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- The Great Master.
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SWAMI SARADANANDA

A life of Sri Ramakrishna with Psychological and Philosophical
explanations of the various phasés of Hinduism. Swami Sarada.
nanda, one of the chosen disciples of the Great Master and the late
secretary of the Rimakrishna Mission, feeling the necéssity of a
biography with the full available dstails of the Master's life brought-
out a book in about five volumes in Bsagali unlier the title of Sri
Iamakrishua Leelaprasings which can fairly be called on exhaus.
tive treatment of the subject, considering the paucity of available
facts of the early days of Sri Ramakrishna and of the period of his
Sadhana. This present volume is the translation of that value book. -

Vol. 1. (The early life of the Master —with one simple and3
tri-coloured illustrations) Price Re. 2 4.
Vol. 11. (The period of his Sadhana—with 3 illustrations.)

' P_) ice Rs, 2,

To gubscribers of *The Vedanta Kesari Each 2 as. less.
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(1)
Srimad Bhagavat-Gita

/// (4th Edition)

with Saaskrit Text—word for word rendering—English
anslation—Notes By Swami Swarupananda.

Excellent Get-up 05/
Price Rs. 2-8. (?)
THE UPANISHAD SERIES
By Swami Sharvananda

Rs. A. P,

Aitareya Upanishad (Fsrst Edstion) 0 6 0
Isha Upanishad (Second Edition) 0 6 0
Kena Upanishad (Second Edition) 0 60
Katha Upanishad (Second Edition) 012 0
Prasna Upanishad {Second Edstion) 012 o
Mundaka and Mandukya Upanishads (combined) 012 0
Tuaittiriya Upanishad (Second Edstion) 014 0

(For subscribers to Vedanta Kesari, Price each2 As. less)
Each of the above contains Introduction, Sanskrit Text, Para-
phrase with word for word literal translation in English, Running

translation and Conunernts, . ‘ ’
Othey Uganishads in psc faration.

WORKS BY SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA

Complete Works Vol. I. Contains—Tbe Universe and Man.
The Soul of Man. Path to Perfection. and Necessity of Religion.
In this book many abstruse metaphysical truths of -the Hindu
Scriptures have been very lucidly expounded and elucidated in the
simple language.

Flexible bound, Price (reduced) Re. 1.
(To Subscribers of “ The Vedanta Kesari ' 14 As.

One copy of the “Consolation” by the same author will be given
Sree with the Look,

Sri Krishna the Pastoral and the King ~maker
(4th edition)

This book gives a clear idea of the full and varied ilfe of the
great Incarpaticn, Lord Sri Krishna, 1t reproduces faithfully and
accurately the glowing narratives of the Srimad Bhagavatam—the
inspired works of Vyasa with a'l its wealth of descriptive detail.

Price 12 As.

To Subscribers of « The Vedanta Kesari ' 10 as.

Path to Perfection (3rd edition)

(To Subscribers of «* The Vedanta Kesari )
True self of Man

Wisdom and Devotion

Search after Happiness
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The Vedanta Kesari Office, Mylapore, Madras.
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Sri Ramakrishna Vijayam.

A high class Tamil monthly dealing with religion and hilosophy,

; P
ethics and literature in chaste and simple Tamil, and stantgng out for
the best of Hindu culture and tradition,

Annual subscription : Inland Rs, 3.
The 8th year commences from :—Thai.
A good medium of advertisement.

Sample copies will be sent on application,

Foreign Rs. 4,

Please apply to The Manager

Sri Ramakrishna Vijayam, Mylapore, Madras.

TRANSLATIONS
In Tamil
To subscribers
of Vedants
Ordinary. Kesari and
R. K. Vijayam
Rs, a. r. Rs.a. ¢
Bhaktiyogam «» 010 0 0 8 0
ords of the Master By Swami Brahma.
nanda , . 0 50 04090
Path to Perfection By Swami
akrishnananda 0 2 0
Path of Devotion By Swami Paramananda 0 5 0 0 4 o
Chicago Address by Swami Vivekanands
(Translated by Sri Saila) 0 50 0 4 0
Principles and Purpese  of Vedanta (By

Swami‘ Paramananda, Translated by
P, Mamckaswamy Mudaliar)

0 3 0 6 2 0
Self.-Help and Self-Surrender (B

Swam: Paramananda, Translated b;
P, Manickaswamy Mudaliar)

0 1 6 0 10
Epistles of Swami Vivekananda Part1 ... 0 8 ¢ 0 6 0
Karma Yoga by Swam; Vivekananda 012 0 o010 o0
Nataraja  Vadivam and Thillai Thijry.

nadanam by Swami

' ‘ Vipulananda 6 20 01
Sri Ramakrishna Char

itramritam Pat |
Second Editiom in the Press,

My Plan of Campaign by Swami Viveka-

nanda 0 3 0

lOO&Sagings' of Sri Ramakrishna {Trans.

lated by Sri Saila). Cloth o 112 0 110 0
Paper . 1690 14 0

Message of Swami Vivekapanda (g

Swami  Sharvipanda, Translated b§:
P. Manickaswami Mudaliar) 0 4 0 03 s
The Universe and Man (By Swami Rampa

-

krishnananda. Translated by P. Manicka.
swamy Mudaliar) 012 0 010 0

\

(3)
‘Swami Abhedananda’'s Works.

- Complete Works, Vol. 1. Containa—Self-know ledge, Divine Heritage

e luanv Reincarpation and Four Smgle Lectures. Nice G‘l up.
M

Price- - Indian Edition Rs. 3. Foreign Edition Rs. 5.

Rs. a. P, Rs. A, P.
12 0
Philosophy of Work Paper ; !65 g Cl:th i 129
Spiritual Unfoldment " ! 11z 0
Great SAViout{' of the World ,, 30
How to be a Yogi , 39
Self Knowledge - Paper 1 80 :: 3
Divine [eritage of Man " 3
Im;i)a and Her People Paper 1 8 0 " A
le-incarnation X
Iaen::hedpur Lectures Paper 6) lg g . Q’
%Iuman Affection & Divine Love Paper. . E b
At Five Annas and Six Pies Each.

(1) Cosmic Evolution aé:d;gup;zzose@)(g}bfhﬁi‘i&ﬁ hsoi‘gnﬁ?
’ Divine Co . ther | )

ot C\glnt’i}'he(l?{)elat::n of Soul to God. (6) Tllfxe SClzn(;lf{;:equif;S
God. (3) (7) Simple Liviog. (8) Spiritua xs?m 1a Jove i's a.
o CaEon. d PI’IEmOnY. (10) What is Vedanta (; )13 ‘bo is the
5 'Umtyfasuouls‘? (12) Whya %iindu isa\’egetanax‘x: (qs )in‘Anciem
e in ?{indu Religion. (14) The \Word and the hro~ > JaAncient
]Imtic'e N (15) Religion of the Ilindus. (16} Philosophy

Envill:.l. (17) The way to the Blessed life.

i 040
Swami Vivekananda and His Work
At One Anna and Six Pies Each.

1} Does the Soul Exist after Death ? (2). Why a Hindu accepts
() | Christ and rejects Churchianity ?

1 4
i rks.
Sister Nivedita's Works. Sister Devamata's Wo
18
i Rs, 0—6
I v him ks, 28 | Heaith and glcgl:ir;i :
The Master as [ saw i e gt o "
A i Igdm{n IL;‘:e & l)e'xvt"\ e l-laqe;n s;nd Western Religi ot
ian stody of 1.c ath - T |
'}'n lndl)x of Indian History . 4 L: el e will "
Ce - " 11| Rowert ing and Vedanta , C—4
e e s Héndt:fnmﬁome " 1112 | Robert Bt;ownmg and Ve " T
Studies from an Eas - " What is Maya, y
Hil:m on Natiopa) Education n s | T mxlnd 2nd the »
1 9 ~thiure .
N te:n:f‘:ome Wandering with . Indian Cultv
e the Swami Yivekananda l--—«4 . w k‘
Kedranath a0 ;)}::imb:aravan " 175 | Swami Prabhavananda’s Wor ;
7 th an t y o ) v T
’15;2‘(;?:&‘&:14} National ideals ., :)-';(4) Superconscions }x;xon : o—s
Kali the Mother " s Subcor;scmus Min . 03
Siva and Buddha - 2| Cosmology o3
Al&it‘fessi\-e Hinduism w 04 Dyaamie Religion "
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A NEW BOOK
{American Edition.)

Sri Ramakrishna and his Disciples

BY
Sister Devamata.

Price Re. 4.

Days in an Indian Monastery
BY
Sister Devamata.
Price Rs 4-8.

“The Hindu'? 8ays——"""+:-+: eser.. Devamata has offered a worthy
Gurudakshina in the shape of this book". ... ......cc. “We are
perpetually surprised by th: freshness of her outlook, the vividness
of her transcript of the new life around her and the directness with
which she penetrates to the core of an immemorial civilization which
it is unfortunately the fashion of others of her race to misrepresent
and slander nowadays”.. ........... sevrrrenss-.'*She is ever on the look
out for the underlying reality.”............*It is as absorbing as novel."’
cnereeee ceeenee s..“She whields a wonderfully limpid and gracions style
which makes the reading of this volume............ a perpetual delight”

sseveccesesnseere

INSPIRED TALKS

By Swami Vivekananda

_The Book contains a series of illuminating coversations on
various religious aud philosophical topics daring the Swami’s seven
weeks’ stay at Thousand Island Park, America, ’

With portraits of the Swami and the house at Thousand Island
Park. Price: Paper Re 1-4. Cloth Re 1-12.

To Subscribers of ‘‘the Vedanta Kesari each 2 as, less.

Saint Durgacharaan Nag.
(he Life of an ldeal House-holder.)

This is the most charming presentation of the wonderful life
of a house.holder disciple of Sri-Rama Krishna, popularly known
as Nag Mahashaya—about whom Swami Vivekananda said, *I have
travelled far in different parts of the globe, but nowhere could I

meet a great soul like Nag Mabhashaya. Price Re. 1

The Vadanta Kesari Office, Mylapore Madras.

THE VEDANTA KESARI

¢ Let the lion of Vedanta roar.”
« Let me tell you, strength is what we want
And the first step in getting strength is to uphold
The Upanishads and believe that ‘I am the Atman’."”

Vol. XV] AUGUST 1928 [No. 4.
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Adoration unto the Supreme Being, pure, eternal and
all-pervading, the motionless Reality, the one Being,
meditating upon Whom the sages attain liberation, sure
and undifferentiated ; One out of Whom the visible world,
the scene of diversity comes, in Whom it rests and to
Whom it returns in the end when the world-cycles close.

Adoration unto the Lord, the Destroyer of all world-
liness and Bestower of Salvation, the undecaying Being,
the Master ; One who is attainable through meditation
alone, Who is free of illusion, and beyond the manifest and
the unmanifest; One who is of the form of bliss eternal,
gracious, guileless and without any attributes, the Over-
lord; One who is holy, and unbounded as the sky, and Who
is contemplated upon in Samadhi by the wise.

BraEMA Puranay
16



SPIRITUAL TALKS
.OF SWAMI BRAHMANANDA

I.

Devotee :—Maharaj, the other day you told me that
the mind can be made steady in two ways. Now, which of
these two I am to follow ?

Swami :—Do hold the mind fast to the sacred feet of
your Istam (Chosen Deity).

D.:—Head and heart are the two places; wherein
shall I meditate upon the blessed form of my Istam ?

S. :—Why, in the heart |

D. :—1In the heart! And how, venerable sir ?

S.:—Just consider your Deity as facing towards you
while you are,in meditation.

D.:—But in the heart are flesh, and bones, and blood;
how can a man think on his Istam there? 1Isit that He
is residing amongst these things—flesh, bones and

:00d ?  And shall T think on Him in this wise ?

S.:—No, don’t think of the flesh and bones at all.
Your Istam is residing right in the core of the heart itself
—develop this idea and meditate. In the beginning, of
course, the consciousness of flesh and bones, etc., will
sometimes crop up in your mind, but afterwards it won’t.
You will forget it totally; only the image of the Istam will
then reign supreme in your mind.

D.:—Shall T think on my Istam exactly as I find
Him in pictures and idols ? Or in any other way ?

-5 8.:—No; not exactly so;—in that

iform but living
and luminous.

II.
e D-v}!} CIe, Ol‘iptures I ‘have read and also heard
. from many that'Jadem should be performed contemplating

RES e ot oy
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simultaneously on the meaning of the 'Ma.ntram (Holl)y
Name). Now, how to thinkon this meaning ?—Letter by
letter or by the Mantram as & whole ? o .

S. :—Not so; and do you know what it is like? Itis
just like: addressing & man by his name. The mc'nnent I
iddress ou by your name, your form also flagshes ?nt;o my
mind gimilar is the Mantram and the form that is borne
out by it.

D..—How shall I perform Japam ? Mentally or
muttering low ? .

S. :—When you are alone in a solitary retreat, then.x
do it i;l.& manner as may be audible to you only. {\nd if
there is any body near-by, it must be done silently in the
mind: but the lips must move in either case.

I1I.

D. :=—For the last few days in my meditation,. I clearly
ceive. the Mantram shining forth in letters, bright and
pf!:ll ent bofore my eyes. Then I do not see my Istfxm,
:he I%Iantmm alone forming the sole objef:t of perceptxog.
What shall I do, sir? Shall I try to think on the u?a.ge
of my Istam alone after driving away the Mantram from
the mind? Or what ? s s ndood
1— is very good,—an auspicl .
Yes,ilx.rel;r {ltal':ta.t is go{)d%. But both have to be thox}:{g.k:lt; so;le.
The Mantram is no other than the Brahman 1d el
manifested through name. Hence you should not;l r;h
it off from themind. Thinkon the' Mantram and ; hsore ie;
holy form represented by it. Think on both. e
no good in banishing either.
D ..—Well, sir, which part of the blessed figure of n:);
Istam shall I think on first,—the face or any other paf
S.:—Why, begin from His lotus feet afterl;)ﬁe;mgr
unto them your salutations at first; and then—face, hands o
feet let come what may.
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D. :—Why the Mantram is so very long? 1Is there
any good of such a one ?

