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Women's Indiap Association
’:\»\:"‘ RN
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ORJECTS: o

To present to women their responsibilities as daughters of Indiz,

To sectre for every girl and hoy the right of Education through
schemes of Compulsory Primnary Education, including the teaching of
religion.
' To secure the abolition of child marriage and to raise the Age
of Consenst for married girls to sixteen.

To secure for Women the vote for Municipal and Legislative
Councils as it is or may be granted fo men, ,

To secure for Women the right to be elected as members on all
Municipal and Legislative Councils.

To help them to realise that the future of India lies largely n
their hands : for as wives and mothers they have the task of training,
guiding and forming the character of the future rulers of India.

To hand women inte groups for the purpose of self-development
and education, and for the definite service of others.

-

MEMBERSHIP
Women who agree and will co-operate with the Objects and
(rganization of the Association may become members.  Groups of women
Laving the same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian Association.
Members are asked, but not obliged, to pay a subscription of twelve annas

a vear to the Headquarters of the Asscciation.

Local Branches are self~governing and make their own arrangements.

CREANIZATION

The Association, which has a central organization at Adyar,
Madras, was started on May'8, 1917, and has grown and increased steadily
ever since. It now has 72 Branches, 23 Centres and over 3,300 members.

Branches arc formed in every place where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit lecal conditions and report to
Headquarters.

The political policy of the Association is to work for Reforms
through the Legislative Councils. _

" The aims and ideals and work of the Association are on a religious
but non-sectarian basis.

STRI DHARMA,
Official Organ of the Women’s Indian Astociation

Editor : MALATI PATWARDHAN,
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Harbilas Sarada’s Child Marriage Bill

L L. é The Select Commiltee to which this Bill was referred has proposed

o several important amendments. The committee is of opiuion that if
is objcetinnable, both on religions and legal grounds, to interfere with
the validity of a marriage which has been performed under conditious
10 regarded valid so long. It recommnends that the Bill snould effeet its

e
v
et

7 e " " purpose of restraining child marriages, not by declaving stich marriages
Joseruane Burtinr CENTENARY 7. .. SR 11. invalid, but by imposing punishments upon those who participate in
RALSING OF THE MARKIAGE AGE ’ them. It als.o' aal\s thz}t. the axpended Bill should f}pply ‘to ftll clafsses
¢ Phasivath Apmat . . N 12 ) and comm111;1t1e§‘111 B.l:ltl_sh India and‘ not only to Hindus, Jains, Sikhsg,
grre! ‘ . Bramhos, Arya Samajists and Buddhists, as originally proposed.
CaiLp Lasour .. . _ As to the ages of boys and girls, below which participation in their
CMary 7. Cumpbeli N .. .. 14 " marriage should be punished, the commitiee decided, after much discus-
Ary Ivpia Cuino MarrIAGE AporLrrionN LEAGUL.. .. 16 sion, that this age for boys should be 18 and for girls 14. The committee
L ’ goes iuto further details as to the parties that are eriminally liable in a
Womex T Wornp OvER .. . . 18 child marriage, the nature of the punishment that the law is to exact and
N uwé rro3 [HEADOUARTERS ) N o 21 - the stan'd‘ir_xg of the magigtmt.e who §hall ha‘ve ju_rigdiction to ‘grj' sgcfn
Q cases. The Bill, though it still carries out its original purpose of im-
Brancy REPORTS . . .. 22 posing a restraint on child marriages, has been so materially altered
inD1 by the Select Committee that it urges its circulation in the amended
A . form so that it may be widely known in all classes and communities
iy fpare ST ot N N L. 24 : and public opinion be fully elicited on its details. ’
freet W Pt A e ww . T
_ : : pr. Muthulakshmi’s Child Marriage Resoluiion passed in the
Tamin - Madras Council.
B e mr e 4 Bebrss. (Bove TipdeosuS ST gFT % . D : ;
: : T::‘g;é ' ﬂ:i:{:;i* Qe ”»*‘fe.”"“’m %7 7% .‘ _' , . - 34 ¢ This Couneil 1'eg0mmends to the G oveijnm(mf .t_}mt they may
: he pleased lo commuulcate 1o the Government of India that in tha
TELUGU _ opinion of this Council Jﬁg:&slation raising the marriageable age of
. . K% PR at ot 4 ang L TTAR TS e L 3vral 3 - »
e s @?p_-ﬁ':ﬁ B - , 37 bovs and gi le to at least 21 and 16 years vespectively, is neecassary .
@ ) - . .. 40 o It was i_men?sting to waich f@m the gollery the debafe on this
: . Resolution in all its a.f::}'_)ec'ts. D'r. i\L}u,},m]f:j{e;hmi, aour Depuly President,
vosz nobiy to the oecasion b §pite of her ill-health, Fer hoart is sorrow-
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Ceyion Weomen Demand the Vote,

Recently in Colombo ile Women's Franchise Union was Inaugn-
rated which marks the first ovganised effort made by the women of
feylon to obtain the franchise. At_ this meeting they presented
a memorandu'n to the Special Commission of Reforms reguesting it to
consider the extension of a limited franchise to women to the Legis-
]ative Council, the Municipal Cowncils and Local Government bodies.
Qualification of women o be as follows :—(1) age: 25 years and over,
m&rned or mgle‘ (2) Property: simple literacy and five thousand
rupees property in her own right. (8) Wage earner’s quahf&c‘utmu
gimple literacy and {ifty rupees per mensem carned wages, (44
Literacy qualification: any one who has pussed the elementary school
leaving certificate examination or their quvxlcnt 4 the minimum.
We congratulate our sisters in Ceylon on dem: anding the vote and we
foel cortain that they will win their cause speedily and with as Tew
difficulties as we huad to face in India, ;

A Mew Muvicipal Councillor, : ’

We are glad to learn thnt Mrs. Ammukutty Amosanl, head Migtresy
of the Cen},ee» aram Girks” School, had heen n«\num sed 1o the Conjoe-

«
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

varam Municipal Council. The work of a munieipality is concerned
with the every dav 1‘;1’0’;:19;*1@ of its citizens. Many municipalitics under-
take ambitious schemes of buileivg new bridges and jntroducing cleetri-
city for their arcas and count ihuse ;(‘.h!ﬁ‘n*ﬂfﬂ‘q *‘"‘h pride, while
u,wn gatters and primitive methods of conserveney continue o exist,
while children are denied open air and sunshine for I ck of free play-
gz‘oum;]s, 'm 5111:} ieachers are paid sla *vmﬂ wages in overcrowded
dlding bridges and mireducing clectriel{y is good bat those

lrings o '}u\,l are of immediate nezessity should he the fivst enneern of 2
lity, The weman being the {rue prirh:fc"w and ruler of the

the hest economiat and server of the kirger community and will
never savrifice its vitnl Interests for the glamonr of false progress.

J
Henee the more women we have i the councils the better for the happi-
ness of the commuunifv.

L
Purmese Weoman given Legal Post,

The first woman to reeeive the Bachelor of Laws Degree at Ban-
geon University has been appoinled Assistant Registrar on the
Original Side of the Rangoon High Court. Her name is Daw Me Me
Khm! B.A., B.L. It is the first time a woman has been given such an
appointment in India.

Marriage Legislation.

The Jamnagar Darbar has issued a circular, expressing the de-
sire of His Highness that no marriage shall take place in the State in
which the bridegroom may not have completed 16 years and the bride
14 years. In the case of the Kadva Kunbi Community alone marriage

may take place according to the present custom, but consummation
shall not be ef:fected until the couple reach the above ages. Breach
of this order is punishable with a maximum fine of Rs. 500 or im-
prisonment for six months. The law will come into force, however
after His Highness has considered any objections which mav be
brought against it. : ‘ Y

A Deputation.

’ ‘A. depu‘iat'mn of 29 ladics, hended by Mrs. Bamid Alt, who 1s
chairwoman of the Standing Coemumittee of the All-Tndia Rdaeationnl
Yonference, waited on the Local Seli- (—?ovornment. Minister of Poniab 1o
wrge apon him adequate represcutation for women on Education
5 S I 3 o iyt 13 i .

Bon q:,, T_,M-Bcoh‘(,.omrmtta,e.\, Mu cipalities, Public Health and
other imporiant bedies.



3.:11‘3. Nehru sends us the foliowing Resolntion which Was pass o
]

by the Delhi Women's Loague af a Publie Mecti

1‘_!,.”“‘ ‘

¢ Phat ihe non-official wembers of the Indian Legislature be re-
qu@"fef} to tuke steps to have a resolution moved in both the Legislative
Aszembly and the Couvueil of State urging upon the Governor-Gene-
val in Counecil the necessity and desirability of appoinling witheut
delay a compslent comamittee to examine the laws relating {o marriage
apd inheritance aud moke a report recommending wavs and mesns
to meke sueh laws more equitable in thelr application to women, parti
enlarly with & viow {o—

» the marriage of more than one wite:

.mequnie H’ii‘ﬂ’;t‘%;‘l"'\' refiel or muintenanee to o wife
ted by her hushand:

(¢} giving to a wife fhe vight of ohiniving judicial separation;

(d) giving to a daughter the right of inherifing a share of her
father’s property. '

An Inberitance Riglis Bill is also to be shorily iutroduced in the
Assembly in Mysore. It inelades clauses whi('h will give the women
an equal right of inheritance with men. The objects and reasons for
thiz Bl arve introdoced claowhore in ihis ma;xnzmc. We are very
gratefn] to Mr. K. T. Bhashyam Tvengar for bringing up this matter
for legislation in Mysore,

Brifish Weomen pass Tesolution on India.

The Commonwealth of India Teague hag been sendiug speakers
to women's organizalions in London and distriet with a view to inta-
rnst $hem in verious reform movemnents that are being earried on in
Tndin., As a resui ‘he following resolution has been passed by Cla.
pham and branch of the wemen’s seelion of the Labour Paviv and by the
Women’s Co-operative Guildz of Sydevham, Walihaw, Stow, Catlord,
Enfleld, Mighway, Rushey Oreen, West Ham nnd Plomstead s

_ ¢ That this meeting of the Wemen’s Co-operative Guilil weleomes
the political PTOZTCSy made by the women of India and exiends its
sympathy to them in their efforts for Social Heform, avd trmsts that
Tadian aspirations for sel-goverrmenti within British Conproonwealth
of Nations will be speedily realised.””

4

fiie Government snould nol interfere Wlth

.purely domestic. We pointed out in it that ’rhe precedun‘r for this conrse

was taken in case of Women Suffrage Legislation and ha: worked out
very satisfactorily.. , .

4,
S

The Pan-Pacific Women's Cenferenﬂe.

We have received a letter from the Director of the B‘m Pacific
TUnion asking us to send some Indian Women representatives to the
Pan-Pacific Women'’s Conference. ¢ We do earnestly hopé that India
will he represented by one or more of its distingnished women. We
will be glad to have the actual delegation as guests in the main build-
ing of the Pan-Pacific Researvch Institute during the Conference’. The
tatters of invitations have been sent to the various Pacific Governments
as follows :— :

“ The Governor of the Territory of H awail states that a Pan-
Pacifie Women’s Conference under the nuspices of the Pan- Pnt'ﬂc
Union has been éalled to convene in the cily of Honoluln, Territory
of Hawaii, Angust 2, 1928, | o

The programme includes section on Health, Bducation, Women in
Industry, Women in Government, and Social Service. Tt is request-
ed that invitations be seut fo the various peoples hordering the Pacific
Ocean to send delegates to the conference, following, the precedent of
previous conferences held nnder the auspices of the Pan-Pacific Union
in Honolulu. T, therefore, have the honour to reqnest that vou invite
the Governments of each of the States bordering on the Pacific to
appoint not exceeding 25 delegates to this (:onherwee. Tt is also de-
gired that the Government of Tndia be included, as the womon of that
country have practicallv the same intercsts and problems as the States
hordering on the Puacific. Tt is understood, of course, that no responsi-
bility for the expenses of the delegntes is assnmed’”.

This is a valuable opportanity of showing the rest of the world
what Indian womanhood stands for.” We understand the trip Wmﬂ;}_
cost about Re. 3000 and wonld take a manth each way., Whe will
volunteer to go as Representatives of the WIA? We also h"’]f{g:
readers to send Donations towards a traveliing fund for spnd’inwv'; re-
presentative to Honolulu. ‘ TR e

)



Ay ‘Au Revoir! to Mrs., Cousips.
Kasavavnyt CHEATTOPADITYAYA. :

Among the many valuable and esteemed workers that the% West
has given to India few can vauk se high as does Mrs. Margaret
Clousing. Her services in the recoustruction of a New India have
been powerful, generous and all round. But the one great edifice which
siands a3 a magnificent monument to her deathless devotion and love
of humanity, is the Indian Women’s Movement. At least go far as
the Madras Presidency is concerned, it has been nurtured and fed by
her busy bands, for over seven years, nol that we can afford tfo
ignore the fact that her influence aud her spirit has affected the women
all over the country and in almost every province,

Mra. Cousins was born in the West of Ireland. She graduated
as a Bachelor of Music in 1902, The following year she married
Tir. James H. Cousins, the well known Trish Poet who hns now endear-
ed himself as much as his wife to every Jodian heart. Her career as
a public worker started immediately after that, She took an active
intercst in all humanitarian work and porticnlarly vegetarianism. She
was one of the great pioneers of the Wemen’s Suffrage moversent both
in Treland sud in Wneland and snfferved imprisonment twice for this
wause in both the eonntries. She was one of the founders of the
Trish Women’s Franchise Leagne {hst won the vote for the Irish
women, and was for some time its Seerotary. '

Tn 1915 she eame cat to India with her husband and settled here.
Tut the greatl pioneer in her found a fresh and most fertile field for
netive work and this resiless soul hunngering for service conld not
rest quietly, She initinted and ovganised that momorable All-"lndin,
Women’s Deputation to the Secretary of State, Mr. Mountague, in
1917, headed bv Mre. Naidn. This Deputation ascked for women’s
franchise for the first time in Todia. That really marks the begin-

ning of a conzeious women’s movement in India. The women began -

to feel the first breath of a national conscionsness waking up in them.
This focline was fed by the indomitahle spivit of Mrs. Cousins Wh.[)
now threw harsolf heart and soml into {he women’s eaunse in this
country.

6

0
AN ‘AU REVOIR’ TO MRS. COUSINS

She identified herself with the Women's Indian Association
which had been inaugurated and organised by Mrs. Dorothy Jinaraja-
dawa in 117, She helped to open up nuwmerous branches everywhere
and thus the whole work wag pnit on a large and comprehensive seale.

-Thus the newly wakened-up fire and enthusiasm in the women was

guided into useful construective work. She opened out new ideas and
channels of work for the women. As a result of Ler untiring zeal
we find to-day in India a powerful and deliberate women’s movement
which has taken a firm and lasting hold on this =oil.

" In 1923 she was invited to become an Honorary Magistrate and
thus the proud privilege of being the first Woman-Magistrate in India
rightly fell to her lot. ‘ :

She has travelled widely in India and acquainted herself with its
innumerable problems. She has organised & good many Inlant-
Welfare centres and that nucleus of what is one day going to be a large
and dominating institution, the Women’s Home of Service, which is
doing invaluable work for adult education.

- A new fleld of interesting activity was opened up for the women
last year at Poona, as a result of her efforts. Kver waketul and
watchful for any little opportunity that might present itself and which
might be utilised to- further the cause so dear to her heart, she con-
ceived of this huge und glorious idea of an All-Tndia Women’s Con-
ference on Kducational Reform which has within the course of a vear
established an undying reputation for itself as one of the most rc:p're-
sentative organisations in India that voices the feelings and sentiments
of the Indian women. Those of us who had the privilege of watching
her work both at the Poouna conference as well as at Delhi, were struck
by the energy, keen foresight and praclical sense of this master-
organiser.. Among the many items of her work comes her tireless
effort to get the age of marriage and consent raised by legislaion.
The throwing open of the Central and the Provincial Legislatures
is due considerably to her steady work. She personally participated -
and took a large share of the work in the election of the first woman-
candidate to the provincial council. - :

She is a deep and sympathetic student of Oriental philosophy
and Oriental music. She has doune considerable work in iﬁterpretin;fg
Indian music to the West, for-she is conversant both with the art
as well as the science of Indian music. A good deal of the credit for
the inclusion of musie in the curriculum of some of the Indién

ry

4



STRE-DHARMA

Universities, gues to her persisteul demands and her constant propa-
ganda in ever lnving emphasis on its importance and its siguiticanes.

Mrs. Ceusins who has for so many years been a souree of in-
spiration and guidance to the women of India is going on a roucki-

needed lioliday to Furope and Smerica, a holiday which to her_no -

doubt will take the shape of other forms of activity for hwmuanity 1w
general and the women in partieular. She sails from Madras on the
20th of April. We, who are now taking up some of the work she has
built up with stresnious labour, have w great respousibilicy placed upon
oar shoulders. The respousibility comes in the form of a splendid
opportunity to prove to ourselves and to her how much we bave bene-
fited by the vears of service she has given to this country, and thus
give her the satistaction and the just pride to feel that she has
trained up au efficient band of workers to carry on the Movement fthat
che has launched. We cannot {ulfil this better than by seeuring at least
the immediate objects we have in view, What greater gift can we offer
fier whose sole delight lies in service? Let us strive in the coming year
to end this long struggle of the problem of child-marriage, so that
when Mrs. Uousins steps on to the Indian shore again, we shall be
able fo place in her hands the weleome gift of a satisfactory legislation
for the abolition of this dark custom which has been an ugly blot not
only on India, but the world at large. Let us with this desire and

kope in our hearls say an affectionate au revoir and bon voyage to
" 1drs. Cousins and her worthy husband. '

Kamaladeve Chattopadlyaya.

~t<<
A

Proposed Myseore Inheritance Bill.
STATEMENT oF OBIJECTS AND REASONS.

1t is a maiter of common knowledge that many of the principles
of Hindu Law, particularly in the field of inheritance, are unsatfisfac-
tory and opposed to the sense of justice and equity of modern Hindu
Society. The exclusion of women as a class and of such unforfunate
persons as are affected by blindness, idioey, incurable leprosy and the
like from all rights of inheritance, the restrictions imposed on women
in the matter of enjoyment of property inherited by them, the post-
ponement of the claim of such pear relations as the sister, son’s
daughter and the like, the disadvantageous position of the widow and
the danghters of a coparcener who dies undivided, and the rights of an
out-caste are matters over which Hindu sociely has been agitating for
reformation. With a view to modify the law and bring it 1nto harmony
with modern ideas and ideals, this Bill has been cnacted.

