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THE ALL INDIA FEDERATION OF .
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATIONS.

What does the S.I.T.U. expect every Teacher and eirery
Teachers’ Association to do now ? I

The Union appeals to them :

(1) To interview the District Educational Officer and other ins-
pecting officers, the principals of colleges, and the members of tbe manag-
ing body in the respective districts, and to request them to become mem-
bers of the Reception Committee.

(2) To do propaganda work in the locality, to give wide publicity
to the objects of the conference and to distribute the forms of application

i
M for membership of the Reception Committee. Jli
A

(3) To arrange to collect the money on the spot, if possible, and
to return the application forms to the office - with the particulars

filled up.

(4) To take all necessary steps towards securing suitable exhibits
of educational interest.

(5) To see that all Teachers’ Associations whether affilicated to the
8.I.T. U., or not, and all educational institutions enrol themselves ag
members of the Reception Committee.

(6) And to report to the office at regular intervals on the progress
made.

The Conference to be held in December is an All-India Educa.
tional Conference. Is it not an unique opportunity ? i




THE Vth SESSION OF THE o
All India Federation of Teachers’ Associations.

List of members of the Reception Committee.
Patrons:—Rs. 25.

Mr. Narayandhas Girdhardas, Honorary Secretary, Committee of Management, HTH
School. :

S. C. Nagi Chettiar, Member of the Committee of Management and President of the
Parents Association, H. T. H. School.

C. Ranganayakulu Chetty, Member of the Committee of Management, H. T. H.
School.
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Kattuputhur. —_—

The Madras Teachers’ Guild Rs. 20.

Institution Members :—Rs. 10.
Ramakrishna Mission Residential School, Mylapore. -
The Masters’ Association, Hindu High School, Triplicane.
The Masters’ Association, E. L. M. F. High School, Vepery-.
Committee of Management, Hindu Theological High School.
Master’s Association B "
Rev. Fr. L. Manrique, S. C. Head Master St. Gabriel’s High School.
Rev. Fr.'A. Bonhoure, 8. J. Principal and Rector, St. Joseph’s College, Trichinopoly .

Educationists :—Rs. 10.

Mr. M. Venkatramier, Manager, Indian Publishing House Ltd., G. T. Madras.
W. Duraiswamy c/o Longmans Green & Co., Ltd.
V. C. Srinivasachary, Oxford University Press.

Sympathisers :—Ras. 10. .
Mr. C. S. Srinivasachary, Member of the Committee of Management, H. T. H. School.
T. K. Lakshmana Iyer, Member of the Parents Council, H. T. H. School.
V. Sivasubramanya Iyer, Secretary, (Maharshi Sivadhyananandha DPrachanna

Mandir).
V. Saranatha Iyengar, Principal, National College, Trichinopoly.
K. Natesa Iyer, M. A, L. T., Retired District Iiducational Officer, Kiladar Street,
Trichinopoly. -
Rao Saheb Gopalakrishna Iyer, Retired Engineer, Lalgudi.
Associations : —Rs. 10.
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1. Secretary Teachers’ Association Manthiramoorthy High School, Tinnevelly.
9 " . Board High School, Krishnagiri.
3. . o L. M. H. S. Gooty, Anantapur.
4. . ’ Board High School, Panruti.
B, e, " S. M. D. H. School, Vellore,
6 o " D. T. H. 8. Gobichettipalayam.
7 ., . Thirthapatty H. S. Ambasamudram, Tinnevelly
District,
Individual Teacher’s enrolled so far :—Rs. 2.
indu High School, Triplicane 57 Members
. L. M. F. High School, Vepery 19 "
du Theological High School, Madras 39 .,
Gabriels High School, Modras 16
ional College, Trichinopoly 13 ”
oseph s College, Trichinopoly 5 "
. V. H. School. Madras 46 "
ogressive Union School, Madras ' 91 ”
). A0 TR C. Secondary School, Madras 9 ”
7 Nitiaw Qalianla 2]

K. C. Saptarishi Reddiar, Zemindar, Kattuputhur and Manager, Z. H. School, .

THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER.

(The official Journal of the 3. I. T. U.)

95 )

The magazine is edited and published for the South India Teachers’ Union and

it is supplied at Rs. 3 per annum. It is published twelve times in the v the 15
every month being the date of publication. yean, the 1oth of

. Contributions on all matters pertaining to education in general and the teacher in
particular, will be thankfully received and should bé addressed to the Editor, 41, Singrachari
Street, Triplicane, Madras. :

The Editors cannot undertake to return manuscript copies unless accompanied by
stamps.

. Contributors are re‘quested to have their articles either typed or written in a clear
legible hand on one side of &he paper only and should send two capies of their article which
. should reach the Editor at least three weeks before the date of publicatioa of an issue.

Subscriptions and Donation:—The Managing Committee trusts that it can
count on the constant and loyal support of the thousands of teachers on the rolls of the
S.I. T. U. The journal is intended (1) to represent the opinion of the profeszion without
fear or favour, (2) to find out ways and means of improving the conditions of servic
and (3) to bind the teachers of all grades into one organised body. Hence the jc‘)umale
being primarily a TEACHERS' JOURNAL, should not depend on extraneous support.Ever ;
teacher is therefore requested to contribute his mite either as subscription or donation tg
the Journal. The subscription is purposely fixed at such a low rate ‘as Rs. 3 per annum
so as to enable each teacher to become a subscriber.

Copies of the Journal are usually posted about the 17th of every mouth, Comp]éints
about non-receipt of copies should be made before the 22ad of every month. Complaints
received later will not be attended to. . . -

Change of address should be intimated immediately. "All business letrers and
remittances should be addressed to the Honorary Secretary and Manager, The South Indjan

* ‘Teacher, 41, Singrachari Street, Triplicane, Madras,

——

ADVERTISEMENT RATES
For the body of the Book.

. . Rs.

Full page per insertion ... 1lo.
R AT T o 6,
) 1 . e 4,

. For contract rates, for cover pages, for colour printing, etc., please write to
The Honorary Secretary and Manager * The South Indian Teacher.” 41, Singrachary St.
Triplicane, Madras. Pl

N



a2

fleoortood-dderacsd ooseaaagess
4 MACMILLAN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS.

Tipping’s Rapid Reading Series.

the student to read and understand English in the 1shortest possible time.

| Q) This series consists of four Readers specially prepared to enable
(Q) READER I (Introducing about 250 new words) Price As. 8/-
® READERIT ( o 4B0 ) . s 10
6) READER III( ,, » 650 L, ) . s 12/-

READER IV ( ,, , 1000 , , ) , Rel-

A PRIMER OF HINDUISM

BY
D. S‘ SAI{MA, M. Ao

0

0

g

g

0

) i

@ Professor, Presidency College, Madras.
@ Author of the

(Q) ‘ Introcuction to the Bhagavad-Gita »
@ and the

0] “ Gita and Spiritual Life.” 4
@ Pages 184+XIV Bound in Full Cloth. Price Re. 1.
%)) EXTRACT FROM THE PREFACE :

¢

0

8
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@

0

¢

(
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As this Primer tries to provide a common platform for all classes and sects, and
a8 it tries to deal with religion, not in a technical manner but in close connection with
life and conduct, I hope that all those who are interested in the introduction of religi-
ous education in our schools and colleges will give it a fair trial and enable me
to bring out an improved edition at a future date.

) e R e o (= ) (e e e () S (o I e S e

MACMILLAN & Co., L1D.

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND,)

MADRAS, BOMBAY & CALCUTTA.

S

Q

ATIONAL BOOKS

AT HALF PRICE AND LESS

Original reduced Original reduced
Price, Price. Price. Price, -
Rs. A, Rs. A, ) Rs. A. Rs, A,
ini © .. 012 0 6 | C. D. Report (Few copies only left) .10 0 ¢
Duties of man by Mazzinl " i Tndi
> Mahatma Gandhi 0 12 0 6 | Development of Democracy in India by
%Z;f:;‘ﬁf{&"’i‘g"{‘s."fg% R 40 30| KRaeswamBow .30 10
. s ti lism, b on-co-operation in other lands,
slgiggagg::’indlan Nationalism, y 2 0 10 Fenner Brockway . 1 0 0 8
lndi.a 's. Challenge to civilization, by India and its Government, by Fenner
- H. M. Howsin . 20 1 0 DBrochkwa.ydAf b7 0. B. Rodd e O 2 0 4
ihi 8 by Sir C. Sanka- yarchy and After, by C. R, Reddy, M,A. 0 0 2
Gandhf and Anarohy, BY .. 1 8 012 | Charke. with an introduction, by Sir ,

i f Non-co-operation, by P. C. Roy . 04 02
Plﬂffgf‘% Doas M.A, P we 1 0 0 8 | The Science of Sex, by an M. D. 20 10
The Plunder of India’s Wealth, by Faded Flower, by K. Rajagopal « 10 038

G. V. K. Rao w. 1 0 0 8| Imperialism, by K. M. Panikar,4.A. ... 1 0 0 8
India. Industrialism, by G. V. Gana- The New Russia, by Postgate .. 012 0 6

pathi Aiyar .. 10 0 8 | Premanand and Pushpavati, by Namo-

Meaning of Non-co-operation, by narayana . .. 08 0 ¢

C. F', Andrews .. 012 0 4 | A Passing Phase of Politics, by
Ethics of Destruction, by Mahatma N. C. Kelkar, M.L.A. .« 1 4 010

Gandhi .. 012 0 4 | Leprosy in India, by T. 8. Krishna-

Key to Yorrowada, by M, Mahomed Ali. 0 8 0 4 murthy Iyer . . 08 0 4
Our Educational Problem, by Lala Har Revolutionary Biographies, by Port-

Dayal, M.A, .. 1 8 012 gate .. 1 8 08
8oul of fndia,, by B. C. Pal .. 1 8 0 12 | The Resurrection of the Congress, by
Advance India and Issue in India by D. N. Bannerjee w 0 ¢4 0 2

B. Houghton, L.C.S. .. 0 8 0 4 | Christ of to-day, by Rev. Holmes 0 4 0 2

Note:—A further discount of 10 per cent. will be given for orders atonce 15 books of any kind

purchased ab a time and this concessien holds good till the end of December, 1929,

B. G. Paul & Co. Publishers, G. T., Madras

OUR PUBLICATIONS

ENGLISH
Kamban’s Kosala or A Plea for culture, by T. N. Seshachalam, 5.a., B.L.,
With a foreword by Dr. James H. Cousins. Price Re. 1—0~0
Thoughts for Statesmen: by T. N.Seshachalam, 5., B.5.,

With a foreword by Mr. 8. Srinivasa Iyengar. =~ Price Re. 1—8—0
Sambandar y  0—4—0
The Triumph of Truth 040
Vali e ooee seee ') 040

& 8 i
Gl BLiCuIPeyi hreveul 0—1--0 arpsomas sfads 0—4—0
a_w? o faud © 0—4—0 s&58r gl 0—4—0
9581 Sené 0—6—0 grger (or s%vwnaer) uneurLly 0—3—1
dpLIGU@GLLLEveuT 0—4—0 sWowoger ansad -0 gl  0-—~8—0

TELUGU
Dasavataramulu L v 0—8—0
Andhra Sabdamanjari by Sitaramacharya. 08

The Educational Publishing Co.,_Nungamba‘kam,y‘_

3 MADRAS.



THE TEACHERS' PUBLISHING HOUSE G.T., MADRAS.
%Q/ﬂmr? BT DL l(@ﬁu_,a% SLOFLD, O Fer 5T,
(Publishers of the Madras Provincial Elementary Teachers’ Association Readers,

Tamil
1 to 5 for Students I to V)

Ely. Mathematics Serigs.A Tamil Non-Detailed Study. .
s. A.

T, P. H. Practical Arithmetic U G Rs. A.
Bk. I1for IV Std. 0 6 |, 17 #r@uaar 0 8.
BT .V 0 s 2. mwQuren_ri mig 0 6
b ) 3 . I3 1 XY . . -
»» Ely. Mathematics Bk. I i ;/;MJWW . 0 7
for Form I. 0 12 5' J'gam;;)@@wm . 0 5;
pw Bl Ilforfl 010 | 2TowSS arawar 05
., Bk IIT for I1I 01z |° @4““”’?”; iz paor
, Ely. Science Series. 7 Bwm O ’ u/rf@g,m 0 8
T. P. H. Ely. Science Book I e U/Tﬁ,gu@.mfg 0 4
| for Form ; 0 10 | 8- Qurapanods G 0 4
(L/g;/(_mamp @umf@aand@gg@) 9. Qo semgsor 012

N.B.—Tamil and Telugu editions of Publications of other Fiimsg

the above series are available. Supplied to order,

Prompt Attention to Moffusil orders. Enqmnes Solicited.

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR,

. MADURA.

An Tllustrated High Class Cheap
Monthly. :

Editor:V,Aravamuda Iyengar,B.A.,L‘.T.

HIND! PRACHARAK

Anglo-Hindi monthly organ of the Hindi movement)

AMONG OTHER THINGS - -
lT TEACHES YOU HlNDl
THROUGH A ,C,ORRESPONDENCE

Controlled by an influential Editorial COURSE (ENGLISH MEDIUM)
Board. —

" Recommended by District Educa-

“Annual Subscription Rs. 2 only.
Sample copies 8 As.

Yearly Subscription, -

tional Officers. For use in Schools, s
Colleges, Clubs and Libraries. Best Rs. 2 only. - S
Advertising Medium, o
Send M. O. to the Manager: Manager,

THE INDIAN EDUCATOR, HINDI PRACHARAK,

MADURA. TRIPLICANE, MADRAS,

vl

P. VARADACHARY & Co,

8. LINGHI CHETT! STREET, MADRAS.

Books by V. Venkatasubbayya, B.4., L.T,,
Headmaster, Pachiappa’s High School,
Madras.

1. A Text Book of Algebra, Rs.2 4
2. A School Geometry, Complete » 2 8
3. Part 1 s » 0
4 DPart II 1l 12

Elementary Science Series. By Dewan
Bahadur K. Bangachariar, M.A., L.T.,
I E.S.

(In Tamil & Telugu).

1. ForForm I As, 10
2, For Form II As. 12
3. For Form ITI As. 12

Books ready for Publication.
Ele. Science for TForm 1V in English, Tamil and Telugu by Dewan Bahadur

K. Rangachariar and Mr. A. Varadachariar.

(In Print).

Indian History (in Tamil) for forms I to III revised by
Prof. C. S. Srinivasachary, M.a.

Indian History for Form IV—VI by Prof. C. S Srinivasachari, m.a.

Three hundred Members have joined the Protection Fund.

Are you one of them?
at once.

Apply for particulars to :—-

If net: send in your application

S. M. RAO Esq,,

Secretrrys The S- I. T U. Prolection Fund,
A1, Singarachari Street, Triplicane, Madras.

No Educated Home should ngit-hout
THE SCHOLAR

(A Monthly Journal devoted to DLiterature,
Science and Art.)

The only Journal of its kind in India

Recommended by Emment IEducationists, Distrfc ¢
Educatlonal Officers and Presidents of District Board ¢
for use in Colleges and Schools.

Annual Subs, Rs. 3 Single Copy As. 4

The ‘ Scholar ' needs and deserves your Support
Apply to The Manager,

THE SCHOLAR, Palghat.

The Teachers’ Magazine, Trichur.

The Accredited Organ of the Cochin
Teachers’ Association. Anglo-Malayalam Quar-
terly, published in January, April, July and
October.

Annual Subseription .. Re. 1 0 0

Advertisement rates for standing advertise-
ments .—

Full page per insertion ... Re. 4 0 0
é page -« Rs. 2 80
1 page Rs. 1 80

If blocks "are to be inserted they must be
supplied by adveristers. )



THE
SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER

(The official organ of the largest provincial
organisation—The S. I. T, U.)

The 6nly Educational Journal devoted to
The Teacher and his Problems.

Approved for use in Schools by the Departments of Education,
Mysore; Bombays The Central Provinces, and the Punjab;
Subscribed for liberally by the Directors of Public
Instructiony Assamy Madras, Travancore, Patiala and Indore,
The Commissioner for Education with the
Covernment of India; and by
several District Boards

in the Presidency.

Are you a Subscriber ? |
The Subscription is only Rs. 3 per Annum.

N.B-—'-A few Copies of Vol. I of the S. I. T. are now available for Sale.
Price Rs. 3—8—0.

Book your orders early to avoid disappointment.

THE

South Indian Teacher

Vol. IL]

15th September, 1929 [No 9.

POSITION OF NATURAL SCIENCE IN AN
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM:-

[We extract the following from Pamphlet No. 3 of the Bureau of Education,
India, (published in 1918) containing ectracts from the report of the committee appointed
by the Prime Minister to enquire into the position of Natural Science in the Educational
sysfem of Great Britain, as we believe it will be of great interest and value to those aiming
at a revision of our Elementary Science course, Eds. S, I. T.]

<+ The contents of the science course,
as considered by the committee, may be
divided into two parts : first the part
for boys from the age of 12 to 16, the
part which will bs compuisory cn all
boys ; secondly, the part for boys from
16 to 18, the more specialised part.

From the standpoint of general edu-
cation the first of these is undoubtedly
the more important, since for the majo-
rity of boys it will be theironly training
in science.

¢ The question of the choice of the science
subjects to be included in a school course
and of the method of teaching these subjects
is so important that somewhat detailed con-
sideration of the problem is necessary.

We have recommended elsewhere that
science should form part of the school
course for all boys and girls up to the age of

16, and that more time should be given to
it than is at present wusual. But these re-
comniendations must not be taken to mean
that we should like to see a great extension
of science teaching exactly on the lines now
customary. We consider that the conven-
tional curriculum is in great need of reform,
in respect of two important points : (@) the
choice of subjects to be included ; and
(b) the manner of treating them.

(@) At present the curriculum up to the
age 16 in a large number of boys’ schoolg
comsists of nature study in the lowest forms,
followed by a laboratory course in at least
one branch of Physics and in Chemistry, In
very few boys’ schools is there any attempt
to give a knowledge of the main facts of the
life of plants and animals. Physics and
Chemistry must, we think, continue to be
the fundamental subjectsin the school cur-

.riculum, because every other science requireg
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some knowledge of them, and also because

no other science lends itself so well toa study
of experimental method under the limitations
of time which are inevitable in school work;
but no hoy should leave school with the idea

that science consists of Chemistry and Phy-  was taught by class lessong, or
sics alone,

in English schools, and results of great value
have avisen from it. We need not go back
many years to reach a time when there was
little practical work in rchools and any
science that was done, apart from chemistry,
by leetures
with oceasional demonstration of experi-

It is agreed on almost all hands that the ments by the teacher. The

customary course, which is g growth of the
last 20 years, I

practical work
in chemistry consisted of exercises in qu

ah.
tative analysis.

It had little bearing on the
rest of the work, and coyl

as become  too narrow, not
only hecause Physics and Chemistry are the 4 be learnt, up to
only sciences included in it, hut because the g certain point by routine methods,
choice of subject matter within these sciences But in the last 20 Vears cirenmstances
is unduly restricted.  Further it isout of have altered ; laboratories have multiplied,
touch with the many applications of science. ard it has become the practice to make the
The principles are often fanght without re- laboratory work the central feature in school
ference to .the phenomena of nature‘ which science. This change of point of view has
‘they explain ; the course does not satisfy the had Doth good and bad rosults,
natural curiosity of the pupils; it may give

On the one
. hand it has brought 1
them some knowledge of laboratory methods

10me bo many boys and
girls the fundamental notion of an experi-
such

mental science, that the answers to ques-
L 8% tions onits subject matter can be taught
are quite within their powers of com- directly by expeviments which they can do
prebension. Again in many  schools the themselves; they have scen how a series of
course 1s planned asif its sole object were to experiments lez;ds up to a result, how the
l&?z the foundations for specialised study in results of one experiment saggests that
Science at a later period. But if nothing is another is needed ; they have in fact learnt
Euilt bon these foundzlLtions the time ;nay something of the experimental method of the
ave been spent to little purpose ; many boys . : ‘ience is of
will give up the study of science when they :;f;:teiu:;\fzw::;g erll(; ecz[;il;zmjvhich
know butlittle of the scientific principles would diminish its effectiveness would be
which underlie the most familiar natural a step in the wrong direction.
phenomena, or of the most important appli- But ou the other hand there have been
cations of science to the service of man, unfortunate consequences ; many teachers
Their position is analogous to that of 4 have become so dominated by the idea of the
student of a language who stops after learn- supreme value of ex perimental work that they
ing some of the grammar without acquiring have left on one side and neglected those
any knowledge of the literature. sciences which donot lend themselves to ex-
perimental treatment in schools : the ten-
dency has been to restrict the work to parts
of Physics and Chemistry in which the boys

but little idea of wider generalisations,

as the principle of the conservation of en
which

(b) For the last twenty years the atten-
tion paid to laboratory work has been an
outstanding feature of the science teaching

‘ :v l‘ :‘ .'_"I, 297 ’ 1‘\ ¢ v «

: ves
. : ts for themselves. We are them or of probler‘n.s W;:nch tl}fy :}ils:ﬁcslelrun
can do te Xflemjs?hjsion that in many schools  saggest. ;Ik‘lhe ipllnz fot hzn:ilil;n}; o work, and
driven to thec . . k than  through the whole y a0 i
re time is spent in ml.)om.hmy WOL rything should be done to enc.omage it,
:;lklxz results obtained can ]usftlsft};h “vrveoio ;nc?; i‘ft ft see;s clear that the heuristic ;liﬂzzi
underrate the ‘unport&'rllce.: as an essential can never be the H]a;i}l mei,h.od. by Wdllcmow-
the contrary we regﬁjl( 1 Bulbsometimes the pupil acquires scientific tra,mm'g zlilscover -
part of SCienceotfeaiizgi:tory exercises has ledge. Helz Ea,rmots ixg);:s ;Z tiay faily be
vformance . ‘s schoo ours a
F)Zen considered too muczxezilse end}oslez :;spected to know ; to ins.ist 'th&t hZ ihc;\zli
themselves—._suclh valz:of a real experiment try to do this is to waste his timeand op
the eQucatloﬂ& a piece of drill ;often exer- tunities. ¢ schaol courses are
when beco(;ne:mf other without forming Somz (t)-,f T}lle qeffi(lzzzc(e) o\f external exami-
ises succee . seribed to the in ‘
(;)zu'b of a continuousbor,COEZ;dS;:;gZC:; 1;:'12 1ati0ns in 1imibing. the fr‘.aedoxnd ;f tr":;i
for building uP @ Py v important ex- teacher to choose his material and't. e
subject. Sometimes 2 hVeli ils1 when the it in the way suitable to local con 111 10mmi-
periment is don'e by %H t eft foul,d be better the special needs of h'is fom,  1no )Ztitive
point which 1t bl‘lﬂgﬁ ° nt performed by nations, especially if they are .coml fsucli
illustrated by an eXPem;ne nd in a manner there is a tendency to seb uestions © rious
the teachet, O1 % e'l?le for the whole a character that there Wou@ be ?3.S§erent
which would nob be 90;51 iew that experi- difference between the r'na,rI‘imgI ° 1lmenta-
form. Insistence on tt E;v:a sbe preferred examiners. Inan ?xammatxon m1 ) e.inciple
ments by the ACMSS mu'S. : tgy leads to great ry science the questions on general pr K than
to demonstration exPem.l;en 84;1 inferior sub- are admittedly more difficult to ll?zzr -
waste Ofltilme:nde Z;Ox\[llessby some diminu- those which are of th: natllzruemoti tlheecha,ng;
stitute. Lhe tim .periinents done, such for example, as to ca i 1
tion in the number'of experne® sary in temperature when a piece of hot mefa
O et ot s e 3o s dopped ino & vl of wtar. Ths
repetition o c.\'pellllllefl stablishing in the result of this is t.h:n? the ques lorfl‘ biccts
could be well used 1.r1 e,b (1 cénnection be- concentrate on a limited .ra,nge Od Suat11011;1,’1
pupils’ minds a more ¥ew a4 the general which are not of the highest e fucmdenbs
tueen theit engl?llenssor&;e related facts value, and in which the majority of s
principles of the Scienc

find but little to interest them.
of everyday life.

i te of time is due to a But examinatioPs cannobt be 10()1;;;1;:;1 jii
Much of this . e : the teachers to en- all the faults which l‘lave een l,eat 3 out
conscientions de_S].re fo uiry by following to us; i6 seems'certam t;ha,;a, fl : t]fat o
ounie e Spmt'o'enq th);d' the pupils the difficulty arises fronfl t e a;c.:‘ fhat the
the sorcale? hem‘%Stlc m(: théir own ex- teachers, from Jack of training zmcjlor‘i o
are supposed' to.(lligcoze;o)Z\lo'gestion from ledge of the methlods of otl:r te‘é.vz :Z ‘t,a .
1’el'iment13’ th;;]; ljflliiZns of p:oblems set to to go on teaching as they
the fteacher, §
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themselves, and thus the work . becomeg
stereotyped. .

Much stress has been laid in the evi-
dence before us on the need for the cor-
relation of school teaching in Mathematics
and Natural Science. There is evidently g
strong feeling, both among school teachers
and among those who haye to deal with the
pr?ducts of the secondary schools at the
universities and in the industries, that both
subjects would gain if they were taught
with more reference to each other, gnd
rfa,r as possible, by the same teachers,

S0

We agree that there are very great ad-
vantages in putting the teaching of 1nathe.-
matics and physics to boys up to the age of
16 into the hands of the same master; it
would, we consider improve the teaching ip
both subjects by giving point to the mathe-
matics and precision to the physics; it woulg
also increase the time the boy spent with his
master, whose influence and opportunities
would be considerably enhanced.

A general course in science shoulq fulfl
two functions (@) it should train the mind of
the student to reason about things which he
has observed for himself and develop his
powers of weighing and :'nterpreting evi;
dence;(b) it should also make him acijuainted
with the broad ontlines of great scientifie
pr'inciples, with the way in which thege
principles are exemplified in familiar pheno-
11}ena, and with theiy application to the gep-
vice of man. The evidence we have received
shows that there is g tendency to over-em-
phasise the first of these fanctions gnd to
neglect unduly the second. We think it
ess.sential that the importance of both
ob]?cts should be recognised, and thyt the
chioce of the subjects to he studied

must be given by practical work in the Igp
ratory. The second can best be carried&os;
by demonstration lessons from the teacher
together with Practical work in the ]a,bom’-
tory planned to Hustrate the principles dis

cu i
ssed in the lecture, Laboratory work alone

18 not suffisient. Wy, are of opinion that

this ?]-Em would not impair the efficiency of
the Science teaching as g ¢, "

soning and observation, T
pupils and the time gt their
1 impossible to include "more
range of subjects in the courge
for careful arrangement to

time only becomes  ghe
account,

aining in reg-
he age of the
disposal make

s but the need
avoid waste of
greater on  thig

;z:g;;iobwn a hard and fast rule which would

obype science teaching throughout the
country.  We think it essential that the
tea,cher. should he allowed as mych fr:eedoln
ﬁz poli.lmble In his choige of method, and that
thew;nepro}])z?bly get the best results with
o hw lrlch he h.imself prefers. He
Sett”né fow;e\.rer, realise that the power of
e . or 1‘{msel'f the particular course
ity fo S.e (.:a,rues W.lth 1t greater responsibi-
o eing that it is ghe best which can

evised under the circumstances of the

In fra,ming a cour
upto the age of 16
that fop many, ’
Some, the on]

e in science  for boys
‘ it should pe recognised
Bhis will e the main, for
knowledge Ofic(;l)[)(?l'tll’lib}’ of obtaining a
shonlg thel'ef(;r GELC’ and that the course
signed so g t6 (i )e‘ Se]‘f“mﬂt:mined, and de-
natural nhpn:f:tiljecm,l .ilfltention bo those
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of every day 'experience; in fine, that the
science taught in it should be kept as close-
ly connected with human interest as pos-
sible. The keen interests which many boys
fael at this age in the applications
of science, such as aeroplanes, steam
engines, wireless telegraphy, motor car,
and the like should be utilised to the fullest
extent. There are great advantages in in-
troducing the study of the principles of
science by starting from a machine or a
striking physical phenomenon and working
packwards to the principle, rather than by
starting from the abstract and proceeding to
the concrete; such a method is in no way
inconsistent with a logical and continuous
development of the subject. Theadvantage
of the method is that the impetus due to a
boy’s interest in the subject helps to carry
him through the lessons, while in the
ordinary method interest may be aroused
only after the lessons are nearly completed.
This method is in many respects analogous
to that which has been introduced in the
teaching of mathematics. where the old
plan of beginning with a series of axiom$
and definitions and then deducing the pro-
perties of triangles and circles has been
superseded by a course which begins by
making the boys familiar with the properties
of these figures leaving the logical deduc-
tions from the axioms and definition to a

later stage.

* * * *

The mcre systematic study of Science
begins about the age of 13; while we do not
consider it desirable to suggest a detailed
syllabus, we think it important to state
what in our view are the principleson which
itmight be framed. For the sake of definite-
ness, we will consider the case of a syllabus

in physics; the principles however apply to
chemistry and biology. In the first place,
the object of such a course is not to train
specialists in physics nor to give dexterity in
making accurate measurements of physical
constants ; it should be designed to give as
good a mental discipline as possible and to
make the student acquainted with the
principles involved in familiar physical
phenomenon. Iven if, as we suggest, the
time allotted to science teachingis increased,
it will be impossible to study the various
branches of physics such as heat, light,
sound, electricity and magnetism in as much
detail as when only one or two are attempt-
ed. There must necessarily be great gaps in
the students’ knowledge of these branches,
but in the general course we think these
gaps should be distributed rather than that
one or more of these branches should escape
consideration altogether. The problem the
Science Master has to face is how to simplify
the course so as to be able to complete them
in the time at his disposal. To make our
meaning clear, we give an example in some
detail showing how a course in heat might
be arranged. The Science Master would first
ask himself what are the most important
physical phenomena and industrial applica-
tions for which a knowledge of heat is
essential ; let us suppose he decided thatb
these were the domestic fire, the warmth of
the sun, the heating of buildings, changes
of state of water to ice or steam, the forma-
tion of irain, fog, clouds, snow, hail ; the
steam engine and the internal combustion
engine. He would then build a course round
these topics, in which attention was mainly
directed to the subjects most closely connect-
ed with them, namely, the sources of heat,
the expansion by heat of liquids, the



changes of state by water, vapour
pressure, the thermal effects due fo com-
pression, and the transformation of heat
into mechanical work, the other parts
of heat being only dealt with so far
as they are necessary for the studyof these
subjects. He would then consider at what
stage these subjects should be taken, for it is
desirable that the study of heat, as of other
branches of physics, should not all be done
in one term, but resumed from time to time;
this gives opportunity for revision and for
postponing the more diflicult parts until the
students are more mature and have more
mathematical knowledge at their disposad
than at the beginning of the course.

It is essential that the parts of which it is
decided to concentrate should be done very
carefully and in detail, with much practical
work in the laboratory. It is better to cur-
tail the number of subjects discussed than to
save time by slurring over difficulties.

