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nBJ‘ECTS'

"To present to woxﬁeh their responsibilities as daughters of India.
To secure fot every girl and boy the right of Education through
schemes of Compulsory Primary Education, mcludmg the teaching of
rchgxon
To secure the abolition of child- marrmgc and to raise the Age
i Consent for married girls to sixteen.
To secure for Women the, vote for Municipal and- Legis
Councile on the same terms Ws it'is or may be granted 1o men.
To secure for Women the right to be .élc:ctcd as mesmbers on all
Muuicipal 'md Lurm ative Councils. :
To help Women to realise that the future of India lies Ia:geiy in
their hands : for as wives and motkis thiesv hvesuthe task of training
guiding and forming the chaacter of the future rulers of India.
To band Waen into groups for the purpose of seli-development -
and edwauon, and for the definite service of others.
’ .

MEMBERSHIP

Women who agres and will co-operate with the Objects and
Organization of the Association may hecome members.  Groups of women
having the same aims can be afiliated to the Women'’s Indian Association.
Mv\,mb(rs are asked, hut nct obliged, to pay a subscription of twelve annas
-a year to the Headquarters of the Association.

focal Branches are self-governing and make their own arrangements,

GRGANIZATEQN

_ 'The Association, which has a central urunn.,-"'t:m at m Wl
He.;d(]u'n_'tcn,' Paastheon Gardens, Remore, Madros, was started  on
May 8 1917, and Las grown and increased s hadxi” ever since. H now
Yiam 72 Bl"anCht,a. 23 Centres and over 4,000 members )

Branches are formed in every place where ]m ssible, with a local
Serretary to arrange the work o suit local conditions and report to
Hendguarters, T ’
.
"The political policy of the Association is to work for Reforms

- through the L e"i*htne Counncils. - ‘

The aims and.ideals and work of dle Association are on a religious
hu‘ non-sectarian basis. Y
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THE FIRoT WOMAN MINISTER

e s ]

When Miss Margared Bordfield
o Went o receive her seal of Office as
Miaister- for {.abor and when inter-
viewed denied that the prospect excited
her. * After ferty years of blazing the
trail one ceases to get excited, 1 an.
honoured to think that | am the first
woman member of the Cabinet and am
pleased at the opportunity to get night
down -fo t}m problem that  always

interested me ~
.

N['UU'H‘(,t Bondfield is
A motable example of
‘those who “achieve great-
ness.””  Borndn a cottage
at -Chard . Somerset, in
1873, at the age of thirteen
"she began to teach ina
Beard School. A few
years later she became
an assistant in an out-
fitter shop. in  DBrighton.
During the eleven years
she" ﬂcncd behind the

4 The Hon'ble Miss Margaret Bondfield. counter in London and
the Provinees—“working about seventy-six hours a week for the wage
of somewhere round about<£20 a year''—she heeame so impressed by
the evils of the “living-in”’ system—to proeure a bath once a week

necessitated running after elosing time at top speed for three-quarters

of a mile to reach the publie haths hefore they shut—that she deter-
mined to fight it with every ounce of her strength. At the age of
fwenty-one she became an active ienther of the Shop Assistants’ Union.
Her agitation against Jong honrg and sweating -wag vewarded by the
p;xssing ol the Shop Tours Act and the Trade Boards Ael. She s
1:(;\1*‘ chief woman pfficer of the Nalional Union of General Municipal
Workers,

ITer long association with the {rade union movement at home
and abroad has* furnished her with o wealth of knowledge, which will
prove invaluable to her ag Minister of La huur Her intimacy with
the needs of the workers—resulting from her own experiences as
well as from her wide study of social conditions—made lier an asset

the first Lahour Government, in which she held ofiice as Patlia-
meniary Seevelary to the Ministry of T.abounr. '

”



Tir 1923, Miss Bondfield was clees the first woman chalrma
of the General Couneil of {the Trade hion Congress, the highest elact.

ive office it the trades nnion movement.,  Fhe ;»:vmssnm'n of the hniler.
ma l‘:a{rs " strike which oecarred that vear was largely due to her influence.

After three attempts, she seegred o sear in Parliament in 1922

ag Labour Member for Northampton. Her victory in ousting an ex-
Cahinet Minister from his own stronghald was hailed with delizit sot
only by supporters ol the Lahour Pa‘u‘i‘}‘- but b

‘who admired her wit and effeetiviness,  Deleated at the General Ilee-
fion, Miss Bondheld was veturned tor Wallsend in 1926 with 1 majo
vity of 9,027. _ | :

Miss BDondfield is a well-known personality in the world ol in-
ternational labour. She was appointed technical advisér to the In-
ternatlmml Conference at Washington in 1919; (lele«"ato“;('o the Inter-
national Labor Conference at Geneva in 1921; member of the Dritish
delegation to Russia in 1920; and in 1924 the first fully-¢ aceredited
woman delegate to the lntematmnal Labour Conference at Geneva.
She shas also represnted British women as delegate to the French
F mlmatmn Generale du Travail and at the Anmerican Federation of
Labor. 4

On the public platform, Miss Bondfield never Taily to awaken
enthosiasm.  Social injustice arouses her indignativn, but her emo-
tional zeal is always tempered by shrewd regard for political conxi-
derations.—7The Vole, ‘

T

by political opponents.
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'% Jaunding of the Alliance in 1004, then a growp of eight countries, 1{070 a. g
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MRS CORBETT ASHBY'S PRESIDENTIAL I\DDRESS »":3 :
« . AT THE BERLIN CONGRESS _ T

[

" WOMEN, TEACE AND HUMANITY,

\ . B

-~ i * Crrizensmir. -

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY.

Historians of the future, in deajing with the opening quarier of the
¢ and success of the weman's muove-
) nent as o of profeund social and’ political tmportance.  They will rank
it with the rise of democracy, of nationalism and internationalism, those
o spiritual cowitter parts of the wrarecllons” material inventions sohich mould
> modern civilisation. ’,

( The Allivjece wbhich las called this («mjcrcm represeits the peli-
I,

\

s g - . : : . : ’
(- TNTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF WOMEN YOR SUFFRAGE aND Louan

twenticth contury, will record the ris

3

5 tical side of that ntovemenipbud the political is so integral @ part of the
N zohole that you will forgive me ip 1 s[*va/ of it as one and indivisible..
L Persecution, cericature, and. ridicule have failed to crush ws, thouglt we
> have suffered as deeply frmu the a[)uf/u of wamen as from the hostility

of men. Outwardly, we celebrate to-day the teenty-fifth jubilee of t/u

powerful organiscd tnternational body of waemen: from forty countries i . g
Voall continents. 1w our ’warls, we celebrate a-greaicr tf'iltlll[’ll the gqain of
Y spiritual freedom for half thie hwman race, wlhich, hitherto, has lzamf‘cr‘ d
its oten advance with elmost hlumnlzubh stupidity, . :

In carlier times, even '“c/u,z arent won freedom, they grudged it o
wonen, and where men /zat'r beeny politically and saciglly oppressed, they
i have maintained their sclf-c /unz by conte mflnim// tive deeper degradation
of women.,  Sex prejudice isiso strony that it'is almaost un/msc,ble for any
man or woman to look coolly and dispessionately at the wontan's move-
ment. We liere can m’rtmul\' not pretend to 1;11/:0711(1/zt\' suice we are,
infensely proud fo be in the service of the wean’s mozement and 1o act as
its standard hearers throughout the world. .

Onr watéhwword is Freedom to Serve. We have always been alloto-
ed to serve, bue have wo! beoniaccorded the vight to give uf onr best, Howr
ridiculous to compare in valuy the unwilling toll of serf ot sluve and the
proud self- -dedication of the Zolunteer and the freeman!  [How diypocriti-
cal to condemn the powder on a weman's face and laud the gunporwder
that mozes dotest her sons! |

i

Yet how timidly havel men and wonen Become convineed that *
omcH, too, can only give of luir best when they are Spirituaily and ecos _)
namically free? i ot many, countrics to-day ‘do Siate and Cliurlh and
our new mester, the Press, pompously interfere with women’s skirts aid
sleecves, while sweated women toil for a pmanu i factorics, and the babies
uf half-starved, dnmatuare mothers die in ot shons Iike flies.  Let us, )
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v St
ganisation to~<day dewainls cxceplicdul ;wr.a'n,zml quaittics of feaders /'1/* iui-
tiatiow, and Dutgmeit, Can wee dave any longer to woaste capucily - and
Teadership by depriving eny man or woman of the self velivice erd 50if-
discipline bred &x freedom and responsibilily?

Watcle this Congress, test us by results. We do wot ask fdr com- -
pliments or indwlgeyices. We are willing to be. judged by the result of our

efforts. We stand for a lower death-rate of yowng and old, better educa- ‘)

GF TTGHGH, i} COURDICY e
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tion, improved conditions of labour, the protection of the family, the real .
standard of morals raised, and o double standard no longer openly tolerated.

Men cleim that they waork by logic, women by instinct.  We chal-
lengeboth statenents.  For woenten. to trust 1o instiict rather then train- )
ing i the world of to-day, vven i the jield of motherheod, is to court
disaster. W are the legical sex, since wwe apply the simple formule frrm'
cach according to khis ability. Ecoromic cqualily is dccessury betli Job dr-
dependrnt.qoork and wise chotce e omarrioge. Moral cquality is the oy
protectivn from social ils. T

]
Look at the illogical character of the (,w_,fjfnsilinn;i Tt oue coun(i ')
wonteyt are nol coen allowed 1o study phifosophy, vel in ciliors tiey act as.
judges  and  evervichere  as  educators. They  may  study  foreig
longuages,  dut not  the wisdem Lo exchange i those languages. :)
Ja the dnterests of merality and  the home, narricd  wweenen a9
not work late at  wight, and  youny boys leaving  school take '}
their place. I one group marricd wonen may freely choose their work,
hut uot sater elsewdere thev may vole, bui are excluded on warriage cves :)
[rom actig us doctors to mfuul welfure clinics.  Lvervwhere women niay s
heal and, comfort the stricken in mind and body, vet in half the world )
they are powerless to wote for special measures which seould lessen the
necd for this help. )
Fick up any book labelled “Grear Women™. It will sing the mistresses
of kings, not the wamen who fought oid fight sidvery, immorality, or )
discase - not the women administrators and judges, waomcn concerned i
]’wmn reform, wwomen in scienlific vesearch, women at the head of col- ')
leges and hospitals or business firis.
[ C Good warke is dull to those whe watel; so cxciting (o those abserh- ')
(: cd i it Lot us replace " Wine, Woeman and Sony™ Uy "Women, Peace wird- .
{ [Tuiory”,
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To Qur Sisters in India and all Members of the Mahﬂa bamms
under the Saroj Nalini Dutt Memeorial Association:

Ve, of the Women’s lnternation al lLeagne and other under-
signed Societies, desire o convey by Mr. Guru Saday Datt, our cordial
greetings and good wishes to our sisters, the Women of India. Be-
Heving in universal brotherhood and sisterhood without distinetion
ol race, ereed, sox, cnste, or color, we are desirous of promoting in
every way pos‘smlg friendly understanding and sympathy between the

Women of Kngland and those of India. We wish to assure vou that

our sympathies are with you, and that you may count on our sineere
[riendship and good-will, for it is not our desire that there should be
inequeldity and misunderstanding, which breeds hatred, warfare and
strite. It is woman’s sacred duty as Mother, Life-giver and Preser-
ver of the human race to take every opportunity to hring nearer the
realization of the ideal of universal hrotherhood and s \'(')I“)r)()} 50
that the happinoss tnd the, Peace of the Nationg shall be assure
Having ourselves sutlsred )m]e isonment and oppos_ioz in every form
in ony @fforts to free ours elves [ram the bondage and
fusfom, i Yoy aspiiations and veur sfrivings Cwe are oue
with rou, and we helisve the {ime h;!:« RO eOnRe o assume our
rizhtinl posifion and oy our fuil pa 2t oof the destiny
ol the Hues, and ﬂm st ¢ ‘]mywn whicl zot « sy India, but thee

whiole waorld 1s passiig jght that }n‘r‘(fs:::,wb the dawn of &
-mh!«,-e and hetler era, o vou, the | ’mmm of Tudie, we thevefore ex-
tend our'hands n wann greeting, and expiess the | wpe that helween
s there may ever subsist a sivong m‘i\ ol eordial rriendship, and that
you sy achieve cotaplete and speedy suecess in the efferts you are
NOW &0 'vm'ne-st!y making for vour emancipation and theveby enable
vour great conutry to realise the glovious destiny which, we helieve,
awails her in the near future.
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e Woman of Indie, being the life of Saroj Nakni, by G. . Dutt,

"1.C¢.5.,with a Forevord by Dr. Rabindranath Tagove, will be reviewed in the

August issue of Stri Dharma.]
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STRI-DITARMA

Age of Consent Committee’s Report. -

We tnderstand that the Age of Consent Lommittee has heen
unanimous in its recommendations that the age of legal misrriage
shonld he raised to 14 vears, that the Age of Consent within marrines
should be 15 years and outside marviage 18 vears. This ix real wlad
tidings for us, that the Committes which has travelled from nevth
to south and east to west taking the opinion from the most modery
to the most orthodox -have ecome to the above conclugion. Our
Asgociation fx not goiug to he satisfied until the mavriage age of pirls
i ratsed to 16, T is right to expeet that when {his question is vriged
in_the Assembly that theve will be no hesitation on the part of a
suifile member in passing a bill making the age for marriage and of
conseut as recommended by the -Committee, T
“Blue Pilgrims . : :

We learn of a fine bit of social worl undertaken by some people
in Wales who are planning to transform an ugly refuse pit into a
sarden where tived mothers may rest and children may play in beauti-
tul surroundings. Those who ave willing to enrol th(}msehf.cs as the

" Blue Pilgrims’ have to give one day’s labour free every week. The

KX

work has already begnn and has changed the appesrance of the lmge
hlack, agly pit that had existed before. These pilgrims hope vven-
tually to convert all suel refuse-dumps into similar oasig of heaunty.

Surely this gres us another ‘idea for work which might be
undertaken by voung or old. ,Nearly cvery home in India sees

‘around it earelessly thrown banana leaves or banana skins or other

fruit sking besides other waste matter.. Leave alone the clearing up

of a common rubbish beap. If we could clear up the surroundings -

round our own-home, surely we can turn India into a beautiful and a
clean healthy place to live in. - The common waste heaps can be clear-
ed up as our Blae Pilgtims are doing in Wales to-day. We all rea-
lize the necessity of beaunty and cleanliness and 'we certainly agree
that although nature lavishes 40 much beauty all around us, we human
heings seem to croate ngliness wherever we go. '

)

LY

Indian Girl’s Success at Cambridge. , . S
We are glad to note that Miss 8. Paranjpye, daughter of Wrang-

der Paranipye, member of the Tudia Council, has won the distinetion

of being the only suceessful woman in the Cambridge Mathematieal

Tripos, Part 1L, Junior Optime.” We look forward to Miss Paranjpye’s -

return to fodia and to her joining the band of the social.reformers
who are anxious to give to Indian Woys and girls the freedym which
education and travel !‘IHS given in their own case,

378 o
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
w \ ,
Free Education for Girls in Madras. .

There has been the Flementary Jidueation Committee of the
Government of Madras sitting at Qotacamund, which has gone into the
whole question of Ilementary education. We are very pleased to
learn that they have decided that all poor girls should be exempted
fees up to the Tth standard. We also agree with its view that too
mueh money ig wasted in prize' distribution and that it should he
utilized to morg profitable ends. |
A Weman’s Page. - -~ )

We are pleased™to see that the Hitmeada, the Nagpur paper has
opened a page in every issue to the women’s question and we feel
sure that this will bring more rapidly hefore the public the various
needs of women that exist in India. Tt is edited by Mrs. C. P. Salve
B.a., and we are sure that any suggestions or artieles on the problem
will be welcomed by the Editor as a help to exchange of ideas.

Round Pess Committee. : .

Tt has for some time been realised in F'rance that an immense
amount of national energy is being wasted through round pegs. being
pnt into sqguare holes. A body of doctors, professors, writers aud
sociologists shas now bheen formed {o check this wastage of human
material, . ' . A

A child’s parents cannot always easily decide which profession is
best suited 4o him, for the enthusiasms and intevests of extreme youth
are often short.lived. Specialistz can, however, discover with a fair
degren of accuracy the wall of life for which a child is hest fitted.
Many men who sheuld have heen engificers Lave heen trained as doc-
tors, and others who might have heen brililant dostors or lawyers
have heen trained as enzineers,

T order to ohviate LLis, as far as possible, the body of savants
alvendy mentioned hag avrangzed for Tree consultations to ke ziven
fvery Satnrday alternaon at the Wational Education Offier. The _»:fhild_—
ren presenheed' at thess ernsultations  will be examined by doetors,
psvehologists, and professors, who will thea advise their pavents as
to the line of specialised education which should be followed. Child-
ven who during these examinations show exceptional promise will be
helped hy free scholarships to secure the training which they need.
'The money required for such expert advice will he well spent if it
‘oets the right men into the right places. .

" Tt will be many vears before even the idea of such a Commit-
tee will pe welcomed by Indian parents. But it "v.:ould . he
v great deal if parents would consult at least their child-

379
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ren  before they thrust professions upon them. “My father
was a lawyer, T am a lawver, so vou must he a lawyer,”
is the general attitnde. ““My grandmother was married as a
¢hild, ¥ was married as a child. so von, myv da ughter, maust he marricd
cas a child”! We might give a chanee to the younger geperation by
not binding them to anv profession or vodation including, marriage
at an age when they hardly understand what it means. We should give
them edueation, broaden their views, make them healthy, consult with
them, find ont their inelinations and guide them towards fryving o
find out the best expression they ean give to life.

Gur International Representative,

Mrs. M. . Cousins has had a most suscessful {onr in America.

She returns to Tndia by the end of this vear via Japan to onec more
take up the urgent and important.work she was doing before she went
away. She spoke at many of the hranches of the Women’s Interna-
tional League for Peace and Freedom. Everywhere she was listened

to with great interest. At Detroit the following resolution was pass- -

ed: “That we ask Mrs. Consins to convev to the women of Tndia our
sincere good wishes in their efforts for freedom and peace and extend
to them our eongratulations in the progress which they are steadily
making toward gaining these ends.”” A similar resolution was passed
-at Philadelphia: “That we send our greetings {o the women of Tndia
and assure them of our sympathy in their aspirations for freedom
and self-government.”” ..
Dur Vice-President, :

Mrs. Jinarajadasa has been speaking at various meetings in
England.  She and Mrs. B. Rama Rau attended the British Common-
wealth League Conference in I_f:mul_(m‘.' Mrs, Jinarajadasa brought up
g resolution regarding vice regulation and the Devadasi Bill which was
passed and which was as follpws 1~ - :

This Conlerence of the British Commonwealth Leaguce eongra-
tulates the Women of Tndia] and especially the Deputy speaker of the
Madras Legislative Couneil, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi, ou passing a
bill dealing with seenring thr rights of Devadasis to their lands with.
out the demand for temple serviee and for their work to get the
custom of the dedication of girle to the temple aholished.

The following regolutions were also passed at the Conference:

This Conference heartily congratulates the women of Ceylon on
their foresight in asking for foll franchise for women in Cevlon,
~aud offers them the warm support and sympathy of FEnfranchised -
Women untted with them through the British Commonwealth Teague,
380 : ‘
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©in flurepe are glad to vole {he reform work now undertaken by Hindu
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

This Conference recognises that n heavy responsibility r?sts
npon both Tmoerial and Loeal Governments for the care m}d' \A\'el‘i. arg
of races of less forward development govr.:m‘r,xd under the British I*‘lag.
While reeognising the excellent woyk dalne in the past by thesz«j. Gov-
ernments, the Conference desires espgvm]iy to affirm the pzn‘tmﬁ}m‘
respongihility that is ineurred in relation fo the women ?f sueh race-s,.
and their right both to education &X.ld tn pljepzfl‘at‘mn for the fuﬂt—ar
citizen life in proportion to their ability. This Conference asiset:ts Lhﬁ
willingness of women of the move forward races to ’Egke their qu
shave of responsibility under the Gnverfments, and desires that m aﬁ
matiiers of policy relating (o women nf s.:u(t‘h_ roces, women adv isers,
and women members of committees or conmmizsions shall 'bP. appoint-
ed, and that efforts shall he made where poss&bl.e to }‘wrve the Ineeds of
the women of sach races examined by wornen w1t}1 a view to the deve-
lopment of policy suited to their special diffienlties.

