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A P'U.BLIC MEETING

Under the Auspices of the S, 1. T. U., a \
public meeting will be held in June, to_. ]‘]

. " . AACY e el
form a reception Committee, to the ensqufg BN
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5th session of the conference of thel g 0, |
India Federation of Teachers’ Associatiohgx 2
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All educational organisations in South
India are cordially invited to attend. Affi=
liated guilds and associations are requested

to send their suggestions, if any, and their

TChe exact hour, date and place of meeting

will be announced later.

representatives to the meeting. ﬁ

’ 41, SINGARACHARI ST.,} M. S. SABESAN,
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30-8-1929,
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NOTES ON INDIAN HISTORICAL RESEARCH

LY

Prof. V. Bangacharya M. 4.

* Society fcr Buddhist Lore, Heidelburg.
O’he of the institutions in Kurope which
is doing valuable servicein the field of Indian
history and religion is the Gesellschaft fur
Buddhismus Kunde (Society for Buddhist
Lore), recently founded at Heidelburg, Ger-
manv. Its object is to bring to light that
f01'g(;hben but highly important Buddhistic
literature which must have existed just pre-
vious to the ages of Sankara and Kumarila
and which alone can adequately indicate the
raisond’ etre of the remarkable influence
which Buddhism had over the whole eastern
world. M. Walleser, writing in the pages
of the Indian Historical Quarterly for
September 1928, suggests that this literature
must have embodied the most searching and
penetrating work of the human mind in the
history of the world. This vast literature,
he points out, has been lost owing to the
destructive activities of Mahomedanism on

¢

the one hand and the “ prodigious exuber-
* ance of the literary activity on the side of
the Brahmanical systems”, on the other.

This -literature was in Sanskrit, A few

examples of it like ‘Santirakshita’s Tattpa-
sangraha {which has been recently published
at Baroda have survived the vicissitudes o
time; but the major portion exigts in the
'Tibetan and Chinese versions. M. Walleser
pleads for the co-operation of scholars in the
harmonising of the studies in Sanskrit,
Tibetan and Chinese, so that the true trend
of the religious history of the period can bhe
guaged. Already eminent scholars like Val-
lee Poussin, 17, Stehevbatsky, G. Tucci and
others have done much in this fascinating
field; but the major portion of the work
remains to be done. M. Walleser therefore
invites Indian scholars to co-operate with the
Society in the work of collecting and con-
centrating the different branches of the lite-
rature of the period for convenience of
reference and study, publishing a “ Year
Book™ in connection with the work done
each year and communicating information
by correspondence and other methods,

The Academy of Science, Leningrad,

The organization of the Heidelburg Society
1s not the only example of Europe’s exertio
on behalf of Buddhism, '
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The Academy of Science, Leningrad, has
also just founded an Institute for the study
of Buddhistic culture in Tibet, Mongolia,
China, Japan and India. The Institute, we
are told, is compiling an Encyclopaedia
of the world’s Buldiism. When it is
published it is bound to be of the momentous
significance for the advancement of the
world’s culture and knowledge. Students
of Buddhism are acquainted with the famous
series of the Bibliotheca Buddhica which
have been published at Petrograd from 1897
onward and which have given us 26 volumes
of the Sanskrit and Tibetan Buddhistic
texts, together with translations. The Rus-
sian Government has had unique opportuni-
sies for the collection of Bhuddhistic mate-
rials from Central Asia, Turkistan and
elsewhere. The scheme of publishing an
encyclopaedia of Buddhism in all these coun-
tries of the east is bound to give a unique
advantage for India, as it will be only a
monument of Indian cultural expansion.

Indian Art.

It is a welcome sign that Native Princes
are evincing a growing interest in the anci-
ent and mediaeval arts of India. Time was
when the arts throve in India entirely under
the patronage extended to them by the
Indian Courts. The mania for western
models and methods brought about an age of
neglect and scorn, with the result that the
indigenous arts came to depend entirely on
private patronage, even though some states
continued to patronise thiem even during the
‘worst periods. Signs are evident of the
reaction in this respect, and of the pride
whick the rulers of states are evincing
‘towards their art treasures. The Maharaja,
of Patiala who opex'led the Delhi Fine Arts
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Exhibition n the first week of February for

instance, gave expression to the importance
of art in this admirable manner., “ Artis an
essential dccomplishment of a full and com-
plete life. * Tf art decays, the fate of the
people is sad; and it seems to me particu-
larly fitting that, at a time when Delhi is
rising once more from its ancient ruins,
an endeavour should be made to revive,
along with its political importance, that
tradition of pictorial art, which in ancient
time was her own pride and the delight cf
the world.” His Highness pointed out how
the Mughal artistic works are *“ now trea-
sured all over the world as constituting some
of the greatest and most wonderful pictureg
which have been produced in any age.”’}

Iiven the Anglo-Indian world in this con-
nection, it may be pointed out, has awakened
to asense of its duty and endeawoured to
combine art with politics. This is best
seen in the design for the offices of the
High Commissioner for India in Aldych,
London. The building is to be a synthesis
of India and England. Its exterior will not
be, on account of its situation, characterised
by the spaciousness of planning, the vaulted
domes, porticoes, arcades and colonnades of
the great buildings of India, though in the
details of the external elevation, it is pro-
posed, to give the structure, * by means of
corving, heraldry and symbolism, an indivi-
duality that will proclaim it the ILondon
home of India.” Itisin the interior that
the individuality of India is to be faithfully
reproduced. The hall for Indian exhibits
which forms one of the features of the
structure will have minor halls attached to
them in the form of Indian bazaars. The
grand staircase, the exhibition hall and the

Jibrary will represent Indian character. The
Hindu of April 5, 1928, published the fol-
lowing extra¢t from the Times: * The
walls of the staircase and the halls will be of
red stone similar in appearance to. the Agra
and Delhi sandstone, carved and pierced in
the geometrical patterns of the jali in Indian
architecture. Such ¢f the carving as can be
completely separated from the structure will
actually be carried out by Indian workmen
in India. The domes and vaults have been
designed for painted decoration, for which it
is intended to secure the services of specially
selected Indian artists. A feature of the
internal work will be the Indian timber.
Various kinds of decorative Indian wood will
be used for panelling, including silver grey,
koko, laure!l, and the beautiful dark red
padouk. The basement floor will accom-
modate a large office for the sale of Indian
Goverhmént publications, and on the ground
floor there will be the offices of the Indian
railways, in which information on travel in
India will be available. The western wing
will contain the pay and pensions depart-
ment. On the second floor will be the
rooms of the High Commissioner and his
personal staff, the official secretary, Trade
Commissioner and the heads of departments,
T'he large rooms on the second floor and the
committee rooms on the mezzanine floor will
be used for the display, in the form of artis-
tic panelling, of the beautiful Indian woods
which are becoming increasingly known for

‘their highly decorative qualities.”  The

whole design is inspived by a spirit of happy
compromise and harmony.

The later redactions of the Susruta-
samhita.

_Ina note on the above topic in the Sep-
tember Number of the Indian Historical
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Quarterly, Mr. Ekendranath Ghosh draws
attention to two passages in the sixth chapter
of the above work from which he infers that
there were, taking comparatively later times
into consideration, two occasions at least
when there were redactions of the Sambhita -
text, namely 6 th century A.D.anda period

3 ?

‘very late and near the present time’.
He proves the first on the basis that the
work refers to the occurrence of the summer
solstice (which now roughly corresponds to
Ashadha 8 or 9, or approximately July 21)
twently days later than at present, thus
indicating a recession of 1971 degrees in the
course of the sun and consequently 1410
years earlier than the present day. In this
case this particular redaction should have
taken place about 518 A.D., roughly, the
first quarter of the Gth century. He guesses
the latter from the fact theve is a reference
in the work to Vaisakha and Jyeshtha as the
summer months and Ashadhg (in the begin-
ning of whichit is supposed to begin now)
is left out. ““Such a discrepancy can only
be accounted for if we take it to be a very
rough idea on the part of the redactor, who
did not want to make the summer season
correspond with portions of three months
but with two full months evidently for con-
venience.” “In such a case,” he concludes,
“the redaction must have taken place very
recently.”

The first of the above contentions seems to
be more definite than the latter. There can
be no doubt that in course of time there were
various redactions. The author seems to
accept the date of Susruta as given in the
traditions and not by the later scholavs of
research, He tacitly acknowledges the date,
4th century B.C., given to Nagarjuna, the
reputed first redactor, in the Rajatarangini



and the 3rd century B. C. given in Beal's
Buddhistic Records, I, p. 212. This
early date for either Susruta or Narajuna is
by no means accepted by the majority of
modern scholars.

Were the Silappadikaram and the
Manimekalai Sangam works ?

One of the glaring examples of dogmatic
assertion in regard to the date cf ancient
literary works is afforded by the reiteration
made by Dr 1Krishnasami Aiyangar, in the
course of his Chathu Panikkar lecture in the
Maharajahs’ College. Brnaculam, that the
Silappadikaram and the Manimekalal can
be placed for sound reasons with the group
of works known as the Sangam Collections.
Now if any reasons can be assigned at all to
this, they seem to me to be far from being
sound. On the contrary the inctusion of the
two KEpics with the Sangam works proper is
based on tradition alone, which is always a
precarious source of historic material and
which must be scrutinised cavefully before
inferences are drawn f{rom it. The contem-
poraneity of the twin HEpics with the
‘ Sangam works ' is disproved by the langu-
age of the KEpics, the religious conditions
portrayed in then, the inclusion of a larger
number of Sanskrit vocabulary, the descrip-
tion of several schools of philosophy which
reached perfection only in the early Gupta
period, the full development of the Aryan
system of music and other arts in the south,
the references to pauranic religion, the men-
tion of the earliest temples, the conjoint
activity and rivalry of the creeds of Hin-
duism, Buddhism, and Jainism (as in the
Gupta empire in its most prosperous days),
the references to Gurjaras, the reference to
the puranic stories if not treatises, all of
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which indicate a world entirely different
from that of the Sangams. The only real
basis for holding the Silappdikaram and
the Manimekali as the contemporary works
is the "fact that (1) Tlanko-adigal, the
author of the former, was the brother of
Senkuattuvan who was the grandson of the
Chola Karikala and (2)  Sattanar was
the contemporary of Hanko-adigal and per-
suaded himn to write the poem. Now what
guarantee is there to prove that the Karikala
Chola who was the grandfather of Ilanko-
Adigal the same as the Karikal Chola of the
traditional Sangam works? Therve is abso-
lutely no objection to holding that there
might have been more than one Karikal
Chola. Again, it should be never forgotten
that the information available about the
kings of the Sangam works refer to a few
generations only. In fact they do not go
beyond five or six at the most. There can
be no greater contrast than that between
the claims cf Tamil scholars who assign
thousands of years for the literary period,
and their actuality, crowding kings and
heroes within a space of 75 years, bringing
all of them within a period of five or six
generations. Names are confounded, and
sufficient allowance is not made for possible
diffevent individuals under the same names.
I have got very serious doubts as to the
correctness of identifying the Kavikal of
the Sangam traditions with Senkuttuvan’s
grandfather. Again, what proof is there

that Sattanar, who was the contemporary of '

Itanko-adigal and who was also instrumental
in the composition of the Silappadikaram,
was the same as Sittalaichattanar of the

Sangam  traditions? Nowhere is it stated |

that Sattanar of the Sangam composed an
epic poem of o Buddhistic character, There
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is absolately no reference in fact to Bud-
dbism in the early Sangam period. The
Sangam works distinctly indicate a Hindu—
generally pro-Saivite—bias, though this is
not exclusive. It seems to me that’ Sattanar
of the Manimekalaifame was quite different
from the Sattanar of the sore head, that he
was a Jater man who professed the Bud-
dhistic cult which made a special progress
a1t Conjeeveram in the age of Buddhaghosha
about the 5th century A.D. From the way
in which emphasis is laid on the co operation
between Ilanko and Sattanar and from the
deeper Buddhism of the Manimekhalai it
seemns to me that Sattanar, instead of
being an earlier writer as the traditionists
say, might have been even a later contem-
porary of Ilanko and that he wrote the
Manimekalai as a sort of reply, though in
the form of a sequel to the Silappadikarae
According to the traditions, Sattanar persu-
wded Ilanko to compose the Silappadikaram
1s 1t dealt with the affairvs of the three kings
wmd he dissuaded him from writing the
story of Manimekalat as he himself had
somposed i, Now, my contention s that
;he author of the Silappadikaram could
1ever, if he had set the task to himself, have
somposed a poem like the Mantmekalas. If
16 had composed it, it would have shown, as
Silappadikaram does, more pauranic
siasand less Buddhistic tenets. What strikes
»ne is the deep orthodoxy of the hero and
1eroine of the Silappadikaram in contrast
io the fervent Buddhism of the heroine of
;he Manimekalai. The latter in my opinion
ndicates a period of larger Buddhistic acti-
7ity, though the difference between the two
works in regard to his date was small to
udge from the literary style. The fact was,
ooth the Silappadikaram and the Manime-

kalai (the former being the slightly earlier
of the two) were the works of that transi-
tional period which elapsed between the
close of the SBangam works and the rise of
the devotional schools of the Alvars and
Nayanars. They indicate the social, religi-
ous, philosophic, and literary characteristics
of the fifth or sixth century. They indicate
an earlier period than the period of the
Alvars and Nayanars, to judge from the
lierary, religious and other evidences, but
indicate quite a different world from that of
the Sangam works, They should in my
opinion be attributed to the fifth or sixth
century,
Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras.

The report of the Curator of the Oriental
Manuscripts library for 1927-28 indicates
that, during the last three years, there were
above 12,000 visitors to the Library and
nearly 19,000 manuscripts consulted by
them. Prose, Poetry, Medicine and Philo-
sophy, were the chief subjects of study and,
curiously enough, Sanskrit works attracted
a larger attention than Tamil and Telugu.
Abont 160 works were supplied to scholars
and institutions which wanted copies of
them, A set of 16 collections of manuscripts
in Sanskrit, Tamil, Kanarese, Persian and
Arabic were purchased during the period,
and nine collecticns acquired by presenta-
tion. On the whole 980 manuscripts were
added to the library during the friennium,
The Library issued nearly 600 pages of the
alphabetical index of the Tamil, Telugu,
Kanarese and Malayalam manuscripts,
and a similar index for Sanskrit manuscripts
was under preparation. As regards the
department of publication, the achievement
was not perhaps quite adequate. The first



volume Brahma-Siddha of Mandanamisra,
which is to be published in two parts, saw
the light. The Knglish introduction how-
ever is yet to appear, like the 2nd part.
More than half of the latter, however, with

Sankhapani’s commentory has been printed

Hindi Lexicon.

One of the monumental works of Indian
scholarly collaboration is the Hindi lexicon
which has just been completed by the
Nagari-Pracharni-Sabha at Benares. This
institution was established in 1893 and has
done much, eversince, to promote the Findi
language and literature together with the
Devanagari script. The Sabha persuaded
the Government of the United Provinces to
officially recognise the Nagari script, which
had been hitherto ignored in favour of Per-
sian, in the courts and public oftic:s,—a step
which marked a momentous stage in the
history and development of the language
The Sabha devoted itself to the completion
of a comprehensive Hindi dictionary under
the editorship of Rai Sahib Shyam Sunder-
das of the Benares University. It has just
been completed. Covering 4,000 pages and
containing a vocabulary of 95,000 words in
20 volumes, the work, which has cost above
a lakh of rupees, is another instance of
what private efforts can achieve in the way
of scholarship, when we remember that only
a sum of 20,000 rapees has been granted
for the undertaking by two Provincial Gov-
ernments. The 14th and the 15th of
February have been fixed for the celebra-
tion of the achievement. '

Pre-historic human race.

Yet another stage in the construction of
the “missing link” has been reached by
the discovery, early in February 1929, of
the fossils of & primitive man and of a huge
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buffalo in-the same stratum, in Transval,

Experts rightly regard this as an important
event, proving the existence 8f a primitive
pre-Negroid race in South Africa, contempo-
raneously with the gigantic extinet species
of the Buffalo, Bubalus Bainii. The Bri-
tish Association is, we are told, going to
visit the spot with a view to the investigation
of the subject. 1t is the belief of Dr. Had-
don that the Negroids were the earliest races
to come to Africa and that the Negroes, the
Buash-men, and the Negritoes were their
descendants. (In the course of the glacial
epoch the Negroids entered Europe too.)
The discovery of the pre-Negroid remains
of Man in Africa necessitates the revision of
the theory as to how far the main races of
Africa reached it from South Asia. What
wag the connection of these with the Negui-
Yoes, the pigmy infantile race, now found in
the Andamans, and surmised by Dt. Haddon
to be the original type from wshich the

Negroes on the one hand and Malaniasians -

on the other have sprung up, is yet to be
ascertained.

The present discovery reminds me of an
equally important one about the Stone age
Men in Kenya, described by Mr. L. B. Leaky
in Nature of June 16, 1927. Two hu-
man skulls of the Stone age discovered by
him at Kenya and attributed by him to the
Mesolithic age (an age represented in Uganda
too), show that, though they ave extremely
dolico-cephalic, they show no signs of Negro.
or Negroid features. The face is very long,
the nasal opening is of only medium length
and the lower margin of the nasal aperture
has a well-defined sill but not a groove so0
common in Negro skulls. In regard to the
roof of the palate also there is a difference.
Taking the other skull, Mr, Leaky points
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out that there are, comparatively speaking,
some affinities with the Negro, but the de-
tails indicate no affinities whatever with the
Nerrr01d stock

Naturally, the question suggests itself as
to how far the new Man in the Transvaal
was connected with the Man in India, which
was according to one school the earliest
place of Man. The question can be answered
only after a systematic exploration of the
anthropological data available in India.
And. this science is yet in its infancy. A
few months ago, a genuine attempt in this
line was made by Dr. Baron Von Eikstadt,
a German expert. He journeyed through-
otit Tndia with a view to cotlecting the data
for the classification of the Indian races,
particularly of the primitive type, in relation
to the more advanced races with which they
have mingled. He was specially interested
in ascertaining the extent of the Black
element in the Indian population. He ex-

" amined the primitive classes, the hill tribes,

etc., and took the photos and measurements
of 3,000 people, from Benaves to Tinnevelly
and Cochin. A clue to his method of col-
lecting information can be seen from the
fact that; at Palghat, he was the guest of a
Brahman and had a first-hand knowledge of
the Brahman food, dress, customs and
habits as well as the autonomous life of the
agrahara. At the same time, he visited the
depressed classes of the Cherumas and took
photos and measurements of them, besides
ascertaining how they lived in their original
habitations and the urban environments in
which they often found themselves. He
also purchased lots of wares illustrative of
‘cultural history from the more advanced
‘quarters of the city-wares of every type from

a broomstick to the Veena. Household
utensils, jewels, musical instruments, every-
thing in fact connected with culture, were
collected by him. It is such systematic
study that is needed. With the exception
of Messrs. S. B. Guha, Das, Chatterji and a
very few others, there are no authropological
students in India. The facilities for the
study have not been appreciated by our
University.

Now, it will take years perbaps for the
utilization of the materials collected by Dr.
Von Eikstadt for purposes of history; but
the point that has to be noted in connection
with the question under discussion is that,
according to Dr. Eickstadt, there are three
kinds of black races in India, namely, the
Kolis of the north, the Veddas of Ceylon and
allied tribes of South India and the Mel-
moids, a type found in many of the lower
castes of India. Dr. Kikstalt who has
studied the Negritoes of the Andamans for a
few months in a scientific fashion, believes
that, while there might be some Negrito
element in the Veddoid race in India, there
is not much of it in the Indian population,
when -we remember the orthognathié cha-
racter as well as the enormously da.lk and
fnuly hair of the Neguto

Bodidharma. |

In the Buddhist Annual (Vol. I1I, No. 2)
Mme. Alexandra David-Neel gives a short
account of the life and teachings of the
great South Indian Brahman-Buddhist
missionary to China. About 520 A.D.
Bodhidharma, who was perhaps-a native of
Conjeeveiam, landed in the Celestial Em-
pire which had already become a busy land
of Buddhistic scholars, missionaries, Bhikkus
and Bhikkunis. ‘When Bodhidharma, reac_h-



ed the land ruled by Ewmperor Wu of the
Liang dynasty, the latter boastfully cata-
logued his achievments in the way of the
construction of temples, the preparation of
translations of Buddhist sacred literature,
the transcriptions of holy scriptures and the
maintenance of Bhikkus and Bhikkunis, and
asked the saint what merit he had earned.
The latter promptly replied * nothing” ; and
in reply to the surprised and perplexed
questioner, he explained the worthlessness
of deeds unless they were done out of one'’s
full heart and with no expectation of reward
or merits. Proceeding to a monastery on
the hills at Shao ling (now in the Honan
province), Bodhidharma lived as a hermit,
engaged in meditation for years., He found-
ed then the dhyuna sect of Buddhism,
known in China as the Zen Shu (literally
the dhyana sect) in Japan and the Shan
sect in China. The fundamental doctrine of
this sect is that introspective meditation is the
only way to Buddhahood. Neither dialectic
controversies nor interested philanthropic
activities are true paths to it. The Buddha-
hood can be reached only by imitating the
Buddha under the Bodhi tree and engaging
in similar meditation. The supreme state
-shoul.d be fealised, not learnt. The later
excresences of Buddhism were not condu-
cive to the goal attained by the Buddha,
Ritualism was no religion at all. This
teaching of Bodhidharma was popularised
after his death by a Confucian disciple of
his, Shwang Khwang, and in course of time
.a number of disciples spread the sect
throughout China and Japan. Though this
religion of pure meditation hasin its turn
fallen a prey to ritualism and other usunal
defects of degenerate creeds, the treatises
‘left by the school, many of which remain
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untranslated, form a rich and invaluable
heritage to the cause of truth and purity of

saintly life. They form dnother set of
unexploited intellectual mines.

Ananda'Ranga Pillai's Diary Vol, XII.
Mr. H. Dodwell’s edition of the translation
of this famous Tamil Diary has just been
completed, with the publication of the
twelfth volume, which deals with the period
which elapsed from January 1760, to January
1761. It givesa picture of the last days of the
diavist, whose death took place only 4 days
before the occupation of Pondicherry itself
by Col. Coote. The volume gives the details
of the desperate measures of defence taken ab
Pondicherry during its last days of indepen-
dence. The doom of the French power was
sealed with the battle of Wandiwash. The
French tried to save their capital by
measures, good and bad; but the desersion of
Indian merchants, the quarrel between
Lially and others including the Mysoreans,

the non-arrival of reinforcements from -

France, the indiscipline of the soldiers, and
various other circumstances led to its even-
tual fall. Ranga Pillai had no love for
Lally and ardently desired his recall as much
as he desired peace with England. It is a
remarkable coincidence that the end of the
diary and of the independence of Pondi-

cherry was synchronous. Thus ends per-

haps the most remarkable d'ia,ty' of contem-
porary events left by an intelligent Indian
chronicler. Ananda Ranga Pillai is not

good at politics or military movements. But’

the information in regard to these are
available in other and more authoritative
experts and we need not go to a Shroff forit.
His great value lies in the fact that he gives
us details of things which we can never
expect in technical treatises on policies and
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wars in which Englishmen posséss a natural
advartage. .The condition of trade and
business, the quarrels of castes and creeds,
the little details of mutual . behaviour,
etiquette, the likes and dislikes of the people,
and a hundred other things which constitute
real life of the people, are found in these
highly interesting volumes.

A word may be said about the history of
the diary itself. It covers the period
1736—1761. Its existence was unknown
for a century. French scholars who  first
came to know of it in the middle of the 19th
century published from time to time extracts
or translations of it. In 1894 M. Vinson
hoticed it partly in his les Francais dans le
Inde. A copy of the diary was placed in
the bibliotheque nationale of Paris. The
original manuscript was in the Pondi-
cherry Records office. A few years ago,
Lieute-General H. McLeod Sir George
Forest proposed to the Madras Government
that a copy of the diary should be obtatned
and translated. M. Singaravelu Pillai,
Curator of the Pondicherry Records Oftice,
rendered every help to Sir Frederic Price
and Mr. K. Rangachari who were entrusted
with the task of editing the diary.
Mr. H. Dodwell then took up their work,
the lagt volume of which has just been
completed,

Historical Exhibits.

The Historical Exhibition held at Nagpur
in the first week of December 1928 was a
very valuable means of instruction to
students of history, as it included autographs
of the Firmans of the Mughal emperors,
paintings from the Ak bar-namuh and other
manuscript works of the time of Akbar and
Jahanghir, and selections from the private

)

collections of Mr. Ajit Ghosh of Calcutta.
The very idea of exhibitions is rare in South
India. It would be a very great service to
historical scholarship if the private collec-
tions of the south are catalogued, according
to subjects like manuscripts, coins, art-
treasures, ancient documents, pictures of &
historic character, ballads, rare military
weapons, etc. A special “officer is worth
being appointed by Government for the
purpose. '

Buddhism and Christianity.

The Principal Miller Lectureship was
delivered this year by Dr. F.C. Southworth,
President of Meadville College, Harvard
University. The first of his lectures was
devoted to a comparison of Buddhism and
Christianity. He took for his theme the
following two passages taken from the
Dhammapada and the Gospel of John. (1).
“Took upon the world as abubble; look
upon it as a Miraje. The king of death does
pot see him who thus looks down upon the
world.” (2) “I pray not that thou shoulds
take them from the world, but that thou
shouldst keep them from evil.” These re-
present the central thoughts, the lecturer
said, of the two religious leaders. * No two
men in all history haveso stamped upon
the world the imprint of their personalities.
700 millions of the inhabitants of the earth
have enrolled themselves as the followers of
these two men and the number is increasing
all the time. In nation, in theught and in
every external circumstances they were ag
widely separated as two men could be but
in loftiness of character, and in the disposi-
tion to give themselves without reserve to
the work of elevating human life, the two
men were brothers, The legends which
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surround the birth and the infancy of each
are strangely similar, Of the childhood of
each we know but little, but it is recorded
of each that they confounded their teachers
by their wisdom. Iiach ig said to have
taught their people by parables,
home to them important truths b
which they were easily

bringing
y stories
able to comprehend,
There were inner resemblances as  well in

their teachings, for, the purpose which ani-

_mated the life of each, was the same to turn
.mourning int,

0 Joy and misery into happi-

_ness.”  Both advocated escape from misery
by the path of unselfishness, purity and sub-
lime self-sacrifice. The lecturer summari-

- sed the teachings of Buddhism in this lucid
-manner: “ We live this life of endless woe

because we desire to live; existence is the
result of cleaving to existence. And we
desire to live simply because we are ignorant
of what life means. In order that he may
get this knowledge it is necessary first that
we.learn to look upon this life and its plea-
sures with disgust, for not until we be-
come disgnsted with it shall we cease
to desire it. This is the first and second
step along the pathway of emancipation,
Then there come two other steps, of which
the first is right action which includes the
Bnddhistic morality that is made up of
unselfishness and kindliness, Love man,
but love no particular man. Form not
strong attachments, for these will bind you
to earth. And yet be humane and kind and
gentle and free from passion for only by
such acts as these can thou become emanci-
pated. Not only cease to hate, but
also cease to love if thou wouldst

throw from “off thyself the galling chains.
Then comes the fourth and final step,
the hreaking of the law of Karma, the
departurg from the world of sense and fleet-
ing show, into the peace of Nirvana, the
empty peace of nothingness. There the
wicked cease from troubling and the weaty
are ab rest.” The lecturer constrasted this
teaching with that of Christianity and poin-
ted out that, while both are for a religion of
inner life in preference to one of
outer form, Buddhism is a religion without
hope. a religion of despair, while
christianity is a religion of hope, of
optimism. He opined that the leader of one
religion was a prophet, while the other was
a philosopher. “ Where either failed, the
error was not one of the heart but of the
head.” There was an underlying unity of
teaching in both, viz., to pass from external
observances to the condition of human heart,
from a primitive self-centred religion to a
spiritual religion which regarded one’s
neighbour’s life as one's own life. The
lecturer concluded with a plea for a new
Buddhism which would shuffle off its errors
and a new christianity which would
be free from superstition, faithlessness
and greed for the possession of others
in the ‘name of proselytism. To ‘us, the
value of such comparisons as these lies® in
the fact that the insidious poison of race-
hatred which, inthe name of religion, has

been extended by the ignorance, prejudice;

and bigotry of missionaries, is being gradu-
ally removed, and a better knowledge of the
mubual obligations of mankind is sought,

g w—
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GONCENTRATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

3 BY

Mr. M. S. Sundareswaran, M.4., L.T,

- All rural education systems suffer from an
unsystematic distribution of schools and the
existence of a very large number of small
schools. This has naturally given rise to
the problem whether it is at all nacessary to
continue the large number of small schools
and whether it may not be desirable to re-
place them by a small number of large
schools. Both in India and elsewhere,
financial and educational considerations have
brought this problem to the forefront of edu-
(;é,tiona.l organisation and Mr. Biss lays spe-
cial emphasis on it in his report 01'1 the
expansion and improvement of P}‘nh&ry
Tducation in Bengal. This question of
concehtration which has assumed such pro-
minence at the present time has however to
be considered very carefully before stepsare
taken to give effect toit. One point that
has to be specially borne in mind is that we
are not considering the case of a new coun-
try where we have complete control over
the distribution of population a,nd. conse-
quently perfect freedom in the location and
distribution of schools, but of a cou’nt;ry
where population centres have 1ong existed
and schools too have existed for a time long
enough to possess a value in the eyes of the
people. Again this question of cgnf:entl:a-
tion which is attended with great dlfhcultl‘es
in any country has special difﬁcultles‘ (.)f its
own in a province like Madras. Hls.tory
and natural development have both given
rise to a large number of private schopls
gtarted and managed by varied agenC{es.
We have first the Mission schools to which

we owe not a little of the progress that we:"
have made in education. Among the Mis-
sion schools themselves, there are various
classes. 'We have next the schools opened
and managed by Indian private agencies.
Next come those innumerable schools open-
ed by teacher-managers through the inspi-
ration and encouragement of the Education
Department for a number of years. TLast
come the schools opened by the Government
departments and local bodies. These latter
which were very few in the early years of
educational development, have very largely
increased in recent years, more especially
after 1921, and complaints are already loud
that they are competing unfairly, to the
detriment of economy and efficiency, with
the aided agencies by opening schools in
localities already well served by long-stand-
ing and well-conducted private schools, The
existence of thislavge variety of schools
makes the question of concentration parti-.
cularly difficult in this province. These
difficulties only point to the need for cantion
in considering proposals for the concentra-
tion of schools but do not! rule out entirely.
the question in connection with our pro-
vince.

