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Address of Welcome
3¥ Beeum MazrruL Haque, Caamemax oF TaE REcrrTiON COMMITTEE.

Lady Stephenson, Your Highness, my respected sisters and bre-
hren, ~

You have gathered in this ancient town of Patna from the dis-

ant corners of this vast land of India, having undergone the hard-
hips of long journeys not for the love of pleasure and sight-seeing,
»ut to devise remedies for the great sorrow that you feel at the sad
zondition of our sisters in this country. I most humbly but sincerely
welcome you to this Conference. The great work for which you have
taken all this trouble is a very important and necessary work, upon
the completion of which the advancement of India depends. We have
tried our best to think of your comfort and convenience, but you can
well understand that it is not possible to get all the comforts of home
in another place. I hope that by your generosity you will forgive us
our shortcomings. :

This is the 3rd sitting of the All-India Ladies Conference.
The first sitting was held at Poona under the brilliant presidency
of Her MHighness the Maharani of Baroda ; the second was
held at Delhi, the Capital of India under the august presidentship of
Her Highness the Begum mother of Bhopal. This is the third Con-
ference which is being held under the presidentship of Her Highness
the Dowager Rani of Mandi. On behalf of the ladies of Behar I
thank Her Highness that she has generously accepted our invitation
and honoured us by her presence here. Your Highness, your pre-
decessors who graced the presidential chair were the great rulers of
independent States and the success of the conferences held under
their lead is well-known throughout India. I fully hope that the pre-
sent Conference that is being held at Patna will achieve the same,
rather a greater, amount of success under your presidentship.

Respected sisters, it is my duty as a chairwoman of this Con-
ference to extend my welcome to you and not to discuss questions which
will be the duty of others to discuss, but I hope that you by vour kind-
ness will forgive me if I by your leave express my thoughts on one or
two matters. We have to traverse a long and distant road in our
work. We see that in India hardly any work has been done for the
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advancement of the women of this land, if we except the solitary

Women’s University of Poona founded by Professor Karve. Lool
around this our vast country of India—you will not find any institu
tion with the exception of a few girls’ schools where our girls can be

given higher education. This question of women’s education is the .

root question npon which the advancement and welfare of the Tndiar

nation depends. The people whose mothers and daughters are ignor- -

ant cannot be called a nation. A nation is bred and bronght up in
its mothers’ laps. There is a saying of the Prophet of Islam that
‘‘Paradise lies under the feet of vour mothers’’. The people who
do not respect their women if not destroyed to-day will be destroyed
to-morrow. Please think what is the cause of the downfall of India.

Simply the ignorance of the women of this land. If our women had

been educated the men would not have experienced the difficulties that

they are experiencing to-day. We women can do much that men
cannot do.  Kindly do not think that I am hoasting, but this is a fact -
which everyone after a little consideration can understand. After

all, men are brought up and nursed in our laps and they get their in-
tellect and intelligence from us. Whatever intelligence we have men
also will possess the same. It is possible that education may increase
their intelligence but I claim that if we also get the same kind of edu-
cation we can rightly claim equality with men.

The second point which is in my opinion even more important
than that of education is the question of purdah. It is pleasant to

contemplate that purdah is not so universal as people think. The

Muslim community is affected by it more than others and that also in
this province of Behar. The women of the poorer classes who out-
number the others go out of their houses publicly without any purdah,
but the women of the wealthier and middle classes live in strict seclu-
sion. The purdah which is found amongst the women of Behar is
not found in any country of the world. Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan
_are Islamic countries, but in these countries also the ladies have got
freedom to a great extent. Behar cannot boast of even this much
freedom. There ladies are confined within the four walls of their
houses and no one can hear their voice, let alone see their faces. There
are other provinces in India where no such strictness is forced upon
the women-folk. I myself come from the family of Tyabji which
gave up this custom about fifty years ago and now we can go and
mix freely with others. You know that even in Behar a movement
has been started by my Hindu sisters that this custom should be

abolished and there is every hope that this movement will succeed. -

You see the result of this movement with your own eyes in this hall.
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M fany ladies who lived in strict purdah are present here and they have
kielped to make the Conference successful. They have collected so
r.nuch money that there will be no difficulty in meeting the expenses of
t:his Conference. We all should be thankful to them. If the ladies
f India will make similar combined effort, then the future of their
¢ 1dvancement will be assured. The evils of purdah are obvious. T,
1 vill here only refer to one, and that is, it is impossible to educate our

* girls properly under this custom. I have seen with my own eyes that

girls of three or four years of age cannot come out of their houses.

. How can the girls be educated under these conditions? I have heard
" that the ladies of Turkey ordinarily know four or five langnages and

that their education is well advanced. It appears from the papers
that the ladies of Turkev and Persia have freed themselves from
the trammels of ‘burqa’ and that even in Afghanistan this reform
has commenced. Her Majesty Seeraiya Begum, the Queen of Afghan-
istan, has discarded her ‘burqa’. In India our two first Presidents
of the Conference have freely attended our sittings. I consider this
a good angury for the advancement of Tndia.

These are the few thoughts which come surging in my mind and
I could not but express them, and hope that I shall be forgiven if I
have exceeded the correct bounds in which it is considered proper for
ladies to surround themselves. Many resolutions will be moved
before you and if you pass them there would be a regular revolution
in the condition of women of India and they will be able to take
their proper share in the political, economic and social matters just like
the other women of the world.

It would not be improper for me to mention here the name of a
lady who is the life and soul of this session of the Conference. If she
had not taken the great burden of organizing this Conference then,
believe me that this Conference would not have been held here at all.
Her diligence and hard work has brought you all here. She has not
left a single stone unturned in making this Conference a success. The:
lady’s dear name is Sushama Sen, and we can never be too grateful

- for her selfless work.
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Age of Consent

The Age of Consent Committee must have by this time received:‘g
most of the answers to the questions issued by it to various represen-
tative bodies and persons all over India. @~ We shall briefly advert
here to some considerations which the Committee might do well to

remember in its deliberations.

The laws fixing the Age of Consent imply the proposition that
premature sexual relationship is physically and otherwise injurious
to girls, but that at a certain age they are sufficiently acquainted with
themselves and the affairs of life to be fit to govern themselves as they
please. From the point of view of strict logic and morality, the age of
majority—of 18. years—should be the Age of Consent, and future
generations will look back with amazement at the inconsistency and
injustice of a law which prevents girls below a certain age from
making contracts affecting their property, but permits them to make
contracts regarding themselves. But consistency and justice are apt
to be forgotten by men in dealing with the affairs of women or the
problems of sex, and thus we get a compromise fixing the Age of
Consent at fourteen outside marriage relations.

The Age of Consent must depend upon the girl’s age of self-
knowledge, a subjective condition with her, which is the same irres-

pective of the objective circumstance whether it is a Muslim or a -

Christian, a European or an Indian, or even whether it is a stranger
or the husband, who offends against her. But a special concession
has been given to husbands, and the Age of Consent is at present
thirteen when these persons are involved. This is, strictly consider-

ed, a defect in the law: the circumstance that a husband is the offender -

in a case should be a ground for extenuation and lighter punishment,
but not for exculpation and complete acquittal. Justice and logic

require that for determining offences within the married state also,
the age should be the same. Dr. Gour proposes the standard of
sixteen years for extra-marital offences, which would be allowed by .

most people to be reasonable. The same age may well be fixed for
the other class of cases also.
The amendment of 1925, fixing the Age of Consent at thirteen,

AT

has not served any important purpose, except that of a stepping- .
stone to a better state of law. It is well-known that the evil of con- '
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ating a girl’s marriage at an early age exists in a wide-spread

in th.e Brahmana community in South India, among oi)hers

ven with them it is not usual to consnmmate n,]arriages beforé
the wife has attained the age of thirteen. The amendment of 1925
made a gesture of progress and social courage, and like Don Quixote
sought to vanquish an enemy that was Iargely, illusory.

In cases in which the law was violated it was alway ¥
for offenders to escape, because children ’bclow pubelz‘lt}yS E?lsestll?gi
eleven or twelve or thirteen, very much resemble each oth:er. But
puberty is a great physiological event, producing perceptible ex-
ternal changes, and it would be impossible for girls just of the af;e
of puberty or less to simulate those well above that age. Therefo;e
any law which aims at the welfare of Indian women should fix the
Age.of Consent clearly above the age of puberty, and make it im-
possible for offenders to escape by narrow margi;]’s.

Often reformers considering the present problem are asked to
ta}ckle the ptller question of fixing a minimum age of marriage for
glyls as being more cffective to protect them. And when they do
this, they are {old that mariage is a sacrament and that they would
be better advised to consider the question of the Age of Consent
Thqs bet.ween the Bills of Mr. Sarda and Sir Hari S?ngh Gour thc;
Indian girl is to be tossed about without finding refuge in eizcher
They are not wise legislators who would drop one useful Bill on the.
contingency that another more useful may be passed. (New India).
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Awaliening of Sex.

(An extract from a lecture delivered by Dr. Annie Besant al the
Queen’s Hall, London, in June 1928.)