N : ’

Message to Indian Women. . _ )
By Purincrss ALESANDRINE CANTACUZENE. o
Vied"President of the International Council of Women, President
of the National Council of Rowmanian Women. ;

India! Land of mystery, of meditation, of smrltuahty: }3}1(1 O‘t
talas and legends! Tew nations Stil" us I‘.’:lﬁl‘(»p.(%{llls more, or mfere;
us more, for the Hindu hag a peculiar r,hsp_osxtlon’nmdg uyp flgf;?ea
trasts, of nobility, of gentieness, but s::n‘:‘;utxiz.';zes also o ‘ ur'x‘e.ri}p\.a ed
exaberances, The Tlindu charaeter 18 entsr,mg_m‘_:d m.1 ﬂ'}%g r;:lzni t.{t{}:_. id
the shindug personslity of a Maha{nm.(}:J}ixd}}x_:.a’ag in :m_e Jrn({;li;a
thonght ¢f & Krishunmuartl, In other n;unnes’rat'm:;s, {xoix‘fv 2 aﬁ =Jm';m
ent in kind, it proves the need for mors methodical work on the pe

o . e et encinl evils. We
of Indian womon in order to suve 1ndia from grievons soeial evils

.
+

- . gttt o o tet anlidarits
whimen, 1 is an encouraeing ~videnaee of the spirit of social solidar 3 f‘!
- e V . ' o . i i 4 2N O LT EELRY ¥
trx is n splendid attempt lo preserve hunfan

of Tndian women, The : iy
dignity and sefe-gaard . the moral and physical health of the (II?L"L‘"“
3 Al N - fal . 4 i L n ‘ ﬂ:’
generations, =0 ag in enable them to endow cvery sphere of .uml i
i 1% oy ~a e
life With the beanty and perfume of a flower and give definite value

to human endeavour, to supply adaquate talent and intelligende, and-

thus enrich their common heritage. .
We creet with admiration the work undertaken by our Indian
AN » -

- gisters, and Roumania, which stands at the gates of the Orient, in

touch with the two great civilisations of the East and the West, h.as.a

sarticular feeling of sympathy- with the Tndian Nation which is in

z'mﬁvire‘%pects g0 close spiritually to our own. . ‘ :
< ) A 2 ‘
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In the ‘name of the Women of Roumanja T send our cordial
greetings to our sisters in India—(7The Tndian).

An Interview with Mrs. Naida. :

“Lam tired, fatigued, over-worked, happy and delighted’ ’—-the s
were the first words of greeting which were uttered by India’s fore-
“most  poetess, politician, leader—Mrs.  Sarojini Naidu—when T
saw her on her return from a six months”tour from the United States.

President of the Indian National Congress, the leader oz Indian
Womanhood, Mrs. Naidu went to America: six months ago on 2 trium-
phdm feeture tour. Over 250 leety tares, 100 radio talks, 100 lunches,

75 dinners, scores of alternoon tea '[JH\\. dehatex hefore ‘}‘uhti(‘%l bodies,
besides hundreds of nferviews, nublie and pm’ﬂtv all these wers
,paclmd in her busy six months,

Sarojini, the Lotus Flower, her name, is typical of her vivid
personality, glorious, seintillatjng, charming, vivacious, and there is
no doubt that she has charmed the New Weorld as she does the Old.
Her eyes were sparkling as,she turned to me and spoke dreamily ahout
the bigness of America. She said: ““There—in ‘that vast country
I saw the romance and the adventure of q)emlmg Riches one ean
acquire, hut to spand them afterwards in a wise, generous way—ah!

there lies the great romance of the New World! No nation has pro- .

vided, ﬂlrmwhmlt the history of the world, a greater, nobler e\amplo
of such extraordinary, f‘mt%’ne, almost quixotic’ generosity, as is
shown by Ameriea of to- day. :

T did not find the Americans mercen arv. They were all intent
on geeking something hevond. this materialism. T have met all classes
of Americans—maynts, governors, scnators, politicians, philogopher=
and the whole time T felt that instead of thinking ab8nt money- mukmn‘
they were after a vision—a glorious something which lies above and
beyond this world of matter. This vas my first impression as well

s the fast, They all seemed as theugh they ween dominated by
romething which even they had not yet realised, _

“Amerien 18 the only woedern parallel 1o India, with its vast
dislances, itz diversitids of races, relizions and traditions, all heing
harmoniously co-ordinated to a enmmon national feeling.,  That is the
greal seeref of Ameriea, that vital thing which claims all natinnali-
ties, all ereeds, all peoples and wakes them feel within a short jeriad
of time that they are Americans,

“There are many things I found in Ameriea, many prohlems
which are erving out for solution, But my code of mtenmtmna] gooi
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manners natumlly prevented me from officially remembering them,
which are, after all, the purely domestic concern of America. 1 had
gone, however, to America as an Ambassador for 'India’s goodwill,.
, and -taking that as the gift from my beloved Motherland, I have re-’
turncd bun"mg baeck hunderd-fold America’s goodwill in the innumer-
able impressions which T have received of the adnnrable things of Ame-
rica, by which India also will be benefited.

. ““Probibition scemed to have benefited the American working-
classypeople. There is no doubt that it has been a great hoon to the
poor people.  They are able to save move and spend it on useful neces:

- sities of lite, which otherwise they would have had to ga without.

“Coundries of the O1d World are trammelled with innumerable
inhahitations, intellectual, spiritual and social, but this New World is a

and of opporiunity, and in the fulness of time, when it has really eo- .

ordinated all its own {orces and transmuted them into concrete symbols
of its own ideals, it will hpeaﬂ\ the word- of hope and illumination to
the whole world.”’ o ' - )

Mrs. Sarojini \dldu is now resting in ]ungland for a little while
until she goes to B¥rlin torttend the Women's [ntorndtlonal Congress
after which she will come back,to India to car ry on her work:

Mrs. Naidu gave the'last poem of her new hook on the day ot her
arrival from Ameriea, and the book will be out early this summer.

\

Aims and Aspirations of Indian Women.

A reception was'held by the British Commonw ealth League in

f.ondon on/ Wednesday, May 15th, to welcome Mrs. Dhanavanti Rana
Rau, the well-known Tndian feminist. Many prominent women, includ-
ing Mrs. bm ojini Naldu, were present.

\Il.s Rama Ran spoke on “The Aims and A spn'a'rmhs of Indian-
Women.”” She had been very much encouraged by the warm ‘hospita-

*lity slie had veceived from many English women on ecoming for they first

time to the West.

The work of the women’s movement in lndia could be sub-
divided into three hranches: Political, social and educational.  The
political part of the work had not developed very quickly, although
Indian women had got the vote with mueh less trouble than Kinglish
women had to obtain it. There was great need for educating the elec-

torate, and the various women’s mgamkdtunm were, doing much us (*ful _

work in this direction. ' T,
When Mr. Safda’s Child- Marvinge Bill was before the Legisla:
tive Assembly, the women’s organisatious obt: F&ned enthusiastic support
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for it throughout the country: They tried hard to get the Vieeroy's
Couneil to nominate a woman to the Assembly to take part in the dis-
eussions, but the suggestion was turned down, T was a very bitter
disappointment that th(‘ Bill was nof passed, and they felt that they
could not rely at all upon the Legislatares. The Bill was shelved on
the ground that it ought not to be proceeded with until the Committee
on the Age of Consent Bill had reported, although in the terms of
reference of this Committee it was definitely stated that it had nothing
to do with Mr. Sarda’s Bill. % ’ -

7 On the social side ol the work a great deal '\tyas being dene of
which Government cireles knew nothing.  The Arya Samaj, the Brahipo
Samaj, the Neva Samitis and Mahila Samitis, and thq Women’s Indian
Association Rranches were doing splendid work and great progress
had been made.  Large guantities of literature had been puhh.almd in
many parts ol India in the different vernaculars.

The edues anal part of the work had veceived a great impetus
from the Women's ducational Conferences, which were heing held
annually in different parts of lndia, The first, which was held at
Poona in 1927 under tHe presidency of H. 1. The Maharani ot Baroda,
was en epoch-making event.  Women eame tfrom all parts of India, and
“al the geeond Conference there was an attendance of four or five thous-
and delegates,  The resolutions passed aronsed great enthusiasm, even
amoung those women who were considered illiterate.  They were now
devoting themselves to social reform ax well as edueational work, and
for this vear were concentrating cspecially upon the abolition of the
purdah (on which they had deeided (o appeal to the Govérnment) and
the question of Hindu wowen’s right of inheritance.
They felt that h‘}:i*‘h(ion was neeessary to assist social reforn.
AL a large meeting in sapport of the Child-M arriage Bill, held wndee
‘the presidency of Lady_ Birdwood, the wife of the Commander-in-
Chief, they were & mpnwd to see that a Buropean lady doctor stood up
to opposc the Bill, saying that she thought a girl of fourteen was quite

fif to be a nmﬂm, and that legislation should not be pressed until all’

{he wornen in the villages were eonvineed that the reform was needed.
This was very disappointing, ax they wanted Tegislation te help ‘t.hmn'
in the social veform work, and they wanted the sympathy and heip-of
the women ol all nations.

Mrs, Bama Ran cruphbasized the faet that Indian women did not -

want erities.  “We know,”’ she said. ‘““that social evils exist in all coun-
{ries, but destructive criticism does not ho]r; it only creates enemies.

384

o>

NOTES 'AND COMMENTS

Qur culture and civilisation are different from yours. We want You,
when you eome to India, to get to know something of our culture and of
the traditions in which we are brow*ht up. Everythmg that you find
in the Indian home has an ideal behmd it. It is very difficult to keep
all the great ideals in this matetialistic age, and perhaps some must
inevitably be put aside, but all the beauty and the idealism which were:
impressed upon us while we were ¢hildren should not be lost. We
want your friendship and your understanding.’’—(The Indian)

Mrs. Dhanavanti Rama Rau, das Chairman -of the Indian dele-
gation at the Berlin Congress, brought forward the rasolution that the ,
lcgal marriage of girls in India should be ralsed te 16 vears. This .
resolution was of ‘course passed. She has had" a wonduiul rpceptlon
in England. She writes that she -has addressed twelve meetings in
ngland before leaving for Berlin. - .
Social “’orls Among Scavenbers, |

“Under the dn‘ectlon of the Gujarat An( aja Sewa ’\Lmdal, an

© Antyaja Ashram is being conducted at Navsati tor the last six years.

“"The outside world even in Gu, jarat hardly knows that a small band of
young Gujaratis, most of them graduates of the “@andhi Univer<
sity”” (Gujarat Vidyapith) and hailing fram higher castes have been
unostentatiously. carrying on the welfare work. ~'Besides the Ashram,
they have extended the sphere of their -activity bv opening a Bhangi
school for the last three years wherein all the muru,clpal servants and
{heir .childreji—the scavengers—receivé. education.™ But the ambition
of the conductors of the said Ashram knows no bounds, and they have
now added a,special sewing class for the Bhangi women and girls for
the last eight months and the special feature that attracts attention is
that they lmvc been able to secure the active ¢g-operation of two gra-
duate sisters for this work, one a Parsee and another a high Cldas ,
Deceani. «These ladies of refinemeut and culture readily shouldered
the respousibility of conducting the class and teaching the Bhangi
girls  and women -the art -of  cutting - and sewing -without
feeling the least hesitation to mix with them. They - will
thus bc able to contribute a little to the family budgel or at least
tfree it from the burden of the sewing duu%x for their ‘garments.
Miss Tehemina Narviman, B.A., and Miss Anamhbal Pathak, B.A., will
have the blessings of, these poor women for what they have been doing
for them out oi a sheer sense of service. These two ladies by their
persistent labouy and efforts have also nurtured in these women a habit
for cleanliness; and those who had the fortune to he eye-witnesses of
these operations being carried on, tubbed their eyes for a moment to
be sure if the women they saw before them were really of the seavenger
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class.  The workers have been alzo uble to interest some of the promi-
nent eitizens of the town like Mr. Dinshaw Daboo, Dr. Jivanji and Mr.
Jazoohhai Kapadia and they evinee a keen interest by lending support
monetarily and otherwise. That is the key to these people’s success.
These Bhangi women and girls of whom to-day 8 adult women and 1%
girls are taking the advantage ol this welfare class have learnt the
alphabet and the fine art of music. AMr. Parikshita, the energetic Seere-
tavy, Mr. Kandheria and his other co-workers deserve the gratitude of
all well-wishers of Hindu Society for their praiseworthy waork,
Vidvedaya. )

AMrs, Paal Appasamy, Seeretary, wishes the tollowing to be given
a place in this Magazine. We do so with pleasuve as all Kdacational
Institulious deserve support: ‘

Vidyodaya, a new type-of Residential School for girls, which
was originally commenced as an experiment in 1924 in Pallavavam, was
transferred to Muadras City 2 years later. It was slarted with new
ideals, and may be said to have fully justified the hopes of those who
were responsible for its irdtiation. [t undoubtedly fills a definite exist-
ing need, and is meeting with inereased acceptance from the general
pablie. Tt started with 2 boarders in February 1924, It has now 26
residential pupils and 58 day pupile.

We have avrived at a eritieal stage in the history of the nove-

ment for wowen'’s eplift in India.  Hts peonie are evervwhere awaken- .

ing to the importance of furnishing women with cdueational opportuni-
tiey similor to those which have been enjoyed for generations by men.

The first and Foremost aim of the vew school is to arrange for
individua] attention beivg paid to each pupil.  When girls are herded
tocether in large classes, a certain average of improvement wmay he
expected iu cach ppil, but it sepreely ever hfl'}‘?}')(,‘!i?% ﬂl:'it the tmdur
wots a chanee of studyving the mind of each pupil, developing her indivi-
dunlity, and bringing out the hest that is in her. . :

1t is one of the ideas undelving the scheme that no girl can be
cousidered properly educated till she- Jearns to read, think and study
for herself, We have aimed at giving a mueh, higher_standard. of
Fnglish education than is provided in other schools, sn that the girls
may learn by themselves at an carly age the subjeets in which they feel
intorested ont of Fuelish hooks und keep up the sawme interest in after-
Jives. An attempt is also made to formn in them habits of enquiry, of
research and individal study, instead of merely spoon-feeding pupils
with a eeriain number of [lacts which are forgotten after examina-
tions are over. :

" Top Row :

Bottom Row

The Duchess of Atholl (Conservative)
Lady Astor (Conservative)
Lady Iveagh (Conservative).

Miss Ellen Wilkinson (Labor) .
Miss Margaret Bondfield (Labor), Minister for Labor

Miss Susan Lawrence (Labor), Parligmentary Secretary to
the Health Department. :



New Women Members of Parliament.

Top How: Wlise Megan Lloyd George {Lileral)
‘ Mrs, Mary Flamifion (Labor)

Dr. Fihel Bentbem {Laber),

LAY

Bottery Row 1 Mise E. Picten Turberviil (Labor)
). Marion FPhillips {Lahor)

Miss Jenny Lee.

Lady Cynthia Masley and Miss Eleanor F. Rathbone. I. P, the remaining

of Parliament whose photograpbs we are unable 16 reprint.

Reproduced by kind u»rmh-mn Tom New Lrdia,

two mevabers
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o . .
We make a speciality of physical education. A complaint one

constantly henrs against the type of schooling that is given to girls is

that the courses are so grinding and =o little attention is paid to plivsi-
cal training, that the girls instead of benefiting by their tin 1e at school,
oftent sufler in after life owing to weakened nhvmq ne. - We find it
undonbtedly diffiealt to conquer the age-long prejodice of our people

. . . N . . . NS
. agaivst girvls taking exercises in the open air or in publie, but 2 definite

atterpt has heen made in the school.io provide systematic exereigses of
different kinds, meant to develop agility and endurance and build up the
hody as a whole. The teachers join the girle in their games, both
for the purpose of Jeeping up their interest in them, and also in order
to make thern moré or derlv and systematic.

Above all, a dehmto attempt is made to build up the character
of the girls during the most impressionable years of* their lives. TIn
the ordinary school, where the teacher meets a large number of pupils
in a class, ar.d does net see mueh of them afterwards, there is scarcely
any possibility of real charaeter training imparted. To aveid this
defect, the teachers live in the school along with their pupils. They

join them gr their meals and games, go out together for walks and

exeursions and ‘constantly meet ecach ut]aer as Miends, and playvmates
in the eourse of the day, with the result that the teaoher are not
only able to lrain them in such outward matters as earrying themselves
eraeefully-Iat aleo in behaving with politeness and courtesy to those
that théyv meet, and serving and enleriaining their guests or one
another at the table, The leachers arve thus a‘blo to find out where
the girls rvquue {raining or curbing and where, on the ‘other haqd
they stand in need of onmumwemmlt and stimulus to rr()i'nrw‘»lrd

A Note to subscribers. o

On the 1st of every month veminder cards are sent- to these of
our subscribers whose suhém‘ipt‘ion ends in that month, requesting
them to renew their - subser lptmnq and if we do not hear from
them we senid the magazine on the 15th by V.1.P, We have notieed
that our smbseribers do not send the subseription by Money Order

or cash in time, wlhich is before the 15th of the month, Hence, as

our reminder cards tell them, we send out the V.P.P. on the 15th
whieh is often refused as they have sent the money after the 15th or
intend sending it later. This costs us annas three as extra postage on
cach V.P.P. sent out. We ask our subseribers to very kindly send
their renewal subseription before the 15th of the month or write and
tell us that they do not wish to subseribe any longer. Otherwise thev
shonld accept V.P.P. whr'n seat to them. :
Edilor and Manager,



The Bondswomen.

By N. YAGNESVARA SASTRY, B.SC., B.L.

[We are glad-to be able to publish in this issue a thought-pro-

voking article by the young author, My, N. Yagnesvara Sesiry. Last
year we publzshed a fine article by kim, “The Tragedy of Women’'s
Life in India”’.  The reader may not agree with all that Mr. Sastry has
said but could they like him feel the burning indignation, and the de-
sire to stop our many carelzss or erucl practices under religious sanc-
tion, India would be transformed. I hope there will be a few at least
to give serious thought fo these malters and act up to their convictions
courageously and joyfully--Iin.].

It is easy for foreigners to belittle India, and for Hindus to
praise themselves. Rare is the westerner who sees the good points
of India and, because charity is easier than self-introspection, rarer

.

the Hindu who admits the failings of his civilization in fulness. My~

endeavour is to present the tragie side of women’s life in India, but,
except where the contrary appears, T confine myself primarily to an
examination of the life of Brabmana girls in South Tndia® of whom
I ecan speak from personal experience, Also, I do not consider women
as they are in books, or as they were in ancient times,

Pundit Malavya deplored the tendency in our society which
welecomes the birth of hoys hut looks askance at girls®. Unhappy
enough is a woman’s life at its inception t¢ be horn where the very
parental instinet is averse to her. In the light of this, “‘a tendeney
in our society’’, as Mr. Kamath puts it, **to create a sort of indiffer-
ence, if not passive neglect, to female infant life......”’, is not incon-
sistent with probabilities.® Indeed in the recent past infanticide
61 girls prevailed in many communities.

Society allows men to marry when they choose, but girls must
be wed before puberty, if her parents are to-he saved from hell,
With this advantage, bridegrooms become the dictators of marriage

1. The Brabmanas of South India arc the cream of Hindu culture. Men like the
Rt. Hon, Mr. V. S, Srinivasa Bastri, Sir €. P. Ramaswami Aiyar and Sir P. 8. Sivaswamy
Aiyer brlomz to this community.