It may perhaps be well at this stage to
consider in general the advantages of a small
number of large schools cver a large number
of small schools. Ina large school it is
possible to give a separate teacher to each
class or section of a class and utilise the tea-
ching power to the fullest extent possible,
while in a small school two or more classes “or



sections of a ¢class have necessarily to bhe
handled by a single teacher to the great de-
triment of the pupils, and where a single
teacher is assigned to a class or a section of
a class, the full teaching power may not be
utilised owing to the fact that the strength
of the class or section is less than the num-
ber which the teacher can efficiently manage
The recurring cost of running a large school
is much less than that required to 1un a
large number of small schools; a considerable
amount can be saved in 3 large school on
staff, equipment and other charges. It is
cheaper also to acquire fairly large sites and
construct a small number of large buildings
than to acquire a large number of small sites
and construct as many small buildings. In
& large school the teaching can be graded
according to the age and capacity of the
pupils, while such an arrangement is nof
possible in a small school. A large school
can provide for specialised instruction of
various kinds and afford facilities for the
development of the capacities of the child-
ren according to their natural bent; such
facilities are not possible in a small school.
Again in a large school the work is not much
dislocated by the absence on leave of o
single teacher or two, while in a small school
such absence may make arrangements for
the work of the absentee impossible and
may even mean in many cases the tempora-
ry closure of the school. On the side of
inspection too there is considerable advan-
tage when we have small number of large
schools instead of & large number of small
schools. The inspecting officer will not
then have to spend a considerable portion of
his time in travelling and will be able to
devote a much larger proportion of it to
inspection. Larger school are not alo
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without other material advantages to child-
ren. They come into contact with a larger
number of companions of their own age and
get a better training and introduction to
life.

These advantages and others not referred
to here may perhans lead many an enthusi-
ast to jump to the conclusion that
the first reform in elementary education is
to close down a large number of small
schools and open large ones at central places
This may be easier to effect in urban areas
than in raral tracts. Even in urban areas
the problem is not without difficulties.
Account has to be taken of the fact that the
young children in these areas can hardly
be expected to walk long distances along coun-
gested and crowded roads attended with
heavy traflic, thereby laying themselves open
to the danger of being run over by quick
vehicles or led astray in the crowd. In
rural tracts the presence of rivers and
streams, fields and waste lands, may make
such amalgamation of schools extremely
difficult. One who has to consider the
question with reference to the conditions
obtaining in this country must therefore
bear all these facts in mind before coming
to a definite conclusion. Added to these
difficulties there are in this country others
which are due to social causes. However
much one may regret the apathy of the
members of the high caste to those of the
low caste, one has necessarily to count upon

such prejudices and sentiments if one should -

avoid trouble and failure. Itis of coursg
very necessary to see that all schools main-
tained from or aided by public funds should
be made accessible to the children of al

classes of the community, but reform in this:

direction must of necessity be slow and be-
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Juse it is slow, the educationist” has to
ount upon sgch prejudices in framing
.hemes for the expansion of elementary
ducation. It is because such prejudices
<ist and will continue to exist until public
pinion improves in this regard that we see
11 round us special facilities provided for the
hildren of the depressed classes, and these
acilities should not be done away with a,'s a
;onsequence of the application of the prin-
siple of concentration, until the time bfecomes
-ipe for it. There is also the quest‘lon of
sentiment that has to be considergd in clos-
:ng down small schoole. The absence of a
school in a village means the absence of a
community centre for that village. The
value of such a centre as & means of promo-
ting healthy life in rural tracts and of mould-
ing healthy public opinion cannot be exag-
gerated- It is, and should be, the means of
bringing home to the people of the village
the benefits arising from leading healthy and
temperate lives. It shonld also be the means
of affording further facilities of education to
the adolescents and grown-ups. It also
makes it possible to bring together the
people of the village and create in them a
sense of civic responsibility. The closure
of a school or the with-holding of a new
school on the ground of concentration may
mean considerable loss in these directions,
The disadvantages arising from concen-
trating schools in select localities are attemp-
ted to be overcome in other countries by the
organisation of transport facilities or board-
ing arrapgements. Similar arrangewments
can hardly be thought of, at any rate
the present, in this country, so that most of
our children will have to walk daily to
achool at least twice. There are dangers
and difficulties in obliging young children

to walk long distances from their homes in
order toattend schools in central places.
The long walks may so tire the children as
to make them unfit for receiving the full
benefits of education at school. They may
also expose them to dangerand disease, more
especially in hot or rainy weather, as walk-
ing in the hot sun or in the rain may ex-
pose them to diseases of various Kkinds.
Another question which should not be
lost sight of in this connection is whether,
in the present financial condition, expendi-
ture on a large number of big buildings
which would be necessitated by the adop-
tion of the policy of concentration can at
all be afforded. The money thatis made
available for education is unfortunately
small and that which can be spared out of
it for elementary education is smaller still.
This by itself will make it difficult to under-
take any large building operations. Such
expendituve, though necessary, can be in-
curred and the money necessary therefor
can be found only if public opinion moves
considerably in favour of a very large incre-
ase in the expenditure on education.

This question of concentration which has
assumed some prominence in all countries
at the present time, appears to have enga-
ged the special attention of the conference
of District Educational Officers convened by
the Director of Puablic Instruction in Janu-
ary last. From the speeches delivered on
that occasion by the director of Public Ins- -
truction and the Hon’ble the Chief Minister
for Education it is seen that special empha-
sis was laid on this question. This special
emphasis was, not, however, without justifi-
cation, for the opening of new elementary
schools, more especially schools under public-
management, in recent years has been on no



definite and settled plan.  Schools have
been opened without regard to the educa-
tional needs of the locality and the facilities
already available. There is therefore need
for considering this question of concentra-
tion seriously at this stage. It cannot also

be again said that the principle of concentra-
tion has much in its favour. The practical
difficulties in the way of giving effect to
this policy should not, however, be over-
looked. Besides those mentioned alreadv,
there is the conflict of aided managemen;s
in certain localities which will make it diffi-
cult to choose the school that should be
closed and the school that should be

allowed to continue. These and other diffi-

k)
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cultics  point to the need for proceeding

with caution in this direction. Any deci-

sion regarding  any locality or tract must
take account of the factors mentioned above,
if failure and disaster are to be avoided. A
scheme that looks well and nice on paper is
not the one that will prove either practica-
ble or eflicient in actual working. The
Question of concentration and distribution
of schools is not merely a question of arith-
metical caleulations. Other factors have
necessarily to be taken into account and to
the extent they are considered and made to
reconcile themselves with economy and effi-
ciency the success of the scheme will be
guaranteed.
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“« A RECONSTRUCTION OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
. SYSTEM”®
By

Mr. E. M. Jesudasan, B.A', L T., Principal, Danish Mission High School,

Tiruvann

Though a great deal has been §aid and
writtenon the subject of Tiiucation, yet
there is. I believe, room for some more
thought and expression on tl.ue ma\.tter. Tdo
not propose an exhaustive discussion o.n-the
correctness of any theories, but a sm'lple
matter-of-fact enumeration of deductions
from existing circumstances and some sug-
gestions for remedying these defects.

For the sake of brevity and clearness, T
should like to confine myself to the kind of
education that is imparted to our youth,
with whose welfare and happiness we are
primzu:ily concerned : viz the Klementary
and Secondary Education. In the first place

* let me confess that education in the Dbroadest

sense of the term, as serving the purpose of
lifting humanity and as spreading over the
aeons of the future, is inconceivable and out
of bounds for my limited capabilities If one
is to learn anything from the records of
science ot history, it is the rather humiliat-
ing fact that theories and calculations of one
generation have been considered inaccurate
and obsolete, if not altogether ridiculous and
stupid, by the next generation.

Our horizon, even with regard to the pos-
sibilities of the present, isso circumscribed
that though it may be right for philosophers
to lay down theories and principles enunci-
ating the eternal varieties, ordinary mortals
dare not think beyond the next generation

amalai.

and their mundane livelihood. Keeping this
in mind, we may well ask what sort of men
we expect the next generation to be, or what
are we making them into. Kvery sane
parent and well-wisher of his country would
like that his children and the younger gene-
ration of his country were models of perfec-
tion in physique, in intellect and in charac-
ter ; and I trust that we would all agree that
we are striving towards such an ideal. But
a closer inspection wonld reveal the fact
that though we have an ideal in view, the
ideal is so hazy and ill-defined on account of
our ignorance, traditions and wrong methods
that we are yet a long way off from attain-
ing anything like the semblance of our
ideal.

But, in the meanwhile, the onward march
of progress of the word as a whole demands
that India should be supp'ied with men
who could make their own mark and would
mould the destiny of India for the good of
her millions. India needs in every field of
human activity, strong men, virile, honest
and wise ; Not only men who will top the
list in & university examination, but men
whose knowledge, integrity and push will
make them pre-eminently leaders in the
department they have chosen. Put in other
words, T may say, that we need our Huxleys
in the field of science, our Max Maullers in
Oriental studies, our Henry Fords in Indus-

tries and straight-backed keen-sighted men

* A lecture delivered at the meeting of the N, A, Teacher’s Guild.
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in every walk of life—in state, in society, in
trade and in the professions. But looking
about us, how few is the number!

No doubt, we are producing, in some one
part or other of our country,a Sir J.C. Bose,
a Tagore, or a Mahtre, but compared to the
vast millions of India, with a heritage for
learning and civilization for more than thirty
centuries, it is but a poor result, To take a
class room example : it is like producing one
or two geniuses, securing cent per cent.
marks in all the subjects, out of a class of
one hundred pupils; the rest of them being
far below the average, and a large majority
of them being mere ciphers. Such a result
would argue that the geniuses were not the
product of the class-teaching but that
by their innate ability had secured dis-
tinetion in spite of the class-teaching.
May it not be, then, that our educa-
tional system is at fault? If it were
not, should it not produce a fair number of
such geniuses and an appreciable majority
of intelligentsia of more than average capa-
cities? If it would, then we would be right
inarguing that our educational system is
sound in its principles and that it had fulfil-
led its purpose.

But some times it is said that our present
educational system is only a product of our
social and political conditions, or at least
that it is very much influenced and shaped
by a consideration of these conditions. But
we must at the same time remember that
the removal of social, economic and political
disabilities depends a great deal on the sort
of men who are leaders and their outlook
on the education of their country. Hence,
such an argument is only begging the ques-
tion. A sound educational system would

not only fneet the needs ofa nation, but
would go to give its men a capacity for ex-
pansion, of striking out new lines of thought
and action, in short would make them

pioneersin the onward march of civiliza-
tion.

Considered as such, what about the system
of education that is now given to our child-
ren in South India ? First there is the Ele-
mentary Education which aims at giving
literacy to the large mass of our children
living in the villages. Considering the num-
ber of years that there are spent in getting
this Elementary Education, the standard of
attainment demanded froma pupil of the
5th class is very poor. This, I am afraid, is
due to the inclusion of a number cf subjects
which sound big in educational parlance but
which possess very little real value to the
needs of the villager. Subjects like ‘Nature
Study and garden, for whick almost 8 or 10
periods a week are allotted, is nothing but a
replica of the vegetable garden found in the
back-yard of every Indian home. Then there
ave those inane things that are presented as
Indian History, containing very little matter
for children to read or to remember, which
create any thing but patriotism or love for
one’s past; as also the unrealised possibili-
ties of a district or presidency geography gs
they are at present written and taught, Hag
the villager any use for the subjects that he

studied in his village schools 9 How much
of it does he remember and put to practical:

use? (A folk-school or gn adult-school may
accomplish something, but at the elementary
school it is certainly too early to attempt to
work out with any degree of success the pre-
sent curriculum.) Excepting for the read-
ing and writing and g listle bis of grithmetic-

A}

(thé four simple rules) the rest of the instruc-

tion he has received, goes completely oub of

his mind ; and haturally so, as he has no use
for them.

Would it not then be right to $suggest a
reconstruction here ? Obviously then, the
curriculum could be mach lightened by the
elimination of what are called general
knowledge subjects, raising the standard of
vernacular instruction, making it possible
for o twelve year old boy to read and under-
stand intelligently portions'of Tamil literature
thus giving him a desire to increase his
knowledge of his mother-tongue and inci-
dentally of his mother-land. The arithme-
ticshould be of a type that would help the
villager to calculate his yield, appreciate mark-
et quotations in the papers, draw a plan .of
his lands or his house and calculate 1its
measurements, so that it is a real asset to
him. A flower garden, laid out with an eye
to beauty or free-hand drawing with colou -
work may be included to cultivate the esthe-
tic sense, of which there is an appreciable
lack amongst many of our village brethren
But the rest of the curriculum would, T be’
lieve, go out unmourned and unwept both by
the pupilsTand their parents.

I do not touch upon the question of pro-
viding suitable books or the difficulty of
securing well-equipped teachers, simply be-
cause authors write books to meet the
dewmands of schools, and teachers would have
o equip themselves if they are to continue
in their work, pay them well or pay
them ill,

Coming to that department of educational
system of which we form a part, I may have
W ask you for a patient hearing, as Secon-
dary education, its evolution or revolution

3
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is a favourite and pleasant theme for criti-
cism and discussion for almost any one ex-
cepting ourselves. The fact of the matter is
that, just as we have had no voice in choos-
ing our pareats, or the conjunction of stars
at our birth, we have, for no choice of our
own, to work out a system whether we agree
with it or not. And just as the Tamil adage
has it, “ One who is married to an ass should-
n't be afraid of kicks”, we have to take ~riti-
cisms and opprobiums levelled at our heads
with the calmness born of such a marital
tie. Of course, there wasa time when we
were keenly alive to the defects of our spo-
use, the S. S. L. C. course, but we have got
used to them and now we are actually so
enamoured of her that we are prepared to
go into hysterics, when there is a talk of re-
mndelling her so as to suit...... (somebody ?).
T say somebody because I do not know whom
it would suit. Now at least it suiis the
Secondary school teachers, though it does
not suit the pupil, the parent, the Govern-
ment or the University. But with the change,
whom ? that is the question.

That Secondary education should form a
preparatory stage to the university, no one
can gainsay, Bub that it should beso work-
ed in detail as to suit only the needs of a
university whose ideals may or may not be
consonant with the true advance of know-
ledge and civilisation, is illogical, unscienti-
fic, and disastrous to the youth of the coun-
try. Anyhow, as Secondary education
should be to a certain extent in line with that
of the university, I could not escape touch-
ingbupon university education as well, I
know my own limitations and I confess I
am not competent to speak on University
Roforms, but I trust yon will bear with me
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“for just mentioning a few observations which
‘I leave to you to accept or reject,

The first is that a university does not exist
‘simply for the sake of conferring degrees
upon candidates who pass its examinations
the curriculum for which examinations
‘were dictated by the admirers of some fereign
universities and modelled on similar foreign
notions, some three quarter of a century
‘back. Though prescribing examinations and
conferring degrees ate & part, and a neces-
sary part of a university administration, yet
we could not lose sight of the fact that the
essential objects of a university are that of
assimilating all available culture, present
and past, and directing the intellectual pro-
gress of its youth on sound lines based on
experience and foresight.

'_ Secondly, unqualified spirit of conserva-
tism combined with a fond attachment to
old-time traditionsis a condition that does
not contribute to real intellectual progress
in a university. Such a condition is symp-
tomatic of self.importance born of intole-
rance and an incorrect estimate of existing
conditions. Allowed to exist as such, the
university, instead of being a contributor to
the wealth—intellectual, social and economic,
of a nation, instead of ministering to the
needs of .its people, allows itself to become
an autocrat, the recipient of flattery and a
dispenser of empty titles and honours,

That an attempt is made to remodel our
university actviities in the light of present
day conditions in Souath India is somewhat
evident. But that under the present condi-
tions, Secondary education should be solely
at  the dictation of the university
cannot be upheld for more reasons than
one, The- first is that a large majority

of those who take 3 secondary school coarse
do so, nobt with the view of entering the uni-
versity, but that they may, if’ possible, find a
vocati?n where they may make themaelves
useful. They either choose one or the other
of the few professional courses open to them
the Medical School, the Teachers’ Training
school, and the Mechanical or Electrical
Engineering schools, or directly enter Govern
ment, railway or private service as office
hands. And then, there are also a few who
take to the course, not with a view to ufilise
it in securing an employment, bubt just for
the sake of getting a better education com-
bined with some English knowledge;
which, they expect would stand them in
good stead in running a firm or business of
their own on up-to-date lines. Tlte number
of such pupils, though very small at present
is bound to increase in the near future.
Remembering then that there’is ‘such a
large majority whose goal is not a university

course, one cannob but ask whether the eligi- -

ble list, towards which all employers seem
to converge, could be a good criterion of the
fitness, proficiency and intelligence needed
for the vocations they would choose. We
cannot deny the fact that waat would go to
make a brilliant university career does not
necessarily make for success in the vocations
held out to the S.8.IL.C. man. Hence,
you will kindly excuse me if I mention some
of the differences, differences that exist bet-
ween the needs of a university specialist and,
an office hand. Though a fairly good know-
ledge of English is essential to both, viz to
the university as well ag the professions
mentioned above, you will admit that an
undue specialization in two or more subjects
resulting in the omission and c.c)mplete'iguo4
rance of subjects of every-day importance is
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not a satisfactory requisite for an -8.8. L.C.
sourse. And further in these days of keen
sompetition and unemployment, the 8. 8.
L.C. young man cannot easily fiind work in
his own province ; and it is becoming” more
and more a necessity that the young man
cannot be satisfied with a knowledge of his
mother tongue and English only. It
would be in the interests of the candidate
if he possess a fairly good knowledge of ing-
lish (spoken and written), his own vernacu-
lar, clear ideas on the geography and history
and government of his own country, a know-
ledge of mathematics that would help him
in any commercial house, a good handwri-
ting and lastly a working knowledge of a
second Indian language.

I have putall these subjects together, not
only to emphasise their importance hut also
to try and show you how it is possible to re-
distribute the items in our carriculum, so as
to suit changed conditious. So far as Eng-
lish is concerned, I believe that it has been
worked out better than the A. Group
vernacular, and the only suggestion I have
to offer is that the selections should be
more modern, and that the 2nd paper be
made & much more real test of the pupils’
ability to cope with ordinary correspondence
in an office ; a special column for oral work,
along with that of the handwriting in the
S. 8. L. C. register would be a valuable pro-

vision. So also would be the elimination of

some pottions of the Elementary mathema-
tics syllabus, those relating to mensuration
and the inclusion of mathematics bearing
on account keeping etc. The vernacular
translation and composition may not only
be made to include some more literature, but
must form a sufficient test of the candidates’

original work, as composition and letter-
writing.

But the presence of the optional subjects
and their early specialisation, though serving
the purpose of a preparatory course for the
university, exercises an unwholesome influ-
ence on the puapil, in that it accentuates the
peculiarities and the deficiencies of each par-
ticular pupil and doss not help him to cor-
rect his oldities and parfect his mental de-
velopment. Itison account of this draw-
back, that I would like to suggest that the
two optionals were substituted by a syllabus
of (1) Geography, Indian History and
Government and (2) a second Indian langu-
age preferably Hindi -or Hindustani. The
knowledge of a second Indian language
cannot bz much insisted on in a country
of diverse languageslike India. The govern-
ment realising the necessity of such a know-
ledge have made it a test for promotions in
most of the provincial services. I may also
mention here the large namber of young
men who go out of the Tamil area, even into
the Bombay and the Bengal Presidencies, in
search of employment to whom the kaow-
ledge of a second language will be  one of
great beneflt.  As a great deal has been said
about including Geography and Indian His.
tory in the A. Group, and as public opinion
is strongly in support of it, I do not much
dwell upon its merits.

The place of lilementary Science and Bri-
tish History in the 8. Group could profita-
bly be occupied by Manual Training and
Ilementary Physiology and Hygiene ; or
where manual training is not feasible, by a
special course in Drawing; so that a boy
leaving the secondary school could be expect-
ed to poisess a fairly good equpment of

practical knowledge in using head and hands,



For those who prefer a university, profes-
sional or commercial course, two optionals
could take the place of the B. group subjects
mentioned above (viz, Elementary Science
and Manual Training or Drawing) and the
Second Indian Language in the A. Group,
and these subjects presented as additional
subjects for the public examination.

One more point before T finish with this
part of oursystem, viz theissue of a certifi-
cate to successful candicates. The S.8.1..C.
certificate, ag it is at present in book form:
.is a cumbersome affair, and whatever appo-
intment its holder secks, the employer has a
prejudice to look into and scrutinise the
marks and to make up his mind from the
marks before him whether the applicant
would suit him or not. It would help the
candidate and the public much better if the
successful candidates could be classified as
1st, 20d or 3rd and a certificate issued

to them giving alist of the subjects in which
they were examined.

Iam afraid that I have been rather dry
with all these details, but it is because I be-
lieve that some of you will give your atten-
tion to these problems, and whether you
agree with me or not, would work for the
welfare of the pupils entrusted to your care.

9

And one of the miseries of a teacher is when
he meets a pupil of his in want and unem-
ployed and unable to put his' knowledge to
any prpﬁta,ble use, [donotclaim that my
suggestions are a panazea for all the evils
but they may equip the young man better to
meet the demands of the timesand assist him
in quickly securing a job.

I have not touched much upon the physi-
cal or character development because, far
more important than any rnles or regulations,
it needs men and women, both in the home
and in the school, parents who would co-
operate with the teachers in rearing up child-
ren of the right type. Till the nation as &
whole appreciates character more than wortd-
ly possessions and a strong body better than
a bright scholastic career or a high position,
we may have to be content with trying to
remodel only the intellectnal side.of. educa-
tion, employing all possible aids in our

schools towards the development of physique

and character.

In conclusion I thank you all for the
Patient hearing you have given me and trust
that our Guild may be interested in this
matter so as to frame some working basis

for the re -construction of school education
in 8. India.
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EDITORIAL.

S. S. L. C. Gourses of Study.

Teachers’ associations will have by this
time received the supplement of the South
Indian Teacher, containing the recommen-
dations of the 8.8. L. C. Board with regard
to the revisica of the courses of study. They
should consider carefully the revised scheme
of the Board and the syllabuses in different
subjects prepared by the Sub-Committees
appointed for the purpose. The general
“ revised scheme” is to be found on the first
page of the supplement and the associations
will have to consider the syllabuses in the
light of the revised scheme of the Board.
There are syllabuses in subjects which have
not been, included in the revised scheme of
the Board but all these syllabuses assubmit-
ted to the Board by the Sub-Committees
are printed in the supplement 80 as to give
teachers all available information. It is for
them to state what modification is needed in
the general scheme and what alterations
should be made in the syllabuses.

We do not think it necessary to go into
the details at this stage but we shall content
ourselves with pointing out one or two main

points that have to be kepb in view, while.

revising the courses of study. The scheme
as revised by the Board comprises Group (A)
Group (B) and Group (C). The subjects
included in Groups (A) and (C) are pres-
cribed for the public examination. Group
(A) is the compulsory group which includes
English, Second language, Llementary
Mathematics, Elementary science, and His-
tory of India and Geography. It will thus
be seen that “ English History’’ is deleted
from the compulsory group. The (C) group
;ncltldes optional subjects and it is proposed

to drop some of the subjects now included
in the optional group, such as Trigonometry,
Practical Mathematics, Precis-writing and
Indexing, Needle work, etc. There is still a
(B) group in the scheme which includes
Drawing, Physical Training, manual training
ete.

The scheme has been revised with the idea
of including all the major subjects in which
instruction is given,in the liat of public
examination subjects. The Board did not
seem to be unaware of the strain which this
change should necessarily involve. This
consideration should have perhaps weighed
with the Board when it suggested
the deletion of English History from
the (A) group. We would, however,
appeal to the Board to see its way to
include English History in the compulsory
group by lightening the syllabuses in other
subjects. There is a consensus of opinion
among teachers that English History should
find a place in the compulsory group. Apars
from the importance of the study of Fnglish
History to the political development of this
country, it is felt that pupils require a
general knowledge of the outline of English
History to understand and appreciate English
literature in later years.

‘We have no doubt that the syllabuses in
several subjects which have been prepared
by the Sub-Committees are far two heavy.
One of the subjects in the compulsory group,
which will be found diflicult to deal with is
Elementary Sciencg The Elementary
Science syllabus of the Sub-Committee re-
quires radical alterations. We are glad that
the Board has chosen to consult the men on
the spot, before it gives effect to the scheme



The Elementary Science Committee expects
this syllabus to be covered in nearly 300
lessons but those who have had experience
of work in the High Schoo! know it may not
~ be possible to find more than 240 lessons on
the whole. Seeing that the portion done
during the three years is Prescribed for public
examination, some weeks should be set apart
for revision in the VI form. We  cannot
understand why the Sub-Committee made a
distinction between Biology subjects and
Non-biology subjects with regard to the dis-
tribution of marks. The syllabus in the Bio-
logical subjects under Elementary Science is
undoubtedly ambitious and anything more
than an elementary knowledge of the plant
and animal forms cannot be attempted. Ve
do not know whether persons may be found
competent to teach the General Biology por-
tion. The suggestion of the Sub-Committee
that the record book may be presented to
the examiners or valued by the examiner
is clearly impracticable and it shows ignor-
ance of the present condition of schools.

The syllabus in lndian History may be
made loss romantic and teachers will have
to see what portions may be cut down so as
to make room fora study of the outline of
Tinglish History. It is not clear whether a
detailed study of grammar as indicated in
the syllabus for second language is expected
of candidates. We should like to invite the
attention of teachers to the recommen-
dations of the Madras Teachers’ Guild regard-
ing the 8. 8. L. C. courses of study, found
on page 43 of the supplement. Teachers’
Associations are requested to cxpress their
views clearly in regard to the following
points in pavticular.

(1) Whether Bnglish History should be
in'the compulsory group also.
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(2) Whether g lightening of the syllabug

in Indian History, and Geography is possi-
ble. N

(3) \.Vhether " Klementary science sylla-
bus” of the Sub-Committee may be replabed
by the Madras Teachers’ Guild syllabus or
by a still lighter syllabus.

(4) Whether the study of grammar in

connection with the second languages should
receive much attention, and

(5) Whether the recommendations of the
Madras Teachers’ Guild regarding
for passing are acceptable.

* * *

minima,

Contract,

Elsewhere is published a circular from
the Director of Public Instruction, Madras,
requesting the Teachers’ Associations to
express their views on the desirability of
adopting a definite form of agreement be-
tween the management of an aided-school and
the teachers employed therein. The circu-
lav says ** it has heen suggested that the in-
sistence on some definite form of agreement
between school mana,gemenbts and masters
appointed by them would be of a,dvanbag'e
not only to the masters in ensuring a reaso-

.nable security of tenuve of their posts but

also to the managements in preventing tea-
chers from leaving them during the course

of a school year.” A similar circular was

issued some years back and we understand
that Teachers’ Assoziations were  for
obvious reasons opposed to such g general

system of contract. The question is not so

simple as it looks. While the advantage that
is likely to accrue from the general system
of contract is dabious, we feel

it may lead
to further complication,

We do not intend
to emphasise for the time being the un.
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academic nature of the proposal ‘under con-
sideration. There are about 300 aided secon-
dary schools with more than ten-thc?tlsalld
teachers, and it is obvious that recrl’nm.lent
by contract will bring about a serlous dislo-
cation. We know that many of the mana-
ging bodies have no resources worth men-
tioning and it is not likely that they will at
any time join together and press upon the
G+yvernment the necessity for the enhance-
ment of the grant, The system of contract
will under such circumstances, Prove very
handy to such bodies and they will have no
compunction under fthe prop.osed scheme to
recruib teachers anew every time. Can any
wholesome tradition be ever built up under
such conditions?

