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OTES AND COMMENTS tions many are entirely new and will influence [ndla

. : for many a year to come.
tomen's Day. 'Ihouf’hts have gone forth whose powers s1eep

('nrloul stedly the event of the month as far as the
women's cause is cone r=med has been “he unprecadent-
ed success of the Women’s Day held the day after the
Indian National Coemngress ended in Madras, Al least
3,000 women were present at the meetings and crowds
of women had to be refused admission at the afternoon
session as the Subjects Cemmittee Pandal was already
over-full, and without the aid of loud speakers it was
impossible to retain order. The ‘“Day ™ had been well

" advertised; a large and enthusiastic Commitres of

womnien representing all shades of thoaght in Madras
City had worked hard for the previous month; the
Programme was carefully worked out; the Congress
suthorities were most kind in givinn' free facilities
though the mectings were not under Congress
or affhliated diractly with the Congress; the Offic
the Day were capable and energetic; the lrms did

aus pxr e5

wonders in getting Notices and Programmes in time;
~ the arrangements for breakiast and tiffin between the

sessions worked without a hitch;
representative, varied, and sincere; the lessons learnt by
all from'the day’s experience were of invaloable im-
portancé~—On the positive side they were: Indian
wouien can organise Self-reliantly and efficiently;
women are eager for knowledge, power, change ; edu-
cated women have the facully of practical idealism.
The Resolutions constitute 2 Charter of Womanhood's

Vision of a reformed India. On the negative side they
were :

The poignant pathos of the appalling illiteracy of
the masses of Indian wormen ; the problems of the langu-

. age difficulty in any large All-Indian meeting; the dis-

appsintment of having no women a$- helpers' who are

in or connected with Government service, owing to the
refusal of Government -to let its women employees

take any share except by attendance; the need for

" efficient loud speaker arrangements to amplify women’s
- voices, for only quite exceptional women have loud

“eaough voices to

carry to such immense audiences;
i luhtv of ie’*pcmhng; on smh lce.dm’c as '\.hs

a,v-::\.v m am moment on crises of pt‘mh(‘dl or mrer* a-
H ; the public TPress will not give the
women' n,ove’nt‘nt the proportianate amount of pub-
l.u‘) itz hinpartance and success demands.

rovious Woinen's Conferences held at the time of

rress have been shorter and less comprehensive in

¢ soope. It will be noticed that among the Resolu-
N9 .

\.

(‘

o

the speakers were’

no m ore

7 All-Indianism.

The unity of Indian womanhood was well demons-
trated at the Women’s Iday by its Presidents and -
Speakers. A Bengali woman from  Patna, Mrs. P, K.
Sen, opened the proceedings, Mrs. Jannkibai Tthat of
Poona, spraking in Darathi presided at the morning
sessiom; Mrs. Kike of Indore, speaking in Hindi, opened
the afiernoon session, and Dr. Mutbulakshmi Ammal,

‘Daputy-President of the Madras Legislative Council

presided over the evening session which as open to

men aad women and held in the imniense Congress

Pandal. She spoke in English and Tamil. There

were also speakers in Telugu, Tamil and Canarese and

a Mubammadan woman speaker in Urdu.  The unity

was further emphasiscd by the opening pravers, Hindu,
Christian, Muhammadan, and a universal praver- re-

peated by all together.

The Indian Social Conference.

The organisation of this Conference was in the
able charge of its f\ecnptmn Chairwoman, Dr, Muthu-"
lakshmi Ammal M.L.C. It:was a most successful
Conference, and by its admission ticket-money, made
such a substantial sum that it can afford to undertake
continuous work for the coming vear. Mr. Natarajax
of Jsombay presided. A notable speech was made by
Dr. Muthulakshmi Ammal which we hope to publish
in the next issue of this magazine. Mrs, Sarojini Naida
delivered an inspiring speech in support of abolishing
purdah. She warned women all the world over that
the more the outer veils were drawn away the rore”
there would be need for esiablishing the inner purdah
of quiet modesty of spirit and seif-restraint, and the
more dermand there wauld be for utter chivalry of
action on the part of mnen who also should learn
modesly and not gx ve thnmselves the lizence to stare

at wotren or to 2ubmit them to.unveiled pablic
criticism. Another irnpressive speech was that made in
Tamil by Mrs. Chandracekhra Iyer of Dangalore on -
Child Marriage. : . Lo

Wotnen Veolupteers at the x.fmmm:.s.

There were sizty lady volunieers on constant
daty at the Indinn Nationa! Congress,. They were
under the Captainey of Mrs. Rukmini Lakshmipathy
and Mre. Kamaladevi, Chaftopadyaya and did’
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splendid service both for the thousands of women
visitors and as part of the musical corps. The men
volunteers dressed all in white, and the great brown
roof of the immense cadjan pandal decorated only and
simply by large flags of the tricolour, red, green and
white in khaddar, were all illuminated by the brilliant

‘orange-red Khaddar sarces of the women volunteers,

They seemed to glow like flames from a sacrificial and
purificatory fire in the public life. Charge of sixty
such young women night and day amid such crowds
was no light task, (the railways compute that 200,000
extra people passed through Madras in Xmas Week).
That thev were abie to move freely about their
duties without worry from any race of men present is
a proof that sex fear is an exaggerated relic of a
militarist age at any rate inan atmosphere where the
service of the nation is a unifier of all differences,

The Miracle of Accomplisbment,

It was in the August St#i Dharma that the seed
of Women's Day was.sown in the words. “ It is the
intention of the W.L A, to hold a MWomen's Day
during Congress Weck when women can freely express
their opinions on the problems of the country.” "1t was
the Secretary of the W. 1. A, who called.the first two

meetings of Madras women to initiate the arrange--
ments for the Day hut from that time on, the .

Commiltee became a General’ Body for the -Day
arrangemenis, and wag composed of- members from
ali kinds of Associations. It seemed. a miracle to
the writcr.of the above quotation when she viewed
the fruition of that seed during the actual  mestings of
Women's Day and heard the concluding Resolution
which called for the establishment of such a Day’
appunlly. There iz no keeping pace with certain.
aspects of the women's cause in India. '

K

- The Latest Waoman Magistrate.
1t has happened most fittingly that Mrs, Malati
patwardhan, Secretary of the Women's Day, was nommi-
nated as the most rza-cep't,lj' appointed Honorary Woman
Magistrate. IHer husband is .the younger brother of
the Chief of Sangli. For the past six years they have
heen living in Madras. - Mrs, Patwardhan was one of
the W. I. A. delegates ta the Women’s Congress of the
International Suffrage ‘Alliance in Rome four years ago.
She is very keén on games,.a mistress of her motor car,
an expert in tennis, an enthusiast on Girl-Gaiding, a
charming speaker.and an out and out feminist.
. R

Miss Davis?"Bomhny.

{ Congratulations to Miss. Davis ‘on her reception of
the Kaiser-i-hind Medal far her work in connectiort
with the Children's Aid Society 'in Bombay., The
success of the Scheme for Children’s Courts and their
accompaniments of Certified Schools, Remand Homes,
etc., 18 due to her energy and wige direction, Her
writing in the public P'ress on the woes of the Child
Delinguent have hren powerfully moving, ¢

. . p

.

The All-India Women's Educatioﬁa.l
iconference.

Every progressive woman in India who can
possibly arrange it should attend the Women’s Con-
ferspce at Idzlhi which will be opened on the 7th
February by H. E. Lady Irwin. Delegates from the
Constituent Conferences have already heen elected hut
visitors will be welcomed and if they will send their
names before the end of January to the Secretary of
the Reception Committee, Mrs. J. C. Chatterii,
Nichelson Road, Delhi, it will be possible to arrange
accommoadation for visitors at a small charge per Jay
in one of the hostels that is bring engaged for delegates
and visitors.

Immense interest is being shown in this Confer-
ence and as many as 900 women, Hindu, Muslim and
Western, gathered at the Constituent Conference
held last moanth in Delhi. The Resolutions for the
Delhi Session will be drawn up only when the
Standing Committee and Delegates meet in Delhi. The
names of all Delegates and the Resolutions passed
at all Conferences, also the names of the President and
Secretary of each Conference, and thenumber of women
who attended, should all be carefully sent at once to

. Mts. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, ¢/o Mrs. Sultan
yoingh, Kashmir Gate, Detlhi, for inclusion in the
Report. ' -
. The Legislative Assembly will be sitting at the
time of the Conference, and the presence of women
from all parts of India ‘all unanimous that they want
_the age of marriage raised by law should surely secure
the passing of the Age of Consent Bill and the Early
Marriage Prohibition Bill. The problem of purdah
will srobably be as vital an issue in Delhi as the early
marriage question. was in the Poonn Session.  Mrs,
. S, R. Das, Mrs. Brajnal Nehra, Mrs. Rama Rao, Mrs.
Chatterji and Dr. Pennell are all taking a keen interest
in making. arrangements for the Conference as will
“.make it a momorable occasian.

] J—

Bombay Weomen's Indian Association.

- The Report is to hand of the ifenth year’s work
carried on by the five branches of the W, I. A. Bombay.
It is a worthy record. The Bombay Presidency has
branches in Bhavamggar, Nandod, Surat, Ahmedabad,
Nasik and Poona. [n Bombay City alone there are
five branches. The Bombay membership roll is now
407. The Branch assisted in all kinds of philanthropic
and educational activity during the year—collecting
large funds for the Flood Relief, providing musical
entertainments, hopouring Dr. Besant, starting new

adult classes for Hand-work and the study of English-

and helping in the collecting funds for the promotion
of a Happy Home for the Blind, There were also
five meetings held to sapport the raising of the Age of
Consent and calling on Sarda to raise the age ‘in his
Bill to 16 for girls and 21 for boys, ‘The financial side

of the Bombay work is satisfactory as the Balance

Sheet shows an amount of Rs. 4,581 in hand to start
the new vear. Mrs, Herabai Tata is to be congratula~
ted on the saccess of her untiring work and on the
interesfing Report of the year,

’ - '

.
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An ANl India Fund for WWomen's Educational
Purposcs.

The Educational Sub-Committee of the Punjab
and Delthi Branches of the Federation of University
‘Women in India has drawn up a valuable scheme for
promoting the education of Indian womanhood, It
considered that the urgent need for the momeant is to
increase the supply and raise the standard of trained
women teachers, both primary and secondary. Its

jmmediate objective is to raise an All-India Fund to -

help the teachers primarily, but to assist in all ways
to raise the standard of girls’ education in this country.
14 also desires to enlist the active co-operation of the
Viceroy’s wife in the educational advance of women,
as the circular letter wisely states—" Hitherto much
attantion has been given to hospitals and welfare work,
but we feel we shall strike still further at the root
and core of social evils by focussing attention upon
' REvery lover of India will send
good wishes to the organisers of the scheme and es-
pecially to Dr. (Mrs.) Pennell, its Honorary Secratary,
for the rapid surcess of the scheme and for many
tangible results. -

Sttt

A Muslim Wamen's Meeting.

Muhammadan wortken in North India are so
progressive inmany ways that it will come s a surprise
to them to hear that a meeting of Mubam madan women
held recently in Madras City was ‘quite a remarkable
event. About 100 Muslim ladies met in the Govern-
ameant Muhummadan Girls’ School under the Iresidency
of Dr. Muthulakshmi, M.L.C. Mrs. Mazhurruddin made
n persaasive speech to her sisters. The meeting con-
centrated on the demand of the Muhammadan women
for the inclusion of their girls in 2ll Schemes for
-Compulsyry Primary Education.

. Wegetarion Societies.

A Vegstarian Society has been started in Madras,
.and comes not a moment too soon, for thereis a
fashion of thought arising amongst Indians who tra-
vel outside of India which demands flesh food and
says that it is ahstention from flesh that makes
Tndians weak physically., There may be difterence of

.opinion on the subject of meat-eating, butif truly free

in her thought and action no woman wounld care to
slaughter aniwals for food.  Wonen are the donors to

-the world of living creatures. Tliosz who give do not

want to destroy their gift. Women also know th> cost
of life and they have a greater sens2 of the sanctity of

“life than have men.  Therefore are women the poace-

overs, the opponents of war,and (he naturul preservers
of all that lives. We hope that the new Vegetarian
Societies that are  arising will do their propaganda

.chiefly in the mother tongues, so that women may b=

rousad to combat flash.eating customs, When the
women cook and serve good vegetarian food, and give ~

‘good humanitarian and scientific reasons for doing so,

there are very few people who will forez  them to de-

grade their finer feelings by haudling the flesh and

blood of dead animals,

THE NECESSITY FOR CHANGE.
: By J. KRISHNAMURTHI.

Morality must ever be changing to keep pace with
life ; for life is ever changing and you cannot bind life
as you bind morality. Morality must change century
after century to keep pace with ever-changing, ever-
forceful life. You cannot bind the sea, buf you can a
river and make it low where you will. Whereas the
sea is boundless, the river can be held by a dam for the
purposes of man. So likewise morality is the river and
life is the sea.

In Indiz we do not kesp pace with life: we are
trving to follow the morality of the past. Life is
pounded by our tradition ; and with life so hound, we
have invented a morality that strangles life. In order
to unilerstand life,~—a2ver changing, never constant—you
must have a changing morality. All over the world in
America, Europe, and elsewhere—they find life so
strong, so powerful, so energatic, that they have to
changa morality, IHere we have settlsd down uniler
the shade of n tree—a religious {ree which is supposed
0 shelter our being, though it does not. In the name of
religion we commit atrocities,and we call them religion.
in Russia, where the revolurion has su npreszed religion,
they say (I do not fully agree, but I agre= in oirt) that
religion is a drug, a dope that lulls the prople ; itz a
disguise behind which you can hide im morality, scoun-.
dralism, anything, and call it religion. Away with reli-
aion,” they sav, let's gel rid of God™. Of course, you
cannot g=t rid of God; it is Jike putiing out the sun, You
~an croate a harrier behind which to hide from the sun
hut voa cannot get rid of the sun.

In India we are still restricted by ideas of morality
and held by traditions which were, perhaps, good some
hundreds or thousands of years ago. As a tree drops
its leaves (which is a sorrow to the tree), 50 must
human beings change, must be vital, restless. Evolu-
tion is ever changing, going on and on; and if you
would keep up with evolution, your outlook, and all
yourideas must change. With that introduction,
Iet us look at our lives, each one of us at our own, not
our neighbour's,

First, life is one, whother in men or in women.
Because there is SOrrow in woman as in man, suffaring
is ip woman as in man ; so to divide human haing$ into
men and women, from the very start, is wrong.
Because they have diflerent bodies, we think—men
think-—that thev must be treated in a different fashion
and educated ina different way. But do not women
suffer in the same way as we do ? Hgve they not the
came doubts, the same troubles, the same sufferings as
men? So if you look from the bigger point of view, sex
disappears, as it should, With that disappearaunce of
the compartments of humanity—men and women— .
life will become much simpler; and wecan solve the
problems that each must face.

