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Thomas Hardy

The death of Thomas Hardy removes from the field of
English letters one of the greatest novelists of modern times.
Born in June 1840, he lived for a considerably longer period than
the Biblical span of *three-score years and ten.’ And through-
~out his life, he was busy enriching English literature with pro-
ductions of extraordinary merit, both in prose and verse. His
literary career began in 1870 ; and it did not end till more than
half a century later, though in the preface to the Wessex edition
of his collected works issued in 1912—in twenty volumes—he said
that there would be one or two more works from his pen. In fact,
he astonished and delighted his admirers by his series of short
stories in 1913, his three volumes of poems published in 1916,
1917 and 1922—several of which were devoted to his impressions
of the Great War—and the Famous Tragedy of the Queen of
Cornwall at Tintagel in Lyonnesse, published as late as 1923. It
is proof positive of his intellectual health and vitality that he had
all his faculties intact when he was past eighty-three. He died
full of years and full of honours; for all the marks of reverence
that could be bestowed on him as the undisputed king in the
republic of letters were spontaneously shown to him, including
the award of the Nobel Prize for literature. .
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Voluminous as his works are, and uneven as he is in many
places, several of his works bear the stamp of permanence, and
we may venture to assert that half-a-dozen of them at least will
be tegarded as classics by posterity. This opinion is founded,
not so much on his poetry—though even here he has accomplished
something noteworthy in lyric and narrative verse, and in his
bold experiments in various kinds of metre—as on the series of
tales, familiarly known as the Wessex Novels. The name re-
minds one irresistibly of the Waverley series of Scott, and it may
be added at once that Hardy not only invites comparison with * the
Wizard of the North’ but can boldly stand it. Of course there
are differences between the two. In Hardy we get nothing of
the joy of life which Scott gives us in such lavish measure; the

conventional close of a story, * And so, they lived on bappily ever .

after ’ is not for him; but there are ample compensations. If
there is less romance, there is more realism ; if his characters are
Jess intellectual, they are more emotional; if he is not rich in the
comic vein, he presents to us the tragic view of life and strives to
purify our emotions by a vivid account of the sorrows and suffer-
ings of the world. This does not however mean that he is a
pessimist. The pessimist, like the cynic, considers the meannesses
and the vices of the world, not so much with a view to reforming
society as to showing that human nature itself is inadequate, unsatis-
factory, and that there is nothing dignified or noble about it.
Hardy'’s attitude towards life is not this at all. He makes his
characters heroic and admirable from many points of view. They
resemble more or less the heroes of Shakespeare, who in spite of
their flaws win our regard. The factis they are pitted against
an unkind Fate. The impishness of circumstance is such that the
one thing which would save a situation does not happen, and that
which does happen is the one event which is most fatal in its
consequences. As the central figure in the novel is shown to us
warsing against the malignity of Fate, quietly enduring calamities
which succeed one another in an endless stream, and being driven
with terrific force to the inevitable catastrophe, our sympathies
go out to him, and we exclaim, ¢ what a colossal waste of good-
ness and greatness!” And yet, the pity of it is that the events
follow omne another, naturally enough, given the particular charac-
ters in the particular situations. The saying of Novalis that
s Character is Fate’ is no less true in Hardy's novels than in
Shakespeare’s tragedies. Our only complaint against Hardy is
that he depends far too much on‘accidental coincidence 'as a
factor in his stories—at any rate, much more than Shakespeare.

»{c’\o '
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Chance, which. plays a subordinate part in the works of the

dramatist, is allowed too prominent a position by the novelist,
and undoubtedly that is one of his shortcomings in his representa-

tion of life.

Every great man, it is said, responds nobly to the environ-
ment in which he is placed, and it is that which makes, for
example, Tennyson and Browning typical representatives of the
Victorian age as truly as Wordsworth and Coleridge are of the

‘age of romance. In like manner, Hardy reflects in his novels

the various tendencies of the times in which he lived. The rapid
advance of democracy and the great series of discoveries made in
science—these are the two outstanding characteristics of the
second half of the nineteenth century and much more so of the
present day ; and both of them find their echoes in his pages.
Almost for the first time in the history of fiction, Hardy gets his
heroes and heroines from the lower strata of society, givingusa
faithful study of the heights to which their souls can rise. Tessis
2 milkmaid and farm-labourer who has to go about from place to
place in search of employment and a meagre live}ihood. Michael
Henchard is a hay-trusser who after his brief period of prosperity
as Mayor of Casterbridge sinks back to his original level and dies
unhonoured, unwept, unsung. Jude Fawley, as the very title of
the novel implies, is an obscure stone-mason who attempted in vain
to become a scholar. Gabriel Oak is a shepherd, heavy-booted
and smocked, for whose counterpart we must go back to Words-
worth’s Michael. While, Sue Bridehead is nothing more than a
schoolmistress in a small town. The only exception to the
rule is the introduction of Lady Constantine in ‘ Two on a
Tower ;' but even she is democratic in her sympathies, though
aristocratic by birth. To have discovered his heroes and heroines
from this large mass of forgotten, nay neglected, humanity ; and
to have studied their souls so deep as to show us their endless
wonder, mystery and beauty—this is Hardy’s service to the cause
of democracy, and this is how he reacted on the prevailing

tendency of his age.

That he kept Himself in touch with the latest advances in
science will be apparent to any one who goes through his pages
carefully. Swithin St. Cleeve’s pursuits in the region of astronomy
are described with such acurate detail and at such length, as can
be commanded only by a person who knows something more than
the elements of that subject. The same thing is evident from his
descriptions of nature in the other novels,
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His characters being usually labourers in the field or the farm,
Hardy makes them sympathise deeply with the varying moods of
nature, and by the way, evinces his wonderful knowledge of the
habits of birds and beasts. The whole of the third phase in the
life of Tess—known as the Rally—is a beautifu] account oﬁ the Tal-
bothays dairy, and we are delighted with the green fields, th.e
summer evenings and the gentle and healthy influences of open-air
life in the vales of South Wessex. Equally wonderful, though in
a different way, is the weird description of Egdon Heath—occu-
pying a whole chapter—in the Return of the Native. And such
books as the ¢ Woodlanders’, ¢ Under the Greenwood Tree’ and
‘ Far from the Madding Crowd’ denote by their very titles the
extent to which Hardy’s love of nature is carried. He knows ex-
actly how the rain falls differently on roofs and arable land ; and
'how the wind sounds differently through the branches of various
trees,

It is in keeping with his love of nature and love of the
common people that his study of character is so profound. Jude
Fawley and Angel Clare ; Gabriel Oak and Michael Henchard ; Tess
‘Durbeyfield and Sue Bridehead ; Eustacia Vye and Lady Constan-
tine—these will be remembered quite as long as Hamlet and Fali-
staff or Pickwick and Micawber. Jude’s dreams are as high as
Olympus, while his feet stumble in unclean ways. Angel Clare is
the spirit of pure intellect, who at the first sound of sin becomes
cold -and merciless. Gabriel Oak is proud and self-sacrificing,
and his patient waiting is at last rewarded. Michael Henchard is
the man of strong will whose mind is broken but not bent under
the stress of adverse circumstances.

If Hardy has made his men so interesting, what shall we say
of his women? Tess is a pure woman crushed into impurity
on account of her yielding to Alec D'urberville's persuasions
a second time ; and it is the tragedy of her soul thatis depicted
throughout the novel. Sue Bridehead is a strong and beautifu)
soul slowly wasted by the bitter processes of sorrow, fear and
error until she becomes a shrivelled maniac thing too pitiful to
be looked upon. Lady Constantine is a pathetic figure with her
hopeless love for Swithin St. Cleeve who is younger than her
by several years. The world does not and cannot understand
her, and so she has to be content with the Bishop of Melchester
for her husband. While, Eustacia Vye, in the Return of the
Native, is one of his most characteristic creations and is the centre
of the novel and its guiding spirit. -
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As regards the moral tone of his works, we are in some
degree familiar with the fierce controversies that raged on that
account in the nineties of the last century. Tk’le sub-title
of Tess, ‘A Pure Woman Faithfully Represented ' gave the
deepest offence to orthodox people. They argued that when
Tess had first been seduced by Alec D'urberville and later
when she married Angel Clare, she had gone against all the rules
of morality and that she should have been set down as ‘a
fallen woman. To call her ¢ pure’ was something they could not
comprehend. And the last sentence of the novel, “ Justice was
executed and the president of the Immortals had ended his sport
with Tess” was considered a libel on God.

These controversies of an earlier date are of interest to us
only because they show against what odds qudy had to con-
tend in his career as an artist of the rea}hsnc schoql. They
throw a lurid light on the strong hold wh_xch conventions have
on ordinary society and the vehemence with which it attagks
any one who dares transgress them. But they serve to bring
out clearly one of the most characteristic features of Hardy,
namely his steady adherence to- truth as he saw it and his
fierce contempt for the mere conventions of social hf}? Aréd
really speaking, in the broad daylight of truth, his preacii ings do
not go against the fundamental laws of life. H1-s worl is not
that of Thackeray where all the honest men are more or less
foolish and only the rogues are clever. The final impression he
leaves on our minds is one of sympathy with gogdness'and great-
ness and hatred for vice or evil in whatever form it manifests itself.

(ticism that his view of life is not moral is mistaken,
‘thereIfi:h: g(f:rre;t? deal of truth in the statement that he does not .
view life asa whole, but only a fractlon‘ ofit. In every O’Ii‘e of
his novels, there is what may be called the sex obsession. In Tess,
the tragedy arises on account of both Alec D Urberville an}c} Angel
Clare striving after the heroine's hand.. In ]ugle, tl}e theme is
slightly varied. In Two on a Tower side by side with the over-
whelming passion of Lady Constantine for the young astronomer
St. Cleeve, we have her marriage with the Bishop of Melchester,
her widowhood after his death and her coming back to her ol'd _
Jover, St. Cleeve. In the Return of thPt Native, Eustacia Vye is
sought after by Clym Yeobright who wins her and by Wildeve
whose passion for her is still unspént. In the Trumpet Major,
Anne Garland is practically tosged about between the two _brothers
Robert and John Loveday, as if she were a toy to be claimed by
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either at will. In Under the Greenwood Tree we have the rivalry
between Parson Maybold and Dick Dewey for the affection of
Fancy Day. In the Mayor of Casterbridge, Henchard's wife is
sold to Newson and after his supposed death he weds her again
after more than eighteen years of separation. In Far from the
Madding Crowd, we are shown the possibility of one woman
Bathsheba Everdeane being wooed by three men of vitally different
natures—Gabriel Oak, Boldwood and Troy, although ultimately
she is won only by Gabriel Oak. So that everywhere we see that
Hardy’s world consists of little else than love or marriage or the
mutual attraction of the sexes. In real life, we know that though
love plays a very important part and goes a long way in deter-
mining human happiness, it is not all in all. The mistake
Hardy commits is to take the ¢ part’ for the ¢ whole,” however
important that ‘ part ' may be. '

A word about his style: for the man who wrote more than
twenty-five volumes in his life cannot but have a manner of expres-
- sion of his own—a thing which is as much a part of his individuality
as anything else. It is best to get an idea of his style by
first finding out what it is not. It has not the perfection of Jane
Austen, nor the range of Thackeray. It does not display the
intellectual brilliance of Meredith, nor the pomp and majesty
of De Quincey. Ithas not the artistic sense.which is so clear
in every line in the prose of Pater or Ruskin. On the other
hand, it has a rugged strength of its own, and it seeks to achieve
its effect—especially in the description of scenes and events—by
means of a hundred little touches delicately made up, and not by
an impressionistic gift. It helps him in giving us a transcript of
life—not perhaps seen as a whole as in Shakespeare—but as
- understood in all its tragic complexity by an astonishing imagi-
nation, a profound genius and a gentle and humane soul. ¢

Let us not then complain as to what he does not gi

be grateful to what is in him; for that is much-——-judggl;,g ‘ll)s),' l:}:
standards. . Geographically his characters remain fixed in the
same Engl}sh countryside, Wessex, but they are shown to us in
their relations to the eternal verities of Time and Death and
Fate, and hence they are neither types nor individuals but uni-
vexjsals. And hence it is true to say that he is the greatest tragi

writer among English novelists. gie

~- P

Studs and Statistics

(A SHORT STORY)
1

The Financial Secretary to Government scratched the nape
of his neck with his penholder, and wrinkled his brow in an effort
to focus attention on the job in hand. His ears were being assailed
by a series of lusty shouts from above. After a while the noise
ceased and he went on writing. This was his busy day. His job
was to array the facts at his disposal in a manner so convincing,
as to allay the curiosity of those non-official members of the local
legislature who had given previous notice of questions to be asked
that day. - Most of the work he had done already at his office.
This particular point, requiring more attention than the rest, he .
had brought home to deal with at leisure. He looked over the
table of statistics he had prepared to back up his reply. It was
convincing enough.

