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WHE authors of the Nehru committee é‘b&f“*‘&ze do .+
not deny that there is much need for social .+
advance. Indeed, the need seems to us to be
urgent and imperative,” The above opinion,
no doubt, represents the feeling of a majority
of our courtrymen, though there is one school -
which is more concerned with the attainment
of political freedom, till after which time, social reform need
not draw much of our attention. Several attempts are being
made nowadays in the legislatures to introduce measures in
regard to diverse social matters, and one is rather surprised to
note the amazingly complex and confusing nature of these inno.
vations. The society in India is in a most distorted state owing
to a conflict of cultures. The more advanced among us come
forward with the view that the only way of removing all our social
‘evils is to imitate and follow Western society in all respects, But
all of us feel that the whole social structure must be re-or anised
‘and’ re-constructed,
IR
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It is not proposed to examine here, Hindy'so¥etv in all its ..,hf'y‘
: Yo,

af .
aspects, and suggest. remedies for the defectd that may exist
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192 THE SCHOLAR
init. The task may well be left to our politicians and social
reformers.

As students, we are more concerned with what they
are to a close observer, and we propose to confine ourselves to a
study of the Hindu family as it exists at the present day.

~ One peculiar feature of Hindu society,
attention of every student, is that it is more archaic than any
other. It is archaic even to the extent of having for its social
unit the “family ”. It has been said that the family *is the type
of an archaic society in all its modifications which it was cap-
abl? of assuming ”.  But whereas there has been a kind of
social revolution in all these societies, which led Sir H. S. Maine
to generalise as “ The progress of Saciety is from status to con-
tract,” in India alone, even at the present day, the family
nised as the unit of Hindy Society. Itis now centuries
since the dissolution of the Roman ‘familia’ had taken place, but
the Hindu family even now retains its property and rights.

which arrests the

18 recog

It is, however,
the Hindu family r
no doubt, be aske
that it has not pas

very instructive study to see to what extent

etains its past prestige and privileges. It may,
d whether Hindu society has been so stagnant
sed beyond a stage, out of which the Romans
emerged centuries before and have progressed. Probably, our
enthusiastic Jaw-maker may well say it is indeed so, and that
with one stroke of his pen. he would set matters right.

It must be admitted that the Hindu family,

. as it exists now,
18 much out of date.

The rules that govern its internal mecha-
pism in its secular, legal and religious aspects were framed by
~our law-givers in accordance with the conditions that existed
then. Social necessities and opinions have no doubt changed
beyond. measure ever since the days of our Smrithi-writers. The
impress of Mahommedan rule has been a good deal.  After that,
contact with Western civilisation has produced enormous
changes. “Law is stable” said Sir Henry S. Maine “the
te progressive ". The greater or less happiness of a
upon the degree or promptitude with which the
It is our misfortune that we are not able to
suit the present day social conditions,
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The joint Hindu family at the present ;i;: ‘::.‘ u;n o?at‘;,i
respects, a social evil. It does not enhance S eone.
Society either in respect of any §oc1al ad\.ra.ntage. Ao
mical value or from the ?tar.\d.pomt of religious mlves- oo from
an increasing desire for individuals to get ther.r.se e oxesent
the shackles of the family. The social relatxox:;ho i
day are based upon consensus and contract. he ‘\: cryine
idea of family as the social *unit’ is that the relatl.ons. ip o
in Society is based upon *Status’. Unless .the.famxlyhxs rem
led so as to be congenial to individual aspirations, there 1s sure

ict. .

© beTahZOjr;?nt Hindu family, as it exists ncw, has no lzlner.lt at
all. The fundamental idea of a family, so we are to ;1‘18 1t:l
jointness in food, worship and estate. It was all well anc goof
in those early days, when the ordin;ary and usual avltzcaltlo;:s of
men were in accordance with th.elr th?rma anc.l l; Ec al.m;.l
But times have now changed. With the mtroductlol:\o :j 1sld
education and the increast of trade at.\d comtnerce, the good o

¢ commonness’ of the Hindu family is all gone; except on ;\are
occasions all the members of a family seldom me;:t toget t;r.
The father, and after him the cldest son, stays at home m e
village family house and manages the estates. Thel?«:‘un:er st?ns,
one by one, are sent away to towns to receive E.n? ish e ucaf on.
When their education is over, they continue to live lav;"ay. rol:n
the family house, and get themselves employed as clerks “-‘1 the
Collectorate or other Govesnment departments, or as vak} s in
some District headquarter. In this state of aﬁ.an‘s. there is no
scope for the *jointness’ at all. Yet, it is amusing to note, .that
our noble Lords of the Privy Council who are sworn to adrfnn'\ster
law to the people of this country in accordance with pnm(:;ples
of justice, equity and good conscience:' now.and the:'m lay down
‘jointness’ as a test for non-division in a Hindu f.artnl'yl

The other factor, viz. *jointness 1n wor?hlp , 18 onl;t of
historical interest at the present day. There is indeed very little
worship of God now-a-days. Further, so far as this part of
India is concerned, there is no family idol .of any ap@*lc
significance, as we are told can be found, in Benga‘l'. g ; !ﬁq}m
the somewhat rare instances, v\there families do own i 4;: s,
except for the old man of the family who probably has no other
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;/ézikﬁ;: :Ic:] butl to pave a pe:aceful way to the grave, the family
Fu'rther - :fp a?f in, the daily routine of the other members.
s very iitt] ami yfls. more often.than not, disjointed, and there
worshior \?V scope tor “common megs’ and much less for *joint
have bee.n | le. mzy conﬁraf;‘ul?n’e ourstalv.es that the courts of law
e  pleased to ta e.]lfdlcxal notice of this fact, and reject
§ ‘._Florﬁhlp;as a test of jointness of family in Southern India.
uﬁ‘it c;}:‘zilsr:):ﬁ:t.ance of tb?’con'ccpt of *joint family’ as a, social
corporation T:S ownership of property and other rights as a
exclusive tureds 18 aspect of the question is no doubt within the
e bswe jurisdiction of the lawyer and the judges. Yet, it may
soc»iale Z::ltn(:i Pl:Cg t% cxamine how far Social necessities and
our la'w;vyer t;: ave been in advance of law. We are told. by
The mana se atha ]homt H.mdu family is a corporate, final mpit. -
any other gct;n:v :t et;r'he is the father or the, eldest; brother or
to the.\out‘sid ‘p‘ﬁ]" younger. brother, represents the family
e world. We have already seen that probably the

n .
1anager alone stays.in the. village family house.

of the ma, e e The position
Dager 13 .pot unenviable.

e dna . The onerousness of his
pos : ; ’
oﬁ:t}:::dlfhzl;:hé ':.?Slnzlﬁed.at the present; state of law. On the
Pecessity’. . If pontified to sell family property for.!acts of
akes ‘plaeelii ’ ) }e;vag.,.any other :-:o-pargne;s. as it very“often J
of lner rtha’(;,;:fts c;fel::,h:; sale relying, upon some technicalities i}
alone hag o -of-law:qeclare .that, the share of the manager
passed.and the shares of other members remain intagt.

It was onc .
e the practice, .and that, practice appears to be in

accordance with-ancie i

nt Hindu law, th '

} w, that n ini
cansue, another. member sg y ey e of & famly

practice is honourad in its breac}l\pggé;?:-;l;;i - Jg;?;’ff’hwﬁ’x*the :
| "8-CaY8: iy, f5
"techr:?:acl’lthe; i?ﬁ;m‘a:‘lous .st.ate of aﬂ'ai"é’.ﬁ ‘!ﬁ’-‘*&g;a\:;l ‘to‘whﬁt?ié
variation. than thic: e 4 ¢ iave pasied through more cyclic
reddgitised Zn tdxs. Tht?re 18 'fio doubt’ that ancient Hindu law
yana “'Tl-’;t ° Ocmn?‘and in the words of Srmrithikara Katya-
'SQi\E%iv‘hear‘téf:}z?ﬂey is: to be~reg§rded as ‘the real gains of
'a 3‘*hnzglf'5na"%¢h ear;‘mguwas acquired: while s eating the rice of
of smeriand where knewledge was acquired under the tutioh”
knowled . he ;textA above quoted- refers to: Vidya ; m‘;‘a_‘;
edge in India meant only the Vedas: Bt the pi oy day -

{
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rule appears to be that the acquisitions of individuals from a
dancing girl to a lawyer, a government servant, a member of a
civil service or for the matter of it, even the minister ofa Province,
would be construed by our courts as “ Gains of science,”’ pro-
vided the acquirer got some kind of benefit from the family estate.

This doctrine of gains of science is’ verily a bane. When
one member of a family acquires some property from out of his
employment, the other members always come forward claiming
a share in the property, alleging that there has been a detriment
to the paternal estate, with the result that the property so
acquired is eaten up in endless litigation. Added to this, occa-
sions are not wanting when other members feel agrieved that
the stay-at-home manager, safe in the absence of other copart--
ners, accumulates most of the income of the family property
all'to himself ; and complains if misappropriation and- fraud are
brought to courts. Surely some remedy must be found for all
these evils,. the sooner the better. .

A celebrated advocate for the continuance of the joint
faghily “system remarks: “The joint family depends for its:
continuance on the possession of certain vitues by its members
and fostering as it does the religious spirit, it may be called the
strong-hold of Hinduism. The vitality of the Hindu community
is derived from this system, which forms the foundation of the
religious and spiritual character, the existence of which depends
entirely on its continuance.” It may be that the above remarks

~ well applied to days that are already numbered. But it is rather

difficult to justify them at present. Religion occupies a very
subordinate place now-a-days, and the tendency appears rather
to discourage Hindu ceremonials and rituals. It was very kind
of Manu, the Hindu law-giver, to have laid down that capacity
to offer spiritual benefit is the test of inheritance and not actual
offering of spiritual merit. Otherwise, a major portion of the
Hindus may find themselves disqualified to inherit.

This is then the anomalous state of the Hindu family at the
present day.. However, it is not for us to suggest remedies.
We shall only appeal to our Social reformers and legislators,’
and, all their efforts would be labour lost, unless they direct their

_ immediate attention to the reconstruction of the Hindu family,

which is the ** unit*’ of Hindu society.

T



BIGGER AND BRIGHTER WARS .
AR

BY DUNCAN GREENLEES
A W AR has not attained its  highest point of glory.

It is the natural overflow of boyish cheerful-
ness and the love of destraction inherent in
all from the God . who, so it seems, creates
that He may destroy down to the tiny Atom
which emits and swallows its own electrons.
There is no need for the shame of Man who stands amidst these

woundrous extremes to share their love for smashing things to
pieces,

The Scientist probing with razory scalpel into the ' complex

mechanisms of the body. slitting ruthlessly that he may “gain
in knowledge ”; the eager gardener lopping branches from a
plucky little tree or pruning flowers that they may “gain in
beauty” until his ideal of a naked soil is' realised; the inqguisitive
boy who pulls a watch or gramaphone to pieces that he may
learn how machinery will work when itis left alone; the Politician
slicing away integral parts of a Nation fromn itself  and feeding
them into the rapacious belly of its neighbours, as in Hungary:
the Solidier-Chenust devising new and better ways of slaying

human being on onrivalled - seales;
akin in heart and mind.

In olden aays the instinct for destruction was f;)rced to
state itself in clumsy unscientific ways. Man took a hquv
stone an'd_ tying it to a stick sallied forth to ﬁna: nsc")m‘g,‘,,:,‘ljnii‘mal
more poorly armed than he or some unsus ‘ »
being, and smashed his skull wit

As Man evolve
family and tribal feud
cate and artistic weapons were devised.
pride in the sharpness of his spear and
them in very graceful forms,
inflicted with the smallest ou
of that aesthetic sense which clearly d
animals and which is sometimes called his Soul. *

h a sudden blow.

Man began to show

arrow-head and carved
8o that the greatest harm might be

[

[y

—we all are brothers, close

. N REAEES .
pecting fellow human

d these .persanal combats enlarged into:
8; to meet the growing demand more deli-:

ter trace. This showed the growth ' .
ifferentiates a Madn : from"

~

A\
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In some ways the tardy inventioP of gunpowder w?:t‘:
regression in human life, for all explc_;swes. blow mand to 1:’ ur
pieces. neither aesthetic nor graceful in th'elr shape an (cl:o ;
but at about the same time the His'tonan is able. to rector i n,vehrig;
great progress in the cutting weapdns. Man, incarnate  bis
doctors, was able to enjoy pure and prolonged destruction f
heart’s content. From mediaeval surgery and leechery.l rather
than from the clumsy but eshilarating aut.o-cla-fe of the Inquisi-
tion, derives that zenith of human ingepmty and des;ructlvengss
—vivisection. .

: His Explégiées came last century to con’tinu.e the back:lvarc:
pat},’ of gunpowder, but the inven.txons of . mechme-guln an of
sharpnel counterbalanced this by introducing a newde lt:ment of
sport into the arts of War. But alas! the_gra.c? an e-autyfo
the blades of Toledo and Damascus, the exquisite sensatan of a
a needle.like weapon running tnroug}.x the vitals, these W;l’:l
gone forever. Only a few years ago it seeme'd that Walr a
once again reverted in the evolving cxrc!e ‘of Tlme to the clumsy,
primitive, wholesale smashing game of its childhood. .

All glory to the Germans, whose sci'entiﬁc genius has saved
Humanity from such dread degeneration! All true .lovers }?f
progress heaved a mighty sigh of relief, {and .for many it was the
last sigh of their lives), when clouds of poison-gas first rolled
across ‘upen Canadian trenches and—ultimate triumph of human
skill and ingentiify?: men were plunged into etherial tortures and
a dreadful death, leaving hardly a visible trace upon their vacant
bodies. Now it is clear that war is safe for ever from being the
mere unintelligent smashing-up it threatened to become. Once
again it is a clean, artistic, game, full of all the chances of Sport;
for who can know which way the wind may blow those deadly
fumes? Much was done in the right direction during the recent
War, and had.not foolish pacifists tied the chemist’s hand? with
Armistice another year might well have seen a Nation pons(?ned
in a night. That is the glowing ideal to which our civilisation
tends, for which we yearr, ~ ’ ’

There were gases which made you vomit so that you tore

"your mask away; there were gases which made your eyes stream

télirs so that you lost your sight for a little while-and they were



198 THE SCHOLAR

most humane; there were gases of which one part in a hundred
Tnillion would send a man to join his fathers in the Happy Land
in which we all believe and which we all so carefully avoid.
There were squirts for Liquid Fire that combined the pleasure
of shooting gnats with the joys of a fireman’s hose and of a
burning-glass. There were projects, splendid and most inspiring,

for 'manless bombing aeroplanes controlled by wireless to send
against the enemy.

