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The Hindu Home: Re-discovered

BY B. PATTABHI SITARAMAYYA

SO engrossed is Indiain her politics and so enraged is she
at her slavery, that she has little time left to examine her
own social laws and domestic institutions. Indian news-
papers do not devote a line to the study of the Indian
Home as do the English papers. But what is infinitely
worse, the educated Indians have accepted the ready-made
appraisements of their customs and manners by globe-
trotters, missionary sojourners, civilian critics and
interested political opponents of their country. Their
discontent with their own homes has been little concealed
and it is Sir George Birdwood that had the vision to see
and the frankness to declare that the English-educated
Indian is disgusted with hisown home and hearth, his
mother and sister, and his wife. If that is the result of our
education, we cannot be very proud of it. But that is also
the result of the silent influence exercised by one civiliza-
tion over another, more especially when the two meet on
unequal - terms. The civilization ot the ruling race is
always bound to set the pace for the subject people and the
latter are apt to imagine that the fashions and fancies of

their rulers must be accepted.

THE KING—THE SOCIAL HEAD, ABSENT

the king is not merely the
f society. The
d the court

In a self-governing country,
political head of the State but the leader o
king’s subjects imitate the court dresses, an
manners. When a custom has to be changed, all that has
to be done is for the king and queen to inaugurate the
change, and this one example puts the royal imprimatur
upon innovations in age-long customs and makes them

current in society. Likewise the tone of morals, the code
ropre which must guide, .




divect and control socisty, always owe théir origin to the'
monarchs that sway the hearts of people as much as they
rule the destinies of the nation. In a country like
England where the political powers of the king are
aitogether curtailed, the value and importance of king-
ship lies in the compensating increase in the status and
position of the king and the queen as the heads of society,
The court is the means of bringing them into touch with
the aristocrats of the land, and from the aristocrats, alike
of culture and wealth, ideas and ideals filter to the
populace. In India, unfortunately, there is neither king
nor queen who are of a piece with the people, who think
out their social problems, share with them their domestic
embarrassments, and strive in common with them for the

solution of the numerous social and domestic questions
that confront them from day to day.

RELIGIOUS HEADS—DISCREDITED

While the hold of the political head of the country on
matters relating to society has disappeared, that of the
religious heads has—considerably been discredited and
weakened—and this for obvious reasons. A purely
secular education imparted by avowed antagonists of
Hindu society and religion, or agencies who have taken
up an equally avowed attitude of neutrality towards these
problems, has helped to shif; attention from them al-
together and left them to suffer either by default or
under misrepresentation, cavil and abuse. 1 would now

plead for a little attention to these seemingly trivial
problems of home and society.

HOME SUFFERED MORE THAN SOCIETY

As between home and society, it is perhaps difficult to
draw afine line of demarkation. Itis the multitude of
homes that make up society. Yet it is not impossible to dis-
tinguish affairs social from those purely domestic. In the
domain of society,
under the helpful criticism of some of the earlier Christian .

LS.

we have given a little attention, chiefly

i its intense domestic affections,

R

a !ﬂﬁionm’j 10 quesnons like the abolition of caste, wid

. he
marriage and women’s education. But- v}vle ltlgzzkl:ftc;re
home severely alone. It has been left eit elrl Boye who
of itself or no care has been taken o_f it at all. hostels or
spend the formative period of their lives ;It:e domestic
hotels and colleges are divorced from the cultivation
environment, where alone there 1s room for wns and are
of emotions. They spend their time 1n to s during the
seldom anxious to return to their vxlla.ge.hom:S there. nor
vacation. They have no theatres 2% Cll'negiliglflt of t,owns
have they restaurants and clubs. The 1‘5‘ n place of the
yields place to little castor-oil lamps, an rillage labourer
motor bus and car, one comes across tg? ) lough and his
plodding his weary way home with his grs in their own
team of lean oxen. Our boys feel‘ as strang1 bration of the
homes. They are out of tune Wwith th?id(;esszs worshipped
national festivals, and the gods and go t appeal to their
by their mothers and sisgers do nOl_1 ‘ous rites, the
imagination. The ceremoril.est’intgid gregek to them. Most
B e e have no.grounding in Sansiit and
2a§not);herefore follow the sxgnlﬁcancetr;):es o cultivate.
outlook which the Hinqu hO“’}‘lz :il:'gay Zeslf- government arg
is that nations . irion an
grkz)eujagtf their kings and statutss, :-k:;r t;:il;glcustoms
philosophy, their culture and civiliza lV\h; who have no
and manuers, their art anc ect::l‘x:xst.ry, have no society,
l;ingdocr)n h%fni;lsr Og\?é ]1]1212 t?)orediscover them, reinterpret
ave n .

them and torecover them.

HOME
OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF THE H§

i f the
To the observant eye, the cardinal features O

1 ’

X ith which its
! the equltY wit .

d to its women, . . itality that
status ?;C(ifaege work, and the spirit of .hosmtaerf};ction
tawe % se the home. None of these 18 a ) p it
‘pervade , | h
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in tteelf, “The reasons for it ma
‘arrested development’

and ‘disuse atrophy’ may be
two potent causes for t

he imperfections noticeable in
respect of these attributes. For more than ten centuries,

foreigners have been ruling the country. And India is
sharply divided into two sections, —the one directly under
alien rule, and the other indirectly so, being under the rule
of titular Indian sovereigns who preserve some of the
effete ancient customs, but have neither personality nor
power left to them and are themselvés aping western
ways and fashions. Nevertheless, the contrast between
Indian India and British India is not only noticeable but
glaring in many respects. Both have albeit come under
the blighting influence of a new age, and the innovations
worked out in the home and society have the unfortunate
character of being haphazard, il thought-out and
unorganized. They are not as if a new sadachara has been
inaugurated by the wisdom and example of good men and
true, but they are the outgrowths or tubers that disfigure
the trunk of the national civilization and sap its strength.
A careful examination of each of the attributes enumerated

would show that the changes,—call them the reforms, if
you please—introduced into home and

under the unobtrusive influence of r

society, and appealing to the popul
through instinct as through reason.

ecognized heads of
ar mind as much

THE QUADRAN GULAR Housg

Let us start with a model Hindu house,
quadrangular enclosure, admittin
very centre of the house, and
constant touch with the star-s
blue firmament. They are ena

A house so constituted is expansive and bound to be
hospitable. The ideal is to accomodate a thousand people
at dinner in the four verandahs around the

m I

It isa
g light and air into the
placing the inmates in
pangled Heavens and the
bled to lead an open air life,

T T - s
CR i . Y
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y be many. * For instance

Quadrangle,

'THE HINDU HOME: RE-DISCOVERED = s

. ideals are
That is an ambitious ideal to be su?e"'b‘l'ets‘tlllmely O hody.
ambitious. Their value liesin tl}e prmtkllp > ance, except
The Hindu home is unprepossessing 3t_th?e carve é The
for the magnificent threshold rll(; y o for exect
craftsman seldom stipulatgs the ¢ argare o that
tng it s s the 'fll:o:f:: tr(;st pi,efp the house. A

i in keeping wi ! penter,
Z:xltlxml:)en gateway is at first ﬁxed. by the fa:li); ﬁ:i :és the
and some day, after or before grihapr awsake,s his present,
permanent, artistic one and fixes it and ta oy diotate to
—not price—and goes his way. No ondeo o work in
the carpenter or the mason. TheYh s may be relied,
accordance with the shasthras and the o comfort and
upon alike for sanitation and engineering,

i d. The
beauty. No naked and unadorned beam is allowe

ining-hall. To its
western portion is reserved fer the dining

i ired. The house
south is the kitchen well-lighted and oa;:ggl jhe house
impl ands and brightens as you go e g
Foom o th dining-hall. Itis commodious w ere it ought
fobe. The deeper ou enter, the more hospita el es it
ovowe, even deepero?)’d householder would show, o:nze when
you 4 e"’ien ?\?r: gdeeper and deeper, how ::e igr als
2apaciot yh rt behind perhaps a crude €x erf tile uites
Z?p:::t):ss a(:: constructed on heiﬂz;rasr::fesoin e s
u
qll;as(sir:fnlil)zs(e’g)her;fi;e.(;:yo, St‘;:a q?ladrangles have become
C .

he spirit
ly show howt )

ven closed, they on age, men'’s
contracted.and e > and how in the modern ag men's
suffers behind the letter, ng cr

i becom1
hearts and openness £ con:rafittzgigaat;i was taken to tge
i die came to ’ “struck by the
lv{YttéEZnK:;r :IllarAyaﬂgaf home. 'He wa:piu'tments, the
l rvellous cleanliness of the culmzllryware’ the perfect
glr?ght shining brass and bell—met;ed niche in the wall
orderliness of the stors-fo9%, thce)ssi:le and clean character of
ily god, and the comp of debris—
:z;tl::hf:;:lgiﬁure' Nor coulddhizii: :: aa;:limals, and
irds, jills of fish, an did in the
fefrgr:pozo?:%tsi behind the kitchen, as he |
ca - ’

14

-




6 TRIVENI
European bungalows, which are clean and beautiful and
artistic at the exterior, but betray few of these attributes
either at the kitchen or in the backyard. It is the first
morning duty of the Hindu mother or wife to sweep the
whole house,—frontage, rooms and courtyard, sprinkle
water mixed with cow-dung and allay the dust, and make
artistic kolams (Muggulu) with a mixture of chunam and

fine paddy-husk. Day in, day out, the ideal of cleanliness
and beauty is torne in upon the children of the home by
the elders of the family.

THE JOINT FAMILY

The plan of the Hindu house has been designed for the
joint family. Just as the joint family has been broken up by
modern conditions of life, even so the quadrangular house has
yielded place to houses of the bungalow style. Really the
Hindu household is a Co-operative society of credit,
production and consumption. The male adults divide the
functions equally or equitably. While one member Jooks after
cattle, another attends to agriculture, a third manages the
houshold affairs, and a fourth looks to money matters and, in
the latter days, litigation. No one ever robs another, and all
place implicit faith in one another. Unfortunately this co-

operative unit has been broken up by the non-co-operation of
the brothers that have received an un-co-operative English
education. The graduate in

: Arts and Medicine, or Arts and
Law, sets up his practice, hoards his earnings and conceals

them, and claims a share in the patrimony. The elder
brothers that slave and toil the whole day have to share the
spoils with the younger brother, who however reserves the
“ gains of his learning’ unto himself and his town-bred wife.
On the women’s side, the ideal of corporate life is still
preserved. The supreme ideal of the mother is to tend the
children, manage the houshold, and Jook after the dairy, the
kitchen and the children. The educated brother and his wife,
however, live apart and live for themselves and maintain little
contact with his brothers beyond drawing them into litiga-
. tion for statement of family accounts. The old ideals of

’, S

7
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: is celebra-
village life have disappeared. When a marmiage £.5
ted, yarn and ghee from the who'e wnagediu them, on the
at the disposal of the family most nee ;iul 3 be returned
implied understanding that there amemtllsh. is a chapter of
to others during their need in o - ]ls tions are, much
past history. We do not know how our re aThe ideal of the
Jess do we know or care for our neighbour. L paratist
individual has displaced that of the cqr;}ot Rights have
interests have prevailed over those of the joiat. Enoshans

lanted duties. The old saying that every &I dual’s home
il:)?lze is a castle, which merely means every mdg;-louu;h which
is the citadel of his rights, is really ? f;’i‘: —t-this has con-
society protects him and those rights OI S whose homes,
quered the hearts of educated men it RO Lo s bt
besides being homes for the family, wet?lanZs and centres of
guest-houses, shelters for the poor, orphanag
philanthropic interest.

THE IDEAL OF MARRIAGE

The outstanding featureof the Hindu home is the intense

i embers of the
domestic affections prevailing amongst the m

; tside the family. The
fa;nily, and edvendr::lé r;l:bg;,s;d?father e m"tf;i‘_'l;l:
gﬁgﬁ ht;lrsob;;r aa‘:r‘nd siste,r. son-in-law and d:xih;te\; oter fox,'
mother-in-law and father-in-la®, &ﬁedmsystvem 2 marriage,
himself or herself. Itis true thatdo&s o cetre round that
which is the basis' of ghe {;?l;iyr;xelight. This is virtulally
D ot iini family, and f any wooing takes place

tall, itis the wooing of the bride's fa}nlleyof ratting—
groon The whole principle is the princiDie ; 1 on to another
ggmtrlfffng :nvev twig on _another tree, Ortlebeg’ :nzrafted while
faril; and f the graft is to i L muzeveloped. The choice
t 't)‘r’s tender and its individuality is un who think out the
of hus d wife is made by the parents 01 not merely
gislzusb;ﬂ:; and methods for effecting ai":;;ﬁli;s. Socety
betwl:en two individuals, but between two

151

s\ﬁ becomes a group of corporate families, knit together by



8 TRIVENI
ties of close relationship, with the utmost spirit of democracy
prevailing within each group, but each group preserving its
integrity, individuality and purity, by a kind of isolation so
far as inter-marriages are concerned, and a less rigid isolation
so far as inter-dining is concerned. These groups are analogous
to the bundles of nerve fibres and muscular fibres held
together by connective tissue and membrane, but all respond-
ing to one common impulse emanating from a common
centre. Thus constituted, the Hindy home, while rigidly safe-
guarding its integrity, individuality and purity, extends its
hospitality alike to the Moslem brother, and to the panchama
farm-servant, and treats them with the utmost tenderness and
consideration. It represents really a series of concentric
circles, with love radiating from the centre to every circum-
ference. In order, therefore, to understand the spirit
of Hindu marriage, you must view it as a sacrament rather
than as a contract, yea, rather than even as a sentiment.
We are not unaware of the high ideals of love, love at first
sight, love sedulously cultivated and nurtured, which is
supposed to be at the root of the marriage ideal in the West.
But dispassionate observers will agree that, alike in the
West and in the East, marriage is both a success and a
failure, and if bercentages are at alla guidance to us, there is
as much to be said in favour of the Indian system as of the
western. If marriage is a business proposition, then the

Hindu system has nothing to be ashamed of. If it is a love-
affair, the half-an-hour

in U. S, A. for divorce at the railway station, perhaps over

the quarrels picked up on the way; the one year, two year,
and three year experimental marriages that have recently
come intn VOgue in America ; the challenging of the marital
tie in Soviet Russia; the French laws that declare a child
-legitimate if born within six months after marriage ; the
English system that compels, and very rightly, a man of
whatever nationality to marry a maid that has
been betrayed by him,—all these must make us think
twice before we deliver our verdict in favour of the western
system. If the tug of war is between love and ethics, then

152

halt of a railway train at Indianapolis .
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. . he
ing to recant in enforcing ethics, even at the
::p::: ox:'olt:vle,glmt broadly speaking, we have acceptedeG;l;;
smith’s ideal of marriage being the best for (;he avel:gin o
and average woman, yea for every man and woma i;l Lo
ference to that other ideal of men choosing .to ren:ja e
and claiming the right to remain a bacl.lelor ant o
ill of society. When once this 1de:al is accep eI ,hold &
marriage, or at any rate, parental cl}glce follows. hold no
brief fol: either. In modern conditions, we ma)tr b )
change, and social reformers l}ave beeq at p?im:i ;u_ o
nise society and to infuse into it new life an dig :;xustbe
wish all success to them. But institutions of stanc ng ust be
understood, reinterpreted, and if neoessary]reggtllrllz co After
all, child-marriages in India are the rule tf)?h Z ;;mopul 2 comme
nity which forms barely three ?er-oent o ' o
even there, provinces have their own excep .

INTENSE DOMESTIC AFFECT IONS

ijon of marriage, as it is
igressed into the question © .
;Ve ht:vihd; family, and fam}ly ties axtxlcli gfsmst.
Deating ith the question of affections itself, the fi t point
?ﬁnlmmg wils that the married son is not constitu
0

. f : ;

ired, who
‘ever before, while his wife is 2 daughter newly acquired, w

d the care due to such an
is treated with all the tenderness an o between. the

acquisiti differences spri
t‘?nia‘?‘)::ge:;; daughter-in-law, but thti}; a;;e Ot::h;
antl'lﬁr‘;;n- off-shoots of that jealousy between he mother
and the - ife for the attentions of the son. The mother
o thot o who is her own begotten so"& hom she
feels that the boil’ed 0 T e B nat o aid e t fhe;
. o te‘?tsd a:nd settled in life, bas slipped ou l(t)s her
. e maare res for her company, seldom con;u ts her
hant::’ 21;:0:;3(:5. and is enslaved by a new quee:
in dom

; ed up for months for the
heart. Soon, that child whom shef ::;‘i{ly Do e, whom hes

her when her own
daughter unto
son wedded, who was a
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whom she hoped to rest in
hat has stolen the heart of
I have painted this picture
hing untrue in the criticism.
Ow modern conditions have

daughters had left her home, on
her old age, has become a rival t
her son, an enemy in the home.

in lurid colours. But there is not
While this is so, let us see h

disrupted the intimate ties of the inmates of the Hindu
family. When the young man returns from the college to
his village home after the close of his studies, he finds himself
a stranger in a strange land. Town life and hoste] life have
this distinct disadvantage, namely, that they estrange him
from his sister and brother. He has nothing in common with
his brother whose interests and outlook are rural; while
perhaps it is some years since he ever saw his married sister,
his nephews he has not seenlat all, and probably he was
absent in the stress of College life from the marriage of his

sister and brother, nephew or niece. He has perchance not
seen his aunt after his uncle’s death, a

many sons and daughters his uncles
paternal, have or where they have ma
situated.  After the close of the college career, the young
man has to rediscover alj these relationships, and very soon

long become rekindled.

or aunts, maternal or
rried or how they are

f the grand-mother or the grandfather,
as in the arms of the mother and the father., We might go

on’unfolding the working of the young man’s heart, its daily
expansive growth, its ever-widening receptivity, but suffici-

scription thereof I would only

home where 3 few boys outside
the family circle, nephews or Cousins, distant relations or

unconnected urchins, are not brought up with care and
concern’, and it behoves the young men of the day when

they settle down in life, to Copy the noble example of a
passing generation.
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THE WOMAN'S STATUS

This naturally leads us to a consideratlonf:)f th;as:,t:tvl;:
of the woman in the Hindu home. How o denwoman is
not heard the hackneyed phrase that the Hin :itionl Yet,
chattel and goods, having no personality or It)oome across.
a more perverse reading of truth we havefnohei’s b ouse o
If the transport of the woman from the fat ds, then all
the husband’s makes woman chattel and hgognsi‘gnments.
countries are equally guilty of sending suc 1;: ed country
But in India more than in any other civ 1zo  brohman
exists, notably amongst certain well—tO-?C:l I.:\bamds going
communities, and in Kerala, the system OA ‘:ihradesa the
to their wives. Amongst the kammas of h g husband goes
daughter remains with her mother aqdd by when she and
to her until she bears two or three chil }l;.e‘:x;e Apparently
her children will join the fathe‘:“n-law . b:fort; she joins the
the idea is that she must afcqlgbf:t??;“zsuauy spent by the
ng\iv l}omel;r zhsicp;:ﬁ: thirﬂindus with the .m(;t}:t;-l;:;
girls In ab -dged in this case. Only, itis the son-in- alaw a
ixanv:l,e;sg:e:l thge probation. In the SMOUtt'll’ t.h’e :?nth-:en\-rillage

. . ¢ 1w ’ or ¢ apt al . "
the family is the ‘son-in-am | ol Mapilai go', *what is
I\E:Jsilai ;gilng’ is the popular waydgf (fjr;::d%;:ngon-in:

' . e n ra ’
Amongst the :sia:’tellzlz::dog;hthé\vmage that it is the :h:;);
o the st kavthrya hous-holder. who ighis bt th
invite the incoming son-in-law,

village bounclatrhyé tlcr)l \:!ilt:lttif) (:h:nld may not go straight to g::
should.aclé: p’s lace. Whether it is the spn-m-law orcess
fathe;:m- i v.vlavf tha:t undergoes probatio n,r;he I::and
fiaug ter-in d through by all people in life, rll')t' ians
ltsege:‘s t‘r):fl:men journeymen, lawyers ritelgﬂ;p:rl :)?athé
WO | ’ sewives? Even a ¢

e
ls,;g:‘estioning obecience ;:rth:nﬁlrflturli\g‘;mthat time, talk

is career,
g?tth?:ge, ):ra::: ::f)thl:isng. say nothing, except under control
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12 TRIVENI

We all know how a young lawyer begins
his career while devilling for a senior, how a clerk having

in him the potentialities of a Collector remains humble,
self-repressing and obedient, and bides his time. All the
while, his faculties are developing and his emotions are

s the young Hindu daughter-in-law. For

a time she is tended with the affection due to a daughter.
Then she becomes anp object ot

establishes herself as the queen of th
are devised by which, through vrat
she is introduccd to the mother-in
and friends. She controls the ser
the finances of the family, supervis

and supervision.

e house. Institutions
hams and ceremonies,
~law’s village, relations,
vants ere long, handles
es the dairy, secures the

be married, it is her will
hat prevails, The husband, the
is really its major domo. He

Separate the grit from ¢
for the housewife, T

jealousy. Finally, she

THE HINDU HOME : RE-DISCOVERED 13

It is this sentiment that lies at the root of the suct:.e:: gf_ 3}:
Hindu home. Where a husband tak.es a false web'ecomes
and accounts himself the superior of his spouse, he I
either a brute or figures in society as a fatlfure. Areage
you may have seen the picture of a couple.be %m mthe e
and that after marriage in the. stereoscope. f)tr ihe
nursery song, after all, embodies a truth when it says,
. layed their best
gibt;nl;:?::’agovi and laug.hs below,
‘Love me’, sounded like a jest
Fit for ‘ yes’ or fit for ' no’.
And it takes a little time to discover that colors seen
by candle light are not the same by day.

EMOTIONS KINDLED

The Hindu home is the training ‘"}:’:dw:?:lf tf::
intellect and emotions, The carefulness w o ICh, the
emotions are nurtured surpasses all °"ll:1°°;ae lessons in
the dawn of childhood to the onset of o rtid' ol tales
emotional training are being constantly lmpanarrate d by old
and stories of epic and historic interest arlel b to brighten
women to children day iu, dtayt ;’:th:s‘;d ei:étience that
:)l:;l;s cl::ta 5;:&1:3;"“ oﬁ?ﬂojren is the system, g;\:::epl;;:

mes,—but alas ! fast beginning .
;?:mpo(:;:str?él?; ones,—of distributm% atlllx?:; :‘::f:vi‘:ge
Attention is thus called to the poor an bt the meaning of
lot, and when one chili? of ttil:: :;;:teasuif mercy and truth,

xtolling ! o
tnc s oughy 104 at b e the v
tion of the instinct of helpfulness to t ;a;;oth_,e beggar in
confronted the father who was turning a e (et and
the stree: empty-l;:).;l%:?s: th‘ul: ttt:la‘: ti:y(:-u:hildyiz taught to be
our satyam (trut ention and respect
iind, hospitatgle mdt?":ﬂt,::. H’Ii‘:guat::ome is somethincg
acco:;iuegut: l\::s‘tw:laborate rules have been :(;lr::vu:;tin |
‘m:dr even most unreasonable concessions are A
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the matter of honoring guests. The master of the house
must go out to see before dinner whether any
one is waiting, and the guests themselves are classified
into those that come in time and those coming
out of time. Both are alike entitled to the bouseholder’s
sathkaram. We have been taunted because we do not
organize our charity. True, our civilization is not an
organization. It is ap ingrowth, Spontaneous and deep-
rooted, not anp outgrowth, artificial and superficial.
Nature’s bounties in the Orient, the indulgences permitted
by a tropical climate, and the spiritual bent of the national
tradition, have minimized our wants as well as our endea-
vours. And we need suffer neither from that militarism
which is organization for war, or. that industrialism which
is organization in peace, which really constitute the bones
of life in the west, Thank Providence that we are left free

to develop our intellect and emotions as befits the human
mind and the human soul |

RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE

I religion is the development of the emotions in man

as _to advance him in his march Godward, then surely
the Hindu home is the begt training ground that can be

thought of in order to evolve a religious bias in the child’s
mind. The whol

girls, is attuned t

the admiring worship of Natur
ancestors (heroes, martyrs and saints), and the devotional
prayer to the avatars of the Almighty. Our gods and
-goddesses have beep described and even decreed as

e, the reverential praise of
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of the home, for the dainty girls of the drawing-roo:)i or at:;
promenade. An atmosphere is created for wors :r,s e
the scheme of worship—with its fasts and .Frazath‘,zm
songs and vigils, its bkajans and arank.eer'than,t ; s l:)as ams
and ceremonies, its festivals and enjoy ments, e bl
admirably designed to draw out all t!'nat is best md e chid
mind,—the boy-mind and the girl-mind, in tl(;e1 .? u ,
and in the mind of middle age and advanced lite.