The noise overhead began again. Finding that it did not
cease, but rather increased in violence, he laid down his papers,
scratched the old place on his neck, rose from his desk, and paced
briskly out of the office-room to the foot of the staircase.

« Amelial " he called, with a ring of asperity in his tones,
« Amelial—This can't go on!”

His wife appeared: and the Financial Secretary to Govern-
ment nervously re-scratching his neck, began.—

« My dear, can't you see I'm at work ? How long is that child
to keep on crying?”

“ You might call Bobby down, George. 1t is all your fault he
began crying,” she replied “taking away your pencil when he
was so happy with it.”

¢ Oh but—"

“You are so selfish, George; you forget I have business too.
That muddle-head of a durzé will spoil my tennis frock if I leave
him a moment.”

Another and prolonged wail upstairs was followed by sounds
of a scuffle. Bobby was evidently growing obstreperous. The
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climax was reached with a plaintive bleat from the Ayah to ¢ look
at Bobby, ma!’ ;

“Come, George, you can let him have it till you go to office.
He can’t possibly spoil it.” :

“ My dear—" he began to protest laying his hands on the
deft fingers that were already removing the silver pencil from his
waistcoat. But she had taken it out and was already half-way
up the stairs,—three at a time, .

The Financial Secretary to Government stood for a moment
and then scratched his neck where his back-stud touched it. He
could never feel comfortable with a metal stud touching his skin.
It made him feel as though he were being poisoned. In all the
years he had taken to reach the position he now held, he had never,
till this morning, worn a metal stud. He had read of a man
being poisoned that way. His were gold ones, of course, and they
could not possibly get verdigrissed, but still,—the very feel of
metal on his neck : he scratched again.

Psychologists will tell you that the smallest disturbance in the
routine of a man who has been used to the utmost regularity, day
in and day out for twenty odd years, may lead to consequences
far out-of proportion to the cause. And tellers of tales like my-
self, will also tell you that Fate seizes on the smallest of events
in a man’s life to pay him the scurviest of tricks, (otherwise in
most cases, as in this, there would be no story to tell),

Now in the case of this Financial Secretary to Government
had he not been irritated by the episode of the stud and aggra-’
vated by the unruliness of his infant son, he would never have
left his papers lying loosely on his desk. It was a most insignifi-
cant omission no doubt, but he was to pay for it, A gentle breeze
came wandering by and wafted out of the open window just the
paper of figures he had been at such pains to prepare. And having
completed bhis final perusal of the papers, and leaving many more

details to look through, Mr. Melson did not miss it from the rest
of the sheaf.

. He returned to the table in no unruffled mood. Finishing the
job, he ordered the papers to be dumped into his car. He hoped
he had been clever enough in presenting those figures. They were
designed to convince clever and distrustful men. In fact it was
the whole justification for Government’s recent action in refusing

to subsidise a local industry. It was a neat piece of work and
he felt it would bear him out. P
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II

If you had told Manickam, hawker of silk and cotton piece
goods and other odds and ends, that he was to play no inconsider-
able part that day in helping the Government out of a hole, he
would have laughed you to scorn. He would have felt grieved
to know that Fate, quite regardless of his personal inclination
in the matter, was to use him for that purpose.

Walking along he raised his voice in a long drawn out cry.

| Somebody calling him ? Clapping loudly to attract his attention ?

It was a spruce butler with frock, belt, turban and monogram,
all complete. The people in the great house were wanting to
see his wares ?

He was met at the door by an English lady with very bright
eyes. Yes, he had silks, he would show madam now : and opening
his pack he rattled off a dozen or more of the commodities he
could supply. No, no, no—she only wanted a small piece of
silk—half a yard or so. “Durzi!" she called, and a tailor came
from somewhere down the verandah. The business was transacted
in a minute.

As he repacked his goods into a neat bundle, he took a casual
look around, The garden was a neat affair—an especially trim
border of fresh grass running round the house. He salaamed and
walked off the gate. He passed a window, and happening to look
down, saw a large sheet of clean white paper lying on the border
beneath it. He picked it up. His little son, who attended the
Corporation school would be delighted to have it.  Double fools-
cap, and only written on one side! It would be a treasure for
him. Folding it, he placed it in the pocket of his old khaki coat,
and trudged off to more populous quarters of the city.

111

The Financial Secretary to Government returned to lunch in
a perfectly disgraceful temper. Make a fool of him? He would
show them. Where on earth could that paper have got to?
Every thing had been smooth sailing till then. He had opened
the matter so blithely, so confident of his position! His ears
burned when he thought of the humiliation of it. He had gome
on to sketch the development of the industry, the statistics he
would now read out, he continued, would entirely bear him out
when he said that the Government were perfectly justified etc.,

1454—2
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etc.,—and he had bent down to take them up. A pause,—a rather
lengthy pause,—and then he was seen to lose his head for a bit.
Page after page he turned with feverish haste. A faint titter from
the non-official benches and black looks from the government side
of the house. At last he stood up straight. He almost stuttered
out an apology to the house for the delay and finished with a
miserably unconvincing attempt to summarise the contents of that
lost paper.

Anyway he had promised to lay the actual figures on the
table that afternoon, perhaps if he could find them, it might patch
up the mischief he had done.

He swung the car in at his gate so violently that he took off a
large junk of plaster from the gate post. He was feeling mad!

He dashed to his office table. That piece of furniture never
underwent so thorough an examination of its contents in all its
c}ays. The office resembled a wilderness when the Financial
Secretary to Government had finished with it. Gone !—He would
never see it again!

While snatching a hasty lunch, he alighted upon the cause
—the root cause of all the trouble. It was his stud: deliberately
he removed it and flung it with all his might against the picture
opposite.  Luckily it had no glass. That was that: he felt im-
mediately calmer. After all, the mischief was done ; of course he
would never live down the blot on his fair name. That was gone
forever, as'completely lost to him as the statistics he had so care-
fully compiled. He was a man who felt these things most keenly.

v

Driving back to the Council Chamber without the fatal docu-
ment, he felt like a man driving straight into the jaws of annihila-
tion. He could hear himself being questioned and cross-questioned
by non-official mem.bers : literally torn to pieces, and himself defen-
celess to answer a single charge. The whole case stood or fell by
the table of figures he had lost.

His collar began to slip up: nobody’s collar can be j
not to slip about without a back stud—z,even a metal one.e)qf)ftc L:ﬁ
events he could not go into the Chamber looking as though he were
just out of a scrum.  'Where could he get a stud ?—any stud. He
had passed all shops long ago: he was not a hundred yards frem
the Chamber. Had he time to run back and procure one? For
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a moment he saw red, and recklessly thrust down the accelerator

-with his foot. The car shot forward. With a hideous creaking

of breaks he just managed to swerve clear of a khaki coated man
with a bundle on his back. A damned hawker! He pulled up and
cursed that man freely and all round. It did him good to swear.
His violence caused his collar to slip up again. And then the
thought struck him: this fellow would have studs. It did not take
long to call him. He approached with fea1 in his eyes.

One dozen studs? Bone ? He fished up a card of them from
somewhere in his pack, and looked about for a piece of paper to
wrap themin. Finally be pulled a sheet out of his pocket.

Melson did not need to look at it a second time. He literally
leaped on the man and snatched it from his hand. Then thrusting
a rupee on him in exchange for the studs, he made off in a dense
cloud of dust, leaving few men more astonished than Manickam in
the city at that moment. . . . ., . Members of the Legislative
Council who chanced to be in the lobby that afternoon, would have
been surprised to see the Financial Secretary to Government insert
a bone stud into the back of his collar, and settle down to study a
rather grimy sheet of foolscap with rows of figures covering one
side of it. But he was happy.

“R.A.S1.C”

Gy



2%,  The Philosophy of the Positive and
s the Negative*

old college for the honour they have done me in asking me to ad-
dress them at their anniversary. Whatever association I have kept
up with academic knowledge since I left college has been with
Mathematics but I have kept up neighbourly relations with philo-
sophy and science. I take it as a compliment that my neighbours
the philosophers should have invited me to address them. 1 shall
return the compliment by dealing with the philosophic aspects of
a mathematical relation—the relation namely of the positive and
the negative.

You all know what the positive and the negative are. Every
child who learns arithmetic learns addition and subtraction, We
call+4 a positive number,—4 a negative number. +4and-4 are
what are called relational numbers. Positive and negative are rela-
tions of quantities.

Passing on from arithmetic, it is a remarkable fact that there
are several relations of thoughts and things which are also dual and
which are akin to the positive and negative of numbers. Before
Einstein, time and space were regarded as fundamentally different.
Yet time had two directions—past and future—even as a straight
line of space had two directions of forwards and backwards. We
know that lengths along the forward parts of a straight line (the x
axis, for instance) can be measured as positive and the backward
part as negative. In logic we have only two alternatives—either
A is or A is not—even as on a line in geometry there can be
motion only in two directions. When electricity has been dis-
covered, it has been found that there are two opposite kinds of
electricity which have something of the relation of the positive and
the negative of numbers. Itis remarkable that when electricity
was discovered so late as a century ago, there should have been
two and only two kinds of electricity. There might have been
one or there might have been three. And in biology, there are
two sexes. What is the relation of these various instances of
duality—of time and space lines, of logic and geometry, of physics
and biology ? And also, why is there this duality ?

* Valedictory address delivercd before the College Philosophical Association by Mr.
8. V. Ramamurthi, M.A., LC.8.
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These instances of duality are to be found not only in aca-
demic branches of knowledge but in forms of profound importance
in life. Take Life and Death. The existence of both life and
death and their alternation with each other has been the great
problem of Hinduism and Buddhism. These religions teach that
one birth and one death are but a portion of the continued exist-
ence of the soul and that men must be born and must die repeatedly
as the result of actions in each stage. When and how is this
dual existence to be transcended? Why are men bound at all
by this duality of life and death *

Take again good and evil or in their personal form, God
and the Devil, Men have been as unable to ignore the Devil as
they have been to ignore God. It would appear that a world
without God or without the Devil is like a loom without the warp
or without the woof. It is the followers of God that make reli-
gion. Yet they have had to recognise facts and reckon with the
Devil. Though religion lays down as our goal a state of existence
where God alone is and the Devil is not, we feel that such a state
is somehow incomplete and unbalanced and that a world which is
all good is likely to be dull. It is perhaps the inner consciousness
of man that tells him that if a God is made out of the world,
a residuum is bound to be left which is the Devil. Why and what
is this duality of good and evil ?

Einstein tells us that the reality of this world is four dimen-
sional, that any direction may be taken as time and the three
dimensional section independent of this direction is space. The
world has not been able to deny the Einstenian view. This
means that relatively to our knowledge now, the Einstenian view
is true or in other words, it is certainly a part of the truth
though possibly it is not the whole of truth. On the Einstenian
view, it is but natural that time and space lines should both have
similarly related directions—which are two. Again the existence
of a similar relationship in geometry and logic argues a common
basis for geometry and logic. ‘The laws of our thought are derived
from the body of our thoughts as the laws of grammar are derived
from the actual expression of thoughts in words. Our thoughts are
directly or indirectly derived from our objective experience. The
spatial orientation of our objective experience is expressed by the
laws of geometry. I believe therefore that the Jaws of logic are the
reflections of the laws of geometry. If this is admitted, the exist-
ence of the alternatives in logic and of two directions for a straight

line has a commen basis,
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So far when dealing with time and space and with logic we
have dealt with relations. The future is a relation to the present
instant. It ceases to be future to another instant. The forward
part of a line is in relation to the present position. I.L ceases to be
the forward part in relation to a more advanced position. Being
and not being may also be regarded as in relation to the observer.
A motor car is good to the man who rides in_it but evil to the
passerby on the road who breat.hes the dust. But when we come
to positive and negative electricity and even more when we come
to the duality of sex, we seem to be on different ground. Here we
feel are absolute things and not relations. The proton and elec-
tron we regard as distinct absolute entities. We look askance
at the application of the terms positive and negative to them
as pieces of electricity. The forward and backward parts of a
line have no intrinsic difference between them. Objectively we
see them as just alike. Are positive electricity and negative
electricity objectively alike or are they intrinsically distinct ? The

resent view of science is that a proton and an electron are each
indivisible and distinct and that if you bring them together they
each retain their individuality though their effect outwardly is nil,
Whether the proton or the electron is a hard pellet-like thing we
do not know. What we know is that each is a centre of disturb-
ance of a certain magnitude. Magnitudes are measured in terms
of space and time on the Einstenian view. Space and time are
relative. Magnitudes therefore are relative. The magnitude of a
proton may therefore be changed. The magnitude of a_proton
to A may be the same as the magniturle of an electron to B—if }‘\
and B are differently circumstanced on the Einstenian modei.
Does then the proton change to an electron if A's velocity and size
_are altered? My point is that if protons and electons can be

grasped not directly by their existences as you can in the case of
men and women but by means of their effects, they have to be
accepted as relative. .