Behind the veils of War Departments much is done. Few
rumours reach the outer air of progress now achieved; sometimes
only a Churchill overflows to all the world with wordy threats
to any who doubt that Britain rules the waves and that Britons
?hall never be enslaved. Thus we learn; piecemeal, of the glor-
lous and most amusing destiny- that lies ahead of most of us.
The day. is drawing near when, before granting patents to the
hungry inventor, the Governments will clamour for a practical
test c")f those fine inventions and discoveries. Then the White
Man’s burden will grow heavier and other savage races will
have to be civilised by Europe or a new world made safe for
democrats.” Then indeed shall we know that Man cvolvés. for

thf«:t will be clear to all in the rakshasic and yet refined ways he
will use in slaughter. |

- Scientists tell us that on the eve of war delaration a hun-
dred aeroplanes will start'in secret for the enemy capitals, —let
us say Bombay, Calcutta and Madras; arrived in safety at’ their
g.o?I they will drop a bomb or two and after a few moments the
~ cities will be peopled by sleepers who will wake ,n;) more-.

Meanwhile plague, typhus, cholera and leprosy will be broad-
casted in many ways by healers of the enemy nation and the
subtle terrors of microbe war will be released upon the world.

. This will surely be enough to demonstrate to all who are
interested that there is no féar for Man. His Culture is dynamic,
not static; his Civilisation is never likely to stagnate for long;
his Progress is ever adding fresh increments of velocity to its
already rapid speed. Who can dare to prophesy the glories that
:‘,hal‘li be his in the ages yet to come? Who can foretell the re-
r l:\e tortures and the exquisite modes of scientific destruction

e greatest and most- sensitive of brains among us shall design
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in future years? Only, we may dare to guess that War,
so far from having exhausted its possibilities of cultured sava-
gery, has hardly yet evolved from its crude stone-axe infancy
and had yet a glorious path ahead.

‘ 'In such Wars as we may.foresee it will indeed be a joy to
take an active part. He who plays a passive or non-combatant

‘part will scarcely live long enough to regret the fun that he will

lose. Man cannot bring Heaven down to his brother as yet, so
in his kindness, he sends him up to Heaven, as artistically and
beautifully as possible. This is the future to which our Civili-
sation tends; this is the future fiuit of a thousand ages,
Culture. Perhaps a few human beings will survive to enjoy
ripening of that fruit that once grew secluded in Eden's Garden

~and now In every placé throughout the world.: Then God,

having allowed Man to destroy himself, will have to create
another, perhaps an even madder, world.

.- Native Land
BY S. B, SEN :
From Bengali of Rabindranath Tagore

O IBou, our land hal efarmeth all €he world,
Thamined by purer rays of solar flood,
. Thsu our glorisus Parent-Hood.

Whose feet with mighty Oecan's wafer washed,
Whsse silvab garments green with winds are brashed,
Wiase mountains high with ¢fherial sky is flushed,

~ Whzse is €he whife and snow-eapped Had.
gﬁinc £he sky that wifnessed first €he light of dawn,
5J be first ssands of eonverf lere on thine €he lawn,
“Was first preelaimed the theme in €6y siluan land,

© Of seholars, pacets and all the Highest good.

. . Full of well infenfs a Blessed pame is hire,
~ Sparing 6unfesus giffs €5 €hose of farthest elime;
T hie Rivers fwin d> offer msléen-Rindness-like
Like mofher's milk the ambr.sial food.

»



'UNIVERSITY AND POLITICS."-

BY SIR MICHAEL SADLER, K.C.S. .

VHE SUBJECT which you have allowed me to
take for this address is difficult—difficult and
many-sided. ‘While preparing what | am to say
for your consideration, 1 tried to keep in min
the different circumstances of Universities in
. . various countries, both at present time and. in
past times. The connection between Universities and political
ideas or controversies is at this moment by no means alike all
over the world nor has it been the same, in the case of the more
ancient Universities, at all periods of their history. Therefore

a comparison of the circumstances in which the main groups of *
l.vaersltles are now placed may throw some light on the ques-
tion which we are about to consider. And it is also possible to

get some guidance from looking at the matter in historical pers-
pectire. But our knowledge of the historical side of the
question is still incomplete. For example, we know com-
paratively little about the history of the ancient Universities
of India, and what Dr. Cooke recently called “the awakening of
our historical concience” leads me to suspect that we may some
time arrive at a clearer understanding than we now pcssess of the
political atmosphere of  the Eutopean Universities during the
earlier and during the closing parts of the Middle Ages.

The attitude of Universities towards politics is necessarily
affected by their administrative relation to Government. Some€

Universities, like those of ltaly, France ahd Russia, are intimately

dependent on the central administration of the State. Others are

dependent ona §tate Government like those of the unified Ger-
man Republic cince the war or like the State ‘Universities in the
Federal Republic of the United States. All: of these are, by the

nature of their being and their financial dependence, necessarily

sensitive to the tone of-political feeling dominant in the State .

authority from which th

— o —— e e )

ey draw an indispenszhl= part of the

" * Address delivered at the Eight Anmeal Moo '
H t nts
~ Union and Hostel 112. Gower Street, Lc:lndorx.ee ing of the Indian Stude

e

UNIVERSITY AND POLITICS 201

support. At the other end of the scale are Universities which
derive no part of their revenue from State subsidy and are
wholly free from State influence in the planning of their courses
of study and in the choice of their teachers. Such are Harvard
and Yale, Princeton and Columbia in the United States, such

- was the Free University ot Brussels in which the great geographer,

Elisee Reclus, took a leading part and (if we accord to it the
status of a University) such is the Shantiniketan founded by
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore at Bolpur,” in Bengal. Intermediate

. between these two oposite types are two others, both British:

one of these intermediate categories is represented .by Oxford
and Cambridge, each mainly, supported by endowments supple-
mented by fees, but now also subsidized by the Central Govern-
ment and each subjected at the intervals to investigation and
remodelling by commissions which Parliment appoints and clo-
thes with statutory powers. The second intermediate type is repre-
sented by the modern English Universities which, though deriv-
ing about ope-third of their income and most of their buildings

from gifts, fees and endowments, are dependent for the remain

ing two-thirds of their income on grants* from local authorities
within their.area and from subsidies voted by Parliament and
assigned by a committee appointed by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. :

The more remote a University from control by the State,
the less likely are its memb-=rs to be restricted in the expression
of their political views. But it is by no means the case that the
State always encourages stiil less is it true that it always requ-
ires, aUniversity maintained by public money to give active
support to policy of the Government by voice or pen. A Govern-

ment may bear the cost of maintaining the University, notin

order to get a political advocate but because it regards learning
and higher educationas indispensable to national welfare and
because national conditions in that particular case make it (or at
some earlier time have made it) convenient or necessary to main-
tain the University directly from State funds. But no Govern-
ment would take it kindly if a University, maintained from funds
under the direct control of the Government opposed ' the policy

_of the Government on any crucial question.  And if theGovern-
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ment were struggling, or conceived itself to be struggling against
heavy attacks which threatened its existence, it would be more
than human if it did not look to the University whose expenses
it defrays to give to it moral and intellectual support. The classic
example is the case of the German Universities during the thirty
years before the War. The ‘Prussian Government was justly
proud of the scientific eminence of the Universities which it

maintained. In those parts of the field of learning and investi- -

gation which had no direct bearing on the political aims of the
Staie, the Government gave (arnd felt great satisfaction in giving)
complete intellectual freedom to the professors whom it had
appointed. But, on matters of moment in political science it
welcomed professorial support; it looked coldly on professors
whose political opinions it distrusted; and it took steps through
the department of Higher Education to prevent the appointment

of candidates who were thought likely to be critics or opponents
of its policy. '

Universities which receive no money from Gowvernment and
are free from Government control have in theory the greatest
liberty of expression on political questions. But it does not follow"
that.they make use of that liberty or that they have any wish to
use it, in opposing the Government. Harward and Yale, Prince-
ton and Columbia, have not been political opponents of the
Govern_)gnt of the United States. * Nor does indegpendence from
Government subsidy or from admiaistrative
Government necessarily secure at all times a
Government interference.

supervision by
University from
In times of acute civil tension a Go-
vernment by the law of its being is bound to defend itselfagainst
any enemies, intellectual enemies included, who chailenge
serlotfsly its rights to govern. But it has been found by experience
espec'xally' in France, that fussy interference with University
teaching is not an effective weapon in. the arrﬁoury of Govern-
ment. Governments in these days rarely take a University pro-
fessor by the throat and say “pay me what thou owest.” For-

bearance has been found the best form of comfort, and, on the
whole, to the public good. o o

The present case of the Universities of the intermediate type

n regard to controversial politics is especially interesting. The
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modern English Universitice have risen swiffly to a pogition. of
intelloctual influence. It ia true that University College: London,
King's College, Londan, and Owen’s College: Mat_.;chest.er., igave
for more.than three quarters of a cenfury heen emigent;in thu.xgs
of the mind. But.l can remembex when it seemed a ‘pr,pfap_gt_:o'n
to think, of a University, at Birminghamm Mr. Chamberlain’s
courage.showed itself in his:determination to ma{s*: his_beloved
city the seat of a modexn University. When 1t wag PIOP?Fed
that the Yorkshire College should.apply ta the . cht;qu_Umver-
sity, a federal, inatitusion of whigh thq-.carhe; membe.ugwe_re
Owen's Collage, Manchestes, and University COlhge!, vag;ppol
there, were many peopla.in Leeds who thought. that. it would be
insufferably presumptuous. on.their.part to. ask that the august
word “University” should be attached to, their, town. . But | find
that in Oxford today the great modern Universitjes are profoundly
respected and ‘that all traces of their heing treated like parvenus
have been obliterated: by. the finger of time, Nevertheless,  they
are still young. There are people still living who:remember

. Manchester before. Owen’a College was found—nay more who

can remember the contemptuaus rejection. by .theiGovgprment of
the day of the proposal that Owen’s College should receive a
University Charter. Liverpool was still not a Unive:sity when
the Prince of Wales was born. Without being in any way precar-
ious, the pesition of the madern Universities in- England does
call for tactful avoidance of lacal nnpopularity. A penny, rate is

_not easliy got, but indisaretion. might jeopardise it. There are

still vestigés in English life of party prejudice. . A retired. public
servant wrote -angiily to us the other day becapse .the com-
mittee of the Oxford. Luncheon Club, a representative but a
politeal Society, had invited Mr, Pethig Lawrence to tell it the
hard and bitter truth about the:surtax, If in a narrowly contegted
Patliamentary. election i a local constituency some of the pro- -
fessors of a .modern university developed strikipg, powers of
propaganda, 3.good many rate-paysrs wonld say: thatthey weren't
going to be taxed for that kind of thing.i.l can remember a
sagacious Yorkshireman saying that nobody.could prevent a
member of the Uniueysity ptaff from. writing to the newspapers
about anythiag he liked, but thas if he wrote about controversial
questions in politics or religion ; he pught to date his. Jetters.from
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bis or
e:‘i Erl}r:te }}:ousehagd not from University. But | have said
Dart if‘tl?os OWht at there are reasons for circumspection on the
Wit Sti whose wc?rk lies in the modern English Universities.
other gro < t‘go.anmem .Enghsb ~Universities which form the
° group 1n the intermediate type, the case is different. No
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allowed to keep themselves free from entanglements with
mormentarily raging political controversies. Further I would
suggest that, if a University is to be strong enough to stand
the battering’ waves of stupid misunderstanding, it should be
generous in allowing individual members of its society to express

_in speech and writing, their sincere convictions: on controversial

subjects, relying on their good sense, and on the sense of
obligation to the corporate society of which they are members,
to restrain them from unworthy partisanship and from impropr-
iety in self-expression. Thirdly, | would and that, even in great
emergencies when strong conviction feels that silence would be
cowardly, dctivity in political affairs should be kept strictly sub-
ordinate to the full discharge of the other duties which in a
learned society devolve both upon the old and the young.
Having spent the most part of a long life in ‘three Uni-
versites, | am drawn by experience to say that in the academic
world some of us ‘are apt to forget how old we are, and that
some of those whoare young do not always realize how young.
Nearly fifty years ago, when | was head of the School House at
Rugby, | felt the weight of my responsibility as seriously as if |
were Viceroy of India: when I pored over Mr. Gladstone's
Midlothian speeches, spread out on one of the old brown oak tables

~ in the:School House Hall, I had less misgivingv about right and

wrong ih British Foreign Policy than | have since been troubled
with. .~ Once, when'| was an under-graduate at Trinity, Professor
Roblnponﬁ‘ﬁgs, ‘a Latin scholar whose fame stood high in every
Univer &Zahhe world?‘tock me fora walk round the University
Parks. ' Naively; but with conviction, 1 told him that those of us
who went to the Union thought that Curzon would some day be

Foreigp Secretary and that E. T. Cook knew more about the

_tanglé of English Local Government than any man except Mr.

Goschen hxmsclf Robinson Ellis sighed, and said * Sadler, I
take little Fcc‘"‘:ount of Undergraduate reputation.” o
Maladjustment to the needs of their time apd country. i8

* hartful to the well-being of universities and, in some cases; has

been the cause of fatal decline. Oneis apt to think of Uniyersi-. :
ties as immune from death. But history shows that among them..

the rate of mortality is rather high. - Of the Universities founded -
in Europe during the last eight cqqt‘ﬁ'r_igé‘-; nearly- ggme-tbird. |

T R R S
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I think, have perished. Except in periods of usual quietude o

i N DO B R T P - N - . :
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FQREIGN PUBLICATIONS
. ON ORIENTAL To:-Fjic_s

»

 EDEN des Buddha (Teachings of Buddha). Translated

* “and annotated by Hermant Oldenberg. - Publighed
by Kurt Wolff: Miinchen.”

‘ 2, Les Larmes du Cob‘riy, ‘Lengends  du Lanka

' (Cobra’s Tears, being the legeénds of (rleyloanolk-
lore). Connected by Enid'K'arur_lgrétne and translated

intb Frénch by Andree Karpels: Editions '‘Bossard, Paris. '

IR ‘Fables' Chinoises (Buddhistic: 'Gtories current in Chind), Vol.

1. Trax;slated into French by Mons, E, Chavennes and versified by
Madame Chavennes: Editions Bossard, Paris. L

. 4. . La Conquete de Jerusalem—a novel: By Myrian Harry: Ernest
Flammarion, Editeur, Paris. : - )

. -8 L'amoureyse Oriole, jeune fille (an old Chinese love-story) by

G_emge Soqli«: de Mgrant: . Published by Ernest Flammarion, Paris.