2. The Madras Mail, 3th May, 192‘)
3. The‘ Census of India, p. 57 The Theosophical Publishing House (1914).
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{erms and make money at the cost of their fathers.in-law,—one rea.
son for a parent’s disvelish of girls. As, however, at the present
stage of hutan evolntion, the instinet of self-protection is more com-
mon than self-sacrifice, it may he assumed that girls suffer more in
India by being given to unsuilahle husbands who make light pecu-
niary dvmanda, i.hmx parents are disadvantaged by exaeting bride-

. grooms.  Sometimes, the unconscionable nature of ﬂw transaclion is

manifest, and there are protests from certain eircles, bur Society as a
whele is of the mind of Mr. Sarkar Sastry who justifies po}vwﬂnv
in hiz very popularhook on Hindu Law thue, ““Ti iz better that those
men of property that are impelled by inclination should take the res-
ponsibility of openly having several wives than that they should seeret-
ly contract as many left-handed marriages as' they please......As to
the feelings of women, evidence is not wanting that there are women
enjoying the liberly conferred on them by WPS{“II\ civilization who
would have half or a quarter of a hushand than hone at all.”™*  Mr.
Sarkar Sastry is considerate of women who ““would have half or a

quarter of a husband”, but not of-the wives who are entitled to the -

first consideration of {hen' husbands and who would he less zalled
by rivals beyond the howe than those that have invaded their domain.
Fven rogarding any who would have their ““half or a quarter’” there 1s
no way of finding them, especially as many girls in Tndia are married
hefore puberty or shortly after.

. . . .
The injustice of this pre-puberty dispensation is songhl {o he
veiled by representing Kanvaxar—the Hmdu name for marriage--

as betrothal. true wedlock being supposed to eommence with a second
ceremony, Now KALYA\LUI creates that relationship between the

parties to it, thal, if a child iz born even hefore the subsequent ritual,

‘ 1t is legitimate: the omission of the second ceremony is by itself no bar

10 a snit for restitution of conjugal rights; there can be no revocation by
mutual agreement of the alleged betrothal; if the boy dies, widowhood
results; also mutual rights of mhemtance are cstablished. Again, a
text of Mann says that the relationship of marriage is established by
the completion of Saprapanr. Tt is completed in the first ceremony.

“Indeed, KavLvawam consists of the three parts of Vak Dawax or

gift by word, Kaxya Daxawm, gilt of glrl, and Saprarapr or the

" ritual of seven steps.  The first par t alane is betrothal. - No doubt the -

consummation of marriage is usnally postponed till the second ritual
after puberty, but if this “could alter the nature of Karvaxax, Turop-
can llh‘ll’l‘lﬂ"eb are also hetrothals, becauge between the church cere-

4, Fastern Law H'(m«c, 15 College Square, Caleutty, p. 172
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mony over a couple and their conjugal relationship there must be an
interval of time, which in some cases is years.

A Hindu girl, however unconseionably married, has no right of
divorce. Some think it is not necessary for moral matrimony. But
morality is liherty properly nsed. Western women have the liberty,
but it is not always properly used—Hindu women have none. Free-
dom misused is moral poison, when denied, is moral death. The poison
is preferable, being one stey removed frowm death and not necessarily
leading to it. Indeed in spiritual matters, it is poison swallowed that
confers immortality, ag God Nilakanta showed. Also, liberty misused
rapresents the Rarasic stage, but the stagnation of freedom denied
is Tamasic and twice removed from the Sarvic ideal T{ this
be s, it is better for moral matrimony that wives have the divorce for
the asking, even if they should hastily use their right. Tndeed the
conjugal fidelity of women who have no liberty of divoree is like the
honesty of pick-pockets whose hands are smitten with paralysis.

When puberty is attained, the friends and relatives of the girl
congregate and sing obseene songs. So loathesome a practice is for-
tunately becoming obselete in the principal cities, but otherwise seems
to he common all over Tndia. A Maharashtra friend speaks of its
xistence in Bombay parts.  As regards Bengal, M. 8. C. Bose says in
his hook ““Hindu as they are,”’ page 86° “So abominable are some
of {he ceremonies connected with this event in the life of a female that
to deseribe them fully would he an outrage on common deceney”’. [1

Obs=cenilies exist all over the world, but India’s iz the specia
obloquy of stabilising them as social customs practised by the highest
class of women in the land. But the women arce not to he blamed;
thev are kept uneduecated if ngt illiterate. ‘

The marriage is eonsummated within sixteen days after puberty.
Aftor a ceremony called Smaxri-Moortum the couple are locked in
a room hefore an indiseriminate gathering. Doubtless there is nothing
vulgar in sex, but three elements of spontaneity of feeling, mutunality of
sontiment and diseriminative tasie are necessary to elevate it from
animality. Where men and girvls are made to consort as when their
parents or priests arrange, there is no spontancity ; where the girt’s in-

clinations are not neecessarily consylted, there is no mutuality; where -

men consort with children just attained puberty, and with whom they
have not spoken hefore, there is no diseriminative taste.

f. Tamasic, Rajasic and Satvic—-the three states of inertia, mohility and rhythm

recognised by Hindu religion. _ . '
2. W. Newman & Co., 3. Dalhousic Square (IRR1). As this was many years ago,

conditions muzt have improved there also,
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- The West bristles with the sexual vagaries of its youlhs. Still to
an average boy of the higher classes, his partner, even if illicit, is
no more female, but also a human companion.  1ie takes her for drives,
dances, or even to a drinking saloon and, though in ever so erude a way,
strives for that higher sexnality that is not content with mere neural
satisfaction. The *‘higher sexmality”’ even ut its worst is no orgy.
The one is an expression, however crude, of a higher sentiment; the
other is only an elaboration of animality, which also exists in parts of
the West, Our Suaxm-Moorram provides only for that simple,
primal, animal relationship, the fact of which is obscured by a religious
ceremony.  Comparing now the higher classey of the West and India,
it may be said, there sexuality is more diffused, but is of a sublimated
kind; here it exists as pure Kama; there it is as an extensive varnish on
society: here it is as the rock bottom physieal base of the customs of
eruelty to women.t ’

,

A relisble friend in North India knows one who has heen living
on married terms with his wife, but has not seen hier face since the wed-
ding.  She comes to him lale at pight after finishing the houselold
duties, and goes back before dawn, In answer to a question, he is
reported to have said, ““Where is {he need to see'the face?”” It should
ot be thought that in mentioning this case 1 am drawing conclusions
frow izolated instanees; I am rather instaneing conclusions drawn from
varions rources. If the illustration is extreme, it is only to indieate the
extent to which certain tendencies in India can go.  Similar cases may
be ealled from wedtern lile, but the poiut to be brought out, that higher
companionship between hushand and wife is lacking even in homes of
educated men, is true of us only.

,

An average educated Hindn begins the day with the duties of the
worning which must sunder him from his wife, who has her duties.
Then he goes probably to an office and is {urther suundered. Return-
ing in the evening he may go for a walk or to a club-—the wile is left
behind. Then he takes his dinner, the wife serves. Later he may
read some papers or chat with friends, the wife dees not come in.
On holidays he may go to a music concert or otheT entertainment. Tf
he takes his wife at all, it is to leave her in some corner. ““You
marry those whom you love”, quotes Mr. Natarajan, the words of a
Hindua to an Knglishman, “We Jove those whom we marry’. Verily,
the testimony of witnesses may be perjured, but crcumstantial evie
depce eannot lie, g

f. There are of course Hindus Detter thun their social custonis
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The failing has resulted from best of motives. - The idea pre- '

vails that sex is au evil to be ultimately destroved, meantime to be the minds of girls on sex or allied matters and lowered the age of
done with as soon us possible, when it demands propitiation. In this : puberty. Indeed Mrs. Padmabai, the Head Mistress of the Benares
light, the very word *‘courtship’’ jars on many Hindu ears. It seems _ (¥irls’ School, has noticed a higher age of puberty in girls whose minds
the making of an arvt out of an intrinsic evil. But in truth, sex cannot - are deflected along healthy channels. All this confirms the observa-
be destroyed so long as the highest God is man and woman, and court- » tion in Dr. Hollick’s Origin of Life, page 366—*‘Puberty commences
ship, which is higher sexuality, is a stage in the transmutation of the \ cverywhere at about the same age...... the early intercourses of the
lowest expression of sex into its higher homologues by which woman - : sexes which takes place in the Indies and other warm countries is.
increasingly becomes an aesthetic abstraction and that beauty point owing more to a depraved state of morals. .. .than to any influence of
m the firmament of the soul which verily is She. climate”’. :

The age of first maternity is about eighteen among Hindus, The laws of Itngland and other countries permit the marrviages
considerably less, among Bralmmine. But the consnmmation of mar- of girls of twelve. Their soeial practice is such that no pressing need
riage having oceurred at puberty, it may be said that Brahmana girls - has been felt for amending the law. During twelve years there have
in common praetice look for motherhoed nine months after puberty * heen less than 350 marviages below fifteen. Iven this ®as affected
er anywhere hetween the age of fourteen and thirteen. The latter . the publie conscience and a law is being passed to forbid them. T
age is extreme, though in some seetions not exceptional; the former iz india, when a hill was brought to raise the age of consent within
well above the average. This is also true of the non-Brahmans in so wedlock to fourteen, so large n siiinority opposed it in the Assembly—
“far as they arve hwitating the higher castes. The girl’s expectations the pick of the intelligentia—that the timorous government thwarted
are not however usually realised, but, according to the figures of Dr. . the reform, and nothing remains for India but the gratification of the
Balfour regarding Madras, about one in eighty women in first preg- sort of the Canuibal Islanders who di*’ alleged to have boasted to a
nancy—doubtless more among the Hindus and especially the Brah- Enropean traveller that they are no longer savages because they have
mins—become mothers at fourteen or thirteen.® : ’ discovered by majority that murder is immoral. : :

We defend ourselves like a certain taxi driver of Ceylon, who Infant maternities occur in America. They are fortunately not
pleaded when charged with rash driving, that thousands drive negli- - the {ruits of an organised social institution by which knowledge and
gently cvery day but life or limb is lost only now and then. The power on oae side habitually exploits ignorence and helplessness on
magisteate strictured his dangerons psychology and gave him an en- the other, inflicting on gzirls a hardship they did not deserve by any
hanced punishment for his paius.  Surely, men who would immolate deliherate violation of the social law. Also, owing to the revolt of
eirls of thirteen on the rack of infantile maternity eannot he heacd vouth, America is in a kind of social c¢ivil war, groping towards a civi-

10 gayv that the ealamity that does not touch heir conscience does not lization based on the eomplete equalily of the sexes. She must make
always happen and that Providence by sowe natural process of con- many bmista‘ke:; until the great day is reached. In the meantime, statie
tracoption nsually defers motherhood. : societies like ours cannot compare themselves with those in a state

of transition any wmore than a nation in peace ean compare her normal
“internal violences with those in a peried of eivil war.

A nation may make many fauls: il it recognises them, she may
he of the nature of an erring idealist: if it pavades them as virtue,
she iz rather in the nature of a pervert.  (lild maternities in India en-
foreed withoutl a consciousness that they are wrong and indeed as pro-
per cannot be compared to the cases in Fngland and America.

It is doubtful how far any consideration should be given for
the alleged Jower age of puberty in Indina.  An anglent text in Kava
CNIENAYANA PRAaDIPIRA Vivarawa sugwests that signs of puberty ap-
pearving hofore sixteen are false  This stands to veason. A\ marked
difforence belween Western and [ndian zivls regarding o fundameutal
biological event cannot be wholly due to superficial caunses. The
continuous practice of Child Marriagzes has through the ages rivetted

O S — - ) There are varieties of wrong doing. When manifest cruel-
A, The eoudition is better in Bombuy, but best where non-Hindos are found most. {ies like g/‘LTI, enforaing motherheod on Chlldren, h‘ﬂl’ﬂﬂi&ﬁﬂg of WidOWS,
4'11',1““ K‘me ”3 Proktan, Gargyadi-mun Sattamaibl, Stri-ehinbam, Tavoran , ~ il-treatment of untouchables, animal sacrifices, dedication of Drva-

srupya shedase velsare sada. , R TR . . . .

fm‘l) e e pasts {0 temiples, are doue in the name of religion or spirifuality. there i

Ui b
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' . . . .
a perversion of the very ideals. The westerners too were in this dari
phase, but owing to their spirit of change have now either practically
abandoned formal religion, or such portions thereof as is rnpugnaut. or

the grip of evil religious belief, if any, over their moral nature, is not -

suchk that they commit cruelties as religion. Next we have wrongs
like killing for sport, or the invidious treatment of negroes in Ameriea
also done without much of a conscionsness ot wrc»ng, but not in th(':
name of religion and spiritnality.  Then we see evils like lynching, en-
ff_)reed infant maternities, offences against women, nnneckssary ((*."x'uel-
ties to animals and proslitution, which ave recognised as evils and exist
to the extent that they do only hecanse there is no way of completely
cradicating them. A nation can always be forgiven such evils, Then
we come tu people ineapable of deliberate wrong-doing who yet com-
mit eruelties because they have overlooked some d(’tﬂ*l[o. Those who
wal meat believing that {lesh food is necessary for man or that a sudden
and anforexeen death overtakes the animal vietims may he examples,
In the light of this elassification it is a mistake to compare indiseri-
minately the evils of the east and west. Algo, many of the covils of
India are the evils of Taiasic putrifieation—-the -p111t of non-change;
the evils of the west arve those of Rasasic excessiveness,

4
Regarding women in the home, {estimony is conflicting, Sir

i

T nnha\ Mimro has paid a great tribnte to the Hindu treatment of the '

jemale sex.  Some people speak sueh words in their natare ol idealis-
ing whatever they find, some in order {o encourage the people io live
1p to their best, some becanse their knowledge of India is largely
through books, zome to pieuke the Hindus to whom they may be under
a kind ol obligation, and s me speak so for political exigencies. What-
syer this be, Mr. C. Subtahmanya Bharvati thinks'  ““There i no use
~1 wrinking from strong ldngmww when we have to deal with terrible
aets. Our women to-day arve slaves. T am quite aware that we still
wiam something of the old idea that the mother should be locked
upon as & goddess by her ehildven.  But every wornan is a wite before
“she is mother; aud the position of a wife with us is that of o petied
‘slave”. Awmong the Brahmauas, said Sir S, Subramanya Tver, “the
tutelage of women Is lmmentably more prevalent than among other
castes™ This was fourleeu vears ago. Reeently Mr. Wood bax
written a book on Tudia which contains the portrait of a Nouath Indion
Id(l}, as representing the high caste Hindn women. That lady said in

1. The Commonzecal, 30th April, 1015,
2. Ibid, 7th May, 1915
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1927, ““Indian women ave slaves to the lusts of man’”® Reiterat-
ing her point she said at a subsequent meeting* ““You repeat Manu
as saving thut where women are honoured the Devas rejoice. But I tell
vou, women are not honoured in India and Devas do not rejoiee’.
Such words spoken in moments of moral indignation should ot be
taken strietly. Suffice it to say that a woeman’s life in India is de-

plorable. .~ .

The Bhagavad Gita savs that the righteons should cat the
UCHISHTAM oT hwmg& of sacrifice to the Lord. A Hindu woman’s
lord is her husband, and therefore many habitnally eat from the leaves
from which their hushands have eaten. There may be another rea-
son for this custom. IHusband and wife are one; it is therefore fair that
if the one has some mouth diseases, the other should econiract them.’

All over the world, the loweclass men, the unedueated, and the
drunken, beat their wives; in India, many Brahmanas, ;-ﬁ( duated and
sober do so and with bapunity, Manu has said that wormen. should
ot he strock even with floweribuds, But he has also written that
wives may bhe cliastized when"Yhey conmnit faunlts. Some reformers
think that the fivst text was written in the vedic period, and that the
second is an interpolation of the Sutra age. But those to whom Magu's
retraining words are most needed secm to feel that the first is a coun-
sel of perfection, and the other practieal politics for the home. Sir’
James Meston observes that unsayory texts in Hindu scriptures mean
no more than what similar texts are in Furope. He would he "lght,
if India had outgrown formal religion as the west has (10119J

If a Hindu is a Pheosophist or an Arye ?mm ;1~,t, o is his wife.
Se faithful a replica of the husband is she, thal in giviig franchise to
waormen, men have in effect only doubled their votes. Also, there is
not here as in the west, any large class of unmarried women of the
voting age for men to reckon with. Too much significance should there:
fore not be attached to the extension of franchise to Indian women, .
very easily secured in India.

Tt seems that Chandra Gupta Maurya, an ancient Hindu king,
had a body guard of women. It should not be concluded from this,
that women of his tinie were eligible to the military professions. The
caprice ‘of autoerats may confer on the vietims pnvﬂeﬁes that they
may not acqmrn if free. TFixtravagant inferences should not be drawn
from the fact that a few women have been appointed to some publie
nffices in Indis.

.

3. At Gokhale Hall, Madras.
4, T quote from memary.
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(Thv darkest chapter of 4 woman’s life is in her widowhood. Tn
former times many were burnt alive. Some ohjeet to any reference to
this obsolete eustom in econstruing modern Hindu sociéty. - They would
be right il India’s attitude to those practices be.the same as Europe’s
to witeh-burning. But only recently Justice Adhami in giving exem-
piary punishment to two persons who ahetted Satr said, "Am’ relaxa-
tion in the severity of the law in such a matter will result in the re-
accurrence of the evil which took so many years to reduce to a mini-
mum. The feelings and beliels which prompt Sam still exist and but
little: encouragement would make others aet apon them®””. Justice
Adhami is a non-Hindu. If in his narrowness he pronounced these

words without reason, that reason was furnished less than two months.

later by a Hindu newspaper.

A girl of Bihar committed Satr. When the flames beeame in-
tolerable she jumped into the Ganges, but was rescued. After two
davs and nights of agony she died. SuffTerings as these clicited the
following remarks from the SearcmricrT, a popular daily of Bihar.
“Satr represents the acme of moral perfection, and its whole merit”
is based on its voluntariness. In course of time, however, under de-
moralising pnhu cal conditions, eorruption erept in, and voluntariness
disappeared to a very large extent. But with all this, a pure Sar--
pure in the sense of voluntariness—yet invokes the profound reverenca
of all Hindas who have not divested themselves of their age-long eul-
ture”™  There is ne “voluntariness’” in conduet to the extent it is
wrought of deception. Tt is deeception to tell uneducated voung girls
that their hushbands are their gods, however devoid of merit. and that
to mount their funeral pyre is the surest way to heaven. There ig no
‘éyoluntariness’” in action to the extent it is indueed by pressure..
Publie opinion is a great pressure, and in olden days there weve mil-
lons 11]:9 the e‘lnm' nf the SmarcwLiewT who pomted to the widows
{he faneral flames of their hushands as the best place for them. Thers
is no “volnnfariness’ in deeds {o the extent they are inspired by fear.
The fear inspiring is the lot that Hindu Society has reserved for
widows who cleet to live,

A girl of sixteen may be imagined weeping heside her dead
hasband, Other widows pour in upon her lf"gf)“lV"Ei’[i't'lff her sorrow, When
the funaral procession starts, the zirl aceorapanies the corpse shouting
aloud. Ten daye of mourning follow for the girl to ruminate over hor
sorrow, to the singing of hideons hallads sold in vernaenlar hook

5. New Imdig, 24t Aay, 1928, p. 5
B, The Scarchlight, 24th June, 1928
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shops. Finally by a refinement of cruelty, she is elad in her best
clothes and ornaments and taken along the streets to a tank or river.
She cheds there the ornaments and good elothes for ever; her head s
chaved ; and her deseription, ““widow,”’ is a term of abuse in Tamil.

TFalse analogies are often drawn between the widows of India
and the nuns of Furope. But nuns hecome so of their own volition,
but hehind the Hindu widow there is soeial coercion. Nuns take their
step in the maturity of their judgment, hut widows in India are often
mere children. Tt is proximation to (tod that draws a nun to her
savior, but it is seperation from a human being that makes a widow
what she is. And above all a nun is respected. but widows are not.