Again the very fact that protons and electrons have in some
sense a positive and negative character implies their relative
existence. +! and—1, we know, are relations. In relation
to what, is a proton a unit of positive electricity and an electron a
unit of negative electricity > We are, as a matter of fact, measur-
ing electricity in this three dimensional space that we physically
recognize. But with Einstein, we know that this particular frame
work of three dimensional space which all of us on earth use is a
 relative frame. A being on Mars may measure as negative what
is tous a piece of positive electricity. Protons and electrons
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therefore are relative entities—even as the past and future or the
forward and backward parts of a road are. They are relative to
the observer’s three dimensional space frame.

There is one type yet of duality left—namely that of sex,
First let me mention the duality involved in two eyes, two hands,
two horns and so forth that animals have. The relation of the
left hand to the right hand is the same as that of the two direc-
tions of a line, left and right or backwards and forwards or
positive and negative. We however rcognize that the evolution
of the two hands and two eyes is a result of the adjustment of life
to a three dimensional world. For instance, an animal with one
eye looks at the world as if it were an area. It is the existence of
two eyes that gives a voluminal vision. Life which has no sides
like left and right develops in its material mechanism of function-
ing the distinction of left and right. Here then we have some
adjustments of biology and geometry.

Proceed one step further. The relation of men and women
has much in common with that of protons and electrons. Both
sets retain their individuality. There is some force between men
and women as there is some force between protons and electrons.
We may in an elemental way measure sex-force and magnitudes
of groups in relation to sex-force even as we can in the case
of electrical force and electrical groups. It seems to me we are
entitled to say that the positive and negative relation applies
to men and women in the same way as to protons and electrons.
Mind has no sex. It is in relation to this world of matter that it
develops the quality of sex even as it develops through its body
two sides left and right. If then the sex of a mind is relative to
the three dimensional frame of the world we live in, the sex
may be different in relation to a different three dimensional sec-
tion of the reality. Mind then has no sex but has positive or
negative sex relatively to three dimensional section of the reality
that we take—even as electricity has no positive or negative
quality in itself but is positive or negative relatively to the three
dimensional section of the reality that we take. The idea of sex
being relative to the observer is not any the more unreasonable
than the direction of time or the length of a line being relative to
the observer. On the earth we all have practically the same
direction for time, the same length for a line and the same sex
for a person.

Thus positive and negative qualities wherever we find them
in time or space, in geometry or logic, in physics or biology are
_relative to the observer,
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And why this universal quality of rhythm in the material
world ? Professor Whitehead has once said that it has puzzled him
for forty years why space is three dimensional. It is equally a
puzzle why the rhythm in this three dimensional world is two-
directional. I have tried to show how the various types of duality
that we perceive are relative to the three dimensional frame work
of our world. In a three dimensional world, straight lines have
two and only two directions. The positive and negative directions
of a straight line are typical of all sets of duality in our three-
dimensional world.

But we have now come to the position of Einstein that the
world is not three dimensional but four dimensional. If so, does
duality still persist in it ?

It is known in mathematics that if ds be an element of space,
dx, dy, dz elements of x, y and z axes, the equation ds’=a quad-
ratic in dx, dy, dz yields all forms of three dimensional space,
Euclidean and non-Euclidean. From this equation, ds* =dx?® yields
the positive and negative qualities of numbers and lines.

But nobody has yet studied what kinds of space are yielded
by the equation,

ds*=a cubic in dx, dy etc.

Einstein in passing on to a four dimensional space is content
to add a fourth axis but leaves the quality of space unaltered. I
suggest that the change from a three to a four dimensional space
involves not merely a change of quantity but also an organic
change in quality, that in 4 dimensional space, a line has 3 direc-
tions yielded by the equation ds*=dx>

Only one of these is real in a three dimensional world. There
is no reason why the other two may not be real in a 4 dimensional
world. 1 believe that a consistent system of knowledge can be
built up in regard to a space wherc straight lines have three direc-
tions and that such a space is + dimensional.

None of us can realise the 4 dimensional world. Yet we have
begun to believe in it. I suggest to you that duality is not any the
more absolute than the 3 dimensions of the world, that these two
facts go together- being derived one from the other. On the
Einstenian theory, we have already arrived ata period of time
which must bc regarded both as past and as future. Time then
has threc qualitics~ past, future, both past and future. As it is
granted by Einstein that there is no intrinsic difference between
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time lines and space lines, space lines have three portions back-
ward, forward and both backward and forward. .He hz}s therefoge
to admit that a straight line has really three directions. This
means, that he has to recast his geometry. Further our accepted
logic tells us that what is past cannot also be future. Ifin a 4th
dimensional world, there can be a period which is both past and
future, it implies that our logic has broken down. Logic has to
be viewed in relation to a 4 dimensional world as having 3 alterna-
tives—A, not A and both A and not A. Our knowledge of a 4 di-
mensional world is still too elementary to say how the two ku_lds of
electricity or the two sexes may be recast in relation to a 4 d.xmen-
sional world. But we can visualize enough to say that duality of
which the positive and the negative are the type disappears in rela-
tion to a four dimensional world. If so, may this not be the clue to
the Hindu idea that the way to salvation lies through Gnana (knowa
ledge) ? The main problem of religion was set as the transcending of
life and death. If life and death are a duality due to the orientation
of our own vision, then the way to transcend them is the re-orienta-
tion of our vision, If the relation of I and not I, of atman and
brahman is in question, we have Sankara who says that duality is
not real, Ramanuja who says itis real, Madhwa who says it is
both real and not real. May-I suggest that the three statements
are incomplete and that if the position relatively to which each
statement is made is stated, they canall be reconciled? Rama-
nuja's statement is true if the world is only of three dimensions,
Sankara's is true when the dimensions of the world are transcen.
ded. Madhwa’s is true if the world is recognised as three dimen-
sional and also as transcending dimensions. Of these three views,
it seems to me Sankara’s is the deepest and most universal. The
oneness of I and not I which Sankara asserts is something much
richer or it may be much simpler than the oneness ina three
dimensional world. .
Whether the reality is 4 dimensional or of no dimensions,
science has at least asserted -that it is not of three dimensions.
Hence all the fetters imposed by duality, by positive and negative,
by past and future, by male and female, by being and not being,
by good and evil, by life and death are the creation of our own
vision. Change our vision and the fetters cease to be. Duality is
not fundamental. It is not inextinguishable. My contention is
that duality of which the positive and the negative is the type is a
mode of expression relative to the three dimensional world and if
the worldis reorientated as other than three dimensional, duality
will disappear. The age-long problem of the conquest of life and
1454—3
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death is a problem we have made and therefore is one we can
conquer.

May I therefore suggest to you who are growing philosophers
that the data for your thought have been vastly increased by the
rise of the Einsteinian theory ? Not only increased, but they are
made very much fuller and clearer. The root problems and solu-
tions of Indian thought were not helped by pre-Einsteinian science,
which helped rather to confuse them. Einstein is the first envoy
of peace and friendship from European science to Indian philo-
sophy. It isthe duty of you, Indian philosophers, as it is your
privilege, to receive him cordially and as a man worthy to con-
verse with on equal terms.

S. V. RAMAMURTL
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Man

He walks $he world with mountains in his breast,
And holds the hiltless wind in vassalage.
Transtellar spaces are his fields of quest,
Eternity his spirit’s ambassage.

The uneared acre of the firmaments

Under his hungry harrow, yselds tncrease.

W hile from the threshold of dim continents

They beckon him, who bear the stars in lease.

And yet is he a thane of foreigners,

On sapphire throned, but in an unkinged house,
Arrased with honours, broidered tn gold sheen—
A palace in a town of sepulchres .

Voices he hears, but knows not what they mean,
His own to him the most mysterious.

F, VicTor BRANFORD,
( Titans and Gods.”)
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Krishnan: ‘' Hullo, Venu, aren’t you for the Simon hartal on the 25th ? "

Venu : " No. What is worrying me is that my father-in-law seems
to have hartalled ag’aiqst me. He hasn’t sent me any
money at all this month,”

Erishnan: " I'm sorry to hear it. I wanted to ask you for the loan
- of a fiver to pay my College fines,"

Venu; " Ah! then I solemnly boycott you, now and forever,”
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College Day which was celebrated this year on the 6th Feb-
ruary, was a huge success, The programme included, besides the
usual athletic events, which were all keenly contested, an immensely
entertaining variety concert chiefly contributed to by the old boys.
The arrangements for the entertainment of the large gathering of
spectators and students were as nearly as possible perfect, and Mr.
Fyson, our Principal, and Mr. C. K. Krishnaswamy Pillay, our
popular Sports secretary are to be thanked for making the even-
ing a success. :

We take this opportunity also of thanking our distinguished
Chairman, M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur M. A. Thirunarayanachariar,

B.A, ML, for kindly consenting to preside, and the judges at.

the sports and the Honorary Secretaries for all their valuable
services. '

The afternoon’s sports commenced with G. Kondalarayadu’s
winning the High Jump with a leap of 5ft. 7§ ins. It is not our
intention to catalogue the winners of each event: a prize list ap-
pears elsewhere. But among the events that caused a good deal

of interest and excitement must be mentioned the Hurdles: a dead-

heat, H. Ali Mirza and Narayan Rai being tied for first place. In
the Juniors 200 yards flat race, Subaramiah amused the spectators
by gently trotting in first, quite confident that the rest of the field
would never recover the handicap under which they had run.
The egg and spoon race for the lady-students (really lime and
spoon) was started as usual under a battery of cameras. From
the very start Miss Kameswarammal led the field, and setting quite
a pace, beat the second lady, Miss Thomas, by something more
than twenty yards: quite a good performance. The race of the
evening was, of course, the old boys Handicap (over 40). It was
a refreshing sight to see Dr. Krishna Menon sprint in on his
toes with “CK.” hot on his track. The fast bicycle race
always causes much excitement: it was a tough struggle between
Moheb Ali and Flory, but the latter got a couple of lengths
ahead in the third round and managed to keep the lead till the end.
An ungommon thing happened in the three-legged race : three
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pairs of competitors tied for the first place and _the race had to be
run again. In the second trial Stracey and Flory proved to be
the best matched pair. This year the old boys turned out much
the stronger (or weightier ?) tug-of-war team and practically
walked away with the rope.

Just before the distribution of prizes, the usual fancy dress
competition was held. The competitors never fail to amuse the
spectators or spring a surprise on the Judges : this year it took the
form of a ploughman (Sitaramiah who was awarded the first
prize), a pirate—Douglas Fairbanks, we were asked tobelieve,—a
very noisy fisherman, and a fortune-teller of many patches. Dr.
Krishna Menon's rig-out was at once original and easily procured:
he donned the “frock " and turban of one of Messrs. Harrison Co.’s
waiters and walked off witha prize ! He was the only old boy in
character.

After the Principal had thanked all those present for being
kind enough to attend the sports, and had touched upon the various
successes the college had met with in the course of the year, es-
pecially in cricket, he asked the Chairman to give away the prizes.
The distribution of the prizes being over, the Chairman made an
interesting speech which is given on another page.

We were glad to see a large number of our old boys at the
function, They literally swarmed over the old grounds, renew-
ing old acquaintances, chatting over old times, and generally
making themselves quite at home. While we showed them what
we could do by way of athletics, they far outstripped us in
another field, the field—of theatricals. The concert organised
by Mr. V. C. Gopalaratnam was a perfect “ scream " from start to
finish, chiefly due to Mr. T. P. Kylasam's inimitable acting. His
fund of wit and entertaining stories was amazing. His rendering
of that most effectively dramatic poem of Kipling's Gangadin held
us spell bound. Itis not often that we have an opportunity of
hearing talent like Mr. Kylasam’s. The songs of Mr, Srinivasan,
a talented young singer, were much applauded, and the tricks of
oui chemical magician were amusing. So was the ‘Dance of
Death’ by Nalpon and Moheb Ali. The point about this perform-
ance is that it was done in real German.