I want, if I can, to point out to you that it is not only the
merchants who have awakened and who are no longer pro-British as
they were. The women also have awakened, and probably you have very
little idea how wide awake they are at the present moment. Indian
women are a good deal in advance of English women, because the poli-
tical position of Indian women was not dec1ded by England. I myself
urged Mr. Montagu very strongly not to make laws against women, be-
cause we had no such laws in India, save in such matters as inheritance.
He thought it would not do for English men to free Indian women, and
so he insisted on leaving them out of the electorate. One of the first
things done by the Indian men was to put them on to the electorates,
and it is a very good thing it has not been done from England, because
the Indian men gave the women of India the same suffrage as they
themselves possessed, so that the women are on complete equality with
Indian men. :

Many causes have worked for this awakening of Indian women, and
there is one point about them that I should like to mention to you: that
one of the results of the Indian women’s position ever since the Musal-
man’s invasion of India—the result of her partial seclusion in some
. parts of India—was that she got into the habit, whenever learning any-
thing useful, of immediately putting it into practice within her own
sphere of lifte. She did not have theories, for instance, that she did
not practise.  She did not accept a principle that she did not try to
work out in her life, and so the result of the enfranchisement has been
that they are not only free as men are free, {o take part in political life,
but they are making use of this freedom. We had no laws to get over
there, only customs. The Universities were always open to women

who wanted to go; there might be family position and obstacles, bul no -

law in the way. And so the result has been that women have taken
their place in Indian life to a greater extent than English women have
taken their place in the public life of the Nation. Xou have not yet, for
mstance, a Deputy Speaker of the House of Commons who is a woman ;
but in the Madras Legislative Council there is a woman, and a very able
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one. She was elected by the men and does her work admirably well.
Indian women have taken various positions—one as a Minister of
Health in an Indian State, and in all matters they do the work for which
they have the capacity, and the result has been that we not only have
women Magistrates, women Ministers of Health and women in other
positions, but there is no barrier.in the way of an Indian woman taking
any position in the Nation for which her capacity and her general
ability to do the duties of ihe position fit her. Under these conditions,
then, the awakening of the women of India has been a very remarkable
thing, and an enormous advantage that we shall very soon reap from
the entranchisement of women is that they are the greatest opponents
of child-marriage in India. The women who were married themselves
as girls know the evil in their own lives caused by child-marriage, and
at all great meetings of Indian women—and they have very large meet-
ings now-—this question of child-marriage has been deﬁnitely voted
agamst and one man who brought in a measure for raising the age of
marriage, said that he did so, because his wife insisted on his doing
so in the Legislative Assembly.

The women, then, in India are thoroughly awake and are carrying
on their work magniticently and, at a great Educational Conference
lately held in Delhi, showed that they can take part in debates and
discussions, many of them speaking either in the lnglish tongue, or
in their own vernacular. At these Conferences Musalmans and
Hindus sit side by side, and one Conference, which had a majority of
Hindu women, was presided over by the late Begum of Bhopal. And

~ s0 that part of the awakening lies in the past ; but that part of the

awakening with which we are concerned is the awakening of Asia as a
whole, which brings the world question into consideration. How great
that awakening is may be realised by the change that has come over
Asian thonght since 1917,
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Gifts of JeWéllery

THE KIND THAT LAST.

Flowers, rare laces, beautiful wearing apparel, although hallowed
by the sentiment that inspired theiw are perishable and gradually fade
from memory. But a gift of jewellery untouched by years; to be worn
by generation after gencration, remains a joy for ever.

From time immemorial, women have ever craved for the adorn-
ment which only the possession of jewellery can satisfy and at
SURAJMAL’S can be found the fulfilment of their desires, whether it
be Diamonds, Pearls, Rubies, Sapphires, Ilmeralds and other precious
stones in Earrings, Rings, Brooches, Bar Pins, Necklaces, ete.

Much of the beauty of the precious gems depend upon the
artistic manner in which they are mounted. Every jewel is mounted
in settings designed by 4 master artist in purest of metals.

You can purchase with the full assurance of life-long satisfaction
at our ONE-RA'TE prices which are the lowest.

The best are always the cheapest in the long run.

AODORN YOUR MOMES

With our silver Beauties, made of purest metal be speaking
yvou culture and refinement, '

Surajmal Lallubhai & Co.,

Home of Honest Service,

Diamond Merchanlts, Jewellers, Gold ana Silver Smiths.

313, Esplanade, 135, Big Bazaar,
Madras. Trichy.

Tf it is Sarees whether Benares, Karachi

or from any place manufactured
in India.

3. R. B. & Sons is the word for
guarantee and quality.

6 Yards Sarees A Speciality

New Designs made to order

Fast colours Guaranteed

S. R. Baluswamy Iyer & Sops,

The Premier Madura, Benares & Karachi
Sikk Merchants, Manufacturers and embroiders,

No. 83, Nyneappa Naick Street,
Tel. : “ SARAH *. Park Town, MADRAS.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS

the small intervals between successive births, and the remedy lies
not in further postponemeént of consummation, (i.e., beyond a year
after puberty or beyond 13, whichever is later) but in the practice of
birth-control’’.

It is unimaginable how with the tragic evidence available in every
Hindu home, the Judge can say that mortality of both mother and
child is not due to early consummation, though we agree that the
notoriously low vitality of the Hindu population is also due to the
large number of children born to a Hindu wife at cruelly short inter-
vals. Can anyone with any experience of the physical condition of
Indian girls ever maintain that they are ready for motherhood at the

- age of thirteen? Fwven, if they practice birth-control, as the Judge

suggests, can anyone with the least idea of the requirements for the
growth of a human personality suggest that an Indian girl of 13 is fit
to lead a sexual life?

Many of our learned men forget that India is at the present time
fighting for her freedom and just as she is forcing the pace of her
political freedom, she is also trying to force the pace of her social
freedom. Most men and women are slaves to custom and tradition
and do not have the courage to fight the battle for freedom individually,
but will gladly add the full weight of their support to an organised
battle for social freedom, and social legislation is one such organised
battle . against ignorance, callous priesthood, blind tradition and
superstition. Those who love freedom will fight for it and force the
pace vigorously.

In discussing the Age of Consent or the Age of Marriage we
forget two vital factors: (1) The growth of the human personality,
(2) The present economic position of slavery of the wife. It is ad-
mitted that education and diverse interests of an intellectnal or ar.tis-
tic kind raise the age of puberty. Every mother who has put her girls
in a good school knows from experience that the age of pubel:ty has
in the generation increased from 11 or 12 to 14 or 15. It is also
admitted that the free cultivation and exercise of the ta}ents betyveen
the ages of 10 and 16, otherwise called boyhood and girlhood, is of
great spiritual value in the full development of a man or a woman.
When one, therefore, advocates the beginning of the se.xual life at 13,
as the judge does, onc is but advocating the partla.l m.urd.er or
suicide of the human personality and one may be quite justifiably

- accused of partial homicide.

The second factor or the economic slavery of the wife, which exi.sts
at present is entirely due to early marriage and early consummation
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leading to child-birth. A girl, if married at 13, in the preoccupations
of her position will have no time for the development of her talents
to such an extent that, if necessary, she can defy the husband, and
earn her own living by the exercise of those talents. Those who wish
to improve the economic position of women and free them from the

shameless slavery to which they have been reduced by the salfishness:

of men, should vigorously fight for the raising of the age of marriage,
and the age of consent and consequent child-birth ; moreover, they
should exert their utmost to educate every girl for the exercise of
some talent, so that she can be economically independent, if need be.
Marriage and parenthood, which should be sacred functions, have,
due to our ignorance and callousness, merely become an exercise of
lust and the use of cheap service in the case of men and slavery for
sustenance in the case of women. We need courageous, forceful, inde-
pendent and clear thought and action, if we wish to change this un-
happy and unholy condition.

Montessori School.

The Montessori School started by the Women’s Indian Association
as one of its Headquarters activities was opened on the 4th February
by Professor D. K. Karve. It was delightful to see the parents leading
up their little ones to the beautifully equipped class-rooms and the
tiny children of three and four and five immediately settling down
to the various educative materials provided. '

Professor Karve in opening said that he was exceedingly happy
to come and open this little school. If work is carried on in the right
spirit it is sure to succeed. ‘I do not know much about the Montessori
method but T do know that all natural process is the best form of
education. Parents should send their children to this school beecause
having a tutor for one individual child at home is not the best method.
Freedom must be given to little children and that freedom must be
guided. Knowledge is not to be poured into the child but it is to be
drawn out.

“‘The fees have to be necessarily high for such schools and I hope
that many parents will encourage their children to come to this
school-—not only children but also money. I am sure the workers will not
spare any pains but I have doubts as to the support from the parents.
I know of a school in Bombay where the minimum fees are Rs. 10 per
month but the parents pay according to their incomes, paying even
as much as Rs. 50 per child. I have great pleasure in declaring this
institution open to-day and I also leave my blessings. I have no
right to give my blessings except that I have also striven for 35 years
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in educational activities. I am very happy to be linked with you in
this activity.”’

Any parents desirous of sending their childre'n should ]E)lez_nlse write
to the Honorary General Secretary, Women’s Indian Association, Pan-
theon Gardens, Egmore. Children from the ages of three to seven
only admitted.