. fsivmetia matterfor deephamiliation and shame that we in India
have to-learn all about our past culture and history from the writings of
foreign scholars?  Creditable as the researches of many of these foreign
savants ave, hardly few among them are free from the defect of - cold
‘abjectivity..  Take the case 6f Buddhism. Modern India owes all its
infétuation.about this product of esseritially - Indian *spirituality, to the
labours of scholars like Hodgson of Nepal, Turnour of Ceylon, Rhys
Davids, Augel, Stgin, Pelliot, ‘Oldenberg, Przyhusky and Tcherbatsky.
All honour and gratitude to these Western scholars ! # But the hiatus in
Indian. scholarship becomes only all the more glaring } .How many stu-
denls-are there in India, who have made Buddhism. their special subject
of study? . We have come across but a very few names which can claim
cothpatisde with the savants of the West; and these few (like, for instance,
Mehesehandra. Gosh whose original investigations often. appear in the
journals.of Ramananda Babuy) indicate to us what possibilities for first-class
workaxist, if: Indian, scholars conceptrate on thia field.. " - W
.« Qhjeetiveiand gompilatory,asthe treatment of Buddhism in the usupl
run of Western works on the subject, we yet can note, when we take up a
book.. lika Oldenberg’s. Reden des Buddha, that Eastern topica like
_Buddhisin aan, cast.a gpell, if only oceasionally and. with limitations over



208 ' ‘ THE SCHOLAR

the scholars of the West too. Like Rhys Dayids in England and Sena-
tor Lorenze in Italy, Oldenberg, the German Scholar appears to
have penetrated, so far as.the limhitations of his, Western outlook would

allow, the shell of Buddhistic philosophy and glimpsed the: core within -
The volume under reyview, containing a sequentlally arranged compllﬂ-

tion of the parables and teachings of Buddha, was prepared from the
unpublished writings of the German savant -after his deafh The ihtro:
duction to the volume bears testimony not only to the discriminasion with
which Oldenberg studied the essentials of his Eastern faith,, but also for
his deep love for the religion of a far-off. clime., Itis not an attitude
of cold detachment that underlies the study,—no! ; the author’ sheart often

warms up in a noble enthusiasm for the subject. Oldenber boldl
ranges hxmse]f on the side of those for whom njzrvana is not t%\e meri

noth.mgness of void but a solid something about which Buddha chose to
be' silent, merely with a view to avoiding the complex coil ¢t tiie entagle-
ment of reason;which had only too often obscared the truth in ‘the philo-
sophical discussions of his countrymen. The master"s silence—the scurce
of m:sunderstandmg and m:smterpretatnon—-was indéed only ah attltude
of satiric disapproval of much of the wrangling ‘of the religious dialec-
ticians of the day. Further, Oldenburg explains to us that while the
primal source from which the Buddhist. thought developed ‘was the
lummous philosophy of the Upamshads and while the streant of Buddhis-
tic ‘thought, unlike other systems originating from the same source, never
became muddied by “the turbulant and sediment-filled waters of noxiot1s

fields’ ’, there yet existed in Buddhism itself S\gns ofa profounder outlook

than ever existed before, ", i

The parables and Teachmgs, wh)ch Oldenberg has Judlclously chosen and
embodied in this book, are intended to interest the scholar and the lavm‘“
alike.  (* Devadetta plays the role: of ]ud'&s Iscariot,” -says Oldenbergj’
the conversations with the faithful dxscxple Annada and the numem'\is
stories from the Jatakas are full of A'chiarm which shodld “nchain ‘even
the Western reader for whomi, it ‘may/ be rdmarked in passing, the. book is
primarily intended.” Oldénbérg ' does ot *subscribe with t;‘xe view thikt
India is the source-hoe of all this alleégorical tedching andilegendry tore,

but he admits *there cen be no doubt thut the mest powerful contrum-of
the proauctior-s of fables and §t0ries of! thé host vanedntypes‘ was-

India)? = oo

".l . N N
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B‘;ddln the second portion of ‘the: boo‘k ‘the- iundamentél “dtrdcture of
histic phﬂosophy is sbught to be exposea thpough» selectiont’ rotn

)
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Buddha’s sayings, which while not descending:to perplexing details, afford
a-sufficiently illustrative panoramic-to enable the lay European reader to
have a broad and accwrate idea of Buddhism. “I do not contend against
the ‘world, .O: monks! he . who proclaims the truth does not content
against. the | world”. -This was an attitude which should have contri-
buted:to: wining :for the master that great esteem which he commanded

.from among the elect. This is an attitude which has formed the bed-rock

of: the teachings of the spiritual - Master of modern. India, the sage of
Sabarmati too. ‘

. Mddern China does hot appedr to have much in common with modern
\ndia; and yet as one of the most powerful infliences that contributed to
thé’ moulting 6f Chinese teligious thought Buddhism forms a connecting-
lmk between Ihdxa and theé Mlddle Empire. * The poet Rabindranath’s
rather unsuccessful attempts to reestabhsh the old-links are motived by
the recognition of this fac.. The extent to which Indian spiritual thought
permeated Chmese culture, especxally from the third to the exght contury
becomes clear to us from a perusal of the damtlly got-up volume in which
Madame Chavannes has versxﬁed into Fontamesque verse, the translations
rendered into French by her husband by ‘some of the old world Hindu-
Buddhlstxc legends of China: The little book takes us away from the

hlm of to- day——the ‘China of Sun- -yat-sen and of poetical ﬁghts—-back
to a past when the Indian truths of Ahimsa and world-love have prevaded
the religious lif eand outlook of that land. The stories are all from the
]atakas, 1llus.ratmg truths mostly of an ethical character—"Tail as Head"
pomtﬁ td thedisastrous results ensuing from irresponsible people being
given power and leadership; the '“Pearl” is a charming story of the
pbtency 6f Ahimsa;'®The Vows of Upasaka”: breathe the spirit of asceti-
cism; “The Five Hulideed" HOTSGS Of the ng” illustrates the evil power
of undxsclplmed ‘passions.” R

v The small volume of Ceylon Folk lote cont’umng French tramlatnons
by A. Karkeles inProse and Verse ofa number of Lanka legends collected
by ] Enid" Karunaratne, a- Singhalese lady, is full of the aroma of.a wild
flower.. The legends themselves bear an individuality, peculmr to the
people. of Geylon,. who are able,: $ays. Korpeles, “to feel,, undemeath the
naivete bf thése’ ac(:ounts, more profound - aspitations.®’ » The ﬁrst threq
stories are legends cofinected with $nakés for which, Karpeles carefully
informs. the Western reader, the Smghalese “do not have the insurmount-
able aversion whtch Europeans show | Why is the sky away. from the
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earth?. 'Why are vipers.and cobras-our enemies? How are eclipses caused?
Why ate the feathers black? For questions:like these, the primitive mind
of the ancient people 6f Lanka has found. out explanations which are.as
naive asicharming. Animals and birds; the:starry sky and the surging sea,
the” waving . palms .and the: growing :corn,~thest . are the intimate
conipanions 'of this old-world race. Man seems. to be no :independent
entity but an- imlien1bls put of Mother Nature. ©bviously,.therefore,
the moralising - mood is never prominhent. .Yat there is:-just-a- touch. of
satire in some of the stories like “The enemies of the Mooa® and ** The
Simple-minded. Children.” What can surpass the simplg raciness of a
story like the enemies of the Moon? _ ,
‘M. de Morant’s * Amorous Oreole” is a tender Chinése love.story
~ hailing from those times'when Buddhism was more ipopular than to-day
in_China. The swee,t-‘bitter. character of the pill of love is dcpicted here
through a story m which the overmastering, passion of a youthful couple
is baulked of fruition: by the snobbish . interference of the girl’s ungrateful
mother. The plot is indeed very simple, but background. of Bu'ddhistic
China.is; extraodinarily realistic, .\Priests at‘xd!priesteésés,, mon‘asteries.a?d
Seminaries, feasts and ceremonies recall past which has probably inrecov;.e'r-
ably disappeared from the China of to-day-. .
Myriam Harry’s book, *The conquest of Jerqsaleh"’ claims the
privilege of company , with the above, not, because there. is'ax"ny definite
presentment oi{ Oriental life here, but because a. story of satire and
ddventure, 16ve and tragedy, ie ‘powerfully depicted againstan Orienta-
listic' setting. Finding naught of the satisfying in the  religion of ms
European fathers or in-the religions of his countrymen, meetiﬁg no response
from his wife wha was conventional to ‘the core, shocked by thé empty
and often hypocritical conservatism of. the. Eyrogean ,i_tlissiouary world of
Jerusalem—the hero who had set out on the" quest of ‘QP? igt‘elléciixal

canquest of Jerusalem, ends by hugging to his bosam the religion of
Ashtaroth, the religion of natural and sensdous'Love! 'But'siich Love is
a d.o'omland a cutse; and the predictidn ofthe 'witd:looking patriarch that
all those that- fnf':dd:le with-women ip Jerpsalem: would, come. to _g:ief"only
Eoirt o then the cod. . The lawlully wedded_wife is lost, at first In
Spirit and then in body, the sweetheart Kitty flits dway, ani . in
desp:l%:' that his wife is'a wreck,"a-heap of. d 3, fits away, and then ;
tary eath Mter Sehdiﬂg‘ a iove-inesgge L. tflue to th . s N . e
; ! - 5, true to the spirit of his religions

There-is. a. very, _ktt_l\e of the truly. Oriental in al]l this, but an eﬁc)gx'f to

repraduce the Asiatic background is here. = , b
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TEACHING OF DRAWING
IN SCHOOLS

BY A. M. T. ACHARYA.
(Editor, “Indian Masters.”)

GREAT deal of money is spent on the teaching of
drawing in elementary schools, and most of this
money is wasted.” So wrote an English writer in
the eighties of the last century, and this is as true of

- the teaching of ‘drawing as a subject in our own
schools to-day as when it was written about the

elementary schools of England: In many matters, India is found notori-

ously behind hand with the times; and often, she is caught, doing as some-
thing new what others elsewhere have done and finished with years ago.

‘Perhaps; many may not know that, elementary drawing is taught as
a compulsery subject in our schools—at least in the Government-managed
ones. * ‘Every 'such school'’makes provision for engaging a “drawing
master”, and the pupils are taken through' a four year’s course in drawing.
Generally, about two hour’s tuition per” week is given in this subject, and
if allowance is made for holidays and other circumstances, the number cf
héurs during which tuition is given gets considerably reduced. Therefore
thé expected benefits of “learning to draw” are not obtained and the great
eX'per;Hitiiée in time'and money, both by the Government dnd the boys
themselves, aré; wasted. Inanyaverage class, say, of fifty boys, perhaps
onie may have a real liking: for the subject and a capacity for drawing
well; about six or seven may be able to make what can be passed as neat
copies; less than twenty, perhaps, are up to the level of producing some-
thing not “wholly in-offensive to the eye;” about the rest of them, the less
said,ithe better. The capacity of the boys to draw, after their having
passed through the hands of their ‘“drawing master”, is seen in all reality
on the Examination day. A glance at the slips of papers served out to
the boys with a figure in each on the left hand side along with a copy on
the right, is something very distressing and humiliating. An inspection‘
of the average school work in any drawing tlass will show unmistakably
the very limited scope and the unprofitable. direction of the so-called art-
teaching given to our boys. . Even in a good copy, which is rarely produced,
the lines are not very free, though the sides of the object represented may
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be somewhat fairly balanced. A few copies are clean and not offensively

wrong; but they are painfully feeble. But the greater majority are really

“'wriggling mazes of smudges" done by the hopeless lads, whom a thought-
less’ school-curriculum plagues with drawing lessons week after week
duting a period of some years without regard to their natural inaptitude
for this subject. Instead of thus wasting time, energy and money, cannot
a better system be employed by which drawing lessons will be given only
to the boys who show real aptitude ?

It may be considered ungraceful, if not wicked, to condemn any
system which is already in possession of the field. But the fact cannot
be gainsaid, that the entire system of teaching drawing in our schools is
to blame for the poor result thus far obtained. The little time spent on
the subject, the style of lessons usually given, and the kind of drawing-
masters employed could on no account yield any better results anywhere.
Tw'o hours per week are usually spent in our schools on drawing. Itis
50 In the Bengal schools at least. With holidays and other factors, it
works out at even less than two hours per week during the entire
year. And ;hen, the lessons themselves are mostly farcical performances,
In most schools, very little even of out-line drawing of birds, animals and
human figures is taught. As for model-drawing, and drawing of light and
s.hade, they are rarely heard of by the boys. To be asked to draw a centre
!}ne to mark exactly the middle of any object; to draw a bar across to
show the height and the greatest width of the modest curves;‘to make
dots as guides to the chief points and subsequently fill-in the entire out-

line; these are mostly the lessbns given to the boys, and heaps of such
trashy drawings are made by them each year. |

It is claimed by those who are supporters of the compulsoy teaching
of drawing in schools, that itis a means to train the hand, eye and mind
of boys. To achieve this freehand drawing particulérly is considered to
be a most necessary part of elementary art edugation. But what is the kind
?f free hand taught in our schools? It is neither of the right kind, nor.is
it taughit properly. “The master, draws a tude figure on the blackboard,
add,.gfter giving a.few mecbanical directions, asks his pupils to - copy
.F'eel?ng,he has nothing more to do thereafter, he sits down and empIO)';
his tlme’on.any other work of his own if he does trlotvchoose to drop into
a gentle slumber " till he is roused by the usual restlessness of. the boys
after they have;‘ﬁnishe“d their work. More usually, thevboysb are askéd to
- buy Poynter’s Drawing Books, or those by Vere F o'stet;- and are asked:to
copy the figures in them. After the hour's work, tht;.se« books are ébllected

:
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and taken home by the master, and returned the next day with the ever-
recurring remarks—‘“excellent,” *good,” “bad” etc. as the case may be.
No further or closer attention is paid by the master to the student, his
work or his method of work. These copy books contain representations
of objects totally unfamiliar to the boys. Leaves and flowers and jars
and vases, the very forms and shapes of which are entirely foreign to
them, evoke very little enthusiasm in them. It is, however, pleasing to
note in this connection that some of the *national” schools are doing
better in this respect. They teach drawing in a less haphazard and more
serious manner. Their masters teach more important subjects, including
full human figures, light and shade, and model drawing with the funda.
mental principles of perspective. In almost all the schools, the necessity
of teaching good freehand has been lost sight of. Masters are careless
and allow boys to draw freehand figures with the help of improvised or
real .scales. '

If the method of teaching drawing is not what it should be, the kind
of “drawing master” employed to teach the subject is not also what he
ought to be. With the exception of a few masters, able and enthusiastic,