On the whole, the concert proved a pleasant termination to a
pleasant afternoon’s sports. We hope it will be an annual item in
our College Day programme in future,
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II
RAU BAHADUR M. A. TIRUNARAYANACHARIAR'S SPEECH :—
MR. FysoN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I consider it indeed a privilege to have been called on to pre-
side over this function today. Mr. Fyson was so good as to thank
me for having complied with his kind invitation to do so. May I
tell you.that the obligation is all the other way, for I rejoice to
stand on the old grounds, to meet the successors of the Professors
of the old days, to meet my old College mates and the rising gen-
eration that is passing through the College today ? My connection
with the old College is hereditary. My father was an old student
of the College, my brother was an old student, one of my sons has
just passed out of the College and two are in it at the present
moment. So you will grant that I have a good title to be here,

I wish Miss Mayo had been present on an occasion like this.
If she had, and had witnessed the physical activities and sports-
manlike spirit of the rising generation whom you represent, she
would not have uttered the libels that she has on the manhood
of the nation.

On an occasion like this, one’s mind wanders back to the
conditions that existed when he himself was a student. Marked
are the changes that have taken place during these last 30 years.
Your activities have grown like the English constitution, like the
noble pile of our College buildings which have been added to and
extended from time to time.

In those days sports had not assumed the importance which
they have now. Those were days when every second essay was
on “ The advantages of physical education ” just as a little later
on, we had the essays on “ Female education.” Every essay wound
up with ‘ mens sana in corpore sano’ asound mind ina ‘sound
body.” Now I suppose one would have to invert the maxim and
say ‘corﬁore sana cum mens sano,’ just as one is very soon
likely to hear of essays on the * Advantages of male education.’

We had not then a college day as we now have—no meeting
place. for past and present students, of professors and pupils.
The idea originated with Mr. Bilderbeck who I am glad to say
is still in the land of the living, although completely blind, and
etill takes a warm interest in his old college, and likes to hear
of its progress from the pens of his old students.
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He started what was called a ‘co wéﬁie Pré)-

fessors were the hosts and the old students “wer®gggied to witness
the demonstrations of tht latest wonders of s wssotvivere the
creature comforts forgotten.  But the students in college took no
patt in them. We then witnessed among other things, the X-rays
which were then a wonder, but which have now become a common
appendage of every well-equipped hospital, and even of private
dispensaries. The late Mr. Seshagiri Sastriar was in charge of
the refreshments. He used to say, “you have been shown as-
tronomy elsewhere. I am the professor of gastronomy and shall
show you its wonders.”” Truly, who can say that we did not
appreciate its beauties better ? But for some reason or other those
functions were given up and in its place we now have a function

_ like the present where old boys, present boys, Principal, pro-

fessors, all meet together and contribute to its success.

And then, the exhibitions that are organised by the students
themselves in the departments of chemistry, physics and natural
science, with the Professors always in the background ready to
assist and correct, are entirely a new feature now. What a wonder-
ful demonstration of ability and practical application! And to
think that the young men in charge of these laboratory enterprises
will go out into the world equipped to start great industrial
enterprises such as soapmaking, candle making, perfumery, wood-
distillation, iron works, wireless, etc., to mention only a few of their
activities! Surely it augurs well for the future of our country.

And now you have a Magazine of your own, under the able
editorship of Prof. Runganadhan and his associates. And then, as
members of the University Training Corps you have the oppor-
tunity of being trained as soldiers under the command of your
own professors to the advantage of your own physique as well as
of your country. This is a privilege which was denied to us and
one of which we had no conception even. It is indeed gratifying
to observe how your professors are moving with you out of class
hours taking part in your sports, in your debates, in your dramatic
entertainments, in your hostels, and in your excursions,

May I say a word about the Professors of the old days? The
first Principal I came in contact with was the late Mr. G. H. Stuart
—a gifted man and Smith’s prize-man—who did his mathe-
matical problems on the nail of his thumb. He took a great
interest in the boys who were good in his favourite subject mathe-
matics, and helped them in after life by the very great
influence which he commanded. To our great misfortune he
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was called away while yet in the prime of life.” Then there was
Mr. Bilderbeck. He was the first to start the idea of the associa-
tion of professors and boys outside Collége. He often invited the
students to his house and gave them parties. To him is due the
Pavilion that stands there. He took great pains to prepare his
lectures—but the students did not seem to appreciate them. Some-
how they seem to have a sneaking partiality for the professors
who do not take much pains. Mr. E. H. Elliott, Junior Professor
of English, was of the latter class. Generally indolent, he would
however when a difficult passage came up, rub his nose and tackle the
difficulty in such a manner that even the dullest were enlightened.
There was Dr. Oppert, Professor of Sanskrit and Dravidian Philo-
logy. He was a German and a savant in Assyrian or Chaldean
and it was said that he was appointed by mistake to the Chair of
Dravidian Philology. Of succeeding Principals, I cannot say
much, but I wish to say one word about your last Principal
Mr. H. S. Duncan. He was truly the son of his father, the late
Dr. David Duncan. He was kind, gentle, and unassuming and
guided the College in & critical period with tact and sympathy,
when sternness would have proved disastrous. Of the present Princi-
pal and Professors, I do not wish to speak, for obvious reasons.

I shall say a few words about the distinguished students the
college has produced. Mr. Duncan once asked how it was that so
many of the distinguished students of the college had a P in their
name P. Ranganatha Mudaliar, Sir P. Rajagopalachariar, Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Iyer, Sir P, S. Sivaswami Iyer and so on. The reply
was that it was the P. of the Presidency College. In the same
way, | may say that there are distinguished old students like Sir
C. Sankara Nair, Sir C. V. Kumarasami Sastri, who represent
the C of the Presidency College. In fact I wonder whether Sir P.
Rajagopala Chariar does not illustrate the C rather than the P.

Many are the contributions of the college to the Bench and
the Bar. Their names are well known and need not be repeated
here. Among statesmen, there was Sir P. Rajagopalachariar,
whose recent demise we all deplore. He was an able man who
adorned every place he held. As the Dewan of Travancore,
he is still held in affection and esteem. He crowned a remarkable
career by being the first President of the Legislative Council in
which office he earned the admiration of all by his quickness,
fairness and independence. Among merchants, I may mention the
late Mr. Numberumal Chettiar. Among Engineers, Mr. Bhaskara
Iyer and the late R, A. Srinivasa Iyengar. Nor has the old College
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been unmind.ful.of its own wants. It has trained Professors for
its own functioning. The late Professor Ranganatha Mudaliar was
a student of the college. He was an all round man of wide
culture and genial manners. He was the first and the only Indian
Professo_r in my days, and it was then considered a very great
honour indeed for an Indian to be a Professor of the Presidency
College. Mr. H. Narayana Rau, formerly Professor of Geology,
Professor K. Ramunni Menon who has only recently retired and

Mr. M. O. Parthasarthy Iyengar, who is your Professor of Botany,
are old boys of the college.

!can go on indefinitely. But you are all no doubt anxious
to witness the entertainment that is next on the programme.
Remember that all of you may not attaineminence—that is a matter
of luck and circumstances but all of you can do what comes to
you well, as behoves old boys of the Presidency College. So once
i{gal;in thanking your Principal and yourselves, I wish you all good
uck,
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ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

There are at present sevenfeen universities in India recog-
nised by the government, besides three which have not sought for
such recognition. These are the Guzerat Vidhyapitha, of which
Mahatma Gandhi is the life and soul, the National University, of
which the poet Rabindra Nath Tagore is the Chancellor, and the
Women’s University at Poona, of which Professor Karve is the
moving force. The difference between the two types is one of
principle. Those who believe that education should be state
aided and therefore state controlled have obtained recognition
from the government. Those who think otherwise have remained
outside the fold.

The benefit which the country derives from these ‘ private’
universitiesis directly proportional to the greatness of the person
who is at the helm of affairs in each of them. If he is uni-
versally respected, the institution also is held in high esteem, and
it becomes popular ; if not, it succeeds only in being dull. Whereas,
in the state aided universities, every detail in the working has
reached such a state of perfection and it is so necessary to follow a
precedent for everything, that it is difficult to move away from the

usual groove or to introduce any radical change in any direction. -

"Like Tennyson's Brook, they seem to go on merrily enough in
their own way, singing the chorus :—

‘Men may come and men may go, but I go on for ever.
Their strength lies in their performance, and their weakness in
their inability to respond quickly to the needs of the times.

Having pointed out the essential distinctions between the two
types, let us, in this article, confine ourselves to an account of the
origin and development of the state aided universities, and discuss
briefly their contribution to educational thought.

For purposes of convenience, our seventeen universities may
be divided into four different groups. Madras, Bombay and
Calcutta the earliest among them—were started in 1857 ; next
came Allahabad and the Punjab universities, though not till twenty-
five or thirty years later. These five may be regarded as the

* This is the first of a series of four articles on Indian Universities—ED.
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‘older’ universities, as compared with the remaining twelve which
were all founded after 1916.

The main characteristics of this group areas follow :—(i) The
initiative to bring them into being was taken by the government,
(ii) They were started first as examining bodies, the function of
teaching being undertaken by the respective colleges which sent
up the students, (Hence also the necessity for *affiliated’ or
¢ associated’ colleges in all of them). Even now they continue
this trait to a large extent, and it is only during the past ten years
or so, that they have begun to recognise  teaching ’ and ‘ research’
as part of their duties, though credit is due to Calcutta for having
given the lead much earlier. (iii) They have only a limited
measure of administrative control over the ‘affiliated’ colleges,
which are entirely responsible for the teaching imparted to the
students. As these colleges were generally overcrowded, it
meant, in practice, especially in a place like Calcutta which at
one time served the educational needs of the whole of northern
India and Burma, the examination of tens of thousands of candi-
dates for the Matriculation or the F. A, as the Intermediate exa-
mination was called in the old days. And no wonder that so
far as the number of undergraduates passing through its portals
was concerned, it was regarded as the biggest university of the
world; and what is true of Calcutta is also true of the restina
slightly lesser degree. (iv.) They were all founded on the model
of the London university, as regards examinations, curricula and

courses of study.

To the second group belong the Osmania and Mysore
universities. They are situated in native states—the former in
Hyderabad (Deccan) and the latter in the province of Mysore.
As a result of the pioneer work done by these two, the rulers of
Travancore and Baroda have been trying to find out if it is not
time for them to have similar institutions in their own territories,
Mysore was started in 1916 and Hyderabad in 1918, Both of
them have certain well defined characteristics :—(i) The patron,
the chancellor, the vice-chancellor and the pro-chancellor—in
fact all the highest officers—are Indians. His Exalted Highness
the Nizam of Hyderabad is the patron of the Osmania university
and His Highness the Maharajah of Mysorc? the chancellor of
Mysore. (ii) Both of them were started with the definite ob-
jective of increasing the material resources of the states by the
application of science to the improvement of the social and edu-
cational conditions of the people and thus helping their progress,



156 THE PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MADRAS

Necessarily then more importance is attached to scientific subjects
than elsewhere. This also reacts on the curriculum of studies
in English in that they are content, at least for the B.A. Degree
examination, with a working knowledge of that language ; (iii) In
the Osmania university this reform is carried so far as to relegate
English to the position of ‘a second language—though a compul-
sory second language—and the idea is to impart all university
instruction through the medium of Urdu, the prevailing vernacular
of the state. 'Thanks to this new departure its career is watched
with extraordinary interest by all Indian educationists in order
to find out how far itis successful. During the past ten years, on
account of the vigorous and sustained energy shown by the Bureau
of Translation, with its large staff of qualified hands directed by
a competent scholar and writer—the necessary text books in
history, philosophy, economics, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
botany and zoology up to the Intermediate and B. A. standards
have been published : as also law books for the LL. B. examina-
tions. At present the bureau is getting ready books on medicine
and engineering; and those required for the M. A. Degree exa-
minations in Arts and Science. In this connection, no small credit
is due to Mr. Hydari (Nawab Hyder Nawab Jung Bahadur), the
Education Secretary of H.E. H, the Nizam’s government, who
is responsible for this bold experiment.