8.:—True, the Mantram sometimes becomes long.
But long or short; it possesses a special power ; and if you

perform Japam profusely you will know the truth of it in
no time.

D.:—Many are of opinion that if at the time of
Japam and meditation the fourth finger touches the rosary,
it constitutes a sin; may Iask you, sir, why ?

8. :—Do you perform Japam with the fourth finger ?
All right, you do as you like. And if you like to perfcrm
Japam with the fourth finger, you cando it without any
hesitation. It shall not bind you to any sin whatsoever.

IV.

D.:—Maharaj, again, Isee the Mantrim, flashing

before my eyes in a luminous form as before; what shall I
do now? ’

8.:—Don’t bother for that; it is a good sign I tell you
again. But you complain you do not perceive the form
conveyed by the Mantram. Why should you not, then,
perceive that also? Try to see both simultaneously.

D.:—How shall I steady the mind, sir?

S.:—By regular practice daily can you make the
mind firm and steady. And for this practice early
morning is the best time. Before meditation any reading
from the holy Scriptures would make concentration easier.
And after meditation half-an-hour's silent re#¥ i necessary;
for at the time of meditation you may not derive its desi-
red effect, and that you may have it a little later. Thera-
fore it is said that if immediately after meditation, you
divert your attention abruptly to any secular affairs or
similar other objects, it will not only do you great harm in
general but also deter largely the growth of your mind to-
wards spiritual realisations in particular.

SPIRITUAL TALKS OF SWAMI BRAHMANANDA 13
Japam and meditation, these are the food of the mind;
and their practice is what constitutes the first and foremost
necessity of man. If you ars not able to carry on your
Japam and meditation in the right way in the beginning,
even then you must not give up the practice altogether.
By practice alone you can gain a good deal. Daily two
hours’ Japam and meditation and then half-an-hour’s rest
is what is most required of everybody. And solitary
retirement is also a great help to the spiritual aspirant.
Simply by sitting silently in the secluded nook of & garden
or on the solitary bank of a river, or at the lonely out-
skirt of a vast, open field, or by being shut up within your
own closet, you can profit much. You must. fix up a routine
before you commence your gpiritual practices. And you
shall not take chargeof any such work which may stand
in the way of your following the routine.

V.

D. :—If at the time of meditation any form of any
god or goddess other than that of my Istam appears to my
mind, what should I do then, sir ?

S. :—Know it to be a very auspicious sign. Your Istam
Himself may appear to you in various forms. Heis one
and at the same time He is many. Do enjoy the holy
sight of your [stam and also welcome him that comes up
in His stead. In the end you will find these different
forms merging one by one into the sacred body of your
own Istam.

You must give much stress on Japam and meditation
specially on the Amavasya, Purnima and Astami Zithis (the
last day of the dark fortnight, the fullmoon day and the
eighth day of either fortnight of the month;, and also on
the occasions of the worship of Mother Kali (Shyama),
Jagaddhatri and Durga. You must also look upon all
women as your mother. And instead of giving any ‘pos-
itive’ word to anybody simply say, ‘I shall try’ ;—for you
may not be able to keep to your promise.
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D. :—Maharaj, you always insist on the same theme—
‘Serve your father.” But isit not a most unfortunate thing
for me, sir, that renouncing all I have not yet been able to
become & monk and serve your good self ?

S.:—Monk! You are already that. The only thing
demarcating is that you have not taken the Gerua (the
ochre-coloured dress of a monk). But, my son, (erus
alone can not make you a monk.

~ D.:—Is it not a great privilege to be able to join the
Holy Order (Sri Ramakrishna Order) and become a
Sannyasin and serve you ?

8. :—Indeed, it is; but by serving your sick father,
my boy, you shall attain to the same result, the greatest
good. And if you do not entangle yourself furthermore
by marital tie or otherwise, you shall have nothing to fear
in this world anymore. I ask you again, my child,
devote yourself wholly to your father’sservice and also to
Japam and meditation and the study of sacred books.

IN DEFENCE OF INDIA

For the last century and a half India has been the unfor-
tunate victim of foreign calumny and a target of relentless attack
from the Western press and the platform. The recent perfor-
mance of Miss Katherine Mayo in “Mother India” which, to say
the least, is but a dark specimen of an organised and camouflaged
method of strangulating the nobler aspirations of a resurgent
nation, beats all previous recovds in its naked indecency and rank
mendacity. But it is a hopeful sign of the times that this
dastardly attack of the American lady u
womanhood of India has not been suffered ¢
The scurrilous book has evoked a scathin
quatter and now stands self
ing testimony of facts

pon the society and
0 pass unchallenged.
g criticisma from every
-condemned in the face of the crush-

warshalled by the stalwarts of Indian
society to meet the charges laid at the door of India. The publica-

tion of a “Rejoinder*"’ by Mr. K. Natarajan, the well-known

*Miss Mayo's Mother India: A Rejoinder. By K. Natarajao, Editor of the
Indian Social Reformer. Published by G. A, Natesan & Co., Madras.

IN DEFENCE OF INDIA 127

Editor of the Indian Social Reformer, with a.thought;ulI-m;}-o-
duction from the facile pen of the learned Edlt‘or of tfe n 12.1n
Review, is indeed a fitting reply to ‘ the tissue o ca,.na,lns
embodied in “ Mother India”. The writer has catt.egor;\cla. 'y
exposed the hollowness of the c}‘mrges ma.(.ie by Miss ngiyscz
and proved to the hilt that “‘she 1§ a.”purbhnd prop{o;ga,.stic .
and her real purposeis political and ra.c.la.l rather .than a.htm ; r
She has spared no pains to calumniate the nat1<.)na.l'fc zfa.r:ci en
and aspirations of the Indian people so a.s' to‘ Jlgst; ty ote ih
domination in the land at a time when India .1s g 1&5 oo_
and nail for self-government and her fa.'te is trem mfg. in
the balance. She has picked up some 1sqlated facts 1onz
here and there and has generalised them 1.nto a sta.te'atr;lfn
affecting the whole nation. In fact “h.er aversion to evc.ari. ":5
Indian is rooted in ignorance’; ax.ld §t1ll she clmmfl an in u;m °
acquaintance with the life and aspirations of the fIx:hm.I}l3 p;olé ::l:.-
Abbe Dubois professed to do dl'u‘ing the regime of the E. I.
palnyl\llf'1 ‘: l;f;ri:d;:lsozciz;vize;erself an amalgam of vitiated taste
and co;‘l‘sene;s of moral nature. Vl.lltute-like he}' eir.e;s are ;]x:‘::l)lrz
fixed upon the charnel-house of ev.xl‘s of our.socn.zl ife :?h e
shrieks herself hoarse over the iniquities of Hinduism an e] f
dus”. She leaves out of account at the very outs.et the temples o
all-India sanctity and runs hurry-sc'urry t.o Kalighat to huhntt ‘u[;
the gruesome holocaust there and”“ls ter?’lﬁed at. the sla.fl‘g d.eln:-
affrighted goats in the Kali-temple”. Butinher 1‘1ghteousdms}1lgee
tion she totally forgets that “ thousa.nd‘s of goats a.;x. f t};:,
nd bulls, and pigs are daily killed in the wor's ip o. e
et | Iv-god in Europe, and America” as well as in India by
O ; | ;1ge(:' own ilk and colour. In fact Miss Mayo has. badly
Il::::il::l(\)ed her own face with the blood of the s&criﬁcje m' her
in;idious attempt to throw it on the fs'zc.e f thg Indians! Shf;,
moreover waxes eloquent over the rehgm.)us, social and sefu:
perversionsof the Indians and most unblushmgly asserts that t ‘e
whole pyramid of the Indian’s _woes, material a.nd' ‘spl'utu;;, ,
rests upon a rock-bottom physical base. T.he ba]scfa 1:‘;1 mm[;oz-,
his manner of getting into the world and h\s' sex-life enc.:e ‘
ward.” This kind of unwarranted hypothesis that r(uns riot in
her book, will serve as a perfect barometer to study th.e perverse
mentality of callow globe-trotters of her type, who take a van-
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ishing railway view of a country and lecture most eloquently
over the “horrible” evils of society. The learned Editor in his
“Rejoinder” makes a comparative estimate of the systems of ma-
rriage prevalent in the East and the West and shows that studied
ignorance of the social life of the Hindus is at the bottom of her
sweeping and hasty generalisations. The writer asks: Isthe
Ameritan marriage an improvement on the Hindu in any way?
Let Keyserling say in reply: “The possibility of re-marrying
every year ruins marriage much more fundamentally than even
the most frequent practice of adultery, for the latter does not
at all offend marriage as such, but only offends against certain of
its components, whereas divorce lays an axe at its root:. Con-
sequently, such American women as possess this characteristic
are, as types, either Amazons or courtesans, and the men, as hus-
bands, appear subjugated to such an extent as is otherwise found
only in polyandrous communities.”

The ludicrousness of the whole thing centres round her
imaginary search for “fly-blown Russian pamphlets” in little
book-stalls all over Indian Calcutta; and of all the provinces in
India she has chosen Bengal and its people as her special object
of animus and attack. ‘“Bengal,” she says, “is the seat of bitt-
erest political unrest—the producer of India’s main crop of
anarchists, bomb-throwers and assassins.  Bengal is also among
the most sexually exaggerated regions of India; and medical and
police authorities in any country observe the link between that
quality and queer criminal minds—the exhaustion of normal
avenues of excitement creating a thirst and a search in the
abnormal for gratification.” But it must perturb the self-compla-
cency of Miss Mayo to learn that even “this God-forsaken prov-
ince produced during the last century the largest number of
great Indians who have attained an international reputation;—
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Maharshi Devendra Nath Tagore, Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Keshub Chandra Sen,Swami Viveka-
nands in the sphere of religion; Michael Modhusudan Dutt, Toru
Dutt, Rabindra Nath Tagore, Sorojini Naidu in {he regicn of
poetry; Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose and Sir P. C. Roy in the realm
of science; Sir Surendra Nath Banerjee, Lord Sinha and
Chittaranjan Das in politics; Sir Gurudas Banerjee and Sir
Asthutosh Mukherjee in education, What a brilliant galaxy to
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spring out of the muck of Miss Katherine Ma.yo.'s most sexually
exaggerated province! Even New York and Chxcago,' we fancy,
have not produced greater men in so many spheres in comPar-
atively so short a time ! Did she ever care to have a peep into
the report submitted by late 8ir Narayan Chandravarkar .and
Mr. Justice Beachcroft appointed by the Government of India to
examine the scores of men who were held in confinement for
alleged complicity in anarchist doings, before brandying them
as fire-brands and monsters of immorality ? The President of
the New Orient Society, U. 8. A., rightly charges that the anon-
ymous witnesses, all speaking in Miss Mayo's own phrases,
parade through the volume and points out that Henry Hubert
Field, the defender of the atrocious massacre at Amritsar
in 1919, was Miss Mayo's constant companion in India; and
it is no wonder that he would be found by her more trustworthy
than either a Beachcroft or Chandravarkar ! A glance at the
aforesaid report would convince even an atrabilious fanatic that
“the talk about the degeneracy of these boys is pure bunkum...
The muck is, in fact, in Miss Katherine Mayo's mind more than
in Bengal or any other part of India, though of course, India like
every other part of the world is compounded of mud and sky.”

Mr. Natarajan has very ably shown in his book that ‘“the
Indian’s manner of getting into the world” is not essentially diff-
erent from that of other races and nations; that the child-marriage
with the safe-guards associated with it in all but a very
small number of cases, has not been a cause of race-degeneration,
and the age of marriage has been rapidly rising. It is indeed a
curious phenomenon that in all her vitriolic arraignments against
our social life and customs, the main spring of her inspiration is
Abbe Dubois whose sole aim was “to set off the excellences of
Christianity against the evils of Hinduism.” Like her mentor
she also scented phallicism in all the sacred marks and symbols
that are found on the foreheads of the Shaivites and
Vaishnavites of India but she forgets in her zeal that “no
Christian to-day is reminded by the Cross of the male organ of
fertilisation; neither is the Hindu by the Lings.” She would do
well to read the works of Prof. James Bisset Pratt, Monier
Williams, Dr. Barnett, Prof. H. H. Wilson, the Rev. J. E, Pagd-
field, not to speak of Indian writers, about the origin and

17
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significance of these religious symbols, in order to get rid of this
sex-obsession. Mr. Padfield concludes hischapter on “The Hindu
Bacred Marks” with the remarks that ‘‘these various details
remind us of the Christian mark, the mark of the Cross made
upon the forehead at Baptism, or of that seal mentioned in the
book of Revelation where the angel sealed the servants of onr
God in the forehead.”

Her attack upon Hinda women is the climax of her intellec-
tual perversity and coarseness of moral fibre. She is notable to
quote any specific authority to substantiate her monstrously
degrading accusation against the motherhood of India. Any one
who is in the know of the actualities of Indian life and of the
high honour in which the womanhood is held in India must
admit that her statement is a frigid, calculated lie. “India may
forgive Miss Mayo many things, but this cowardly assault on the
honour of her mothers, never ’.  An American friend justly re.
marked, ‘‘The book ismore arevelation of Miss Mayo than of
Mother India.”