SUMMARY

The Hindu home is what it is, because Of:jl-’i;g?xlt?oe:
observed between brother and brother in thea‘:b and the
of property, of the tender regard fox('j onafted on to a
delicacy with which she is handled and eng sedulously
new family, of the intimate domestic aﬁ'ec:mf'sns admitted
nurtured, of the ever-widening circle of ret;;lod evelopment
to charity, of the early care bestowed on ligious outlook.
of emotions and the cultivation :fgn:e e%:onomic unit

Hindu home 1s ] . odel

;r:d I:s' e:rt:l:ryonic co-operative socletY-oti?na‘ls ac::mtre,

hygienic abode, a cultural and em and a perfect

a minjature philantbrolr;ic o;gax;xtzzz:logard to reconcile

Praise and Prayer. s and

o o ey of daching e Yo b 2

i its 0 » '

the young girls from i school and the college

ifying impulses. The ini home,

?nnady g:s;%zggent the culture am:3 t:alg:gtﬁi t::nserva-

u

t supplant the;m. ! ) id have

2:::; :,r;at’{,e“}(;indu%ome, Indlan'el:::gn::;'glev::‘;orgotten

nd buried ten centuri ) to own the

ll:)e:; g:?o(:': the battle of Plassey. We ;;fhfr(elzmoestic and

numerous drawbacks of the home, not be blind to the

social. In an age of transition, we ca!Il“he lot of the widow,

chang'ing requirements of.thetlme'& out to the hearts of

however austerely concewedt'h;neasnd amelioration and

iving beings for sympathy, jonal, eco-

" llva;ttleg prosision in that behalf—e(:)u?:tl e child
adeq: and hymeneal, may yet help to bring

nomi '
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marriages in their brighter side.

to provide better laws of herit
. age s .
participants in patrimony €€ 50 as to make the girls

. in a2 measure— i
paz . at least in
measure in which our Moslem brothers have conceived
and planned out. |t is not, e of th

. however, the ;

a ’ purpose of th
I-;’::i‘l‘el ggci:lnll{b;f?)ce " raverse the wide pthere of

. rm. The writer’ . ps
directs attention to ‘the ancie g burpose is served if it

. nt ideals of the Hi
a . e Hind
nd the virtue that sti]] dwells in it despite the stal;nl:t:irg:

And too, it is necessary
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The ‘Hindu-Muslim Problem

By A. RAMASWAMI MUDALIAR

ITis but a trite saying that the future of India depends
upon the proper solution of the Hindu-Muslim problem.
The question has been prominently before the attention of
the public for the last few years and a whole volume of
literature has grown around it. The result has however
been to confuse the issues more than ever and to leave the
ordinary citizen more puzzled than before. 1 do not feel
competent to offer a solution to this great and vastly
complicated problem, but if in the course of this article, 1
have succeeded in clarifying the issues and presenting some
of the arguments on either side, I feel that a valuable
purpose would have been served. The Hindu-Muslim
question has a two-fold aspect, the one maialy political, the
other mainly social and religious. It is to a certain extent
true that the two aspects cannot entirely be separated from
each other, each impinging on the other, and to a large
extent affecting the consideration of the other. But while
the connection between the two aspects may be admitted,
their essential difference also has to be recognized. .The
political aspect of the Hindu-Muslim problem relates to
administrative questions. It deals with the problem of the
relative shares which Hindus and Muhammadans should
have in the government of the country. At one time, the
question of representation in Legislative Councils may be
emphasized. At another, the importance of the two
interests being adequately safe-guarded in 15cal bodies
may come to the forefront. Again the issue may be
directed particularly to recruitment to the public services,
how it can be so regulated as to associate in the actual
administration of the country members of both the com-
munities. These are the principal issues on which conflict
has risen and to a solation of which the best brains of the
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18 TRIVENI

country are now dedicated. One factor regarding the
political aspect of the Hindu-Muslim problem is that it is
a problem which is capable of solution by the intellects of
either community. It is the intelligentia that is mainly
concerned with this problem and it is they that should find
the solution for it.

The question of representation of Muhammadans in
the Legislative Councils is over two decades old. The
need for special representation of Muslims has been re-
cognized at one stage or other by the Government, by the
Muslims and by the Hindu public. The Minto-Morley
reforms brought to the forefront the need of recognizing the
importance of Muslims as an important minority commu-
Dity in the country. At that time the claim of the Muslims
was based not merely on the fact that they were an impor-
tant minority, that by habits, religion and customs they
were distinguished from the Hindus, but also on the ground
that by their historical past, Muslims had a claim for
special consideration. To-day the clajm based on a his-
torical past has practically been given up and leaders of
public opinion, both Hindus and Muslims, should recog-
nize this fact so that they may realize the advance
that has been made in progressive thought du-
ring the last two decades. The next event of
importance in the history of this question is the
Lucknow pact, whereby representatives of Hindus and
Muslims, sitting at a Round Table Conference, deci-
ded that Muhammadans should be returned to the
future councils of the land through separate electorates
and in certain proportions. This was a land-mark in the
history of the political relationship between the two parties.
Whatever ° opinions may now be held as to the wisdom
of the Lucknow pact, whatever criticism be levelled at the
agreement either by Muslim extremists on the one side,
or by Hindy extremists on the other, the fact cannot be
ignored that, ¥ the free will of both the communities, a

settlement such as that was come to and has been in force
for the last decade.
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After the introduction of the Reforms of Igt?n::g
the system of dyarchic Government in the l:)t‘s comé
the question of representation _in c?unclls ha ol
more seriously before the consideration <_)f the 'pn bas
than ever. On the one hand, extreme Muslim oplm(s)hould
been urging that the system of separate elecmrate(sixed as
be perpetuated but that the numbers sould be so e ina
to enable Muslims to be returned wherever thiﬁ: arein
majority, on the population basis, am.i where\{er ntj':) rmity
a minority, in excess of their population and in co munity.
with their importance, as a separate religious C(;::S on the
Hindu opinion, particularly in Northern India, of sepa-
other hand beeu entirely opposed to the system nd no
rate electorates during the last qumquenmu;_n . lat-
more severe condemnation has been uEtere:l ll;omHEi)n du
forms, either entirely Hindu or dormr;at ara!tre electo-
opinion, than the censure of the system of s:pand commu-
rates. The unhappy fights and factnonsl,i noi: North India
nal struggles between Hindus and Mus mtsunless separate
has given point to the Hindu demand, tha anal peace
electorates are abolished, there can be no con'llitant Hindu
in the land. The Hindu Maha Sabha, the I:;e guard what
organization brought into being larg.ely ¥ st rests in North
were considered as the jeopardised Hindu mtes and through
India, took up this question of joint ele‘ftoia fiing members
the persistent vigorous propaganvda O.f Its ‘ea an a xiomatic
has brought its members to consider as L istent
truth in politics that separate electora}gs aIr\e; statement,
with the establishment of democracy- “;- ted seriously,
reiterated on every occasion and uncontra :;: - oare beliet
has engendered in the people the.honest an sent in the
that there can be no democratic advantc?:tes goes and
country unless the system of'separate electo o e
is replaced by a system of joint electora:es;‘tes became so
of Hindu opinion against separate .elec or oed & resolu-
great that Sir Sankaran Nair, a Hindu, nlld be no further
tion in the Council of State that there sh:ll-’ s come to an
political advance till Hindus and Mushm
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agreement and give the go-bye to the system of separate

electorates,

It is at this stage in the evolution of the conside-

ration of the question that the all-parties conference met
to frame a cougstitution fo

of India. The question n:

is not my purpose to gv into the detailsof the discussion that

€, especially as the veil of secrecy
has been drawn, and quite rightly, over the discussions.

It is however desirable that we should examine as dispas-
sionately as possible, on its ownp merits, the question of
Seéparate and joint electorates for Muslims. Is the
system of separate electorates the unmitigated evil that it
has been suggested to be? Is the system of joint electorates

he body politic is

and bitterness ? Is there justification fo
men returned through separate elec
Muslims unmindful of the feelings o
Hindu public, or that Hindus similar
temptuous and unmindful of the inte

T the criticism that
torates are militant
r the wishes of the
ly returned are con-
rests of the Muslims ?

dings either of the Legislative
Provincial Councils to realize how far from truth is the
charge that representatives of

Hindus and Muslims
returned by a system of Separate electorates are ranged
in opposing and armed camps against each other. Mep of
light and leading from either community have worked in
harmonius co-operation for the good of both the communi-
ties and the advancemeat of

Mahammad Al Jinnah, Mr. Ma

hammad Yakoob, Pandit
Motilal Nehru and Mr.

Jayakar, may be returned
through a joint or a separate electorate, but they will never

cease to be Indians first and last. Neither wilj certain
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: mselves
individuals, howsoever returned, cease ‘:o:‘gnst:’ ethe real
with the forces of reaction and wor 1cgounci15 practi-
interests of the country. In the Provincia ained aloof as
cally in all provinces, Muslims have not ren}th those of the
a party, but have mixed their votes freely wi The proceed-
Hindus, expect on exceedingly rare % roveal the extraordi-
ings of the Assembly and the Councils reveal th de. however
nary fact that,whatever may be happening outt)sl whether at
much bitterness may be given expressufmh Hindu Maba
the meetings of the Muslim League or ot t eno - dication
Sabha, within the Councils there has b.e?n It seems to
of anit,nosity between the two commumt;es- e the system
me therefore rather beside the mark th_ Cd ::;‘n or promo-
of separate electorates wi.th the evnl.o tll:ler" axgly point in
ting communal antagonism, 007 8 "5 0L wh the
suggesting that democracies a1e A%9- P L ns and
system of separate electorates. g ﬂﬁ: test of practical
theoretical opinions cannto t li.t:dn us very far in the
experience and do no uestion of
sol;’etion of conStitUtiou:l P:::ble;?s. GZ:Iein?nent, is a
the mechanism tastic
?;verg?:m:g question and requires not ;k:le tglen dry-
thegries of the arm-chair ?olxtxcxant {‘t requires the
as-dust professor of political science, fbuthe world. Nor
sympathetic undcrstandin% Otf ::i?ouz times and in diffe-
. a N N
have democracies develope manner. Coustitutions,
ies exactly in the same - patented
:;:t zggnZ::Zot be shaped after a patte::rizzg fgﬁacy of
for ythe :me of different nations. .Thf%::damental princi-
the statement that there ar; %e;t?il;nocracies is revealed
i st be accepte : itutions of the
. 3 T .
i emocratic countries. emocracies
‘Xﬁi’é‘éﬁ gnd Ltaly, farnish examples of how d
i ach other. . : the
o %lg:raf:tlncinvinced that joint glectc:;:tte-‘; . ;:‘lcll:ieme p
i litician .
assed Indian politiCi: ke to
:):obz; toltfh:nl:a;l ay speak from experience, I should 1i
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point out the unhappy experience of the province of
Madras. In Madras, so far as the Local Legislative
Council is concernd, both the systems are working: the
system of separate electorates for Muhammadans and
Christians, and the system of joint electorates for Brah-
mins and non-brahmins. It is a patent fact, as instructive
as it is true, that separate electorates for these two com-
munities have not resulted in any adverse effects. The
Muhammadan representatives are divided into poli-
tical groups in the Council, and each group has
attached itself to a larger body of Hindus having the
same political opinion. There is absolutely no indication
within the Council that Muslims have entered through a
special and separate electorate. The general cordition in
the province also shows that separate electorates do not
breed communal discord or lead to communal riots. The
only serious trouble in this province during the last decade
Wwas the unhappy Mopla rebellion, and whatever else may
have been the reason for that rebellion, none would
seriously suggest that the system of electorates had
anything to do with that conflagration. If oneturns one’s
attention to the separate electorates for Christians, one
finds that the case against such electorates is even poorer
than in the case of Muslims. Indian Christians, and
Hindus and Muslims, have lived and are living in this
province in the wutmost amity and friendship and
there has never been an occasion in the Legislative
Council or elsewhere when the fact has been discordantly
brought to the notice of the public that Indian Christians
are the representatives of their own community and not of
the general public.

On the other hand, what a picture is offered to us of
the results of the working of joint electorates! I have no
desire to go into the question of Brahmin and Non-
brahmin difficulties on this occasion, to throw blame
either on the one or on the other section, or even to
examine the nature of the conflict that is dividing two
sections of the same Hindu population. It may be
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based on social grounds. It may have its ;‘00:: tllx:
religious antagonisms. It may be even due sole¥ e,
unhealthy competition for the loaves a.nd fishes <}. i
But whatever its nature, none may gainsay the ach at
to-day, after nearly 10 years of joint electorates, Brahnr\ o
and Non-brahmins, instead of being thrown toget gting
as to realise, by understanding, their ambitions and pro b
by their joint experience, are farther apart f_rom ]ethe
other than at the beginning of the <.iecade. It is c;]n gcan
blind person, impervious to the voice of r.eas.onht T)etter
say that the two communities have a happier and a and
understanding now than in 1918, when Mr. Montagu e
Lord Chelmsford declaimed against communal electorae o%
It is not suggested that joint _electorates are tfhe ca:iusthalt
the increasing friction, though it must be con ;sste .
there is a school of thought which thinks tha suge e
indeed the case. It is however sufficient forlthfe pturtl;:; e
this article to state as a matter of historica tacde‘i at
Madras, while separate electorates have no.t :snities o
crease the racial or religious or creeqal anim > sec’t :rian
electorates have equally failed to bring abou
harmony and communal fellow-feeling. do not militate
If, therefore, separate electorates do ot itate
against democratic forms of Governm.ent, an commyunal
not calculated either to induce or to lnCl'ea;e_lr abolition.
bitterness, there is no case wade out f'oll; t Zervation o
The advantages of joint electorates, wit l:e ‘ho creation
seats for Muslims, are not so great as toma eeliminary to
of joint electorates a fetish and a necessary prn e e
the introduction of full Responsible Gover there 'are o
ideal state of affairs is undoubted.ly.whfil’e ol religious
communal differences, no creedal dlSthtlon? aﬂ'airs glous
animosities of any kind. Insuch a state ot :or e\’ren e
will be no room either for separate electora :’ to certain
joint electorates with reservation of seats i
communities. The very fact that theret 1s Ir]esent as a
country who is prepared to suggest la'hpent o’f e
matter of practical politics, the establishm
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electorates on identical electoral qualifications to all
persons, and the abolition of all special electorates and
every kind of class representation—which is the only
logical position that can be maintained—this very fact com-
pletely proves the need for taking into consideration the
practical difficulties that lie in the way of the solution of
constitutional problems. I feel that Hindus need not
insist on the abolition of separate electorates and need not
force joint electorates on those communities which are un-
willing to come into the scheme of joint electorates, but
must leave those classes which are at present returned by
separate electorates free to make their choice, and I feel
fairly sanguine that the time is not far off when, in their
own interests, these classes would come forward with a
proposal for the abolition of separate electorates. It will
" then be possible to discuss the question on freer and more
equal terms than it seems to be possible at present. I
have learnt from my tour in North India and from my
experience, specially in the two southern provinces, that
the Muslims are not really prepared to give up the system
of separate electorates, They feel that if they have to give
it up, it must be only because of the extreme pressure of
Hindu opinion against these electorates. It is owing to
the feeling that the Muslims are not really convinced of
the evils of separate electorates, that the proposal for the
abolition of separate electorates has been coupled by the
most reasonable of Muhammadans with certain ‘conditions’.
If Hindus recognize this essential factor, they will not
question the genuineness of those who suggest these condi-
tions and will be in a better frame of mind to discuss
the need for accepting these conditions. Even a leader
like Mr. Mdhammad Ali Jinnah frankly confessed that he
had not been converted to the view that separate electora-
tes are an evil in themselves, and ‘that, if Hindu opinion
insists oa joint electorates, they ought to accept certain
concomitant conditions which should form a feature of
such joint electorates. It does not advance the case very
far if we turn round and say that Hindus are being asked
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to pay a price for the abolition of separate electorates, or
that Muslims are laying down ‘ conditions ’ whic!x are un-
reasonable in their nature. The plain position is merely
this : Muslims have at present separate electorates ; they
feel no need for a change in that direction.- Hindus want
that they should give them up in favour of joint electora-
tes. Are they merely to accept what the Hindus want, or
should they try to get some advantage in view of w!lat
they conceive to be a disadvantage involved in the giving
up of separate electorates ?

Having seen the position taken up by the Muslims, let us
try and examine those conditions which the Muslims have
put forward as a necessary preliminary to the abandonment
of separate electorates. The proposals of the Calcutta
Muslim League are (I) that the same system of Government
should be introduced in the North-West Frontier Province
and Baluchistan as is prevailing in other parts of India (2)
That Sindh should be made a separate province and should
come under the general scheme of reforms grantec.l to .all
provinces and (3) that the reservation of seats in joint
electorates should be proportional to the population of thetwo
communities, provided that representation over the population
basis may be given to minority communities on a
mutually understood basis, in those provinces in which
any of the two communties is in a minority. It seems
to me that these so-called conditions, if examined apart from
the fact that they are put forward as prelimina.ries to the ac-
ceptance of the scheme of joint electorates, are in themse{ves
unexceptional. On what ground, I ask, can rt?forms'tge. with-
held from the Frontier Province? Every Indian politician of
any shade of politics has agitated for the abolition pf f.he
system of classifying tracts as agencCy tracts, of cla§sxfymg
areas as scheduled districts, and of classifying provinces as
backward provinces. It is unfortunately true that in 1923
the Legislative Assembly :vetoed the proposa} for th.e intro-
duction of reforms in the North-West Frontier Province, an
indefensible and undefended decisiog of the H9use, _but
last year the same Assembly passed without any dissentient
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the proposal that the Frontier Province should come under
the scheme of reforms. How does it lie to-day within the
mouth of anyone, Hindu or Muslim, who claims any political
caga ityoradherence to political democratdic principles, to
state that the Frontier Provinces should be treated as back-
ward provinces? On what basis does the Hindu Maha
Sabha justify its opinion that the reforms should not be in-
troduced into these provinces? It may be possible for a
non-political body which is obsessed by a Muslim invasion
and conjures up a bloody vision of a Muslim corridor from
Constantinople to Karachi, it may be possible for such a
body to raise these objections. But no one with an iota of
political sagacity could seriously take exception to the pro-
Position that reforms ought to be introduced into the North-
West Frontier Province and Baluchistan.

Let us take again the second condition which has been
put forward by the MuslimLeague—the separation of Sindh
from the rest of the Bombay Presidency. The agitation for
the separation of this province has gone on for the last I5
years at least, and it is clearthat at one stage the protagonists
in this agitation were Hindus and not Muslims. The very
fact that the Congress has treated Sindh as a separate

province, and in its constitution recognized it as a separate

province and given it a specia] representative, proves beyond
all doubt that an All I

dia Political body which is predomi-

 nently Hindu so far from taking objection to the separation
of Sindh, wanted such a Separation and gave effect to it in the
only manner in which' it could possibly give effect to such a
decision, that is by recognizing such separation it its consti-
tution. Geographically speaking, the case for the separation
of Sindh is complete and irrefutable, Following theordinary
canons of all democratic institutions, it i equally clear, that
the Muslim population, the overwhelmingly predominant
population of Sindh, being in favour of such separation, an
impregnable case is made out for the carving out of Sindh as
a separate province. The only objection that has been urged
against separation is that financially Sindh cannot bear the
burden. It seems to me that this is too thin an argument,
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particularly when the vast majority of the pocﬁulatl(::ti?);e
willing to undertake the burden and insist on su ser:la which’
and we must conclude that this is equally a conditio
on its merits is acceptable to all wasonatfle men, ol
The third condition requires a little m(;xrethe? hat
consideration, and I am not at all certain whe oy
condition is really justified on its merits. The p;();sVince
stated by the third condition is that In_ anYh p: ought
where the Muhammadans are in a rpz_uonty, t v.-t}’t&s o
to have reservation of seats in joint elect‘;);:l o
Proportion to their population. There does e
to me any objection to reservation of seats mtha“;o vinee
where the community is numerically larger than defi o
nity of Hindus. Such a position can be def‘C)ESi o ot
grounds. In the first place, except on theth trength of
franchise, it is obvious that the criterion of the s o
the POpulz’ltion has no bearing on the relat.lve cli)roxfothe basis
the two communities in an e;ﬁoﬁgego;:t:t&’:: N;)uslims ea
lifications. 1s uI
oy o s b, e
in any electorate where property quahﬁ their population.
their numbers cannot be in proportion toba e the elocto.
Even if adult franchise were to form the basit O e o
rates, it is obvious, having regard to the spectd Ul Hne P 0
mam’lers of the Muslims, particularly t!’;d . w; trust they
men and women are equally enfranchised, ger a handicap in
will be in all provinces, the Muslims are un ot be
as much as the women voters of that oo:munofyother o
expected to poll in as large numbers as those tion which has
iti from this, there is the alleg'a. io oo
munities. ApTrt de by different commumﬂe§ ?,t differen
b.een l.epe:;.tedl:.j)(’:hmamust weigh in the conside‘rat.lon of t.he
quetion. that ny of the Muslims in the Majority pro:irln-
question, that math yoontrol of landlords or money-lenders
ces are u:!der et cases Hindus. I am therefgre. willing
tw hoeo:;iz:nthrzot:eed for reservation even in Majority pro-
or

i Then the question arises whether such reservation
vinces.

should be in proportion to the population. 1 understand by
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2 community the safeguarding
10 a community, and not the

5510 45, and if reservation of seats is granted to Muslims,
the idea that would natura

Muslims will be guaranteeq 40 or 45 seats out of every 100
seats, and that thereafter th

. : ich they are entitled toon a popula-
ton basis. It seems to me that such a position. cannot be
entirely fair to the other co i

Yy are Muslims gua-
ranteed 55 seats pyt they are entitled to fight for
and obtain even mgre seats. There is no corresponding
privilege to the Hindys, This seems to me the really
fundamental weak point in

. the case of the Muslims. To
£1ve a permanent majority to any community, as a commu-
' Nnity, is not essentially sound. Byt having said that, I must

again express my opinion that it is essentially a case for

i adjustments, and that Hindu
ould sit together and calmly
of the proposition, and either

obstacle in the way of drawing
the country, I am prepared

to suggest that any sacrifice
may be made for arriving at

such a consummation. The
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i cannot
such mutual adjustments as between the Df%‘g:ﬁope that
be based merely on an arithmetical rat:(lll-e extonded basis
the minority community will have 0}; o ‘he manner in
to influence the decision of the counctl, adiﬂ‘erent provinces,
which reasonable adjustments are made in ot 2 how
will all be considered in settling the qu
mmo;zi:tt:\;l,df: ;Z:e&m the question of rept;?el?{t:stl?:l
n the councils, I should like to just mention th;t Logislative
proposal includes the reservation of seats in ts ;ength F the
iAssembly to the extent of a third of the totalthis et The
Assembly. It is not necessary to dilate on he proportion i
only question that may arise is Wheth?t{ ttheepquestion of
not unduly high, and I am certain tl}iilt 1 tled, the other
provincial reservations is satisfactorily se
question will not lead toa dead-lock. tion which has caused

I should like to refer to one ques hension among the
not a little searching of heart and misappre ing an agree-
leaders of both Hindus and Muslims. Sl;PPOSthe majority of
ment is reached, whereby in provinces where | en tothe two

i repmentatlop 1s g1v joint
the 130013‘1_‘:i ar:n Lt{hu:hass.is of population and thr:)hug:l g
g?mes,&:he Hindu fear seems to be that in su

i being dis-
- there is a danger of the interests of the Hindus

: ; fair
. ion being subjected to un
Hindu population bein critv in the
treatment. It 1 urged that 2 purely Muslim ministr
Legislative Council will lead to 2 purely Muelim minitry
wﬁ?‘ch will play into the l}agis pgpm::ion. That is the
i rtion-o . . fraid
S e o e P 1 S
of ng;:‘ is the same fear that is given efpre?s::queﬁtb’, by the
or Sikhs in the Punjab a‘t‘g' ‘f,‘f;‘i“ hand, Muslims in most
. . On e . ’ ind

HmQus of Beng;lle are in a minority and where ﬂ::,i I\-rle“:h::
provinces where ijoﬁty’ are equally apprehensi -
are.bqund o l’I;labe jeopardized and their 'comml.n;ltyce of
their interests :‘ many ways by the coming into et]ius e;-llin ol

gguﬁ;%:l:iet‘iz lfull power and with a preponderating
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to the legi .
clearly aﬁ:latur?:, there should be tever power is granted
defnitely established, that iy 1O CPHOR

a4 certain numbe , that
L ber O.f ministershipsg ou;ll\? : Il these provinces
i o

party,
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Such a position in no way offends constitutional prop-
rieties, as such arangements are accepted and practised in
other dominions and countries. Taking the case of Canada
which has full responsible Goverament, we find that in for-
ming the new cabinet and in making recommendations to

" the Governor-General for appointments to ministerial office,

the Premier has much less freedom of choice than is the case
at Westminster. Mr. Edward Porritt in his book ‘ Evolu-
tion of the Dominion of Canada’ says: *“ In considering
the claims of the leaders of the political party at Ottawa
and at the provincial capitals, the new Premier must also
regard (I) the claims of French Canada; (2) the claims of
the other eight provinces; (3) the claims of the English-
speaking population of Quebec; and (4) the claims of the
Roman Catholic population of the Dominion that is not
French. Three Cabinet or Ministerial offices are usually

assigned to French Canada. The same number as a rule

go to Ontario. At least one cabinet office must, by usage,

be assigned to each of the provinces of Nova Scotia, New

Brunswick. Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British
tment of Edward Kenay

Columbia ; and since the appoin :
tative of the English-

of Nova Scotia, in 1869, as represen )
speaking Catholics, no cabinet has been long without

a representative of the English-speaking Roman Catholic
church. Distribution of cabinet offices based on geogra-
phical considerations, and on claims of race, religiop, and
special financial and material interests, is an innovation on
the usages and traditions of cabinets at Westrgms?er.
The innovation has been developed by the differing
conditions of Canada and the United Kingdom; by the
operation of the federal principle; and by the. n.eed for con-
ciliating assertive interests—racial and rehgmus-—.—wha.ch
is as old in Canadian politics as the ill-assorted legislative
union of Upper and Lower Canada of 1841-1867..”