We feel that the intevests of the teachers as
well as those of the management cannot be
safegnarded merely by a system of contract.
This (iue:;tion has been discussed at succes-
sive educational conferences of the S.I.T.U.
The resolution which was reiterated ab
Chidambaram last December suggests a way
out of the difficalty. It runs thus:—
(@) The Government should appoint for each
district, whenever necessary, a Board of
Arbitration consisting of a rvepresentative of
the S. I. T. U., a representative of the
department, and a  representative of
the management with power to co-opb
local members, to decide cases of dis-
missal, suspension, or notices to quit;

. (b) the decision of theabove Board be made
binding upon the management and the tea-
cher ;and (c) the acceptance of such decisions
and the framing of definite rules of service
in aided schools on the lines of fundamental
rules relating to the vacation department of
the Government be insisted upon as a con-
dition of aid. This resolution is comprehen-

sive and it seeks to protect the intevests of
both the teacher and the management. We
areanxiousthat Teachers’ Associationsshould
Lear this resoluion in mind when they con-
We are |
unable to agree with the view of the Tanjore

sider the departmental circular.

District Teachers’ Guild in respect of this

question. It seems to favour a written con-

tract. 'We can understand the idea of con-
tract with regard to a few special appoint-

ments but are unable to understand how a

general system of contract will by itself
prove a real solution. We believe that any
attempt at ensuring the security of tenuve
of service can prove successful only if condi-
tions of service be improved. Definite rules of
service, applicable to all schools should be.
framed by the department, and conformity
to the same be insisted upon as a condition
of recognition and aid. Such service rules
Should provide for the standardisation of
scales of salavies on the lines suggested by
the 8. I. 7. U. with a special provision for
service in the ‘ so-called backward’ districts.’

In fairness to the managing bodies, it
should bz stated that they do not send away
teachers for the mere fun of it. Generally
they do not get an adequate amount as grant
from the Government and very often they
are compelled to run the school by sending
away teachers so as to bring
down expenditure. The practice of sending
away teachers before the midsummer hoh-
days without salavy is also due tc the incapa-
city of the managing body to find the neces-
sary resources. It is the inelastic, illiberal
and wooden grant-in-aid Code which is pri-
marily responsible for muach of the discon-
tent in the teaching profession. Our cry for
the revision of the Code has, so far, beenm a
cry in the wilderness !! Does the budge-

senior



100

speech of the Hon’ble Minister for Educa-

tion strike a note of optimism ?
¥ * *

The Proceedings of the 4th Sessi)n of the
All India Federation of Teachers Asso-
ciations.

We have pleasure in acknowledging the
receipt of a copy of the Proceedings of the
Fourth session of the All India Federation
of Teachers’ Associations held in Bombay.

This neatly got-up diinty volume of
about two hundred pages is edited by
Mr, M. R. Paranjpe, a prominent educationist
and published by Messrs, Longmans, Green
and Co. (Price R3. 2-8-0),

The foreword, with a very useful extract
from the report of the corvespondent of the
‘ Times of India,” Bombay, gives a clear and
succinet summary of the work the Federation
has done till now, the aims and objects it
has set forth hefore itself and suggestive
remarks helpful to the organizers of future
sessions.

As many as seventeen papers, dealing
with several important educational problems
that at present agitate the minds of those
interested in Kducation, are contained in
addition to Principal P. Seshadri’s address
of Welcome to the delegates and the R,
Rev. Bishop G. 8. Arundale’s Presidential
address the full text of which has already
appeared in our columns in this volume,
We ars glad to note that the Conference has
paid special attention to the Wducation of
the defectives, a problem which the nation
as a whole has for long neglectad.

The book will give those interested in the
Federation a vevy fair idea of the work it
turned out in its last session. We believe
that it will be of especial interest to us all
in South India in view of the fazt that the
Federation has accepted the invitation of the
S.IT.U. to hold its 5th Session in Madras
in the Christimas week of December 1929,

THE S. I. T. U. PROTECTION FUND.
(List of Members—continued.)

Regd. No. Name.
279 Mr. K. Subramanyan.

281 ,, E. Narasimha Iyer
282 ,, L.N. Subramanyan
283 ,, R. Sundaresa Iyer

284 ,, K. S. Srinivasa Iyer “
285 ,, Matthew T. Kurien
286 ,, E. S. Sridhara Rao

Deeoignation. Placs.
Lecturer, Hindu College
280 ,, M. S.Sundaram Iyer Asst. Rajah’s High School
Se. Asst. Bd, High School Bapatla
Lecturer, Xian College Madras.
Asst. P. S. High School

Tinnevelly.
Sivaganga.

M ylapore.
" Do.

Se. Asst, I.. M. High School  Gooty.
Asst. Aryan Secondary School Trichy.
287 ,, S. B. David » Kaellett High School

Triplicane,

8. M. RAO,
Secretary, S. I.T. U, Protection Fund.
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OUR ASSOCIATIONS.
THE MADRAS TEACHERS' GUILD

Annual Conference March 1929.

Mr. P. A, Subramanya f\iy;n‘. Pres.id(rm% of ?’)to
Madras Teachers’ guild in requ‘e'stxtng, the tid)(;
Honourable V. 8. Srinlvasa Sasbry to open

ference said i—

Co‘r‘](;n behalf of the members of thef lghd&:ag‘
Teachers’ Guild and on my own bg}mll \'elc(c)n;é
ou Sir, & mosb hearby (:md respectiu \tt oine
go our midst this evening. It 182 mta ¢ t?
wreas rejoicing thab it has been given to us o
5 ou who were mnongs_t those who
Welcomie }rlld organised this Guild more ﬂ.m”
Eﬂziggeiie:ades ago and were ouo of its h_rst;
secretaries. And you will forgive us (?uf"plru)(:x
at the contemplation that one who not \e‘!) ong
ago was with us and is still of us hgs risen to
& :ence as to command the }ntellecbl}u,l
s ?fm;:il admiration of the Dritish Kmpire
hor{]aﬁbr;eri,c& and he ranked amongst 'the galaxy
im(I tlim's oreat men, like Swami Vlvekn,n:m.da,
Ofdn%{rlJDC. Bose, who have sel‘.ved to raise
?Edia.in the scale of nations. It is our IHOSF
earnest prayer that you may he sp:u-cvll f‘or 1{033,
long years to come to work for the g ory of the
Motherland and the uplift of her children.

Tiducation, Sir, under the new dispensation

. hl ati1an: in-
hag, judged by the numbers of liducational in

stitutions and the numbez:s attending them, made
rapid strides in this province. \While thore was
aonly one University in the pre-reform era, Wo
now have three, thanks to thq noble munificence
of Raja Sir Annamalai Chettiar Wh? has created
the third of these, a Residential University ab
Chidambaram. A great advance too, has heen
made in respect of Elementary education. The
prineciple of at least one school for a village con-
taiping a population of 500 and more, a principle
which, if 1 remember 1'1gh_t1y, 'youenunc.mted as
a member of the local Leglglatlye Council years
ago, is being steadily kept in view and schools
are springing up in large numbers. This is a,}l
to the good. But are we sure that the curri-

"eulum followed in these schools is of the right

kind ? Are we not rather makipg a feti.sh of
literacy and neglecting to develop inour children
a desire to work ou the la.nd, which, so far as
one could see, would remain for long, long years
to come the chief occupation of the peopl% in
this country, and take pl.'lde in su::h woyk 7 _I
wish, sir, that the Ministry of I‘delgabxon in
titis province issued an eflxcb on the lines that
the Ministry of Education in most of the

4

German States issued in the earl
last cenfury which ran as follows : nv of
the future occupations of ehildven in country
schools, most of whom will be sngaged in
agriculbural pursuits, they should in addition to
their ordinary work receive some instruction in
the culture of fruits and vegetables ", and puf it
down in the Statute-hook that to each school
shall be attached a garden large enough to pro-
vide for practical work for all the children in it.

Unless from the very beginning children arve
made to take part in occupations connected with
the land and learn to love such work, the spread
of literacy alone will have the effect of inducing
a disinclination to manual labour, an unhealthy
craving for ease and a desire, as T said on the
previous occasion, rather to live easy and starve
on half-rations than work hard and eat to the
full.

As the roport of the Royal Commission on
Agriculbure points out, ** From the agricultural
standpoint, it is essential that the pupil should
he encouraged to sesk his interests in the every-
day life of the country side. The years from
five to ten are impartant formative years. If,
during this period, the hoy comes under a teacher
who takes little or no interest in country affairs,
if he learns his lessons and does his sums in
terms of urban life and is given no explanation
of the life that passes under his own eyes, he is
apt to consider that town life is the ideal. If
it can be secured that the teacher in primary
school hag a genuine intorest in country life,
that the school text-books are rural in tone
and that the boy has been taught the use of his
hands and has been imbued with a love for the
countryside and a sense of fair play to his
neighhours and to dumb animals, then there
will be firmly established both the desire and
the power to make tho village a better place ta
live in and both the teacher and the system may
be said to have abundantly succeeded.”

And whast shall Isay, Sir, of Secondary edu-
cation ? To put it in one sentence, it has not
improved very much since the time when you,
Sir, were a member of the local Legislative
Council and pleaded so earnestly for more
liberal aid to Secondary schools under private
managements. I might even go further and say
that the condition of things in respect of
Secondary Education has worsened since your
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sbrongth of n,i(‘]é(]w ,‘10 offoet of doplqtmg t}?
noighbourhood . f;ommlury schools —1n hhe}l‘
financinl 1oy anc '“‘Ol't‘by erippling  thoir
mudram P?zzurceg,_ l'ho schools ab Ambasi-
tho 'I‘in‘n(\\‘;h.“‘bmm.lm f"“‘l (iopalasamudram 11
Srirangam. bt,y f],‘-‘;bl'lcb, the High Ychool ab
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ational (J['.,)l"’vl School at Kumbakonam, the
High Schoollhéﬁ-chool» Mannargudi, ‘tlle E\T&tw?
Tenali in (;"unt‘m'glopm"thoTM“k' Iigh bchI(‘)Sh'
School, Narg; “E distries, the .I‘uylor }VIDt;
(}odzwz;ri.,;, sapur  in the ' distriect of Wes
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m:m:l:om‘ h; thovofore in fee income and the
NOCOSS; ents concerned have heen pub to f,_he

300581ty of offecting drastic cuts in the sulari®s
of the sbalf vory mmnch, of course to tho dobri-
ment of their ellicioney. !

\l

rl“Qm‘bhly, the rapid inerowso in the oubpub of
LS and trained Secondary grade toachors
that has beon going on for somo timo past Dus
m“.l“}ed in a glut in the market and “onboquent
Talling off in the salaries of tsachors in gchools.
\Vltfh a number of hungry teachers knocking ab
their doors for jobs and with their resourcos a6
& low ehb, managers have in sevoral cases yield-
od to the tomptation of dispansing  with the
sorvices of the comparatively highly paid
teachers in their schools and appointing in their
pl&ces.men on lower salaries. In his quin:
quonnial Report ending 1926-87, the Director of
Public Instruction says, ' The rates of pay ©
the t':ou,chers (in aided Secondary Schools) have
not improved much, In fact, in some districks
owing to the increase in the supply of teachers
there has been a tendency for salaries to g0
down”

The eainulative effect of those disabilities has
beon to place aided Secondary education in a sad
plight. The Director of Public Instruction is
not unawaro of this. In his recent quinguennial ¢
Report he says, “ Many long established aided
institutions have been and ave in financial
dxfﬁcul'hes and it is to be doubted whether aided
education is receiving a sufficient share of the
total funds available for Secondary Education.”
And last year when he opened the annual con-
ferenf:e of this Guild in this very .hall he spoke
to _thlg offect : ) I am quite at one with you jn
thinking that it is bad for education that large
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and important institutions sh.ould live a hand-
to-mouth existence. Fma.ncml. qmba,rra..smqnt
results in inefljcient gtaff, in buildings being -
adequate and dingy, and pressure being pubon
headmasters and staffs to admit more than the
accom modation warrants and tp_promota a larger
number than is strietly justlhqd. "There 18 &
tandency to save money !)y making tompora.r.y
appointments and employing L}ntn-mned temchelﬁ
where trained teachors are available, (L‘lld teachers
are tempted 0 bry tq _sbrengt;hen their _resourccs
by outside :chiVltl?s to the detriment of
their legitimate work.”

I have already made ref@rence to the Second-
ary SHehools established 1n recenb years by
various local and Munieipal bpards in the
Presidency. Many of these are ill-houssd ﬂ:\ld
ill equipped and are without adequate provision
made for library or laboratory yvork‘ or ganes.
They are not, however, ill-staffed in that the
scales of salaries there are compamtn'ely })et.ter
than in aided schools. DBut the most disquiet-
ing feature about these .bg)a,r(] sehools, parbi-
cularly those under Mumclpa'l Boards, 18 the
unwarranted interference with the internal
managements of schools hy the Presidents ot
Chairmen. Cases of gross abuse of power by
these officers have recently come to public notice
and it is some satisfaction bo know that both the
Director and the Government are kesn ou

checking this evil.

Again neither aided schools nor Bom-d'sc‘hools
have yet made provision for Manual training or
pre-vocationaltraining on any appreciable scale.
Out of a total of 923 secondary schools for boys,
only 68 provide instruction in one or more of
the subjects included in Mmqllal or Vocational
training and only 11,800 pupl}s qut of one lzpkh
and sixty thousand receive this instrucbion i.e.,

seven per cenb.

Secondary educabion thus functioning at such
a low level of efficiency, the foste}'-g:hild of
education now reared by the Ministry of

Tducation in this Provinee niay be likened to a

monster with a huge head and huger limbs
k, weak and ab

joined together by a fecble trunk
. rophied. 1t may be that for a time you cou_ld,

by artificial means, an injection here oran in-

jection theve, keep the thing alive, bub it cannob

last long. Soon the inevitable reaction will set
in, the blood coursing from a feeble heart will
fail to reach the extremities, numbness and
paralysis will get in leading ultimately o death.
1t were wise that thoss in power realised this
apd by buttressing up the trunk and by adopt-
ing other remedial measures soon enabled this
organism to assume the right proportion bet.

ween its several parts and grow naturally into
health and strength. Otherwise a condition of
things will soon arise when all those concerned
will have to exclaim with regreb “ would thab

we had known better ™.

Once again I thank you most warmly, sir, for
your presence in our midst to-day and requesb .
you to open this Conference.

MR. V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRI'S
ADDRESS.

Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri who on rising was
recoived with loud applause, said :—

My, Subramania Atyar, ladies and gentlemen,

—You have conferred on me a great privilege
{or which [ am duly grateful. The honour of
opening the procecdings of tho Madras Teachers’
Guild assembled in an annual session would in
any case he appreciated by one in my position,
But the paper which has just been read alludes
to its early origins in which ib fell to me to play
a part. I recall the time, it was I think in the
latter part of 1893, that 1 wrote the letter in
the local Press to which may be traced thae
beginning of the Madras Teachers’ Guild, I
cannob say, as the paper says, that I was one of
the first secrvetavies. I do not think I had that
honour, but I was connected with the Guild
from the beginning in some capacity or other
and for a great many years I also was Secretary.
The Madras Teachers’ Guild has passed through
many changes of fortunes. At one time it seem-
ed really very prosperous, full of vitality, com-
manding the confidence of the profession and
enjoying tho respect of the department. At
other times, I remember, while I still was a
member of the teaching profession, its fortunes
reached the bottom. The membership fell off
rapidly and I well remember the time when the
bill collector could scarcely keep himself alive
with the gleanings. Well, the Guild suffers like
other bodies in India from a lack of zeal among
its own mombers. But while I was there I
nover liked anybody to say so. T used to lay
the blame for its ill fortune on everybody but
the profession, I said: “ What can you expect
the teachers to do il the department treats them
so, il the Madras Senate is not behaving proper-
1y towards them, and if the surroundings do
not recognise the supreme importance of the
teaching profession in the economy of the com-
munity” and so we blamed everybody right
round. We traced no part of the responsibility
of the Guild’s forbunes to ourselves. 1 suspect
it is the same story still. The teachers would
not like sither their eritics or themselves, when
they eriticise, to bring home to themselves any
part of the responsibility.
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Butf now I stand as an outsider and if in that
capacity [ can see more clearly at all thon [
would say to them “ just turn the search light
mwards.” I come from a counbry where you
cannot say that the teaching profession hag
either enjoyed or ig at Dresent onjoying  greator
advantages than the teaching profession in his
countlfy. [t is an unorganised profession and
_“191'6 18 no system of training known and there
18 hardly one among thom who is evon s Mabri-
cula‘te.. $t111 you may think that perhaps they
re enjoying a greab deal of sympathy and sup-
porb from the local administration. Nothing
Woulfl be further from the truth. The fact is
that in the course of the enquiry conducted hy
the recent Bducation Commission, the Chair-
man of the Commission, himself a member of
the Kixecutive, frankly told us that the adminis-
tration were, from a political point of view,
conducting & campaign against the Indian com-
munity and that one of the ways in which they
punished the community was to cut off the
funds set apart for Indian Bducation. You can
well understand therefore the conditions of
discouragement and despair in which the pro-
fession there carried on their dutics. But for a
wonder the annual inspection reports bear testi-
mony to the zeal which the profession bring to
baar upon their work; and to the excellence of
thoir results, which they say exmpare favourably
upon the whole with the results achieved in the
neighbouring  Furopean schools where the
teacher and the faught work in conditions which
aro the most propitious, for the administration
stinted no fund and afforded every possiblo
encouragement to the work of education
among their own population. Well, it appears
to me therefore that a good deal is possible
whero the profession itself is animated with zeal
for its work and is determined that the sur-
roundings emidst which they work must be
kept as far as possible away from the influencing
work which goes on inside the school. I am
not mentioning that for the purpose of compari-
son, but you would naturally expect mo {or some
time yot to be full of the trouble with which I
was grappling during the 20 months I was away
from you and you must thevefore allow me now
and then to cast an eye back, were it only to
enable one to see how things contrast between
India and S. Africa.

Another point of view which just struck me
as Mr. Subramania Alyar was reading his paper,
is quite worth mentioning, Mr. Subramania
Aiyar drew, I think, a picture which does not
fill one with hope of gladness. I think he merely
brought us to the death-bed of the educabional
prolession. He was looking forward to the ex-

piry of this monster, he did not say, ill-begotten
but ho eertainly said mis-shaped, ill-proportion-
ed, anaemic with diseased blood soursing throu-
g}l the parts and loaving other parts in a condi-
tion whore you wero in doubt whether it would
bo best fo have a littlo of the blood or to go on
without it. I hardly think that the Madras
Teachers” Guild, if it shaves that view of the
condition of education, could be said to work
with hops and with zeal. I do hope for the
intorests of the presidency, for the honour of
the department and for the honour due to the
ministry which taking tho suffrage of the people
is now conducting the sphere of oducation, for
the honour of all that, things ave a good deal
better, that we may well look forward to a long
life for education of usefulness and well applied
vigour. It is quite oasy to pick out all the un-
promising conditions and sit down and weep
There is enough, I amt suve, in the best ordered
gocleby bo justify a picture of that typo. But I
cannot think of the great progress that hag been
done since I ceused to bo a teacher without feel-
ing that quanstitatively and even qualitatively
the progress cerbainly is remarkable. (Mr. Subra-
mania Ailyar. [ adinit it.) My, P, A, Subramania
Alyar says that ho adinits that fact. T am glad he
does s0. [ean got him to admit some obher facts
also. There is such a thing as an inequality or
a disproportion if that is a more accurate word,
botwesn qualitative and quantitative progress.
Dub it will take much more than what Mr. Sub-
ramania Alyar has put togother in hig papet to
produce in 1o tho condition that great quanti-
bubive progress is possible practically speak-
ing without some progress qualitatively ag
well.

Speaking about the condition of primary edu-
cation, I do mnot remember a time since the
world wasg created when missionaries did not
criticise rural education. Roports upon reports
Lhave been published. You read the state of
things in IEngland and in America where neither
monoy nor zeal has been wanting. Read about
the condition of primary education there to-day.
You find the same note of pessimism struck by
a certain class of eritics. \We never were pleased
with the way in which our children are growing
up. We want so much for them which was
denied to us in our own time and which we
feign would give them. It is a very laudable
feeling. I quite sympathise with all reforms
whether in education or in any other sphere.
But when they base their advocacy of the re-
form programmes upon the ery ‘all is rotten
now and we are very near the unmentionable
pblace, then I begin to think that their zeal for
reform i3 not accurately informed. I should

105

like even then a reformer to have a little faith,

even in his own reform programime. f tar
Take next the condition even of secons v

education. You will of course say that I am

i ibi d I have no
h with the comhbxops an ﬁ

gﬁgi(r)lfaj;ltlg :i:ématise. Some time ago we llaO‘d
to ask ‘yea.r after year for pormission ’ fpr m um-
ci Lzmlitieq and local bodies to take their proper
l?c in secondary educabion. But we were
}:)oilt?nua.lly warned oft by dlsgruntleq ed ucz},-‘
tionalists that local bodies ough't to l;egm their
eﬁ(?orts and end their efforts \Vltiliprlma,g'y 81(111'1-
thing at alln

Ation, that they should do mno g 1L
ggngéor:gary field leaving that to private elfort
a,ised by the department. Whenl Ifret:lnembler tlmg
ing t the sphere o

g state of things when Ile sph

leﬁcmei’on I almost envy t;hose that work in the
field of secondary sducabion to-day, Vyh‘en (:,h.ey
find themselves surrounded byl .m}ummpahttnlez
. e . X
al bodies on all 51deb’ which are on .
?’vrllillgc I am sure, better financed and better

managed than the private schools of which a few
=

typical instances were given by Mr. Subramania

Aiyar. I almost begin to !:hink that b‘ho e'dlvl‘C&(;
$ional millennium, for which we wele‘ })11':13 Vl‘lt:i,
has at last begun to appear. I\fow,]nabuxz? y \\r}t i
go many schools lying about in closo mo}fllm l. y
there is perhaps a wmut'of co-ordination, %f, m.@yv
he there is.a little unwise competbition, 11 may
Le that the new class of people who .ha.ve' egun
to take interest in local self-gpve}'nlng; ]I‘lstl‘tl}-
tions like municipalities and dxst'rlcb bomds{’u‘e
not {ully aware of the responsbility they1 m;i a%-.
take when big secondary schools come unc er xleu
sway. It istrueno doubt that some peopie p néy
pranks they do not u_nderstand. Will “mt[;’tf:' o
of things last indefinitely ? will they nob .entll]
to understand ? are we uot as publ}c men .m te]-
rested equally in edugatpn and in the grow é
of self-governing insbitubions and do e no
wish as a final consummation that c.aduclat”lon
and local self-government and other vital )mni
ches of the nation-building programme should
meet together some day and ovolve a cc?lnm'(?‘n
Indian nation? If in this process some miscarrl-
age of efforts takes place, if a few foohsh' Ecoph?
niismanage things, if a scl‘lo_OI that Lnew better
days falls away in eflicieney and if a school

. caliges sorrow to those at work within the wall_s,

are we for that reason to thrpw up our hands 11;
despair and say that everything has gono wrong?
In spite of my f{riendship f'or Mr. bubramal}m
Aiyar and the great regard in w].nch I hold him
and the work which he is doing in this school, a
school which is dear to me for many other

. reasons, in spite of every temptation, I simply

rgfuse to join him in striking the same uote.of
pessimism with which he would perhaps wish

meo to open the proceedings to-day. I hope the
procecdings of the Madras Teachers’ Guild will
be animated by a spirit of hope.

Now one word about the way in which the
Teachers’ Guild should stand, if I may say so
with the department. My recollection goes back
to the times when sometimes we enjoyed the
favour of the department and the officials of the
department treated us with respect and listened
to our representabions with attention. I ean
also remember other times when the responsible
officials of the Madras Guild fell away from
grace in those exalted quarters. And I suppose
some of the officials of the department, some
of whom in their faded glory I see here,
would perhaps have regarded us as so many
nuisances and consigned us to the dark corners
of that wrong place. A department, proud of
ibs work and having its own statistics beauti-
fully piled up, may sometimes be pardoned if it
forgets the human material with which it had
to deal. I have known times when the director of
Public Instruetion was so much in love with the
statistics and the reports that he actually forgot
to interview the people and keep in  touch with
the living conditions of his own department,
Such things do happen. But T must mention
to vou something which for tho first time I
noticed in Scuth Afriea.

Now in that country demoeracy is vory young,
and rather proud of itself. People who have
gob possession of the vote not only enjoy it but
exercise it, and, for a wonder, you realise there
more cortainly than you do in this country how
professions like law, teaching, engineering and
medicine oxercise within their own spheres
powers over themselves and over their general
surroundings very much beyond the expectation
of one like me, who is aware only of Indian ¢on-
ditions. Take for instance, the profession that
we are directly concerned with—the teaching
profession., I was fortunate enough to be invi-
ted as the Agent of tho Government of India
aud as a person who individually seemed to he
interested in cducational matters, once to be
present ab the annual session of the body there
which corresponds to the Madras Teachers’
Guild,—wviz., the Natal Teachers’ Association.
It is an irrelevant fact at this moment that it
does not include a single Indian teacher, for the
Natal Teachers are all whites and it never occurs
to them that there are such people as Indian
teachers thero. Iut that is part of the psycho-
logy of the white man of that country. Bug
what did I see there ? Being interested in com-
paring it with the Madras Teachers’ Guild, I
asked foi ligures and I was told that of all the
teachers employed there, in one capacity or in
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f_a,not.her.\vhether under Governm
:z(sitl‘tzﬁéogsélggg:‘lqt 9f3.§)r 94 {Jut of every “hund-
rhaht anourer of 1 » Paic their subseriptions
5 gh, remembered that the hody was
?l.wef all through the ysar and not like the
g g happened to them. We do
{I\Zisﬁgﬁ, é(il_"e ‘t’b.\\"d:l'ot here that the Madras
Leacher: id cannod do much  unless we
loln it, and unless we add our efforts to the
work that it does. Somohow or other, the
man asks bofore joining " what has the guild
dono for me?” That is our way. DBub that iy
not the way of those who in democratic institu-
tions .\yi§l\ to inake their influence folt. Now
no politician of any cousequence, no one who is
a member of the Liocal Legislative Council or the
Assembly and the Union Parlisment has a
chance uniess he cultivates this Natal Teachers’
Association. They are all voters themselves
and also canvassers. ISach one having the vote,
will also see that the vote is cast in favour of
his nominees, Candidates, therclore, tor legisla-
tive honours must go to these people, not only
for their votes but  the voses ol those In whom
they ave interesteld.  When therefore the soviety
holds its annual Conference, you see not mervely
a few disgruntled teachers but vou see the Lig
men, candidates for offices, men who ave either
nmembers of Parliament or who ave liksely to Le
members of Parliament, trooping and tumbling
one over another, asking to hs given an opportu-
nity of speakiung so that they may get on thoe
platform and promise all sorts of beausiful
things. Quite naturally, therelore, that body
when it puts forward anything withia tho
bounds of moderation and reas.n will bo listen-
ed to and they will get what they want. And
there is no doubt that is the case. At the session
that I attended, I found not merely the officers
of the departiment attending reverentislly and
respectlully to the speeches that weve made, but
the administrator of the province was there with
his whole statf, that is to say, the Governor. He
attended as he wanted to know what the teachers
wera saying, what the profession held as opinions
upon public matters, and when the President,
who was a headmaster of the school, had deliver-
ed his pronouncement and one or two others
had made complimentary speeches, the Governor
or administrator stood up to make a speech,
Then oflicers of departments were instructed to
be in attendance and help with facts and figuves
g0 that criticisms may not ho passod in ignor-
ance or in haste and then bad feelings allowed
to be developed between the department and the
profession which would mean evil to both sides.
Now how does it contrast,withthe siate
of affairs here? It is very amusing to

ent or in private

think what would bhe said for examplo, if a
gentleman like Mr. Subramania Aiyar were rash
enough to invite the Deputy Director of Publie
Instruction to come heve and listen to the de-
bato. I would like to see what reply he would
geh. 'T_his happens not only to the Natal Tea-
O}IGI.'H Nociety, which ignores the existence of
Indxl:m teachers. A few days later our own
Indian toachers held their own annual session.
Very naturally I attended also ; that body ecuri-
o.usly enough is living in an atmosphere of
liberty. That ig a great thing. Though them-
selyes without the vote and without the power
of influencing the vote, they also veccived a part
o'f t}le consideration which the Natal Teachers’
Socicty gets. Officers of the deparbment attended
there also and were quite willing to give advice.
In' fact that seems to bo the general feature of
thmgs there. What would you say if when our
Indla,n National Congress held its sittings theve,
just three days before I left, nearly every depart-
ment, the postal department, the Commerce
department, the Education dopartmens, and the
Liabour department in particular, sent their
representatives, men of the rank of secretaries
or under-secretaries, They all attended and as
often as a subject came up, in which they were
intarested, the meeting proposed s resolution
hut would not pass on to vote until the officer
had heen given an opportunity of having his say.
Invarviably the officer put in some word or other.
Sometimes he defended the policy and sometimes
he said “ this is a thing of which I was not
aware ; and I will boll iny department that they
ought to pay attention to this.”