She has, moreover, felt no scruple to take liberties with the
writings and statements of the persons of the position of
Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore; she has
shrewdly nibbled at stray passages from here and there to sub-
serve her nefarious purpose. The appendices of this ‘“‘Rejoinder”,
contain illuminating criticisms of Miss Mayo's book by Dr.
Margaret Balfour, Lala Lajpat Rai, Sir C. P. Ramaswami
Aiyer, Rev. Popley, Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore and Mahatma
Gandhi. Rightly has Mahatmaji said: ‘“Her book is the report of
a drain inspector sent out with one purpose of opening and
examining the drains of the country to be reported upon, or to
give a graphic description of the stench exhuded by the opened
drain.” In short the whole structure of Miss Mayo's book is “an
imitation of the scenario of a cinema show,” and is but an ugly
monument of deliberate suppression of truth, perversion of facts
and downright misrepresentation of Indian character and institu-
tion. It cannot be denied that every society, not excluding
ours, has its inherent defects and evils, and yields ample room
for improvement and reform but to weave the isolated and stray
incidents of social life into a sweeping condemnatory generalisa-
tion against an entire population for political ends is to stultify
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all moral sense and truth and thereby to prove one’s own woful
ignorance of the spring of social life and its distinctive mode of
evolution. However, we sincerely believe that the “Rejoinder”
must have its desired effect and we doubt not that the spirit in
which he has approached the subject and the critical scrutiny to
which he has subjected the “Mother India” will convince every
one that her book is a standing insult to the intelligence of
humanity and is the outcome of racial prejudice and a policy of
political propaganda to lower the Indians in the estimation of
other races of the world.

“Sister India *”* attuned as it is to the kindred strain of
the foregoing “Rejoinder” is published, says the author of the
pamphlet, neither in the specific interest of India nor for the
exclusive benefit of the United States—(although these two
countries with Great Britain as a third are most immediately
concerned). Its deeper purpose is the promotion of human
brotherhood based on mutual understanding and good-will. This
pamphlet is a valuable collection of the sober criticisms of Miss
Mayo's book by some eminent writers of the East and the West.
Mr. D. Norman Brown whose opinion is quoted in the pam-
phlet says: “Miss Mayo made of herself a kind of journeying
camera through India selecting for preservation the most horrible
and striking scenes that are quickly recordable. Coming from a
country barely three centuries old, she cannot visualise the
weight of five millennia of tradition in creating social inertia she
attacks, still less the situation responsible for the rise of tradi-
tion.” Mr. Alden H. Clark while writing in the Atlantic Monthly
proves beyond any reasonable doubt that “Miss Mayo's basic
assertions are not true, that she has leaped with magnificent
agility from one-sided and limited evidence to her general conclu-
sions, and that India remains the same land of mingled sorrow
and hope, darkness and vision, weakness and strength, that she
was before Miss Mayo made her very American, whirlwind tour.”
There are, besides, many such weighty opinions of other em-
inent personages, incorporated in the pamphlet, which serve as a
scathing exposure of Miss Mayo's malignant mentality.

The Asiatics have realised to their cost that the mealy-
mouthed Westerners, especially the Christian missionaries, are

*To be bad of Chester Green; 88 Washington Avenune, Cambridge, Mass.
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very subtle instruments to denationalise and misrepresent the
unwary Orientals. Sister Nivedita in her article entitled
“Lambs among wolves*" originally published in the West-
minister Review, has exposed the pature of the mischievous
activities of the Christian missionaries in India, who catry om
propagands in the West to paint the Hindu society in the
blackeet possible dye. The recent publication of this thoughtful
article in the shape of & booklet is sure to bring into the lime-
light of public views the sinister motive and characteristic of a
Christian missionary and will enable the sober-minded people to
realise the falsity of the unwarranted charges laid by Miss Mayo
and the like at the door of Hindu society,

In recent years many other books dealing with the culture
and problems of India have seen the light of day; and it would
not be an exaggeration to state that Sister Devamata’s “Days
in an Indian Monastery"tstands out as one of the most instructive
volumes so far written, in view of the realistic picture it presents
of the various aspects of Indian life. Sister Devamata has been
in intimate touch with the social and religious life of the Indians
for about a quarter of a century and unlike Miss Mayo, she has
studied and assimilated the varied expressions of the cosmic social
order of the Hindus and embodied her personal experiences in the
beautiful volume with the distinct object of “creating a wider under-
standing and a deeper sense of kinship between East and West.”
Miss Mayo has stumbled upon every aspect of Indian life and
her attack upon the womanhood of India has been mon-
strously indecent. The illuminating pages of Sister Devamata's
“Days in an Indian Monastery” will be an eye opener to Miss
Mayo if she cares to commune a little with the Sister of her own
clime and nationality. “The mother,” says Devamata, “is the
ruling spirit of the house.” “Indo-Aryan tradition gives great
freedom to woman. Unselfishness isa living, ever-present quality ;
a natural, spontaneous attribute of her character. Many of the
usages misunderstood by the Occidental world are based on a
desire to honor, protect or cherish woman—not to subordinate

® Lambs among wolves: By Sister Nivedita, Published by the Udbodhan
Office, 1, Mukberjes Lane, Baghbazar, Calcutta,

t Days in an Indian Monastery: By Sister Devamata: Puablished by
Ananda Ashyama, La Crescenta, California, U.S.A,
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or dishonor her.” “Indian women possess unusual executive
ability. Indo-Aryan annals contains the record of able rulers
and administrators among them. There have been notable
spiritual teachers also among the women of India. There ha.\{e
been various gifted poets among the women of modern India
but the Indian woman is primarily a mother and guardian of
the sanctity of the home.”

It is interesting to note that while Miss Mayo is oppressed
with filthy ideas at the sight of the sacred marks on the foreheads
of the Shaivites and Vaishnavites of India, a person of her own
sex and colour studied them from quite a different angle of
vision. “In South India,” says Devamata, “they put the maz.rk
of their religion on their foreheads. Every morning the l.)urd.en-
bearer of society stamps his face with this reminder .of hxs. fa,l!;h.
It may have become a mere habit or tradition, but it is indncfa,tnve
of a state of mind containing within it possibilities of higher
unfoldment which materialistic, acquisitional progress ca.nn'ot
offer.” She moreover touches upon the characteristic simplicity
of Indian life and remarks that unveiled frankness indeed appears
to characterise all Indians. “ The Indian manifests a.h.vay? a
striking detachment from his external life. He is sub]ectn.ve
rather than objective and he rarely identifies himself fully with
it Extensive quotations from the book can thus be pi?ted
against the frivolous remarks of Miss Mayo. Indeed it requires
a deep spiritual insight, sympathetic, intellectual ou'tlo.ok and,
above all, an untiring patience to understand and :assxmnlate and
then pass judgment upon the character and destiny of a race
whose cultural genius is diametrically opposed to that _Of America,
nay, of the whole Western world, Devamata’s book‘ is really an
acquisition and it would serve as a guide and corrective to many
an erring soul of the materialistic West.

The sober section of American population have alref;.d"y
recorded their sense of indignant protest against “Mother India”;
and if the result of the popular toll taken at the heated fleba.te
recently held in Scottish Rite Auditorium under .the pre.suiency
of Arthur Upham Pope, Chairman of the New anent Society, be
accepted as a proof positive of the American 8t.tlt:llde.t:OW&l"dS tl.xe
book, there is no doubt that the public opinion is sgainst it,



184 VEDANTA KESaRt

“The audacity of ignorance,” remarked Arthur Pope, *shines
through the book. I mark not only Miss Mayo’s lack ;)f mental
qualifications but her lack of ethical qualifications. The histor
of India is the history of people who love learning. If thi
Indians are illiterate, it is because their masters in the 18th and
19th centuries have not given them education.” He further
observed that the Ku Klux Klan, the oil cases, child labour and
the discouraging development of licence among young Americans
might as well be attacked even as India had been assailed by
Miss Mayo. Syed Hossain, an East Indian launched into a
spirited assault on the book. He pictured Hinduism as ** holding
aloft the torch of civilization throughout the ages.” * Mother
India,” he said, “is not sociology but pornography.” Thus the
better sense of humanity has prevailed at last. India stands as the
soul of the East. “ Behind India lies the long Indian summer
of the soul, thousands of years of the contemplative life and it is
this which has given her qualifications for world efficiency in thle
higher realms of education. When this is generally acknowl
edged then the Aryans of Hast and West may once more ’oix;
h.ands and out of the re-union must come a new and wider civilliza-
tion.” And we sincerely believe that these expectations of Sister
Devamata shall be realised at no distant future. May God fructif
these anticipations, d

S ———

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF HINDU BOYS AND
GIRLS IN SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

By His Highness Prince Ravi Varma of Cochin

*‘As 2 lamp dozs nat burn without oil, so a man cannot li
without G>d.” “The tender bambos can bs easily beat, but the f l:le
grown bamboo breaks when an attempt is mada to b;nd it el ) i
easy to bend young hearts towards good, bat the heart ofl .th o
escapes the hold when so drawn.”—Sri Ramakrishna Paramah:m‘:lld

“I.«:Yery humaa heart has its religious yearaing
for religion which sooner or later wauts to be aatis’f
Hon. F. Max Muller, l

it has a huoger
ed. "—The Right
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needs religious education, Hindu boys and girls should certainly be
taught the Hindu religion. Says Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa:
«Every man should follow his own religion. A Christian should
follow Christianity. A Mobammedan should follow Mobammedanism,
and o on. Forthe Hindus the ancient patb, the path of Aryan Rishis,
is the best.” It is highly necessary and advisable that the school.
going population —boys as well as girls—shculd receive also religious
instruction while attending schools and colleges.

It is to be admitted that the gradual deterioration of the Hindus
as a class is attributable to their failure to receive any religious educa-
tion worth the name and to their failure to have their actions
ipfluenced by what is said in their great works and religion, At a
time when most of the other nations of the world were sunk in compa.
rative ignorance the Hindus had attained a high state of civilisation
mentally, morally and materially. This is evident from the records
left by those who visited India when history began to be written and
from a perusal of Sanskrit works of unchallenged antiquity and
authenticity and the various braaches of knowledge. A parusal of the
accounts by Earopean visitors of the Empire of Vijanagar in South
India goes to show that the Hindus paid greater attention to the
religious and moral side of our education than to the material. No
State in Indiain recent times ever rose to such a prosperous condi-
tion as that of Vijanagar. Vijanagar can stand a favourable compa-.
rison, even from a material point of view, with any of the most
advanced modern States of Europe or America. Even its ruins—the
ruins of Hempi —commands our respect and admiration as much as
even the ruins of Ancieat Rome.

To whom does this Empire of Vijanagar which ross to eminence
during the Dark Ages of Hindu Rulers ( Vijanagar would not stand a
favourable comparison with any of the Empires of our Golden Age)
owe its eminence? —To Sree Madbavacharya who afterwards became
the great Swami Vidyaranya, the Vivekananda of those days. After
Sree Sankaracharya no oae his expounded so well the principles of
Advaita Philosophy as Madhavacharya. It is alsoa well-known
fact that there was no branch of science or art in which he had not
written standard works, quoted as authorities. In spite of the part
he played in the building up of this Empire of Vijanagar, this great
soul is generally known only as a great Sannyasin and scholar and
pot as really the original buildsr of this great Empira j uth.
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they have, in a wayat least, begun to realise the paramount import-
ancs of spiritual over material things.

‘We Hindus attained more material prosperity than sver attained
by any of the modern States of Europe under the system of educatioa
now in vogue, when we attached importance only to the spiritual and
moral phase of our education. Other advantages—material advan.
tages,which we reckoned only as evanescent and therefore less import.
tant—came, asa matter of courss, in the wake of our spiritnal
advancement, only as by-products to which we attached no great
importance. Our fall is commensurats with the gradual change of
ideal in this respect. Now tbat our eyes as well as those of the
other nations are opened by the recent cataclysm there are decided
signs of a change of the angle of vision. Let us strike the iron

while it is hot and take some effective steps to develop also our
moral and religious side before we cool down into materialism when
it will be too late to make the iron take the shape we want it to

~ assume. It is now that we want half a Jozsn Vivekanandas to pat
before us the simple universal truths contained in our Upanishads
and other sacred works in that masterful way which a Vivekananda
alone can do. It is, however, left to us to make an honest and earn.
est attempt in this direction. And this is the only way in which we
can, in our own humble way, requite the hard and stupendous
service that this great Swamiji did us, and prove that the invaluable
work he did on our behalf has not been in vain,

The high ideals of life depicted in ancient Sanskrit works do not
fall short of the high ideals of life even from the modern point of
view. The tenets and doctrines of Hindu religion comprise the
entire range of human concerns and relations and they can indeed be
adopted to all the needs and aspirations of mankind spiritual as well
as material. For instance, even the modern democratic ideals in
regard to Government fall short of the ideal in this behalf depicted
in the Ramayaua and Mahabbarata, the histories of the Solar and

.Lunar Dynasties,

The religious influence kept the people from not swerving from
the right path and from the high ideals laid down in the great
Sanskrit works on law and etiquette, We Hindus would not bave
risen to the high intellectual and material eminence we once occ.
upied had we not been living the life, enjoined upon aod required of
us by our religious codes. When religion began to influence us less
and less, we gradually began to deteriorate as is oonly natural in the
case of a class whose rise was due to the influence of religion,
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The state of things is not a bit better even after we Hindus
bave come into contact with the West, and even after we have been
educated for about a century in colleges after the model of those of
the West. In a word, we have not appreciably improved by the
Western system of education so long in vogue, as hitherto this system
has paid little or no atteation to the indigenous religious influences
which contributed to our progress and prosperity in the past,

It is desirable that East and West should adopt the course pe-
culiar to each to attain the object common to both. Many of those
who do not understand this fact fail to attain the object they have in
view. Many of these come to grief as they hunt after the shadow of
the Western ideal mistaking it for the real thing. No two men are
alike in every respect and it is thLerefore always a failare if one tries
to copy another in fofo while at the same time we see the wonderful
beneficial effect in the cass of those who only aspire to have their
angularities worn off by associating with worthy campanions, What
is true in the case of two individuals of one and the same community
must be true with far greater force in the case of two races so
different from one another as the Hindus and Europeans, If, how.
ever, proper and timely care ig taken, East and West may safely
absorb some of the best things of each and this in due course may
facilitate the attainment of a faller, nobler and a more perfect lifee
Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore rightly remarks that * the education that
we now receive comes from the West. It is frankly a foreign educa-
tion. This might be invaluable for us, if we already passed a

grounding in our own culture. But divorced from previous train.
ing in that which is our very own and from the vantage ground of
our very own assured position in the world's culture what we
receive becomes to us either as an outer embellishmentor as a burde.n.
For the ultimate significance of foodis in th.e li?ing b?dy and not in
the store.house, and where that unity of life '|s la.ckx-ng th.e food
merely accumulates and is not assimilated. Likewise if India has a
living culture of her own, an organic centre of all her cultures
co-ordinated, then only can she receive this knowledge of the West,
not as an abstract thing unrelated to her own life, but as a concrete
thing, fit for the various uses of life and giving an added strength to

her own mind.” .
it i i f education, enough to

As it is, we see in the present system O
warrant an 'alteration. E xperience has but too fully taught'us' c: the
evils of a system of education on foreign lines unattended with any
That the evils we deplore are not graver or

igious instruction. ;
religious in due to the heriditary tendency of the Hindu

worse than they are is
18
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mind which is essentially religious. Itis, however,a source of consola-
tion to feel that the Hindn University Act is calculated to givea
strong impetus to the spread of Hindu religious culture and lit.
erature. In the long gone past, i. e, the Golden Age when we ware
very prosperous, religion pervaded every phase of our life and our
deterioration began when religion began to influence us less and less.
The difference of opinion in regard to religious instruction is not on
principle, but on the mode and means of imparting it. This brings
us to the question of the form of instruction that should be adopted
to achieve the object in view. ‘This object should be attained by—

(1) Lessons in the first principles of Hindusim—tenets commi.
on to all the various denominations or sects of Hinduism,

(2) Lectures.