- who hdve managed to create opportunities for training themselves to pro-

duce good results, the rest of them. who have merely passed somehow
through some art or training schools, are not properly qualified to teach,
No wonder they fail to give any effective instruction. They are men who

"can do a certain amount of purely mechanical work, which enables them

to satisfy the demands of the educational department. Beyond this, they
havé'.i'iév“er‘ t;hought of the great subject of art. It is the man who has
cither failed as-an art student. or who had taken to art-training as a last
resort in this world' of general unemployment. who goes to serve ina
school as a drawing-master.. While not failing to have an exaggerated
niotion of his own artistic talerit—he has neither any skill as an artist nor
any enthusiasm for the subject he is there to teach. Witha monthly salary
far below his own estimate or himself, he feels discontented and indifferent,
Generally, he is alone by himself in the school and has not much commu-
nion with'th'e‘ other masters, because he knows he does not form part of
the general educationil machinery. With little work, perhaps, and no
one fo supervise over it, he dabbles in art and seeks outside work to
supplement his school income. Mostly he takes to makipg bromide |

' enlargements—coloured, and at a price much below what is char‘ged'b'y

the regular professionals; and while he begins by being no good artist, he*’
ends by being no good photographer either.
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If its efforts are to be lasting, drawing must be taught and practised
day by day just like writing, and this cannot be managed under a system
by which the drawing master appears in the class only for an hour twice
a week. He can never get thoroughly into touch with his pupils. Not
being able to concern himself with the general educational process at
work in the school, he gets to have no personal interest in his pupils.
The first thing, therefore, that has to be done is to teach the teachers
of drawing and prepare them properly for the very important work
that devolves on them. And the next thing to be done is to root
out the present system of teaching, and plant in its place something
“stronger, larger, and healthier” which shall be calculated to fit
boy; and girls for grappling with the needs of practical and higher
artistic life. If we really wish to avoid seeing the dull and de-
pressed faces of our boys in the drawing classes, the teachers in
the first instance must learn to practise the art which they teach with an
earnestness of purpose which could raise their own standard perceptibly.
Thgn, they must teach an art which has its root in the home-life and
surroundings of the people. The abstract and mechanical character of
the present system of teaching drawing is resnonsible for the unsatisfactory
results obtained. The boys and gisls taught have no enjoyment in draw-
ing of this kind, and they cannot be expectedto attain insight - into the
joy of art or “feel the thrill of quickened eapabilities” while labouring
week after week under pressure at their “smudgy abortions,” They
.should have something to see beyond such shadowy: outlines of forms
which are mostly meaning-less to them. . Boys have a natural delight in
making things, and an enjoyment of the instinct of creation is what is to
" be appealed to in them. The constructive taculty in them should not be

ignored. Until a system is devised and introduced by. which drawing

can be taught in schools with a view to arouse this instinct of ereation in
the boys and by which the “heart and brain -and hand and eye” will be
called to play their part, no real benefit can' be got. If this cannot be
done, the best thing would be to.stop - plaguing school  children with the

teaching of drawing, and let: them free to attend to their other more
necessary and useful studies. '

« "

DISILLUSIONMENT

BY MUMUKSHU.

O you remember, Pratap, what Mahatma Gandhi told us
when he was last here, that God has come vat of
those temples into which the so-called untouchables
are demied admission? And is there a greater de-
fender of the Varnashrama system than Gandhiji?
That with all your education and culture and the
broad outlook which they mist certainly have succeeded i bringing about,
you too must have thought it proper to side with the orthodox gentlemen
of your caste, and applaud approvingly their actiowin denying me admis-
sion into the local temple, is surely the unkindest act of all. It makes
my faith in the early redemption of the down-trpdden masses of our
country shake to the very foundations. I revere the wisdom of otr
ancients in dividing society into four sections; butany honest observer

must. see how archaic that system has become, how it has resulted ing
ridiculous anamolies and how alse, it has been the cause of many crueltiest,

and of certain observances inconsistent with the true spirit of Religion
itself. -In the centuries that have passed by, there has been effected a
revolution, and the country has out-grown the primitive system of things.
To-day, a Gandhi who was not born a Brahmin possesses these qualities,
and the satwika nature in a greater measure; the world will do homage unto
such great souls.. But those who:go by the name of Brahmins at the
present day, refuse to bear any of the responsibilities, and want to enjoy
the privileges. My complaint, however, is not against the Brahmin alone.
I know how the shining notice board in the temple gates of our place
sparkling with the gilded words ‘No Admission to Untouchables,” owes
its existence to the inspired orders of the Non-Brahmin trustee of the
temple:. I also believe that the Brahmin will embrace the untouchable
more réadily and quickly than the Non-Brahmin with their numerous

 eastes and sub-¢astes. But I cannot for the life of me understand how

untouchability canbe practised in the very presence of God, the foun-
tainhead of Unity and Love.”

“T take it that your discourse is _over,'Manmiith.
unusually and unnecessarily eloquént this evening.
this twilight hour and the 'supremely beautiful s

ou’(éings here have

' \.m §ﬁ/4
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bestowed on you uucommon oratorical gifts. You werea veritable
volcano emitting fire and brimstone alike. I acknowledge the depth of
your culture. I revere your satvic nature; I know that you are an awaken-

ed Indian, who has responded to what you call a divine voice. But your -

birth, alas, is your greatest drawback. You may be—are—a lily; but are
come out of the dirty pond.” We have been mates from our school, and
we sat together for our B. A. Examination. But today, we have reached
the parting of the ways, and you must go your path and I mine. I come
of an orthodox family, and I do not accept Gandhi’s interpretation of the
Varnasharma Dharma system. .And -since we have come to such length,
I want most reluctantly to disclose to you a fact. Yousee I am old ;ano“gh
to take upon myself the management of my household and give my father
rest and peace. Hitherto, I was a reckless youth, and it was possible for
me to approach you, though an untouchable. Hereafter, I must respect
the f.eelings of my Agraharam mates and cannot—I say in deep regret—be
moving with you as freely as of old. If you want any help of me, you
may write to me, and I shall respond with pleasure. You must admire,
Manmath, that after all, the weight of ' ancient custom is a load on
our heads that cannot be easily thrown off; Many an enthusiastic soul has
to bow down before this mighty tide of social opinion and ancient obser-
vances, Time may, harden a thing; but it also gives the thing a cértain
amount of sanctity as it were!”

“Accept then my Namaskars, at the parting of the ways.”

N s x .. * *

The charming village of Amarapuri on the banks of the mountain
stre'am Girija is famous as a place of pilgrimage for the Hindus all over
India.The temple of Bhuvanesh in the village is said to have been construc-

ted by prehistoric Monarchs of the Tamil country, and there is a tradition: '

that the Pandava Princes in their exile visited the temple and adored the
the diety therein. Apart from it, the Bhuvanesh Temple derived its im-
?ortanc:e from two other facts. The idol.in the. plaée was an objéct of
increasing, wonder, for it was an exquisite piece of workmaﬁship. the

peculiar stone out of which the ido} was cut, the posture in which it was
placed and the exhilirating air and the “dim religious light” of its corri-
dors produced such an effect on.the visitors as would even transform a

. confirmed atheist into a devout idol worshipper, Secondly, there were

,,-':m ntles 1_9:_15 of varyir.xg size and of different dates all over the
e . 1 he; stz.xtely h\f)lding and these were of supreme histori;
- cal value as aff Fdl g interesting information about the times of certain
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Tamil Kings ef Puranic fame. Even within the holy of holies, the wall
behind the idol, it was stated, contained an old inscription in the undeve-
loped Tamil script. '

Prathap and Manmath were natives of Amarapuri. The former was
the son of the richest Millionaire—the big man—of the village, Dewan
Bahadur Sankara Iyer C. I E. Sankarayya was not a “degree-holder”
of any University, Indian or foreign, but he had sound common sense, and
being specially favoured of Dame Fortune, who, by the way is blind, he
had risen to the present position. He owned the biggest house in the
village, across which no man or God can- walk with shoes on or ride in
any conveyance. ' Sankarayya was as fat as he was rich; poor people you
know, are never corpulent—they evidently eat their own fiesh. The daily
programme of Sankarayya was very simple; he rose from bed, ate and
drank, talked and slept, and when in sleep snored and'dreamt. In the
afternoons, a host of Brahmins—'-Vydiks and tenaunts—with their dhoties
tied round their waists would be sitting at a respectful distance from the

presiding officer; the gossip will then turn to the daily news in the papers

and Sankarayya, assured of a calm hearing and no Qissentient voice,
would pass remarks on the burning questions of the day; those remarks
always being the out come of ignorance, wrong information, misunder-
standing and prejudice. Of course, Sankarayya is ot no account to out
story, and we are to kill him very shortly; but one more fact about him
I must mention here. Rumour says that the prefixes and suffixes to San-
karayya's name were the immediate outcome of a splendid . dinner and a
costly present to the high gods of officialdom in the district and that
Saukarayya, the .citadal of Amarapuri orthodoxy, was most reluctantly
obliged to lanch on the same table with Eurasian officers, and that he
afterwards performed a prayaschitha or purification ceremony, the
advertised reason for the rite being quite a different one.

~ Manmath was the son of a poor pariah in the village, and by his own
skill, had become a graduate inarts. Of his character and ideals, of the
evolution of his soul* and the maturity of his mind, of the depth: of his
intellect and the versatality of his. genius, one could write a whole book.
I can only say in a concise manner that he was an awakened Indian
Nationalist, who had responded to the new call; he was one of the best
of India’s sons in every sense of the term. .

Well, as I wanted you to anticipate, Sankarayya died a few months

after, and Pratap who: was till now the younger master, was enthroned
and became a full-fledged Big Man.
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Of Manmath nothing more was heard. Some said that he was in
Rangoon; others denied it; Pratap had long forgotten his old friend; when
you are surrounded by the celestial nymph of a wife and by smiling child-
ren, and when fortune continues to smile on you, you cannot cherish
any memory of an old friend of the student days; eh!

" Years passed—as they alwiys do with their routine happenings of
sammer shewers and autumn floods, of sowings and reapings. Occasion-
ally, there was some sensation or stir in the political sphere. But so far as
Amarapuri was concerned, the old order of things was unaltered, There was
not much of ringing in or “ringing out.” Only a few men had disappear-
ed, none knew where, and a few babes had come in, none knew where—
from. ,

The Hindu of the 18th June created a sensation in the Village of
Amarapuri. The reason was that Government had appointed a “Com-
mittee of Archaeological Investigation and Research” to go into temples
and palaces and study inscriptions and records, with a view to reconstruct-

ing the ancient history of the Tamil land. And among the temples to be

visited was included the temple of Bhuvanesh. A note of explanation
was also appended to the main communique. - S

“Mr. Yasoda Bal, the Chairman of the Committee, we need hardly
inform the public, eomes from the Panjab, where he has been assisting
Sir John Marshall, ‘the Director General of Archaeology with such splen-
did successes in the Taxila- excavations, and we are sute his experience in
the work and his *historical genius will be of immense value to the learn-
ed members of the Committee. We- earnestly request the public to co-
operate with Government and help the investigators in every possible
way.” o ' : .

“And so. it seems that the Committee will insist on being taken itito
the inner shrine of the temple; but when the Government order things,
there is no use protesting. For one thing, the members of the Committee

are all Hindi:s?-and though Non-Brahmins should' not be allowed to enter
the Sanctum sanctorum, there is an element of consolation in their being

high class Hindus at least. But who is this Chairman, Yasoda Bal? Of
what caste would he be ?*' mused Pratap who was the temple trastee, and

as such, was boumd to look to the reception and to the provision of all
facilities to the Committee. ,

~ “Tsaw the man at Madras” spoke an aged gentleman, “‘when I was
last- there, -and ‘his' personality ok appearance- ‘does' not -in the Fenst
betray his caste and creed. He grows a beard and his hair is cropped,
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but.-he was dressed like a Bengali Some one told me that he: was a

Christian by faith, that Yasoda Bal was merely the Hindustani version

of ‘Jesus Paul’ and that having long been a resident of Bengal, he hels
begun to:dress like a hative of the province. In these troublous days, on;g..s
appearence: does-nat enable ‘us to find out of his caste; every one cfops 1.5
hair, is hespectacled and covers his body from head to f.oot; Whﬂt' is
worse, some Brahmins {ook like :Panchamas, some Chetties l}ke Brahming
and so on’, I ' .
‘“But it is no use. 'Whatever caste he mey belong to, he comes with
the authority of Government aad mast be’ admitt.ed. -If‘x.mef?ary', we
shall perform a sgmprekshana ceremony and punfy. the:diety,” conclu-
ded Bratap. . {Man to purify the fountainhead of purityll) ~‘

In July, the committee visited temple. Pratap had. avranged for
the distinguished guests a splendid. reception. The member,s.wete?-tztken
round the temple and into it; they were also shown all the. qld inscriptions
on the walls and on the massive stane-pillars. It was,no.tlce.d that Yasod.a.
Bal, when :eéteriilxg the temple, removed .his slippers, his turban and h}s
overcoat. He remained long in prayer before the idol, fmd poured out in
ach#rining ;voice.a beautiful series of Tamil and.Sansknt.hg'(mns, mu‘ch o
the astonishiment of all who had mistaken him for a Christian or a ‘man,
of no religion’ as many of us are today. o

Outside the temple, in the Audience Hall, the Commuttee members
were 'préseme;d with prasadams and other temple honours were done to
fhé‘“ - Y.aspgia‘Bal spoke.a few words of thanks: “Gentlemen—when
the heagt is fyll, you know words fail to come out. My .gqlleagues and
myself. can never adeduaiely express the debt of gratitude in us. We are
profoundly moved by the kindness you have shown unto us and by the
Willing manner in which you have co-operated with us. We therefore
simply, and sincerely thank you from the bottom of the hearts. v

“I have however one word to talk to you, and particularly, to your
distinguished citizen. Mr. Pratap, I am not talking to you as tfu? Chairman
of the Committee; I am talking as an Indian to my brother Indian, a8 man
tO man; .a: heart sore with many a blow, but ablaze with many a
hope, is unburdening its heavy contents to kindred hiearts. Pratap, I am
riot unknown to you; I am not a foreigner to this blessed Tamil .land of
ours.. If the memoty-of yaur sarly days hag not been blotted out by the
crowding incidents of your later life, you will remember your old Panch-
ama class ‘mate-and friend: Manmath: Yasoda Bal is--none other than
Manmath—that old comrade and the mate of your early days (Ah, sunny
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days never to return) stands before you new, After that farewell with
z’:u ((l)n that momentous evening—when the hand of even my dearest
end was turned against me—I could not bear to live here any longer
z:)r;d fled away to the North and have flourished. - There were not a few
hazaes;c;r;sdw:en Ibwas tempted to embrace Christianity or Islam, but I
e o Dc; L rm, ec?se I knew that the great Banian. tree of Sanathana
: ma can afford shade to us all. I today pride in being a. Hindu
aving been born among the poorest and lowliest, and I have now realised
the fulfilment of my heart’s desire to have dharshan of Bhuvanesh. I
never wanted to make forced entry into temples and create a stir, because
I dislike to wound the feelings of anybody ; and even now I wc;uld have
disclosed my identity earlier, but I feared that the mission on which we
are here at present may be endangered by that hasty step.