Now that ought to give you an idea at once of
how a people having got the vote and learnt to
appreciabe it, are regarded as final repositories
of all social and political power to which the
officers are bound every now and then to render
a faithful account. You see how at once the
whole thing is transformed. You have the
people and the officials working together, the
dopartments always trying to understand the
wishes of the people of whom they regard them-
selves-—I can assure you—not as masters but ag
servants. You have an atmosphere then which
is something of which we ordinary Indians have
no idea. These are things which I saw myself
and when I tell you that the things which hap-
pened to the Iuropean happened also to the
Indian, although he mayhe without a vote, be-
cause that is the way things are shaping in that
country, you can soce at once how eoven without
political power directly, it is possible for us to
live in ways of self-respest in a place where
self- respect is the ordinary mental atbitude.

I wish that democracy even in this country
proceeded a little more rapidly, that those who

. come tho temporary
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. d quarrel
tes learn not t0 'dw1de an ‘
?mtzchghdee:’(:aid of the official that he take his
)\'l ser place and that he come to us. That 13
}::)Z:iblo only where instead of asklngT'J coir;lt;mus(s:tlty
‘ 1 be respecbed, wo go about respect-
foat VZS i};ronmcoﬂicimls. Here, too often 1s the
;gﬁdoclncv' visible of & member gf the puhh{c, Sl{)‘%ak;
ing T eial somebimes in  tones of - abjec
s Ith'im (g{fit other times, especially .w‘hen he
KL through the press, writing as

| n 2
wiolds 5 0 ag addressing a personal menial
¢

tg:;lfr]:c thtwis quite the common thing in the
s .

of educational establishments. I shou11d
i ddress a word if I may to those people
bie to'a w placed in charge of secondary
e &110 rtl;h)l)liShments. I was myself 2 11.19mb0r
(S)?Zz?,eﬁ; private establishments 1n myI L-ll]leiveg

ot honestly say that at any time “1?03 t
fx{:::;iliating traatment. I knew well how to

meet such cases and when a :nmt _ltmf)tw:‘“hmi/s:,lz
do so, ha generally does n(‘u %e 1n&c3Jge.~ L
still, believe me, that in a gléia ma )(s;sms;on »
who suddenly find then}selvcs 11} g} 3 I?mjmti(m
authority do not recognise always nz 1' itation
hat authority. It 13 tﬁe commonest exporien?
of b ) 1in the tender relations

in family life, ovel o]
e‘;Cfna.ther and  sons and husband and wite tlhat;
s(m)uthority is most veal and most respectel when

it is held bagk from .view as fa,r.‘ as .]‘)«);sflg)\lc ;3‘1
that the open asserbion of authovity 1s <)’ ulo );“
upon the obther side with an equzmlly1 (.)1)7;1 co] s
diabion. Nevertheless, you sec, f01‘ mst ‘m)‘L ,er‘
Municipal cstablishments so:net.un?s 11 §;]TZ\§;
and the rate-payer's rjcm'esentatlyea o_111 ‘ ; Town
Boards speaking especuhllly to their grluc.m ?p o

ployess in thoir schools 1n tones wlng 1 cel :Utlz
would be considered impossible between gentle

mell.

The mere fach that T belong 6o t]le temclln%lfg
profession and  thab I accept servico uOnr et;lhi
municipal body does not degrale mei; \ n"l‘ JI
other hand, the municipal body ought v ot )(? ¢ ‘Ll
to have in their employ a man of my thnt]ulst ‘Lpf
they should go about r:mt!\er ]ﬂ't)uﬂ 0 W 1cu-
cumstance, instead of b‘cmg anxious t<')‘ E 10“{;
that they have gob in ﬂ)el}' SerVICo z\A cettnin Sle
of people who ave B. As and M. A's (Lrlr. W 1().
have to wait at their doors for one t’u.ng ot
another. When I was a member of the staff of
the Municipal High Schogl at Mayavaram ?omg
years ago, thab muanicipality had the misfortuns
every now and then to pass under wl\:_xt I cannot
but deseribe as the malignant ocecultation. Some-
times a petty tahsildar, for instunce, wou1.d 'be-
occupant of the mu_mcnml
chpir. For three or four mpnths during the
time till another regular chairman takes s

place we used to havea rough tims, Once
there was one of those tahsildars who, as soon
s he beeame municipal chairman for the time
being, passed an order promptly that no teacher
employed in the Municipal High School should
leave the place even on a Sunday without
his previous permission. Just imagine the
consternation. Of course, the rule was not
respected ab all.  That was a silly order which
paturally caused acute resentment. In any
other healthy organisation, an order of that kind
would not survive a week. Promptly it would
bo cancellad by the upsurging of public opinion.
But in such a small hole as Mayavaram, we
suffored from it and explapations had to be
offered, fines were levied and refunds were
made in some cases and refused in obhers.
All kinds of complications took place for three
long months bolore we got redress. By that
time the amount of bitterness and 1ill-feeling
causel bebtwean the municipal officers and the
teaching establishment was by no means good
even to the discipline of the school. You would
not need any effort of imagination to counsider
how it was quite impossible through those three
miserable months even for the actual school dis-
cipline o be effective. Such things, I thought,
were the peculiar misfortune of those who serv-
ed in the former generation. But what was
my surprise when the very day 1 came to Madras
T learnt of an exactly parallel circumstance in a
small municipality. .That municipality had been
assembled together upon urgent summons of 21
lours and by a resolution strangely unanimous
the salaries of the entire staff were cut dowa by
25 to 33 per cent.—an all-round cub, and the
bolt came from the blue. No one knew and no
one hal complained or had started the remotest
cry that the municipality was being overburde-
ned and the rate-payers were groaning under
the rates and that therefore the educational
establishment must be cut down. Nothing of
the kind was known or suspected and yet it
apponred o the chairman-—one of those tempo-
ravy occulting agencies—that he ought to signa-
lise his advent in that critical situation by
causing something like a vevolution. It does,
I think, show how much things have moved
even in the Madras Presidency, that this evil
was prompbly rectified within about three or
four days, and that an equally lightning meet-
ing was held and that the wholo thing was can-
colled and the teachers are in receipt of their us-
ual salarics. What do you think of a society in
which such things can take place? As the lady
said in the drama, ** If theso things happen, they
may also unhappen”’ and unhappen prebty
quickly too. :



e —————

108

T was saying to the gentleman who erxmplain-
ed to me about this state of things that tho
mere fact that he is a school-mastor does not
exempt him from the vieissitudas of publie life,
These things are bound to happan,  esposially in
a community like ours whoere lards classes
hitherto kept out of th franchise and it3 enjoy-
ment are coming for the first time info its pos-
session.  When thoy have cortain powers placed
in their hands, they cannot but think in their
narrowness and ignorance that the power placer
in thoeir hands is best exorcised only when it iy
exercised soas to hurt others. This is a very
natural feeing in the case of those who are new
to it, and some of us who are hettor elucated
than others and who know therclore the tempta-
tion which civiec power ecarries along with it,
must be prepared in their own persons oceasion-
ally to hear these inconvenicnces of teasing.
But some day you shall learn to approcinte the
beauty, the uselulness and the high fertility of
your work. But whether we show it in ways
you approve or show it somoebimes in ways yon
may not approve, remembeor that we ave all parts
of one large organisin  which 15 lewrning to
understand its own unity and that il sometimes

nark clashes against part it {s verhaps a passing
phase—and it may be, a nocessary phase,—for
the falness 9( that great growth into a nation
towards whieh under Providence—and so far ag
we can soo all signs point—the whole of India is
moving.,

. T am very glad indoed to declare the procead-
ings of the Madras Teachers' Guild open and I
hope tl‘mt bobween you and the department of
education as well as the #eneral publie, thig
healthy and mutual trustful relations w’ill be
eﬁtle)lislle<l which ave so necessary for educa-
ttonal as {or other progress, and with the experi-
enco and the freadom of ona who onee belonged
to youand who is in spivit wish you to-day
though not actually in profession, I venturé to,
utter this solemn word just befors [ reiume my
scat—thab if things are not albogether as you
would wish them, if other people do not treat
you as you wish to be treated, if pupils or par-
enbs or the genoral public do not give all that
vou ask for, depend upon it, he who watches
the whole from a distance and without pre-pos-
session, upon a calm and impartial survey of all
bhe relabive facks will not acquit you altogether
of some shave of the responsibility.

NORTH ARCOT TEACHERS GUILD.

The half-yearly meeting of the North Areot
Toachers’ Guild was held on the 23¢d, February
1929, commencing at 2 .M. in  the Cobh
Memorial Hall, Voorhees Collogo, Vellore, with
Mr. Thomas Harris, B.A., [T\, the Prosident
in the chair. Mr, I. M. Jesudasan, B.A. I.T,
Principal, Danish Mission ITigh  School,
Tiruvannamalai, delivered an interesting lecture
on ‘A Reconstruction of our Tiduecational
systems'. (Publishod elscwhore). A koen dis-
cussion followed in which a large numher of
members took part and a committee was oloctod
to draft a report on the Roorganisation of
Secondary Education.

The following resolutions were then passod :—

(1) In view the fact that employeesof TLoeal
Boards and Municipalities are allowed to con-
tribute 1/12 of their pay for the Provident Funpd
in G.O, No. 4,309, I.. & M. dated 26th October,
1928, this Guild requests the Government $o
increase the contribution payable by teachers to
the Provident Fund for teachers in nou-pen-
sionable service to a pereentago’of 81 on the pay
instead of the present percentage of 6§ on the
pay mentioned in Rule 3.

(2) The members of the N. A. Teachers' Guild
congratulate DMessrs, C. Doraiswami Ayya,

B.A, B.I., Thomas Ilarris, B.A., I.T., and S
Srinivasa Alver, B.A., 1T, M.R.A S, on their
election to the Dt. Secondary Tducation Board
hy tho Managements, headmasters, and staffs
other than hoeadmastors of Secondary Schools
in the District.

Messrs. C. Sanjiva Rao, B.A., L.T., and James
Rajaratnam were elected as auditors.

The President placed before the house letters
from Professor S.K. Yegnanaravana Aiyar, and
Mr. T. S. Venkatramanan, expressing their in-
ability to attend and wishing success to tho
meeting.

The house then adjourned for Lunch.

After Lunch Mr. George S. Isaae, B A., L.T,,
delivercd an instructive address on ' Adult and
Mass Education.” After a lively discussion on
the scope of Adult Education, the Guild express-
ed its svimpathy and support to the Scheme of
Adult and Mass Education.

With a vote of thanis proposed by the Secret-
ary to the President, Lecturers, Delegates, and
the Principal of the Voorhees College, the meet-
ing terminated.

- glory,
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TOPICS FROM PERIODICALS.

ir, Michael *Sadler in an Address given at
theS]X)n?lua.l Meoting of the Engllsh soction of
the New Education Felloyvslnp, says of .Exa.m]-
nations and their place In English Education,
“ England, now that China has changed, is It!lef
classic land of Examinations.... It is the chie
of the English examination syste?m that it
d honest. Scandals are practically un-
hich so much depends there
putation of ths Xnglish
inations roe and small, Blementary or
e):lifrar,lrllzggloril;’ i?)gnullied. It is note_worthy ‘th W
i&n these cgonfests though the reputation of tine.ie
schools, the professional repute of the teac 11e13,
and the prospect of the candidates aﬁe invo vef
in their resulbs, some e}ement of the_ ‘ton.e 0
the schools and universites, some a.ntxs'e;ittxc in
public opinion, guards the candidates agains any
temptation to play foul. Sensible regulatlwns are
part of these safeuards. But the real preven-
tive is a sense of honour. i ‘ i
rvwhere lare examinations immun
fl.oljn()t chugtion. There is a coun}:ry “]’—}‘mf,h
has imported its examination system‘ ron}f Jll']lt—‘-
land and finds that it gives 2 gavour to lfl e 1;?
chutney te cold meat. In one of her u,.mwouE
univetsities, I have ssan the pljmta:l (-;Oz)lej 0
examinabtion papers 10§ked againsh Ia,wgn') in
double cages of steel as if they were secur‘ltlesl11}
the strong room of a bank! An1 there are tales
of Printers sitting on the damp type of examlr'l-‘
ation papers and finding the impression on thotr
white dhesis profitable !

is clean an
known, In testston w
is no cheating. The re

In the History of Education in Ninsateanth -

Century England Examinations were destined to
render a service even greater ﬁha,.n that of protect-
ing patrons from designs on their good nature, or
of stimulating competitive ambitions in the minds
of industrious apprentices (purposes for .Whlch
Examinations were first thought of by RI'ChFM'.(’l
Busby,the Headmaster of Wgstmmmter 1633-95,
and later used). They saved independent s.chool's
from the threatenad monopoly of an umnte!h-
gent and one-sided State control. Our examin-
ation system has protected the a.ubonoxr}y o.f in-
dependent Secondory Schools Examinations,
hy an external authority provide what appears
to be a common standard of value by which the
intellectual achievements of pupils from a  grea$
variety of schools can be a,ssessqd }Vlthout
interference in the internal organisation and
regulations of the institutions from which tl3e
pupils come. The impeccability ‘of this
ebmmon standard of value is more disputable
than its earlier advocates believed. In England,

5

Examinations are too deeply rooted, for it to be
possible to extirpate them except after a revolu-
tion. They are too convenient to be wholly dig-
pensed with. For good and evil, they fit in
with the Fnglish Psychology-—with the state of
mind which wants to be sure that teachers and
pupils are doing their work up to a decent level,
which believes in prolding the careless and the
indolent, and which doss nob take very seriously
any risk of inteilestual over pressure...And it
must be added our examinations are too remu-
nerative to be scrapped without rvesistance!...
Examinations are the English destiny ! !”

The Bane of Examinations.

Says Siv Michael, “Sir Philip Hartog exelaims,
‘Examinations test and can test, that part of a
man’s or & Woman's education in which it is
useful and necessary to think and act more or
less on a model...The attitude of working to do
what he believes soine one else will think best is
an attitude which tends to kill originality., I
suspect that the examination system is cap able
of doing more subtle and permament harm fo
English wits than drink. The ordinary parent,
the prize distributing member of parliamnent, the
dutiful administrator in Whitehall or in a local
¢ lucation office, cannot be said to realise the far
reaching effects of the growing system of exami-
nations. There are intermittent eruptions of
criticism, but the general run of us take tho
svstem for granted, ruefully in some cases. faba-
listically in mosk. 8o, in the eighteenth century
did te English people take the slave trade!

The Remedy.

For the more mechanicalpurposes of education
the examination system is rather a good device.
But itg effects on education as an art is devastat-
ing. It1is more in harmony with the normal
convenience of ths paople who never break new
ground in knowledZe and in art than with the
needs of the creative mind. Yet how mach
does not mankind owe to the originality of a
few individuals!

We cannot abolish examinations, but we can
mend them-..... This thing can be done—

(1) if the examination results take into
account the teachers’ confidential and candid
reports on tha work which each candidate has
done at school and tha qualities of mind and
character which he has evinced,

(9) if the examinations so reconstituted
and so widened in their outlook are used ouly
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as qualifying tests and not as the basis of com.
petitive awards of scholarship or prizes or of
places in an order of merib among candidates in
a numbor of schools whose different judgments
it would be difficult to equate with suflicient
certainty to warrant close discrimination bet-
ween the merits of & multitude of candidates,

(3) it inspection of schools is (as in Gor-
many) closely bound up with the method of
examination for leaving certificates, so that the
oxternal examiners may know befors hand the
teachers on whose verdict the results of the
examinatlon will partly depend, and have
formed a judgment on the intellectual quality
and (so far as can be ascertained by inspection)
the tone of each school concerned, and

(4) if the purses of tha candidates or the
revenues of the schcols or of the Governwmnent
can bear the cost of this more expansive kind of
investigatory test...

Considering what is at stake, there has been
too little Scientific observatien of the mothods
and resuit of the examination system in  Hng-
land. In this field, systomatic research is mnuch
to be desired. It might lead to possible im-
provements-in method. [t might put us on our
guard against doing unintentional mischicf hy
misuse of the indispensahle instrument of ex-
aminations.

Sir, Michael’s ‘if ’s are big and probably in-
superable to our department of Education!
Will the department which is always trying to
reduce the grant-in-aid to schools, we wonder,
ever try to undertuke the investigation suggest-
od by Sir Michael ?

e

The Danish Folk High Schools.

“The Danish "Folk Schools’”, writes Anders
Vedal, Principal. Krabbesholm Folk High
School, Skive, in the eurrent number of the
New Era, ‘are schools for adults. Nearly all of
them are boarding schools, the Principal and the
gtudents living more or less as one great family.
The winter term 1is in most cases for men.
The summer is almost exclusively for women,
Somae Schools provide special courses for advane-
ed students. They are private institutions
owned by a corporation or by a Principal,
though they receive a Government grant. They
are situated chiefly in the country and more than
half the students are the sons and daughters of
small famers. The schools do not prepare for
any trade or profession and there are neither
examinations nor degrees. The main aim
is to provide an education which fits the stu-

dent tolive his own life ; but to the influence
these schools may bo directly attributed the
high average ability, the power ¢f co-operation
and the interest in the common good now,
shown by the Danish agriculturists * * *
The main ajim of these schools is to awaken, to
enliven, and enlighten, For this purpose the
influence of the toachers and their relationship
with the students became of paramount import-
ance. Life is in man; only its image, in books—
Teaching at the Folk High Schools is based on
the "living word,” the revelation of the spirit.”
) Tl‘le author concludes, " sometimes people are
inclined to value the Folk High Schools for their
ability to make men better farmers, better artis-
ans,better producers, hetter co-operators. They
may do this; but the real aim is deeper. 1t
is to heltp men and women to live better and
fuller lives as citizens, as fellow countrymen
and to feel more joy and create more joy."”
s ES * s

The Mass Education Movement in
China.

“ The success of the movement, " writes P, W.
Kuo in the News Bulletin of the world Feder-
ation of Ildueation Associations, January 19929,
“ig in large measure due to the introduction of
the P’ai IHua or colloquial sty'e in writing. For
long the educated Chinese have been accustomed
to the classical style in their writing which {ar
removed from ordinary speech both in Vocabul-
ary and syntax is as unintelligible to the
common people in China as Latin is to the
average luropean or American. The use of
the oolloquial style in writing and the scientifie
Selection of a Vocabulary of about thirteen
hundred most frequently used words which are
sufficient for simple reading and ordinary corres-
pondence offered an easy solubion to the problem
of Illiteracy.... The organisation and super-
vision of the work is carried on by a nabtional
organisation under private auspices known ag
the Chinese National Association for the Mass
Education movement.—The Association has now
acquired aistaff of unusually strong personnel.
They have been able to clear the movement
of political entanglement and to make steady
progress amidst flood, famine and civil strife.”

‘The Movement,” says Kuo,' is by no means
limited to an extensive project of teaching
reading and writing. An intensive experi.
meantal programme is carried on in a restricted
area, the district of Ting H Sien, to discover
the most efficient means of educating the
people. The district isto be made a Moddl
Community, demonstrating to cher parts of
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China the value of and the necessity for work_of
the kind. Such subjects asg civics and sanit-

ation are given emphasis. But perhaps the

most interesting part of the Programme is rais-
ing the economic level of the people by the de-
velopment and demonstration of improved agri-
cultural methods, improvements which do not
involve any radical re-organisation but which

can be easily incorporated in existing methods.”
The far reaching influence of such work cannot
be over-estimated. Considering the advance so
far made in China inspite of her being handi-
capped during the last several few vears, no one
will dcubt the utility and success of such a
movemert in making new citizons of China,
na; for the whole world

NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

(BYy SEARCH LIGHT)

Mysore's Splendid Lead.

The Department of Education in Mysgre hasg,
-deputed some of its teachers tostudy "Recent
developments in  Child Education in the city of
Madras.” The party consists of Mr. C. Krishna-
swamy Rao B.A., Headmaster, Governmens
Training School Hassan, and Secretary, Mysore
Provincial Secondary Education League, Messrs.
D. Sivaramavya, Syed Abdul Razaack, T.
Krishnamurthy, Miss. R. T. Jannkimnmz?, M.A_ ,
and Miss Sakuntala Iyengar. They m'rlved in
Madras early this month and have been visiting
various Schools where the New methods of
Education are tried and used. They visited the
National Theosophical College and School at
Adyar, the Montessori School at Emgorerun
by the Indian Woman's Association. The Lady
Willingdon Training College, The DBentinck
Girls' High School, Vepery, the Ramakns}ma
Students Home, Mylapore and other institutions
in the city. The President of the S.I.T.U., was
at Home to the party at the office of the S.I.T.U.
on Thursday the 21sb instant.

The example of Mysore is well-worth imit-
ation. ‘
* * ®
Education in the Councils.

All the Provincial Legislabures are bus_y‘wlth
their budget discussions. Education Ministers
are often heckled and asked In unambiguous
terms to state their policy In regard to BEdu-

* cation. It is really pleasant to see how Minister

after Minister confesses his lack of policy. Here
is what the Minister for Educa.tion,qubay has
to defend himself with : " The position of the
Education Minister was like thab of the big boy
in a class. As the big boy was always W}-n[_)ped
as a lesson to the other boys, so also the Minister
for Education came in for a larger share of
whipping. Several Members had aqcu_sed him
of committing various sins of commission and

omission, but he would only say in wveply, that
for some of those sins the Finance Member was
responsible since he could not provide more
money.” Ono is inclined to pity this * big hoy ’
of the provincial cabinet t
% * ES

In Madras, things seem to be different. M.
Biswanath Das. in the course of the debate on
Government Educational Pelicy, is reported to
have said, “ the minister is only fond of making
assurances but has not forwarded clear cut
proposals for the linprovement of education in
various directions in all its grades. He has not
done anything to put secondary cducation on a
Statutory basis. No definite step has been
taken to vernacularise secondary educabion
course is spite of steps having been taken to
obtain the opinion of district boards and other
bodies—Large sums (f money were allow-
ed tolapse for want of a regular pro-
gramme in the Educational field.” Member
after member rose to make similar charges.
The Minister in his lengthy reply attemped to
meeb all other charges excepting that of
allowing large sums of money to lapse for want
of a regular programme in the Educational
field ; Nor does he deny it. What does i
mean ?

Re: Secondary Education in Madras, one
remember pointed out that during the regime
of the present minister, the progress made in
secondary education was only "7%. Mr. Arputha-
swamy udayar is reported to have drawn the
attention of the House to the need for Govern-
ment interference in framing suitable rules
re-fixity of tennure. “It was common,” he
said, ‘‘that the teachers in local board
schools are inevitably caught in party polities.
Government should interfere and have rules
framed insisting on fixity of tenure of teachers
and seeing that no teacher was sent out except
for grave misconduct or proved incapacibty’.



Mr. Muniswamy Naidu struck the right note
when he said that the exponditure on secondary
education should primarily be met by provincial
fupds. He exposed the hollowness of the
Ministers’ policy of expansion in secondary
education when he pointed out that even where
taluk boards came forward with proposals for
establishing secondary schools in their area,
the Government turned them down eithor
asking the board to meet the whole cost or by
asking'them to wait till doomsday. Again Mr.
Naidu is reported to have complained bitterly
against the Government policy in regard to
building grants to local boards. He rightly
pointed out that whilo the Govt. could spend
lakhs on extensions'to’the Presidency College, or
Rajamundry or Anantapur colleges, they

hesitated to make grants to school buildings
under local bodies;(
i * *
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The Ministers’ Sad Confession.

But what had the minister to say ? only that

the policy of the Government on the question of
secondary oducabion w

agencies—(ITow ? by ¢
by starving them ?)

as to encourage private
efusing them grants and

Regarding the charge of undue delay in the
matter of the revision of the Grant-in-aid code,
the 1\'[1msbe.r was ab once frank and plain when he
pleaded guilty aund felt sorry that the Govern-
ment was not able still to bring out the new
proposals on that subject. Ile said that the
subject was a complicated affair and he hoped
that the subject would be taken, and new
proposals issued after the council session was

over. Let us wait and hear of those new
proposals !

REVIEWS.

VEERAMANGAI OR THE WARRIOR QULEN,
by Mr. V. Duraisawmy, with a Foreword hy
M. BR. Ry, P. T. Srinivasa Iyargar, Avl, M.a,,
L.T., Price Re. 0-12.0.

This is a historical novel dealing with the
advenburous life of the Warrior-queen, Chand
Bibi. The period of time chosen is momentous
in'the history of Deccan. It sees the fall of
Vijayanagar, the break-up of the Afghan King-
doms of the south, and the untiring efforts of
the Moghuls to establish their suzerainty in
the Deccan. The author has taken great pains
in collecting, and exercised much diserimination
in selecting material for his plot from a hope-
less medley of lengthy anecdotes supplied by
historians and biographers.

The book faithfully portrays the chief charac-
terestics of the time, namely, dynastic Wars,
political unsettlement and the treachery of
ministers. Dilawar Khan’s intrigues, and his
gacreb plans of murder and treachery arouse and
sustain the interest of the readers. The heroine
is brave but womanly ; courageous, but tender ;
strong, but vielding: in short is life-like. The
parts that describe the heroine’s consent to the
marriage, the incidents of Alikhan’-life, his
obtaining from the queen, pardon for the mur-
der of Adil Shah are wonderfully written.

*The story of Abhaskhan’s roscus of zora
and his marriage supplies the romantic

element. The tragedy on which the story ends
is a healthy departure from the traditional path
of the tawnil story-teller.

The style is simple and elegant, and affords
sullicient secope for language-lessons. To the
pupils of High School forms whose chief pabu-
lam for tamil non-detailed study has been
puranic stories and dry-as-dust bocks, and to
the Tamil readers who are suffering from &
surfeit of detective and romantic novels mostly
written in imitation of second-rate English
authors, the book under review will be &
welcome relief. '

The get-up of the book is neat, and the
printing clear. It is commended to the care of
the public in general and educationists in
particular, as one that inspires noble feelings
and kindles good thoughts,

* * %

A manual of Practical Chemistry for High
Schools, by A. L. Narayana Ruo, B.A., L.T.
Headmaster, Board High School, Yellamanc-
halli. Price Rs 2-0-0.

This neat and handy volume will serve ex-
cellently as a guide for practical work to our
8. 8. L. C. Pupils. The book is divided into two
parts, the first part giving instruction for the
performance of exercises, which ate so selected
and graded as will enable the student tb
perform them independently, and the second

giving Notes which serve to co}la,t;e, Summarise
and extend the knowledge gamed by the per-
formance of the s)eb of expe.rlments.. A note—
worthy feature of the book is thatb instructions
are so given that it would obviate chha.mpal
and blind following of them by inserting
questions ab every step which would .ena,ble the
student to think and interpret his observa-
tions.

The book is full of diagrams and one is
pleased to find that these sketches are neat qnd
carofully drawn—Line diagrams, sl']own.]g
clearly the parts of the apparatus asis given 1n
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this book are often not met with in most of
our science books.

The book includes a veryuseful appendix. One
need havdly point out that a book like this, if
placed in the hands of the S. S. L. C. pupils,
studying optional chemistry, will relieve the
teacher of the subject of a great part of trouble
in attending to manipulative details and give
him ample scope to follow thess experiments
with demonstrations, thus making the study
of chemistry instruetive and pleasant.

The book is approved by the Tezt Committes
and it is hoped that the body of chemistry tea-
chers in our schools would freely recommend it

APPENDIX

1

Proceeding of the Director of Public
Instruction, Madras.

C. No. 473 E-29, dated 16th Februaray
1929.

o

It has been suggested that the insistance on
some definite form of agreement-betwen School
Managements and Masters appointed by them
‘would be of advantage not on}y to the masters
in ensuring reasonable securiby of tenurc gf
their posts, but also to the .Mana,gements.m
,preventing teachers from leaving them during
the course of a school year.

Quch an agreement might deal with the
{ollowing points :—
(i) Period of Probation (i) Scale of Pay.
(iii) Leave (iv) Termination of service by either
side.

In the case of qualified tcachers appointed
temporarily there might be also conditions
as bo.

(v) The teacher’s right to vacation salary
after working for a specified uumber of months.

(vi) His right to be put on the permanent
staff after working for a complete year (or two
years) except in a temporary post.

9. The Director will be glad to have the
considered opinions of Officers on the subject,
and on the following points in the same con-
nection :(—

(a) Should such agreement be uniforin
throughout the DPresidency in whole or in
part.
(b) Ts it necessary or desirable to have
any form of arbitration board ? If so, what form
should this take ?

(¢) Isany provisions necessary to prevent
interference with managements as regards em-
ployment ?

B ]

The Tanjore District Teachers' Guild.

The following Memorandum on the question

of the Security of tenure of teachers was adopted
at the Special Meeting of the Guild held at
Kumbakonam on 16—2—1929,
" The Guild requests the Government to
approve of the following rules with a view !;o
ensure the security of tenure of teachers in
aided Secondary Schools and to incorporate the
same as 17 (a) in Chapter III of the Madras
tducational Rules (Sixth Edition) reprint.

1. Every permanent and duly qua.liﬁed. or
certificated teacher in any aided or recognised
school shall be engaged wnder a written agree-
ment with the Governing body terminable on

either side with reasonable notice {one term be
the Governing body and ope month by the
teacher being considered reasonable).

Every permanent and duly qualified teacher
to whom notice of termination of services ig
given shall be apprised of the reasons therefor
and be permitted to make a representation to
the Director of Public Instruction, and the
Governing body should in such a case defer
final action until they have received from the
Director final orders thereon.