We shonld like to lay stress on the fact
that the conventional sub-divisions of phy-
sics into branches, such as heat and light 1is
apt to lead to neglect of very important
parts of the subject, either because they are
related to several of the branches, e.g., the
conservation of energy, or because they lie
outside the custcmary divisions. l'ew boys get
in a school course any idea of subjects such
as surface tension and diffusion through
membranes, which are well within their
comprehension and are of the greatest in-
portance in biology.

It 1s very undesirable that the work of a
form should be confined fora whole year to
a single branch of physics ; at feast two of
them should be taken ; further the schemne of
work should provide for the vecurrenceof the

guu
various branches of physics in the cour:e to
afford opportunity not only for revision of
what has been proviously done but for exten-
sion of the ground covered.
The subjects included in the course might

vary with the locality and type of the school.
is the

Thus, for example, in a town which
pheno-

seat of an important 1udustry some
mena might be matters of daily experience
which would rarely come under obser-
tionin a different districs. These would
naturally be included in one case and not in
the other.

In chemistry restriction of the ficld on the
same principle 1s needed, but the problem of
choice is easier because the field isless vavied.
It is essential that the work shall be brought
as closely as possible into relution with the
things of daily life. No attempt should he
made to study in detail more than a sinall
number of the chemical elements. A choice
must be made which should include the
most important elements, enough to illas-
trate the principles on which the elements
I'n discussing these ele-

may be classified,
shonld be taken to

ments, opportanity
explain important points of general chemis”
try as diffusion, the laws of combination,
equivalance, solution and clectrolysis; no
course can be consideved satisfactory which
does notlead up to the generat laws of chemi-
cal combination and the explanation of thermn
in terms of atoms and molecules. Quantitative
experiments which takea long time can often
be replaced with advantage Dby simpler des-
criptive exercises, not involving measure-
ments but requiring some independent think-
ing. The description of manunfacturing pro-
cesses should not be  negleeted  although
minute details would natwrally nob he ingro-

duced.  Boys are always heen about large
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scale work, and while such work is being
described, many opportunities will occur to
the teacher of exemplifying principles which
the boy will alrendy have come across in his
work in mechanies and physics. The sharp
division which is at present inade hetween in-
organic and organic chemistry should dis-

appear, and ideas cuch as fermentation,

sapouification. ete., should find a place in the

course. T'he chemical processes in the life of

a plant should ot be omitted, for example,
the way in which carbon dioxide is trans-

formed into sugar, the utilication of

atmospheric nitrogen by the leguminous

plants, and the part played by nitrogen

compounds in the food supply of plants,
could be pointed out while carbon and nitro-
gen were being studied. Similarly, the
stndy of Silica would naturally lead to a dis-
cussion of the part played byair and water
in the weathering of rocks.

We have already laid stress on the point
that some knowledge of the main facts of the
life of planés and animals should form a
regular part of the teaching in every sccon-
dary school. Systematic work in zoology,
Including dissection of animals and the use
of the compound microscope, belongs to a
later stage of school life, but the main facts

as to the relation of planfts and animals to

-their surroundings, the changes in material

and in energv involved in their life and
growth should form part of a well-balanced
school course.

There is a considerable measure of agree-
nient among our witnesses to the effect that
the course might include the main anatomi-

cal features of the higher plants, the elemen-
tary physiology of plants, especially their
relations to the soil and to the atmosphere,
together with some quite general knowledge
of animal metabolism. We think that in a
boy’s school career room could be found for

this work by devoting to it part of the
science time in the summer terms. Our
object would not be attained bv the esta-
blishment of courses of elementary biology
at all analogous to those which ave found at
present in the higher forins of schools.
Many of them are modelled oun the first
year's course for medicil students at the
Universities, and contain an amount of
morphological detail which would be alto-
gether out of place in a general science
course for middle forms. The kind of in-
struction which we have in view need not
be in the hands of a teacher qualified only
in biology and responsible only for that
particular section of the science work., We
realise that it is not easy at present to find
teachers who can give adequate instruction
in the various subjects which we should like
to see represented in the curriculum, and
that therefore only gradual development and
improvement can belooked for. The sepa-
ration of the biological sciences from the
physical sciencesat the University has made
it extremely difficalt to find a competent
biologist who can teach even the most ele-
mentary physics with the requisite accuracy
and definiteness ; the want of teachers with
wider scientific qualifications is at present
the real difficulty in the introduction of

biology into school work, ”
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THE MACKENZIE MANUSCRIpTS

Col. Colin Mackenzie.*
BY

Prof. V. Rangacharya

If there is any single name which can be
picked out amidst by no means a small
number of Iuropean avants who have
laboured for the collection of materials for
the construction of Indian History, for the
special admiration and gratitude of students,
none will grudge to choose that of the
illustrious Col. Colin Macknenzie. Al g
time when historical investigation wasg not
yet realised even by European writers he
worked hard, amidst astoundingly diffienlt
circumstances, for the cause of truth, and
has left, as the result of an unsiring industry
and a marvellous power of organization, g
collection of tha raw materials of history
which, by their variety and their value, form
one of the noblest monuments of human
achievement. Many of Mackenzie's mate-
rials are of no value; but there are nume-
rous others, on the other hand, of priceless
value. The fields in which he worked and
gathered the materials have been exploit-
ed more scientifically and with better
financial equipment; and the materialg
have lost much of their value by the later
acquisitions of the Archwological and other
departments; but even today Mackenzie’s
collections contain material not obtainable
elsewhere and there are many matters not
likely to be available even to the most finely
equipped of mnodern scientific bodies, which
were available to him. Asa store-house of
historical data the Collections is even now
indispensable for the student of South Indian
history.

. (I)‘(;l. 'Mackenezie? Was a native of the island
’ wis I Nothing is known of his parents
ld;r;(; of his early life, He first becomes
Lor(\;vnf as a scholar employed by the then
do Merchistoun, g descendant of John
Nf;nlpxer, the i.nventor of English Logarithms,
Z:')HO vt:/as erf‘mg a,. book on his ancestor, to
« ec m.ateuals lustrative of the profici-
M;tyheZ:tl‘Ch Fhe Hindus. had achieved in
. pmticulms In general and Logarithms
o u.r: ‘Lord. Merchistoun died be-
accomplishing hig task ; but Mackenzie,
w}m must have been very young then and
:fnllf seelzm.s to hav.e devoted himself to the
‘nusual line of oriental research from early
life, obtained, thankg to the endeavours of
another patron of his, Liord Seaforth, the
Post of a Cadet of Engineers in Mz’z,dra.s
;mder the Kast Indig, Company. He came
‘:is\gadHr:isdln 178“2, in‘ the midst of the wars
. G-Overal‘, with Introductory letters to
nor, [Liord '‘Macartney and to
Mr. Alexander Johnston, the son-in-law of
Lord Marchistoun, who was then employed
;Lt Madura, Mg, Johnston wag g higly intel-
ectual lady who wag engaged in completin
the task which her father had left incomg'

plete and had gathered round her a number
of Brahmanical scholars who

rate with her in her worthy an
work, At her

posted at Madura.

the very cause of
India,

his p

could co-ope-

: d self-imposed
instance Mackenzie was

There is no doubt that
: . Mackenzie’s coming to
his acquaintance with Brahmang and
lans for collecting materials for re-

* The materials for this articl
Catalogue of the Mackensie Collection,

o are taken almost entirely from introduction g, H. H. Wilson's D soriptive
. . e
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gearch, were inspired by the family .of the
talented nobleman patronised by him so
early in his life. For 38 years Col. Mack-
enzie was to labour, in the midst of his
official duties, for his cherished object.

For the first 13 years of his official career,
that is, from 1783 to 1796, when he was a
subaltern officer attached to the Company’s
military and engineering service, Mackenzie
had not much time to spare for the collec-
tion of historical MSS or materials, Em-
ployed in various districts—Coimbatore,
Dindigul, Chengleput, Nellore, Guntur,
Mysore, the Ceded Districts and Ceylon—
and transferred frequently from camp to
camp and duty to duty, he had no time to
utilise the opportunity afforded by his ac-
quaintance with these regions. Writing to
Sir Alexander Johnston in 1817, he says:
“The first 13 years of my life in India, may
be fairly considered as of little moment to
the objects pursued latterly in collecting
observation and notices of Findu manners,
of geography and of history; with every
attachment to this pursuit, to which my
attention was directed before I left England
and not devoid of opportunities in India,
yet the circumscribed means of a Subaltern
Officer, a limited knowledge of men in
power or office and the necessity of prompt
attention to military and professional duties,
could not admit of that undeviating atten-
tipn which is so necessary o the success of
any pursuit, . at all times, much more so to
svhat must be extracted from the various
languages, dialects and characters of the
Peninsula of India.” Mackenzie goes. on to
observe that he had no time for the cultiva-
‘tion of the languages owing to the political
situations of the period or for the examina-

2

v

< With the year 1796, when Mackenzie
returned from the Ceylon expedition, there
was & new epoch in his career both official
and scholarly. Even then an accident, as
he himseif gratefully and nobly acknow-
ledges, was responsible for his capacity to
utilise his opportunities. This was his
acquaintance with a young and enthusistic
Brahman scholar named C. V. Boria.
This scholar, one of the forgotten heroes in
the romance of Indian historical investiga-
tion and scbbla.rship, who, in an age when
orthodoxy would have regarded the mere
thought of collaboration with a Heringhi as
a crime and a pollution, suppressed his
prejudices, rose above the common weaknesses
of his community and threw himself heart
and soul into the schemes propounded by
Mackenzie, was skilful enough to obtain
a number of votaries of different castes
and sects for the purpose. Boria served
Mackenzie for seven years and then died a
premature death, but he left a school
of quiet and earnest Pandits to carry out the
desires of the Colonel, one of whom was his
own brother. Col. Mackenzie never forgot
that he owed his introduction ‘into the
portal of Indian knowledge ' to young Boria.
“ Devoid of any knowledge of the languages
myself, I owe to the happy genius of this
individual, the encoura.gemexit and the
means of obtaining what I so long sought.”
Mackenzie’s schemes required the know-
ledge of 15 dialects and 24 scripts, some of
which were obscure, archaic and obsolete.
The times were such that he could not get
information even. about Sanskrit in his
early years. But, “from the moment the
talent, of the lamented Boria,” he say=.

' ' . T ¢ "‘ e
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“were gpplied, a new avenue to Hindo

deprived of him at an early age, his example
and instruotions were so happily followed
up by his brethren and disciples, that an
establishment was gradually formed, by
which the whole of our provinces might be

gradually analysed on the method thus
fortuitously begun,”

‘We have not got any materials which
enable us to say what Mackenzie did in the
furtherance of his favourite object during
the three years which followed his acquaint-
ance with Boria. His official works con-
cerned chiefly the preparation of maps ang
geographical surveys of the Mysore, Hy-
derabad, ete, which were however not car-
pied to the logical perfection owing to the
frequent transfers and the trinmph of
the policy of economy at any cost, Before
1799 however Mackenzie obtained 5 copy of
the ofticial -dufter of the Dakkan in itg py.
vincial and even minuter divisions ang trans.
lated them from the Persian, He algg
obtained certain MSS. of authority whig)
gave larger details about the Dakkan hiskory
than those available from Thevepgt and
Tavernier and Bussy's sketches of marcheg
which alone were available in thoge days;
This was the first item in the extensiye pro.

gramwe which was to follow in the syhse.

quent years,

On the fall of Seringapatam in 1799,
Col. Mackenzie was appointed by TLord
Mornington to make a geographical survey
of Mysore so that a more correct knowledge
of the territories acquired during that war
might "be obtained. Col. Mackenzie wasg
able, with his emall establishment, 4o plan
arsurvey which embraced the statistios, hig.

Q tory and geograph
knowledga was opened, and though I wag was til] thg SHap

y of the country which
vas b on not well known, The enthus
Slastic savant had no ligtle difficulty in his
bask.  No sooner did he sarvey the northern
and eastern part than gn order was roceived
from the Directors, who cared only for eco-
nomy and nothing glge, disbanding t :e small
establishment of th eq assistants and a
naturalist which had been granted to him.
Much of the work, particularly in the field
of natural history which the Colonsl had
decnc?ed upon side by side with the survey,
had in consequence of this to be abandoned.

Mackenzie however persevered with his

limited facilities ti]] 1807 and completed the
geography of Mysore comprising 40,000
Square miles, besideg gathering a substan-
bial amount of historical and statistical
maferial. Mpgst of the materials gathered
during  thig Period, together with some
general and Jocal maps, were senb to King-
land in seven foljo volumes. The historical
Waterials gathered in Mysore did not only
throw light on the history of that cyantry
but gave sidelights on the history of the
plaing,

Ot the conclusion of the survey of Mysore,
Col. Mackanzie was appointed to the post of
Surveyor-General for Madras. The War
In Java however intervened at this stage and
Cal. Mackenzie was ordered to accompany
that expedition. Besides contributing pro-
fessionally to the military successes that
characterised that war, Col. Mackenzie pur-
Sued his self-imposed task of the savant and
collected many hooks and documents illus-
brative of the history of that part of the
world. The Batavian Society had already
been engaged in the field of research and he,
With characteristic zest, contributed much of
‘value to ita dransrations. He ‘wrote on this
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occasion an account of the visit to the
magunificent ruins of Prambanam in Su-
matra. He is also said to have addressed
during this period a number of communica-
tions to the Government of India at Calcutta.
These are bound to be of high value, but as
Wilson points out there are no traces of
these, either in the papers of the Colonel or
the Calcutta Government.

In 1815 Col. Mackenzie rejoined his duty
as Surveyor-General at Madras, He did
then for the Ceded Districts what he had
done for Mysore, the result of which was
incorporated in Arrowsmith’s Atlas. But
all the while, he went on incidentally collect-
ing papers, books, inscriptions, etc. both in
the Ceded Districts and other parts of the
Peninsula through Indian agents.

In 1817 Col. Mackenzie was transferred
to Calcutta as the Surveyer-General of all
India. It was of course an official promo-
tion ; but the Colonel had a great difficulty
in connection with his antiquarian collec-
tions. His agents and assistants were
mostly Brahmins of the south and they were
unable to follow him to Bengal, bth owing’
to their unfamiliarity with the country and
to the expenses that would necessarily result
from such a migration. A few—the head
Brahman and the Jain translator being the
foremost —showed their personal appreciation
of the Colonel by reconciling themselves to the
troubles and accompanying him to Calcutta.
The Colonel was deeply thankful to them;
for all his hope was now concenfrated on
preparing & condensed view of the contents
of his collections, a Catalogue Raisonne on
the same, and translation of the more im-
portant of the materials; and he expected
gubstantial help from thew. -

It is sad to think however that Col, Mack-
enzie was not able o do much after his
transfer to Calcutta. The exigencies of
service and the misfortunes of his Indian
helpers interfered with the prosecution of
his favourite design, and his death in 1821
closed all avenues for the enterprise. _

The manner in which Col. Mackenzie
worked is thus described by Wilson:
“Through a considerable part of his career
he may be said to have collected themw (the
materials) in person, visiting in the course
of hissurveying operations almost all the
remarkable places between the Krishna and
Cape Comorin, and being accompanied in
his journeys by his native assistants, who
were employed to take copies of all inscrip-
tions, and obtain from the Brahmans of the
temples, or learned men in the -towns and
villages, copies of all records in their posses-
sion or original statements of local traditions,

When not himself in the field, Col. Mac-
kenzie was accustomed to despatch his
principal native agents to prosecute similar
enquiries, furnishing during their absence
either in English or their own language to
be subsequently translated, reports of their’
own progress, Their personal expenses
were in genéral defrayed by the department
to which they were attached, but all extra
expenditure, and the cost of all purchases,
were defrayed by Col. Mackenzie himself*
The out!ay thus incurred probably exceeded
a lakh of rupees, which sum has been liberally
sanctioned by the Court of Directors for the
purchase of the documents.” Wilson goes
on to observe : “By the means thus described

a collection was formed at a considerable

cost of time, labour and expense, which no

individual exertions have ever before acen mu-
lated or probably will again assemble. Itg

AN
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composition is of course very miscellaneous,
and its value with respect to Indian history
and statistics remains to be ascertained, the
collector himself having done little or nothing
towards a verification of its results. This
indeed cannot be successfully attempted by
any single individual, as a familiarity with
14 languages and 16 characters can scarcely
be expected from any one person. It is
the more to be regretted that Col. Macenzie
did not live to execute'some connected view
of the principal facts his collection furnishes,
whilst he commanded the aid of the agents
by whom it was formed, who under his
superintendence had learned to feel a lively
interest in their task, who had acquired a
knowledge of the leading results which it
were in vain to look for in any other
natives. . . .’ : '

Col. Mackenziz himself tried during all
these years to place the historical lessons of
a few of his collections from time to time in
the pagesof the three journals—Dalrymple’s
Oriental Repertory (Vols. I and II), Asiatic
Annual Register for 1804 and Asiatic Re-
searches (Vols. V, VI, and IX). In the first
of these, Mackenzie wrote four articles—one
on the construction of a map of the road from
Nellore to Ongole, another on -a similar
work in connection with the road from
Ongole to Innakonda and Bellamkonda; a
third, describing the celebrated tank at
Kambam in Kurnool dlstrict; and a fourth
describing the source of the Pennar river.
In the Asiatic Annual Register (1804) he
wrote an account of the life of Haidar Ali
Khan, a history of the Rajas of Anagundi or
Vijayanagar, the ‘ Marda Gooroos’ and the
‘Batta Rajas’. In the Asiatic Researches
he has described the temple at Srisailam,
the antiquities of West and South Ceylon,

the Jain monuments and establishments in
South India and the translations of several
inscriptions. The contribution of Mackenzie
to the history of the Jainas was very valu-
able as he wag practically the first scholar
to point out their place in the evolution of
the religions of India. (. Mackenzie's
great ambition was, as hag been already
said, to compile & Raisonne catalogue of all
his immense collections. Sy Alex Johns-
ton, always his friend, pressed upon the
Court of Directors to give leave to the
Colonel so that he could retire to FEagland
and arrange his materials with the assistance
of European scholars. Tf was just ab this
moment that the great man died.

then sixty-eight years of age.

When Col. Mackenzie died he left his
magnificent collections ang his protegees un-
cared for. His successor had no antiquarian
taste and it seemed that all the labours of
the great scholar would go unrecognized.
At this stage Sir Alex. Juhnston persuaded
the Directorsand the Governor-General, Tord
Hastings, to purchase the whole collection
for a lakh of rupees. The collection remain-
ed  however un-utilised for years till
H. . Wilson offered his services to the
Supreme Government to examine and re-
port upon the materials, that is, to do what
Col. Mackenzie had failed to do on account
of his fatal ill-health. The collections were
then handed over to Wilson. Already the
Indian agents of Mackenzie had prepared
some catalogues of the collections and these
were now organized into a corpus by Wilson
after a thorough revision and re-examination,
into a catalogue which was published in
1828, under the auspices of the Government.
Wilson’s Descriptive Catalogue (which was
re-printed in a single volume by Messrs

He was
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Higginbothams, Madras, in 1882) gives an
excellent analysis of the Mackenzie MSS be-
sides summarising in the introductory por-
tion the salient historical facts they disclose.
Wilson’s survey of the literature, religion,
and history which includes the history of
the Pandya, Chola, Chera, Kerala, Kadamba,
Ballala, Yadava. Chalukya, Andhra, the
Reddis of Kindavidu, the Gajapatis of cut-
tack, and Vijayanagar and the States which
came on the basis of its ruins, is a master-
piece in its own way, an excellent resume of
the historical matter which can be gleaned
from the collections, though, of course, only
very broad and general facts are given and
no intensive effort has been aimed at.

Meanwhile. an unfortunate thing had
talken place before the appearance of W%l-
con’s Catalogue, which the students of his-
tory in this presidency cannot but genuinely
regret ; and thab is, that between 1823 and
1825 a large number of the Collections the
portions in Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Java-
nese, and Burmese in addition to numerous
plans, coin, images, sculptures and trans-
lations of several MSS volumes were sent
away to England. All these volumes, I
believe, are in the Library of the India office.
The volumes and tracts in Indian languages
(Tamil, Teluguy, old Kanarese, modern
Kanarese, Malayalam, Mahratti, Uriya and
Hindi), as well as 225 local tribes and three
folio volumes containing about 8,000 in-
scriptions, were placed in the Madras College
Libraryiin 1828.

From this time onward the fortunes of
the Indian section alone are traced here. In
1830 the Madras Literary Society asked
Government to transfer the Collection Wh%ch
had fallen into confusion in the meanwhile,
to its charge. The Society intended to

select and publish the more valuable por-
tions of the Collections, e.g. the Jaina works
and inscriptions, at the suggestion of Pandit
Covely Venkata Tiakshmayya. Government
sanctioned the arrangement but the Collec-
tions remained, for some reason, unutilised
even after the transfer to the Literary
Society’s Library. In 1836 Pandit Laksh-
mayya revived the proposal of continuing
Col. Mackenzie's work., The Madras
Government submitted his offer to the
Sapreme Government and the latter in
turn referred it to the Asiatic Society at
Calcutta. The latter questioned the Pandit’s
qualifications and suggested the name of
Rev. William Taylor, an oriental scholar of
some reputation, for the thorough examina-
tion of theMackenzie recordsand for the pub-
lication of such papers as he might select for
the elucidation of Indian history, science,
philosophy, religion, customs, ete. Govern-
ment accordingly appointed Rev. Taylor on
an allowance of Rs. 400 per mensem for him
and a small establishment, to examine the
Mackenzie MSS (of Madras section) and
publish the valuable matter available there-
in.

Rev. Taylor completed the Raisonne
Cataloguec in two bulky volumss after a
labour of 14 months from July 1837 to
September 1838. He published five ana-
lytical reports in the Madras Journal of
Literature and science (Vols. 7 to 10).
Taylor found many Mss fading, some irre-
vocably lost and some mutilated and re-
moved in part or as a whole. He prepared
fresh copies at his own expense, of a lé,rge
number of Mss in five big folio volumes—
which may be seen to-day in the Oriental
Mss Library, Madras. .
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The recommendations of Rev. Taylor for
publication of select records did not bear
fruit. The Collection was once again neg-
lected. In 1847 it was retransferred from
the Madras Literary Society to the “College
Library.” In 1858 it was once again
brought to prominence in connection with
the East India House and Browne Mas.
The Government of Madras ordered a fresh
Baisonne Catalogue to be prepared and the
result was the third volume of Rev. Taylor’s
Biaisonne Catalogue. It is a classified and
fuller epitome of the collection than that
originally prepared by him.

The collection has ever since been lying
in the Government Oriental Mss Library
and utilised by Indian scholars. It contains

about 8000 Mss, but one Mss often containg
more works than one. Stray publications
of individual vecords have appeared in the
press. Full reference has been made in the
various District Gazetteers ; numerous arti-
cles have appeared in newspapers ; special
tracts and Mss have been published and
translated ; but no systematic attempt has
been made to publish the Collection as =
whole. Sir Walter Elliot made once a
futile proposal to that effect. The growth
of the Archaeological and Lpigraphical Dep-
artments, and the awakening of the pride in
vernacular literature, have nowadays made
the Mackenzie collections less valuable in
the present day. But there is still a consi-
derable amount of untapped material.

LOVE’S CYCLE.

From seeds of Love spring flowers of Light!
From seeds of Light spring flowers of Life !
From seeds of Tife spring flowers of Joy!

~ From seeds of Joy spring flowers of Sense !
From ceeds of Sense spring flowers of Beauty !
From seeds of Beauty spring flowers of Truth !
From seeds of Truth spring flowers Divine !
From seeds Divine spring Love and all !

K. V.
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR-

BY

K. NARAYANA RAo, B.A. MEDAK, HYDERABAD.

As one pledged to revolutionize the pre-
vailing system of teaching English in our
schools which has crippled our innocent
school population intellectually, I have chosen
as the theme of my article, English grammanr»
which is engaging the attention or educa-
tionists in the east as well 1n the west. In
imitation of the west, grammar has been
generally neglected for over twenty years
and educationists have begun to realise that
the falling off in quality is mainly dae to this
long-continued neglect. At the same time,
we have another school of educationists who
opine that it is due to too much of grammar
and to neglect of the Divect Method. Here
it is worth noting that, inspite of the wide-
spread discontent, no serious efforts have yet
been made to tackle with the problems of
English teaching beyond vague ezpressions
of appreciations or condemnation of gra-mma-.r
and direct method. Intering into the topic
with the light of our experience aided by
available side-lights, we shall find that there
is no clear conception of the nature and
scope of English grammar.

Coming to language, we see that it consists
of words and their combination into senten-
ces, but what really constitutes language
is not mere words but the handling of words.
Hence, understanding a language means
understanding the interaction of the values
of word upon word in the combinations in
which we find them, and this in English
comes from a clear knowledge of the struc-
ture of the sentence, that is, the arrange-

ment of words, aad the relation and concoad

etweben them in the sentnce and the princi-
ples underlying the structure constitute
grammar. This consideration leads us to
conclude that grammar has nothing to do
with independent words but only when
woven into a sentence. These combinations
or language formulae are acquired by imita~
tion, and grammar, then, reduces itself o
this: how do the best writers and speakers
use the words ? and this knowledge is gained
not froma grammar book but direct from
the language itself by intelligent observation
and imitation. From this we may conclude
that a correct form of the language is onein
conformity with the language-sanction, and
a wrong one is a deviation from it and that
our aim ought to be to attain to the accepted
standard, But often we come across such
expressions as  He is good in English, only
he makes grammatical mistakes "’ and this
contradiction in terms is due to the concep-
tion and teaching of grammar as apart from
the language. Here we may note that any
grouping of words not in conformity with
the language sanction in all its aspects is
ungrammatical and that o say ¢ the house in
that I live ’. ¢ I do fond of milk ’, ‘I comes
tomorrow ’, or ‘ I put the book table on ’is
as grave a language error asto say ‘cat’
“ mat ’, and that the deterioration in the
standard of English is mainly due to thig
misconception of grammar,

From the above considerations it follows
that teaching grammar means teaching cor-
rect language and since our aim is correct
language, grammar must be resorted to frocs
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the beginning, not in the traditional mode
of following tbe book-order but according to
language needs, with a view to initiate the
child into the language structure. For ex-
ample, since the sentenceis the unit of
thought we have to begin grammar with
the first rule of syntax. Grammar cannot
be looked upon as a water-tight compart-
ment, each feature coming into play ata
certain appointed point of time but must be
rendered clastic 50 as to meet any demands
made upon it and any fixing of the portion
to he dealt with in each class must necessa-
rily depend upon the language-nceds of the
book and the concentric system has to be
adopted from the very beginning. Grammar,
as it is taught, is looked upon as a distinct
branch of learning with no bearing on the
shaping of the language. Theone expedient
by which all grammar can be taught irres-
pective of book-order is parsing but the
pature and purpose of parsing has been ig-
nored, and it has been stereotyped into a
mechanical process and looked upon asan
accomplishment to be achieved at a higher
stage. Again, we are constrained to remark
that analysis which is merely a tool, a pro-
cess employed to show how the parts of a
sentence are connected with one another
and to disclose their bearings on one another
has been brought under grammar and look-
ed upon as a feat to be accomplished at an
advanced stage. Asa process calculated to
create insight into the structuve of the sen-
tence and thereby to bring about a clear re-
alisation of the significance of the sentence,
analysis must begin where language be-
gins. DBub curiously enough, instead . of
teaching by analysis, the teacher is made o
teach analysis and that at an advanced

From what has been said it follows that
the teacher must have a sound knowledge of
the grammar and that he must be able to
deal it in agreeable doses to meet the needs
of.the moment. In conclusion we cannob
fml to realise that our outlook of grammar
15 radically defective and stands in urgent
need of a thorough overhauling.

.\/Vith these data for our guidance, let us
briefly survey the scheme of grammar-
study recommended for the Madras High
School Course with a view to examine how
far it is calculated to improve matters. The
first impression that comes after a perusal
of the scheme is that no grammar is taught
below the high school stage and that analysis,
f;he open sesame to all stores of knowledge
18 not made use of in explaining the language
but only treated as a separate branch of
knowledge from IV form onwards. This
pr.ocedure seems t0 have been based on the
misconception that grammar has no place
under the Direct Method, Neglect of
analysis necessarily means neglect of
synthesis. Apother outstanding feature of
the scheme is the relegation of syntax to V
afld VI forms, which makes plain that any
kind of language is admissible below that
stage. The parsing of words which, as at
present treated, serves no purpose, is an
unpecessary imposition on V and VI forms.
Thirdly, the recommendation of the use of
the full-stop, mark of Interrogation,
Apgstrophe, Quotation marks and the use of
capitals in IV form throws sufficient light
on the quality of English work done below
IV form. Again, a knowledge of the normal
order of words which is the very essence of
the structure of English, is consigned to the
top-most class whereas it should be the

L e .
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There is also misconception in the scope
of grammar in that the interchange of divect
and indirect forms which iz purely a matter
of langnage 13 still treatel as part of
grammar. This feature of the language
may be easily attended to {rom I form on-
wards. We may also note that thereisno

conception of the language as an organic

whole.

Trom the fovegoing observations it is
evident that there is no improvement on the
traditional conception and  treatment of
grammar and this suffices to account for the
deterioration in the standard of the language,
to say nothing of the confusion caused by the
misconceived direct method and by other in-
flnences. All this brings honie to us the neces-
sity of lkeeping in close touch with progressive
thought in edncation within and without.

I
* These who may wish for more light on the topic arc advized 1to refer to the hook on the teaching

of English in Indian Schools, priced at 12 annas and available from the Secretary, Ssath Indiun Teacher, Madras.
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SCHOLASTIC ATMOSPHERE: ANCIENT AND
MODERN:-

By
K. Krishnamachariar, B.4. T, T.