Let us look at our own traditions, life,
customs, habits that cause s0 much sarrow, degrada-
tions, suffering, Bat first, I would like it understood,
because it will grow in the minds of the paople that 1
am a Western in my idens—that Tam neither Indian nor
Western; [ am just a rraveller on the path, observing
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things that pass me by, Andif { see anything that is
wrong, (from my point of view, of course) natarally 1
want to correct it.  What is the thing that strikes one
most from a quite impersonal attitude of mind ?

Two things fundamentally : the question of wo-
map and the question of education. As vou know,
wonen are keepers of tradition much more than men,

If women made up their minds to alter anything
in the world, they could alter it to-morrow, ‘They are

capable of much more self-sacrifice than men, and so
have greater strength.,  Dut (he wonan who is a keeper
of tradition, if she is to understand life, must change
her attitude of mind. She must no longer be a slave,
I use this word exprassly, because women allow them-
zelves to be dominated. I Lknow that many women
agree with me, when they are far away from their
husbands, but when they return to their homes, the
tfrouble Lepgins. Then the men begin to dominate.
Why should vou yield ¢ You are as good as a man:
You have grester strengih! In America in certain
schools there huve been strikes among students, be-
cause the profesrors treated the students in a cruel
manner, So . vou should form a Woman's Union, not
Asrociation, and strike over things that matter, Iam
going to tell you what matters, for on you depends the
future glory of India ; because you have the glory of
bearing children. One of the most cruel things we
have is child marriage. Do not look at it from the
father’s or the mother’s point of view, bLut from
the child’s point of view. Suppose you were made
tp do things you abhor; what would vou do?
Resist, fight, struggle, run away. Let me give you
an example of a boy friend of mine in California.
He is five vears old and usedsto play with me often.
One day his mother told him she was going to give
him caster oil, and the bhoy objected as all boys do.
The mother insisted; the boy said: P

* Al right!
When the hour came, his mother could not find him; a
friend found him three and a hall miles from home,
a)m;} asked the boy why he had gone away so far.
The boy told him that his mother had insisted on giv-
ing him castor oil against his will, and so he was going
out into the world to earn his living—he was five vears
old!  After great fact and persuasion, he was broaght
back ; but he did.not take the castor oil,

Don't vou see you want independence, an mdepﬂn-
dent spirit, Just think for a moment: Is it right
to marry (even if the Shastras say you may) a girl
of eleven or lesser age? You were all married
probably at that age; you know theysorrow, the sufler-
ing, the calamity,and yet why do vou allow it? Forget
your religion, vour sacred books, everything; but
remember your sorrow, becatice out of sorrow comes
the blossom of experience. 1 was talking to a young
girl of seventeen. She was mafried at eleven, [ know
this is only an instance among hundreds and thousands,
At fourteen, she had a child. It is like a bud just
about to open and give forth its scent,’and you take it
and tear the petals out. The girl bad an operation, and
lay ill in hospital for two years, 1 asked her why she
stoond it? She said, “My father and mother pushed me
‘ont of home”. Karma, you will say. Iasked her why
she herself stood it at all, She <aid, "It is my karma ;
[ have wept so tnuch thinking of all these horrors that

I can no longer weep and I am only seventeen, and I+

am waiting for the dav when I shall die!” Her hus-
band probahly ill-treats her: wird 1 am sure they all call

themselves very religions. What is the good of religion,.

of arything, if vou ler a person suffer?  Probably they
are religious and they attend to all the sacred cers-
monies ; yet they allow their daaghter to bear suffering
and sorrow because they follow the traditions. I have
‘the greatest difficulty in restraining my tears. Think
of the appallicg brutality, the cruelty, the suffocation
that the voung girl had o put up with! Why do you
allow it? s it because the sacred books say so, or s it
because of some rotten tradition?
what have the sacred hooks to do with sorrow? If the
sacred books, if tradition, do not give happiness to
every individual, they are not worth anything ! Deter-

be maltreated, In this Province (Bladrns) and in Ben-

\What has tradition,,

“tnine once and for ever that, whenvou go lwac to your -
homes, vou are not going to allow vour daughters to.

gal, child marriags is worse than anywhers else, 1

know vou all shake wour heads in approval,

some of !

¥Ou are crying because vou feel it; but the moment this -

meeling. is over, you are going to step back into the old

rotten traditions: perhaps because you have closed ;

_your heart and mind, you do not see suflering as I see '

it, If you can’t.keep vour mind and heart open, and |
if you do not find sufficient reason-—reason is the key |

t& open your htart—you are certajnly lost,
lies not in th\e sacred booku o1 tmdxtlon, but in the
cG‘rruw around you. g

[ Eet me take the

i

orher quﬂ*st:on of w:dow marri-

aige’ The other day in Mr adura, in the Menakshi Tem--

fle 1 was in the Holy or Holies when a young widow
came in. She, qudderly began to sing in the most extra-
ordinarily tender voice, and she expressed—I didn’t un-
derstand the words—all she
thmug!x in that song. She.could no longer bear chlld-
ren, or have children; all the pleasures and delights o

children were killed.
husband—if the hushand did give it! It's a rare thing ¥
was finished for her in this Jife. And the sorrow of a
barren home remained. She must live alope all her
life or become somebody’s servant, as most widows
arz. Probably she returned home, her heart weeping,
her mind at unrest, Whose faualt is it but vours? You

had suftered and was gomg* :

The key |

The love and affection of her ‘

wonten are responsible for her corrow, because yop '

You Lear such responsibility,.
Why .don't vou

aliow such a cruel thing.
and vou do not know how to use it.

pass a law forbidding widowers to, remarry? They can. |

do what they please, bul woemen can’t. Why? ’Ihey
are the rulers at hame and elsewhere. Don't vou se
it depends on yonu? Refuse to cook their evening mea[
and they wil soon do anything you want,

§ New let us lock at the question of education.-,ﬁgam
ihe eternal question of man and woman. Man has a
different kind of education; woman practically nene at
all : and breause they have not the full education that.
men have, women bring up their children eruslly. Who.

is the bi~~-3t person in the house: the father, the mother

or the « .id;  The father and mother are useless opce.
the child isborn; but the child has the future ; in him is
the whole creation, heis the bud, And as you would
treat a bud witha care, give it proper food and shelter;
so must you trest the child.

I

Just look atyour homes :
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‘salf twisted, hard and miscrable,

and children. First of all the things a child nreds most
are bleep and health ; but he. takes food when he likes

_and sleeps where he likes, and has to wake up wlhen

the father eats because the mother has to serve him.
Porhaps he is sleeping in a corner while his father is
eating. I cannot go into more details. What matters

- is that the child should have proper care and nutritien,

a quiet and clean place to sleep in and healthy surroun-
inus fo play in, not tin the dirty streets. The care
that vou give even to animals that you are fond of
you do not give to your children, The child is the
state, the future generation, everything you can think
of. The child is the ruler—shaould hethe ruler—-in the
house, net the father or any other. You mothers must
look after the children, not from the old standpoint of
tradition, but from the point of view of life. You will
never he happy,—the child, man or waman-—~if vou are
copstantly thinking of religion and adapting and twist-
ing your life toit. For life is limitless and houndless.
Eecause vou always bind moerality, vou make life it-
So, I hope you \'ﬁl, if

you want o be rexlly happy, step as 1dp from tradiiion,

{rorm all that binds, ana lock st life in its [res hnewg

P s e

THE EVILS OF EARLY MARRIAGE
BY Miss [3AKER.

I would heartily support any plans made to raise
the marriage age in India.  Early marriages are abso-
lutely fatal to any real education. Irom the point of
view of the girl, her mind is filled with thoughts of
marriage, at an age when che ought *o- be ing all
her energies to study, and even if she is allowed 10
contipue her studies up to, and sometimes beyond
marriage, she has liltle energy to devote tn them.
om the point of view of the boy, at a time when
hiis mind ought to be free from auxieties, he is burdened
with the cares of a wile and children, so that often, the
only value education has to him, iz, how far it will
Lelp in the support of those dependent on him, and in
the fight for a living, “he value 6f 'a real education—
the broadening of the mind, and tha adaptation to and
absorption of all things that may ‘be useful-—is lost

sight of ; and the result is & mis-shapen shr) b, of l]ttle‘

value, mszead of the wide fair branchesof the trec
of lmow]egr, which shonld be a thing of ghlory and
beauty in its own perfection, and a plat‘ e of shade and
refreshment, which others may rest in 'md share that
which it has to give.

»We often hear of the inegualivc: of race; bat,
is not this a misnomer, should it not rather ke in-
equalitie s of custom, Linding and consiricting the bud
just as M= epening out into the full bloom of wemsn-
hood, or manhood; and though the buds may burst the
bonds and recover, the scars remain.

Let us look at the conditions of thingsin Europe,
where it isthe rule that both men and women shall
complete their education, before taking upon ther-
selves the more serious responsibilities of ‘life.

The young girl full of life and encrgy, her lile one
jovous song; ns irresponsible as the lark ; she has no
serious cares beycnd her examinations and her gammes,
Mind and hody being vnfettered, and teing brought
daily into contact with the outside affairs of lile, she
Las the fullest opportunities for development. When

XI—10

the time comes for marriage, she brings to it a hody
fully developed, and well knit and capable of pro-
ducing healthy children, and a mind capahle of grap-
pling with the decper problems of life. She does not
always marry, bat she has learnt in the first place,
that she has a place in the world,~and in the second
place, that she is capable of filling it,—or rather of
Yl flling it, and oftentimes she prefers to remain
unmarried, {eeling that the tasks which lie hefore her
will take up all the strength she has to give, and in-
deed, we should find the world considerably poorer
without eur single women, many of whom het\'ing no
homes of their own, give themsslves w holly and un-
reservedly for the service of others,
. And the Indian woman is just as capable of such
devrmpmen‘ as the Furopean girl. Give her the same
education, give her the same opportunities for nutside
intercourse, give her the same opportunities for deve-
lopment, and she will not disappoint us, bet cramp
her at the odatest, and hurden her with the cares.of
wifehood and motherhood when she is but just out of
the nursery herself, and you take {rom her all the joy
of girlhood, all the sunshine,~which is as neceseary to
her life asitisto the life of the flower, if she isto
opent out into  the radiant blossom of perfect woman-
hood. We have women who have fought against-
custom, and have woun, but they are still few, though
an ever increasing number, and what they fought for.
we want to bring within the reach of all, namely, e
right of the individual woman to her own life and if
she is to have the right, she must he oi an age to
choose for herself hefore the right i given to hor,
And not for cur girls alrue. We want to sze to
it that our men are as f« e to study as are the young
men of Evropezrn countries, What study can a young

" man do if be is kept awake at night by a fretful infant

cutting its first teelh, or, amongst the poorer ones,
wailing for the food he is unakble to provide it with,
and at an age when the European youth is using all
his brain power in vigorous study, and'exercising his
body with vigorous recreation, so that swhen the res-
ponsibilities of life come, he hasia store of vital
energy, a battery that will carry him well on in vears
with memories of the laughter of life, and the joyous
side of it, to cheer him in days of trouble.

I sometimes wonder, whether it is education that
will change the bad cus hmm of India, or whether it is
that the removal of the old customs will put ecng
tion within the reach ‘of all, but whichever pomt of

view we look at it from, the two are intimately inter-
wcven,\libertv and a higher marriage ags withoat rdu-
cation is unthinkable, and cducation and the conti-
puance of the practice of early marriage is cquallv
unthinkible, .

These are days
must see to it that our womanhood of India isup to
the standard;
by making her-capuble of taking her part, and bolding
her own in'the intercourse of nations, and for this she
must ke “fit, both physically and intellectually and it
is our dyty to se=that she has every opportunity of
becoming %0, and 1 believe that- the raising of the
marriage age~—if it will not in itself '\c,ﬂmnlmh it,
will yet bu a great step in brmgm(r it to. pass.

e o ey

of interpational ideals, and “we, ..

ot by destroying her prrsonality, but’

-
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THE WOMEN’S CHARTER OF REFORM

RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT * THE WOMEN'S
DAY ", MADRAS, 23th Dec. 1927

1. This gathering of women from all parts of
India believes that in the interest of the physique of
the nation, all schemes {or promoting the welfare of
expectant mothers, and for prpventing the present high
rate of infant mortality should be a first charge on
public finances anid receive libera} subsidies, [t calls
for Maternity Denéfits for women working ander the
Factories Act, for a Scheme of Widows' Pensions, and
for the passing of legislation making the moth~r an
equal lepal yuardian with the father for their childreu,

2, This 'mecm'ng rejoices in the enthusiasm that
women have been showing daring the past vear in the
Women's Conferences on Educational Reform. It en-
dorses the Mrmorandum of Resolutions passed at the
All-India. Women's Conference at Poona. It realises
that the Indian nation cannot rise to greatness unless it
g literate. Tt therelore demands that Compulsory Pri-
mary BEducation be provided for every hoy and girl,
including specifically Muhammadan girls.

3. This menting is of opinion that a system of

~ulsory medical inspection should be an integral

‘h= complete educational system throughout

tu. ~=fore urges that schemes should be estab-

lishea . ¢ and proper training of defective

children, a.. s Acts with their machinery of

Children’s Co “ard Schools, ete., shauld be put
into operation, ’

4, This meeting 1w,es the nesd {nr women to
organize and support Women’s Associations for the
purpose of self-development and for takiog an active
part in social and national reconstruction.

5. This mesting calls on every woman to realise
her responsibility to undertake some form of social
service, such as maternity and child-welfare, visiting
hospitals and orphanages, prison reform, honorary
educational work, Girl-Guiding, rescue work and sup-
pression of brothels, artistic, recreational, civic and
political work,

»

6, This meeting smphatically condemns the un-
natural and devitalising custom of allowing immature
and uneducated girl-children to hecome the mothers of
india. [t calls on the Central Government and the
Provincial Legislative Conncils to follow the precedent
get by the Indian States of Baroda, Kashmir, Rajkot,
Mysore, Gondal and Indore, which have raised tho
legal apge of marriage. This meeting demands that the
]eug*f al age of mar*mam for girls be made J() and {or
hoyn 21,

7. This meeting condemns the sordid custom of
buaying marriage partners and urges parents tn settle
on the girl as her absolute property the amount they
waould pay for the pridegroom. ‘

s

8. This me=ting conlrmas the custom of enfore-
ed seclnsion of women known as Hle Purdal Sysiem,

and entreats all Hindus and Muhammadans who
observe this practice to abolish i immedintely for the
sake of Humanity and Nationoal Welram

9, This meeting «allsfor an himmedinte revision
and reform in the inheritance and succession: rights
of Hindu women, their property rights in joint or
divided families and their S:ri Dhanam rights,

10, This women's mreting recogniges the duty of
women to support the indigeaous industries of their
country, and it demands a higher standard of beauty
in industrial production and in civie life.

11, This meeting demands that thore should he
equal pay for equal work, irrespective of sex, in all
forms of manual labour and that children should pot
be employed in factorvies and worksheps except under
strict inspection and that legislation may be hrought
in compelling emplovers of child labour to register
their industrial concerns.