A cooly woman who carries a basket on her head earns from
six to cight annas a day: a Hindu lady who earries sonls for nine

‘months ecach time, for the service of the Siate, gets only what a

husband’s eapmce allows, and when he dies, the widow’s humiliation
is her pension. Poor bondswomen of India! Cruelly the country has
treated them and grievously paid the price—India is the’widow of
spirituglity. Many an idol dwells in many a temple of the land, but

Tindness does not dwell in the heart of the worshipper.

N. YacNFsvARs SASTRY,



British Women's Electicn Address.,
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HE Mex axt WoMex )op aE Natiow, e Pontticar PanTins AND
To ALL Parvianiestany CAxDIDATHS.

NPT o » '
Lrlection Address of the Egual Rights General Election Campaign Committce
represeniing bltce— ‘ R

" Actresses’ Franchise League,

As:ouaunn for Moral and Social Hygieiu::
Balon Wen ten Citizens' Association,

Cambridge Standing Committee for Equal Citizenship,
Cuvenxtv National Council of Women,

Edinburgh Society of Liqual Citizenship,

Hereford Women Citizens' Association,

Nationa! Union of Wonten Teachers,

Open_ Door Council,”

St Tﬂans sacial and Political Alliance, -

Six Puint’ Group,

Women Peers Conmmittee,

Women's Election Commitiee.

Wamen’s Freedom League,

I'ROGRAM.
I. Equal Political Stafus.
11 Equal Economic Righis,
N M. Equal Status for the Married Woman,

IV, Tqual Moral Standard,

V. Xqual Rights in the Lengue of Natinns.

For the first time in the history of this countzy women are voting in a
Parliamentary election on the same termis as men.  This great political viciory
wis won after a stouggle laatl.xg for more than sixty vears. But the fight for
the emancipation of wonien is not over. ‘There are stlll mjustices to be reme-
hd and r)hsmdf:::, to be removed before women are ahle to rake their plaf‘e
i by side with men in the affairs of the nation. The societies united in
he FEqual Rights Geueral Election Campatgn Comm? ttee set forth in this clee-
%m} ac%drcs: a number of reforms which are essential to the complete emancipa-
ion of women. / :

]

L. Eoran PoLimican States,
Yamen Peers.
We demand as an immediate reform that the right to sit and vote in the
Touse of Lords shall be conferred on peeresses in their own right, and that this
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shall be done before any other alteration in the constitution of that House so
that they may take part in the discussions on any further reform of that
ilouse. We also demand that in any reform of the Second Chamber, men and
women shall have equal eligibility and voting rights.

Nattonality of Married W omen.

"We demand that 2 Britsh weman shall have restored to her the right .of
tetaining her nationality on marriage with an alien, which was taken from her
tn 1870; and that, irrespective of marriag_e she shall have the same right as a

man to retain or change her nationality.,, The right to be recognized as a citi-
zen i onc's own person 15 the most fundamental of all political rights.

1. Fovan Lcoxoaie RIGHTA.

Govermient and Muwicipal Services. :
We demand that i the Civil Scrvice, lu the teaching profession, and

~among all other employees of local authorities, women should be paid at the

AN

same rate as men for similar or wdentical work. We demand this on the grounds

nf justice, efficiency and the maintenance of the standard of living.
Govermment Service,

Opportumity of entry is unequal. The Diplomatic, the Consular, Indian
and Colonial Civil Services, and the Tredes Connnissioner Service, are closed
tc women by order of Council under the Sex Disqualification U\emmal) Act.
These barriers must be removed.

Opportunity for promotion is unequal. - This must be remedicd.

Pay is unequal.  Women Civil Servants are paid at a lower rate thau
men i the same grade 'xml this notwithstanding that the House of Commons

in May, 1920, and August, 1921, passed resolutions in favour of equal pay-
ment,
The Teaching Profession.

ntecessary steps 1o establish

\N(‘. call upon the Government to in

cqual pay 'md equal opportusities for promotion in the teaching pxotc%mu.
‘The public service of education is directed by local authorities under the cot

irol of the io‘ud of Education and the Treasury—the Government fherefmt'
15 divectly responsible for the present mequitable conditions obtaining between
menn and  women teachers,  Salaries are  differentiated  according  to - sex.
Women teachers, having the same qualifications, performing the same duties
and carning the same Government grants as their men colleagues, are paid less
than feur-fifths of the rafe for men teachers, Pensions are based on averags
alary, and women teachers are {urther penalized by veeciving smaller pensions

<

.
thau men for the same length of service.

e
ii
it

i

Dpportunities for promotion are not cqual between men and women. Ap-
pointments to the headships of mixed schools, administrative posts and to the
inspectorate, must be opened to men and women equally,  The best candidate,
wrrespective of sex, should be appointed.
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ment therefor shall apply to all adult men and women workers in factories and
workshops.

3. That a'ny prohibition or regulation of night work shall apply equallv

to men and Women. .
4. That the same health welfarc and safety
all workers, men as well as women. .- *~ . -

5 That the Home Secretary shall no lunger have power to
. . M - . .
work which are not at the same time placed on men's.
At present the adult woman is classed in Factory Law with the young
person and the child. The recognition of women in such law as adult human
beings with the same personal rights as adult men will be the first step to-

wards the aholition of the present artificial division ‘Between men’s work and
artificial division of

women’s work, and towards the abolition of the present
wage rates into a “male rate” and a “female rate,” irrespective of the similarity
or even the identity of the work done. -

provision shall apply to

place res-

trictions on woemen's

11l. FQUAL STATUs FOR Tur MARRIED WOMAN.

Night 1o Paid Work.
We demand that a married womar
uol she shall engage in paid work, and t
al) Act, which purported to throw open all posts to women irrespective of
marriage, shall be made effective. Marriage should net be a disability. Mar-
iage should not deprive a married woman of the ordinary rights of a fres
citizen, At the present time beth law and regulations penalize a woman be-
In the Civil Service, in the teaching profession, in
leads to the dismissal of a woman, however

1 shall decide for hersell whether o¢
hat the Sex Disqualification (Remo-

cause she is married.
local government work, marriage
expert and valuable her services may be.

Income-Tax of Muarvied Persons. -
We demand that the incomes of married persons shall be automatically
assessed angd tased separately, Hach spouse shall be.entitled to the ordinary

They should share be-

»

personal abatements on his or ber scparate income.
tween them any marriage and children’s abatements.

1V. kQuarL MoraL STANDARD.
Solicitationr Laws,

We demand the abolition of all existing luws dealing with street solici-
tation. on the ground that these laws are unequal between men and women,
aud alsu unequal between one woman and auother, nihing of one small group
of wemen 2 class of legal outcasts.

This committee thercfore calls for a simple law on the lines of the

Pubh'c Places (Order) Bill, first introduced in 1925, under which any person,
whether man or woman, wilfully annoying or molcsting any other person in

any street or public place shall be guilty of an offence. No man or womain
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should be convicted of sucli an offe

sho: e convicted of such an offence solely an palice o
—— ‘dary 14 cond g : o it

1Ad(‘.(,bﬂ({\)1d‘t,1) Bill therefore contains 3 definite provision that

(:S)A‘ ‘ i ) o ' ) A SRS R R AR | 4131450

. cases the evidence of the person anticyed or molested is necessarv |

conviction can be obtained, R ey before

Sitate Regulation of Vice.

s

k2 B

il LL alcn

Al 3 Loy N VI S 111 "
. We dc:maud‘ the complete abolition within the 15m
State regulation of prosd
ration of known or licensed brothels amd 1]

pre of adl forms of

ttion, mclading regisiratio [ 1
icluding regisiration of prostitutes and tole-

1w adoption and active enfore
1 and active enforcement

of laws aeainst teaffic in wo: i
aws agamst {raffic in wumen, procuration, or any similar direction or ex

ploitation of the immorality o I8 i
ploita T the 1.5.111101&}:1} oi others «for commercial gain,

V. Fouvan Ricurs men W
LRQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN IN THE LPAGUE oF NaTioNg

\'\- arg Pl‘( f‘}vv i1v s 5a1 isf Wi e 18 { VO o £C-
v anuliv ({1 wsaltshied witn 1 181t

. . ] BERIESS 34 LH Y W ¥ i ry‘d.;it‘n 511 ()f WoLn i Cony

‘ “ e . 4 g Y A - ! s €1 1 connec
1 W lth h.. L‘:«!;.u; ()f :\’ atiuns u.‘u'{l Lhi. i}] 1 l‘lZ“.t‘i\ ¥ ’:l] ¥ [ 19 Qrgaung i
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The VTleh Clymar . W
1 Ih?’ VIith (j..x‘usn f.)f the Covenant laid down that: “All positiong
N et ot in connection with the League, including the Secrctariat shall be l')pf;l
. r 3 2 - SRS B * i i : » ’ " )‘ :
equaily to men wnd women”  This clause must be made effective

“fa 1eygich N 7N 5 g
The Brtish Government should send a woman as full delesste :
assembly of the T.eague. Hither v be et
S y ot tohe feague. Hitherto women have onlv been sent ne sihets
assembly iy sent us substitute
Al 3 ey of : hould 3
All comminsions of the League should include women members
In the Secretari f th cue the f 1 B
| Secretariat of the Leacte the few woemen i1 adosimics o *
t of the League the few women in adminisivadve posls

, .
tave had meither the status nor the vay of i
ve had ncither the status nor the pay of their nwen colleagues.  There is a

P NS WU i A : H ;
nrowing l(IluLIlL} 10 dispunse wilh women in these hfghel' posts and to (*mpl(r :
. . " _y’

them i subordinate posilion PR i
i subordinate positions vuly. - This must be remedicd.

[he [uternational Lebour Urganisation of the eague of Natios
. Ludrr Artcle XX of the Covenant of the Leaguc, members of the
League undertook to create the necessary intermalional organizations ©* e
and maintain fair and humea. ition ot men, women and ehitt
; amntain fair antg humese conditions of labour for men, women and child
e . ) Fre e xx- - ST 1 3 - - .
ren l‘luth mn their own countrics and in all countries to which their commerci 1
and industrial relations extend.” T

> T of T |
art X1 of the Treaty of Versailles s¢ ] i (
caty of Versailles st up for this purpose the Tntes-

nasional Labour Oreanization. L

X7 PP N v d entrryey §a 3 ‘
What has the International Labour Oreanization done {for woren?
8 B e v eery b o oy . ) 4 - o
i %;’ (1ts conventions a'ml recommendations concerning the nioht work
srith (1919) (1921), prolection sgainst lead poisonine (16 N i
o L1 (1921), prolecti sganst lean posoning (1919), the night work
”;i o 1 ) llilvqlé,li}l,_t;z:zlxifz { 1(2’“1)' the probilaiipn of white Jead in painting (1921)
caniternational LLabour cornmization Bas b 1 ’
e e ; Lal o Lj)zt.;..:il,.‘xtzv_,u has in muny countries secured the im-
posiiion o serious restrictions on women’s vight to engage in paid work
. b 1 y 6~ oy & el 4 Lthve
Avticle 427 (Poart KUY o0 1l T RV :
e ?3 ticie 427 (Part XY of the Traaty of Versailles laid down the prin-
I Wt inen and women shouid reveive equal renmmeration for worl: o
cqual value.” o e

AN
thY 4"n

vidence and the Public

‘ernment shall .propose that the Permanent

BRITISH WOMEN’S ELECTION ADDRESS

What has the Int%national Lahour Organization done to get equal pay

for women? Nothing. .
The minimum Wage Fixing Machinery Convention adopted by the Inter-
national Labour Organization at Geneva in June, 1928, is so worded that it s
not clear whether the same minimum rates should be fixed fo'.women as for
' that the British Gov-

meén. This ambiguity must be cleared’ up and we demand )
Court of International Justice be

.

asked for an advisory opinion. » - '

We further urge that the British Government shall propose the adoption
of an Equal Pay Convention and also that it shall tuke every gossitilé step to
secure that all onventions adopted either by the Lcague of Nations_or the
International Labour Organization shall recognize equal rights and likerties for
men and women. '

“Tn this-élection address the Equal Rights General Election Campaign
Committee Jays before the nation refqrms which are essential to the well-
Leing of women and of the. commuuity.- - e

- Women .who fought for the Fote asserted that political equality was not
cnly for the good of women, but for the good of the State. That truth was

_once fiercely combated.. To-day it is accepted as commaonplace.

Equally accepted as a commonplace as the most clementary justice, is the
right of every adult male ‘citizeg. to an equality of . personal rights
ind~ liberties. To "withhold. from woumen that same equality of personal
rights and liberties is contraty to justice.” This relic of the past is, in the
words of John Stuart Mill, sdiscordant with the future, and must necessarily.

- visappear.” )
“We call upon all men and women of good-will to co-operate in securing

the speedy abolition of the disabilities still imposed upon women sO that they
1ts of adult citizens. Thus

miay share fully with men the responsibilities and rigl
only can men and women make their full and cffective contribution to the

welfare of the State. ‘ - ' .
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Tar Aurniean-Tanrey Womiy,

Migs Fditha T, Watson writes in Kqual Rights.—

There is food for thought in the fact thal in modern times women

in certain countries are voked.with the ox and valued less than the
horse,
with men, but before the wlhite men sel foot on our shores, the Tndian
women were equalq and in some cases the superiors of the men,

Woman’s place in affairs hecomes more nnpwmut in direet
proportion to the culture of her race. -Th*::.s, ? nonge the
was the ““digger”’, the wandering, ignorant, half-starv mi red man. who
made a slave of his wife. Bnt as we looh amcmg the typical tnl‘ea,
we find women on an eguality with men,
as hard or have as mauy tasks as our pioncer ancestors of ‘ouf farm-
ers’ wives. [ach sex had its own tasks Te perflovm, {ifted to the -
"fuhm,r conditions, and worked in a complete harmony, a perfeet com-
~fadeship, a real partuershin, with the other. »

There was no limit to working hours. A woman’s time -
her own, and as long as her {asks were accomplished, she econld work
many hours or few to aceomplish them. She wus not barred fron,
man’s pursuits, and often Indian women excelled in hunting or fish.
ing.  She was not expeeted to go to war, hut often, painted and dross.
ed as a warrior, she fought with the men of her tribe, and only death
revealed her zex to the enemy.

An Indian woman’s body was her own.  She could not he com-
pelled to marry against her will, nor could she be sold. Fven white
woman prizsoners were 1'esp<ected by their Indian eaptors.

Among the Pueblos, the woman owned the erops as goon as they
were gathered, She owned the home, and the children {raced their litiee-
age through her. A woman belonged to one of the four principal
priesthoods. _ . '

But it is among the Trequois that we find the ideal condition of
woman. She controlled many of the fundamental institutions of Iro-
yuois socicty. Deseent was traced through her; she owned the lodge
and all its fmrnishings; the ehildren belonged to her, She owned the

- £
woran s

Iands of her clan, 1nclurilnrr the burial greounds where her sons
and brothers were interred. She had uz'l sovervign right to select
404

Modern Ameriean women have not vet acquired Faual Rights -

Indians 1t

Feow Indian women work:

—

WOMEN THE WORILD OVIR
from her sons candidates for chicftainships of clan and iribk, an
also to depose them for suflicient cause. The clan, the tribal eouneilg,
and the league council were cnmpmed of her 1*Hpresm1mtv_ve:',

Part of her duty was to keep close v’atch on nnjiefty
course of affairs affecting the welfare of Qm trihs, o ad o guard 'ﬁue
interests of the'puhhc treasury, with power, 1‘0 maintain its resbiivdes,

and ‘a voice in its disposal.’ So necmcma" and so imporisnt wers
women in the affairs of the Troquois, that the penalty for Lﬁ'ﬁmcr :

- woman was twice that for killing-a man, .

This power frranted to woman did not turn H"r ’:w ad, No Wafi ap

“how high a pokition she held (and shé might be a chieftainess, or a

’ - regent for a male ohlef) she’ perfm'mod her rrwular tasks, attended to

' hvr daily duties. . . Lo
. - *The Iroaumc nation, the first mmenexaiion;ni States north of
) N me, ‘15 Jooked upon even to-day ds a brilliant exa mpm of gov eIR-
" ment. Hmv much of this was, due to the Kqual Rwuiv of itg woment

{2
Y
]
£33

N

.

Havrn or FauME.

Frances Willard won her place in Statatory Hall in the United
States ‘Capital—the only woman there—beecause of her work for fem-
-perdnce.  But Emma Willard won her place in the Tlall of ¥Fawe at
New York University as a pioneer in women’s edueation. Her name
‘will be.inseribed there on \‘av , at the same time when the names
of William Cullen Bryvant, Nathdmoi Howthorw, Henry Wadsworth,
Longfellow, James Madison, Henry Clay and Francis Parkman. wiit
~ be inseribed. . The alumnae of the Bmma Willard School at Troy, Now
‘York, raised the funds for the bust of ¥mma Wiilard, founder of
~the school. The seulptor is Frances Grimes. Miss Willard
founded schools for women at Waterford, New York and Athens,

trecee. ' e

Lo

FEMINISM (rAI\H v RouMANTA.. ‘ - i

“I‘emmmm in Roumania is slowlv but surely ecoming into its
rightful heritage,”’ Michaela Cartargi says, and as the first woman to
ocht a daily newspaper in Roumama, and as a prominent ¥ mmm\fm

' pre'ﬂdent of the Women’s Associtition for Civil and Pohtw al lights
-—Mme. Cartargi is lwmg proof of her statement.

Mme. Cartargi has a eonsiderable veputation in-Roumania ag¢
‘a writer of newspaper and magazine articles. She 1is the only
woman member of the moving-picture ecnsorship board of Bucha-’
rest, and has the disfinction of heing the only Roumanian woman
delegate on a Labour Conmnmon to the T.eague of Nutions.

alan
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STRI-DHARMA

Foveriay Woaaxy Serves oN Jury.

An KEgyplian woman writer, May Ziadi, has been made a mem-
her of a jury, the duty of which is to examine plays in the Arabic
language, ‘!.’}‘lm'p*.t nne says: ‘“‘Her appointment to serve with
learned mwew ou ithis eommittee makes us hope that whenever women

are equally well qumu’?;d they will find themselves treated on an eqgnal
footing with men’ :

MosLEr WoMax Appresses MrerTT®G

PERPOEE M

L’Egypiienne cites, as a sign of growing conscions Feminism
on the North Afriean Coast, the fact that in Tunis recently, for the
first time, a Moslemm woman addressed a meeting with her face un-
covered. Mme. Habiba Menchari had the courage thus to speak be-
fore a large audienee on the question, ““Shall women be veiled or
not?’’ which really means, ““Shall Mo&lem wormen he mndnclpatod or
not?”

WostaN 70 LEAD NORWEGIAN DELEGATION AT (JENEVA.

day

Trau Betsy Kiclsberg has been appmntod by the Norwegian
Government as member of Norway’s delegation to the Twelfth ]nter~
national Labour UConference, which was held in Geneva in June. Sh
will be the leader of this delegation, which will consist of herself and

four men. N

_ .’P;ussﬁmm' or PorT Sawitary Bopy.
Mrs. L. M. Foster-Welch, Deputy Mayor of Southampton, has

been chosen as President of the Port Sanitary Ass ociation of Great

Britain for the next Lwo years.

She is the first woman to fll the post, ﬁr t woman member >f
QOuthampton Council, first woman bailiff of Southampton, first worman
sheriff in the euntry—though in the 15th cenfury there was a woman
high sheriff of R‘»’(rxtlrla)rlancl first woman mayor of Southampton.

Vith t}ns last appointment she also earried the honour of bomg
iho Admiral of the Port of Southampton.