It is proposed to remove sex disqualification. This Will bring in
many of the nearer relations now excluded in the fold, such as, ihe
daughter-in-law, brother’s widew, step-mother and so on. If is next
proposcd to alter the order of suceession so as fo give the nearexr reia-
tions a better chance of succession. The sisler aud the sisier’s son,
gon's daughter and so on shall be entitled {fo inherit in preference to
all agnates beyond the father’s father. Il is proposed to consicer all
estates nequired by a woman by inheritunce or otherwise as her ab-
solute estate in accordance with the dictum of Vignaneswara. The dis-
advaniazes of a widow and daunghters of an undivided copurecnsy tend-
ing to disrapt the family are sought to be removed by deslaring them
entitled to all such rights as if the coparcener had died divided. The
exclusion of the blind, the deal and the duvmb, lepers and the like is
removed and every Hindn male or femule is declared entitled to inherit,
The anomaly of a person ceasing to be a Hindw and still ¢laiming to
inherit in a Hindu family is sought to be removed by declaring that he
glinll forfeit his rights of inheritance under the Hindu Law. It is
however, made elear tiat he shall not be deprived of such properties
as he may already be possessed of. Ilegitimate children of all classes

are held equally enlitled to inherit in {he manner and subject to the

conditions now ohlaining in respeel omy of a few.,
These are considerad the least and most nrgent reforms that conkd
Lo neceplad ; and i i hoped thatf the T will be, helping the b

of sacicty on sound and ratioval Iines of advanvce.

2
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Women and Politics.
Dororay JiNARATADASA,

“ Polities 7 is a word that at the moment scares a large numbrer
of women. To attend a political meeting, to enter into political w?&
seems to them to be an adventure only to be undertaken by men, Tor
a woman to be interested in such matters is to be unwomauly. One

i D

definition of ‘¢ polities " is that the word means—*‘ Patviotism ap-

interest in the vital matiers that are at the reot of National Yo, What
atfects the welfare of the country is the polities of the conntry, and
the Indian womnan must grow {o apply her parriotism to life by realis-
ing her responsibility in the political life of the Nation.

A pew effort has Iately been made {o awaken the nterest of women
along this line by starting a Wowan's Section of the Recoustruetion
League; the ohjests of this League are lirsily to attain Swaraj by the
organization and consolidation of National effort, especially by the
forming of Panchayats, ete.... DBut on each Panchayat formed, there
must be women members; no Local Government can be representative

“or wholly understand the needs of the people for whom it has to legis-
late unless men and women are together working on all bodies. The
second object is as follows:

The education of the people in the necessity of making
India self-sufficient in the local and economic spheres, with special
advertence to the establishment of cottage industries and co-operative
centres by concerted and vigorous propaganda in the matter of the
rigorous eschewal, wherever practicable, of articles of foreign manu-
facture and especially of foreign cloth. . _

This is very specially a patriotic duty to be undertaken by women.
In most Homes, cloth for the household is provided and obtained by
the women, and in these days of the restarting of great industries in
India, it is a sacred obligation on all Indian women to see that in their
households every article, wherever possible, is of Indian production
and manufacture. All forcign goods, cloth, cte., shonld be avoided.
If the women demand this, the men will follow their lead.

Dorothy Jinarajadasa.
10

i Josephine Baller Ceptenary,
, ApriL 1828-1428,

Josephine Butler, to whom we all bow in admiration for her
pionecr work among women, was the gifted and inspired lead}r of
the movement, against Stale Regulation of Prostitution. Boern in
April, 1828, the centenary will be celebrated this vear of ¢ the most
heroic and the most sympathetic ficure of the nineteenth century.”

More than fifty years age, when the problem of prostitution was
nol even spoken of in publie, this woman, armed only with a pasgionate
Lelief that no healthy social conditions counld be founded on imequality
and injnstice, ‘challenged aud finally destroyed a system which in
matters of morality made one law for men and another for women.

The Contagious Diseases Act, with its periodical medical examina-
tion of women, aroused the profound and righteous indignation of
Josephine Butler. No longer could she keep silence, and after much
mental struggle she answered the eall ¢¢ though it led her atraight {rom
the shelter of a happy privacy {o become the champion of the ¢ public
woman,’” >’ and oft-times to be condemned by the public as no better
than a common prostitute herself. '

Writing in 1875, she says: *¢ This system necessitates the greatest
erime of which earth can be witness, the erime of blotting out the soul
Ly depriving God’s creatures of free will, of choice, and of responsi-
bility, and by reduecing the human being to the conditions of a passive,
suffering minister to the basest passions; yet no power can make her
a mere ‘thing,’” for the soul awaits the day when it will face its destroy-
or and the human nature will vet be avenged of its adversary.”’

And so this wonderful English woman, amidst an outburst of
abuse and misrepresentation from Press, publie, and Parliament, lift-
ed a banner which has never since been furled. ‘‘ Nothing endures
that is founded on injustice,”” she said. Her vigorouns protests against
the traffic in women and children led to the formation of a powerful
rnternational Societv.  The work is now being carried on by the
League of Nations. .

What a stigma on our so-called civilisation that this special work
grows so slowly and has not yet aroused the sympathy of publie

" 11
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opinion; if it had, there would be no more traffic in women or children,
no more brothels, ne more prostitutes. It is the few, the very few, who
do not condone this evil. Government shields it in this year 1928.
Blessed be Josephine Butler for her courage.

The National Council of Women in Bombay asked the Corpora-
tion at their Annual General Meeting to make illegal the present
system of licenced houses for prostitution. The \mﬂanec Societies
in Bombay, Madras, and Calentta are engaged in carrying on in India
the work started by Josephine Butler.

Raising of the Marriage Agde.

‘ S. BHAGIRATHT AMMAL,

It is interesting to read the controversy over the child marriage
Bill and the protests against it from a few of the ultra-orthodox sec-
tion and to see how one-sided they are in looking at the whole ques-
tion. Has it ever struck them that the women and the voung girls
of India might hold an absolutely different opinion on the matter,
and have they asked their wives and mothers and the other women-
folkk of their homes as to what thev think aboul i, before expressing
their own views? Tlave they asked their young daughters and sisters
whether they wish to be married at the age of 10 and 12 and hear
children at a tender age, undergoing all the diffienlties and sufferings
involved therein? Tt is a most important question vitally concern-
ing the women and children of this country who should have self-
determination in this matter and‘they alone have the moral right to
say whether they want the Bill or not and the men should have no
voice in passing it, however much they may protest. Not a single
‘woman or women’s association has prot(miod against the Bill so far,
and every thinking _persen in the country must have taken note of
that. . -

_The argument has becn bronghl forward that the women of

~¥ndia are not edueated axd thereforn they are not in a it position to
express their own views and the men must come fo voseue them and
he their protecting angels.  Fdueation is not peeded to_form an
opinion in this matter, for which the women’s experience is sufficient.
If only the opinion of the women is {aken on this matter, specially
that of the young girls, the people concerned with this Bill, the
Government will find how important it is to pass it immediately with-
out any more wrangling, for they know the miseries of child marriage
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23 1o man can know. No amonnt of quoting Shastrag ean help the
sitnation now, and it will not lessen {he appalling maternity and child
mortality in the couatry. VWhal might have been good in a religion
at a particular time, cannot continue £0 he so for eundless ages, and

4lings must change according to time.

Man is afraid that he might lose his power over woman and that
if these reforms nre made she will no longer be his slave. Tt is very
comfortable for him to have a young wife to minister to his happiness
and lock after his bouse, cook his food, ete, no matier how he treats
her, and he is afraid of having her as his equal, master of her mind
and body. Men of 40 and 50 can marry a child of 10 or 12, and no
Shastras object to that nor does public opinion disallow it. Only ‘“the
giving away of girls in marriage after attaining \pubertv leads the
parents into rigorous Hell”” according to a correspondent in the Hindu.
While the hell to which the parents g6 is a prospective or imaginary
one, what about the Karma or the sending of their girls now toa living
Hell by selling them to old widowers who cannot-get women of their -
own age, because of this pernicious custom of child marriage.

It is time that women should come forward to assert their will
and rights.

S. Bhagirathi Ammal.



Child Labour.

Manv J. Caxtrovpra.

- -

I had gcoeasion to visit one of Tadia’s-most famons Bug Faelo-
ries in Amritsar a short {ime ago. Friends in the howmnel m? wanted
50me rugs chosen for them-and I went over for the osteusible purpose

of choosing patterns, and Jearning about prices. Af ter walking down

one of-the long work rooms of the Factory, I came away with a sad:

heart. The rugs were all that could be desired in paﬂ‘orn in texture

" and in design. Hundreds of them were being woven in the looms,
but it was the workers that brought sorrow to my heart. In almost
- avery case I found one man and five or six boys working st a loom.
Boys of 10 and 12 years of age were worlxmg away most industriously.
I enquired about their lives. .Tt seemed inexpressibly sad that boys
so young as these who already show traces of the hard lives ’rhe}
have to lead should have to work from dawn till dusk, day in and
day out. They were all exceedingly thin and pale.. The Guide notic-
ing that T was greatly perturbed over their sad condition said: ‘It is
much worse down the line.”’

I passed on admiring the beauty of the aritisic rugs but thinking
more of humanity who were weaving, weaving with vestless fingers
the beautiful patterns that would eventually adorn palaces in India
and other lands. The ages of the bovs scem to decrease farther down
the factory.

Coming to a splendid rug 20 ft. x 14 ft. and of a beantiful design T
stopped before it. A young man saifin the cenire of the loom weav-
ing. At the outer edge a tiny boy with claw-like fingers was wearied-
ly weaving in the coloured threads. ¢‘He is not more than five,”” said
the Guide. His appcarance showed {his to be probably true.

At 7 o’clock every morning the little child must he dragged from
his bed and taken away to work. He is not given permission to leave
the loom until 12 o’clock when all the workmen fake a reeess for
food and a litile rest. At 2 p. m. he again resumes his task and plies

away till sundown. Tt was 6-30 p. m. as T stood there talking.
Turning to one of the overscers, I said ¢‘ These children are all
so small. Iow are you able to keep them steadily at work for so
AN

i4

- '

P T e

o S e ,_,._.-m.t'-- —— CHILD LABOUR

—

maay howrs? Do you have to punish them?" *“ No,”” he said, ¢ We
do not L p. any physieal punishment. We just frighten them with
words.”  Who could not read between the huma just what this may
menu to .Jhe littte boy~ who are in the hands of these task masters.
This little five-yvear-old earns two annas daily.

Not ene, but many children from five to twelve years of age work
w tiat greal ruy factory. '

The Hght was not very good. The air was {ull of dust. I saw
ro play grounds, nothing but an alley where the little boys ave sup-
posed to play ball an hour between twelve and two. The boys from
ten to fourteen years ol age, I was told, receive {rom anmas four to
annas twelve daily for their work.

Before leaving the place 1 asked the man i the oflice, if there wus
any Labour Act which forbade employers eng,a;.nw children of such
tender years to work for them. He said there was an Act which for-
bade little children working in factories where the work is being done
by machinery but nothing to cover hand-made work.

If this is the trae interpretation of the Act of 1922 which says:—

¢ No child shall be employed in any factory unless he is in pos-
session of a Certificate granted under Section 7 or Section 8 showing
that he is not less than 12 years of age and is fit for employment in a
Factory aud while at work carries either the Certificate itself or w
token giving reterence to such Certificate,”” also ** No child shall be
employed in any factory for more than six hours in any one day.”
then should not the citizens of Amritsar who have the welfare
of their little children ai heart look into the matter and do some-
thing to rescue these little ones from thisg onprequou

We are living in an age when the welfare of the child is reeeiv-
ing great attention. Auch has been dons to alleviate suffering and
to make life brighter for the little children of the land, but much
yet remains 1o be done to :,weoten the lives of many of India’s
children. -

' /
, Mary J. Campbell,
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~. ©  Al-India Child Marriage Abolition League.

A New OngaANISATION.
New Delhi, March 27, 1928,

In pursuance of a resolution passed at the last session of the All-
India Women’s Conference, Her Highness the Bani of Mandi has
started an All-India Child Marriage Abolition League. The objects
of the League are to arouse and educate public opinion throughout
India against the institution of child marriage, and to attain the goal
of sixteen years as the minimum age of marriage for girls, and eigh-
teen years as the minimum age of marriage for boys.

In order to make the organisation countrywide, the All-India
Committee shall appoint a man and a woman from each province and
wherever possible from cach State or States agency to form a provin-
cial committee; Similarly the provincial committees shall appoint men
and women to form distriet committees and urge the necessity of hold-
ing public meetings, arranging lectures at schools and colleges, dis-
111:@;::13 literature and get boy scouts and similay ozg,amsauuns to go
round singing propagauda songs,

The League shall be tinanced by means of dountions, eudowments
atd membership subseriptions, ,ﬂh 3 per vesy, life membership being
fs. 100, Seventy por ceut. of any donation veewived-hy the All- Endia
Clommittes shall, if the doner so desives, be ear-marked for work in
she denor’s State oy wroviaen,  Pow ards the boeginaing of 1929 ane
snunal mesting of the All-dedia Commitiee and reprosentalives of the
provineial comnmitiecs will be held for fae purpose of dirceting policy,
and discussivg repovts, ete. The ‘rma:}qu;wterq of the Af-India C.g!‘!ﬂ
or in Mimly, secording te the season.

1k

mittes will be situsifed in DL

As to why the child marriage evil sllmﬂd be stopped, the League
explains: s

., Child marriage devitalises the race. Dy obliging girls and boys

to marry at an early age you rob them of the perviod in which nature

Note.—~The Secretary of the All-Indin Women's Eduneational Conference has sent to the
press, a correction thut the ages fixed for marrigge for girla and bhoys were 16 and 21
respeetively.
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intends i‘h&' pluy and study shall fit them to umlﬁr'“}\:- the respons-
bilities of ihe adull life. As a resull their growth is stunted, they
3 md“r befove ﬂ](’ﬁ' time, and loge their powers of registance to
- The physical cons nqu:..csk of child 1.11&_1.'1'.‘1”{: is a progres-
sive physical degensration of the race. The cvi or s an ins uparabla
harrier to the proper education of wornen and lastiy it is an t.co?.cm%..,
waste becanse ultimate wealth of & nation lies in ils 5 THAN PUWLT, tha.t 18
{o say, in the amount of work its people can do with the least possible
expenditure of time and energy.

( The All-India Committee of Child Marriage Abolition League is
prz:ﬂded over by the Rani of Mandi, and among its members mway be
mentioned Kumar atteh Singhji of Limbdi, Mx. T. Rangachariar,
Maharanee Sahsba oi: Porbunder and Pandit Hridayn ath Kunzru. »

. Tlor Highness the Rani of Mandi has started the manurm fand by
mn“ﬂ.b wing Rs. 1,000 while Kumar Fatteh Singh of Lm;.uth has paid

SN RN




Womcn the World Over.

ENGLanD,
Womer IFravcuisk Bin iy xeraxo.
The second reading of the Kgual Franchise Bill, giving women
vote on the same terms as men, was carried in the House of Commons
last night by 387 votes to 10. .

Our Buw ar Last! o )

Viw
introduced the Representation of the People (Mgual Franchise) Bill,
whieh proposes to assimilate the franchises for men and women iu
respect of Parliamentary and liocal Government elections. This is
a genuinely Iiqual Franchise Bill, and is expected to add about five
and a quarter million names to the Registers of Klectors, so that, at the
next General Klection there will be approximately 12,250,000 men anc
14,500,000 womew all voling on the same lerme from the age of 21
The JPrime Minister has promised that the Second Heading will b
taken before aster, and we urge vur readers to write to their loca
Member pointing out the necessity of his or Ler vote on this Seconc
Reading, so that there will be a record majorily for this Kgual Fran
chise Bill.  We note that, under {he provisions of this Bill, the Govern
ment has power {o alter the date of the Register, and proposes to mak
it possible for the new voters Lo be on the qualifving Register by Kay
next year which means, of conrse, that it the “uuexpected catastro phe’
or ““catuclysm’ came into foree which necessitated a General Ileclioi
before that date, the new voters would not be able to vete af the nex
General Hlcetion. However, tf is the Government’s responsibility t
carry out its own promisc that they shall vote at the nexy Geuners
Eleetion and with the backing of the Government, the Biil should hav
a speedy passage info law. We learn that the Die-hards are to mov
an Amendment to this Bill oi the ground that the matter should onl
be deall with after it has been before the clectorate! But, as 7'
Times points out, this opposition can only emphasise the extent of th
women’s victory., We arve grateful to the Government for excludin
all extranecus matter from the Hqual Franchise Bill and look forwar
to the trivmph of equal suffrage for women and men at an early dat

Last Monday, Sir William Joynson-Hicks, the Home Heeretory

“The Vote”’
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for (lassies has beon won

ihe firat occasion on which the mecal

. o o
Afiss Nairn ie only 21,

Norway.
Wonry 17 Torway Dnarawp 4 SixoLe Srawpann oF Moranire.
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The donhle standard of sex morality has agzain 1"()‘1::%,{{ the ih(}m:-—
nation of women, this time in Oslo, Norway. A poliee raid on a nfwto‘m-
one hofel in that eity resnlted in ‘the arrest of evervy woman i'm}nd
there while every man was allowed te ¢o free, A fl'!‘(".‘«]t mass-meeting
of mon and women was called, at which strong resolutions were adopt-
o demandine that the ffovernment do revise the Jaws concerning pros-
#itution, go that both the woman and tlie man who t:_ﬂ.:.(- part in an act
of prostitution shall be equally punished, and both alike be subjected
to examination for venereal disease.

Brazm.

Tt is reported that Governor Lamartine, has just granted the :§uf-
frage to the women of the State of Rio Grande do N(»F%e,‘ t'his pemg
ihe firsl suffrage vietory in Brazil. All onr readers "Wlﬂ join with us
in conerafulating the women of Brazil and in expressing the hope that
Mhis example will soon be followed not only Lx the (overnor of other
Wiates Wt also by the Coneress of Brazil so that women may have

o

eall politieal rights throughout the comntry.
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STRI.DHARILA
reading was fixed for some days later. The Prime Minister, General
Hertrog, said that he was unable to give facilities 1o the Bill.

AMEnICA.

"Necro WoMEN 1IN LEGISLATURE.

Mrs. T Howard Harper is the first Negro woman to serve in any
State Legislature in the United States. She was recently appointed
to succeed her husband in the West Virginia Legislature. The Re-
publican Exceutive Committee recommended her appointment to the
Governor, who nnder the law had to follow the recommendation. We

congratulate her on overcoming two prejudices—one against her

race and one against her sex.

Turrry.

Womex v ProressioN Ix ’I‘Um}iw.

Turkey has for the first time admitted a woman to the bar. Wo-
men are also qualifying as doctors, and one woman recently was
appointed as army dentist, according to a dispateh to the New York
Times. Thev have not vet been granted the vote, althongh it is report-
ed that women and men have economice equality.

Brrorans,

-

Woman Proressor 1x Pairosoray. .
Mademoiselle Zenia Atanasueviteh has been elected Drofessor of

Philosophy of the University of Belgrade. She is the first woman to

hold a chair on the Yugo-slav University. »

-

Frnrawp. ,
Tt is reported that women may now enter the Diplomatic Service
without restriction,

Franoce.