It has almost become a fashion of<the day education must adjust itself to the needs of
to shed a pious tear or two over the ideals of the home and the society as well. An
ancient Gurukulas and a few bitter tears atmosphere far from the hoine and the society
over those of our present day schools. In isconsidered artificial, and hence not quite
some quarbers it is seriously suggested at healthy for the bringing up of the social
times that we must go back to the ancient man. * To fit the child for life” is the
days and rebuild our Educational systems slogan that influences our present day ideals;
on those models. Our critics forget that the life is supreme and the child must fit himself
society of those remote ages was far simpler for it. In other words, where life and child
than what we have to-day. And we haveso do not agree, the latter must yield. On the
far advanced, that a return is quite unthink- other hand, the ancient ideal was * to fit
able in our modern conditions of life. life for the child,” and it implicd that the

The teachers of those days believed thay child was supreme and he could turn the
the atmosphere of the family and the society course of life wherever it did not agree with
was detrimental to the education of the child him. In smaller and simpler societies of
and consequently he was removed from home the ancient days, it was perhaps practicable
ab a very young age and kept away from the and hence was consciously developed.
bustle of work-a-day life. In the calm at- Again, the ideals of education in those

mosphere of the forest uncontaminated by remote days were moulded mainly on the
“ everything of something” and

the stress and struggle of the common man, lines of
whereas ours are

he was brought up fora decade or two, until * one thing at a time,”
a type of character was formed and deeply mostly determined by * something of every-
rooted in him. When the teacher or Guru thing” and ““ all ata time’ at least for the
was satisfied that there was no danger of a major part of the pupils’ career. Naturally
break-down of the character of the pupil in  the pupil was then under the induence of a
any conflict with the conditions of his later teacher for a number of years, before he
life opposed to those of his life in the surroun- could think of a change to another. Even
dings of the forest home, he was given per- this change wasguided by the teacher, Ip
mission to return to the home of his parents, many cases, thsre was no change of the
and assume his social and civic responsibi- teacher at all throughout the educational

lities. career. Hence the influence of the teacher

But to-day, our Educationists believe in onthe pupil was very real and of permanent
Education given to the pupil in his natural chavacter. Besides, the life in the teacher’s
surroundings. The influence of the home home, like one of his household was conducive
and the society must be keptin tact, and to a bond of affection, inconceivable today.
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As against this, let us see what we have.
A variety of ““ subjects” is to be taught every
day ; and consequently a change of hands
every hour, or a fraction thereof, is inevita-
ble. At this rate a stundent has to pass
through the hands of at least a score of
teachers, before he completes his secondarvy
course. And the teacher, once passed over
in a lower course, is rarely come acrossin a
higher course ; so far as the pupilis con-
cerned, the teacher ceases to be a living
force. and becomes something like a mile-
stone in a tourist’s journey never again
to be cast eyes upon. Thus the iniluences of
the score of teachers on the pupil, acti and
react upen one another, and the pupil, in
nine cases out of ten, emerges out of the
hands of the last teacher just as he entered
into those of the first with merely
the effect of the influences of the
family and the social circles in which he
lives and breathes. Couple with this our
present day social, political, economic and
communal turmoils, and you have a correct
picture of the present day pupil--a helpless
and pathetic soul vainly struggling to find a
solid rock to stand upon, beneath the forceful
current of a complex life threatening to up-
set his balance and carty him away in the
merciless floods, whithersoever they are
pleased to move. This in the case of the
pupil who is conscious of himself as an
entity. But the generality of the student
world is not so conscious. It simply moves
on without end or aim, and in many cases
it is doubtful whether it is conscious of the
move at all. All this is because of the want
of permanent influence of the teacher on
the pupil.

Now let us see what the present day

teacher himself is, as contrasted with the

Guru of the ancient days. The Guru kept
himself in an atmosphere of his own crea-
tion. The character of a Guarukula was
the ddirect outcome of the character of the
Guvru. He was not bound to admit into his
kome an element which might disturb his
atmosphere. Any disturbing factor discover-
ed later on he was at liberty to expel. He
had no need to bow down. The parent
or any other agent had not to dictate
to him what he should or should not teach
in his Gurukula. In other words, his wares
were on exhibition, and seekers of knowledge
had only to choose among what he bad to
offer; or at times there wa: not even the
question of choice at all. He alone had the
initial and the final say on the question of
the finish of the educational career of his
pupil. For the Gurukula the state did not
exist; if it existed at all, it was only to
extend its protecting hand over it.

Besides, the wants of the Guru were few,
and were easily fulfilled; the pupils heartily
contribnted their own share in their fulfil-
ment, by way of loving. Now our present
day teacher is as much a social man as any
other individual. His wants are as many as
those of any other member of the society.
He cannot escape the forces of social
currents; he has to swim through or be swept
away by them. Being a member of the
complex society, he has only the same
morality as any other member has to his
credit. He is swayed by the same moftives
or impulses as others are.

Several higher authorities there are to
which he has to submit !such as the state,
the management, the parent, and so on. He
has no voice, exclusive or inclusive, in the
framing of the courses of instruction or in

the final judgment of his pupils’ fitness for
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advance from a definite stage to another.
Admission or withdrawal of pupils in his
class is done over his head. Naturally his
soul cannot be in his work. ITis work is an
avtificial frame into which he gets for a
time; and he comes out of it with a sigh of
relief, when the time is over.

One other [actor that determined the

ancient ideals is now to be considered. The
ancients belicved in an all comprchensive
Literary Education for the classes, and only
a culbural Iiducation for the magses. They
had no faith inliteracy asa panacca  for all

social illse  The cultural education for the

masses was sought to be imparted by rituals
. o o 'y
social and religious; by temples and their

festivals; by rccitals of stories, historical

and mythical, from the epics; by organising
and condncting spectacular  Bhajanas of
devotional songs; by enacting on  public
stages scenes from the lives of godly souls
handed down from gencration to generation.
Hence the need for literacy was reduced toa
mintmum and the classes of the Gurukulas
were within limits of easy control.
. But  to-day we helieve in  universal
literacy, ab loast to the standard of mastering
the three R’s; and our masses cannot there-
fore be shut ont from our systems of edu-
cation. Our classes are bound so be unwieldy
ab least for a long time to come.

How then can we speak in the same
sbrain of the atmosphere of ancient Guru-
kulas and that of our schools to-day ?
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EDITORIAL.

Revised S. S. L. C. Course :—

Government have approved of the decision
of the §. 8. T.. C. Board that the revised
course shall come into force from this
academic year. Copies of syllabuses have
been received by head-nasters of high
schools and we are receiving complaints that
the syllabuses ave still heavy and that the
strain on the pupil will be great. One point
in the general scheme which causes uneasi-
ness to the management 1s the retention of
Manual training under group DB. As the
revised scheme stands at present, instruction
in manual training isexpected to be given to
all pupils throughout the high school course.
It may be that instruction in- manual train-
ing isl very desirable. Dut the managing
bodies feel that schools will be able to
do very little if special financial help be not
extended to them. The initial outlay on
puildings and tools, and the recurring expen-
diture year after year will be found to be
beyond the capacity of mnst of the wmanag-
ing bodies. Teachers feel that this provision
regarding Manual training will become a
dead letter if the deparbmant should choose
to follow the policy of splendid isolation.
We should like to know whether the depart._
ment is awave of the financial implications
of this proposal. 'We shall be glad to learn
that the department has definite proposals
on hand and has persnaded the government
to providean adequate amount in the budget
for the year 1930-31. If funds cannot be
found, it is babber to dolete the item. The
public should not be askel to believe that
the importance of Manual training has been
recognised merely by assigning a place to it

in the scheme.

An important modification of the oirignal
proposal is the inclusion under group A
of “ History of England”. There i3 one
section of teachers who feel that this
will add to the burden of the pupil and that
the scheme may prove workable and satis-
factory only if the optional group he deleted,
The syllabus in Elementary science will be
found to admit of still further lightening and
there is difference of opinion in regard
to details uudev the topic of Physicsin
Tilementary science. We should like in
this connection to invite the attention of our
readers to the extracts from the report of
the committee appointed by the Prime-
minister of Great DBritain some time back,
published elsewhere. Teachers, should how-
ever realise that syllabuses are after all
intended to indicate the scope of
the course in each subject and ib
is not desirable that we should be
pualling up the plant constantly by its
roots. TLiet us make an honest attempt to
give effect to the scheme and take care to
record the difficulties that confront us in its
actual working. If the considered opinion
of the teaching profession, based on actual
experience should point o the need for a
modication of the scheme, the S.8.L.C.
Board will be certainly prepared to accept
the view of the profession.

Another question that should be consi-
dered at this stage is that of eligibility- The
Academic Councils of the Universities in the
Madras Presidency are given the power to
formulate the rules of eligibility, We do not
know whether all the universities will be
willing to act together and to adopt one
uniform rule. Teachers would like to k‘ne.w
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the number of divisions for which separate
minima will be prescribed and the percent-
age of marks required of candidates in each
division. We feel tbat, in fixing the per-
centage of marks, the responsible anthorities
shonld bear in mind that the secondary
school course is a general course and that
bupils cannot be expected to be equally pro-
ficient in all the subjects included in the
course.

We understand that the South India
Teachers’ Union has under contemplation a
scheme of Refresher courses in Natural
science, Geography, etc., and that;it has re-
quested the Director to help the union in
organising the sane. The necessity for such
courses will be certainly admitte.d and we
hope the Department will be willing to do
all it can so asto enable the Union to make
the refresher courses really useful,
The Grant.in-aid Code.—

We are yet to hear what action is
posed to be taken on the recommendations
of the special officer appointed by the Gov-
erntnent to report, among other things, on
the lines in which the existing grant-in-aid
code should be modified. It ig unfortunate
there should have been such an inordinate
delay in the consideration of the report of the
special officer. The Government will do
well to publish the report of the special
officer so that the public and managing bodies
may know how the question of aid has been
attempted to be solved. This delay is inter-
preted as indifference on the part of the Gov-
ernment to the education of more than alakh
of pupilsin aided secondary schools. Managing
bodies who have come to regard this delay
asa normal feature of the Government
cannot be expected to be enthusiastic when

pro-

attempts are made tointroducc a new scheme

or to improve the existing system of education.
That is why we feel that the inclusion of
manual training will cause a good deal of
embarrassment to them. The responsibility
of the Government does not stop with re-
peating the slogan of “ half the net-cost or
two-third of the net-cost.” No responsible
member of the Government has till now
cz.l.red to explain to the managing bodies what
difficulty there is in getting the grant-in-aid
code suitably modified. There is no one in
the Legislative Council, who can heckle the
minister for education on bhis p:int. The
main cause for the insecurity of tenure of
service of teachers in aided schools is lack of
finance, and the teaching profession will be
Justified in holding that the Government is
the chief agent responsible for this deplorad
ble condition inasmuch as it has not care”
to give any attention to the question of the
grant-in-aid, The ditastrous consequences
of such a policy of inaction have been
brought to the notice of Government time
and again. 'What did Sir Henry Stone, a
former Director of Public Instruction say !
* There is hardly any non-mission school,
the finances of which are on an assured and
bermanent basis- They therefore live from
hand to mouth, underpaying their teachers,
@outing for pupils, economising disastrously
‘1.1 buildings and equipment and such essen-
tlal matters of recurring expeaditure as
laboratory necessaries and stationery. Secon-
dary education is consequently carried on
at B decidedly low level of efficiency, and
Wh11§ thfa number of pupils undergoing i
s oerceo il e e 18 enl

, quality of instruc.

tion, particularly in the lower classes, is

often deplorably poor.” The man on the

gpot whose view is Supposed to carry greay
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weight with the Government has expressed
himself in no ambiguous manner. Our
ministers want to mike us understand that
under the reformed Government, they enjoy
plenty of freedom to adopt measares caleu-
lated to promote the progress of the people.
Can our minister for education tell us that
they have paid heed to the views of experts
and taken steps to remove the defects? A
valuable opportunity presented itself to the
present minister for education when Madras
had a windfall in the form of remission of the
contributions bv the Government of India.
Any minister who is keen on finding a solu-
tion will have jumped at this opportunity
and made strenuous efforts to secure
an adequate amount S0 as to meet
the special requirements of aided schools.
Where there is a will, there is a way. Is
there a will to act at all ?
* x

Spirit of Co.operation.

We regret to learn from the Secretary of
the Journal Committee that some of our sub-
cribers refuse to take copies of the journal
ordeved by them. A few sabscribers con-
tinue to receive the copy for a time but take
it into their heads to refuse the same when
subscription 1s demanded.  Some sub-
scribers there ave who have allowed the sub-
scription to fall into arrears. The work of
the journal is carried on by honorary workers
and unless the subscribers who are interested
in the journal heartily co-operate with the
Journal Committee, 1t will be difficult to run
the journal along efficient busim.ass lines.
A subscriber who keeps the subscription in
arrears will indirectly be a pacty to the delay
in the despatch of copiesto alarge number of
subscribers.

The office takes great care to satisfy itself
that the copies are despatched to the

*

subscribers in time but there is reason to
fear that the copies are not delivered to the
concerned subscribers since the address is not
given in some cases accurately. We would
appeal to our subscribers to write to the
Secretary in case they do not receive the issue
for the month before the end of that month.

Qur readers may be aware that the
All-India Federation of Teachers’ Associa-
tions will be holding its conference this year
in Madras. All pavticulars relating to that
conference will be published in our journal
from time to time. Teachers’ associations
and institutions in our presidency, which

“have not yet subscribed for a copy will do

well to become subscribers at once so
that they may be in touch with the
progress of the arrangements for the
conference. The Secretary of the Journal
Committee has, we understand, furnish-
ed the Secretaries of District Teachers' Gruilds,
with a list of schools and associations whose
names are not found in the list of our sub-
scribers. Is it too much to expect a school
or an association to subscribe for a copy of
our journal which is acknowledged to be the
journal of the teaching profession? We do
not think that great persuasion is necessary
and we request the secretaries to give them
the necessary particulars.
* * *

The Call of the country :—

" Girdhar Vallabhai Patel is pre-eminently a
man of action. His intimate acquaintance
with the life of the people gives him a
special claim to speak with authority on
what is needed for the country. The appeal
which he has made to the Brahmins in his
speech at Trichinopoly is a clear proof of the
great interest he has been taking in the study
of the problem of rural reconstruction
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The policy which the Government has
chosen to adopt in respect of recruitment
and promotions is well known toall and a
feeling of intense dissatisfaction has come to
prevail particularly in the educational
serviees since the claims of ofticers who have a
good record have been ignored on considera-
tions other than fitness, andseniovity. These
officers feel they have no vemedy and
should submit to the inevitable. Iven this
present policy of the Government may have
a virtue and we hope it will he an eye-opener
to the large number of graduates, who are
making herculean efforts to geb o place in
the public service. Liet them think over the
observations of our Sirdhar and judge for
themselves what their plain duty is: < After
all, if the Branmins have cometo believe
that they have no openings left except the
services or the legal or the medical profes-
sion, where is the superiority ? The openings
are being closed before your eyes. Graduates
are turned out like the double crop of your
irrigated area twice a year. What are you
going to do with the thousands of young
men trained in these colleges and nniversi-
ties ? There 1s not enough place or space for
you. The only alternative is to find out
cther openings. After all you claim superio-
rity of brain and intelligence. . . . ., The
privilegeand the honour of training and
imparting learning to the masses and classes
of this vast land was yours. To-day the
conntry is soaked in ignorance. Your young
men are not preparved to go to the villages
among the ignorant folk and give them light.
.. . . Take charge of your former place of
honour and position.” We hope our young-
men will try to understand the significance
of the observaiions quoted above. A change
wf mentality is needed and if that!can be

bronght about, the unscemly manifestation
of commnnal fecling will disappear and
public life will besomna purer. Tt is  cleav
that public services can absorh o limited
number of young men and we therefore feel
that the remarks of the  Sivdhar should
receive  the carnest  attention of  all
educated men, Brahmins and  non. Brah-

mins alike.
o * *
Moadras

Women’s education in the
Presidency.

The publication of the report on the
Development of Women’s Iducation in the
Presidency is an event of rather unusual
imterest and  lmportance in  the acti-

vibies  of the Department of  [iduca-
tion during the year 1923 =29, The report
which is the eutcome of a survey undertaken
after the Conference of Women Ofticers held
in 1927, deals with all the stages and grades
of girls’ education and contains a construc-
tive programme for the development of girls’
education for ten years. The aggregate cost
of these proposals is estimated at Iis. 12
lakhs in the first year and vising gradually
during each of the succceding years, is ex-
pected to go np to Rse 53 lakhs  ultimately.
Government, while recognizing the impor-
tance of taking adequate measures for the
development of women’s education in the
proposals
involve considerable additional expenditure,

presidency, observe that the

both recurring and non-recurring, and that
they cannot, considering the limited nature
of the funds available and the innuwmerable
demands on such funds, guarantee that they
will be able to finance the entire scheme in
the next few years. We shall confine our
criticism to the recommendations relating to
elementary education,

319

The striking feature in the field of elemen-
tary education is the great disparity that exists
between boys’ and girls’ education. This
a.isparity is due to the fact that the impor-
tance of girls’ education was little recog-
nized in the early years and that in recent
years all funds and energy were concen-
trated on boys’ education to the great detri-
ment of girls’ education. The report there-
fore emphasises the need for taking vigorous
steps for removing this disparity by the
opening of a large number of girls’ schools
every year and by including the education
of girls in all schemes for the introdnction
of compulsory education. It also suggests
that local bodies may be required to devote
a fixed percentage of its funds to
girls’ education and to maintain separate ac-
counts for boys’ and girls’ education. Govern-
ment appear to have called upon local
bodies to send in their proposals as regards
the minimum percentage that may be fixed.
While no one can gainsay the fact that local
bodies should spend a much larger propor-

tion of their funds on girls’ education, we
should satisfy ourselves whether it is prac-
ticable or desirable to prescribe a fixed per-
centage or to maintain separate accounts.
For one thing it would create separateness
'n a question in which there should be com-
plete unity. Secondly, it may work against
oirls’ education itself, asit may lead local
;odies to treat the minimum fixed as the
maximum, while the circumstances of the
case require that all available funds sh'0}11d
be spent on the object. While recognising
the desirability of co-education in the early
stages and the employment of women tea-
chers for these grades, the report takesacco-
unt of the situation and recommends that
sépara.te schools for girls should be establish-

4

.ed wherever necessary. As regards staff,
the report points out the need for the pro-
vision of increased facilities for training and
recommends the opening of training school
for women at several places in the presiden-
cy. It should, however, be pointed out that
the mere provision of increased facilitics for
training will not, by itself, solve the problem
of the supply of an adequate number of
qualified teachers. As the report itself re-
cognises, the conditions of service should ba
improved in several respects before we can
expect an appreciably larger number of
qualified women to join the teaching profegs
sion. The scales of pay, rates of teaching
grant, method of recruitment and appoint«
ment and control, all need lookicg into,
Prior to the transfer of education to the
Provincial Goveruments, the Government
of India had emphasised the need for provi-
ding several amenities to women teachers 50
as to make the teaching service attractive
but unfortunately the war intervened and
effect could not be given to those recommen-
dations. Though the Resolution of the Goy-
vernment of India on the subject is still
there, it remains a dead letter. It would be

better if Local Governments examined the
whole question in the light of the recommen-
dations of the Government of India and car.
ried out the needed reforms calculated to
secure and retain the services of qualified
women teachers. The report also recom-
mends that 3750 girls’ schools should be
opened out of Provincial Funds, 500 in each
of the five years and 250 in each of the last
five years. The cost of the proposals in res.
pect of elementary education alone is estima-
ted to rise from Rs. 1'7 lakhs in the first
yearto Rs. 17°6 lakhs in the tenth year.
This may look staggering but considering
how important the development of girls’
education is to national well-being, the
minister for Education will have toask him-
self if it can at all be grudged, )
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TOPICS FROM

Organisation—the Way Out

In the course of an address to the Principals
of sacondary schools at Cleveland, Mr. Frank,
D. Boynton, after praising the American organi-
gabion of teachers, demands of Teachers’ organi-
gabions and of their mombors a greater interest
in the politics of the country through effective
organisation. ITe says, * what is noeded is bigger
and better teacher lobbies. Through our
organisations and leaders, through state depart-
ments of education and other child welfare or-
ganisations, we should bring increasing pressure
to bear on educational legislation. Toa long
have we left this great responsibiliby to those
whose major interests lis in other fields, That
is why education i to-day one of the most
inadequately financed of any of the great public
enberprises. That is why teaching is prover-
bially the most poorly paid of any of the pro-
fessions . . . . . . But unless society can be lad
or driven into offering rewards for the training
of 1ts childron more nearly comparable to those
it is willing to pay to the inakers of its automobileg
it must expect to see a large portion of its finest
teaching ability expending itself in business and
industrial enterprise. Is nob it a fair question,
even if disturbing to the established order, to
ask 1 Are these maberial things more hinpartant
than the training of youth in which is wrapped
up the genoral welfare. At present it would
geom that the way out is through organisation
through the selection of leaders of ability and
ecouraye, and through the adoption of all logiti-
mate mothods which other interests and blockg
have used successfully. Thus may wa hope to
hasten tha day whon bankers and manufacturerg
cease to draft the laws for the control of Publie
Bducation. We have been piously told that oursg
is a noble profession. Let us make it an effec-
tiva oue for the protection of its own interests
and the interosts of the youth entrusted to our
care. Lebt us remember that whon we ontereq
upon the profession of teaching we did not lay
aside a single duby, responsibility or privilege
which other citizens enjoy . .. .. Liat usg an
be deterred from using them elfectively by any
ery of the “wolf”, “wolf” from the camp of the
intercsts. '

(With acknowledgments to The Journalof the
National Education dssociation.)

The Democratic Theory of Educatjon

' Libraries are educational institutions j{;gb
ag much ac any othors”, says Livorett Dean
Martin, in the course of an address delivered at
tha fifty firss annual conferaace of the American

PERIODICALS

Library Association, (reproduced in the July
issue of the Adult Lducation and the Library.)
The same great tovewment for universal educa-
tion that created the public school, later croated
the library. The idoa of tho first was that
there should be stimulated a demand for good
roading, for knowle.lgo of the wisdom of the
ages. The idea of the sccond was thab there
should be some place where that demand coul
be supplicd. Librarios, therefore, aro & part of
the educational system of this land. I want 60
discuss thoe phase of this subject which is mosb
familiar to me, and that is adult educablon
from the standpoint of its philogophy + « « » = ¢
A hundred years ago, after the revolution of the
eighteenth century, the humanitarians, the
followers of Roussoan and Pestalozzi and, 1o
our country, Horace Mann, hala great dread
and their dream was that if only the rank and
file of humanity could be trained in the Wa¥
that the privilegod few had been trained, hab
perhaps all mankind might in some way share 12
our cultural inheritance. It was folb that
educi}tiOH was a vested intorest and that it Was
a privilege, that in some way the masses O
mankind were hungry for it, but thab the
barriers of class and of oconomic opportuniby ha
}{ept the great rank and file of mankind 10
lgnorance. Theraforo if only these barriers could
be broken down and tho rank and file of huma:
nity be initiated into the wisdom of the agos &
culbural millenium will come among us. - - * '

The notion was therefore democratic in the
sense thut it hold that the educational privileges
should be given to all men . . . . . Aristoble
has said that a liberal education is not for the
workers or for business men, It is not fOF
workers because they cannot take ib, SinCe
labour debages the body, and it is not for bust
ness men because trade debages the mind.
think ther'e is something in it. The democracies
of the' ninebeenth century denied Aristotle’s
clasg distinction and boljoved that all mankin
wauld and could somshow share in the wisdom
of theages . . . . | Trom the standpoinb O
mere numbers engaged, there ig to-day & sorb of
mob movemens for education,

]

. .Th?m has been & consequent gain in produc-
tivity. Thare has been an advance in skill. On the
whole, we are better dressed better fod, and more
amused, than peoplo were in other days. Thero

has been a great , ita i k
> per capita incroase of wealth
and better distribution of it.

i (_,
How far has;the hope of Horace Mann been
realisod among us? [ think the situation i

rather disappointing. Our vpeople read. ye3,
but they read the tabloids, and the worse the

paper the larger its circulation......... And what
we do in the matter of reading we do very much
in other lines......... Always before, if one had

gome work of art to present, one presented it to
people whohad some tradition, some sense of
value, some poise, but the motion picture must
appeal to the man in the street. The result is
that you get pretty well in it what are the prefer-
ences of the man in the street. The trouble
with the ‘movie’ is the audience, and just as
with the motion picture, so with our political
life and so with nearly everything that touches
this vast democracy of ours. It must all be cub
down to the level of the lowest cranijal
altitude,

‘ Why has this affliction come upon us ? With
all the education we have had, with all the skill
in devising the latest and the most psychologi-
cally astute mebhods of putting educabion over
on our American youth, why are we as a people
in the tabloid stage of civilization? For one
reason, I think we are confused asto what we
mean by education...... Unless we have a precon-
coived seb of values which weare seeking to
achieve by our education, it is ohvious that our
civilization, has no concerted drive, or tone or
philosophy. Education is simply philosophy ab
work. It hag always been so, and the values of
experience, the preferences which areessentially
important in our education, are those which
gooner or later characterise the life and thought
and choice of our multitudes, and if we
educators haven't a philosophy, then we are in
a gerious situation. We then, by removing the
barriers, let the cattle into the corn, and that
is what has happened.”

A Travelling Library

Two large motor cars fitted up as libraries
are staring out on a tour through Italy concen-
trating on lonely neighbourhoods or places far
from towns. All sorts of beoks will be ready
for distribution, including the more classical
works and the latest lierary productions, and
as many persons as possible will be enabled to
profit by these books, persons who would other-
wise find them wholly beyond their reach.

A Travelling Theatre

The Rome correspondent of “ The Times”
writes :

Tew Fascist undertakings have won such an
immediate and unqualified pom‘l‘larihy as the
travelling theatre known as " The Car of
Thespis.” Organised by the Serv'lzlo Educazione
Artistiea of the Dopolavoro, which hag done so

]
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much recently to encourage the cult of the
theatre among the masses, and which with 168
amateur performances and its encouragement of
regional and national competitions has worked
on much the same lines as those of the British
Drama League. ‘‘The Car of Thespis” is pri-
marily due to the initiative of Signor Turati,
gecrebary of the Fascist Party. Signor Turati
wished above all to make the theatre better
known among the rural population living in dis-
tricts of Compania, Calabria Apulia, and Sicily
that are rarely visited by the ordinary profes-
sional touring company. Great success had
attended the theatrical performances given dur-
ing the War by the so-called " Teatro del Sal-
dato” in farmhouses or in the open air behind
the Front, and Signor Turati argued:that what
had been so successful then might prove equally
popular in time of peace.

This travelling theatre is in itself a gcod
example of ingenuity and modern mechanism.
Formed of a canvas-covered steel skeleton, the
theatre is so easily collapsible that it can be put
up or taken down in a few hours. It has a
complete electric lighting installation with a
“ Fortuny” cupola that enables the most artistic
effects to be produced. There are no footlights.
According to the modern practice, the lighting
comes from above, and all the lamps and re-
flectors are of the most up-to date pattern.
Unlike the familiar travelling ecircus, the
theatre has no cords or wooden poles. The sfeel
skeleton is composed entirely of interfitting
stoel rods, and it is covered with waxed and
specially prepared canvas similar to that used
in the construction of aeroplanes. The theatre
is also fitbed with small but adeguate dressing-
rooms fovr the actors. The entire theatre,
which incidentally was planned and designed in
one month, can be packed on to two camions,
while the actors and actresses a-e themselves
transported in a motor charabane.

The diretor of this remarkable enterprise is
Signor Gioacchino Forzano, who is well known
not merely as a dramatic author, but also as the
regisseur or metteur en scene ab the Scala of
Milan, where he is responsible for the staging
of the operas and for the acting of the masses
and of the singers The designing of the
costumes hag been put into the capable hands of
Signor Cavalieriand Signor Testi of the Regio
Teatro of Turin. Finally it should be mention-
od that the company itself is made up of 18 per-
gons the majority of whom are professional
actors and actresses of recognised standing ex-
perience.

As may readily be imagined, it was no simiple
thing to choose the repertory of this travelling
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theatre. It wag essential that the plays should
all be of ltalian authorship, and it was also
necossary that the plays, while being in genoral
sufficiently elevated to elucate the audiences
should at the same time contain those melo-
dramatic and other qualities that appeal fto
more or less unsophisticated spactators, The

Car of Thespis’ was nob to be the vehicle for
pr9duclng the works of somo neglected and
misunderstood genius. The playwrights were
to ba men who said simple things in simple
la.ng_ua,ge and who did no$, in the words of one
Italian newspaper, compsl the spictitors to lie
awake all night after a performance trying to
solve soma p3ychological problem and wonder-
ing why the characters bad finally found their
way info a comedy instead of a lunatic agylum.
In t.‘,he upshof the choice has fallen upon dramas
which are largely classical, such as Alfieri's

Oreste,” Marenco’s ‘‘ II Falcontere di Pietra
Ardena,” Goldoni’s *“ Lin Donna Vendicabiva
Nov:il's * Vecchi Eroi,”" and the ' Gianni
Schiechi” of Signor Forzano.

So far as one can judge from newspaper
accounts, tha success of tha opening perform-
ances in Romse, which was given in the Pincian
Gardens and which was witnessad by Sigoor
Mussolini, is being repsatad on the tour that
hss now begun. A3 a general rule two per-
formances are to be given in each provincial head-
quarters and one only in the smaller cantres. If
was originally intendad to charge a smnll price
for admission ranging from 10 lire for the front
goabs at premieres to 75 centesimi for second
geats in smaller centres. By a special order of
tha Duce, howaver, all fees have bean abolished
oxcepb for a few rows ab premieres given in pro.
viacial headquarters. The only alverss ecriti-
cism heard has been that distant speztators do
not get a very good view of the stage. This
defect could, however, easily be remedied either
by raising the stage or by setting up the theatre
on sloping ground, (with Acknowledgments to
the Madrus Mail).

*

Salaries of Science Teachers.

AN AMERICAN INQUIRY.

The scientific correspondent of ** The Times™
writes :—

A discussion is taking place in the American
journal ** Science.” the organ of the American
Asgsociation for the advancement of science, on
the remuneration of professors and teachers in
American colleges. 'The matter is of more than
professional interest, for in America, as in this
country, a considerable body of gcientific re-
vearch is carried out by men and women who

are paid in the first place as teachers. DButb on
wider grounds, as Mr. John D. Rockefeller
wrote in 1919 when he was transmitting one of
his great donations to the General Education
Board:

" It is of the highest importance that those
entrusted with the education of youth and the
increase of knowledge should not be led to
abandon their calling by reason of financial
pressure or to cling bo it amid discouragements
due to financial limitations. It is of equal im-
portance to our future welfare and progress
that able and inspiring young men and women

should not for similar reasons be deterred from -

devoting their lives to teaching.”

So as not to complicate the account, I shall
not distinguigh between men and women. The
facts in America are said to be shortly that

wherever man and women are holding approxi-:

mately similar posts the salaries of the women
are lower.

The inquiry divided the budget needs of

professors a,qd terchers into thres groups, those’
cqnnecbed 'W_lth the profession, those concerned
‘with the living expenses of self and family, and

those necessary for inancial sscurity. ISarners
of all kinds naturally have experience of the
second and third of these groups, but the first
is -less familiar to most. Every competent
sc_lence'professor or teachér must be adding to
his subject by his own studies and research, and
apart from actual expenditure on the materials
and apparatus for research, part of which inevi-
tably falls on him, he must kesp in contact with

his field through membership of societies, pur-:
chase of books, subscriptions to scientific perio-

dlca,ls_;, and visits to scientific congresses and
meetings. Annual meetings like those of the
British Association and even the more frequent
abtendances at the meetings of learned societies
all cost something, and yet are so valuable as to
be_a.lmpsb a necessary part of the work of &
scxen.tnﬂc' man. Subscriptions to a eertain number
of seientific journals are almost equally inevi-
table..althougl} in some cases the subseription to
a soplqty carries with it receipt of at Jeast one
specialized periodical and access to others. Bub
almost without exception, a working professor
has to buy many books and periodicals, as he
must h.a.ve t.hem in his own house. Another
proff.\sslon&l item, almost necessary, is the pos-
session of a private study, not a mere smoke
room or snuggery, but sufficient to serve as a
library gn(} a8 & working room, for, unlike the
vast majoriby of business men, the seientific man
musb- work at home in hig lsisure.