2. No duly qualified or certificated teacher
shall be kept on probation for a period exceed-
ing 18 months, without his being confirmed in
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the institution in a substantive appointment.
Every one who is confirmed shall have his
conflrmation communicated to him by the
Governing body in writing stating the post in
which he is confirmed and the salary together
with the scale, if any, attached to it.

3. No member of the staff shall be dismissed
oxcept for gross meglect of duby, misconduct,
or moral turpitude. In all such cases of dis-
missal the Governing body concerned shall
inform the teacher in question in writing of
the charges preferred against him and submit
a copy of the same together with the expla-
nation of the person concerned and the remarks
of the Governing body if any thereon within
15 days from the date of the order, to the
Director of Public Instruction whose orders on
the subject shall be final and binding on all
concerned.

4. In all other cases of punishment, the
Head Master shall enter in the log book pre-
scribed in R. 52 of the Madras Iducational
rules the orders of the Governing body. It
would bhe permissible on the part of any aggriev-
ed person to appeal within a reasonable time
regarding such punishment, to the Director of
Public Instruction who may, for suflicient
reasons, require the Governing body to forward
their explanation to him on the subject for his
final decision.

A Scheme of Practical
work in Geography

for Forms I-1Il.
' " BY

MR. N. SUBRAMANYAM, m.a.L.T.,
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Rs.0 4 0.
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A Progressive Course of
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BY
C. S. KRISHNA AIlYAR, B.A,, L.T.,

(Approved for School Use by the Text-Book Committees, Madras and Cochin.)
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“HINDI PRACHARAK?”
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Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha
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The Hindi Section. Is a help to Hindi learners and gives among other
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“.... THE MADRAS SESSION BIDS
FAIR TO SURPASS THE EARLIER.
CONFERENCES —FDUCATION.

. The S. I. T. U. will have the privilege of holdin.w the}\ne‘).(h’
session o.f the Conference of the All India TFederation OfDTeach ¢
Associations under its auspices in the coming December. 1t isa ers

_ privilege no doubt ; but like all privileges it ¢ . S8 rare
responsibility. 8 onnotes a good deal of

The authorities of the §. T. T. U. had full conf -
they, on its behalf extended the invitation ::)l tfl?: 103‘2323::08 then
last session at Bombay, that they will have the heartiest slllon a,? its
the entire teaching profession in our province in making th Ppoxt. of
.Ma_,dras session, the grand success we all hope it would bge. e coming

A preliminary meeting of the ¢ i

_ : ommittee memb

All-Tndia Feder:tion of Teachers’ Associations (elected at (13;: O:) the

who happened to be in Madras was convened and steps ar;nb:'y)’
ing

all interested in Education as 2 whole in our province

Our readers will be kept informed from time to time of th
progress we make in the matter of orgé;hisa.t-ion and {inance Ae
schoolsand colleges are now olosing for the summer holidays a .d !
work would thergfgre start in right earnest when the nexl:y Ac nd 01.1r
year begins. Meanwhile we ‘request our readers to visua.l?' e
magnitude of the task we have undertaken and think about thlse the
and means for accomplishing it successfully. ek

Canp, KoDAIRANAL, } S. K. YEGNANARAYANA AIYAR

15th April 1929, President, S.I.T. U
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OUR SECONDARY EDUCATION *

BY

Mr, K. S. Adppaswami Ayyar, District Educational Officer, South Arcot

1. The need for Educational Experi-

ments. °*

The need at the present moment in
our ﬁeld of national service is not merely
for an army of conscientious routiners but
for quite ‘a number of men who possess
mental boldness and initiative and will use
those powers to experiment and discover,.
As many of our teachers as possible should
have the laudable ambition of contributing,
year after year improvements great and
small, to the Educational system, that are
based on their own experiments. There is
indeed a wide field for educational experi-

ment. We have to evolve more perfect
curricula and syllabuses, to find out how to

improve the organisation of school work and

. to discover more and more effective methods
‘of teaching and learning.

2. Our Secondary School syllabuses—
How they are prepared.
" Take the case of our school syllabuzes.

" They are all made for the class teacher by

others. These others are in many cages

————— e

lacking in that direct and intimate experi-
ence that the class teacher alone can have
Their knowledge of the subject is no doubi;
greater and they have a certain amount of
experience of class work. Dased on that
knowledge and that limited actual experience
they frame programmes of work. Sometimes
t?ey malke these programmes particularly -
simple in ovder that these may be easily
workable in all the varying circumstances
of the schools for which they draw them up
and leave it to good schools to adopt more
ambitious programmes,

3, Syllabuses are only tentative pro-
grammes to be tested and improved.

The proper way of viewing .all such
syllabuses is to look on them as suggestive
and experimental programmies. .The duty
of the class teacher does not consist in
merely working out these syllabuses. He
must find out whether the syllabuses are
adequate and suitable and what additions
and modifications may be made. Syllabuses
must thus be reviewed and revised from year

* A paper read at the 20th Pr. Educational Conference held at Chidambaram,
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to year in the light of experience. The
intelligent class teacher has no unimportant
part in this work. So far as the syllabuses
of the lower forms are concerned the class
teacher is the last of the serics of professional
people dealing with them. They are (1) the
person or body of persons issuing type syl-
labuses, (2) the Headmaster, (3) tha specia-
list in the particular subiect on the staff of
the school and (4) the class teacher, respec-
tively. But though last, the class teacher
is not the least important of these profes-
sionals. Tt is to help in the class teacher’s
work that the others function and this fact
should be fully realised both by him and by
those others. A syllabus that is issued to
the class teacher must coma bhack from him
annotated improved and amplified—a per-
fect round of thought and experience. But
what is the actnal state of things to-day?
Questioning the class teacher re:—the syl-
labus, one finds that he looks upon the
syllabus as something which he dare not
question, something which he is not called
upon to improve. He isnot to find out
why, hisis ‘to do and die.” Such an atti-
tude is fatal to educational advance and must
as early as possible give place to a more
intelligent, self-reliant, and responsible atti-
tude. The class teacher must take greater
and greater share in the making of sylla-
buses and it mnst be his duty as much as
anybody else’s to make experiments with
gyllabuses.

4, Remarks on the Syllabus, in Ele-
‘mentary Mathematics in our Schools.

I will now offer by way of illustration
criticisms on some of our current syllabuses,
Take the syllabus in Mathematics in the
lower Sccondary Forms. We must take

into consideration three points. First the
previous knowledge, i.e.. the knowledge of
pupils who have completed the fifth class
course and seek admission into form I,
(2) the time allotted for the subject of
Mathematics, in the 1st three forms, (3) the.
knowledge that may be considered needed
and suitable for pupils of the 1st three
forms.

On comparing the current syllabuses for

the 5th standard or class and the 1st Form
we will find that there is not enough addi- -

tional knowledge proposed to be “given in
Form I requiring five periods and six periods

a week. This observation applies to courses -

in Forms Il and IIT also. Thereis not work

provided in the syllabuses of each of these °

forms enough for the 180 to 200 periods
which this subject now gets in the course of
a year. We cannot argue from the size of

the text hooks and the number of sums .

given in them, that the syllabuses are
adequate; for, with a thin syltabus, book-
makers and class teachers solve as best
as they can the problem of finding work for
all the one hundred and eighty periods.
Class teachers teach over and over again
known principles laying the flattering unc-
tion to their Souls that they are giving a

more thorough and fundamental treatment -

to partially understood ideas and principles
or they compel pupils to do numerous-shail

I say innumerable—problews of little value. "

1t is o superstition that the greater the num-
ber of sums a pupil works the greater will

be the knowledge of Mathematics that he

gets and the more is the good he does to his

mathemetical faculties and thus problem"‘.

solving becomes an  interminable process
and thereis an enormous waste of time. We

can avoid this waste of time by either adding
more to the, syllabus or by reducing the
number of periods devoted to this subject to
three per week. The reputation .of Elem'en-
tary Mathematics as an importa.n.t sub?ect
has secured for it, five and even six periods

"a week. though it has not a wide confent as

taught in our schools, whereas t-he f&tf of
the no less important and much wider M?-
mentary Science, including as it does or a,s.;(;
should such subjects as Physics zu_ad Chemis-
try, Physiology and Hygiene and st';udy of
Plant Life, Animal Life, and the Minerals,

" Gardening and Agriculture is to have two

periods a week allotted for it. I can give

two reasons why more work has not been

" provided in Mathematics. One is that the

syllabus’m&ker is afraid that the work of
the 5th class or standard may not have be?n
properly done, that a large number of Pupﬂs
without a proper grounding in the Primary
department of our educational system may
pe seeking admission to the first form and he
wishes to produce a syllabus that will be
easy for all. The other reason is the stan-
dard of Elementary Mathematics for the

- Gchool Final Examinaticn is so low that

there is no need for and no use in advancing
to any considerable extent the pupil’s Ma-
thematical knowledge in Forms I, 11, IIL.
Between these two considerations those
papils that ave fit foradvanced work in
Mathematics are made to mark time. To

. the question why the 8. 8. L. C., syllabus is

low can be given one answer, that being a
compulsory test for all pupils seeking admis-
sion to College classes it has to
'be as simple as possible so as
;lot to prevent pupils good in other subjects
but weak in Mathematics from pursuing
College studies. Another answer is that the
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standard of attainments of pupils that come
from the III Form to the IV Form is low and
so more than what isat present done can-
not be done mForms IV to VI. We are thus
moving in a vicious circle, I do not blame
anybody in particular for the existing state
of things. But the vicious circle must be
broken and the sooner we dare to doit the
better.

5. The low standards of our Secondary
Schools and the need for raising the Stan-
dard. .

Without going into any further details I
would place before you my view, that in a
number of School subjects we must be able to
do much more than what we are doing. The
first three forms seem to be the most barren
part of our educational course. We could
easily do in these forms more in Mathema-
tics, more in Science and more in Indian
languages. Teachers of Secondary Schools
are in a position to so raise the standards as
to make it impossible for Elementary
Schools to compete with them and need not
seek the aid of educational and other autho-
rities to help them against that competition.
Let us consider the differencein facilities
that exist between the fourth class of a
secondary school and the 4th standard of an
lilementary school, or between the Second
Form of a Secondary school and the seventh
standard of an Elementary school. The
teachers of the Secondary school are in most
cases of higher qualifications than the tea-
chers of the corresponding standard of the
Elementary School. Thatis difference No. 1
The Equipment available namely - apparatus
and appliances is fuller. The accommoda-
tion and other conditions of work are usual-
ly better. That is difference No. 2. The
teachers of the Lower Forms and Classes of
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a Secondary School arc under the direct gui-
dance of L. T"s.  That is difference No. 3.
The department has invested the Sceondary
Schools with greater prestige. That is diffe-
rence No. 4. As against these advantages
there is of course the disadvantage which I
do not belittle, that school-fees are  higher,
Have the Sccondary Schools made fuall use
of the four advantages mentioned above ? 1
am not sure they have. The competition
between the Ilementary School and the
Secondary School wherever it exists is due
in part at least to the not high enough stan-
dards of the Secondary Schools.

There isagain the widespread belief that
the period of school education is unduly long
considering the knowledge imparted, and
could be easily shortened. This belief is
acted upon when parents provide education
at home and bring the children for admission
straight into certain classes or forms without
a corresponding number of years of school or
home tuition. There is the tradition that
certain subjcets, viz, Finglish and Mathema-
tics are important ones and that it is enough
to concentrate on them in private tuition
Our schools themsclves are responsible for
this tradition for we sce our schools paying
most attention to these subjects only. Our
13 year old and the 14 year old School I'inals
are not in all cases talented or precocious
children, only they have received the
advantage (or will you say disadvan-
tages ?) of a shortening in the school course
which in itself is to be vegretted but cannot
be altogether a matter of vegret with our
present school curricalum. 8o far at least
as the better sort of our pupils are concerned
my conviction is we ave not doing as much

for our pupils as we might do in the time
allotted for Secondary education. 1f you

want to bring our Secondary Edncatirn
into line with that of advanced countries in
the West we shonld not be content with our
current syllabuses but should prepare and
adopt hetter and more progressive syllabu-
ses starting from class 4 or perhaps class 5.
The problems of the dull pupil, the unfit
pupil, and the unwilling pupil are with us
as well as a host of other problems. But let
none of these problems deter us from making
bold attempts to improve the standavds of
our cduacation. At conferences like this I
should like to see exhibited and discussed
improved syllabuses showing the distinctive
achievements of the various schools in the
Presidency or cur local arca. Let us have
intelligent and  well planned experiments
made in schools and let me call on évery one
of you to do your bit of work with the aim of
improving our school syllabuses.

ON METHODS OF INSTRUCTION

AND ORGANISATION OF WORK.

6. The need for careful discrimination
in the adoption of new methods and new
modes of oraganisation.

Not less important than the question of
sylubuses is the question of methods
of instruction. We cannot import eda-
cational methods wholesale from other
countries. QOur eduncational problems are
out own and different from  those
of other countrics. It will not do to
imitate or transplant. When we read the
accounts of new educational methods and
modes of organisation work employed in
other countries, we should examine the vital
principles of each new system that is promul-
gated and consider how these can be incor-
Porated in our educational system. '

I shall illustrate the need. for analysis
and discrimination by referring to certain
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methods for the texching of English adopted
in our schoolt. :

7. The Direct Method.

Take for example the divec
teaching a foreign language re-
have a number of books describing the prac-
chools in other countries. e have
ign language that
tional

t  nrethod of
which we

tice in s
to remember that the fore
our children are learning is Illof‘; an op ‘
foreign language, taught for ]“S‘J@ few per-
ioda a week and with a view mainly to aec-
quire pra.ct;icil command of U‘le language.
To us, Fnglish is the main subject of Stl.‘ldy
in our schools, and it is not merely px'act%cal
command we aim at buba mastery of lite-
fature and language. The study engages
the attention of the pupils for bebween. 8 to
10 perioas a week, for 8 or9 yeats in our
Secondary schools. The children listen t? a
lot of English words spoken even out.s@e
the schools as it is the language of adminis-
tration, business and even colloquial talk in
some cases. Against these factors must be
set the disadvantage that we are studying a
foreign language that has very little in com-
mon with our own. Our advantages in the
study of English ave thus peculiar to oursel-
ves and our difficulties are also our own- We
should not imagine that our conditions are
those of an English schoolboy learning
French or German at his School. It beho-
ves us to carefully analyse the direct method
practice as we sbudy of it in books and deter-

. mine the relative importance of the adoption

by us of each of the clements of that me‘thod.
A fundamental part of this practice 1is the
e of suitable text books. To some text-
books that I have seen used tae direct me-

* thod of teaching cannot be easily applied.

Mhe teacher, obliged to use such books and
without much faith in the efficacy of the

direct method, gives up the direct method
attogether. In theory, the teacher and the
school are following the direct method. In
actnal practice, they are not. The strength
of the Direct Method does not really consist’
in the ways it has suggested for communica-
ting, withoat the use of the Vernacular, the
meanings of the new words or expressions.
What matters is that the mental association
started by any method should be further
established and strengthened, As a practical
rule derived from the direct method system,
T would insist on one point more than on
anything else that whatever be the method
adopted for teaching a new word or expres-
sion in the foreign language, whether that
method is the best possible or only just
passable, the mental association started
should be further established and strengthe-
ned by suitable exercise in expression. If
we insist that some amount of correct oral
composition and written composition should
be associated with every lessonin Knglish
we shall have secured the direct association
of idea and language. I may add that in the
Lower Forms shorter exercises in written
composition set more frequently, in the
week, in doing which, the teacher gives the
pupils just the needed help to express him-
self in correct language, will be of greater
value than the weekly story compositions
that are now usually given. The objective
of the direct method, i.e., the gradual maste-
ry of the language forms will then be better
secure¢ and can be pursued with a more
steadfast aim. I am herein suggesting an
application of the direct method that will
suit our needs and circunstances.

8. The faults of a current practice.
I will now refer to a method in vogue in
many schools requiring home preparation of



pupils in English which consists in pupils
referring to the dictionary and writing down
the meanings of difficult words. T have scen
the failure of this method. Iew of the
pupils who do the work of the seribe in
transferring to their note-hooks some one of
the synonyms ov esplanations found in the
dictionary care to make it the means of inter-
preting to themselves the meaning of the
sentence in which the word oceurs., Teachers
do not always question pupils to find out
whether the pupils have learnt the meanings
in addition to having transcribed them from
the dictionary aad whether they have tried
tounderstand the passages in which the
words occur. It does not appear that tea-
chers give necessary dircction to the pupils.
In the lower forms you will have to tell the
pupils specifically what words to look up for,
Unless the teacher is prepared to do thisin
advance; the result will be a perfect dis-
aster. I have not found the method work-
ing satisfactorily whether in the higher or
in the lower Forms. The method may appear
to you at first to be sound in theory. The
faults in the theory may become known to
you only when you actually test the method
in practice. The method may require safe-
guards without which it may tend to (fail.
You will have to find them and provide for
them. Teachers to whom the futility of the
method under reference has been shown,
have been unwilling to either end or mend
the method. You might give it up altoge-
ther in the first three Forms, and give clear
instructions for the proper use of the method
in the Higher ¥orms. The new lesson sef
for preparation might be definite and short
and you might on the model of the Dalton
plan assignment furnish instractions for
.studying the new lesson. Referring to the
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dictionary for certain difficult words may
form part of thess instructions; When you
have your class the next day, you might
begin with an inquiry as to the difficulties
that the students felt in trying to understand
the new lesson and find out how far the
plan you gave them forstudy has been fol-
lowed and the dictionary has been used in-
telligently, I should be glad to sce the re-
sults of a carefully conducted experiment in
home preparation in connection with KEng-
lish, whether of the strictly preparvatory or
of the recapitulatory and assimilating kind.

9. THE DALTON LABORATORY
PLAN.
The Lessons to be derived.
1. Provisions of accommodation.

Have we any thing to learn from the
Dalton plan of which there is so much
talk in the Kducational World to-day ? The
suggestion to divide the .school into dis-
tinct departments each having its own head
and Assistants, its own Laboratory and Work
rooras, is itself a good suggestion calculated
to enable teachers to easily bring into use all
the facilities for teaching a subject that are
available in the school. Thiy ideal can be
gradually  worked upto. Managements
might begin by establishing special show
rooms and store and Library rooms for each
subject and providing sufficient leisure for
one Assistant at least in each subject to look

to the orderly keeping of the contents of .

these rooms. A school that centralises and
locks up its teaching equipment is acting like
a miser. The appliances must be ever on
show and easily available to the teacher and

the pupil. The system‘ of class Libraries -

followed in some schools is good, and seca-
res easy availability to teacher and nnnil of

that they are adequatb
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the books that pupils should study. Of all
3 than Sciences Geography
seoms to sufferimost for wantof a pa§01‘at91-y
and special work roors. Notwmhstand‘mg
the large supply of good maps and al)pllfhn-
ces that schools now possess: I do not rm‘d
ely made use of. Itis
stake to think that they should be used
h Goegraphy Text-

subjects oth

8 mi :
only in connection wit '
books. Maps are themselves teaching ma-
terial and pupils should be encouraged to
ma.ke tree observation studies of all the maps
inthe schools. Teachers of Geography
éhould rocegnise that the sources of Geogra-
phical knowledge for the pupil should be (1)
Out-door observations. (2) Map Observations
and (3) Text-bhooks and the descriptive books.
Tach source must furnish independently its
quota of knowledge, besides being of subsi-
diary help to the othersouvces. It would be
well if, in addition to the existing provision
of a Liaboratory for Science teaching in the
High School Department, an additional
Science Hall for the Liower Department
and a Geography Hall for the whole School
are provided. These are some suggestions
for approaching the Laboratory arrange-
ment'of school accommodation.

2 Revision of Time-tables covering
‘Home and school work and providing for
ampler practical work.

The Dalton plan has sought to givea new

orientation to learning. TLearning is not to

be by means of lessons given by the teacher.
Pupils are to be directed by the teacher to
study marked out poriions of books and to

_gather and record ideas according to

plan, to make observation and do

~practical work under the guidance of the
“teacher, as a- means of knowing and learn-
“ing for themselves. The vlan is richt in

emphasising individual and practical work,«
but is not right in relegating the not less.
fundamental teaching to the back-ground. -
One condition for introducing more practical
work in schools will be to recast our prese'nt;'
time-tables of short and quick succeeding
periods. If it is worth while to send pupils
to special laboratories every time there is a
change of subject, we must arrange so that’
they may stay fairly long in those Labora--
tories to see, to do and to learn. It will be:
a problem to secure this condition with a-
week of five working days, each of five hours
duration. I think we may take into account’
the hours of home work and draw a time-
table which will providea certain number of
long periods and a certain number of short
periods. The former will be assigned for
subjects to which all the work has to be
done at school while the latter will be for
supplementing home-work. But here we
will meet with another difficulty. What is
to be done in the case of pupils who do not
possess adequate facilities for quiet work at
home. My solation is that common study
halls should be provided and additional staff
appointed for the purpose.

3. Woark Cards instead of teacher's
Notes of lessons.

A third point of interest to me in the
Dalton plan is the substitntion of assign-
ments for lessons. This is a welcome sug-
gestion. I must confess I do not like the
name. Buat what is in 2 name? Hand-
some is that handsome does. Nor do I
appreciate the method of assignment for the
mere reason that it assigns to pupils the
work to be done. My appreciation of the
change consists in this, that an assignment
is a work card. The work card represents
the ideallv verfect form of a tearhar’s nra-



paration for work in class. The work card
will state (1) the points to be studied and
issues to be cleared up, (2) the references to
be looked up and studied, (3) the appliances
to be used and the mode ofqusing them, and
(4) the steps of the procedure to be followed.

The work card containing these particu-
lars must be a useful help for the conduct
of a period’s work whether done by the
pupil entirely or by pupil anl teacher
together. For language study, the work
card will indicate specifically what to study
and how to study. It will provide suitable
exercises to be worked through. In a His-
tory lesson, the work card will indicate
what books to refer to, on what points
information should be gathered and what
exercises are to be done. The work card
system has not much to give to mathemetics
teaching unless it be to suggest some of the
applications of mathematics. The work card
system of preparation for class work seems
to me to be the best feature of the new plan.
Please remember that T am not emphasis-
ing the freedom that the plan is supposed to
give to the student, nor do I ecxtol its
opposition to regular teaching. I do not
believe, that time-tables can be done
away with. T do not believe in the value of
pupils registering their own progress in a
graph. But I strongly feel we should no
longer have any ‘ delivery ’ of lessons, and
prepa,{'ations of notes by teachers with a
‘'view to helping in that delivery.

1. DPreparations by teachers of work
cards in the execution of which
teacher and pupil will co-operate,

2. Introduction of more practical work
and fuller use of appliances,
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3. and a re-allotment of the time of work
covering also the time to be spent
by the pupils at home making due

" provision for teaching, study and
practical work,

are what [ wish to sece introduced in our
Iiducational system. DPlease remember that
my ambition is to hear at future conferences
not a Dalton plan discussed buta Chidam-
baram plan described. T would ask you to
adopt from cevery method or Ioducational or-
ganisation that you sce or hear described
Just those elements that appear to you use-
ful for incorporation in your own KEduca-
tiona! system. It is by diserimination and
by assimilation and not by attempts at imi-
tation that you can build up a sound Indian
Pedagogy.

10. Intelligence tests : Studying the

pupil.

What are the intelligent tests that are
widely employed in Western countries and
have been also introduced here and there in
ours 2 They ave all designed for probing the
intelligence; You would take the depth of
the mind so to say, at diffevent points. To
the teacher if he is observing the vespon-
ses of the pupils, there should be no need of
aid from these tests, in order to know the
pupil’s intelligence or capacity. It is be-
cause the teacher fails to study the indivi-
dual pupil that he finds it difhicult to adopt
appropriate methods in teaching. Teachers
are usually more intent on shaping the
pupils’ minds in the manner they require

than on studying that mind, its qualities and
its defects as weli as its difficulties and the

causes of its failure to achieve what is requi- "

red. To the class teacher the exercise of the
pupil is something that is created to be ¢or-
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rected. To me it hasbeen more a revealer
of the workings of the pupil’s mind. If you
study the pupil’s errors, you would be
able to help him -out of them, quickly.
I hope intelligence tests will soon be
prepared and employed largaly in this
country. But before that time I would ask
some of you to collect data on the subject so
as to be able to furnish your quota of sug-
gestions for making up the testing materials
suitable for this country. '

11" Teachers' Notes.

Before finishing this address, I should
like to say a few words on Leachers’ Records.
1f a teacher should do his work well and
should improve it from year to year, dis-
covering ' new ideas, methods and plans,
nothing could be of greater importance to
himself and to his fellow-workers and
advisers than his notes. It is unfortunate
that a formal and often valueless system of

" maintaining notes of lessons has come into

vogue. It has been rather difficult for me
to find out whom these notes help. They
cannot help the teacher as they record simply
what is at the tip of the teacher’s fingers at
the time of writing, and must naturally
come to the tip of his tongue at the time of
teaching. They are not notes of any new
studies by the teacher nor do they record
any new plans or illustrations or statements
of thought arrived at as the result of the

. teacher’s thinking on the subject or the

lesson. They are not razors of the cutting
variety but are razors to sell. It seems to
me that notes of lessons as written now may
well be given up, except in the case of

- young apprentice teachers. I am not how-

ever proposing that the teacher need not
write notes at all. They need not be all
2

notes of particular lessons and need not be
written absolutely from day to day. They
might be brief weekly plans for his guid-
ance or topical notes having no special
reference  to a  particular lesson. I
would give the teacher ample freedom
in this matter but would demand a
true and proper account. 1t has to be noted
that preparation for work may be of
various kinds. It may ‘be preparation
of appliances to be used in teaching
In assessing the teacher’s preparation for his
work, I would not ask for pages of writing
in a stout note-book much of which is value-
less. Has the teacher thought out the appli-
ances to be used or the appliances to be
made and in the latter case, has he made
them ? If he has, I shall approve of his
preparation. How far tcachers have done
this very important part of their work ma,y
be judged from the exhibits of teaching ap-
pliances at this Conference. I take it that
one of the important aims of this Exhibition
is to emphasise the importance of preparing
adequate teaching  appliances. Again a
teacher who has tried to add to his know-
ledge of his subject by studying and taking
notes from good books is fitting himself for
his work. I wish to talk of teacher’'s notes
without a qualifying phrase and do not like
to talk of notes of lessons, as this expression
over-emphasises the unit called lesson, which
is a time unit and not always a teaching
unit. I have had often to ask myself
whether the attempted use of the formal
steps of Herbart has done more good or
barm to the teachings The mind does not
always require to be specially prepared for
receiving an idea. It may be already alert
anl on the look-out. It isa good feat in the
Examination Hall for a candidate for &
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teaching degree to prepave a lesson on the
Herbartian plan. He has to show the
nimbleness and capacity of his mind and his
skill in the art of weaving a lesson. So nmay
an Kxaminer require a candidate to produce
fz, scheme of work based entirely on the pro-
ject method. These capacities should be
employed in actual teaching work, when and
where needed, and to the extent needed, not
necessarily forced into every bhit that the
teacher is doing. I want the current type
of notes of lessons to be given up except
where we find them to be really useful and
needed. If you are all going to prepare g
series of sound workcards in each subject,
mind you, sound workecards, you ave certainly
welcome to do it. But they arc not so
easily prepared. Meanwhile, lot yus permit
teachers to labour ag free-workers ang to
maintain their teaching notes in any form
that appears useful to them.

12. Progress Records.

While condemning the current notes of
lessons, T would insist on the 1aintenance
by ever -her ai

y y teacher of a daily progress record

describing the work done in each subject
The entries in these recoral though brief
should be a description of the quantity and
the kind.of work done, the methods, appli-
ancesand exercises. The teacher will know—
1o doubt others also will—what lessons of his
have been wasted or proved ineffective and
what lessons have been good and useful. He
will know at the end of the year how many
lessons each topic took up. The record
will be a basis for planning a new sylabus
for g subsequent year. In the case of a
teacher of some experience, I would let him
get into the class without my special exami-
nation of his plan of work but I would take
hold of him the moment he steps out of the
class and find out what he has dong. There
is no doubt that one who is required to give
such an account will take steps to adequate:
ly prepare beforehand his work® F would
thus make our teachers a free and responsi-
ble body of workers who would keep a syste-
niatic record of their experiences and make
each year’s work an improvement on the
previous year’s,
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NOTES ON INDIAN HISTORICAL.

RESEARCH.
By Prof. V. Rangacharya, M.A.

Historical Manuscripts in Britain.