It is unnecessary to gO into further details as to
how racial and religious antagonism in Ca9ada has
been attempted to be conciliated. In the appointment of
the speaker and the deputy speaker of the House of
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¥y other ways, the principle is follow-
to the two races, Anglo-Saxon and
nce of power which goes to the work-

asn . armonious constitution. The Tribune
of quxpeg In the year 1927 remarked: “Sir Wilfred
Laurier is not the only sinner, Practically every party

leader in Canada managed Quebec as Sjr Wilfred has
managed that provinc

1 - A little more than an equal
division of the spoils of o 1

; Ce€, concessions here and con-
cessions there to race and ¢

. 1d creed, and there you have the
statesmanship of Canadian premiers of both Conservative
and Libera} stripe”. That

) is the way, as good as anything
thought of, for solving the Hindu-Muslim problem in India

on the political side, The article has extended to such
lengths already that it is impossible to examine the
social and religious side of the broblem, [ hope to have
the pleasure, in a subsequent issue, of dealing with them.

Parliament and in man
ed of trying to give
French, a certain bala
ing of a smooth and h
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‘Reserve Bank Bill and After

By THE HON. V. RAMADAS PANTULU

WHAT is the nature of the Central Bank which Sir SB:;::
Blackett proposed to give to India, and whg wCaentral
passage of the Reserve Bank Bill through t er o e
Legislature successfully .obstructed ? In an;yve nce. the
Royal Commission on Indian Currency and ma;_ 0 ,wing
Governor of the Bank of England gave the Boa n0k Tin,
description of the essential {eat.u;‘;:s (;'fnaoiisses:z‘;e- it sht;uld
“ It should have the sole right o ’
be theIchs:nnel. and the sole channel, for the }(:ml?:l::l e:I:;}
iotake of legal tender curr:ﬁzyl;oi;;hg: :31 b?hte :eserves of
ent balances; .
:llxle(g?l:’:: lllalzlnks and braaches of banks in thehcoxgg{. . J:
sbould be the agent, S0 70 sge 3:. ttgo:fg the Govern-
N : at home and abroa
e ol prnes i mold e e the iy
:;;' : Central Bank to effect, so far as it cg;}g. sultt: a? n‘i(i)ng
ion, i ion
. itable expanSlon, lfl aadi X T
generally at scabilty, and to maintain that stabiity within
::nwgll ’;s v;ithout. When necessary it wc;)'ttlldmi ht be
ultimate source from : higzo:(ﬁletriﬁzngg a;::ro:red bgills, or
ined i m of redt o
:gtx:::gs‘gx:hea;:;oved short securities, or Government
paper. " ts of the coustitutions of
familiar to studen . tral
Ceng:aTS::::, that while all or z‘anyo;:fott_h:: g:zt::l
Danking functions ar«; disc;ha;g :g a);i:xngle type and differ
not all contor . . N
il?\a rhkes'c::ﬁ;cizr and scope of some of th:;r tb;:;n(::ii:?y
pects. The divergence between the s(e::f;:ral )l;ank, Com-
turns on the relations between thekt The three chief
mercial Banks and the money market.
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types are the American Federa] Reserve Banks, the
Continental Bank of Europe and the Bank of England.

anks are called pure Central
Banks. They do little

besides controlling currency
and credit. ' They act as bankers for the banks and

netary policy they happen to be

pursuing at any particular moment. It is true they have

dealings with other

Government; and discounting and loan facilities are
granted to customers

: - custor generally ”, The Bank of England
'S a peculiar institution, [y virtually stands by itself and
Tepresents its own type

. \ Per, never borrow or re-discount
bills with the Bank of
large balancesg there,

' : Consequently,
direct medium through

which the Bank
178

they are not the
'S monetary policy

3
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i ed by the
makes itself immediately felt. That n;le lssalﬁllé e ant
money market, consisting of the b}ll bgo elr: Banks when
houses, who borrow from the Joint Stoc o eccssary.
possible, and from the Bank of England when necessary,
Itis pri;narily through this agency t kaof England exert

nsive measures adopted by the Ban dit which is
their fluence.” So the control over credi foan ‘and
tmhelt£ to Ce;xtral Banks elsewhe::e by dxref:t o 1o
re-dil;count relations with com.mercxa;ll bar:jlisa.ul:gz with the
the Bank of England through its “ direct et sales and
mopey market coupled with 1ts” open m
urchases of bills and securities. b of these t the
P It now remains to be seIendtl: ;;l:::;lxgxxata. Iytsp&struc-
oposed Reserve Bank for In ; 1
iy | b:sed on the rewmmeqdanons olfothi ;?‘!&l-
ture lslafge ();n Indian Currency and Finance, :thi:spiﬁt s
edl ;ﬁ:o:partiality to the American tB);I:IE’:r;ower of com.
camy' t by the Bill. The proposed X n market
on with e commers e ot the Federal Re-
petom‘tmm? :nare circu ibed tke 3 e:iueied banks the
serve g::xks. The Bill restricts tga ;hke is:::hthe catter of the
orded Reserve
fadmp.i?mhaﬁm an:{-:-h:iscount of bills of exchlaertlizf;a a:ki pro-
sale, notes and the like. These sclgecti:in ks are
laced under statutory obligatih 19 FC Lt P are in turn
pdeposlts' free of interest, in the Reserve :L Reserve Bank
oCor ' ferential treatment. When e:uled banks, it is
. trenghfeon these privileges of the s,ge Bank may opeh
xz under conditions and s::ltfscg(l)lfal('::lsiy enical banks orhich
i ct as agents of, onl 1 ies (incla.
accounts ‘f"ﬂilr °l' gzrr ency authorities in their oot;ntri:s c(; el
are the principa | Reserve Banks of America rder cannot
ding the Fededxt'a commercial banks. In or fo assist
do so with ots niiryptovi ding necessary credit . hiach fes
cenu;lmnce industry and movement of thc“";&me Bank
to cash credits, e‘ o
at present °ﬂédtoed agzance money against p;orplm
is wofthorthe‘si eduled banks, but only subject to limita
notes ,
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and for a limited period of five years. The Reserve Bank
has to borrow both in London andin India—in London to
keep the Secretary of State for India in funds, and in India to
facilitate the control of credit. This borrowing power is so
restricted as to prevent the Reserve Bank competing with
other banks for fixed deposits. The open market operations
of the Bank are restricted in two ways: firstly the purposes
of the operations are restricted to those which are necessary
in the interests of Indian trade or commerce or for the per-
formance by the Bank of its functions under the Act; and
secondly any action taken in this manner must be with the
approval of the Board of the Bank. It is therefore clear that
the power of the Bank to compete with other banks and to
gointo the open market, are more restricted than those of the
Reichs Bank in Berlin or the Bank of Francein Paris and
resemble more closely those of the Federal Reserve Banks
of America.

An examination of the detailed provisions of the now
defunct bill will be of Jittle interest, if not out of place. It is
enough to state some of its features which led to its being
wrecked on the shoals of the Assembly. The question of its

believed that, under prese
Bank was to be prefe
adhere to our view, an
remain unshaken to-day.

nt conditions in India, a State
rred to a shareholders’ bank,
d our convictions in the matter
The Government were however pre-
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pared to yield on this deadlock over th,e oonstltutlc::.,
and waive their adherence to the shareholders §cheme,l 1: :

vided that an independent directorate which is abscz u :hye'
free from political influences can be agre.ed upon ((i)irec-
satisfaction of the Government. The question of the dire

torate was therefore the second great stumbling blozlio;g
the way of the measure. The popular representat.nlre:l b
pledged to secure a directorate with a‘.‘mbstantza,h ot
Indian majority, with a clear emphasis on all-t e o
adjectives. For want of a better alternative, if nlo 0d
its own merits, representation through the Cex.ltr:vlsealmt
Provincial Legislatures was advocated by the Joint : ec
Committee to secure the end in view. Any mention :i)‘r::t-
presentation through the legislatures, direct or indi 1
was howeveran anathema to the Government. They fl';g‘;re
not touch any such proposal with the {ongest Stmk.between
were subsidiary differences, also of a vital paturek o

the Government and the people’s spokesmen in the Assem th: :
which contributed in no small measure to the fee'il‘;lg e
the measure was not after all worth having. e i
adhered to the decisions which the Govert.lm:ntn_cgl e
through the Legislature in March 1927 ag_alnshcs help of
popular opposition, by a mere snatch vote, with tla e o
the official and nominated block, on what is popular ¥h B}
as the Ratio Act. In pursvance of those dem;xons, ene;: Sin
ignored the popular demand to establish gol tF“:' oY e
India by minting gold mohurs for circula ‘;o ’onitised
country. On the other hand, the sovereign was dem faith in
The 18 d. ratio was also stuck to with rzlilgmu; o
its potentialities for the good of In e
relating to the concentration and management O s
which have a bearing on the gold currelncy idi oo
were also considered unsatisfactory by the popular side.

" statutory maximum of the proportion of the gold bullion and

gold coin in the total amount of Teserves wasl ciii?;d a;;dzz é C:):
one quarter, the rest being permnttgq to be he o g ecu-
rities, rupee coin and rupee securities. The gge nosecutiﬁend e
may be of any gold standard country, as may
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the Governor-General. The popular representatives had
not much faith in those securities except those of Great
Britain and America, for the experience of the Great War
Finance served as a warning against placing any faith in the
value of the securities of continenta] Countries during times of
crisis. Again 857 of the gold coins and bullion alone need be
keptin India- In the result only 21%4 of the total reserves will
bein India in the shape of gold bullion or gold coin. This was

considered not safe or sound in the interests of India. How
could the Bill have g smooth saili

ng in the face of such grave
defects ?

What was the measure t
American critic, who was

to Sir Basil’s Bill, laid do

hat India wanted? An
no doubt appreciatively disposed
wn the following test of what
itution for India: * Any one can
andard occidental principles and
ntral Bank for India. Devising
nk is quite another matter—an
t in with Indian life, is adapted to
Indian practices, and adjusted to the diverse needs of the
Population. An imported Buropean or American Central
Bank of either standard type would no doubt offer some
advantage over the present system. But the Central Bank
that India needs must be Indian—it must be as
Indian as the Ganges”. Any assertion that the Bill

concocted by Sir Basil with the concurrence of the Finan-
cial advisers at Whitehalj

concoct a Bill based on st
call it a project for a Ce
an Indian Centyal Ba
institution which will fi

on India, development of indigenous banking and creating
adequate Yacilities for rura

1 credit, are our most important
needs. Did the Bill satisfy them ?
The preamble to the

Bill stated that the Bank was con-
stituted to control the wor

king of the gold standard and to
regulate the issue of bank notes and the keeping of reserves
with a view to securing stability in the monetary system of
British India. There js nothing in this statement to assure us
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i in view in the
dia are specmlly kept in view
oot 'th% Irlxeg?sth%fBglk. The words controt} . :ngl rrr:g;
conssxtu ° ot provide against the chan_ces.o tbl wTency
ll?eti;g ngnlilpulal:ed by the Bank ipl the ogjﬁc):'nt%neas t:  anger
i n long familiarise
toouno iy “Irf l:xallved?a‘;)eendedgupon how the %axl)llt: Y::r;?otr):
tlrly. trolled and worked, and the fig herefore
haturally ed on the clauses relating to the co olling
zuthority tlfl'mthe Bank. As for the development : the
authorltY.a(l) banking of the country and e‘xi'xecou[x"i:tig(l1 gupon
Oogl:;h of the indigenous bankmg.housesl,tlt.n l;:: ded “upon
gr the active entry of the Imperial Ban i new con-
vercial a1 into the field of ‘ wholesome ' compTeh n with
other “banke cted on indigenous banking. : (: vised
ond _banksf l’%“mperial Bank’s services to the Sta ee, asan
conditions JResorve Bank, were considered by some | e
o too pene ese they were certainly not illibera 20
e genexi_ous ’remaiyned to be tested wglether its con’)pein ion
313: %;gllae;e gznks would have %rl?vgfw l;lzgleisi‘in::oﬂld e
P ttlile Rv?ey:ll(ecro gﬁ-;:',ﬂwh'ile giving pol:'ns :(l)la :1;%1;
handlmm!edl tl?c Imperial Bank. Againac c(l)‘lfl[d at the
Bank was o0 ially suited to Indian wndxt;on;;iﬁes Id ot be
subats ntiated. t less it provided adequate ac; ities for rural
rostt The Boh cia nos touch, as a matter of fact, even the
inge f"nllxe roblem of rural credit. The nc%or o the Pro.
fljlnge 0Co-ot o tive Banks to elect one directc 1o represent
wn'cé:‘l}tural igfgests, and a few halting prtcglssllgn S for there:
agri f some agricultural paper coun lgned by i
d!scqu?th-operative Banks, the latter havn:vgith en excmpted
¥1nc1a liability to maintain free balancqsi O e e o the
Sank, practi yll exhausted all the provisio s relating to the
e l?mchtt': p y'cultural interests. There vas nowihere in
the Bill any 'ati‘irc;tion of the recognition % € et
o Bﬂ} £, iutare, N predommatp th); State and the
ﬁmnmnlgikealgnrc;ia was the primary duty o
(é:lrﬁm Banking institution set up by it. .

i tral Banks have

in self-governing countries, Cen of the

ot worked financial and cconomic % the preamble is

not yet worke f the scheme according tot S iaar It

main pbje:ﬁhgstability of the monetary system o try ot par

it mwgg the keeping Ofb;he tc%?eglcayoeoto ask whether well-

i it will not beou i 1d succeeded
;‘gbﬁg’},‘éa‘tccmgfmnks elsewhere in the wor
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in doing it ? Has France achieved thi
L col s
with its renowned Bank of France? If by §t°:1§u§§e3ft$g:z-’
Ay system it Is also Intended to comprehend the stability of
germs’oa;' tlgt can be attempted is that prices in India, in
countries gio ” are kept at the same level as prices in ot'her
by the ma int erts of gold. This result can be brought about
Contral B; in?nce of the gold standard, whether by the
rency. No nC or byany other agencies dealing with cur-
2 particula ]emrlal Bank can maintain internal prices at
i r level. It was therefore meaningless to have
Bank withmvﬂgam'exp ectations and credited the Reserve
much less re: pOtSSlble ar}d il'l'lPOSSible things. There was
Sir Basil OverSO v?h 0 do so in the case of the ill-starred Bill of
One journal ind ose fate some are inclined to deeply lament.
proposed Banl? eed went so far as to proclaim that with the
dawned on Indi an era of financial millenium had already
o ISt lia and that the retiring Finance Member was
Aation of nont In the hands of Providence in laying the foun-
freedom su nstitutional autonomy for India on the financial
such verbalDpotsed to be vouchsafed by the Bill. Surely all
I bave said €xtravagance is utterly uncalled for. Indeed
the Bill wit ﬁnv(:g'glllx toshow that there were many features in
legislature w ich the popular representatives in the Central
ding the fun%re genuinely dissatistied. Their action in impe-
able form wase ;gﬁ%ﬁesﬁag the Bill in its present objection-
berate and was amply jusified, T
Indiaewillerl?:wfor the establishement of a Reserve Bank for
in view of tha wever be revived at no distant date, especially
Bank Act will coase. st sia"she Operation of the Imperia
%?ﬁﬁ'ﬁ me before that date atr ¢ st day of December 1930
basis ltnh%lfmmi(ti (i: rfe“é’ ¥y system of India on a more satisfactory
the Government o.d ay, 1s bound to engage the attention of
well-advised to d the people. In the meantime, we will be
study of the Cecx)ltra?v%:nksior:ge P:-ggfe and atention to the
suitable type of Reserve Bank for Indi v?l%ghdi?ﬁep:opt:%tz

our agricultural, commercial, and industrial interests. With

the establishment of a sound Central Banking Institution, a

monctary Hstory. Bt (e g of s S erking, 30
.. e making of that hi ies 1
hands. Let us be wide awake to our Iegitimaf:tt:orri}élllltess.’ o
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Padmavathi: A Girl Poet

By G. VENKATACHALAM

SLENDER and of delicate build, pale of expression but
with sparkling eyes, lively yet tenderly modest, refined
and graceful, Padmavathi was the most winsome girl of
her days in her college. There was a radiant simplicity
about her manners that made her natural and most
yvelcome in any society she moved in, and the childish
innocence of her nature made her to be trusted and loved
by all people, young or old, man or woman. She was
very popular among her college-mates, and her professors
universally regarded her as the brightest pupil and the
best girl in the whole institution ; and a few of them took
great delight in inviting her to their rooms and entertain-
ing her to talk and tea. Though reserved by nature and
reticent in conversation, yet she could rise at times to
brilliant heights in thought-provoking discussions either
on religion or literature. The sad smiles playing about
her mouth, and the melancholy expression in her wisttul
eyes, were but the inarticulate indications of the deep
sufferings of her soul. What sadness was hers, none of
us were able to understand or discover ; even her father
could not say why she was s0 moody and why she took
such a pessimistic view of life. There was one long-drawn
strain of sadness in all her songs, and the one background
she had for all her poetic themes was the steely grey sky
and the dark rolling clouds. Death, Pain and Suffering—it

is about these she sang the most:

« The flower will bloom, the birds will sing,
The sun will shine all bright,

And every year its joy will bring,

And every star will shed its light,

But woe, for my moon-less night”.
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“Oft in sleepless nights I wake

To think of joyless, key-cold death,
To shudder as a trembling lake
When passes cold wind's breath,

And to feel life as worse than death .

“ A day may come when these days

As lightning that hath pierced the clouds
May perish ere I know the peace [ seek.
Then, one word may I ask of thee

When they lay me in my shroud,

One word, oh, one word, wilt thou say ?
‘I knew her just one short day,

She is now dead, but she knew me ™.

“Far, far from the world would I go,
Far to friendless hill-tops high,

To pastures green where rivers flow,
There a lonely death to die.

No more there cares will pursue,

But there will I medidate all alone,
To think of God and my duty to do,
And to die, when my task is done ”.

Yet a brave heart was hers; she fought her battles
lonely in the innermost recess of her heart and kepta
serene and smiling face to her friends. Few knew the
strugglings of her soul, and the brave fight this young,
tender, fragile girl was putting up within herself. I recall
most vividly to my mind, as I write this, the evening she,
her friend Seeta, and myself sat on the sands of the beach
near her college, watching the magical play of colours on
the monsoon clouds played by the last long-streaks of the
setting sun, when, seeing her deeply absorbed in intense
gloominess; I asked her why she was so sad? She woke
up as if from a deep slumber and replied me in a slow and
quiet tone: “ What else could I be? The vast, deep,
mysterious sea before me is calling out to me, and I am
here imprisoned in the flesh. It is the *Call of Freedom’
and ‘My Captivity ’ that make me so sad”. It wasin
moods of this kind that she really revealed her soul. The
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es-
Poet in her craved for more freedom, for x:;pre freli-:rxg;ly
sion, more sympathy and more understanding. o and
bringing-up as a Theist limltefi hef poetic e had
clipped the soaring wings of her.nmagmatmnl,);. e er
to struggle hard between the intellectual le e
mind in which she was brought up, a'nd the true :nd e
of her real self. She was Pantheistic by natlt:it'er,l A e
Theism in which she was nurtured left her co d 1]f A
of true inspiration. She said to me one day, ha eJis ]
and half in seriousness: * Your influence on mr I8 pern
cious. You want to lure me away from my p e
rings of a simple faith to the' spacious e 1?/[ o
lsn o ll:give philosophy and Pantheistic cr.eed. y :v v
i e et T
:llll egi?l::: ;getﬁcztr:éset;x;:it, l.)ersuasive and in:lerest;xsmi.
“Ielsif(e Shelley”, she told me one day, * becauls:loseo 1;1 s 2
rebel and I want to bé a rebel; he was a p lt' e
chi d I want to beone; he was mys ical, 1
anar?h'lSt’ e als to me”. But her 1nte11'ectual .spoond
mys'tmsm t; pl:ehome and in the college famished, mst;a
f?edmg'b;:i 2 her growing soul, and the sadt}esz Oflistei:
:h:l?tul?fse atr‘:i, of her sweet songs was due to thexsssm;m
nature in her, fighting fﬁr }slup_r::srzli:g; a:fdae’:z:e poet She
i all the 1 !
s oy and  imaginative She had o
ed the l’anguage in which she expressed her e rgsiﬁ.
:::?g&s and she had not mastered the techmciue o o
i I,’rosody as such, was a sealed book to her. et b
s b d and wn;te vigorously and well. There are flaws in
ok ing . her metres are often faulty, and at times her
i mmarhmr sxgsba’xd et:n the themes of her poems are'gofty. noble,
nspi ‘sd "cere What she would have achieved in this
e hron h the etiium of her mother-tongue, 1 W‘lﬂ not
art thmglte 1 ,lt_:: l:avery of Rajput women ever fascinated
her, and in the old legends and in the heroic deeds of this

inspiration. Her two long
picturesque race, she sought her inspiration.
poems of xly 250 lines each, The Bride of Padshah
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and Neelavathi, are noble attemptsto recall the wonderful
chivalry of the Rajputs and the bravery of the Rajputnis.
Her favourite English poets were Shelley, Wordsworth and
Scott. Scott inspired her with his narrative ballads, and
Padmavathi made a bold attempt to imitate him in her long
poem of 600 lines, The Lay of the Staniks. Ttisa halting,
straggling attempt, but nevertheless 2 daring venture for a
girl of herage. Of Shelley, her Master, she wrote :

“ Amidst the breaking waves
Upon the frowning rocks,
O, Master, [ see thee,
Furious as thine struggling
Rages the stormy sea.