Exploitation of Women’s Labour in India. . . .

The annunal report of the Chief Inspector of.Mmes in India, for
1927, shows that out of 165,213 persons employed in coal mines, 33,841
were women, of whom the majority were 10ad<?rs. The largest num-
ber of women employed was in Behar and Orissa, where there were

' 18,613 ; while in Bengal there were 8,302. While we do not agree with

‘the principle of protective legislation, we .must point .01'1t. that the
mine-owners’ objection to the present agitation fqr prohibition of the
employment of women in mines is based on economic grounds. \Voxpen
are cheaper to employ than men, and work with greater.regulanty.
It is feared that if women are debarred entrance to 'the mines, where
their work is exceedingly heavy, the cost of production will increase.
One photograph in the report shows heavy coal waggons I;elng
pushed by two women, and another, a woman emerging roni
a pit carrying on her hip a basket containing 60 _lbs. of coa
which she has brought up an incline about 4% i:eet high for from
150 to 250 feet on a gradient of one in twe}ve, with a further slope
before her of 50 feet with a gradient of one in two.

Women’'s Educational Conference. .

The great event of the weck in Patna was the meeting of the All-
India Women’s Conference on Educational Reform. Delegatgs atteralr‘l}(ll-
ed it from all parts of the country and great fentpusmsm prevailed. e
arrival of the delegates had created a stir in Patn'a sevgral da)fs
previous to the meeting of the Conference. The ladies of Patna in
and out of Purdah, took a keen interest in the Qonference and even
those who had not a clear appreciation of the ob.Jects of the meeting
felt that this was a matter which was their exclusive concern, and éhat
was no doubt a recommendation and a nov_elty in itself. The Con-
ference was opened by Lady Stephenson in the Senate House on
Thursday. Gentlemen visitors were allowed to see what women (;vgre
capable of, and facilities were provided for such ladies as cared for

" them. Wisely enough the organizers of the Conference had dispensed

i i i ided, they would

th all decorations, for, if any such had bpgn provided, th
;v;ve ;aled into insi;gniﬁéance before the brilliant sarees which adorn
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our womanhood on ceremonial occasions. Her Highness the Dowager "
Rani Lalit Kumari Saheba of Mandi State, who occupied the presi- -

dential chair, naturally attracted a great deal of attention. Her bash-
ful speech was heard with rapt attention by all those who were close
to the dais. But her fine presence and graceful pose ensured pin
drop silence throughout the big hall. Srimati Kamaladevi Chatto-
padhyaya read the annual report and thanked all who had contributed
to the success of the Conference.

The success of the Conference was in no small measure due to the
wonderful organizing capacity of Mrs. S. N. Muzumdar and Mrs. P. K.
Sen, whose educative propaganda among the ladies of Patna is too
well known to need mention here.—(Behar Herald). '

Men and Women.

In a recent number of The American Magazine, Dr. Will Durant
wrote an article on ‘“Men and Women’’. It has aroused a nation-wide
discussion, especially in women’s clubs and in debating societies in
America, and the feeling for and against his opinion has run very fast
and furious. The famous author divides his opinions into nineteen
conclusions as follows:— :

1. Women understand men better than men understand women.

2. Woman is biologically the more important and fundamental
sex. - :

3. Man is more acquisitive and adventurous.
4. Man is more pugnacious and violent ; woman more tenacious
and subtle.

5. Man is more active, woman lazier ; ‘‘the more she receives
the less she does’’.

6. Woman surpasses man in love, and is surpassed by him in
friendship. _

7. Woman is more social, man more solitary.

8. Woman is more talkative ; ‘‘she is a sieve for secrets’’.

9. Woman is more imitative, more addicted to custom, conven-
tion, fashion, fads.

10. There is more difference between man and man than between
woman and woman.

11. Woman is more dependent upon social approval ; more polite,
considerate and kind ; richer in the qualities that make for altruism
and morality.

12. Woman is more religious ; man more sceptical.
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13. Man is more intellectual, but less intelligent.
14. Woman is cleverer, surer, more practical. ‘‘No man under
thirty is a match for a woman of twenty.”’

15.. Woman matures more rapidly, man more fully.
16. Woman is more conservative.

17. Fewer women are geniuses and fewer are idiots.
18. Woman inspires art, but seldom creates it.

19. These differences are acquired rather than inborn, and are
visibly diminishing as woman passes to a wider and rapidly changing
life.

Physical Education Committee for Girls.

The Government of Madras Education Department have appointed
a committee of women to go into the Physical Education of girls in
schools and to recommend the necessary changes that have to take
place to make the physical health of the girls perfect. Amongst those
appointed are Mrs. Rukmini Lakshmipathy, Srimati Malati Pat-
wardhan, Mrs. Buck, Mrs. Mir Muzhurdin, members of our Asso-
ciation. We feel sure they will do splendid service by investigating
the present system of Physical Education, or rather the lack of it, and
will recommend useful and recreational methods of Physical training.

Indian Women and Afgbanistqn.

A women’s meeting was held last week in Bombay, which was
remarkable both for its size and the. enthusiasm which it evoked
among the audience. Its purpose was to express admiration for the
ex-Queen Souriya of Afghanistan. A resolution was passed ‘‘ex-
pressing deep and grateful admiration of the great and courageous
efforts’”” made by the ex-Queen for ‘‘‘the uplift and advancement of
the women of Afghanistan,’”’ and expressing the hope that she would,
‘“‘before very long, be in a position to continue the work with greater
determination and more fruitful results for the uplift of the women °
of her country.” A lady speaker, in supporting the resolution, said:

¢ On her return to her own country from that wonderful triumphal
tour in Europe, she could have, if she had so chosen, sat at ease and
lived a selfish life of pleasure and comfort, such as the majgonty of
women, placed as she is, are tempted by circumstanges to live. The
liberty and freedom that she had learnt to value might have meant
only a more pleasant life for herself, had she been a woman of

" meaner fibre; but as we know, she did no such thing. Insteatl, she

has sacrificed everything in order to achieve the principal object of
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her life, that her Afghan sisters should enjoy the advantages and
freedom she had seen women in other countries enjoy. She must
have known the risks she was running, and yet unflinchingly she
dared to initiate several reforms, such as the removal of the parda,
the education of girls and women. All her actions have always
tended to the one goal-—upholding the dignity and sacredness of
Womanhood. What if she has apparently failed, for the moment,
in her heroic attempt? Such courage and daring can never go in
vain, for her goal is uncompromising truth”’.—New India.

A Women’s Welfare Asscociation.
The fourth anniversary of the Saroj Nalini Dutt Memorial Asso-
ciation for Women’s Work brought out the welcome fact that, from

a very small beginning with 7 or 8 Mahila Samitis (women’s asso-

ciations) four years ago, the Association has now no less than 222
Mahila Samitis with a membership of about 4,640.

“Hvery district in Bengal can now boast of one or more Mahila
Samitis. The Samitis have been formed in districts and sub-divisional
towns as well as in the remote villages. A specially remarkable fea-
ture of the movement in the year under report has been the inaugura-
tion for the first time in the history of Bengal of meetings in which
ladies of the Bhadralok (gentle) class have discarded the purdah
and taken part in them along with men.”’

Men and women of all classes, irrespective of caste, religion or
political opinions have helped to extend its activities. These include
meetings, lectures, classes, study circles, and domestic and cottage
industries. The Central Association sends out trained instructresses,
of whom there are 13. It has a monthly organ called the Baxaa-
Lagsami.  Its Industrial School was opened in 1925 and has up till
now had nearly 400 adult women under training, and 25 instructresses
for the mofussil have been turned out ready for work.

The present number of students is 170 consisting of 40 widows,
51 married and 79 unmarried women. Girls under 16 are not admitted
into the school. The subjects taught are sewing, cutting, embroidery,
chikon work, lace making, carpet weaving, silk spinning, jute spinning,
rafia work, plain and fancy cotton weaving, tape making, cane work,

drawing, general education and music. The period of training in -

industrial subjects is generally one year but some pupils have to stay
on longer in order that they might gain thorough knowledge of the
various subjects taught. No fees are charged in the industrial classes
but a bus fee is charged for conveyance. Those who sign an agree-
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ment {o serve the Association 2s paid instructresses on the completion
of their training are exempted from bus fees also.

The work of the affiliated Samitis is of various kinds, such as
social work in the villages, public health work, maternity and child
welfare work, adult education, organization of girls’ schools, rural re-
G?llS.tI'IICtIOII, organization of entertainments, baby week celebrations,
ete.

Cattle Preservation. : ;

Is it idle to make such a great fuss for one calf being killed in
Gandhi Ashrama hecause it was past all hope of recovery, when people
do not utter a word of protest or of disapproval of the horrible
slanghter of cattle that goes on in the country? Miss Mayo believes

~ that India is being slowly eaten away by her cattle. It would be

nearer—much nearer—the truth to say that all the God-given cattle
of India are being slowly caten away by the meat-caters.