Let us next passon to the third group, consisting of the
universities of Benares and Aligarh. If the aspirations of the
Native States for educational autonomy are embodied in Mysore
and Hyderabad, Benares and Aligarh represent in some degree
the desire of the two great communities in India, the Hindus and
the Muslims—for some kind of religious instruction along with the
training of the intellect. Owing to the policy of religious neutra-
lity to which the British government is pledged in India, thereis
no religious or moral instruction imparted as suclh in the other
universities. Sixty years of this policy resulted in the abnormal
mental development of the young men passing through their
portals, without any corresponding ¢ training of the emotions.’
To remedy this state of affairs, it was considered necessary to in-
troduce religion and theology as subjects for higher study. As
the existing universities could not take up this new burden, the
Benares Hindu and the Aligarh Muslim universities came into
being, the former in 1916, the latter in 1920. Itis only in this
sense that they are communal, that Hindu theology and religion
are taught at Benares and Muslim theology and religion at
Aligarh—and not in any other sense, For in both, admission is
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all students, to whatever religion they belong, and there is
gge I;;?nplulsion for members of another religion to study the
theology taught there. The ideal they both aim at is the preser-
vation of whatever is best in Hindu or Muslim culture—a pre-
servation which will be impossible without an adequate study of
the two religions. Naturally enough, special emphasis is laid on
the study of Sanskrit Literature in Benares, the traditional home
of Sanskrit lore from time immemorial and on Arabic and Persian
studies in Aligarh.

They are both residential and teaching universities of an
all-India” character. They derive financial support from the
various provinces,and therefore throv_v open their doors to students
from all parts of the land. In both, His Excellency the Viceroy and
Governor-general of India is the Loxd Rectox:; wt}xle usually
an enlightened Hindu prince at present, His Highness the
Maharajah of Baroda—is the chancellor for Benares and Her
Highness the Begum of Bhopal is the chancellor for Aligarh.

i = common features, Alighar specialises in the

stud}f3 2?1?1?: Iggin, and the other sacred books of the Mus‘lflms;
hile Benares is noteworthy not only for the study of the Vedas
;)V 1e1 for its encouragemwent of Ayurved}c studies in a.specxal
il sofor the stimulus it has given to music by the appointment
colleglg, fessor for that subject, and last though not least, for the
zga?nte;c:mce of a school of Mining and Metallurgy—the first of its

kind in India. . o
belong the other eight universities, the
T°ttl:,? J}?‘ls:hg{so ‘Apgra, stagrted only in July 1927. They are
youngels the resuit of the widespread edpcauonal awakening in
all of tlein soon after 1916, The founding of the Mysore and
the com rI}—’Iindu universities in that year led the Indian publicists
Benaresetheir attention on the inadequacy of the opportunities for
to focus d cation in India—especially as compared with Great
higher ¢ E United States of America and other advanced
s fethe West. Side by side with it was the epoch-making
countneSfo he Calcutta University Commission which sat frpm
ot ?91t9 resided over by one of the greatest educationists
1917 0 1d'1§r (now Sir) Michael Sadler and counting among
pf the WbC;rr & e p owerful personality of Sir Ashutosh Mookerjea.
N men:ically their labours were confined to the question of the
Theor=: ation of the Calcutta university, so as to suit the grow-
?e-orgagls f the country. Butin practice their recommendations
i:;egr:e iasrrc':ed out (with minor modifications) in every existing
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university, and were kept steadily in view in the creation of the
later universities. After an exhaustive study of the problem, the
Commission came to the conclusion that the best provision for the
educational requirements of the land would be to start a large
numbszr of unitary, teaching and residential universities. So the
Uuiversities of Lucknow and Rangoon (in 1920), Dacca (1921)
and Delhi (1922) were all founded, providing for instruction within
a ten-mile radius of the Convocation Hall. From the outset
they recognise their duties of research work and publication of
important books, to add to the stock of the world's knowledge.
They provide for the medical inspection of all the pupils, and for
military training for as many students as possible ; for extension
lectures on popular subjects and the formation of students’
Information Bureaus.

The remaining four—Agra, (1927) Nagpur (1923), Patna
(1917) and Andhra (1926) universities—are of the federal type at
present ; they cater to the needs of a much lesser area than the five
older universities, although they have not yet become unitary or
residential ones. But they recognise definitely that this is only a
transitory stage in their development ; and therefore they are start-
ing three or four “ centres ” in their respective areas—every one of
which will ultimately become a unitary residential university.

Having noted the different characteristics of the various groups,
some concluding remarks may be offered regarding university
organisation and development in India. The “older” universities
owe their existence to the initiative of the Government; the second
group to the “awakening in the Native States” ; the third group
to the desire for religious and moral instruction as such by the
Hindus and Muslims in their respective faiths; and the last group
to the “ awakening of the Indian public” to the educational needs
of the country as a whole.

As regards their relative importance, though the new univer-
sities are larger in number, their strength, so far as students are
concerned, is not very great. While the ‘““older” universities
have on their rolls between ten and fifteen or sixteen thousand
students each, Patna and Andhra universities have from 3,000 to
4,000 only, Benares has just over 2,000, and the rest have an
average of only 1500; except Osmania, the smallest which has
less than 600 pupils.

Again, besides maintaining their superior strength in numbers,
the “older” universities are slowly adapting themselves to the
changing conditions. Nowadays, they are attaching increasing.
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importance to oriental learning, the development of Indian
vernaculars, the medical inspection of pupils (which was recently
made compulsory in Madras), provision for the military training
(by forming University Corps) of as many as possible and other
modern requirements. Teaching, Research and Publications of
original works have all been attempted, though much has not been
done in this direction.

On the legislative side, the 1857 Act was modified by the
Indian Universities Act of 1904 and that again by the various
Amending Acts passed by the legislative councils of the various
proxgilé:es, after education became a “transferred” subject
in 1919.

With reference to the contribution of Indian universities to
the development of educational thought, we must confess that
there is very little done so far. But the reasons are not far to
seek. It has already been hinted that the appointment of Indians
to the highest offices of the university is a very recent phenome-
non: till about a decade back, there were very few Indians who
had an intimate knowledge of the administration and control of
university education. Secondly, even teachers of the university
grade were so poorly paid that the best intellects of India did not
choose to take up the profession of education. But now thereis a
chance for Indians to become Principals of Arts and Professional
Colleges, University Professors, and Vice-Chancellors, which have
been made attractive on account of the power and prestige, as also
the salary attached to them, there is a fair field for the exercise of
Indian intellect on university problems, and it is only hereafter
that we can expect some worthy result from them. Thanks also
to such institutions as the Inter-University Board, the Tata Insti-
tute of Bangalore, the Conference of the Universities of the
British Empire and the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation
(started as an auxiliary to the League of Nations)—in all of
whose deliberations Indians are allowed to take an increasing
share, there are now greater opportunities for the initiation of new
schemes and the successful carrying on of new experiments in an
atmosphere of enlightened freedom. We have waited long for the
harvest; let us hope that it will be rich and plenteous,

N. R. Kepari Rao.
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The Sun Sings

Oh where would be the blue of the sea
And the green of yon laughing isle ?

Your fairest flower would it bloom an hour
Were it not for my quickening smile ?

'Tis I who wake the maiden spring
And lure the flowers to light,

I circle the hills with a golden ring,
And put the mists to flight—

The canna I give its flaming red,
The parrot his plumage green,

The lush laburnum its drooping head,
And the palm-tree-tops their sheen—

The beauty of all the earth is mine,
The laughter of silver rills,

T he bird's wsld rapture in song divine,
The peace of moonlst hills—

So where would be the blue of the sea
And the green of yon laughing isle ?

Your fairest flower would it bloom an howr
Were st not for my quickening smile ?

“R. A. St. C.n

o B

AT A RAILWAY STATION

Srintvasan "Beg, Fido! I've no bhones to give you; but these
wheat-cakes'cpntain vitamins and are goad for you,”

Station-monkeys: " Who said vitamins? Let’s try somel”
145435



As Others See Us

Quot capita lot sententiae—as Horace observed in one of
his philosophical moods, there are as many opinions as there are
men. The ideais a fruitful one and the Presidency College,
where one crosses and recrosses so many different types, affords
much secope for those of our philosophical friends who choose to
throw their light upon the enumeration of types.

There is, for example, the gentleman who is technically
known as the “swat,” whose supreme ambition it is to be a B.A.
B.L., Vakil of the High Court. With that praiseworthy object in
view, every available moment of his day is utilised in poring over
books ; he has no place for the lighter things of life which is for
him a hard reality ; he probably finds it harder than ever when his
ambition is achieved. There is also his diametrically opposite
friend, the one who is proud of not working and who, in the moment
of failure, has the great consolation that he is better off than others
who reaped no gains even though they took great pains. Between
the two, there is the student who is always asserting as gospel
truth the fact that he never studies ; knowledge comes to him in an
intuitive way and, incidentally, we are expected to fathom the
depths of his genius and infer, in a general way, what he would
have achieved had he worked.

It was often impressed upon us in my old school that we
should, on entering the university, deport ourselves as future
leaders of the country. There are some students who feel that
they have this gift of leadership in a remarkable degree; acting
according to biblical direction, they do not hide their light under a
bushel ; they even proclaim it on the housetops. They advertise
themselves as the “fittest, swisest, best”—or in the Carlylean
doctrine of Hero-Worship, as the men providentially set in our
midst to lead us. There are not a few in the Presidency College, who
have the invaluable gift of the gab—wvoces praetera nil. With
forefinger sawing the air, they would raise the very stones of Rome
to mutiny. They are our great politicians who pretend to know
both sides of the question, without having heard either ; for ex-
ample, they condemn Miss Mayo's book without having read a
line of it. They may be said to put two and two together and
make five or six; in logical language, their conclusion from given
premises is much more than the premises warrant. I was told
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the other day by one of them that about communal strife, Govern-
ment was making a mountain out of a mole-hill. He had a solu-
tion which would suit both Hindus and Muslims to a T. He
would divide India into two exact halves by a line from the
Himalyas to Cape Comorin; he would allot one half to the Hindus
and the other to the Muslims and having fixed their provinces

would say to both ¢ Thus far shall ye go, and no further.”

Many of us have suffered at the hands of the student who
seeks for knowledge in every nook and corner ; with this laudable
end in view, he opens our letters and is benefited by the general
knowledge they contain; occasionally, he forgets to put the letters
back. There are also our College warriors no whit behind the
Spartans of old. For them, “life is real, life is earnest "—they
consider it something of a weakness to show that they are amused
—in short, they have no sense of humour which, of course, implies
that they have no sense of proportion. The way in which
some of these gentlemen look on with faces, fixed and determined,
at the most humorous page of Punch, would make angels weep. It
has been well said that a sense of humour is not a luxury but a
very bare necessity of life.

Then we have all met the gentleman who reminds you of the
tale of the cat and its new bow—who is ordinarily known as the
Dandy. Of his dress we will say nothing except to note in passing
that his hat is kept at a remarkable angle by something of a hat
trick—and his general appearance is that of a thing of beauty
and a joy for ever. In conversation his expression is that of a
martyr heroically condescending to come down ; to these we feel
we could recommend the tenth chapter of Carlyle’s Sartor Re-
sartus. There are amongus, students of the depressed classes
struggling to achieve something to gain equality with others but
there exists in many cases a traditional bar against association—
a bar over which it seems they cannot cross. But there is no room
for the “snob " at the Presidency College ; it is for us to lend those
who are struggling up, a helping hand and lead them on to the land
of knowledge and power.

= E. DaC.



College Societies
Tur UnioN SoCIETY.

Towards the end of last term the College Union Society
staged the Merchant of Venice. From a histrionic point of
view there was much to be improved upon, though the acting
of some was especially good. The chicf fault in amateurs’ acting
is that much of what the players say is uninte}ligible to the
audience. This is perhaps due both to their speaking indistinctly
and also to their hurrying over speeches, especially if they be
of some length. But for this fault, which, it was noticeable
the more experienced actors avoided, the acting was uniformly
of a high standard. Shylock’s gruesome, relentless character was
portrayed most faithfully by Moheb Ali, while Mr. B. Seturaman,
who has acted so often and with such success on our college boards,
and Nalpon, as Bassanio and Antonio respectively, could not
have better represented to us how Venetian dandies of those
days conducted themselves. Portia’s part, always a difficult role

to play, was done by Saletore, and it must be said he did exceed-
ingly well.

The coaching of the players, as usual, devolved on Mr.
S. E. Runganadhan and he was kindly assisted at the outset by
Mr. Papworth and later on by Mr. V. Venkataraman. They are to

be congratulated on the success of the performance and thanked
for the pains they took.

The Union conducted a debate on the resolution of Mr. Hari-
bilas Sharada, viz. *That in the opinion of this house the
marriageable age for girls should be 12, and that for boys should
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be 16 years.” After considerable discussion the r_esolution was
amended to the effect that the ages should be raised to 16 for
girls and 21 for boys. The amended resolution was passed by
a large majority.

PHILOSOPHICAL. ASSOCIATION.