Women are to be admitted to the Diplomatic Service, but not at
present as actual members. of the Diplomatic Corps.

Huneary.

‘The Giovernment is proposing to introduce a measure which will
permit women to vote in loeal government clections but not to sit on
the various bodies. This proposal has roused great protest among
the women of all parties, as women already possess Parliamentary
franchise and eligibility, though the latter is restricted in various
ways which do not apply to men.
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NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS

Aua Teveir.

Dean Reapurs,

According to our present plan Dr. Cousins and 1 are leaving
india on the 29th instant from Madras Harbour for an eighieen
months’ visit to the West. I have such love for the members of the
Women’s Indian Association, and such attachment to our useful
¢ Stri Dharma *’ that in resigning the offices of Secretary and Acting-
Tditor into the hands of Srimati Malati Patwardhan, I have the
feelings of a mother sending her daughter to her own house.
It is with happiness that I greet Stri Dharma in a new
presentation. It is starting a new life entirely gnided by Indian hands
and I feel certain that it will become a betier mirror of the aspira-
tions and achievements of my Indian sisters than I could ever make
it. It has all India to link into a conscious united sisterhood, and its
message will also be carried Lo many distant couniries. I shall read
it with eagerness every month, and I shall try and send an article
oceasionally. The magazine in its improved form has all my good
wishes for increased circulation and usefulness. May it bring light,

courage and blessing to thousands of women!

During my absence I shall still strive to secure the freedom of
India and to advance-the reforms which we have as the objects of the
Women’s Indian Association and I look forward to finding on my
return that great progress has been achieved. I shall spread the
message of Indian womanhood wherever I go, its wveneration for
motherhood, its self-sacrifice, its gentleness, its absence of restlessness,
its gpirituality.

Till T come again,

Your loving sister,

v

Margaret E. Cousins.
21



A Grecling. —-

I greet you all and sineerely thank the members who have elected
me their General Seerelaxat the Annnal General Mecting, We shall
a;!l feel Mry. Clousin's absonee, especially myself who lxszi.v;to earry on
the many ana vital activities of our Asseviation without her a;uid;z;r’lm
and help. We have eleeted her our Tuternational Reprosemn:f'iveg.

I seek the co-opoeration and enthusiastic support of each and every
member, without which T could do very lite, 1 hope 1 will pmvb
worthy of the responsible task you have placed in my hands. T will
try to gerve our Motherland aud {o prove myself er frue and devoted
doughter,

. e
Malati Patwardhan,

Tar Axwvsn Gexnerat Meprive,

This was held in Adyar, Madras on the 8th April 1928, There
were nbout 400 women and 600 men present. Mrs. Jinarajadasa was
i the chair. The changes in the Office-Bearers will be fennd on the
second cover page. Mrs, Cousins read the Reporf, extracts of which
will be published next month, Shrimati Kamala Chatonadhyava and
Dr, Amnie Desant addressed the meeting, Mest of the members and
visitors went to the * Ideal Home * and the ¢ Indian Hoemes of India
Fxhibition.”’

Srrr Dararaa.

Stri Dharina appears completely changed in onfer garbh hai, we
believe, in the spivit and inspiration unchanged. s it the apprecia-
tion and support of all our readers? 1f so, please show i b‘}.: gfet.t:iX‘zgz
more subseribers.  The addition of the Hindi Section should make this
wagazine of greater use to our Association, The subseription remains
the same as before.

Branch Reports,
{Jaricum.
rj‘}"i‘ laﬂ{t gy ]- o & vy e idrel] ) 1 . - ; R4 N
he Jagt year hias heen eventful in the scope and mature of the

b il & e vrepdiiiee tens . Sy i
activities. A big mecting was organised by as in Oclober lasl on the

R

S C : BRANCH REPORTS

occasion of Gandhiji’s “visit, when a purse of Rs. 403, was preseuted
to him for Khadi work on behalf of the ladies of Calicut. The W.LA.
Branch is conducting classes for women in English, needlework, spin-

ning and music. The Baby Welcome coniinues its useful work., Some

of our members have started a Branch of the W.LA. at Panniankara
and are running a Baby Welcome Centre and a Ladies’ Industrial Co-
operative Society. : :
Twelve meetings were held during the year; one of them was for
presenting an address to Dr. Besant. Our thanks are alse due to the
persous in charge of: different schools who have given us accommoda-
tion for our meetings. We are in need of a house of our own to carry
on the work in a better way. We express our thanks to Mrs. K. §.
Krishnaier whose absence is felt by all of us, and hope she will recover
from her illness and take up the work of the Association with renewed
vigour and strength. - { '

C - MaNGALORE.

This Branch is working satisfactorily. The number of its members
has increased. Some of our members are giving honourary service in
the girls’ school, —

VEBRARACAVAPURAM.

The Association was started on the Gth November, 1027, There
are at present 48 members on the roll. So far seven mectings have
been held. Several resolutions have been passed supporting the bills
for the ending of devadasi system and the abolition of child-marriage.
Dr. Besant and Mrs. Nesamony Paul were welcomed at two of our
meetings. One of our members was entertained on her nomination
to the Palamco‘tah \Municipal Couneil.

MzemsErs® AcTIvirTies.

Some of our members have beei travelling holding meetings ut
Kumbakounam, Tanjore and Mayavaram passing resolutions demand-
ing thatl the marriage age for girls shounld be 16 and 21 for boys.
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\P.ADHA'KRISHNA\

By Rahaman Chughtal.

. RAHAMAN CHUGHTAL

Flis secret lies i the charm his paintings exert on your acsthetic sonsi-

bilities. They are clegant, refined, pretty and attractive. They do not over-
power YoU, they do not iHpress you, they do nol make you think or speculate,

put they simply fascinate you. Persian by birth and traditicn, he brings to his

art the delicecy of lines and the exquisite finish of Persian Art. Chughitai
presses himself so clearly and spontaneously (hat aliost oll ids picturcs have
an air of radiant simplicity ebout them. You feel that the artist's vision cOmMES
clothed in line and colour, direct, spountanzous, without visible cffort on his part
at the pcrf_ection {¢ form or profortioi. 11is lines flow tenderly and gracefully
and there is al cternal charm in the draperies and the ornamenls he puts ot his
figure studics.

Chughtai finds his miotif everywhere, and all his pictures seem
1o whisper that there is always ain escape from this sordid world into a wider

and nore beautif‘ul sphere. That is one of the functions of oll true artists.

[ MobERN INDIAN ARTISTS. G. Venkatachalam.}



To secure for Women the right to he elected as members'on sl
Alunicipal and Legisiative Coune '
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Women who agree and will co-operate with the Objects and
Organization of the Association may become members. Groups of women
having the same aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian Association,
Mambers are asked, but not obliged, to pay a subscription of twelve annas
a vear to the Headquarters of the Association.

Local Branches are self-governing and make their own arrangements,

ORGANIZATION

The Association, which has a central organization at Adyar,
Madras, was started on May 8, 1917, and has grown and increased steadily
ever since. It now has 72 “Branches, 23 Centres and over 3,800 members.

Branches are formed in every place where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit local conditions aud report to

Heundyuarters, ' .
The political policy of the Association is to work for Reforms

through the Legistative Councils. ,
The aims and idcals and work of the Association are on a religious

bhut ann-sectarian basis.

STRI-DHARMA,
Official Organ of the Women's Indian Association.

Editor : Malati Patwardhan, Adyar, Madsas, S.
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cpild Marriage %?ena‘ii:sgé——ﬁamﬁ Firman

. . The Rajah Sahib of Mandi in penalising child marriage

gavs: ‘¢ The question of the preveniion of ehild murriages has been
engaging my aiteution ever ginee 1 assumed the guvernment of my

.

ctate three years ago. After giving the matter my anxious considera-.

tion, I eame to the. conclusion that the only way to put a stop to this
hanefnl and pernicious practice was by legislation. It was as & re-
ault of this decision that [ aunounced in the last Birth-day Durbar
{hat legislntion to prevent gnieh marriages was contemplated. An Aet

ealled the Vandi Child Marriages Provention Aet has heon frameid
orce in the first.

and has received my assent. 7This Act came into f
Chet 1985. Under this Act the minimnm marriageable age in cast

of boys i 18 years and in the case of girls 13. T am alive to the fact
that even 13 is 100 low an age-limit for girls, but I feel that in matters,

which have a certain amount of religious sanerion pehind them, a re-

former must proceed with eauntion and cirecumspection. This, how-
ever, does not mean that the age of 13 for girls is irrevoeably fixed
for all times. Only a beginning has been made and this Act will, in the
light of our experience of the working of it for some time, will be re-
vised and the age-limit for girls be raised. ¥
Not only is the party to a marriage, whiel is in contravention of
the provisions of this Act, made punishable but all those who arrange
stieh a marriage, give their consent to it, solemnize it or take active
part in it are also made criminally liable. In order that the people

muy not defeat the provisions of this Act by performing gueh o mMAar-
ringe outside the State territory, the Aect treais such people in the .

gnme manner as if they had performed the marriage within the state!

territory. The Act empowers competent authority to stop, by the
jssue of an injunction, & marriage, which appears on reliable informa-
tion to contravent the provisions of the Act. Every reasonable per-
son will agree that all those provisions are necessary o
make  the Act an offective  measure. it need Thardly be
pointed out that this Jegistation has been undertaken entirely in the
intevest of the people of the State. Nobody will deny that child
marriage is one of thie most important eanses of the physical deterio-
ration of a people, and its effects on the material and moral well-being

40
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of the people are highly deplorable: T therefove earnestly hope that
my people will es-operate with ay Government in the smooih and pro-

per wvorking of this Aef.”

Sex Disgualification

The Government of Myscre lntely nominated Mys, Theobald as
a member of the Cily Munteipalily. Her name appeared in the
‘ Gazette . But her seut in the Cowneil Chamber is kept vacant as
she is not allowed to take her seat beeause of the Municipal Regulatinn
which says that wornen arc disqualified from becoming wembers,  Wo
hem: that a Bill is to be breught up before the Assombly at its weod
session removing this absard disqualificsiion, )

Bwadeshi

~ ominee the appearance of the Simon Commission on our Liotizon
there has been much agitation towards the boveolt of foreign goods
In our laat month’s isene there was w short article in this eonuoction.

. Surely every Indian womun has at heart n eertaiu pride in all
articles made in India.  Unfortunately most Indians ave given to the
use of foreirn materidls and other household goods for all practical
twieg, hecanse they are cheap and fsshionable but gencrally the outer
glitter soun vanishes and we have to venew the artielé a;z‘ail{ and agnin.
What can mateh our heautiful strong colrons and silks, onx (;‘]C‘Q‘:ivll‘!ﬂ‘.’
shapied vessels in clay and brass, our exquisite handicrafts in carving
awd jewellery?  But the India of to-day is blind to its own s;wadn.:eshmi
goods. The glamour of the west due to western domination and
education bas blinded us. Where westernised education has touch-
o'd.t,he people in India there one finds the western ideas in dress, in
hvmg and in manners, without their proper sectting. Henee the
spoiling to-day of India’s beautiful homes and eulture.

The women have this one advantage in their illileracy
to-_day., that they will find it easy to keep truly Indian. Let us have
p)’zd«‘a in our weavers, our craftsniea aud our labourers. If we could be
convineed of the need of using Indian-made goods as far as possible,
surely we could help towards that aim which ci'ery Indian has at heart,
the Tiberty of the Motherland. 1
o |
No A!“l_mission for married boys |
Walejsj’I(;(f:;'(;\l'e_;'nz{;n:ent o.t".[ndia iuxngunoes that entry into t.%le %f’x-iuce of
open 19 by ;y:q \‘vﬁolimwM 111?.{@3 (,,nrkl‘i;'ege, Deh}'adnn, will not, in fu’c.u;:l*, be
it DUy are married. The question whether the State should

NOTES AND COMMENTS

impose vestrictions on any section of the population even in the
interests of social reform, is one of controversy. More so is this the
case, when the State is a foreign ageney, out of touch with the habits,
customs, and calture of the people whom it governs. The first duty
of all governments and especially of a foreipgn government,
scems 1o be to co-operate heartily with {be represeéntatives of the
people in elected bodies, in their efforts to bring about legislative mea-
sures against harmful social customs. Such, we rvegret to say, has

ot been the pelicy of our rulers, as witness the action of the govern-
_ ment mewbers in the assembly in throwing the weight of their votes

in the matter of the age of Cousent Bill, on the side of
the reactionary elements in orthodox Hinduism. Unless  our
rulers desist from such expressions of ‘¢ religious neutrality”’ restriet-
ive measurds of the nature above-mentioned, well-intentioned though
they may be, will fail to ereate in the minds of the people any coufi-
dence in the good intentions of the government towards soclal reform.

The Madras Muslim Ladies Association
The above association held a meeting to pass two resolutious to

' the effeet that the Government should stdvt more High Schools for
Muelim givls amd™to urge the corporation) to open Purdah Parks in

congested cily arecas.
T is exeellent that the Muslim wemen should demand these things

“Jor themselves. The more nuiversal education we have in all commu-

mities the befter. We, however, wish that in the second reselution
tlie Muslim women had also demanded the abolition of the Purdah
which is one of the root evils, rather than demand faeilities, fo pateh
up old customs to suit modern ideas. TIs it not far better to do away
with the evil of Purdah which one will admit is most unhealthy and
cramping fo the physical as well as the moral welfare of o woman?

The Heaith Officer of the Caleuita Corporation writes that :—
- ¢ Between the ages of 15 and 20 years, for every boy that dies
of tubercutosis, six-girls die.”’
“ T am convinced that it is the retention of the Purdal svstem in
the densely populated gullies.of a congested eity that decms 30 many
voung girls to au carly death from tuberculosis. In less densely

popnlated areas, where delached houses with compounds are possible,

the Purdah syster could be adbered fo without seriously affecling the

health of the inmates of the zenana.
$1p a great eity, it is diffieult to seeure absolute privacy without
shutting®out light and air, as houses in narrow lanes and gullies are
47
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situated in the muer poviion of the houss, il

bui effectually serecned from cheepvation,”

Saother very impartaut Factor in the actiolory of tabereule
amengst givls and voung women i early marringe, which subjects
immature temales to the striin of repeated  pregnancies and
prolonged peried of laetation. :

¢ 1astly, I would again draw attention 1o the many thonsands of
casos of tuberenlogis always preseut in Caleutta. This is apt to be
overlooked, ag these reports deal almost exclusively with deaths.

¢ At a very modest estimate, sssuming that there are four or ’
five cases for each death registered, theve are probably -about 10,000
eases of tubereulosiz in the ¢ity at any given time. In the great
majority of cuses no precautions are taken against the spread of in-
To speak plainly, thousands of consumpltives are constantly

feetion,
Can one wonder at the prevalence of the

spitting all over the plice.
white plague in Caleatia?”’

Ap Auxiliary to the Simeon Commission

The Statesman understands that the Simon Commission with the
coneurrence of the Seerctary of State for India, will appoint an Auxili-
ary Committee to advise the Commission on the growth of educafion.
The Committee will consist of an eminent Muslim educationist, @
Hindu, an indian VWoman, a Director of Publie Instruction and two
men with progressive views from England. The Women's Tolion
already recorded its protest against the Simon Com-
mission, which has been a deliberate frout to the Indian Nation in its
racial spirvit and s bureaucratic procedure. Having failed to enlist
the co-operation of any self-respeeting leader of Tndian public opinion,
the Commission is now prohably trving to cover up its failure by subs
e devices. The Auxiliary Commitiee appoars to be o step iu that
Lope noue of our leaders will be taken in by these

Assoeinfion has

direction. e
obvious tactics.

Ordinarily we would have heen glad, lLad a body in-
vestigating the condition of the country, done justice to its women by
including their representative in its deliberations. But as matters
stand, we feel it is only an impertinence fo suppose that any
lady will be willing to associate hevself with a commission that
has been rejected hy the vhole nation. . Wea ape gure no Tasty will be
willing to barter the honour of ladia for the plamour of guch @ nouti-

48
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patlon and the advancement which it may hold as a bait, There ar
mm'lmer.able ways open to u§ to advanee and improve 'oduc':t; o in
Indla& without working on such an alien bhody, and falling jm: | O?-.“—l
that is set for creating further splits among onr Nation. © 8t

‘Fil‘ﬁt Ladv Lawyer ¢f Madras

& 1 g e R \ 4 N 3
o \’;‘\ e hm.n; t hat ;"11.1*:0 Anandabai, the first woman law-graduate of
1e adras University bas apprenticed heyself to Mr. V.V Srinivasa
;}13*&11;;&71?, Advocate of the High Court, and intends to %e.t up ptf ':(E‘
. e » ; ntn AlG : ol - | brac
ice, We congratulste Miss Anandabai on her academic achieven
and on her conrageous resolve towdin i 1o practioal mw
_am er conrageous resolve tendrn her gualification to practi :
We shall follow her career ©5:3%#ont interest FJ e b
 sha her oy Tainiwreal interest. For we expeet from liev
= d I & Lt T ER rd l & 3 3 e : " o
()S‘xilre”::ng]Ogthtal;{hﬂ? as woman’s special coniribution to this already
er-crowded profession. What we want i : I Lo-dla
( : : . ¢ want 1s nol more hiwvery ¢
profession. nt 1s not move luwyers to-day
'ﬁ} Ind}.? ?Ju_t umfn ent, may we say, better types of lawvers fo \-'f}xr:{:
re profession will mean not merely a vich pasture but a sacred fex o
to defend the weak and to relieve the 0pp1‘vc*€éd . ’]“h.r‘ P
o deferyd the weak and : > oppressed. The men as
;1’1‘” mllﬁuc bhave done mmch more in this line with a few noble o:;o )‘1
1!0nb,_ ,.n:‘f. women prove . that to them at least, the oaths >t¢h‘ ’ﬂ%'. 1}
pledging themselves to the high ideals of the proﬂ/a i ot meve
dledging them als he fessilon, are not merve
yords. The few women Hon, Presi s AL vo in
: ¢ few women Hon. Presidency Magistrates i
frotds, Lhe Tew women Ho : ey Magistrates that we have in
.,'hi::} ;é;f\ q:‘;:i; L;;},}i?f u‘”u(!] A uew atmosplhiere of practical wisdom and
a higher seus duty in discharging theiv oblivations. t
o higher souse of duty In disc argmeg tqhen oblizations. We are sure
that Miss An .};‘ a1l Wikl keep a watehful eye over the interests of the
vomen aud ¢ "l arti i canse when.
ome taua children i particular and will champion their cause whe
ever she is in a position to do so v ose e

A Muslim Woman’s Success

Miss Furrakh Sulian Sakina Bop ' ’
Mr. Moidul Islam of C—afcutt‘: ?1111? 131:;81‘;;2:0(?15 hcsi‘::ondt f;iﬂghter %
Cxaminabi . e of 4 e e eeent Intermediate
}I.I:Vc‘.lii%d%flmj m.h:d.w of th La!cu?ta; University with dl%ltr:::cfg't“
}( g come out 'su.ond in the Presideney. She has been ed al
ome }lhder E’?g,}mh and Freuch governesses, A itu 1 ?"n ) 1.1..03(70(1' "
she Jome_d t}__l‘e D_mees:m College and pas.s‘od' .hm'vB /lk l\c 1'1?1(%3'1 10111{1‘“011
bono_urs in English. She went for M.A. ns ‘1‘ ')ri; t Vl‘ }"A e (an’ss
Persian and Arabie, stood first in the l-"'ro'qijﬂ d sy Lnkig
Caleutta Gold Medal. We are surprised td'l{a;rn \tl;](l‘t gn'dﬁmumd .
the Purdah and hz}s to study law at Lome. Sho"i«v N Sﬁf{l‘oijserves
1\;[1”1 \\;(‘)rker and is th? Hon. Prineipal of tfl;e' Sniﬁl‘:ﬁﬁbn;’ %KTHO‘»-
Madrasa m_!d P_elps other ecdueational institutions W sl onr
voung Muslhim sister the Buest of -carcers in the qu‘;-i(*e oi? I“;i?h "
e service of India.
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Weomen's Political Status

Mrs, Moreavet I8, Cousing left the following message hefore
leaving India Ay leve For fudia has inerensed with cvery year ¥
have ‘:—:i)-:eut hore. 1 leave the <hoves of india uply fo reney my }f:’:}}r'ffiv
eal gtreneth i order that T amaey be of more gorvice to India in the

future.  The movement seoms adso cful fnothat T oshall be anle to
1a thal is aris.

conpiorast the mischiovous and slauderous pro ragania
ing against Indin soee ™ Mather Tudia 7 was published. The faets
» al sinfus of women fo-day in Todiz ennmob

about the splendid pold ‘A /
b tmmress other iations fuvonrably. Our slruggle for seenving
oadem for women in the howme savl throngls that social freedom, both
A copomis dupendencs, s bownd

S inelndes both the staie » nd

Tye:
from eamy marriage and Irow ungo
{0 end suceessfully,  National Home H g
the home and the freedom of hoth ymist he won side by :mlr-,‘-’\.}:')t one
after the other. This was a lesson 1 learnt by wy own swc;csj;:sm] ex-
when we wou women’s suflvage and
Tome Rale simultuneously from the toreign Government. i't%ru,‘;s‘;im*i}f.,
¢hild marriaze reform and viher soeind subjects can be gained cven
y i course all the {hue- *' Bduecate,

perience In my oww country

while we are gaining Swaraj.
Fdueate, Bdueate.”’