) :
- E:to r);ouolla\;e a great lesson to learfi. You would allowa. forexgner,
e you do nczit llmow a man of alien’ faiths to enter your tem-
o copr elvour idols; whereas you would shut the doors agamst

-religionists - against your brethren, your own kith and kin:

G
thflf:ﬂtemzn if this is not hYPOCI’lcy and cowardice, what is?" Brothers, let .
standing shamé to our blessed land be buried today in this Audience |

::all of the Most High. Let us be the torch-bearers of a new ‘order of
Ings, wherein man and man will move as b\‘uthers, where there will be
no bending of the kneés before insolent might and where there will pre-
vail the Vedic Scheme of thmgs Let Amarapuri become a land of angels
n; ‘reality, with its citizens workifig hand i in hand. May the Hidden Hand
om a;}lzdto::;c'}’x’ moves everythmg, cemerit thls mo‘mentous incident by it5

~ The hall was crowded, but not a voice was heard. The next moment
Pratap was found in tears, kneeling before Yasoda Bal.
placeT;:ay, in Amarapuri there is a’ Setvice Home. * Any visitor to the
by o o:t iie htherem the twin souls, Pratap aﬁd Manmath surrounded
ot an;r;;;y Panchama boys. > “THéy 'spitt dnd weave, till and
gty read ™ fe]:!:: sport and -pldy, pray and chant hymtis; the spirit
o y ere. And at the gateway to the buildings of the
ome, ere carved dut in bold letters, t‘r’ne 1mmortal words of the

GITA IS
e ad ot gy ﬁfz’ﬁr

e e
: he I-ord dwelleth in the hearts of all bemgg_‘ Oh, Arjuna,’ - -
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ON MATRIMONY -

BY S. RAMA IYER. B. A.

ARRIAGES are made in Heaven. To make the state-
ment complete, comprehensive, and up-to-daté, it
must be further added that they are made before
Heaven, by Heaven, and for Heaven. So divorces

- are made on earth—liefore man, by man, and: for man.

. o In other words, God made the marriages, and man
made thq' dlvorees Both . are,. perhaps, equally - necessary. Divorces
foster mamages, and marriages foster divorges.. , They are supplementary
and comphmentary, The xmmortal fire is too much for mortal man. He
is not such.a simple fool as to be so colourlessly and mercilessly pure.

Variety is the spice, nay the very qumtessence of his existence. Dull

and monotonous loyalty to one single soul, is not, becomipg. his, manhood

at all. He is‘the hlghest and noblest of ammals, a beautiful biped, gifted
with intelligence, intuition, initiative and originality. Hence, ~he must
experlment and explore, though a.fterwards he may deplore.

They say he is descended from monkey, probably, from fhat partl-
cular type, known as orang—outang. Naturally, the monkey in hlrn pre-
dominates. He is restless and rash. And the re]uvenatmg expenment

" one of the latest wonders or rather blunders in the realm of science, will,

in future, make h1m still more restless and rudderless With this charac-

teristic feature in him, ‘natuml and artificial, it 1s qulte 1mpossxble for

......

him, physically, ¢hemically, ‘mentally, morally, and intellectually, to ‘stick
up for ever ‘to'an. umchanging and unchangeable arrangement ‘however
sacred it might be. : .

A

" Poets may write charming and classxcal hnes about true and worthy
wedjocks. Priests my preach pleasmg sermons about the same from the
pulpits.. Philosophers may luringly and leisurely philosophise about thesub-
ject. If whatever these people-sdy do really come to pass, ‘if Plato’s
Republic and-More’s Utopial are. given'the ghost of a chance to exist on

- eagthy, *“if to do ‘were as easy as to kmow what were ‘good to do,” then

doubtless; “ chapela-had beén churches, aind poox men’s cottages' princes’
palaces”. . Such ideals remain,:in #way, as: the truest of -ideals, -in'as
much as they seldom:dare to trespass into the:spheve of: prustical working. -
Here is an ideal from the famous poet and dramatist, Shakespeare: -
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Let me not to the marriage of true minds ‘
Admjt il?bad‘imen.ts. Loxeismotiov

Which altere wiren it adteration finde.
Or hends with the remover to remove:—

P '
O notit is an ever fixed mark

That looks on tempests, and is never shaken;
It i8 the star to every wandering bark, ’
" Whose worth’s niknown, aithough his hetglit be taken.

-Lave’s nat time's fools though rory lips aad ctiseks
Within his benging siekle's comnass gomes; . ’
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks, | -
But bears iteut e’en'to e edge of d0omz— :

' . . . l ’
Modern man is too busy and impatient even to go through'such lines.
Understanding or following them, is out of his programme altogether.
His civilised and scientific nostrils cannot stand their very smell.

_ The hard and unpalatable truth is, that man is, by instinct and nature,
polygamous, as the German philosopher, Max .Nor'cieau,.'sa‘ys. ‘Love for
love’s sake and marriage for marriage’s sake is all tall and vain talk-
Monogamy is only a cloak of policy, a show, a polished dissimulation, a
positive humbug. Underlying ' motivés, under-currents of selfishness,
momentary and questionable’ pleasures, and the like, in most cases, bring
about the: divers matrimonial altinces, o .

_ Many marry mere ‘money bags’, with the result, that both money and
;ove soon vanish. When the chest is full, the heart is fuller.and warmer;
when that becomes empty, everything becomes empty and cold. ‘Love
swells like the Solway, but ébbs_ like its tjae." Some love at first sight.
Their love marclies at galloping speed. , Suddenly, it staps with a crash,
Like the earth, xt gets heated and cooled _ quicﬁ. They éolemnly and
siricerely repent at their earliest convenience and leisure, .

There are others who marryito :sequre employment, or to complete
their studies. ~Certain types of girls are specially reserved and ear-marked
f?r these friends. They can be disposed off only by means of such’allu-
.rlfn‘g“bai‘t.sl' ‘Comment is needless, though‘hfelc;ng 's‘lh‘{'é_}yj'islsure. '

Mere boys ate-maatie to wed mere gitls; to: become. baby-fsthers, and
baby-mothers, to become virgin. widows... Some marry to please their
parents, Some marry to- pleasaitheir grand fathers and .grand mofivers;
or hoth.:, 5till- others marry to please:their relatives and friends.” Not a
m_.msnmhmmmmkafm‘hmms. . They consylt, - collect, fite;
exoha.nge, exammm qompare. test, sift, and shuffle. After all these process
ses, .md and disgusted, puazled and perplexed, they tumble upon & wrong
choice. S PR H
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Strange, inexplicable, and inscrutable are the ways of matrimony,
Marriage is said to be the meeting of two hemispheres. But as somebody
shrewdly remarked, very rarely the right kind of hemispherers meet. The
intelligent is often yoked with the dulland stupid. Ugly and uncouth
gentlemen-are invariably thrust upon handsome lasses. The forty, fifty,
and sixty, want the fourteen, fifteen and sixteen. Those who grow from
east'to west- get those who grow from south to north. Those of the
new-moon hue are for the spotless white. Socrateses and Rip Van
Winkles easily find their Xanthippes and Dame Van Winkles. Petruchios
are absolutely nil to tame such she-wolves and Katharinas. God is an
immehsely funny and humourous .gehtleman, who sits behind the scrt.aen,
pulls the strings, and heartily laughs at the expense of his own creations
and doings. See, on the marvellous stage of this world, how he makes
them play these ridiculous parts!

After all, is it safe to marry? ' Is the game worth the candle? Or, is
it merely a “double, double toil and trouble?”” “To marry or not to marty,
which is better, which is preferable? The following lines attempt to give

a terse reply:—
sDomestic cares afflict the husband's bed,
‘ Or pains his head;

Those that live singles take it for a curse.
Or do things worse;

Some would havechildren; those that have them moan.
Or wish them gone;

What ig it then, to have, or have no wife.

i PBut single thraldom, or a double strife?

'Dr. Primrose, the pious Vicar of Wakefield, holds a more optimistic
view of married,life, and is strongly of opinion, that family people are
better serviceable to society than those cold bachelors, who merely
talk of population and political economy. ‘ .

What do our modern women say? How are they inclined to treat
the matter? Not to marry is gradually becoming the fashion among many
of them. Home has ceased to be the centre and source of their happiness.
They want to move in society freely and fully. How can matrimony and
these thihgq go together?

In the striggle and turmoil, of married life, in the vast battle-field of
this world, both men and women have to face difficulties and defeats. In
some cases, men defeat women and in some qther cases, women
defeat men. If there are husbapds who can command the respect of  their
wives, there are others who respect the commands of their wives, Many
who are lions and rulers abroad, are lambs and slaves at home. Atany
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rate, to maintain two wives, to keep them under proper control, is some-
thing next to an impossibility,

a sort of hundred years’ war, in

which even monarchs have frankly
owned defeat. ' ‘ :

I wish to conclude this sketch, notingdown' two unique incidents.
England’s census report for 1921 records, among many interesting items,
about the marriage of a lass of eighteen with a youth of only eighty sum-
mers. Long live the cquple! From a Reuter’s message we understand
thatin America very recently a marriage took place in mid-air, in an
aeroplane. Bravo, ye jolly, romantic pair! Yours was- really a marriage
in Heaven, at least, somewhere between earth and heaven. May God
preserve you and me in such a floating humour!

6”“’9

CLEMENCEAU ON ACTION

“The only road,” said George Clemenceau of France recently, “that

leads to self-realization and complete peace is the road of work.”
Clemenceau is a disciple of action. .* Words!” he said, “ words
that kill the idea, words that suppress experimentation, words that make
for us a false life in which we wander passing among them as men with-
out knowledge. Where you find the most words you find the least action.
Words are to a considerable degree, enemies to action, because‘-they are
made so often to substitute for action and masquerade as such. Action,
not words? enlarges the soul and makes for harmony and contentment.”
How true hvis thoughts are, especially when applied to the spiritual
life! For example, reading the Scriptures of the whole world will not
give a man the realization of spiritual truth that ten minutes’ daily prac-
tice of meditation will give. “Words that suppress experimentation.”

Many deluded souls there are who imagine they understand the truth of
their own religion thru the intellectual pastime of reading

« . . and who never.
use “‘experimentation”’

. nta to discover whether there is-any divine and im-
mortal life p.rmc1ple~w1thm them. The practice’ of meditation alone can
prove the existence of eternal verities,

' . Reading should be an incentive
to:action, not a substitute for it,

It is a tremendous and taxing feat. Itis’

THE GAME OF HEALTH

BY K. L. SARMA, B. A, B. L.

ANY of those who read this are familiar with a game, cal-
led the “Ascent to Heaven,” which is played, or till
recently used to be played, on certain holy days of
the year, the Gokula Ashtami, or the Great Siva Ratri.
The chart or board, on which the pieces move, is

¥ divided into squares, which are connected, here and
there, either by ladders. or by serpents. The ladders give the player,
who reaches their feet, a privilege of ascent, while the serpents drag him
down, several planes, to where their tails are resting. '

~ The pursuit or ﬁeglect of health is just such a game, in real life. It
can be so played, as to enhance one’s health—I mean positive health, not
a mere negation of disease—Dby slow and steady, or even by rapid stages
of progress, or so as to lose it. .

By availing oneself of the free grace of nature, the Divinity that
presides over Health and Disease, one can better one’s present health,
increaseone’s expection of life,and confer a betterheredity on his discendants.
By refusing Her grace, and by trusting to the ministrations of men, who call
themselves doctors, but who are, in truth, simply exploiters of our igno-
rance, and intermeddlers—like false gurus—between us and Nature, one
stands.to lose health, and to lose a great part of one’s expectation of life,
at the same-time embittering. one’s later life with avoidable misery, and
burdening one’s descendants with an inevitable evil inheritance. '

Heredity, they say, is a cause of disease. But it can also be a source
of health. if we take the trouble to make it so. Nature helps, here too,
if, and in so far as, we let Her. 'Where disease or defects of health are
inherited, the progeny are usually much worse off, than the parents. Itis
as if the'holding in disease of the father wereadded to that of the mother,
But if the parenté practise health-culture, then a tendency to better health is
inherited, and the result is an addition of health-holdings, for the benefit of
thechild. - On the one hand, it is possible for the child of a consumpt'ive
to die of the same disease at about half the age of the sick parent. On
the other hand it is equally possible,.by the right means, for the child to
escape the inheritance and to live twice as long.
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A science, which shows the way to the latter consummation, ought
to prove of deep interest to all right-thinking men. This science is known
as Natural Living. ,

This natural living is twofold, though one in essenée.. On the same
fundamental principles, it has built up two branches of practice, viz pre-
ventive and curative hygiene. The former branch may well be considered

to be a part of the latter, in so far as it is the art of curing diseases in
their, ‘seed-form’.

The best results have been enjoyed, only by those who completely
surrounder themselves to this way, not by those, who desert it as soon as
any discouragement is felt. There are the fair-weather followers, who live

according to it, so long as things go on smoothly, but set at naught its

teachings, as soon as some acute illness comes on. To be true to this

natural way all the time is the only way to deserve and reap the ultimate
benefits, '

The fashionable path is, of course, to submit to quack treatment
whenever there seems to be an occasion for any treatment whatever. I
call the medical system a quackery, and [ have given my reasons for it.