With regard to the conditions of living and
provision for emergencies, the scientific man
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is Tless distines from obbers. Possnblfie:asos
professor or teacher he has a ll.bble lle.a?s. freodon
in selecting his atandard of private life; bl el
maintain a certain averase of cor;vl biona)
respectability, and it 18 ab least use uf bobis
work if he does gomething 10 the w:;y o Onn or
taining his fellows and his students. n the
other band with regard o the prov'xsxo‘n ?r ol

ago and emergencies, he has thfa ordinary facili-
ties of ingurance, often a sa.tlsia.ctjory pension
gcheme, and, in most cases, o fairly generous
licence with regard 6o gick leave,

SALARIES AND BUDGETS.

ue of salaries varies so much with
locg.ll]iet;yvﬂxat the American figures can have only
a vague meaning in bthis countbry, but I gxzez
them for what they are worth. 'Ssakmg the !
roughly as the equivalent of 3. On the in-
formation collected, an averago American budgqb
is distributed as follows : About 10 per cent 18
allotted fio professional r.leeds, 15 to 20 per cent
towards financial provision for emergencies a.pd
the future, and the remainder for living. With
regard to salaries, gtatistics are giveu col'lecte'd
trom 302 institubions. The average varied in
1926 27 geographically, renging from abog(;
670 in New England States bo £600 in
Woestern States. It also varlqd Wxth the rank
and with the size of the institutions. Taking
the average over all the 302 colleges, professors
received about £760and ingbrucbors about £100,
but taking the institubions in groups the average
for professors in the larger places was oveg
£900 and for instructors just under £409J and
in the smaller colleges professors about £350 an

instructors something over £300. With regard
to the range of salaries, the interesting figures
are given thatout of over 15,00 O teachers and
professors, 92 par cank recoived less than £1,000
a year, 7 0 per caut, less than £1,500 and only.
16, or ‘01 per cent, £760 and instructors aboub
£400, butb taking professors in great institubions.
The highest salaries were in schools of law, the
lowest in schools of musie, the usual braunches
of science occupying a middle position.

Over 11,000 teachers replied toan inquiry ag
to whether or not they supplemented their in-
comes by private earnings, and of these 67 per
cont. admitted that they did so. Curiously, the
proportion who thus supplemented their pro-
fossional income increased with professional
rank, ranging from 76 par cent for professors fo
59 per cent for the instructors, The additional
amounts they earned also rose with their rank,
ranging from less than £20 a year to £2,000 &
year and upwards, Comparison with figures of
the year 1919-1920 shows that there has been &
substantial increase since then, and that it is &
real increase when the cost of living is taken
into acoount.”

I do not know of any similar sets of figuvres
with regard to professional incomes and salarieg
in this country, but at a rough guess I should
say that, notwithstanding the prosperity of the
United States. professors and teachers of scienee
are nob quite so well paid there as in Great
Britain,

()With acknowledgments to the Hindw Aug.
21. )

The Christmas Week in Madras this year

is an Educational Week.

3. An All-India Educational IExhibition will be kept open during the week,

4. TLeading educationists from all parts of India will assemble in Conference.

1. The 21st Provincial Conference will be held.
l 9. The All-India Federation of Teachers Associations will hold its 5th Conference.
o | "%
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NEWS FROM ASSOCIATIONS.

[Secretaries of Teachers' Associations and
Distriet Guilds ave requested to furnish the
editors with a short and clear account of the pro-
ceedings of the moetings of their associations or
guilds immediately aftor such meetings, for
publication in this section of the S.I.T. The
editors invite contribution on other items of
interest either relating to their associations or
to educational institutions in theiv area.]

The Trichinopoly District Teachers’
Guild.

A meeting of the guild was held c¢n the
17th August at Kulitalai. Mr. M. S. Sabesan,
secretary of the S8.1.T.U. who was present at the
meebing delivered a lecture on our problems.

[Note.—\We are unable to give full dotails of
this meeting, as we regret we were not favoured
with an official'account of the procesdings by the
secretaries of the Guild.]

The Chingleput District Teachers’ Guild.

The annual meeting of this Guild was held on
Saturday the 31st August in the U. F. C. 2.
High School, Chingleput; the members of the
Chinglepub Teachers’ Agsociation were at home
to the delegates who were nearly 70 in number.
Almost all the sehools were represented,

Mr. J. D, Meclean, President of the Guild and
Principal of the U.F.C.M. High School Conjee-
varam presided.

Mr. T. V. Apparasundaram of the
Teachers College, Saidapet, delivered, an
interesting lecture on Adult School and gave a
clear account of the work done at the ‘Adult
School’attached to the Teachers’ College, Saidapet
Mr. N, Subramanya lyer also cf the Toachers’

. College, gave a very instructive model lesson
on the Indian Ocean Currents.

Messers. S. K. Yegnanarayana Aiyar, M.S,
Sabesan, G. Srinivasachary, T. Ramanjachariar,
A. K. Krishnaswamy Iyer, and S. Natarajan
of Madras, attended the meeting to do propa-
ganda for the coming Conference of the All
Indis Federation of Teachers’ Assciations.

M. Melean entolled himself a member of the
reception comuwibteo,

The olfice-baarera of the
3 : veir weare then
electod, M. Veraraghavachariar, headmaster

of the Native Ifigh School, Chingl
olected Secrotary. ' inglepub was

Guntur District Teachers’ Guild.

ls)lstrlct Teachers, Guild was held on the 156h
Teptex‘nber. 1928, in the Talug High School

en‘ah. Nearly 50 toachers were present,
11;«31)[)1esxent;mg 19 of the 23 gchools in the Distriet.
Br. K. .Pa,uc‘hap&gesa Iyer, Head-master of the
Goz?.réi ngl} School Bapatla and President of the

uil presided. The proceedings of the Guild
commenced with an opening address bythe Prin-
cipal of the Hindy College, Masulipatam, who
oxhorted the teacher o organise t‘.heu’nselves
efficiontly and also pub in a strong plea for * verna.
:glarlsatan.. Mr. Subbu Rao, Headmaster of

e Municipal igh School Boezwada, then
(\lfllvered & locture on the S.8.L.C. Sy’llabus
Mr, S Nubarajan, membar of the workiné
committee of the S [.T.U, spoke on the
coming Conference of the All India Federa.b;on
of Teachers’ Associations and appealed to them
to b:come me[_nbors of the Reception Committee
and to help in the successful conduct of the
confe}‘ence. He then spoke to thom about the
S.LT U, a,ngl the need for strengthening it
After appealing for more support for the.
protection F_und and the Journal, he wanted
them' to appoint a Propaganda Committee, with
the immediate object of enrolling memberg tg

the Reception Committes and to st
District Guild as well. erengthon the

f%gverﬁl meépbel’scpl'esent became members of
of the Reception Committes and m
have promised to join, Ry others

After the President’s conc

meeting came to a close wit
thanks,

luding remarks the
h the usual vote of

B R

We have pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of a small booklet

national Labour organisation” (No. 235 January, 1928,) published by t;'h
Union, 15, Grosvenor Crescent, S. W. 1. Th9 Rt. Hon'ble Viscount Burnha
the interesting foreword to this hook, writes, “if perspicacity is the chief v
assuredly lucidity is the chief virtue of such an explanatory booklet ag I
national Labour organisation, and it i3 clear in its definitiong as it ig balance
In the pages of this small pamphlet is given anaccount of the activities
lakour organigation and the part India is taking in the same,

India and the Inter-
e League of Nations
m, G.C,, M.G, C.H., in
irtue of a speech,”
Ld?a, and the Inier-
d in ite conclusions,
of the International

The first quarterly meoting of the Guntur:
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Geography in the IV and V Classes.

1t, even to day with all the modern and up-
to-date methods of teaching and improved appa-
ratus and appliances, Geography is as uninvi-
ting and dull as ever heforo, it can only lead us
to one conclusion that the syllabus is unpsy-
chological and irrational, and hence ill-suited.

The syllabus is ill-suited in thab it (1) at
once starts to equip children, w1§;h .all that
Geography can fteach about a District or a
Presidency, unmindful of the fact that any

_information on topies beyond their common

experiences, little interest children instead of
bringing before them into broad relief the

" world as a whole and presenting them with

only such aspects of Geography, a3 are within
their easy comprehension, asmml'la,txon and
correlation (2) and in that it tries to make
men of children with grim details of exports
and imports, and causes and e_ffect-s of
monsoons ; instead of feasting their senses
with pictorial and human Geography of the
world ; (8) and in that it does nob evoke the
onthusiasm of the children far beyond com-
pelling them to learn by heart some minor
details for purposes of examinabion mstead of
trving to rouse up their curiosity and cultivate
their imagination and lay the se_ed for _a.dven-
ture and broad outlook—anad (4) in that it tears
the universs piecemeal and makes t;he? course to
unified knowledge long, weary and disconnceted
instead of giving an idea of the world as a
whole, however meagre it cau be.

With such an ill-conceived, ill-'adapi.;ed. and
ilLarranged curriculam of studies, it is no
wondaer, that all our attempts ab makl_ng the
subject, interesting and useful prove futile and
the subject continues to be as dry and unin-
telligent to the pupils as heretofore.

And if, in the class-room—the pupils keep up
an attitude of attention, tolerate the boredom

and swallow the pills with all grace and
attention, it is for fear of the canae or the frown

of the teacher !

But what is that that will interest the child-
ren and will at the same time be of immense
educative value.

Tirst and [oremost, it is to know how the
children in other lands are.

1. Talks with children to bring home to their
minds:

(a) The world is a big one.

(b) Many towns exist in the world.
(c) Millions of children live in the world.

(d) Their customs and manners are not the
game as ours.

2. The necessity of representing big things in
small forms,

[Exercises — Class-room — School — Cart—
Horse.]

3. Show the Village, Taluk, District and the
Prosidency and the world map (drawn to samae
seale) and point out the insignificancy of the
portion of the earth of which their village forms
a part.

3. Land mass and Water mass,

4. How they can go fo some parts of the
world where their friends live by land and to
obher parts ouly by water.

5. An idea of steam ships.

6. Tncidentally mountains, rivers and deserts
and wild animals which beset the path on land
and if neeessary mountains and currents in the
sea.

7. How deserts are crossed.

8. Children in other lands, (All about them.)

9. Carts that run and animals which draw
them.

10. Trees that grow and different kinds of
leaves.

11. Crops that grow and how the land is
ploughed and harvested,

12, Wonders of the world. {Locate on the
map and tell something about each.) :

13. Big temples, big mosques, churches. How
people say their prayers, ate.

14. Bridges, Waterfalls, Mines, Printing
Press, Mills ete.

15. Big importing and exporting ports.
16, Harbours and light houses (and such other

topics which intersst the children). This will
serve ag a groundwork of Geography.

I know, I am only voicing forth what quite
a good number, if ‘nob all, feel as regards the
unsuitability of the present syllabus or practice.

As such, I earnestly hope that this will
receive the attention it deserves at the hands of
those, whose aim i to improve the quality and
quantity of useful ingtruction in our schools
and make the rising generation, useful and
intelligent citizens of the Empire. .

K. V. 8\
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?(Q)NGMANS' SAINTS OF JAD .
(1) Rama Dast and Manicka Vachaka.

(2) Kabir Das and Gurua Govind Grade L.
" (3) Chaitanya and Madhava Grade 1.

(4) Sri Sankara and Sri Rar?anu]a:

© (5) Tirumangai Alwar and Gnana Sambandar

ITI.

'Gf[at‘;diz significant of the changed s_pirit; of the
times that we witnoss an ever-growing volume
of aducational publications with Indian theu}es.
With the changed outlook of our .educatlomsts
has come the change over our pt}bllshers. More
and more our authors and publishers ave turn-
ing to the rich and as yeb unexplored _ﬁelds of
Indian history and mythology for t;hpu* mata-
rial, and our prayer is qnly that this curr_ent
may flow with increasing vigour. The right
kind of education for our c}nldren should ‘be‘a )
got steeped in Indian History and tradition,
and that in the lower classes. Names
of Indian heroes and saints, warriors and
gtatesmen, should become household words,
names to conjure with . .Messrs. I{Ongang
have rightly gauged the spirit of the times and
stepped into the field with their first insbalment
on some of our venerated saints.

The hooklets ranging from 32 0 62 pages are
carefully graded in point of matbar 'a,nd language.
The narrative is quite easy and mtergst never
flags. Theological subt_leths are rigorously
eschewed and goctarian biag ig tobally absent.
The sketches are a happy blend c_)f history and
tradition. The language, it will not be too
much to say, is faultless. The booklebs are
priced cheap, and should find easy introduction
into our schools as non-detailed fexts. N. G.

" A PraAcTICAL NOLE-BOOK OF TROPICAL
BoTANY by Mr. A. H. Sundararaman, M.A. of
Ananda College, Colombo (Published by Messrs.
Macmillan & Co., Price 1-4.)

This book is intended by the author for the
use of the London Matriculation z}nd ) the
Cambridge, Junior and Senior, examinabions,
The very Rov. Fr. Le Goe states in the forg-
ward to this book that there 1s need for ‘a
practical guide to put the student’s finger . . .
on the subjects of the science'. The b_ook is
fairly exhaustive so far as it goes and it will
prove useful to students in secondary school_s,
especially to those who may intqnd to appear in
private for a public examination in Botany.
The materials suggested in this book are avail-
able here also and hence the book may be used
with advantage Ly pupils. The Cryptoga'ms have
been excluded from the scope of this book,
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Care has been taken to draw the atbention of
the student to the important features in fhe
materials presoribed. The characters of
Na}tura,l orders are clearly presented and appro-
priate types are also mentioned. The book
might have been still less descriptive and its
purpose will be served much better if illustra-
tions be given wherever necessar

ing and geb up leave nothing to be desired,

—_—

We are in receipt of fountain i

pen ink -
black, Red, Green and Violet) from B?ihsngaf,gxlue
dam Narasimham Pantuly, P
Guntur Mandala JahheyaVidyaparish i

] ) ath,

Judging from the specimen sent to ug weT?i[;Br‘h:
say that the inks are fairly good for use ¥
fountain pens. The manufact o
bers of the Vidyaparishath deger
gratulated on this succesgiyl ind::t £ b gou-
!Jope .tha,b ere long t..h'ey may manufacture theg
inks in large quantities to supply the need ?
the country. so

e

LoxnaMANS' INDIAN HISTORIC
£ AL .
PIIES. B1oGra

Longmang’ Indian Historical Bj i
a welcome addition to the slt?(i:?ept};?nstme
Readers for the use of the pupils of the LgMY
Secondary classes. Karikal Cholg, aud R‘?t
Chola of the Grade I Series, deals with the lifla
work of the most famous of the Chola Kin .
The other book of this series d ith the
work of Krishnadeva Roya, the g
Vijianagar Kings, and Sir Tho
Madras Governor, who endeared
people of this presidency,
and real sympathy. 1t is needlegg §
every Soubh-?ndian pupil in particu{)a:ayéhgﬁ?‘g
bo familiar with the splendid labcurg of these
eminent rulers. The language in which thes
books are written is simple and the sentences ar:
such ag can be easily understood by the pupil
forGwhornI these hooks are intended prs

rade II of this Series i i

higher standard. Babar oy Uoin the next
series sent for review is full o
and particulars which may cong[sglega};h:?ia?:
reader, somewhat; but the large number of
short sentences—a gp

' : ecial feature of thi
—will certainly obviate thig diﬁ'f:u(l)hy.thls book
The Grade III bookg
suited to the needs of the next hi

A h
The r.ema,r'ka.ble.blogra,phy of Raja R:a.gme!l‘\fcl)?]:‘sn.
Roy, in this series deserves special notice.

T.K. B
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BULLETIN No. 111
THE FIFTH CONFERENCE

o]

The All India Federation of Teachers’ Associations.

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITION-DECEMBER 1929.

An Educational Exhibition will be held under the auspices of the Fifth Conference
(coming off in Madras in December next), of the All India l'ederation of Teachers’
Associations. The Secretaries of the Kxhibition Committee solicit the co-operation of all
interested in Education in making the Exhibition a success. It will be the endeavour of
the Committee so to organise the Exhibition as to make it serve not only the teacher but
also the non-teacher, by demonstrating through the exhibits what modern educational
outlook tends to be, and what modern teaching as an art and a craft is, or is to be in the
hands of the twentieth century teacher. It need hardly be pointed out how sulstantially
therefore heads of schools and colleges and heads of offizes or departments of Fducation
can help the committee in their efforts.

Amongst the sections of Exhibition that will be provided for may be
mentioned (1) Educational Charts and Statistics (2) Experiments in Child Psychology and
Educational methods (3) Visual instruction (4) Manual Training (5) Scout-craft (6) Voca-
tional Iiducation (7) Fine Arts (8) Teaching apparatus and appliances pertaining to
the different subjects and wethods of school-instruction (Mathematics, Science, History,
Geography, Lisnguages etc.j

The Exhibition Committee hereby wish to appeal to all Teachers, Teachers’
Associations, and Iiducational bodies for their active help and co-operation in the further-
ance of the aims and scope of the Exhibition.

.

Arrangements are being made with the Railway authorities in India for securing
special facilities for the conveyance of exhibits.

Exhibits will be received at the Exhibition Oftice from the 2nd December, and
up till the 15th of Deqember. “As it is proposed to publish an Exhibition Guide, it 1s
requested that detailed mforma,t'lo.n. pertaining to the kind of exJubits that may be sent,
and particulars regarding the facilities required by the Exhibitors may reach the Secre-
taries by the 11th of November.

Rules for the guidance of Ezhibitors are detailed below :—

1. Exhibits shall be sent at the exhibitor's own risk. The exhibitors will make
their own arrangements for the safety of the exhibits during the season.

9, The Committee will afford all possible facilities for ensuving the safety of

tﬁe exhibits sent. They do not however hold themselves responsible for any loss or
damage to the exhibits.

, 3. Exhibitors shall make their own arrangements for the removal of exhibits
pefore 5 p.m. on Thursday the 2nd January, 1930,

4. All incidental charges shall be borne by the exhibitors themselves,

5. The decision of the Exhibition Committee on all matters connected with the
exhibition shall be final.

41, SINGARACHARI STREET,
TRIPLICANE.

A. K. KRISHNASWAMI AlIYAR, -
Madras, 10th October, 1929.

for the Eahibition Committee 4. 1. F. T, A

i



The Christmas Week in Madras this year is of Special Value to Educa.
tionists. Why?

1. The S.I. T. U. will hold its 21st Pr. Educational Conference in
Madras when the S. I. T. U. will be re-organised on more sound and efficient

lines.

2. The All India Federation of Teachers’ Associations will hold its
5th Conference in Madras during the week.

Leading Educationists from all parts of India wil then meet ip

Conference.

3. An All India Educational Exlibition will be held during that week
Exhibits of Educational value are expectted from all parts of India.

The success of the week depends entirely on Teachers. The Reception
Committee seeks your Co-operation. You can help it by,

1. becoming a member of the Reception Commnittee;

2. enrolling other members ;

3. participating in the Conference, by submitting papers, ete
, ete.

and 4. participating in the exhibition,

All further particulars can he had of—

THE SECRETARY OF YOUR DISTRICT TEACHERS’ GUILD

OR

THE SECRETARY OF THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE,

A. 1. F. T. A., 41, Singarachari St., Triplicane, Madras

Printed at the Kesari Printing~Works & Published by Mr, S, K Yegnanara .
. . ’ ana A .
S§ T T U1 at 41 Rinorachari Rtreat. Trinlicane. Madras. v 17ar, M.A., for the
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1. THE JOURNAL COMMITTEE :—

(i) S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer Esq.
(i) C.S.Rangaswamy Iyengar Esq.} Editorial Board.
(iii) M. S. Sabhesan Esq.

(iv) Mr. A. Sundaresan

- Tinnevelly,
{v) Mr. V. Aravamudaiyangar Madura.
(vi) Mr. S. T. Ramanuja Aiyangar ... Trichinopoly.
(vii) Mr. V. Raghava Iyengar Tanjore.
(viii) Mr. V. Jayarama Iyer ws S. Arcot.
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(x) Mr. K. S. Chengalvarayan Salem.
(xi) Mr. C. Ranganatha Iyengar Anantapur,
(xii) Mr. S. Natarajan (Secretary) ... Madras.

Teachers !

Why should you worry any more about old age and
Insurance ?

Why should you be anxious about due premia and
lapsed policies ?

Why should you still risk your hard-earned money
with the Insurance Companies ?

When Your own S.I.T.U. offers you both Insurance
and protection at very cheap premia ?

~ Join the Protection Fund of the S.L.T.U. at once,
if you have not already done so.

Help yourself and Help your brothers of the
profession.

 Note :—The Concession, re—the age—limit for admis-

sion expires by the 31st December 1929 |
So Hurry Up!!

Wanted Agents on liberal terms :—

Apply lo:— S. M. RAO Esq., Secy., S.I.T.U. Protection Fund,
41, Singarachary Street, Triplicane, MADRAS.



LL INDIA FEDERATION OF

0 1 JEACHERS' ASSOCIATIONS

A\mﬁdetm';f',v of the Reception Committee wag
held at 5-30 ©. M. on Monday the 14th inst. in
the Hindu High School. The Seecretary sub.
mitted a Report of the progress,

Report :—At a public meeting held at Madras
in June 1929 & Reception Committes was con-
gtituted to concert measures in connection with

the Fifth session of the All-India Federation of -

Teachers’ Associations. A working committee
with power to add to its number was also
appointed on the same day

The working commitbee meb thrice. At the
first meeting of the working committes, the
following sub-committeas: Conference, Ix-
hibition Excursion and hospitality sub.-com-
mittees, were appointed with messrs M. S.
Sabhesan, A. K. Krishnaswami Iyer, S,
Liakshmana Iyer and K. Rangaswami Iyengar
respectively as conveners. The form of circular
requiring the aftiliabed associations to nominate
persons for the Presidentship of the Conference
was also decided, The recommendations of the
associations were considered ab the second mee-
ting held at the Hindu Theological High School
and the final voting paper was prepared. The
third meeting of the working committes held
on the 5th October considered the reports of the
different sub-committees and prepared the agenda,
for the meeting of the Reception committee to
be held on the 14th.

The conference sub-committee issued early in
Julya circular giving an account of the activi-
ties of the All-India Federation and anpealing to
all concerned to becotne members of the Recep-
tion committee. The secretaries of the District
Guilds and the S. 1. T. U. have been also requested
to take steps to enrol members to the reception
committeo. Another circular is being issued to
all the FEducational instititutions requesting
teachers and associations to join the Reception
committes. The Exbibition committee has issued
a special circular defining the scope of the
Txhibition and detailing the rules for the Exhibi-
tion. The Iixcursion Comwmittee prepared a
tentative list of places of intorest and addressed
the authorities ccncerned. Replies have been
received from a good number of persons that they
will keep the instifutions lopen for the benefit of

yﬁlo delegates. The hospitaliby committeq is
¢ considering the question of lodging and boarding.

A volunteer committes with Mr. K. Govinda

chariar as convener, anpoi .
of the working comnnitpolnted at the 3rd meeting

i tee, will tak
et of vl Gt 33 wih s
[e] y
gates. oklog after the comforts of the dele-

The Director of Pybl; :
was Intarviowod oy l;‘ﬁglc I.nstructilon of Madras

got replies from theeslg' “ddressed and we have

ction of Cochia gng Tr
Y | avancor isi
operation with regard to the E)?fxil?ii?(?élsmg o

The following fizurey
. 8 g shhw ¢}
Reception committeg and the [;Z&S:S?nlgbh of the
as on the [4th, *! position

List of Members.
Patrons.
Tnstitution members, g
Sympathiserg, )
E lucationists, T
Masters Associabion, Z
Affiliated Associationg,

In_dividual Teachers: — 1
(Hindu High School. 57
(H.T. H. School, 39,
[ Bv. L. M. F. School, 19.

Paid 7l 8t. Gabriels. H., School, 17.

Progressive Union School, 21,

Muslim High School,

| Xian College, H Sef, '
 Other Schools. ehool. ;

82, -

(T.T. V. H. School 16
Not Paid ic: R C. Soc. School. g
Sir M. C.T. Muthish Chitgar

Sehool.

2. The voting papers f

associabions affiliated to therom the pr°"i‘;§i“f
. were -

A LPTA

Hon'ble vV, S Sastry
number of votes was

scrutinised and the R,
who secured the largest
declared elected.

3. The following ite i
corznt)nittee were ra.tiﬁed.ms from the working
a) That the conveper i
appointed by the working c(?x; e omittee

permanent advance of Rg. 10 on?;.btee be given a

(b) That the acbual expandi!;ure for conveyance
or 10% of the collections which" ever is less, be
ganctioned to the repreqqnta_tlves authorlsed _by
the S I.T.U. or by the District 'Fea.chers _Gulld
to enroll memberg to the Raception committee,

(¢) That a sum of Rs. 10 only per month be
‘ganctioned for clerical work from July onwards,

Resolved that the conference of the
A.4f. F(a % A be held on the 87th, 2Sth and
h of December, 1929.

.29211)0 Resolved that the A. L F.T. A, Confer-
ence and Exhibition be held at the Hindu High
School, Triplicane, Madras.

4. Delegates and delegation fee, etc:—

‘ Ived that all members of the Racep.
bio(:)corxlx{;sigtee be considere(_i as delegates to the
Conference and they be entitled to atbend any
funection of the Oopference including the
Exhibition without being called upon to pay any

itional fee.
ad?[,l;wrl]{esolved that only such persouns as are
authorised by recognised schools and colleges or
by Teachers’ Aggociations to be t}lelr represent-
abyives at the Conference, be admitted as dele-
tes on the payment of a sum of Rs. 2 and thab

. h delogates be permitted to attend any fun.
s.:.c.n of the Conference including the Exh}b}mon
Snil:houh being called upon to pay any additional

fee.

(¢) Resolved that psrsons who do not belong
to the above categeries be psrmitted to attend the
functions including the Exhibition as visitors
on paymont of a sum of R3. 3, and thab visitors
be not permitted to vobe at the conferancs.

5. Exhibition:—Resolved that.

() The admission fee to the Exhibition hall
be one rupse on the 1st day and annas eight on
the succeeding days.

() That ladies, children and bonafide stu=
dents be charged half rates on all the days.

(¢) That the morning of the 2nd day be re-
gerved for ladies exclusively.

6. Publication:—Resolved that the first
choice be given to the South Indian Teacher and
that the Journal Committee be given the ex-
clusive right of publishing the proceedings of the
Conference on condition that the Journal eom-
mittee agress to supply 50 copies of reports free
and 290 copies more ab cost price and on the
understanding that printed copies of papers
will be made available on the cceasion of the
conference,

7. Boarding and Lodging :—Resolved that
3 or more camps be organised to suit the
convenience of delegates in different quarters, and
that the hospitality committee be requested to
place fresh proposzls before the W. C.

Statement showing the financial condition as on 14-10-29.

Receipts.
Rs. A. P,
.. 100 0 O
s
12' iaﬁgf?;;ed Associatigns not at-

' tached to institutions ... 20 0 O
3 Sympathisers or Edpcatlomsts. 100 0 O
4' Associations aftiliated to .

" T SIT.U. ... 150 8 0
5 Institution mer'nbt_ars 5g 09
6‘ Masters’ Asscciablons e 3 00
7 TIndividual Teachers . 494

| Total -« 949 0 O

Disbursements,

RS. A, P,

Stamp a/e .. 89 6 0
Stationeries a/e . 92014 0
Conveyance .. 11 4 0
Advancas 5 5 6
Printing 7170
Salary (July, Aug. and Sept.) .. 30O
Cost of Cheque Book 0 3 0
Cagh at Bank .. 770 8 6
Total ... Y49 0 O

M. S. SABHESAN,
Secretary.



THE SOUTH INDIAN TEACHER.

(The official Journal of the S. I. T. U.)

The magazine is edited and published for the South India Teachers' Union and

it is supplied at Rs. 3 per annum. It is published twelve ti i
every month being the date of publication, ¢ times in the year, the 15th of

Contributions on all matters pertaining to education } o :
. . : on in ge
particular, will be thankfully received and should be addressed ¢ ‘t;h:E;:r‘.?ilitand;lhestiiaigce{mlg
Street, Triplicane, Madras. or, 41, g

The Editors cannot undertake to return manuscri i
C .
“stamps. ript copies unless accompanied by

Contributors are requested to have their articles eith
. . er t . .
legible hand on one side of the paper only and should send two cg&iﬂ z; tvgr}ttent_ull a cﬁ?caﬁ
should reach the Editor at least three weeks before the date of publication :flraﬁriggueew

Subscriptions and Donation:—The Managin i

count on the constant and loyal support of the thogsaidgo(;?mlttee trusts  that
S. 1. T. U. The J;ournal is intended (1) to represent the o
fear or favour, (2) to find out ways and means of ; . 4
and (3) to bipd the teachers of all gZades into one orgar%;(;é‘n%c)té]e C(;{ndltlonzd service
being primarily a TEACHERS' JOURNAL, should not depend on ex};'ran ence thejonrnal,
teacher is therefore requested to contribute his mite either as subscri fi‘t_)us SUPport.Every
the Journal. The subscription is purposely fixed at such a low rate ap l(I){n o‘or’ donation to
<o as to enable each teacher to become a subscriber. § R8. S per annum

it can
teachers on the rolls of the

£ < pinion of the profession without

Copies of the Journal are usually posted about the 17th of )
about non-receipt of copies should be made before the 22nd ofo eev\;erry zont}ﬁ. Complaints
received later will not be attended to. y month. Complaints

Change of address should be intimated immediatel All business
remittances should be addressed to the Honorary Secretary and I{fianager l'lls*lhnessz letters and
Teacher, 41, Singrachari Street, Triplicane, Madras, » I'he South Indian

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

For the body of the Book.

Full page per insertion . l}g
b " .. 8,
i L] 1 4.

For contract rates, for cover pages, for colour printing, etc
* )

’ ‘ : please write to
Th.e ’Honorary Secretary and Manager ““ The South Indian Teacher.” 41, Singrachary St.,
Trinlicane. Madras. )
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MACMILLAN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS.
Tipping’s Rapid Reading Series.

This series consists of four Readers specially prepared to enable
the student to read and understand Fnglish in the shortest possible time.

READER I  (Introducing about 250 new words) Price As. 8/-

—eo e e S

READER II ( 7 ’ 450 ’ 3 ) 'Y} ) ]0/-
READER III(  » w650 ), . 12/-
READER IV ( It i) 1000 +9 23 ) ’ Re. ]/-

0

A PRIMER OF HINDUISM %
BY

D. S¢e SARMA, M. A ((%))

8

Professor, Presidency College, Madras.