Preventing Unequal Marriages
"The Bomboy Ctovernment wil
the pr i | aned avriages
the prevention ol anegial marnages, riapes bety a
of ﬁgs and a girl below 18 by making them penal oifences punishable
s o SR - - b
with imprisonment and fiue.
We heartily eougratulate fhe Bombay Government on '1:)1'1'11;;;111;_:
up this measuré. This is removing only one of the] many cvx.l:;_}n?‘-,i ]1)(,
' . 8 i di ¢ : are Jong every Frovin-
ATTiE ‘ wlia, but we hope that befo @ eve :
marriage customs in India, . ¢ long ove rovin
vifﬂ Government will follow the example of the :\1.-1(11(_1; (Joiv(;olrgx(]lcof
ks d N . . AR P wr \ :
and pass 2 resolution preventing MArTiages of girls below 16 &
(e s L [ Tmin o gk E -

bovs below 2L

1 <hortly briny forwavd a Bl fov
like marriages between o mab

g8

o

/‘ls
‘

A
< The Weomen’s Indian Association and Party Politics
. \

. The W. L A, never has taken, and T am sare never will take any
pavt in Party Politics. The great work that lies hefore women in the
tuturd is vastly more important than any mere party issue, that in-

volves avinpients and taking of sides brrespective of principles.
Women in politics siand for progress; fov changing bud conditions
into goed eonditions; for making their country such as fo enxure
all children, not only theit own, growing up to be splendid, healthy,
eduenated, efficient and noble doxghiters and sony ol India, This cotudi-
tion has ot been, and never will be, produced by tie present day party
vstem, with its bitterness, its codless ratile talk, its lack of accoin-
plishing results, Women want DERDR NOT WORDS

[

The W. L A. is therefore sorry to hear that that splendid worker
for the eapse of woman’s progress, Dr. Muthulakalimi Ammal, has
taken z stand on one side at this time when, whether one supports the
Simon Clommission, or boyveotts it, is very definitely a heated issue,
and a matter of great difference of opinion in India. Dr. Muthuiak-
ghmi’s record of work done in the past is one of great help rendered
to women and children, many vital reforms supporied, and she, with
great insight, has been able to see what changes are necessary for the
future well-being of Indin. Her position as a member of the Madras
Legistative Council has enabled her to introduce legislation along
lines of Social Reform that will be of inestimable benefit to the future
welfare of Madras. So we regret that this fine pioneer woman should
ally herself with one side in a hot controversy.

Tt is true that last year Div. Muthulukshmi, «s one of the Viee-
Presidents of the W. I. A. signed a leiler issued by that Association,
but the letter was protesting against there being no Indian, no woman,
not even a Buropean woman, on the Simon Comumission. This was
consistent with the poliey of the W. 1. Al a3 a progressive woman’s
organization, We, of course, admit Dr. Muthulakshmi’s right to go
on any cammittee she likes, but we think her work for women unil
children i¢ of infinitely more value than Government Committees, and
should kepp ber above these controversial issues. She sits in the
Madras Uegislative Couneil as the Mather in the Couneil, 1'eﬁ‘f‘i"fmmt-

~ing the great Mother Principle of Life; and hor Diarma is to reform,

to change evils, to ereate dnd build np good eonditions.
Dorothy Jinarajadasa, Vice-Presideat, W. 1. 4.
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An Address

Dr, Besaxr,
An dddress delivered at the Anwual General Meeting, April 1928

1 suppose probably none of you are old enough to remember {he
women’s movement in the West. I remember it very well.  You have
fow laws that ave barriers in your way., In faet, you have had to {figh,
customs more than law.  Over in thefVest when I was yonng, women
conld not go to any University, although women since have beenin
sisting on going.  While you have had to fight the enstoms ehiefly, the

Finglish and the Seoteh have had to fight continually against laws.

The real difficulty in the West was that. Tu fighting thosc Jaws women’s
emancipation was won. You complain here against the laws but in the
West there has been a terrible struggle year after year, and I know
one highly placed lady in society was practically ruined, underwent a
1ot of suffering and then passed away. She was one of those who fought
for the emauecipation of women. One great dillieulty was that the whole
press of the country was against women's emancipation. They
created rioting, they did everything that could be done to stop the
womet’s emancipation. .

You complain hmj,e. against  the laws of inheritance, But
i1 the West even that which was earned by the woman was
taken away by her husband because the woman had no rights. Herc
vou have not had the tremendons opposition of the men that we have
had in the West. In Indiz you have equal suffrage with men snd 50
betier off than the weslern women.  We liave nol got
Vou have a woman here as Deputy
Prosident of the Legislative Council. You have all kinds of things hers
that the western women have not. O course on the guestion oY
ehild-marviage yon have a great thing to do. ¥vern to-day in England
the law penmifs a chiid of twelve to be meuried.  But the public

yon ave mich
an English woman as Spenker.

Ty
opinion (here has outgrovwn the law.
" Looking at vour rmovement it seems io me that you
bave done a marvellous thing ina  very, vVery short space
of lime. Yo have shown the spirit of the old, thonght of India
fhat the woman is Shakti, Power. The thiny that she take:?x up sue
succeeds in.  She is far more practical than men. 1 have noticed that
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ﬂ_u‘: woraen of India when once they aeccept. the truth at once be-
zin to put it into praclice very much more thun men do.  The men
are nceustomed o tobi a thing for granted.  When a woman believes
a thing she at once puts it into practice. That is one more force of
women in the natioual life. You have that knowledge of the power
within vou which makes you confident of vietory; i you go on-in that
pewer and bring it to bear upon the things areund vou in your lives.

¥ For my own part, I look to the women of India to tak eading

\ , o th enrof India to take a leading

pirt in the great movements of the future.  You have here one sple:i
did quality which is shown in India and that is the admivation and the
veverence that is paid to motherlivod among you. That is one of the
meat movements of the future, cue of the movements which is going
to revolutionise the civilised world, the recognition of the su;irem{ﬁ
place that the woman holds in the nation, beeauce she bears the future
citizens of the nation, and is the moulding power throuzh the vears of
childheod in shaping them to the neblest iceals, stimulating in them
ih: most splendid qualities. The woman ywho makes fhe eitizen
makes the nation.  You can make India what ;,'ou will if vou use your
power.  The greatest thing that the woman has is the divine péwer
of 8o guiding the home, and the children in the home, that there shall
be great revolutions without shedding one drop of blood, without
syriking on fatal blow. It is said and said quite truly, ¢“A nation is

s by its women.”’ : '

We know how in the past the women of the family
heve trained up  the childven so  heautifully, so iuspirinﬂ;"
that the men and women when they gl'e\;' ap never. f?n
got the time with their mother, I know great‘s"mskrh scholars who
traece back their love of that noble tongue to the graud-mother who
told them stovies {rom the great Epies when they were children cluster-
ing round her knees. T have come across some women down here who
knmw the Seriptures both in Sanskrit and in the Vernaeunlar, and knew
the literature connected with {hnse great subjects far hetter than the
voung men did in the college. .

Another thing that is very mnecessary now for lifting
the Nation up is that the women of the family must hni
edueation. -1t is very easy to see how the education of {he women haé

gradually fallen into disrepute. When linglish education had its

gwav over the eountry, the givls did not shave in that. It was given

. . Y R~ e
to the boys and there grew up & kind of eonfliet in the home bhetween
the fwe sexes that before co-operated oue with the other. The men

“of Buglish education beeame great seeptics, and the women, kept ont

B4
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of the oufer world, tended to lose the knowledge they had aund fell inlo
the opposite mistake of superstition. For true knowledge is the correct-
ive for hoth the enemies of human progress—scepticism on the one side
and superstition on the other. Whatever is good in western edued-
tion ‘should be assimilated. 1 remember when some of us began lo
ctart the Central Hindu College at Benaves, it was the women of
India who helped us more than auy other people. In the C. H. C.
religion was tought to the boys according to the family religion. o
which they belonged.

~Women of the past were great as men. We all know of great
sons of the great women who were learned in sueh a science as mathe-
maties, in philosephy and in all the preat intelleetnal  sub-
jects.  That day is dawning again to enlighten the India of
ihe future. All that women had in the past in India will come to
the women of the very near future. Men and women fogether owill
redeem Tndin from bondage and set her own children onve more as
(he Government of the great nationd That is what we are all work-
ing for, that is what we have been aspiring te.  Now that women are
coming into the movement, T have not the smallest doubt that the
Libertj’ of India stands on the {hreshold of a morrow, not very far
off, when the Tadian women will play a splendid part in the rederap-
tion and the liberation of the. Motherland. .

Annic Besant,

Social Training Ceptre for Women

T y * > ~<' N " i 'b N N .

\\.'()n’[enhifailﬁl of this course is to provide opportunities by which
hy q;»iloc,i 0‘_1., ] gﬁmmumtxe? w}llo have finished their general edueation
se y ege, may further prepare tl selves ife of u
 pehoa o colle 1 repare themselves for a life of use-

, 88 rvice.  The course, which exte j '
: rse, ch extends over s period of
e ' S he ¢ 3 of one.
vear, inelades both theoretical and practical trainine 1 "
1 * o

THEORETICAL COURSE.

Study of soci: itions, Social Hi ement
mies, Healtl pooctal conditions, Sociul History, Blémentary Eeono-
nics, , I'syehology, Modern Social Institutions, Public Adminis
tration, Problems.of Primary Hduealion in Iadia History « §$1111}b-
Work in India, Principles of Soriology, Publie Ve ot . ({” k 2300333-
fthies, Religion, Directed Reading, o eeting Work, Sociad

Rage

Practical TRAINING. .

‘\ "}hs;tsﬁ of Observation, Play Centre Work, Nursery Scliools Chawl
: ) 1 — . . o ‘:’ iy 01 1.' ’i’vll

\ isiting, Creche Visiting, Women’s Classes, Hospital Visiti T n
for Orphan Children, Visits to Maternity I{? mes for Working, s
C. 0. S, Enquiry Visits, Tnvestigating iteidenl worl& Classes,

. oiiis, gt 21y H - v ey N NI
nssistance, Social aud Indu:s'tria‘plconci’itiioi;nlg‘mi]ll t'dbes g il
. da o Y Pylaad 8, Collecetion of Family
?%d;r{t{j, .(,f_,(__, _{fm‘zn;il;lg stadents should  communicnte with d"\,l;;i},
dak, Umversity setilemont, Vacchavandhi Re o ' .
t, Vacehagandhi Road, Bombay, 7. Fies

=~

Bs. & per moutl This trainine coni
o i 1 the o i training cenire has been working for {wo
\ L{;In and the organisers wish to make the course a more .\ v bwo
and a useful ATra s TP e prareo Wle Loarse. A more practied
1‘12”; a uscful one. ihba Pavabai Tilak writes in this comeetion :
Jur expericuee s0 far has shown us that, while o zeneral oo "
{raining is both useful | neccse R 24 general course of
g 18 both usclul and necessary, it does not adeou: it
student who "intends to {ak R s not adequately equip a
! Nl L who intends to take up special branch of social work., We
are t}gw[oxe proposing o provide for a more speciulised tv;ﬁrin v
wier students have acquired the more general knowledgs of c-:(j{ai‘i
\\OI.KC' th.1t~ is needed. In order to meet the need for {his Q}‘:eoi:ﬂ.i(:g:i
training rightly we are auxious to find ont what speeial ‘"‘\'611\“0.‘
n t‘lemzu}d, and what spheves of employment are open to t""" 11.;
Social Workers to-day. ‘ ramaet

We are writing to ask you for yeur advice and co-operafion in thi
l v Q N 1 i . SRS AR {atin
matter, as you will be able 1o tell us trom your knowledeo and (.l\] i
> Ol kiowiedge ¢ Xperi-

ot
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cnee of special types of social work, the ways in which siudents may
prepare fov any speeial forms of work that arve available.”

Tt would be most useful if social workers would help this train-
ing centre with their practical ideas of what would be the most use-
ful course of study, practical and theoretical, in India to-day. The
West has done a great deal in this connection, In India theve is much
scope tor social yotorm and we need practical social workers who
have knowledge and ability. We all feel greatly for the guifering
muasses and ave able to talk of it on platforms, and to write lengthy
articles in papers, but very fow are able to do practical aselul work
in this-conneetion,

Many Voices

Greece said, Be moderate ; know thyself.

Rome said, Be strong ; order thyself.

Confucianism says, Be superior ; correct thyself.
Shintoism says, Be loyal ; suppress thysell.

Buddhism says, Be disillusioned ; annihilate thyself. -
Hinduism says, Be not separated ; merge thyself.
Mohammadanisia says, Be submissive, assert thyself.
Judaism says, Be holy ; coform thyself.

Modern Materialism says, Be industrious ; enjoy thyself.
Modern Ditettantism says, Be broad ; cultivate thyself.
Christianity saysy Be Christ.like ; give thyself.

E. Stanley Jones
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Women t_be World Over.

INTERNATIONAL.
WoMEN AT THE Press EXPosSITION.

. At the International Press Exposition, the first of its kind, which
is to be held in Cologne from May to October of this year womyen wﬂl
be represented both in the various national exhibits.zmd’in a special
women’s section. The women’s section was arranged for by IM("\(Hlincv
German Feminists. o ) T

The women’s section will contain an extensive exhibit showing
the place and activities of women in eonnection with the Press since

{;h(.} middle of the seventeenth century when journalism came into
eing.

.The Illtel'llatigllall Clouncil of Women has heen instrumental in
rousing and organizing, through its National Counecils, the partﬁip‘l-
tion of women outside of Germany. Fngland, Holianh. Jurfo-Slqvi‘a
Tinland, Greece, Coanada, Ireland, Australia, dnd Sonth Abfr’ o are
already at work on their exhibits, o R e

ENGLAND,

Miss Gertrude Trevelyan wins the Newdigate prize for ITnglisl
verse and thus enters the long line of names f-}’mt“ includen 'I‘nl;r:w;r;
and Ogear Wilde., The other winner is Miss V. Sﬂck\’ilrle-w'a:qt l‘;0-‘*‘
aud novilist, who reeeives the Hawthovnden prize of £ 100, th:e :Hlmtk
st offered in Finglaund, for a long poem called ¢ The Lﬁ:'xéj’: S

A

IS AMERICA. -
AMERICAN WoMEN DEMAND Fouarn Ricuts,

soe Naria LUoenhens Totw Yoyl i 4 . 5 .
\igs Doris Stephens of New York at the Pan-Amoriean confer-

pnce said : Sinee the beginning of time men with the best intentions

ave bee v‘rh' ma g . R S v Lo .
have been writing laws for our good. Since the bheginning of time

hrave and valiant women have been abolishing these same laws. There

is no Jimit to what man wishes to do for our good. No man, no grou

of men, no government, no group of natiens ever had the ,riwh?‘; “;T:
ask to-day. We ask to have restored rights™which have heen R—
These are our human rigits. ~ - Pect HRTpea.
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NorTHH CAROLINA.

Trr Norrtn Caronina WIVES INDEPENDENCE.

When it comes to business partnerships, a married woman in
North Carolina is as independent as a single one, the solicitor of the
International Revenue Burvean ruled in an ineowe-tax case. 'The
Gtate law of North C(arolina, the solicitor holds, permits o married
woman to  enier a valid  business partuersiip witiy  persons
other than her hushand, bnt she may also legally ceatractl & hnsiness
partnership with her hushand and have full cantrol of hev part of the
income, '

ARGENTINE.
WoMAN AGRICULTURAL FENGINERR.

Lia Encalada Fleury has veeently passed her final examination
for the degree of agricultural engineer.. Miss Fleury is the first
woman in Argentina to receive this title, whiel is of great imporiance
in an agrienltural country such as the Argentine. Miss leury was
a student at the University of Buenos Aires, and it is a eoincidence
. se Encalada, was ihe first woman in

fhat her mother, Ninfa Fleury ;
roceive the same title in the whole of South America years ugo.

GERMANY.

WomaN JUDGE 1N BERLIN.
Gerichtsassessoin Kuez is the first woman to act as a eriminal
judge in Berlin eriminal courls. JTu eivil courts ‘women have acled

for some time.
(GREECE.