12, Wonen, realising the ruinous eftects of intoxi-
cating drink on the home life and th> race, earnestly

_ desire that the drink evil be done away with by any

and all means, They call on the Government as the
first reform step to decrease largely the number of
licensed shops for 1928 and to enforce rigorously the
exisling rules for their early closing.

gﬁj 13. Women demand that there should be the
me standard of sex-purity and sex-morality for men
as for women. \Wormen therefore claim the right fora
woman to choose when she will undertake mother-
hoaod, and they call for the raising of the Age of Cone

sent, They claim equal rights of legal separation angd--

demand the introdaction of anequal Divorce Law for
both men and women, the aholition of the Deva Dasi
system, and x*nmudmte effective IPL’hlatW" for the
proevention of commercialised vice.

14, Women call on the Provincial Governmants,
Municipal Councils and I.ocal Boarlds to reserve a
proportionate number of nominated seats for women
representatives, giving organised Women’s Associations
the preference of electing their representatives to be
nominaied by the Government, and ask that at least
two women should be so nominated in each assem-
blape.

They call on the organized political parties each
to put up women candidates at every election,

15. Women bhelisve that no nation can fulfil its
Dhgrma unless it gnwrm itzelf. ‘This meeting affirms
that the time has naw come for India to attain the goal
of gump?etc Salt-Gos emnu.nt.

16. Az women are the natural preservers of life,
the women of India call on nll the peaples and Govern-
mentis of th~ world, and particularly the Guvermnent
of Indis, to out-law war, to promote unity and to
maintain Peace.

et Fopeet st N l
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WOMEN THE WORLD OVER

Norway EQUALISES ‘\"mnw’ R1GHTS.
Under o faw just enacted in Norway widows are

{ given the same right in the propeuy of the deceased

hushand as widowers have had in the property of the
deceazed wife, This includes the right to occupy Lhe
hame, The law became effective on January 1,
MorE WomeEN IN PUBLIC {OFFINE,

?szrn snrty organizations of women in Australia
-are trying to work out plans for facilitating the elec-
tion and 1p,mu:tmem of more women {o public office,
The Austrolian Federation of Women VYoters, with
which various non-party organizations arve affiliated,
has taken cognizance of ihe fact fhat fewer women
have attained public office in Auastralin than in Eng-
land, and is studying the nomination and election sye-
tems to see what changss can be cffected to enable
mare women to he chosen for public office,

Oy GoveRNOR's Execurive CoUNCU.

The first woman to serve on the Executive Coun-
it of & Governor of Massachusetts was nominated on
Wovembher Z2nd by Governor Fuller to succeed the late
Charles Sumner Smith. She is Esther M. Andrews of

16°4
s
-1

. Brookline, who in the last election ran secend to

. Mr. Smith in the Third District,
‘ Mrs, Andrews took over her hushand’s businress
when his health failed, and is now the proprietor of a
csuccessinl  retail shoe store for women in Boston.
“Calvin Coolidge, when he was Governor, appointed
her to the Board of Trustees of the Boston Psycho-
pathic Hospital. She has be~n Chairman of th= Ad-
visory Prison Roard and volunteer probation officer
of the Children’s Division of the Muanicipal Court.
THE AGE FOR MARRIAGE.
The followm(' letter appeared in The T:mes,
"November 12th :
SIR,—1{ am aurprised to see in the reports of re-
presentations made to- the Home Secretary on the
aparriageable age, and in newspaper comments there-
on, no reference- to the imm-ense and far-reaching
.change recsntly made in"the Catholic ecclesiastical
Jaw. Inthe new Code of Canon Law promulgated
by the present Pope, and binding threughout Catholic
Christendom, the marriageable age has bezn raised,
for boys and girls respectively, from 14 and 12to 16
41145 and no mdmagoa under those ages are now
vm.wd Ly the Church as either valid or licit. This
ntous changs, affecting as it does millions of
subjects in Fritain, freland, Canada, and else-
fmust surely he considered a most lmportant
in any question of fresh legislation on’ this

Fort Augustus, Abbey
Yours faithfully,
David Hunter Blair.
FINILAND.
-the accessions of tte Government on Decem-

_oth, a woman, Miss Milna Sillanpaa, M.P., he-

gimcz’iMGmbPr of the Government,~ Inter. New:
eet,”’ N

; PROVINCIAL SUFPFrAcE GRANTED,
The province of San Juan, in Argentina, has

granted the provincial vole to women, the first South
American country to enfranchise women even ona
partinl basis, : -

AUSTRALIAN Wosuyw Win Aeporspeupnr,

The campaign of Australian women for the
appointment of women on palional comroissions won
its first victory when Mrs, M. Muoscio was appointed
to the Child Endowment Commission. WMrs. Muscio is
a Vice-President and Interoationsl Secretary  of the
Natiopal! Counceil o Women, President of the 1 nw;.r-
sity Graduates” Association, and che-l’resmeni of the
Travellers' Aid Sotiely.

ettt

BRAMNCH REPORTS.

ALARDUR., .

The members of the Branch are very proud
L . i) - -
that the Branch Treasvrer, Mrs, Ananda Rao, has been
nominated as aw FHonorary Wagistrate for fheir
District, St. Thomas’ Mount, Madras. She is also the
f.ady in Charge of the Bahy Welcome and is an able
and reliable helper of all goad causes.

NAGPUR.

_ The Bhagini Mandal which is the affiliated Branch
of the W, I, A, holds regular meectings and discusses

“all subjects on which wamen are inrerested once a

month., The wife of the Home Member, Mrs, Tamber,
is the President of the Dibating Society. Two of “ne
subjects recently debated were " If the Joint Family
System is good for India, and (2) The Advicability
of keeping Savings in Banks instead of in Jewels.
The Samajam helps many local philanthropic in-
stitutions, It also arranges lectures for prominent
peaple visiting Nagpur. It is just now co-operating
with the urganisers of the Educational Conference for
the Central Provincas. Mrs, Deshmukh is the entho.
siastic and energetic Secretary. of this wide-awale
Branch of women inthis €ity which is the very centre
geographically of India. We wish tbeir first Educa-
tional Conference every sucoess,
- MARGALORE,

It is good news te hear that the ‘members of
this Branch are incrrasing satisfactorily, and there isa
steady good attendance at its sewing class. Member-
ship cards have been sent and the Branch has been
formally afiiHated.

TRICHUR, .

Thanks to the efiorts of Miss Anna Ornshalt and
Miss Draupadi Ammal, 2 healthy new Branch of the
W. I. A., hasstarted work in Trichur, Thirty-four
members have received membership cards. All
communities are represented in the office-holders and
amongst the members generally, We wish the Branch
the blessing of being us«ful to its locality and
individually to its members. ’

MADRAS,

“The Women's Home of Service”, Mylapore.

Two students of the Home have passed the
Government Examination for Weaving, and one for
Lace-work. Thera are now twelve resident pupils,
all aduit women in distressed circumstances, The Baby
Welcome of the Home has over eighty - children
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receiving daily a hot water and soap bath and medical
treatment, where needed. Amongst the promincnt
vmtorc to the Home during the last two months were

Lady J. C. Bose, Mr. Devadhar, Mrs. Janakil-hai Bhat,
Ladv Dias Bandaranaike {Colomlo), Mrs. Melitaand,
Mre, Hora (Surat), Miss I\mp(\uqmlm) Mies Tialak,
Mizs Lawson.

The Home organised a Stall at the I «hibition
which was held beside the Congress. Four of the
studente demonstrated the work that is taught in the
Home, and about thirty thousand leaflets about the
Association and the work were distributed. 1Tt formed
qmte A magnetic centre in the < xhihition and more than

haid its cost. The embroidery, shadow-work, rattan
and jigna work were much admired.

The students of the Home sang the Hindi opening
and national songs at the Hindi Conference® and also
the Welcome Song to the Presid~nt of the Social
Conference on his arrival at the railway station.
Ladies are invited to join the Caily classes by paying
Cue Rupre per month for any subject tbe» choose
or for all subjects.

The services of a teacher for an hour each mornirg
for Tamil and English (alternate d davs) are badly needed
and o.ppllca jons for this ponst snd for the post of
instructor in planing, .sewing -and needle-work are.
invited, to he sent to the Honorary bdecretary to the
Home. Readers, send the unhappy widowed woman
in your Home (o this institution and her futurc as an
independent wage-earner will hecome assured.

IIEAD-QUARTERS,

»

A series of three mﬂttuws has heen arranged by -

the Head-quarters in- Madras to populan% the
Resolutions passed.at. Women's Day. & first wa
an unqualified success. Mz, Justice \rnhata subbar
presided and the e[unkn s were Mrs, Ix:unaladmm.
Chastopadhyava, Mrs. Malati Iatwardban and Mrst
Kalvani Sundararam Sff'a.wrr' (in Tamil). The large
Gokhale Hall was packed. chiefly with students from<
the surrounding €olleges. A number of the promment
leaders of political and . spcial® reform  life weré
also present, and the platform was crowded with’

ladies. ' ' “

.

On Christmas IDay an audience of at least two
thousancl p=ople pathered at the Meeting held by the
Women's Indian Association under the Banvan Tree in
the Theosophical Society, Adyar, during the session of
the T. S. Convention. Mru. Chandraselkhara Iver of
Bangalore, Mrs. Jinarajoedasa and Mr. Krishpamurti
were the speakers., Great interest was taken in rhp
views expressed by Mr, ls’hs'h namurthi on the women’s
question. 5o we have published in this issue fhc"
address he then delivered.

PROPAGANDA.

Over 25,000 leaflets were distributed during the
meetings of the Congress week.

Mrs. Padmabai's article has been l’(‘p!‘ll‘tf‘d as a
pamphlet “ Women’s views on Indian Problems”, price
annas 2. : :
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Q:E'F.\z;ﬂmr. cmc.mqr OF THE WOMEN'S INDIAN ASSOCIATION .

February, 1928, [As. 5, Post free,

Tt

Our symbol re };r«henb the 11@11 in ﬁuonu= of -woman, which it is the object of our
clation to make un ae‘mahw in every detail of Juily life in every part of Tndia. The work
has begun in the: Madras P rem](ze%ncv (the place of the woman's feet), but its life-foree %mmg;a‘
From religion (her henrt is i the region of Benares), (md its iniollect must be ‘as clear and cool.
as the Himalayan regionsinto which rises her head. , 4 ‘

’ " Gapene and self-reliant must stand each member, with . hauds <mt. wahe o ais
? I;;mr_.uem, both in the East and West, to give them from her active right hund Bewnty
“wity, represents d by the lotus, the ﬁmvm‘ that bears within itself . male and fernale quam;u
“ad from the lamp m har feft hand, to  extend the steady flame of inspiration which will
. of the united lfe of men and woman, the firé of devotion to our Sacred Religion
- L’mm,m ity, the {uv of patriotism, the fire of zeal for reform. ~
represents  Meligion, Konowledge, Organization, Servies, Peauty, Prosperity,

A:&'m

S

' FETONE T
Ins;uraﬂzm and Lb > pf ration, all offered frecly to Mother India by -ench of her « daugh

?“wﬁlmﬂmﬂ

T the WO of Iniia to- @E:W, aml {0 the m 121101y of the In adian women of all past ages who hawe
- set an.ex iﬁa{ﬂf‘ of Couragle. W dom fmd Devatmu *Lu Truth.
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" The Editor will be glad to receive articles suitable for publication  in English, Tamil, Telugue, or any

Indian language, Al ccmmumcatwms to be addressed to the Editor, \’Vouwns Imhan A ssociation,

Adyar, Madras.
SUBSCRIPTION FOR 142 I‘lliW!rIE!iEPﬁv PORT F‘F’BE
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Nothing in all my long experience of India ever
MG heu me 50 deeply as the appeal of my sisters, the
Ar.avahb or 'devadasis,’ at Cocapada, that 1 should
come o them and visit them in order to hear their
pztlml' story.

The one who bmught me to the p]ace wns him-
self the son of a * devadasi,’ and he was able to inter-
pret for me the requests that were made for my
hE‘lp by my sisters, as they gathered to tell me their
tale of misery and degradation.

' It was as clear as possible to me, that tho e who
spoke to me and pleaded with me for my support had
kept a puriiy of heart E:t.ill unsullied, and that they were
far more sinned against than sinning., The hideous
mockery of jusiice was this, that the world’s blame
and shame fell upon them, while those men, who sin-
ned far more deeply in dragging them down, were
often honoured and respected members of society,  As
far as I could gather, on enquiry, no social han reached
these men at all, only these poor innocent women
suffered, I have called them ‘innocent, without in
any sense condoning the evil, because the noxious evil
did not lie with them, but with those who had brought
suph a system into being and had produced this abo-
ming mon into which they had been born.

‘In one thing I could feel ar once that the con-
aciences of thoqe, who were gathered before me, bad
hegun to make them suffer deeply. They had with

them lirtie daughters of their own, and these children
were there belore me, sented with their mothers,
When I asked the question, wounld not the mothers
wish their danghters fo ahandon their lifs of misery,
they unanimously said ‘ves.! Indeed, they told me
“that ttm was the very renson for which they had called
me,”

X113

fhidren’s Home
Dr, DESANT'S TRIBUTE TO

Lately Mr. and Mrs. Jinara;
under the gnidance of Mr, Kani Dwar
fatigable worker for the protection of womsn snd
children in Bombay, visited the Children’s Home in
Umerkhadi, where the little wails and stravs fouund in
Bombay streets are picked up for some el =zidv~h naugh-
tiness and are carried off to the fi *home ih‘,tﬂwv
have ever known. They come in frightensd and
shrinking, wondering what is this new danger that has
struck them, and presently they find gentle hands touch
them, wash them, caress them, while fear changes into
wender, and wonder into happy confidence, until they
look fearlessly, with a smile and with brwh{ pves

straight into the eyes of these strangers, who smile at
‘rm,m with kindly greeling, perhaps with a gentle touch
on head or shoulder.

Boys and girls there are, all at eare. nay happy.
learning their lessons, playing at r} eir games just like
normal children in happy home Yet what a past is
hehind sach of them. Be forﬁ secing them, we had
looked over the careful registers kept, the story of their
brief lives before a %mdl} fate captured them, and set
the little feet on a road which leads them to happy
and useful citizenship in their Motherland. Litle girls
rcqcued from brothels, often infected with disease ;

ittle boys without a home, just beginning a life th'u
would lead them into petty misdesds, stealing food
since they were huuprv and, like ulde,r people, must
eat to live. Here is a bright little creature of five,
merry as she hugs n woolly bear, drapping it as the
acher asks her to write her rame, picking up a slate,
bhorrowing a pr*nu! sitting down with a solemn face,
and in a couple of minutes, ]u n;nrz\, up and proudly
presenting the slate with o eatly written namein
Nagri characters. A © brillia \lt“' elever child,” says
the teacher, thh rvl'xt'"m at a town in dMadras Frasi-
deney, and we premise Lo find an escort to take her to
them.

e
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The building isan old gaol, with a large ¢4 mpound,
which is being decorated with gardens by the children,
the boys’ ts

gardens were the earlies, and already plants
are growing in them, ‘The hoys have dug up a strip
of garden for the gills, and they now will hegin the
planting. i

Over all presides a gentle charming lady, Miss

Katlerine Davis who lately wrote a tender pathetic
article in New Indig—" The Children Wonder Why "
wmths troubled dim mind of the hWelpless little ane.
1t hrought the waler to my eyes when [ read it.  Will
not - Bambay he father and mother to thess rescued
Lives, make it possible for them to learn a trade and
earn an hopest Hving 7 Are weo not taughs to look
on all youngers as your children ? 2 Times of Tudia].
A great Indian Woman Musician.