The head and front of medical crimiriality is their ignorance and flout.
ing of the foremost of Nature's laws, the Law of Druglessness. This®
law is so simple and obvious, that the wonder is, that it is now necessary.

to give reasons for it. There was a time long, long ago, when our Ayur-

veda was based on this law, It was within comparatively recent times,

that this supreme excellence of the system was lost, by the introduction
of drugs, such as mercury, arsenic and so on. How the usurping system
can ‘honestly call itself Ayurveda, being a negation of the very essence of

that which it deposed, is a thing the Neo-Ayurvedic have to explain. ’
This system is a historical anomaly, composed of ' incongruous elements. -

‘Why not use’ drugs,” is a question which  is easily put. Butit is
mostly put by people, who are scarcely ' amenable to teasoning, and who
do not want to knpw the truth, being positively convinced. already, that
there can be no valid reason against it. But the tragedy of their menta-
lity is in this, that they ignore a very important principle, which governs
all controversy, that which the lawyers call the “burden of proof,”

’.I‘he principle applies to every scientific or practical question. And
the history of medical science has alwa 3 ‘

| : _ . ¥s been a ‘history df errors, up to
date;‘becaflse' each important- issue was decided without the least regard
to this principle, the burden of proof.. The  medical profession’ always
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consists of a majority, who are intellectually incompetant, and profession-
ally eager to develop. new lines of exploitation, and a minority, who are
both competent thinkers and worshippers of Truth. The latter always
refuse to theorise prematurely, and thereby deny to themselves and their
brethren: opportuaities of enrichment. The former refuse to wait for
evidence, act'as judges in their own case, excuse themselves the necessity
of finding sufficient proof, and eagerly adopt any theory, which promises
something new in the way of practice. »

Such has been the case with the germ-theory of disease, which is still
the most central of all medical theories. ‘

What is this theory? It is not simply, that diseases are caused or
occasioned, by the activity of gerims. 1In practice, the theory is valuable

to the doctors, because of a corollary drawn from it, also without proof,

namely, that diseases can be cured, by contrelling the birth and activities

of the germs. Not only that, it is assumed that more need be done,
except this. ~ ' '

The tragedy of this consists in the fact, that immediate reliet can in
many cases be reached by this method. The after-effects are not consi-
dered. It is thus assumed that men can sin grievously, and go scot-free

by the magic of inoculations, injections, and vaccinations.

It is a scientific truth, that every action has remote effects as well as
immediate ones, and that the former are alone important, being more or
less permanent.' ‘

" +.. Inoculations and other measures help to produce a new diathesis of
the body,—a fact which no honest medico, who is not a raw member of
the pfoie;gion, will dare to deny, categorically. o

" What is ‘diathesis?’ It is a technical word, meaning a predisposition
or tendency to disease or health, as the case may be. A little investiga.
tion wil) suffice to lead any sane man to the conclusion, that it is a disease—
diathesis, not a healthy one, which comes of this modern methods. Com-
‘mon: sense, whenever we dare to apply it to medical questions, will easily
help 8 to a sound opinion. It will tell us that we have no right to except
health to tome out of disease. But this ig precisely what modern medi.-
cine preaches. " It says, “sow disease plentifully enough, and Health will

~crop up.”  ‘Vaccinate a body, again..and again, till it gets fully saturated
with the-pus of CDW&QOX,"S.'&Y. the doctogs. . Not all of them, though. It
is implied, that the body will thus become so. positively healthy, that.
small-pox will become impossible; without an inctease of any Hability to
other diseases, such as syphilitic ones. .~ o '
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Because common sense is so tell-tale, they rigorously shut it out.’
They take refuge in technical jargon, and sedulously create the belief, that
these matters are the monopoly of their profession, with which ‘laymen’
have no right to meddle. A

But what about the very lafge number of ‘duly qualified’ doctors,
who expose the hollowness of medical pretensions, and explain, in simple: ’

non-technical, popular language, the truth about medicine and medicine
practice? , L

Are we to count heads, and take it, that it is the opinion of the majo-
rity, consisting, in the main, of middle headed people that matters? Is it
not our experience, that in every case it is the daring minorities, that can,
consist of the wiser members? ‘ ‘

Besides, the present age is one, which abhors technicality as the child
of darkness and the mother of iniquities. All human knowledge is being
distilled over the fire qf' common sense, ‘and made available, in'simple
form to the masses, to all those who can read. .

For example, there is Dr. Valentine Knaggs, who gives a very simple
reason against direct introduction of any stuff, except plain water, into
the bleod-circulation, which ‘injection’ is. He explains that the Creator’

has set up four distinct portals, through which all substance ought, in

Natuire, to pass, before it can be admitted to the living cells of the tissues.
Vaccination, inoculation and injection upset this arrangement, introducing

foreign matter—foul or poisonous—past two or more of these defences."
Nature is thus chéated. God’s plan for securing natural selection of sub-

stance, and elimination of hostile elements, is - thus defeated. Of course

the medical profession does not, yet, realise this fact of God’s plan—this
series of defences. ‘ ' . ' '

What wonder, then, that the medical system is so woefully disastrous -
in its results. - - : ~ ; .

Disease, we see, proceeds under drug-treatment from simple, seH--
limited forms of eg:pression, gradually and inexorably, to serious, chronic,
and even destructive-ones, such as ¢onsumption, cancer, dropsy and the.
hike, It is precisely parallel. to  the case of a player at the game of-
"Progress to Heaven,’ who depends on the.chance of dice, and this, more
often than not, takes him to squares; where he falls into the gaping mouths
of serpents, ‘to be swiftly thrown down, many planes deep, - ‘

The parallel is not so just, in the casé of one who follows the natu-

mld‘*{)ay' b I;.e' d°esi' “0}: 1NS:11 to chance. He' relies upon Nature's laws,’
an Yy obedaience O.t .em"_ most al ays la . . ;
which take him higher, each time. - ey Hndsf_at the feet of _‘lafl.der.s,”

STty

How ToO APPRECIATE POETRY

BY LELAND J. BERRY.

\ OETRY has become such an important part of present-
" day Indian Literature, that it is the intention of the
writer to attempt an analysis of its depths so that it
might in future be read to'its best advantage. First-
ly, consider this fact which is indisputable. Every

j country is proud of her poets; their poems take
first rank in all literature. If a country wishes to talk of its greatness, it
invariably ¢ommences with its poets. - England is perhaps prouder of
William Shakespeare than of any other of her sons, mainly because, to
Shakespeare we owe the basis of the English language. India is deserv-
ingly . proud of Tagore, the Germans of Goethe, Italy of Dante,
France of Molliere, etc. Another fact that now confronts us very
strikingly is the knowledge that poetry is read .on occasions only; why is
this? For one reason, and ptobably the only reason, poetry requires
great understanding. All the superiority of our brains is called into action
to interpret the poet's meaning. ‘This requires concentration and a certain
amount of quietude, which is not always available.. Consequently, there
are few occasions in our busy day, when we can settle down to a delight-
ful hour with our favourite poet. In this article, I am confining myself
to English poets.

Poets are essentially superior, therefore they write of things which
are, for the main, unusual and emotionally striking. We must rise to
their plane to enjoy them fully, not cast an idle eye over the page and
then turn to something different; becanse it needs a little “careful reading
before the beauties of the poem become apparent. A few moments’ reflec-
tion spenti thus will be repaid a hundred fold, in as. much as your S?UI; »
and indeed your whole life, will begin to shape itself cn more Peautlful

lines; ;yoﬁ- will be cdnscious that poetry abounds pragtically in everything

and in the end, you'will Cdmxﬁépce, to seek it for yourself from amongst '
the ‘material Nafq{re‘ 80 thqughtfﬁlly pla';:e& for \f?'uF.: enjoyment, and _
which, so few of us appreciate. | L e

Shakespeare-did ot confiné himself to the beanties of Natare in his.
works, and by Nature; we imply flowers, trees, forests etc.: ~Of ‘Human
Nature also he had a lot t6 say; most of his plays deal with the trea‘c?lery
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of man, and probably every sentence if studied carefully reveals some
moral or precept which, if taken'to heart, would lead to a better undet-
standing of the various ways of mankind, _To-day, his plays are acted
the world over, his works have been read by thousands of admirers, and
quotations from this great man’s readings are copied on to calendars, greet-
ing-cards, motto’s etc. for everyone to see and enjoy. Shakespeare is the
most difficult of our poets to read and understand, but it is obvious he
has, something of importance to say; otherwise we should not have sO

many people, scholars and others, taking the trouble to read him so freely-
The following is characteristic of him :—

“There is a destiny that shapes our ends, rough hew them how weé:

will”  Lord Alfred Tennyson was, what might be termed, a lyrical poet.-

He wrote verse that was both beautiful and rhythmic, and such verseis
bound to win many hearts, in as much as it is comparatively easy to read
and as easy to undertand. Many delightful love-poems came from his
pen as well as an abundancy of Nature-poems. Tennyson struggled for
an'ideal as indeed do most poets, and his ideal was a beautiful soul, as
witnessed by these lines from his beautiful poem “Sir Galahad”;—

" My rood blade carves the cagques of men

My tough Iance thrusteth sure.

My stréngth'is as the stiength of ten
Bécause my heart i8 pure.....i.eeed.

How sweet are looks that ladies bend
On whoth their favours falt,

For them R battle to the end

. To save from shame and thrall.

But all my heart is drawn above
My knees are bow'd in crypt and shrine.

I never felt the kiss of love

_...Nor maiden’s hand,in mine.

Mbre bouritegus aspects on me besm,
Me mightiér teanspartsmove and. thrill

8o keep I fair'thro' faith and vruy'ér
A virgin heaft'in work and will,

Nedrly all of his poems are ‘musical,’ as is. the above quotation, and
caft be Well recomniended to the earnest stiid,éht-df péét’ry', ' T

In ‘Wor‘dswtdrth‘, we ,l?a"'é ahother’ pc;et of SigniﬁCance His ]iﬂes
swdy our emotions whilst we fead: -
g?dt?izr of a love-sick swali1y poems of sorrow awaken all the sympathies
of 4 Hfe-time¢, and poems of Nature inspire and exhilarate is géj'on
measure. Wbilg@ we are reading, the innermost meaning of the poem is
impressed unawares,upon aur heart and mind, so that we learnpta look
pen 10ve\a.s the sacred thing it was intended to be: up’én death a; some-
thmg. beagtxful and net at all the=te,trifying‘spect‘acl;,we have been led 'by‘

his love-poems fill us with all the
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others to believe it to be upon Nature as a glorifying monument of Godj;
handiwork, and not as something put there to fill the spaces up. Itis
because all these various poets chose to look at life from their own view-
points, that we have poetry. Poetry is a man’s way of expressing his.
innermost thoughts of how the world should be, or is to his eyes. When
we read these various poems, each stating its own' descriptive case, we
are able after a, while to construct our own thoughts on those lines, taking

a little from each that specially appeals, until we have the perfeet, or
nearly perfect, whole.. '

- Robert Browning al"so,.‘poss&ssgd‘ a gréat lyrical faculty; hqw lovely
and loaded: with longing is his “Home Thoughts From Abroad”:i—

Ohd to, be in Engiand,
Now that April’s there -
And; whoever wakesin Sngland
Sees Some MOrning URAWATe, .
That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf ~
Round the elm-tree bole sre im tiny leat, .
While the chsffinch singa on the orchard bough.

 1n England now! ' ‘ ’

Here'is a poet for everyone, or at least a poet who writes verse which
is more captivating to the mind than is another’s. He seems to touch our
owit views, and dwell'on the subject that happens to be dearest to our
heart, be it love or flowers. Browning is very widely read owing, no
doubt, to the varied style he displayed in writing, and the popularity of
his subjects. The following quotation is from “How They Brought the
Good News from Ghent to Aix":—.

o1 t;nmng to the stirrup. and Joris. and he.

. Juwilobed: Divek swiloprid e gallbved ol threes
""Good-speed.’ criedathp watchs &s the gate bolte nmdre"
**Bpoed”’ echocd® the wall to us, zalloving through,
Belfiwdhtaihe poetarn, the Ughts sank to rest,
.And jnto the pidnight we galloped: abreast.’

Of all the four classes of poetry that exist,, namely, lyric, epic, dra-
matic and elegiac, the lyric is by far-the most popular, because it embod-
jes a peculiar’ ‘singing’ rhythm that is b@siﬁg’,to the ear. Moreover,
its theme is at onceé apparent, and does not need searching for. In the
case of elegiac or meditative poetry, unless the full meaning of the poet
is ‘ascertained, it cannot be appreciateds .

When you read poetry, make it,'é,qﬁncl:‘ini.quj;he,ad‘-.,, Dol_'xx‘qt_ mcj.rely.
scan the lines; g the full rhythm. Tt i then that, you, will begin €0
enjoy poetry. A poem contains, very, very often, more than a story, and

says it in a quarter the time it takes to read through a story w_hich in the
majority of cases, does not contain kel the ecstacy and joy of life.
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Listen to the ecstacy of these two examples, weigh every word care-
fully; the first is taken from Henley, and is an ode to Wine:—

The 8pirit of Wine - .
Bang in my giass, and I hstcm_d
With fove to his odorous music,

His flushed ant magnificent song,

......... Tam health, I am heart, I am life!
For Iyive for the asking

The tire of my Father, the Sun.
. And the strength of my Mother. the Ferth

A delicious burst of ecstacy from another poet: —

Night’s candlesare burnt out. and jocund day
Stands tm-toe on the misty mountain tops.

There is, it must be borne in mind, a poet for everybody, the sad
person. the j Joyous person, the love-sick person or the bereaved person.
Each has a poet to turn to for consolation or amusement, whicheverthey
require at the time. A poet is usually a man possessed of a beautiful
soul or a far-seeing mind, and if you commence to study their various
works, and understand them more and more as you go along, you will be
going a long way to 1mprove your own intellectual resources. Poetry is
the wine of life; it is made from the richest fruits of man’s dreams. Drink

your fill of this wordy nectar, and you will be rewarded with a rejuve-
mtlon of the heart and mind.

;

THE SOLACE OF LOVE
When all around mere gloom and darkness reign,
It’slove alone that sheds a beam of light,

That pierces thro’. the clouds of grief and pain,
And makes our sullen skies Yook once more bright.
" 2. "When all around we hear the Presents slghs
And groans, and sorrows’ shrill cutcrxes hna‘ walls,'
T Tts Love’s me]liferous whrsper tﬁrg tfxe skles,
" That lulls ¢ our ears and so!tly calmé the g‘.ﬂes
When cut and torn wrth Worrv s shafts, and much
F‘Fatlgucd we lie uncar’d for, and aldne e
“It’s Love, who wakes us with he; gentle touch, a .
And wrth her balmy breath restores our own o o

C P SRINIVASAN
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- ANJANEYA
AND THE ROYAL GUERDON OR
THE HlNDU VIEW OF LIFE

HE long 'awé.ifed' sacred' hour had come. To the
unending happiness of one and all was Sri Rama-
‘chandra with his royal consort, amidst infinite pray-
ers and‘r eJmcmgs installed on the throne of Ayodhya
and crowned kmg of the realm. Kings, prmces and

’Lords Saints, sages and savants; maids, music and
m111tia in short the good and the great, had all thronged to the Divine

Coronation. Large and various presents were, at the coronation, lav15hly

distributed amongst the friends and followers of the Lord in his exile and

dreadful war with the mighty King of the Rakshasas. And the heavenlv
durbar-hall of Ayodhya shining ahd exultant to the brim was ringing with’
ardent gcclamation and ecstatic shouts-of Sri Ramajayam, while Sri

Rathd %#h fis &,eﬂes,s consott Janaki adorned the golden throne amidst

the beaming constellation of the sons of the Royal family of Raghu: the

worlds-enchanting spectacle that even Gods longed for and loved to see.