@@@@@@@@-@@@@@@@@

Author of the
« Introduction to the Bhagavad-Gita »
and the

« Gita and Spiritual Life.”
Pages 184+ XIV Bound in Full Cloth. Price Re. 1.
EXTRACT FROM THE PREFACE :

Ag this Primer tries to provide a common platform for all classes and sects, and @
ag it tries to deal with religion, not in a technical manner but in close connection with @
life and conduet, I bope that all those who are interested in the introduction of religi-
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long jump indeed : but it has been a magnificent career
story of his life and cour ’

1 history of Modern India.”
@ ‘Dyan Prakash, Poon,,)
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No 10.

THE RIGHT HON’'BLE V- S SRINIVASA
SASTRI

GENTLEMEN,

When Mr. Subramanya Aiyar asked me
to say a few words to-day about my ex-
perience with Mr. Sastri in South Africa,
my first feeling was one of absolute un-
worthiness for the task. Some one of eloquence
and exalted position, I thought, should do it;
but on second thoughts I felt that even
although I am a very humble admirer of
Mr. Sastri, yet I have the honoured privilege
of having been called his friend by no less
a person than himself and of having moved
with him very closely for nearly eight months,
and I would like publicly to pay my humble
tribute to his greatness.

Possibly from the point of view of time,
Mr. Sastri is better known to all of you here
than he is to me, for I only met him for the
first time when I landed in Cape Town in
November, 1927, but in what I might call
intensive knowledge, I claim to be second to
none. For nearly eight months we stayed
in the same hotel and had our mealsat the
same table, walked together and talked to-
gether in sincere affection and so to-night, 1

do not intend to say anything about his
political or diplomatic or even oratorical
success in South Africa, those have been
carried by cable and wireless all round the
world. I would prefer to dwell on the
human Sistri, the friend, the well-wisher,
the helper, the man, the simplest of men
because he was the greatest.

Let me tell you one very human thing
which made all the difference to one very
ordinary working woman. When I got my
orders to proceed to South Africa by cable,
I was at home on leave at the time—they
were of course very bald and vague,
“Proceed to 8. A.,, P.O. will arrange you
passage, report to our agent at Pretoria.” I
hadn’t the slightest idea, nor had the I. O.
of what I was going to do, and “our agent”
sounded most formidable, no one seemed to
know who he was, and the many South
‘Africans on board, nice people in themselves
could not say anything bad enough about
the Asiatics. I can assure you,gentlemen, that
was feeling far from happy, but one day
about five days before we landed I had a

’I.‘l;e a,{)ové is the full text of the speech made by Miss Gordon on the occasion of the celébr;tionnci)‘fﬁt;e

60th Birthday of the Rt. Hon’ble V. 8, Srinivasa Bastri, P, C,, in Triplicane on 22-9-'29,
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wireless handed to me by my cabin boy and
this is what it said, “Welcome to South
Africa, meet you Cape Town, Sastri.” So
you know that wireless made all the
difference to me, for I could think of no
officer—with the exception of one, but heis
afriend of mine, so the circumstances are
different—who would have troubled him-
self to send an ordinary wire, leave alone
an expensive wireless to someone coming to
work on their staffs—and I have served
under many officerss I made a point of
showing that wireless to every South African,
British and Dutch on the ship, and all of
them said, “What a decent thing to do.” Such
% human thing for such a great man, it’s
his gift of sympathy which is as greab as
his gift of oratory or statesmanship.

Sastri never thought himself too big to
mix with the commonest people, he would
accept an invitation to music from the
poorest Indian with as much courtesy and
kindliness as he would from the Governor-
General, and what is more he would enjoy
himself as much at the one as at the other, he
was the perfect gentleman at both functions.

S. A. is as you know Anti-Indian, very,
but I have known at one function, a garden
party given by the Archbishop of Cape
Town, people waiting in long quest on
the off chance of shaking hands with him,
people have said to me—not one but
hundreds * please Miss Gordon, introduce us
to your chief.” “He has stolen away the hearts
of our people” said Gen. Hertzog, the South
African Prime Minister, and it is the truest
thing he said, people would stand for hours
to hear him speak, and fully an hour before
a meeting was billed to commence the notice
“ House Full” would be put out. And he
" has done something which might have been

revolutionary in the eyes of the South
African, preached in the Cathedral of
J ohanr}esburg, the Church ofEngland as you
kno.w 18 very conservative, none may enter
Fhelr pulpits who have not been ordained
into their church not even priests of another
sect of Protestantism, and here wag Sastri
a non-Christian standing in that sacred’
place ; the Cathedral wag packed to over-
flowing, people were seated on the altar
steps, outside the church where 1oug speakers
were attached, Jews, Roman Catholics

other religious sects thronged e

it reminded
one of & London crowd a, the Lord Mayor’s

pageant : for 55 minutes after the evensong

 Sastri spoke, Christianity a4 5 non-Christian

sees 1t, ‘was his  subject ; there were few
people in that huge gathering, T make bold

to say, who did not leave that place ashamed

of the picture of Chyi
st the
the world and determineg iny fpfesented w

to do better. ubire to by

The Bisho £

said tome a few days a.fterp“(;i ;h;tmti‘;il;e:?&l
on Fhat pulpit pleading for the brohherholcr)l;
w%:uch Christ had alvocated, his face shini
with the radiance of ultimatism, I f ltuilsl;gt
Christ himself was speaking, I’ fel(; h 3‘1
should kneel and worship,” e

' Ger%t.leman, Kipling hag written a poem
in which he describes a man, T4 is poe“
aclfnowledged to be the best thing Eenemty
With your permission I will read i (:o“;)oue‘

“If you can keep your heag when all about

you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;

If you can trust yourselt when all men

doubt you
But muke allowance for their doubtin;

If you ! o
you can wait and not be tired by waiting

Or being lied a2ut, don’t deg) in lies)
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Or being hated don’t give way to bating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too
wise ;
If you can dreamm—and not make dreams
your master;
1f you can think—and not make thoughts .
your aim ’
1f you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same ;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've
spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
" Or watch the things you gave your life
to broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn
out tools ;
If you can make one heap of all your
winnings
And risk it in one turn of pitch and toos,
And lose and start again at your begin-
nings,
And never breathe a word about your loss;
1f you can force your heart and perve
and sinew

To serve your turn long after they are gone
And so hold on when there is nothing in

you
Except the Will which says to them:

“Hold On!”
If you can talk with crowds and keep
your virtue,
Or walk with Kings...nor lose the common ,
touch ;
Tf neither foes nor loving friends can
hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too
much ;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worthiof distance run;
Yours is the Earth and everything that is
in, it,
And—which is more—You will be a
Man, 1wy son !

There, Gentlemen, you have a fine portrait
of the Right Hon. Srinivasa Sastri.
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THE DAYS OF A TEACHER

BY

N. K. Venka,teswarun.

I. Introduction.

This is a narrative of confidences, aud let
me begin by telling between the reader and
me and the gatzapost that there is only one
truth about these pages, which is that they
are fictitious, lock, stock and barrel. If they
occasionally appear to have been drawn
from life, it is because fiction is ‘the Siamese
twin’ of truth and the two brothers with
exchangeable lineaments often conspire
to create a puling or playful comely of
errors. It is the character of most things
to wear a cloak- Iacts pub on the guise of
fiction and fiction the garbs of fact before
either embarks on speech. All things attempt
to conceal themselves making the world of
. immense material and imponderable meaning

we know. The teazher will not tell himself.
The pupil will not conie out of hiuiself.
The school will not give away the truth and
art, which is human nature in glory, will
not be art at all without a disguise. For
these reasons if what I write should wear
the visage of reality, is it not the best proof
of all that for purposesof this narrative I
am exempt from the external world. TLiet
not, therefore, the reader arvest the words
and ask them to tell the truth about them-
selves, for whatever is truth it shall not be
known-

Man, the crown of creation, is a teaching
animal. livery animal is a teacher in some
part of its behaviour but there is no animal
so passionately addicted to teaching as man,
Whatever he doeshe always teaches and

“when he does nothing he teaches hiwnself.

He teaches himself always but he teaches
himself solely when he does nothing. The
teacher of children 18, therefore, only a
:lachhfar -more educational than others and as
mc 1810 a real sense the ambassador of to-
too;;zv;(,ﬂf}o: the progress of 1nan is harnessed
s elopment of hig teaching instinct.
Perhaps one of the reasons why
teé?chers are seldom understood
be.mg understood they often fing ;h
alien and uncomfort,

and not

b emselves
alier able in societ
Inclines to think them backward v{'

are themsel veg conscious
called a little toq early
and late sleepers are doo

against experienceg denie
individuals.

hile they
that they have been
Both early risers

These reflections, incidenta) g5 they might

seem, are not unrelated
. 0 the Sb .
explain how the subject o b .01y. They

They explain alsg how the pictur
there bestrewn with

hope is continually in

e ishere and
shadow, ang how in it
ferrupted b i

' . ¥ an ill-fate
armed with secret weapons. Neither the

shadow nor the h i

: . OPe is denominational
because IPy subject being g teacher is g re-
Presentative man entrencheg on the edge of
a dawn. Itis not g school-story any iore

& schoolmagter that

a class. Ang ag it is

II. A Malabar Village,

The irenic lang of Mal
from the Arabian Sea ig

hamlets like human ¢

ever actually taught

abar ascending
dotted with idyllic
4ses in a rolling
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panse of summer and monsoon, swir?ing
reamns and flooded fields and absent-mind-
hills. I must allude to one of these
imlets as it was some fifty years ago. .I d.o
st know how the world is going with it
-day, whether it has been deserf.ed,.forgoh-
n or extinguished as many &Tl 1solate?d
itle village in Valabar and, indeed, in
\riows othee pavts of India has been under
1e pressure of forces elnba.ttlec‘l .b.y yesterday
sainst the taciburn tranquilities sprux?g
'z)m the bosom of ancient times. But 1n
10se days it contained about a hundred
ouses flung in picturesque disarray upon
1e shore of a gerpentine paddyfield beneath
sweep of areca-nub palms, j&ck-hrees‘a.nd
jango-trees mingling their green foliage
gainst the noon-day sun. The hundred
ouses between thein counted about seven
andred souls and as no family was too rich
r too aristocratic to live as others lived, the
ommon life of the village was also the life
f every one init. It was a Hindu village
nd althongh caste was the nominal key-
tone of its social structure the self-conscious-
1ess of every caste was submerged in the
nconscious practice of & natural sympathy.
[he Brahmin forgot his ‘excellence’ before
he ‘untouchable’ Kzhava and‘the Nair
'orgot his quasi-military ‘pride’ to smelt a
nutual feeling to a friendly bond between
simself and the Brahmin. The caste-sys-
tem, theoretical king of the village, was
forgotten to be absolutely honoured and the
seven hundred people always joined together
to live happily. Not that there were no
quarrels. There were proffering spice to the
daily life for the hot words occurred not to
pollute the heart or corrupt the conduct but
only to add now and then an unfamiliar
hue to the subdued picture of simple joys.

Every lane in the village led to the field
and all the good things came from the field
through the lane sceking the seven hundred
souls. It was an utterly agricultural village
beyond the reach of commerce and competi-
tion. All its economy was agricultural, its
medicine only consisting of a few accessible
herbs and roots was agricultural and also its
festivals and pastimes. An agricultural god
with his excellent spouse by his side
enshrined in a stone-house in the centre of
the village and daily propitiated by the
prayers of the Brahmins and the offerings
of the people arranged the succession of sun
and rain to the satisfaction of the adjoining
field. An agricultural old teacher helped
the children through their pothooks and
hangers and their errant early arithmetical
hankerings. It wasa little and gentle torch
that the teacher held but there was not so
very much ignorance in the village for one
apostolic light to come and dissolve.

Much as I wish to linger on these Arca-
dian institutions of an Indian village the
story I have set out to narrate demands that
I must, leave them however reluctantly.
My story, indeed, originates in the village
but if it had stuck to the village in obedience
to its traditional counsels instead of going
forth to the uncertain chances of the outer
world there would have been little story to
tell.

Ramakrishna was born in the village and
he should also have lived in it all his life and
grown into its atmosphere lest he hould have
the chief character in a true story. But we
cannot blame him for what he could not do.
There was & whimsical temptation eager
for a capture waiting outside the village,
Ramakrishna was still a boy when his fathey
died leaving him what was deemed more than:



a competence by the village public opinion.
A widowed mother quenches her grief in the
sight of her children and if there was only a
child the mother kills herself completely to
live for him completely. It was no small
misfortune to Ramakrishna that he had no
brother or sister to share his mother’s un-
imaginable love.

The maternal uncle of the boy who also
belonged to the same village supplied the
household with all the masculine care it
needed. One day the brother and sister
exchanged anxious ideas about the thirteen-
year old boy.- They used to do it almost
every day and sometimes more than once in
the same day but their conversation on this
day took a decisive turn regarding his future
destiny.

“ What are we to do with him ? I have
only him to live for. Cannot we make him
grow up a little different from the other
boys? > she sighed.

“Then send him to an ‘ English School’
and if he passed the Matriculation Examina-
tion it should be rare goed luck. The Sir-
kar would give him an appointment and the
people would praise him,” replied the bro-
ther trying to look serious to look wise.

“ But there is no ‘ English School’ in the
village nor one within ten miles,” inter-
posed the mother somewhat wistfully.

The brother knew where there was one
and although it was a round dozen miles
away he was not altogether deterred from
mentioning it in something like & practical

vein. There were honest enough hotels in
the fown where the school was and good
enough lodgings to hire. And there was no
lack of money to try °‘the English Educa-
tion’ for little Ram. No one in the village
had tried it yet and this was an additional
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stimulus to the
Young brother.,

. But T cannot part with him,” inter-
lected the mother strongly-

“ And you cannot h
from other hoys eit
impatiently.

Th'e debate hung for 5 Space both with-
drawing within themselveg trying to go
round the difficulty to get over it.

The mother saig to
part with him go early.”

“progressive’ soul of 4

ave him grow different
her,” cried the uncle

herself, T cannof

The uncle saig to himsgelf,
part from him.
to ask her.”

“ She will hot
It ig really much too soon

Lvery difficulty holds itg own solution
and sometimeg alsosurrenders it.  Anoppor-
tune idea entered the uncle’s head. 'I?lrl)er
was an ‘English teacher ’ ip the next v‘le
lage. He was ope of the o

ellectual integ-

the senselegg
after the shock of j battle and

result. He hated

nation andin the bitterness of this hatred he

had come to the eighbouring village and
set up a school of his own to coach the wij.

lin young boys of the Place to lie aboug
his worst enemy in life,

“ There’s g way,” the
claimed. There's Kurup, brother Kurup

just a mile and g half across. He knowg
many things, root ang branch,

uncle almogt ex-

Why not send Ram to

before we thus dream of the

S far-away Sirkar
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Tt was a clenching argument come at the
appropriate time and hour and the mother
torn as she was between a future for her
only son and separation from him vvepl:i fo;
idy and blessed her good brothgr a hundre
times. The question was decided and the
village and Ramakrishna began to part from

each other,

III. Kurup. o
Established a couple of years ago 11 a place

where one English word, if it ever .appear;a;d
was priced a whole library of E}lgh.sh bolt? S
Mr. Kurup’s English School with its a 132
tongue and aabitious eye had already ma,l[ :
ap impression among the peasant popu d.f
tions of three villages lying at the i‘mgles 0

a small contented triangular agmc_ultura,l
stretch of land. Having himself. failed to
pass the Matriculation Examination he had
set his heart, seriously, pa,ssiona,'tel'y and
entirely, in helping others to pa-s;s it m' les?
than half the time taken by the r‘ecogmsed

English High Schools. Kurup s .menhod
was almost the last world in simphclty. He:
would take a boy from one of the villages
and keep him for three or four years a.nd’
then send him to the * Sirkar High School

where they examined him only to admit him
into one of the higher classes, generally into
the Fifth Form and often into the Sixth
Form itself. Mr. Kurup had commenced
¢ teacher’ at a favourable time when rules
of admission had not yet come into existence
to exclude sensible privately-educated boys
from all except the lowest classes in the
official educational institutions of the land.
Kurup was first a hater and only afterwards
a teacher. He nof only hated the Matricu-
lation Examination but also all very little
children, the tiny tots that scatter blended
Jaughter and cry in their homes, He not

only hated the Matriculation Examination
but all examinations in general and he hated
them not solely because he had met with
shabby courtesy at the hands of one but also
because he had grown an especial logic in
his mind to hate them. Mr. Kurup often
gave vent to this logic more epigrammaiti-
cally than plainly. He said, *“ A blind man
searches the inside of a book by perusing its
covers with his hands. Sometimes he also
thinks that such procedure is all that was
needed to imbibe the volume. Examina-
tions having no eyes penetrate the inner
meaning of boys by heartlessly rubbing
their skins ‘ for their benefit’ as the pretence
goes:” He reserved a pet allegory for his
own dear Matriculation Examination, He
called it the blind-man’s buff, I have said
that Mr. Kurup's hatred embraced the wee
little ones that make our homes the urchin
swarms they are. He never undertook to
‘teach’ any of these domestic elves. He
held, although he was still quite young, the
chronic opinion that the only proper job of
all little children was to spill milk or to cry
for the moon, to invade the end of a rainbow
for a pot of gold or to break dank kisses on
the radiant dark cheeks of mother or father.
His favourite educational enthusiasm was to
impress upon those who did not know th .t
it was about as fruitful to school the kiddirs
as to command the nestlings to fly to the top
of the sky. The kiddies wouldn't learn and
education was impossible without learning.
If Mr. Kurup were active to-day Dr. Mon-
tessori would have had a worthy hand either
to help her or to stop her. What line the
village schoolmaster would have taken in
face of the babbling tide of kindergartens it
is not possible to picture even faintly at tkis
distance of time, Suffice it to say that



Mr. Kurup would have taken a decisive
line.

In the role of the teacher Mr, Kurup was
a law-breaker and law-maker at the same
time. His vivid remembrance of the educa”
tional practice that obtained in the school
that had washed him high and dry on the
blind shore of matriculation enabled him to
take it to parts and to correct each part
emphatically in his little rural academy.
The law-breaker legislated for himself. The
first law that he made for his exclusive use
was to abstain from teaching. His second
law was again for abstinence. He did not
in fact encumber his institution with foo
many laws, for he had an idea that prolific
legislation was the primary source of breaches
and whatever he did with other people’s
laws he did not really wish his own such a
piquant destiny. But if like, feeling, know-
ing and willing, the three constituents of
consciousness, others insisted on three ele-
ments to compose the conscience of his
‘English’ inn he was far from being at his
wit’s end to produce the third law, which
was to teach emphatically and absolutely
nothing.

Facts, being the head and front of a true
story, however much they might tax belief,
have to be stated. Confucius did not repeat
his lessons. In a sense Mr. Kurup was an
abridged edition of the Chinese philosopher
rarely giving any lessons at all. Picture
him perched on his stool in front of a heavy
table unable to move from its place and
transmitting not a little of‘ this harmless
property to the presiding figure. Two ben-
ches are on the other side of the table
attempting to keep steady on delirious legs.
Turee boys in the middle teens sit on the
one and four boys totalling an age about
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equal to that of the first three are disposed
on the other. The pernickety character of

the benches has little authority over the

seven pupils. They are too deeply immersed

in work to see, much less to obey, anything,
One is wrestling with a stack of virgin arith-
metic.  Another ig silently dissolving a
pretty substantial snip of prose in a specially
strong infusion of prehemsility. A third
pupil is bent upon passing half a dozen new
words in four dozen sentences of his unaided
production. There ig that boy arresting the
eye. He is noiselessly sm uggling into hig
h.ea,c‘l & handful of Pages from a heavy
dictionary. Al the fourteen eyes are rivet-
ted.. The vibration of thejy minds is almost
a,udxlb.le. The sppetite literally seems to be
growing with eating. They manufacture
ther .own pabulum and feeq their under-
standing themselves, Liooking on this scene

One is almost persuaded that if & man will
not work neither shall he eat,.

And Mr, Kurup is also silent, An amor-

' then Aflits
if to annouce his satisfac-

king of his little institute,
rch-house, exploration and
ed toa country-seat for quiet
no telling, no doling ouf of
aking easy of the ancient
The beginning, ‘middle and end
of the school consists of an unadulterated
process of seeking and finding out. There
18 not even any atternpt at eliciting things
from the juvenile subconscious stores, ¢
When Mr, Kurup set up the school the
only appliances of educatio
the place were the table and
a blackboard that was not q

phous evanescent smile now and
across his face ag

tion with the wor
It is a rurg) resea
discovery retreat
work., There ig
knowledge, no m
wisdoms.

n he brought to
the two benches,

ac uite black and a
punitive lcane afflicted with an abrupt cur-

vature in the middle and of ngne too ample
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ength. He put the cane in the drawer,
ymitbing, strangely enough, to think of if
wgain, and as for the Dblackboard, he forgo
W11 about the chalk, a piece of oblivion whi<h
1e never sought to redress probably on ac-
sount of the circmmstance that there was no
shalk going anywhere in the country and he
went to the town only once in the year and
that was nobt to buy challt but to sell the
produce of his ¢ paral industry ” at the ‘Sivkar
school.” These blemishes in the constitution
of Mr. Kurup’s Lyceum did not fortunately
hinder the yearly expedition of two or three
agricultural boys, shy and silent, fathomless
themselves but always fathoming, to the
remote town school and thence to the Matri-
culation Txamination to tell that iron
autocrat of the young that there were souls
here and there in the world who could, if
they choose, make nothing of its wonted
tervors. The headmaster would wonder
from what mysterious place these profound
pupils came only to admit them and even if
from jealous motives he put them one below
the class for which they were indisputably
found fit they seldom went below the Iifth
Torm., Mr. Karup having retired to the
village after his unforgettable enferprise in
the outer world of education not only not
aspired to be known but was also incurably
averse from being known. He had already
become an artist concealing both himself and
his art.

Tt was to this famous unknown educa-
tional home that young Ramakrishna was
sent. The boy knew quite a lot of things
already because he was thirteen years old
and also because the agricultural village
teacher had evinced a sort of partiality for
him by excusing him the greater portions of
his regulation alphabetical and arithmetical

2

courses. Ramakrishna was not exactly
a sprightly boy. The death at an eatly age
of his father had affected his temperament
with a certain leaning to meditation if not
to sorvow. He was always shy, often melan-
choly, occasionally dreamy, and mercurial
like his companions only when the play-
mood drunk with its own delight got the
better of him rvendering him oblivious to
viilage, home and school. Aithough, how-
ever, children played in the village at all
hours of the day there were few games orga-
nized with pure intoxication in view. Thus,
at this impressionable time of his age few
things used to run away with Ramakrishna’s
mind and he was in some real respects
growing up different from other boys even
without the adventitious aid of an alien
language and culture.

Mr. Kurup never began at the beginning
if he could begin anywhere else like the
end or the middle. He was not known to
have begun his * teaching’ of Tnglish with
the alpahbet or even with a primer. His
favourite pedagogic sport was to pitch his
innocent beginners into the very eddies of
the language. He would often say to the
pupil seeking «, b, and ¢ a hit of Browning
such as, “ God is in heaven and everything
is right with the world,” refusing to doubt
the health of his special brand of academi-
cal ethics. Mr. Kurup was perfectly mad
for his madness was not even subject to
being methodical. This is clear from the
fact that he dealt with each boy differently.
He started Ramakrishna on a sentence
which was on a modest computation as long
as the boy’s breath was short. The direct
method was still unborn even in the minds
of the dreamers. Kurup was direct in
the sense that the things he set his pupile
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to do were their own inner knowledge. 1f

he succeeded, which he made g point of

doing always, it was just because he could
not help being other than 1j]

e himself ip
all be did and, evennore, in g

1l he did not do
It cost Ramakrishna endless days and

hts to swallow
that sentence which, to speak the truth

some seriously sleepless nig
» Was
much like a trunk amputated from an ele-
phantine tome. At first the unfledged re-
crait felt like fling from it to take sanctuary
in the village temple or to bary himgelf in
a haystack, but being by birth inadequate
to these spontaneous intentions he had
nothing for it but to remain under the
shadow of Mr. Kuvup and negotiate that
heavy unattached lumyp of langnage ag best
he could.  And he, wise man, for wisdom, is
not so very different from madness aftey all,
gave little steer.  If Mv. Kurup ag not
unaware of the formidable lions he was
causing to stand in the path of hig pupils
he justified his conduct on the Proposition
that explanations only explained o the
teacher while self-teaching illumined the
pupils. Things he said had to be excavated
from hard rock to be first amenable tq
possession and second to be worth Possessing.
There was no curing M. Kurup of his
philosophy and Ramakrishna accordingly
made up his mind, girded his loins anq
plunged into the fray.

Perseverance, the philosopher’s stone, the
everyday alchemy of all ordinary human
beings, brings about great changes. In the
case of Ramakrishna the initial obstacles
rapidly shed their hostility often even
threatening to become friendly. The strug-
gle with the first sentence rendered the
second less obstinate and the second render-
.ed the third easy and the third twisted the

tail of the fourth ¢

0 behave it ithin
A fow monts amiably. Withi

Ramakrighng, had laid by a
respectable voca.bula,ry . o o

. of current coins
Shlmng with u

‘Within a ye; 'ST e (romthe_mint
gunge }mdyb‘.“ tle.daw.n of the forcign lan-
. roken in hig mind.  The arith-
b cz;. Sense came eyen easier. One pro-
pinglasg :(})1 mllother and there_ was no stop-
Who f} lourney was not  without joy-

one really begins to learn one also
really begins to enjoy,

to cut 4 10ng Within three years,

oo e s}tory Sh‘OL‘t, Ramakrishna had
i ) S led article instinctively dream-
nch.)f the © Sivkay school,’
Stoo;gizr(:hMr. Kurup still seated on his

: ?a»pose of a Hindy god, silent, over-
o jmll'mg eve¥1 more often than when

. ooked gt him, Ty, captious critic
might ey and object
ponsible 1, con
stool.  Ope day,
own free wiy| With an ajp
What he really diq
kind byt %0 appe

at he was not res-
ld not move him from bis
howuver, he moved of his
of going away.
a8 nothing of the

At before the hend ter
of the ¢ Qo 1e headmas
he ‘ Sirkayr school’ g the town with

Ra i
drezzgr:-h?a }mfa,shiona,b]y but  neatly
itting in the background of him

half anxio
us to co
afraid tq do 5o, Mefo the fore and half

“ One of the
claim

od i1 se village intellectuals I”’ ex-
e headmastey at the sight of the

familiar pp
the boy. Phenomenon and with it he hailed

do"f’n the questiop fromwznttaﬁo“;i? ‘C&?s
entive white and enskieq o,
pu.ggree from which stre’a,k
vein of golq showeq occasi
The slight 1itt)e .
ward and gtogg s
eyes,

as it were, in a

nally,
boy edged awkwardly for-

T SPrawlingly below the high
Ok him a spyee to command the
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equilibrium equal enough to the critical
nature and evident gravity of the occasion.

« 1 have come, cir, to join this school,”
said the boy after a preliminary effort to
mobilise his English.

“ What class is it you want to join ?”
interrogated that worthy trying to be digni-
fied by suppressing as mile.

The young petitioner accustomed to the
colours and cloaks of nature in the country
hardly failed to appreciate the headmaster’s
effort.

1 like to join the Sixth Form, but—.”

« But what 2 thundered the long perso-
nality leaning perilously out of plumb.

Ramakrishna did not cerbainly expect
such a sudden assault to surpervene and
sunder the one sentence into which he had
thought to put some evidence of both his
learning and his ability toapply it to a new
situation. It seemed to him like cutting the
tail of a kitten for coming and mewing and
looking up and showing its paws. He stood,
not knowing what to do and wondering fear-
fully what might occur if he did anything.
But the headmaster was not slow in return-
ing to the charge-

“ You go to the Fifth Form,” he pro-
nounced. *“ You go to the Sixth Form next
year, I don’t want to examine you. You
go to the Fifth Form and pay the fee.”

As a matter of fact the headmaster was
pretty tired of examining these boys brought
out by an uncanny man from some unknown
place. The hardy annuals were inevitable.
Examinations were precious little use
against themi. They always managed to
pass them by not outwriting themselves,
better, by remembering enough was enough
and, best, by answering to the point.
Besides, this time something in the manner
of Ramakrishna had given a fillip to his faith
in his ability to make out boys without
having them before a written examination.
Whether this faith had a bottom to it or not
the proceedings were eminently satisfactory
to the parties, and Kurup went back to his
immovable seat like a victorions soldier
coming back from battle to the measure of
‘ one, two ; one, twa.’” In fact there was only
one Kurup in the land and even he, the only
one, was not from god but from a 1is-
carriage of the Matriculation Examination
and as he had built up a stationary habit
upon a stool it was unpredictable how long
the insanity of his nature from which wisps
of wisdom continually arose would last.

“ Be a lamp to yourself,” that was all he
said to Ramakrishna when he and the boy
parted.

(Ri¢iirs RusurveD.)

(To be Continued.)
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ELEMENTARY SCIENCE:

K. S. Subran

In view of the fact that g great deal of
interest has arvisen for the subject of [lemen-
tary Science, otherwise

w ; known gag general
Science, in our school

s since its inclusion ag
bject, T propose o place in
this article a few facts about it, both gg
regards its content and method of treatient.

an examination sul

In an investigation talken up by Ada
L. Weckel (School Science and Mathemg-
tics January 1922, Vol, XXIT)

to determine
the basic aims and the

underlying scientifie
principles and fundamental concepts  which

occur most [frequently in text-books of

General Science, the investigator finds that
there is a surprising unanimity in the aims
and purposes of General Science, and, also
in the subject matter included in the courseg
given. The prefaces of most text-h

ooks
indicate '

that the writers recognise thesg
aims :
T'o insure that the pupil acquires : —
(1) An understanding, an appreciation
and a control of the everyday environment :
(2) An appreciation of the applic

ations
of science in industrial and social life;

3) A fund of wvaluable information
about natnre and sciences.

The subject matter includes such varied
topics as

(1) The study of the atmosphere in its
several aspects —physical  properbies ang
mechanics  of gases, chemical compositinng,
atmospheric woisture, weather, etc.

(2) The study of water—its physical
properties, chewmical composition, mechanics

e Tyer, Mod,) Scl

A NOVEL VIEW-POINT-
By

00, Saidapet,

of liquids, distil]u,tion,

supply, s :
PPy, sewage disposal, house piping, ete.

(3) The study of the e
to the uniyey

evaporation waber

arth—its relation
s@, SOilOL‘igin,
s irrigation e,

() Life
bacteria, ye
tion,

. fertility, crosion,
dl‘a:lnﬂ‘ge Y’

Oncarth—plants, animals,
asts, moulds, hy

gicne aud santta-
(5) F()Od and n
(6) Ma,chineg,
i funning water,
light, sound, 1y

Ina

utrition.

of work and encrgy —work

Stmple machines, heat,

agnetism and ele
1 anothey

Lisig Meier
November,

cbricity-

. inVesti,‘;anq taken up by
(Genery| Scicnce  Quarterly,
1924 v IXy
Consensug of Opinion g,
schoo] stmndu‘d,
should e offereq
adolescent bupils, ¢}

many favoye the

science gg ay

to determine the
nong teachers of high
to * what materials
N General Science 0
e investiga,tor finds that
' more humanised type of
Mental [g 'i,“n,Sb tl.]e t;ea.ching of the funda-
Ws and Principles of geience.