The Western world is slowly awakeuning to the
artistic gifts of India especially in the realm of music,
It is a matter of pride to us to know that an Indian
woman Ragini Devi is to-day successfully interpreting
to America the ideals underlying the Science of Indian
music and rythraic movement. Indian music, like other
axpressions of Indian culture, is the interpreser of [ndian
religion and philosophy, an aspect of Sabda Brahman,
Sound Brahman, the first creative expression of Iswara,
eve music and literature to be the
12 Saraswathi, the Goddess of
Wizdam. It ic only when this spiritual origin and pur-
posa of Indian music is realised that any true esfimate
of its aesthelic merits can be formed, Every art should
he judged by its own canons and not by those of
another. We are glad o see that Ragini Devi's ex-
positions of Indian Music and dancing seeks to place
thesa ideals before the American public, and that she is
slowly winning for one great but little understood as-
pect of Indian culture ; the appreciation and sympathy
of that great country of the West,

A Literary Conlerence.

We are glad that we have to congratulate once
more that little State of Cochin on its go-a head spirit.
The people of the State held the second session of the
All-Kerala Literary Conference under presidency of
Srimati 1. Ammalu Amma, one of the pioneers among
women in literary efforts in Malabar, and the sister of
the late Dr. T. M. Nair. So far as we know, this is the
first. time in India that a literary gathering of this kind
iz held nuder the presidency of a woman author. Other
women writers of note were also present on the gcca-
siop.  1{is Highnsss Rama Varma Appan Thampuran,
ane of the most cultured and patriotic of the Princes of
the Cochin Royal family who was responsible for the
arrangements of the Conlerence deserves to he con-
gratulated in his appreciation of the spirit of modern
wwswhich is Teally the epirit of the ancient—Woman-
hood of India. Talking of Cochin, we are glad to find
that Srimati Draupadi Amma, B. A, L. T., has bheen
nominated a member of the Trichur Municipality., Our
readers will temember that Draupadi Amma was the
delegate selected by the Cochin Government to repre-
zent the State at the All India Educational Conference
of women held at Poona. Draupadi Amma’s name
adds another to the long list of Indian women engaged
in public service.

Indians rightly be

72 *
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The Educationnt Conference of Women at Belbi

News has been received from the editor, who isal . .

present in Delhi, thut the necessary arrangements for
the forthcoming LEducational Conference of Women to
he held in that historic City are })rpceeding satisfactorily
and that the conference I3 sure [0 prove a great suceess,
Qurreaders are aware that FLE, LadyIrwin has proniised
to onen the Conference, Constitusnt provinees ki ;
dhradesa, Hyderabad, and others have held their confers
ences to support the efforts of the Delhi Conference, Wa
hope that women from all parts of India will assemble
in great numbers at Delhi so that Indian womanhood
may, with no uncertain voice, iormulate and demand
of the powers that Le her educational needs. in spite
of the great strides that woman’s education has made
during the past two decades or so the fact remains that
much yet remains to be done before modern India can
efface her shameful blot of 3 %/0 of female literacy, Nor
is the e.ducation of to-day in any way satisfactory. Itis
in the sad experience of some of us tn-day that a girl
may spend the best part of the years available to her
for mental culture and at the end find she has only
smattering of unidiomatic, ungrammatical English, an
almost complete iguorance of the literature of her
imother tongue and Indian cultare, very little power of
pxpression in any language, a knowledye of Sciences
which will be of no use in afler iife—a knowledgese
superficial and meagre, that on suck a foundation, she
can build no kind of cultural edifice later on in life.
Such is the nverage product of our High Schools,
Again, how wide is the cultural gulf belween the
voman educated in English and her sister, untouched
by modern culture. The latter, sometimes illiferate
but almost always gentle and refined, steeped in the re-
ligious traditions of the past, uncompromisingly hostile
to all changes whether good or otherwise, the former
fed on the literature and scieaces of an nlien cul-
ture, very often absclutelv ignorant of her ownand
unable to draw inspiration {rom the past of her race.
It is duty of Indian womanhood to bridge this great
guli, and a twolold duty lies beferc them in this res-
pect—to demand first that Indian culture shall be well
represented in our educational curricalum and secondly
that compulsory primary education shall be within the
reach of the poorest girl in the land. It is only when
compuisory primary educalion is an- accou: p}ished’fac:t
that any great development will take place ip the litera.
tures in Indian languages. And unlessour owWn langn-
ages are developed, we cannot make the resulls of
nodern sciences available to the people at large. To
teach the Indian peasant or bis family sanitation,
hygiene, or improved agricultural methods through the
mediam of English or to sxpect that a knowledge of
these things will slowly filter down to them through
the few graduates of our universities, is a delusive
hope never to be raalised. Again, what is the place of
art in Education ? How is education to be made avail-
able to the Indian girl, restricted as she is by several
social customs? What about the vocational side of
womaxn's education. Seeing that the number of women
compelled to earn their own living is increasing daily ?
What of religion in education? All these problems
will have to be discussed and a solution of them found

in the near future, y
o ‘
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WOMEN'S PROBLEMS

By LaJraT RAL

(Thf: Sacial Reform movement in India started in
1830. The great Raja Ram Mohan Roy started if.

the Tagores, and others in Bengal, Swami Dayanand
and his disciples in Northern India, Ranade and his
school in the West, Vivekanaad and the Theosophists
in the South, have, at different times, grappled with it.
. Now Gandhiii and Malaviyaii are also in it.  The pro-
gress in ideas is immense. Bus the record in actual
life is rather poor. The Hindn society is still discus-
i sing the proper marriageable age of girls, Malavivaji
wants to make marriages of girls under 12,illegal. Re-
solutions demanding a rtise in the marriageable age of
girls to beyond 12 are still vehemently opposed. The
TIindn Mahasabha is still threatened with destruction
if it wounds the susceptibilities of the orthodox Hindus
' on this question—as if any person marrying a girl at
17 or under could have any susceptibilities worth res-
pecting,. Widow remarriage is still tabooed by the
Sabha, The Hindu Mabasabba will not touch the
l.question. The orthodox Hindus say it shall not wouch
" widow remarriage. Men who dare perform such re-
§ marriages or even to support or encourage them, are
being outcast, excommunicated and otherwise being
' threatened with dire consequences. Poor Pandit Neki
' Ram has had a bhard time because of his support of
| widow remarriage. It required the philanthrophy of

|
«.

~the late Sir Ganga Rani to carry on propaganda and to-.

{ take other active stepsto encourage such marriages.

{ Hindus are breaking heads over the right of marching~

! musical processions before mosques, over Muslims'
| carrying cows in procession for slaughter, over Shuddhi
" and Sangatham, but boys and girls born of their own
! blnod, they throw to the wolves. For them they have
i no mercy. A widow remarrying or falling a victim to
| ‘human passion, is treated with great severity. For her
| there is no pity. She must be turned out of the house
| and never allowed to re-enter. ‘The soul of poor Shrad-

dhanand kept crying for it, but the bulk of the orthodox
" Hinzus remained adamant. I have seen Malaviyaji shed-
[ ding tears and crying like a child over the deplorable
[ condition of the Hindu widows.
" apul lacks the courage of openly championing her cause.

He would give her {ood, clothes and protection, but he
. would nist lift his little finger to give her that withoeut
! which she cannot fulfil her mission in life, To deny
' motherhood to a healthy woman, under any circam-
| stanees but that of lack of means to support her ofi-
- spring, is the greates; cruelty which can bedone to her.
| Yot we are doing it every minute of our lives with an
| obstinacy und persistency worthy of a better cause | The
| ewistence of so many widows is the greatest menace
ta the strength, honour and salety of the Hicdt commu-
pity. Itis the original cause of so many commiuinal
quarrels and troubles.  We will fight the Mussalmans
all right, but not remove one of the root causes of it ;
such is the atlitude of the Hindun community. There
are great champions of Swaraj-at-a-leap, who advocate
civil disobedience at once, but who deny the freedom
and the right of remarriage even to child widows.
TWhat can you say of their sense of proportion ? They

|

! All subsequent reformers, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,

But even his great’

shut th‘%’!l;,ﬁv B¢ (Frppeetfl s £ that no one is by right
.. e : % g A0 A . v )

entitled tolﬂg B witich he denies to others
But what is Saxii&,,‘:{m?ﬁf&”&ﬁ'gcose is not, in this case,
sauce for the gander. India is the sscond greatest cole
laction of human beings on earth, and there are men of
varying degrees of humanity in this country. Amongst
them are such also as oppose widow remarringe and
the removal of untouchability.

As for the education of women, our negligence and
rallousness have been collossal. Tn my province, there
is not ons High School, and not one College worth the
name [or the girls. The Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Jul-
lundur, has done veoman’s service in the way of
popularising the education of girls, but I do not think
even its managers will claim for it the status of a really
high-class school and college were up-to-date education
is or can be given to girls. 'The custom of child mar-
riage has undoubtedly heen the yreatest obstruction mn
the path of the advanced education of Hindu girls. Dut
all the same we canaot be pequitted of the charge of a
collozsal neglect of duty in this matter. But whatabout
the education of adult women? Schools and eollege
are not the only means of education. For these schools
and colleges, large funds ars required which are not
easily forthcoming, but for the work of spreading
knowledge among adult women, you require small
hands of educate:d women which, even under the pre- |
sent circumstances, may not be difficult to organise in
each province.

The health of a nation’s women is its grealest
asset, bacause only healthy women can produce healthy
children. Our women live and breatheand breed in an
unhealthy and insanitary environment, A great many
are the victims of men's unrestrained passions. They
are mere child-producing machines. With all the ex-
hortations of the Swamis and Mahatmas, the Hindus
will not remain Brahmacharis and will not exercise re-
straint. - They simply cannot. No race or class af peo-
ple can.  What is needed is an aclive propaganda for
birth control. The exprassion siinks in our nostrils,
Tt connotes unspeakable things. It !ssaid it is the mix-
sion of a woman to produce children. How can we con-
erol it 7 To limit the number of children is a sin, a viola-
tion of the commands of the Shastras. Dut where do
the Shastras justify the raising of offspring in unheal-
thy, diseased, resourceless and helpless womegn ? N\ duty
presupposes the existence of conditions under which
that duty can be properly performed. The Shastras
iay down our duties, How can we pick and choose ?
Wae will not give the woman the rights she is entitled
to, according to the Shastras, we will not perform our
duties towards her, but we will insist on her pandering
to our passions | But they say, she is a willing party.
She is as mucha willing party as we arc the consenting
subjects of KEngland or asan extremely improvident
man i5 in relation to the rate of interest he agrzes to
pay to an exacting money-lender.  The truth is that
self-restraint in this line is the most dificult of things-
to exercise. 1t is more easily talked of than practised.
The Brahmacharva propaganda has heen carried on in

- this country far theusands of years; it i atill carried

on with great vigeur, Thereis peed foritand it aonht
to be continued.  After all is said and dene, the-as ual
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elfects of it are not appreciable. The fact is that most
men Eastern or Western are ¢till beasts. They are
vet in the cave period-—specially in a country in which
women are not free and are absolutely at the mercy of
their men even for their daily bread. [ am not un-
conscious of the evil possibilities of artificial means of
hirth-control. PBut all the same, birth-control is an
absolute necessity. And if we cannot do any%hing els?,
we can at least carry on a vigorous propaganda in
{nvour of limitation of families and the right of the
women to refuse to be child-producing machines.

Swaraj may or may not Lring about more sanitary
conditions of life in thie country, It may or may not
slop the huge infant-mortality that is the shame za.x.;,d

~disgrace of lndia to-day. 1-am copscious that it wiil

improve conditions in both rerpects as it will releare a
1ot of money spent on foolish, useless and expensive
ahows.,  But the health of the nationis such an all-
jmportant thing that we cannot altogether wait till
Swaraj comes, for the disseminationy of ideas about
health and sanitary conditions of life. ¥ The bealth of
the women iz of the most vital importance for the
future of the nation. Muoch can be dene to bring
knowledge and information to her door either by house
to lonse work or by lectures illustrated by lantern
slides, or otherwite, ‘There is nota moment 15 lose.
The work must be started at once and without delay.
The lend in the ruatter must te given Iy educated
women, backed and supported by men. Now this is a
line of work in which co-opuration with the Govern-
ment isin no way objectionable ; it is on the other
hand, desirable, provided it iz not used ar a means of
currying op a loyalty propaganda, No politics should
be mixed up with it, neither anti-Government nor
pro-Government. (The People)

(st

THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA :—WOMEN
TO THE FORE-

By T. P. VENKATRAM,

Perhaps the most outstanding event of the year
that has just passed into the limto of forgotten things
wae the nwakening of the woman of India to a sense of
their responsibilities and their increasing participation in
the public tife of the country. 1t is a happy sign of the
times that women should fast come to the fore—as
has been truly said by Dr. Besant, the liberation of India
depends upon the liberation of Indian womanhaod.
rttered Ly the iron chains of hidebound orthodoxy,
steeped in ignorance, wallowing in the quagmires of
nomeaning superstition, ever worshipping at the altar
of shyness, Lound hand and foot by soulstifling conven-
tions, the Women of Indin have for vears been denied
the bracing influences of the openair and the huma-
nising forces of a fuller and a freer life, and to.day all
true lovers of human progress have good reason to
rejoice over the remarkable achievements of the women
of the land in the direction of the reassertion of their
inalienable rights and the realisation of progressive

ideals. In the delicate and difhcult times through which
we are passing the women of India have a great and
a noble part to play. Theirs is the privilege and theirs
the duty of cleansing the Augean Stables of public life;
of giving to the nation worthy sons and worthy daugh-
ters to hold aloft the banner of Freedom ; of purifying
and ennobling the aims and aspirations of the rising
generation and last hut not least of standing shoulder to
shoulder with their fellowmen in the great struggle for
the vindication of all that is Just ; all that is True ; and
all that is Right and for the propagation off Universal
Goodwill, They have before ‘hem a task truly Hima-
layan-—the onerous and stupendous responsibility of
exercising the demon of mutual mistrust ; of laying the
foundations of an cra of Peace and communal concord.
and in the discharge of that noble mission they will
doubtless have the hearty good wishes of all govd men
and true and the blessings of the benign Lord Ishwara.