(3) Reading of stories from the Puranas which drive home iato

the pupils’ minds the principles underlying Hinduism and
rules for our life.

(4) Prayers and singing of devotional songs after the pupils are
made to understand the meaning of the words of which the
prayers and songs are composed,

(5) Lastly—this is the most important thing—the pupils should
realise in the hostel the ideal of Gurukulavasam.

Gurukulavasam means that the students live with their
teachers who treat them as their children whose conduct is closely
watched by them and to whom they render timely advice whenever
the teachers see that the pupils require such directions from them.
Such timely advice and giving opportunities to the students to imitate
the good examples set at home by their teachers can alone be ex.
pected to have any infiuence worth the name on the students,

For, from the very day people begin to write, what they daily
see before their eyes in the head lines of their copy books are the
noblest truths put in the simplest and plainest words, If what
people see with their eyes and hear with their ears were alone suffi.
cient to make them good, the world would have been composed only
of good men. But this is not what we always sze. So see-
ing and hearing alone cannot be expected to do much. While on
the contrary where young people have the benefit of being brought up
in the midst of living examples set to them by those amongst whom
they reside, the result is found to be most satisfactory. So no pains
should be spared to see the students develop their character in the
hostel under the influence of examples sst to them by their teachers
who will Sympathetically render their warJs timely advice whenever
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tbe latter stand in need of such help to enc'ble them t_o mould ?hex:
character in the right direction. Im this connection thdc:r_: t;s A
weighty circumstance which must not be overlooked. . Stu :
their general and educational as well as personal capacity ar: w a;:
out of the control and surroundings of home .when once t ehy : e
sent to school. It is the duty of those who claim to educatc.a them °
bring them up in the spirit of their (the students) own ancient and
domestic faith, The pareuats, cannot, as things.now. stand, be expecte
to do anything to help their children in lhi? direction, Tlfe pzf:;nts
are under the mistaken impression that their duty to their chi ;en
ends once the children are admitted into schools. "I‘hey are stxl; un :r
the impression that everything that is wanted will bs done by ht e
teachers as used to be done in the old days. Inthecase of t ose
students who are not living in the hostels th.e parents do .not keep u;
mind the fact that these students now remain under the influence o
their teachers for only about five hours a day in five out of 'ﬂ.le ssven
days of a week, The environments ur.ader whxc-b t?:ese innocent
young pupils io the most plastic period of their life form their
character, are, especially in towrts, not what they ought to be,

ing goes wrong with the children the parents hold the
schoifl ::::?s‘:tgag' of taachetgs responsible for what has happened. Most
of the subjects are taught in a foreign language a'nd the students have
to turn out a greater amount of work than En;hsh students to whom
there is no language difficulty. The popularnt? of a school flepe.mds
more on the percentage of success in the University exammatlo.ns
than on its influence on the formation of the chf;racter ?f tl.:e pupils.
So the teacher devotes the comparatively s'hort time at his disposal to
fill the students’ heads with notes or other wise ex?able. them to come out
successful in theordeal of the class .and University e:;ammatl?ns.
So long as a school succeeds in producmg. good results at the examina-
tions, it is sure to continue in its popularity.

This is why the thing that plays the most important part in the
formation of the students’ character is the influence they are under
outside class rooms; hence our insistence that every student. should be
required to live in the hostel where the Gurukulav?.sam life should
be given rebirth. Great and insuperable as.the dlﬁjxculty may be in
schools to adopt & course of fessons on religious .subjects, means can
easily be devised in hostels where the students will have f.re: act:;ess
to the gracious presence of revered teachers competent to imbue ) em
with high ideals of duty and noble ideals of conduct so as to orm

part and parcel of their being.
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In ancient times religion was not tanght assuch in one’s
younger days. The young people were brought up under a strict
course of discipline and they led a life as laid down in the Smrities.
They at this stage were taught the religious tenets. At the next
stage, when they had passed their boyhood or girlhood, they began
the stady of religion by the perusal of Puranas in the sacred lang-
uage (Sapskrit) or in the vernacular. These Puranas also tell of men
who had bliss or misery according to the good or bad lives they led.
The teachings of these works kept people in the path of virtue.
Later on in life those who aspired to know more of our religion, took
to the study of the philosophy of that school to which they belonged.

The text-books proper of our religion are the Puranas, Upanishads
and the Philosophies of the different schools.

As the great men of the Puranic Age never thought that their
commuaity would so deteriorate as to require a primer on religion
explaining its tenets and religious observances to bring home to them

the truths of Hindu religion, they never wrote a text satisfying the
conditions then existed,

It is our considered opinion that Hinduism should be taught now
by means of suitable primers on religion; and we trust that the
Ralers of Native States, conspicuous ‘amongst them being Their
Highnesses the Maharajas of Mysore and Kashmere who may justly
be called ¢ The Defenders of the Faith® and noble men of the type
of His Highness the Maharaja of Durbhanga than whom a better
prop our religion has not, shonld take the necessary steps or make the
first move to have such a text book published by one well versed in
the Puranas, Upanishad and Smrities and who has at the same time
caught the true and broad spirit underlying Hinduism of the right
type which is tolerant and not opposed to other religions,

Before concluding the sectioa dealing with the means to be
adopted to impart religious instruction in schools and colleges, some
extracts are given, which go to prove that it is absolute]
to give our children religious instruction, to see that
living force with them and to diily devote some time to contempla-
tion and prayers. R. W. Irine writes: ¢ All iife is from within
out, This is something that cannot be reiterated 100 often. The
springs of life are all from within, This being true it would be
well for us to give more time to the inner }ife than we are accustomed
to give it, especially in this Western worlq, There is nothing that
will bring us such abundant returns ag to take a little time in the

quiet each day of our lives. We need this to form better the higher

Y Decessary
religion is a
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i i this in order to see clearly in miad the
l:.;‘h :‘pl;f:‘ wri,:hm:: would concentrats and focus the thought
:o::f:. We need this in order to ::a:::ﬁ c::.tinually anew l:ld 'r::
ious convection with t BitBe.co sesnsrsorenconses

:(ng:::nc:?c}llo:m is to be found oz.:ly v;vitbin. and t:ia 1? do:
once for all, and in a manuer in whucl.x .lt cannot 'ot :frv:::hct
done, when we come into the conscions.. living re?liu‘t;onm e The
that in our real selves we are essentially one.thh t 'e l\;“ ca‘;
and open ourselves continually so tha.t this Divine ifo o
speak to and manifest through us. In fhls way we collne ‘: -
condition where we are continually walking wit!l G?d. nrt ns. :
the consciousness of God becomes a living reality in our w:st, ‘T}:,
in the degree in which it becomes a roahty. does "f b.nng usdn ow"
realization of continually increasing wisdom, msxg.ht ;n po nce.
This consciousness of God in the sm_xl.of man is t e r:me ¢
indeed, the sum and substance of all rethgxfon.ver'l;h:a;de;: es ;;a;
i i act and every moment of e ., .
s:;:;::::: i’dentify iteelf with every moment of ev{ery- d;y a:d v;:;:
every act of life is religion in name only and not in reality. e
naked sage Totapuri used to say : If a brass pot be not mm.t
daily it will get rusty. So if a man does not contem?late th; . hl y
daily his heart will grow impure,” And so does §r1 Ramakris n:f
ssy: “As to approach a monarch one must ingratiate onese
with the officials that keep the gate and surround the' throne, 80 to
reach the Almighty ome must practise many devofnox:?,aswellas
serve many devotees and keep the company of tl.xe wise, ;All these
sayings .of the sages and savauts go to prove. in an unmistakable
term that the imparting of spiritual education to our boys and
girls is as essential and vital as life itself.

The next question that has to be considered is whether .tb.ere are
any books on Hinduism the perusal of which can help the individual to
develop his or her character and bring out the best qualities possible
to human life and character. Indeed there are many such works
written in Sanskrit and in the Vernacularsas well as in English. To
achieve this object, namely, to mould character and to enable emo-
tiops, the most important works are the Puranas in Sanskrit. Selec-
tions from these sacred books bearing on the phase of character under
discussion must be read and explained. Next in importance are the
original works in the Vernacular of great men of the type of Tun.
chath Ezhuttachan, the Vyasa of Malabar. Lastly, are the true tran.
slations in Vernacular and English of the Paranas and Upanisbads,
It is bardly pos:ible that the translations of our sacred works cazn be
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equal to the original, But, though the finer touches may be lost in
the translations, the great outlines will no doubt remain. And
surely, by means of their own mother tongue, people who are not

instructed in Sanskrit language may obtain ready access to the vast
religious treasurers of their motherland.

Besides this ancient heritage of national culturs, the teachers at
least should read as often as possible such works in English as the
Life and Sayingsof Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, the Lectures of
Swami Vivekaranda and the latter’s life in four volumes by his disci.
ples. These works in English vividly bring forth the spirit of
toleration and universality that pervades Hinduism, One who has
caught, the spirit that runs through these biographies and lectures is
the proper person to teach the pupils the tenets of Hindu religion.
These books indubitably prove that Hinduism as a system of religion
fulfils all the conditions necessary for progress and endurance, is
eternal inits truth and application and needs but due understaading
and observance to enable one to attain the highest development one
is capable of. If Hindus have deteriorated and fallen from the high
pedestal they once occupied, the cause of their down fall should be
sought elsewhere than in an original defect of the religion itself, If
this deterioration is to be checked and our community is to be restart.
ed in its upward march, religion must be pressed into service so asto
vitalise the manhood as well as the womanhood composing the

community, The situation is one with which religion alone can
grapple.

In order to maintain a steady and sustained progress we must
always keep a high ideal before us. It was with this view that

the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerji once observed: ¢ Let us not¢
therefore minimise the value of ideais. They appeal to imagination,
stir the beart, stimulate the noblest springs of action, but ideal and
practical must be blended into one harmonious whole,
be no divorce between real and ideal. The ideal must be subor-
dinated to the practical governed by the environments of the situation

which must be slowly and steadily developed and improved towards
the attainment of the ideal.”

There must

*In nature as well as in the moral world there is no such
thing as cataclysm. Evolution is the supreme law of life and affairs.
Qur environments such as they are must be improved and developed
stage by stage, point by point till the ideal of the present
becomes the actual reality of the next, or jt may be the succeeding
goneration."
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In the words of Mr. N. Gopalaswamy Iyengar we may say: * It
is man.making religion that we want, it is man-making education, all
round that we want, Itisnot given to every one to beco§ne the
‘Dheera’ spoken of in the Upanishads, Let us not compromiss our
ideals on account of the poverty of our achievamants..............‘.‘ -
Let us not scoff at those who are strooger than we are and loo.
about for learned arguments to make our weakness a virtue and their

strzength a vice.”

e )

THE RURAL RECONSTRUCTION MOVEMENT
IN SOUTH INDIA

(Concluded from the July issue)

By A. Appadorai, M. A., L. T.

The most common cry is “Back to the land.”” The Jectarer m.akcs
a passionate appeal to all to go back to the villages and set them ngh.t.
It would be interesting to know how many of the all take up this
passionate appeal. Assuming for the pr.esent that the produc.t of our
University is willing to go back to the village, the fact rbmanns: that
by his temperament and training, he is unfit to be of mfxch service to
the village community. His knowledge of agriculture is such 'that he
would be ** far more likely to spoil the stalk already there than to
multiply it.” He feels himself completely cut off from the people
there: his knowledge of the mother tongue is rather scanty and
he has little to teach the masses. The villager often does not want

such a man.

Again, taking a broad view of the interest.s of tl?e cou.ntry, it
cannot be said that urbanisation and its concomitant of industrial pro-
gress have gone forward sufficiently. The problex.n would appear to
be that there are proportionately too many depending on the land—
and no country purely agricultural has ever becor.ne grea.t, as no
country purely pastoral has attained any celebrity in the history of
the world, Industry needs to be developed too, and educated men

" are required for this purpose as much in towns as in villages.