As lightning that flashes
Across the cloudy air,
Flash thine eyes

Through thy clustering hair.

What thoughts dwell in eyes+of thine ?
In thy heart, what unbidden pain ?”

Shakespeare, she was very fond of, and never missed seeing
any good play of Shakespeare in Madras, I remember I took
her and her two other friends to see the famous Raghavachar
act ‘ Hamlet,’ at the Victoria Public Hall, Madras, and I
noticed how she thrilled with every fibre of her being at the
psychological situations in the play, and especially with the
soliloquies of the hero as enacted by Ragavachar. “Heisa

great actor,” she said. That revealed the discerning critic in
her.

soul

Her life-story is shortly told. Born of cultured,
middle~class Saraswat parents, she spent her childhood in
South Canara, where she was educated as a child. Being
Brahmos, her parents were attracted to the noble and selfless

service rendered for the cause of the poor widows in India

by that noble soul, Veerasalingam Pantulu, and they

moved on to Rajahmundry to share in his great work.
Her father Mr. Ramachandra Row, who is still alive,
i8 an educationist, a visionary and a philanthrophist.
He gave his all, property and money, for the cause
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he has championed,—the emancxpa}non ;ih tl;e gggcamdtion
classes. Padmavathi had her f'il.gh 00 v
there, and came to Madras to join theﬁnQu1920 arys
Colle'ge in 1918, where she studied il 1920 whes
she passed her Intermediate In ﬁrst’ ass. e e
married in April 1920, and after ten days Sent?ushad s she
passed away on the lap of her mother. 3‘ evms Sourted
death from infancy andthe Lord of Dea o oo
sionate to her. Her premature death cast a.f deep oo o
her friends, and I was the most affected o and. s her
‘new-found brother’, as she used to cull.mel,lelr d discoverve
the genius in her, I encouraged her in AL
arapes g poem(si-o iﬁev::rt::ntou:ie so much of me?”
;O:wtr’ersa:r:il:i, hexhuzw ;3; only knew.tl(;at shfaus was a genius;
a quiet, unobtrusive, simple-minded chxldr;gefx:r > iabmundry,
A few months before she left Madras o Rajabimundey,
she thurst into my hands a sheaf of h..'amd-w:'l.n n manuscript?
d said : “ Now, choose, what you h'ke best i ems.”
alu;el:ted the po'em A Lament Whld?d wai ;o%chal hkx"ae ris-
tic of her mood, and she smiled gnd said : - s 1like that
o I got it immediately publisbed in S madh, ter-
tooti.nal ?:rttlQuarterly, edited by Miss Cha.ttolt): ! :f;ay;al,)oem'
?vaasoalso her friend. Littlewc;isd i t;x:;) :::::sfx g ;a that poem,
. ago, . .
gz(::egr?dx:rg‘t:l:tz,y ;fi is selecting th:itt:::ypl;l;ltli:uicﬁl,aln ﬁ
i recordi ol
aOlll'tlalbeit ‘in?onstgaot\‘slmlggazine (;gml;erout of the px:(:‘jssnzit!nost on
{he day’ot?ll;er death. A strange but sad coincide

A LAMENT

“Stars of midnight, sil:g n;z dirge .
stillness of the lom.e y’ sky.

ISuad be the strain of life’s farc-w.eltl,,

Yet mourn not long but gently s.lg t

“ Silent stars, through darkes.tf nllgﬂh .

With death’s pale seal so s!"d'om iv’e,m.

The mourning wind my wail n ,

Yet weep not stars that see me di€.
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* Folded in the wings of solemn fate,
I flit, a phantom in the breeze,
Yet, stars, weep not,

Since from earth's care ] pass to ease ”,

Hers was a short life,

but rich with sweet fragrant
friendship. The young,

tender, lotus-bud (Padma) that
blossomed and enlivened us with such grace and beauty is
no more with us, but the subtle aroma of her life still lingers
with us to chasten and p

urify our little lives. Great Triend,
sweet soul, when may we see you again |

From the Bottom Rung
BY K. S. VENKATARAMANI

i own
WE owe our primacy ia the scheme of things to t:: e
daring and enterprise, the courage to trea;ld x;;:ncl: hs. e
very few show it, and often only when the

ily poor. Our progress has been very slow and }ntm:;l;
sari . bee i
deve{'opment pathetically snall-l}ke. d'lzt":cu zus:nd o
terrible waste of a fecund energy 1s tht;e . , and & s,
blind and cruel, training which p youmw g oy in
schools and colleges the world over and no
India'I.‘he education of the young, gver)'bodl_r agtroee& 1-'; tﬂot:l ﬂ::
our welfare. Theoretically the mpulge lsto o iton e
most liberal lines. But the lower instinct i’
lise, arising out of Fear, the yet umh'th R
the’ jungle, to walk the same path mhold. Ay
ings of the herd, has yet & very strong hold >
D efoce cally s ene;'gy w;:::::ii:ﬁ to generation. We

made, from . same

ﬁku:ftg:es;:le]{rack to the water’s edge‘angl .dnnrl;vttr thrzn ame
pool, even though the splendid and vitalising

', i ah&d-‘ . s .
maJestlmllti, xrdiley :vzrayrghing, crushing .out. md:gguahty.
rtist‘i’:l:vilit'ex:ity. Success is purgly Q}Janﬂﬂsi::;; chemmassistry
;roduction the sole aim of the University.

. . There is no
of the nature of man is sull & gs;o:ig::rs{lbtfy changing
refining process going on in his —no lowering of the

i eration to generation, ring of the
gl;iat;r:::l ::n enhancing of the divine ;le:;::;s l:ruelty, The
¢ passion, the same hatred, greed, “them'selves 7, love
f;mpower an'd exploitation, still e:zl('ias yipiigtey
j dencies, shouts deeds. et
ess g:tf:;ni:x:;nmented better the modes of execution
gress
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the objects and ideals are still as low as ever,
eternal recurrence seems to hold humanityei:x ifs\, g:i}x};:pﬁ
A A drastic change in the methods will alone save us
llow utmost freedom to the mind of the young. Give its
energy the joy ‘of spontaneous movement fmk a i't:l
more to the present and the future, and far le;s to the pasi )
_We now chpg like a limpet to the ageless rocks,blind z;nd
motionless, pinning our faith to a pious treading oi' the dead

g:::i etsheiW i:lr;echanical pqrtions of History, toits dates and
enricm,nem :Ft ev;r seeking to couvey its emotion for the
our future. Qur schoolsand colleges are erected

:nn? g;ig?; ivsvla;lste, strewn with the bones and the skeletons of

it nmu.iShmp::t% And we cheerfully ask our youngmen to
Onty et rom this. . Even saw-dust is kinder food.

will put s oS! }llc change in school and college curricula

worthy of e - ! le way to aghneve a future for the race
= fglind mner' prophecies and angelic tendencies.

ce of Agriculture ig vastly more important for

olr well.hed
Geo;vrzl:)lll)emgdthan the soul-blasting science of Economics :
l ¥ and Astronomy than History ; Biol Soci

ogy and Eugenics than ’ ey and

Poetry - Mathematics; Philoso

and pattll::tlilcl;gg:ilgﬂ: ntd Indo-Germanic. The p:l::(yiit-?irl:(el
N T exts, rules and boO

slate, should yield to the subtler ang more per\:xss:ivzh?gsaz?

with ti . 3
tinsel and gold, while the God-enshri(r)l:d (tjg;oir:ufnai

away,invisi i .
ay.invisible to us in the mists of 5 brilliant and strange sky.
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South Indian Portraits

By T. G. ARAVAMUTHAN' .
111
MEDIEVAL SCULPTURE

THE general oblivion which has come over the history
of south India from the decline of the Pallavas to the rise
of the Cholas of the Vijayalaya line (about the close of the
gth century A.D.) envelops also the history of this branch of
sculpture in that period. The revival of the Cholas under
the kings of the dynasty founded by Vijayalaya leads also
to a renajssance of art and from this period we have sculptu-
ral material enough to base reliable conclusions upon.

A fine ‘ seated figure, about 3 feet high, with a bared
head’ [Fig. 9], in the temple at Nandi,* the finest and the
most ornate of the Dravidian temples in the province, is pro-
bably the earliest known example of post-Pallava portraiture.
The statue which is * decorated with ornaments and is in the
posture of meditation’ is said by tradition to represent a
Chola king.* Whatever view we may hold of the possibility
of its being a portrait of a Chola king there can be 1o doubt
but that it is a fine specimen of the sculptor’s art. It is now
found in the oldest portion of the temple,— 2 portion attribut-
able to the close of the eighth century A.D.* Were it not
that it is 2 moveable figure and that additions were made to
the temple in the 1Ith century and later, we could have little
doubt about the date of the sculpture. -

Perhaps to this same period we have to attribute the
sculptures in a rock-cut shrine at the foot of the hill at
Kunnakudi* among which are tound figures of the king
and queen who had the caves constructed.’

In a niche of a rock-cut cave in the Siva temple at

3Chickballapur Tq., Kolar Dt., Mysore State.
SMysAS. AR. 1914 12: 20. 87b. 1914 : 152 23
#Sivaganga Tq., Ramnad Dt. SMER.1924:2: 5.
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Tirumalai® is ‘a standing figure in relief of a king (?) about
6 feet in height flanked on either side by an attendant. The
one on his left stands with folded arms while the other— a

dwarf— holds a huge umbrella over his masters’s head.

Below this group is an ornamental fower vase with a
goat on its right and a peacock on the left’* The
figure in the centre of the group is perhaps Skanda, and not
a king; the person who stands at one side with arms folded
across the breast is, more probably, a king who was a devotee
of Skanda. His attitude recalls that of the Pallava at
Kunnandarkoyil. The figures are cut out of the rock but
show a coat of lime appropriately painted over. If we may
judge from the present appearance of the figures, the
sculptures must be attributed to a period somewhat later than
those at Kunnakkudi mentioned above.

At Vallimalai®— a place whichisin the heart of the
country once ruled over by the Banas,— we have an
mage carved in relief on a rock not far from a Jaina basti
which was constructed by the Western Ganga king
Rajamalla (c. 870 A.D.) on his wresting the country round
about from a Bana king. An inscription below the relief
states that itis an image of Devasena, the pupil of the
Bana king’s Jain preceptor, Bhavanandin, and that it was
set up by another Jain guru, Aryanandin.*

Another early example is a figure, about a foot in height,
carved in relief on the south wall of the central shrine of the
Siva temple at Tiruvaduturai® Beside the figure is

1Tiruppattur Tq., Ramnad Dt. S4SI.S.AR. 1911: §3.
8Chittoor Tq. and Dt.

4MER.1805: 3-4: 10, El. iv. 140-3 and late xi. n
thought tg;t numerous other images at vmeious ::hezl? ?-:m f::nl:ar:tb:’e
portraits (MER. 1909: 69:5, 1909 : 70:8, 1910: 76-9: 1.4), but I have
ascertained by an examination of the inscriptions themselves (nos. 67-74,
691-705 and 722-31 of 1905, 330-2 of 1908, 62-8 and 75 of 1910),— estamp-
ages of which were kindly shown to me by the Madras Epigrap’hist.— that
they have no title to be called such, except perhaps the image below which
the name Ajja-nandi is engraved (5S4 of 1910; see MER. 1910: 76: I).
Perhaps it may be pointed out here that later sculptures are knowa which
seem to represent some Jaina preceptors (see, for instance, MER. 1921: 8
g4e and pl.1(2),1924:5 :7, and MysAS. AR. 1925: 51: no. 44) g:t we
have no justification for considering them portraits. ’

S$Mayavaram Tq., Tanjore Dt.
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engraved a name showing that the figure represents
Tiruk-karralip-Pichchar,* a contemporary of the Chola king,
Parantaka I (c. 907-945 A.D.).* The figure holds the
hands joined in the usual attitude of salutation.

How popular the practice of carvingsthe figure of a
devotee or a temple-builder was may be seen in this temple.

" On one wall is executed the relief of a standing figure

worshipping a linga, and it is identified, in an inscription
beside it, as that of one Daman Amalan.® Besidea similar
relief on another wall runs an inscription which says that the
figure is that of a devotee, Ambalavan Tiruvisaluran Tiru-
Navukku-Araiyan.* Beside a standing figure, ‘ina wor-
shipping attitude with palms raised above the head, on the
same wall, is found a similar inscription which says that.lt re-
presents a devotee named Ilaiya® Tiru-Navukku-Araiyar,*
who was perhaps a younger brother or ason or a g_rand-
son of the person mentioned above. On this same w?ll is the
relief of Karrali-Pichchar which has been already nptlced. Qn
another wall a relief shows two figures, one standmg. behlpd
the other in front of a linga, and beside them runs an 1nscrip-
tion to say that the first person is Eluvan Sandaradittan who
constructed a tier of the temple and that the other is Nakkan
Vannattadigal, a maid servant of the palace.” We do not
know how the man and the woman were related to ea}ch
other but they seem to have both contributed to the building
of the tier. Thus, on the various walls of one terpgle are
found carved five separate relievos of devotees and it is very
doubtful if more than two of them were in any way related

to each other. ' -
Below an image on the wall of a mandapa in the Siva

1Was he a brother or other relation of Adittan-Karralip-Piratti, a
queen of Parantaka I? (See MER. 1919: 94:9)-

: f 1925.
sSMER. 1925: 80-1, and /b.1925: 1320 ' .
SMER. 1925 : 141 of 1925. Mr.G. V. Srinivasa Rao, ghgef Alsa:xsmm of
the Madras' pigra' phist, had the kindness to examine for their palzography
this and the three inscriptions referred to below.

¢Jb. 1925: 133 of 1925. 5Thatis,‘iun;:r ;l
SMER. 193%: I3 of 1925. vp. 1925 : 106 of 1935
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GANDAR-ADITYA

temple at Tirukkurugavur' is inscribed
_ \ : the name of an
ascetic, Venayﬂ-udalyan Ilatangilai Aruran®.
b In tlfe S_xva temple at Kadambarkoyil® is a bas-relief
m;wAv‘vlk;xch Is engraved, in characters of about the 10th cen-
~U., an inscription which says that that stone temple
was built by one Arulperra-devar.* 7 one femp
- é.\nother example of the same century is to be found in
€ Siva temple at Kuhur® where an inscription records
ltll;i‘l‘ti tha; temple, also of stone, was built by one Madam-
yar Varaguna-tondar, and his ) i
the ety 1s likeness is sculptured above
In the Siva temple at Konerirai ' i
; erirajapuram,’ there is a
group of ﬁgur&s carved in rather low relief and below it
runs a.n 1nscription to the effect that the temple was raised in
the reign of Uttaqla-Chola (c.969-985 A. D.) by his mother
ie;i:bxyan-ma_-dewya}', in the name of her husband, Gandar-
: tya. The Inscription proceeds : ‘ This is (the image of ) the
glorious Gandar-Aditya-deva which was (caused to be) made
in this sacred stone-temple in the posture of worshipping
the sacred feet of the lord” 1In the group, Gandar-
Aditya sits squatting before a linga, his har'lds joined

1Shiyali Tq., Tanjore D1,
SMER. 1919: 44 of 1918
$Kulittalai Tq., Trichinopoly Dt.
YMER. 1918: 37 of 1918

*Kumbhakonam Tq., Tanjore Dt.
SMER. 1918 : 368 of 1917
8S11. iii. no. 148,
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in salutation, and behind him are his attendants, the
first of them holding a sword in one hand and a fly-whisk in
the other and the second bearing an umbrella,— all which are
emblems of sovereignty.* _

A bronze statue found in this temple [Fig. 10} 1s
attributable to this period. Though we are not able to de-
cide whom it represents, it has all the individuality ofa
portrait, »

Another relief in the same temple has appended to it an
inscription to say that the relief represents one Sattan Guna-
battan who built a shrine in that temple at the instance of
Udaiya-Pirattiyar, aliag Sembiyan-ma-deviyar, the mother
of Uttama-Chola.® In this instance, we have a portrait of
the agent of the person who caused the temple to be built and
not of the principal.

A shrine was raised to Chandesvara in this temple
in 1085 A.D. by a private individual who had his own
figure and that of Chandesvara cut on the west wall of the
shrine.® It is curious that it should have been thougt'nt
neccessary to figure the god on the outside of the wall of his
own shrine. :

At this place, Konerirajapuram, we find, therefore, that a
practice has obtained, from the time when the temple was
begun, about 975 A. D., of placing in it likenesses represent-
ing the person in whose name the temple was built, the
person who built it and the person who had the actual conduct
of the work of construction. ] )

On a wall of the Siva temple at Tiruv;salur‘ is carved
in low relief the figure of a worshipper (Fig. 11] and close
by runs an inscription® recording the construction of the

mandapa by one Ananta-Sivan ; perhaps we may take t.he
f and th tion together and infer that the relief

relief and the inscrip ;
is a representation of Ananta-Sivan, the builder of the

1The oditor of the inscription in S/J. has gone completely astray in his
identifications.
8SII. iii. no. 147. sKumbhakonam Tq., Tanjore Dt.

AMER. 1910 81 : 24. sMER. 1907 : %0 of 1907.
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mandapa. The worshipper is shown not with hands joined in
anjali but stretched out soliciting boons.

We have already seen how the memory of Gandar-
Aditya was perpetuated by Sembiyan-ma-devi, his queen.
Her memory im turn seems to have been perpetuated in a
statue set up to her in a temple to Siva which she had herself
built at Sembiyan-ma-devi, a village* which she re-named
after herself and made a gift of to the temple. Grants of land
too seem to have been by made the assembly of the village
for the offering of food to her image.*

Gandar-Aditya’s brother, Arimjaya, reigned for some
time and died at Arrur and, years afterwards, his grand-son,
Rajaraja I (of whom we shall presently have to say more)
erected a temple in his honour as a palli-padas at Melpadi
and named it Arimjiga-Isvara.®
When Arimjaya’s son, Sundara-Chola, or Parantaka 11,

died after a distinguished reign his queen put an end to

herself by committing sati. Kundavai, the daughter of this

couple, had such regard for her parents that when her
brother Rajaraja I built the great temple at Tanjore, she
installed in it images of her father and mother,—that is of
Pyantaka II* and his queen,"— and made ample pro-
vision for worship being offered to each of them.®

In the last days of Rajaraja I (985-1013 A. D.), the great
Chola king who built the famous Brihad-Isvara temple at
Tampre,’ the manager of the temple seems to have set up
a solid image of Rajaraja along with a similar one of his
queen, Loka-maha-devi, in the temple to the building of which

that king devoted the treasures he acquired in his numerous

conquests. An‘inscription in the temple does not seem
to be susceptible of any other interpretation.® The
INegapatam Tq., Tanjore Dt.

SMER. 1926 481 of 1295.

3SII. iii. p. 23, no. 15, 1 3 D H

oe S | P- 23, no.15, line 1; p. 25, no. 16, line 1; p. 26, no- 37,
40, ﬁ no. 6, paras I, 13-14. &3, ii. no. 6, paras 1, 3-5-

qnee::n' 1li. no. 6, paras 13-18 for the king, and Ib., paras. 19-3¢ for the
TTanjore Tq. and Dt.

SSIL. il. no. 38, paras 14, 17,44, 47 ; see also Jb. ii, (40), 152.
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measurements of the two images and t!xe ped&sta‘ls are glhx::
in the inscription : the image of the king was ontclea mu anci
four viral and a half in height from tl.le feet to the tn', and
that of the queen was ‘ twenty-two vtrql and two orawere
height’ Among the jewels with Wthh‘ the statues ;
decked were ‘sacred arm-rings’ and ‘sacred esa.r-.tmg.‘sé
It is also worth noting that a ]amp was .kept burning in ¢
presence of the king’s statue, just as if it were an ugage '(t)h
the deity.* No image now in that. temple is identifiable t?:ve
that of the queen. Loka-maha-devi : her statue seems to ave
disappeared. A king’s statue [Flg. 12) is found a;)rtr;zixﬁ the
images now in the temple, but itis e;ceedm_gly dou firs
the statue to which the above-mentioned 1nscqptxonh re. 1o
All that we know of this statue has be?n summax:xsgd thus: iy
the Brihadisvara temple at Tanjore i1sa m_etalllc image med
the label, quarqjendra-chola-rqja of the btg te"llptl;: beet:gra%h d
on the pedestal in the modern Tam}g a pms 'oi;ned e
king is represented as standing with both s}!pa;lt itjis ned to-
gether in a worshipping pose. As a work ofa , - v:ith
second-rate specimen, not to be oompafed a.vou{g , lfa et
the image of Krishna-raya at Tirumalai. Itis m:j that this
image receives all the honours it} the terpple an :t 1 the
god is taken out in procession, this .royal m}agetl estr:ofers he
deity. The name as given on the image evidently tiematel
the Chola king Rajaraja I, for it was he who w?(s in A thi);
connected with the construction and the u;: eep o s
temple. It should be a later work done t :) pel:;pe uate
the memory of the founder of the greal ecl:r’}o l;Orates
tradition locally current about this image a soto Toborates
this view.”* Onelook at this bronze 1S enwght o Lt
compared with the many icons in the.safne fe;nag e Which
were set up in the days of Rajaraja 1 l:j. is 00 e e
quality, especially in regard to fhe mqulflrelgd o e
The fine idealism and the wgo@s 'chr ey wooden
oo O anir.n?.(tie' tll;ifrthifurtiev;}:ight lof the statue of
and unspeakably rigid. ’

: 81,
1571, ii. no. 41, para 2. SMER. 1925
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Rajaraja 1 which was set up in his times is known to us from
the inscription in the temple ; this beight does not tally with

the beight of the image which now passes for Rajaraja’s.' -

The characters on the pedestal are attributable to the
sevenieenth century: at any rate, they do not belong to
Rajaraja’s times. From all that we know of Rajarzja we
cannot but hold it extremely probable that the manager of the
temple acted on Rajaraja’s wishes in setting up the two
statues and providing that the king’s image should accom-
pany the utsave-vigraha of the god in the processions of
the great festivals. Perhaps we have to suppose that the
original statues were lost and that the present statue was
substituted much later when the metal worker's art had.
degenerated greatly in this part of the country. Had the
original bronzes survived they would have been of unique
artistic value, for they are not merely the very earliest
portrait statues of metal the date of which is indisputable,—
though we have many specimens of icons of metal of
much earlier date,— but they are also specimens of a period to
which some of the very best south Indian bronzes belong.

_ An image of even the priest who officiated in the temple
seerns {0 have been set up in the time of Rajaraja I and
another priest,* Isana-Siva-pandita, made provision for the
burning of a lamp before that image?

At Kalahasti* in the Siva temple stands a bronze
about 234 feet in height, [Fig.13] on the pedestal of which runs
an inscription stating that it is a likeness of Sola-ma-deviyar
and was cast under the orders of Rajendra~chola-deva.*
Evidently this Sola~ma-deviyar is one of the queens of the
great Rajaraja I and ber statue was set up’ under the orders
of her stepson Rajarajendra 1.