Nurtured in traditions ancient and splendid, brought
up in the “ Cradle of Religions ” the Indian Woman
smbodiesin herself the messame of the mysterious East
to the hungering nations of the earth—the message
which helds the key to the solution of problems, com-
plex and complicated, that to-day confront stalesmen
and philosophers inkoih hemispheres, It is the mos-
sage that has echoed down the ages—the message of
Sri Krishna's Flute. The woman of India have aff
peculiar and distinctive contribution to make to the‘
progress of Ilumanity andthe Peace of the World.
They carry with them for the solution of problems
natioral and international the spirit that breathed in
the pravers of the Rishis of old on the banks of the
Garges and the Brahmaputrn in the depths of India’s
forests, on the snowy heights of the Himalayis——the
spirit that recognised no frontiers of caste or colout
the spirit that proclaimed in language unmistakable
the great truths about the Brotherhood of Man and the
TFatherhood of God. Women have a splendid philosophy
for the warring world. It is the finding of Happiness.
by the recognition of the One in All. Their increasing
association with the eflorts for the reconstruction and’
reformation of Indian society, their conspicuous success.
in the realm of Education and Social service, their
ever widening freedom from the cramping effects of the-
conventions of the hour are all encouraging signs
indeed. ‘They hold the promise of a new day. May
1628 lead the daughters of India a step nearer the goal
of liberation and guicken the dawn of a new era of
Peace, Plenty and Prosperity ; of equal opportunitics,
‘of a {reer and fuller life.

P ]

STOP PRESS.

A telegram bas just been receivgd fro,m Delht
telling of thr splendid success of the Women’s Educa-
1ional Cenference. One hundred and feveniy womesn
attended the Legislative Assembly for the discussion of
the Age of Copcent Bill and a deputation is going to
1o the Viceroy, leaders of all Parties demanding legisla-
tion for raising the age for marriage and age of con.stsnr,
etc. Rs. 30,000 have lLeen. collected for e(.lum'tlonal
purposes. 1The conference has been a magnificent
demonstration of the determinaltion of women to change
conditions.

FEBRUARY, 1928

STRI-DHARMA D

MARRIAGE.
By NoOrA RICHARDS.

That whereby the man attains to manhcod iz woman. It is his
power to recognise, appreciate and appropriate her,that stamps him
physically man. . . . On no plane of being is it good that the man
element be alone ; for without Love, Force can but work evil untit
it be spent.

—The Perfect Way.

According to Hindu philosophy, creation—on every
plane—involves three principles ; those of rajas, tamas
and saiwa. Rajas represents energy—force; famas
inertia—passivity ; and safwa represents rotation—a
whirling. In the creation of thesphere these principles
are strikingly evident.

From the dot of infinity #ajas lines in endless multi-
plicity radiate in the straight line of energy and if noth-
ing arrested them in their outward career they would
shatter all.sh,",gs by their force. When, however, the
outgoing I'> Hf energy has reached a certain limit the
tamas pr ;ple rises to the surface and the line sags
returning . pme to rest at the dot of infinity; but in the
processf jcreation there can be no rest apd at this
juncticn™the whirling principle comes i to 1 ay and
the myriad combined lines ¢f rajos ard famw :s which
have met at the dot of infinity are whirled in spite of
themselves, producing the eguilibrinm of a sphere-—
the perfect whole.

The line of energy that proceeds outward from
the dot of infinity is masculin« in tendency and the line
that sags and returns towards the dot of infinity is
feminine in tendency. When the meeting of thess lines
at the point of their source has been effected the third
principle which is outside of themselves asserts itself

and in combination they are whirled ir .o marriage, one

being no longer distinguishable from the other,

Marriage and the institution of marriage are not
the same thing, though the same word has to serve for
hoth. Marriage implies union of souls as well as of
bodies, whereas the institution of marriage is but the
legalising for purposes of social expediency that which
too often is marriage only in name. Affinities rarely
meet in this world, or if they do, they seldom marry
in the conventional sense. When they do, their lives
are filed with rare beauly, but they are not alwavs
happy. Love is of the spirit and is constantly hamper-
ed by the drag of the flesh. There can be no possible
satisfaction of love by physical means. The satisfac-
tion is always spiritual. In rare, very rare instances,
spiritual and conventional marriage go hand in hand,
but it requires highly evolved partners, who are practi-
cally btevond sex, and who are more creative in their
minds than in their bodies.

Union may or may not result from the legal marri-
age of a man and woman, Granted mutual attraction
in the first place, granted even their affinity to one
another in the second place, it is character and discipline
that paves the way to the harmunious union without
which joint life is a finsco, anti-sacial and soul-stunting,
In marriage I and thon have no place. These separa-
tive words should be whirled out of existence. Until
they are, domestic happiness can be but a dream. The
well-marvied man and the well-married woman are the
halves of one whole, Itshould be impossible to think

XI—14/
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of them apart, Like the rajas and tamags lines they are
quite different. The rajas line alone would shatter all
things by its force, and the fawias line alone would
reduce all things to a point, but in combination they
are the raw material, as it were, of the perfected
sphere of marriage. That which whirls them is of the
spirit, it is love ; and its result is equilibriam. Joint
life is by no means a bed of roses, but it is a supreme
test of love, The rough must Le taken with the smooth
the thorns with the blooms—"T'or better for worse : for
richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, till death
us do part.,”  These grand words form part of the vows
in the marriage service of the Church of England which
also contains the healthy and candid assertion : With
my body I thee worship.

“Marriage is the one great natural sacrament, for
in marriage millions of human beings have discovered,
what otherwise they never even guess at, that body
and spirit are ultimately one. . .. In marriage, many
have caught, if only for a moment, a glimpse of the
truth that life is strictly meaningless, unless human
emotion and aspiration have an eternal value and a
mystical permanence, . . . Marriage begins when all
other kinds of human relationship, involving sexual in-
timacy, come to an end. . . . It is not an exaggeraticn
to say that in true marriage the sexual relationship and
child-bearing, although they will always be a normal
expression of marriage, are incidental ; They are not
the object ; they are the means of cxpressing the truth
of the new life which marriage has created.”™

As with Man, so with Humanity. The law of cor-
respondences which affirms that as the small is, g0 the
greater clearly indicates to us, on reflection, that the
rajas lines may with justification be taken to represent
the West and the tamas lines the East—the Man and
Woman of Humanity., In the light of this assertion
most of the foregoing remarks on personal marriage
apply with equal force to a possible cosmic matriage
between West and East. Modern civilisation and pro-
gress are the result of rajas tendencies, so clearly the
basis of the energy and forward movement of the West
so right up to a certain point and so wrong beyond that
point. If no principle arose within humanity to arrest
the outward career of the rajas lines of the “West, the
world would soon be shattered. ‘

It is the Woman of Humanity—the East-—that by
rising to the surface can act as a break on the rajas
tendency of the Man of Humapity-—the West.

At the risk of confusing metaphors, it is necessary

-to state that although Europe and Asia are usually im-

plied by the terms West and East, there is a mystical
interpretation of these words.

* The Fast is the mystical term for the source of
heavenly light, *‘ The glory of God came from the way
of the Hast’ says Ezekiel. Wherelore the ‘ Kings of
the East’ (the Wize Men of the Nativity Story) are
‘they who hold sway in a region lying beyond and above

the river ' of the human Will and only when that river
is ‘dried up’ can they approach men as heralds of the
Divine Glory. "}

* Lllis Roberts in a review on the RHosk of Marricge by Count
H, Keyserling,

Y The Perfect Way.
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Commission, which deals with finance, the President,
startled, rose at her entry and hastily inquired :
“Madam, are you not mistaking the room ?” He
thought, poor man, that the intrusive female had lost
her way! Mrs. Swanwick serves on another Commis-
sion, dealing with Economics, while Mme. Bugge-
Wichsel (Sweden) has been appointed to that in charge
of the problem of Mandates. On ‘the Commission for
Intellectua!l Co-operation,” whose headquarters is in
Paris, are two women, one an authority on Marine
Zoology, the other, Mme. Curie, of warld-wide fame
in science. Being hall-Polish, half-French, she repre-
cents both nations. Those countries where women are
well organised and enjoy political and economic equa-
lity usually include, as a matter of course, women on
their delegations, whereas countries backward in this
respect still ignore women. The Secretariat of the
League is, however, still somewhat retrograde as
regards women, being under the old-fashioned diploma-
tic traditions, admiding women only as short-hand
typists. The diplomatic and consular careers are still
almost entirely closed to women, though one would
imagine these as specially suitable to their linguistic
and social talents. Here, too, a beginning has been
recently made, woman being appoiunted to consular and
diplomatic posts by some of the new States set up since
the war, and also by the Russian Soviet Government,

Reviewing women's progress in various countries
to-day, Holland may be cited as peculiarly favourable
to them and as giving them a place in the sun,  This
little state, perhaps the most prospercus in Larcpe has
fifteen women deputies, and a QJueen reigning in her
own right. It is accordingly more inclined than most
others to appoint woman as representatives interna-
tionally and more amenable to receive suggestions
favourable to the fuller and freer admission of women
generally to places where they may be still barred.

Questions affecting women, such as nationality,
infant and maternal mortality, the problem of the
illegitimate child,the unmarried mother, the ayge of con-
sent, matriage, the White Slave Traffic, the codifica-
tion of International Law-—for all these inasmuch as
they affect women, co-operation is recessary. IHence
the advice of experts, women lawyers, doctors, socio-
logists is being increasingly sought Dby the League ;
for much of its work, some hold, the most eflective is
concerned with these questions rather than with the
issues of Peace, Disarmament and the like, where
often its efforts have been ineffectual savein wminor
details and with minor states.

Were a chart drawn showing the relative position
of women in various countries to-day, the Scandina-
vians would be at the top. They were the first in
Lurope (Norway was actually the first) to grant equal
sufirage to women, with eligibility to sit in Parliament.
To«lay in Sweden, Norway and Denmark women and
men are on an absolutely equal basis. Sweden bas the
best marriage law in-the world, ostablishing the fullest
partnership between man and wife. Denmark and
Sweden (Norway, Leing agricultural, is not aftected)
are the only countries where working women, being
fully organised, need no so called “pratection” by res-
trictive legistation. Countries where women are
backward industrially are most prone to this vice of
“ protective ” legistation, which depresses the standard

" of life all round and lowers wages for all, Scandinavia

has tackled successfully the problem of the illegitimate |
child, so that the heavy mortality in the illegitimate,. '
so ptevalent elsewhere, has been checked.

Britain has six women M. Ps. three Labour and -
three Conservative, though only women over thirty -
vote. In the United States, where women enjoy
almost complete freedom, but few have been elected |
either to the State legislature or to the Houses of
Representatives. . )

In America the Ledgue of Women Voters, by a feat
of organisation succeedrd in hreaking the ring of the
food-profiteers, and in ‘bringing prices down for the
consumer’s benefit, a remarkable achievement, which
Governments in various countries have tried to accom--
plish and failed.

Germany, which has full {ranchise for it women
citizens, has from thirty to thirty-nine women depu-
ties in the Reichstag ; from being one of the most back-
ward nations, where women were concerned, it has ‘
advanced enormously, Under the Republic. womnan
now‘possess full social, educalional and economic
rights, Unlike Britain, Germany does not dismiss
women in civil service, teaching, medical, or on other
appointments on marriage, regarding this as a private '
matter for the individualin which the State has no-
right to interfere, ) T

United States~-Two prizes of about seven lakhs
of rupees each were oflered recently for a novel writ-
ten by a man and by a woman. The woman’'s price
was awarded, but of 418 novels submitted by man
none was counted worthy of the prize. There are
twice as many women novelists as men in the United
States, and they are doing twice as good work.

Geneva.~For over four years an Advisory Coma.
mittec appointed by the League of Nations has been:
investigating the pefarious traffic in women and chil-
dren. The investigators have in many cases become!

. temporary ichabitants of the under-world of civilisa~

‘tion in order to get first hand knowledge. Interim te=:

. ports of the work have shown the world wide rami-.

fications of their devilish trade. These have caused,
some movements towards reform. The complete
report is expected shortly. :

e

BRANCH REPORTS.

BoMBAY.

Herewith 1 s2=nd you a chegque for Rs. 50, (fifty
only) to be carried as a donation to the Women's Indian.
Association for thiz year. You will be pleased to note:
that our Institufe has been shifted from the Residential
Quarters into a sepsrate place rented for its special.
purpose, also that our institute has been entrusted’
into the hands of a Managing Cotimittee of well quali-|
fied ladies, and thirdly our Institute has been recog-'
niced by the Bombay Municipality as one of its grant-,
in-aid Schools.

These are the three important changes that the
Institute has undergone since the beginning of the year.

You will get further informations by going
through a copy of printed report which I send. :

Ratnabai Favri. i
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The Second and Ti;ir:% Woren ML @s
T the Lnited Provintes has
gaining the seeond nomination ol
Provineial Legislative Couneil, he

NOTES AND COMMENTS -

b honowe af ¢ -
an Lo thg e
varnmient bas '

1t the In-

Naidu,

“The Ali-india Women's Conference at Delbi.
ontstanding cvent of the women’s world m

=, 3

7. Mrs, Sarojini

6. Mrs. B. Nebru.

Indiz durinyg

men’s Bdueation Conference heid in Delbi, Tt seenved
ihe help of rhe Foremost women ‘n fndia.  Her Exeel-
leney Lady Irwin, wife of the Viceroy ol fndia, open-
; @il {he Conference in & speech of sympathetic insight,

and practical common sense s vegards the pro-

 the Beeum-mother

£ worl
of work;

a! broueht o

amie cultare and the

Tebruary was without doubt the Wo-

nominated Mrs:. Ahmeed Shaw to vepre
dian Christlan eommunity in place of hiv husband
who hag gone to Fngland, © Uuiekis ! iy her
appointment comes h::p\py news, of the nomination of.
WMrs, Kale of Nagpeae to the C% Couneil. She way
e and its Deputa-

a member of the Delhl Conference
tioms,

"he nominations are wisely made and. we
' S vive nomi-

=
L
m
A projoanecie the  IrrbarcMnslim T ‘ T
et : AR PR . Bombay capecially s
- . . purdsh practices Brin ni Naidu as aeti Taurels in this respeel. ~ We wish e
4 ry : 1 - e 4 e T . YR auredd Jmn Ths respees, 2 L ev
Eed . W : L President of the Coulerenee hes was 1nimitable ‘ S L N f“]‘ L o
SR ® /ip o her  power of suetine Tusin work of these women wembors in the Uonnes,
: - :’:,E 5] C AL (hi'nf'cfer;cw: and in suling H[i;.'-’ e %ﬂ ember fiow the Uit Prociness v ‘
- ‘3"“5 D;; , 1 apdd maving in ole Cand H e antmonsiy
i yL_: C pressing fida-- e
e swotnanhio wh the € A
287 Q Annie Bes o the hleed
fgtg © vomen of 1o, Ms, R , _ _ ‘
T oo nopalyv ard oapabie voon S : ! MR PG YH 3
2 £ ‘e hwvaedf iLe apprenuee of Mrs, Cousins, organiser - aren. @1““7 o equip et He 4 3
&% = “"of the first Conference which had bronght wemen Courts and its Children’s Aid Soeciety for delinguent ¥
JSP - o . i I . e A N v . - b s g e . Foee 34 i P T - . |
< E = From all parls of India to discuss fogether their vital und *"lb-n‘”}l}dl (‘;‘ﬂ-ldi*‘“' Now 1t 15 pr f’}],dm‘g__.l%- H
=g covery for sick ehildren. The Bombay Munieipal Cor- ¢

/

V!

needs; elegant Mrs. Das, wife of the Execntive Coun-

p oy

1

ttopadhyaya,

AT TH

C

3, M-, Kamaladewt

of Hler Highness.