In othep words the Mater
mentary Seienee o

as

ialg for an Iile-
rse should be ovgauised

ar ,

chlrl:d hpt?(ll)lems of every day life, and
Should he p, such tio i it

into Physics, demarcation in i

chemisgry, botany, zoology,

. y Siogm bh . ) .
Physica) scienc Phy etc., or even into

our py . as we have 1n

Chqsif['l);zz?nt fb 5. L. ¢ Syllabus.  The
..-A on o t,he to 168 o]

logical Sciences Pies according to the

shoulq give pl
i cording
mvolved. 1y,
a humyn

ace to a classi-
bo the human interests
Most tundamental topic for
is his own body. Hence
¥ should have the lead in a

being
lwman, physiolog
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gencral science course. Appreciation and
use of environment has been defined as one
of the aims of a general science course; and
the most important subject in our environ-
ment is food. TFor this we depend on plants
and loweranimals.  So also for our clothing.
Thus the pupils may be led on to the sub-
jects of botany, and zoology of the specia-
listse From food and clothing in our
country we pass on to sources of supply of
the samre from foreign lands. This leads us
on to the subject of communication with our
neighbours and transport services. .Then
there are many other things that contribute,
to cur well-being, comtort and enjoyment,
such as protection from diseases. This takes
us to hygiene and sanitation. We rejuire
houses to live in, and this leads us to the
several materials used for building. Geo-
logy, botany and chemistry all can offer
their share for this topic. Then may be
taken up the control of natural forces by
man, under which can be put all forms of
machines, and energies that come under
physics in daily lite.

Yuch a method of grouping does not
involve the introduction of any new subject
into the already over-crowded curriculum,
but does assuredly provide the much needed
thread, giving coherence to the many
“snippets” which find a plice in all
schemes of elementary science. This also
offers the advantage of teaching this subject
in the several classes according to the con-
centric plan. I therefere welcome thisoppor-
tunity of laying this idea before teachers in
schools of every grade primary, middle or
secondary.

Next let me take up the method of treat-
ment. ¢ The mission of the older type of

teachers and of text-books in science wag
apt to be the teaching of principles which
were, or were not, as fate decreed, applied
to the interpretation of the environment,
But the modern text-books and teachers do
vot teach principles and then apply them.
They teach their pupils about the world
and in the process, certain of the funda-
mental principles of science come to be
definite vealities.” This leads us to ask
ourselves, ‘“should we start our elementary
science teaching with the measurements of
length, area, volume, density, cte.in the
abstract ? Is it not enough if we describe
these methods as opportunities occur for
explaining particular environments and
revise the syllabus accordingly 2 Tlor exam-
ple, density and specific gravity might come
in under food, adulteration and how to
detect the same. Thermoweters might be
introduced when a disease like fever is taken
up or under any other similar opportunity,
and so on.

Here ave a few ideas, my dear reader, for
him who is interested in the revision of
our 3. 5. L. C. Elementary Science syllabus ;
and if these ideas are sane, why not they be
tried and tested? No doubt they ave nmany
difficulties on the way, the first and fore-
most being the supply of proper teachers
who are acquainted with a general know-
ledge of all sciences. As it is at present a
physical science graduate may not be alle
to take up immediately, the teaching of
topics in natural science, or a natural science
graduate the teaching of topics in physical
sciences., Bub it prevents neither to
become well versed in the other sclence

group, for where there is a will there is
a way. ‘

— e,
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HISTORY IN MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Mr. G. Srinivasachari, Assistant Master, P, § High School, M1
. - » Mylap

(I'rom a leclure delivered under the auspices of the History Section
Khan Bahadur Abdur Lahim, 3. A,, L. T., L. E. S., District I

The scope of the subject will be limited
to the discussion of the following two ques-
tions:—(1) Does the present Departmental
Syllebus in the Mistory of India for the
Junior Form need a revision in the light of
the new A Group Syllabus for the S.8.L.C.
Course and if so in what respect ? (2) Should
patriotism be taught through Indian History,
if so, how ?

To answer the first question a brief
survey of the present syllabus-and an inquiry
into its effects on the pupils who have had
the benefit of class-room and text book study,
have to be made. An investigation in the
form of a test was made and the answers of
the pupils of the 1Vih Form studying in
eleven different schools were considered.
(Appendix A.). A tabular statement of
the results and details explaining it are
contained in (Appendix B). Appendix C
gives a graphical illustratiou of the results
grouped under definite headings.

From a glance of thesyllabus and a
perusal of text-books prepared in accordance
with it, it will be abundantly clear that
serious History is commenced from Form III,

In Form 1 the biographical element in g
way preponderates. To begin with, the pupils
are given a lesson or two on the P’hysical
features of India and another on the diver-
sity of race, not altogether an undebatable
theme. Some jealous writers of text-books
include the legend of Nacigethas, the sub-
ject matter of whose conversation with

By

ore,

of the Madras Teachers’ ¢

‘ wild with
ducational ofn

cer, Madras in the chair,)

Yama is sufficiently

..studfsnts of Philosophy oras Yama himself
1s said to  have admitted, ballling even to
the Gods. Founders of religion and heroes
of  construction and  destruction from
Chandragupta down to George the Em ero
of India ave dealt with in rigid chroncI))lo ril:
cal order. A linking up of the march éof
events, chiefly politicg) is, in the opinion of
akers, not toq high for the

bafling to ardent

standard.

In Form Ig the
features is exptended ip

w.ith any serious study of History Detailed
historical matter s catered to pupils in vlvell
. e
0ning with the early
and ending with the

lesson on Physical
to one CoOmmenanrate

defined chapters, begi
inhabitants of India
advert of the Eur
routes. There ig cert

§ ainl :
adherence to chr T Serupulons

onology, Tt should
. . : b
noted in Passing that the correspondine

portions in the new 4 Group Syllabug
very much  the same ip substance oafe
here and there g little move ig e fo

o ‘ added : fop
1F1btance, barts (a) and (b) of the introdlfloL
c-

bet

300 B.C. and 200 AD. ehWeen  the Years

In Form III gffey

, . ‘ _

the trade-routes Yetweq te-capitulation of
IndleS the pupils

. are takep .
dizzy conflicts that g through the
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the benefits of the British Rule. Some text-
books close with a lesson or two on local
self-government and another on the impor-
tance of the franchise, perhaps by way of an
apology for Civies. This part of the syll.abus,
too like its earlier balf, happily agrees in all
major points with the corresponding portion
in the naw 4 Group syllabus. :
The treatment of Indian History in
Forms II and IIL is periodic, a method
which is surely not abreast of the times.
The repetition of the same main and sub-
headings for the highev forms renders the
task of the text-book writer somewhat
difficult. He will be at a loss to know which
to treat briefly and which to dilate upon.
In any case, the text-book forthe higher
forms is bound to be undaly kulky.
Summary of the Investigation.
After this brief review of the present
syllabus, let me address mysel ‘ to the
results of the investigation. It will profit
History Masters to inquire wheve the
pupils stand after a- three years- course.
As some basis for an argument 13 neces-
sary, the result of the test has bee.n
taken to serve asone. By no meansis it
sought to be made comprehensive or conclu-
sive. The conclusions arrived at should be
taken to be only of a tentative character.
South Indian History (I & XI)—The
percentage of right answer to these ques-
tions is 28'7, by no means flattering to
note. The names of Kuropean nations are
mostly mentioned as the sea-fearing people in
India at the beginning of the Christian Lra.
The fact that the Chola and Pallava Kings
have in a great measure contributed to the
building of temple cities in South India, has
left only a very feeble impression 1n the
minds of some, while others are blissfully

ignorant. In answering question XI
many have included Hydrabad as being
situated in South India. Some would have
Rajaputana too pulled down to the South,
What is meant by a Native State has not
been understood by a very considerable
number of pupils who for instance include
Madura. Thus it will be seen that a study
of the Map of India calculated to enable
pupils to mark out broadly Northern India,
Deccan and South India on it, has had no
appreciable advantage ; or, would it be
nearer the truth to say that it is often
ignored both by the teacher and the taught
as being too minor for pointed attention ?
Sense of Chronology (II & II1,)—The
percentage of right answers to these ques-
tions which demand a very elementary
sense of chronology is only 27'7. Very
many pupils have not been able to name the
century to which a pavticular year belongs.
Types of errors noted are chiefly of two
kinds, for instance B. C. 325 is noted as 3rd
century. While 1191 A.D. is marked as
the 12th century, 1911 is marked as the 19th
century, most probably from an application
of the rule for approximation in arithmeti-
cal calculations. Again the significance and
importance of affixing A, or B.C. to the
century have not at all been recognised for
even in the correct answers such prefixes
are safely omitted : and so done probably
because they are already there in the ques-
tion paper. Any way the results reveal that
the pupils had no clear conception of time
and ave not therefore able to appreciate
the passage of time in a list of dates or asso-
ciate a hero of outstanding historic impor-
tance with all which his times stood for.
Memory of contemporary events and
persons is very poor as judged from the not .
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high percentage of 37. (). V. demands from
the pupils retention and recollection of
valuable records in istory and failures in
this are really deplorable.

Leligious movements.—The figure for this
question is comparatively high for the vea-
con that the particniar portion has jnst heen
covered in most of the schools in which the
teat was conducted.  This shows what cffect
recency has on the minds of pupils. Dutis
it tno much to expect a little more increase
in the percentage of right answers to this
question?

Figtureof Facts.—Thisis the best answer

of the questions as the figure 656 shows. It
must however be a matter of regret that as
many as 344 per cent. of the answers
should be wrong. For instance, what 1dea
of Tndian History can a pnupil have, who
says that Hyder's defeat ended the Muham-
madan Rule in Mysore ? (This type of
question may be regarded as out of date by
some, and even objectionable by others.
Jub however the examiner encouraged by
his knowledge that sach a type is often
found in tests given to foreign children,
has chosen to include it. It is usual to
award minus marks for the wrong answers
which, if done in the present cuse, alters the
figure from 65. 6 to 31.2)

Local History—The pitifnlly low per-
centage 145 of answers to question VIII
shows that either the pupils have not
travelled along through Mount Road ot even
il they had, they had not kept their cyes
open to see those outstanding relics of im-
mediate past, The highest percentage is 243,
from the pupils of a school who have
frequent  opportunities of going about
that way. In thecase of pupils who had

no such  opportunities” the percentage
descends to 55. This confirms us in
the first supposition while the truth of the
second s unquestioned.  But it must be
stated that even those pupils who are able
to give the names of persons, hopelessly fail
to mention any good deed done by ‘thcm.
Munro for Riotwari system, and Ripon for
Local Self-Government had not sulficiently
fixed themselves in the minds of pupils.
General Knowledge.—"The results (30 per
cent) show that the pupils’ general acquain-
tance with some movements and places of
historic importance and their grasp of the
significance of some abbreviations in current

usage are very meagre. It is almost irresis-

tible for the examiner to dilate on the very

amusing answers to  these questions, But
he will resist the temptation and confine his
remarks -to only a few of them. To many
Peshwa isa town. They confuse it with
Peshawar. Again to many Pratap Gar iga
person, confusion arising from the name of
Pratapsing.  In these days when politics
ave the talk of street and vigorous election
propaganda is carried on, the term M.IL.A.
has not been understood. Often itis ex-
panded into Madras Legislative Council,
“ A’ has either been totally ignored or ex-
panded into Council reckless of whatever
else it may mean, “Indian cooking service”
for I.C.S. is not uncommon in answers !

On the whole the meagre knowledge of
pupils in respect of elementary matter in
History is sufficient warning to History
teachers to cry halt and reflect onthe situa-
tion. To what causes then can the poor
results be traced ? The following appear to
be the main causes in order of importance.
(1) The syllabus and text hooks not being
planned to suit the tastes and inclinations
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of the pre-adolescent’s mind. (Anearly in-
troduction of a serious study of history; the
catering of excessive political matter in
rigid chronological sequence; the appearance
of much unintelligible matter in text-books;
the laboured style of most of them, a con-
comitant evil either of adaptutions from or
translations of, history text-books in Iing-
lish: the dearth of attractive text hoolks in the
mother tongue calculated to stiv and capture
the imagination of pupils, and the general
exclusion of topics of current interest are
instances in point). (2) Want of facilities for
frequent excursions (3) The slovenly habit
of skipping over historical terms in class-
room and hanging the maps on the board or
wall without any definite aim. (1) Time
charts and lines not being extensively used
and  demanded of pupils (5) The stifling
abmosphere created by the method of ‘given,’
by ¢ chalk and talk.’

Tvery history teacher knows how to make
the best of the situation and to earnestly
attempt to alter it for the better. Suflice it
for the present to state that, at frequent in-
tervals, attainment tests of the nature under
discussion with alterations to suit local con-
ditions and requirements, may be given and
a lively interest in  pupils, in the past of
men and things around them, be aroused.

On some aspects of the syllabus,

A new situation has now arisen. Indian
History appears as a compulsory subject
along with the studies which had a more vene
rable claim upon the high school pupils’atten-
tion. Up to the present year Indian History
appeared in the IV Form B Group and un-
ceremoniously dismissed with that. The
teacher could make no excursions beyond
the fringe of ‘the earlier Moghuls’. It was

3

N "ic'
Cﬁ%‘fql} necessary. g
prehensive idea™ {the 1)j,pgu¢§ oA political
events had to be gi%'n""ﬁmgw/ﬁere in the
school-course and Forms IT and TIT were

@ com-

chosen for that purpose. Now as things are
altered, it is felt that an immediate revision
of the syllabus for the ILower Torms is
necessary.

The problem to be considered isin what
class #hould serious study of history begin,
‘Serious history’ is gencrally taken to mean a
proper understanding of the relation betwen
cause and effect and a sense of the evolution
of things.

It is an observed fact that such a study
cannot be begun before the age of 12. (the
case of the pupils of the higher standards of
the Llementary IHigher Grade School has not
been taken into account, in consideration of
the fact that the syllabus has to be framed
on the reckoning that such pupils are
‘leavers’ ;) From the fact that age limit for
the School Final Candidates is fixed at 15 it
is assumed that the average age of the pupil
of the IT Form is less than 12, This leads
one to the conclusion that a serious study of
history should begin from the TIl Torm
rather than from the 1T,

In the I and II Torms biography as a
material stands quite essential. But it is
well to bear in mind that ‘it is still only
material to aid in building up a lavger and
more general conception. The writer of
history seeks to narrate events as a whole
so that the readers may secure a collective
impression in which great personalities play
a part assigned to them on the stage of
National or Racial fortune,’ The &pprroach
to the subject should be such as to awaken
in the pupil a desire to seek for the explana-
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tion of the now in the longer, and a sense of
the relation between general and particular
with the result that he should be made to
welcome the clforts of the historian to put
meaning into the flow of events.  The ins-
tinct of the pupils to seek for cause and
effect should be nurtared by good  teaching
until it becomes a settied habit.  This busi-
ness of nurturing 1s no less the work of the
lower form teacher than his colleague of the
higher form.

The first law to be borne in mind in the
framing of any syllabus is that history isa
way of thinking about events in space. The
second is that * Then’ is necessary in order
to understand * Now.’

Tiet us for a moment consider the main
street of our town. Tlow many institutions
are there that express valuss of our modern
society. The business houses represent the
economic foundation. The Municipal and
Revenue Offices, and the Police Station re-
present administrative elements in society,
There are also places of hygienic values.
Schools abound, signifying that schooling is
reckoned of some value in our modern
society. The temples, Mosrues, and Churches
testify to some ['inction expressed by reli-
gion. Instances may be multiplied. DBut
the problem for the teacher is how much
matter he will choose for class-room study
from a host of things of varying values after
a careful process of sifting and selection,

The syllabus, in any caze, must be balanced
representing all the mainactivities, achieve-
ments and purposes of the nation in parsi-
cular and of mankind in general. The
teacher should always consider himself to
be the master and not the slave of the sylla-
bus,

For example (1) if Shersha's postal system
has to be taught, a simple bald statement, as

may be found in any text hook, will stir no -

interest in the pupil, but an attempt to link
the past with the present under the law
‘ From the known to the unknown’ will
Touse in the pupil a desire to know how
messages wers sent in olden days and a brief

review of the evolution of the postal system

will  result from class-room  discussion.

(?) Similarly the history that coins of
different times have to tell will afford a
beautiful lesson.

Bach one of us can thus
multiply

ip! nstances from his own study.
But it is of paramount importance that the

teacher should grasp the fundamentals of the
syllabus.

(Thc? teaching of patriotism through his-
tory will be dealt with as g separate article
in the next number of thisg journal.)

Appendix (A).
HISTORY OF INDIA.

' L. 1. Who were the sea-faring!people in India
In the boginning of the Christian Bra ?

2. In whose time wag Mahabaliparam built ?

3. In whose time was the Tanjore tample
built ?

4. Write the name of g big hall built with-
out the use of timber in South India.

0.

Write the namae of any hill-fort in South
India,

IL. To which century does cach of the fol-
lowing dates belong ?

....... B.C. 325,.....AD. 119L.-eeves
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TII. Put in blank spaces 2, 3, etc., arranging (2) Who was the Queen of Ahmednagar ir

them in order of time :—
Baber,...-- Harsha,---... Muhamad Ghazni......
Asoka, s Kanishka.-....  Mirjafar,......
Sivaji,«-c.. Shajahan,---... Lord Ripon,...

Warren Ilastings,.-... Ramanuja, ...

Lord Buddah. 1.

v

.(1) Who was the Maratha King in the time

of Aurangazeb ?

the time of Akbar ?

(3) Who was the Nawab of Arcot in the
time of Clive?

V. Write the name of any important book-
written in tho time of :—

(1) Chandragupta Maurya.

(2) Akbar.

(3) Harsha.

VI. Fill up the blank space in the follows

ing :—

- . Century In .
Rellgion: | yhich ﬂourished\ Foundor ' Tonets.
Mahavira 1.
2,
Buddhism 1.
2.

VII. Read,and if the statement is correct
pub, ¥ if wrong put X against 16 : —
(1) Asoka spread Hinduism in foreign coun-

tries.
(2) Clive won the battle of Plassey:.

(3) Hyder's defeat ended the Muhammadan

rule in Mysore.

(4) The sacred books of the Dravidians are
called the Vedas.
(5) Humayun built the Taj.

(6) Hampi was the capital of the Maratha

Kingdom,
(7) Nanak was called the “Lion cf Punjab.”

VIII. Write down the names of persons
whose Statues you see in the Mount Road (be-
ginning from Fort-St-George—Walaja Gate-—
and ending with the Elphinston Picture- Palace,
Round Tana.) Write against each any good
deed he has done to deserve a statue. (One deed
will do)-

I1X. (a) Who is the present Viceroy ?

(b) Who is the Governor of Madras
to-day ?

(c) Whoigavo Madvas to the Bast India
Company ?

(d) Who was the most imporiant man
that holped to introduce English
Education in India ?

(6) Which is the oldest settlement of
the Linglish in India ?

() What are the present IFrench TPos-
sessions 1n India ?

(g) Which is the Tsland City in India ?

" X What do you understand by : —
Bhahmo Samai.
M. T A
Taxila.

Peshwa.
C. I. D

1
2
3
4, Pratapgarh,
5
6
7. 1. C. 8.

XI. Write out the names of Native Statas
in South India.
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Appendix (B)

Note: 1. \With tho oxeoption of ‘K all aro
city schools.
Note 2. In selecting "groups of individuals

for the conduct of this investigation the follow-
1dg eriticism of a high aubhority on droup tests
hag been kept in mind.

“The investigator, who has conducted a picee
of reseureh with alimits.d group of individuals
and who wishes to gencralise the results of that
resoarch applying thom to a Iarger population

of which hisgroup isa p ut, is faced with urgony

quesbions concerning the adequacy, the represen-

tativeness and the randomness of his sampling”

Nole: 8. The process of assessment:—

Fvery correct answor is awarded a point, The
total numbor of points for the paper is 67,

Tabular siatement of

the resulis.

1

| PERCENTAGE OF POINT

I8 385 a5 0 g0y age oy | 250
35BN BV arn ) | san | 372
W6 6r2 ) s | fug | geo | w7l o198
Bl 875 o1 1 g 10 | onn | 20
1250 5570 65 | wal| oo | 72| 93
o I L I (R T YR B KA
B BS )y LT | g0 s | 263
6115 | oas 1 58] 40 | 19 | 28
48 1397 1 i | ga | 95 | 195 | 2006
125162 1 632 ] are | 3y | a7l 112
831 @25 50 | g5 05 | 152 30

e | | e |
IS0 ) 434 | 656 | 145 351 | 213 | 239

The percentago of points secured by & school
} %100

for a particular questiou=—-——___whel'0
NXxQ
P represents thio number of points got by the

.
School asa whole.

N represents the number of pupils oxamined.

Q represents the number of points for the
quostion.

For instanco in school A the number of points
gained by tho 37 pupils for question I was 30
oub of a totul of 3745, 1enco the poreontago of

30 < 100=16. 2.

37X5

Note 4. In Question II1 points have beon
awarded to auswoers that show at least any four
of the nawmeos arranged in order of time : if Jess
than four, wholly discounted.

points secured by the school=
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Scuth Indian History.

Sense of Chronology.

Contemporaty Lvents
and persons,

Religious movements.
Irubure of facts,

Liocal Ilistory.

General Knowledge,

June !
How sweeb isJune.......--
Just now, in yonder Liane,
Where T was meandering
Drunk with the glory
Of Gods great wonders,
June, dressed in glad array,
June, gaily singing,
Met me, and touched my cheek
Witb her lips gently,
Glanced with her dewy eyes
Shining with laughter,
Spread out her rosy arms
T.aiden with Summer blooms,
Waved thom across the trees,
Over the verdant fields,

SONG TO JUNE.

Straightway the hedgegrows shone
In a green glory,
Harebells and dog-roses
Rose to her smile.
Slowly she went her way
Radiant and charming,
Waking the sleeping flowers
Scenting the clover fields.
When she goes back to God
Laiden with flowering buds,
1 pray that He will hear
Thanks from my fervent lips ;
For, in my grateful heart,
June lives for ever,
Lighting my darkest hours,
Healing my pain !
Leland J. Derry
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The German Universities :

The Deutche Akademische Anslandstelle
(the German Universities” Forcign Institute)
has brought out a guide-book which gives
useful information regarding the facilities
that are offered to foreign students in
Germany. The German Universitics have,
through their strenuous work extending
over a number of years, won for themselves
an unquestioned pre-emincence iu the variong
branches of knowledge and their contribu-
tion has been admilted to be remarkable,
We are told they were confronted with a
serious financial erizis immediately after the
great war, and there can be no greater testi-
mony to the cementing influence of culture
and knowledge than the spontancous and
generous help which the thousands of
foreign students have rcadily extended to
their almamater. These students who have
received their training in the German Uni-
versities have helped them “to win the
desperate struggle against the threatening
collapse.”

There are a few outstanding features in
the German Universities which we should
like to mention at the outset. In the first
place, these Universitics are all of them
“state  institutions”, and ‘“‘Universities
administered by private foundaticas or by
religious groups are unknown in Germany”.
Here is & point which may be very discon-
certing to those self-complacent Sir Oracles
in our country who tall airily that Univer-
sity education is not a matter for the state
but should be left to private effort. Though
the German Universities are state institn-
tions, they enjoy a large measure of indepen-
dence. “The University is governed by a
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rector (president) and the Senate. These
the whole teaching body
ranks. Neither economic

are chosen by

from their own
nor political organisations have any voice

in the choice.” Sccondly the German Uni-
versities are not concerned with the award
of various ordinary degrees, such as Dache-
lov’'s degree or Master's dagree, which
formsa prominent feature of the Tinglish
Universities and those modelled on them.
The degree of Doctor is the only degree that
is conferred by the University, and it does
not cavry with it any privilege to hold any
office. I'he third point about these Uni-
versities, which is closely connected with
the prevailing atmosphere of pure research,
is the freedom from examinations. Very
few examinations are conducted by the
Universities and all those who are keen on
qualifying themselves for public service or
for any learned profession, should appear for
the state examinations conducted by an
official state body. Students are at liberty
to choose any course and attendance is not
compulsory. Bnt the facilities that are
afforded to students are such that they are
stimulated to work vigorously and to make
the best use of the opportunities. The older
Universities have constituted four Faculties
comprising the different branches of know-
ledge. Alongside of these Universities have
developed institutions of equal importance,
which are commonly known as Schools
of Technology. These schools offer instruc-
tion in special technical branches, such as
agriculture, mining, forestry, etec. The lec-
tures and courses are so arranged that it is
always possible for students who pursue &

~ special line of study to attend courses of lec-

tures on philosophy, literature and ars.
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portant problems. We are sorry to ses
no indication of such influence in the minis-
ter for education. The ancient universities
will have no reason to thank him for the
unsolicited advertisement he had given, and
they would not certainly like that the
degress they conferred should have been
songht primarvily for the markest value which
the minister for education and men of his
way of thinking were disposed to attach to
them. What is really surprising is that the
minister should give expression to sentiments
which are opposed to those held by persons
in higher quarters. While pointing out the
undesirability of such a large influx of
Indian students into the foreign universi-
ties, the Report of the work of the education

and to advise them properly. The numerous department of the office of the High Com-
mountains and forests, the beautifal land- missioner for India for 1927-28 states that
well-known health resorts

The German Universities have thrown
open their doors to foreign students, and in
recognition of the generous help rendered
by them after the war, the anthorities are
eager to aflord all possible facilities to
students coming from abroad and to
make their stay comfortable. The hostel
system does not seem to have been adopted
to an appreciable extent but the student-
houses that havecome into existence in
some centres as the result of the vigovous
wide-spread student movement known as
“stizdents’ self-help movement’ are prepared
to admit foreign students without restric-
tion. The institute for foreigners, which
corresponds to the Information DBureau,
is willing to look to the needs of foreigners

scape, and the it should be made clear that a “British
which attract a large number of tourists, degree and training is no longer an essen-
have a chatm of theirown and arrangements tial qualification for service appointments.”
can beeasily made for vacation trips *o The Minister’s reply to the questions put in
suit the convenience of foreiza students. the Liegislative Council should therefore he

regardedias a mere cam a flouge. Time was
when one frequently heard of ¢ British
character” in connection with services. I

* * *

The “Oxford Spirit’’!

The ancient University of Oxford will
not feel happy at the way in which the
Hon. Minister for Education one of its
alumni, has been handling questions of pub-
lic importance. The answers which he gave
to questions put at the last session of the
Legislative Council regarding the educa- and promotion.
tional services do not show that he has, inany  years ago that the Secretary of State for
measure, imbibed the real spirit of Oxford. India called upon the Madras Government
It has come to be generally regarded that to promote permanently to the Indian edu-
the training in Oxford or Cambridge will help cational service Indians holding degrees of

oneto free himself from the narrowing our university. When a few fresh places
in the Madras KEducational sevvice were

required a sustained agitation on the pars
of eminent political workers to do away with
certain restrictions which tended to operate
against the Indian graduates. The result of
the agitation showed itself in a new orienta-
tion of the policy in respect of recruitment
It was only about ten

influence of vested interests and also
fo bring a detached spirit to bear upon im- sanctioned some years back the degrees of -
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the Madras University were not considered
inferiorand officers in service were promotad
to the Madras Educational service. Why
should the Minister for Iiducation show
undue preferance of  foreign degrees
though they are not rescarch  degrees.
The body that is really competent to
lay down the qualifications of teachers
engaged in the teaching of different subjects
in colleges is the University, and it does not
seem to have shown any such preference.
There is such a thing known as continuity
of policy and a sudden departuve which
is likely to hit hard a large number
of competent officers cannot be made except
for valid reasons. The old slogan of “British
character” is attempted to be re-installed in a
new garb and it is nccessary that members of
the Legislative Council should realise .the
seriousness of this aspect of the (]UeStIOI'I.
The procedure adopted by the Minister. is
as inexplicable as his preference of a .forexgn
degree is novel. Isitin the best 'mtcrest
of education that the vacancies which are
proposed to be filled up should not be zde('zr—
tised at all 2 Should it be left to the whim
and fancy of the Minister to decide
whether vacancies may be filled up by
direct recruitment or by promotion from
within. The prime consileration which
should weigh with the Govermnen.t in
regard to the recraitment for e.duc&tmnal
services is the interest of cducationand we
cannot refrain from pointing out that this
point is not given the consideration it des?,r-
ves. As for theelimination of the political .111-
fluence, it is enough to invite the attention
of the authorities and the public to t].ne
significance of the following passage In
Mayer’s Federal service : ¢ In any attempt
to divorce a public personnel  system

0

from politics ov related improper forces,
the obvious point of attack is the system of
selection. So long as politics dominates, or
has any substantial influence in, the process
of initial reernitment no substantial progress
can be made in climinating it from the ad-
ministration of the personnel system proper.

To discuss at length the evils
which flow from the selection of the admi-
nistrative personnel of the (Government on
political grounds instead of on merit is un-
necessary.  They are too obvious and too
widely recognised. The local em-
ployee who is selected for political reasons
remains an active political factor, at all
times more or less under the eye of those
politicians to whom he owes his place, and

politics attends his footsteps at every point
in his official history.”

The Madras Uaiversity

A meeting of the Senate will be held on
Triday the 18th October. Many of the
official items relate to alterations in the
existing laws which vequire the formal
approval of the Scnate. Weare glad to see
that Mr. Alladi Krishnasamy Aiyar has
come forward with an endowment of
Rs. 3,000 for instituting a lectureship styled
as “Sundara Aiyar—Krishnasamy Aiyar
Lectureship.” According to the terms of
Endowment, there will be delivered every
alternate year one or more lectures on (@)
Public International Liaw or () Inter-State
relations of Indian States and British Indian
Provinces, or (¢) comparative legislation. It
is refreshing to find that the donor should
feel that the committee cntrusted with the
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work of selecting the lecturer should have
sole regard for merit.

* * *

The public may be aware that the fees
for different university examinations were
recently enhanced and that new fees were
also being levied for exemptions, diploma,
etc. The levy of such fees was not at all
justified when there was a large surplus
under the Fee fund account. Those who ob-
jected to the enhancement or levy of fees
feaved that the large surplus would ere long

lead to extravagance.’