And above all, our aim must be to harness the resources of. all
available educated men for the service of rural reconstruction.
There is not only one method by which the educated may con‘tribute
their share, Every one has his bent and opportunities, at.x'd xf.evefy
educated member of the community makes a small contribution in
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money, time or energy, the aggregate contribution will be very con.
siderable and the village reconstruction is bouad to proceed at a rapid
pace. Organisation is the vital need.

Organisation, broadly speaking is such a disposition of the en.
ergies and resources of the edncated community as to enable them to
produce the most desired and composite effect,
become so complicated that, unless there is efficient
associations, individual efforts, however
infructuous.

Modern life has
organisation into
well-meant, are bound to be
Organisation evokes and keeps up interest and enthu.
siasm, They presenta valuable opportunity for workers in the
cause to come together to discuss the actual condition of affairs,
note of the difficulties which beset the path of further progr
compare notes in regard to the needs and necessities and the

in which they should be tackled, to take counsel and lay out plans for

the future. It keeps alive continued and concerted effort. Organisa.
tion is in fact the key of the situation.

to take
ess, to
manner

As the initiative for organisation must come from a unified body,
it is suggested that a joint committee of the Y.M.C. A,, “The Rama.
krishna Mission™ and “The Servants of India Society"—the three vol -
untary agencies with established reputation and confidence in the
country, and working for the uplift of the masses—may be formed in

Madras. Its main business will be to educate the pablic on the

need for a net-work of associations of edacated men in the country,
for rural welfare, and to give a lead to the formation of such associa-
ions,

Any semi-urban area with a population of 30005000 may serve
as a suitable unit for one such association, It has generally within
it 20—25 educated men of different grades and occupations. It may
be called a * Rural Service Centre.” Its main sphere of activity will
be the villages all round. It is necessary that every such centre
should have two or three men who can devote more time and energy
to the task than the others, If the place has one or two retired men
with knowledge and experience, they may well be appointed as the
working heads. Care should be taken in choosing such leaders, for
on their organising ability and on the confidence they are able to
command does the saccess of the organisation depend, Every Rurai
Service Centre should have a good office system, with specific rules
for work, and proper records of decisions agreed upon and work done,
as this alone will ensure continuity of purpose and policy.

At first such “Rural service centres

may be independent but
in dae course, the various local centres ma

y bave a central agency
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i aking work
for the district for the co.ordination of work, and f:;e :1 wbi S
::ore effective. And finally these may l:a:le:;e e ,in e e
r
i .ordinate the work of the ce.n N
°ﬁ°°tw;1yI:§i: Thus will come into existence, a voluntz?!;;l;gand .
°_f Soz: the eéuca.ted community with a cmm'nonitsp e aation
ot k, independeat of the Government in A
T . ate with the Governmeat depar'tments aidi En“
o :lcl:dytl:‘)::o.:np:rgiving a tone to the public opinion of the country
aided by them, :
on all matters affecting rural welfare. o qeetioned; it may
i isation may .
ssity for a mew organisa [y
e ':iee:iethaz the co-operative movement should be:dusec:lt ;ocredit
o The answer is (i) that it is largely coPceme” wi el
it a better not to interfere with its business side ; n(u) thatluntarg
. l; y Setate movement it does not give full scope~for vo y
largely a m
energy to be utilised.

isation, local and central, will have as
f the organisation, . '
Al tbe’ W°‘:; ostrengthen the life of the villagers, to stxm};x:al;:
i i alm . - . - .
its .mia l::lligence, aad to bring some joy into their exlttez:;; B
- 4, however, that the aim should be‘ not to ; i
wmamlbet:ol: them, but to enable them to yemove thesy own obst:c s a:dero
' . )
Ob.smc ° t an internal cohesion among them, by making t emfu .
boe a‘b‘:lua,catnupon the knowledge that all are members of on-Tl al;m {‘;
- u
:::aa:(:v:u hurts one hurts all, and that prudence and good-will sho
make them work together for the common good. , ‘
The main lines of work may be indicated as follows o )
Wherever possible reliable Government statistics already avail-
1 . be made use of by the Rural Service Centres, but ther: 1sr:.
a . . - a
o msis of opinion that statistics and lnfqrmatxon nnl gene;as“uc.
co:ce:equate specially viewed from the point of rural reco
not a )
i it is twofold.
tion. The need for i -
i. There is a variety of local conditions not only between oue
1. .
district and another, but village and village.

ii. With regard to many details, much mor: s[?:: i\d.v:;‘l:yiiz
tial. Dr. Gilbert Slater says, ** So far as the Madras . v
et d, it appears to me that the first thiog to be done xs.to co f
°°“°°::1 Ze;l mgre information in order to ascertain for :llag.estge
:lig':ent types what is the critical a.gricultt.xral opem.f::::::1 ti::h;stime
ne which there is most difficulty in .gettlng comp! ed in the
Zvailable whether ploughing and sowing or t.ransplautn ghat harves
ing, and 'with regard to that critical operatlnon, owirt?:n v:ime o e
work can be done by a given labour force in a given ume,

19
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exactly as possible how much time is ordinarily available.” We
should get away from the idea that any development is possible with-
out study, preparation, and effort. The questionnaire issued by the
Y. M. C. A. may serve as a rough basis, but it neads t> bs elabo.
rated s0 as to include greater details of agricultural life in the
villages.

The next step is to make these statistics available for the mem.
bers of the Local Service Centre and other centres for stwdy and
research, The more general problems arising out of these may well be
left to the central agencies, which will contain the highly educated
members, but the local application of each of these is the specific
work of the local association. Following are some fields where
research is essential :—

i. How far improved methods of cultivation as practised in
the countries are applicable to South India in general, and to the
various localities in particular. It is erroneous to think that this is
the particular privilege of a Government Department ; men who
have studied econoinics, and are conversant with local conditions
may well study these interesting questions—e, g., the minimum
quantity of water in irrigated fields required for proper growth,—use
of artificial manures,—mechanical methods,—whether the farmer
will appreciably gain by selling his crop as.**paddy”’ or “rice” keeping
bye products to himself, the nature of an economic holding in
different localities, and the possible means of achieving it, etc., etc,
Such work is in fact done by voluntary agenciss in Australia,
U. S. A,, etc.

ii. Connected with this is the problem of cottage industries
suitable for each locality—the economic possibilities of kbadder,
weaving, pottery, mat.making, coir-making, fruit and dairy
farming, sericulture, poultry farm, preparing ghee, vegetables for
market, etc., considered with reference to local resources, traditions
and aptitudes,

ili. Possibilities of development of other forms of co-opera-
tion, in relation to particular localities,—in many a country,
co-operative societies have been made the basis of rural life in all its
aspects.

iv, The best way of developing village cohesion.

v. Another very large field of study, in which the teacher
members of such centres can take part is in regard to village educa-
tion. It is no doubt agreed on all hands that the instruction given
in village schools should be adapted to the conditions of rural life,
and that the school itself should be the basis for the amelioration of
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village life ; and it may be expacted that a workable scheme will soon
be introduced here. But as Mr. Mason Olcott has shown, much
remains to be done—the minimum essentials in the primary school,
the courses and methods of iastraction best adapted to Indian
children, the standardisation of a few educational tests, etc., all
require to be thought out, and the best scheme ought to be evolved,
and laid bare,

vi. There is again the question of the best methods of edu-
cating the adults,

Statistics and study are only a preparation for the real work—
propaganda. Propaganda is of two kiads (1) indirect, (ii) direct.

(i.) Indirect propaganda consists in

(a) creating an effective public opinion in all matters affect-
ing rural welfare. Indecd, the hope of the future lies in an aroused
and énustructed public opimion; this can bestbe accdmplished by
means of public meetings, and periodical gatherings, magazines,
booklets, pamphlets, leaflats, public notices, placards, and pos.:
ters.

(b) in effectively briaging to bear on public bodies and the
Government the need to spend more money on rural communica.
tions, housing, and saaitations, extension of rural dispensaries, start-
ing cottage industries, to focus attention on the arranging for exhibi.
tions and agricultural demonstrations ; in fine, to stimulate dynamic
effort in such rural welfire schemes. This is best achieved by
making represeatatioas through represeatative badies; aad well-
thought out constructive schemss will receive
tion,

due considera-

(i) Asat present, the villagers canunot bs reached through
newspapers, and magazines ; real constructive work can be done only
by heart to heart talks with the villagers on the many immediate
problems affecting them. It will no doubt test the patience of those
who undertake it, It follows that such missionary work depends for
its success on the proper attitude of the workers, and the tact they
have and the confidence which they are able to command, Negatively,
the evil effects of drink, gambling and untouchability, the wastage
of too much money on socio-religious customs and ceremonies
have to be conviaciagly presented; positively, the need for keeping sur-.
roundings healthy, the possibilities of *c>-operation” and the need for
taking to it in the right spi it, instruction in better scientific and
improved methods of agriculture, —the valae of economic holdings,
the value of sead selection, use of artificial manures, etc,—to those
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who can understand them, and above all the need for a higher stand-
ard of life, a sanguine outlook on lifeand the need for making indivi.
dual as well as corporate effort for realising such a standard, and
the need for prudential restraints, All these and a thousand other
details of life need to be impressed on their minds. Of course only

such of these members as have time at their disposal can well take
to this form of activity,

Different from, yet closely allied to propaganda, is the funda.
mental question of Adult Education whizh is the means to any
effective understanding of propaganda work. Burkeley siys: * The
initiative for any successful movemeat towards adult sducation
must come in India as elsewhere, from voluntary agencies, and un.
less they take a leading part in its control such a movement is not
likely to prosper.” Adult education is spscially and very particularly
in need of this spontaneous service of voluntary enthusiasm. The
example of Denmark is really inspiring.

Limitations of space do not permit me to enter into a detailed
consideration of this subject, Suffice it to saf, our main problem
here is * Elementary Adult Education " i.c. of those who have had
no schooling, and are totally illiterate. Educated parents are the surest
guarantee of educated children. For this far.reaching problem, no
carefully devised plan of attack :has yet been adopted and in con.
sequence much of our work has been like that of men groping in the
dark, Adult schools with regular tri.weekly classes in the slack
season, or night schools alone will appear 'to be possible, unless more
time can be devoted by workers of tha association who will have to
travel far from their places of living and avocation. Bat the mere
starting cannot ensure success. Persuasion by Thasildars and Head-
men will have to be done to get a good number of adults enrolled,
and to secure their continued attendance. In arranging for all work
and in methods of teaching, we should, by the way, never f orget that
we deal with grown-ups aund not children, allowing far greater self.
determination. The adult needs a very varied and interesting pro-
gramme. Occasional rambles, music, concerts, and lantern lectures,
must be arranged. After a good proportion have gained the Literary
certificate, circulating libraries may be started, with interesting
story books, illustrated magazines of art, and stimulating and interest.
ing pamphlets on subjects like gardening, poultry, first aid, dairy-
farming, etc. This will set back the danger of a relapse into illiter cy.

The above suggestions indeed presuppose an earnest desire and
an intelligent outlook on the citizen’s relation to the social polity.
' !
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they alsoindicate the lines of work and show that all branches of
rural welfare work must advance simultaneously—but they do not
exhaust the subject, The aim, throughout has been to show (1) that
organisation is the first requisite, and (2) that different kinds of work
suited to the varying educational attiinmeats, bents, and the amount
of time that each can devote tothe cause of social service must be
provided to keep the organisation alive, and to attain the ideal—* the
ideal of a smiling and prosperous country side.”

SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA *
By Rao Saheb C. Ramaswami Aiyanger.

I.

When Swami Ramakrishnananda came to Madras in 1897, he
was first lodged in a small building on the Ice House Road, rented
by a few admirers of Swami Vivekananda. They also undertook to
defray the Swami’s expenses. Sometime later, he moved intoan
apartment of the Castle Kernan, popularly known as the Ice House,
which Swami Vivekananda himself had occupied during his stay in
Madras and which therefore carried with it the memory of his holy
association,

The Castle belonged originally to Mr. Bilagiri Aiyanger, one who
had been able to endear bimseif to Swami Vivekananda, He was one of
the supporters of the Math in its early days and he made a provision
in his will for the payment of Rs. 12 a month to Swami Ramakrish.
nananda.

On his death, the Castle came up for auction. We felt that if it

passed into the hands of a stranger, the Swamiji was likely to be put
to the necessity of looking out for another place to live in and so we

* In July 1922, after the birthday of Swami Ramakrishnananda, at the request
of the Editor of the Vedanta Kesari, I recounted some of my experiences with the
Swamiji which were published along with other reminiscences "in the Ramakrishe
napanda Memorial number of the journal issued that month, For want of time,
the account I gave then was notas full as I should ‘have desired. I am therefore
altempting now to supplement it by relating other incidents that come tomy mind
about his life and the early days of the Madras Math, [C. R.A.}

Swami Ramakrishnananda was a direct disciple of Sri Ramakrishna Parama-
bamsadeva. He founded the Madras Branch of the Ramakrishna Math & Mission

at the request of his world-renowned brotber disciple Swami Vivekanandg—Eqd,
V.K,
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were anxious and desired that if possible some friendof the Math
should purchase it. Among the bidder was such a person in Dr. M.
C. Nanjunda Rao. He had an idea of establishing a hospital and
pursing home there. He offered up Rs, 16,000 for the house and

then gaveit up. It was knocked down for Rs, 17,000 or soto a
Zamindar,

As the auction was proceeding, the Swamiji sat unconcerned in a
far end of the compound, on a long backless bench, away from the
crowd that had gathered. I was watching the biddiog and occa-
sionally went up to him to tell him, how it was progressing. He looked
up and said, ** Why do you worry about it? What do we care who
buys or who sells ? My wants are few. I need only a small room for

Sri Gurn Maharaj. Icanstay anywhere and spend my time in talk-
ing of Him.”