(GREEK WOMAN IN CiviL SERVICE.

Mlle. Dkinieri has been appointe
Ministry of Social Tieonomy in. (iyreee
appointed to a pouition se high in the

d chicf of a depariment in the
e, the fivst Greck woman to be
Greek (ivil Service.

FRANCE.

WOMAN TEAD OF THREE NEWSPAPERS.

ouch in her flat near the Bois de Boulegne
a woman is eondueting personally one of the greatest newspapre cnter-
prises in the world,  She is Mme. Paul Dupuy, widow of Senator
paut Dupuy {he man who made the ¢ Pefit Parisien,’ which has an
enormous sale,
58 ‘

From a convalescent’s ¢

T ‘ ?/_,(; }l}(

WOMEN THLE WORLD OVER
Mme. Dupuy is recuperating® ;
o . | :hp-u,. 1 ltc.ul?elg&mg f.t om an operation, but by means of
he private telepbone exchange adjoining her study she is in constant
il ) " Ty * ', - @ .L, - v g i ° Rt
k{;ﬂch with her newspapers: In addition to the * Petit Parisien,’
. £ oo g * ~ . . . : i !
“me(: Dl}pll} cmma‘ﬂa the ¢ Excelsior,” the leading picture paper on
] (¥ 1100 + 15¥ e 5 M T hy "

“1_(1.} ‘0111‘1...1(“? Z’o Dimanche IMustre,” an illustrated Sunday paper
with. a ecirealation of more than half 1ill nber of
th. a ) an half a million, and a number
o | ‘ ’ , @ h 1.mbe,1 of

She said to an interviewer:

A. HCIL as I ar f v fads g acg
‘I:! i‘ ]‘.‘Y f Tsry 0.‘t 3 ‘l 3 1} ~ § ver w .l tl ],) $
ance oi ¢ pO ¢V OL ‘,-, 111 1](4 p il )1[0 ne beb t, CWSE Al ¢ 31514
l‘)l( tu I'es ant t.‘ b ] e I g . am car llg' ol o3 I'Zld 0118,

. rqAn A‘mer,xc.an woman by. birth, I have the inborn leaning towards
1ewspapers which all Americans have. I have been interested in
3 AP S o < ¢ : - : y '
gg;&a ﬂa})t(]lx s dll'm}, hfie’ and I am glad that I'married a newspaper man
se there is > higher calling i 1

no finer or higher calling in the world.

4 }\I\ .pehcy as a newspaper edifor ix based on the iron rules which(
my hushband ff}liowed; aceurafe uand brightly presented news and
pmtgres, B .“,v.ell-prmted paper, and geod gdvertisine -T tua (fr't-
cood advertising and truth in advertising. o

W P . . .
, '71‘\Im£.4 l aul Dupuy is an ardent believer in the efficacy of the
c] osest understanding between Great Britain, France and the Unite
States.—The Hindu. ' ¢ agd t nited

\

FiNLAND.

FiNLAND's RECORD.
reY i 1 & ? e o y )l

. Onp of the m:)st go-ahead of Europe’s ‘new’ nations is the
little country ot Finland. Its little capital of Helsingfors is rem u]\'
ablv busv - o . ASMZLOYS 18 remark-
ably busy. A traveller cannot fail to be struck hy the general 'li;‘ of
¥ » g 1 wor oy ’ o & @l d g
ulﬁe1tnen.s qnd _c]eanhne‘s.u, and, above all, hy the extraordinary number
of women taking part in every form of work : ) i

Mhar 1 . - .

There has always been a large preponderance of women in Fin-
land, and since.the war this majority has increased. Indeed, for i
size, T 11}1<1,11d has produced more famous women than an:;v ot b
country in the world. > el

1¢ Finnish woms y . . A

The Fis nish woman has a remarkable presence, and seems to
leave a distinetive impress on cverything she does. You are alw

‘ 1 i 3 wab & s T : € "aVS
CONSCIous gt her great strength of character, in dependenc‘e 'd) 3
energy. . ‘ oAl
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iy s P T : s
The Finng have & great history behind them, snd, in the fighi for
freedom, the danghters of 1"inland have shouldered rifles, 1?{ 3%1;."

AL MG T, iRl Ve

1 +

] It
shewn ag mush opterprise a aring as i : )
Boas muen erterprise and daring as the most vallant of hor sons

' ce

Denmiark may have its far LI DU 2 : 1
. ,df,'aif‘l}'ﬁ].” nave 1ts famn givls, bat the women of Finland ave
Loevery of essioi—dootors, lawyers, dentists, arehitecls, md en
IFITIROT S e - of vy ey o T . ) ) e ‘ o
z‘._,111(!: vs. Joven the most strenuows of maswid fabonr is not too exlianst
e " 57 Mamve Iveeriints 4 s “xq L e AT
ing for them. They becopie tram eonductors, bricklevers, mechanics
-k J Rl sy pholedacd b Fle

4!1“,‘{ oven 1rodad ’:‘t."C‘-']r Crs
I‘}l(_l, 11 nmaun Lo 3310 ) ovE -'1", He Ey & ! t :
SN ¢ l‘”‘.,‘ VWOTT :“ nDienmaoers H +41€ AN HT 1. a1 I
e q v i H H i

ﬂ.u:y seem Lo monopolise the sente on the og u"’-"-‘!.ifl‘:*"‘ : ourT Borols,
Councils and Boards of Gueodians, T felavadatan AT BOTHUL G

< amd Boards of Guevdinns, The Oovernment offiers  seem
really to be controlled by womne ; . Jaenl uilens  setin
cally 1 be centrolled by women. Men apparently oecuny only the
puliorcinaie posts, and aceept ovders from the women with a “very
wood gvace..(Duily Herald). - Y

g
p
H

Tuersy,

A Powerrvrn FraaNize Mixp.
SHaldi Bdib Hanum s

| 4 o f > &

Doy reeently to o f New Work Ier

Tl amysia o Trorryad 1

Hanum i inspirvalion of the Ni ow

much Must a1 awes £ her ppers . ot i,
1 nat 1l owes i har onergy Lusiasm 1t 1s Jitf-

Y e g 1Y, T3t fe 1 o4
':fm' :c- ey When the Brifish found that her paivictism iu
Constaniinople was causing thewm irouble they sou o arrest hor,
Lat she inm} rofnge In Rt w(ﬂ trouble they t:(_»ught to arrest ot
it shie took rebuge in Roberts College and was hidden there until an
opporianity cceurred to smuggle her across the Bosporus to the Asia-
1100 W whore 1 TG Al ‘A
{ic side where it was easy for her to make her way to Angora.

As a writer of poetry and novels she will go down to history as

. 3 1y, N o . . s e a . >

the Madame d.u St:ml 0_1 ’_l’ur]xe}, as a politician and patriof she will
be reckoned with Rosalie Montmasson, the friend of Crispi, who made
the campaign of the Mille and accompanied him into exile and acted as
the messenger between him and Mazzint.

In the Nationalist Government aud army her influence is supreme
and there are few questions on which she is not consulted. She is
(‘zonm‘unt]y with the army, riding with the troops on long marches even
into the Caucasns Mountains. She wears man’s ridit;w clothes and
in the ﬁo]..d o.nlu" a veil over her hair, but in the city in :‘tcgordaucé with
e e e ewon Tt Mostom, | soon. a5

3 ] ID18e WSS a Moslem. As soon as
the Greeks landed at Smyrna in 1919 she raised the standard of pro-
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tesi in Constantinople. She received from the Sheik-ul-Islam per-
mission to address the male population forbidden hitherto to
women. She addressed a mob of 150,000 outside the Mosque of Sal-
tan Ahmed II, and so inspiring were her words that the mass fell on
their kneces and swore to fight the invader. -
Halidi Edib Hanum at the time of the Armistice with Turkey
founded the Wilsonian Society in Constantinople and wished to head
a deputation of women to the 1. . A. to insist on the territorial rights
of Turkey being recognised. During the war she was the inspirver of
Djemal Pasha and Djavid Bey. She also wrote a famous hook called
¢« Pan-Turaniasiam ’’ of which the hero was Talaat Pasha. When
the Allies conquered Gaza they found in the trénches thousands of
copies of this book awhich was freely distributed to the Turkish soldier.

A fanatical Moslem Halidi Hanum made the journey to Syria
with Djcma Pasha and organised the orphanages, which were neces-
stated as o result of the massacre of the Avabs by Djemal.

Much will be Leard of Halidi Hanum in the future. She is eer-
tainly, in spite of hor training in the American giils, school and as a
professoress at Robeits College, only a mild adaptation of Western
methods in the Hast. Previous to the war shie was a strong propa
gandist for the greater liberty of women in the Ihast. ‘

NotE —" Women the World Over ” 13 faken from “Equal Rights”, ‘tie Vote!, “The
» and other foreign papers as well as {from varions Indian Pericdicals and Nows-

papers.—Editor.
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News from Headguaricers

wog hebd in Adyae on April

The dinwal Gepcral hm,,ﬂ P ek BUEE ;
the 8th with our View ~ Norvothy Jinarejadnsn i the
chair. There was a very xvutmz c-:{.:w ing of hoth men sud women pr-

sent. Our Branches were not very well represented.

Mrs. M. E. Cousins read the Anunual Report which «‘uo\vod the
varied and admirable work dome by this Asscciation. Mrs. Clousing
- then recommended Shrimati Maluti Patwardhan to {he OIIIL’O of the
Seeretary in place of hevself, which propeaal was seconded and put to
the vote and she was unanimousky cleeted, Mrs, Ammn Swaminadhan
was clected the How. Treasurer m place of Are. Venkaiasubbarao.

The Office Bearers for the vear 1935 arve as follows ..

President T‘ﬂ Annje Besaut.
Vice-Presidents : Jrs, Borothy Jinarajadasa,
o Dr. Muothulakshbmi Ammal, M. L. C.
Hon. Secrefary t Shrimati Malati Patwardban, 3. Al
Hon, Treasurer : Shrimati Ammu Swaminadhau,
Iuternational Representative : Mre, M. B Cousins, B, Max,
COMMITTEE,

indy Sadasivier (Madras); Mrs. Hirabai Tata (‘%om}m yvis Mis
Lazarus, M. Sc. (Bangalore) ; Mrs, Venkatasubbarao (M: ‘;; .1 5,
Velayudha Menon (Cochin).

Then the two following resolutions were put from the chair and
passed

(a) This meeting coudemns the unnatural and devitalising enstow
of child marriage. It demands that the legal age of warriage for
girls be made 16 and for boys 21 and as a step towards this il wel-
comes and supports Rai Sahib Harbilas Sarda’s Amended Bill which
raakes marriage of girls under 14 and boys under 18 a penal offence.

(b) This meeting calls for an immediatc revision of inheritanee, sue-
cession property md ¢ stridhanam ’ 1'1:;;hts of Hindu women and‘\sup-
pofts the Hindu Inheritance Bill which is to be introduced by Mr.

* tuke the vesponsibility of running this Home.

HEADQUARTERS

K. Bashyam Aiyangar in the Mysore Representative Assembly and
joins the Delhi *\Vomgn s League in requesting the Legislative Assem-
bly and the Couneil of State to secure the appointment of & committee
to examine the law of maintenance and inheritance relating to Indian
women and recommend equitable reforms in them, which can be made.
Shrimati Kamala Chattopadhyaya then addressed the gatheri ing tell-
ing them the value of an organised association to-day such as our
organisation. She told them how we must go on agitating against child
marriage and other social evils in India.

A GREAT MEETING

Under the auspices 0‘5 the Wowen’s Indian Association and the

Youth, a Public Meeting was arranged for Lala Lajput Ra
o Madras. At our request, he posiponed his
as to speak {o the publie of Madras
Besant **ha midrehed the me

dlld the audioncs was mosh ¢

o

Loague of
when he
visit 1«
"“frin'- en’ s

-ipik

Tie Wouexn's Houe oF SERVICH,

H

'F}ns was one of the activities of the Headquariers in Madras.
Ars, Consing was its untiving helper and organiser. We regref fo
annoeunce thai her O-sm»‘ away Las made it impossible {or us te nudar-

; 3 xrn]

gniries among ﬂ'srr iadies of Madras to undertnke thiz work but ae
"-V‘}'s therefore, requested the Toona Seva Saden
to take it v 05 have no Branch in Madras,  This was aceeypded.

w he run along thelr lnes which ave well knewn
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Ax AU '_ PEVIOUR T Mes.
\1‘ Heme ' was arrang i 4 the “ Willingdon ** Mudras o
AL by ory inti friens {7 te b*a 5&1‘(4'7(&1 1o Mra,

ARl

zg,(‘ i?iu

M.OoECL : A
tjon § VEers snd music_ Several :1(}1@3% spoke. A lorge los
ther suit case, a small dressing ¢ senrves, ole, were presented to

Mrs. Cousins out of a collection made, the remainring amount was
given to her as a purse. Some individual ladies a,lso presented her
with a broach, a searf, ete : - Mrs. Cousine in her speech left several
points that shéuld be remembered by those in charge of the work, as
well as by our sympathlsers, the chicf one being that we should realise

{that happiness lies in service of others. '

.-
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" Women's Indian Association.

SUMMARY oF REPORT FoR 1927,

Qur progress during the past year has beent very satisfactory in many -aspects.
Many of our ewn Branches are proving themselves centres of civic helpfulness.
The Women's Wel{are Trust of Kashmir hgs afitliated with this Association. A
Branch full of energy and growth was formed in Madura. In Veeraraghapuram,
Tinnevelly, a large and lively Dranch has started and done good work during the
vear Bomnbay continues expanding its work. The Grant Road Branch has now be-
come a Government-aided Institute, and has a largely increased raembership.
Alandur Branch has a small Maternity Ward attached: to the Baby Welcome
conducted by it. Trichinopoly Branch collected 1,800 signatures of the ortho-
dox residents, chiefly Brahmin, for the Petition to the Legislative Assembly to
‘prohibit early marriage, Madura is conducting a night school for women work-
ing in the Mills, Calicut has also started classes in hand-work for women in
addition to its well-run Baby Welcome Centre; a second Calicut Branch runs a
successful Baby Welcome in Kallai. Margalore is a new Branch which is hold-
ing well-attended sewing classes and its members give voluntary service to the
National Girls’ School of the town. Chicacole is raising an agitation to secure
womien teachers instead of men for the one givls’ school in their town and at
the same time it is teaching a number of grown-up gitls itself. The Secretary
of Saidapet and the Treasurer of Alandur Branch have teen made Honorary
Magistrates for their Districts. Trichinopoly conducts o flourishing Baby Wel-
come and has héld important meetings during the vear on the Age of Consent and
the Education Conference. Madanapalle struck out a new line in organising
whole-day Camps for the members enabling them to enjoy Nature and picnic
Surat specialised on the Arts side of service

delights with good exercise.
The members

to its town anid its members also teach in the large Girls’ school.
of the Andbra Branches were the heart and soul of the splendid Constituent
Conterences, for the Dethi Fducation Conference, held in Vizag@patam. Raja-
mundry, Arantapur, Cocanada, Madanapalle, Guntur, and Buzwada.  Bombay
Hranches wpecialise on First Aid and Nursing work and Training. Benares runs
a school for Servants’ children. :

Fifty of the Branches sent up to Headquarters their Resolutions in sup-
port of legislation to Raise the Age of Consent and to prohibit the marriage of
girls before 16 and boys before 21, and (o end the Devadasi system, In almost
every 'South Indian town our members organised & meeting to welcome
Gandhiji.  Large sums of money were also collected by ouwr members for his
Khaddar Fund, ’

"G4
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EpucaTionaL REFOR).

The All-India Women’s Conference on Educational Reform is now taking
a unique place in women’s life and thoughts. This year’s Conference held in
Delhi was a noteworthy success. The Chairwoman of the Standing Committee
and the Hon. Sccretary are both prominent members of the W. I. A, The
Secretaries and Presidents of the majority of the Constituenit Conferences were
also well-known members of this Association. It is the wise policy of this Con-
ference not to be identified with any existent Society of women but to_include
women of every Women’s Associations, or of none, to combine in organising

these yearly Canferences.

PoLrricar.

Our work inspires our members increasingly to serve in the political field.
The Legislative Council of the Central Provinces unanimously passed a Resolu-
tion this year admitting women and one of our membhers, Mrs. Anasuyabai Kale
of Nagpur, has been nominated to it. The United Provinces also removed the
sex disqualification for entry into its Legislative Couucil this year and Mrs.
Ahmed Shaw has been nominated. There are now seven Women Legislative
Councillors in India, including those in the Indian States. Mrs. Hannen Angelo
of Madras and Mrs. Ure of Rangoon secured notable victories over the sitting
members of their Corporations in their election contests. Burma Legislative
Council is in women’s bad books, as it defeated the Resolution to admif women
as members. Ceylon is working hard to secure woman suffrage from a Com-
mission which is investigating réforms for the Island. We continue to press
for the appointment of women to all Councils and we press also on the various
political parties to put up women for election as their candidates. We must
gather a Fund for supporting women candidates as Independants in the next
General Election, Dr. Muthulakshmi  Ammal, Vice-President of the
W. I. A. has done magnificent pioneer work for women in the Madras Legis-
lative Council. She has sccured the passing of Resolutions to end the Deva-
dasi System, to abolish Child Marriage, to secure Medical Inspection of all
schools and colleges, to reduce fees for secondary education for poor girls, to
establish a Children’s Hospital for Madras Presidency, to secure Grdats for
Institutions for training Adult_women. She was the President of the Reception
Committee of the Social Reform Conference held in Madras in Congress Week.
This Association protested against the non-inclusion of any Indian and of any
women in the Simon Commission. We note with commendation that eac}}/ of
the Draft Constitutions for Indian Homc Rule contains a clause %:tating that
sex shall be no disqualification for all the ri,ghts;wand responsibilities of

i

citizenship.

Behar remains the only Province in India whose women are unenfranchis-
ed. In all other Provinces women have the right to vote and to enter . the
Councils on exactly the same terms as men. '
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CHI1Lp MARRIAGE AND EQUAL MNORAL STANDARD,

The Branches have been mwost active in holding meetings in support of
legislation to prevent the marriage of girls.before 16 and boys before 21, The
Franches have held meetings supporting legislation to put an end to the Deva-
dasi system and to make commercialised vice illegal.  They support the Vigi-
lance Societies in their efforts to disperse and end brotbel areas in the large

cities.