The Mahratta has provided gruesome statistics regarding this
matter. The number of buffaloes slaughtered at Bandra and Kurla
slaughter-houses for the year 1927 was found to be 20,522. This is
not all. In the same year 19,270 calves have been starved to death in
the city of Bombay alone. Poor dumb mouths! These appalling
figures represent the average for eight years.

It is no small wonder that milk is getting scarcer in Indian cities
and hence getting dearer. The result is that many babies are de-
prived of good milk and consequently the nation is daily growing
weaker and weaker. We would suggest that the municipalities should
see that this appalling cruel mortality of cattle is decreased. We
know there are difficulties in the way. But at least a beginning could
‘he made by exercising severe control in granting licences for the
slaughter of cattle.

New Weomen'’s Association.

The inaugural meeting of a new Association called the ‘“Woman
Citizen’s Association,”’” was held on Sunday at the New Town Hall,
Colombo. Mrs. George E. de Silva explained that the main object of
the Association was the organisation of women on democratic lines
in order to make widely known the industrial and economic position
of women ; to bring prominently before women legislative measures
of the first rank of importance ; to propagate information as to the
‘qualification for the women’s vote, and to educate and encourage
women to use their voles in the right direction. The propaganda of
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the Association would be on the most democrati'c lines for all women,
irrespective of colour, caste or creed. The idea. is to get a.ll the ‘women
of Ceylon, rich and poor, together into one big association with affi-
liated branches, so that they could help each other. They would
meet together and women of each locality \yould say \\fhat they wanted
in their part of the country, and get their Assoclajuon to represent
matters to the Local and Central Government bodies. They had a
great deal of work ahead in carrying out their programme, .and the
organisers appealed to them to be united, persevering, practical and
sincere. The office-bearers were elected. -

Sentenced to Transpeortation.
Wm(!‘::ded ‘l’)y : life of perpetual penury and (.listress for nearly thl:ee
years, a young widow was driven in desperation to m.urder her child
and attempt to commit suicide. She threw her chll@ into a well, and
tried to put an end to her life by throwing herself mto_a_nother well.
But she was only badly bruised by her fall. qu agonising screams
attracted the passers by who lifted her out of the well. While she
was being taken to the police station, she burst into tears and confess-
ed that she had murdered her son. She was fouqd guilty of the 9harges
of murder and attempted suicide and the Sessions Judge, whll'e sen-
tencing her to transportalion for life, recommended a reduction of

gsentence.
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Ap Address

By
J. KRISHNAMURTI.

(An unrevised report of a lecture delivered at a meeting of womew
held at the Headquarters of the Women’s Indian Association
last month). -

As round a well, wherever it be, people of every quality, of every
type gather together to collect water from that well, so it is with life ;
but if we do not understand clearly what is life, then the expressions
and the manifestation of that life will be confused by misunderstanding
—there will be corruption, disquictude and lack of peace. As the
quantity of water drawn up by each depends on the individual I will
concern myself with the individual for the moment, because I want to
show that if the individual is not capable of tackling life himself—if
he is not capable of understanding life, he will create chaos around
him. Wherever he goes, wherever he may settle down, he will always -
create pain, trouble, suffering. As when the waters are drawn from
the well, the quantity of the water drawn depends on the capacity of
the vessel and the individual strength of each, so the understanding
of life depends on the individual struggle for true self-expression
whatever form it may take. I am not going to talk of very complicated
philosophy ; for, the moment life is made to fit into philosophy,
there is a limitation put on it. After all, philosophy is a system and
life cannot be systematized, and because throughout the world, we are
trying to regulate life by systems, by gods, by morality, by laws with-
out understanding, there is a continnous struggle to break away from
the limitation placed upon life by man. If we draw little water from
the pool of life, our understanding of life is limited and hence there is
sorrow, but if we have the capacity to draw a great volume of water
from that pool of life, our undersianding of that life will be greater
and hence there will be greater happiness and there will be a greater
desire to understand life.” Happiness is not contentment, nor apathy
which is relegated to the realm of stagnation.  The happiness to which
I refer is dynamie, and not static, it can never be passive. As a river
that keeps its source always fresh, and as it feeds the land, it makes

" its way quietly with a great urge towards that freedom which is the

sea ; so should it be with each one of us. We must establish for our-
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selves that centre of life, that love of life which must manifest itself
in our actions. Life cannot he hound either by tradition, or by philo-
sophy or by religion. I want to show that life is far greater, far more
vitalising, lovely and glorions than philosophy, religion or the narrow
morality established by society. If there is not the understanding of
that life which is the only thing that is of value, that is of the eternal,
then what you build, what you ereate about you, cannot last. And,
therefore, you must find out what is life, and how to express it, how
to s?t about manifesting that love of life in yvour daily actions.

What is life? Tt is thought and emotion manifested in daily
action. The moment vour thought and emotion ave harmonized there
is happiness. The moment there is confusion of one’s thought and
emotion, there is disharmony and misery. Thought cannot be bound.
Tt is like a wind that blows through the valley and you canmot hold
it in your fist, nor can you gather the waters of the sea in a garment.
You will find that throughout the world, there is always a limitation
imposed by fear, by authority, upon thought and emotion and hence
life expresses itself in a confused and competitive world, though the
purpose of life is progress, or evolution. Now progress is an ever-
increasing ever-broadening conception of the purpose of life. You
cannot call a person progressive if he is bound by limitation, by tradi-
tion, if his emotions are in the bondage of personal ambition. For
the majority of people, progress means having great possessions. As
a bud bursts heavenwards to the clear skies from limitation to libera-
tion, so must life break its bondages of limitation ; for in limitation
there is sorrow, in fulfilment there is happiness. When life is not held
in bondage, there is creative happiness, and when there is limitation
of life there cannot be anything but sorrow, misery, corruption. The
bud of a rose is in bondage, struggling to express itself in its fulfilment
which is the lovely rose. Our purpose is to put life in revolt, that is
to break the bondages imposed on life.

Throughout the world everyone is beginning to break from the
old tradition and established order ; everywhere there is this desire o
experiment with life, not to be held in bondage by tradition, not to be
controlled and dominated by authority, but to gain experience and
from that to learn understanding. After all what is the good of one’s
living in misery, continually deminated by external authorities? You
may have your gods, go to your temples, perform innumerable rites,
but if there is within vou that continual agony, continual longing to
fulfil life, and yvou do not fulfil the purpose of life, there is sorrow
and the strife of desire. A progressive man must be in revolt, and
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that revolt must express itself in his daily life, otherwise it is of no
V.alue. As through a fevered valley fresh breezes blow and bring clear
air, purity .of life, so through your mind and heart revolt must burn,
for otherwise there is confusion. Tt is no good revolting unintelli-
gent!y. Intelligence is mnot cleverness. Most people think that by
passmg.examinations they have acquired intellicence, that they can
go out into the world and strugele. Book knowledee does not give
you the understanding of life. Intellicence does. What is intelli-
gence? It is the capacity to distinenish through eulture between what
is lasting and essential from the fleeting and unessential.

. Edueation must tend to enltivate that intellicence which diseri-
minates between the ecssential and the unessential, so that through
the revolt thus ereated we may choose that which is better, the lasting
from the fleeting, the light from the dark. The individual must apnl§r
fxll _this to himself because the individual ereates the nation ; if the
individual does not understand, he creates around him unhappiness,

sorrowy strife; and if the individual has understood the loveliness and

has become a portion of that loveliness, he will establish peace and
understanding wherever he goes. Bearing all this in mind, you will
have to examine what is taking place around yourselves, whether
you can apply that intellicence to your actions, to vour life, to vour
thoughts, to your works. So, tradition must go overboard. Tradition
of thought, of fecling, of action hampers your understanding of life,
fllld your freedom of life. Tradition in its narrow sense of the word
is based on thoughtlessness. Because some person, however wise,
however full of wisdom he may have been, has said something, we
should not take his word and let it become a law unto ourselves whe-
ther we understand it or not. For if we do not understand, it corrupts
thought,

Let us consider tradition with regard to education. Why do von
wffmt to pass examinationg, or vour child to pass examinations? You
will say, they must earn money. What difference afier all does it make
whether they earn Rs. 100 or Rs. 1,0007 If they are not intelligent, if
they ?.reate misery and chaos about them, what is the good of passing
examinations if they create miserv? We do not want them to think
for themselves, we want them to {urn out as from a machine by millions,
though they do not become intelligent. You mmust have ifltelligellce
to struggle with life, not mere cleverness to be superior to another.
You must have intelligence which gives the capacity to choose between
the beautiful and the ugly. Out of the lack of true education we have
all the inequalities, the tyrannical evils of child marriage, widowhood
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and all the cruelties that go with it. What is the good of your edu-
cated B.A.s and M.A.s who earn Rs. 1,000 per month, if they in
their turn leave behind them a trail of sorrow in their children, in
their wives? To realise this we do not have to consider philosophy—
whether God exists, which religion is better than another. There is
no religion greater than free thought and emotion. To understand
how to give freedom to thought, so that revolt burns the dross of
thoughtlessness, yon will have to apply intelligence to everything in
vour life. ‘