“T had formal control of all the ships in ﬁlo port’’, she told
the Daily Chronicle, ‘T also had an Admiral’s flag, and if ships
af war had come up to Southampton during my period of office should
have been eutitled to an admiral’s salute of guns. The fact that 1 am
a woman has macle absolutely no difference to my male eolleagues, with
whom 1 have never had the slightest difficulty?’,

406

G - B WOMEN THE WORLD OVER

* 4] feel that if oan women would be Wﬂhng to work hard and

Wo the same work as nien our publie life would be greatly eunriched.
Tt is silly, of course, for a woman to come along and preen
hurself because she is warkiug with the men. She must expect no
pariicalar treatwent because she -is a woman, and no qpe(ial coi-
mendation. But women who are: Qu(i" to do the work will find it invigor-
ating and interesting.”’

Mrs. Foster-Welch’s new honour is due to her long permd of
work on the public health and port sanitary commitiees of her town.
During the past fwo yecars she has served -as Vice-President of the
Port bamtan Association..

7
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Women’s Ipdian Asseciation™

OBJECTS

;"JJ To present to women their responsibilities as daughters of India.

© Td secure for every girl and boy the right of Education through
schemes of Compulsory Primary Education, including the teaching of
religion. :°

To secure the abolition of child-marriage and to raise the Age
of Consent for married girls to sixteen. i

To secure for Womien the vote for Municipal and Legislative
Councils on the same terms as it is or may be granted to men, ,

To secure for Women the right to be clected as members on all
Municipal and Legislative Councils. ' ' ,

. To help Women to realise that the future of India lies.largely in
their hands : for. as wives and mothers they have the task of training,
guiding and forming the character of the future rulers of India.

To band Women into groups for the purpose of self-development
and education, and for the definite service of others,

MEMBERSHIP
- . )

Women who agree and will co-operate with the Objects and
Organization of the Association may become members. Groups of women
having the same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian Association.
Members are asked, but not obliged, to pay a subscription of twelve annas
a year to the Headquarters of the Association. _

Local Branches are seli~governing and makc their own arrangements.

CRGANIZATION

‘The Association, which has a central organization at the W. 1. A,
Headquarters, Pantheon Gardens, Lgmore, Madras, was started on
May &, 1917, and has grown and increased steadily ever since. It now
has 72 Branches, 23 Centres and over 4,000 members.

Branches arc formed in every place where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit local conditions and report {o
Headquarters. :

The political policy of the Association is to work for Reforms
through the Legislative Councils.

: The aims and ideals and work of the Association are en a religious
but non-sectarian basis.
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A MESSAGE!

Dear Friends,

To all who contribuled to my seventicth birthday celebration, January 9,
1929, I present my most cordial greelings. No one ever had quilte so unigue
and precious a birthday os I.  Unhappily, T was taken 110 the following day
and not a word af thanks have T been able to express to any one of wmy dear
[riends for mcssages 9 presents received; for recipes for good things te cat
sent in the form of an fateinational cook-book [rom mumerous countries; for

the memorial book of leiters from many, many friends; for the mary peckages
of dear flower seeds which woke wme waleh for the coming spring will enihu-

gigsm, ond for the emlock tree now growing in my gerden, the gift of the Infor-

nattonel Allivnce, 1 am cerlain to have an Inlerngtioned garden and fable for

which, deer frieads, many (harks, thanks, thanks.

Dear friends, one ond all. I love you dearly herause we worked fogethey
for «.great cause Lo which we gave owr common loyally. Pray ocerlook any
delay in acknowledging pour many kindnesses and forgive ny tardy repression

of gratitude.

Very cordially yours.

CARRIE CHAPMAXN CATT.
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Notes and Comments., L

Indian Labour Commission. »

We wrote in June issue that we were disappointed that no Indian
woman was chosen to be on this delegation. We have rcceived the
following letter from Mrs. Rustomji Feridoonji, the Honorary Secre-
tary of the All-India Women’s Education I'und, who sugieests the best
way of getting the women’s evidence and practical héﬂ) to the Com-
mission. She wriles:— ‘ ' ‘

“In the Notes and Comments in the Stii Dharmg of June oh the
Labour Conunission you comment on the absence of gn Indian woman

member.  All of ns feel this. The All-India Women’s Conference

has sent in a representation last April, and after the nahes were out,

“ind not seeing the name of any woman eonnected with Indian Labour,

I corresponded with our Chairwoman sud CrganisingsSecretary, and
at their request Mrs. Miles Irving aud I went and'saw the Hon’ble
Member in charge of Industries and Labour. We have reason to
believe that Annusya Behu whose name would have carried convie-

tion everywhere found herself unable to entertain the idea of serving

. on a Comrmission.

““The best way of remedying the faet that there is no Indian woman
on the Commission scems fo be to get sympathetic Indian ladies to
undertake to go thoroughly into the case of women labourers in every
centre of industry und then give evidence. The questionnaire will be
out svon, and on writing to the Sceretary of the Cdinmission he will
forward it te you. It will be a great thing if through your many
branches yon can get into touch with women who have been working
among labourers and getl some of those who have studied their con-
ditions in their districts to give cvidence, as only really
sound cvidence based on facts can carry weight. We have
suggested that the lady who gives evidence should be asked to accom-
pany the Commission when they are visiting the works and factories,
so that she may help in showing real conditions with which her evidence
dealt. The principal centres arc Caleutta, Bombay, Ahmedabad,
Sholapur, Nagpur, coal mines near Asansol and Dhanbad, Assam tea
gardens, the Dooars gardens, Amritsar, coilee plantations in the
Nilgiris and Coorg.
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“The All India Women's Conference is working tou, aund if W o
npomw and co-ordinate our efforty, we may be able to do something
T dyrcivred wieee VP
to improve thé lot of women and dxllduxu WOTLUK{,’ w Inausivies,

A Weman Vice-President.

Mrs. Dange, the wile of the Bombay Labour leader, has sueeecded
M. Hutelinson, who has been arvested and is befere the Meevat trial,
as Vice-Prosident of the Girni Kamgar Union. We are sure a woman
in that position will- help the needs of the *‘Kamgaris” ol the raills,
Sho will be able to 2o into the various maternity and chudd wellurs
benofils neeoss a;y i’z ¢ housing problems and arranging lov ‘Lm,%z,ff.--s,
for recreation und duc tion necessary for the workers in mulls,  We
wish her all sucees :

Prabuddbn Sivi.
We hvurtlh’ wdcomv {his new maguzine Prabuddin bh' (““The
Awankened Woman™) voieing the demands of 1110 women of Cevion for

their freedom.  This wmagasine for women ig in Fnglish, Siubalese and -

Tamil and ineludes news of women’s movewents ‘:lp'nuu!.u_m., t.hel:. woyld.
Ifirst issue (Hnglish scetion) nehades i—Short 'hisr;(,»:t'}’ uf the
Women s Frapchise Union; “Ourselves and others”™ by the Hdilor;
S How we are governed—I. The Liegislative Couneil’” by Mrs. A (L G
Wijeyekoon.
The first of 1 serics ol articles on Infant Management, Hygiene,
ete., by Dr. Mrs, Mary H. Hatnam, - .
_ The Union bhas also a question-hureau to solve *..hle ziiif;i’lﬁuhi&s:.«'
rogarding the care of the home, the health of the .}1}1113 education jrms'l
areers tor the girls and boys or any othier probicm that requires

Q

help.
“ peabuddha Stri,” quarierly, 50 cents a copy, Iis. : /,,,» BoTenr,
jncluding pestage,

Mixs Shamhumari Nebru congratulated by Chief Jastice.

Miss Shamkumari Nebru recently completed her appri:sn‘.,,if::.oship
under Sir Ie] Bahadur Sapru.  She has now commenced practice as
an advocate in the High Court of Allahabad and is the first and ouly
woman-lawyer in Northern India.  She argued her first case in a
murder appeal betore the Chief Justice und suceee ded in securing
acquittal for her clients. The Chiel Justice m.:nlphme’x}?.eq Migs
Nehru an her very able defence of the two men charged witin murder
which had convineed their Lordships of Ler arguments. We ulso
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

should like to congratulate our very able woman advoeate on her first
appearauce.

Married Studenis and Universities. .

The Punjab Universily has invited the opinion of the high schools
in the Punjab as to the desirabilitv of exeluding married students
under the age of 18 from the Matriculation and the S.8.7.C. Examina-
tions. We are glad to note that this University is eiving ‘moL.ﬂm. to
this question of early marriage. If all the Universities in India
could make some such rule how quickly the ma rv‘iagv age wonld be
raised for both hoys and girls! Thln question is so vital and there
are so many ways of doing away with this evil. Yet we find India still

“hound by orthodoxy and tradition and very few comparaiively have

the eonrage to brenk away {rom this age-long praetice.

Dedication of Girls t ¢ Temples,

We ave pleased to find that this (mv&‘nnn of dedication of girls
to temples is heing dlscussed in the Bombay Conneil. The Home
Member has said that this question is being earefully considered and
the necessury changes in the Penal (lode were under consideration.
We hope ‘this matter will be passed daring this session and will have
the support of each and every memher in saving the girvls frem a life

of degradatfion,

Reviews,

A Waowen of I'ndia, being tho life of Saroj Nalini, founder of
the Women’s Tnstitute movement in India, by @. S. Dutt, I.C.S., with
a foreword by Rabindranath Tagore.— \,‘m weleome this litile booklet
published by the Hogarth Press (priced Rs. 2) as it gives the life and
work of Sarej Nalini which will inspire those women whe are working
for the freedm of women in India. This ie a hiography of . a

remarkable woman, remarkable beeause she achieved such wonderful
organisation-so ecarlv in the history of the women’s movement. Her
name is well-known throughont \'orthern India and with the help of
this Hittle blography it will be a sonree of ingpiration 10 many a social
worker thronghout the land. Saroj Nalini had the burning desire to
uplift the women of her eonniry as aise the palriotie feohng necessary
to remain deeply attached to her Tndian enstoms and religion, ’

Rabindranath Tagore in his Foreword sa VS 1

“Ordinarily, when we look for the typical Bengali woman, we
think of one whoqo activities are confined within the four walls of her
home., It is by no means rare for a life enclosed within the limits of

a0
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a home and protected by a thousand safeguards to attain a certain
narrow ideal of its own. Tts scope is small, its demande ave few, and

its tests are comparatively less hard.

¢Qaroj Nalini lived most of her life in the midst of the erowd out-

side her home. Her life was not bonnded by her kindred. She had

oflen to perform the duties of a hosfess towards people not her own.
Her life’s work was not confined to the family cirele only; her home
sphere comprised many and varied elements. There were relatives
and friends, fellow-conntrymen and foreignervs, acquaintances and
strangers, Her relations with this large home-circle were rvendered
gracions through lier sweetness, and heneficent through her unselfish-
nese. Tt is amidst xuch surroundings that a woman’s life is nnt to its
real {est and finds its true expression. In her own life the home was
not sacrificed to society, nor society to the home., Ina porfect halanes
between the two lies the cerowning glory of her career.

¢In the present age our ideal is no longer that of the woman who

is only a honsewife and nothing more, but {he woman who works for

{he weal of home and community alike. It is no longer the woman
vineial eustom and

whose life is cast in the time-worn mould of pro

tradition that is most needed, but she in whom the sireams of intelleet
and emotion emanating from this vast universe are not hindered from
mingling in a deep and heautiful harmony. It is this ideal which we
find realised in Saroj Nalini’s life.”

Voice of Youtk, oflicial organ of the League of Youth, is edited
known social worker in

by Shrimati Rukmini Lakshmipathi, the well-k
M The first number is mauinly devoted to messages of congra-

Madras. st
tulations to the magazine from various well-known people in India,

We wish the journal a career of much usefulness.

The Nilairi Ladies’ Club.

The increasing popularity
Indian but as an All-India Hill
clarity one cardinal defect in
Club. Ootacamund is well supplicd from the point of vi
other Clubs and the reconstitution of thé Assembly Rooms
no douht served a very useful pu rpose,  But until the present season,
there was in Ootacamund no Club where Indian ladies could meet,
the large number of Indian Iadies of high families, who retain
The resnlt was that while ladies from many
visited Qoty, they had no opportunity of meet-
he monsoon afier-noong and evenings

of Ootacamund not only as a South
Qtation has shown np with inercasing
its amenities, the lack of a Ladies’
w of reerea-

tion with

espeeially
the Purdah custom.
different parts of India
ing onc another and very often t
must have scemed to them a dreary and tedious time.
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‘1\{@ L’(}q .
T'hie season howevay g adi 1 H
and tinder fhe s o ; aQ nunther of ladies have taken the initiative
alieg® ,‘1 he presidency of Her F:X(’,O”GIK’.V Vigeountess Goschen, a
I es” Clnb was inaugnrated. 7T a ".ﬂ/ A Podhusnter. 1
- » AU T atTed. A0y Rm‘: n T ] '}" Tl‘\ } i t
Femin : 7 ‘ ¥ b3 0V odhunter, the
,“,m H(ii‘r'n; Of: ]',l eiﬂpl‘(ﬂ(; and the Zemindarni of K 11m'1‘.‘amang"vhm
are Vice-Prosiden g, and the Honorarv S ari ¢ * o
o I s morary Seeretaries are Mrs
e, Mac i ] ‘ k { és are dirs, Cox and
’ OQOL.'{:!IJRH ; \Y}ll](’. Mrs. H. (3, Stokes is the Honorarv lre'icu‘:'er
'S a y 1w TwAs l‘ - 5 ; . e
I!) .!H ong with SIX ,udmn and Uns:h;:,h )ﬁ(}l(”-’ fo rin the T '\'Pe'ﬂﬁtl"
Commitiee of {i 7 A LAY
s ee .nf.the Clnh. The Club.is fonnded on g atrietly p“l‘d“l}l
2818, o £ H . oo o
s ,,}: ; nd is intended to be a moctine }‘)1{;:"(-‘ for ladies Indian and
Finmlicl N P ) . SRR TR
(_;u,., e li't\:]hme in-door and 8uf door games can be pL‘-}Vf’d ‘ { lclere
an he little doubt that in Ootacam i' b “hef
. . . At Jotacamund s H / as ¢ 1
vory hmsht Futnre. neh a Clab has hefore it a

Tharine the prosent sencan 1he A .

week at b, GI.VCY n?:;;};flj f}i:%]()(ll. ;}‘uf‘?hi}.’ meetings were held twice a
mangalam. - DBat while those idence of the Zemindarni of Kumara-
Suecbssful " is-' ()b;’i:; e ﬂlege meetings were both enjovable and
premises (,)f i‘i's own “';I 3{1 t the Club must shortly lannch out into
number is cc:r\zain' t'o i1 l ore m,.e_?l}'md." ever sixty members and thig
possible to reﬁf a s Jb}l}eas@ rapidly. It has been found almost im-
decided to ap eqf i‘yn{:1 le house and the Committee have therefore
The b“ﬂd'ina"g’r;elf(;;eegni:tf?; 1_1101 {\mrpo]s&: of itauilding a club house.
but 85 S0 muny of fhe o 70 3 ey claborate one fo hegin with
i, g’mugdgh;ggqfrh ;nqiﬂr?ﬁjﬁz)erzd\w‘;l o:)sliam;e ‘({1@ custom of purdah:
that the endire ench <t o s and carefully Iaid out. Tt is estimated
this ;][150117:1’?1 &g(gsilzﬂéammp}t to about a ]‘akh. of rupeee and it is for
Rani of Chellinad ';L.’Oml.n“‘t“"‘e Are now Issuing their appeal. The
generous dmmlﬁ(;;;t 0}‘1;’ already h(‘.’}ﬁi".d 'ﬂm subseription sl with a
Jadios mnst }-)e intcré %{et:.i 1(:,}000 and it is honeq that as very many
contribute with Oqual‘gene;}ogia qr(%];](:n((:, olh(-):s will come forward and
are ??r-ﬂuadod that there can '1;0 -nnl nﬁnr]«ntn :ti‘e’m esuinss fhie apneal
from the publicaninded. A’{mf ¢ alt m’:!ti;‘ nl_;rr?xe v:y(;rthy ‘of support
such a Club would confer and s 4 Lopetlier irom the social benefits
as the finest hill.station i ‘I( its offeet in further popnlarising Ooty
manent educative raon an ndia, there are to he considered the mer-

tealive value of such an institution and the part it izlmst

Cnlaw (it { 3
play (the part whict n be play ]
1 ch can be played only by such an institution) in
4

. - . -

Donations shoul y T |

1ons should he sent to {}

: 1¢ Honorar R o .

Tadies” Olub, ‘“Rockport. " Ootacems orary Treasurer, The Nilgiri

gratefully acknowledwod ’nml '1"]]'; : gz‘u(io All sums received will be
1y acx Clge a hs donors ang rinti :

be published in the press. s and subseriptions will
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Declaration of Gepeva,

-International Consress en Child Wellare.

" By the present declaration of the rights of the child commonly
known as the “Declaration of Gencva® men and women of all nations
recognising that mankind owes to the child the best that it has to
give, declare and aceept it as their duty that, beyond and above all
conziderations of race, nationality or ereed:—

‘ 1. The child must be given the meuns requisite for its normal
development, both materially and spiritnally.

2. The child that is hungry must be fed; the child that is sick
must he nursed; the ehild that is backward must be helped; the delin-
quent child must be reclaimed; and the orphan and the waif must he
shaltered and suecoured.

3. The child must he the first {o receive velief in {imes of dis-
tress. ‘

4. The child must be pnt in a position to earn a livelihoad and
mnst he protected against every form of e‘zplnltaﬁon

5. The child must be brought up to the consciousness that its
ialents must be devoted io ihe serviee of its fellowmen,

Tf every Tndian parent conld seriously consider the ahove ideal
of the place of the child, what a_rmnmmmed country Indis would

be!

Mrs. Chapman Catt.

Women of India, we ave sure, will he happv to receive a messoge
of thanks from Mrs. Chapman Catt to the various gifts and messages
she ree ewod on her 70th birthday. Mrs. (‘hapmfm Catt was for
20 vears President of the Infernational Women Suffrage  Allianee
which she found in 1962. Mrs. Chapman Catt has endeared horself
with her ecapable managemeni of affairs and her sincerity to many
thousands of women all over the world. Feminist owe her a deep debt
of gratitude, so indeed do all men and women.

Mrs. Dhanavanti Rama Rae.

The Conference of the British Commonwealth Leagne was much
interested in the account of what the Tndian women are doing given
bv Mrs. Rama Rao, the wife of the Depuly Seeretary {o the Finance

Department of the Government of India, who is now in London serv--

ing with {he Simon Commission, Most of the delegates at the Con-
4306

.

- Mrs, Rama Rao’s recogd ui the Indian women q wmk W

NOTES AND COMMENTE

ference read their speechies but Mre, Ruma Rao preferred fo addvess
ex tempure. ‘

The Manchester Guardian after numing her ““a beaufiful woman”’
wrote that “‘in her riehly colonred native cosinme she looked like the
symbolic¢ figure of young Indian womunhood and she {fold of so much
that had already beeun achicved, that her hearers were enthusinstic,
and one affer another delegales from different parls of 1% Fmpire
rose lo congratulate her.”’

An Australian lady said “‘Her speecel hay been a revelation {o us
and it has made us feei more than ever before onr kinship with the
women of Indin.”

“I am speaking for the New Zealand deleg
their admirmwu, ‘sald a woman frem W v}h

&
P

as they had themselves done nothing like that,

Mrs. Rama Rao had u:rp}ained that the women's movement was
now definitely estabiiched and ovganised throughout ludia,  Only
a very small number of In lz i women were educated according fo
present day standards, bul Juri ing the last few years ﬂ!f.!.:é% WOmaen
had become wide-awake to the uwecessity of deing all they eould for
their sisters and of altering muny cusioms that were baged not on
religion but on ignorunee pud superstition.  She told about the work
of the Indian Women’s Association, with its scventy-live or eighty
branches throughout ludin, and how it was encouraging great nump-
bers of women Lo abttend meetings where necessary reforms were dis-
cussed, and they were asked to form their own epiniens,  Mys, Hao
touched on the work of innnmerable small m‘gaulzf.n&.mas, ench {rying
in its own way to enlighten (mq educate public opinion, She asked
her andience when they heard ol child-marriage, the purdal systom,
and similar eustoms that haudicapped Indian women fe remember
that these social evils weve not common to the whole of Indix bot ondy

b

to seetions of the communily in some pluces. Much disgust was relt,

she contiuued, by progressive women becanse tho ,?h_ld Maternity
Bill had been put off, and put ofl for two and a bhalf years.