MEETINGS,

The Madras Branches took a leading part in organising the Women’s Day
which was held the day after the Indian National Congress ended in Madras,
Mrs. Malati [’atwardhan was its Secretary. Over 3,000 women attended and
at the evening session, in the large Congress Pandal, there were also large num-
bers of men present, The Bombay Branches and the Gujerat Brauches orga-
nised meetings which collected large sums of money in aid of the Flood Relief
Funds of Gujerat and Baroda. Several Branches held wmweetings of  protest
against Miss Mayo’s boolk *“ Mother India.” The Headquarters sent letters of
protest against it to the tewspapers in India. England and Awmerica. A unique
meeting was held by the Association in Madras to da honour to Dr. Poonen
Lukhose, the first womarn to be appointed as a Member of a Legislative Council,
and for two vears Minister of Health to the State of Travancore,

THE PASSING AWAY OT TWO GREAT WORKERS,

The Association has suffered deep loss through the death of Mrs. Chandra-
sekhra Iyer of Bangalore, and of Sir T. Sadasivier of Madras. Both have
striven for the advancement of women by every means in their powet and were
ardent workers for the progress of this Association as a valuahle agent of the
women’s movement.

Srrr DirarMa,

The Magazim of the Association, Stri Dharma, has gained 100 new subs-
cribers during the past year and for the first time is almost seli-supporting: Its
monthly “ Notes and Comments” on the history that is daily being made in
India are a most valuable diary of national and inter-national events and are
gquoted regularly by the feminist magazines of other countries. Tt is
thus a valuable international link. ‘The Magazine will be enlarged and changed

in many ways during the coming year, though the cost remains the same. A

Hindi® Section will be iuctuded. Members are asked to make a special effort
to get many new subscribers (ks 2 for members, Rs. 4 for non-members, for
twelve numbera) ‘

Finance.

3 1

Grateful thanks are hereby given to the Donors and members by whose
contributions the work is carried on. The statement of accounts is satisfactory.
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It is for the work of Headquarters only and the Branches in Madras City. All
other Branches manage their own finances and publish separate accounts. The
Association has a headquarters balance of Rs. 2,358-8-8 resulting from Receipts
of Rs. 16,042-13-10 and Expenditure of Rs. 13,684-6-2. The Leslie Woman
Suffrage Fund of America again sent the Association 2 donation of 500 dollars
car-marked for suffrage purposes.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Qur President, Dr. Annie Besant, completed her 80th Birthday on the Ist
October and the Association cabled its congratulations to her. In February,
the Hon. Secretary attended the All-India Conference on Maternity and Child
Welfare held in Delhi as W. I. A. representative and secured the passing of
a Resoultion Ly the Conference requesting Child Marriage Legislation. Mrs.
Thomas, Hon. Secrctary of Madura Branch is Superintendent of a Municipal
Scheme which is training 60 Barber Midwives in six-monthly courses in con-
nection with a Maternity Home which the Council has established. By the in-
Auence of Mrs. Patwardhan the experiment of adding ;irls to the Theosophical
Boys' Scheol in Madras has been an eatire success, and has given an impetus
to co-education in residential schools where the teachers have the devotion of
the anctent Ashrama Gurus. The visit of Mrs. Cousins to Kashmir enabled
her to initiate the Kashmir Women’s Welfare Association to which H. H. the
Maharajah gave a donation of Rs. 10,000 and which is now doing splendid ser-
vice in improving the physical, mental and economic condition of Kashmiri
women and children, previous]y almost neglected. It is gratifying to record
the inclusion this year of music into the Optional Courses for ngh Schools
and for the Madras, Andhra, and Benares Universities. OQur Hon. Secretary
has been on the Committees which drew up their syllabuses. Mrs. Jinaraja-
dasa attended the Conference in London of the British Commonwealth Women’s
League. Our second Vice-President, Dr, Muthulakshmi Ammal, has been in-
defatigable in her services as our representative to the Medical Assgciation, the
Social Hygiene Council. Mrs. H. A. Tata organised a large concert In Bombay
which netted Rs. 1,600. Mrs. Padmabai of Benares, was the eloquent Presi-
dent of the Social Reform Conference of the United Provinces. Miss S. B.
Das was elected member of the Patna University Senate.

At the 1927 Annual General Meeting Dr. Muthulakshmi Ammal was elect-
ed a Vice-President and Mrs. Venkatasubbarao, Hon. Treasurer and Houw
Secretary of the Women's Home of Service,

Tue Worex's THoMe or Sgavick, Myoarorg, Madras.

This TTome, started by this A seciation in August, 1923, las increnscd its
powers of service during the past year,

Bary WELCOME, '
Qver 25,000 attendances of <hildren under cight vears were registered for
daily bathing and simple niedical fvcatment. One baby of three months secur-
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ed the Sccond Prize in the Competition at the Baby Show for the best Madras

Daby.

VocationAL CrLassis,

Instruction is given in spinning, weaving, rattan-work, embroidery, plain
and fancy needle-work, pillow-lace, and Jigna work, to adult women of all
classes. Some work at piecework rates, and orders for rattan repairing, raffia
articles, shadow-work table-cloths and mats, Chruch cmbroidery in gold thread
and silk, have been satisfactorily exccuted. Rs, 1,600 worth of articles made
in the Home were sold at prices which covered the cost of the materials and
rates for work. The daily attendance is between 30 and 40. Over 80 pupils
joined the classes during the year.

SCHOLARSIIP STUDENTS,
Twelve students have been receiving scholarships as resident pupils in
training as teachers during 1927,
k4

Hoster BOARDERS,

Seven teachers and coliege students have resided as Boarders in the Home,
and much more could be done to accommodate women-workers if the mouey
were available for the initial expenses of a larger entirely Hostel Section.

TiHE FUTURE.

The coming vear holds the promise of many changes all of which will bring
new life and expansion to the work which the Association bas at heart. Mrs.
Cousins is resigning the office of Hon. Secretary which she has held for seven
years, Mrs. Malati Patwardhan, v ., Hon. Magistrate will he her successor,
and she will initiate new ventures, and new ways of work. The fifst is the re-
construction of the Magazine Stri Dharma in an enlarged and improved form
and with the addition of a Hindi section. Owing to Mrs. Cousins’ proposed
absence from India for nearly two years a request was made to the Poona Seva
Sadan to take over the Home of Service which they have kindly decided to do
thus leaving the office-hearers at Headquarters more free to do propaganda
work of a more gencral kind throughout India. Tt is our dream to see a Branch
of the W. I. A. in cvery town and village in India. Secretaries of existing
branches should get into touch with Mrs. Patwardhan, the Secretary-Elect, at
orce and give her their suggestions for improving the work. The education
for cverv child, freedom from sex responsibilities for girls up till 16 and hoys
till 21, better care, health and honour for the mother and more beautiful homes
ol the ideal type, a deeper understanding of the deep spiritual truth common to
al!i feligiqns, and the consecration of thousands of our women {o the public ad-
mt{HSt.ratlve service of her country as well as to her Home duties, these are the
?x:gegtfs '{‘?wards \Yllich our me:mhe:'s and Indian women genc:rally are reach-

. 1e changes wrought in the past ten years are amazing, and the fu-

ture see ; sore el o :
seems even more likely to bring about still more remarkable advancement. .

s "
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Woemen's Indian Associa

OBJECTS:

To present to women their responsibilities as daughters of India.

To sceure for every girl and Loy the right of Iducation through
schemnes of Compulsory Primary Education, including the teaching of
religion.

To secure the abolition of child marriage and to raise the Age
of Conzent {or married girls to sixteen.

To secure for Women the vote for Municipal and Legislative
Coutieils as it is or may be granted to men,

To secure for Women the right to be elected as menbers on all
Municipal end Legislative Councils,

To heip them to realise that the future of India lies largely in
their hands : for as wives and mothers they have the tesk of traiming,
guiding and {forming the character of the {uture rulers of Indis.

To band women dnto groups for the purpose of scli-development
and education, and for the definite service of others,

. ‘ MEMBERSHIP

wenn whe agree and will co-operate with the Objects and

L
Organgzation of the Assoctation may become members.  Greoups of women

having the sare aims can be affiliated to the Women’s Indian Association.
Memhoraare asked, but not obliged, to pay a subscription of twelve annas
a year to the Headquarters of the Association.
Locl Branches are self-governing and make their own arrangements.
-
) ORGANIZATION

The Association, which has a central organization at Adyar,
Madras, was started on May 8, 1917, and has grown and increased steadily,
ever since. It now has 72 Branches, 23 Centres and over 3,800 members.

Branches are formed in every olace where possible, with a local
Secretary to arrange the work to suit local conditions and report to
Headguarters. : A

The political policy of the Ascociation is to work {or Reforms
through the Legislative Councils. .

“The aims and ideals and work of the Association are on a religious
but non-sectarian basis. :

STRI-DHARMA,
et ’ . Official Organ of the Women's Indian Association.

Editor : Mialati Patwardban, Adyar, Madraz, 5.
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Notes and Comments.

First in the Hindu University. . .

‘Miss Bina Ghosh of Benares, in the recent M.A, .examn}atmn,
not only passed in the First Division, but sccured the highest degree
in the University. Her subject was I\Iathemahﬁ;s. Her craving f?l
knowledge is not yet satisfied. She will study iumther fqr the* D.Se.
Miss Ghosh was a former student in the Theowphwal erlg’ School,
Benares, and passed with credit the Matriculahpq exam}natmn there.
Not very many years ago it was thought that Hindu girls would be
unable to compete with bOVS in High School, College, and University.

_ The records show that this estimate of the capabilities of girls wag

a mistake. Thoey are every whit as capable as their brothers.

Lala Lajpat Rai at a Great Mceting in Madras.

At a meeting held during Lala Lajpat Rai’s visit to Madras last
mcenth organised by the Women’s Indian Association and the League
of )i outh rogmdmg Women’s Problems, after remarking that he be-
lieved that Woman’s cause was Man’s he went on to say that poht.'lcal
conditions reflect social conditious, Even if, by some freak, we achiev-
ed political freedom, we must be able to keep it up. So, reform
society, Fo had changed his opinion witl advaneing years and

realized that old em,l)lxshed customs could xot be removed without

legislation. We cannot afford to wait until. we are free. No deubt

we shonld build vp public opinion; if the orthodox. fhreatened stor e, -

let us remember Thnt storms were, afier all, the har,ingers of gunle
r,;ml s Bluid up,”” ke said, “a publie opzmou in favour ot" laté fnar-
ringes.”” Hinduism had proved itseif in bistory to be capable of
rmd;minwnt to changing circumstances, It was uh:oh'tolv NeCeSSATY
to’ g_,L ¢ out of our present fossilised conditions. We are a logic-ridden
race'; but for once let us be bold and illogickl. Wordy spirituality
was uot going to save India. What of the future? We need not
attack, but we shonld be able to resist the great mouster of Imperia-
lism with its hunger for markets, for trade and for fresh territory.

_Our struggle was ;vomv to be very hard, for Western d1plomacv wil

nothing but a fine art in prabtmmg deception. Were We going to h«,
goft food for olher people?
©0
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STRI-DHARMA

*“ I believe,”” he said, * in human brotherhood, in a righteous inter-
nationalism; but that has yel to be developed.” At present India
is a4 graveyard of human hopes, aspirations and potentialities.

committee on Child Marriage.

August is not far off and vet the full personnel of the Cominittee
to be appointed by the Gtovernment to sound.public opinion has not
been made known. 8o far we know only two who have been
nominated on this Committee—Dr. Beadeon, a lady doctor, and Mr. A.
Ramaswami Mudaliar of Madras,

This is a vital matter-in India to-day; so mueh depends on the
personnel of the Committee. Certainly it should be representative,
but we, the women of India, demand that there should be at least an
equal number of women as men on this committee, the majority we
feel should be enlightened Hindu women. " The orthodox will natur-
ally oppose all disturbance in the well-established order of things.
We should be sympathetic to the feelings and customs of orthodox
India; and yet this pernicious custom of child marriage is draining
India’s vitality. It is causing untold suffering and unhappiness to
millions of children, suffering and unhappiness hardly realised at such
an carly age but, as years pass, becoming more acnte and unbearable,
uniil they become numbed by it all. (We quote the following few
words from Mahatma Gandhi, * This custom of child marriage is
a moral as well as a physical evil, TFor it undermines oar morals and
induces physical degeneration. By countenancing such customs we
recede from God as well as Swaraj. A man who has no thought of the
tender age of a girl hag none of God. And undergrown men have no
capacity for fighting baitles of frecdom, or, having gained it, of retain-
ing it.”” Fight for Swaraj means not mere political awakening but an

-all round awakening, social, educational, moral, economie, political.

N -

First“in the Madras Presidency.

We offer our very hearty comgraiulations to Shrimati Kalyani-

Kulti on the great distinction she has won at {he recent B.A. examina-
tion” held by the University of Madras. She has eome first in the
wholé Presidency in the B.A. Honors' Course in History and Econo-
mies, gaining two medals in addition, the ¢ Todhunter Prize ’ in History
and the ¢ Akkamma Garu Gold Medal * in English, W feel sure that
Sll}*inmti Kalyani Kutti will utilise her undoubted {alents in the awak-
en:ng of the women of India, helping them to take the place to which
they are destined, of guiding India upon the pathway of her new-born
Freedom. Tf Indian women lead, India’s future is securve. Already,
90
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* NOTES AND CONMENTS

women in 111(1ia to-day are well fulfilling the expectations born of the
greatness of Indian womanhood in the past. Yet another Indian lady
comes, we feel sure, to join the ranks of those who are filling posts of
honour and responsibility. ’

And vet ansther Lady Honorary Magistrate.

Mrs. Lakshmana Rao, a prominent member of the Women's Indian
Association and who was one of the Madras delegates to the recent
‘Women’s Conference held in Delhi, has been appointed Honorary
Magistrate for Tinnevelly vice Mrs. K. Sathianadhan, M.A., resigned.
Mrs. Lakshiman Rao is in charge of the Melmandhai Zemin and comes
of the late Rajah Sir T. Madhava Rao’s family. She is particularly
interested in the inheritance rights of women and we are sure this
new responsible position will give her an added experience to carry
on her work. We wish her all success. '

Education of sirls, Motion in the Assembly,

Yet another resolution is to be bronght up in the Assembly to
further the education of girls in India. We learn that Mr. J. C.
Chatterjee has given notice of a resolution at the next session of the
Legislative  Assembly, urging the Government to sanction snbstantial
capital and also a recurring grant for the furtherance of girl’s educa-
tion in the centrally  administered territories; and as a first step to
establish a first class college for training women teachers. Ile also
asks for the appointment of » Committee including prominent women
to inquire and report on the subject. -

Protest meetings against Child Marriage Bill.

There have been a number of meetings held. in Southern India by
the orthodox section of Hindus protesting against the forthcoming
Bill preventing Child Marriage. The reasons given are based on
orthodoxy and superstitions which they call Shastras and Religion.
At one such meeting it was said ‘¢ No such Bill was in any measure
urgently necessary. Such bills promulgated by faddists in advance
of popular ideas aud beliefs were found to prove fruitless.”” Then
there is always the reason of the Brilish Government’s pledge to
religious neutrality. They compare the Western and Aryan systems
of marriage, ‘‘ the one creating contractual relations and the other a
permanent and sacred bond, which even death did not break.”” They
fear that if this Bill is passed it will wipe out all our ancient customs
and manners and violate the ordinances prescribed in the Smritis and
Shastras.

91



STRI-DHALMA

We who believe and realise {he urgent necessity of the prewutun
of Child Marriage do not care what customs prevail regarding marri-
age in the West or any other country at the present moment. We gee
the suffering eaused by the injustice of bindiug two vonng children in
a bend which even death does nof hreak, What right have the elders to
deprive {he bors and girls of their freedom and happy davs of care-free
chifdhood? Why ruin their health? Why not give epportunities 1o
educate them? Why burden their voung shoulders with xemponamh-
fiesz of a family life, of bearing children when they themselves are in
necd of being cared for by ‘{ha ir parents? What Shastra or religion
{5o-cul vd) telia ud that we must econtinue inflieting xnﬂulmg on the
children in India? We are all agreed that public opinion has to be
educated; and, instead of hu]dmw protest. meetings, would it not be
beifer for Hlm(- of the orthodox MHindus, who do noi wish for legisla-
tion, and yet regard Child ’\iarmaﬂ"c as an evil in India, to use their
energics in ('re;t‘mv public epinion?  Then it would not matter what
laws are passed.

A EBtatement to the Press. . ]
Malati Pa*wa“'ﬂ%‘m, Hon. Secretary, Women’s Indian
188 18 u,c:d the _LDLU’\"I’H“ Statoment to ';he 1:’1'@5:; P

<ot

i

Ammal’s a neptaue” cf a p]ctCP on thb Au\xhar} L‘dnc'ztmn JommlttM. Saon
after 1he arrival of the Sinon Commission in India, the Women’s Indian Asso-
ciation izsued & statement protesting against ity constitution as an insult to the
women of India. *‘ It cannot sec its way,”’ concluded ihe statement, ¢ to po-
operate with it as it i3 at present constituted.”” Dr, Muthulakshmi Ammal, as
one of the Viee-Presidents of the Association, was a signatory to this etatement,

. Luter, in the debate in the Madras Lu":xlnnve Counci! on the Simon Commission,
ghe voted for its boyeott, Nothing has bappened sinee to alter our mmude
Aowards the Commission; and, on whatever peraonal prounds Dr. Muthulakshiad
Amrual may have skifled her standpolnt, she owes an explsnaiion to the
V.’un:*:n 5 Irdn n .1"‘"1“1“1]“t’ inr thr‘ :‘tr‘p sz‘ns; h g 1 Imn '=1 4:s.asnsrz:1‘i'§}';g to work
Liner r'.,he E;ﬂe»

”H ]m p( wmition on Hw }uw«"ﬂ**'l‘ i h
w“d!.m" Lu?:- sanetionad o- 0]11:1“Hf:m; witlh ?}“
mbers of the Exeeutive to eonside
t guch 11‘5.55‘(1:)5&4.3{::1:-11 e
//
.4’/
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King Custom.
(A Parable)
Mitrax A. Tata, M.Se,, Bar-at-Law.

There was once a fair country by the name of Arvaterra., Mighiy
rivers flowed through the land clothing {he countryside with brilliant
verdure. - The mountaing veiled with fleeey clouds reaved high their
proud heads, as if supporting the very Heavens. There wasg, howevar,
a certain subtle, indeseribable ammn about so beantiful a couniry,
King Custom reigned supreme in the land and Kivg Custom was all
powerful; his minions were legion, his laws inexorable, his rule ruth-
less. His Fori, built on the Rock of Antfiquity, was very strong and
was surrounded by the moatl superstition, whose tdwmnt waters
exhaled noxious vapours. At every turn priests and fierce, old, witeh-
like women, with faces devoid of all humanity, suarded the e‘a*ed lead-
ing up to the castle where custom held court. Clouds of Ignorance
hung like a pall over the country, whilst constant dust storms ni
Fanatic Passions nearly blinded the pidople and prevented their sceing
clearly. The king lived enshrouded in mystery. Very few of h]
people had seen his face; sorme said he was ugly, terrible ag a dragon;
others said that he did not come oul lest his ho&utv should dazzle and
blind the people. So with his consort Prudery and his son Bigotry
King Custom lived in vetirement, whilst his prlmo mirister, the High
Priest, ruled in his name. The priests living in the shade cast by the
Clouds of Ignorance could uot bear the light of {he Sun of 'ruth, Tl\e 2
had huge engines with which they could raise terrible dast storms, and
during these dust storms the castle seemed forbidding and impreg-
nable. ‘

The people of the counlry were of strange mien. Mostly anaemic
and listless they moved laboriously. The women were all {hickly
veited, for Queen Prudery had ordered that they should carry the
double veils of Ignorance and Prudery. The men had blin kers, soma
of vhich had actually grown out of their sking. Millstones of Uuh Forn
Opinions and Traditions swung from their necks, makmg all forward
movements slow and laborious.