The activities of the association began with the inaugural
address, delivered by Mr. A. Ramaswamy Mudaliar B.A.,BL., on
the “ Sages of the East.” This was followed by a serles;’of three
lectures; one on ‘ Hume’s contribution to Phxlosqphy by Mr.
Natesan of the final Honours class; the other dehven:;‘d by Mr.
Balakrishna of the Fourth class; and the third, on the “Varieties
of Psychism” by Mr. K. Krishnamoorthy, Prof. D.S. S_arma
presiding. Besides these lectures, the members of the association
were fortunate to have a series of five lectures delivered by
Professor A. Chakravarti, under the auspices of the University.

aledictory address was delivered by Mr. S. V. Rama-
moorl:t[‘hk;eM\.:,el.é.s., }(,)n “ The Philosophy of the Positive and Nega-
tive,” on the 11th of February.

In the matter of socials and other activities of a general
character, especially in sport, the members of the association are
among the foremost. The captains of cricket, l?ockey,' foott{all
and tennis are all ¢ Philosophers,” and we remarked with pride
that the most prominent athletes on college day were also

from our department.

TuE NATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION.

The activities of the association in the second and third terms
were many and varied in character. There were many lectures

. on popular scientific subjects. The most important function how-

ibition. It was held on 13th December, 1927
?;:frl;l YSSA,tE.e tgxgl_l.%tp,m. The zoology section was the cynosure
of all eyes. On the whole, the exhibition was of great educational
val‘ue. There was a record number of visitors both from colleges
and outside public. The latter included many _]udges‘ Of the High
Court and heads of various departments. An admission fee of
annas 4 was levied. More than 1,500 tickets were sold and this
breaks all previous records. Another important function was the
excursion to Vandalur which was conducted with great success.
The party left Madras at 11-30 A and returned at about 10 p.m.
Students in many groups wandered over the hills for full three
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hours, collecting specimens of plants and rock. More than 65
students joined the excursion party.

The long-standing desire to have a separate natural science

~ magazine has at last been realised this year. In the second issue of

the magazine, it is gratifying to note that many past prominent

members of the association have contributed articles on important
scientific subjects.

THE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

The actual work of the association began with the inaugural
address delivered by Dr. S. Krishnaswamy Iyengar who spoke
on the fascinating subject—“Research in Indian History”— This
was followed by an interesting paper on the “Reserve Bank
Bill” read by Mr. V. Thirunavukarasu of the fourth class.
The next to come was the speech of Mr. Srinivasan of the
final year (Hons.)) on the “ population problem” when many of
the members enthusiastically took part in the discussion. The
last meeting of the association was held on the 10th February,
1928 under the presidency of Mr. M. Ratnaswamy, Mm.A., Bar-at-
law when Rev. Father Ambruzzi of Mangalore spoke on “Nicot
Machiavelli.” The closing function, the reading of the annual
report took place on the 18th February, 1928.

In the last mentioned report the managing committee after
giving an account of the meetings, suggested the starting of a
Historical magazine devoted to the discussion of all present
day topics of historical and economic interest and “the forma-
tion of an old boys’ association which will knit together the past
students with the present, the old with the new.” They also
expressed their regret at the departure of one of the Vice-Presi-
dents of the Association, Mr. A.V, Venkatrama Iyer, M.A., L.T., from
the history department. The committee expressed their sincere
and heartfelt thanks to the President and the Vice-Presidents
for the kind help, excellent advice and encouragement they
had given. In conclusion the committee wished the outgoing
members every success in their future career-—a career which
will be full of usefulness, honour and service to the country.

THE TaMiL MANAVAR SANGAM.

There were two meetings of the Sangam ;in the first M.R.Ry.
A. Karmega Konar, Avl. of the American College, Madura,
delivered a lecture on “ Tamil,” with M.R.Ry. N. R, Kedari
Rao, Av], in the chair. He spoke in general about the sweetness
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and the beauty of the Tamil language and exhorted all the stu-
dents to take an increased interest in the study of their mother-
tongue. He said he was pleased to find signs of a new interest in
the study of the Indian vernaculars and hoped that it would bear
rich fruit ere long. After a few remarks from the Chairman, the
Secretary garlanded the learned lecturer and the Chairman, and
with a vote of thanks, the meeting came to a close. There was
also a group photo on the occasion. .

. The second meeting was held under the presidency of M.R.Ry.
A. Chakravarti, Avl. when M.R.Ry. C. R. Namasivaya Mudaliar,
Avl. delivered a lecture on ¢ Tamil Nadu.” He first dealt with
the boundaries of the province in which Tamil was spoken as the
mother-tongue and said that south of the Cape Comorin there was
some land which has now been submerged in the sea. Next he
talked about the civilizations of the Tamils and paid a glowing
tribute to the commercial enterprise and the genius for colonisa-
tion shown by them. Lastly he said that we should all work for
the uplift of the motherland wholeheartedly and not the least im-
portant of the ways in which we could serve the land of our birth
was to devote our attention to the culture and betterment of the
Tamil language.

With a few remarks from the Chairman and the usual vote
of thanks proposed by the Secretary, the meeting terminated.

THE MALAYALEE ASSOCIATION.

The inaugural address was delivered on 30th August, 1927 by
Mr. A. Sivarama Menon, B.A., B.L., and he spoke on “ Some Social
Problems of Kerala.” He dwelt at length on poverty and un.
employment which, he said, were traceable to time-worn agrarian
laws. Evil customs like untouchability and unapproachability had
been poisoning Kerala society for ages and he exhorted his hearers
to study live problems like these and go forth into the world fully
equipped for social service.

A series of lectures were delivered under the auspices of the
association and they were all well-attended. Mr. T. K. Velu
Pillai of the Trivandrum Bar spoke on “Poetry” and Mr.
Poduval of Tripunithura on “ The Ancient System of Education.”
Presiding on the latter occasion, Mr. K. Rama Pisharoti, M.A.,
Principal, Sanskrit College, Tripurithura made some valuable
suggestions in regard to research work in Kerala. *Kalidasa,
His Age and Nativity ” was the subject of the last lecture which was
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delivered by Mahakavi Ullur S. Parameswara Iyer, and it is
worthy of note that Sir R. Venkataratnam Naidu our learned
Vice-Chancellor was one of the large audience present.

Last but not least, mention must be made of another sphere
of our activities, namely the staging of a Malayalam drama, We
chose this year ‘ Vasana Vijayam™ by H. H. Rama Varma
Appan Thampuran of Cochin which was staged successfully on
13th December, 1927. All the actors did their parts splendidly
well. Mr. K. P. R. Menon as “ Balakrishnan” was unexpectedly
brilliant. Mr. S. R. Chalat as “ Perumkali” and “Korathi” and
Mr. B. K. Thayil as “ Ammalu Amma’ were loudly applauded,
the former for his superb naturalness and splendid acting, the
latter for his matronly womanliness and all-round stage craft.
Mr. K. P. Ramunni Menon, our last year’s “heroine” retained his
role this year also and that with greater success. Some very
enjoyable comic action was provided by Mr. P. T. Thomas who,
as “ Asan” added another laurel to his alicady acquired reputa-
tion. But the “star” of the day was Mr. C. K. Menon (in the
role of “ Ruffian ") whose devilish good-humour and Mopla songs

were loudly and continually cheered and many felt that but for him’

the show would have been a tame affair. * Freshers” such as
Unni Krishna Menon, Gopal Pillai, Koya and Nilakantan also did
their parts remarkably well. Thanks are due to each one of the

actors and our only regret is that we shall be missing several of
them next year.
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To make up for the dearth of fixtures last term, our Elevens-
have been having quite a busy time for the past three months.
While this is generally occasioned by the finishing up of Inter-
collegiate and our own College tournaments, several matches were
provided for our Hockey and Cricket Elevens, last December, by
our trip to Bangalore. :

For a highly successful and immensely happy ‘tour’ of a
week or so, we have to thank Mr. C. K. Krishnaswamy, our Sports
Secretary, as well as Mr. Metcalfe and Mr. M. G. Stinivasa Rao of
the Central College, Bangalore. They were untiring in their
efforts to give usa good time, and but for them we would never
have embarked on so novel a venture. Let us hope it will not
be the last of such trips to neighbouring universities. The doings
of our Cricket and Hockey teams are chronicled below.

To conclude with a few general remarks on the sporting
tendencies in the college during thé past academic year, we have
noted that of all the games provided, tennis has been by far the
most popular. S. Venkatanarsu, our Tennis Captain, is to be con-
gratulated on his successful tenure of this office, as well as on his
various successes in College tournaments. Of team games which
are so much more useful, according to sporting critics, in building
up the mdn, Cricket has attracted the largest number of enthu-
siasts, with the result that we have kept the colours of the College
flying in the teeth of the most deadly attacks.

Hockey, from the achievements of the last two years, seems
to have fallen off. Not that we are not blessed with good
material : somehow we scem to lack cohesion, to have lost the
knack of playing for the team. Perhaps more frequent matches
against private clubs before we come to actual tournament contests
may help us through in future.

1454—¢
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Of our athletes and sportsmen who leave us this year we
must mention G. Kondalarayadu, our representative at the local
Olympic meet, where he helped our college to come out second
among the various institutions and clubs that sent in representa-
tives. The Presidency College got 21 points, 15 being contributed
by him, and the rest by Joseph, our crack miler, who walked off
with the mile ingreat style. Kondalarayadu was the champion
athlete at three Athletic meets this year: The Olympic Sports,
the Y.M.C.A. Sports, and our own College Day Sports. We also
lose E. K. Varadan, our doughty Cricket Captain, who has done so
much towards the successes of our team. Venkatanarsu, tennis
captain and our crack sprinter, as also Seshan, George, and
Narayan Rai, who have made themselves prominent on the field
of sport, all leave us this year. We wish them all luck in the
future, and hope that their careers in life will be, at least, as suc-
cessful as their careers as sportsmen in the Presidency College.

Hockey

We played five matches in all at Bangalore ; the first four
against college sides and the last against the redoubtable Bangalore
Indians. Our first match was with the Central College. Playing
on a gravel ground and in entirely new surroundings, it was not
surprising that we lost, and that by the narrow margin of one goal.
Our next encounter with the Engineering College found us more
at home, and we beat our opponents, after a fast game, by the only
_goal scored. Our third match was ke test for us, and the team
is to be congratulated on the excellent fight they put up. We
played a combined University Eleven and drew with them, (one
all).  Our match against the Medical College resulted in an easy
victory for us by three goals to nil. But in our last, against
the Bangalore Indians, the tables were turned against us with a
vengeance. We were lucky to come off with only two goals up
against us, they literally made circles round us for the greater
part of the game. On the whole the team worked well together
in a strenuous series of matches, and when we remember that some
of them had to play cricket as well, we did, 1 think, considerably
well.  Chandrasekaran, Padmanaban, and Venkatasubban in the

forward line and Seshan, Reddy and Flory in the defence helped
us considerably .in our successes at Bangalore,

The Presidency College Hockey Tournament for the Panagal
Cup this year attracted as many as eight entrics including the
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Government College, Rajahmundry and the Noble College, Masuli-
patam. The latter however were unable eventuallyto send a team
down to Madras.

In the first match, the Christian College met the Pachaiappa’s
College and first managed to carry the day. It was rather a
plucky fight put up by the Pachaiappa's College and we wish them
better luck next year. The second match between Rajahmundry and
the Muslim High School (holders of the cup) proved a close affair.
It was only after extra time that the Muslims scored . the winning
goal. The third match saw the Presidency College run out easy
winners against the Lawyers. We cannot however forget to mention
the excellent display of Hockey given by Ugappa. What would
have been but a lifeless game turned out ultimately by his sole
efforts to be quite a quick-spirited encounter.

The next match the first semi-finals took place between the
Christians and the Muslim High School. The latter were out-
classed and it was only infrequently that they invaded their
opponents’ danger zone— The second semi-finals between our-
selves and the Government Muhamedan College, who drew a bye in
the first round, was a sad spectacle for us. We lost by one goal,
scored during extra time. It was certainly one of our ‘bad’ days
and comment here is uninviting—The final match was quite the
best game of the tournament. The Christians beat the Muhamedan
College by two goals. The exchanges were even but the finish of
the Christian forwards was more polished. For the Christians, A,
Eling and W.Eling proved a stout defence, while Johnson and
Kallapa worked well together in the forward line. Gulam Ali and
Hussain Sheriff for the Muhamedan College played exceedingly
well but had little or no support. We congratulate the Christian
College on their success and especially A. Eling, their enthusiastic
captain.