“We feel that if women had been allowed o take parl in promot-
ing the passage of that Bill,” swid Mrs. lao, “1L \"uulu have gone
thwu b easily.  When the L*H was passed, a grest deal must be
done to educate the people. Legislution was a great means of educat-
ing them on social questions, and the women were prepared fo do the
spade work and carry on the propagenda. The women s committees
Lad very definilely expressed their cenviction that the age of consont

u“
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should be raised. "They had pressed for a hill on those lines, Why,
the—, should the Government have thought 1t necessary o sob up d
Commission on the question to tour through Indix, s spending Inkhs of
rupees that could have heen used for education? We have been suf-
fering beeause the wrong m*stcm of education has Dbeen imposed o
the girls in our schools. The system, taken mainly from: Tinglish
schools, suits the boys well enough, but 1130 same currieulum sud eourse
of studies have been introduced into girls” schools,  We want & system
better adapted for girvls.”

In coueluding, Mrs. Bao suid “Women are fryi ing hard fo organise
a body of trained women who would go into the heart of the eountry
and teach the people how 'to improve their condilions. We are not
prepared now to talk about our sentimental past. We are onlv look-
ing at what now exists and trying to make the fulure ne ;ng.lc.\:t"iwuus HE
our past.” '

“"A

Weman Motorist breaks World’s Tteceord.

Fitg ., - h ‘e a2 N . o ‘i PSS R - g N . )
Thi: Hon. Mrs. Vietor Bruee, the Laglish woman metorist, pe-

complished to-day what no other woman in the world has ovor done,
by driving a motor-car single-handed for 24 continuons hours, and

covering "UH ng that time more thay 2,200 miles at an averuge speed
of 90 miles un hour.
The previous record was held by Eidridge, with an average speed

~of 73 miles an hour.

When she had finished, Mes. Bruen had also broken the world’s
a'ecmd for the greatest non-stop run by a single-hauded driver. Thig
record was formerly held by Mr, Thomas Gilletie.
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India’s triamph at the Berlin Condress.

nk
A Lertrr rros Mes, Daaxavants Rarra Rao, CHAIRWOMAN oF THE
Wouew’s Inpiany Associatsn DreLication To THRE Brruin Coxngrrss.

This is a joini lefter as it is geing 1o give you only International

onference news. We are in Berliu af Iast! We arrived here on the
1]t’z having {eft London in a parly of 30 women on the 10th June.
Mrs. Imurdméa Mre, Matthai  and my worthy self formed the
Tudian element of the pariy and did enjoy ourselves—at least I did.
Very soon affer our srrival here we began to meet the delegates. of
other countries—40 heing represenfed—and to attend the meetings of
the vartops Commiitees that had to present .resolutions before the
Congress which was meeting only on the 17th. T sat on the Family
Allowances Commitiee, the Nationalily of the Married Women Com-
mittee, and the a_,ommitf,cn on the work in enfranchised countries.
They were very ‘i i was the firsli tmme I was
present at a discnssion of infvrnational affairs. There are present
herve all the great women whe have foughl in the women’s cause for
the past 25 years and move, fromwm every country and it is so encourag-
ing to see their spew-white heads forming the background for t]w
workers of the present day. Mrso € 01be)t Ashby, the President, i
one of the ablest women heve and seems popular with every section.
Since the 17th, the date fhat saw the bezinning of the Conference,
she has condueted the proceedings of the Conlerence very ably indeed.

The proceedings are it Gorman, Freveh and Enelish, three of which
ool ¥ o= 2
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Mrs, Ashby speais fluenily, We had zo many engagements in Berlin

—sitiings of the Congress all day, lunches, teas, evening parties and
excursions all fivied in wherever possib e-——thdt we dashed about from
place to place scarcely findivg time to set one’s mind to writing long
lettors. But better late {han never—the old motto will heh) me
through. To contiune from where 1 left. off ucarly three weeks ago
Kamala Devi, Mrs. Napidu and a friend of Kamala’s—a gul
from Punjab, Miss Ramakrishna—who is a student in Paris, arrived
Just a day before the opening of the Congress so thal we were six Indian
delegates, 1o the Subjects Unminitlee we played a very small part but
naturally—as the advance¢ probiems facing the women of other
nations do not touch India as yel, besides Indm has no individuality of
her own as a nation, She was constantly being swept up with Great
Britain—a degrsded appendage. Really it is at internationul fune-
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tions of this nature that we realise how humiliating is our state, Tinv
specks ike Tecland and Jugoe Slavia reeeive consideration an uations
with independent eonsultations and we—tremendous Tndia—ean claim
no real siatus as a natien!! In the Congress proceedings oo we
played a very unimportant part. Only when the Britivh delegation
put up a reselution with regard fo the minimom age of marringe which
they recommended should be 16 for Doth givls and boys did we zet an
oppuxtmut\ ui sending in an amendment asking for 16 for girvls and
18 for bovs! 1 spoke ou the Jn\(\ndment on 1‘\\0 suceessive duys. On
th(\ first day the resolution in view of the amendment and what 1 had
suld to support it was referved hack to the Equul Moral Standard
Clommiliee for further cmsideraﬁuu The next day it was taken up
again and the Chairwoman of {he Commitiee unnounced thal she was
sorry they could not change it fo suit the amendment. 1 was asked to
speak again. A member of the Kqual Moral Sandard Committee said to
me Hmt this International Clongress was making recommendations for
all the countries forward and backward, bul my argument was that we
Indian women considered 14 and 18 the minimum for a hackward coun-
try like ours—were prepared to accept 16 and 18 and work towards
the formation of public opinion along these lines. However, 1 made
whal was considered a {airly stroug speech and said that T, a represen-
tative of a backward oriental nation wmongst whom the practice of
Child Marriage existed in parts, still stood for the higher age because
the women of my country had worked for the last three years and were
working to have a law made to that effect. A resolution such aus that
proposed by the British delegation would be ruinous to the splendid
work that had bheceu done by our Women’s Associations in India and
we could never subseribe 1o it and so on and so forth. Mrs. Rathbone
( Jdberal AL P.) asked me a question in public and wanted an answer
in public—Whether it was not {rue that Sarda’s Bill said 12 for girls
and 16 for boys. I was so glad to squash this idea in pnbhv -uui to
assent that the ages of his Bill were 14 and 18—1 am glad fo sav that
our amendment was carried by a huge majority—the whole of the
British delegation voting against it!! It really was a great vielory

and we had congratulations poured on us from 1'0p1'bwnmm'cb of a
orcal many nations.  One of the British women came up and in eon-
gratulating me said she was sorey-however a difference in age helween
men and women has been established by one ameundment ])(’3!1!;.'} aceept-
ed.  She wanted oqv'thtv in all thmg.:. So 1 told her thal we counld
not claim equality in matters where nature and physical and psyeho-
logieal development established a difference belween boys and girls.

After thai L was put up for the membership of the Board—uominated
by cight ox vine countries. Unfortunately Hungary proposed Mrs.
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Naidu’s name toon; she knew nothing of this till most of the voting
papers had gone in and naturally ﬂw vote for the Indian delegate
got split. 1 mlled to get in by just three votes—and had eondolences
from Mrs. Corbett Ashby and a great many others. So much for the
(longress.  While in Berlin we were taken round to sec a great many
of their social service instilutions, homes for the aged, creches—-
homes ‘for the children of unmarried mothers—hosiels for the night
for those who were destitute and homeless, ete,, all most. wonderfully
well equipped and excellently managed. This inspeetion engendered
in our hearts a desire to help our country in like manner and a shame
and sorrow that so little was heing done in this direction, What im-
pressed us greatly was the great aliention that was being paid
the health and uevelopmuﬁ of the rising generation. The wonderful
physical enlture schools and colleges, the dancing and open air life,
full of exercise and limb-play caleulated to improve the vitality and
vigour of the nation as a whole are enviable. Yeoung men and women,
in as seanty a clothing as can be imagined, performing the most diffi-
cult feats of strength with the ;;‘mtu‘r eaze possible, No self-con-
seionsness at all could we trace in the freedom and graceful play of
secaniy clothed bodies and hare limbs,

-

We saw Charlootenburgh and Potsdam, Dresden and Mainx. Then
we went down the river Rhine whose boanhiu\b iks are covered with
the well-renowned vinevards and majeslic ruined castles so famed.in
history--in a river steamer up to Cologne—all the University towns
along the banks of the Rhine—where crowds of uneonventional men
and women students mostly in bathing costumes were either bathing or
boating and alwavys receiv od a hear ty cheer and a friendly hand-waving
from them. TFrom (‘ologne we went on by {rain to Ostend and thence
across the Chamel to Dover arriving in London after three weeks of the
moest enjoyable touring aud cduentive congressing that we have ever
had.  We saw the opera in Berlin and also in Dresden and enjoyed it
very much.  The Indiau delegates were” most popular in Germany. 1
suppose becanse of our dress and our complexions! They kuow more
about India in Germany, ahout Tagore and Gandhi, about our literature
and philosophy than they do in England. They admired our digni-
fied ways and traced our ancient culture in our faces! They were
unconventional arkl so friendly. They showered private hospitality
on us till we felt most embaua%cd espeecially on Achamma (Mrsa.
Matthai) and myself. We stayed tonuher af the same hotel and when
we were too tired and weary—for excessive goodwill and hospitality
too can fatigne ono—we fell on each other’s neck and rested. I am
sure you are quite tived with this long long acéonnt of our deings in
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Germany and hefore you gel stiff with boredom, let me ch
topie.

angn the

Sinee my arvrival in England T am beginning to be recognised as

a professional lecturer!!! T had no ambitions that way bul the honowr

g being foreced on me—1T have spoken at a dozen places alveady and
very morning, almost, the post brings more requests. T am so tired
of it and T have already said all that is to sayv abont the women's move-
ment in India. T have just begun to decline and make exeuses for not
being able to oblige and honour them. -On the 19th T am going {o ¥
having promised to speak there. Let us go back to Berlin again for
one moment, You know 1 suppose that the Internationnl Movement
for Peace—World Teuce {We will have 1o give np quarrelling with
our husbands, for T believe it involves domestic peace too) is rvapidly
gaining ground in the West, The question does not of eonrse divectly
affect us as we have no power over our foreign poliey, bul still we
were asked to partivipate in a great Peace demonsteation in Berliv
at the opening of the Congress. We insisted on our flag being recog-
nised (the flugs of all countries were placed on the platform behind
the speakers throughout the Congress) and sirange to say, they said
they would. We raised question late the night before the flag pro-
cession and when the President said ““Yes’ we sat up that night
i1l 2 a.. and stitched three pieces of silk, red, green and white strips
of sarecs really, together and handed in our “Flag’ the next day
and received official recognition of the flag of India!

i

s}

At the Peace Meeting—a public meeting—DMrs. Naidu made a
wonderful speech showing how impossible World Peace was unless
India was freed from the iron hcel of the congueror, cte., cte., chears
—prolonged cheers! a great hit for Indin, especially fer Tudia’s Peet-
Cess.  The Peasee demoustration en the last day of the Congress was a
remarkable performance, a small playlet written showing the effcels
on the nation of another war—the fear of the gas war—ferrible in the
tragic intensity of feeling. We were torn with a sense of the horrorg,
the sorrows, sufferings and terrvible consequences of such a disaster,
So terribly, that teurs streamed down the faces of every individaa
in the audience of thousauds and our hearfssuffered awful agony.
Before this play, a represenfative of every country came out on the
stage and in the glare of the single shaft of brilliant light nssociated
herself aud her conntry with the desire for World Peace. "
again played her part remarvkably welll T am sorry L can dse
it well enough to vou. it is so much easier to tulk abont it all than to
write.
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PRAINAPARAMITA

This is a picture of Prajnaparamita, sometimes called the Shakt_i or feminine
principle of Adi-Buddha, the Supreme Being of Mahayana B,uddhlsm. In th‘c:
statute, the figure is seated crossed-legged, ' turning the w heel ?f the Law,
and is distinguished by that calm, serenc beauty, so noticeable in Javanese

sculpture. It dates from the middle of the fourteenth century.

Reproduced by hind permission from New India.



The Psychology of the Orthedox.
v Dn. 8. 8. Gawpaeges, M.A. (Havvard), ran, (Kel).

South India is distingnished for its orthodoxy. Auy movement
for reform has met here with much opposition and of late the opposi-
tion is becoming dogged and unreasounable. The intellectuals of
Southern India have mostly either distinguished themselves in law
or have gone the way of érthodoxy. The orihodox man is a study
and yvet any amount of study will not reveal him. He is like the pro-
verbial eat that falls on ii's‘;‘feet evervtime it falls. Ile falls too; but
always on Shasirie grounds!

The four varnes according to him in one mood cmbody a fine,
workable prineiple of divigion of labour. The »arnas determine the
profession as also the profession determines one’s varna. Hence
it was that ancient India never knew strikes or lock-outs! But if
yvou patiently point out that a Brahmin is most often found as bank-
broker or studying in an agricultural college or again as a police
constable, a Sudra as a college professor and teacher of Brahmin
boys and worst of all a learned Brabmin pandit giving evidence on
oath in the witness-box before an ‘nntouchable’ judge, then he ex-
plains carefully that, profession or no profession, caste is determined
by birth. He wants to eat his cake and have it too. »

Seientists with all their knowledge and achievemen! do not claim
to run the solar system. Bul it is left to the orthodex Brahmin to
claim that his proper performing the ‘Sundya’ helps the Sun to rise
every morning and that he rescnes the Sun from a disagreeable situa-
tion during solar eclipse!(’]‘hcre is nothing strange than that he
should believe in a positive hell if his danghter is not married before

~her age of puberty. All things, and in this category he includes hig
wife. his daughter, his son, his cow and the untouchable who tills hig
soil and gives him bread, are to him like pawns in a game io be
moved about or sacrificed just as is necessary for his ultimate object-
ive.  This heartless materialism he ealls spiritoality) Burning faets,
which earry convietion to the ordinary man with no sach religious
complex, leave him cold. His mind and heart” are east in a. rigid
religious frame and are frozen to all hman eonsideration= 5 Child
wives, before him, around him apd in be awn household may dic in
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agony unable to bear the strain of motherhood and even when living
~may be more dead than alive; but it is all the result of their past
karma, The flower of the land may die young lacking the life i anul@e
to sustain them) but statistics have no meaning for him and he is
wilfully ineapable of rracing a result to its cause,

He tatks by the yard about the sublime nature of the union be-
tween man and wife. Marriages, according fo him, are deerced in
Heaven and nothing should be done by man to interferve with that
divine order. If, by this, you suppose that he shows his wife the
ordinary courtesy which ho shows fo his friend, not to speak of her
being the ohject of his first eare and affection, you are entirely wide of
the mark. The average Hindu hounsehold, guided as it is by arthodox
tenets, shows seant fespeet to its women as respeet is understood in
the civilised world. \She is indeed very necessary for him in his nume-
rous rites and eeremonies plewubod by the Hindu religious code and
vet this very necessary objeet enjoys litile freedom or respeet. Her
actions and her thonwhh are all set for her and the least show of
independence is resented.)

From the orthodox standpoint divorce is unthinkable; but be
does not loyally abide by his own rule. He can and very often does
divoree his wife and it i the woman that suffersy Among the virtues
that hie freely elaims veeiprocity is certainly not one. However much
he may protest that baek of him, there is divine sanction, his life reveals
in unmistakable manner that his laws are devised by the most selfish
and grinding instinet ever known to man.

/Nothing of late voars has %hown him up so completely as hig alti-
tude towards the Devadasi Bill. Tlere is an institulion sanetifying
viee, claiming and getting an }mnoured place in the temple.  The
concourse of devadasis in a templ@ is an attraction for it, if not the
greatest.  And what for plou» people require sueh a e]n:.‘s of people
of admitiedly bad repute in a plaw of worship no saue persen can
anderstand.  Its diveet influence in eorrupting the morals of .oo;mty
is great indeed and its unseen influence on the thought and emotions
of the young and growing generation is greater stilll Ifvom the
temple devadasi to the strect pr ostitute in towns and cities is &n easy
glide and yel how often do the orthodox pandits blame the city for
corrupting the \outh If you bring in a bill to do away with thie
instituiion the orthodox man pleads his eternal cxense---his uhmon

The sacred hooks sorely teach that all life is divine and all are
sparks of the divine flame and yet somehow the ‘nntouchable’ has
jumped out of the divine fold!  Though physiology aud stafisties
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may class him as a human being, he is worse than anything we kuow.
In urban areas he does the eleaning work which is despised by the
higher elasses: in rarel parts he tills the soil and feeds the poyula-
{ions but nowhere he gels what one may regard as eommon justice.
He lives under impossible conditious with no water in summer and
scant proteelion from raju and cold in winter and execept during har-
vest seasons he barely makes enough to muke both ends meet, the
whole family working. He is not wanted in the strects and on the
highways and the very air he breai’hes, he may cven feel, is not his
own. {The shastras preciaim the orthodox school, say in clear aceents
that the position of the nntonchable like the fate of the child-wife is
ordained and that there is no escape from this. The shastras once
said in cqually clear aceonts that “Sati” was ordained and a man-made
law upset this divine 'unaugemem Sinee then the world has gone
happier with the widows, * Tt may be uccessary again to scrap another
‘divine Jaw’ to release the untouchable

The ortliodox school is to be found in every rveligion entrenched
behind rites, dogmas, ceremonies and so-called divine laws. It has
ever been a stumbling block in the path of progress. Buf nowhere
has orthodoxy been so thoreugh and manipulative in its creed as in
Hindu India and the orthodox man, be it remembered, is found not

only among Brahmins bat also among zll classes of non-Brahmingy

The solution is to nnily all castes and the stumbling block disappears.
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say that nothing and nobody should make the educated woman for-
sake her place as a true citizen. (’F]w right fraining of children, and
the cave of a home demand the whole attention of a woman,—she may
or mav not have time for active civie Life, but she should never turn
a deaf car to fhe eries of the outer world.) A husband and children
need not entail a complefe submersion of the intelleet; nay, rather,

family life, being the nataral life, should quicken the senses of the

mothe), dl]d help her to inspire hm household with the spirit of ser-
vice, “with that sympathy and understanding of life that makes trife
friendship possible, and with a keen interest in the right relation of
individuals and nations. Fvery ““Professional Woman’’ finds it to
her interest to keep abreast of ber times, and 1 fail to see why she who
has adopted the greatest of all professions, and is striving {o he what
God primarily minnded for her—the true home-maker, should alone
gink her individuality, and become but a poor shadow of what she was
when she first left the ranks of intelligent spinsterhood. *“The Child
“is Father of the Man,”” savs \‘\;ﬁdn\\m{l,. and, realising this, « the
mother should, above all other women, keep her mind alive.  Children
must grow up, must learn for j/?mm.seh e, and take their places among
~the men and women of fo-motrow, but it makes all the difference Lo
the tfuture of the next genor: .'1/1011 if the mothers of fo-day fit themselves
to go with their ehildren ifito the unknown. {The “TFreest’’ woman,
if I mny use such a term, is she who has the wisdom to guide her child
intellectually and rorally as well as {o wuard him from bodily ills,
and, to do this, she must work out her own eode of {reedom first, and
throw off the fetters of iguoravce and superstition, prejudice and
spiritnal blindness.). .
It is fatal for a womsan not to realise that she may fall behind
the times, and, to be useful to her community, each one must make a
continual and determined effort to keep up with things, even the
married woman whose day can so easily be ahsorhed by a tlousaud
and one small but important daties. The active-minded girl of nine-
teen who married in 1909 and made her aim and end a passive domes-
tieity need not wonder that her daughter of to-day %pewk‘ a different
language of freedom from that her mother knew We, in our turn,
will e ont of date with our ideas and ideals of fr redom, and lose
touch with onr emancipated children of the futurce unless we opeu
wide the windows of our minds 1o the free currents of public opinion
and contemporary literature. Ireedom itselt i immutable, but its
interpretation varies willh place, with civcwunstance and {ime. .
Lest 1 be misunderstood when I uvge & mavried woman to consider
her home no impediment to the growih of her mind, and to her free-
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dom T am not advocating the methods of the "'=lhn|, hut rather hybrid
band of feminists who seck to eomhine ihe life and privileges of a
woman with those of a man. (Having‘ chosen the eomparative seclu-
sion of married life they vet burn to forsake the tiny andience ot the
home to speak in public and expound their views on the greater nlat-

form of the crowd.\ The woman who has a message for the world

will find & way to deliver it—whether it be through her own or her
children’s mouths. }uxpenenf-o must be enlarged and k nm"edge widened
for the heifer training of a child, but in ovder to gain these things,
home Iife should not suffer. @hn who has no time to guide her child-
ren cannot be the right person to serve the world) '

Tdueation is the quickest way 1o freedom, but not the ouly one--
by many aud devions paths have the nations of the world been led to
personal and . political {reedom, and by as many ways shall we, the
women of India, come into our own.  The lamp of truth is set high for
all to sec, shedding its rays on the highway of freedom—Ilet us each
take heart, and look there for encouragement in failure, for enhearten-
ment in strife. So, with eves ready fo sce the needs of the world,
with hands readsy to serve in the hnmblest ways, with hearts open
to undersiand -and torgive everything in ourselves and others, we
shall tread, each her appoiuted path, and, eut and bruized though we
be, in forgetiulness ot self, we shall find true freedom.
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The Berlin Congress. .