To abanit this time belongs a piece of -sculpture in the

Siva temple at Olagapuram® showing a king worshipping
a linga.
*1 took the weasurements in June 1925

] am not satisfied that ‘ priest® is o correct.rende rd in
the text, Gurukkal. vlag of the wo
3811, 5. no. 96, para B3, *Kalahasti Ty, Chittoor Dt

SMER. 1523 : 168.-b of 1939

*Tindivanam Tq., South Arcot Dt.
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A devotee gave to the Siva temple at Annur,' in 1031
A. D, some gold for a twilight Jamp, assigned over some of

his servants for service in the temple and also presented

metallic statues of himself and his wife. We have here the
ﬁr.st instance of a donor to a temple accompanying his gifts
with statues of himself and of his wife.*

. In the Siva temple at Srimushnam® the reciter of the
Tirup-padiyam or *‘the Sacred Decad’ a hymn in ten
stanzas to the god of that temple) was, for long, one
Tambiran-tolan Manakkanjaran, and on his death an image
of him was set up in one of the gopuras of the temple*

In the Siva temple at Kalahasti stands a pair of bronze
figures, each with hands joined in the atitude of worship.
One of the figures is a male and the other is a female
[Fig. 14]. At one end of the pedestal of each statue is a pro-
jection from which springsa post the top of which, where it
reaches almost the height of the joined hands, is shaped into a
cup-like lamp. As an inscription on a wall of the same temple,
dated in 1119 A. D., says that a lady made a gift of 96sheep
to the temple out of the yield of which was to be bunt a
perpetual light in a lamp-stand cast after the form of her
deceased brother, Kettan-Adittan, a servant of a Chola
captain,* we may conclude that the male figure represents
Kettan-Adittan and that it was set up after his death by a
relation of his. The other statue, which represents a woman,
resembles the former so closely in the features that the
suggestion may be ventured that it represents the sister and
that it was set up by either herself for her own merit or after
her death by her relations asa memorial. The two bronzes
would seem, therefore, to be statues of a brother and sister.
They are very fine specimens of the metal-worker’s art and
have all the marks of individualised portraits. Statues holding
lamps in their hands are common, but these bronzes are

1Avanasi Tq., Coimbatore Dt. SMER. 1923: 594 of 1922.

sChidambaram Tq., South Arcot Dt. ) o
sMER. 1916: 235 of 1916, Palzographically this iascription is

assignable to the 15th century A.D.
5[p. 19a3: 95 of 1923.
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A Brahaman made in 1128 A.D., *a gift of 20 kalanju
of gold of 934 fineness for burning daily a twilight lamp,
with ghee and camphor both morning and evening, in the
Vishnu temple at Tirukkannapuram. The inscription
recording this gift goes on to state that he ° presented for
the purpose a bronze lamp-stand made after his own
image,’ and assures us that ‘ the gift was accepted by the
Sri Vaishnavas of the village and those versed in the
sacred lore’* This gives us an instance of lamps being
held in temples not only by figures of females in the form
of dipa-lakshmis but also by figures of men.

A relief in the Sathakopa mandapa of the famous
temple of Srirangam® is popularly said to represent the
great Tamil poet, Kamban (12th century), who, according
to tradition, recited his version of the Ramayana in that
hall and obtained the approval of the learned Vaishnavas
of the place.

Beside a sculpture on the wall of the Siva temple at
Tiruvidaimarudur,* picturing a linga, 2 worshipper, an
attendant and a lamp-stand, is an inscription mentioning
two names which perhaps were those of the worshipper
and the attendant.’

Int the.Siva temple at Tirumalai® is placed a f.igure
carved in stone [Fig. 17] which is probably to be assigned
to this century. That it represents a chief seems to be
indisputable, but we are unable to identify him.

Tnside the Siva temple at Kurudumale,” *stand oppo-
site to the linga, three statues which are said to represent
the later Chola chief Tlavanji Vasudeva Raja and his con-
sorts [Fig. 18] The chief, who belongs to the 13th century,

imag taken out of the dark cornerof the
po-Fop f“&’m.?’ou ] e"“Ou fx‘:minationof the register in

the Tﬁﬂk office at Belur, an entry of a metallic image of Vishnu
amoog other things was found.’
1Naooitsm Tq., Tanjore Dt.  *MER.1923: 509 of 1932
$Trichinopoly Dt «Kumbhakonam Tq., Tanjore Dt.
SMER. 1908: 267 of 1907, refesable palseographically to the Ith
ceatury A.D.
* eSivaganga Tq., Rampad Dt. TMulbagal Tq., Kolar Dt Mysore State
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unique in that a special support is provided for ea.ch lamp and
the hands are left unencumbered so that they might be fully
joined in salutation. These statues present a combinathn of
the two common motifs— 3 devotee standing in the at}lmﬂle
of salutation with hands joined in anjali, and his holding in
his hands a lamp for a light kept perpetually burning for his
merit.

Ina niche of the famoys Kesava temple at Belur®
stand two figures whom tradition identifies as Vishnu-
vardhana,* the great Ho

ysala king, (1104-1141 A. D.)
and his queen Santale [Fig. 15}. This Vishnuvardhana is

Converted to Vaishnivism by
of magnificent temples.
tured and were doubtless
Among the metallic
the same king, Vishnuva
foot and a half in height
The hair is wound into a
in the photo). This isa

Ramanuja and as the builder
The figures are carefully sculp-
good likenesses,

images in this temple is one of
rdhana. *The image is about a
standing on a pedestal [Fig. 16].
knot behind the head. (Not visible

Vaishnavite custom, It is not how_f-
ever positively known whether Vishnu-vardhana kept his

hair in such 2 style. The figure is highly adorned wit'h
ear-rings, necklace and ornaments. A sheathed sword is
suspended from the girdle on the left side and a dagger on

the right side. On the image, discus, conch and certain
lines and circles are drawn o the palm of the hand,

fingers and legs indicating great fortune. These are not
visible in the photo.’®

1Belur Tq., Hassan Dt., Mysore State,
R. A, Narasimhachariar, Monograph on the Kesava Temple, Belwr, 2.
JMysAS.AR. 1926:7:58. 1n a king letter to me, dated July 13, 1927,
- R. Shawa Sastri, Director of Archarolagical Researches, Mysore, wrote
thus: ‘When Mr. Rama Rao, Assistant, Mysore Archaeological
Department, visited the Kesava temple at Belur last year, the Archak
named Mutubbatta informed him of the existence of a metallic image of
Vishnuvardhana in the garbkagrihg, unknown to outsiders. It was neither
worshipped nor taken out in brocession. Mr. Rama Rao prevailed upon
the Archak to show the image ang allow it to be photographed. When
questioned as to the feasons for identifying it with Vishnuvardhana, the
Archak referred 10 a register of the images and other artjcle of the temple
kept in the Taluk Office and said that the image was traditionally handed
down from Archak to Archak as that of king Vishnuvardhana. Also he
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~ MODERN ART

. discern &
From about the fifteenth century period we _gh'sc;em,
change in sculptural methods and technique whi
to indicate the early beginnings of modern art.

in
‘On a beam of the tower called Nayudu-mandapa

the middle’ of the village of Karempudi,* an .'“’“'fit;a_
of 1445 A. D, ¢ records the erection of the tower by
raksha Timanga

»S0n of a Macherla Chennudu, 3} th;;ﬁ
where ilama N ayudu planted his spear. red o0
persons and some others of this family * are all figu ina
the beam, some holding spears and others standing

ogether
Worshipping posture.’®* These sculptures are alt
devoid of artisitic merit,

: da .
,On the wall of what s known as the P e,“ufco:m.
Gate’ of the Siya temple- at Devarayadurga® ‘is

. d
tured a figure holding a wna or lute in the "‘htt::izg
with a labe] in characters of about the 15th century s
that the figur

4
€ Tepresents the musician Virupanna
This musician wag Perhaps attached to the temple. and
Standing figures, each about a foot in height the .
wearing a cloak anq leaning on a staff, are found m“id
mandapas of the Sjya temple at Hoskote ;* these are

d
to be statues of Tamme Gauda; who built that temple x?th
built the fort of Hoskote about the close of the
century.* Similar

figures are found in other tet'nl:‘:;
such as thoge g¢ agadi, Rampura, Kempesagara at
Viiayanasa,r (Hampi), anq they are believed to represe
gencrally the builders of the respective temples.®

T | O
Ta. and Dt Mysore State, SMysAS. AR.1918: 3
*Hoskote Tq., B,

Stats.
" 9199 5: 17, TAN these places are in the Mysors
*MysASAR 1g1g: 5, » 1915: §: 11 and 1918: 14.
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60 TRIVENI
is said to have built or renovated the temple.”* He wears

a beard and all the three figures hold their hands joined in

salutation. As sculptures they are not satisfactory,
though they are not wanti

ng in expression.
A man is aecompained by his wife and by three atten-
dants in a sculptured gr

oup in the mandapa of the Malli-
karjuna temple at Kuruvattj.2 The sculpture is remark-

able for its showing the mag in 2 unique pose,—that of

reading a palm-leaf book [Fig. 19]. Perbaps the conjecture
may be hazarded that he

Lokabharana-deva (c. 1200 A,

been connected with the villa
A bronze,

‘ treasure-trove ’

to be a statue of a Joca} chief[Fig. 20]. 1n hands folded in
anjali he holds a rosary.

Two Stone-figures at the entrance into the centrus
shrine of the Lakshmi-Narasimha temple at Korukonda,
Perhaps representing respectively Lakshmi-dasi, a

Courtezan, and Mummadi—Nayaka, a local chief, seem to
have their story told in a long Sanskrit inscription in that
temple.* ¢ The temple

on the hill came into existence ’
during this chief’s reign, in 1363 A, D,, ‘ under very peculiar
circumstances, A Vaishnava teacher, Bhattari, of whom
Mummadi was the devoted disciple, told the chief one day
that he had reacheq the last of his human births and as
Soon as the mortal frame Was given up, he would appear
in the form of Lakshmi-Narasimha on the hill at Koru-
konda. Soon after this revelation the teacher died and all
about his re-birth as Gog Narasimha was apparently for-
gotten. A dancing gi {

ge and the temple.®
about two feet in height, recovered as

1MysAS. AR, 1914 : 21: 33,
®MER. 1919 230 of 1918.
‘Raiahmlmdry Tq., Godavari Dy, .
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SHarapanahaile Tq., Bellari Dt.
¢Cuddalore Tq., South Arcot Dt.
SMER. 1913 : ¢4 of 1913,

at the village of Gandar-kottai,* seems '
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. le. She

. ing girl to build a temp her, -
andred i rags btog o money, lded o g
earned the amount required, built a temp at the time o
therein Parasara-Narasimha, Pl’ese"_“'t‘g“nce of worship
consecration two villages for the mainte lso substantially
and offerings. Mummadi may havetams:‘ e
helped the dancing girl in building the te a statue [Fig. 21]

Perhaps to about this period belongs al sepulchre in
which is said to have stood on the pnncip. locally known
the famous mutt at Kadri.* The statue is Il probability,
as Gorakh-nath’s. The Kadri mutt 1s,in :of north India
an out-post of the famous Gorakh-nath setfimself. perhaps,
and the founder of the local "m“-w‘: pearance and the
called Gorakh-nath. To judge from 1tst f and was proba-
technique, it belongs to about this ce‘(‘l " Zf the mutt. The
bly placed over the tomb of the foun e; rs back,® it has
statue having been broken some ¥ pewly carved.**
been replaced on the sepulchre by one

sSouth Canara Dt. -
:::E'fﬁ':.u;”: “{mmmﬂ"m*’ﬁ‘m leant on is no

St. Xavier's
easor of Indian History at St Xevets
SFather H. Heras, S.J., Prof and put them together :
College, Bombay, discovered the pie

kindness to take a photograph for me
208
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On one of the faces of a tall garuda-stambha in the
Vishnu temple at Ummattur? is carved ‘a male figure,
about 3 feet high, standing with folded arms and wearing
a garland, a dagger and large ear-rings, which probably
represents some Ummattur chief who built or renovated
the temple’ during the period (about the I6th century)
when they held sway over the neighbourhood.*

*On the floor ’ of a portion of the temple at Nandi *are
a few prostrating figures with labels over them, one of
them representing the Avati chief Bayirappa,’ who
belonged to the 16th century. ‘Similar figures are also
found on the navaranga floor of the north shrine.”

A copper statue of the renowned Vijayanagara king,
Krishna-deva-raya (1509-39 A. D.)is found in the famous
temple of Tirumalai* where it must have been placed by
him in token of his great devotion to the deity of that place.
His statue is one of a group of three figures; he stands in
the centre and a queen, Chinna-devi, stands on one side of
him, and another queen, Tirumala-devi, stands on the
other® [Fig.22]. The identity of each figure is placed beyond
all doubt by the label incised prominently on a shoulder of
each statue. All the three statues are made of copper and
they are excellent examples of repousse-work. Each statue
is made in two hollow sections, a frontal and a rear one,
and the sections are put together so as to give the
appearance of a solid statue and are kept in position
by rivets. They are exceedingly well-proportioned with-
out exception and are executed with considerable skill—the
workmanship being very delicate in places. The king’s
statue is about four feet in height, but the statues of the
queens have been made to a proportionately smaller scale,
in deference, in all probability, to the Indian artistic
tradition of figuring the minor members of a group to a
smaller size than that of the principal figure.

1Chamrajnagar Tq., Mysore Dt., Mysore State.
3Mys.AS.AR. 1917:13:38. 8Jb, 1914 : 15:23.
4«Chandragiri Tq., Chittoor Dt.
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merit of his king, Achuta-deva-raya, of the Vijayanagar
dynasty, in the temple of Kalahasti, and he made a gift of
two copper images, one of himself and the other of one

Timmaya, so that they might hold lamps before the god.

The inscription alone survives;* the inTages have dis-
appeared. .

A figure of Bhira-rauthu, son of Mukunda-rauthu,
a servant of (Aliya) Rama-raya,® with characteristic
head-dress and a sword, is pictured in what may
be called a line-drawing on a slab on the wayto Upper
Ahobilam?®. :

Statues of two successors of Krishna-raya, one of them
standing by himself, and the other in the company of his
consort, are also found in the Tirumalai temple along with
the group of Krishna-raya and his queens. These successors
of his were also great devotees of the god of Tirumalai and
demonstrated their devotion by numerous and costly gifts.
The group of a king and queen [Fig. 24] is carved in stone. -
No names. are incised and tradition is silent about their
identity, but ‘they may represent . . . king Tirumala’
(1569-72 A. D.) ‘and his queen Vengalamba.* The

single statue [Fig. 25] is about 434 feet in height and is of

repousse work in copper. A name, Venkatapathi-raya,
being engraved on it, we may take it to be 2 statue of Ven-
kata I(1586-1614 A. D.), the son of Tirumala.* This is un-
doubtedly a much better piece of work than the Krishna-
raya group and has all the marks of individuality which

mark a true portrait.
- In the Pudu-Mandapam, in front of the famous Sundara

LMER, 1924: 160 of 1924.

SHe died at the battle of Talikota, 1565 A.D. Gousins, in his
Bijapur and its Axh:‘l:otural Remains (ASL imp_mal Series, vol. 37) 9, fig- 4,
illustrates a sculptural piece which he says 1s a likeness of t};e head of
Rama-rays. Father H. Heras, in his Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara,
i., has accepted this identification. The very narrow forehead, the ugly
grin and the vgkre-danta, or crooked tooth, protruding from either corner
of the mouth are enough to show that the head is merely a piece of
sculptural grotesque. .

8Sirvel Tq., Kurnool Dt. ; MER. 915! 85 of I9I5.

sASI.AR. 1912 189 n. 3. 57p. 1904: 4: 9 ; ASLAR. 1912: 189.
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Vuab@m L Y 7,
Sibnis P oy
§  Llog

DB HE33
K

BHIRA-RAUTHYU
With this copper-statye of Krishna-raya we may
profitably compare a stone statue in a niche of the northern
g:l?u;a‘ of the famgus Siva temple at Chidambaram®
Th;(s: 1su£opul(jarly identified as Krishna-raya’s [Fig. 23].
o ggg) a an some other portions of the temple seem to
€ been built by him about the year 1516 A.D.* The
statue stands a little over a yard in height and appears to
grea:r a(:)van_tage in the illustration than in its native place.
- ssq ordinate of Kris}}na-raya says in an inscription
© Siva temple of Srisailam,® dated in 1530 A. D.,
that he built a mandapa in frong of the bed-room of the god
and presented golden images and set up standing figures

not only of himself and his f. . -
: ather-in-
master Krishna-raya.+ in-law but also of his

In 1538 A. D. one

Ramabtar- .
6,360 pon (gold) ar-Ayyan made a gift of

for a service instituted by him for the

1Chidambaram Tq,, South Arcot Dt.

] i .
SMER. 1914: o8 : 30, Nandikotkur Tq.. Kurnool Dt

*MER. 1915 14 of I9I§.
208
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temple at Madura,* stand tep statues, each of which
represents a king of the Nayaka line of Madura. The tradi-
i atues were set up at the instance of
the king-who stands last, Tirumala Nayaka (1623-52 A.D.)
when he had this mandapa built ; but we have no means
of ascertaining if tradition speaks true. Each statue is of
life-size and above it is an inscribed label bearing a name.

These ten statues must, strictly speaking, be termed
ten groups, for none of these kings stands alone. Each
king is only the Principal figure of 5 group, of which the
minor members are hjs queens or favourites, and occasio-
nally, their issue as well, These minor personages being
carved to a much smaller scale, the principal figure
stands out so prominently as almost to absorb all one's
attention.

The identity of each statue would stand indisputably
established were it pot that the inscribed labels, having
suffered decay and mutilation, have not been quite
adequately deciphered. The physiognomy of the statues
is slightly obscured by the paint with which the faces have
been daubed : indeed, the statyes are painted all over.
A few of the statues are painted yellow in the face, in a
crude endeavour, perhaps, to indicate the complexion of
the subjects. Tradition has it that the practice of painting

the statues is as old as the statues themselves,
The statue of Visvana

days of his accession. Next
f Muttu-Krishnappa (1601-9) :
de as to raise a doubt whether

shorter than the other. The
ninth [Fig, 34] is that of his first son, Muttu-Virappa I

*Madura Tq. and Dt,
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: nd
(c. 1609-23), and the tenth [Fig. 35] is that of the seco
» the great Tirumala. ) .
on \t?\l;hegn we remember that this line of statﬁgstl:’:tgg::
appropriately with the founder of the dyn::l._st)'t?1 > order in
statues from the seventh stand ranged 'ﬂ‘l] T e have
which the respective kings succeeded to the thro éd e
to assume that the statues must have been dra:jnti + throne.
order in which the kings they represent ascende cocm to b
though a few bf the inscriptions and the Statuestatively o
now found wrongly put together. We may tfelt(‘ ishnappa I
sume that the second statue [Fig. 27] is that?i r ‘he third
(1564-72), the son of the founder of th;%l s:ec;f e
[Fig 28.] and the fourth (Fig. 29] aret °2 ), and the
Viswanatha 1I and (Periva) Virappa (157 1'95h; the fifth
latter’s three sons are represented respec.tll;r::") oa I1 alias
[Fig. 30] which is that of (Kumara) Kris e ot of
Lingama (1595-1601), in the sixth [Fig. 31] : mention has
visvappa, and indthe ’;fxvenlg:g oﬁf wt!ll:: eighth statute
made. e i ine of
?ll'*‘ri:d;sl.bi:e;ay be pointed out, is the son of the king o
ixth. . if not
the SX{ tsl:udy of this group makes it clear thaznmzzti’cg the
all, of the statues were set up in the °"d°"t es were set Up
kir,lgs succeeded each other, that all the sta ;’ic group, that
together and were intended to form a dynafsa facaily group,
each statue was itself the principal figure o o
that a statue cmﬂdfbe sel: it l:l:ge llll::tlduel;arted this life
i nd even for those ugh
:l)z:etlfx:ee generations before, that the :tvav;‘:\e;;xgﬂilg tﬁe
posed in conventional attitudes, are not dyet e e
essential characteristics of portraits ar; maké them look
were also painted over in an attempt b?ee the scene in
life-like.* How realistic must hav’e iavs when these
the Pudu-Mandapam in Tirumalasd 'aywrapt devotion
statues, painted to the life, stood rooted in the images of
a little above the common crowd as

1A fine study of the statues is contained in the paper of Father
8
H. Heras, S.]., in Q/MS. xv. 209-18.
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Sundara and Minakshi, the deities of the temple, were
brought in stately procession along the gorgeous aisle of
the mandapa [Fig. 36] through the throng of the surging
multitude !

A group of Tirumala and his queens is placed in the
well-known Vishnu temple at Srivilliputtur* (Fig. 37]
and it deserves to be compared with that at Madaura.
Another statue in the same temple is said to be a repre-
sentation of a brother of Tirumala (Fig. 38].

Statues of Tirumala are found also in the temples at
Tirupparankunram and Alagarkoil®* and they too® bear
close resemblance to the statue in the Pudu-Mandapam at
Madura.

Within the great'temple of Madura itself there stands
a very realistic statue in the usual worshipping attitude but
we have no knowledge of its identity. It is not clear even
that it represents a Nayaka [Fig. 39), but another
figure in the corridor of one of the temple-tanks is
obviously a member of the Nayaka line, though he has not
cared to tell us who he is. Instances of unidentifiable
statues in the temples at Madura need not be multiplied.

In the Pudu-Mandapam is a figure on horse-back,

carved in stone, which is popularly known as a statue of

Arya-natha who helped the first two members of the
dynasty of the Nayakas of Madura to eslablish themselves
firmly in Madura.

A bronze statue of a Nayaka [Fig. 40] inthe Brihad-
Isvara temple at Tanjore affords some compensation for the
artistic degeneracy of the statue of Rajaraja found
in the same temple. Portions of this temple have under-
gone alterations since the days of Rajaraja I and
attached t6 some of the pillars near the nandi-mandapa
are figures of Nayakas {Figs. 47, 42).So we may infer that the
Nayakas of the bronze and the stone statues were perhaps
responsible for some structural alterations in the temple and
were installed in the temple in memory of them.

1Srivilliputtur Tq., Tinnevelly Dt. iMadura Tq. and Dt.
81t has not been possibie to take photographs of these.
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Govinda Dikshita, a well-known scholar and statesnr!;l:
of the last quarter of the sixteen!:h and the first ghu:inﬁ
of the seventeenth centuries rebuilt some famous e
among which are the Siva (Kumbhesvara) tegm—that
Kumbhakonam," and another temple - close by, o-
of Siva at Pattisvaram,® a place of many hISt.onm‘l me ne
ries.® In the latter temple stand two stone %magS.-I- 2he
of Govinda Dikshita and another of his wife [Fig. 4331- jul;t ot
former temple, opposite the shrine of. the goddes,; an.l Saiva
the end of a row of the Canonised Saints of the. ami " the
Church, stand a short linga, about a foot in hexght, anerent
figure of a lady, a yard high,— her hands joined in rtz‘t’ioned
salutation to the goddess in front of whom she hatsh sh‘ .
herself (Fig. 44). On enquiry we are told that thetnga

.Govinda Dikshita and that the lady is his wife. Perhaps by

the time that the renovation of this temple was com;;:::d
Govinda Dikshita had passed away and he was appro;r o iz .
figured in a linga in proof of his having become l:eds Gof .
the Eternal. His wife is represented not in th‘:‘;‘; o ol of
widow but with all her ornaments on, md“dmﬁi h 1:1 Hicates
of jewels,— the mangalya-sutra, the bac’lge w Jncieee
that the husband is yet alive. The lady’s statuedha ne
product of the sculptor’s chisel. She stands bolttih a?h e I-Eligx’-’;xal
assured that her husband has become oné Wi i
and convinced that the goddess of the shrlhI:: she, o
fulness of time, vouchsafe to her the gracet
s mandapa o the St temple at Pativarem,
evidently repaired by Govinda leshxta,t wit have &
gallery of figures which are evidently POl'Pf’ia o]
of members of the Tanjore Nayaka dynaStyi:[ﬁag:;l  own
In the Ramaswami temple aEt Kum.bha.o v\;e hove
to have been built by Govinda lesmtgo free is the
a group which is-instinct with life [Fig. 46]. o e easion
pose, so vigorous is the attitude, so calm llns e would
and ;o majestic is the appearance that the fig

jore Dt.
bhakona j sKumbhakonam Tq., Tanjore
* Tq., Tanjore Dt. 1 iy
';(;mmy bookahcq;cawﬁ, the Mankharis and the Sangam Age
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appear to be idealised pictures of men were it not for their
intensely human expression which stam ps them indisputa-
bly as portrait statues. In all probability, the group
shows Raghunatha-Nayaka and his queens.