1 & 2. Grand-daughters

cillor, for whewn no task was too hard, or too lowly or
t00 high which contributed to the suecess of the Con-
favence ; indelntigable Mrs. Chatterji, to whese genius
{or creanisation the sueeess was due of the hostel and
Ineal arvangements for the Confercnce; Mrs. Sultan
Singh, whose hospitality was unstineed; Mrs, Ambalal
Sarabhai, wife of ths princely mill-owner ht Ahme-
dabad, who, though the young mother of cight child-
ren, combines intense public service with family
duties and was the driving power of the Deputations
of the Conferenee; the Princess Shaluntula Raje,
widowed danehter-inJdaw of I.H. the Maharani of
Barada, who has don- meagnificest worlt for the relief
of women rvendered destitute and -homeless by the
Rarods floads; Miss Lazaras, famons Lor the patriotie
stand she and her sister made when they asked to see
the Pope and gained permission 1o wear their national
saree instead of the conventional Western dress and
black veil which was ar first demanded of them. Many
others of repute and leading in their loealities were
present 10 express the hunger for knowledge of
india’s womanhood and to conceri plans for obtain-
ing it sprediiy. The greatness of these women inspir-
cd o sense of greatness in all present and a pride in
womanhood not betore realised. As one woman said
“ Women ave now. out not only to rock the cradle
but really to role the world.”

X117

poration has accepted ‘he generous offer of 24 lukhs
hy Sir Ness Wadiu and 3. C. N. "Wadia for establish-
ing & Children™s Hospital of 110 beds. The land and
the building will cost Rs. 16 lakhs towards whiel: tiie
Wadia brothers arve to contribute Rs. 9 Takhs and the
Municipality Rs. 7 lakhs. Towards the Maintenunce
Tund the Wadia brothers will contribuie Rs. 15 lakhs
and the Municipality Rs.- 10 lakhs.  Thus is a great
and noble precedent leing set for all India.
—

rengal Institutions.

Other Provinces in India will read with envy
the account given in Reports to band of women’s
organisations in Bergal. | The Tengal Government
gives generous . supaart. to all institutions whicls
provide - training - of "any kind for adult women.
For instance it has given a capital t

grant of
Rs. 4,233 and an annuel recurring grant of Rs, 5,260
to the Women’s Indusirial Home of the Nari Biksha
Samiti which. has at presént 54 pupils. The Madras
Tovermment gives oply R 800 per year to the Wo-
men’s Home of Schvice, which ix of exactly the
same character apd- has 80 pupils., But bheeause
the muture of its pupils prevents fhe Heme from
coming into the ‘red tape divisions- of  the
channely along which Madras Grans flove tne Madras
and other Proviteial ddult institutions are denied
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I L .
aid from the publie funds.

Hmnnnumt grant shouaily.
- o) Bavojind I)ﬂtu AMemoiial Association show splendid,

The V. Jdv(m 1A ‘.‘. idows™
+ Do ofthig same Bengal Sob ety foecives 4,100~
The hepmts ot the

m-wmusmum of the woménnin Bengs il country town.
V\Hr nehes have been formed in over 100 places. The
Tengal Bducation Leagug is also- forging ahead, and. <

lueid a very successtul Edueational (‘nnfcwnee on...

West and IE.\st
Dame “ldm Butt is one of Em-opes ereatest
-singers.  She has rece nily beewn touring in 1!1'11‘1 and
it is un mﬁ‘rz"“ nee wiom of the Erowing appreciation”
of the Bast by the Wost
of Dr. Lsbindranath Tag
gramnmes for concerls n (dwufh an d Madres. She

Jmows 1o bound+ of 1amu, rul re and

-1 culture |

)VH sty ’q‘ ‘“”

A Malional 'L
The death of Snimati l*anv 1
Doening seeident  ix en| lrieparable foss tu o the
Women’s eause and to all b nanitarian cunses in
Trcia, and espéoally i B2 india,  Bht was the
rder and Urganisin ! ; , and heart and
; 0':!' 1he uhlwlfl Sy in Bongaiove Liny,
Prosident ot “the "Child \“wl are Assosiation, first
STRIREN umni‘wr' of the Ban 'rlm'v Distriet Coun-
) receipiv nt S hivd st Hanad  Ionours
md txf autly also of the First-

! Lut a h\'n'e- all thess
an her by

(11
hpr work
e WOorK.

xmv Tnd_m

i mumu throeueh o
,

]s(‘]" il
wae

one of the

Vs

she gy :l]( be oa mibober of zrw ».mmm
se e \nu..mu to the Tierey o src:.xn {eris-
{xs*ohdm et dlv wmarriag

: £l mmnrn'r ml

i 10
‘r\l \uhl‘!x

- conabant eon-
¥ sor of strenglh 1o
Todian A st g incephion.
mipathy Hows hu : :31! 1o her hereaved
rasehhpra lyer,

”:u Woraen s
The nrmost
Hie s comr ld“. Dewan Bahadur {hand
- thiel Jusiice of Myrore.

The Kamala Led tures,
~ Mrs, Barojini Naidu sarpase d all her previousV
fents  of  elogquence anﬂ ora’ory in her three

L~ .

lectures for the C “Iunt‘m University on ““The Ideals

of thm Womunhool.”” The University fiall could

not contdin the Crow ds who flocked to her lectures.

'Ife entltasiasm, w .L\f-lmme-nw Unfortunately the ma-
Jor poution of hat addresses is lost for the htenooraph-

’ Qr i UUY}IL it fnpossibile to keep up to the speed of her
torrent of imagery and breathless wealth of expres-

shoh, “and 19 phntuo"raph or wireless radio machine

the 16t and 17th February. v oy was, present” to record her extempore flow of words

and ideas. We know, however, that she set the ideals
and aspirations "of Indian w omanhood *“ in letters
of hrc against a sky that will not blot out the
flame.”? She traced the uwifts of aesthetie culture

which thv [slu women brought to the *¢ legacy of

«hot uhie hag. ineluded severval *legend’
¢'s songs i her f»w‘cxux or represenfative fhan herself ‘could be found of the

50 spent w\,w'.xi days with 1he huv‘ at ‘s‘-um’unﬂxouan ar

: Ad od in

* vrhiel Hindu women possessed.,  No worthi-

hulmmw of old.
Youth to the Rescu
'n'tm'n"' to notice the 0
the Toamy n‘w(*ﬁngs hei
Y t_'smwnmom To pPubs
lazos Enlo w16
Ve ; wda for
! on - Muadres &
Vit & 1oL ﬂu‘ nufming of Madras
iii , U% rupanship of Dre. Annpie Beasunt
~0m’ uﬂm' mertings on the same subjeel were held in
: s of Madras, Men and wonmen studenis of
1ostels and colleges mel and supported the
ivmlmum. It is signifieant to wvute that the
il of Quern Maryv's College and ﬂw Lady Wil
Lngdon I'raining ( ‘ollege were r}m first 1o moet and
demand the teform, We shall be glad to hear if
Vouth in other Drovinees is equally aetive in this
Cause. -

&
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Onr [Hustration is a portrait of HLJL the Begum-
“mother of Bhopel, the dunior Prineesses of Buop:x.],
W Naeidun and others arriving at the Women's Edu-
oation Coulerepece.

We have pleasure in presenting Stri Dhorma this.
month a3 .sp('mal Conference number.
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THE WOMEN'S ASSEMBLY IN DELHL

l:u;-m.s.~a0ms of the Second Ali- India Women's _
Cunference on Educational Reform.

By Margarer B. Covsins, B, Mos,

Tt is no small feat of organisation to gather to-
gether in Delhi nearly 200 women from all quar-
ters of India in the ~9mnd week of February, and to
Lonse them eomfortably in the vigours of a chm“*
that dashed big hailstones on them one day, hurled
a thunderstorm with vivid lightning at mom an-
other day, poured rain as if out of buekets on
to the shamianas on the morning of p]'(!r)m'mon for
the soening ceremnny, and fmall} smiled its goo
‘u'w \\M brilliant snn:ﬂﬁu' at the G

'3‘.1.,(*10“ g

Woren s Con-
thut it ereatad
t ness, eapa o

ph
”’L[ion fn avcaimnl

R EIAS
m'm areas 0 fur apavi Trivandrwn
and Duroda.
U"lu] iy froin Bihar, Pareees
Sralmins ‘E'L’Gm \I:uh'as,

frow S eonst:
and the Neribh-West Provi nees, CUaleut

There wepe Brahmo S
Hambay. mrrho(u;x

cpiean M
< Ao Ph(mc

5 of 'L'Lcu H

and pr

v

wemenn ead attemt
aadd cont ilie

b
Lm'ai (m‘e\uw
vrade, o woman
suhjects, women who had
teavelled iy all Lm(ix even in acroplaves, great orga-
pisers in war, flond and fumine, women *'“bu in other
fands had saffered imprisonment for the cause of
women, [ndian widows, and happy wives and wothers.

3eili has never weleomed a more imuh wsive and re
presentative body of women. They already are 1}19
voiee of public opinion of the pmp!o ]‘11031 affected by
the cause they esnress—the dercand for more and
hetter edueation-for Indian children and particularly
for girls, and the 411)1;(1“ for legislation to help parents
fo encl child marringe.  That these warnen have come
from all parts of India with the consent of their
men-folik is evidence that {he publie opinion is already
existont of whieh Government and apologists for

1”31:wm»e inuetion are demanding proof. It is &

dewand and an autherdty oot mw-;biv to he mndmrui
guantity, hu w qmnr in thiy slage of women’
;l!tu racy and in {he vasipess of 1his ln(au
the depntations’sf the Cenference which waited on the
Vi ieeroy, anil the leaders of all Parties in the Central
Legiglatures, the mandate of (he woraen of India has
been miven to s manhond.

It was a remarkable faet that the 200 people
who were sitting daily hammering into sbape a Con-
hlutmn for [ndmu Self- lz(JVPl‘IHTI(}H el only five
minutes’ distance away from the Saraswati Hall in

eurrieniin on: the lines

".‘hrough

which the Women’s Conference was simultaneously
meeting and ratifying the Eduecational Handamentals
which the First All-India Women’s Conference had
formulated - at Poona last vear. Between the two
and the Imppr ial British Power were the liason offi-
cers, Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant and Lady Irwin,
ull lml\ed together by the Begum-mother of Bhopal,
Ruler of her own State for 25 years. Omne felt that
there in Delhi not ene seetion only of India was en-
gagerd in a historie strugele, but the Wholt' Nations in
the eomplerientary spheres o India’s lile, maseuline

and feminine, politics and social 1’01011:1.

The definite resalt of the fivst Women'’s Conference
was the MTemorandum of Res (,lu*mm on Hduestional
which enuncizted women’ s principles of

relorn, sach as fhe toration of relivion to edunea-
tion, m,r'mi sory aaedieal inspect 1
training, vhe ﬂieammd ‘mr alteruats
for eirls a0l in te enter ik
zions, the en : i
jeets which wonld enviel, on
future puothers of the Indiin

This year's H»nfm-vu*e supplementad
randin in some ilmportant 1)11‘“«'111;”\,
long:, brnlmnt discission on 8 unh 1on
inelusion of (*f‘nm]hu*ﬁ as a

Anather

.lly'h'«‘\lv
nhamma-~

and o1
ed, the n more ::mi ]
for teachers was ‘kD")hi“}Ht'!l 471& the
sty st 3 of women being in the
an all publie badic \sh}vu limlb‘ \'1.1
soeinl reforms defi i
t the ehic
ferenee was its ‘nrmmmn of fxw kuh T,
definite. construetive wark 1o keaep ¢
ﬂnmufrhwd the year and perbaps many years.
is getting to "’“1‘1[)\ with efforts to earry the Meno-
randum of Nesolutions into conerele achievements
and models, for one Commiltee is t¢ collec
books, veeommend revisions and compile those needed
for new subjecty, the second is to drall a complete
whieli will inearporate the
ideals of women, the third to investigate the condi-
tions of the truining of teachors. the tourih to earry
on a national carapaign for the abolition of child
marriage, and the fifth to uvln\* and administer an
All-Tudia Fund for Women’s Education.
Cirormstanees over which the Conference had uo
gentrol provided the [lelegates with a dramatie ob-
jeet-esson in womer exclnsion
in legislative matters directly aife
A wisit ot the Delegates to the [t*f’l%mﬂ“"
had been ineladed in the Conferenve muﬂ'rumnw ar,d
175 wamen filled ali available seats in the Visitors’
Galleries,  Tmagine the mnazement when it was found
on the Arenda Sheer that Gour’s Age of Consent Bill
care up for diseussion that very lllurnunn‘ mtmnﬂz*»
Iy enough no one had p*'(wmmh infermed the Con-
ference of the fact, and it swnu-«l like a miracle. T

and powerlessnes

nraan x
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mover’s fine speech and the Government's open
opposiiion to the Bill made a vivid impression on the
mind of every Delegate. The sl atement that a Com-
mittee might be formed by Government to investigate
the question of ehild marriage and Ape of Consent
satisfiedd mo woman present. Taeh eame cut after
{he debate hob with indigpation against Government
policy ard burning to press women s viewr direetly
on those responsible and poweriul in the Leyislatures.
Urgent veqoests for interviews were the re-ult, and
the Couference found its elitaax this vear iu the his-
torie Deputations of 21 fully representative women
to the Vieeroy and the Party leaders.