For the first time the Congress has been held in an enfranchised
counfrv. Two of the main reasons which counlributed to Germany
being chosen as the place of meeting were, firstly, that it was felt it
wounld -be a valuable expenience for women of the unenfranchised
conntries 1o see the effeet of the franchise on the general status of
women—and German women who have had the vote since 1918, have
sinee then had 35 members in the Reichglag—and, fecondly, ag the
original Clongress was held in Berlin, it seemed particularly sunitable
to celebrate the Jubilee of the Alliance there,

The general atmosphere was flatteringly sympathetic. The Press
was mniversally favourable; the reporters were insatiable.  They
besieged delegates for interview and took verbatim reports of the
disenssions, and were hoth interested hy the underlying ideals of the
Allianee and Impressed hy its organisation. The unofficial audience
largelv outnumbercd the delegates. Members of the Youlh Move-
ment, Jugendbeweeung, who were holding their Congress at the {ime,
were {hieve each day in hundreds, a hopefnl sign for {he fature, and
the Women’s Movement in Germany. Fven more importani was the
attitunde of the Ministers of State and theiv wives, The nnoflicial
receptions such as Frau Stresemann’s Garden Party given to delegates,

might have been prompted merely by generous traditions of hospital-

ity, but their presence at the meetings of the Congress showed their -

real interest in the work of the Alliance, and that they keenly
appreciated the value of the work which women voters and citizens
conld do for the furtherance of {he cause of peace and for definite
practical reforms of natioual and international importance.

The Jubilee note was struck af the Board’s Reception to the
Delegates on the eve of the official opening of the Clongress.  TPioneers
of the Woman’s Movement from all countries were present to do
honour to the twentv-fifth Anniversary of the Alliance—-Miss Furuh-
jelm (Finland), Dr. D. Aletta Jacobs (Holland), I'ru Asmundsson (Iee-
land), Dr. Helent Lange, Dr. Reginer Dentseh and Fraun Heyman
(German), Miss Rosika Schwimmer (Hungary), and Mrs. Pethick
Lawrence (Great Britain) were of the company. Messages were sent
to Mrs. Chapman Catl and to Dame Millicent Faweett.  The connec-
tion with the first Berlin Congress was emphasised by the presenti-
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tion of commemorative gifts to the pioneers by the children of ¥ran
Riecke, who had herself at the age of five, as the danghter of the Ober-
kungermeister of Berlin, presented flowers to the leaders in 1904

- The opening session on Monday morniny in the g‘.-;rpa" Staatliche
Gestsale was a remarkable proof of the enthusiasm felt in Berlin on
the occasion of the first large international Congress to take place
there since the war separated the nations of the world, The delegates
were officially we ]wmed by the German Government, and alt hmla;;
the Gesisale can hold 4,000 people, hundrads of wonld-he &
em,H not gain admission, The President, who was enthusi
recolved, opened the Congr Hf - Reichmi

er .qa'—’-v(n’ing
of 1lhe movem
WoTe:

ed with a speech which
Tivi 5;,

.

¢ tou groap of

r o Yormalls polife
veleome o politieally
me was }ofns, and infen
absence.  Mrs, Twouls Slade
the affilinted munh'};s :uz-'é
nnder the banner of (he Alli:
operation. After a momoeni's
Miss Fornhjelm, of Norway, told the story of pos S8,
stones on our way, and Frau Adele Hehreiber clos e@ thﬂ proceedings

with special reference to the one in 1904,

enee o

One of the
with the 7

siis meehuﬂ'
mlu in ﬂn? L*:mﬂ \7(‘1(‘17111']“,\. WS 20 engi \1‘7\* ‘n{vn m‘i that two over-
flows had {o be arranged, spenkers were drawn from {(he ereat meeling
and taken with rhﬁ'i-'ull" throngh the erowds, a l)lzz’imm was impr{;
vised ont of un iron garden table. Tn the Lehrervervichuns an in-
teresting film was shown of the w ork of Women Police. The faet
that Women Police attended irom ali parts of Cermany on official
leave showed the importance nt’t:‘u:]zed to this heanch of the activities
of the Uongress.

On Tuesday, the official business of ﬂ a (,m;sgwe 5 T
deration of the reports of the different org;
public was banished from the floor of the

G

.
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A zhhr me afing on “Wha! Woman's c.n Hrago 1i‘:’“%" fwmn;rmx;"ii”
i v in the Relchistng n bipn of

,,-..J

of Crecho-Slovakia, 31{\-'1;-}": o whio‘v has
P'ﬁ"}‘aﬂ]“"‘:- sent representatives, aud several woni-
ffii aiso spoke.  This meeting waa packed, the ymmg
I 3 dem. at the elose it was almost fmpoasible for the
5 to pass through the thrangs who were wailing oulside o
cheer H‘ee members g8 they eame out, : -

On Weduesday the Congress eontinned the eopaideration of the
reports of the different Committees. Tn the evening the dMinister of

PO}'“WI Affaive and the Minisier for the Tuterior we e o Reception in

the hall of the Zoological Gardens, the delegates Leing received by

Herr Carl Severing.  As usnal the German people proved delightful -

- hostg, theve was music provided by some of the leading members of

the Opera House, a film was shown demonstrating the work of women
in art, well-known artists drew aud modelled, aud an interesting dis.
play of physical training was given by a group of giris,

The work of 'Fi.ar dav was somewhat impeded by ﬂw question of
the eleetion of wembera of the Bo,n’( but fhe consideration of the
Report of the (‘mm ttees tﬂmuhl“d

That evening there was a g‘ala performance at the Siate Opera
House “Unier den Linden’’ by invitation of the Prussian Landthg.
The opera given was Mozart’s Marriage de I'igaro, a brilliant reuder-
ig. The andience inclided some of the mostz distinguished citizens
of Berlin, acting as hosis for the Govm’fmu-en{. S

iy
Y

Ou Friday ;‘['q\ Ruth Morgan m' ssided at a Peaece Meoting which
had an audienestof four thousand punpic, and hundreds more Hstened

in adjncent ha H to a hroadeast of the speeches.  Hevr Wirth attend-

‘edl on hehalf of the German Foreien Office, Dame Racho] Crowdy, fer

s

the League of Nation’s Seervetarial, and Count "Bernstorfl for the
Feague of Nation’s Union. Dr. Gertrude Bawmer gave an admirabie
address of rgreeMag, and Mrs. Bakker van Bosse made an ahle and
eourageous .spuoch.

F}atmddv was g devoted to ihn winding up of unfinished business of

whiel {here wad a good deal. A Tuncheon was given by the Deuts scher

Stadetag to the delegates, Tn the afternoon the election results were
announced and voles of thanks were passed to all {hose who had helped

to make -the (nnc-xeqs an outstanding suceess.

Tu the evening there was a Youth Demonsiration in the open air
at the ‘“nmﬁm‘um This introdneed the delogaies to a new type of
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publie—the Youth of Germany. Young men and maidens sang old
German folk songs, and danced to the accompaniment of a fiddle. The

.setting was most cifective, the audience guzed with rapt attention

at an allegory of the peace of this world as it iz and as it will be.

On Sunday there wag another Peace demonsiration held in (he
Volkeshuhne, the People’s Theatre, u fine sefting for the sincere and
simple speeches which were delivered affer a dramatic interlude show-
g the horrors of war and the blessings of peace, arranged and
acted by woerking class arfists.

;;;'i“"e*" io delegaies

and Berlin and 11&

in
)h lhni “41

the ;‘d:‘! plased by ‘iﬂo President of the
Jnug;fu;;,", 311?:. Cur het t Lh: v, who, in addition to exeiting admiration

fo hx:%r .u?‘-;‘ii’-" }'n }n'- ofticial cavacitv n..:d A1 eNOTIOUS PRrso onal sue-
' od by

but ﬁen \te in ol (‘un"t s dizappointing. f«-:v 1re !h\» mf'('"lt

of Hwme, space and }ﬂllgil:—&gt& to be overcome? Time: a Congress hai—
ing a week cannol discuss adequately the resolutions of ten Commiltees.
Space: in erder to hold the full munber of delegates the hall must he
large, on the olher hand, when the ati Leng dance small, the empty
benches preve. fatal to the specches, - translations seem
to ke a necessary evil, hut inferest inevitably elackens when two are
given. The adopled syslew at the Paris Clongress of open comwmittee
meatings resulted in poor atlendance at the Congress. Closed com-
mittees in Berlin eaused lurger attendunce in Copgress, but the diffi-
culties of time, space and language prevented the reaping of full

advantage. Must the work be done, next time, in sections (public)
with 2 lull zathering only for general endorsement or formal fune-
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Berlin Condress,

June 1722, 1429,

RESULUTIONS ADOPTED.

‘The resolutions haye bren arvanged as {follows: (1) Stafement of
Policy; (2) Suftrage, &% being tpe first aim f)i’ tie ;\lha_nee; (:}) (,jom-
mitiee Resolutions in chronological ovder of the establishment of the
(Clommittees; (4) Geueral Resolutions.

3

Y. fe-sramesent oF Pouicy.

’ Sleventli Congress of the luiernational Alliance of” Women
for Suffrace and kqual Citizenship reaffirms its steadfast belief in
the pxrindyﬁés which have guided its programine and work for 20 years
and re-states them as follows—

1. Woman Suffrage. . o

'Ihe Congress instructs the Board of the Alliance to inform all
unenfranchised self-governing States of iilg fact thal women arve now
entranchised on cqual terms with men in 25 nations with unquestioned
advaniage to the men, the women and the putions concerned, and to
urge the enfranchisement ol woulen i Lhc.x:ﬁ'.‘ﬂitates in order that
“government by tlc paglople” may everywlhere include all the peopile.

9. Peuce and the League of Nalwns.s ' o

The Congress declares that-il is the dutly (')1' the women uf all
patious to work for fviendly international relittions, to demand the
substiution of judicial methods fov thuse of forge, and to promote
the conception of human solidarity as snperior o, racial or national

solidarity; That the enlrauce of women into political-life is necessary

to promole the cause ol peace; That this peace should be based on a
League of Nations, whicl, leaving cach natpon its autonomy and 1its
llbe;ty of aclion, establishes a lasting harmony between peoples.

e g 3 .
3. Economic Rights. .

The Congreés, realising thal economic negessitios and the desire

aud right of woisen to work and o secure Lor themselves the means of
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life, has made them important and irreplaceable factors in production,
demands: That 2! g enues of work should be vpen to women and that
education for professions aud trades should He available for worsen on
the same terms as for men; That all professions and yposts in the
publie serviee should be open to men and women, with equal opportun-
ities for advancement; That women should receive the same pay as
mett for ihe same work; That the vight to worl of all women be
recognised ard no obstacles placed u the vay of married women who
desire 1o work. ’

ired by vespons
men and we

PR MNP S S I
tration = ould be hased on

pr that rewulation of prostitutl all measures of
exception taben against wouten in generul, or z‘;gmust auy group of
womél : '

weman should have the
! ze ber nativnality as a man has; That on
Harriags a wornal suenld have ol personal and eivii rights, ineluding
the right 1o the use and disposal of her sroperty: That she should not.
be under the totelage of her hashaud and should have the same righls.
over her children as the faller. ' )

mMarriag:

L Wornas Svresrace.

LN YTV OATY w11 £ e 4 30 e . "
1. Whereas woman suffrage is the chief aim of the Allinnee;
whereas there are countries where suffrave is ol yel wott; whereas
these conntiies might aid cach other vory effectively. the Coneross
decides: That al R n Lu et very L.if‘,.a.tlx ely, the Congros
cides s Loat al the next Congress adequate time be given to woman
suilrage so thet the nop-enlranchised countries mav exchange ideas

about their difficulties, methods of work, results ob’tai\zed, aims, efe

K]

2. As women worked for suffrage in order to bring 1o polities
the contribution of their speciul experience, the C(}Lgreés believes
) 455
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on {he Press

ISR SN ;um_. to m}r‘ e
influenrce on frn'w““n aent, pelitical partie

. R L iin
and to oducute the women voters

of the Internalional Alllance of Women for
e 1l : izenship, meeting in Berlin in June, 1924, after

A nwinf studied with great care the Re *nﬁmwmmhn 1 presenfed hy

{he Joint Maritime Commission on “Seamen’s Wellare in Ports™:

Censtdering that Recommoendalion A6 (for the strict medieal
coutrol of women having illicit intercourse with men) is cniircly con-
trary to the prineiples which have always been upheld by the Alliance;

Considering that it is not in accordance with the recommenda-
tions adopted from time to time by the varions ovgans of the League
of- Nations:

(a) Calls upnn the International Labour Couferenc ‘¢, Maritine
Sesston, tn reject Recommendation A6, for the reasons given ahove,
and also to allow the Governments to make an unp(u'u 1 study of the
situation, as requested by the League of Nations, in {he light of in-
formation furnished by the States having abolished {he system of
Regulation.

{(b) The Congress asks the affiliated associations of all the coun-
tries of the Iu‘ronmtlonal Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal
Citizenship, especially those of the enfranchised countries, to urge
upon their respective Governments and the professional Associations
represented at ihe International Lubour Conference, M dI‘i ime Session,
to. reject this recommendation.

2. Considering that in some countries the fact that marriages
are not registered by the civil autborities and that this rends to create
dangers for youug girls from the point of view of the traffic in women
and in other importaut directions: - :

The Congress urges all Sccieties afiliated to the Allianee to work
for the registration of marriage by the civil authorities in all countries
where this does not exist, waatever may he the religion of the con-
tracting parties, without interfering in any way with marriiges per-
tormed by any religious body.

IV. Nariowavity or Maruizo Womex.

1. New Legisiation, 1926-1929.
That this Congress of the 1. A, W. §&. . C. piaw& on record that
for long the Argentine, Brazil, Chili, Uruguny, Keunador, Colombia,
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Pranama, Paraguay have accorded to married women their own nation-
ality, and That between 1918 and 1926 the couutmm of Ru.«na, the
Imrod Stétes ot Amervﬂ. Belziam, ; VIV,
Doenniark, wre 1 {0 i i

vighis; auag re;

35 y of the ’srmmp{ i xut
me vig hfn a5 o man to refain or to ¢ hm;w

Y S

n .,uomu 3
ner nationality

Tn 1027 Tmiund or

ench natlmmhtv

: I \h man shonkl not
acynire Trench mulonah‘rv unless &he e‘:prwqh ask for it or unless
by such marriage she loses her own nalionality. '

In 1927 the rights of nationality similav to those extended to the
F'rench women were also granted to the women of Algeria, Guadeloupe,
Martinique and Reunion. ’

Tn 1929 the Law of )fun o Slavia '[)R‘OVI(LE‘( that a Jugo Slav woman
who marries a foreigner should retain her own nationality, i1f on
marringe she makes a written declaration {o this effeet; and that a
{oreign woman should not have Jugo Slav nationality imposed upon
her on her marriage with a Jugo Slav if she makes a written declara-
tion that she does not want to take Jugo Slav nationality.

Tn 1929 {he iaw of Turkey explicitly provided that a Turkish
womaw who marrics a foreigner shonld retain her Turkish nationality.
2. First Codification Conference of the League of Nations.

(¢) Mcetings should be publie.

This Conference declares it to he desirable that the mestings of
the Committees of the First Codification Conference on the subject
of nationality should bhe held in publie.

(b) Beypresentatious of women in Conference.

This Conference weleomes the adoption by the League of Nationy
Assembly in 1928 of the following ves solution s——

“The Assembly, considering that the gqunestion of the nationality
of married women whieh is on the agenda of the Conference is
of speeial inferest to women, and that Article 7 of the Covenuant of
the League embodies the principle that all positions under or in
connection with tle League shall be egually open to men\ and
women, expresses {he hupe that the members of the seagne when
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invitad to the tm’ﬂwommw oonfvremo, will eonsider the desirabilily
of taking these considerations into aceount in composing their
delegations”’ ‘

and urges the Allianee Anxiliavies to bring this vesolulion to the notiee
of their respective Gevernments, urging them to inelude iu their dele.
gafions well-qralified women who support the poliey of the Allinnee.

)

The Conference at the same time resolves to uree the League of
AT gt B ST ; ’ . _ 4

Nations fo provide {or the iy ’hmum as n eonsuifative Member of the
Conference of a vepresentative from the Alliance,

(¢) Principles of Aﬂmncu at Conference,

Thal the Congress of the TLA.W.S.E.C!. declares that a married
woman shonld have the same right as the man {0 retain or to change
her nationality and reaffirms its adherence to the following general
principles:

(1) Effect of Marriage. The nationalily of a woman shall not

be changed by reason only of:

(1) Marriage or

(2) a change during marriage in the nationality of her
hushand. )

(i1) Retention or chauge: The vight of a woman to retain hoer
nationality or to change it by nationalization, denationali-
zation or denatnralization shail not be denied or abridged
beeause she is a married woman. :

(iii) Absence of consent. The nationality of a married woman
shall not be changed withont hier consent except under con-
ditions which would canse a change in the nationality of
a man without his consent. _ :

The First Codification of the League of Nafions shonld base any
propos: s it may make on these priveiples, so that they may ultlmah‘lv
be incorporated in the laws of all the different. countries.

The Congress further instroets the Commitice on Nationality of
Married Women to censider how far the prineiples adopted by the
Alliance are applied in the Bases of Discnssion of the First Codifica-
tion Conference of the League of Nations and to propose such cou-
erete changes thercin as are neeessary {o bring the Bases into line
with the principles so that the decisions of the Conference may ot
place any obstacles in the way of their uitimate adopfion in the law
of all nations,

3. Meeting of Alliance Nalionalily Committee at the same lime and
place as the irst Codification Conference, :
458
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This Conference resolves that o oting of {he nm'mft{m nn “w
Nationality of Married Women .ﬂﬂ.‘rﬁ.‘;“:.ﬂ?‘,f‘. ] -
the same iime and place us Codifieation 4

Leamne of Nations,
V. Tiuue O r Work ron My ann \g —
¥ HER ONDITIONS OF OPT TR O ANT

wr }Ig.]h

or work of cqual valpe:

The Congress ealls upon the affiliated Societies, nationals of any
of the said States Memhers, to urge their respective Governments or
representative professional associalions to lay the matter before the
Governing Body of the International Labour Office with a view fo its
being placed upon the Agends of a sesaion of the International Labour
Confere nee, 2o that steps may be taken to give effeef to this principle
by the 1dopt10n of n Draft Convention.