We are yet to bave our library build.ings
and research laboratories and the Syndicate
will be will advised in withdrawing the pro-
posals for the appointment of the overseer

and wireman. There are some resolutions

among those of which notice has been given
by members, which are likely 'to' come up
for serious discussion at the wmeeting of the
senate. 'There is a  resolution for ' the
appointment of & Retrenchment Comml'ttee
and members of the senate who are conscious
of the limited nature of the resources .should
be willing to support this resolu%mn .so
that the financial position of the university
many continue to be stable. The Govern;
ment intend to introduce the system 0

Block-grants and a resolution has been

tabled to raise the question of constitutional

propriety involved in the procedure adopted

by the syndicate with regard to Lh.is ques-
tion. Mr. P. A. Subramanya Aiyar has
given notice of his intention to move a reso-
lution recommending to the academic coun-
cil that the percentage required of 8. 8. 1. C.

candidates for eligibility be reduced from

40 per cent. to 35 per cent. in Tinglish and

Vernacular. We understand he has gathet-
ed figures from different schools scattered
throughovut the presidency to show that the
new rule will cause great hardship. If the
rule which is proposed to come into force in
1930 had been applied in the year 1929, the
results in many schools would have been
unsatisfactory. The Academic Council was
prevailed upon to raise the standard by
fixing 40 per cent. in English and 40 per-
cent. in the second langnage since the prin-
cipals of colleges seemed to have report-
ed that students were not able to follow the
courses and wete found to be weak in
English. It is an open question whether the
university should not be at liberty to fix its
own standard. But circamstances in our
presidency are peculiar, and most of the
students who appear for the S. 8. I. C.
public examination will be anxious to join
the university if they can. The cry of the
“ slaughter of the innocents” will be raised
and the academic council will not be given
a moment’s peace. The proposition of Mr.
Subramanya Aiyar will, we hope, receive
careful consideration of the senate and the
acadewmic council.

* * *

Women’s Education in the Madras
Presidency,

In ourlast issue we considered the recom-
mendations made in the Report on the Deve-
lopment of Women’s Tducation so far ag
they related to elementary education. In
the present issue we propose to consider the
recommendations made in respect of second-
ary education.

While recognising the need for the expwn-
sion of secondary education of gitls and the
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-provision of additional facilities therefor, the
report observes, however, that it is neither
possible nor desirable even to bring it up to
the level of that of boys and thus wipe off
entirely the very great disparity that there
is at present between the secondary educa-
tion of boys and that of girls. The report
discusses the possibility of utilising the exis-
ting agencies for future expansion and arri-
ves at the conclusion that no great expansion
can follow if reliance is placed on local
bodies and aided agencies. So far as local
bodies are concerned, it may be safely stated
that they can never be depended upon for
the expansion of secondary education of girls-
In the first place, all their funds will, fora
long time to come be required for elemen-
tary education. Secondly, the administra-
tion of elementary education and of the
secondary education of boys by local bodies
has not been all that could be desired and it
does not therefore seem desirable to entrust
the administration of the secondary educa-
tion of girls to them. The aided agencies
which are shy at present even in respect of
the secondary education of boys cannot be
expected to contribute very largely, or even
moderately, to the expansion of secondary
cducation of girls. The management of
gecondatry schools for girls s 1nore
costly and difficult and  with the existing
grant‘s-in-a,id system no aided management
will come forward to open new secondary
schools for givls. The report therefore con-
cludes that the only agency which should
come forward and open more secondary
schools  for girls is the {iovernnient and
recomuends accordingly the establishinent
of 100 Middle and 20 High schools for girlg

‘within a period of ten years and the opening
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of special schools for Muslim girls and a
larger number of schools in Malabar and
South Kanara. The cost of these proposals
1s estimated to be Rs. 61,000 in the first
year and, rising gradually in successive
years, is expected to vise to Rs. 175 lakhs
ultimately. The report also recommends
that though these schools will be Govern-
ment schools, their management shouid be
transferred toa committee composed entively
of women. Each District Secondary Iidu-
cation Board is to return one member to the
Board. The Heads of Governiment Second-
ary Schools for Girls'are to send four of
their number. The Inspectresses of Girls’
schools and the Deputy Directress of Public
Instruction arve to be ex-officio mumbers of
the committee. The committee is expected
to meet for the transaction of business once
a quarter.

These proposals, though they may scem
sound and desirable, are yet not feasible of
adoption in theiv entirety for more reasons
than one. Iirst, it is extremely difficult to
nd the funds necessary for the purpose.
Secondly, there is the still greater diffiznlby
of finding (alified teachers for these new
schools. Though in the Introduction to the
Report it is stated that little difliculty is to
be experienced in the matter of the stafting
of the new secondary and training schools
and the inspectorate with qualified woruen
graduates, experience since the publication
of the report appears to have been other wise.
It is understood that for want of aralified
women graduates men have been appointed
to several of the posts in Schools for girls and
bo the posts in the inspectorate. If conditions
are such when high qualifications are not
demanded and when a woman is appointed
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irrespective of the fact whether she }{nows

the vernacularlanguage of the locality or

not, the situation is not likely to be any

the better, when schools ave opened in

increasing numbers and when the depart-

ment has regard to the fact that the person

proposed for appointment k.nows the verna-

cular language of the locality. It therefore

seems necessary to procced caubiously and

slowly and make sure of the ground covered

before attempting further increased ex-
pansion. One of the reasons for the de;mrt.h
of qlmliﬁed women grmhu.Ltes this year is
reported to be the reduction recenﬂ)'r made
in the pay and allowances so far given to
women graduates. These rates of pay and
allowances weve themselves felt to be inade-
quate and it is therefore a pity thal the
Government should have been so .shor.t-
sighted as to order a fu»rther red’uctxon in
them. The service must first be made
attractive so as to secure and retain the
services of an adequate number of qualified
persons In the several language areas.
Liastly, the proposal for the appointment of
a committee composed of nearly forty
women for the management of the Govern-
ment Secondary Schools appears to us to be
phantastic. This committee is expected to
be an executive and an administrative body,
and isib seriously expected that it will be
able to'discharge its duties regulary, efficient-
ly and satisfactorily, more especially when
it is expected to meet only oncein a quarter ?
There are also other points fo be considered
in this connection, such as the danger of
introducing extraneous considerations in the
émdministmtion of secondary schools for girls,
and we therefore hope that Government
will consider the reccmmendation well and
deeply before coming to a decision.

The recommendations regarding the need
for providing a new type of secondary schools
for girls and making the instraction impart-
ed in them more varied and practical are
however worthy of earnest and serious con-
sideration. Razalising that, nnder the exist-
ing social conditions, most of the Indian
girls would leave school at the age of 12 or
13, the report recommends the opening of a
new type of secondary school where the
course is completed in the IIT Form and
where provision will be made for giving
education of a practical character which will
fit the girls better for the life which they
will have to lead. It is also rightly insisted
that the medium of instruction throughout
the course should be the vernacular and that
English should be only a second language.
'This point cannot be sufficiently emphasised
in the case of girls’ schools. If the secon-
dary education of girls has not so far
advanced as much as we would wish, one
reason for it is that the education did not
lead to anything and had little relation to
the life which the girls would have to lead
later. Again, while it is stated in the
Madras Educational Ruales that instruction
in the non-language subjects should be
through the vernacular to the end of the
middle school course, the rule is honoured
more in the breach than in its observance.
It is not uncommon to see even the prepara-
tory classes of a secondary school for girls
receiving instruction through English. If
it is recognised how educationally unsound
such a practice is, it should not be difficult
for the department to put a stop to it. The
report also recommends the institution of a
public examination at the end of the
III Form course. It is expected that the
possibility of obtaining a certificate on the.
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results of a public examination will lead to
greater progress, as a larger number of
girls will then be induced to stay longer at
school, and complete the middle school
course. Theevilsof a public examination
are too many and such examinations should
therefore be confined to the limits and
spheres where they arc absolntely necessary.
‘We cannot agree that such an examination
is at all necessary for girls and we are afraid
that the evils resalting therefrom may take
away from the soundness and elficiency of
the education given in schools,

As regards the High School course, the

report points out the need for making

4

Domestic Science compulsory up to the end
of Form IV and the widening of Group C
80 as to admit of the inclusion of g large

number of subjects suited to the talents of

. (2 0] . H
girls,  These suggestions have been given

effect to in the revised S.8.7,,C. scheme

recently approved by the Government

g
Domestic Science has been made compul-

sory up to the end of the VI Form course,

Indian Music and Applied Art have been

introduced ag additional subjects under

Group C and any other subject that may be

found useful can be easily included in that
group.

——— e ——

Tar Tinrary MOVEMENT —(
Price Rs. 2.)

The Madras Library Association deserves to be con
this neatly got up handbook. As his His Excellency Liord Go
publishers,”The Progress of Bducation in thig country is ha

Published by the Madras Library  Association :

gratulated on the publication of
schen says in his message to the

: mpered by the absence of libra-
ries to which the poorer students may go for any information or bo

Library Association has as its aim the spread of literacy through
Dublic opinion in this country, is yet not as strong as it ought to
Libraries. The aims of the Association can be achieyed on!

ok he may want’, The
the Library movement.
be about the need for

. : . y il every one in the country
is convinced of the values of Libraries. In publishing this collection of papers by
different persons who can write with authority on thig subje

ct, the Association invites the

attention of the public to the urgent need for the establishment of Libraries. The

publishers have very wisely included inthe book, papers written not only
also in all the Sonth Indian Vernaculavs. They are available,

in English but
separately for distribution

in rural areas, where the need for propaganda 1s very great. We hope that all those
interested in the library movement will take advantage of the offer and thug help the

Association to fulfil its objects.
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TOPICS FROM PERIODICALS

The Teacher on Holiday.

of. Sir Adams, coutinuing his series
of Ei‘gif(.ﬂ;”o'r{o;/rzlc }[‘ezw/mr : T//_p.cs_ wnd contacts,
tg in a vigorous plea for [acilities for travol
Tf)u‘gt; cimrsb' e says, ' Lruth to tell, tho mas-
tg; o?nholidzx:vs subtends a vory hig angle 1}11.t111’e
minds of teachers and of yhoso w];o »;uo t m? c-
ing of being teachers. It 1s DiU't‘OV b 1(? en}l(i ‘u-
ments of the profession. 10&0]101? wi tl)e
well advised, howover, to talfo groatb c:ml}?'m 10
attitude they adodt in gpoaking .of 11011( 'LQ\S m'
connection with their ]‘d'()f()&‘:ﬂlon‘. t is ])of))i
licy to claim, a8 8016 of us do. that we neet
{mn or holidays than others hecause our work'ls
n.;ofe gevers. The wise among us ‘c;m} re.m'dn‘\;
picture the contemptuous grin of the im%s‘e(t
businessman as he heavs our claim . . . In poin
of fact theve are symptoms of a mova quilt;? 1}1
the opposite direction from that the tet;w 10r's
would like or expect. Thore 13 a dlsmn(‘: II'II‘O‘V'e
inthe air in favour of longer school hom_ls. hig
does nof mean motre work .for !;he pupi s Ce
This new move is in the direchion of lr}czea-sm‘g
the schoo! hours so ag to give tlu‘) p‘flmls. m{ne
free time out of the school. ... The %dew is that
the same amount of toaching be cm‘r‘led Qn"as at
present, bub that, instead of the puplls tmkm.gl; zi,
certain amount of work home with them, t;l iis
individual work should be done by the [)llp‘l‘ 1}n
sohool, so that when the latier sghool bell 1;[1;,5‘
at, say, six o'clock, the pupils prek Fup' t 1;111‘
books, stuff them in t;h.eu' dqsks zm-d S\:&}t' 31_
home, free boys and girls, till llxexL motrning’s
school bell ealls them back to prison.

*The public will think little of how .tha
teacher feels in the matter . ... In ‘thls lltb]le
struggle let us, as in real warflare, glv? up 6 1(;
frontal atback on the callousnoss of pavonts :Lr}l(
the public, and see what can he done on the
fank...Leaving cursolves entirely Ol'lt of n,ccou_nt,
we can plead the cause of our pupils, knowing
that in so doing we are pleading our own. . .

* A tired teacher means a mis_}mndled pupil :
g0 doesg a narrow teacher, a socmlly aykwnrd
taacher, an untravelled teacher. Tneatn?g “the

il as a stalking horse we can geb an exce enb
pupﬁ ot the T. B. M. (Tired Business Man) by
il;(i)m his own critic_ism gf us. If it be trute, a?
1 tflimg,glf maintains in season and out o
o thab we are narrow In our VIews and
seasor, d('n our sympathies, itis clearly to our
rest{rlc’tq tlrest that we should have Qpportum-
D‘uplls lr']]enin“ our rango and gobting inbo bouch
blos of Wi e auter world, and of learning

from men in general and the T. B. M. in parti-
cular, . . . The teacher can overcome the limi-
tations inherent in the school room only by
easy access to the big busy world outside it.

* This is recognised in a practical way in the
nation that stands abt the very top of the class
of practicality. . . .. Ameriea has led the way
in ostablishing in universities, at any rate, that
glorious institution, the Sabbatical year—one
whole year in seven during which the jaded
mind of the instructor is allowed to recuperate.
1 had nearly written ‘lie fallow’ but my pro-
fessional dalmon was in time to whisper that
it would naver do to put matters in that way,
For the unleashed instructor is expected to
spend the year in such a way as to increase hig
fitness for his job. If the seventh year
Sabbatarian i3 really worn out, the best plan
may be to take a liberal rest and lie metaphori-
cally on his back. In some casesthe University
authorities make allowances for this sort of
thing, pevmit it but do nobt encourage it. The
regulation sometimes runs; a year with full
salary, if the instructor engages in research or
goos abroad ; half salary in other cases.

* With us who have not yet reiched the glory
of the Septennial Sabbath, our teachers are
keeunly alive to the advantages of using our
vacations for purposes of pleasant research of
a strietly extra-mural kind in human nature. .
. As anation we ave accused of insularity
and as a profession' we are said to be exaggerated-
ly insular. The charge hoth against nation and
profession is much less justifiable than it used
to be and the increased travelling of our masters
and mistresses to a large extent accounts for
the change.”” Sir John Adams then refufes
Roger Aeschams dictum against travelling and
quobes an American writer :

" Mamma will keep her boy at home, and guide
herself and teach him:

Lest bitter pain from Leathern thong or birch-
en twig should reach him.

And so mamma by thee alons let the dear boy
be guided :

He'll be so safe within thy home, and such a
fool outside it.”

*“ The modern view,” says Sir John, “is all in
favour of letting the young see as much of the
world as possible. Witness the enormous
development of the Wander tag in Germany
and the imporbant share it i3 taking in the new
Youth movement there. But the encourags.
mont of travel has spread o the teachers gl]
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ovor the world, thouzh r}aburu‘lly it Sh?w?‘,l}hio“
mosh markedly in A\mm'ljcm whero toachers have
wva had 2 roving tendenay. ' .
ah'v\k{’.\(fxgl‘xjt reslige ;‘:vznb h:a:ivi()a the pylmls; ‘p]r.l\'/‘szf
adventure travel, txllmt thia tr_'.:\,chms O:l. xu;n,ﬁ
vacabion mukes 1\~;~s.~11‘n1~,' Lhera s ‘nm;v ?":’)1‘;““11»
oxchango systonn by which tho b“'m",‘i}'s,, 0 f‘(mo
country tay oxohianga  with tt,‘zl..-\; 1“31"4 ‘1.()1‘11,
wnoﬁhef, Naburally b present thas s m(un'}
‘\d tweon counbries neing t}.xo gata languago.
b b Sy 3 groabor bebween
Bub the need for le(:]!ﬂl(:LH *,a‘ 13 1?13,:[;,:,‘» ot
¢ W vo  different  languaged. .
};Rt}:?\?fwtg:\c‘»:(;1\\é'séo way of ni.;’d;(-,rnut.?fmwml mnltx
fam oi)\-fot\s and ean ho renatly fittznlxxet(‘?)y* pat
riotic teachers with o co v"x.';p')l]ltzm{sm}‘.1tﬂ. 1
‘Put sill this system‘ of .OI\’C\IEL’I\I;,'O" laat )e‘cn
vastly move exterded Fhan it 1?'1\.:1;111501 ‘01 \?é
como in tho immediate [u'tmu, 10 bewe 110' :
& depend on thewsowves .to gain tha
e 16} ‘1]‘r1 culpure in corbain divections that
brenutl‘a»l JC"J.'[)‘ bring. The }':xdi_o and  the
oy W oand will do more, to
kinema have dono mueh aix i d
ic « rango, but when all 18 said tho only
WMOE (i}rlx‘r’:)t?tjn'ﬂ a penplo i to g0 and soe
;\};g“’o&,“l if poqgiﬂbln‘to m\x'ww\:lh tl\r?n(:(.l fzcl)
keenly does the profesaion '.'c.xhs()” x(—)ﬂ 0‘}‘01\;(}3
foreign travel that  among A \cm s t.
teachers are making col!«ljcbnl'o r%\;f‘?n?:nzles
i ( ¢l andg...This col-
o excufmfoz?:ibtif:(‘fe(\)szel%?mtﬂ)‘ﬁ:(o rosults are nob
I(;J::ittjo a:l v:du;ﬂ’)lo as those thab con‘)ott f:om[
independant tm\'cl...lnst‘ as in ~t‘h10x1 n;t (?j,-e(;,
books the feacher shorz‘h‘: 1‘(:&&7“1! 3 )1 .1“ iveo
tions that haye no specitic hearing on bis work,
30 i!hl travelling ha oughb to o tO]tL g‘re‘at‘.fn;éz‘my'
i)lacas that inborest him as J[»a{z.zc«z‘,?\te:c;]m‘ 18y
have no direct jinporbanes to h‘l‘m ‘ﬂb“rﬂw tg-m:hor
‘After a gead human }émhrln:\r, {0{\,” ‘ hov
comes hack bettor i‘.btod' for hlq le uegmhn
work, oven if ho hag ok \'131bcﬂ‘:'>z S‘];] (?)]‘IL\.Z\‘ n
or picture gallovry. lig i);xslx.::{‘,l’rk}\ o: u.h w,l i
of people, ll:m.cA\:‘x_xcrlem'cf. (!]‘HUV!.LI(:.J \\Jité‘ }”:s
gating, and drm!{cmg‘ and p;;u1111\{.111115“b’]it\’
takon a deep hath in tho greab puot ol vianity,
tnl thorelove is mowo b oo with imsel{ and
a X i : .
 werld than ho was before.
th%\{‘;glnlx(‘o getting more and mom‘L;S_edtct”ogglils
1dea of parents t:xkir};; 3ome persona‘ %1}0 1( @Wibh
tho schools and stulls thab are :c:onwé'r. ‘L e
their children. 16 13 \vmi‘:h whila no mr,‘ hat
i lage neaotives bebween sl and
good ;;nm;?'r)xox’ld tl‘;"ob:;'mn‘'cz‘t l"'ur tha oarly park of
D on  tho tenchors e still wearing
cossion, whoen the hﬂlujlvg,z 3 e r.‘ caring
2;12 Ssociuls unhurn thab inovitably llcslu’ltau{:lgglr
o happy holiday. Paronts cannob ' 1&}““ o
thoso icimumatmxcos‘,}scon‘xgt:h&?o l‘:\d‘\umiaag g)f
i : hors 18 adyantag
holiday foxy tho teacho

the pupils.

The Education of Parents.
By Mrs, A. 11, Reeve,

Oneof the most striking addresses given at the
Conference organised by the Iome and School
Council in London in June last was that by Mrs.
A1 Reeve, the Presudent of the International

Federotion of Home and School, (From the New
chronicle)

In the United States, thirty-five years ago,
the movemont for parontal cdueation -started
with the idea of inaugurating a contro for tho
information and guidance of the parents of tho
pre-school child. The demand for forinal or-
ganisation was met hy alitslo handful of people
who felt thab it might be possible to establish
in Washingbon a clearing-house for knowledge
and guidance of importance to parents and
teachers. The kindergartners were the first to
realisc what pavental ignorance was doing.
They were interested in pushing this move-
ment, and thero wero also some (ar-seeing edu-
cationists who had attemnpted to  meob the
parents of thoir cbildren. The advautage of
parent-teacher co-operation soon became ovi-
dent., Hitherto when the child entored tho
school doors a barrier had been set up which
the parent never thought of crossing.  When

pavent- teacher co-oporation bacame established,
this barrier was broken down.

Early Blunders,

At first & great many mistakos were made.
The pavents prepared to reform the teachers,
the school system, the schools, and they made
frightful blunders. But at the bottom the
mevement was sound.  Gradually tho parents
hegan to discover that they did not know so
much abouf parenthood as the teichers knew
whout teaching. The paronts had to meagure
themselves against professionals, and they dis.
covered they had a great deal to learn.

For about twenty-five years the movement
grow slowly. About eight yoars ago a new
pelicy was adopted, and from that time the
movement spread like wildfire. There are now
1,350 000 members. 1§ is essentially a national
movenient, i e, it starts from the top and works
downwards. This mebthod has succeeded ad-
rairably in the United States.

The National Qrganisation.

The National Organisation of Parents anc
Toeucherg starts with a national group. The
Swates are the branches of the national tree
Tho National body does not dictate the poliey
but it is the centre to which every State send
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its delegates. Kvery policy and plan is sub-
mitted to the delegates. In the States there
are 48 different systems of educabion, each
Qtabe having its own. Therefore it is impossi-
ble for the details of application to be settled
by the eantral body. These ave left to the local
hranches, but the main outline of policy 1s the
, same throughout.

The National Convention meots every yoar,
and the poliey is sebtled for the eoming yoar,
and round table conferences held on every sub-
ject of value to parents or teachers.

The State branches are independent solf-
governing organisations, governed by H}e rules
laid down hy the National Convention, but
which do not refer to details,

The Big Three.

“There are three poinks which all gur organi-
sations have to obsarve,” said Mrys, Roave:
“(1) We demand that thy organisabion as
a whole shall br non-sectarian. We are
concorned with methods, not with principles.
A love of children is the common ground
on which every one must unite. (2)
The organisations must be non-political.
They must not bo used for electioneoripg pur-
poges. (3) They must be non-commercial, By
that we mean that, say, a publishing company
must not be given an endorsement by one or-
ganisation and use that endorsement for selling
its books throughout the whole ecountry. With
these three requirements all our organisationg
must comply.

The County Unit

“The State organisations are again dividel
into counties. The county unit is the unit of
interost. 1t is the intensive loeal unit. Instsad
of holding only one conference a year, the
county has perhaps four. It is not a movement
of organisations, bub of individuals. It is im-
possible to make a child better or worse by an
organization alone. It is absolutely necessary
that the organisation shall be a channel through
which to roach the pavent or teacher who ig
dealing with that child, or the ecitizen who is
setting up a pattern of living for that child.
Now the members of the associations, not the
district organisations, belong to the National
Convention. Iivery year they are brought into
contact with each other through this agoney, and

overy parent and every fcaclior goos away deter-

mined to be a better parent and a better teacher
because of that contact,

3
The parent-teacher organisation i a move.
ment which encourages peoplo to do the thing
themselves. Tho experts inthe various branches
of child wellave—haoalth, veereation, psychology
and so on—dictuto the policy, bub it i3 earried
out by tho individual pavents and teachers, It
brings education in ragurd to ¢hild wolfare down
to the individual, We f{cel that this organ-
isation has an enormous power in that it can
modiate between the knowledge of the exports
and the ordinary verson on some thirty or more
subjects divectly allecting ¢hild welfare, Thoere
is no possibility of having two inimical views on
say health, or recreation. Ve have one sound
view, which sproads out through the country.
“Pre-sehool Assoeintions have been founded
iu tho samoe way. They are nob so thorough as

the study groups, which ave another side of tha

work, and are developed iuside bthe parent-
teacher associations.

The Common Love of Childhood

“The fact of democracy has heen one cf the
great features of the movemont. The movement
spread most rapidly in the State schools, hut
there are assceiabions in some of the 1)1"i\‘a.be
and the parochial schools. 1t is equally successful
inbhoth town and yural Adistricts. The common
love of childhood is there. Ij Presents o moans
of parvent education, of unifying the life of ‘the
child, and of establishing standards in the home
tho sehool and tho community  When we t;qlk,
over our problems we know that we czm;lot‘,
solve them. There remaing that third great
factor, the sehool of the sbreot, that often 1?ulli-
i"lea the best we ean do, su that only by combin-
ing togesher ean we change the éoxﬂplexion of
phe com unibty.  Woe find that we do not know
16 all. Wo are learning evory day. Thero must
he no friction between the thres factors if the
aro to‘ have any kind of a common standm'dy
There is no possihility of separating the faebors'
\V? must have some sort of an organisation bc;
h}'lng them togaihor, aud tiansform the comple-
xion of the life of children. Mental, moral and
physical education all have their place Abut ;v
emphasise the need for tho samg sta’hd.u.d Oef
educasion for all ehildven in the ho;ng ]
school, and the comminnity,” L oe
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NEWS AND NOTES

SOME NOTES ON

The Formation of a Local Parent-Teacher
Association,

Object

The object of u Parent-Toeacher Association i3
to give opporbunity for closer co operation hot-
ween parents and teachers, home and school.
The subjeets of discussion approachod from the
double view-point of tha teachor and the parent
include general child study, spacific proble:us of
¢hild development, the technique of education,
matbters of special interest in school and howe
lifse. The pre-school life of the child is clearly a
factor of great impovtance fromn both stand-
points. Many Hourishing ass ciations already
exist in connection with schools of various typos-
secondary, elemontary, infants, nursery, private
and others,

Method of Formation

The formation of a properly constituted
Parent-Teachor Association obviously implies
the sympathy of the IHead Master or [lead
Mistress. Experience shows, however, that
such Associations often arise out of inforinal
meetings hebween pavents and teachors called
once or twice a term. These meetings ave siten
social in character. Sometimes an address is
given by one of the teachers or parents on soine
educational subject of general interest., Any
keen parent who can interest other parents and
teachers, or any keen teacher who can iuterest
other teachers and parents may bo instrumental
in setting on foot these informal gatherings. A
Parent-Teacher Association, comprising parents
aod teachers of the whole schocl has been known
to originate from the very small informal
meatings of a few of the parents and teachers,
Interest soon devolops and spreads as soon as

any of the teachors and parents associated with
The informal
meetings may continue until the time scems
ripe for the formabion of a regular Association
Almost
always the informal method of heginuing has
The secrct of crowting
and maintaining interest is to Lave a full and
definite prograimne whenever the pavents and
teachers are called together, and to keop routine
The chance of an
attractivo lecturo, followed hy diseussion, is

a school begin tc meet together,
with officers and a definito programme.

proved mest  successlul

business to the mininum,

often valuable as a send-off,

Inaugural Meeting.

The inaugural moeoting of the Pavent-Teacher
Assoeintion should e callod by the Head Mastoer

or [lead Mistross or by auy teacher specially

doputod to do this work., An invitation should
ho Igsucd to all paronts and guardians of children
attending the school and to evory teacher.
Teachors and  parents from schools where
Associations aro already running or obhors
spocially intorested in this development, will
sometimes help by theiv attendance or by giving
an address in supporh of the formation of the
Association ab the inaugural meeting,
Membership

In some Assoclations a nominal annual sum
of 9/.or 1;-1s chiarged to cover expenses, Parents
of past scholars often like to come into member-
ship and in some keen Associations there are life-
memberships. In othor Associations thera is no
mombership {ee, bub  exponses are mot by eolle- -
etions, The cost of running a successful
Association necd not ho at all heavy. Where
oxpeuse 15 a difliculty it ean bo reducad to a
very modest sum. Meetings can be held some-
times at the school, scmoetimes at tho houses of
the parents. TInvitations to the meetings may be
taken home by the chiildren to save cost of postage.
Tor schools in very poor districts wheve it ig
not possible to ask for memborship fees nor to
take collections ab the moetings, funds can he
raised in varions ways.  In some Associations
oaly the simplest and homeliest subjects can be
treated. In all cases » veal effort should be
made to encourage freo discussion on the part of
the parents as well as the teachers.

Officers

The ofticers of the Associationshould bedivided
as equally as possible hetweon teachers and
parents to ensure a reoal co-oporation, They
usually include President (who may be a teacher
or a parent or scmo porson of local standing
connected with the gchool), chairman, secretary,
freasurer, execcutive commitbeo.

Frequency of Meetings

It 13 found satisfactory to hold meetings ab
least once a month, at any rvate during the
wintor torms.  [otovest i Linblo to lug tf they
are callod less froequontly,

Subjects of Discussion

Addrasses followed hy diseussion are givon by
parents, teachors or ontside speakors. Somo of
the subjocts discussad hy various Associations
include the following :—

N

, » Age; Importance of Inglish as a Subject in the
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the messago on bebalf of India. Dr. V., S. Ram
of the Lucknow University frepresented India
both on the Resolutions committee and the sub-
committes. e took a very active part in

Should Newspapers be Read by Children ?;
Montessori Method; Dillicult Questions of
Children and How to Answer them; Examin-
ations; Backward Children; Children’s Hobbies;
Careers for Girls; Obedience; The Cinema; Home- framing and moving the resolution on illiteracy
Work; New Movements in Education; Children’s and other kindred subjects of special interest to
Libraries; The Dalton Plan; The School Leaving India and was olected the secretary of two
importaunt section viz, (1) on College and Uni-
versities and (2) on Adult Education. The
conlerence agreed to let Benares invite the
Asiatic section to meet there during X'mas
1930 and also to consider the possibility of the
world conference meceting in India. The con-
ference also promised to consider favourably the
question of increasing the representation of the
All-India Teacher's Federation on the Director-
ate of the world Federation of Education
Associabions.

School Curriculum; Homse Reading; Discipline;
Recreation; School Athletics; Sex Bdueation; The
adolescent; The Present Scholarship System;
Central Schools; Domestic Science as a Career;
Hand- work, Children's Diet; Co edneation.

Social Events

Some Associations arrange conecerts, whist
drives and other social gatherings and visits to
places of public, historic and literary interest.
These social events provide an opportunity for
parents and teachers to meet in g friendly wayv
in social converse.