Fven babes had small pieces of these stones tied round their
tender necks, the weight being slowly increased as the child grew

' <)
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STRI-DITARMA

older. Some ancientg were over-weighted with these and eould hardly-
move. The men who earried the largest stones, however, were the
most respected and honoured of the eitizens, and the people looked
askance at those upstart veung men who went forward impetuounsly,
with big sivid s wasedlie tusignia of the ancient
order. King Costom was very Ju i conferrine hononrs on his

v, ho was
wore 1he iren choins

-4 as {hey woeal about

o

ra generous o women;
the glorious order of Prejudies, whieli of

weir daily {asks.

"Mhe social world was broken up info sections by narrow, dividiag
walls, and people lived in elans, vach clin being a seif-contained unii,
The condition of the high reads was perilous; people drove along the
old ruls which became deeper as time went on.  Woe {0 the bold spirit
whe thonght of driving otherwise, for his chariot offen broke dewn
and he received bruises and the jeers of the passers-by for his foliy
and hardihood. People had not yet learnt to level up the high road
of life’s way and harden it with the tar known as Laissez-faire.

_One must not think, however, that the people were uphappy under
the rule of King Custom. They were not actively happy vet they
were not unhappy. Law and order prevailed everywhere, and Peace,
the peace‘ivhi.ch pervades a stagnant pool on a hot summer’s after-
noon. The counirvside was certainly secure from the depredations
of highway men with red mental complexes. The people lived and
died as their fore-fathers had done in triumphant medioerity. They
abhorred what they called new-fangled notions, and thought it sin to
Dbe wiser than their aneestors. ¢ Phe aneient law givers weve (fod-
inspired and therefore infallible,”? said they, ¢ Onr king is their repre-
senfative, it is impertinence to think that we can be wiser than they.”
Fach man wanted the good word of his neighbour, who was {lattered
when he saw the image of himself in another respectable citizen, thus
engendering a dull, dead wniformity. The citizens were mightily
proud of the administration of justice in their Kingdom. Riech and
poor, high-born and low-born were all ruled with the same iron rod.
If at all, the laws were lenient for the lower classes, who often dis-
regarded them; but the slightest breach on the part of any oue of the
higher classes, the Pillars of Staic, brought forth immediate and
severe castigation. Spontaniety and vivacity the people had not, but
serenity and resignation were stamped on their faces.

-King Custom ordered that girls were to he married before they
were thirteen years old. As soon as that age was attained the King’s

94

‘gw(zmcn Ah.‘ld grown Tesentful and brooded over their w
aised the Standard of revolt and threw their veils to the

5

KING CUSTOM

officers seized the girl and marvied her to the highest bidder in the
clan. The protests of the girl were unavailing ; the parents t:ll'E511'1‘q(7‘l“.;'(‘S
were helpiess, being like marioneties in the hands of the offuma
'l"here was a pertaill indifference to the suffering and pain of otli(?r;a:
It a (tl}lld rsuﬁ”ered tortures, or was unhappy or became a widow, it
was her Karma. What conld the others do? Besides, the peo" le
were themselves very sensitive to pain; they would *aﬂ;er see thFeir
young one suffer, beal their heads and say,'Karma than th;*;melvoq
bgar the pains and penalties inflicted by the King fo’r illfrillg'énl;]lt ni
-}ns laws. If a girl lost her husband, it at once revealed hér as a sinnér
in past lives, and she bad to expiate those sins by dr@; ry, ]’ 1 s
exigtence in this life. ¥ reaty fopeless
| .Thus tﬁll?xg's. Well%t on for many, many vears. Kvery now and
again, some foolish, impetuous youth, fired by the sieht of the need
less suffering about him, attacked the King and his ofﬁzerq He \“;(i
shout from the housetops to the people to change toi ri!e in r(: ?Li‘t-
but the dwellers within would turn a deaf ear., aid’ with :anu"e:l o -
ter‘nptuoussmiles say, ‘“ Hark at the madman ! R S

‘ _gng peor youth, heart-broken by their apathy, often commitied-
M1 e 8 3 1 v |
s’uu,f ide in the slough of despondency. Nevertheless, ¢ words had gone
iorvl} which k)lgW no re.tum.” Though outwardly peaceful people
became more and more discoutented and restive. Greator mu;ﬂ')érq of
voung persons attended the School kept by Dr. Kuowledgo me
the observatory they saw visions of men and women o »
o s ) Ty N . e 12
§{11p of that d cadly sterile monster called apathy, but free, radiant
" o ) ey N . ¥ ) SARY A 3 AL T L
noyant d,nl(% he_lf:-comulen’r. The veils had been cast ~:;ide, and ﬂ‘Z
pure, heantiful faees of women shone with 2 hidden -~[-“-~;< t} ey
puve, hesutitul faces of e P with a hidden strength and radi-
;nu:].ﬂumd:x, oS, ]rm.;zg.\tnne.s prevented pregress no more, and 1;1;-11
rod the eavth with the air of ¢ T iy w8 were, di

S ETLELT - tods. T vering elonds were, di
e ] Lhe S g Tt 0 the lowering clouds were dis-
R sun of Lruth shone over the laud making it a hundred
foid prore beautiful and luxnriant. U e

no more in the

] ?}n these ;m?:mls stirred the youths to the depths of their souls
. P g ' . ALY SO
and they eried, ‘‘ Let us make these dreams a realitv.’” The Veilwd’

rongs. A few

though willing, still held buck, doubtful of their. o ooss othess,

I)riests implored, then cursed and eried ;maﬂ,e[;l(.:“”rpr;o,_wm's' Th(?
Young Rebc}s or Youth Leaguers paraded the stre(:fé th 3& f“_‘m'h_y of
ail f.,he'barrmrs, }evgl]ing up the roads, breakine fhé i;-m“ 't;‘%é'}lpwn.'
}.4).1-9\]}.1(11'09, Scetarianism.  The sound of their tri u:;n sha -1-011 chats of
ed King Custom; and he trembled for his safety Wl!lel; 1;{::) f.l%bj‘:‘mch-

. ’ > HaW women
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STRI-DHARMA

in the advancing army, for when his most faithful followers turned’
against him his cause was lost. Was it not’said that women can nerve
or unnerve, make or mar menf And when women will to do a thing
nou even the Gods can prevent them from carrying out their object;
for are they mot embodiments of Shakti and how can the Geds deny

when Shakt: demands?

Slowly at first, but steadily, the army of women and of 'youths

advanced, led by young-old women generals, scarred with the scars’

of many fights. The artillery from the Castle boomed, the engines
raised dust storms, a few of the weak and cowardly sought shelter;
bu. the ever increasing army marched on, singing triumphant songs
and flinging the bridge of Iinlightened Faith across the moat of super-
stition, they seized the castle, took King Custom and his officers prison-
ers, and bound them hand and foot. The dream had become a reality.

Mithan 4. Tata.

FROM ¢ A PAGEANT OF GREAT WOMEN.?

Woman: I have an equal, not a master, now.
1 will go speak with him as peer with peer.
Free woman with free man. -
Justice: ‘Then let thy words be just and wise.
Woman: They shall be wise and just;
. Pree words, and therefore honest...... lhus I’ll speak him!
I have no guarrel with you; but I stand
For the clear right to hold my life my ows:
The cleur elean right! To mould it as I will ‘ '
Not as you will, with or apart from you.
To make of it a thing of brain and bloud,
Of tangible substauce and of turbulent thought——
No thin, grey shadew of the life of man!
Your love, perchance, may sel a ercwn on it;
But I may erown myself iu other ways—-
(A3 you have done who are ose flesh with me).
1 have no quarrcl with you; but henceforth
Thig you must know: The world is mine, as yours,
The pulsing strength and passion and heart of it;
The work I set my hand to, woman’s waork,
Beeause 1 set my hand to it.  Henceforth
For my ovwn deeds rayscl- am angwerable
To my own soul.
Yor thig in days to come
You, too, will thavk me. Now yeu laugh, bat I
Laugh, too, o lavghter without bitter:ess;
Feoling the riot and rush of erowding hopes, .
Dreams, longings, and vehioment powers; and knowing this—-
"'i3 good to Le alive when morning dawns!

NG

—Cively Hamilton.
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Orne of the most terrible effects of modern Indian life is the growth
of the social evil in the large towns, owing to the presence theve of
-agt numbers of poor ignorant women who come up from the country

seeking work., When they arc not able to find it they arve tempted fo -

sell their bodies for shame in order to prevent starvation. Those who
have worked as social workers in Bombay and Calcutta kuow the
vast extent of the spread of this evil and the most dangerous thing
aboul it is this: that muny of these poor unfortunate women go back
to their villages and spread their iufeelion far and wide.

I have only dealt in this article with the somewhat ¢ glarving pro-
blems\m‘rh which the Labour Movewmcent in India is faced 10 day.
We need the soeial conseience of edueated India both among men and
women to be roused to meet these evils., At present, very fow of us

have passed beyond whal may be called the domestie stage. We'liwve

not yet lear ned to lovk outside our own family eivele. - Bot the very
instinet of motherhood and sisterhood, which the family cirele itself
develops, can find its most beantiful expression when an Iudian lady
becomes the mother or the sister of her own people. ‘

There is one phrase in Western History that always sounds sweet
{o my own eavs. It is the phrase ¢ Little Sisters of the Poor.” We
have in India already some ¢ Little Sisters of the Poor,” who work in
{he Seva Saden avd othor institutions.  DBut how few are they as yet
in number and how encrmous ig the task which they are called 1 upon
{o perform!

If the Women’s Movement in Indin, of which Sirt Diariea is the
fiterary vehiels, can erncourage more and more the organisation of
volde-jearted Indinu eduented women in the service of the voor, then
tho work thus doune for {the Motherland will far exceed i value and
Imporlunce any other form of politieal service

»

C. V. dudrews.

Tradition which has lost ils seoul
& special interview glvew by B A, J. Krishnamurti fo the Free
: . 7 Press of India.

Tl Frue Encwny of Freedom—~Inner and outer freedom can-

nol be separvated, Greater than sny conntry is life; and it is only
whon a eountry han realised, and adjusted itzelf to the deeper laws
of life that it is, or ean be, realiy free, From this point of view,
thore is no ebsolutely {ree mmntry to-day.” There are cverywiere
merely degrees of frecdom. Duf in every ease wheve poli"if‘ﬂ] free-
dow: exists, {Lere will also be found co-existing with it a cevtain free-
dom from Hu- !mi of nareal vestrictions which curb and confine the
sponiancons : ereative flow of life. The true enemy of freedom
ig dead tradition; living al sceand-hand; the enslavement of the life
of to-day te the worn-out fermulas of a pnast age.,  And there is
haydly n conntry in the world upon whwn the m-,ul kaud of iradition
liea =0 heavily as it does on India. This is the frue Indian problem.
Solve i, and everything else which keeps Tndia baek {o day will melt
awny like the morning mist, The Law of Life cannot be cheated.
Thw e 9 or ommtrv which hag not libevated ite nmm' I fo rommol hoepe
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age, the heartless  vesfrictions which we place on widows, our treat-
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ment of women genervally, the whoele system of wireuchability,—what.
are these Il matters in which the dead welghi of custom has cr:sh-
ed pul of ns {lie ordinary decent feelings which should sweeten and
wrmonige the Jife of human beings?  And what is casie itself hat a
system of organised selfishness—the desive of every mau to feel lim-

solf differant from others, and Lo bi conscious of possessing something
which others da not possess, These and many similar things, ave
our heritage to-day; and 11 is vnder the weight of this heritage that

&

we ave groaning,  But--and this is the important noint—thes are not
3

the whole of onx lievitaze, but only (he dead part of i, Buried under-
neath it 1s India’s tvoe heritage, the living pari, the veal inheritsnce
from the past.  And this is none othor than that geniny for Hberation,
if Tmay call it so, whivh is at the root of the Tndinn nature. Ririp
away all accretions from the Soul of India, and you will iind, etill
strong and living, a profound detachment and a nrofonnd sense of
Reality. - "

It is this deeper Sonl of India which has to be revived te-day;
and it is this which, if it could be revived and given freadom f{or self-
expreasion, would effeet that miracle of re-generation of which I have
spoken. For to such a spirit nothing is irapossible; and, once releas-
ed, it would earry all before i, Not only would it bring political free-
dow us one of its minor and natural results, but it would, in one great
acsl of self-assertion, make India what, T feel, she is Jdestined to ho—
namely, the spiritual centre and dynamo of the Worla.

That we should do—And what iz necessary for this awakening?
Tn the first iastance, true sincerity and the capacity to look our fail-

_ings fraukly in the face; and, in the second instance, the passion of

discontent which must arise from snch a clear-sighted vision. And

“afler this must come the resolnte endeavour, al all coste, to sel onr
house in ovdor and, whenever necessary, fo set present needs abovo
‘old restrietions.  The time for dragging a lengthening chain is over.

We must awake to the shame of having sides to our daily life, which
we eanbnot exhibil to the coolly appraising eve of the outsider. We
must recognise how futile it is {o seck to cover these up with words,
when the eye of the World-Spirit is all the time calnly regarding
them and judging us in their light.  In short, we have got to bring our
India back into harmony with realitv. And only when we have bo-
gun to do this, and mean to go on doing ity can her trne liberation come.

Lessons the West can teach us-—In all this there is much that
we ean learn from other naiions., Lef us not be too proud to learn.
In refinement and eleanliness of physical life, in labour-suving deviees,
100
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inn vocial freedom, in eonlstructive oreganisation, in lionourable co-opera-
tior, and in an impersonal sense of duly, therve are many lessons which
the West ean teach us; and in proportion as our efforts at self-per-
fection are gennine, we shall be ready and glad to learn, and when we
have learnt, we too can teach. Ior ihere ave lessons, which a gpiri-
tually re-awakened India could impart, which ave at present outside
the horizon of Western thought. More than any other nation could
we show it that happiness lies, not in possessions, but in a harmony
between the outer life aud the life of the spirit within, But, in otder
to teach, we have first to make good our right to teach; and this we
ean only do by a wholesale reference of cvery delail of our national
life, not to some set of immemorial injunciions, but to common sense
and the right feeling of to-day. This is the first step in the direction
of true liberation, which, I feel, is necessary for India.
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Social Service.

U, ABravanna,
““That the spirit of Social Service be jnculeated af every siage

o

of education :** (Resolution passed «u! e All-Ipdia " TWomen’s -
ference, Delhi.)

It seems to me quite appropriate, and in the fitness of things, that
the first reselution fo be moved at thig couference shouid be one on
Social Service; for this gathering is itself an embodiment of the spirit
of Soceial Service.

Our present educational system is in need of reform in several
ways. It has tended to makc our boys and girls mere eramming
machines and the only service that they can render to the country lﬁs
fo pass examinations and vie with one anoiher in scoring marks,
The real meaning of edueation is missed; it has lost tonch with life.

The true aim of all education shonld be to unfold and develop
the divinity in every individual. Now, what can be more divine than
the spirit of Social Service which is implanted in every child? Der-
haps no country is in greater need of it than our motherland which
is stricken with poverty, ignorance, illiteracy and disease.

Tt is necessary that the spirit of Secial Serviee should be ineul-
eated in boys and girls at every stage of their edueation. The spirit
of kindness and sympathy with which every child is endowed by nature
should be encouraged hy the teachers and care should he taken that
this divine trait is nof extingnished.

T shall make a few suggestions as to how this may be done.

In the first place, the sympathy of the children should he awaken-
ed and they shoull he enlightened on the condifion of the masses.
One way of doing it is by arranging discunssions in the debating
secielies in sehools and calleges on the pressing evils of the country.

Exeursions of schonl boys and girls to slums and villazes may be
arranged.  Such excursions will bring them into close tonch with the

suffering massas, ) '

_ Tn the Qivls® schooly, sewing parties mav he organised, aud the
girls may eolleet materials and make clothes for the poor, -
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Varieiy e*xtvs.'ia,immm" way be held s moi 4 colleges 1w

’
ald of the suyloms, hospiinls, child-welfare ane d maie ’* cunlres.

Again, stodenls may bold night schools and de honorvary teach-
ing work for the hackward and i.V«I,"‘.'",ki}.lgg; clagses.

T

o eoilege boys may ovg » free lectures to the labouvers and
adters CONCETNInY h(ﬂi}‘ welfare, like sanifati un, é?‘*:vie*
reicoiture, efc, and aiso give them talls ou the discoveries
aocdern sclence with fhe help of slides and on the "Lk:l-uw ns
En ng in olher advanced countries.  Further the students way
. hospitals and prisons, hold couversation with ?Ew 11 '101'1,1111.:{%'0
inmates, play music rnd do any iittla service which would Le heiptul
io them and cheer them up.
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a wide field for $0C:
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Socal sovvice ean also be done by grown-up boys en th Jmu of
&

Bombay secial Ferviee Leagne and reuder kelp iu the suppression of
il-famed hwiues.

Une of 1he most important and beauiiful developuienis of modern
edueation is the Boy-Scout and Girl-Guide movement. Tust at present
the (irl-Guide mwovement bas not made so mueh progress as ifs
connlerpurt.  This institulion should be insisted upon in every school
and college, for it is a movement whieh suits all stages of edueation
and incaleales the habits of seif-relinnee, self-respect and Social Service.

I bave o word to say aboul the {raining of girls in partieular. The
first and primuary nuual service that every woman shonld render is to
know her 1(.:5-;.»0:1&1%)11:1 es as {he mother of the race. She must be made
to realise that her children are not only her own, but also they belong
to the nation aud they are the fulure citizens of the coantry. Iu
bringing up her children, she is discharging a vaticval duty, Tt is
essential for her to know that the lamily, the society and the nation
arg parts of one whol: and the efficient performance of her duties in
one dp])uful upon her undersianding their interdependence. The
home is nol an isolated unit and cannot be dissociated from all ity
reiation to and bedring upoit the socieiy and the nation. 1t is neces-
qooee that she should be ipstructed in mother- cralt and child-wellare.
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This will enable her not only 1o bring up her childven, but will also
help her to open sueh centres for the benelit of the poor.