A very great friend of mine, a great sculptor in France, conducts
classes in the art of moulding clay to which come all types of people.
I once went with him to his class, when all the students were moulding
clay. He stopped them and caid : ‘“Is this your creative self-
expression? If it is not, drop it. If it is not your love of creation
that compels you to come here, if you have not that love, do not come’’.
If you have this love of creation, the revolt to alter, the revolt born of
intelligence, born of culture, then everything becomes different. You
must have that flame of creativeness which destroys thoughtlessness,
which is tradition. If you apply this to all the social evils of the
community, then the established traditions which have become so
cruel, so monstrous, will gradually disappear. Take the guestion of
child marriage. You know all the evils of it. Any one can tell you
what a terrible thing it is, how monstrous it is. Tt is like taking a
tender bud and tearing it petal after petal before the flower opens.
Here again, the individual must alter. If you allow your daunghters
to marry too young, the country will allow this thing to go on. Out
of child marriage arises this extraordinary thing called girl widows.
Nowhere else does it exist except in this land of eruelty—eruel because
* thoughtless people live in it. Widowhood has become a monstrous
thing ; it is a class by itself. T know a small girl who is twelve years
old and she is a widow. She will never know the loveliness of a quiet
home, she will never know the love of children, she will never have the
companionship and the delight of children and husband. And yet you
put up with it. You have not the courage to protest and from that
protestation build. Yet that is the only thing that matters, not your
traditions, the cruel thoughtlessness. You all shake your heads and
agree, but what is the good of it if you allow it to go on, if yon merely
sit still in the burning sunlight and say: I want shade and cool comfort.
It is because you have listened for so many years to tradition which
is thoughtlessness that therc is this burning sun in this land, that
there is no shade. It is like the stagnant pools that have a green
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scum on their waters, that

i do. not see the clear reflection of the lovely

Tradition throws a shadow aer i ’ ‘
a she across the face of each one ; it cres
;cllllioglghtl:ss'n%sfs ]and corrupts feeling. Yon can only miid;el tccorf;fgi
85 straight, by thoughtfulness, not by obedi i
to tradition, however sacred that ’t ition may o, hoynpority and
. Y at tradition may be, however we; y
that authority may be. I do not w into a1l the e Sty
' F . want to go into all the innumer
details of our thoughtlesspess in daily life, but you will underst:;lzb%?
you have that awakene.d intelligence that can only come through ex-
gﬁ;le}lce,t tlgough continual rejection of all the Vuseless thinoz alid
ging to the essential. Look into any templ ¢ igion of
_ ‘ g emple of any religio ,
1v;\lrlorld and you will see that few hold the knowledge ezfren ifgthlelayoi'ﬁ:g
e authority ; foew that seem o know the truth of the fullness of I(ife

Therefore, to express that lite there must be i
there must be a manifestation, an expression ofﬂﬁligvfnog;ge’ Izit;‘ld‘
You must have the pereeption first and then translate it into gctime.
When you see thati life cannot be bound by tradition, then theré o
born that love of. life and there will arise the creativéness of gre :;S
ness, order' out of chaos. That love of life has no limitations fnda'-
not bound in the terrible bondage of any religion ; and each <’>ne hz:::

to struggle to find out the freshness that :
to awaken the love of that treshnoss, at comes with the dawn and



Women and Seocial Service.
By Miss A. B. Vax Donen,

Every educated woman is a debtor to society. Somecone has said
“Ugetulness is the rent we pay for our place on earth’. In the case
of those of us who have enjoyed the privilege of higher education, the
rent is high, for we live on the topmost floor of the apartment house
of life, with our windows open to sky and sea, the sunset and the

stars. All the fresh winds of life blow through the open windows of |

our house. Should we not be charged a higher ‘‘rent’’ than the un-
educated and ignorant, whose years are spent on the ground floor of
earth, in rooms dark and windowless?

Let us think too of our indebtedness in terms of the money that
has been actually spent on our upbringing and education. Children
of the poorer classes begin to earn almost as soon as they begin to

walk., The village child herds cattle and in turn receives food.

The child of the industrialised community goes into the mills as a
“half-timer”’ or else acts as cook and caretaker for her mother who
works. Such children have at least no chance to become the parasites
of society. We are supported by our parents until we complete our
education at eighteen or twenty or twenty-two. And what a costly
thing our education is! We think our parents pay for it, but that
too is a fallacy. Few high schools and no colleges are able to live
on their fees. Some look for buildings and upkeep to the gifts of
philanthropic men and women ; others depend upon Government grants,
which are derived in turn from the taxation of the country—taxation
which deprives the poorest cultivator of a share of his hard-earned
livelihood. Have we the right to receive our education from such a
source if we accept it for our own profit or the mere pleasure of a fuller
and more interesting life? It is an actual debt, which can be repaid
only as we use our enhanced powers in the service of our country and
especially of those sections of it which are in deepest need.

One of the finest things that is happening in India to-day is the
banding together of educated women of all classes and creeds and
communities for voluntary service for their country. But there are
still many who are unawakened to this opportunity. For those of us
who have no neced to earn there is a particular temptation to sit down
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in the luxury of leisure. Yet if every such woman would take upon
herself one definite piece of constructive social work, the whole face
of India might be changed.

There is first the problem of illiteracy. In China the difficulties
are even greater than in India, because of the greater complexity of
the Chinese character. It has been discovered that one thousand
carefully selected characters will suffice for the reading of ordinary
books, and patriotically-minded young Chinese have set out with the
intention that each of them should be responsible for teaching these
characters to at least one illiterate fellow countryman. Could not
Indian women of leisure undertake a similar task? Each one teach one
is the motto for such work.

There is also India’s need for training along lines of child wel-
fare and community hygiene. Even small towns now have their baby
welfare centres. An educated woman who could spare even a few
hours a week could take her turn morning or evening in one of these,
measuring out milk, showing mothers how to bathe babies, or giving
simple treatments for sore eyes or scabies. For work of this kind
any ‘‘medically minded’’ woman will find great opportunity.

There are others of us who are gifted with the needle, while on the
other hand, many mothers among the poorer classes do not know how
to cut out or make even the simplest garment. The family either goes
in rags,-or else much needed money is paid out to the dirzee (tailor). A
small group of women may be gathered together to learn plain sewing,
or better still, it may be taught to a class of young girls. The use of
soap and the need for clean hands will be a necessary corollary. In
the mill area of Bombay not long ago, I saw a group of children who
had been given each an unclothed doll. Each was making a full set
of clothes for the doll ; and sheets, a blanket, and mosquito curtain
for its basket-bed. In the same way those who are spinners may
teach the use of the charka to one or two people at a time, or may
take up basket or mat making or any other cottage industry.

There are others who love children and have still enough of the
child spirit to enter heartily into their pleasures. An hour set aside
for teaching songs or clapping games such as the Kumms and Kolattam
of the Tamil Nadu, and for the telling of stories, would mean much
pleasure put into the lives of children who scarcely know the meaning
of the word play.

Another field of service, perhaps prosaic but certainly neglected,
_ lies among one’s own servants. Have we learned to treat them as
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human beings, of like needs and desires with ourselves, apd not merely
the means of providing us with comfortable lives? I think oftep of a
woman I met whose whole vocation was that of social service to
women scattered over the town, but in whose own house was found
a little servant girl who led the life of a slave, doing work far too
heavy for her size and strength, with no chance to attend thg school
next door or even to mix with the happy school children in their play.

Women who are living in homes of their own can do much by
inviting in little groups of women who can come together: to see laptern
pictures, or to sew for the poor, or where customs will allow 1t, to
drink tea and eat sweetmeats together. Among women of the better
classes there are many who have little opportunity to get outside the
bounds of their own homes. Every time women of different commu-
nities—Hindu, Parsee, Muhammadan, Christian, can come together,
a little step is being taken toward the unification of India.

As T write these words there come to my mind memories of
women I have met, both rich and poor, who are doing these things. I
think of a friend hidden away in a distant ‘‘small town’’ of a remote
district who gets the loan of lantern slides from the Calcutta Y.M.C.A,,
and invites her neighbours in to see the pictures. I think of others
who have opened their homes to entertain women of various creeds
and communities. I think of a school girl, herself the daughter of a
servant, who learned the use of a sewing machine, and went to_ an
important festival in old and shabby garments, because all hel: time
and labour had gone to the clothing of her younger brothers anfi sisters.
I think again of women in a great industrial centre, dwellers in hor{les
of wealth, who spend the hours of each day in the chawls of.the city,
making friends with the wives of the mill wor}(ers, and teaching them
sewing and the principles of health and cleanliness.

There are so many of us, and to each comes the cha'nce to do her
bit. Our rent is due and long in arrears. Let us begin to pay up.

And yet repayment is at best a low motive for work. Indian

women, daughters of Savitri and Damayanti, have in their blood a -

nobler tradition—that of service for love’s sake. When that spirit
of selfless devotion which they have shown to husband and home can
be transferred to the village, the city, and the mother-land, then the
day of India’s rebirth will have dawned.