Study Groups

Study Groups may arise oubt of the general
parent-teacher mestings composed of twenty to
thirty parents and teachers (or parents only)
who wish to study intensively some special
aspect of child psychology, e. g., infancy, the
pre-school child, adolescenco, sex education,
discipline, mental hygiene These groups whose
work is additional to that ol the general Parent-
Teacher Association meet under the guidance of
a leader with some knowledge of psychology-
teacher, parent or other persou—at frequent
regular intervals, weekly, if possible. The pro-
vision of courses on Child Study in the B. B. C.
educational programme affords a basis for the
organisation of listeners’ groups concerning trict Board, has arranged for a Refresher cause
which the Adult Education Section of the B.B.C. for the Teachers in the secondary schools of
will be glad to give information, A number of _ Malabar. Messers P. V. Seshu Aiyar and N.
different Study Groups may arise out of bhe Subramania Iyer are delivering lectures on the
same Parent Teacher Association and keen teaching of mathematics and Gecgraphy respec-
pacents with children of different ages may tively. The officer is arranging also for an edu-
attend more than one of these Groups as well cational exhibition. One need hardly point out

as the general meetings of the Parent-Teacher the need for such Refresher courses to teachers
Association itself. ) ) in our High Schools, and as such the Malabar

Further advice and help on specific points  Digtrict Board deserves to be congratulated for
st'zc.h a8 the difficulty of covering expenses, Pro- losing no time in organising the course. It will
vision of speakers, etc. can be obtained from ‘= be a matter of great advantage if every district

The Secretary, The Home and School Council, Bgard arranges for similar courses for the bene-
11 Tavistock Square, London, W. C. 1. fit of teachers not only in their employ, but also

. . . . in alded schools in their area, The S. I. T. U.
Indian Delegates at the Third Biennial . ctime ago considered the question of ovrganis-

ggﬁiﬁ?g;eAgﬁoz};:ﬁ;;ﬂd Federation of ing such a course'at different centres and vesolved

bk : . to seek Government help. For varicus reasons,

The Indian delegation impressed the Geneva not the least of which is financial, nothing has

Confer?nce very ft'woura,bly. Prof. Karve of the so far been done. It will therofore bo verd

women’s University Poona, the senior most useful if district Boards can arrange for such

delegate, acted as the chairman and delivered courses in their areas, - -
A

Sir C. V. Raman

Readers will Le glad to Iearn of the award of
the Masttenk Gold Medal for 1928 to Sir
C. V. Raman, The medal i3 awarded hy the
Italian Society of Secience, Rome. Founded in
1868, from tho legacy lelt by Carlo Mattencei, a
famous Italian Physicist of the 19th century,
the medal is to be awarded to the scientist who
makes the most important discovery in Physics
during a year. Sir C.V. Raman is the first
Asiatie Scieuntist, to he honoured with the award.
All Asia, will feel proud of the great Seientist for
his vindication of the honour and the learning
of the Asiatics. Wae offer our most sincere con-
gratulations to Sir C. V., Ramaun.

——

The Malabar District Board

The special Hducational ofticer, Malabar Dis-

¢
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OUR ASSO

A faronce of the Ramnad DlSh}‘wth?q;i?:gz
. con‘ held on Saturday the 235 ins ;[_‘}é
@nnld VE{‘L'?M Yehool ITall, in K;erku«h.l i ]f
- th(') ln‘f the school as well ag the ha Og
prov ey O ve gaily decorated. Tho session W[?l
meet’im%v&&?m nby the President of hh'e‘ (11311 ,
g;(zm&o qovvenkdt;wmnu. Ayvar, J\gt:ﬁ,(lgél.in u?,:(i
s fror a iations a g
gatos fror [?tllevsl?ou?t:g;;?llé)e included teachprs
strengﬁt}iz ?ocnl schools as well as some leading
[&Zglarabhars interested in education. Gt
At the request of the I')resident. of h}\la]‘e,x ;1;1‘,
Mr. T. B. Krishnaswami Mudaliar, (] ’)er‘led
ey 4 Educational Officer of Ramnad, o) ol
e 1cf -ence at 12 noon. In doing 80 h
the'cotfl 3! n able and inspiring addlzess, in
delgvelle :dvised gelf-help and co operabion both
which ltsah;mselves and with the depm}whment,
e ageated various methods_ of improv-
_He alsots?mz;ers’ econsmic and social condition.
P theié‘ss over, a group pheto was taken of
ghol‘%)d(léeo and the assembled delegates and
we D. 15 O.

yisitors.

i » began at 2 P.M., when the
The?eisllgﬁ;\f:e?s;ere gdalivered, these being
follo_vgl?laover, ab the insbance of the PresIS}dentf, \
prasg-f?erenb chairmen :(—1. The Teac 111(1}Lg)ol
by l- ny'’, by Mr. S. N. Sankara Ayyar al-
lG‘éofﬁapﬁr I Minakshisu%lsm% Iwg?d%;?
atur), . . X o o o A
(SiV“‘c’?‘;g&Qﬂp‘%ﬁ;Eﬁ"‘,2'by Mr. . Mabadeva
monar}i%attur) Mr. A. M. S. Raghavan (Pal-
Ayy:lj; . Sidinf:; 3. "“What the Guild can do
13‘tmh plﬁleme;tmy Teachers’’, by Mr. P. é
bo t.% anya Ayyar (Tiru_pzmtur),‘ Mr G.
b‘ubla. m Ayyar (Deovakottai) presuimg‘; and
5un'd'%‘l -M;]dom'in Edueation”.' by Mr. R. b_ubra.h.
& ,;gyym (Sirukudalpattd), Mr. Y. Srinivasa
K);;];r (Ramnad) presiding.

jon of the loctures, the con-
f fM’ thzclcj%?ﬁ‘l::d for lunch, and re-assembled
erence for the consideration o_f resolutloqs,
ab 4 P'M."deﬂt of the Guild occupying the chair,
the Prelsltions wore moved and adopted. Two
12 reso 111 manded better constitutions for 1:,he
of b}lem (Oe Board, D& Secondary Iducabion
5. S'dh Db Educa|biona,1 Councils, and the Text
Beards, }iftee 0 ag to provide an_npler repre-
Book Qomfr(:r ’t,em;hel'& Ore resolutiion request.
sentfﬁ.loﬂl Jont immediately to seb up Arbitra-
ed (;ove)nmﬂd to settle differences betwegn
tion {;ozt“mg managers, fmd. another wa,si in
te:ngholsf ;-Liqin{; tho contributions to th9 Pro-
favour (j)i' \d by teachers and by tho Govern-
,vndo;xt, ‘Am;@oiution was unanimously adopted
manb.

CIATIONS.

defining the minimum dress for a IIlqdu
teacher adopting Indian costume a3 one consist-
ing of (1) a dhoti, (2) a jubbaand (3) an angavas-
tram, One resolution exhorted the teaqhers to
teach the non-language subjects in Tamil, and
another requested them to attend the conferenge
of The All Tndia Federation of Tea,chers' in
large numbers and to help it. Two resolublong
were passed requesting Govornment to accor
larger library grants to schools employmg
spacial librarians. An important resolutn_on was
one condemning the action of the Ur}lversmy
and of the S.S. 1., C. Board in stiffening and
over-burdening the S.8.1,.C. Course. a
After the resolutions were considered an
adopteds the DPresident spoke a few vs{ordg,
exhorting concentrated and persistent action 11‘1
a few directions within tho ecourse of the year.
Then the session closed with votes of t;ha,n}is to
the President, lecturers, and the Kuralkqddl
Teachers’ Association, which invited the Guil
to Karaikudi, organised its recoption, &Ul
played as hosts to the assembled delegates anc
visitors. The conference closed with a dinnet
also given by the same Association to the ﬂuestsb
of the day. The services rendered throughou

the day by the School Seouts were very useful
and much appreciated.

Tinnevelley District Teacher’s Guild.

A meeting of the above gaild will be
held early in November.

—————

A Memorial
To

- THE Vick CHANCELLOR,
The University of Madras,
MADRAS.
Sir,

We, the undersigned Headmastars of thte'
High Schools of the Kurnool District beg d(?
state tnat we are surprised to see that, a°°°rd_
ing to the new rules and directions for the &
mission of holders of Secondary School Leaving
certificates to University courses of st“dlY(;
candidates are expected to secure at the Publl
Examination, 40 marks in Fnglish, and 35
marks in the second language in addition 0 b
per cent. in Elementary Mathematics and eg,{ct
of the two C Group subjects. The reason 1°
this sudden raising of minima in English a.nl
second language. is puzaling to us. So far ?1
we in the Ceded Districts are concernod, !

spells disaster to the secondary educatbion 1
goneral, :
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master the English language, that
is tl?c)lrv?:(iltye' :;)says and narratives in, correct and
idiomatic English is a herculean task to !;he
Indian school boy ; it has been equally taxing
to the teacher, who, however, has been stoically
gubmitting to the unpleasant ord.eal. The
Headmaster, therefore, cons-ndered. 1'15 a gr?&tv
boon, when five years ago, the mmxmumt 21
English was brought glown from 40 per cen ,bho
35 per cent. Lven with such a }'eductnon,b 8
High schools in the Ceded Dlstncts thiYe Eeeri
faring comparatively badly in the Public Exa
ml’i‘lﬁglggising of the standard.in- the second
language, which is in this District, Tell‘lgu
works also in the sameﬂmanner Itl;o isdtl‘,icac;;ngg
ion. The reaso
:f:ﬁ?iiigys:;iﬁgagy the examiners t:ls) thle\zlt ft;fhg?g
and written in the o
'(I‘}?x!:frz, :vl;glljetr;]e result thaﬁ our boys fail 'ver‘y
often to' satisfy the expe_ctablons of the examiners
istant examinetrs.
ang‘lfg%ﬁssilt?tis a wonder to us why no reie;-
ence has i)een made at all in the rulefibo sese
Moderation Board, to deal Vzlt}h the ha?'b caind.
Probably the University hag .‘ma.'de up 11 S-mbut
to apply the rules st'ernly and r_)gorglllls 3;1;1011“
it has evidently failed to realise &the

of hardship, and the consequent widespread
discontent that will be created by adopting
such unsympathetic measures,

The undersigned must confess that they fail
to seo how the raising of the standard in the
languages alone is going to .raise the standard
of attainment necessary for entrance into the
University. Real educational erminence would
demand a raising of the standard all round :
lopsidedness and exaggeration of the value of
languages, and literary studies hag got a very
baneful, effect. in our humble opinion, in the
pursuit ef knowledge in the High Schools ; and
hence we hereby reccrd our protest against the
new rules and directions promulgated by the
Madras University ; and we hope the Univer-
sity will be pleased to see its way to restore the
old rules that were in force before, so ag to
allay the fearsaroused in tl.e minds of those
who are actually labouring in the field of
Secondary Education and intimately know itg
difficulties,

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servants,
The Headmasters of High
Schools in the Kurnool District,
(True copy)

S. - T-U- PROTECTION FUND.

(List of Members—continued.)

Name. Designation, Placa,
Reg. No. \s. D. Cheliish Asst. Xian College Madras,
334~ Mr. % M. Cheriyen Lect. Xian College Do.
335 . K ) Iver Math Asst. U. C. High School Madura,
3.‘)?5 ; ’;] fj;iﬁxa:hari Agst. Hindu High School Triplicane.
238 ,,,, K. Ramaswamy Sastry Do. . Do.
‘ B. Ramachandra Rao  Asst.  Prof. of Philosophy
389 Pachaippa’s College. Madras,
12th Assistant, Municipal High
340 ,, N. Sankara Rau School. Kurnool.
341 ,, Y. Raghavacharlu Senior Telugu Pandit, Munici. Do.

pal High School.

342 Modavaram Brabma Sanskrit  Pandit, Municinal Do.
" Sastri. High Sehool
343 Elawarthy. S. Subbanna Physical Instructor, Municipal Do.
S charlu, High School.
S. M.
15th October 1920. M. RAO.

Secretary,
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FROMOUR READERS

Special Teaching Grant.

Tor the past several years (rovernment hag
heen kindly sanctioning one lakh of rupaes for
distribubion as special toaching grant to private
aided-secondary schools oarmarked {or division
among trained, qualifiel and  covbificated
teachers. The only psrgon in a school who doos
nob geb it is the writer or the clevk as ho is now
tormed. If thore are untrained foachers who do
not get it they have at lsast the hops of sharing
in it afker training, but a writer hus no chance
of getting it at all as ho is nob 1 tewcher. [u the
earlior years of the award of this grant even
writers wore pald the grant hub of late the
department is very stricb in sesing to it thab all
their conditions of distribution are adhered to
and if anything is done contrary to their direc-
tions the grant ig either cub off or totally with-
drawn nexb year.

Now this Special Tsaching Grant has become
more or less a rocurring featuro It was intro-
duead by the fivst ministry after reforms as the
result of parsisbant representation by al|
teachers’ organizations, that the salaries of
mastors in aided secondary schools espacially
was wholly inadequate to their bare neads an(d
compated very unfavourably with that of their
compeers in Governmané servics.  (avern-
meut introducsl this grant a3 a temporary
moasure of ralisf and thouzh nob said 6o bg
ves wring i still  being conbinual  panding

simaaent vemadies. Tnereare many anamolieg
in the rules and the conditions making a schop]
oligible for recaiving it~ For instance ons condj.
tion for gatbing the grant is that the school shoylg
contribute an equal amount, This is clearly nog
possible in the case of a large nuwmber of ingti.
tutions which are working under deficit while
mnagements that are paying teachers compara.
tivoly higher salary contribute something ang
the teachers thereof are thus doubly benefited,

\ly chisf objeet in writing about the grant ig
to draw the attention of the authorities to ong
disability which can be easily seb right. Ag I
sailat the outset the grant is intended to sup-
plement the slender salaries of teachers. The
one man that does not geb it in a sehooal which
recoives it is tho writer. Why should ha alone
he loft out 7 True he is nota teacher hat hig
salary is often very low. It isbare justice that
he should also be allowed to participate in the
bonafits of the grant,

r understand that the clotks of tho private
aided secondary schools of the Tanjore Districs
are sending a memovrial to the Director of Public

OrI'nstruc.biog through the District Bducational
ficor pointing oub this hardship to them and
pra.ytling for thoir inclusion in the bonofits of the
r . i
?ii:tt:'i‘ctsrrhe clerks of private schools of other
?_ulld? also might halp them by passing resolu-
loIrLs in favour of paying them the grant,
i3 hoped that the present Dire
[ bor w
?ympa.thy 18 undoubted, will vigw t({u(an n\:z:;izz‘:
du:v?x{mbly- O_nly. last year when in cortain
disiricts the District Educrtional Officors ob-
]aci't;e‘d fo teachgrs getbing above a certain
zz}\.lealg};::l%e tl}?;z. ];)19 f)r 80 though triined sharing
she grant, -L. L. was graciousl] leased to
1sl>ue an urgent proceeding ¢, they eg'ecb that
a ltt:,ramed teaghors_ should ghara the grant just
in 1;1116 bef.ore 163 distribution, A similar order
;r%lfesto?es;?;i(ll tnowl 50 the effect that for pur-
al teaching o) :
be treated as toacherg. § Brant clorks also may
V. 8. RAO,

SHIYALL Dated: 305h Augast, 192).

—
————

Commercial Students.

m':)hl}dK Br"‘h‘n"'q““y, Govarnmant Diplo-
order in Commorce, Magulipytam, 14th
September, 1920 writas. ' '
u As por the revissd rogul
niversity, tho Intormediate jn i
: Ark3 course i3
tomnposod of bhres parts, viz, Part I, English
ngff Ht; Second Lmng.ua.ge, and Part [IT, Ypacial
erouns. A Pﬁ”’ I is again divided into thres
A tlp v 8y and C. Group A consists of
Hf}a 1ematics and Seienc subjocty ; Group B,
isbories and langunges ; and Gr{;up C. com-
;nercm% a,nq technical subjects like Accoun-
ot paaing s Toonomics, lastrioal and
achs ngineer i :
Stl(pl)lla,ted that g ring, efe, It is furbher
1) " A candidate whg v
. wisheg to proceed to &
a]ieglree in Ar!;s shall_ be requirad to Ichoose two
¢ east of his special subjects under Part III
rom either Grc‘)‘up A or Group B only
ce:ﬁ:‘éﬁt (g) a eandidate wo wishes to pro-
fires 0 Degres Txamination in any of the
have tf{ee groups of that exwmination shall
axen In the Intermediate fhak gubject

which formg ¢ : : .
selected for the kllSS‘AH.l’fLm subleot fa the grou?

anzoczf\xl?g ?roum IV, V and VI are concorned
is eligib! (ta“e Who sutisfies the firgh condition
Siderat-,ioe oft?mke thgm irrespective of any con®
Intar 5’ of tho subjects he had chosen in 6he
mediate.  Thus, a student who selecte

abions of tha Andhra

also ight follow thig lead. District

for example Mathematics, Physics a.ndCbezpisbry
or Ancient History, Language. Logic in the
Intermediate is eligible to proceed to the B.A.
degres Hxaminatioa in any of the Grqups IV,
V or VI, which are composed of Philosophy,
History (Main) and Economics (Main) respsc-
tively. But astudent who chooses Bunking
and Economics, Accountancy, and Commercial
Geography in the Intermediate i, by rule (1)
quoted above, not eligible to proceed to fi}.lB.B.é.X.
degree Iixamination at all. I wonder if it is
thereby suggested that a studsnt of Binking
and [Meonomics and other edmmarcial suhjacts
is not a3 much qulifiad to taks up Groups [V,
Vani VI in B A, a3 o1e who sbtudied Mbhe-
masics Saience or Histories in the Inber-

mediate,

It is very uanfo tuaabe tha.b‘frorn the very
baginning, up-to-dute, commarcial educition 1n
this prasidency hal recaived step-mcbl_lerly
treatment at the hands of the ed ucsbional
autlorities. We are aware how the commer-
cial students of the S.8. L. G.‘Cgurse ware,
until very recently, refused admission to thg
university courses of sbudy. Whean, a.(ter muc
hesitation and maditation, it was3 published last
year that commereial subjests will be opaned in
the Intermediate aourse of this University and
that the commercial students of the : L. C.
Courso will also be granted eligibility, it was
expactad that good days had dawned on ocom-
mercial elucation. [t was furthqt exp.ecte.d
that either the B. Com , degres will be insti-
tuted soon after the frst batch of commer-
cial students of bhe Intermediate class have
finished their course, or, thati a separate Group
of commarcial subjects will be opened in the
B. A clags., No gesture to thab offact is forth-
coming from the University, though more
than a year has elapsed since then, and itis
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but natural that the said students should b
nervousdof their future prospacts, °
Nobody expacted that a ban ne
students once lifted by this Uu?vz:ar:i?;[;?:riﬁl
S.8. L C. Examination will onag again be
lowered by the same boly at the Inberamedis,t:
Examination. I cannot pearsuade myself to
believe that the guardians of education in thj
presidency intend to derive pleasure by anno ?
ing the commercial stu lents at every step le,e
University might have realised that so long as
eligibility was nobt granted o comme?cia,l
studeats in the 5. 8. L. C Courge, useful and
important subjects like Bosk-kesping and Coml
Geography were very nnpopular and that thes;
are now abbracting good many students of the
Secondary School eousre, Of all the Colleges in
this University area it is only the ﬁindu
College, Masulipatam, and the Andhra, Christian
College, Gunbur, that have ventured to open-
commercial classes in the Universiby eourse. T
believe that the Principals of the said Collages
will agree with me when I state that the Com.
mereial Group is not consaquently, ag popular
ag is expected. If only the aforesaid reshricbion’
is removed and the said subjects are opaned in
the B. A, class, they are sure to be ag popular
a9 the rest, il not more.
If for want of finances and other cauges tha
University is unable to announce that B Com
degres will be instituted or that coma.nercia.i
group will be opened next year, that is no sound
reason for the victimisation of eommercial gty-
dents. What cannot be cared must be endured
both by the University and the students Hence
it is 6ima for an announcement to be made b
the Uaniversiby authorities that com'mercia.sl’
studensbs of the [ntermediate are alsg eligible to
procded o the B. A., degres Examination in
Groups IV, V, and VI and that the rules will
be amended to that effect.

REVIEWS

FinsT STRrs IN ZooLoGY—By Mr. Bonavis
Bonnell M.4., Madras Christian College, Madras.

Mr. Bonnell's book is the first of its kind in

adras. It is meant to be a text-book for the
High Schools. An interesting feature of the
book is that the vast majority of types treated
in itare found in South ;India. The popular,
technical, and Tamil names of the animals are
given in g large number of cases, and one can
g6t a lot of useful information aboub the
? ertohrates of the Madras Presidency from the

boak. One wishes, however, that there were
more of anatomical diagrams and algo that
there was something more about the Inverte-
brates than is ab present inincluded.

A High School Papil can read thig i
interest and the Teacher can uge it gv?t?ll: ?lgz
and it will also form a useful addition topag]
one's Library who is interested in the anin 3{.
of South India (Price Rs 1—8—0) mals

J. P T

——————
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_ A PRIMER oF HiNDUISM.—By D. 8. Sarma,
M. A., (Published by messrs Macmillan & Co.
pp. 184 and XIV, (Price Re. 1.)

The wearer knows where the shoe pinches.
MTeachers know the difficulties that lie in the
way of giving pupils, a sound religious education
The silent but potent influences of school at-
mosphere, and tone and the personality of the
teacher enable the pupil to imbibe the religious
gpirit more easily than Formal instruction can
hope to achieve. But Formal instruction can-
not be ignored on that account. On the otlier
hand such instruction, if it is nob wooder. but
imparted with knowledge and faith, is bound to
gtimulats the spiritual unfoldment of the pupil.
Here again there is a handicap. The average
toacher wants for his guidance a book that com-
prises within reasonable compass the essentials
of the Hindu Faith. Barringthe Sanatana Dhar-
ma Text Books of the Central Hindu College,
there ave very few books that have attempted
the task. The Sanatana series, while admirable
in themselves, issued as they were more than a
quarter of a century ago, need revision to meet
the environmental conditions of the stulent
world of 1929, Professor Sarma by succesfully
attompting this task in his Primer of Hiaduism,
has done a distinet service to the cause of reli-
gions Instruction in schools. The author says
in his preface that he has taken paing to see
that he has committed no errors of facts and
that he has in no way departed from the teach-
ings of the authoritative scripbures. His aim is
to provide a common platform for all clagses and
sects and to doal with religion in close connec-
tion with life and conduct. A careful study of
the book discloses the author's wide and deep
erudition, his reverence for the past and his
tolarant outlook. He hsas laid comparatively
little stress on the cerimonial aspect of Hin-
duism and there will be general agreement with
his view that ceremonials areof value only in so
far as they subserve moral growth. But for
gome genaral observatious on our Dharmasastras
and social and political institutions on page 9,
the authour has omitted the discussing the thor-
ny issue of * Varna ' or Caste. Doubtless there
are weighty reasons of a prachical nature for its
exclusion. DBut the system founded by the
Rishis of old, which found its echo in Plato’s
republic and whose underlying prineiples have
been endorsed by two modern thinkersas Comte
and Ruskin, at least deserved a $heoretical ex-

position in a book on Hinduism, albeit, a
primer.

In the first chapter, the authour explains the
patue of the difference between the Snuti, the
primary authority for our religion and the

secondary scriptures which compri it
the Ithihasas, the Puranas, the AZafx?;;]:n%uBT;?
sinas. But the Gita stands as authoritive ag
tha Sruti. To quote the author, “There is a
well-known verse which compares the Upani-
shads to cows, t}le Gita to milk, Krishna to a
(g;)wherd and Ar‘]una, to a calf.” He points out on
19 etpphag;xs lﬂ:ld on individual spiritual experi-
etr%ce in Hinduism and hence the 'wide scope it
affords for varieties of Religious Experience.

Toleration therefore is i
oo pon o a fundamental trait of

The author gives in the gec i
aﬁRd the fourth Chapters, under E}?j’ht;};?is bhé;)g
Alrst Ascent, the Second Ascent and the 'i‘hird

scent & clear and lucid expansiong of the thr
E:‘ths ]Erxa.rmda_, Bt}mkti and Gnana, which ml:l(:

o tread in the courge is spiri ilgri
mage to the Hom;e of hig 1\?;1?61:. Spﬂtutai)lepllf?“t-:
?Eii(: k()isirsgigfi?'mmg hig Dharma according to {:]is
: 10n, man aequi i
virbues of purity, self 11;1[:‘;:0]17}183:&2}&]1‘(1111&1
Truth and Non-violencs He t,h'en becomment'
tghmrmammu and begins his second ascentes Ia

8 seconfi stage he flees to God for rob 't' y
Ebrows hIlmi?H o'n his Mercy and obEa.ingc i({)?s'
srace.  In tho third, stage he | i i
God, and attaing by self-realisat?«s)f I\E)llr:;ie” 1In
would appsar from what hiag been said o d :
bhese heads (Pages 71 and 107), that the sut.n o
ara to. be taken in order. But the :Ees
Exe)&kesllzrc)lezg, towards the closs of thaauboc?l:

age 145), thab they have baen mad
only for purposes of ingtruction KTt

. . . * S lr
llffcal{}s‘one It 13 made up of the three elpemlggz‘;
of karma, bhakti and gnana, that vary in their

proporbions aceording to
the striving soul.” ; the Somparamont of

A few observabions on i .
some views whi
slm)ut:hor hag propounded in the courselcot; 2Ee
ook, may not be out of place here. He make:

a distinction (page 66) between the law of cens *

gation in the physical world, th

in .hhe moral world and law eoia‘ivox?ef Igmt{;]});a'
spiritual world. To some extent thig dif;n °
tiation may be useful in so far ag it o
?ender the meaning and significance of the mz;,{y
ing of _bheg,e laws, precise, but there ig n vgor !
law reigning in the spiritual worlq as we?l 1;.1:(%

is it not befiter therefore to bring all the thres -

under the comprehensive Law of Karmg ?

Though the author quoteg i
?f the cow of Dharma, whichthoenfeura\;:a.lfk:;?:
t%uf. legs and lz'xter'on one leg only, which shows
at retrogression in Dharma ig al'wnys a i
ble contingency, the author talks of the hti)o?fl-
morality of the future, There may be concievib(la;

& golden age in the future, as the ro-
puted golden age in the past.

But tha analogy of progress in the scientific
world does not hold good in the moral world,
If the modern educated manwere to be de-
prived of those favourable conditions which
society has afforded him and the moral anato-
mist were to dissect him, he may not be able to
find much of that commodity called morality.
Some times * Reformation comes in a flood "and
* whips ths offending Adam ' out of us. Bub
very olten the ‘offending Adam’ gets stronger.

One word on the infusion of history into t}he
province of Religion. Tt the history of a nafion
can be interpreted and explained in terms of
the Eternal Verities, that would be the ideal
way of teaching History. Bub if History in-
trudes into the sphere of Religion and draws
the line between mythology and fact, it is
bound to do harm though its facts may be right.
The suthor mentions in many places through
out the book, Sri Krishna, Sri Rama and
Bhisma but as they .are probably legendery
figures, thoy do not find a place in the list of
great men, which is printed at the end of the
books though Buddha who i3 mentioned by the
atthor as an Avatara, finds a place there. If
ag the author states (page 15), ' Hinduism
deals with ideal truth and not with historical
truth,” why on earth should a higborical appen-
dix appear at the end of & book on religion?
Fancy a religious book on Christianity, that
denijes the historicity of Christ! These in.
clusions and exclusions may be historically
true, but as they are bound o upset young
minds in their formative years, history muss
not be allowed to intrude too much in the pro-

vince of religion.

The foregoing obscrvations have bean offered
in the friendliest spirit and with greab defer-
ence to the distinguished author. In _the
short compass of about 150 pages, he has given
us an indication of the wealth of the ethical,
devotional and philosophical ideas that have
sprung out of Hindunism, their varieﬁy a.nd_ range,
depth and vigour. The style is discursive, but
sustaing the interest and rivets the attention of
the reader throughout. FPithy pbservatxons
are found in many places, condensinga whole
argument in a sentence or two. The dadica-
tion to his decoased talented daughter an'd the
circumstances attending ib a8 discloged in the
preface touch one's heart-strings. He must seel
his congolation in the sabisfaction that his excel-
lent manual will benefib hundreds of young
men. Teachers will warmly wglcorpe t;hls1 book
&nd it can be recommended to pupils of Formsg
Vand VI. A bibliography of books consulbed

365

will greatly add to the value of the book
which, we hopo, will be made good in the
next edibion.

C. V. SUBRAMANIA M.

ELEMENTARY GEOMETRY b
. 4 y C. Durr
G. Bell & Soas. Price Rs. 2, urrell.

Mr. Durrell’s book is based on :
dabigns made in the report of IOQt;?slssz(;?imﬁlen;
special committee of the I. A. A. M., and cogse-
quently‘ is an improvement. Recent papers in
the S. S. L C. Examination have revealed that
the examiners are keen on testing if the pupils
have a grasp of the fundamental concepts of
Gegmebry. From this aspect of the knowledge
which a ’pUDll is  expected to possess
Mr. Durrell’s attewpt in his book deserves
warm praise. The earlier portion of the~ book
deals with the meaning of the fundamental
concepts and the construction of a broad
axiomabic ba:sis upon which the deductive
devei)opme-nb 18 made to rest. Thus logical and
. . .
szgi(;ﬁgldo,bwa‘l considerations have been fully

The examples and riders given in th :ar
very many of them original, interesiill)l(g)kaagg
fully informative and are refroshing toa degree
The new 8. 8, L.-C. Syllabus is very bweli ‘
covered by this book which cannot be praised
too much and which is sure to becomo the most -
popular book in the field, o

V. R.

[S—

THE LABORATORY MANUAL oF R
H'IS'_]ZORY for the use of Schools by K., Sbfx?:vsai
Kini, B. A. L. T. Head Master Board High
School, Kasaragode S. K. Price.Ag. 10 8

We congratulate Mr, Kini
- on the .
i‘:;%rkdhe has gone;DHlS is a pionesr a.b!?:l;?éel;g
roduein nee X
Schools, g the Dalton tplan’ in our boys

Tl;e book has been divided i
Section I contains extracty fro
for collateral reading.

nto .fo‘ur sechiong,
m original sourceg -

In the

‘ ) secon ion

problems and exercises are set on extgcbs:cftlon
rom

source books with a view i

pupils’ reasoning powers and tsgtiigvtelig?-mft t.he
xpenfis. Sample assignments of thr e
(]unlor_, Intermediate and Senior) t'oree srados
follow_m,the third section. Stuélies i soih,
books is the fourth which like ho preyio o %"
aimg ab individual work, brovious one
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14 is due to the author to say that he has tak-
en ubmost pains to select passages for collateral
reading. They serve, as the author intends them
to, as model selections for the study of students.
Specialists, who bave carefully gone through
the book refer, elsewhere, in laudatory terms, to
the excellence of his work.

from the shackles of the mefhod that may be
deseribed as ‘Talk,” and ‘Dictation of notes,” will
surely welcome Mr. Kini's work which is a
splendid guide to the Dalton plan of teaching
History. We wish the author every success in
his attempts and commend the book for wide

use in schools.
History masters, who by now should be

attempting to free themselves and their pupils G, 8.

o
e

N B0 ¢ .
= Union Letter.
The XXI Provincial Educational Conference will be held under the aus-
pices of the 5.1.T.U. ou the 20th December 1929 in Madras. It is expected that

at this Conference efforts will be mnade to so re.organise the S.I1.T.U., as to make it

slrong and influential. A committee was appointed some time back to suggest

suitable amendments to the existing Rules of the S. I. T. U. These Rules were
published in the Aug. No. of the §,I.T.U. and suggestions were invited from mem-
bers. Only a few suggestions have been recaived so far. Guilds, Associations
and members are requested to make suggestions, if they have any, in time to
enable the sub-committee to place definite proposals before the Conference.

This year’s Conference will belof special importance as, closely following
it, the 5th Conference of the All India Federation of Teachers’ Associations will
be held. The S.I. T. U. has undertaken a very heavy responsibility and the

co-operation of all its members is earnestly solicited to enable the Reception Com_

mittee to conduct the Conference in a way worthy of South India. It is hoped
that every teacher will join the Reception Committee and also attend the session

in large numbers.
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