In the January number I referred in
detail to the necessity of conserving the
historical manuscripts in India. A glaring
contrast between Indian indifference and
British earnestness in this respect is afforded
by the endeavours made in Britain to safe-
guard and acquire historical records, though
the efforts made in the past in the latter
country are phenomenal when compared
with the efforts made in the former. The
British Institute of Historical Research
appointed in 1927 a comuitte to inquire
into the best methods of registering the
sale, and tracing the migrations, of tmpor-
tant pr’mtéd books or manuscripts of an

early date. The Committee recommended

- the establishment of a fund, just like that
of ¢ the National Arts Collections”, for.

acquiring important manuscripts for the
nation. Many private people who own his-
torical manuscripts ave at times compelled
by circumstances to sell them, and a national
fund of the type would enable the sellers to
part with them without loss to the nation.
It is proposed to form the fund out of annual
subscriptions of, say,a guinea, very costly
documents being purchased by special furds
raised ad hoc. The Committee controlling
’the fund is to be in touch with the local,
historical and similar societies, so that it can
obtain information about the movement of
documentary material, and also to induce the
book-sellers, who happen to dispose of any
. manuscripts, volume or collection of papers
or even singlédocuments{ of value, to com-

municate a circular to the purchasers re-
questing the latter, for the sake of informa-
tion, to communicate to the Institute of
Historical Research, the fact of their posses-
sion of the document or documents in ques-
tion. A similar organization is absolutely
needed in India ; but before the organization
on such lines, a stringent legislation against
the exportation of historical documents to
foreign purchasers shall be passed.

The Third Afghan War,

The civil war that is now going on in
Afghanistan has given opportunity for the
publication of interesting details about
the third Afghan war between the ex-king
Aminullah and the British Indian Govern-
mentin 1919. Sir Michae! O’dwyer condemn-
ed the treaty of 1919, concluded by the diplo-
matic efforts of Sir A. H. Grans, then Foreign
Secretary to the Government of India, as an
ignoble betrayal of British interests and an
unnecessary sacrifice of the control over the
foreign relations of Afghanistan. In the
Sunday Despatch of the 27th  January (re-
produced in the Hindu of 20th February),
Sir A. H. Grant makes a convincing reply to
this charge and points out how, under the
then circumstances, any other type of peace
would have meant immediate disaster and
future trouble. We understand from this
statement that, immediately after the entry
of Turkey into the Great War, efforts were
made by the war party, the Mullabs and the
Turko-German mission at Kabul, to make
Afghanistan throw in her lct with the
Central Powers and join in the armagaddon
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Amir Habibullah who did not desire to give
up his traditional friendship with the British
summoned one night the DBritish Agent at
Kabul and assured him that, so longas the
British Government respected his independ-
ence, he would maintain his neutrality, but
that, owing to the difficult position in
which he was then situated, he might do or
say publicly things which might not exactly
reflect that feeling and that no importance
should be attached to such public profes-
sions or acts. A less intelligent and tactless
viceroy would have heen suspicious ; but
Lord Hardinge believed the Amir and, by
the exercise of confidence, patience and tact,
enabled him to fulfil his word. Sir A. H.
Grant regards this as a great diplomatic feat.
“ For, had Afghanistan gone over to the
enemy, there would have becn widespread
war over the whole North-west frontier,
coupled with a ferment of internal disorder;
and India, instead of being an asset to the
limpire, providing hundreds of thousands of
troops and vast supplies for Mesopotamia,
Egypt, Palestine, Salonica and the western
front, would have becoms a grave liability,
calling for assistance from over seas, if we
were not to abandon her altogether.” The
Amir paid the penalty of his constancy to the
British by being murdered ; and when in
1919 the new Amir Aminuilah found him-
self in power, he also found himself at
the heal of a country which, unlike
every other country affected by the War,
was.* suffering from the hysteria of inhibi-
tion, not of cxhaustion.” Tt was at this
time, continues Sir A. Grant, that Indian
agitators * came over to Kabul and repre-
sented to the Amir that the British govern-

ment was tottering and that he should take
advantage of the opportunityy The Amir
believed in the principle that where there
was carrion there the vultures were natu-
rally bonnd to gather; and therefore decided
that, if the British Raj was falling, he ought
not to be behind others in seizing the oppor-
tunity, He therefore declared war, “Asib
was, the Afghan General of the Rastern
command acted prematurely and exceeded
his orders. He made a demonstration
towards the Khyber. Troops were atonce
sent up to counter him and a vast army was
mobilised. A peremptory message to the
Amir might still have obviated further trou-
ble; but that was not the temper of the
time. Unfortunately, there were transport
difficulties which prevented our immediate
advance to Jalalabad, which would have
finished the business straight away. And so
the vast army lay more or less inactive.
But the Amir realised his ervor, and after

his troops had been driven back from Dakka ‘

and an aeroplane had visited Kabul, he sued
for an armistice, and peace negotiations
began. Such was the psychological and
political position. We were engaged in a
crazy war from which we had nothing to
gain, against an enemy carried away by a
combination of wunusual influences. Our
disgruntled army was lying in the field
exposed to heat, cholera and the diseases of
a frontier hot weather.” Sir H. Grant goes
on to point that such an occasion hardly
called for a policy of vengeance, which
would be ‘more hurting than hurtful .
The British government wanted only peace
and good neighbourliness, nothing more.
That was why Sir A, H. Grant, who was ab

* Indjan politicians howover havo always disputed this,

—

2217

the head of the British Peace Delegation,
concluded a freaty in what he regards asa
record time in oriental diplomacy, The
Tre;mty, levied three penaltieson t‘he,Afgha,n
Government, namely. the withdrawl <')f'hhe
privilege of importing arms and mun‘thns
through British territory, the confiscation of
the arrears of the subsidy besides the cancel-

lation of future subsidy, and the insistence

on the exparte demarcation of the disputed
boundary in the vicinity of the Khyber.
There was, ib is true, @ sacrifice of the

control over the foreign relations of Afgha-

nistan ; butas Liord Curzon explained in the

House of Liords, the British had previous.ly
controlled the foreign relations of Afganis-
tanin return for a gurantee of military assist-
ance against Russia; and, as with the fall
of the Czar, there was 1o danger from that
gide, the old arrangement was unnecessary.
Further, it was not wise to make the British
* the go-between between Afghanistan and

- Qoviet Russia.”’ It was wiser to leave the

Amir to “ stew in his own diplomatic juice.”
The British insistence on the old control
moreover would have precipitated intrigue
with the Bolsheviks, confronting the Bri-
tish with “the alternative of sending an
army into a barren welter of mountains or
looking silly.” And after-events, claims Sir
A. H. Grant, have proved the wisdom of
hispolicy. DBritish prestige has always stood
high ever since at Kabul. The Treaty of

~ 1919 thus saved the country from a meaning-

less war, besides saving,  lives and millions
of money ”’. Sir A. H. Grant concludes his
gpirited reply with the statement that Sir
Michael O’'dwyer “knows very little of

Afghanistan. He never served there and

never had anything to do with our Afghan
relations, He is one of the great army of

blood-and-iron, damun-your-skin diplomatists
who, happily for the empire, have had their
international energies confined to article-
writing.” Sir. A. H. Grant attributes the
fall of Aminullah to the FEuropean visit -
which uanfortunately made him too reforming
and progressive.
A historic festival.

The third week of February witnessed a
remarkable festival of the Jainas in the
province of Kathiawar. A great Jaina
Sanga consisting of about 1,800 pilgrims,
led by 125 monks, proceeded from Radhapur
in North-west Gujerat to the great Jaina
centre Palitana, 250 miles off, on foot.
The Sangha was headed by two rich bank-
ers of Bombay, who spent nearly a lakh of
Rupees in feeding and providing for the
gigantic camp. A clue to the nature of
the ovganization is given by the fact that
there was a caravan of 200 carts for carry-
ing the necessary vessels and things, a large
number of buses for the travellers and bag-
gage, a travelling dispensary, and a moving
temple where the pilgrims could daily wor-
ship in their daily journey of ten miles. The
significance of the pilgrimage lies in the fact
that it was in such methods that the early
expansion of Jainism and Buddhism was fos-
tered in Hindu India. We can almost
imagine the great immigration of the 12,000
monks and laymen who accompanied the
great Sruta-Kevali Bhadrabahu on his
southern trip in the reign of Chandragupta
Maurya, a trip which had the momentous
effect of introducing the cult of the Tirthan-
karas into the Dakkan and South India and
which indirectly led to lasting literary and
cultural developments. The significance of
the movement lies in another line too,
namely, the profound impression it has the
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tendency to make even upon kings and
peoples belonging to entirely different and
even antagonistic cults. We are told, for
instance, that during the progress of the
-Palitana pilgrims, they happened to go
through the Mahomedan State of Bajana ;
and the ruler of that State did not only give
a hearty reception to the Sangha, but issued,
in honour of its vis't, an edict prohibiting
slaughter of animals and birds duaring the
nine different Jaina holidays. The incident
reminds one of the great edicts of toleration
and ahimsa issued by different Mahomedan
sovereigns in connection with the monkeys
and other animals of holy Brindavan in
Mughal times.

The Satrunjaya hills or the Siddhachalas
ab Palitana are, it may be added, a magnifi-
cent forest of temples. As J. Burgess
observes: ‘It is a truly wonderful, a
unique place, a city of temples ; for, except
a few tanks, there is nothing else within the
gates. Through court beyond court, the
visitor proceeds over smooth pavements of
grey chunam, visiting temple after temple,
most of these built of stone quarried near
Gopinath, but a few marble,—all elaborately
sculptured, and some of striking proportions ;
and as he passes along, the glassy-eyed
images of pure white marble seem to peer
out at him from hundreds of cloister cells ;
such a placeis surely without a match in the
world ; and there is a cleanliness withal,
about every square aund passage, porch and
hall, that is itself no mean source of plea-
gure.”” The different peaks of the hills are
covered by temples dedicated toTirthankaras.
The most important of these is the temple
of Adisvara Bhagavao or Rishabhadeva, the
first of the Tirthankavas, believed by the
faithful to have been consecrated by his son

Bahubala himself. The other Tonky or
hills are consecrated to saints yho obtained.
the Kevala-gnana in this holy region. The
second volume of the Epigraphia India

(pp. 34-86), published in 1894, gives from

the pen of that eminent savant Dr. Burges,

a fine edition and translation of the inscrip-
tions found in the place. These inscriptions
are of value in giving details of the West

Indian princes who supported the creed, of

the various schools of Jaina monks, of the

sab-divisions of the Jaina laymen, and similar
facts of historical interest- One striking fea-

ture is the mention of many Mahomedan

chiefs with completely Sanskritised names.
I give a list of the Mahomedan names and
titles with their Sanskrit equivalents :—

Mahomedan Sanskrit,
Mahmud Mahimuda.
Muzaffar Madaphra.
Bahadur Bahadura.
Khan Shana,
Firman Sphuranmana.
Nuraddin Nuradina,
Sultan Suratana,.

Khurrum (Shah Jihan) Khurme.
Shab Jihan Sahajyaham,

The equivalent of Jam i3 givenas Yama,
The Portuguese Viceroy is referred to as
Phirangipati Puratakala Patasahi. The
very expressions reflect the extrelneiy
favourable impression which the Jaina cult
made on the rulers of the land, even when
they did not belong to it.

Archeeological research in Java in 1927,

From the short report given by Mr.
W. F. Stutterheim in the Indian Art and

Letters (second issue for 1928), we find that

the most important discovery in the 'island
in 1927 was a statuette of Manjusri.in solid

silver. The two illustrations (Plates I and IT)
indicate a highly skilful workmanship.
The god is in the Sukhasana posture, He is
adorned with a robe, the fringes: of which
aie conspicuous just above the anile of either
feet. The right foot which hangs down is
supported by a conventional petal. The feet
and arms have anklets and bangles. The
upper arm is adorned by a jewel which
resembles the wvang: or naga-bandha of
South Indian ladies. The neckis decorated
with a necklace in the centre of which are
two tigers’ claws bound together ; and going
from the left shoulder to the right waist is
a conspicuous yagno pavitra, The head is
éiven a dress in Javanese fashion, The
ears are glongated and burdened with heavy
roll-ornaments. The face bears a benign
but contemplative air. The right hand
which rests on the right thigh is in the
varada-mudra while the left and upraised
arm holds the lotus with a long stalk. There
is attached to the statuea silver plate which
contained this inscription in ‘ pre-nagari’
script :

3 et TggaA 28 AVGOMAIE-TAEd Al
oy cqals agsaT: |

Dr. Stutterheim surmises that the statue
thight have been brought from Nalanda
to the island by pilgrims ; though the head-’
dress seems to indicate Javanese workman-
ship,—or rather the Javanese type of that

*international workmanship which was the

chief feature of Buddhistic history in the
Fast in this- - period, Dr. ‘Stutterheim

.suggests that what the Hellenistic civiliza-

tion did in earlier centuriesin Southern Asia,

‘Mahayana Buddhism did in later centuries

in'further India and Indonesia, namely, to
create a ‘world civilization.” The Mahayanist

~island may be noted th

- shells, ete., in gold leaf, indicat

Y Indig
he opineg
istic cult

and gal| furthep
» only an exten-
u.re,. bug Considep.

Last was, in fact,
sion of the Hellen

ably transformeq
culture, F

This bell which i Very massive and colossal

is just like a sthupa placed on g lotus ba,

It has got a garland of parrots in flight ands?s.s
surmounted at the top by a lion on 2 lotug
base. The bell, which ig DOW in the Batavig,
nu.lseum, 'wa,s evidently the gift of Some
prince or rich man to Tjandi Kalasan, ope £
the oldest Buddhistic temples in the, isl )
dedicated to Tara. Amongst other finds inatl'.l:e;

€ ﬁgure‘s of Rishi
Garuda, nagas, cows, tridents, thun der;)sol;;s,
. 8y
Ing the nafy.

ralisation of Indian culture ip the is} d
ure slang,

Hindu musical instruments v, -
Tnay be added here that th: av:iil:;: .'JSe. It
in the island of Bali, mogt of ‘W"hi ‘I}‘:an ﬁl.lds
to the period ranging from, tch bt'elong
century when the Sailendra 1ipe : elghth
ruled over a Part of the islang to thOf lflngs
of the 14th century when the ,Java,ne mld'dle
of Majapahit overthrew it, indicate e:l?el:rng
ay

in which Indonesian modji .
ifi .
cultural elements took p]ac(;atlons of Indign
The relation between s‘m;atr
It has been generally hejq th:,t J?lld Java
ava was
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Vijaya (Palembang) in Sumatra and that
Java was, politically, inferior to Sumatra,.
But Dr. Stutterheim contends, on the basis
- of his own inscriptional finds, that it was
the other way about; that the Sailendras
were a Javanese dynasty and not Sumatran ;
that instead of aSumatran overlordship over
Java there was a Javanese overlordship over
Sumatra ; and that this is proved by the
fact that the most beautiful and numerous
of the Indo-Buddhist . monumenis are found
in Java and not Sumatra. And how did the

Javanese Bnddhism originate 2, Dr. Stutter-
heim attributesit to the influence of Nalanda,
He points out that there was apparently a
marriage alliance between king Dharmapala
of Bengal (circa 800 A.D.) and the second
king of the Sailendra dynasty in Java. The
latter married the daughter of the former
and it was probable that this led to the in-
troduction of the Mahayanism (with its close
alliance with Tantriciem) from Nalanda
into the island.

S. L. T. U. Protection F und.

The Salem District Teachers’ Guild has sanctioned a sum of

Rupees Twenty-five only (Rs. 25-0-0) towards the travelling expenses of

its energetic Secretary, Mr. K. S.

Chengalvaroya Alyar, to carry on

propaganda on behalf of the Protection Fund in the Salem District.

Will other District Guilds follow the lead ?

S. M. Rao Esq.)

Secy., S. I. T. U. Protection Fund.
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VERNACULARISATION IN PRACTICE.
a By

Mr. K. 8. Subramanya Iyer, Teachers’ College, Saidapet.

I am given to understand by some of the
science teachers who come up to theTeachers’
College for training that, one of the reasons
for their not having started vernacularisa-
tion in their subject, is that they feel a
certain amount of diftidence to handle it in the
vernacular. Having studied it in English
for several years, all through their school and
college course, they feel less confident to do
full justice to their pupils. With a view,
4therefore, to create sufficient confidence in
them and that, morve specially at a time when
there are few or no books to guide them, I
propose to place in this article thz scheme of
work and the vernacular equivalents in
chemirstr;' used for the 1V Form of the model
school, whereit had been at work for over
four years. No amount of preaching onits
advantages to the pupil and to the country
at large, would, I think, help the cause of
vernacularisation to any extent. The science
teachers of the presidency should apply
themselves earnestly to the task in a practi-
cal manner, Then within a year, the want of
confidence which many feel would soon dis-
appear, and they would even be bold enough
to champion its cause against those who
still speak of the impossibility and imprac-
ticability of teaching western science in the
Indian vernaculars. The writer of this article
makes no pretensions as to the perfectness
or otherwise of hisscheme or the equivalents
that he suggests. They simply serve as a
starting point for amateurs in the field.
Common names as opposed to technical or
chemical names are mostly employed to

3

start with wherever possible for the names
of chemicals.
ur_te—1.
Hev #n1 g o LS TERITFHET
(Some common appliances.)
() yoreadr 9@y (yoag errru Sads)
Y ST LUTERS5E5D o LPur B $E b apempuj o.
(it' @5 Q@s7000, e Bavrsssd Vs%r sriids
5 0.

(iii) ufl o régyri- 6555 Fa 5 @ 3 Dy & N
Buansen bavner - yarser g8d:. '
Base - urs.s. Nipp!e - BTy,

Vertical tube - @sisgyra.
Side tube - uissFErL.
Air regulator - srp2Punsa,
Spirit lamp - #rrrwaa .
Oil can - e Qariidiur g B,
Burner - smia.  Wick =srae.
Cap - g%riunar,
Tongs - ®38Qars®,
Platinum wire - dorrilgero 5o,
Copper oxide - srde .
Test-tube - ufaséd@pri, Csrslerssyi,
Mobile - yyanz@p.
Viscous - wur@Qurar p.
vr_in—(2)
Cuen §a, ramwen aVs1rhseT
(Physical and chemical changes.)
(i) 85850 aflgev. :

(1) wréfsw (magnesium) el gev.

(iii) e-epamr g srev arer S smend@ (Saw dust)
e T@Hw srrmsar.

(iV) radsrrgas (Salammoniac) &3 pay
Sev, ‘
(V) Quear s, ssnwer srrasall r alorgan,
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Sulphurous air - 83 gssary.
Dazzling - sar sgouigurar.
Magnesia - wréef # 5 £q5.
I'mflammable gas - S spmbary.
. Wood tar - wrge gevo.
Sublimation - e gugarn, Quaurgse,
VL @OV G F N,
Sublimes - e duBsE@pe, Cualui® rw
Sublimate - e gur®, o suBsn, Qualurer
e &,

UTL_tb—3,

ffed sewrdan s6itemio,
{(Water as a solvent.)

samentfler Qurli iy aarer
ano? eaward (Soltuion), amrsduar (Sol-
vents), seraar (Solutes) —@vusalad of s
&W.

(i) 2o

(ii) e dyFE@r0 SIS NS DUt LS,

(it1) o@ Gur@er wrlgayw FragBa ser
Wof aar Dy Y s,

(iv) Qavgyid saorisr.
Solution (process) - «wS&ris, sos s,
Solution (product) - eevuseris.
Glass beaker - & sneme Qo (QuuBendfl).
(lass rod - samew 9 éCsrey (s70®).
Clock glass - s wnrdiscneny..
Watch glass esspwrrssareny.
Alcohol - erzrwn.
Turpentine - s7iyréem s,
Carbon-di-sulphide - &flssssé@grnasn.
Parvaffin wax - Qaawr Jwp 5.
Bees wax - Coa Quaps.
Resin - @u@elw.

um_te—4.
Ggefhwemeu  36v, eug.daL_6 36
{Decantation, Filtration.)

() sva®ar Efd@re Qsuflaner &f
Balug aiug? gpaop (a) @gallumasssn
QETEMCY LN

(i) gp#slig wama cgylﬁﬁq
(iil) e-dyb wongrs swis sayd@urga
ABig yamustr Qums aB®s g, v
Decant - o, Osafuma,
Filter (verD) - agd8._®, Tilter stand - e
siev (grmid),
ilter (noun - ag g,
Clear water - @geflayf i,
Ky,
Pure - water - # 567,

Tripod - gpsaref.
Sand filter - wame

Funnel - yare, Quiwszpd, 1japu s,
Conical - gdwers.

LIt _1p—9.
M sefevwenria,
(Saturated Solution.)

(1) ugnigswssr Srabsady sd I G D&
Gl seub aalw e ! yfgalwuars, ser
wrerw (solubility) @aasafldr aferdsw

(i) sorwrarqpn, e apem o,

(iti) erpmw sxwent e &an T
Saturate - (4788 uzir gy,
Saturation - yflgge,
Super-saturation - vyl g s,
Glass-flask - sar@wy é7 o,
Delivery tube - e¥®swsgyrd, aJ@gyprd,
Trough - @sriy,

ure_to—6.

rEnwes elevwerin,
(Chemical solution),
(i) #855980 (zinc) ss58s8Firassd
(sulphuric acid) sora g,
(ii) s veadss (marble) by ghlrras s @
(hydrochloric acid) seawres s,
(iii) srdrs (copper) Qaguyiys Brrusgs
B& (nitric acid) saragp. '

Boassr  s0459 D e TGo  Qurger

SMEGD, WAr a®gs @ur s sepéE aparer
Cappeuwsd. reruey e asiarésu':.
Porcelain dish - Sésrer & oo o 1D
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Evaporating dish - @ p 68 s o o
Efferveseence - JTHmaru,
Hydrogen - gaary,
Carbonic acid gas - sfludeary,
Nitrous air - QuipyliysSrras ary,
Zinc sulphate : 578 &5 s&rflevggd,
Calcium chloride - sTeF anflgams,
Copper nitrate - srodrurdwr bego.
Nitre (salt petre) - uréw,
Nitric acid - ursurdaad,
LI/Tl__Lb-——7.
ouig. 5360
(Distillation.)
(i) Quawryw o IBIRIEIEOE D, AGETDEHE D
x[,tb.
(ii) B o puller e dursnE.T,
Distil - ag $0 58,
Distilled water - aug?i,
Distillgte - ag § B rand,
Retort - air?v, Receiver, - (Baa) arThR®,

Iron stand - @@bLEE16,

Clamp - gy,
Condenser - Ha¥srgafl, safld 50 s,

chLilg N3 TeRTD, euLIg SOl
(Crystallisation.)
(i) @, . . _
(ii) Pev evuig smE%T o PUUTIS H WP SH
sofler gavwlias g 0w,
(i) 9@ Quflu uvgsrr evugso  (Alum
crystal) wieiranr.
(iv) s6g85ms e @48 ovugsn suri@siw.
Crystal angle - svug s Csramo,
@psib.
g b (ETTD).

, face - »
, form -

" Corresponding angles - Qurgign Carame

1= .
Watex of crystaliization - swugs IR
Cleavage lines - Qaipiyé Car@aor,

Hardness - sgarw. Crucible - epans.
Tsomstric system - #w-Csrevvwagiy,
Axis - ewwwid,
Ortho-rhombic system -~ #riss For agdy.
Monoclinic - #8-C sremavua@iy.
Tri-clinic - @é-Caremravw addy.
Copper sulphate crystal - w55 ovug o,
Calcite crystal - srevensl avuy s,

T 10—9,

aaf, Catdemals GuIGL el
(Elements and componnds.)
() ursregsmaas (Calx of mercury)
ETLF&F S,

(ii) @uriirew anflgsrdansens (Potassi-
um Chlorate) 2 apmrd u®g s s6v.

(iil) # w ursurdagsms (lead nitrate)
QL pp e selliQurmgar, Qerdans’ Qur
@or. Qaasafdr alordso.

‘Red hot splinter - Qareraflés i 5.
Chlorine - oofl ga.b.
Chloric acid - anfl sardaib.
Chlorate - anflssrud g,
Chloride - anfl s s.
Nitrate -~ uréwrdlevms.
Litharge - w@sfuwio.
urit—10.
seoLij Gunmerae (Mixtures)
PQoaserégu, Csidmst Qurplsenss
gperer Qap prawinser,
urc—11.
LB S shsele Gewriizer
(Properities of bodies.)
(i) Quer @rgamasar (physical properties).
(i) rerwerGzmmsar (chemical properties).

(iii) opragy @ravd@ Lo lQurméseraiu
Soor S gemrid.

State - W@ (B, Bra, atyar gy g

v g.)
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Form - e gas, agans (v swr, gevug swr
16T )

Colour - #pb. Smell . are%r, Taste -
Foa,

Density - Searanw,
Relative density - Serorer .
Transparancy - eafec®mays garan:o,
Opacity - @sfloa®@ar afano,
Ductility - a®anw.
Malleablity - uré@w seranw,
Drittleness - e eoi_ujib> saranw,
Compressibility - @oés Sae,
Heat conductivity : e aperr awruso,
Klectric , - @ gsr .

o _io—12.
FTFTIe Sdeumiser,

(Common acids.)

(i) 84 ssrdevip (sulphuric acid) s5686 B
sw,

(i) edys@rrasw  Hydrochlovic acid  or
spicit of salt)

(iii) QaguyiysBrrase (Nitric acid or spir-
it of nitre)

iV srorw gdao (Acetic acid)

V Quaddafisgs gdawsefler Qapmenw
@50, @ppLsEs0. Hlawssler Qurs
@ o B &l
Litmus paper - eflt_wev grer.

Blue litmus - fo ol wew,

n_to—14.
(Commnon alkalies,)
N FNTCRT ST TRIFT
(i) #av@mwy (lime)

(ii) @#rr e-by (Common soda)

(iii) srr Cerer (Caustic Soda)

(iv) srraseflar Qurgy Garasea—dgsarrs
sar (mild alkalies), &®w srrmsar (Caustic
alkalies)

Quick lime - #LL &ar@wy.
Slaked lime - £ &zn@iy,

Lime stone - #ésrevase.
Lime water - & zraminy &7, ’
Chalk - Favws F @YD,
Soapy . eyapdurs.
Precipitation'- gaurgars, €gadapse-
Preceipitate (verb) - yyaur@, €jalepss-
- (noun) - seu@so, Epaie?
@un e,
Lt tb—(15)
SHLIY 5560, Lens s,
(Rusting and Smouldering.)
() @Bsy £@odye s s,
(ii) wrevarrd Lanssey,
Iron filings - @@y ésrer.
Phosphorus - uravari..
Desiccator - i ars@.
ur_to—1C.
afgé (burning)
(i) Qups ars@ aflgea.

(i) s afige, .

(iii) 70 FarPgsorb o s aflsan grar.

(V) @199 g s, aflgo» Qavp mawio.,
Deflagrating spoon - el g
Gas jar - arygrg.

urae—17,
(Composition of air.)
arpledr gemoLi
(i) wenf! g (bell-Jar) ufilens.

(i) wres@er Bssd@ige aryadsr (Nit-
rogen) @emasar,

(i) SU,bﬂa)l_a‘/QLﬂgé@b Cagy Qurmerser
—-sn‘)uu{)e\wm, Fonald, e, (dust).
Phosphorus stand - urevar S s,

» oxide - urevair g m s,
Nitrogen - Qavg yiyary,
Oxygen - Irremeanry.

v _p—18.

@D'WGUGT Qjﬂ'u_l (()Xygem
(ii) o567 Gomasar,
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Manganese-di-oxide - winser s @, wrwse- (i) Jurcnevas b (potassium) g,
- an%wr.
Sulphur-di-oxide - &5 55 gaf-Jrrear,
Sulphurous acid - sigandasn.
Phosphoric aeid - wrevartded.
ur_t0—19.
QEVLPLD, EVEITLGAD
(\Water and Hydrogen.)
(i) Gewri_ayd (sodiwin’ QVApLD,

(iii) g ury surr Qsing e gpenp

(iv) 9 ser Gambiser,

Lt o—20.
sfwdoveuny (carbonic acid gas)
(i) suri Qziy o gpanp

(il) Gomhsar,

(The ﬁfdit{)r; will be glad to receive and publish Telugu equivalents to the technical torms,

given above,)

Contributions receiyed .towards the XX Madras Provincial Ed :
Conference and Exhibition from 22—-12.-1928 as on 7th Mz:zltlloi‘gég

Rs. a.

Amount already acknowledged ... 1,801 8
Mr. Srinivasa Mudaliar, Maligai, Panruti Rsll:'i %

1.

2. , , Ramalinga Chetbiar ) "

3. ,, Thangavelu Pillai " .

4, Velayudam Chettiar "

&, ,, Chakapani Chettiar " "
6. Rev. G. Daniel, Hony. Magistrato, Chidambharam
7. Mr. S. M. Radhakrishna Ayvar, Chidambaram

8. , T. B. Krishnaswami Ayyar, Tiravannainallur

9. ,, B. Dalabdar Maricair, Porto Novo 1
10. ,, B. Abbas Maricair, "

11. ,, B. Kadir Ali Maricair, " 1
12. ,, K. Thangaswami Dillai, Pudukottai

13. ,, T. Srinivasachari "

14, ,, T. Durai .

15. ,, K. S. Appaswami Ayyar, Dt. Edl. Officer, Cuddalore

16. , K. C. Viraraghava Ayyar, Govt. College, Kumbakonam

17. ,. G. R. Subbaroya Ayyar, Retd. Sub-Judge, Chidambaram

18. ,, S. R. Rangavnadhan, University Librarian, Madras 1
19. ,, M. V. Narayanaswami Ayyar. B.A., BIL, Madura

20. , K. 8 U. Nair, Sri Minakshi College, Chidambarain

21. ., V. G. Ramakrishna Ayyar " .,

99. ,, 8. R. Balasubrahmanyan v .