As we had anticipated, Swamiji had subsequently to vacate the
portion he had occupied in the main building. He was then lodged

in a small out-house in the compound where he lived till he moved to
Mpylapore. :

When Swami Brahmananda came to Madras, he heard from us
the story about the Ice House. He then remarked, * You were not
wise in allowing it to pass into other hands, That is a place where
Swami Vivekananda had stayed and if you bad acquired it for the con.
tinuance of his work, it would have been very nice and a fitting
memorial to him. If you had only told me, I would have somehow
found the money and would not have let slip the opportunity

that presented itself. Sasi is naturally indifferent to such things.
You all ought to have done something,"”’

Though the incident shows two eminent god-men seemingly
different in their outlook, it reveals unmistakably the greatness of
each, Swami Ramakrishnananda was so absorbed in the realm of the
spirit that he did not care very much for institutions or organisations,
But on the other band, Swami Brahmaoanda in spite of his child-like
simplicity and the giddy height of spiritual illumination which he
had reached, possessed a keen judgment in business matters, This is
what enabled him unerringly to pilot the work of the Mission as its
first President for over a quarter of a century,

11,

Swami Ramakrishnananda was shy of appearing in public or
making speeches. 'His method of teaching was conversational, But
whenever he did deliver a lecture, it made a profouad impression. 1f
I remember right, the very first public lectyre he delivered after his
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arrival was on * Sri Ramakrishna and his Mission” ut'xder the
auspices of the Y. M. I, A., Justice Sir S. Subrahmanya Alyef" pre.
siding. The effects of the address were far-reaching. Swaml’]l had
prepared with care and the manuscript of the address whn.ch h.e
handed over to me, I preserved for neatly ten years, after which it
was published by Mr. P. R. Rama Aiyer.

The name of Swami Ramakrishnananda became well-known in
the city and his work was appreciated on all sides. 'In 1902, a public
meeting was held in the Pachayappa’s Hall to devise measures for
giving the Mission a permanent footing in Madras. The meeting
was largely attended by the citizens of Madras and they resolved
ss To perpetuate the memory and continue the work of the late
Swami Vivekananda by establishing an institution in the city for the
study and propagation of Hindu religion and philosolﬂxy.." Then an
attempt was made to collect funds and in this Swamiji did not spare
himself. He used to say, * Bzgging is a test of egotism and you can
measure how much ego you have by how much you mind it» He
took the lead and accompasied by one or two young men, went
from door to door in Triplicane, Mylapore and other paris of the city.
It took two years to realise Rs. 1,700.

Then Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyer issued a fresh appeal. He
wrote:—¢* The Order of Sannyasins to which these disciples of Rama-
krishna Paramahamsa belong, is the noblest in the world for the work
of philanthropy untainted with any consideration for the promotion
of selfish ends. It has been resolved to found an institution in this
city where men will be trained to preach the Vedanta, not for a salary
or other remuneration, but for the love of humanity., Pandits and
scholars will bz invited to assembliss periodically held for the dis-
cussion and elucidation of Vedantic truths, Agencies for the relief
of the destitute poor and the instruction of the masses would be
organised under the conirol of this institation ...Funds will be need-
ed for carrying out this noble undertaking. Shall we lack them in
this land of a thousand charities ? Devotion to duty, singlenessof
purpose and a faithful discharge of duty voluatarily undertakea must
convince the people that their contributions will be well and nobly
spent. The reproach will be great if the opportunity is neglected:
Under the blessing of God and the immortal sages of this ancient

land, success shall be ours.” I
111,

The appeal had a steady response, though slow. With the col.
¢ctions made, the construction of a building was undertaken in 1906
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on a small site on the Brodie's Road obtained through the kindness
of the late Akula Kondiah Chettiar, an ardent admirer of the Swami jie
On an auspicious day, Swami Ramakrishnananda cooducted the relig.
ious ceremonies, It was his desire to bring Swami Brahmananda
to inaugurate the function butit could not be arranged. Some
friends requested Swami Abhedananda who .happened then to be in

our midst after his first visit to the West, formally to lay the founda-
tion.

Mr. A. S. Balasubrahmanya Aiyer took charge of the work. The
building was completed in November 1907 and he wrote to the
Secretaries of the Memorial Fund, ** The final bill for the construction
and completion of the building comes to Rs. 5,500 ; the subscriptions
hitherto collected amount to Rs. 4,100 ; so the deficit has to be met
by collecting further subscriptions. The Home is ready for occupa.
tion and I understand the Swamiji moves into it on Sunday, the 17th
November, 1907. 1 await your instructions as to what should be
done on that occasion, etc.”

Early on the morning of the day chosen, Mr. A. S. Balasubrah.
manya Aiyer’s carriage waited at the entrance to the Ice House. It
was drizzlinpg. Swamiji took the picture of Sri Guru Maharaj. He
asked me to hold the umbrella carefully to protect it from the rain
till he got into the carriage. We had a quiet drive and soon arrived
at the new building,

It was a simple one-storeyed building tinted red. It stood on a
high foundation and had a large roof terrace. luside, there was a spa-
cious hall and four rooms, From the hall, a door led to an open
court where was another building containing the kitchen, dining room
and bath room.

Swamiji was elated like a child to be inside the new building.
He said, ** This is a fine house for Sri Guru Maharaj to live in.
Realising that He occupies it, we must ever keep it very clean and
very pure. We should take care not to disfigure the walls by driving
in nails or otherwise. Do you see "

Sri Guru Maharaj was installed in the shrine and worshipped.
Abhishekam and a special offericg was made to Sri Kapaleeswara.
Swamiji said humorously sometime later on, * Till now I was in
Triplicane and Parthasarathi subjected me to many trials. But now
Kapaleeswara has drawn me'to Him. You know He is the Lord of
Bhikshus, as His name means, and He is sure to protect me hereafter.”
Poor people were fed and an assembly of Pandits was called to

SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA 153

chant the scriptures and converse on holy subjects. In the evening, a
public meeting was held and the Swamiji requested Mr. (now Sir)
P. S. Sivaswami Aiyer to address those who had assembled. With
Aratrikam and distribution of Prasadam, the day’s function came to a
close,

IV,

During the first days in the Castle Kernan, Swamiji was ¢ his
own servant and his owa cook.” \When he removed to Mylapore, he
had with him a Brabmacharin ania cook. The live-long day was
one of constant service to God.

Swamiji held classes in several parts of the city and the visitors
at the Math were many. Whenever anyone came in from outside, he
had to wash his feet and enter the precincts with great reverence.
If a stranger ignorant of the obssrvance happenedto come in with-
out doing so after he left, Swamiji would make it a point to have
water sprinkled over the place trodden by him and thus purify it, On
such occasions, I would remembar the words uttered by Swamiji
about the sanctity of the place on the day he first came into it. He
always took great care to see that every one who came to the Math,
even a coolie, received a share of Prasadam and for this he ever kept
ready sweet cocoanut Laddus offered to the Lord:

Swamiji was very regular in all his habits, To give but one in-
stance, out of many, he would never miss reading the Gita and the
Vishnu Sahasranamam early every morning. Once in 1906, when
Swami Premanandaji wasin Madras, accompanying his mother to
Rameswaram, Swami Ramakrishnananda spent a night with them
both in the house where Swami Premananda’s mother was accom.
modated. That night, he had not with him the Gita and Vishnu
Sahasranamam. He asked me at a late hour to procure them from a
neighbour, He kept them by his side and then only went to bed.

He reduced the wants in the Math to the barest minimum., He
would often say thatBhikshannam is the best for a Sannyasin and ask
some of the young boys devoted to him to beg food for him from a
few houses near.by., In doing so, he had two objects in view ; to
keepthe ideal of poverty ever before him and also to train the young
to feel its glory and be purified by begging. He gave me also ample
opportunities of such service,

Whenever he needed some help, he would feel shy of expressing
it to any one. * If we cannot get on altogether without help, then
why not ask the Lord Himself? Why go to others ? ™', he would say,
Once the Birthday of Sri Guru Maharaj was near and no money had

20
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been received for the feeding of the poor which was an important
item of the celebration. It was midnight and I was sleeping in the
Math, when I suddenly woke up, roused by strange sounds in the
hall. Looking about, I could see Swamiji pacing up and down like
a lion in a cage, humming heavily with every breath., 1 was afraid to
see him in that condition, but I understood later that it was his pray-
er for help to feed the poor. The next morning money did come.
A large donation was received from the Yuvarajah of Mysore who
had begun to admire Swamiji, having read a copy of the baok ¢ Uni.
verse and Man,” just then published.

Swamiji’s ambition while in South India was to harmonise the
philosophical systems of the three great Acharyas in the light of Sri
Ramakrishna's teachings. His life of Ramanuja written in Bengali is
a classic work on the subject and it contains ample proof of the ve-
neration in which he held the Vaishnava teachers.

His respect to Sankara was exceedingly great. When he was in
the Castle Kernan, a rich merchant who used to frequent the Math,
spoke of Sankara irreverently, Swamiji flared up in anger and the
gentleman received a rude shaking, Those who stood by thought that
he would withdraw the help he was giving to the Math and later on
pointed it out to Swamiji. He said, ** Let him withdraw if he will,

Do you think the Lord’s work depends on the mercy of men such as
these ?*

A similar incident happened another time in Mylapore. He had
been invited to a gathering held for discussing religious topics, In
the course of the talk, one of the organisers of the meeting happened
to refer to Sankara in a slighting manner. Swamiji could uot brogk
the insult offered to the Acharya. He stood up and saying 1 have
no place where Sankara is not honoured,” he quickly walked out,

Many young men approached the Swamiji in those days seeking
to join the Order. I was acquainted with some of them,

One was an intelligent Brahmin youth who had lately returned
from Japan. He stayedin the Math for some time and all those who
saw him, thought he was ardent in his devotion and would stick on
to the monastery. But Swamiji was always severe and exacting in
his tests for admitting any one into the fold permanently, He would
frequently ask the novice to sweep the floor or wash the utensils or
do some other menial work. The gentleman above referred to could
not stand it. One day, he remarked, ¢ I did not come here to learn
all these things.” And immediately, Swamiji asked him to clear out,
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Another was a Vaishnavite Brahmin youth. When Swamiji
found that he was married and had his old parents 1o support, he
refused to give ea: to his request inspite of all his importunities. I:I°
strongly advised him to return to where duty called him and sent him
away.

A third was a keen sportsman who had shot up to eminence 10
his line. He was a bachelor and possessed strong inclinations to a
monastic life. He approached the Swamiji several times, but he
always said, * What am I ? You should goto our President and ask
him if you want to join the Order.” So he went to Belur. And there
the President said, * If you are earnest, you mustgo and serve
Swami Ramakrishnananda and come through him.” When be re-
turned, he was permitted by Swami Ramakrishnananda to stay in
the Math. He would always seem meditative and would never share
in the ordinary work of the monastery. A truly religious life is not
so easily attained. One day he quietly left the Math and went to live
in a wayside hut in Royapettah, Later on he went and stayed in
Tiruvottiyur where he patsed away. He was no doubt a struggling
soul, but Swamiji did not see him yet fit to wear the orange robe of
the Sannyasin,

These are only three random instances out of scores of similar
ones. And it remains a fact that out of all these, Swamiji never admit-
ted even one to Sannyasa. The reason is he held the Ashrama rightly
far above the reach of ordinary men conceiving it as has been declar-
ed by the scriptures * sharp as the edge of a razor, hard and difficult
to tread.” 1Itis sometimes said on this account that his stay in
Madras was barren of results. But it must be remembered that he
never cared for a following and that he only wanted to take men
where he found them and give them a push upward. In the lives of
hundreds of men in all statiocs of life his influence is
flowing silently still leading them ever on the forward path. I should
like to quote from two letters I have recently received, which bear
testimony to the abiding nature of this influence,

One devotee writes: ¢ Every big thought brings to my mind our
own beloved Sasi Maharaja's face and his gentle smile. It wasa
blessed time those days and that makes me proud that we of all pcople
had come into contact with that spiritual giant ; only we did not know
it then.”

Another writes: # Those who have taken the dust of the fect of
Swami Ramakrishnanandaji have been turnmed into gold. A mere
touch of his has changed sinners into saints. I can myself see well
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how his touch has affected me and is keeping me up in my spiritual
struggle in spite of the many weaknesses and failures in me. Bat
for him, there would not have been a spiritual side to my life at all,
We met first at His feet and we shall meet again at His feet.”

V.

Towards the end of 1908, Swami Brahmananda came to Madras:
When he arrived, Swami Ramakrishnananda accommodated him in
his own room which had been renovated for the purpose. We would
himself stay outall the time in the entrance hall, saying, ‘* Guru
Maharaj and his son will stay inside ; I will stay out here and serve
them. What more do I want ?”” I have often seen him bow unobserv-
ed at the entrance to the room where Swami Brahmananda stayed.
Such was his reverence to Maharajji (Swami Brabmananda was
favouritely so addressed by his brother disciples).

Soon after Swami Brahmananda's arrival, Messts. V. Krishna.
swami Aiyer and P. R. Sundara Aiyer came with presentsof fruits
and flowers to pay their respects to him. Swami Ramakrishnananda
introduced them to Maharajji. Before taking leive, Mr, V., Krishna-
swami Aiyer said to Swami Ramakrishnananda: ¢ Will he deliver a
lecture ? 1 shall arrange everything. When will it be convenient to
him ?” Swamiji smiled and replied: ** What is there in lectures? He
never gives lectures. Men such as be can give religion by mere look
or a touch,”

Sometime later when Swami Brahinananda went on a pilgrimage
to Rameswaram, Mr.V, Krishnaswami Aiyer came forward to arrange
for all conveniences. Mr. T. V, Seshagiri Aiyer, (Sit) K. Srinivasa
Aiyanger and a few other friends’ also subscribed for the trip,
Maharajji and Swami Ramakrishnananda were accommodated in a
first class compartment. Four young Swamis and myself accompanied
separately, Mr. V. Krishnaswami Aiyer had specially commissioned

me to go with the party to take proper care of the Swamis and look
after all their wants,

On the way, when the train stopped at a station, I went to see
Swamiji. 1 saw him peepingout of a window with a cigarette end
in his hand. He took a puff fromit, raised it to his head and rev-
erently dropped it down. 1 was surprised at it for I had never
before seen hiut sinoke, though smoking is very cominon in Bengal,
He told me, ¢ This is loly prasadam.” He had taken the cigaretts
end from the hands of Maharajji after he had smoked.