Alone, in a corner at the foot of the throne, silent and unnoticed,
with drooping ‘eyes and folded hands was squating the poor old servant
of the Lord, quietly drinking unknown, and may half dead to all the’
world, his: ancient .cotdial of Ramamrutham. Nothing of the prowess

~ of:the Divine messenger ‘was:ist him; and no one cared to know or notice

him. No laurel weighed :om his sere brow, nor did any royal reward
burthen his hands. A shdggry old monkey crouching’ i corner. All
but He perhaps had clean forgotten him., B -

 When . the exhuberance of the ‘jubilation sub51ded a little the
glistetring eyes of the modest queen on the throne happened to fall on the
poor motionless figure of faithful Hanuman. She was deeply ritoved by -
the pathetic spectacle and sturig to the quick by a strong sefise of shame
and ingratitade. * Was he not her sol¢ friend and “consoler in the hellish!
wildetness.of Lanka?.! Was not his visit he ol Odsié’ in the burhifig:
dedert of -seething wickedness and'” sin to which “the brutal- hrantds ‘of
Ravana had borne her?, Does she #iot owe him her life and her Festovation
toher Lord?  ‘Was he ‘mot the ‘Saviour 6f 'Lakshinand? ' Ddés ‘not-the’
Lord: himself 6we himthis ¢onquest of Lirika? And His e not been'sadly
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neglected in the hour of theit greatness and glory? Thoughts such as these
arising in her mind visibly dimmed her eyes. She then invited the atten
tion of her Lord to the abject condition - of the faithful servant of their
pe‘nlous days in forests and foreign lands. The Lord replied that she
might reward him as she liked. Seetha: demurred. But bidden by ber
Lord again she called Hanuman to her side, and taking, amidst the glare

of envious eyes, from her neck the richest and the most priged of her.co-

ronation‘ presents: the matchless necklace of pearls that Indra had present-
ed to her Majesty on the auspicious occasion, flung it, with a smile, vouad

the neck of Anjaneya amidst loud applause and repeated cries of ‘Sri
Ramajayam.’

e

. With tears in his eyes and his etemal Raquam, on his quiver-
ing withered lips Hanuman prostrated hlmself at the .foot. of the throne
and quitely retired to his old corner. Squatting there he. took the. precious-
necklace off his neck and looking at its closely, to. tha grim astanishment. of
all present, plucked a pear) from it, bit the peatl and crushed.it under his
teeth, took it out of his mouth and wistfully lookmg into it threw it away,
with a wry face. He then took out another, pearl of the necklace, treated
it.in. the same manner and threw it away at last. He then contmued the
process with one pearl after another and began, with increasing dissatis-

faction and contempt, to throw away the precious pearls after crushing
them one by one.

The proud and princely audience. observing the rude cenduct of

the old monkey began, meanwhile, to grow impatient and annoyed at the:

uncanny reception given.by him to the. Royal Guerdon, though they ware:
more-than-half-inclined to jeer at it as the natural result of casting pearls -
before the swine. . Was he not after all a brute?. What does a monkey.
know of the value of the jewel or of the present? Sri Rama alone looked'
at it with a smile. Seetha too was no little struck with shame.and charg--
rin at the insulting and bratish' conduct of thepld-amimal §6r was not the
august assembly really chuckling at ber.indiscrimination? Seetha theres
fare, painfully implpred hee Lopd:sa.vindicate her.dignity. . But ‘No' Seid:
Sri. Ramachandra. - ‘Ask bim thyself and he shal} answer thee’ added the:
Lord . with a smile, Seetha, ilowever, covering. with intense.. humilin+.
tion thex called Hanuman to her side. He sped to her. She asked him
why he wpe so. wantonly destroying tye: ‘priceless jewel. she so heartily.
pfesemeﬁ him in token of her high esteem of him and. his invalvable sef=.
viges. ‘I only look’ replied Hanuman meekly kneeling in. low.abeisance;
at ber feet, ‘It my Lord is ingide it Lfind him not thers. It i therefore.
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wotthless and useless to me. I therefore throw the thing away.’ At
these words Seetha’s consternation knew no bounds. But Sri Rama-
chandra was still smiling like the moon at the simplicity and devotion of
the crude old minion.

- Incensed by the pain caused to- her majesty by the savage conduct
o£ the old brute and no little vexed by the foolish monkey-phﬁosophlfme
Yords and savants of the realm present with intent to corner himi and-csush
his presumption, asked him if his Lord was in his body. ‘If He wasmot
there’ said they ‘was nat that too  worthless and useless™ ’ vl deserving
only .of. destrucnon’? . With a flash in his eyes An]aneya tumedwound v
and bowed to them a deep bow, of his entire agreement with their words.
To see, then, if the Lord was in his body, he at once began ruthlessly to
bite and scratch his body, limb by limb, and inch by inch, with increasing
distress as every injury only disclosed the sacred name of Sri Rama. In
wild agony, at length, he smote his breast and tore it open wide, "And lo!
what is there? Enshrmed there sits ‘the gweet-suited Lord Sri ‘Rama-
chandra on the golden theons WAt "Jandki nestling by his side.

. The p roud and w:de-mouthed audience aghast at the unbidden
spectadle wm ;,n tal fri ki’at the feet of the devout old servant
of the Lord and learmit qnée angemce for all, the secret of Love and life.
May that Anjaneya guard and guide us in the s_trugglg of life

is the prayer
ofa
Poor Madevial Hindu.
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.~ ON FLATTERY

i

' " 'O the mass of mankind not marry things are more pleasing
than'li’stenin‘g to the description of their ‘opulent’

| virtues’ })y élgemdsynary folk."The ‘gift* of good and
great qualities' to those' who do- ot hdpipen to' pos-
sess them is easy to give and gratifying #5-seceive.

,, ‘The appeal of hortied words is glmost universal.
Their fascination is subtle and unconquerable. The gods themselves
they say, are pleased if flattered. ' In fact, most peopie flatter them only
to please them. B L . : S
-+ Nevertheless, we find flattery among the forrally’ forbidden thittgs
in the:teeming field of human en joyments,,and Justbecauée it- is 4o, out
desire for it and- the relish we derive from it are so much the greatéf.
We:have, a Jittle, way of putting up a ‘NO THOROUGHFARE'’ across the
very road, aleng which all human}ty stréams, Of course, ‘htimanity has
better sense than to mind such sign-boards. It is possible to conceive
that we set our faces against flattery, in ofdét tHat we ma& be fooled, not
f?oleq but flattered, to the very tops df“o&}lﬁéﬁtﬁ.{""mér‘x‘%u‘-%in to
sing the praises of someone, that gentlemen, looks as though he hatesit
fromvtgh_e bottom of (hi,s heart, bat uses every means in his power to assist
the sweet rivulet to flow, to induce it to flow accumulatively, and peren-
nially, if possible. It is wonderful how nicely the trick is turned. And
it is not the very skilful only who are able to turn it like that, for everyone

comes into the world with engt}gmgliil% to do it, and there is, perhaps,

none but carries it off famously.

_ Poets, philosophers.and such lilerpcéplg,;;%p show no end of hos-
tile manifestation to flattery. ‘,“Fl;attgryzégum.‘fgpébf fools,” cries one.
Such kind of writing ofte.:n‘ gathers; W"W"X on ﬂie —.imcertain imaginings
of men. Man, exquisite Gragturg, is. celebrated f@; ‘.the purest hypocrisy,

for the completest detachment feom. earthly.things. He often kills in his

philosophy, in hispoetsy: and.even in ‘his casual oohversations, what he
does, nor can he ever help.doing 50 in actual Jife. His is this priv’i]ége

to philander sayoationally with impossibilities and to throw these overboard

when occasion calls, This does not, however, argue man a timesserver,

but a self-server, often given to drcagng as he is.

L3

BY N. K, VENKATESWARAN. - . | s .

ON FLATTERY 237

Whatever then be the volume of disapproval that man pours on flat
tery, he never once relinquishes it altogether. No sensible creature would,
and. man would.die before surrendering his native sense.” For flattery is
the most powerful appeal we know to the-emotions. Flattery lifts us to
the empyrean,.gives us heavens happier beyond our dreams. It is about
the easiest way of apotheosizing you and I, Even the smallest of people
put on the stature of the tallest when flattery blows.its baimy breezes. .- .

Flattery is not only.necessary to make life exalted but also even'to
make it possible. It may.be said to be a biological :necessitys - In‘the
absense of flattery, self-consciousness dries up and disappears; -and ‘this
should, of course,.be a calamity to the: progress of the human race. That
is why.natuve, always so. mindful of our elementary needs, appoints us
our own flatterers when we do not have any one to flatter us. Natyre is tog
kind to let us languish in ethical self-accusations. o

)

One more proof, if need be, may be cited to show the excellence
of flattery, ~“We like to be flattered because we like to be' better than'we
are. At the bottom of our love of flattery is our desire for self-improve-
ment. * Man, however depraved, 'still likes  to rise, still 1ikes to persuadé
himéelf that others think well of him, &till likes to flatter hinrself that he
is all that he should be. The thief aspires to be a great “thiéf, the saint a
great saint, the statesman a great statesman. Greatness is the common
end and if there is a more fundamentally kealthy instinct in'man we have
perhaps not yet known it. Look, therefore, at flattery fromTany angle.
you like, for any time you like, you will not detect a single flaw in it.
Flattery is abolutelyﬁﬁe. absolutely unimpeadhable.

5, :

Having written so. mweli~about: flateesy- it -becomes imperative that
some space should be given to flatterers as well. ; !l%uree kinds of flatter-
ers, broadly speaking, may be distinguished. These are thorough goers,
chary, benefactors and conscientious objectors. The first give with both
hands atid give gracefully. They begin with a certain ajr of timidity, as
a8l sucoessful.artiats do,and in the end come off with flying colaurs.
The usual fomula of the difficulty and delicay of praising .one to one's
face is varied according to individual 'taste and skill and as the speaker
warms into the subject, as he soon does, he launchés himsel full ‘spéed
down the roseate path. For a time, the heavens rain flowers and a sweet
fragrance fills the air, It is sad to reflect that it doos not rain always
like that.
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-~ Thechary benefactors measure out the precicus ware with dainty
economy. They havea double personality, and are half misers, half giv-
ers. They like to give and at -the same time, do not quite like the idea
of giving. - They are often troubled by the thought that to give fulsome
praise to others- might be in some way to dispraise themselves. They
often seem to think that they own the sole right in flattery, that it is
always for others to flatter them, never for them to flatter others. Such
fancies are fatal to the great art of true oblation, and the chary benefac-
tors usually carry it off very awkwardly. They hardly know the univer-
sal truth, that one must give, 30 that one may get.

The conscientious objectors do the the thing with quite an uneasy
mind. The fear afflicts them that what they do may not be embraced
within the injunctions of the great prophets such as, the Eight-Fold Path
or the Ten Commandments. The conscientious objectors may be carri-

ers of heavy moralities, but they need to be told that to flatter fully and

fearlessly is to become healthy, wealty and even wise, the three immensely
important things without which life loses much of its varied felicity. Life
on this planet is concerned primarily and ultimately with the question of
how to live, which queétion is a little different from what is called virtue.
Worldly wisdom is the basis of worldly. life, and it would be cheek to
disregard* wordly wisdom while we live 1h the world." Snoh ‘cheek
rarely goes unpunished. We breath the air and live; we flatter and live
fully.

‘ 6“"’""9‘ o

. Remember always that the deemttn;th, ‘the truest, of all, is
actually unspeakable, cannot be argned about, dwells far above lhe
region of articulate demonstration ; it must be felt by trial and mdubmble
direct experience; then it is known once and for-ever." ’
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ers. They er’; o oiv a (()luble f’ersonality, and are half misers, half giv-
of giving. - The afe ;iﬂ at -the same time, do not quite like the idea
praise o ofhers Yf e Olien troubled by the thought that to give fulsome
P to ot ._,u}lght be in some way to dispraise themselves. They

.%&m to think that they own the sole right in flattery, that it is

Ty
/n:uwa.ys for others to flatter them, never for them to flatter others. Such
a i '
ncies are fatal to the great art of true oblation, and the chary benefac-

tors usually carry it off very awkwardly. They hardly know the univer-
sal truth, that one must give, 30 that one may get.

. The conscientious objectors do the the thing with quite an uneasy
m.md.. Thfe fear afflicts them that what they do may not be embraced
w1tl;]1n the injunctions of the great prophets such as, the Eight-Fold Path
or the Ten Commandments. The conscientious objectors may be carri-

ers of heavy moralities, but they need to be told that to flatter fully and -

f::;:;stzl:f 1tshfo bec(?me healtl?y, w.ealty and even wise, the three immensely
on s 1tn'gs without whufh llf.e loses much of its varied felicity. Life
b 1 five ew;s. c:ncernf:d p.nmaflly and ultimately with the question of
Worldly w,iSd ic .‘questlon .lS a little different from what is called virtue.
i . om i3 fhe basis o_f worldly life, and it would be cheek to

sregard* wordly wisdom while we live in the world. Such cheek

;'alrlely goes unpunished. We breath the air and live; we flatter and live
ully.