23. ,, G. V. Krishnaswami Ayyangar " .

24. ,, R Balskrishna Pillai " . “

95. . G A. Krishnamurthy Ayyar, R. C. Ely. School, Chidambaram

96. ,. K. N. Raghavan, Chidambaram

97. Mahamahophadhyaya Dandapaniswami Dikshitar, Chidambaram
98. The President, Taluk Board, Tindivanam .

99. Mr. R. Kunchitapadham Pillai, Chidambaram

DN

[y
IO =TT CTOTINNO DO RCTOTR OO CrTT W00 Or Tr
COoO0OCOOOOOoOOLOOCOOOoOODOOCOOCOO

|
|

Total ... 1,987 8§

— ——

(Rupees One thousand nine hundred and eighty seven and annas eight only)

. S. R. Balasubrahm
'f?. 1\31;?851(;%6, (eneral Secretary and ti;{;rfe,',



THE S I T- U PROTECTION FUND:

BY

Mr. M. 8. Sundareswaran, M.A., L..T.

In my atticle which appeared in the issue
of the South Indian Teacher of Februavy
1928, T had occasion to express the hope
that the first complement of 100) members
of the above Fund would be made up beflore
ths close of the yvear 1928 and that the
intensity of the demand for the extension of
the facilitios to the other members of the
teaching profession would be so intense as to
necessitate the opening of a second section.
I however find that the first 1000 has not
yet been made up, but it is no cause for fear
or discouragement. TInstitutions like this
have al-vays to face a very trying period in
the early years and when a sufficient
number has been evrolled, further progress
will be much quicker. Two things ave,
however, necessary to ensure quicker pro-
gress in the matter of the enrolment of
members. First, members of the teaching
profession must realise that they stand to
gain considerably by an institution of this
kind. Secondly, the office-bearers of the
various teachers’ organisation in the Presi-
dency and other interested members must
render hearty co-operation in the matter
'ungrudging‘y by doing propagenda work in
their respective jurisdiction and inducing
teachers to join the Fund. We are rather
prone to expect the Tixecutive of the Asso-
ciation to do all the work and to consider
our duty as having ended with our euarol-
ment. The executive must of course take
all steps necessary to keep the institution in

an efficient working condition and to make
it more and more popular. But this will
not by itself be suflicient to strengthen an
organisation, more especially one like the
TProtection Fund, where members have to
be convinced that it pays them to make
present sacrifice for a future benefit and
professional solidarity.  The willing co-
operation and help of the Tixecutive of the
sister organisations in the Presidenvy as well
as of enthusiastic members is necessary.
It is these that must visit places and
endeavonr to convince the teashers of ithe
need for joining the [Fund without any
hesitation 1Itis these that must be ever
watchful to see if any new teacher has
come, and take steps to carol him in order
that the vacancies that may avise from time
to time may be filled up and the several
sections of the Fund may maintain their
maximum strength. It is these again that
must collect the money due from the mem-
bers in their districts and remit it to the
office of the Fund. Itis also these that
should take upon themselves the responsibi-
lity of answering criticism, well-meant or
ill-founded, and of keeplng the members
informed of the working of the Fund.
These observations of mine are based upon
practical experience gained by me as Secre-
tary to a similar Fund for another class of

workers for neatly seven years.- But for the -

ungrudging support and hearty co-operation
of the innumerable members of my class all

over the Presidency it would have been
hardly possibl® for my organisation to have
gained that strength and popularity that,
I think, it has at present. I therefore fer-
vently hope that the large body of teachers
scattered all over the presidency will con-
sider it their duty to bring the existence of
the Fund to the knowledge of every menibet
of the teaching profession and to do such
acts as may be necessary to ensure quicker
enrolment and more efficient working.
Trom the criticisms that have appeared in
the press from time to time regarding  this
Fund, I see that I have to repeat what I
have already stated in my previous article.
While care should be taken to see that sound
and satisfactory rules arve framed when an
institution is started, the stavting of the
institution or its efficient working should
not be deferred untit the rules are nrade per-
fect in e'very regard and satisty all shades of
opinion and temperament. 1 have yet to see

"an organisation whose rules are perfect and

satisfy all 1ts members. If the rulesare per-
fect, I am afraid it connotes a stabic state
not admitting of further progress. A frame
of mind that will make it an excuse for not
joining the Fund because some of its rules
need improvement does hardly credit to the
person, The rules may need amendment
but they cannot be amended unless the
person joins the fund and puts the case
for amendment before the General BBody.
Again, in a large organisation like this,
it 1s impossible to think of framing
rules which will meet all wishes and
shades of opinion. There will always be
people, few though they may be, who will
be dissatisfied with some or a large part of
the.rules but the matter is not whether the
rules satisfy all, but whether they mcet the
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wishes of a large portion of the members.
The minority has a right to present their
case before the General Body but when a
decision has been reached, they must coolly
submit to it only waiting for a farther op-
portunity to drive their point with greater
suceess.

Another criticism that has been made is
as regards the fixed call of Re. 1 payable by
a member every month. It has been asked
as to why members should be made to pay a
call in a month when there is no claim there-
for. Tt is always dangerous to draw infer-
ences from the experience gained from the
few years’ working of an organisation. Ac-
tuarial calculations show that in a popula-
tion of 1800 consisting of persons whose ace
ranges between 25 to 55 the number oof
deaths will be 14 perannum and the numbar
of retirements consequent on the attainment
of the age of 55, 25, When the Fund has
gained its maximum strength and when a few
more years lapse, every member must be
prepared to meet the calls arising from these
deaths and retivements. It is not therefore
asking too much of the members to require
them to pay Re. 1 every month, more espe-
cially when it is remembered that the Fund
contracts not to levy more than 24 calls in
all in a year. Any number of calls in excess
of 24 must anyhow be met and the Fund
can meet them only from the amounts
accumulating out of the fixed call thag is
paid in the early years and the deductions
therefrom and from the emergency calls
made every time a claim is settled. Anothe;‘
advantage in the fixed call is that ever
member will definitely know that he has tz
pa).' 1t every month and will not have to
waib till notice of call is received. The dan-
ger of one becoming a defaulter is therefore
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minimised. There is also the saving in ex-
penditure on postage, printing and clerical
work to the Fund as no notice of call need
be sent to members if there is not more than
one call in a month. Again, the fixed call
will enable the Iund to go more speedily
and definitely to the relief of the family of a
deceased member than an ordinary call. On
receipt of the netice of death the Fund has
Only to see how many effective members
there are on the rolls, calculate the amount
due, and remit it to the nominee from the
collections made out of the fixed call. The
family need not have to wait till notice of
call has been issued to the members and the
call amounts realised from them.

The third criticism that has been levelled
against the Fund is that the amount of
benefit promised is low. Tn considering this
question, one has to remember very cave-
fully the fact that the Fund should be able
not only to pay decent and large sums to the
families of members who happen to die
earlier but should also be able to safeguard
the interests of those members who live
longer and therefore make greater sacrifices.
These, who should naturally get proportion-
ately larger benefits, should have at least the
guarantee that they will be able to get an
amount which is not less than the sums paid
by them into the Fund as calls. At the 11th
year of the inception of the Fund there will
be a fairly large number of members who
would be prepared to avail themselves of the
retirement benefit and a much larger num-
ber at the 26th year. These claims cannot
be met from the 24 calls leviable from the
members in a year and should be paid out of
the accumulations in the call Fund. Hence,
unless members are prepared to sacrifice the
:nterests of those perscns who bappen to live

long and make greater sacrifices for the
benefit - of those who die egrly, it is not
possible to make larger benefit payments.
On the other hand, T am afraid the Fund
may have to reduce the percentage a little
after gaining some experience in the coming
vears, ’

It has next been stated that it is too
Optimistic to expect to keep the strength of
each section of the Fund at the maximumn
limit of 1,000. Human institutions live and
grow on optimism and it is optimism that
impels them to action. When it is remem-
bered that there are nearly 10,000 teachers
in the Presidency and that as many as 500
or more enter it yeavly, it should not be
impossible to keep up the maximuimn strength
of 1,000, if only every member of the teach-
ing profession realises that it is as much
his duty to dohis best in that regard as it is
of the Kxecutive of the 'und.

Other criticisms of a minor nature such
as the safeguarding of the interest of mem-
bers in the case of an abnormal fall in
membership, the loss which a meniber who
retires within 10 years is put to and the
continuance of the non-teacher as a member
have also been made. For safeguarding the
interests of mewmbers in the case of an

abnormal fall in membership a provision is

necessary and can be easily made. The
next one, however, is inevitable. The limit
must be placed somewhere and the period
of 10 years cannot be considered too high.
Again, if it is desired that these also should
get benefit, it should be seen whether there
will be money enough to pay them. The
weakness of an institution like this is the
provision for retirement and if the benefits
for retirement are made us generous and
attractive as those for deaths, the Fund must
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collapse. Further, the very object of the
Fund is fru;tra,ted, if its members are
enabled to derive the benefit even during the
period of their life. In that case, their
families will have to face the same difficulty
to solve which the Fund has been opened.
The third criticism will on cooler reflec-
tion be found to be not serious. I do mnot
believe that the members of the Fund desive
that once a teacher, a person should continue
to be a teacher throughout his life and that
better prospects and more satisfactory condi-
tions of life notwithstanding; a teacher must
forego them, if he once joins the Protection
Fund.
I have in conclusion to make an apology
to the teaching profession, and the members
of the Protection Fund in particular, for

coming out with this article. My aim has
not been to justify the existing rules much
less to advertise the existence of the Fund,
for T Ilqld no brief for the Fund or its
Executive. If I have still ventured to write
an article on i, it is because I have been
mpelled by an earnest desire to place my
experiences ab the disposal of a body of per-
sons who are endeavouring to work in the
divection in which I have within my narrow
limits been working for the past few years.
If my article contributes in any way towards
making the Protection Fund stronger and
more popular, nothing can give me greater
satisfaction. May the Institution become
stronger and confer everlasting benefits on
the members of the teaching profession is
my fervent prayer,

The prosperity of secondary education is the prosperity of all

education- The efficiency and devotion of the teachers engaged in

':_\/>

~

secondary institutions is the measure of the efficiency and the success of

secondary education itself.

C. Y. Chintamani
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TOPICS FROM PERIODICALS.'

What is wrong with our examination
system ?

A series of discussions that deal with tho great-
est moral and practical problews of to day are
nppem"inf; in T'P’s. Weekly. The first of the
sories 1s - what is wrong with our examination
system * by Sir Michael Sadler, K.¢.S.1.

“There s uneasiness—moro uneasiness, I
think,” observes Sir Michaol, “than was felb
twelve months ago—about the grip which
‘examinations ave getting on the Universitics and
Schools of Yngland. At the winter assemblies
of teachers and administrators there weve signg
of apprehension lest misdivected examinations
should dull the zest of the new English educa-
tion and blight the hopes which, with good
reason, we have formed of its fubure.............

The demon which dogs the footsteps of new
education is pedantry., DPedauntry spoilt the
new education which Iirasmus and Ascham
planned for Euogland.  Young Shakespeare, who
would have been the greatost Champion of the
new education if it had kept itself human and
vivid, poured contempt on its praetitioners for
their pedantry. We. English, to-day smell pedan-
try in the atmosphere of examinations. Thorefore
we want the present working of examinations in
schools and universities to he enquirad into
scientifically and thoroughly. We ask that the
whole field of their operations should he
reviewed and the repercussions of their in-
fluence laid bare. Behind this demand for
enquiry lies the helief that Knglish education
to-day should have as its dominant aim the
creation of a new and invigorating temper of
social equality. (Perhaps ' social equality’
does not express what I wuant to convey; ie.,
not any fantastic dream that incomes and
fortunes could ever be kept for long at one flat
level, not a silly notion that one person is as
good as another or is ever likely to bhe so; but
liberation from snobbish standards of social
superiority). In quest of this freedom we have
lsunched out on a costly and hazardous adven-
ture in edacation, with .plenty of people ready
to blame us for extravagance and for expecting
too much of human nature. We have worked
old material into the new fabric; whatever
could be reconditioned we have been careful
not to destroy. All political parties have
-helped in the reconstriction, each doing some-
thing which the others wore not free to do, and
thus tho greatest change which has taken place

]

in Fuglish cducation since the Renaissance has
bean above party, and characteristically
Toglish in its roadiness to respect many differ-
ent kindg of deeply-folt convictions.

“ 1t the Finglish effort for the widest possible
variety of educational opportunity breaks down
through the failure of schools, the nminspan
of many hopes will be broken. An instructive
pereeption of the gravity of the issues which
turn on the sueccess or failure of the new
education in lingland makes us quick to notice
any signs of things going wrong with it. We
feel that pedantry is the chief peril and are
uncasy lest pedantry should put examinations,
which are useful servants, into a position of
mastery—a mastery all the more mischievous
because impersonal and blind in social purpose.

>

“These, I think, are the reasons why the

growing disquietude about the effects of
examinations in ITnglish universities and

schools is important. It is not an impatient
disquictude., It asks for scientific enquiry with
a view to action. But the enquiry ‘must cover
the whole field of English education...... if we
ave really to get to the bottom of this difficulty
about the mal-adjustment of examinations, if
they ave determined to discriminate between
what is wise in their use and what is unwise.
We may find that, with the best in.tant.xon_s,
university requirements (real or ilmnglnm‘y)' m
preparation for degree courses are now being
forced upon schools of whose pupils only four
per cent. go to a university at all............ And
we may find lurking among the pre-suppositions
of our secondary school examinations vestiges
of an ill-thought -out theory that, in order ever
to be "educated ", our minds must be dipped
betimes in three or four different, but sup-
posedly essential, tinctures of knowledge. As
though education was a process of dyeing!......
and not the encouragement of native power of

mind, will and feeling, as the true purpose of .

education.

“But to keep distinet in our thoughts the three
purposes for which examinations may be held,

helps us to picture the many-sided task awaiting

the investigators. Examinations exist (1) to
accredit or (2) to select or (3) to audit. To

use examinations as an impartial audit of a -

school’s efliciency is the most recent of the
threo purposes to which they can be put. It
came into England eight years ago. The use

. because it i3 a foreign language and will
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of examination asa method of selecting im-
partially out of a field of candidates the
most competent applicants for some enviable
post or opportunity is the second oldest pur-
pose. But by far the oldest purpose to \yhxch
examinations are put in Europe is agered ting.
Acerediting means declaring aft.er a test that a
man is qualified to do a particular job. In
every craft, the medeval apprentice had lto
pass an examination before he could be'declg,r_ed
a master craftsman. The mediaeval umv_ersﬂ;les
copied the crafts. A degree meant simply a
licence to teach.

“In practice these thres purposes o{ examina-
tions are not kept distinet. This causes
confusion, much of which springs. from our
assuming that a degres signifies a kind of ecom-
petence, distinct from competence to teach the
subjects in which the candidate has passed.......
The ghost of the original purpose of a degrqe
still haunts universities and clings to academic
standards in secondary schools.”

Claims of Hindi, as the Common
°  language of India.

Srimathi V. K Lakshmikubti Neythiaramma,
consort of the 1st Prince of Cochin, in the
course ¢f her address of welcome abthe first
session of the Kerla Hindi Conference held ab
Ernakulam on the 10th February said, * This is
a time when fair Bharatabhumi who has been for
long years under foreign domination is trying
to snap its bonds of slavery and reoccupy its ex-
alted place among the nations. The success of
its attempt will depend to a very large extent on
the unification that we are able to effect between
the various parts of India. Such unification is
perhaps impossible as long as we are not able to
understand each other. A common language
alone will make this understanding possible.
Our leaders having become alive to this truth
have also come to the conclusion that Hindi
alone has the claimn to become the national lan-
guage. Attempts to spread Hindi are in pro-
gress during the last ten years. Inglish is not
accepted as the national language, not merely
inter-
fere with the organic growth of the nation, hut
also because it will take endless years to become
anything like a common language. That in
spite of the best attempts made during so many

. years of British rule in the direction of spread.

ing English in India, only an infinitesiinal per-

. centage of our population understund it, is suffi-

cient proof of this proposifion.

“Hindi has many claims fto be the common
language of India, It is already understood by

two-thirds of the entire Indian population. It
has a highly developed literature in religion and
the sciences, Among Indian languages, Hindi
has the largest number of newspapers and jour-
nals of thought. And how well these are con-
ducted must have been demonstrated to you
sufficiently by the Hindi Books I3xhibition that
you had here yesterday. Is it not strange that
we should by inditference deny to ourselves
access to a literature which holds the thoughts
and culture of the largest population of our
country ?

“You know that the need for spreading Hindi
is prosent only in South India, where that work
is also going on. Among South Indians, we
Malayalees are at advantage in the matter of
learning Hindi. In the matter of pronouncia-
tion, we are better placed than the Tawmilians,
for example., Our language and Hindi have
many common words rooted in Sanskrit.

Theve is a wrong feeling that Hindi is inten-
ded to supplant the other mother-tongues. In
mabters concerning each provinee, the provincial
language will be supreme and Hindi will be only
the State-language for conducting all-India
affairs. Mahatma Gandhi has emphasised this
very often. Those therefore who are devoted
to their mother-tongues need not have any fear
on this score.

The easiest and the handiest way of spreading
a language is to make it a compulsory course of
instruction in the schools. Those who have
learnt Hindi will admit that the fact that the
curriculum is already heavy is not an obstacle
to Hindi being introduced. It is a mabter for
pleasure lthat 'the Madras, Andhra and Mysore
Universities have made provision for Hindi ag
an optional subject. The Cochin Government
have also decided to do so from this year. But it
is not very helpful to have it only agan optio-
nal. I beliove that our Cocnin Government will
fry to ach in pursuance of the resolution of our
Legislative Couneil (to make Hindi compulsory)

and thus make Cochin an example to other parts
of Tndin.”

Hindi Pracharalk.

#* * *

A Definition of History.

In the course of an Iditorial note, the Editor
My, J. Ii. Pavkinson, M.A., 1. B. S, in abtempt-
ing to givea comprehensive definition for the
word ' Jistory ' writes: History appears
to be no longer the life stories of great men, but
bo depend for ifs course just as much upon the
behaviour of every one of us. Two obstacleg
which the rest of us placed in the great man'g
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way are apathy and ignorance ; we know too
little to appreciate his counsel and we care too
little to help him carry it through, But
there is a thirg obstacle which ig ag serious as
general apathy, and that ig the relative egoism
of the smaller mind—we al] tend to put our
own immediate interest first and again to prefer
the interest of g section to the interest of the
whole. The struggle of the great man is ay
much a struggle against vestod and partial in-

terests ag against mere ignorance and mereo
cinservatism,

“Instead of saying history is the lifo stories of
great men, it might he illuminating to say that
brogress is the result of the struggles of great.
men with their followers, whether prospective

or proposed. And history is the story of those
struggles.”

The Punjab Educational Journal,
* * *

© Prof. AL Rutnaswamy in the course of an
article, on Political Lducation in India ’ in tho
Catholic TBducational Review, pleads for a
change in our educational outlook. Hae says,
“ No longer can the education of India be a
purely literary education, or even an edueation
for a livelihood, Indian Eduecation must be for
life—the life of National Unity, freedom anq
self-government that is opening out in the
country.” He says, “ Political education does-
notmean political instruction--....what ig want-
ed throughout the earlier stages of Indian

Ed ucation —Primary and secondary stages——_l?
the training of character. For, it is a Bpec’l‘)"
kind of political life that will have to be
lived by the child grown into the man from day
to day under the new constitution and not 83
much knowlodge that he will have to repeas. A’;’

the education that will serve him is the
education that will train him to live fli g
public and political lifo that he will be ca,lela)

upon to live.—The egoistic impulses must be
checked and the social impulses must be s.treng;
thened...... Children must be taught to think o

each other and to behave towards each other _ a,s
members one of anothor. The habit of 1161[?”’3
each other without distinetion of caste or cree

must be incorporated in the life of the growing
child.......... In  various and diverse Wﬂysl-
throuh the numerous opportunities that schoo1
life affords, the Indian child must be rescuec
from the egoistic impulses which he shows in
common with the children of the rest of the
world and from the caste impulsqs_ which are
peculiar to him...... From the begining the Vl}lll'
age and the caste spirit which lqu been tbe
bane of Indjan social and political life must be
exorcized out of the growing yo uth_ of the coun-
try. Love of country, of the lnstoyy_ _of !7}10
whole country, of its culture and eivilization
must be instilled into the boy or gitl- from the
beginning and he or she must be made to feel
that the interests of India must override the
interests of his or her village or town or pro-
vince or language or caste or family custom.
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EDITORIAL.

SS.L.C. .

The Secretary of the South Ind.lla.. ’f‘ea;
chers’ Union has sent to us for.pub 1cfa ;;e
a summary of the recommendations ;)h e
affiliated associations with ragard to ed -
wodelled S.S. L. (. scheme. We 111n ;r
stand that meetings Wwere convenefi ).y“le
District Teachers’ Guilds to consider ‘zie
letter from the Secretary, S. S. L: C. B.oajl ,
inviting the 8. I.T. U. toexpress its opinion
on the proposed scheme of the 8. 8. L. C.
Board. Our readers would have fmlso read
the numerous letters on this question, that
had recently appeared in the press. Through
the courtesy of the Sccretary of the S.1.T. U.,
we were. given an opportunity to look into
the recommendations received from the

alfiliated associations, and we are glad to see

that this *question has Dbeen engaging the
attention of a large number of teachers in
our presidency. It is natural that there
may be a difference of opinion in res?ect of
some questions such as the inclusion of
English History in the A group. We trust
the S. S. L. C. Board will give careful con-
sideration to the recommendations of the
S. 1. T. U. and modify the scheme on the
lines it has suggested. What is necessary
is that the teachers in Secondary Schools
who are the men on the spot should be made
to feel that the responsibility for the success-
ful working of the scheme primarily rests

" on their own shoulders.

The letter from the Secretary to the
8. 8. L. C. Board d»es not give room for an

" expression of opinion on secondary cducatlo.n
. i
10 general but we are glad that some assoc

ations like the Trichy District Teachers
Guild hgve felt the need for going beyond the

terms of reference and made valnable
suggestions for the improvement of secondary
education. It will be in the best interests _
of the country if the reform of secondary
education be not attempted piecewmeal, - We
have dealt with the S.8.L.C. scheme more
than once and we took care to point out long
agc that the revision under contemplation
should by no means be regarded as a general
re-organisation of secondary education, - It
may be true that the Government is in pos-
session of the reports of the secondary educa-
tion re-organisation committees. We are
also told that the reports are under con-
sideration. Is it not surprising that the
Government, should at this stage, allow any
modification to be made in the existing
scheme without any regard to the findings
of the re-organisation cowmittees? It ig
necessary for the public to know that the
proposed scheme of the 8. 8. L. C. Board is
merely a reversion to the old Matricula,tion.’
Animportant change that is proposed is that
all major subjects are to be included in the
list of subjects for the public examination,

Now for the recommendations themselves.
There is a general feeling that the syllabuses
are very heavy. The syllabus in Elemen-
tary Science has been severely criticised and
the associations unanimously support the
view expressed by us in the March issue.
The existing syllabas has been framed with
a view to giving a wide latitude to the teacher,
so that he may stimulate curiosity and create
an interest in the study of science. Now that
all subjects are proposed to be included in the
list of examination subjects, the situa.tio.n is
changed. Care should now be taken to relieve

the undue strain on the pupil. The question



we should ask' ourselves, is not what
pupils may learn with advantage in several
branches of knowledge, but what proficiency
can be reasonably expected from them under
the altered conditions. The sytlabus in
each subject should be nothing more than
the irredacible minimum but it goes with-
out saying that schools which are well
equipped, are always at liberty to aim at a
higher standard. We understand that the
revised scheme will be brought into force
from June, 1929. We do not know whether
the 8. 8. Li. C. Board will be in a position
to revise the syllabuses suitably in time.
We hope that the scheme, when introduced,
will be found acceptable to the teaching
profession.

To what purpose !
What about the real spirit of the S.8.1..C.

Scheme ? Why this change in the conduct
of the public examination under the
8. 8. L. C. Scheme ? Why should not each
High School continue to be a centre for the
public examination ? Such questions happen
to be frequently put just now. There isa
lot of correspondence regarding the custody
of question papers. Itis much to be regret-
ted that the underlying principles of the
S. S. L. C. scheme had to be abandoned one
after the other. It is natnral that the
arrangements made by the anthorities for
the conduct of the public examination
should be resented by teachers. The fact
is, however, admitted that the department
has been able to show that the public
examination can be so conducted as to leave
no room for leakage and malpractice. We
arve not holding any brief for the department
when we appeal to teachers to understand
the position of the department. 'Peachers
were lond in complaining that stringent
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measures were nob taken to prevent leakage
and malpractice. Tt is the department that
is ultimately responsible for the proper con-
duct of the public examination and it
shonld make prodigious efforts to maintain
its prestige. The department deserves to
be congratulated and we are sure it
has never heen its intention to wound
the feelings of any teacher- So far as the
custody of question papers is concerned,
we understand that no distinction was made
between teacher and teacher or between the
teacher in a private school and one ina
Government institution. What should strike
any one interested in the educational pro-
gress of the country is whether all this
labour is worthwhile. Is it not a sheer
waste of encrgy to bestow so much attention
on the conduct of the examination. The

remedy is to alter the character of the

public examination. There are about 20000

candidates registered for the examination and
the examination is held in over 300 centres
from (fanjam to Tinnevelly. Hven the best
organisation will break under the stress of
the heavy work connected with such an
examination. The arrangement which might
have worked well this year may, not be found
feasible or convenient in sabsequent” years.
We would therefore urge upon the Govern
ment the desirability of reforming secondary
edncation on such lines ag will minimise the
undue importance attached to a public
examination. Is there any likelihocd of any
such step being taken in the near fubure ?
The Anomaly and the Remedy.

The 8. S. L. C. Board, constituted under
the anthority of the Government of Madras
issues certificates to all candidates in the
Madras Presidency, who appeared for the
8.8.L.C. public examination, The certificate
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10lders who reside in aveas under the juris-
liction of the Aundhra University are declared
eligible for admission to that university if
they satisfy the rules laid down for the pur-
pose. The syndicate of the Madras Univer-
sity can declare the other cevtificate
holders eligible for admission, if they should
satisfy the rules it has framed. The Madras
University can also declare eligible for admis-
sion to the university classes, those candi-
dates who have in their possession the
certificates issued by the S.8.L.C. Board of
Cochin, Travancore or Nizam’s Dominions.
When the Annamalai University begins to
function, it will take power to declare secon-
dary school leaving certificate holders eligi-
ble under certain conditions. We thus have
more than one S. 8. I1. C. Board authorised
to conduct the public examination at the end
of the ,school course and to issue certificates
to the candidates. The candidates may seek
adwmission to one university or other. There

is nothing to prevent each universiby having

its own rules of eligibility. For some time
the universities may agvee to act in a similar
maunner. But, at no distant date, each uni-
versity will be inclined to act independently.
A candidate who holds the certificate issued
by the Madras S. 8. L. C. Board may be
eligible for admission to one university but
not to another. There will be then an ap-
pearance of an anomaly, but this suggests a

remedy which will really improve secondary
~ education. Kach university cannot hope to

maintain its standard by rules of eligibility
and it will be compelled to conduct its own

. entrance examination. When the South

Indian untversities decide to conduct

* entrance examinations of their own, the

nature of the. 8. 8. L. C. public examina-
tion can be casily changed. The question

of the constitution of separate S. S.IL. ©
Boards, one for each linguistic area in the
Madras Presidency may be thevefore seriously
considered. The constitution of such Boards
will bring the 8. 8. L. . public examination
within manageable proportions and these
boards need not function merely as examin-
ing bodies. It may be possible for these
boards to devote special attention to the
individual schools in their limited area,
and theve can be no doubt that secondary
education can develop on sound lines without
being unduly inflaenced by considerations of
the requirements of a particular university.

A Munificent offer,

Ve are deeply indebted to Mr. K, 8. So-
shagiri Aiyar, B.A., Assistant, P, §. High
Schﬁ)ol, Mylapore, for his very generoug offer
details of which are published elsewhere
Mr. Iyer has placed at our disposal ag man
as seven books written and publisheq by ki
The books are widely appreciated and i,

80,
of thfaln ave already wused in schoolg, 'll‘lllle
deficit which we had to present at the Ch:
dambaram Conference was responsible in
evoking the generosity of the author. He
has offered us these books on condition that 50
per cent. of their value would be made over to
him. We take this opportunity of acknowledg-
ing with thanks the Munificent offer of our
esteemed brother Mr. K. S. Seshagiri Aiyar.

We appeal to all the authorities and
headmasters to help us as best as they can
50 as to enable us to extend the scope of the
Journal and increase its usefulness.

The Report of the Salem District Educa:
tional Conference.

