'; Towels ; Angavastramsy Shirt-
ings; Coatings ; Bed Sheets 3 Jumkalams;
Woollen Carpets.

T.adders: Hand

|
1 Gatess

CANE
WORK

Trays;
Flower
Baskets :
Waste paper
Basketss
Cradles s
Chairs
Cots s
Matss
Screens; etc.

METAL
WORK
Tanks ;
Trusses;

railings ;
of Machinery ; Tools; ete.

PHOTOGRAPHS

and
and

Home Buildings
Sri Ramakrishna

NATIONAL BOOKS

AT HALF PRICE AND LESS

Price—Original

Nutics of Man, Mazzini
My Jail Experiences, by
Muhatma Gandhi
Young Tadia, 1919 1922 .
Significance of Indian
Nationalism, by I[. M.
Howsin
India's Challenge to Civili-
ziction, by H. ML Howsin ..
Gandhi and  Anarchy, vy
Sir €, Sankaran Nair
Revolutionary Biographics,
by k. W. Postgate
Philosophy of Non-Co-opera-

tion, by Bhagavan Das,
. M.A.
The Piunder of India's

We_ult,h, G. Vo K. Rao ...
I n‘d Lan Induostrialsm, by

(. V Ganapathy Aiyar
Mv{ulmg of Non-Co-opera-
‘tn.)n, by C. . Andrews ...
Ethics of Destruction, hy
K Mahatma Gandhi

ey to Yorr()\\’;l(i:l, by

M. Mahomed alj '

B. G. PAUL & CO., Publishers, G. T.,
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Interior Views;
His

Disciples
Jesus Christ ; ete. to any size.
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Price —Original

Our Educational Proiblem, by
Tala Har Dayal, MAL

Soul of India, by B. €. Pal

Development of [ emocracy
in India, K. Rajeswara
}{-()\"

Non-Ce-operation in Other
[ands, by Fenncer Brock-
way

India and its Government,
hy Fenner Brockway

Dyarehy  and  After, by
. R, Reddy, MLAL .

Charka, with an introduc-
tion by Sir . C. Roy .

The Science of Sex, by an
M1

Faded Flower, by K.
Rajagopal

ITmperialism,
PPanikkar. M.A.

The New Russia, by W,
Postgate

A Passing
tics, by N. C.
M LA

by K.\

Phase of I’ulli'-
Kelkar,
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— BEST —
TIME-KEEPERS

At Moderate Prices
BEST WALL CLOCK

8 inch Dial : Towr and Half-hour
Striking  on  bhest coill gongs:
Mahogany or Walnut Colours.

Guarant2ed for 5 Years
Rs. 17-8
Guaranteed for 10 Years

Rs. 20

—— BRST ——
LEVER POCKET WATCH
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0

Accuarate time-keeper: Iy ek 0
stands rough handling ; ‘
Pure Nickel Gase; Size of Lever 18° §\{

Rs. 5-12

Pure Nickel Case; Size of Lever 16~
Rs‘ 7-8

For clocks kindly send Rs. 5 as advance

Write yowr full address qirineg yor
nearest Ladlicay Station,

NAMATH WATCH CO.

Watch Makers and Jewellers.
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i Packing and PoOstage extra
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0 37-38, RATTAN BAZAAR, MADRAS.
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