6~~~9
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. "Remember always that the deepest truth, the truest, of all, is
actually unspeakable, cannot be argued about, dwells far above the
region of articulate demonstration ; it must be felt by trial and indubitai)le

direct experience; then it is known once and for.ever,"
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I[N a land, where the life of the avérage mah is only a copple of
‘'years over twenty, the death of the Raja of Panagal, at the age of 62 may
ot be considered as too prematuge. But no one wha had seen the robust

¢tz; - health of the Raja Sahab.and the simple, :healthy qnd

" The Late Maja of regulated. ways of hi.svliviﬁg,v,(_:ou;ld feel it as anything
: Pamagal but a tragedy, that his end shopld have come so soon.
S 4+ Indeed, to most of us the ‘announcement of his passing
awny. was also the. first intimation. that he was: ill.. , But, we usfortunate
Hadinnb e als0 | e L - be  remembered,
unlucky..: Toa .. what:Lalaji was to
~often have wedost . - , the . Nation, that
‘our precious assgts! v - 4he: late Raja _of
"j‘t}'ﬂ‘ﬁt?ﬂém".qha ; _»Eg{lifga,l,,;;was to
Jonst loxpwetliv and _ this .. Presidency,
iwé-ureedul (them o .one.. important se-
: ~ction of it in pasti-
cplay,. We send
our sincere,condo-
7:lences goi hs fami-
ly and to the Just-
adoe (Pacty, which
stands today wid-
owed of its leader.
-Jass is not equally: u- , Not yet. out of
.great, but it must — o . - a .hjs. death cham-

we recovered from
the shock of the
“denth: of .- Lrlaji,
‘when . & :similar
. calamity’ ‘bes:aver
takomo s neArer 4

“Ber ag-we are now, as it were, we wish’ to tethember him.as the extremely
-Jovable gentleman that he was. Though Fate, $0.often unkind and erratic,
SputHiit‘at thié Nead of 4 Party, which took for its creed a hymn. of hate
el osen T piainst the ubiquitous Brahmena, the: Raja Sahab was
- Rajan of Panafal - the pipk of courtesy as much.-to the latter as to the
... .t -highest official 1 the Goverainent. His kindness and

hospitality, the saavity of his 'temper; the purity-of his ‘moral. life:.and
the motif of his Publie caveeralike arduse: .our: regard :nd ;tespect -and
. the Justice party will have to whit - ong and" patiently, befare it .could
‘ find one to take the place of the Raja Sahab Itis 91s0 a pleasibg experiénce



240 THE SCHOLAR
: refll{ec-t thz.lt though. t-he whirl.gjg of time and circumstance, pitchforked
€ Raja into positions of immense power and responsibility, he

easily rose to the occasion and adequately demonstrated his capacity to
meet the needs of the situation.

&

FOR the reason set forth above and also because it isnot primarily

our vocation, we ‘do mnot” desire to dwell mnch

Political Record on the political career of the Raja Sahab. Perhaps, to

: . no man’ was given opportunities ‘so grestsing so ntany

as were given to the Raja, but how “he used it and what the

result of it has been to the country, we shall leave Posterity and

the political pandits to- judge. For oursélves, we like to dwell on . the

fac't that as the Chief Minister, he successfully piloted through:the Couneil

in the.face of opposition and mt-'htOMT?%umeook a measure of vaty

great importance and helped the em'ct'magt. nfg few other-equallygeod

laws of .his colleagues. We wish to remembétixhétlhe helped censiderably

our ancient system of Ayurveda and that talﬁh@;ﬁoalywe owe the xlndim

Sch?ol of Medicine. Nor sshould ‘we forgat ﬂ, alborate scheme of ftm‘ql.

medical ‘aid, which he sponsored or the bolff#iii#he put up in’the matter

of Indianisation, in the clowet-of presarves uf #he!Europess, to wit, the
Medical Service. " C emeis -

X, e

UNDOUBTEDLYifhe centes of wAbih this month in India is
the place, whese thegationdl gatherings are held ever

The National Week year in Christmas ‘Week. This year, Calcutta has
been the cynosure of all eyes, it being the fortunate

place selected for the holding of the agnual session of the Indian National

Congress and allied conferences, Such sn arnmgement has both its advan-
tages and disadvantages. The chief advantage is that of convenience for
those who are inclined to attend them. The holding -of these functions
at 8 particular place within a short petiod enabiles;;many .to ;a.ttemi them
?thch, otherwise, they may not be.abletode. The obviousAd;)s;dv‘anta .e’
is that the functions connected with. the Congress have, in these ddys affi-
cu.larly, become so all-engrossing that not many have the time : the
lelsnr.e or even the inclination to devote their attention to Ehése' sm’éller
functions, which lose, their importance, therefore, being eclipsed by the
parent body. And. we are not surg that the disadv:;nmg&: akq nqti much
:;:e then the gdvantage's, From this. point of yiew, the Na}tionﬁl
iberal Federation, which was held in. Allahabad and. the. All-India

\ rather unseemly haste, is nothing but
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Christian Conference, which was held in Madras, did a wise thing, indeed,

n choosing those places for their venue,

NOW to come to these functions. We said, the chief of these was
“of course the Congress. there have been very few
The Congress  addresses delivered from the presidential gadi of
the Congress, which are “more succint, lucid ‘and
clear than the one delivered by Pandit Motilal Nehru. Itis utterly  devoid
of that sentimental appeal and eddy verbiage, that is such a characteristic
of the usual run of speeches and is a most illuminating expdﬁﬁon of
the ideal for which he tood. What can ‘be more concise than his state-
ment of his position which he thus defined. “Iam for complete ‘Inde-
Pendence, as complete as it can be, but Tam not against full Dominion
status, s full as any Dominion possesses today, provided ¥ get-it Before
it loses all attraction forme. Tam for the sgver‘ance‘of the British connec-
tion as it subsists with us today, but am not against it, as it exists in ‘the
Pominions.” ' ‘ ‘ -

- THE Congress of this year was marked by divisions in the Congress
sgimp iself atid ‘there appedied a distinct cleavage between the impetuous
younger elements and the sober old. That even Mahatmaji's' reéntry
' into the active poliiical atena and the fact of his
Revolt of the Young sponsoring resolutions himself, should hardly deter
Lo _ the younger elements from raising the flag of revolt,
Iras.a significance all its own. The session also revealed, that whether the
ganatical faith in Independence is right or wrong, the younger elemeiit
i smphatic sbout it. Whethér they are also earnest on the matter, time
alone can reveal. The talking they have done with a vengeance. It
remains to be seen how they are going to do the ‘acting’. We trust that
they will not be found wanting. ‘
s
‘ AS regards the practical effect of the resolutions passed, despite the
. so called compromises and the elaborate expla-
Effect of  nations of Gandhiji one salient fact emerges. It Js
the Resolutien  that the Congress is practically committed to the
goul of Indepéndgnc& The compromise resolu;ion,

as the Independence protagonists have hastened to explain with
: ' a camouflage. No one outside
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Bedlam seriously believes that the British Government will capitulate
and give us Dominion status before this fateful year closes znd accord-
ing to the resolution, the Congress has already pledged itself in advance,
to revive Non-violent Non-Co-operation again should their ultimatum
be ignored as it will certainly be. So, frankly we think the Independence
wallahas have gained all along the line and Dominion Status and Nehru
Report have been given one year of grace, after which they will be as
dear as a door nail so far as the Congress is concerned.

THUS it will be seen that the decisions taken by the Cohgress are
much mpre serious than what most people had bargained for. Time only
will show whether its decisions are going to be for
Gloomy Prespect  the good of the country or not.  But to us who are
not active participators in this serious game of poli-
tics what strikes us'is the unpleasant realisation that the reapproachment
between the various political parties in the, country, which were slowly
but surely increasing for the last one year, has been rather rudely arrested
in its progressive development. We shall not be surprised if the parties
drift apart again and begin to pursue their conflicting and divergent paths
once more. That is a tragedy in itself, but what is more, we are not even
hopeful of unity even within Congress ranks, Mahatmaji’s compromise
resolutions notwithstanding. The division list made it apparent that ghe
strength of the two parties is almost even. The Independence-wallahs
have already begun to explain away the compromise. Should the other
party also retort in the same strain, the congress will necessarily, in evitably
be split in twain. So, instead of unity, for which we had all hoped, more
strife, more parties and, perhaps, still further recriminations. What, a
grim prospect indeed. >

NEXT in importance s, of course the National Conventiod, A good

deal had been hoped for from this All-Party gathering and its ”’represen-,
tative character was unquestioned, It began well,

Natlonal Convention very hopefully, very methodically. But it "became
. the victim of adverse circumstances, for’ which, of
course, 1t was not at all responsib}e. Between the controversy over the
form of the constitution on the one hand, and the settlement of the 'com-
munal question on the other, it has been all but shattered.  If it h.s nét
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actually broken up, it was because such of those who had so laboriously
nursed it up with so much labor, worked so frantically for its very
existence by pathetic appeals to the good sense of the contending mems.
bers. The decision of the Congress in favor of one year support to its
Constitution, was the first blow struck. If the largest single party in this
convention is to disown its constitution after a short period, the constitu-
tion will not cerfainly, be an All-Party constitation. The next blow
came from the communalists and the organisers averted an immediate
break up by tactfully calling off the unseemly fight that was being- waged
on the floor of the convention pandal. The intransigeance of the. Sikhs;
the preposterous demands of the ‘Muslim League and the threatening
attitude of the Hindu Sabbhaities, are by no means heartening and, do not
fill-us with hopes for the future. But the twelve days through which the
convention dragged itself were not unrelieved by stray rays .of hope.
It does good to one’s heart to find a Hindu like Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru,
who is prepared to give a little more to- a brother of his, who does not
realise the unfairness of his demand, and find a Muslim like Dr. Kitchlew
or Mr. Brelvi, who in these days of loud-mouthed demands could stand
up and tell his co-religionists that they could not claim the demands they
now put forward as a matter of right but can only ask for it asa matter
of concession. We trust the coming days will produce more of these
gallant band of generous-hearted souls and that very soon,.if.pot now,
the convention, which has had to adjourn séne die now without doing
anything substantial, will assemble again to register the agreement on the
tival and contending claims and put forward what will: be a real all-
parties’, and therefore, a National Demand. Would to God that our
people realised what the consequences of failure would be!

BUT if our achievements in the field of politics have not been
much or very hopeful those in the field of social, literary and other acti-
vities, have been entirely satisfactory. Such ‘is

Women's Conference the Women's Social Conference, - the . National
Social Conference, the Library Conference, the Youth

Conferences, the Journalist Conference, and a host of others. It is out
of question for us with our limited space to notice all these functwns as
they deserve, but we cannot belp mentioninga few. One "such 14 the
womens’ gathering over which the talented Junior Maharani of

‘\\T ravancore presided. Hers indeed was a Clarion call. to’ her sexto
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reatise their destiny and take their place in the National lfe. Her backe
watdness, shie pointed out, was being exploited by the ruling rees
to: keep us down in subjection, and there was another reason: why
they must awake and arise before itis too late, in addition:ta equip-
piag themselves for their unalienable rights nnd duties of guardian;
mother. and helper. The resolutions passed were equally progressive:in
their owtlook, and were quite: in keeping with the trend of the Maharaai’s
address. “ Weare a dying race,” said Miss. Apamna Devi, daughter of
Mr. C. R.Das, moving the abolition of child marriage and dewxy. system,
*“@nd unless - we are prepared to stem the gathering down-rush. of Hindu
Society, by something strong and tangible, they should soon sink into
eblivibn, aud only become fit to be preserved in museums, like the
munnies of Egypt, in air-tight glass cases.”  Yes. truly. But adl is not
lost-ihiere is yet time to right this and other sociil wrongs—when cue
waitien come to realiseso far our deficiencies and feel for them. Concer-

vabive women-folk ! such has been man’s excuse for standing stilk. ~ Let
im pow beware ! B

THE'ad-d}ess delivered by Mr. M. R. Jayakar, ne the President of
the Wationial Sociak Conference, will easily take the first place-among the
' addtresses delivered in Congress Week. Mr. Jayakar,

Soelaf Conferomce is ene of the clearest of our thinkers and the'teley™

bent of his ntind gives an air of judicial impartiadity 40
his utterances, which, always burming and sincere, ave mever merely
sentfmental.  He is one of our few politicians who believe that there' can
be no reul politicaf progress without ' social reform, and hence the latter,
in his case, gets the sime attention as the former. And his research imto
social questions, particularly from the legal point of view, such as the
position of women in Hindu Law, is another point in his fa}uog-!!:vhich
makes his cccupancy of the Presidential chairvpeculiagly‘re\:?igmprinte.;
Jtis difiicult to do more than refer im the briefest detaikioshve ver
vitad and intricate points that he has dealt with in his illuminatin
_ larly and brilliant address,
Hinde Women's ies women suffer under Hind
Disabilities

Y owmay
g, scho-
He recounts the disabilit.
u Law in strong Ja Y
- but with absolutely no exaggeration, .inchunrf:;?:r
. fulsome appeal to sentiment or modesyy ideas. That
1s: o specinl branch of his study and first hand. research, and,;thqréﬁrp
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nutieaoblc: of being: assailed:cithet by -Orthodexy- or! Gustamy,  Goming
avents: vall; we. are.cectaim, prove:him.a praphet: in vis ﬁ“”m”‘?’ Kar,
alveachy oaq i gbintsout, -baxriers: which befere icensed. ! noisel when
ntinekad hows fedd withoub sensation *'; It is-the port, of; wisdom fac thase
wrh aze; onsi Gt tarpramote the Nagion’s weal, to bolpi the proeefs to.roa
smooth rather than obstruct it,, ... ... 7 ol o e o

MR' Jayakar, in common with other thinking men in India like, ‘
for instance, Mr. Natarajan and Mr. C. F. Andrews, has some hard wor.ds
to say with regard to the attitude of the Government in regard to Socml.

matters. He is not deceived by the Government’s pose

Goverament's  of neutrality, which is not merely a cloak for 'indif-

Indifference ference, but is even worse, being no less than acting as

a drag on progress by siding with orthodoxy, \ivit.h

the ultimate object of indirectly retarding political progress. That tl.us is

not a prejudiced view or the common stock in trade of the profe'ssmnal

agitator, a glance at the history of social legislation in the Assembly, includ-

ing that of Mr. Sarda, will make clear. The game is already played out and

Government would do well, in its own .interest, not to over doit. Mr.

Jayakar gently reminds it, aptly enough, that “a Government which keeps
for long alien in sentiment, undermines itself.” :

TWO Conferences of youth were held in the Congress Week, ore
with a declared socialistic tinge, presided ov., by Pandit Jawah?rlal
' Nehru and the other with Mr. K. F. Nariman

Youth Conferences as President. A good deel of enthusiasm .vYas
evinced at these gatherings, and lots of excmnﬁ

speeches were delivered. And ““ the members of the Republic of Youtt;_‘
true to the gradeloquent terms in which Mr. Subash Chandra Bose ad-
dressed them, passed many resolutions among which was one .d?clarmg
for Complete Independence, another boycott of the Simon Comission, yet
another propagation of Swedeshi and so on and so on. They 3"‘:
of course, engaging exhibitions of youthful impetuosity, but yo:tt
should take care that.they are not merely that. Nay, may we S:.\y,t tt :e
after having raised the standard of revolt, having rebelled atge:imas e
fallacies and idiyosyncracies of the old having solemfxly prote: :a‘ baik =

both the Arabindo school of thought and the Gandhian way o

N
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the days of the bullock cart ”, it would be making themselves _ridiculows
in the eyes of the world if they do not carry out their resolutions in practs
ice. Even if they only make one of the many items of their programme
effective, as for instance, boycott of foreign cloth and use of <handspun
hhadi, they would have achieved a great deal and justified their specta-
cular show at Caleutta, We hope they will.

“y
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