Inthe Siva temple on the hills of Sivaganga®' is a
group of three statues, each of which is said to represent
one of three brothers. One of them is ‘a statue of the
Yalahanka chief Kempe Gauda with a label on the
pedestal’ and it ‘ stands with folded hands in front of the
linga cell [Fig. 47]. The figure is about four feet high and
the label gives the date 1608 A. D. Another statuette, about
1) ft. high, also with an inscription on the pedestal,
standing to its left. . . represents Uligam Basavayya
[Fig. 48}, while a third, about 4% feet high, standing to its

right, without a label and holding a lamp in both the hands,,

is said to represent Kempe Somanna. It is stated that
Uligam Basavayya and Kempe Somanna were Kempe
Gauda’s brothers. Kempe Gauda is said to have enlarged
anq liberally endowed the temple.’* The severity of the
design of the statues of Kempe Gauda and Uligam
Basavayya is quite note-worthy and contributes in no
small measure to the artistic excellence of the statues. Fine
and vigorous manhood cannot be more faithfully rendered
in metal.

On one of the pillars of the Vishny temple at
Melkote® is carved ‘g3 bas-relief about 14 feet high, of
the Mysore king Raja-Odayar 1 (1578-1617 A. D.), standing
with folded hands, with the name inscribed on the
base. Tradition makes him so great a devotee of
the god that on the day of his death he was
observed entering the sanctum and was seen no more
afterwards.’* Another Statue of the same king stands
about 2 feet high, in the Lakshminarayana temple at
Mysore, and his connection with that temple is established

*Nelamangala Tq., Bangalore Dt, Mysore State.
2MysAS.AR., 1915: 11-2: 18,

SSeringapatam Tq., Mysore Dt., Mysore State.
*MysAS.AR. 1917: 21: 44
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by an inscription which attributes to him the building of
one of its towers, and by a tradition which _says that so
firm was his faith in the god that when his life was sought
by the machinations of his enemies the god was
pleased to save him by turning into nectar the holy wa‘t;r
in which, before serving it to the king as tzrt.ka-pra.:ﬁj d'
the temple priest had, at the instigation of traitors, adde
poison.t

In striking contrast to the severely simple statues o§
the Kempe Gauda group, is the over-tqoled bronze [Fxg. 49
of another Mysore king, Kanthxrava_-Namsa-O.ley?r
(1638-165 A. D.), found in a temple which he built to
Narasimha at Seringapatam.® It stands somewhat owtrler da:
yard high and wears a robe extravagantly chasedand a wms
dress elaborately ornamented. None the lss. 'the statue se:

1o have ‘a life-like majestic appearance.’® But th; alce
swells with pretention, the arms are tl.u'ust pqt ostenta Ousn{j'
the hands are joined in salutation with frigid ﬁrmne@s.ta;he
the posing of the figure is despicable. A good port;nalomer
bronze may be, but it is certainly no worlE of art.‘ ther
statue of the same king is placed in the Trinesvara temp !
the fort of Mysore along with 1: sgt)u‘e of his successor, Dodda

deva-Raja-Odeyar (1659-72 A. D.). ‘

A gioup ofysatatues in the central corridor ot;h the Sf;x‘:)oug
temple of Ramesvaram® represents chiefs of ! ef ; sop:le
dynasty who have had the control of that tempie, ois ome
centuries past. One of the most life-like st;ntuessetupatis
of Vijaya-Raghunatha [Fig. 50} Inde.ed, t ?ethe N
have held themselves the special guard}ans of th  Lemp
which is one of the most sacred of the shnr.x&s. assogla oo
the hero of the Ramayana. This corridor is indee! auge: at
of statues modelled on the yet more famotl;ls gg tuy a
Madura,— the imitation being certainly due LO §o mi g& is
having been the vassals of the Madura Nayaks.

.. Mysore Dt., Mysore State.
1/b. y920: 3: [0, sSeriogapatam Tq., My

oJb. 1916 27: 35
8MysAS.AR. 1916: 38: 35. Ib. 19
SRammad Tq. and Dt.
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statues ranged opposite those of the chiefs seem to be represen-
tations of their ministers or divans.! These statues do not
depart in essentials from the normal type of figures standing
with hands joined in salutation and all of them seem to show
equal ability on’the sculptor’s part in evoking from the stone
Poses as vigorous as we find in the statues at Madura.

A group of portrait statues is found in the corridors of the
Siva temple at Tinnevelly,* and they seem to represent
chiefs who, under the title of Karthakkal or * Agents, ’ ruled
over that part of the country owing a light feudal
allegiance to the Madura Nayakas ang through them, to the
Vu.ay.anagam emperors.  This corridor of statues is perhaps
an xmxta’tion of the great gallery of Madura.

A similar group of ten statues is found in the garuda-
mandapa of the great Ranganatha temple at Srirangam.*®
[I.?or examples, see Figs. 51 and 52). They seem to be effi-
gies of Nayakas of the Madura line, but, owing to the
absence of inscriptions and even of reliable traditions and
to the sculptures being disfigured with thick coats of white-
wash we are not able to say positively whom they re-
present.

On. a wall of the gopura of the Vishnu temple at
Tirupati are found seven carvings below which is
engraved an inscription of the seventeenth century A.D.to
say that they are a * family group’ of 2 Maha-mandalesvara,
Matla Ananta-rajayya, (son of a Tiruvengalanatha-rajayya,
a Choda Maharaja), by whom the gopura was built®.
}n the same place are also found other images which, accord-
Mg to another inscription, seem to be likenesses of the

Tiruvengala-nathayya above-mentioned. and of his wife®.

1Fergusson and Burgess, History of Indian und Eastern Architectare, i. 384
*Tinnevelly Tq. and Dt. 3Tiruchengodu Tq., Salem Dt.
#Chandragiri Tq., Chittoor Dt.

SMER. 1917 : 764 of 196, and K/, xvi. 248-6

*MER. 1917 : 763 of 1916,
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Youth to the Rescue
By BHAGAT RAM KUMAR

ONE of the many evils of the age we live in is the cheap
coining of phrases by politicians and others, so much so that
ike an inflated currency, these cease to have any valqe, z.md
however much they may elicit our momentary admiration,
they leave little impress behind them. Thus one of the current
Phrases of Indian politics to-day is that the future of India
lies in the hands of the young; we all listen toit with
applause, but how few pause to consider its implications ! In
a sense, of course, the future of every country lies in the
bands of its young men ; upon their character will naturally
depend the character of the next age. But the phrase as
used in India to-day obviously means something more than
this ; it implies that the immediate past and the presengof
our country is not all that it might be, and that radical
reform is to be looked for, not so much from the elder
generation which has grown up into a certain standard of
rigidity, but from the young who are still plastic, and who
still have the opportunity to grow up with, gnd assimilate,
the spirit of the new age. For, each age has its own charac-
teristics, its own note, and healthy growth demands our
conforming to this spirit.

It isiﬁ our f;’I;ure to recognise this last fact tha.t a
great deal of the ills of our society are due. Cons.ervansx.n
is good and useful so long as we conserve the best in us; it
is poisonous when we begin to conserve all. The two banks
of a river are essential to conserve its waters from spreading
far and wide, causing not only immedl?.te d‘&strucnon, but
losing its own life-giving powers and infecting the whole
neighbourhood with disease. But equally vital for the health
of the waters is the opening into the sea, so that the river is
kept ever fresh, ever young, and therefore always healthy.
Constant change, so far as the form is concerned, is a Law of
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Nature writ large over God’s creation; hence its freshness,
its beauty, its health.

But how often do we hunran beings not transgress the
most natural of God’s laws! And thus we find that whereas
all Nature takes a pride in change,—change of form,
because the spirit is changeless—it is only man who takes a
pride in so-called Conservatism. As if it is a matter for
pride that we have succeeded in mummifying customs and
usages which were dead centuries ago! Well might the
waters of the river take a pride in being stagnant and creat-
ing marshy lands, for is it not a proof of their conservatism ?

Particular customs and conventions have their time and
their place, and when they have served their purpose, they
must give place to others more adapted to the changed
times ; otherwise they must inevitably stagnate and poison
the whole body-politic. Thus at all times, and in all places,
it must inevitably fall to the young to gradually change the
customs and conventions of saciety ; and normally the change
is so gradual as to be almost imperceptible. But if the
customs become entrenched in some strong-hold—-whether
religious or social—and the youth have not the courage and
resource to attack them, then they inevitably become
dead-stones round the neck of society, growing more powerful
with each age, until they may well stifie its life.

Such is the danger of Indian Society to-day, and hence
the appeal to its youth to come to its rescue. There are
times in our lives when only a surgica) operation will avail us ;
it is so with our society to-day. Half measures are of little
avail. We must be prepared for an operation and cut off the
deadweights of our society.

If we try to look for the fundamental cause that has been
eating away the very vitals of Indian Society, we shall
discover it in the spirit of exclusion that has assumed such
formidable proportions to-day. It isa fundamental axiom of
politics that the body-politic is as much a single, indivisible,
organism as the human body; and yet how far are
we from this conception! Religion within religion, caste
within caste, sect within sect, what a mosaic puzzle
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do we not present to the outsider! This would not

- . _® . d the
course, if these divisions did not go beyon:
mﬁé oi;But as alfmatter‘ of fact, they have created an

exclusive spirit of the most objectionable kind v:xtm;xt tl'::
narrowest limits. It is not to the country that our qy: )l'm :
in the first instance expressed, not even 1o our rehg}o t;eing
rather to the caste and the sect. We take pride, not mdaliars
Indians, or Hindus, but in being Iyers or Iyen.ga.rs, Mu s
or Reddys. And even within these parrow limits, we cri;and
narrower limits, so that there are sub-castes of Ilyl-esr:(,:t and
Iyengars, Mudaliars and Reddys. Each such sma sect bas
becomea world and a lawuato itself ; refusing A:d ine,
marry or mix on friendly terms, with the other.tha o
noxious spirit has so thoroughly saturated us hat e oo
nothing absurd in a Brahmin not co-operating I:?ush Noo-
Brahmin, or a Hindu not co-operating with 2 ::m et
in political and economic matters, on the mere gr

As if this was not emough, every art a:?atge:;
is used to patent our diﬁerenoes,_a.nd to perpe uate 2nd
intensify them by giving them a religious significan . The
Iyengars, the Iyers, the Mudaliars, the Lingayats and the
thousand others must .invent different castet-m; ks and
religiously put them on their foreheads to show to ach other
that they are not what others are. Different ca st
shave their heads in different manner, :g. pmcla'rm'b;ns
the same interesting fact (O the wor | ucbens
must be worn differently, lest oné be a Eln x
the other. Every Iyengar and _Mudahar must ::ver ?ns;w
Mr. x. y. Iyengar or x. - Mudaliar,so that we er koow
the man’s name but only his caste. And thus ?ntinsi atastic
custom after another has been invented to m y
dlﬁui:niﬁor our youngmen (0o consider whether all Dtgxs is
not an anachronism, poisoning our life as a Namfm;he t erv:
want to be a Nation in the mod.erﬂ sense? O'I‘hen thest;
stressing our affinities, and not our.d.lﬁerenoes ? Then these
absurdities, these forms without spirit, these m
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past, must disappear. Do we really believe that one caste is
superior to another ; that an Iyengar, even though a shoe-
smith, is better than a Reddy, even though a professor? If not,
what is the good of proclaiming the fact of our caste by our
name, by our dress, and by other marks to the world? They
do no good, but a vast amount of harm. At a time when
conditions were different, when politics did not play the
same part in our lives as to-day, when the purity of one race
Wwas to be preserved from admixture with another, all these
conventions had their place and value. But we are no longer
living in the Vedic age, or under theocratic rule. Small
things show which way the wind is blowing; and these
things, each small in itself, have a cumulative effect which is
far greater than their individual worth,

Will the youth come to the rescue ?
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The South Indian Stage

By V. BHASKARAN

THE most fascinating study about India is her ancn.:z‘t-
culture. For, in the history of nations, no culture h'a? v;n X
stood the devastation of Time so resolutely, and India’s 'lghl
burns brightly through the ages. And tf)-day, the spmtulad
beauty of Indian culture has revealed itself to the :o:he
through the poetic genius of Rabindranath Tagore an
sublime doctrines of Mahatma Gandhi. N

But India does not shine in the. mlm‘ of spiri )t’
alone. Her literature is like a vast mine, which to an amof o
and enthusiastic explorer, will reveal a rich panora:t:a life
rare in human history. Her great epics still exul) admmmani-
tion from the best savants of the West. Her cu t'm;ien o
fests itself in diverse ways, through her drama, painting foxs
poetry. The link with the past, which for aftlme :?:esh
during a dark period in our history, is being orﬁenedin,
for, the impact of an alien civilization has also aculture o
Us a new yearning for the study of our own
traditions. ‘ ]

It is our special purpose to examine the acluevema: h:f
South India in the realm of the Drama, ?,nd see t;h bat
extent South Indian culture finds expression thmu'tion e
great dramatists of the day. To study the present post fon of
the South Indian drama, we have to go back to the a

tradition which gave birth to it. Unlike Western Dm'?ht
™ the drama in India has in most cases a didactic purpose.

central theme on which the dramas of Ka.haasa, Bclg\;:l:
bhuti, Bhasa, and latterly of Pandit. D. Knshn_aimdmmas
are based, is always God and His Leda. Sf)cml frantas
are slowly coming into prominengc fo-day, and ltll]l a :eve o
ours, they are bound to leave their impress on the o

ment of modern Indian culture. To some extent, the “;;r:-d
sent-day education, with its craze for sensation, has w
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usaway from our rightful moorings, but the love of God is
still there, as may be judged from the huge audiences at a
devotional drama. But if the stage has to play its partina
nation’s life, mere repetition of the stories of the deities will
not serve any purpose. With the aid of the past, we must
build up the future edifice of the Indian drama.

Turning to India’s dramatic literature, one is amazed at
its rare qualities. The earliest work on this class of literature
is the Bharata Natya Sastra, followed sometime later by
Bhasa of ancient fame. The age of staging plays began
with Bhasa and Sudraka Kavi, and the tradition of active
Indian drama may be dated from this time. But it was given
to Kalidasa to immortalise the Indian drama by his wonder-
ful genius. With his wealth of poetry, beauty of imagery and
command of technique, Kalidasa made his dramas such
perfect expressions of his art, that they were not easily
capable of being staged by common actors. But that is the
way of genius.

Closely following the Kalidasa tradition, came the
era of Sri Harsha, Bana, Bhattanarayana, Visakha-
datta; and Bhavabhuti, who a]l belonged to the seventh
and eighth centuries. History records an intense dramatic
activity during this age, culminating in that masterpiece
of Dhananjaya, The Dasqa Rupa, a standard critical
work on Indian dramaturgy written in the I10th century.
Then came a period of inactivity in the production
of dramatic literature and criticism. In the middle of
the I4th century, there arose a new school of dramatists
who concentrated upon the production of religious dramas
with the main purpose of fostering Bhakti. This effort did
not, however, materially contribute towards the uplift of the
Indian drama as in the period of the domination of Bhava-
bhuti and Bhasa. Dhananjaya’s Dasa Rupa covers the whole
gamut of dramatic technique, and one is surprised to find in
this classical treatise the quintessence of the drama. The
choice and development of the plot, the emphasis laid on
action, and the naive,exposition of the various rasas, reveal a
master-mind, handing down to posterity an authentic

222

THE SOUTH INDIAN STAGE 79

and most brilliant contribution on Indian dramaturgy. nlse:ls
the rich dramatic tradition which modern India has mht;nt ,
though it has been passing through various stages O up;
heaval and decadence during long intervals. We have
great tradition behind us. Only, the present reconstruction
has to proceed on right lines. . )

Agart from clasgsiml works which deal exhaustgvely wtlttxh
the science of the drama. and the works of Ka!xdasa. 1se:l
stories of the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, improv e
for the occassion, have played a great part in makmg.aﬁc
Indian stage very popular and attractive. The maj e
grandeur of Kalidasa and of the earlier dramatists
Bhavabhuti, was not easily appreciated by thgmodem ac};:;
His woeful ignorance of Sanskrit also stood in the way. So
a new school of dramatists sprang up in this coutgetry.
adaptability of puranic stories to suit 'tbe taste of ] E‘ecamme
play-goer, with a liberal interspersing of muslg.i‘hmm-
almost a necessity, and in South India, Pandit D nama-
charlu of Bellary was the pioneer in the renaissance he
drama. Indian drama is, as we have observed, didactic a
intensely religious. The street dramas, still lln tvo?;:
in Indian villages, were designed to appea o'ven
religious instincts of man. Thanks to the 1mx.\ethust tf;mh »
by Krishnamacharlu, the South Indian stage is on the hreet
hold of a new era. This great Andhra poet present

nic stories in a new garb, irresistible in 1tsl.char:is.
Quite apart from his appeal to th.e Andl.n'a. public, =
achievement as a dramatist has a national .mgt{xﬁcgnce.f
South India, the stage has received a new inspiration rzt:
him, and scores of dramatists have followed in his wake.
He concentrated mainly on epic stories, and lgahxs rpt;glc
touch, he cast his characters in such a mould fhat, “:1 ; ;l;t
losing their epic background, they satisfied the require

drama and the various rasas with such punctil:da:; ca:;:l :t:;ti_
finesse of execution, that he has rightly earn the Lo
Andhra Nataka Bithamaha (The grand-sire of the Telugu
Drama).
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In the Tamil Naduy, Rao Sahib P. Sambanda
Mudaliar took up the study of the stage in right earnest.
He has to his credit many fine dramatic pieces in Tamil.
He gave a new orientation to the Tamil drama by assigning
a secondary place to music. The themes of his dramas
always relate 10 some aspect of human psychology, and one
could discern in them a harmony and a fresh outlook on life
which explain his great popularity.

The rise of the amateur theatricals is another factor
in the development of the South Indian Drama. Both
Krishnamacharlu and Sambanda Mudaliar have helped
the healthy growth of such associations. Both were born
actors, besides being literary men of outstanding merit,
endowed with an instinctive perception of the most beau-
tiful and subtle things in art. Still there is a subtle distinc-
tion between the art of the Andhra dramatist and that of
Sambanda Mudaliar. Krishnamacharlu revelled in the
antiquities of the Mahabharatha and the Bhagavatha, and
the colour and the setting he gave to some of his Puranic
representations were a marvel of dramatic skill. The
wondertully humanising touch he imparted to the character
of Hiranyakasyapa, to take but one example, will reveal
the rare flights to which his genius could soar while working
up the tragic element in a drama. Sambanda Mudaliar,
on the other hand, with his remarkable literary skill and
elegance of style, wrote a series of dramas in Wwhich
the Indian social life is portrayed in vivid colours.
After Krishnamacharlu came a number of Telugu drama-
tists of varying degrees of merit, and Telugu Literature is
all the richer for their efforts. Effete social customs form
a background for the modern dramatists. The revolt of
Veerasalingam Pantufu against unjust social laws embold-
ened the hearts of these dramatists to turn to the por-
trayal of contemporary social life. To the credit of Andhra
Desa it must be said that it has given the lead in this
direction. .

In the Tamil land, unfortunately, things are different.
So far as professionals are concerned, the plays have lost
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all social value and are merely used to promote mirth and
flippancy on the stage. Dramas, full of intrigue and
sensation, have become so common a feature of the modern
Tamil stage, that one hardly goes to the theatre for il.lspu'a-
tion or intellectual enjoyment. The degradation to which the
Tamil stage has sunk in the hands of the professionals, is a
blot on the pure tradition inherited from the past. Fidelity
to the plot is invariably thrown to the winds, and the hero or
heroine thinks more of the applause of the crowd than
the necessitics of the historic background. This state of
affairs is perhaps due to the fact that the ordinary profes-
sional is not educated enough to appreciate the importance of
the drama as the mirror of a nation's life; The need for a
change is being slowly felt, thanks to the splendid werk of
the amateurs, but nothing short of a radical reform will make
it possible for the real beauty of the Indian drama to
reappear. The new life pulsating through Indig is bound to
effect a reform of the stage, even as it is purifying other
spheres of Indian activity.

It is clear that India is coming into her own, not only
politically but also culturally. Rabindranath Tagore has
contributed, more than any living Indian, to the resuscita-
tion of the Indian stage. By his matchless eloyuence, his
Powerful pen, and his unerring insight into human pature,
he has given a new impetus to the reform of the drama.
There are others who have also taken seriously to the
study of the drama and are spreading its message. One
such outstanding personality is Mr. Raghavacharlu of Bellary.
He is perhaps the greatest actor that South India
has produced. He had his early training under that great
doyen of the Andhra stage, Krishnamacharlu. With a
genius for detail, Mr. Ragavacharlu has made the stage ‘a
ﬁmg university of the people . His personation qf epic
and historic characters is the very quintessence of his keen
dramatic perception and command of technique. The stage
to him is but a channel through which a nation’s best thoughts
ought to find expression. He is the most successful and brilli-
ant Shakespearean actor in South India, and Dr. Arundale
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paid him a will-merited tribute when he compared him to Sir
Beerbohm Tree. The great work of Mr. Raghavacharlu for
the reform of the stage deserves praise from ajl lovers of cnl-
ture. The Suguna Vilasa Sabha, under the leadership of

Sambanda Mudaliar, is doing excellent work in this direction,

while amatuer associations are being organized in the City
of Madras and else

where. These are sure signs of a bright
future, when the Indian stage will fulfil its mission. In
the words of Sarojini Devi, To-day we want dramatists
to be the great interpreters of to-morrow,t not merely what
Was yesterday great and noble, but what shall be to-morrow
radiant and beautiful.” We hope that all true lovers of the
drama will take this message to heart and help the stage to
become an interpreter of the nation’s best thoughts. India
has an authentic dramatic tradition, and only a new orienta-

tion is required to make it once more a power for good in
this ancient land.

The Problem of Franchise

BY PROF. N. G. RANGA, B.LITT.-(OXON)

DR. SUNDERLAND'’S -chapter *Is illiteracy ‘z;) l:”lf ;01 ::Lf;
govesnment ’ in his farthcoming book was pu n :vifh the
January Number of the * Modern Review e anand
editor’s enthusiastic commendation. le‘-:l ax:ticle o
Chatterjee, the editor, has himself contributed an i
the same number, in which he advances the _exam: self-
many important countries which embarked upo e of
§overnment through democratic iastitutions, 18 :p lite,
the fact that large numbers of the electorate wes en s
rate. In fact, every genuine natxonal{st is :p{:p;) et
affirm that it is not necessary for India to wai d there
government until her masses are all educa.ted;ha:: the o
are.many nationalist leaders who. boldly -cla.m ble of
called iilliterate masses of India are quite :11;: i
choosing their rulers in s satisfactory “r";“ dors and
unfortunately, this attitude is assumed:zv ou ostics. who
prapagandists only when they confront ore::ln roum'elves
are '« kit doubtful of our fitness o mle oureclves,
because s0 many of us are illiterate. Andfuw en fndia
begin to think out a constitution for the tglttc P
they are not at all sure of the general capaci );1 e(r)n e
maeses to rule themselves. Almost e".:'iy tsc deogive
Smara) propnsed by our thinkers has tried to t:m O;
diretly or indirectly, the great masses of the “;“ -
the mlementary political right.of citizenship, i.e, .atm; n
Some require a property qualification, s°m§l;.'“:‘senfo":;e
educational qualifications, and others would :'36te n
both these -qualifications before one is gwetrll numbe'r of
fact, .according to Dr Besant’s.scheme, the number of
voters will be considerably less than at present, :s- il;'zour
her weducational and property -clauses. It lwkfc overn-
political thinkers do not envisage a detlrl}mr:hl ogr ase
ment for seélf-governing India but an oligarchy
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government. None of them, except Mahatma Gandhi,!
seems to be sympathetically inclined towards the masses.
Therefore it is no wonder that the Depressed Classes, who
number more than sixty millions, have declined to co-
operate with the nationalist leaders in their attempts to
boycott the Simon Commission. Mr. M. C. Raja, their
spokesman in the Assembly, has definitely stated that he
did not feel sure that the intersts of the suppressed classes
of India would be safe in the hands of those classes which
. enjoy political power to-day, and which have had @
chance to develop their political consciousness. It is my
purpose to trace in these pages the history of political
thought upon the question of franchise and to indicate the
developments which the franchise has had in its various
forms in some of the most important countries.