Tinally, T would like to say a word about the xepkrm}_i(i manner in
which social work is organized in Western conntries.  Without organ-
isation and missionary zeal, no effeetive work ean be done, and here,
we have a lesson to learn from the Weslerner.

1t the spirit of Social Service is inculeated in our edueniionnl
svetem, Sovial Service will in course of fimne hocome an umg.:yrtzﬁx.nﬁ avo-
ention in life for our men and women. Many of them, after finisbing
their education, can take to the work of social uplift.

Lot ns bring cur education iuto touch with life and lot us .zzin_:i. al
{lie highest enlture for our boys and ghvls which wili make thom under-
stand the true values of life.

i, dbhoynba,
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In an erlicle published in & well-inown women's magazive Load Bivkenhoad
that he emaployment of women in industyy is a sige ol the deeline of

status,

Y Une dees not need 1o anticipate that wowmen will ever f11 any bul @
small proportion of the higher posts in industry, commeree or finauce. No-
where is 3t pozsible fo say that a nation has shown a great political advance by
resson of having given the vote to-women.”’

' In practics women have not shown & capacity for broad views, debating
skill, aptitude for honourable give and take and the prudent foresight whieh is
essential to an able Purliamentarian nor do 1 imagine that the later generations
will produce women of larger political attzinment,®’

Miss WiLgiNsoy, M. P, REPLIES (—

‘What have women done to Lord Birkenhead? Wy does the vory idea of
us irritate him so much? From his recent article one would assume that he
only feels that the world is really safe if all the women are put on the chain
at heme, The mere thought of a woman working outside her family in any-
thing but a carefully hand-picked list of truly womanly cecupations seems to
rouse him to fury.

I remember my first Parliamentary fight, when, as a very young and obseure
little nobedy, I fought Ashton-under-Liyne in 1923, Lord Birkenhead came
dovwn lo speak for his fricud, Ste Walter de Freee, the Conservative candidate.
By the time ke had finished lacerating poor little me with bis tongue I began
to feel that 1 must be of some small importance after all. The mere idea of a
wonan daring to oppose his friend seemed to annoy him beyond beuring,

Now the neble lord is a very clever man. Ile gives himsell festiraonials
to that effect from time to time. He has suggested to the British public on
oceasions that his are first-clags brains. But why is it that so many elever men,
who ean diseuss a legal point or a scientific problem with logie and fairness,
refuse to exhibit anything but their prejudices when they begin to talk ahout
womien? We had a marvellous exhibition of this duritg the debate on the
Trranchise Bill. ‘

These gentlemon desire to convinee us that women should all stay at home,
and that apart from some exceptional emergency there is no need for them to
do anything else. Lord Birkenhead, for example, has just declared that for
a fnther tu die and have grown-up daughters without means is an ¢ cxtrome
case '
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But what of the millions of fathers, who Imow that, far from having any-
thing to leave their danghters, thay will in all probability have to be supported
by them in their old age? Does Lord Birkenhead refuse to recopnise the
existence of any but the small class of wealthy people awong whom he moves?

Why have we 1o repeit so often to these clever gentlemer that if they will
ineist on having wars that kill 6 = million men, and damage many thousands
mare, wars that al any rote cannot be blamed on the women, it is ne use
turning round and telling every woman that her job is 1o be a wife and wmuother.
There are at least two million women o whom thal is simnly au aiilhmetical
impossibility, even if every man were to marry as soon as be eould supporl a
wife.

I have never vet seen any wild desive on ithe part of the average man to
keep his sisters, and his cvonsing, and his sunts M addidion fo his wife. He
senkibly sces no reason why able-bodied women should not supmort themselves,

“ AL’ say Lord Birkenhead and lis friends, * but what use ave they
for any bat the most rowtioe jobs. What have women ever dene in the puast
that justifies their present pretensions to freedom?”’ -

I want to ask Lord Birkenhead, as a sportsman, whether he has ever heard
of handicaps? 1 want him to consider some of the handicaps that women have
had to faee in the past. The wonder is, not that so faw have achieved fame,
but that any woman eould have got through the barriers raised against her.

Talke literature. The founder of the English novel was Mrs. Aphra Benn.
Hev work and personality had a very great influence on Richardson and Field-
ing. Scott and Dr. Johnson paid tribute to her genius. But it is only in
comparatively recent times thal the value of her pioneering work has been
generally reeognised. She was ¢ only a woman.’

Janc Austen, one of the most famous writers in our language, had to keep
{he fact of her writing as a dead secret. If visitors were shown into the room
anexpeetedly, she had hastily to cever up her work with sewing. Her novels
were writien amid every kind of domestic distraction. If she had been a.man
her work would have becn recognised as important and the household ordered
to give her quiet and peace.

The senius of the Bronte sisters only left us so little beeause it was consider-
ed of mueh more importance that they should look after an irritable father and
n wastrel brother than that they should have leisure and quiet to write, George
Eliot had a remarkably advanced husband who realised the importance of
giving her genius a chance, but even she had to take a man’s name in order to
get a hearing, as had Georges Sand and other famous women of the nineteenth
century.

The reason why the names that come {irst to one’s mind when thinking of
the noted women of the past ave those of novelists and writers is just Lecause
this was an outlet for which a woman of genius did not need training or es-
pensive apparatus. There may have been women who had the natural gifts
of a Dr. ¥lora Murray, the noted surgeon, or Madame Curie, the great seientist
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who discovered radinm, bui until very recently they were not allowed to touch
a scalpel or attend a class. Now Lord Birkenhead turns round and asks why
have there been no famous women seientists in the past?

Once they were given the tiniest openiug, women came rapidly to the fore
in the medical profession. Florence Nightingale blazed the trail through
difficulties that broke that magnificent constilution. Dr. Garrett Awnderson had
nearly as manuy cbstacles to face in lier hevoie fight for wamen amd for suffering
Inunanity. This is a sample few; there are many more.

The ex-Chancellor is° very concerned about these women politicians. He
fells us that we have not shown that *“‘eupaeity for broad views, the aptilude
for honourable give and take, and the prudent foresight which is so esseniial
to the able parliamentarian.”” Well, with the cxception of Lady Astor, the
women M.P.'s are in all very new. There are eight of us. For a good part of
this Parliament there were only four. Will Lord Birkenhead please tell us with
whom, out of the total of 615, we ure to be compared? '

1f he says that no woman NM.P. knows as much about law as Sir John
Simon, has the varied experience of Mr., Baldwin, the financial knowledge of
Mr. Philip Snowden, { am cerlainly in agreement with him,

Let us compare like with like, Tt is generally admitted in the House of
Commons that the Duechess of Atholl is mueh better worth listening to on
educational subjects than her departmental chief, Tord Eustace Percy, who is
one of the dullest speakers we have. DMiss Margaret Dondfield, when Under-
very awkward holes,  iiss %usan Lawrence is an acknowledeed expert on Ponr
Law administration, infinitely more feaved Dby the Minister of Health than
the magority of her male colleagues.

I wish Lord Birkenhead would take a lesson from the average decent
Tiritish father of daughters. e gives them a clance, praises when he can,
and watches their development with interest. That is all that any ploneers
wve a right to ask.  The next generation will he in a better position than this
to pass o considered judgment, -

~—Pearson’s Weekly.



Wemen the world cver,
Crrpva.

Wonran DirLosmat.

Migs Soume Cheng, the bobhed-haired Chinese givl diplomat, has
boen entrnsted with a mission to M. Briaud and Siv Austenn Chamber-
lain by the Nationalist Government of Nanking. She has reached
F¥rance empowered to demand full recognition of the Nalionalist Go-
vernment by Paris and Londou.

Miss Cheng, nlthough she is a businesslike person—she ordered
more than a hundred heads {o be cut off while scrving as Chief of
Justice and Police at Shanghai during the past vear—was terribly
upset by the long sea journey from China, and is still resting on the
Riviera. Mr., Chang, her private secretary, talked freely about her
mission in [Jurope,

¢ Miss Cheng has becn sent to urope to emphasise to the I'rench
and British Governments (hat the sitnation in China has completely
changed, and that Peking no longer represents the couniry,” he said.

¢ Miss Cheng hopes to persuade France and Englaud {o recognise
our Naticnalist Govermment, and in velurn China is willing to receg-
nige all the treatics made by hey in the past, and also 1o negofiale o
softlernont of the various outragcr; that have been committed on foreign
nationals during the vevolution.”’

Miss Cheng wears ultra-fashiohable clothes, sraokes cigareites
continually, likes a good cocktail, and plays poker. She speaks French
fluently and a fair amount of English and German.

Russia.

Russia’s 150,000 Goveryineg Womnx.

We find a most interesting and instructive article in the Literary
Digest on the part Russian Woren are taking in the Government of
thmr country. Since the revolution in Russia, woman has become
frec, and there has been a wonderful development in the rural Russia.

The amazing figure of more than one hundred and fifty thousand is-

given as the number of women holdi ng elective office in the loc: al governiug
Soviets of towns and villages, Very much larger is the number of those wepry-
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ing on sub-committees and commissions of local governments, participating in
the work of health, taxation, social insnrance, libraries and schools. From
year to year the number of women in more responsible posts inercases; they
are pre‘;idem of village Soviets, members of provineinl exeeutive committees,
deleates to the All-inion Congress, and ¢ven members of the standing govern-
ment of the Sovist 7

nien, the Central Fxeentive Commities,

Tiey work harder than the men—sueh is their vm‘amvnnm and eontident
"”utw«ma fake more interest in village Soviet affaims, * Who cares abent
i and hospitals the way women do?’ one woman official dereanded in the
¢ of & gronp conversation with an American woman, Anna Louise Strong,
who guotes her further as relating that in her village, “There was an old school -
building burned down in the eivil war, and in all the years sinee 1219 no man
President of our Soviet ever had sense enough to get it repaired and started.
But this year we have opened a {lpunkt, or special elass-room, for liguidation
of illiteracy, and repaired s three-room reading hut, and by next year we’ll have
a regular seliool with four classes,” Whereat another of the group chimed in
with the asserfion that woinen ¢ are also better than men in eo-operative work,
They know more about housckeeping, and what is co-operation but houss-
feeeping?” On top of whieh ancther ::tdaimed. ‘1 replaced a wman President
who came under the conrt for drunkenness.’

Cany

The article goes on to describe the experiences of Miss Strong, who was
fravelling from China to Moscow, and who joined the train on whiech were
travelling some delegutes to the Woman’s Conference in Moscow., She had
conversation with muny of the women delegates. MMiss Strong tells us:

* The unoffieial leader of the group was a large, kindly woman, whose lined,
vet plaeid face showed the age-iong hardship and age-long patience of the
Siherian peasant, She was a member of the Central Exeeutive Commitiee of
the Soviet Union, a post equivalent to thut of Senator in the United States
{whieh is the same as a wmember of Legislative Council in India).’

tn answer to questions this woman told Miss Strong:

“Tt is o new world we womer have come into sinee the October Revolu-
then....... ...l am a widow with three ehildren, and life was very hard
for me during the Revolution. T lenrned the trade of poitery in order to get
bread. When the famine year eame, they asked me {o go on the Self-Help
(‘ommlttee for our village.

During that whole winter I worked on the Self-Help Committee, devoting
all my days to it. They made me assistant s secretary, 'The secretary was paid,
but [ was not paid. Then they wanted me to o for them to district COnYEress.,
And I said: * You mwust puy not only my trip but a woman to look after my
ehildven!” At the congress I made a speech; T told all the needs that we had
in our viliage and in all the villages. T told how badly all the worl went. And,
when 1 sat down, I worried: ¢ Now they will be. insulted; for I have spoken
herd, steaight unpleasantmess.” But at the end of the congress they said to
me: ° Anisia Ustipovna, we are going to elect you to go to the provineial con-
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gress!” Yeried: *To the provinee? But what shall I do there? *  And thuy
said: ¢ You ean tell them there, very strong, how bad things aveg in this wolest.”

So that was how I eame into pelities. And now, whenever 1 teavel, the
Jovermmen® pays a woman to look affer my children. And I werk at organiz-
ing women and at going to meetings, insread of at potlery. Tor the provineial
gongress, where also T made a speech, sent me to the Ail-Russian longress, and
fater I went te the All-Union Congress, and there they put me en the (lentral
Hreeoutive Committee, '

I asked Anisia Ustipoyna if she was a Communist, ¢ No,” she replied,
witheut the slightest flavove of apology, ‘I am one of the representatives of the
great non-party masses whiehh Lenin said should be drawn into the work of
the Government.’

Miss Strong then relates how she bhad mueh conversation with the women
delegates., One little conversation is worth reeovding :

“ In our distriet are seventy-four villigrs and T am the frst worian Presi-
dent of a Soviet there, In nine years the men did not get a school going in
our village, but I got one thiy year., We had one hundred and tlirty-seven
houses and not a single fire-machine, but now we have one. Till last year, the
land stayed as under the Czar, but T got it surveved and redistricted. Now
they say, * A woman takes belter care of a village household than a mau Jdees.’
Her pride was impersonal; she bragged not of herself but of womanhood."”

¢

Mliss Strong then arrived at Moscow and further tells us:

When I visited their great congress in Moscow, where they are debating
important questions of government, they spoke not for my ears, but for the cars
of their own officials, appealing for more schools, more hospitals, more con-
sideration, each for her own district.

- There were 811 delegates present with full voie, and 221 with advisory
voice, all echosen from the preliminary regional congress of women. JMore than
two hnndred women took active part in the discussions,.with five and ten
minute speeches from the platform. The hall was a blaze of picturesaue colour;
for of tlie delegzates only about half were Russzians; there were 116 Ukrainians
and 221 of the miseellaneous nationalitics that make up the grest vaviely of
the Seoviet Union. They wore their good elothes to the congress. but these
were mot good clothes of Eurapean pattern; they were embroidered peasant

smoeks from the Ukraine, high-peaked head-gear from the East, great white .

weollen head drapes, {for instance, marking the Tzhel women, The only Torm
of head-gear not visible in the entire congress was an ordinary Buaropean hat;
all wore some form of kerchief or shawl or Orienfal drapery. The Lerngread
delegation duly proelaimed its unity hy appeaving in red kevchieis, stamp- °

<13 - - . on N . P » .
ed with the year and an appropriate design, the gilt of the Leningead Toxtile |
Workers to the preliminary regional congress, ‘ ¥

-
V.IMLWd«S nreresting to mote that, in the many speeckes made ou wvaries .
subijects by women delegaten of all vepions and mees, the sharpest nued bitterest
10 ‘
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eritivisins were directed, never toward the Ceatval Government snd ils poliey,
bt toward local backwurdpess and local failnres {o Lulfil the ideals and decrees
disseminated from ¢ The Centre.” On one matter enly, it was muncured, the
Contral Government pad to feel anxiety—the question of wedke. - Would
thess women, who fell so strongly the #vils of drunkenness in their villages,
ring in some resolution denouncing the legahization of the government liguor
< 1t w0, what would the Government Jdo in the emburrassing situalion?
Dt tie situation never arcse. Either the womeou were tuo new in their orpani-
zotion to question anything so high as ‘ The Cenire’; or they realized with
hard peasant shrewdness that Governmment decrees could accomplish little until
the villages themselves were veady to tackle the problem of the home-biewed
SAMOGOR, .

“Put, if they did not find favlt with the policies of the Central Government,
they made sharp and continuous eriticisins on the measure of the new benefits
vouchsufed to or utilized by their own districts. After Krupskaya’s report
on rducation, a peasant woman in red-and-blue calico, und with hair dravn
tight back, arose and came io the platform. She stumbled at ﬁrs'lt in her
speech, tifl she had adjusted Lersclf to this great, unaceustomed rediand-gold
auditorium, and then she went on te complain about the lack of scheols in her
region, * We bave 60,600 children of school age,” she deciared, ‘ and only
24,000 are in school.” A Moserw delegate near me whispered: ° She eomes
from Altai on the borders of Mongelia, They never had schoels of any kind
hefore. What does she want in ten years ’7 But o women from Uzbelistan,
with a white, peaked shawl cn her head, now added that ¢ all the secondury
schools arce In the towny, and it costs at least fiftoen roubles a month to keep 2
child there. Our distriet needs special help; for the people are so poor *hat
hatif of them are freed from taxes.’

Fraxcr,
Frewen Foreien Orriop Ymees 1o Oncanizepy WoMmew,”

The admission of woemen to the examination for the French diplo-
matic service is the vesnlt of the urgent demand made by the Associa-
tion of Women Lawyvers upon the Minister of Foveign Affairs, accord-
ing to Odette Simon, a member of the Association’s executive
committee. The Association of Women Lawyers had been organized
only a few weeks when it sceured this imporiant vietory.

Though an incomplete vietory, since wornen who pass the exami-
nation are not yet eligible for appointment to foreign posts but must
serve in the Home Office of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, it ¢ sets
the door to a career ajar ’; and the expectation is that when women

\ prove themselves qualified, it will be thrown wide open. The first

andidate is Luce Camuzet, doctor of law, graduate of the Beole des
Weiences Politiques, and holder of a degree from the Academy of

*From Equal Righles.
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International Low al the Hague. She will take her examination next
June and is contidently expreted to pass with a high rating.

When she has passed, the Assoclation of Women Lawvers intends
to press for a law permitting women to exercise the funetions of all
grades and positions in the foreign service. In this they will have
co-operation of the Feminisl organizations. In faet, the demand of
the Association npon the Minister of Foreign Affairs was also backed
by the Association of University Women and by the National Council
of Wonien. '
Faexwen Feminists Avorr New Tactics.

Freneh suffragettes, on Mareh 16th, raided the austere atmosphere
of the Ifrench Senate, interrupling a debate on army reforms and
showering the surprised salons with handbills, according to the dsso-
cialed Press. '

About fitty of the women, representing virtually all Feminist
associations, took seats in the public gallery. General Bdouard
Hirchauner, Senator from Lorraire, outiined the plan of the army
reform bills on behalf \of the-Government. As he finished, 2 voice
from the gallery said: ' ~ ’

“We protest. It is uscless to adopt these bills. 'If women had
the vote war would be abolished.”

The amazed senators saw Mme. Haase, i of the Feminist fenders,
standing in her seat. -Maria Yuroue, a lawyer, and Lounise Brunct
also voiced objections, Tlen the whole band showered huundreds
of haudhbills {rom the gallery. : ,

As soon as the Senate atfendants had recovered from their sur-

* prige they cleaved the gallery, but as the guflragettes were conducted

outside the chamber they declared themselves elated with the suecoss
of their demoustiration.

2%
Arrenica,

Srarers, ATronnbys-ar-Law,

Lageille M. Jessurun, 23, and 8. Vivienne Jessurun, 21, have opened

officcs together in Newark, New Jersey, as atlorneys. The elder Miss
Jessurun is at the same time coaching her young hushand, L. Bdward
:Uie"ﬁ.zmey, for his bar examinations. Oune is a graduate of New York
Cniversity and the other of the New Jersvy Law School.
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