The Satem District Secondary School Tea
cher’s Guild deserves to be congmtulated fo

the get-up of this neat volume containing th



proceedings of the Salem District Iidu-
cational Conference held at Kvishnagivion the
24th, 25th and 26th November 1928, tn ad-
dition to the report, it contains short sum-
maries of the papers real at the Conference,
aud the rales of the Salem District Guild
appended. The report gives prominence to
the necessity for joining the Trotection Iund
and it makes a strong appeal to its mmnbcr.;
to strengthen the fund by joining it in large
numbers. In this connection we invite t};e
attention of our readers to the nate from the
Secretary of the Protection Fund, published
elsewhere. The Salem District Cuild hasy
recently resotved to sanction a sum of Rupees
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Twenty five towards the travelling ex-
penses of its encrgetic Sccrcta'ry, Mr. K. 5.
(‘,Aheng;nlv:woyw Aiyar and has authorised
hint to tour round the district to carry
on propaganda work on behalf of the Pro-
tection Fund, and thus make it popalar in
the districk.  We may recall to our readers
the ready response we ourselves had from
this (ruild, when in January 1928, we appeal-
ed to CGuilds for financial assistance ; we
are sure that the example of this Guild will
Le foilowed by other organisations, affiliated
to to the 8. I.'T. U., sothat, ere long, the
central organisation may become a real
power, able to achieve its ends.

THE S I' T U. PROTECTION FUND.

(List of Members—continued,)

Reg. No.
eg. No Name, Designation, Place
288 Mur. K. Raja Rao A i |
. ; \gst, Bd. High School i
2(89 » A, K. Krishnagwamy Iyer II. M., P. S. High School P\liulwendla
O FLiy
2;(1) . 113{ Ramaswamy Jyengar Asst, Native High School Kl}l]rzrb):lre.
» B. Venkatarama Iyer Asst.  Bishop Heber High Trich o
, School, v
292 ,, E.S. Radhakrishna Iyer Asst.  Bishop Heber High = 4
D .
School. ’
9293 ,, V. Subbuseshan Lect., in Hist. & Eeon., Madura
College. Madura.

'N.B.wMembers ave requested to quote their Registered numbers in all thei :
cations. Communications should always be addressed to The Secretary, S.1.1.U Pm:“‘b'com;]ulg.
9.4 U ection Fund-

S. M. RAO,
Secretary, S. 1. 7. U. P. Fund,

-the scope of_ the
. gilent excepbing t
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OUR ASSOCIATIONS:

. ' .
otary, 5. I T. U. has been kind

The Secroin’y our table the replies hde nl}ad

i is cireul - letter-re-the re-maode ing
recoived SO BTl M For want of space we

' S.LC. Scheme. ( ¢
:fv?ge?oir g summary of their recommendations.

Replies areé recoived from 11 District Guilds

wnd 16 Teachers’ Agsociations

The following Guilds have sent their views :—

1. Kurnool, 2. Bellary, 3. North Arcot,
4. Madras, 5. Trichinopoly, 6- Tinnevelly,7. South
Kanara High Schools, 8. South Arcot, 9. Salem,

10. Tanjore, 11. Madura.

The following individual Teachers’ associations
have also senb their views.
Zamindar’s High School, Kattuputhur.
T Assocn. Bd. High School, Bapatla.
M, H.8. Tiruvannamalal
High School, Ottapalam
Bd. H. 8. Rayadrug.
M. H. 8. Villupuram.
3. A. V. High School, Tuticorin.
. 8. M. High School, Shiyali.
" R.R.H. S Nuzwid.
10. Bd. H.S, Vridhachallam,
11. D. M. H. & Tiruvannamalai.
12. R. C. T. High Sehool, Chidambaram.
13. A. A, MHS. Tindivanam.
14. Caldwell H.S. Tuticorin.
15. A C. High Sehool Pallatur.

16. The Correspondent, St- Agne’s High School,
Mangalove,

OENP oW

The general scheme is accepted practically by
all the associabions and guilds that have sent
their replies. The Trichinopoly District Guild,
however suggests that the S.5.1.C. Examination
shall be conducted at the end of the fth form
and that the University should conduct its own
enbrance examination at the end of the VI form.
1 is also of opinion that the 8.8 L.C. exa-
mination sbhall be conducted by the Distriet

Secondary Education Board. On the que.st;ion of
g g T.C., all asscciations are

he Teachers’ associationss Board
High School, Bapatla and A. C. Hig}x School,
Palathur., They are of opinion that
the record of school work  of p\}pils
from form IV upwards hag been a failure

.owing to the fact that neither gchools nor

the S.8. L. C, Board have cared to take inbo

_account the sehool work of the pupil in deter-

mining their eligibilty and the marking system
mhst go since b adds to the labour of teacher
without any corresponding benefit to the'pupils.

5

Subjects of Study :—

The associations are in general agreement with
the subjects specified under Groups A. B. & C
in the draft scheme, '

A strong feeling is however expressed by
soveral associations that Knglish  History
should 'be included in the ‘A’ group. Most of
the associations have taken lit for granted that
the syllabus in History of England, printed in
the supplement on pp.17 and 18 is the syllabus for
‘A’ group History of Ingland and have conse-
quently made suggestion, for alteration in the’
details. They have not noticed the omission of
the subject from the A’ group ag given in the
Secretary's circular letter. Still, from the
veplies, most of the asgociations seem to bein
favour of ineluding History of England also in
the ‘A’ group. R. C..T. High School, Chidam-
baramn desires the inclusion of a vocational
subject alsoin group. A. Associations from the
North and the District Guilds, Tanjore and
Salem desive ‘that Hindi be one of the verna-
culars included in Group A.

Group. B.

Practically no alteration is suggested except
that Drawing should be taught in forms Vand VI
and that Physical Training must be provided for
ll)]oys of forms V & VI also within the School

Qurs.

Group C.

Most of the associations favour the retention of
such » group, and the study of only one subject.
The District Teachers’ Guild, Kurnool and the
Teachers’ Association R. C.T. High School,
Chidambaram, and Board. High School, Vridha-
challam suggest that this group be deleted in
view of the high and ambitious syllabusus in the
different subjects.

The A. A. M. High School Tindivanam,
requives two subjects to be studied under
this group, as otherwise would arise the necessity
of employing move teachers in the upper forms.

The Guilds and associabions strongly desire the
inclusion of Indian History also in this Group.
The correspondent of the St. Agnes High School,
Mangalore feels that in making the selection
of subjects under ‘0" group, girls seem to have
less consideration shown them—needle-work he
says, should find & place in this group.

Syllabus :—

The Syllabus on almost all  subjects
is too ambitious,—The syllabus aims at a
stiffening of the course of study.’ ‘The revised
S. 8, L, C.Schemeis tico ambitious, it overloads
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the curriculum and is bound to increase the
mental strain of ithe pupils. The syllabus in
most of the subjects would require pruning to
the extent of nearly 257.” Tho forogoing are
some of the remarks about the syllabus hy the
assqcla,tions. It will thus be seen that the go}lel‘:nl
feeling among Teachers’ Associntions, is that the
syllabus is wide and extensive and could not bho
covered’ with advantage to the pupils in the
3 years’ course contomplatod. As ono association

remarks, ‘in the year, only 20 weeks ave available
for teaching.

Al associations complain thut there had not
been.sufﬁcient time allowed fora careful and
detailed consideration of the syllabuses in the
different subjects.

English

Opinion is expressed that only two non-
detailed books should be set for study. (I3oth the
hooks should not exceed 300 pages; they should
be standard hooks, abridged) One of them should
preferably he announced so as to be taught in the
V the form. The president of the teachers assosia-
tion, D. M. H'S. Tiruvanamalai, suggests that it
would be better to do away with Non-detailed
books. Versification, figures of speech, qualities
of good style, difference between the language
of poetry and prose, expansion of proverbs into
paragraphs ete. should be deleted. Sixty pages of
Prose and 600 lines of poetry from modern
Engiish be preseribed for detailed study.

Ele. Mathematics

All associations approve of the syllabus. The
North Arcot District Teachers’ Guild suggests
the deletion of ‘cones, St. line graphs, tangents,
geometrical methods of extracting the roots,
external division of St. lines, and similav
triangles in a given vatio; the S. M. II. High
School Shyali. desires the inclusion of Stocks
and Shares’ while the Danish Mission School,
Tiruvannamalai, desires tho delection of
‘algebra’ portions from the present syllabus.

Ele-Science . —

~ ‘The draft syllabus is considered ‘far too
heavy’; ‘unpractical and ill conceived and must
be altered radically’ writes the Tanjore District
Teachers’ Guild. Other guilds are equally
strong in saying the syllabus is very heavy.
Majority of the associations approve of the sylla-
bus framed by the Madras Teachers’ guild, pub-
lished as an appendix in the supplement pp.
43-52.  All associations strongly urde the dele-
tion of item No. VI1I in the draft syllabus
(general Biology). and ‘desire that plant and
?,rima,l life be curtailed to about 30 lessons.
physics and chemistry in daily life’ contains too

many items, n proper understanding of which
would reqiure a high proficiency i the subjects,
It is suggestod unanimously thal it should be
cut short, 8o as o ineludo only simple &DD}l‘
cation of Physics and chomistry to daily life
conditions.,

Indian History

“The syllabus in Indian Listory has been EO
framed” says one associabion ‘that itconcerns 1‘3[;
soll a great deal with imovements than with m:e
and is much botter fitted for a Collese t‘:o‘i‘:em‘
Portions relating to the pre-historic pas et
I, [T and L1 in the syllabus) are 80 Wy
all associations desire their deletion. 8 > ider-
XXITto NXV of the draft syllabus ar® c(i‘ ! ton-
ed far beyond the standard. A general ‘gt,lines
ing of the course, making it a study 1o ou\ Al
of Indian History is felt to be a necessity PY
the associations.

Geography— o

‘It is too wide and requires pruning.’ It 18
too comprehensive and it should be alherqd
to a study of tha Geography of the World in
outlines, with special attention to the Geogr&phy
of the Indian Empire,”  coceans anq things on
the ocean ace given much greator importance
than the land on which we live and function.
Such are the criticisms based on the syliabus in
Geography—A drastic cutting down of the
gyllabus is the recommendation of all the
guilds. The absence of suitable Text-books
covering the syllabus is pointed out as a serious
drawback.

Domestic Science.

(a) ** The syllabus is again too heavy. “Child
welfare should be omitted as heing unsuitable
for purposes of class teaching to young girls of
fourteen or fifteen; especially items I[I and
1T1 under child welfare. o

(b) The practical work especially “‘cooking
should be revised and left to the teachers’ dis-
crebion so as to suit all localities. The dishes
prescribed at present do not suit the tasbes of
all.

The above are the romarks of the correspon-
dent of St. Agnes’ High School, Mangalore.
Others have not expressed any opinion.

*® #* *

The guilds have also considered the Cireuls®
from the Director of Public [nsbruction, Madf”‘g
re-security of tenure. It is gratifying to fin
that the guilds are not for contract 19
any form but urge the framing of suitable
rules of sevvice of teachers in aided schools: on
the lines of the recoimmendations, of the S.LT.U-
made at successive conferences. -
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OUR LETTER BOX

Sir

True Nationalism despises the canker of com-
munalism. Communalism is a vice that can be
tolerated as a temporary phase of politicophobia
but can no longer be quartered as a permanent
jnstibution. No country in the world has
worked it out to success; nor has it been a
factor to the ordered progress of any advanced
country. Much might be said that no country
is faced with a situation similar to the one in
Tndia, what with its Ilindus, Mussalmans,
Christians, Parsees and religious classes galore
of all India and the ruinous Brahmin and Non-
Brahmin controversy of the south, and o carry
it to absurdity ad-abswrdum Mudaliars, Naidus.
Goundars, Pillais, etc. The greater the divi-
siong in the country, the farther away we are
from the goal of Swaraj or Diminion Status or
Self-Government. One is familiar with the ery
of Non Brahminisation of all the ser.vices and
down with the Political DBrahwmin. Bub
nowhere i8 it heard thab communalism should
give way to compartmentalism.

Emulation should be encouraged bub envy
should be *rigovously suppressed. It is nob
given to all to attain the same level of ecfficiency
or educational attainments. Some are bound
to be at the top of the profession and cerba.iply
they would have been drawn from qualified
men. Would any sensible porson conbsnd thab
in the Educational Departipent the Director of
Public Instruction, his Depubiss. the District
Fducational Officer and his Deputies should be
from the Secondary Grade men or from the
army of Drill and Drawing masters serving in
the various High Schools of the Presidency ?
Has th e statusquo of these men heen jeopardised
by such men occupying thofat jobs? Ifitis not
0, why then this cry now of " Vote for Secou-
dary Grade men to the District Seoondary
Rducation DBoards Don't give your vote
for the L.Ts.' Let it not become their mono-
poly.”

I, for one, am ashamed to hear such a eory,
not because I belong to the L.T. groap, but
because as men who shape the young minds
and thereby the future destinies of India, we
would be doing a distinet disserviee to the
country by missing such issues. When the
educated men of the Department do it, one

. should not be surprised when the ordinary

ignorant voter of the District or the town or
the village is swayed by the declamation of a
political demagogue—be he a Congresswallah,

Justicite, Anglo Indian, etc. Have the I,..T
representatives of the Secondary Education
Boards given away the cause of the Secondary
Grade men? If there is one, let it see the
light of the day, so that compartmentalism may

have free play in the election to the Secondary
Fducation Boards.

Then again do not the Secondary Grade men
serve the [, T.s as assistants and find out their
living ?  If their contention of Secondary Edu-
cation Boards can he carvied to the extreme,
they would haae to give up serving the Secon-
dary Schools that have I.. T.s or Graduates as
Headmasters and be the pioneers of Primary
Bducation by taking up the Headmastership or
the Assistant’s place of the Higher Elementary
Schools in the country. But beware, they are:
precipitating the compartmental issue of the
Becondary Grade versus Higher Elementary
Trained or Lower Klementary Trained! The
contention is absurd and this ery must stop! or
we do not deserve to be called ** followers of
the noblest profession.” '

Let not communalism lead to compartmen-
talism,

The other day in the Provincial Educational
Conforence held at Chidambaram the communal
demon seemed to poke his head, but thanks to
the tinely intervention of the versatile Presi-
dent Mr. P. T Srinivasa Iyengar it was hit on
the head and amnew esprite de corps created
among the FHducationists of the Province,
My, Janardhanan Naidu is a star of the profes-
sion and his services ave as much necessary for
tho cause as that of any other Secondary Grade
man or Higher Grade Trained man.

So, brother Teachers, I would implore you
one and all to give up this cry of *‘ Vote for
I.. 1. or Vote for Secondary Grade men.”
Simply because the Secondary Grade men have
the numerical majoriby in the schools this ery.
1 presume, has beon raised. Has not Bala-
krishnior of Trichy been elected simply because
of his yeomen services to the cause of Educa-
tion irrespective of his qualifications? Let the
mewmbers of the Secondarv Bducation Boards be
elected on their individual merits but not on
compartmental tickets. We want neither com-
munialism nor its offspring compartmentalism
in the Kducational department. Let mnot our
educated young men in the Department or the
experienced veterans of the Department give
room to another monster which may ultimately
ruin the cause and lead to further divisions viz,
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Secondary versus Elementary Grade and post-
pone the day of reform and betterment of
status and pay of teachers of all grades.

Multifarious managements according to the
Edupation Minister have been the bitter pills in
solvxpg the stabus und pay of the teachers in tho
Presidency and this ery of compartmentalisin
would prove one more bitter pill to kill tho
small chance of salvation of the teachors of thig
Province,

SUBRAMAYAM, B.A., LT,

Mission High School, Admbuyr,

Distict Educational Qfficers and
Comments in the Class room.
Sir,

In the January number of the * South Indian
Teacher "’ the attention of the D. P. I is drawn
to a resolution, which was moved, but with-
drawn, at the Chidambaram Conference, regard-
ing the passing of adverse remarks by the
l?. . O’sin the class room. In stating my
views onit. I amnot to bo constrund asg
championing the cause of the D. 7. O's for
t:,hey r(_aquire no such championing, nor is it my
intention to hold a hrief for them. I yiold to
none in my desire to uphold the ecause of
teachers and maintain their dignity, being
myself one of.them. Yeb I cannot help adding
that we often,put ourselves under the unplensan?;
sibuation of receiving adverse remarks af the
ha.pds of D. 5. Os. in the presenco of our hoys
It is our duty as teachers to put before om1
pupils the best according to our lights, and
equip ourselves as best as we can, ’l“heré are
some of our brethren who can, despite the
llm}ted sphere and cramping circumstances in
which they find themselves, do much botter
than they actually accomplish,

To refer only to English teaching, for ins-
tance, hgw many of us. not excluding those who
are BA s and 'M.A's, come to the class without
lgok.mg up a dictionery for the correct pronun-
cla.t(;on a,ndf me;a.ging of words. Readers will
pardon me lor being very plain and for dragging
in B. A’s and M. A’s. But I have congca;'ent:{;
instances in my mind. A certain M. A, to
quote only one instance, always stumbled when-
ever be had to pronounce ‘schism . He Wad
certainly a man of part. Yot here ga littlo
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negligence on his part afforded amusement to
many of his hearers but also perhaps offence to
the few who were exacting in pronounciation.
Not only did he take liberties with the word
but also gave his hearers choico in pronouncing
Phaf.i word, bub none of his choices, ' tshism ',
shism ', and ‘skisim’ was tho right one. I
shall not go further. I shall merely say that
we often invite difliculties and awkward situ-
ations by our own negligence. loreign language
19 ndeed a very bad molium of expression. Its
mastery is difficult ; it is impossible. Still there
aro certain things, pronunciation, meaning,
form, technique, which we can master and
where wo nesd not unnecessarily expose our-

selves toa broadside from this Educational )

Officor or that who comes to sit in judgment
over us. When we penalise our boys for errors
of form, of grammar, idom, or eimportation of
sbrgcbure from Tamil sentences, we cannob
claim with equanimity forhearance for our-
selves.

B

Anpthor gorious erime on our part is that we
parmit our hoys ta give wrong answers in the
bresence of the Oilicor and with an %approving

yes' leb them proceed. Ave we to persuade

ou.rselves that such errors are not noted by the
oﬁn_cor? We undo ourselves if we regard the
Qihqer guillible. Nor will the D. E.O. be
justified if he expects the class to be in tiptop
porfection. Boys will surely commit mistakes
and we are there to correct thoem and nob to
pressub a prepared and dished eliss,

It is no wondor, therefore that adverse ve-
mavks ave passed and cortain errors do require
covrrection then and there. But remarks, it
must be insisted, should ba gentle and unob-
brusive. At the same time I am strongly
against sooking sympathy and forbearance ab
thothands of the D, I4, O. for our lack of prepa-
l‘zmtlpn. It argues a begyarly policy. A well-
equipped teacher always shows himself t0
advantage and readily floors the D. B. Q. if he
happens to pass any inadvertent remark.

Before closing, let me once again state it i8
not my intention to catalogue the errors 0

omission and commission of teachers. MY

plea, leb ma urge it with all tha strength I can
command, is only for improvement and perfec-
tion on our part,

V. VIRARAGHAVAN.

——— e g . «

" REVIEWS.

‘a 1, 7 by
LLONGMANS IBasy INDIAN STORIES,

R V‘V Ross, IL.ES. Published by Messrs Long-
mans. Green & Co. Price Re. 0-2-6 each.

1. A King's Adventure.

9, A Prince, a Rat and a Ring,.

3. The Merchant’s Daughter.

4. The Two Friends.

5. The Four Sisters. )

6. The Adventures of a Prince.

re all booklets of 32 paged qach. The

ﬁr;[l‘;hi?;sg 8‘st;(:n’y from the Arabian Nights wrhxle
the others are folk tales of our own land. I‘}}e
books are printed in bold type and will
serve ag excellant books for supplementary read-
ing to the boys of the 1st and 2nd forms of our

gecondary schools.

INDIAN FAIRY TALES, by Mrs. .Anderson.
Parts I, IT & ITI. Published by Messrs. Long-
man's Green and Co., Madras. Price 0-4-0 cach.

e Mrs. Anderson has succesded in telling the
stories in a simple and vigorous style The
threa parts are graded with increasing difficulty
of languhge. Each part contains about half a
dozen amusing stories, with appropriate illus-
trations. The books are nently got up and can
well be wused as supplementary readers in the
upper forms of our middle schools.

CHANDRAHASA (An ILpisode from Jaimini
Mahabharata), by Miss A. D. Teale, B.A. (Hons).
Published by Bharathy & Co, Periamet,
Madras.

The intoresting story of Chandrakasa Iig
rendered into simple, direct, and forceful Eng-
lish. The treacherous plots against the hero,
and his hair-breadth escapes ave skilfully narra-
ted so as to make the readers hang on the story,
to the end in ruthless suspenses. The subject
matter and style of the work ave quite suitable

for the pupils of the Higher forms of Secondary
Schools.

The get-up and execution of the pri
that they ought to be and compa.repfar:'z;:::;ll)}
with those of the other English publicasions
The hook recommaends itself for wide circula,tiori
in Secondary Schools. -

HisrorY BooOks by Mr. G. V.
Kumbakonam. Y V- Bama Tyer,

The author has succesfully written a series
of hooks in Tamil on Eaglish and Indian His-
tory to suib the requirements of SecondarySehool
pupils. The dearth of suitable text-books in
the vernacular can no more be put forward as
an excuse for hesitation to use the vernacular
as the medium of instruction in ‘ Knowledge
Subjects.” Mr. Ryma Iyer has brought his ex-
porience of handling High School eclasses to
bear on the presentation of the materials in
simple and homely Tamil. Hisborical facts are
made appealing to young minds by suitable
stories and pictures. A number of test ges-
tions are appended to each chapter in the ' His-
tory of Iingland’ which for us a special charac-
teristic of the book. The books have all been
approved by the Text-Book Comiftee and their
geb-up is good,

A GENERAL ENGLISH COURSE by Mr

G. Vaidyanathaswami Iyer, Published by the;
Madras Premier Co.
_ This is a highly useful book. It bears the
impress of a long and patient experience of
practical teiching of Ganeral English in the
High School Classes. The treastment of the
subject is both simple and exhaustive. Very
useful Chapters on letter writing, imaginary
conversation and paraphrase are included. The
geb up of the book is naet and the hook is priced
so as o be in the easy reach of our High
Sqlmol pupils. It is approved by T. B. Com.
mittee for school uge.

EXCHANGES.

1. Educational Review.
9. The journal of the Madras Geo. As3n.
3. Rural India. 4. Indian Review.
5. Indian. 6. The Student.
7. The Indian Educator. 8. Vaitrani,
9. Education. 10. Vidyapatrika.
11. Catholic Educational Review.
12. The South Indian Boy Scout.
13. Teachers’ Journal.
14. Teachers’ Magazine.
15. Our Home Magazine,

16. Bhupindra.

17. Progress of Education.

18. The Madras Journal of Co.o 61
19. The Hindi Pracharak. poration.
20. The Scholar.

21. Viveka Bodhini,

22. The Punjab Educational Journal.

23. The New Era (London).

24. W. F. E. A. News Bulletin (Missouri
25. The Teacher's International (Pa.r?sl;u).
26. The Sunday Times, '



10,000 Copies Sold out !
Fourth & Revised Edition Now Ready

A Progressive Course of

ELEMENTARY MATHEMATICS

FOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASSES

BY
C. S. KRISHNA AIYAR, B.A., L.T.,

(Approved for School Use by the Text-Book Committexs, Malras and Cochin,)

Highly appreciated by pupils and Teachers
throughout the Presidency.

PRICE Rs. 1-8-0 only.

Liberal discount allowed on large orders.

Apply to —

C. S. KRISHNA IYER & SONS,
| THIRUVAMBADY, TRICHUR,
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. ENGLISH PUBL[CATIONS

English Selections for Higher Forms, By P. S. Sivaswami Aiyar, .A., L.T.

Nanda the Paraiah Saint, By C. S. Rangaswami Aiyengar, B.4., L.T,

Fables from Mahabharata, By N. Paramasiva Iyer, B.A., L.T,

19, 6&{)5] LIT6V ,\_gla%r@ éBLOD@l_l@ﬂ . L},@&'G‘(ﬂ?@ﬂ.

T U TN Sy W i WO DO

[

ot

COO0OO0OCOOOROOPLPOOOCOCDOO
SR OOO MM

[enNow R o)
ot
[VER=LY o

A

e B .U h

OCOoOO0COO0OCOODOOCOOOCOTGO oG

cCo0O

HIND!I PRACHARAK

(Anglo-Hindi monthly organ of the Hindi movement)

The Teachers’ Magazine,
TRICHUR.

AMONG OTHER THINGS

IT TEACHES YOU HINDI

Malayalam Quarterly published.
NDE
THROUGH A} CORRESPO NCE January, April, July and October.
COURSE (ENGLISH MEDIUM)
Anpgal Subscription Re. 1 0

Yearly Subscription, advertisements :—

Rs. 2 only.
Full page per insertion Rs. 4
— 1 page .. v Reo 2 8
i page .. «w. Rs. 1 8

Manager.

HINDI PRACHARAK

The Accredited Organ of the
Cochin Teachers’ Association Anglo-

in

0

Advertisement rates for standing

[ = I

If blocks are to be ins.erted they

TRIPLICANE, MADRAs. | must be supplied by advertisers.
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'BEGINNERS' ARITHMETIC

FOR PRIMARY PUPILS.
(Revised and Enlarged.)

v(? ‘]
\ y 'Ramanujachary, Retd. Asst.s Hindu High School, Triplicane.
Asst. Secretary, S- 1. T. U.
e ”M Telugu. Tamil. Telugu.
Partl 040 050 PartIll 0 6 6 070
PartII 050 060 Part IV0 8 0 080

Copies can be had of all Book-sellers and from:—

Mr. T. Ramanujachariar,

DAVANOTSAWAM BANGALOW,
Triplicane, MADRAS.

Two hundred and Ninety Members have joined the Protection
Fund. Are you one of them ? If not, send in your application
at once.

Apply for particulars to :—
S. M. RAO Esq,
Secretary, The S- I. T. U. Protection Fund,
41, Singarachari Street, Triplicane, Madras

P. VARADACHARY & CoO.,

8. LINGHI CHETTI STREET, MADRAS.

Books by V. Venkatasubbayya, B.A., L.T., | Elementary Science Series. By Dewan
Headmaster, Pachiappa’s High School, Bahadur K. Rangachariar, M.4., L.T.,
Madras. I.E. S.

1. A Text Book of Algebra, Rs: 2 4 (In Tamil & Telugu).

9. A School Geometry, Complete » 2 811, For Form 1 As. 10
3, Part I " 012, ForForm II As. 12
4. Part1I ,,1 121 3. For Form ITI As. 12

Books ready for Publication.

Ele. Science for Form IV in Enohsh Tamil and Telugu by Dewan Bahadur
K. Rangachariar and Mr. A. Varadachariar.- (In Print).

Indian History (in Tamll) for forms I to 1II revised by .
Mr. C. Srinivasachary, M.,

Indian History for Form IV—VI by Mr. C. Srinivasachari, M.A.

THE TEACHER’S PUBLISHING HOUSE G.T., MADRAS

:%@/ﬂuﬂ? BriuBiigys supsio, QFardr.

Ely. Mathematics Series. Tamil Non Detailed Study.
+ Bs A Rs. A
T, P. H. Practical Arithmetic 1 Guni B : T
Bk IIfor IV Std. 0 6 |, 1 £7@0Hoar 08
' ' : " 2. swQurarcrr 59 0 6
s ) Bk. II )'s V 1) 0 8 3‘ ETGT S LT 0 7
,» Bly. Mathematics Bk. 1 Iy j .
for Form I. 012 b, Bpssor gL 05
' 5. sarswing Sraiawer 0 5
' ' Bk. II for (I 0 10 6. B giovi sarer Bmsm sas
. . Bk IforII 012 S 4 3
Ely. Science Series. . PO ’@ - _g or eac
T. P. H. Ely. Science Book I 8. @"u L”.f'_ﬁ) HOPE 0 4
for Form 1 0 10 | S Qu@ews Gui 0 4
< (ysgpeop QuerBagTonFsib.) 9. Oriuysongear 0 12
N.B.—Tamil and Telugu editions of Publications of other Firms
the above series are available. Supplied to order,

Prompt Attention to Moffusil orders, Enquirers Solicited.

Supplement to the South Indian Teacher-March 1929.
Contents ;:—The Six lectrues delivered under the
auspices of the Geography section of the Madras
Teacher’s Guild-* Refresher course in Geography.’
Price 0-8-0.
To Subscribers of the S, 1. T. 0-4-0 only.

Book your orders early to avoid disappointment.

Apply to :

The Hony. Secretary & Manager,

* The South Indian Teacher, MADRAS,.
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% SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

\

(The official organ of the laigest provincial

| organisation—The S. 1. T. U.)

The only Educational Journal devoted to
The Teacher and his Problems.

Approved for use in Schools by the Departments of Education;
Mysores Bombay, The Central Provinces, and the Punjab;
| Subscribed for liberally by the Directors of Public
Instructions Madras, Travancore, and Indore,
The Commissioner for Education with the
Government of India, and by
several District Boards

in the Presidency.

Are vou a Subscriber ?
- The Subscription is only Rs. 3 per Annum.,

N.B.—A few Copies of Vol. 1 of the S. I. T. are now available for Sale.
Price Rs. 3—8—C.

Book your orders early to avoid disappointment.
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