We take this opportunity of thanking Messrs. B, J. Chatterjee,
A, Ramaswamy, and N. H. Tremenhere for so ably refereeing
throughout the tournament. _

The Committee of the Inter-collegiate Athletic Association
has at last decided to give the Hockey cup to the Christian College
XI. That team shares with us the honour of being least points down
till now, in the course of the tournament, which has beenrunin a
surprisingly desultory manner. It happens that they chanced to
complete their first round by the end of last term, being 3 points
down, while our team, (3 pts. down) have still two matches to play
to complete the first round. We would like it to be remembered
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A start was made with the final game of the inter-collegiate
tournament when we met the Law College on the 4th February.
Only a day’s play was possible, rain interfering on the second day
and the match being abandoned. Our innings of 184 included a
century by our skipper and a 50 by Parthasarthy.

. We have a different tale to tell about this game replayed two
weeks later, when we were bzaten by the very narrow margin of
1 wicket and 3 runs. It was a day of surprises. We collapsed
for 95 against no extraordinary bowling. Parthasarthy and
Pattabhiraman made 28 and 24 runs respectively.

Their first wicket fell for 51 and thereafter a rot set in and
- 8 more fell for 31.  We fought against every run but they pulled
off the game amidst great excitement. We congratulate the Law
College team on their hard won victory.

Tennis

For our tennis players the third term is a series of lusty
struggles for some trophy or other. No less thanfour College tourna-
ments were conducted this term, and provided a series of most
interesting and in some cases, exciting matches. The winner of the
College open singles was S. Venkatanarsu, the runner up being
P. Narayanamoorthy. The former also won the college Handicap
singles, D. V. L. Narashima Rao being runner up. The open
doubles were won by Narayanamoorthy and V. D. Ramaswamy,
and the Handicap doubles by Narashima Rao and Rajagopala-
swamy. Allen’s Memorial Tournament (open to all colleges in the
presidency) was won by Rajeva Shetty of the Law College, our
man Venkatanarsu coming up to the finals. It is regrettable that
no past vs. present Tournament could be arranged this year for
lack of entries. In the Inter-collegiate Tournament, now going on,
we defeated the Lawyers, and have great hopss of coming off top
dog in theend. Thus it will be seen that the energies of our tennis
champions are pretty severely taxed, but we have no doubt that
they will see the Inter-collegiate cup safely housed in the college
before they take the rest they so well deserve.

The Presidency College Annual Athletic Sports
Prize List.
High Jump : 1. G. Kondalarayadu (5'73"), 2. H. Ali Mirza.

100 yards flat race : 1. S. Venkatanarsu, 2. P. R. Subrama-
niam, 3. George.
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Har ﬁ:ﬁi%g; S'ihe shot : 1. G. Kondalarayadu, 2. Rhagavareddi, 3.
Kon c{a%gl?;a;gcésu.liurdles : 1. Narayan Rai and H. Ali Mirza, 2. G.
N Nﬁﬁ(:;g I{z%n;{) : 1. G. Kondalarayadu (17"105 ") 2. H. Ali Mirza,
Venkiia(t)nz?s’:i,s3].1aGt. f{cg;gzigé.ors): 1. P. R. Subramaniam, 2. S.

200 yards flat race ( Jjuniors) : 1. Suburamiah.
Throwing the cricket ball : 1. S. Venkat

3. P. R. Subramaniam. atanarsy, 2. C. Flory,
440 yards flat race : 1. P. R. Subramani

3. Padmanabhan. anian, 2. G. T. George,
Half Mile: 1. Joseph, 2. Ragavachari, 3. P

Diam. . R. Subrama-
Egg and Spoon race (Lady students) 1. Mi

ammal, 2. Miss Thomas. ) Miss Kameswara-
Sack Race : 1. Abdul Majeed.
Old boys' Handicap (under 40) : 1. Mr. Said Abdul Gunney
0ld boys' Handicap (over 40) : 1. Capt. Kri

Mr. C. K. Krishnaswamy Pillai. P rishna Menon, 2.
Fast bicycle Race: 1. C. Flory, 2. Moheb Ali, 3. Mirza
One Mile Race: (Open to colleges ) 1. P.M ;

(Medical college), 2. M. Joseph, (Presidency). + Chockalingam
Inter-class Relay Race s Winners: IVth class.
Team: Narayan Rai, S. Venkatanarsu, G. K

and Ragavachari. ondalarayadu,
Three-Legged Race : 1. Flory and Stracey, 2. George

Tug-of-war : (best of pulls) winners: IV
up Honours classes. th class. runner-

Past vs. present : Past won.

Fancy Dress Competition: Old boys: 1. )
Menon, present 1. Sitaramiah, (ploughm{m) 2. (}:ﬁ\r;t.N frls]gna
(pirate, Douglas Fairbanks). m Das

Championship: 1. G. Kondalarayadu (10
maniam (10 pts.) (10 pts.) P. R, Subra-



176 THE PRESIDENCY COLLEGE MAGAZINE, MADRAS

Last Confessional

For all ill words that 1 have spoken,

For all clear moods that 1 have broken,
For all despite and hasty breath,
Forgive me, Love, fcrgive me, Death.

Death, master of the great assize

Love, failling now to memories,
You two alone I need to prove,
Forgive me, Death, forgive me, Love.

For every tenderness undone,

For pride when holiness was none
But only easy charity,
O Death, be pardoner to me.

For stubborn thought that would not make
Measure of love's thought for love's sake,
But kept a sullen difference,
Take, Love, this laggard penitence.

For cloudy words too vainly spent

To prosper but in argument,
When truth stood lonely at the gate,
On your compassion, Death, I wait,

For all the beauty that escaped

This foolish brain, unsung, unshaped,
For wonder that was slow to move,
Forgive me, Death, forgive me, Love,

For love that kept a secret cruse,

For life defeated of its dues,
This latest word of all my breath—
Forgive me, Love, forgive me, Death.

JOHN DRINKWATER.

Gopi’s Book

. .
o " T T T ey
m‘- P e e iiert

“My ambition is to write a book before I die,” Gopi used to
say, “ my name shall not perish in the dust of oblivion.” [ don’t
know what could have possibly made him yearn for literary
fame, but it certainly was not any extraordinary talent he
possessed for authorship. 1 knew him in his college days, and
his composition marks which ranged asa rule between 3 and 4
very often went down perilously near two. Of course he used
to explain it by referring to what he called the ‘ personal equa-
tion' of the professor. In other words, he consoled himself by
thinking that the low marks he obtained were due to the pro-
fessor’s inability to size up a genius such as his.

Whatever that is, he had a mania to become an author.
Many of us have some pet scheme or other which we consider
to be indispensable for the progress of the world, and Gopi
thought that the end of the world could be averted or post-
poned only by his book. 1 don't mean to say he said it in
exactly so many words, but that was the impression left on your
mind after a sufficiently long conversation with him—and a con-
versation with him was always long. Another disconcerting feature
about him was that he was omnipresent. One day I went to a
restaurant, and, I needn’t say Gopi was there ! “Hullo!” he said,
“ just the person I was looking for ! I shall be ﬁmshmg my book in a
week or two. But I am bothered about the title.”

“ The usual difficulty with anthors,” I replied with a great
show of appreciation.

“ Perhaps you can suggest to me an appropriate title,” said
Gopi, pulling out a bundle of papers from his pocket, “ Here I
have the manuscript. . I shall read out to you a few passages which
will indicate the general trend of ideas in my book.”

I can't pretend to have understood a word of it. It was all
metempirics or something of the sort. *What do you think of it?”
demanded Gopi with evident pride.

“ Ask the devil!” I roared and fairly rushed out of the
restaurant and took the bus that luckily for me came along there
right at that moment. You may think that was the last of Gopi 1
saw. You are mistaken. Gopi would never take offence. In fact,
he followed scrupulously the gospel precept “ whosoever will force
thee one mile, go with him other two.” Only his ideal was slightly
higher, for he did not require to be forced for the first mile.

1454=17
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One day I was travelling by the S. . R, The train had
stopped near Chengleput, by the side of the lake which was
swollen by the recent raims. But who was it that was opening
the door of my compartment? Yes, it was Gopi! My entire frame
became limp with a nameless sense of exhaustion, but I resolved
to give him no chance to edge in a single word about his book.

“What a glorious moonlight, Gopi.” 1 said firmly, “The
lake and the hills in the distance look simply betwitching.”

“1 have finished my book,” Gopi said as if my remarks had
reference to that and nothing else.

“1don’t know why the train is stopping here,” 1 riposted,’

nothing daunted.

“lam thinking about the dedication,” Gopi answered. Well,
that was the limit, and I got down and walked over to my cousin’s

house to spend the night there, intending to resume my journey
the next day.

Anyhow, the sisters of Fate had woven Gopi’s book into the
very warp and woof of my life, and T was not destined to escape
it, try what I might. And this is how it all came about. I was
reading in my room one evening when some one knocked at the
door. 1 jerked up rather nervously, for there is no knowing when
Gopi will not pounce on you. Butl was immensely relieved to
see a stranger walking in. He handed a letter to me, and placing
a book on my table, took his leave.

The letter was from the Editor of “ The Literary Voice ”—
He was a friend of mine, by the way. The upshot of the com-
munication was that the book sent on to me was for review
and that it was the desire of the author that I should write it.
I dare say you have guessed who the author was. What was 1 to
do? “ Throw the book into the fire and take flight for dear life !”
the witty reader may say. Well, I did the next best thing. I
passed it on to a friend of mine who, with no notion of whal he
was doing, sent it to Gopi. \

‘ The review appeared in due time in the said journal, a
most ecstatic tribute that one man ever paid another. But under
that eloquent nonsense I found my own name in capital letters !
It was all Gopi's work. 1 could see it. But I could not publish
his knavery and bring him to shame for with all his faults he was
a good man! '

M. ], E.N.

TaE TairD AsceNT (Continued.)

Pupil.—Sir, if a man overcomes all these obstacles in the path of
his Bhalcti and goes forward, what is the state reached by him ?

—1I have described Bhakti as the second ascent in spiritual
life Tﬁc}aic:nan has traversed the distance and reached the top of the
secbnd ascent it means he is at the foot of the third.

p.—What ? is there another ascent still?

—Yes., Havel not already spoken of apara Bhakti and pari
Bhalﬁi ?leglsle {o?mel' leads to the latter, Pari Bhakti or Jnana is the

third and final ascent in spiritual life.

—Will you please explain how this third ascent is related to the
othef‘tw\gasgants you have so far described ?

— discipline of the first ascent leads to the mental
mumi';haggs or?(::lifg secoa%. which in its turn leads to the spiritual union
f the third, The firstisa life of righteousness, the second ig the life
of Ihe wnd the third is a life of fruition. Just at the end of the first we
of ?ég.t morality is not enough, so at the end of the second we see that
See hip is not the final word in spiritual life. Religious experience, in
worsalr?ow sense of the term, is not the highest kind of experience we
the é]a able of. It is true indeed that most of us cannot rise above the
'1“331 gf religious consciousness. But there are exceptional men who
y 1d rise above it to a philosophic or mystic consciousness. Their
oxr ience cannot be ignored. Hinduism faithfully takes into account
eiilpetl es of experience and tries to correlate them into a graded
a stesr,r? Jnana is the highest kind of experience which great Rishis
}sﬁtd a,ft.er a prolonged life of self-abnegation, prayer and spiritual quest,
v{le therefore cherish it as a priceless possession and regard it as an
jdeal toward which we have to work incessantly.
P.—~What is the difference between religious experience and philo-
sophic or mystic experience ? ‘ o
7 In all religious experience, there is the same 1mphcatton of
a ualit'y as in ethical experience. 'We have seen that in ethical experi-
! there is a perpetual distinction .betwgen. thq ideal and the actual,
euctz1igi ous experience there is a similar distinction between a perfect
én 3 and an imperfect soul. But in Jnana or mystic experience there is
o such distinction. Here, as in God, knowing and .being are one.
nMoan knows God by partaking of His nature and becoming divine.

P.—But is there any necessity that this mystic experience as you

it} it. should be preceded by ethical experience and religious experi-

c!";ce 9'Ig it not on the other hand the possession of a few, irrespective
?)f their moral or religious training ?
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T.—It is no doubt the possession of a few but it is not irrespective
of their character and devotion to God. On the contrary, it is the con-
summation of all ethical and religious endeavour, The Bhagavad-Gita
describes Jnana thus:—

Humility, modesty, innocence, patience and uprightness; service
of teacher, purity, steadfastness and self-control ; renunciation of the
objects of sense, self-effacement and the perception of the evil of birth,
dea:h, old age, sickness, and pain; detachment and dispassion towards
even one’s own children wife and home; constant evenness of mind in
the midst of agreeable or disagreeable events, unswerving and exclusive
devotion to me, resort to solitude and aversion to the society of men ;
perseverance in the knowledge of the spirit and an insight into the
worth of the knowledge of truth—this is declared to be Jnina and all
that is contrary to it is Ajnana.” From this description we see that
Jnana includes ethical purity and religious devotion. We may there-

fore say that Jana is the last stage of the process by which we come
to know the ultimate Reality,

P.—What is the ultimate Reality?