Those Depntations were vemarkable, T'hey were
not in the Conterenee Programme. They avose out of
the surging life of the Conference. They were ar-
ranged and earried through within 24 hours. Five
minutes before the time the women were all sitling
quietly, unflostered, awaiting His FExcelleney. Noue
present will ever Jorget the earnest appeal in the firm
musical voiee of the beautiful youny Rani of Mandi
a5 she read the Memorial of the Clonferenee to the
head of 1be Government. *° The extreme urgency of
this question aud the hurping desive of women to
reraove Lhis barrier from their path of progress.....
fragedy of child warriage,. .. .consequUences on wo-
men’s education. .. .menaee to the physique of the
ution. ... Until the abolition of child marriage is
brougid about by logistative aetion Ind ia cannot fit
hersol? to fake her place in the comity of uivilised
Nations.”” The ouvcasion was dynamic. It was us
full of power and potentiality as was the similarly
historie Deputation to the Inte Hon. E. 8. Montagu
when wemen fiest asked for their full cilizen rights
as vofers. Oue rvealised that ©* Thoughts had gone
forth whose powers ean sleep 1o more,””  The later
interviews wore wore informal and il was the re.
presentative of orthodox Madras, gniet Mrs. Ladsh-
man Rao who maintained that the Shastres did not
suppert early marriage, €ven if they did, she said,
< We want new Shastras.”? The Nagpur delegute
ejaculated < We have had enough of mun’s lawssfor
us, we want to make laws for ourselvis ! Pandit
Malaviya got the greatest ameunt of leckling.
Women entively disapproved of his panicea-—marri-
age ot 12, and consnmma tion befors 16 punishable by
law. ¢ lmpracticable,” © Two uites of a eherry,”’
Mot twelve Uwere heard on all sides, Mrs, Kamala-
devi asked 174 Wotilal Nebieu dicect, < "What will the
Swaraj Party do when the Early Marriage Bill eoles
ap for diseussion?”’—and received the eryptic and
ansatistactory reply <¢ 1 will sce that y&ur caunse will
not suffer through any action of the Swaraj Party.”
Farlier however in weleoming the Deputation he had
said “* Wer will do our hest to see this business
through.”” All those men realisedd that the women
of Tndia were roused, that they were issning wareh-
ineg orders which must be obeyed.” They were plead-
ing for their children, they were fighting for a finer
race, they were fundamental patriots fulfilling their
Dharina, they were the voice of the Mother protecting
the Motherland.

One of 1he seevets of the success of the Conference
was the absence of written papers during its
Jeliberations. There was an amazing amount of

N

relevant, coneise, govr—spenking on the Resolu-
1ions, TUnder ihe dignified, keen divection of
Her Highness the Begum of Bhopal, assisted in defail
work by Mrs. Survojini Naidu the dIseHEHIONS  Wwere
carried on at a high level, and there was no conver-
sation in the body of the falll Bvery oae was too
eager to hear vach new speaker to have any desive
for sotto roce communt, .

Three sessions stand owt particalarly Yor comwment
------ the brilliance of the opening ceremnuy, the sesston
which Ludy Trwin informally attended, and the eles-
ing session.  Men got their only chance of evaluet-
ing the Conference at the Public Meeting which Yorm-
od its opening, but its organisation ir the Cinema
Yheatre within a few hours, its beauty of vetting with
palms and huge brass bowls of lovely roses, its erowd-
od auditorium, its inspiring speeches, ity influential
patroncsses, must have impressed every one mogs
favourably. Iow few other national fuuctions begin
with o Hindw, a Christian and » Muhammadan
Prayer for Divine guidance in their deliberations!
The personnel of the platform itsell was a demonstra-
tinn of the unity of women in a evmmon sisterhood
for »ervice.

The All-India Women’s Edueecation Fund  was
started during a session which had displayed muach
vicour and interchange of opinion on important re-
solutions dealing with the premotion of Adult [P

~eational Centres and the desirability of stafling Pri-

mary Schools with women teachers predeminanthy.
H.E. Lady Trwin was present and said she was mu ]
unpressed by the spivit of the Conference and then,
hefore she left, the resolution was hrouglt forward
to start the Conference Fund for Women’s Kduea-
ton. An appeal was made by Mrs. Naidu for the -

announcement of donations to be promised there and ™

ilken  Her Highness the Begumemother immediately
prowmissd Hs, 5.000 as Ler first instulment, other Prin-
cossns Tollowed with several thousaupd or out tho-
gand each. Then swoman after woman ros! offering
gums from Bs. 1,500 down to Rs. 100, Tae amonnt
had run up to nearly Rs. 30,000 within fifteen
minutes—and that is only the spontapeens springitis
forward of the wmoment withont consultations with
hushands!  1f is only the beginning. The Seeretury
of that Fund is Mrs. Rustomji Faridoonji, Saifabud,
Hyderabad, Deecan, to whom all who answer thiz

eall from women should send their Donations.

Kloquenee that moved one to the depths of the
heart brought the Conference to a close. . Annio
Besant had forond it possible to attond the last ses
sion, and in the presence of a jrio ol women havd to
equal in any other part of the world—The Begum-
mother of Bhopal, Svimati Surojini Naidua, and Dr.
Annie DBesant, seated as written,—the deliberations
ol the Conference ended, and the poefess called on the
young-okd warrior of cighty-one, Who fifty-three years
ago gave her first gpeecl on “The Right of Women to
the ranechise,’” to give her hlessing 10 the women
assembled. Oratory and wisdom and spiritual tru th
couched in universal terms flowed from her to these
whom she addressed as “‘My grand-children and great-
grand-children. . . »» Her speech put all the fowers
of the weel’s work into a bouquet, and the, inimita-

ble Sarojini Devi presented it with magic-making

ot
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words to /the other young-old champion of her sex,
the Begwji-mother, whose words, in her opening speech
sreve il minds,  Never in the midst of the duties
which Providence placed in .y hands have T been
torgatfu] of the interests ol my own sex.”’  Narojioi
Devi spoke of the goddesses, and those three women
might truly be considered their representatives,
Shalkti, Lakshmi, Saraswati, Power, Beauty, Wisdon.
It was an inspiring hour.

The day is not far distant when such Conferences
will be open for their experiences to be shared
directly by men also, though it s wisdom for
women by themselves just at present to try out
their powers and their vision, unharapered and un-
helped by their brothers. Women are edunealing
themselves towards the time when there shall not be
s Legislative Assembly of men in one place and a
construetive Assembly of women in another place in
the sante sity, but where on equal terins in equal
numbers, with equal powers and equal opportunities
but with distinetive gqualities of bady, mind and heart,
women and men will assemble together for national
and international serviee,

MEMORIAL TO H. H. THE VICEROY FROM
THE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE ON
" EDUCATION REFORM:-

The following is the Memorial read by the Rani
Suheb of Mandi on the reeeption of the Women’s De-
putation on 11th February at the Vicercgal Lodge,
Deihi t—

AMay 1T rLEast Your EXCELLENCY,

We are grateful to Your Excelleney for agreeing
{o receive a- Deputation from the Second All-India
Weomen's Conference on Edueational Reform.

9. The Conference on behall of which we come fo-
day represents thirty different Constituencies all over
India, and about 200 Delegates have attended the
Conference from all parts of India.

2. Phe attached Resolution has been passed unani-
mously by the Sceond All-India Women’s Conference
on Educational Reform at its session in Delhi held
on February 8, 1928 It thevefore represents the
united feeling of the women of every part of India
and of every race, creed and caste.

4. Tn response to the intense fecling shown by the
delogates this Conference has decided upon an ov-
vanised national campaign for the abolition of ehild
marriage, Until some definite action has been taken
the Conference is unanimously of opinien that ifs
offorts towhrds educational reform amougst the wo-
men of India are so handicapped as to be rendered
almost nugatory. [t further considers that such
action must be legislative.

5. Under the cireumstances, and before taking any
further step, the Conference felf that it would be
highly desirable for a representative Deputation of
its members to wait npon Your Hxcellency and also
to seek an opportunity of meeting the leaders of the
various political groups in the Legislative Assembly

in order to be able to place its views personally be-

fore Your Excellency and the gentlemen referred

XI—18

10 and to discuss on a practical basis what immediate
legislative action can be taken in the matter.

6. The Conference fully realises that the time of
both Your Kxeelleney and of the Legislative Assem-
bly is Hmited and that many other tuportant matters
claim your attention. It it appeals to Your Excel-
leney to take into consideration the exirveme urgency
of this gquestion, and the burning desire of the women
of Indid 1o remove this barrier from their path of
progress.  Your Exdelleney must have seen for Your-
self in the course of your many tours throughout the
country something of the tragedy of child marriage in
Indlia, its menace to the physique of the mnation, and,
especially. its eonsequences as regards women edu-
cation.  Until the abolition of child marviage is
brought about by legislative action India cannot fit
herself to take her proper place in the comity of civi-
lised nations.

7. This Conference, through its Deputation, theve-
fore prays Your Ixeelleney graciously to extend
Your sympathy and support to the women of India
in this. their vital need. 1t appeals nrgently to Your
Execllency and to the Government of India for your
whole-Learted collaboration in the elforts of the wo-
men of India to seenve the abolition of child marpi-
age throughout ihe conntry. S

4 In the event of any special Commitiee being
appointed to eonsider measures directed towards this
encl; 1his Corferenes further venlnres to pray Your
Excelleney to use the inflnenee al your command to
snsure the appointment of representative women upon
such a Committee. )

0. 11 Your Lxcellency should not think it feasible
to take up this question aetively, we would at least
beg of Your Government to remain neutral wien
these questions are brought up before the Legisla-
fure so that we may be in a position to influence
non-ofticial members of the Legislatures.

LESOLUTLON.

This Conference leeply deplores the effect of early
marriage on education. It emphatieally condemns
the custom of allowing immature boys and girls to
beecome parents. It calls on the Central Goverpment
and the Provineial Legislatures to follow the prece-
dent set up by the Indian States of Daroda, Rajlkot,
Kashmir. Gondal, Indore, Limbdi, Maundi, which have
saised the legal age of marriage. This meeting de-
mands that the legal age of marriage for girls and
hoys be made 16 and 21 respectively. While wel-
coming Rai Sahib llarbilas Savda’s attempt fo pass
legislation prohibiting early marringe, this Confer-
ence strongly protests against his proposed ages of
12 and 15 and ealls on him and the Select Commitiee
to amend his Bill in conformity with this Resolution.
1t reiterates its demand of Jast year to raise the Ayge
of Consent to 16 for girls and supports Sir Hari
Singli Gour’s Bill as a step towards that end.

MEMBERS OF DEPUTATION.

The Runi of Mandi.
Mrs. S. R. Das. :
,, M. E. Cousins. ‘
.. Kamatadevi Chattopadhyaya.
»  Neliru. :
,, DRustomji Faridoonji.
,  Huidekoper.
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Mrs., Saraladevi Choudhuri.
Begim Hamid Al

. Surbuland Jung.
AMrs. Ambalal Sarabhai.
Miss Bhagwat.
Mrs, Lakshman Rao.

., Shukla.

. Sultan Singh,
Migs Das. '
Mrs., Kale,

., Janakibai Bhat.

. Latifi

- s -~ oy -
FROM THE PAST TO THE PRESENT
A Tribute to the Delli Conference.

1 shall not dwell at length upon the details of this
brilliant Conference. Men and women wnst have
read its aceounts with intevest, but 1 do want to say
one or two things which [ felt as 1 never felt hefore.
T wepd thers as o delegafe amd spectator as welll 1
have bived lang snough to see the changes that have
eopte 1 f

o the wemer of the eonntry, L have Hved
throneh the most ovihadox rimes, when oieks were
aarried aa habies, whon it toalo many days to travel a
umdred miles of eountry awl when Eogiish wis
vnlnow 4 bhave satcbed teo the grewih i
wWorell s fnovenient, m i proviues of
woll as in the other provipees, so that i 2

Wy i pressiuns shall h: o i with o eertain

1
1 s
seaonnd ot tion and authority as well

The one very tmaportant thing that siruck me was
the perieet businesslike way 1n which the wowen
took to Their work: oul of a handful of women inte-
restod in the women's movement, talking over their
feq, at the Lttle Women's Home of Serviee at Madras,
one of the Biogest moverents for women had spring
np, Wiat was it that made this Conference so signal
a sneeess? b suppose it was the earnestuess and the
wineerity of ail those whoe worked: of the faith in the
witimate good; of the steadlus woal: all thess went
Lowards the making of that suecessful Conference.
For onee the women of fndin showed that they conld
aranage nationad alfaire as well as they could their af-
Yairs ut the dittte dame philosopler of
(e ege o et Ehtones have o st Do
inging ] s 10 wibh e AdbIndis Edwenrionad
Concesiee of Wemen.  As an argeanized noneoffieiad
copnine the aftaies of women in Tndia, speal-
S and expressing with anthority, it hex no parallel:
aned thal is where the besutiful pevfection of this
Conferenee lies. It s acither under the aegis or
auspices of Governmenl: noer is it at ihe mercy of
an drresponsible heetoring political hody. Wisely
have the women chalked out their programme, keep-
ine out all other things that do-net concern them,
having  definitely  made  wp  their minds a3 Lo
the things which eoneerm them,  To-dey their con-
cornt is above all things, edueation, and for some time
to came it must bo so, but there is no reason why It
chould not extend its aetivivies further, whieh T hope
will de by ared by, In thal way one van say with
confidence thaf it stands on a par with one of the
greatest institutions of the country, iz, The Indian
Nationai Congress. To-day the National Congress has

hewly oo

concerned itself about polities, and men., Wemnen
have had no part in it, with two exceptions

The Women s Conferepee ought to be able to
satisfy this need, but with better acumen, skill and
good will, at least it will not trouble itself with
Hindu-Musliin Unity and the vexed untouchability
question for the women of India ave nnited in a glo-
rious indivisable way and they hawve no parties. So
whatever work they take up, whether it be polifics
or education or Sceial Reform, then success is assured,

Years ago, when the wave of the Great French

Rc\’(.)]nﬁ(m swepl.  over the land, similar gu-
therings of women took place in Rurope. Iis-
tory repeats itsell,—a very siniilar thing is taking
place in India. We are in the throes of a soeial and
a political revelution. It iy no wonder the women
have eome out to play their part, and it is gratifying
to note that they have begun in a really brave beauti-
ful way. )

The Conference at Delhi is a forernnner of that
mighty awakening, and as in the life of all nations,

as nob the renalssunee heen ushered in by the women
she Lsad ) B it was with the Wosh, S0 was it with
Mo owas it owith Movpd and se it e owit!

Rt & i

s

Vends matar
Koasrananat Las
A Pelegute jrom M

THE EDUCATION PROE
Exivaets from the speeches of LLE
HHL the Beguwn-dother of Bhopal
Maherani of Daveda at the Wowen’s Canferenen.
H.E. Loy [iwsx,

The ohslacles in the way of wemen’s education in
ihis eonntry are enormous, difficulties of langnage,
poverty, iguorsnce, apathy. hostile public opinion,
socinl ewstoms and even polities. But women, thé
workl-over, are Tomed for their patience, their dow-
ged voarage in the face of daily adversities. I we
Lesp a stond heart and are determined to go forvar
sieadily, T mm eonvineed that we shall, in due t
avercome all e present troubles, and win throug

them to onr geal. I ore vespeet lodia is favoured,

Oyihier ot

vviving live been pioneevs, and have TET Y
yaistakes b whieh Indin i she Wiwe, Taay profif.
Have seen slow o recouaetse the neeesnity Tor

{ s of eotrme, true dhat they both bave fo Tive in
come world and 1he: they both have to share Bt
wiwe - them s but their funetions o iboare favwely

ditferent,  In many eountries to-day, wi see girls'

edducation developing on lines whieh are a slavish
imitation o3

by the neecessity of sudying for a certain examini-
tion so that it must perforee exelude many it not

most of the subjeets we would most wish girls to
learn.  1f publie opinion, for example, demands that .