2. The Congress views with eoncern the 1Pndulcv of the legis-
lation and eustoms of some countries io restriet the right of married
women to engace in paid work and, affirming its belief in the pi mciplﬂ
that liberty in the choice of work is essential to the trne freedom of
the adult individual, ealls upon the affiliated Societies to fight for thesc
principles, to watch for and oppose most vigorously the above-named
tendeney, wherever it Appears and to safeguard the rights alieady

ol

won of married women’s right to paid work,

3. The Commitice for like Conditions of Work for Men and
Women, having recoguised that the standpoint of the Amxiliaries
differs widely on the important question of Profective Legislation for
Women, pronoses that al the next ('nn;rn' 1+ 5 econference on this ques-
{ion should he arranged so asg fo give (mnuthity to set forth om a
scientific and technieal basis {he sconomie and political problems of
the respeetive countries concerning labonr Im'l slation and to permit
of different opinions being slated and diseussed more thoroughly
than is possible in a short committee meefing or during a congress.

4. The Congress )
(a) Considering that in many countries the vocational educa-
{icn of women is neglected while on the other hand the secondary
education of girls tonds to be organised in a way which bars their
aceess to hlghu' education, requests its affilinied societies to ensure
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that secondary public education is provided for both sexes equally
and so organised that no difficullies are placed in the wayv of women
entering {he highor branches of education.

D) Conside ring that it i3 nrgent that the guestion of a minimum

wage shonld he dealt with in order to prevent the exploitation of
workers of either sex and espeecially of women, reqaests e Auxilinricy
most caruestly to approach their Governments in order (hat -J'vj‘.‘c
legislation arising out of the adoplion of t jonvention on Mimimu:

Wages fixing Machinery {Geneva, 1928) in conformity with Paragrnph
B of the Recommendation on Minimnm Wages Fixinv; Machinery
(Geneva, 1928) there shall not be fixed different minima wages for
reen and wornen,

(¢} Considering that trade union organisation is oune of the
most effective methods of improving the conditions of life for workers
of both sexes expresses the opinion that liberty for such organisation
shonld be allowed for both sexes and that the civil status of women
should not in any way militate against such liberty; and requests its
affilinted socicties to aid women in their professional and trade union
organisation and {o work towards constant relations between the
gocieties and the trade unions in order to seenre for women an adeguate
represenfation in the Txeecutives of mixed unions.

VI Fammy Arnowawces.

1. The Congress reeognizes a vital and enltural task in working
for a generrl recognition of the necessity of achieving an equalization
of an!y burdens. The Congress is of opinion that in seenring
assistance for family burdens, cousideration must be given to the
special needs of each conntry. The members of the Family Allowanee
Commiitee are requested fo continue to study the question, and to
present a report on the practical application of the principle in their
several countries, ‘

9, The Clongress expresses the opinion that the system of family
allowances by making provision for the cost of rearing cliildren other-
wise than by means of the wages of the father would facililate the
achievement of equal pay and opportunities for men and women
among the workers affeeted. The ("ono‘rosg urges the auxiliaries of
{he Allianee to study the working of the family allowanees system in
this respect, and to endeavonr {o ensure that its value as ‘a means of
promoting equal pay should not he overlooked.

3. The Congress mnotes with satigfaction that since the last
“triennial Congs oss of the Alliance the system of Tamily Allowances
in Ifrance aud Belgium has been greatly strengihened and extended,
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that a-system of family allowances on a State basis has been introduced
intfe Now South Wales and New Zealand.,  The Congress urges the
auxilinsics 5 the Alllance to promote the adoption of the system on
an adeansie seale in fheir severnd counlries and in especial to sccure
that the allowanees for ehildren showd be paid to the mother.

VIL Tie Uwarsuries Moruer age Hen (o,

L The Congress ddheres {o the prinwiples accepted in the Paris

o

he Aunsiliaries to con-
 aumarried

bohddnty of i
protected women and mumm‘:_‘
ed mothers and their children.

3. The Congress confirms the following principles aceepied at
the last Congress: ‘

(a) The necessity for combined maternal and child protection,
given as the due of mother and child, uot in the form of poor relief
or charity, but preferably by measurcs of State insurance;

(0) the economie independence of the mother through her own
work;

(¢) the breaking down of prejudice which harms mother and
child, preventing their normal dev elopment and lessening their value
as members of society.

4. The Congress cmphasises once more that in all countries the
laws and their application must make men morally and cconomically
responsible for their illegitimate children and force them to help the
mother before, during and after confinement. [Further that every-
where the claims of the illegitimate ¢hild on the father must be acknow-
ledged and inereased where neeessary.,

5. ln cases of doubtful paternity, the solution must always tend
to give the maximuw protection to the child. The view that in such
cases none of the putative fathers pay is obvieusly untensble and
leads to irrespounsibility and perjury. Amongst (he existing solutions
the Congress recomunends to the Auxiliaries those which hav ¢ proved
most elfective for the welfarc of the child.

Two solutions seem satisfactory:
(a) For the court to designate one man as the father of the
child and to enforce him to take the responsibility of its maintenanec;
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(b) For the State lo pay the alimony for the child to the mother
and make all the putalive fathers contribule 1o the cost.

6. The Cou ugress draws the atte 'u(m of the Auxiliaries t the
cxcellent resulis of nmr‘m! gua rdianshin and of Staie Child Commilices
I considers Iy Iul { mstem of publie welfare which 1 3{&4
charge of every 1 and its mother before, during and
after the chiid’s buth and bupexu tes the child’s Welidlt' du]mﬂ' the
whole period of childhood. Constant co- -oper ation between this system
of public welfare and private effort musi be instituted and international
codNeration is necessary (o saleguard the rights of mother and child
and to accelerate progress by the exchange of experience and ideas.

7. The Alliance shall work for uniformily of legislation which pro-
vides ithat & man may be legally compelled {o eouiribuie towards the
ante-natal, enatal and post-natal care of his illegitimate child; aad
further s*m]l explore the lJOSS'Iblhtl(‘b of international 1Lc1procxty in
the enforcement of such legislation in order that a man shall be less
easily enabled to evade his responsibilities to Lis child by quitting the
country in which it is bora.

8. The Alliance shall eollect statisties and general information
as to the death-rale in childbivth wmoung w manuu as compared with
married mothers, with & view to bringing before Government Depart-
ments and national ovgauisations, in those countries where the d@ alh-

rale 1s higher amoug unmar ued mothers the need for such provisions
as will prolect them. N

v

2R
L1
1!

VI1L. Poace axp rus Leacte oF Nations.

1. The Alliance notes with deep satisluction the progress made
in the last few yveurs toward ar bmduou, seeurity and moral disarma-
meni. 1he Ninth Assembly of the Leaguce ol Nations has prepared

a general trealy which provides for wuiversal arbitralion in sueh a -

way us to assure the pacific settlement of international differefiees.
Furthermore the fundamental principles of the Puact of Paris have

i v a basis for nternational orgaunization which provides that
laid down ¢ 8 i

any recourse to arms for the scttlement of international difficulties
will he considered a crime against human rights,

The Congress believes that the important ag rrecrients which the
comittee ol international [inaucial experts h(wc receuntly achieved
should facilitate the progressive and total liguidation of war.

However, it is to be noted that the progress of material disarma-
ment has not kept pace with other international steps iu the divection
of peace; in spite of the recent declaration of the representutive ot
the United States on the qunhon of naval disarmarent, the last meet-
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ing of the Preparatory Commission of Disarmament of the Leagus
of Nalions was a keeu disappointment to the expectant public of the
world.

The Congress therefore urges:—

{a) that all governments sign without delay the optional elause
of the Permanent Court of International Justice and adhere to the
general and universal Arbitration Trealy prepared by the Ninth
Azvembly of the League of Nations;

2\ that L the promut mbtidention of fun Daet af

() that thrx agh the prompt vatiieation of fue Puet of Paris
e ol ; ¥ A ¥ e by ey v i . £ g
by all nations, lhe eriminal character of yy

ve warfare be de-
finttely and ¢ m\'crsa{h\* ackuowledged, aud the governme {herefore
accept full legal and politieal responsibility {or this acknowledgment ;

.0

s

tha { MOeASTETes

of oppression cease thronghout the world,

R
Crtdeiiiy

almdmoni ad furt
inciuded in such reduction.

. The Congress is confident that it {hus expresses the profound con-
vietion whreh animates the public opinion of the entire world, and
therelore urges upon the nations and upon national or international
organisations interested in the cause of peace and justice Lo seeure
from their sespeclive Govermnents and from the League of Nations
the speedy realisation of the [ollowing threefold goal:

To chsure the peaceful settlement of international differences.

To accomplish world disarmament.

To make an end of war.

1
2. The (,('llwl'k'\h of the Alliance is opposed to all forms of war,

and especially it condemns preparation for war by poison gas which

“would result (owing to the great advances in modern (’henmal science)

in the complete destmcuon of the human race.
The Congress urges the affiliated Societies:
(«¢) To study the problem of chemical warfare;
(b) To obtain the assurance of Governmentis that a striet super-
vision of gas manufacture will be maintained;
(¢) That the Socicthes will urge their Governments speedily to
ratify the I’votocol of Geneva of 1925 forbidding the use of poison gas.
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IX. Wonex Porick.

The Congress urges delegates fo lay before the Minister in control
of hs) Police Foree in their own country the essential need that the
{ - of policewomen should be both in actual police workl aund in
welfore work,

Thc Cougress further stafes tha! escellent results have heen
obtained from {he vmplovmont of trained women police for mak
enquiries, taking cvidence in cases of sexuaal offences aud in dealin
with cases o£ women and children.

The Congress therefore urges thaf, as women have proved their

apacity to oceupy high posmom i fhe police foree they should not
be debarred {rom hokhng responsible posts corres p(mdmg to those
beld by men. ’ ' _

The Congress rccommends the Auxiliaries in countries where
women pohw are employed according to the. prineiples adopted by
the Alliance to colleet exact information relative to:

(@) The work of women police at Children’s Courts in prelimi-
nary investigations and the taking of evidence in connection with the
work of these tribunals:

(b) the role of women police in judicial affairs concerning
sexual offences where women and children arve concerned:
with the ohjeet of having this information tr ansmitted by the Allance
to the League of Nu‘{ions for the next meeting of the Cominittee on
Traffic in Women and Children and the Committee for Child Welfure,
fised respectively for April 2nd and 9th, 193

X. Equan Starvs ror WOoMEN TNDER THE Law,

1. That women, whether married or not married, bh'in have a

stafus nuder the law equal to that of men.

2, (@) That the mother shall have rights over legitimate children
equal to those of the father, L . '

() That differences ol opinion be{ween the parents concerning
{he children may be settled by recourse to legal prodedure, such pro-
cedure to be wmlu(rtcd by men and women ahl\e. .

(¢) That in cascs of divoree or separation the interest of the ehild
alone be cons Jdvled in determining the question of guardianship.
XI. Revarionsre witia THE InTipNarvionan Councin or Womes,

The (longress proposes to the International Council of Women
thut a Joiut Committee, composed of an cqual number of represen-
tatives of the Alliance aud the Couneil, be formed in ovder to examine
the possibilitics of practical co-operation between their organisations,

464

oYy

THI BERLIN CONGRESS

XII. JomnT CoumMITTEE oF WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS.

The Congress instruets the representatives of the Alliance on the
Joint Committee of Women’s International Organisations to bring
before that Committee a proposal that its powers be extended to eover
co-operation among its constifuent badies in work connected with the
Leagne of Nations besides that to which it is at present limited, namely,
the nomination of women to the Commitices and other bedies of the
League on such subjects as those on which resolutions have been taken
by those constituent hodies.

XTI CoxstrruTion or CoMMITTEES.
ohitions adopted can in many
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XIV. TFixawoer,

The Finance Committee is of opinion that the most effective way
of putting the Alliance finances on a sound basis is by increasing the
fixed incorne. To that end it believes it to he highly important largely
to increase the number of Associate Members.

In order to stimulate the adherence of persons interested in the
Alliance the Committee hegs to propose the following resolution:—-

That in future Associate Membera be provided on request, with
an International introduetion-card and » Tist of addresses (at léast one
in each affiliated country), of correspondenis wha will furnish intro-
duetions 1o institnlions or persons who would be useful to them, after
notice to the National Association aud unless reacﬁonnhlv objection is
raised.

XV. Acr or Marriaer.

The Congress is of opinion that the age of marriage in all conn-
tries should be not less than 18 for hoys and 16 for girls.

The Congress therefore requests its affilisted Societies to nrge
this point of view upon their respeciive governments,

The Congross further reguestis the Mandates Commiittee of the
Imague of T_\‘.umm to give due congideration o (his rec ommendation in

ot

the case of mandated eonntries,

X¥VI Orpom,

1. The Congress desiring to suppor! by all possible means the |

Leagne of Nations in ils fight against opinm draws the attentfion of
all the Agsocialiors affiliated {o the Alliunee 1o this grave problem
and uarges them to vouse publie opiuion and nh'mm from their res
pecfive governments

(a) the rafification of the conventions of 112 and of 1925,

(h) the elaboration and adoption of a law which will embody

their engagements;

(¢) the striet application of this law.

The realisation of these measures will have as a resnlf the striet
control of the manufacture of opium and its harmful devivatives and
the limitation of ils use to medical and scicntific needs. '

2. Considering that the Egvplian Anthorities have nn power
over forcign houses of illfame on account of the enpitulations and
that they hnvo no power of control over the traffic in drugs (opium,
coeaine, ete.), which are ravaging {he Kast,
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Considering also the necessity of suppressing at the same time
both the houses of ill-fame and the traffic in drugs—as recommended by
the League of Nations—the Congress asks the affiliated Socicties to
bring pressure fo bear on Governments in order to facilitate the
hvglenw and moral work of the Egvptian authomt‘es.

XVIL PAN Pacrric.

That this Clongress views with extreme satisfaction the fact that a
permanent Regional Grouping of women has been (*htabhghed in the
Pacific known as the “Women's Pan Pacifie Confere nee,”” and belioves
that it will provide a **Paeific Focus’ through which the infernational
mgannahnnz mﬂ: Htad( uariers in Em‘ono can function,

That t ess congrafulates the Women’s Pan Pacifie Con-
Aerence (o Y the apeenss of the hmf Conference held in Hono-
Jaly, and offers ite whele-hewrted co- n}mmu'm \ai‘h ihe perm:

.
A1) £

organisation which h;a;,», won forme:d in the Macilie area with
quarters at Honolahn,

KXVITT, Wonex avp rar Laosove o Navioxns, ' o
he Congress ealls npon the Anxiliaries to see that women are in-
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The ©all of the Child.
By Miss Corrmn Gorpon,
Lecturer an Child Education, Teachers' College, Suidapet.

Tt was Fraueis Thompson who said ““In the school satchel are
the kevs of to-morrow; who grasps the c¢hild grasps the future’”, But
it is no easy matier to grasp the child, for he is so exquisitely wild,
he is ag elusive as a fairy, It is possible to call the child, and to ve-
ceive no answer; and yet there have bheen, and ever are, some who in

_their voices have {ones which thrill the heart of a child, and compel
him to answer the call of love. Oliver Goldsmith tells us of an Imsh
parzon, poor and large-hearted, and of him he sings—

“F’en childrven followed with endearing wile,
And plucked hig gown 1o share the old man’s smile.’

‘ The children saw in the Hght of that old man’s face the smile
which was that of o ehild; Itke ealls (o like, the ehild heart ealls to the
child, “*And a gtranger will they not foilow, bhut will flee fmm him, for
they kvow not the veier of strangers.”” Hurely it is quite clear that
we shall never be able to call the eh ﬂd Howe pl{n the part of loflty and
haughty Olvmpians.

Franeis Thompeon, in ene of the mosi beautifnl pabuaﬂ'*"‘u?

Finglish prose has told us what it is to be a child “*Know vou what it iz .

Cto be a ehild, Tt is to e something very different from the man of

to-day. Tt is to have o spirit streaming from the waters of haptisin;!

it is to brlieve in love, to Believe in loveliness, to believe in helief, it is to
be so little that the clders can reach to whisper in vour ear, it s to
turn pumpking into cozches, and mice into horses, lowness into Tofii-
ness and nothing into everything, for each «-»hlld has its lairy god-
mother in its own soul; it is to love in a nutshell and to count your.ﬂelf
the king of infinite space; it is

“To see a world in a grain of qmn?

And heaven in a wild flower.

Told infinity in the palm of your hand

And eternity in an hour.”

Our schemes for ‘calling’ the ehild should take into considera-

tion some at least of the defensive cireles rormd childhood. Tt is the
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A

supreme paradox of Nature that, though mau is dhe most powerful,
the most terrible, destructive and creative of all living beings in past
or present time, ycf his young are the most helpless, du(l the longest
helpless of all hvm thmgb. This truly astonishing contrast can be
explained, though to do so is not my prvsont concern. Jn passing 1
merely note that the explanation depeuds upon the replacement of
fixed, prutmmpd instinets by intelligence which must slowly grow
and lmrn in the ‘paragon’ of animals.

How then, 1s this strange liltle being, which wﬂl one dav he
the L(nn f Creation, to he defended in a \"ﬁﬂd where lie is mcapahl
of ever: inding 2 mouthful of food for himself, and where in fwenty-

four hourg afler hiri.h af Indost, boaoust die of eold if 10 }m'in" hands
pr{;‘fs wi fiam? Ther *mp. sure of death and disease i }idpuf and

“ oo elearly how far we ave {rom *-(‘*h’]xig this

- has sel oa,

Hdiood wndieates
aatornshing problem Ny

yhlem hat

Sipg Inear

Forrunately }un ever,
pi“v-.;\'iﬁri’*f ﬂh lenw

s iruly saide—
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The second cirele vound childhood is or should be the father.

Hv caunot feed the young child, nor understand it, nor does he devote

Liimself to it, but he should be invaluable as a support and protector

ot the mother. Irom the sociological poiut ol view this is the true

function of marriage-—that it provides a responsible father to support

and proteet the mother of their child, and il' the father fails to recog-
aise his responsibility, the child must sulfer in consequence.

The third protective cirele is the Home. 1 do not mean the house,
although I recoguise only too well that housing is a national need. Theo
need is for hommn" which implies the protected mother. Only woman

can turn a house of bricks into a home of life, and it is necessary that
we train her to do this in her school days. There may he money, dry
wallg, good ventilation and sanitation and a sound reof to many an
ingtitution for children, hut there can be ne home for childhood with-
out a mother, and the function of bricks.and mortar is merely to enable
her to make a more secure home than her ancesivess could in the forest
or caves of long ago. Theve is many a mother who goes out {o work
cither from necessity, or to make more money or to gain social status,
and in spite of the most devoted work done by Child Welfare workers,
nurses or servants the children arc neglected, becanse they no longer

4

have that nuhluheu first cirele which nm}mm can uplaco As o writer

has put i, A great general like Napoleon may be produced in a -

Military school. A great diplomat like Metternich may be developed
in a Court, a great philosopher like Hegel may be evolved in o Univer-
sity, but o gled,t wan like Washiugton cemes from s pure and noble
home, "’ "

Jt is the child that calls us even more than we call the c‘u]d for
is not the ¢hild ealling us from the battlefield to the playgroond; from
the close and stuffy house of modern civilisation to the Open Air; from
our sellishuess to the great Crusarde? n Sias Maruer, the most pertect
slory in the Faglish Ianguage of the franstorming power of a child on
a hroken mau‘b hife, we read these words .»«“lu n[d days there wera
angels who cae and took men h\ the hand and Ied them away from
the city ol destruction. We see no wiite-winged ungels now, but men
arc still led away from threatening dubhuctmn A hand is put into
theirs which leads them forth gently towards a ealm and bright
land, s ) ﬂmt they look no more back ward, and the h&ml may be a little

child’s.’
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The Vitamin Milk-Food
“Builds Bonnie Babies”
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