In Rameswaram, the palace of the Raja of Rampad had been
arrapged for our stay. But before going there, Maharajji and
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Swamiji went to the temple. They drove in a double bullock coach
When they returned, they still found us busy with the luggage.
Maharajji said reprovingly, ** Cannot these things wait ? You came
here to worship the Lord and that is what you should attend to first.'

We stayed in Rameswaram fot three days. Oan the second day,
the young Swamis and myself went for a sea bath. For Mabharajji
and Swamiji we carried the holy water in a vessel. Abhishekam
was performed to Lord Siva with the Ganges water which bad been
brought by Maharajji from Benares.

On the way, we had stayed in Madura also for three days. A
noteworthy feature of the stay was the deep Samadhl into which
Maharajji entered in Sri Minakshi's temple, seeing the image of the
Mother living and moving towards him. There was a large crowd
and Swami Ramakrishnanaada held him up there for nearly an hour,
himself all the while in an ecstatic mood with tears flowing from his
eyes, singing Mother’s praise over aund over again repeating the sloka

ayieaTTey B qEmai |
el g MR AREf THE J 0
aftfeafaframmai aftmga aamEfa |
Y IR AWERY JHEG 0
«QOh three-eyed Gouri, the Consort of Narayana, Thou art the
embodiment of all good, the bestower of blessedness, the fulfiller of
desires and the refuge of all; salutation unto Thee!
«Oh Consort of Narayana, the eternal One, Thou art the rcot of
creation, preservation and destructioa (of the world) ; in Thee rest the
Gunas, Thyself beyond their pale , salutation unto Thee!”

When coming out of the shrine, in an outer hall, Swami Rama.
krishnananda saw the image of Adi Sankara. He was seized with a
longing to touch the feet of the image with his head. But the priests
would not allow him. Nevertheless, he pushed them aside, saying
“ Who can prevent my worshipping the Great One ?"" He went near
and had his desire fulfilled.

(To be continued)

NEWS AND REPORTS
Swamr YariswarRANAnDA 1IN CEYLON
Swami Yatiswarananda, President, the Ramakrishna Math and
Mission, Madras, accompanied by Swami Anantananda left Madras

for Ceylon on the 29th June by Boatmail and reached Jaflna on
Sunday, the 1st of Julylast. At the Railway Staticnat Jafina the
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Swamis were received by several leading men of the town, besides a
number of students and admirers of the R. K. Mission. \When the
Swamis alighted they were duly yarlanded and after an exchange of
gref,tings they were taken in a car to * Brindavan,” Vannarponnai,
their tc.amporary residence where many members of the Reception
Committee, besides others, were present. On bshalf of the Reception
Committee Mr. M. S. Ramalingam welcomed the Swamis in a short
?peech to which Swami Yatiswarananda made a suitabls reply point-
ing out how he felt that he was in a familiar country.

In the evening at 6 p, u, the Swami was invited to deliver a
lecture on the life and teachings of Sri Ramakrishna at the Rama-
natbax-)’s College. There the Swami gave a most inspiring and in-
structive lecture, depicting the life of Sri Ramakrishna in vivid
colours and exhorted the audience to model their lives and conduct in
the light of the teachings of the Great Master. The lecture was

very ably translated by Mr, Natesa Pillai, Principal of the Parames.
wara College.

Monday Morning at 9 30 a. M. the Swami spoke to the students
of the Hindu College empbasising the importance of Brahmacharyam
and physical culture. Seeds of spiritual life, he said, should be sowa
and properly watered, while the boys were yet young and free from
worldly taints, The Swami next visited the Parameswara College.
jl‘here also he delivered an address full of instruction, and helpful to
mspire' i.n the students a taste for spiritual culture. Afterwards the
Swam.l inspected the Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya,
the Vivekananda Vernacular School, and the Students’ Home,

In the evening the spacious Hill of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
was tastefully decorated. The platform was spread over with carpets
and Swamis were seated there. Above, in the shrine, was kept a
life size portrait of Sri Ramakrishna, painted in oil coloars. Then
an address of welcome on behalf of the Hindus of Jaffna was presented
to the Swamis. After making a suitable reply in some fitting words
Swa'mi Yatiswarananda addressed the audience on the ¢ Scientific
Ba}ms of Hinduism”, The Swami said that unlike many other religions
Hinduism was not the product of a single genius. It had its basis on
the eternal and immutable principles, those that were discovered by
the sages and saviours through ages. It was the’store.house of the
acc.ut.nulated wisdom and spiritual laws, It was tl;erefore a synthetic
religion, Hinduism was a confederacy of systems anda common-
wn'ealth of creeds. The swami further remarked that Christianity
without Cbrist would not stand. Mohammedanism without Mahomed
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was nowhers. Buddhism without Buddha suffered the same fate. Bat
not so with Hinduism which supportad itself upon the rock bed of
eternal truths, After Swami Avinashananda put in a plea for uni-
ted and vigorous actionon the part of all, the meeting terminated
with a prayer and the Swamis were taken in procession to their
residence.

On Friday,the 3rd the Swamis left for Trincomalie by the morn
ing train, Swamis Avinashananda and Vipulananda, the Vice Pres-
ident and the Secretary of the R. K. Mission in Ceylon accompanying
them, and reached there in the evening. Before entering the town,
a fairly big crowd assembled around the Swamis who were thea led
in processian to the R. K. Missior High School which was to be
opened. The houses on either side of the roads were decorated with
garlands, flowers and fruits, etc., sandal paste was distributed and
scented water sprinkled , and fire.works displayed and all the auspi-
cious signs of the famous South Indian holy procession were present
there. Though it was late in the evening not less than a'thousand peo-
ple were waiting to greet and listen to thair honoured guests. Address-
ing them Swami Vipulananda said that the work of the R. K. Mission
in Ceylon had so long been educational and psople might have thought
that the Mission bad noother branch of its activities. But now it
had taken up its chief works, the propagatian of the message of
barmony ofall religions, founding of temples and imparting of its in-
herent culture. The Swami also renlightened the audience with the
inspiring message of the General President of the R. K. Mission, who
wrote that twenty centuries ago Prince Mahendra visited Ceylon
carrying with him the sacrad branch of the great Bo Tree and the
whole isiand embraced the new faith of Lord Buddha ; it had once
more been the privilege of the people of Ceylon to have in their midst
the sacred relics of Sri Ramakrishna, the Man of Dakshines-
war. After a touching address given by Swami Yatiswarananda the
gathering dispersed.

On the 5th July special Pujasand Homam were conducted in
the new School building by the Swamis till noon and at 5-30 P. M.
it was formally opened by His Excellency, the Governor of
Ceylon. Here the Swamis had their greetings exchanged with His
Excellency. His Excellency very much appreciated the works of
the R. K. Mission and gave a fitting tribute to the Mission.

On the 7th Swami Yatiswarananda delivered a lectureon *‘ The
Ideals of the Ramakrishna Mission " before a large gathering and on
the 8th the Swami and the party started for Batticoloa reaching there
in the evening, The party was taken in procession to the Vivekananda
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- ds to the eager
theSwami spoke & few wholesome wor .
| H‘“_ 'h.l?uring their short stay at Batticoloa the Swami and the

party were invited in many places, and given tbo same kind of recep-

tion with all the paraphernalia that are customary (o the South Indian

sacred ceremonies.

Or:ha 12th the Swami and the party left Batticoloa a:;d x"e;ich;:

Baduila. Here the Tamilian townsmen gave an addr ess o v.ekco t
rinted in Tamil. While thanking his hosts the S.w.amx. sp‘o e a
. lengt) on the aims and objects of the R. K. Mission in English,
:Zr:;i:l;ieech was ably translated into Singhalese by a lozal pleader,

Swami Avinashananda also gave a separate address in Tamil.

On the 13th the Swamis reached Newara Eliya, a hiil Stition
six-thousand feet above sea-level and lived there as the gusts of the
local Municipal Secretary. Here the Swamis visite;i. the famous
Hakgalla (Governmeat Botanical) Girdens and Sita El}y&, the plac?e
where Sita was kept confined in the Asoka Gardens of Ramayanic
fame.

From Newara Eliya the party procecdzd to Nawalpetiya and
thence to Kandy finally reaching Colombo by the end of July. The
Swamis are expected back to Madras by the first week of August.

WORKS OF
SWAMI PARAMANANDA

(AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS.)

Book cf daily Thoughts and
Prayers. (2nd Edn.)

This buuk is a constant companion
to the spiritual aspirant. It contains
high and ennobling thoughts for every
day in the year—each page containing
the salient thoughts for the day, lines
to memorise, a lesson and a prayer.
Excellent get.up.

Leather bound, Pages, 400.
Price Rs, 4.
Rhythm of Life (I’oems) The book
contains a large number of beautifu!l
poems in praise of the Infinite Eternal
All Benificient Being. It is a book of
devotion, spiritual vision and divine
communion. Price: Rs. 2.8,

The Vigil—It is a book of spiritual
songs. Init the voice of the active
West meets and mingles with the deep
call of ancient India tothe soul of man,

Price: Flexible Bound Rs. 3.
Cloth » Rs. 2.8,

The path of Devation (6th Edn.)
This volume consists chicfly of extract

from letters written to a spiritual aspi.
rant. Every pace of it emits the
fragrance of religious fervour, devo.
tion, piety and wisdom.

Contents: 1. Devoting, 11 Purizy,
IT1, Stead fastness: I\. Fearlessness,
V. Self.surrender. V1. Sarskrit Pra.
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Translation,

Price: Cloth Rs_1.12;

Bhagavad Gita (3rd Edition)
English Translation only. Language
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Pocket size. Price: Flexible Rs. 112

Plain Rs. 1.5,

The Upanishads (2ad Edition)
A lucid ard faithtul English transla.
tions of three of the important U pani.
shads, viz—Isha, Kena and Katha,
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Spiritual Healing (Cloth) 1
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Creative Power of
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The Way of Peace
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Principles and Purposes
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Science and Practice of
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The “Vedanta Kesari” Office, Mylapore, Madras
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- SOUL'S SECRET DOOR
BY

SWAMI PARAMANANDA.

Seventy-two unique poems of lofty inspiration,
strikingly original both in thought and language. Every
line is a revelation of profound spiritual t{uth, a rare
combination of refreshing simplicity and lyrical beaupy.
Many who have heard them have compared them with
the works of the master poets.

Handsome flexible binding, published by the Vedanta
Centre, Boston, U.S.A.

Price Cloth Rs. 2-8. Flexible Rs. 3.

-

Telugu Publications
The Life and Teachings of Swami

Vivekananda . . . 0 80 060
Chicago Address of Swami Vivekananda ... 0 6 0
Words of the Master by Swami Brahma.

nanda . e 0 60
Raja Y%a by Swami Vivekananda 1 40
Karma Yoga o w. 012 0 010 0

Canarese Publications ke A P
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Sayin%s of Sri Ramakrishna. Translated by

N. Venkatesa lyengar . 012 0
Sri Ramakrishna Lilaprasanga 1 00
The Life of Ramakrisbna By Messrs. T. S.

_ Vekanna Iyah and A, R. Krishna Sastri 0 80
Raja Yoga by Swami Vivekananda : .

Translated by Y. Subba Rao ; 100
Dialogues of Swami Vivekananda. 1 4 0
My Master by Swami Vivekananda:

Translated by a devotee e 0 60
Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna Ordy. Edn. 1 40

Do Superior Edn. 112 0
Other Publications
: : Ra. A. P, Rs. A P.
Sri Ramsakrishna, His Life and India's Message to Herself by
Sayingsby Max Muller 6 2 0 Prabhulal~Reduced Price 0 8 0
Nivedita by Srimathi Sarala India's Needs and the
Dasi 0 40 Ramakrishna Mission
Vivekananda by Prof, K. N, Panchapagesa Aiyer,
Mitra, M. A. 0 0 M.A,L T. 0 20
Paramahamsa Ramakrishna Swami Vivekananda—the
by P. C. Mazumdar 0 20 by Patriot- monk of modern
Sri Ramakrishpa, the {ulfilment India by N, Kasturi, M. A, 0 3 0
of Hindunism by Dr. Radha- Sri Ramakrishna's Teachings
kamal Mukherii 0 5 0 in two Parts, Board,each 1 0 ¢
In the Hours of meditation The Saint Durga Cbaran Nag (The
by F. J. Alexander-Board 0 12 0 Life of an ideal house-holder)l 0 0

Thel" Vedanta Kesari” Office, Mylapore, Madras.
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Life of Sri Ramakrishna

A detailed chronological account of the Master’s
wonderful life, based on the most authentic sources, with
a foreword by Mahatma Gandhi. .

Complete in one Volume, of Demy 774 pages, with
one tricoloured and several half-tone portraits,

Price: BOARD Rs. 5. CLOTH Rs. 6-8.

Swami Vivekananda’s Works

complete Works in Seven Volumes,

Each—Board, Rs. 3: Cloth, Rs. 3-8- ~
Index to Complete Works 0 10 O

Rs. As. Rs. As.
Epistles,
Indian Lectures 2 s ]I, II, III & IV series,
Raja Yoga 1 4 each we. 010
Gnana Yoga . 1 8 Do. V & VIeach
Bhakti Yoga v 012 crown size ... 0 8
Karma Yoga v 012 Do. III & IV
. The Science and Philo- Pocket Edn. each 0 6
sopby of Religion 0 12| The Vedanta Philoso-
A Study of Religion 0 12§ phy v 06
Realisation and its My Master wee 0 6
Methods ... 0 10} Chicago Address ... 0 4
The East and the Modern India we. 0 6
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Colombo to Almora.... 2 0| Pgvhari Baba we. 0 3
Inspired Talks 1 4| Reply to Madras
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Women of India ... ¢ 3! India andher Problem 0 10
Thoughts on Religion and Philoso-
Vedanta w. 010] phy Part I v 012

The Ramakrishna Math & Mission Couvention 1926.