EVOLUTION OF POLITICAL THOUGHT ON FRANCHISE

Self- government based upon representative institu-
tions has been demanded by many thinkers ever since
Milton’s eloquence in its cause found expression in
Areopagetica. But though favourable to representative
institutions, many distinguished people doubted the
desirability of introducing universal franchise in thecountry.
Milton himself cried out bitterly, ‘Who would vindicate
your right of unrestrained suffrage, merely that you might
elect the creatures of your own faction, or him, however
small might be his worth, who would give you the most
lavish feasts and enable you to drink tn thc greatest
excess ? ’ This was his reply to the * levellers ’ in Cromwell’s
army, who were bold enough to propose the introduction
of universal franchise. Milton says, * Ought the guidance
of the repudblic to be entrusted to persons to whom mo-
body would entrust the management of their private
concerns? Who would suppose he would ever be made a jot

'Gandhi once said, when asked for his views upon the property qualification,

that he would himself be unabie to geta vote under such coaditions,

and that he saw no benefit to the people at largs out of a govern-

ment by those citizens only who pay ten rupees of land revenue or
house-tax.
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more free by such a crew of functionaries ?” These are;
weighty arguments, indeed, against the introduction o
universal franchise, but the *levellers’ who had seen the
terrible results of the autocracy of Charles I, and the
instability of the government of the Comqaonwealth, were
convinced that the possible dangers of universal franchise
could not be much worse.

Harrington, the author of Oceana, declared th’.t’
“ Freshness of life by which the State makes progress i8

- effected by rotation. Rotation easures that the individual

members of the community take their share in thg govern-
ment.” According to him, there is a natural arxstocracs;
of intellect diffused widely throughout the wb?le body o
mankind. The duty of such an aristocracy is to be tl!et
counsellors of the peaple. True government should res
on persuasion. In order to enable every citizen to elect
his rulers properly, he proposed .that there shoulthe
organised weekly classes to explain to the people their
civic duties. A thousand officials were to go through the
country to give the people their ﬁ:-st Jessons in the myste-
ries of representative government. .
Priest‘l); said, as eafl‘; as 1768, in his ‘ Essay on the Fnr;;
Principles of Governmeat’, that ‘ ng man can be govern
without his consent, for government is founf!ed upon a
Contract by which civil liberty is surrendered in exchange
for a power to share in public decisions. Burke could not,
on the other hand, think of any wide extension of
franchise inspite of the fact that there were t.he excellent
examples ‘of popular government of Greece.® Rousseau
had advocated the sovereignty of the people, so that there
might be no hindrance, in the shape of sinister interests,
to their achievements, but Burke felt thaf the ounly

that the editor of * Triveni ' published &
nhhﬂldelo wm:nh?:'l‘elminl to educate the Il':t?ol:
'nfrlndlkedmm and that the I__lhraryA.oc
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result of such popular sovereignty would be a French
Revolution and so he abhorred the idea -of universal
franchise.* While Harrington would like government by
the natural aristocracy which springs from the people
themselves, Butke was satisfied with his British constitu-
tion which was guided by a water-tight landed aristocracy.
In fact, as Professor Laski maintains, the eighteenth
ceatury thinkers were extremely anxious to dissociate
themselves from any kind of belief in a democratic govern-
ment, though most of them championed the cause of
representative institutions,

When we come to the nineteenth century, we breathe
an entirely new and refreshing atmosphere. The French
Revolution had not occurred for nothing, and the triumphs
and failures of the French people supplied both hope and
waraing to the friends of the people in Germaay, Italy and
England. Theugh Cobbett ang O’Connel struggled hard
to achieve universal franchise, statesmen like Pitt,
P.egl and Wellington opposed its introduction, tooth and
nail, and the meagre reforms of X832 were the result of
half-a-century’s agitation. A libera] like Bagehot could
write as late as the seventies of the last century, “ I do not
consider the exclusion of the working classes from
effectual representation, a defect in our constitution. The
working classes contribute almost nothing to our corporate
public opinion, and therefore, the fact of their want of
influence in Parliament does not impair the coincidence of
Parliament with public opinion”.* He agreed that the
working classes were * left out of represeatation and also
in the thing represented’ At the same time, he was
prepared.to argue that “as long as a great class, congregated
in political Iocalities, and known to have political thoughts
and wishes, is without palpable advocates in Parlia-
ment, we may prove on paper that our representation 1s
adequate, but the world -wiil not believe it’. According to

T "M'WMI:R’ ution,
*Brioks Consne, X
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him, the working classes did not demand political rights
as strongly and effectively as the manufacturing classels.
If the ability to demand a political right is the onhy
criterion for the fitness of a people to enjoy 1t, even tls
British working classes of the Chartist agitation Sho;; :
be considered quite fit to enjoy the franchise. her
Bagehot could not think of such a thing. When,
inspite of these political sages, manhood suffrage w::
granted to the urban population by the Reform Act
1867, Bagehot wisely pleaded that the political masters
should be educated properly, so that they might usetheir
franchise in a r manner.

Herbert %ropi Fisher writes in the* C"“tempom'tl{
Review * for February 1928 that there was unbounded fatl;
in, and enthusiasm for, democratic institutions dunnin;
latter part of the last century. ButI do not find atg oy
faith in the writings of either J. S. Mill or Bagehot, einl
representative thinkers of their time. J.S. Mill certainly
had no faith in autocracies or in oligarchies. But, lnsmlt::lost
his genuine love for the masses at large, he 'K-‘i:s:mdod
equally afraid of democracies, conducted by "ed certain
voters. So he W that all those who attain .a order
educational standard should be given a plural vote in ted
to counteract the bad effects of the votes °f the “n:dl‘tmsaﬁe
masses. By 1890, the Liberal thinker, smgwxc‘;. eolicit
to draw his inspiration from Bentham. who put flrs IJ’ S
faith in an instructed democracy, rather than omht al
Mill. But, even he maintained that the demand fOfdpg ::as
rights should come from the people themselves, an ﬁi be
unable and unwilling to admit that the peopie ;"“ were
trained to use the vote properly even Whe‘nl t t:aytaken
enfranchised. Yet Sidgwil;kf mayl;.:: the whole,
to have advocated universal franchise. oresee

Though Harrington was able to fores h tl:l:nm
influence of the moneyed classes in politics, neither to have
nor Bagehot, neither Mill nor Sidgwick, #q:o advocate
realised that the democracy they were at pains d the few
orattackmightbedomimtedorledbythem:han A
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This discovery was made by Marx and his disciples. They
have lost their faith in the ability of democratic Parliaments
to ameliorate the social and economic conditions of the work-
ing classes satisfactorily, and have begun to advocate direct
action. G. D.H. Cole and Tawney are also disillusioned
about the much-vaunted advantages of universal franchise,
and so are advocating the formation of functional Guild
Parliaments, wherein the rich cannot find much representation.
Bertrand Russel and Laski maintain that workers can derive
the full benefits of universal franchise only when they are
fully trained, educated and guided by the State. All these
thinkers have taken universal franchise for granted, and they
are trying to find ways and means by which they can better
enable the masses to get the greatest benefit out of their politi-
cal rights. The framers of the new German constitution have
also realised that universa] franchise is not in itself a
sufficient guarantee for the economic well-beipg of the
community, and so they have established the Federal
Economic Council with branches all over the Republic. The
general trend of opinion to-day is that unjversal franchise is
but the first step which a government should take in order to
achieve the fullest Prosperity—material and spiritual—of its
subjects. To-day, the outstanding problem in Europe is not
so much the finding of methods of preventing democratic

institutions from being abused by ignorant masses, as freeing
them from the clutches of the rich,

THE EFEECTS OF THE INTRODUCTION OF
UNIVERSAL FRANCHISE

The United States of America was the first important
Country to adopt universal franchise in the working of its
political institutions. Excepting the Negroes of the South,
who have been denied the vote on some fictitious educational
test, almost all adult males have been given the right to
exercise a vote in the political life of the country. But the
country is a vast one and the President of the Republic, the
Governors of the States, and many other important function-
aries, have to be elected by the popular vote, in addition to
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the members of the Federal and State legislatures. So ﬁi:
Pasty ‘Machines’ of both the Republicans and .the Democra :
have been perforce obligedto develop a national system of
branches, which have come to be dominated by chqt;es tge
People, who are again in the hands of the landed peog e, the
Capitalists and the industrialists. Thus, to-day we find in

U. S. A. the spectacle of the workers’ orgamts;tlons
mercilessly destroyed by the State governments, even ougl;
the workers form, as everywhere else, the great :pajonty ﬂ(: '
the people of the States. Political life is. ?xplo'xted. by. e
rich, and the poor have no place in the political institutions
of that country.

In Eﬂghid. the question of franchise has had a long
history and even to-day, there is an agitation to enfran;:hlse
women to the same extent as men. When the first Re orttln
Act of 1832 was passed, the conservative elements md t b:
Country were afraid that their vested interests would
destroyed by such a revolutionary change in the oonstxtut::):e.
But by 1860, Bagehot was able to record that, though t
middle classes were made the ultimate masters of the coun g,
it was the nobles and their henchmen who formed the
Ministries and guided the destinies of the country.
Then from 1832 till 1867, we find the Mlddleu Classes
trying their best to prevent their go‘{emm?nt froma zvﬁgknf
the growing misery of the workers, in their homes a.nmstria.
shops. This wasa period when the interests of the in tria
lists and the capitalists were furthered at the cost gf re:
national well-being. In the name of laissez faire an .
trade, the urban and rural workers were left to the rapaci (;ir
of employers and to suffer from congestion of l}ousmg ::1 t
the recurring periods of unemployment. But rorln liaf" "
1870, we find a new atmosphere in the polifica du:i .
England. In 1871, the Trade Union Act was passed &ss“i
Gladstone’s ministry, but it was not oonoewefl in a progr sive
spirit. However, in 1874, 2 more progressive measuret was
passed by Disraeli, who owed his power in Parliament aF
time largely to the support of the disillusioned workers. r::il}
1874 till 1924, labour has won, one after another, many pri
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leges from the government, which has all along been domina-
ted and manned by the higher classes. Thus, though momey
and social position counted for as much in political life as
before, the people at large have the satisfaction of achieving at
least the minimum rights and safeguards in the modern
complex life. The introduction of universal franchise has not
brought about revolutions in England; the monarchy isas
strong as ever and the social prestige of Society is coveted
to a greater extent to-day than in the sixties of the last century.
It is in 1925 that the British voters, who had previously allowed
the Labour Party to form the government, sent the Conser-
vative Party back to Westminster with a large majority. Most
of the members of the present ministry are recruited from the
aristocracy and the rich, and yet the voters do not find it in
any way strange to allow such people to govern them. The
power tochoose men and policies is much more important
than the question of the personnel of a government. The
British middle classes entertained grave doubts as to the
future stability of the constitution when Disraeli’s Reform
Act of 1867, which enfranchised the urban workers, was
Passed. But by 1880, the Conservative Prime Minister, Lord
Salisbury, felt sure of the power of the middle and upper
classes to lead and guide the working classes and so he
enfranchised the rural workers also. In America, the govern-
ment was at no time used entirely in the interests of a class.
But in pre-reform England, the landed interests alone got the
best out of the government. The industrial and commercial
needs of the growing cities of the North were neglected in
favour of those of the landed gentry. It was as an after-
effect of the first Reform Act, that the Corn Laws were
repealed to, benefit the newly enfranchised classes. The
Chartist Movement assumed such gigantic proportions mainly
because the working classes were suffering from the iniquitous
economic system created by the landed interests. Thus we
find that whichever class obtained the vote has used it pri-
marily in its own interests without much concern about the
national well-being.

Japan, a country which is as conservative in its essential
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temperament as India, has recently adopted universal
franpcimise without making much ado about it. Wa.stem critics
were rather doubtful about the effects of sucha xadxml. r_eform, |
which increased the number of voters from 3 to 9 millions at
a stretch. But as was forecasted by a writer m.the January
Number of the ‘Contemporary Review’, no revolutionary chan-
ges have come to pass as a result of the first general elections
held on the basis of universal franchise. The same old
parties are returned and their combined strength 1s.not very
much altered. The socialist and labour parties which made
much noise could get only eight members el.ected. So the
same old rule of the governing clssses continuing to govern
will be repeated in the next two decades at least, although the
spirit in which the government will be carried on will be
more and more favourable to the furtherance of the interests
of the people at large. .
The French Republic is based upon popu.lar sover.elg‘r‘nty
and the mission of the members of its legislatures is to
legistate in the placeof the people”. TheFrench thinkers
have believed, from the time of Rousseau, in umve::sal
franchise and their faith can be expressed in the following
words of Montesquieu. * It is necessary that the people as
a body should possess the legislative power, and every man
who is reckoned to possess a free mind should be governe_d
by himself or by his representatives.” The result of this
adult male franchise has been to humanise the. govmpenml
relations with the masses and to better their mate.nal and
moral conditions, in spite of the fatc;t‘ th::tzh1 'tll:: r;mh have
al ntrol of governmentai ma -
m%zomeplae t‘:o Republic has also introduced gmversal
franchise, and its experience in the last seven years is so far
favourable to this experiment, in that it has enabled the high-
born and moneyed-classes to keep their hold on governmental
institutions, while the oligarchic tendencies of the governing
classes have been effectively held in ch.eck by. gopular
sovereignty. In fact the Social Democx:atxc, Socialist ang
Communist parties have managed at times to comman
even a majority in the Reichstag of Germany, but the
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conservative elements have so far succeeded in keeping their
bold upon the government. In Australia, universal fran-
chise is' the rule, and labour has successfully attempted to
capture the majority of seats in the Federal Parliament. But
labour could rulé for only a few years, and the conservatives
succeeded it and formed the alternative governments, and so
the economic and social institutions of the Federation are
much more progressive than similar institutions in England.

ADULT MALE SUFFRAGE IN INDIA

_ If India were to take advantage of the experience—
in realms of thought and action—of the western countries,

and if she were to avoid the barmful conflicts between
those who have voted and those who have not, she must
adopt a distinctively democratic constitution. The 1919~
20 Reform Act is no doubt an advance over the 1908
Minto-Morley Reform Act, but it has left out of the pale of
the constitution a great majority of the people. The class
and caste interests are dominant in our country, and
unless we introduce universal franchise, we shall not be
able to safeguard the interests of the people as a whole.
The first condition for the healthy growth of democratic
spirit and institutions amidst us, is that universal franchise
shall be established.

Those who are afraid that the introduction of adult male
suffrage into India may loosen the grip of the landed and
wealthy classes, are labouring under a misapprehension. For,
only the rich can in future succeed in organising parties,
financing elections and reaching the electorate. So, for a
good few generations, there is no possibility for the re-
presentatives of the labouring classes to form even an
effective opposition in the legislatures. After all, social
status in India counts for as much as in England, if not more,
and the experience of most of the great democratic nations is
only too favourable to the governing classes.

It is argued by some that some sort of property qualifica-
tion is needed, because the voter may then have a certain
amount of sense of responsibility. Some object to the granting
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of political power to classes which do not contribute
anything to the national finances. But, a ten-rupee
Land Revenue or House-tax is no indication of the presence
of sense of responsibility in a voter, and it is at best only an
arbitrary limit. Moreover, most of the workers are able to
earn at least Rs. 100 per family even in this poor country, an.d
this ability to earn one’s own living should at least be consi-
dered a sufficient qualification for one to get a vote. Agaln,
itis wrong to assume that such workers do not contribute
anything towards the national finances, because .fOt. one
reason, the taxes paid by other sections of people are indirect-
ly due to some extent to the labour of the workers, and for
another, even such workers pay indirect taxes such as the
Salt tax, Excise and Customs. .

Most of our thinkers are horrified at the idea of
enfranchising millions of illiterate people. I .hke to draw
their attention to the excellent contributions of Dr.
Sunderland and Ramanand Chatterjee. 1 have come to
believe, through my study among the people, that the masses
of our country are much better informed about our f:ultute.
epics and Dharma—in however antiquated a way it may
be—than many of our so<called educated people. I am
afraid our grandees are prone to put too much Pfemlﬁuz
upon literacy. Though literacy is one of the most essen
qualifications for a vote, it is not everything. These con-
servative thinkers must realise that, even at present, there
are millions of voters who are illiterate for all pract:cat!
purposes, and who have by now learnt how to make use o
their power. Any one who has had any share in the ;hr:e
general elections of the last decade, will be able to testify to
the fact that the voters are gradually learning the proper
way of utilising their votes. While in Ja?an. not more mn
40% of the voters go to the polls, here In India, more t;
60% of them went to the polling booths in the last genera
election.

lea'lgllem are yet some people who ask why we .shouldfnot
be satisfied with the present system of nominating a few
representatives of the depressed and labouring classes to the

237



M TRIVENI

Local and Imperial legislatures. These people forget that
the first function of representation is ‘ educative ’, and that it
cannot be carried out by the system of nomination, because
those who are nominated are dependent for their membership
upon the Govérnment and not upon the masses. If the
people at large do not get an opportnnity to share in the
general elections, they will not be able to distinguish between
different candidates, and to choose finally the one who is most
satisfactory to them. It is quite true that on the face of it,
the Madras Legislative Council is representative of all
sections of population, but it has lamentably failed to enliven
the political life of the masses, because it has failed to entrust
the masses with the elementary responsibilities of a repre-
sentative Government. A council which does not succeed in
enabling all sections of the people to share in its educative
and expressive functions, cannot claim to be a democratic
institution.

The present legislatures of India are neither oligarchic
nor democratic. They consist of the so-called representatives
of a heterogeneous population. There is not even one
member, excepting those few representing the cities, who
can claim to represent awholly the people of a particular
locality. We have the representatives of the Hindus, the
Muhammadans, the Christians, the Merchants, the Mill-
owners, the Workers and the Depressed classes, but not those
of all these sections of population put together. It may be
that this system gives a better representation to certain
sections of people, but it is not a democratic system, as under-
stood in this century.

If, however, we introduce at least the manhood suffrage,
we can enable all those who claim to form the upper and
middle classes to enjoy as much pomp as they do at present
and we can at the same time constrain them to obey the
mandates of the people at large and not of their sectional
fraternities. ' .

There are again some people who maintain that it is
better to extend the franchise gradually in proportion as the
need for it is recognised by the masses themselves. They
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are of opinion that the present system of nomination 1s good
enough, and that it is rather foolish to fopce franchise upon
the people who do not demand it. But, has the 1919 Act
granted franchise only to those who demanded it ? Has the
1867 Reform Act of England granted franchise or}ly to the
most vociferous people? Is it not possible, s it .not
advantageous, to extend this privilege to certain sections
of people also, even though they may not demand it ?
Then, they will be voluntarily but effectively aroused to
political consciousness by the periodical elections and the
consequent political agitation. .

In a country like ours, where there are as many as sixty
millions of people who have been brought up to think that
their oppression and suppression are the natural phenomena
which cannot be altered by any human agency. andare .there-
fore mentally enslaved to the higher classes, the extension of
franchise to include them also is an absolute ngcess:ty. If
these people are given the opportunity to realise that the
contending candidates, who belong to the higher and nche;
classes, are dependent for their success upon the exercise o
their own political right, then, adult male suffrage will ha:
more than justified itself. In fact whena Panchama fin
so many people of higher castes going to his hut sever;l toxmes
to beg for his vote, he cannot but realise that somehow, le is I(l;
longer destined to be the underdog and t_hat he has also Tfn t
in his gift something coveted by all the bxgl}er classes. Ky
realisation will help him to extricate }'umsclf out of the
morass of moral bondage, and this will be the greatest

i ise. .
acmeg::ll: n:nzgfrvavssgler why an extension of franchise

to embrace the suppressed classes also is advqated, wl:;n
it is known that, as a resuit of such a system, qnly e
rich and the landed gentry get themselves elected (;: mto:t
cases. What is the benefit of such 2 cl.xange ? To_‘ll‘y, te
rich people who monopolise the councils are upwilling to

raise sufficient funds to finance such beneficial measures as

education, an enlighter}ed
compulsory, free elementary : I e

housing policy for the masses,
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and unemployment relief schemes. But when universal
franchise comes into operation, they will be anxious to find
various means of augmenting the national finances so as to
pay for all these' schemes, either fully or partially,
in order that they may please the masses. The future rulers
of the country cannot work for the benefit of the higher
classes alone, but will be obliged to serve the people at large,
provided adult male suffrage is introduced in the meanwhile.
They will be suffered in power only for 'so long as they satis-
factorily serve the interests of the whole of the people.

If we want to enjoy Democracy, which is the best form
of Government, and if we want our vast millions of morally
stunted people to discover the innate divinity in them, we must
Introduce adult male suffrage at least. It we are anxious that
the elementary civic needs of a people should properly and
fully be satisfied, and if we seek to make the Government of
India a great, wholesome and stimulating influence amongst
our people, we must introduce general constituencies and
universal franchise. Vested interests, the prestige of the
landed feudal aristocracy, the spirit of domination, and the
age long traditions of rxclusive rights of political power, are
the forces in our way to prevent us from achieving Demo-
cratic Government in India. If we succeed in at least con-

tIrogi;ng these forces, we can obtain Democracy for Mother
ndia.
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Indian Women in Conference

By MRs. T. COATMAN .

THERE was recently held in Delhi one of the most inter-
esting conferences it has ever been my lot to attend—the
second annual All-India Women’s Conference for Edu-
cational Reform. The first was held last year in Poona,
and was a great success, as delegates attended from all
over the country and some very useful discussions took
place. But the conference this year was at once much
more ambitious and much more successful. In preparation
for it, conferences had been previously held in all provinces
and in many Indian States, and from these constituept
conferences, delegates were sent up to the main
conference in Delhi. A maximum of ten delegates was

- allowed from each constituent conference, and yet

the number of delegates at Delhi numbered over
two hundred. So the number of provinces and states
taking part in it must have been twenty-five at least,

. —a great triumph of organisation for so young a body.

Each constituent conference had sent up previously
a list of the points it wanted to be considered by_ the
main conference, and from these the Subjects Committee
drew its inspiration for the list of resolutions with which
the conference dealt.

A very wide sweep of subjects was thus brought under
discussion, dealing with all sorts of social questions, for,
the conference did not limit itself to purely technical mat-
ters, rightly feeling that as social customs lie at the root of
somuch of the opposition to women’s education in this
country, they could not be disregarded by any body which
wished to deal in a practical manner with the advance-
ment of female education. And it was just in this
way that the difference between an educational
conference in England and in India was apparent. For,
one of the first mattérs that claimed attention was the
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subject of child marriage, and the conference appointed a
deputation to wait on the Government and on the leaders
of the political parties to enlist their support for a private
member’s bill, which is before the Assembly, to raise the
minimum age'for marriage. It also happened that on the
day on which the delegates attended the Assembly as
visitors, the debate they heard was on Sir Hari Singh
Gour’s *‘Age of Consent Bill’, and this visit had the rather
unexpected effect of making many of the women, who had
not previously been in favour of pushing for the appoint-
ment of women as members of the Assembly, very anxious
for this reform, as they felt that $0 much nonsense was
talked by the men on this subject, that it was time they
had some women to explain the real sjtuation tothem.
So a resolution was passed calling on the Government
to appoint one or more women as nominated members
of the Central Legislature. (Women have already the
right of election, but, though one woman has been returned
to a provincial legislature, none have so far stood as
candidates for the Central Legislature.)

Other matters that were dealt with were more purely
educational, in the technical and limited sense of that word.
There is a very strong feeling in all parts of India that
education for women and girls should not be simply a
slavish copy of boys’ education, but should strike out a
line of its own, aiming more at making women better
home-makers and better citizens than the present type of
purely literary education seems able to do. This was the
theme of many speeches, and a sub-committee was
appointed to investigate the matter further and to report
and make suggestions to the conference next year.