4. B. Van Doren,
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Postponement of Child-Marriage Bill.

In the Legislative Assemhly Mr. Harbilas Sarda moved the con-
sideration of his Bill for fixing the minimum marriageable age for
boys at eighteen and for girls at fourteen. In summing up
his appeal for the adoption of the Bill, Mr. Sarda spoke in moving
terms. He said:—

‘“ I deny that child-marriage is a religious obligation. Even if it
were, no man has the right in order to save himself from going to
hell to condemn another being to a life of suffering. Great respon-
sibility rests on this House. The people in England and America

‘are watching how you will deal with this Bill. Writers like Miss

Mayo and politicians like Mr. Winston Churchill have declared in
plain terms that India cannot be granted Self-Government so long
she tolerates such acts of oppression (a voice from the European and
Central Muslim Bench ‘‘‘hear hear’?). People in America want to
know if after 150 years of rule the Government still tolerate these
tortures. If women were members of this House the Bill would get
through. I have received telegrams from women members of the
C. P. Council intimating that the Council too passed a resolution
supporting this Bill. And finally let me repeat the language of a
great man that no nation can be half slave and half free. Those who
will support the Bill will render true service to the country.”’

Mr. M. K. Acharya, adopting obstructive tactics, moved the post-
ponement of the consideration of the Bill until the age of Consent
Committee Report was published. After he had made a speech,
his motion was put to vote. The Government members practically
en bloc and so also the Central Muslim and European group (latter
with the exception of two) decided to vote for postponement. Here
was also a split in the ranks of the Independents, Nationalists and
Congressmen, and some like Pandit Malaviya remained neutral.
Pandit Motilal and Mr. Jayakar were however foremost to record
the vote against postponement, but Mr. Sarda found the battle lost
and his only chance now lay to narrow the majority of the other side.
Pandit Motilal came to his rescue at the last minute and persuaded
some neutrals on his side to vote against the amendment. Two
European members too went with Mr. Sarda. As Mr. Crerar came
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up {6'11\-I1'. Qarda to explain the latest decisi?n taker} by the Govern-
ment, ‘Mr. Sarda was seen angrily protesh{lg against Governu{ent
backing out of what he thought was its promise to support the Bill.

" ‘Indeed a small erowd gathered around them and Sir Purushottam-
“das tsed the opportunity to ejaculate: ‘¢ The G9vernment wants
child-marriages.”” The scene ended with the ].?res1dent announcing
that, Mr. ‘Acharya’s amendment had been carried by 55_ against 34
and there followed shouts of shame from the Re_formlst Benches.
Mr. Chatty rushed out to the lobby and characterized the Govern-
ment-conduet as disgraceful.

" \When Mr. Harbilas Sarda first introduced his Bill, the late Sir
Alexander Muddiman, the then Home Member, declared that at each
stage ufter its introduction he (that is to say, Government) w.vould
oppose-it: . The dead man’s promise has been kept. And yet.lt is the
Britishers !in power in India who want social reform and it is the
unregencrate Indians who oppose it!

Db Lot

g

Nurseries attached to the Schools.

By Axixpita Desl

In a discussion about the education of our girls I would submit
a few ideas.

It seems very desirable that there should be arrangements for
the custody of children attached to girls’ schools. In villages the
mothers are usually engaged in household work and the charge of
the children necessarily devolves upon the girls of the house. This
is one of the practical difficulties which stands in the way of the
regular attendance of our girls in schools and it is a common sight
to see the girls attending schools with their brothers and sisters in
their arms. As there is no separate place for these babies, it is
evident that they are positive hindrances to the school-work and a
bar to their progress. To remove this difficulty nurseries in charge
of women experts in the care of children are advisable. It is often
alleged that household work and the care and rearing of children
should form a distinet subject in the education of girls. The nur-
series just mentioned will afford facilities in this direction and could
be easily turned into practical classes where the school-girls could be
taken by turns for small periods to assist the experts and thus enable
them to get a training in the care of children as well. The assistance
from girls thus obtained will make it possible for the classes to be
run cheaply. There is no dearth of girl-mothers too in our country.
In an institution like this they also can attend and get opportunities
for regular education. At the same time while in schools they could
see their babies off and on and get proper instruction from experts
in the care of infants.

At the beginning there should be seats in these nurseries only
for such children who have none to take care of in their homes when
the girls attend school. All the schools ‘must have ample play-
grounds and open spaces so that the school-girls and the infants of
the nurseries too can play and remain in the open as much as possible.
Nurseries should also of course be provided with all the materials
necessary for the children, such as cradles, medicines, etc., but I am
trying only to give an outline, as it is not possible to give details here.
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The nurseries would naturally develop into institutions for
the instruction of bigger children and their initiation in such
nurseries attached to schools from the beginning would make
it easier to train them wup. So institutions like these would
not only foster the education of the girls but would also be
the centre of education for the children and would be a source
of training to the girls and mothers in the proper care and
management of children. It is needless to say that the success
of this would depend solely on the woman in charge, and although we
have to select from what is available now, women would be trained
in these very institutions who could gradually take up this respon-
sible charge.

The present schools are not at all suitable for the education of
children. The Kindergarten system has not been hitherto successful

in our country. While the babies are somewhat cared for in most

houses, comparatively older children grow up wild like weeds wasting
most of their time in mischievous pursuits, with the usual reward of
constant scolding and chastisement.  Drowning, scalding or other
severe injuries are not at all uncommon, while lesser accidents are
the order of the day. The womenfolk are so occupied with their
household work and the caré of infants, that they can hardly get any
time to look after older children; besides very few of the ladies really
know how to instruct them properly or to keep them engaged. Most
of the male members too have little conception of any other duties
towards children excepting chastisement. At the same time there
is no institution for the education of children from the age of 2 and 3
to 5 and 6. They are often sent to the ordinary primary schools just
to be got rid of during the day and these poor children prove only
a hindrance to the older boys and girls in their classes. As for them-
selves, here too they are subjected to ill-treatment and often get bad
training in the company of all sorts of children. No care is taken
for their proper education, character or pastime suitable for their
age. Those who want to educate their children properly find them-

selves in a dilemma. Even if they are willing to do this themselves

they may not have the time or the temperament. The exclusive
education of children at home may be commendable in some respects

but is hardly of an all round nature. It is seldom possible to have

facilities and the materials of the present day education or spacious
play-grounds in a private place. Under the circumstances the want
of institutions after the Kindergarten or Montessori model, can hardly

be too much emphasised.
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- It is needless to say that boys and girls should receive instruction
together. The larger expenditure involved in properly equipped insti-
tutions for this will be to a great extent minimised by co-education.
There is great scope and a suitable field for women in this direction.
If they get expert training, besides public institutions they can as
well have small classes at home for the proper instruction of children
and can thus do great public good while earning something for them-
selves.

Experiments are being largely conducted in the western countries
now and educated women should be sent there for practical training,
so that on their return they could take up the work of organising
similar institutions suitable to the needs of our country. It is a
matter of gratification that some have already received such education
and there are others who are now under training in foreign countries,
but very much more is wanted in this direction and this should engage
our wide attention. It is-a hopeful sign that a school on the Montes-
sori model has already been started in the new premises of the
Women’s Indian Association in Madras. There is no longer time for
conceiving anything in a narrow spirit. We must fall in with the
onward march of the whole world so that mutual co-operation may
lead us to develop our individual and national life and at the same
time add to the knowledge and happiness of mankind.

Anindita Debs, 7
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Seme Great Wemen of the World.
EMmi, Lupwia.

The loveliest thing I have ever seen done by a woman was when
a danseuse, touching the leg of her partner with the toes of her left
foot only, seemed to flutter motionless in the air, barely moving the
fingers 'of her out-stretched right hand. Even the musicians paused
for an instant, so perfect was the picture, so triumphantly charming
fmd gra'ceful, as this lovely woman, a goddess almost hung poised
in the air, as if unconscious of the weight of her limbs.,

The most terrible thing I have seen done by a woman was in the
course of.the War, when a German middle-class wife swept into a
room waving an evening paper and exclaimed, her eyes beaming: ‘A
big victory on the western front! Five thousand of the enemy dead!’’

The difference between the two is not a difference in character:
upder certain ecircumstances, these two women, had -they been,
differently educated and influenced by other ideas, might have
exchanged places. ,

During the German revolution, I saw women making stump
speeches for freedom and against poverty; I saw actresses portraying

in plays how women struggle and how they give their love, and I

found little difference between them, for a great actress always
forgets the stage, just as a great popular orator never forgets it: I
have seen bored queens pass haughtily through triumphal arches, I
hqve seen female scientists so absorbed in what they saw beneath’ a
microscope, that they forgot themselves and even their children. I
!w.ve seen a poetess come towards me through her garden, a note-book
in her hands, her eyes lost in dreamy thought; I have seen the keen
glance of a woman painter secking to guess the secret hidden behind
the features of her vis a vis.

A ComMoN QuaLiTY.

And all these women had one thing in common : They smiled
¥es, they smiled, every one of them, in a way that no man ever smile's.
elt}.ler while he is working or after he is done with his work: the};
smiled as no man can smile without courting danger. Ever}thing
that had been exciting then—struggle, playing, art, the will to
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achieve—eculminated in a smile or was dissolved in one, from which
I deduce that a woman, even if she be ugly or old, even if she be
serious and earnest and entirely matter-of-fact, remains, nevertheless,
in the last analysis, an erotic being.