This book is a comprehensive record of the proceedings of the
convention held in 1926, containing all the speeches and lectur.es
delivered on the occasion. It is illustrated with 28 balf-_tone pic-
tures of the different centres of the Order and gives the history .and
growth of the Ramakrishna—Vivekananda movement and describes
the activities of over 100 répresented institutions. Demy 304 pages.

Price Rs. 2.

The “ Vedanta Kesari” Office: Mylapore, Madras.
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A high class montbly on Practical Vedanta, setting forth the

] ip,
lofty teachings of Sri Ramakrishna and the Swami 6"‘“’“".

from a non.sectarian standpoint,

Copduct.ed by the Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati, Himalayas.
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The 33rd year commenced from january, 1925.
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. MESSAGE OF THE EAST.

. Editor—Swami Paramananda. :
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Kokileswar Sastri and Gopi Nath !g i

Mabaraj Santa Das Babei aviraj, BI:GjﬁVidOhi Mohant
beginners, over 800 Ji etc.,, most attractive and useful to

. pages in all, cl b eyt
gilt letters. Price Rs. 5 only, pOSt‘;;eu;xbti:?d with title inscribed in

To be had of The Author, Barisal, Bengal, India.

-
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Just Out! Just O_ut 4]

LAMBS AMONG WOLVES
BY
SISTER NIVEDITA

The article was meant to counteract the half-truths and un-
truths about Indian social life spread by Christian Missionaries in
the West to servs their selfish ends. The publication of the book at
the present moment, when Miss Mayo's * Mother India” is doing
incalculable mischief, is expected to counteract much of that vile

Propaganda.
Price As- 6

WOMEN OF INDIA
By SWAMI VIVEKANANDA
(A Lecture hitherto unpublished in India’)
Every one ought to know atthe present time what Swami
Vivekananda says oo Women of India. Price. As. 3

Words of the Master

By Swami Brahmananda
A collection of the choicest and representative sayings of Sri

Cloth 10 As.

Works of Swami Prakashananda
(At Five annas each. American Editions)
1. The Inner consciousness—How to awaken and direct it.
2. University of Vedanta. 3. Mystery of Human vibration.

Price Paper 5 As.

Vivekachudamani of Sri Saukaracharya (Sanskrit Text Rs.A. P.
and English Translation and notes) by Swami

Sri Krish Madhavananda 00
Tl hrishna and Uddhava ’ »

. Price Vol 1. Re. 1.4, Vol 1 2 0 €
Va_urag{}n Satakam of Bhartrihari . . 0 10 0
Minor Upanishad Parts I and 11 {combined) !

India’s Message to Herself.
’ BY
Ms. PRABHU LAL.

This book treats of the ancient Ideals of India that are at present
being entirely lost sight of in the affairs of our daily life.
Price 8 As.

To the Subscribers to “The Vedanta Kesari” 6 As.

o

.Tl\‘e 'Vedanta Kesari”’ Office, Nylerore, Midres:

“The * Vedanta Resari® Office, Mylapore: Madras.
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| JUST PUBLISHED - NTA
BLES IN -VEDAI ITA
RAM B- R. RAmM IYER. oyl

It approaches the many problems of life the Hindu !"l“dvd"; :ﬂ:ﬁ“‘:*‘bﬁ
anta) nis:: to any other teligyon ; foras t:;ﬁz“at:?r m‘:‘:l? og; ;ra gpwrmhing. ) >
pl'dy'g‘&mnt 4 m:‘ tho’..umﬂa Tm * says the Lord What humanity is to man, wngt existency
igions es the e o 'religlons; it is their common essence, their mlnar'&nltthy!‘
posai rel with any of them—the whole has no quarrel with
20d » gnch ‘tv:; of ?3::3?‘:?;:;“‘& in this volume™ explains the preface to the ongml:
‘:n'u n:: u:’ggmtion. “will be found pleasant and delicious both by the young and ‘t ¢

v.m vl;:ile every morsel it contains is nutricious and easy of asmmxlapon, not a cg
&m will be discovered which are exquisitely spiced and flavoured with stories and illustra

tions from _ The aim which runs through all is the realisation of the Self, the know
lodge of th;l:t::;..:h.: elaboration and impression of the sublime, Truth taught by all rehgw_n::

the Vedas and the Puranas, by the hoary sages of antiquity, by the Lord Shri Krishna aqd r:ﬁ
rated by the Lord Jesus Christ in those hallowed words which w'!ll live for ever—-}Vbaz shall it gm
& man, if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul.” Mr. Rajam Iyer's style is exq -y
and be will be found to lead on the reader from one ph|lqsophxc difficulty to anothqr as thwngom
fairy land, at once a most facile path, not the less interesting and ‘a.gr.eeuble‘ because it msu:m‘::smu
in the awe-inspiriog truths of eternity. RaMBLES IN VEDANTA will in short, be found an in s
helg to every one who wishes to gain his soul without losing_the pleasures of life. s E

Publisher : S. GANESAN, 29, Pycrofts Road, Triplicane, Madras,

NEW EDITION. .

Hinduism By Swami Vivekananda. A book cveryone ougnt
] to read to have a clear idea about Hinduism-.

" #The Hindu " says ......oreoserns 1 here can be 0o better popular
harcd-book to our religion. Price As- 10-

. _ Sri Krishna—the Pastoral and the Kingmaker By Swami
Ramakrishnavanda. Two beautiful lectures delivered on Sri Jayant.

Day. Fourth Edition, just out, . Price As- 12,

Taittiriya Upanishad By Swami Sharvananda.
Second Edition, j%st ou‘:. Price As. 14

(For Subscribers to Vedanta Kesari,
Price each 2 As. less)-

STOCKED AGAIN

By Sister Devamata—
Health and Healing

What is Maya
By Swami Paramananda—
Science and Practice of Yoga
Book of daily Thoughts and Prayer

Price As- 7:
Price As- 4

Price As- 4.
Price Rs. 4.

Sri Ramakrishm; Math, Mylapore.

-, When Wﬁﬂt advertisements please mention “Vedanta Kes “‘f'j

” 3 _
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" THE MORNING STAR.

( 3rd Year)

A high Class English Weekly Jounrnal dwelling on Universal -
religion & Indian culture.

Published by

The Ramakrishna Ashrama,
P. O. Bankipore, Patna.

Yearly Rs. 3. V.P. Rs, 3.4.0

“RURAL INDIA”

Single Copy 1 anna

The only Journal of its kind in India devoted to discussion of
rural problems. All matters having for their object the betterment
of rural areas and the revival of village life are dealt with in the
pages of the Journal in English, Telugu and Tamil. The Journal
gives sound and up.to-date information in matters affecting rural
welfare, such as rural sanitation, rural education, rural co-operation,
agricultural improvements and cottage industries. .

Annual Subscription Rs: 3.  Single Copy As. 6.

- Sample copies will be sent on application. “Rural India” has a

" large circulation in the villagesand will serve as a first class medium
of advertisement,

For vates apply to :—

THE MANAGER, RURAL INDIA,
9, Brodies Road; MYLAPORE, MADRAS.

TALISMANS AND CHARMS

““ - . TFee those People to Avoid all Sorts of Misfortunes and cnter the Gates
of Saccemful Life.

. For Honour, Riches, Learning and Greatness Rs, 7/8. For Health,
Physical Strength, etc, 7/8, For Power of Elcquence, Speeches, etc. 7/8. For
Success in any Undartaking or Litigation, etc. 10/0. For Success in Sport, Rac-

ing, Cards, Games of Chance, etc. 7 8. For Success in Spiritual and Religious
Life 10,0. For Success in Trade and Business 10/0. For Agricultural Prosperity,
Farming, Good Crops, etc. 7/8. For Successin Miuing Plumbago, etc. 100]0.
For Success in Gemming 225{. Rabbi Solomon's Special Talisman for every

success 15]0. Specially valued acd wern by ‘every successful Hebrew., 2nd
quality 2140, 15t quality 30{0,

NOTE:—A Money Order or G, C, Notes will bring tha Talisman to your
door, One Extensive Life Reading Rs. [5. two Rs. 25, three Rs, 30 or more
at a time at Rs. 10 per reading. Remit with birth date. Always the full
amount should be remitied in advance, No V. P.P. .

Apply to:— D. A. RAMDUTH, Astrologer, o

No. 30 & 55 (V. K.) Cbeku Street, Colombo. {Ceylon.

When answering advertisements place mention “Vedanta Kemi'”i

€
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JUST OUT I

The Path to Perfection

By SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA
(A direct disciple of Sri Ramakrishna,)

Price 4 As.

To the Subscribers to “ The Vedanta Kesari "’ 3 As.

BROM :E PHOTOGR PHS.

Of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother and Swami Vive-

kananda.

Booklets can be easily carried in pockets or placed on
tables. Small Size As. 4 each Big Size As. 5 each.
Card size best suitable for Photo stand. As. 8 .,

Full size of Sri Ramakris na only

Re. 1.8 each.

Bromide photo enlargement ¢ Srl Ramakrishna only Rs 3 each.

Half-Tone Portraits.

At 1: annas each.

SRI RAMAXKRISHNA

No. 1. Sitting Posture, Cabinet size
2, Standing Posture '

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA,

No. 4. Asan Achariya, Cabinet size
w 5. Just before Meditation ,,
. 6. Meditation Posture ,,
w 7. Delivering Chicago Address
Bust, Size

» 10. Wandering Monk, stafl in
band cabinet size
SWAMI BRAHMANANDA,
SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANANDA,
SWAMI PREMANANDA,
SWAMI SARADANANDA
SISTER NIVEDITA,

At 3 as. each.
SRI RAMAKRISHNA

Sitti »¢ Posture, 84%63 inches,
Tri-coloured. Bust, Cabinet stze,

i HOLI MOTHER.

Sitting t osture 83x64 inches.
Do Cabinet size
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
Reclining on a chair N7 inches.
SRI RAMAK RISHNA-Sitting Vosture

size 15x12 inches. G as,
SWAMI VIVEKANANDA
Meditation Posture, size 15x12
inches 6 as.

Delivering the Chicago Address—
tri-coloured, 10x7 inches 6 as.
Tri-coloured bust, seatad in a

chair with parted pairs. 15x12

inches 8 as,
GROUP SANGAM (Sri Ramakrishna.
Holimother and 18 disciples) with

names in English, 15z12 inches
6 as,

N.B: _Please quote the numbeys oy names when ordeying.

Advertisement

IN

THE VEDANTA KESARL

The Vedanta Ke

ease
'

nd

. sari having a prett i i : .
India, Burma, Ceylon, F. M. S? pretty wide circulation all over

The United States of America a
excellent medium of advertisement
For rates and partgulars . —

Strait Scttlements, Mesopotarmia

other Foreign countries is an
at moderate rates,

AGER.THE VEDANTA KESARI

T Mylapore, Madras.

- \“f“a’éf
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GOSPEL

,OF K
SRI RAMAKRISHN A

This book -contains the inspired wothnf the great Divine
. World Teacher of this age, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, the
‘Guru of Swami Vivekananda and his brothers. Itis = series of .
conversations in which the highest spiritual truths were expounded
by the Master, in simple larguage with homely illustrations to
disciples like Swami Vivekananda and.men like Keshab Chandra sen
Dr. Sircar and others. These conves .ations were carefully recorded
and preserved by an earnest and ‘faithful householder disciple,
- well. known as “M,” The original reteived a hearty commendation
of Swami Vivekananda. He said « It is indeed wonderful. The

'

oe=——==00 oa:oocﬂ ‘

[ ]
. oc:n:::::no::u::omoo:::ooc::.:h:g

ﬂbva——-aﬂm 0E30 €0

move is quite original and never was the life of a great teacher

brought before the public untarnished by the writer’s mind as you - |

are dojng.” Again “‘I cannot express in adequate terms how 1 have -

. enjoyed them. I am really in a transport when I read them..........” f}

Price Vol. I. (ﬁh Edition) Duxeen Rs, 2.8 cloth Rs. 3

w Vol 1L (20d Edition Iu the Press. -

i ’ ‘. t

SAYINGS L

= OF I

4

SRI RAMAKRISHNA I

ﬁ o Third Edition. | i
N The sayings of Sri Ramakrishna require no introduction now
L from any one. Their Universal catholicity, profound introspection
“fl and deep spiritual fervour have been commanding the esteem of
[] thoughtful men, bath of the East and the West, for the last quarter
Y ofacentury. The present velume is the most exhaustive and com-

prehensive collection, containing 1003 sayings and parables arranged

and classified into chapters. A valuable glossary has been added at
the end. '

Price Cloth Rs. 2

L‘. To subscribers of ¢ The Vedanta Kesari " Rs. 1.14,

Luc::;':ao::—.:o 1e—=—o00C

o0 e se—— 0= 30 0CT=""300C 300C 30 0C—=—3
The Vedanta Kesari Qfﬁcg. Mylapore, Madras.

4 .
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BEWARE Fl ITA

AMRUTANJAN

% When you suffer from bodily pains sucu as %

Headache : :  Neuralgia
Toothache

Rheumatism :

Swellings

Stiff Joints :

And all aches _and pains,
you have a safe cure in

AMRUTANJAN

A TRIAL WILL CONVINCE YOU

Amrutanjan Depot

BOMBAY : & : MADRAS.

0 Ym0 0 O D 0 0 ) 0 O e 01 Cm D0 0 0 00
The Kesari Printing Works, Madras,
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