Matr eulation should alwags bu the first tess of ex-

collence of o high school education, selools will neees- |

sarily be framed to meet that demand, The result
will be, as 1 sngeested, to drive ns into a uniformity

that fails to take acconnt of the distinetive neeessis
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iating between cdueation of boys and girk,

boys educeation. It is swrely inappro-
priate that a currienlnm for girls should be decided -

-

1ies of women.  We must thercfore, as L see it. do
481 in our power to set o different staudurd, and 1o
vevate a desive in the publie which will allow girls

ar st any rale a greater number of girls to develop

= on otiter Yines, What I foel we should @i o give

ahid the laws of health. which will enable them to
061 one side of their duties as wives and mothers,
reinforeed by a study of those aitbjeels whivh will
help most fo widen their interests and ondlook,

L Tae MantaraNi or Baroba,

1k\n-m is u praciieal knuwledge of Jomestie subjects

This Congress will be epoch-nsaking if from its
Jeliberations there results gecnirity for every woman
in her finaneial statos, Kaeh of us shortdld have that
indenendence soeured her by the laws of her country.,
carlier  Hindu  law  women awere hotrer  off

are to-lay.  These lows wust be chang-
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el w6 that women <shall never e to suffer the inedu

i of aneertainty over hor eennamie position, W
degraded when her nobiliny s cheeked by

w-xirin instead of
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hey wide influence

the right direetion: and it would be a happy onwe
if her name were 1o be lent to the foundations that
Jwall be built. 1 can foresee in the greal cities of

; v of Indig,
ta Belp ns here. Jlor wisdom,
will set on feot o inoveneni 1

)

lrdin the Lady Trwin Home-Colleges exereising a

jovely and vital influenee on our national Lite.
Jastiv | would add this. The whoele world is look-

e 1 us Indian womnen as we Wwork out o own sitl-

vation.
1i.H. Tue B
To preside over the deliberations of the Conferenes
sueh un this i indesd an honour which any woman
of howsoever vxalted a pesition may be jasily prowd.
You have ploeed befure You thase lofty ndeals on
which the well-being of the future veneratinons s
much depends and the performance of a nationad
wopvier withont which all the endeavours of  the
sironget #es ave bound 1o he aseless, - You have very
eorreetly diagnased the uature of the national disease

svat-Moruig o Buoran.

(

and fie remedy vou have prescriled is sare o cradi-

cite the evil Tt is o faer, snd no one ean doubt 1,
fhat the educational progress of wowrn is easential,
not only for their own salvation as a sepavate sex, but
alsn for the progress and betterment of the entire
nation. It is the mother’s lap that provides the first
amd the hest sehool of education for the child.”

the enopinity of the respensibilities ats
Presidentship, | eannot help feeling nervous avout
my own short-romings.

that imleed was the strong
spelled me to aceept your kind invitation. In spite
of my age and failing health I could not decline the
honoure, and prepared nyselt to take part in your
deliberations which 1 look upon as a national duty.

odueatienal and socinl progr
ladies from all parts ol o

'\ sembly

sehiny o

Conwidering the tmportance of this

My only exense for being bere, 1 sxense it even

can he. is to be found in those family tradirions and
those veligions preeepts whivh have all jong perloree
filled my heart with an anguish at the deplorable gon-
dition of my sul i

in the midst
s oyny hands
my ability to

dever

of the diries which Providencs plase
and which 1 have striven to the best of
diselrge, have 1 been torgetful to my own sex, and

«t. of ipventives that com-

Could there be o more hopefnl sign for the Mature
g3 of hidia than that
conniry should have
hled here. without any distinetion of ecaste. o
Ly adisenss the problems of edueation and to
auitalide mes 4

that a neble
ieh are the naturnd

3

avw-mimdednes,

bringe sh

» tnar.
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We cannot blink tie
ronlize oue neeils or look at them from e xame View-
anint as we can,  They simply eannot rrapple with
oy preblems to our satisfacrion.  What they have
done deserves oar fullest appreeiation, but the needs
of the present time eall upon ws to soive for onrselves
the peenliar sducationel diffendrie. tha face the
swomen aof India. .

The need for warnen’s edieation has not been ever
so mueh as properly feli by our ecountiymen. Their
1ack of intevest and, sometipes, their opposition have
preventad the flovernment rom paying due atten-
tion fo the sducation of the wowmen of India. That
accounts for the baekwardness of wirls in edueation
in eomparisan with boys, and Tor the fact thet the
ratio of edueation between  wowen and men 18
hardly 2 100,

Anovher handieap ie the education of our girls
i the enstom of early marriage,

Another eustor that needs veanljnatment s the
prurdi. Sfustoas early marriage s largely common
among the Hindus, the purdah i to He met with most-
iy wmong the Musahnans. There cant be nn denying
the fuet that the present strietness of the purdah
system antong the Musalmans doos not form part of

their rediginas obligations. s hased on purely

r - .
e Taet that

-~
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loval considerations and is rot found in other Islamic
countries. The motive underlying the syslenn as it
obtains in India was perlups the prevention of an
fmpreper association of men and women. The idea
was that women sheuld not make a show of lheir
charms, and it was with that objeet in view that the
nordall was infroduced inta {elaanie countries, 1o some
si them it sl exisls, bur nowhere is 11 as siviet as
in India. TE the  svstem were  remodelled ac-
cording to peealinvitics of the environnents and
placed on @ reasonable fooring, niost of the evil
effects which it bas on fomale eduention would dis-
appear, while, at tite same time, we should be spared
from o situalion that is enusing a great deal anxiety
in the West.

1 have no hesitation to own that the purdah system
a5 observed anmtong the Muslims of Indin is not ex-
actly Islamie and is indeed very hurminl to the pro-
gress of edueation aneny onr eirls,  TLis o udranee
morcover in the way of their physical and mental
development.  The Mussabmans  should contly  and
calinly reflect and deeide whether by respecting a
were eustom they wounld keep their wonien 111 state
of suspended antmarion, whether they wonld sacrifice
the prospeets of theiv fulure geparations st the abtar
of bligvl projudice. ...

do net propose to go inte detoils abour
fal diffienlties. 1 feel thet they will afd
e ond witl the spread of edueation, wud

retoriis qand

e e

vioabemcod il

.

il

of wamen's
N

+ currieulong, the peenhine peed

women awd their mental constitat rentld
hi of, It should also be horne 1nind 1

¥

sirks can oall

o their s
o the wagese
s as to admit of
5 s knowledee being imparted
to theo within that periad. Sueh of them os bave the
ieaus of prosecuiing their stwdies still further or are
inelined to enter any learnvd profession, need not be
preverted from carrying ont theiv intentions, bl
wenerally speaking, the eduoeation of givls in India
shonld proeeed on the lines T have ventured to sturgest,
[t iy not very eommendable in any case to l(;ri»l—::'iipnn

i+ M
{ 1o devole

Lh nied 3oamoint of tl

education merely as a weans of livelihond, mueh less
should thit be the aim iy edueatingrour givks,  Womaun

- WS not meant by nature to take paret in the stroggles
of life or to compele with man in the domain peculiar-
Iy his own. Tler education should be such as may
enable her, among other things, to help man in his
struggles, 1o comfort him in his tronbles and create
A happy home. ...,

For the progress of fonale education a large num-
her of femalk teachers is requived. T would earnestly
fappeal to my noble-minded sisters to realize the 'p':}-

{
i

verly aml helplessness of their coungry, and to eon.
tribute their quolz of help in the advaneement of
cedneation.  They conld easily devate some of e
spare timeflo the teaching of the givls in their neiizh
Lourhopad,  In this way difficalry 2hout teacne g
be geeatly releived. 1 sugeest it only as o temodrary
measure. for ax soon #x edueation becomes universal
the want of tenchevs will nob e s aeeite, and zmudj,
teachers will be muels more esnily evitlable, .

T aduit that i ds essential ©o eryvstailise aud Lormu-
Late our ideas belore any ¢raction] sleps arc taken
pnd this neeessitales diseusion b prer i desision
has been reached, et it be aeled gpon for ofbherwise
siecess i difffenlt 1o attane Ler ng make wupoour
minds to aet up fe what we are saving te-day. and
that 1o my mind 18 the secret ol all sucees S
- We should never think that something 1 lacking
in us and that we cannot shape our own destinies or
\\'«:n'k ouf onr awn salvation.,  The vitts of natyens 7:'.I‘*;'
within the reaeh of everyhudy aind 1Y we Jo nob talke
due advantase of rhem the faull 1s onrs. The mem-
1 of our sex have porformed herole deeds in the
warld and the pages of history are full of the records
of the marvellous aehievéments of women, both i lindn
and Musline Even to-ay we are aet without women
in our midst who would take their pluce side by side
with men in any walk of life. 7l gt the bl of
ate backwward s due o wanl of praper training, not
te aany dedeet in our dntellioeonee and nnderstandin

v ehanees atel seopes onr gl

s

Chiven ke necess

vl ahis
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itpaneial su
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Tt “ o holeh |

vaneetnent oi hery i Nisters, ! ’
of the Repurt is the fnrge aienber of Iadicas who o
bonerary service for (he eligwes held by the Branch,

Constitutionally, rinancially, numervieally aud eulta.

rally the work of the Tuostitote has o murkaile

progress and its Heport will be an eneetinzement to

all wonwen who like good Mva, Pavel ares iy to
do what ther can even in a small Way and year by |
sear will find thelr weork enlarging as hers has done, j
The Headguarters of -the WAL 1 proad of its Grant 3
LRoad Dyanceh, new a il fledzed =% Institute 77 and ‘
plves its hearty congratulations to Mys and li)r.i
2avri,

ey

IIEM.»-QE"Antrm;&:,. :
We are glad to announer that Mrs, Arnuanda [uo
and Dirs, mivkar of our Alanliur Branch, Madras, aud
Mes, Chaklo of Saidapet Draneh have been nominat.
oil, Honorary Magistrates in theiv Distrieds,
“The DBaby Welesme Centres of Alandur and Saidn-
pet were recently visited by FLE. the Governor’s wife,

MARCH, 1928 ]
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"aly Gosehen, who gave them high commendatisn,

hese wre conducted entively by the W.LA. Branches

. those places.

We also note that Mrs, Theobald of Mysore: Uity
has been nominated a Couneillor of the Municipal
Council of that City. The authorities of Bangalore
(Cantonment have by a majority extended the Uan-
tonment [ranchise 1o women.

DoMmBAY BRANCH.

A splendid Report of 1'ree (‘lasses, conducted by
the Bowbay Branch of the Women’s Indian Associa-
{ion, has just been printed. These classes arve beld
in Apollo Street and at Mantree House, French
Dridge, and give lessons in 15 - different subjects
ascful to grown-up ladies. 17 pupils passed in Pirst
Aid and Tome Hygiene Public Examinations.

"he  Branel  opened a  daughter Branch at
Dadar in which 40 women are now being trained.
The Fort Branch has during the past year conti-
e drs exeellent publie worle in luege provineial
mutiors, Ut eelteeted Tw LUBE for the Guzerat Flood
Reaef Fund inised s v oof SEETHTES
cetures, hefd a s

took a lazrge sb
fovepee of Woinen
vpovted the

ph ecreinry.

and

somen o the Lewis

nor of Bonbay

rogtest ol abu Lo e
fative Conneil The
to Mrs, Pethi
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T fo T v +y 3 H
Dranch alza wave 4 wel
.

eo, wel known for der wa-

o
-
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fracist work in England. The I el
amongst the perforewers, The Farathost undh

“andali held a eompetition and effered prizes for the
best explunation of the Theory and Composition of
Parsi Lullahies and two svomen students of the My sie
vloss of the Bombay Branch got the first prizs of
Yo, 100 sud the second prize of Rs. 50 respectisely.
Al eredit 5w due to the gentlemarn-helper who {caches
the students sithout any remuncration.

s, Tatu and her band of bonorary workers ire
worthy of all praise for the steady and public-spivited
jganmer in which they conduered the Dranches unler
their charge.

TACUT.
The Wamen’s ludian  Axsos Chalapnrna
B rench, has started Continustion for the b

Ar of adult women in the [ollowing subjeets theics a
woele: Enelish, Malaynalam, hkandwork and  mueie.
A overy &4 ful eelebrativn of the Health Week was
held in this Branch’s Baby Weleome Centre fliis

Smorth when 150 children with their” mothers awere

presented with rice, avool, fruits and soups o
lavist. seale, The riee was contributed by M,
Consalva (. EKutty and the soap by the Kerala
toap Institute. Nine children were given prizes and
quel. interest was shown hy the many visitors and
many’ mothers present in the celebration amd the
chitdren. The work of the Branch is progressing
vory satisfactorily.
TRICHINCPOLY,

Phe’ Second Anniversary of the Assoviation and
the school eonducted by it was held in Irebruary.

- About 350 poor people were fed. The Anuiversary

Meeting commenced at 8-30 pa. with Mra. Ormby

Mo 19

- 9 ) ~ . y
@air 2w plierar o L8l

in ihe chair. Over 300 ladies were preseut,  Promi-
nent among those prosent were Dady [Yesikachari,
Mrs Fnrness and the wives of some preminent gentle-
men. ‘ )

After the opening prayer, tiw -chonl girls staged
come seenes front “Nandanar.”  This was followed by
weveral items of musie, recitation and kolatiam. The'
President then gave away the prizes, which consisted
of silver cups, beilametal tumblers and toys. The
prizes were all’ contributed Ty the friends and mem-
bers of the Association. Mrs. Jesudoss, the Secre-
iary, vead the Annual Beport. There was also a sale
of Taney needle work done hy the girle of the Asso-
ciation. Special wenrion must be made of Mrs.
Rajuvi Biva Rao, the Treasurer, for her untiving
work on behall of the Association.

¢ AlApAVaraLLE,

The Anniversary was celebrated on Decownber 2nd
in a grand style in the Besaut Uall of the Toenl College
Dr. L. H. Tart, ion Hospifal
dded,  Mhaere was o

P

ausie,
et ilese-Th
vesglarly,  Oedi
st the s
HAES
cited pers
fipe ratlers b
i articies from

Were
Hatton
e uigue

anstated toto Telug

Toagne Timne.

worl wid care
teaturs of the A wis that during the veur
ander report 1he members orgunised emops lor hreath-
ing the fresk air of the mountains,  Three such
caraps were held. The jnteresting feature abont this
branch iz the ander fing and unity of the dii-
Forent entwmunities coining together, in the vlose rela-
tionship of sisterhood. )

The Assceigtion organised an Fdueational Confer-
enee to sapport the All-India Womewls Corderence on
Edueationsl Reform.
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