A real woman loves in her every action, in every work upon which
she embarks. She loves beauty, justice, the human race, the poor
and the oppressed, the strong. A woman devotes her life, self-
sacrificingly and altruistically, to the idea with which she has fallen
in love, in proportion as the flights of her spirit are loftier and the deve-
lopment of her powers greater. Women in the mass are entirely and
absolutely dependent upon men. The worst defeat ever suffered by
modern woman—the World War, which she was unable either to
prevent or to shorten—revealed her to the mind of men as enslaved,
since man’s thoughts are turned towards war by the power of tradi-
tion and suggestion, whereas war, like everything that is destructive,
is utterly alien to woman, who is essentially defensive. .

Bourceois ORIGIN,

The greatest women of all are known probably only to the man
they love. From the handful of examples, we are enabled-to judge

. the tremendous scope of what women have achieved in privacy

towards influencing our statesmen and captains of industry and
party leaders, what they have done in the way of exerting suggestion
upon them, spurring them on, holding them back; arousing strong
feelings for or against those with whom the man is in conflict. This
is characteristic of no one race or Nation; it is as old as humanity,
for it is essentially human.

On the other hand, it would seem that one class has the
advantage over others when it comes to supplying great women. All
the great women of the present day are of bourgeois - origin—all,
that is, with one exception, which I shall name. It is the same as
with men; bourgeois or proletarian families have provided all our
present day rulers, inventors, artists, scientists, even army leaders;
not one of these has come from the nobility, which was educated
‘through generations for leadership.

Almost never has a woman become a great artist, because great
artists must get away from themselves entirely in order to do great
creative work. On the other hand, women actresses have always been

~ greater than male actors, because acting is essentially physical, not

personal. For this reason, it might be right to name some actresses
first of all, in my article on great women of to-day.
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ANNA PAViOVA.
_ But, when it comes to beautiful bodies, 1
siderations to the winds and proclaim aloudetsl,leln;}rgé) ‘(‘)rf ilr}e Svtﬁlllnacr(l)-l—l—.
the name of her who, within the last twenty years, has brought the
\oId v&.rorld and the new world to her feet——Anna Paviova. Thisg lovel
l1§us:slan dancer, paving danced first before the Czars and Grang
ukes, swept trlump_hantly across all America, gathering such
nutnlllbers of adorers, rich and poor, powerful and idealistic, as were
tg}? ered before her .advent only by privileged potentates; who by
e way, have scmetimes failed to realize how audaciousiy su(;h a
lovely creature has trod upon their august crowned heads.

Pavlova was the first danseuse who brought

the famous gld art of the ballet, as it was ta%ghtm i(;ld?;lrirg e;(x)l((ilystto
Petersburg; it was she who, discarding the ballet music of tradition.
danc.e('i to th-e tunes of the great masters, and yet preserved thé
traditional pirouetting on tiptoe. She retained also the regulation
rococo ballet costume, instead of swathing herself in pseudo-Greek
garments. For this reason, she might be recommended as official
danseuse to any Coalition Cabinet in which representatives of the
past and the present seem to govern together. Pavlova was fa

all over the world when she was twenty-four. om

AUTHORESSES IN CONTRAST.

But Selma Lagerlof, the Swedish authoress, w ¢

even wher.l §he was thirty-four; not until she W,a: 2ia1tm;);en dti(zl f:;lW
greatest living writer turn to the story of her childhood and h :
family. Long (.iid she hesitate as to the form in which she shOufleé..
cast her n.arratwe; then, with the touch of the real artist, she drew
thfa pOI‘tI:altS of the people of her own home-land. Since tl,len ever

.tlung. written by her springs from the soil in which she is root’ed an}:i-
in this respect, she is akin to the great Norwegian Hamaun—ina d
the fact that she is a woman is seldom betrayed in her writings e

In striking contrast to Selma Lagerlof stands the G i
Huch. She lacks almost all the qualities which distir?;ﬁ:ﬁ, Il?scceifgf?
})ut on the. other hand, everything which makes the work ong h’
important is lacking in the Swedish writer. "In the writing of l’:}cl
Iattgr, all is, so to speak, drawing; in that of the Germaﬁ all is
(xlxzustgz. ghe Swede deals with the soil, with idiosyncrasie;, with
Ofahe z;r}l) ir?étrrowness, the German paints beauty, breadth, the things

et te
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Riccarda Huch combines in a striking manner the lucidity of a man
and the devotion of a woman. Beginning as a lyrical poetess whose
love songs rank with the very best, she thereupon astonished reéaders -
with historical portraiture, achieved with a bold hand portraits
wherein manner and interpretation, modelling and vision vie with

one another in excellence.

From TraOUGHT TO ACTION.
;* Among painters also, a first place seems to belong to a German
| woman. But Katho Kollwitz, who like, Riccardd Huch, is sixty
years old, comes from a different world, or at least does her work in
| a different one. Brought up with Socialistic leanings, she was guided

1 towards her art at first by writers like Zola and Tolstoy, which means

. that at first she placed drawing and etching before other things, and
developed a severe manlike style.
! Tt was not until the War that Kollwitz found herself and develop-

_l ed greatness of style.

; This woman painter, despite her mastery, displays so strongly

' the feminine desire to help and improve, that she might almost be
placed in the ranks of the- active woman workers, since woman’s
work is always basically more organic than logical, always due far

. more to intuition than to thought.

The Irish woman, Annie Besant, illustrates the transition from
thought to action. There is, to be sure, much manly will-power in
this eighty-year-old fighter, and it may be that not only doubt but
also ambition, was among her early incentives to action.

When in her middle twenties, the wife of a severely pious clergy-
man, the mother of two children, she stood one day in an empty
church, whither she had gone to practice playing on the organ, and
felt herself suddenly overcome by the craving to speak from the
pulpit; she obeyed the impulse, and realized that she possessed the
gifts of an orator; that all she needed was an audience.

Scepticism and an active mind soon brought her to break with
the Church and with her husband; she went over to the atheists, and
wrote a pamphlet that caused her to be hauled into court. But not
until she was over forty did she find where she really belonged in
religion—between the two extremes. At that time, Helena Blavatsky
drew her into the ranks of the Theosophists.

Judged externally, she seems, above all else, an organiser ; like-
wise, judged by her work in India, a politician,

177



STRI-DHARMA

Mare Currm.

) Let us turn to.Marie Curie. The world connects nothing at all
with t}}e name o'f this French-Polish woman except one word ; yet that f
word is a magical word. If this sixty-year-old woman, who, after

the death of her husband, the companion of her life and her work,
refused to abandon her laboratory, ever glances back, she must

|
|
)
!
|

vision her life as lighted by the rays of the magic gem which they dis-

cove'red together, and she must feel herself bathed by the beneficent
healing influence of these rays.

Having discovered radium, she found still another marvellous

element, which she named Polonium after her mother country. .

M.u.ch more has this woman done towards the fame of Poland than a
military General, even a victorious one. She heals the ailing, he kills
the healthy. She wrests something unknown from the’ hidden
recesses ‘of Nature; he carries his Nation’s flag a few miles further
,opward, in doing which he sacrifices as many of those who are already
his countrymen, as he acquires new citizens for the country. She
creates §omething permanent, he something transient; whereas he
serves his country only for a while, she serves mankind and in so
doing, serves God.—New York Times Magazine. ’
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Tae TweENTY-FIFTH JUBILEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE
oF WoMeEN For Surrxace anp Equal CitizensHip,
Beruiv, June 17-24tm, 1929.

This great Jubilee Congress of the International Alliance of
Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship* to be held in Berlin in
June next promises to be a most important and epoch-making event.

Women are coming from all over the world to celebrate the great
suffrage victories of recent years and to take stock of the use women
have made and intend to make of their voting power. Frau Schreiber,
M. P., will be the hostess of Congress, supported by Germany’s lead-
ing women of all sections.

It is expected that the gallant group of pioneer leaders that re-
main will be the honored guests on this occasion and that they will
look back with thankfulness at the fulfilment of so many hopes.

Special invitations are being sent to all those who were present
at the foundation meeting of the Suffrage Alliance in Berlin, 1904.

The Congress will be held in the Kroll Hall—a magnificent build-
ing from which you gaze across a leafy square to the Reichstag with
its many women M. P.’s.

A great public meeting will be held to review ‘‘how Woman Suf-
frage has increased the influence of women in Parliamentary, Local

. Government and Citizenship Work’’, and one of the most honored

speakers in this connection will be Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, for

. twenty years World President of the Alliance. The Peace Committee
. and the League of Nations Section of the League will arrange a public

demonstration under the direction of such able leaders as Miss Ruth
Morgan and Mme. Bakber van Bosse and Miss Rosa Manus.
In her usual bright style, Mrs. Corbett-Ashley describes how Ber-

~lin met them with sunshine and blue skies at which members of the

Board gazed from 9-30 a.M. to 5 ».m. from committee room tables where
_arrangements were being made for the great Congress.