T.—Ultimate Reality is that the experience of which can never be
contradicted by any other experience.

P.—I don’t follow you, sir.

T—For instance our dream experience is contradicted by our
waking experience. Therefore though our dreams appear o be real at
the time we regard them as unreal when we wake up. Similarly if our
every day experience of the world is contradicted by a higher experi-
ence we have to regard it as not being ultimately real.

P.—How can our experience of the world be ever contradicted ?

T.—Tbe world is a thing of time. It is subject to change, It is
ever in a state of flux, We cannot say that this ever-changing uni-
verse bound by time and place is as real as the eternal, omnipresent
aud changeless God. Therefore we are justified in saying that the
world is not an ultimate reality but that God is. In fact, we have three
levels of existence—illusory, empirical and real, illustrated respec-
tively by our experience of dreams, of the world and of God, And
Jnana, as I have said, is the last stage in the process by which we
know God, not as we know any object in the world but by partaking
of His naturc and becoming divine in character,

P.-~Sir, we know the objects of the world by our intellect. Is
Jnana then opposed to intellect ?

T.—No, no. Itisonly a higher form of the intellect. It is rather
the fulfilment ol the intellect. Intellect deals with parts and gives
only partial or relative truths. Intuitionor.Jnana deals with the whole
and gives absolute truth, The findings of intuition are not opposed to
those of reason. Hinduism does not postulate a faculty called faith
totally opposed to reason for apprebending spiritual truths, It never
discards reason but only supplements it. Iis faith is rational faith
based on the experience of the great Rishis embodied in the Veda.
Jnana is therefore both knowledge of and life in God,
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P.—Do you mean to say then that Jnana leads us to a fuller know-
ledge ‘of God than intellect ?

T.—There is no comparison. ..
Janld like to know in what exactly this fuller knowledge
li’S_E-;I b%(/)lf:tl: }fff;e do we know of God through Jnana in the final
consists.

) iritnal life ? )
stage of spxllll our fuller knowledge consists in knowipg how little we
T.~We f him and how little we can know of Him. The feeling
really know ver the pilgrim when he leaves the ascent of bhakti for the
that com?? Ot of jnana is not unlike the feeling that came over Arjna
h%;t;rhe{‘:::‘e“; the Visva-rupa. the cosmic form of Krishna his friend :
alter ‘

i y iend, not knowing thy greatness I
“ inking thou art my friend, no 0
- (gbltrlll(ee Fi;rn ignorance or love as O Krishna, O'Yadlav% or O
addres'sc; i nirth I showed no reverence to thee while playing or
fripnd 1 ]va;ln gr;ys‘ittincr or eating, alone or in the pr§§?nce of others, I
11311131gor(eothe;3 to pardon me, [afBnite and Eternal Lord.

i ly know a fragment of Him in refe-

In the Z)’Sclents (z)xfnghgti{rtlcl;qfd?snlﬂmeeds, and like children we affect to
rence 0 OUrSE ¥, «  iarity with the Father. But on the heights of
be on termsoO re; opened and we gradually come to see what He is
jnana our eve:ha aniverse and above all what He is in Himself. 1t is
in relation to e'n into a man and coming to know that the father
like a child grgwlnf slayed with is, outside the home, the great ruler of
whom he love aa (}f life and death whose will i3 law to unnumbered
an empire, the lor the unsuspected heights of grandeur and

nationst- Vgl?{tl;,a;eeve;:: ts(;rlx;f:k dumb. We come to see that all our
glory a

boasted knowledge of Him is only ignorance.

> tirely unknowable ?

p.—Is God thbnézd is inknowable is the conclusion of scientific

T.—No. T({l&f)t of Hinduism. Agnosticism disclaims all knowledege
agnosticism an tgnce whether of God or of soul. Agnostics say that
of spiritual e)ilS ical life of the world there may be a God and that
behind the Dlyi'cl life of man there my be a soul, but both of them
behind the mentd They say that our knowledge is confined only t.o the
are unknowable. . (;Zr‘g‘y But Hinduism teaches that God is not
field of m;',,tter afl,h er tha.n' ourselves but also mﬁmtely near t_:o our-
only infinitely h:;’ ° to us than our hands and feet. For He lives in
gelves. Hels qtﬂtr};ez soul of our souls. He is the canvass upon which
our hearts, HZil:te'.l pictares. He is the very ground of our being.
we shmremasnl) why do you say that .the highest wisdom consists in

p.—1nz g i f Him ?

h e know very little o

kno‘wmf: tun.ttlw uch He is present in all of us we have to cease to be

r.—For fe f fe can know Him. We must ceuase to think in human
ourselves be \)\Ist learn to transcend timeand place. For God is not
terms. W?‘\%s not only in time but also beyond time. He is not only
mar Het {)ut also transcendent, so how can we poor creatures of time
immanes te notions of Him who is timeless ? Any statement that
Gl i‘;e%gis of Him, any virtue that we may attribute to Him must
we m !
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fall infinitely short of the reality. Therefore the wisest of the Hindu
sages declared that the only adequate description of God that we
can give is "neti, nati’—not this, not this. Accordingly in Hinduism
we have a two fold conception of God as Saguna Brahman or Iswara,
endowed with all the good and glorious qualities we can think of,
raised to the degree of infinity and Nirguna Brahman the ungualified
godhead which can only be described in negatives. Take for instance
the following passage from the Gita :—

“ He shines with the faculties of all the senses and yet He is
devoid of the senses. He is unattached and yet He sustains all things.
He is without dispositions of nature and yet He enjoys them. He is
without and within all beings. He has no movement and yet He
moves. He is too subtle to be known. He is far away and yet He is
near ” xiii: 15-16.

P.—8ir, are not these contradictory conceptions of God ?

T.—No, they are complementary conceptions. Suppose you raise
your naked eyes to heaven to look at the sun. You are dazzled and
cannot look at him. Then you use a smoked glass and see him. The
sun you saw at first is not different from the sun you see now. The
same sun is blazing in the sky. Similarly {he Absolute in itself is
called Brakman., The Absolute in relation to the world or viewed
through human spectacles is Isvara. The latter is personal, the former
impersonal.

~P.—Is not God a person?

T.—It all depends upon what you mean by personality. If by
personality you mean something finite and limited then of course God
is not a person. Usually every self-conscious personality implies
the existence of some other differentiated from him. But God the
Absolute is all. There can be nothing outside Hiin and differentiated
from Him. Heis not a person standing over against other persons,
He is a supra-personal spirit animating all beings. Therefore we can
speak of the personality of God only in an unusual sense of the term,
By personality we can only mean the highest conception that we men
can form of God. To avoid the ambiguity we say the Absolute in
itself is impersonal. The conception of God which the man in the
street generally entertains is grossly anthropomorphic, and the cere-
monies of popular religion are accordingly designed. As a man eats
enjoys, marries and fights so also the anthropomorphic God eats'
enjoys, marries and fights. As a man brings up a family so does his'
God. As aman loves his truly begotten son, so does his God, Asa
man pursues and kills his enemy s5 does his God. It is repugnance
to this vulgar religious sentiment peopling heaven with a host of
gods who love, seduce and beget that made some of the great minds
of the world like Buddhba silent on the subject of God. Even the
Gita, which is tenderly tolerant towards all forms of worship how-
ever imperfect they are, says " Fools not knowing my immutable and
transcendental nature think that I, the unmanifested am endowed
with a manifest form.” But as men’s mind improve, their conception
of God becomes elevated and many of the anthropomorphic traits are
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gradually dropped. However, even the most cultured of us for the
simple reason that we ate men have to conceive of God for purposes of
religious worship in terms of personality and interpret our sentiments
towards Him in terms of_ human aifections. Else a great spiritual
want would be left unsatistied. At the same time we owe it to the
Supreme Spirit that in our nl.oments of 1n§1ght Wwe impose on it no such
limitations as we are suffering from. .thn we remove from it per.
sonality we divest it of the last vestige of anthropomorphism, We
make an attempt fo view Go'd as He is in himself and not as Heig
for us, To my mind two things in the thought of India compel
admiration—the universal moral law proclaimed by Buddha and the
Vedantic Absolute developed by Sankara from the Upanishads,

P.—Sir, if the Absolute should be described only by ‘neti, neti,’
not this, not this, is it not a mere negation?

7.—No. All that we mean when we say of the Absolute that
nothing could be predicated of it is that it is wholly ot'he.r than what
we know in the world, We do not mcan therefore that it is a negation
or non-being. It is a negation of every positive thing We.know. But
it is not absolute negation. In other words we are qualified enly to
speak of what Absoluate is not but nqt of wh_at itis, It is an ineffable
reality which makes every kind of existence in the world possible. It
is the unseen money in the imperial treasury which gives the paper
currency of a country what value it has. We do noj; know in what
form the money is in the treasury. We have not seen it. But we know
that it is there and that from it the currency notes that pass through
our hands derive their value, blm_llarly we kx}ow thut the' Absolute
exists (sat), that it is pure consciousness (chit) and that it is bliss
(ananda) and that all our moral and spiritual values are derived
therefrom. .

p.—You say that the Absolute is unqualified and yet give it three
attributes of sat, chit and ananda.

T.—Sat, chit and ananda are not three attributes ascribed to
Brahman but only three ways of afﬁr.mmg.the existence of the one un-
qualified and infinite Being symbolised in the Veda by ¢t ‘mystic

syllable " Aum.” o

p.—Does ' Aum " stand for the Absolute Brah n? @ -

T.—Yes. Pranava or the sacred syllable * Au ( stands in all our
religious literature for Brahman. The Khatha ishad says, ““ The
word which all the Vedas proclaim and which all®ubsterities Speak of
and desiring which men lead the life of a Brahmnga hgrin—that word 1°
will tell thee briefly. It is this—Aum. This Sylkq eys indeed Brah.
man ; this syllable is indeed the highest.” . . .

P.—Sir, I have a doubt. If God is inanda or infinite bliss wigy is
there evil in this world ? Did he create it or not ® Is He a{‘fected%’m
presence or not ? M

. T.—Evil is inherent in the universe. Itis a necessary element in
it. For it is the opposition of the finite to the intinite, The world is a
thealire to which the progress of thg finite to the infinite through pain
and suffering is represented at various stages, Just as a child learns

»
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to walk by frequently falline down and crying we have to attuin
truth through avoiding errors and to attain perfection throuch over-
coming evil. The infinite is imprisoned in the shell of the tinite. 1t
has to break the shell, undergo pain and suffering before it becomes
itself. Thus evil is essential to our moral and spiritual growth, It is
a permanent factor in the world. It exists as long as there is a single ™
finite being to be reclaimed to infinitude. But it is not ultimately real.
It has no place in divine being. Like the shadow (hat a gross-sub-
stance casts, it vanishes as 500n as -grossness gives place to trans.
barency. A great Hindu mystic of our day thus speaks of pain, “ She
is the vestal virgin consecrated to the service of the immortal perfec-
tion, and when she takes her true place before the altar of the infinite
she casts off her dark veil and bares her face to the beliolder as a
revelation of supreme joy”” That is why in the Hindu conception of
Brahman there are no moral attributes. No evil, no morality. But
religious consciousness which assumes the opposition of the finite and
the infinite has to conceive of Iswara as the God of righteousness ever
at war with evil. It has to conceive of Him as & Sasvata-dharma-gapta,

P.—What do you mean Ly the opposition of the finite and the
infinite at various stages in the world

T.—The world is a battlefield where there is a perpetual war be-
tween matter and spirit—Prakriti and Purusha. The struggle expresses
itself in the forms of the earth, plants, animals and men. IFrom matter
to life, from life to consciousness and from consciousness to reasou, we
see the victory of spirit over matter., The whole course of evolution
consists in the spirit struggling to come to its own, The struggle is
of course still going on ; evolution is not complete. Solong as men {eel
an opyposition in their minds between spirit and nature, between atman
and Aniatman we have an indication that the hghest has not yvet been
reached. And when it is reached the Absolute returns as it were into
its original wholeness and matter is readered into spirit,

D. S, SarMa.

(To be continued).
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