J * Womens’ Indian Association is directly affiliated with the International Alliance of
/

. Women and will send representatives.
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The Lyceum Club arranged a brilliant reception for the inter-
national women visiting their eity when members of Parliament, social
workers, leaders of society, wives of ambassadors met to greet and
welcome and assure of their interest and support in June. Next the
Reichstag opened its doors and Mme. Malaterre Sellier made a bril-
liant speech on the peace work and aims of women,

Frau Velsen and Frau Schreiber, members of the Reichstag, gave
vigorous support in their own House of Parliament to the visitors, and
the Minister for Justice made a splendid feminist speech.

‘“ How we wished,”” says Mrs. Corbett Ashley ‘“ he could be sent
as a special ambassador to other Ministers of Justice complacently
regarding outgrown codes as sacrosanct relics and women as Adam’s

rib. The 800 members of the audience could be proud indeed of their
countryman.’’

Frau Hertz held a meeting in her magnificent home which was
packed by enthusiastic volunteers for work for Congress.

Having completed the Board Agenda Paper the members hur-
riedly packed and took train to Dresden where the Peace Committee
meeting was held.

A ‘“‘Peace Lunch’’ to the authorities of Dresden Town and Saxon
State, to the Consuls of many Powers, to the affiliated Associations
and the Press was a great success, and the Conference led by Dr.
Quidde, Miss Malinska and Dr. Fassbinder proved helpful in pre-
paring the way for the Congress Demonstration next year,

The Oberburgermeister offered the historic hospitality of the great
city of Dresden, in the wonderful setting of the Town Hall.

Hamburg and Oldenburg were visited by Board members and

everywhere the same experience—interest and practical support for
the coming Jubilee Congress.—(The Dawn.)

A Baxk ror Womex OxwLy,

““We have never even considered this Dutch idea,’’ said the staff
of women for women clients only. The manageress expects to secure
divorced women and widows as clients. Her staff, she says, will deal
quietly and secretively with clients’ affairs.

‘“ We have never even considered this Dutch idea,’’ said the staff

manager of Lloyds Bank to-day. ‘I doubt whether it will have the
effect anticipated. Bank clerks are required to keep the business of
the bank’s clients secret and it is doubtful whether the employment.
of women would result in a higher degree of secrecy.’’ -
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The staff manager of Barclays Bank was of the same opinion.

T, ‘80
¢‘The employment of women does not appear to be called for,
far as secrecy is concerned,’’ he said.

Trae SUPERIOR SEX.

A ‘eminist i barrassing and trouble-
mory of a Feminist is often an em . -
omc;r ?}f‘irﬁgle Politicians who worked and voted agaunstfwomaxillf rs;ufe
?ra e find i.t so, as do also the erstwhile prophets who bfe }?rebs?l T aﬁd
daygs predicted the dissolution of the home, the n‘egle.ct gl uses;elll nd and
children, and unsexing of women as the inevitable r
’ .
women’s enfranchisement. N
1 But notwithstanding the annoyance she causes the Feminist goes
(E)n amusedly remembering many things. .
| call the incident of the learned judge—

| Among others sho MY reho recommended in all seriousness that

L i tion names—w
e will not mentio ‘ oss that
z;omen should not be granted licenses to operate motor cars

ional and unrealiable at times
; le temperament was 80 emotiona :
z;léetiellzi(fer a IIIJIO'COI' vehicle driven by a woman a hazard to life and

Jimb upon the road. | .
i And now comes Mr. H. Clifford Brokaw, technical adviser to the

)

West Side Y. M. C. A. Automobile School, New York City, with the

following to say:
‘ ¢h more
‘ 1 true that on the whole women are mu
foral pmb}::l)tla}rfl-—in the small things of life. {ntz} iﬁal emt;rI;
i i in that it is the wom
5 it has been proved time and again that
%v?: };,elrlx(l):gi:e;,lore level-headed and cool, who can pick her way out

'of a difficulty where a man goes to pieces.

| “In a study of motor casuallies it was found that eighty-se:)esrz
| were effected by men to every one by adw.oman.d Pl;%b?ﬁtlzx%;tig;x?a ](;e-
| iti reckless driving due . Be
'cause of these fatalities was reck Jue to Intoxjeation. e
*‘ d more to sobriety they make :

‘\‘frae;;'l:ei:lv ?L?lliznrzegl;rd. Speed is the second greatest factor in deaths

ili 1 sense of caution makes
tomobilists and woman’s natura' . .
ia:il'sliisbl)irkz}ly to indulge in this forn} of mania i%vheln Sheﬂllsa rll)e:i-l(;d n‘zl;:i
' is naturally more obedient to traflic laws '
Whgel;co Ssh{en;:aﬁtly and with a smile when a traffic cop h01dfstﬁp lh:
ignds wIl)lile a man motorist will pretend not to see the hand of the la
: b

if there is the least chance of getting by it, and will crab and kick
up a fuss if he is caught.”’

emotional than
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So that’s that, so far as the emotional temperament of women is
concerned. But there is still more, for Mr. Brokaw goes on to say:

““When women go automobile touring these days in knickers and
with hair bobbed short it is often difficult to distinguish whether the
driver is a woman or a man. More important is the fact that increas-
ingly it is impossible to tell by how the driver handles a car whether
she or he is female or male. This has not always been the case ; one
could once tell by the manner in which the car proceeded which sex
was in charge. Those evidently have gone forever. Women are even
demonstrating superiority in driving a motor car. :

‘““Women are instinetively cautious and caution is a good quality
to have handy in the driver’s seat. A woman is probably quickei
to recognize a dangerous situation than a man is and twice as quick:
to acknowledge it. Where a man will rush in headlong to take a chance
and stubbornly stick to a wrong course, a woman will hesitate and
nine times out of ten apply the brakes.” ‘

WE find ourselves greatly intrigued by Mr. Brokaw’s remarks. °

We, too, know that once you could tell by the manner in which a car
was driven which sex was in charge. Uncertainty, timidity, a slow
pace almost blocking traffic ; that was a sign that a woman was at
the wheel. But those days have gone forever, as Mr. Brokaw says.
Merely another instance of the fact that practice makes perfect, or
does it perhaps denote something more? ,

‘““Women are even demonstrating superiority in driving a motor
car,”” Mr. Brokaw says. ‘

This man with his facts furnishes food that is very palatable to .
Feminists and highly nourishing so far as the self-respect of women is

concerned.

We wonder what women will do when they have an equal chance
with men at the wheel in other undertakings ; in the arts, in the pro- .,

fessions, in government, in business, everywhere. :

The superior sex. We wonder! maybe the superior sex isn’t

the superior sex after all—(Equal Rights).

Nationan CounciL or WoMmMeN Exporses Equavrity.

Tae Woman’s Leader reports that at the annual meeting of the
National Council of Women, held recently at York, England, the fol-

lowing resolution was passed by more than a two-thirds majority:
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¢ That in view of the importance of the: thiqnal Council of
Women defining its policy on the status of women In industry before
the introduction of the promised Factories Bill, this Council demands:

in i i islati i trictions
1. That in industrial legislation, regulations and res
shall be based not npon the sex of the worker, but upon the nature of

the occupation. ‘
9. That in industrial legislation women shall be classed as adults

and not with ‘young persons.’ . .
3. That in view of the continued del:ay ir_1 the ratification .of the
‘Washington Hours Convention, it is of v1t.al un.pf)rtance tha(ti 111tl ani |
Factories Bill there shall be inserted a section giving to all a 1;{ .med
and women workers in factories and Workshops a 48-hour weg ; an

equality of conditions as regards:
(a) Night work.
(b) Overtime.

¢) Holidays. .
A(L ) That in any Factories Bill there shall apply to all workers,

irrespective of sex, all provisions concerning :
(a) General safety. .
(b) Protection from dangerous machinery.
(¢) The institution of fire drill.
(d) Lead processes carried on
(e) Weight-lifting.
(f) All special provision
welfare.”’ ‘

in places other than factories.

s and regulations for health, gafety and
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THE
GIFT IMMORTAL

Undimmed by the passing years, a jewellery gift is
a lasting memorial to the sentiment that prompted its
purchase. Pure gems in choice settings are gifts that

occasion delight to-day and many years from to-day.

We have an almost inexhaustive selection of unrivalled

specimens of the highest JEWELLER'S ART.

Surajmal Lallubhai & Co.,
Diamond Mer¢hants, dwellers

Gold and Silver Artwares,

313, Esplanade,

MADRAS.
BOMBAY. . CALCUTTA. RANGOON. TRICHY.
359, Kalbadevi 12, Lal Bazaar 134, Moghul 135, Big

.‘ ‘R.oad. Street, Street. » " Bazaar Street.

If it is Sarees whether Benares, Karachi
or from any place manufactured
in India.

S.R. B. & Son-sA is the word for
guarantee and quality.

6 Yards Sarees A Speciality

New Designs made to order

Fast colours Guaranteed

S.R. Baluswami Iyer & Sons,

The Premier Madura, Benares & Karachi

Silk Merchants, Manufacturers and embroiders,

No. 83, Nyneappa Naick Street,
Park Town, MADRAS.

Tel.: “ SARAH ™.
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