The training of teachers was another burning
question. More facilities, better training, higher salaries,
better status, all were demanded, but the difficulty which
faced all the speakers was that, as education is now a
provincial subject, there could be no systematic action all
over the country, so that each province must meet the
problem by itself and in its own way. Whether any
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concerted action could be taken was a matter which was
again left to a sub-committee to investigate.

ga‘But the personnel and the atmosphere O_f the. Confeﬁ
rence were as interesting as the subjects of discussion. A
the ordinary sessions were held in purdah, but the openu;g
ceremony was public, special arrangements being ma.’e
for such ladies as could not break their .purdah. Delh,“:
largest cinema was packed to overflowing, and specia
invitations had been issued to all members of the Assem-
bly and the Council of State, who came in scores and where
obviously both impressed and astonished by what they
saw and heard. The Chairman of the conference was that
veteran in all good works, the dowager Begam of Bhopal,
while Lady Irwin was the President and opened the con-
ference in a wonderfully practical yet inspiring speech,
laying down the broad lines of policy on Which she hopeg
the conference would work, boldly facing the many th
bitter difficulties, but urging courage and hope and ::lgr
endeavour in this greatest of all great causes. To ead
Mrs. Naidu’s magic eloquence from the same platform ;n
in the same cause was a great delight, especially tlo th:::
who, through differences in political outlook, 1’arel\zuham-
the opportunity of hearing her speak. He.re- werf, mselves
madan, Englishwoman and Hindu, all enhst’mg; € tion is
in the same crusade, for the cause of women's educa word
still a crusade in this country, and there was ne‘:f arg;ss or
or thought of any distinction of race, communl y: build the
caste : all were united in the great endeavour to ountry’
City of God in the hearts and homes of this tc l:ln . t{x é
to use Lady Irwin's own words. That was :t e e
outstanding feature of the whole conference&—i; ding the
when politics and communal differences are as not the
country into bitterly opposed camps, there we eagerly
faintest shadow of disunion or distrust :all ::lr andgwere
straining together towards dthe common g

d not to hinder.

A e s, e embers of he e
showed the faith that was in them by starting, ami
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(l:‘f wﬁld éﬂthusi.asm, a Fund for the Advancement of
ﬁ::enamienu td“catl‘;m. and Rs. 30,000 was promised in about
williog, not only 1o oy, rom all over the country are
ot o ony tosink the differences which divide their

» but also to put their hands into their pockets to

such good purpose, surely thisis a hopeful sign ?

O T
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India : Federal or Unitary ?

BY N. S. SRINIVASAN -

THE question arises on the threshold of an inquiry into the
working of the Government to be introduced in India—
whether the Indian State should be Federal or Unitary in its
constitution. When Lord Chelmsford and Edwin Montagu
set about the task of framing a transitory scheme of respon-
sible Government in India, the problem did not require
immediate attention or solution; nor does it appear
from a persual of the voluminous literature on the
constitutional charges of 1919, that the constitutiona]
principles on which the new machinery of administration
were to be based were considered or thought of.
The authorities in England and in India had to devise

some mode of carrying out the promise made in the

British Parliament in August 1917; and the dyarchical
scheme propounded by Mr. Lionel Curtis was readily
accepted, as offering the only method of redeeming a pledge,
without disregarding its qualifications. The further difficulties
were left to be considered by the Parliamentary Committee,
which was to function at the end of ten years. The parting
of the ways has now been reached ; andit were well to make
an attempt to settle the principles on which the Instrument of
Government is to be based, instead of merely secking
palliatives to suit momentary exigencies.

The existing constitution of the Government of India
is undoubtedly unitary in nature. The Preamble to
the Government of India Act states that the sovereignty
over the Indian people vests in the Parliament of Great
Britain “upon whom responsibility lies for the welfare
and advancement of the Indian peoples ™. Section 2 of the
Act declares that " the Secretary of State bas, and performs,
all such or the like powers and duties relating to the Govern-
ment or the revenues of India as if the Government of India

Act of 1858 had not been passed . . and in particular,
“5 ."}; )
N e
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the Secretary of Statemay . . . superintend, direct, and
control all acts, operations and concerns which relate to the
Government or revenues of India ”. Section 33 of the Act
declares that, subject to the authority of the Secretary of
State, the superintendence, control, and direction of the Civil,
and Milit.ary Government of Indig is vested in the Governor-
General in Council. Thys the Secretary of State and the

India, it is expedient to give to the provinces, in provincial
matters, the largest measure of independence of the Govern-
ment of India which is compatible with the due discharge by
the Government of India of its responsibilities ” does not
carry .the‘ matter further. The devolution of sovereign
authority is made contingent on the proper administration
of the Transferred Subjects ; and it is within the knowledge
of those familiar with the working of Dyarchy in the last ten
years, that occasions have arisen when these departments had
to be r&u{ned by the Governor of the province and adminis-
tered by him. Though, in some subjects, the provinces have

N given some acknowledged authority of their own, this
loes not detract from the unitary basis of the existing cons-
titution.

_ Now, has there been anything in the past history of
India to justify the introduction of a Federal type of Gov-
ernment ?  Such constitutions are brought into being owing
to the imperious necessities of protection against war or
aggressive neighbours, when a number of small and
contiguous States coalesce together for a common purpose.
Taking India as a political unit, there have been in the past
numberless States, based on no definite principle of linguistic
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or political or administrative affinities. These groups have
been ever changing in size and area according to the course
of events. Twice indeed, in her history, had India anything
approaching the authority and power of the existing QWern-
ment—once during the reign of Asoka, and later during the
reign of the Moghul Emperors. The reign of Asoka kad the
effect of welding together the numerous States and Kingdoms
then in existence ; but this was only a passing phase. The
Moghul Emperors iost their Empire, by the existence
of provincial satraps, who disregarded the authority of
the Central Government and “ began to beat the drum of
independence ”. The lessons revealed in the long course of
Indian History constitutea clear warning against strewing
the couatry with numerous provinces, acting on t.heu' own
authority, held together only by the feeble tie of an
effete central authority. Nor on the othef hand, is
there any basis for the view that India is a mere

‘geographical expression and any attempt to frame a

constitution on a non-federal basis is bot_md to fail.
Beneath the apparent diversities, there is an unity, not mere-
ly cultural, throughout the country ; and discerning English-
men have not failed to perceiveit. But this unity is a}ways
liable to be endangered by the overpowering centrifugal
forces, which have to be kept in stern check. When the
East India Company acquired territories in Indxz.;, more or
lessartificial provinces had been formed, and in order to
knit them together closely and prevent their disintegration,
it was essential that a powerful central authority should be
established. A bird's-eye view of the circumstances in
which Federal Governments cameinto being in other parts
of the world and an examination of their powers would
throw some light on this question.

We will gfst turn ou‘i attention to the United Smtos‘of
America, where out of sheer necessity, the thirteen Colonies
thenin existence had to meet together to form a mutual
combination against the authority and power sought to.be
exercised by Great Britain. It is signfﬁcznt that earlier
attempts to bring about a coalition had failed. Only the pre-
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the outcome of particular circumstances, and have certain
features in common. These features, as enumerated by
Sir Frederick Whyte, are :

I The constitution itself appears in the form of a
written Statute, supreme over all other instruments of gov-
ernment, and subject usually toa process of amendment
more elaborate and deliberate than the enactment of ordi-
nary law.

2. The constitution assigns to the compon: of
the.fedc.eration, federal and provincial, speclz)i(f)ice!t!ttmg?ig:s in
legislation, in judicial competence, and executive action.

3. The constitution separates these spheres in such a
manner as to permit the federal power and the provincial
power respectively, the completest freedom of action, each
in its allptted area, including direct contact by the G;)vern-
;'nut:::tt i ;::h the individual citizens in respect of its legitimate

4 The constitution assigns the duty of interpreting its
pcr:::mns to courts of :Justice, usually a Federal Supreme

It may further be added that Federal Governments are
the outcome of a coalition of . distinctive units and are
supported, apart from constitutional forms, by a virile public
opinion.

Turning to India, we have here no distinctive units
oonfron.ted by a common foe. The provinces in India,
except in the possible instance of Bengal, are artificial
administrative creations of the British Government.
In a huge country, such provinces are essential for the
proper discharge by the government of its duties. Nor
dp&s the attempt to create linguistic divisions solve the
fhﬂiculty. The so-called linguistic provinces have no roots
m.ttge past and are bound to be as artificial as the
existing system. The so-called racial divisions again,
do not throw light on the question. Such racial divisions
do not correspond to the provincial units, “but permeate
every province in the country. Again, there is a total
lack of the instructed public spirit and the alert public
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opinion which, in federal states, form an adequate
protection against disruptive forces. Half-a-century of
resolute Central Government has been found necessary
to hold together India as a whole and give a concrete
reality to the spiritual yearnings, which have transﬁgux:ed the
country into a motherland. The forces of disrupnon, of
disintegration, of communalism, have only been held in chfeck
for the moment. The conditions pre-requisite for the establish-
ment of a Federal State are totally lacking here. Sucha State
is necessarily weaker than one of an unitary type ?,nd also
possesses an executive, irremoveable for the time being, and
consequently, having only remote responsibility to the pteople.
The overriding authority of Parliament, a conspicuous
feature of the British constitution, is discounted by the
distribution of powers between component parts held
in check by a powerful judiciary. The tendency
for the Indian provincesin a Federal State will be to convert
the courts into an arena for fighting \;vith one another,
thereby bringing the sovereign power 1nto contempt and
weakening the centripetal forces. The doctrine of yltra vires
might lead the component parts to lndulge_ in endl.ess
litigation, making the Courts the theatre of their er
activities. The defiance of the central executive which
such proceedings involve is sure to produce harmful conse-
quences. Nor is the rigid division of fuctions, chafactensuc of
a federal constitution, a desirablefeature for adoption here; and
concurrent jurisdictions are equally dangerous features. Lord
Selborne in his speechin the House of Lords, on the Reform
Bill of 1919, observed that he raised the question, whether t}xe
parliament of India was sovereign as regards the provmgﬂ
legislatures. The answer was ** No ”oou Wt pappegs if a
provincial act is inconsistent with an All-!nma Act? The
answer was that the case had never arsen. T.he question
might never arise in an unitary state with a Sovereign Central
Lemﬁnerlze'are two other difficulties in India. Indiaisa
poor country possessing almost mediaeyal resources. Th'e
material background for costly constitutional edifices is
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sence of the enemy at the door made separate existence
impossible. The master-spirit of the constitution, Alexander
Hamilton devised a scheme of federal administration. The
Constitution declared that the sovereign authority vested in
the American pedple ; and the Federal authority was vested
with the bare minimum of power, essential for the dis-
charge of its duties. All powers, except those expressly
vested by statute in the central authority, were left
in the hands of the states. The individua] states were
not even pledged to remain perpetually within the Union.
The President of the United States was made the Supreme
Federal Executive authority, der.ving his power direct
from the people. The Supreme Court of the United
States was invested with the authority to interpret the
constitution, to prevent the component parts from encroach-
ing on the jurisdiction of one another. In fact, centrifugal
tendencies exhibited themselves often in the course of
American history; and the rebellion of the southern
states shook the federal authority to its very founda-
tions, during the period of the civil war. Sometimes,
the judgments of the Supreme Federal Court could
not be enforced, as when President Johnson challenged Chief
Justice Marshall to carry out his judgment if he could. But the
constitution has weathered all the storms and is now secure
against enemies from within or without. It is the effective
sanction of a powerful public opinion in favour of the Union,
that forms the support of the American constitution. In
fact, the American federal system points to the necessity of
public spirit and homogeneous public opinion among the
citizens of a federal state.

- The more recent Australian constitution is also of the
Federal type. A number of scattered governments and
colonies in a big continent—New South Wales, Victoria,
South  Australia, Queensland, Tasmania etc.,—isola-
ted from other component parts of the Empire and
faced with the contingency of war, “ humbly relying on the
blessing of Almighty God, agreed to unite in one indissoluble
Federal Commonwealth, under the Crown of the United
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Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and under the Consti-
tution hereby established”. The people of the Cgmx?on-
wealth in whom the political sovereignty is vested, distribute
their powers between the State Legislatures and the Australi-
an Parliament. There is, as in America, the Su?reme Cot‘xrt.
which oftentimes is called upon to decide questions relating
to the Constitutional status of the Commonwealt.h. and the
States. The legislature approximates to the British type.
Here again we find a sense of common danger bringing
together a number of distinctive states reinforced by a sound
public opinion. -

The next constitution to which a very brief refcrgtgce
may be made is that of Canada. There, under the Brmfh
North America Act of 1867, the provinces of Quebec, Ontario,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, together formed the
Dominion of Canada. In view of the striking local cha-
racteristics and the great division of interests between the
French and the British populations, it was found essential to
depart from the British constitution on which it was to be
modelled, in that it was made of a federal character. A
clear division between the Provincial Councils and the
Canadian Parliament was made in respect of funcn?ns. The
Federal authority was made superior to the Province, and
together with Parliament, it has full authority over Canada,
except where it is restricted in favour of the Provinces by
statutory provisions. The judiciary plays the same part as
in the other federal constitutions.

Turning next to Switzerland, we find that twenty cantons,
intensely jealous of their powers and authority, united fna
federation. Asin America, the cantons are made sovereign,
inso far as their sovereignty is not li.mited by,thg Federal
constitution, and as such they exercise all the ngllx“ts no:
explicitly delegated to the Federal Power. The .edera
Council, the Federal Assembly, and the Federal '}'nbunal,
form the component parts of the Central authority. All
suits between the confederation and the cantons, apd all
matters of public law are decided by the Federa} ’I:nbtlnal.

It will be apparent, thus, that federal constitutions are
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wanting here. A Federal system is infinitely more expen-
sive than an unitary government, The multiplied
apparatus of federal administration, with numerous
bodies, great and small, functioning sometimes in
unison, ofteiitimes in collision with one another,
add to the-
in one of the constitutional schemes framed under
the. Congress mandate that a Federal system is not
more expensive. This ipse dizit is unsupported by argu-
ments or reference to facts. The second difficulty is the
existence of a large number of Native States. These States
considerably vary from one another and form a striking
contrast to the existing provincial administrations. To fit
them in to a scheme of Federation, is an almost impossible
task. '!‘hey are sure to constitute a violent bone of
contt.znt{on between the Central Federal authority and the
provincial Federal units, as regards the power and juris-
dlCthl'l' to be exercised over them. In this clash, the
authority of Government is sure to suffer and defiance of
Federal power will be fostereq on the part of the Native
States. The central government in an unijtary system will

alone be able to deal with the problems of the Native States,
adequately and efficiently,

It does not of course follow that an unitary India will
not. have its provinces. To suit administrative con-
venience or satisfy linguistic aspirations, India may
have as many provinces as mayj]be desirable. But it must
be distinctly understood that such provinces derive their
authority only from the central administration. They
will approximate to the position which the districts bear
towards the provincial executives. Meanwhile, the country
requires to be warned against deceptive expressions like
‘ provincial autonomy ', In so far assuch an expression
means merely the devolution of power from the central
administration into provincial hands, no constitutional
progress is achieved thereby. Responsible government, is

pot and cannot be connoted by such a term as * provincial
autonomy ’.
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The Tamils and the Andhras

By PANDIT M. RAGHAVA AIYANGAR
I

OF the countries which make up the southern portion of
India it is well-known that those in which Tamil, Telugu
and Kanarese are spoken are the countries which may
boast of an ancient culture and a memorable past. The
cultural and historical inter-relations between these
countries are naturally of great interest. Though the
Kanarese ianguage and literature are old and rich, still the
intimacy of the contact of the Tamils with the Andhras,
the fruitfulness of the contact and the importance of the
enquiry may well justify our going first into the relations
between them. .
Philologists are agreed that in the Dravidian group of
languages Tamil, Telugu and Kanarese fall into a class by
themselves. Of them the first two are the languages
entitled to be considered the more ancient. Though
Kanarese has no mean literature, still the belief of tlge
ancient Tamil scholars was that the Kanarese language is
a product of the intermingling of Tamil and Telugu.
Jayam-kondan, the prince of poets of the early years of
the twelfth century A.D., speaks of Kanarese being a
jumble of ‘ some Telugu and much Tamil’.* The truth of
this observation will not be lost on those who have studied
Old Kanarese. Malayalam is, indeed, another language
pertaining to this group, but it is fittingly treated as a
daughter of Tamil. That the mountainous regions
skirting the western sea were formerly a part of the Tamil
country and that the language spoken there was not
different is obvious enough from tbe cld Malayalam
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literature and the inscriptions found in that area. This is
why Kamban, as great a scholar as he was a poet, speaks
of Malayalam as if it was not in his days a language very
different from Tamil.*

If Tamil, Felugu and Kanarese belong to one class,
which language is the parent? One may confess to an
inability to offer a solution acceptable to scholars in
general. There are some amongst us who hold that
Tamil occupies that relationship. It is accepted on all
hands that Tolkappiyar’s Tolkappiyam is the earliest and
most authoritative. This work divides the country
where Tamil is current into twelve divisions and classifies
the words that come from lands like Vadugu beyond those
twelve divisions as words of foreign origin. Panam-
paranar too, a contemporary of Tolkappiyar, describes the
Tamil land as limited on the north by the Venkata Hills
and does not claim that its domain extended further
beyond. Kakkai-padiniyar, also an ancient Tamil poets
mentions distinctly that Vadugu, the land where the
Telugu language is current, formed the northern limit of
Tamil® It will thus be patent that long Dbefore
Tolkappiyar’s times Tamil and Telugu had been current
side by side as twoindependent languages. To judge by the
Tamil literature now available, Telugu would seem to be
entitled to an antiquity equal to that of Tamil.

During the Sangam period the Tamils knew the
Andhras under the name Vadugar* and their language as
Vadugu. Similarly, the Telugus called the Tamils by the
name Aravar and their language Aravam. The word
Vadagar is only a variant of Vadugar, a northerner.
Just as the'country to the west (Kudakku) became Kudaku
80 the coumtry to the north ( Vadakku) became Vadagu

le_sde Qparate ©0@ serwiih, Fgeer Ureeur Qarecd
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In later times this term Vad was applied by the Tamils to the
Balijas among the Andhras. d P
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and, later, changed to Vadugu.® This derivation is also
indicated by the lines of Kakkai-padiniyar already quoted
and by the phrase ‘ Vadugar of the North’ in another
work of the Sangam age. It seems that even in the times
of the Last Sangam the country north of the Venkata
Hills was considered the country of the Vadugar.*

Some of the Kanarese too seem to have been called
Vadugar® In consequence of the Andhras and the Kana- .
Fese having been called by the common name of Vadugar
it the days of the Sangam, it has been surmised that they
were then one race and that their language too must have
be¢n known as Vadugu and that it is only later that
Kanarese must have branched off into a separate language.*
But llam-Ko-Adigal, the great epic-poet of the Sangam
age, mentions distinctly those who speak the Kanarese
language as Karunadar,® and other classical writers make
mentioA separately of the lands where Kanarese a'nd
Telugu were respectively spoken.® The northern portion
of the Mysore state and parts of the districts of Bellary
and Anaatapur seem to be known even now as Badaga-
Dadu and the Kanarese of those areas are known as
Badaga-varu and Bodaga-natti-varu. A poem of the
Sangam mentions an Erumai as 2 ‘Vadugar chief’ in whose

3 gibe ade (srémeurpaflun)
:::.ti-ﬁun'_gu (um. 378)
: v Oadscg g,

:&Oord-.: :.‘.ﬁ oQsi Cowrd g (s> 213)

o e sppar Ly el
s ume; arare dao@ Corvr@ing )
o,‘r-_.u-u uaw“ o gl afsi

SPuri wByi sddpi sridgd .

Quwrf ouufc,.u Lpipur 15 gud. (omp. 295)
Sadai Cumwsdr Gulies r Qummis, @—or®, (xse 115’ 253)
¢The Tamils 1800 Years Ago, p- 29-

Qardooni sdiei Qarbsm sri ] (oo, 35, 156;

Qardeaws o spmis QarPibam ar . (~=p 26, 106
Qardsomd ssrar & Qarioni Opgbai . (Hssfui)

scharii> wly slliai Cagbeir. (sar. 272 LiMe.)

255



112 TRIVENI

land flowed the river Ayiri* This is evidently the Agiri
which falls into the Tungabhadra. It is this country
which was probably the extreme southern Lmit ofthe
Asokan empire. as is evidenced from inscriptions found in
the vicinity.

If these be so, it follows that the Telugus who were to
the north, and the Badaga Kannadas who were to the west,
of the Tamils were known generically as the Vadugar.

The poet, Ma-mulanar, says that it is beyond the lands of

a chief of the name of Katti that the language changed
into tha.t of the Vadugar.* Perhaps the chiefs well-known
as Katti-Mudaliyars in the days of the Vijayanagar empire
and later belonged to the lineage of this Katti.® It is
worthy of note that these Katti-Mudaliyars occupied
tho§e portions of the Tami] country which Ma-mulanar
assigned to Katti. There are reasons to hold that the land
ca}lec.i .Va'dugat-munai and placed beyond the lands of this
Katti is identical with the Badaga-nadu we have aiready

~ mentioned.* It is these .Badagas that seem to be referred

to by St. Sundara in one of his psalms on a shrine in the
Kongu country.*
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In Vembatturar’s Tiru-viliasyadal Puranam the Jain
king who captured Madura is called in one place ‘the
Karnataka king’ and at another place as ‘the Vadugu
king’.* These references show that the term Vadugar was
also used to devote the Kanarese, some of whom seem
latterly to have settled in the Tamil country.*

The famous commentator Nachchinarku-Iniyar and
the author of the old commetatory on the Nannul state that
of the lands surrounding the Tamil country those in which
Kanarese, Vadugu and Telugu were current were distinct
entities.* The Tefugu country being treated as distinct
from the Vadugu country, we have justification for holding
that they had the Badaga country in mind in drawing the
distinction. Otherwise we should have to suppose that
they treated the northern part of Andhra as the Telugu
land and the southera part as the Vadugu land, and seek
support for this view in the fact that the Tamil country
itself was divided into the Sen-Tamil and the Kodum-
Tamil lands. However this may be, the later Tamils
ignored what distiaction there might have been and applied
the terms Vadugar and Vadugu to the Andhras and the
Andhra language.

No evidence is forthcoming to show that the Andhras
styled themselves Vadugar. So too, the Tamils never
called themselves Aravar, though a lexicographer who
lived 8o late as three centuries back chronicled that that
word indicated the Tamils. To the ancient Andhras the
Tamils were known not as Aravar but as Aruvar, When
Jayam-Kondan describes the terror which the Tamilian
army of Kulottunga-Chola struck into the hosts of the
Kalinga king, he says that they applied the name Aruvar

3 Another wosk also mentions him asa Karnataka King, i
uSGsnbpti g, wpms aidy s@elaise. {abariin, 57)

Gaaetteer of Nilgiris District, p. 138.
hwaBys LwpSyd GySEa® SO G U5 (a5, csmdl)
a8 Quorade wia K wean i i {fmur
' amere.es riggo. . ....... wfss sisaps (wris. &,
wBs rBmrari wrar EHEFN . {wor. 04580
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to the Tamils.* That it is only the term Aruvar which was
current in early times is clear also from an old stanza on
the same war quoted in the Dands-Alangaram™® These
instances establish that the Andhras called the Tamils in
early days by the name of Aruvar,

of the Tamil land which adjoin the Telu
Aruva and Aruva-vada-talai and the
regions were known as Aruvalar,

it that the Vadugar applied the na

people of these regions and then ap
Tamils.

people of these
We may therefore take
me Aruva first to the
plied it generally to all

II

the relationships between the
In the first period, the earliest,

_ s lived in amity ; in the second
the Tamils attained supremacy over the Andhras and in

the third the position was reversed, The first period is the
age of the Sangam : the early Tamil works known as the
Sangam poems do not show that, even though there might
have been small differences on the frontiers of the Tamil
country, there was any marked antagonism or that any
serious conflicts arose in consequence. In two of these
poems we have mention of the Vadugar helping Nannan
and the Mauryas but they seem to be Kanarese of the
Badaga country and not Andhras.* The three great kings
of the Tamil country, the Cholas, the Pandyas and the

Let us now look at
Tamils and the Vadugar.
the Tamils and the Andhra

Laymei! ymei || am deopodiiar
Hut vuw Quems GeS3w.
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Cheras, do not seem to have been guilty of the ambition to
bring under their control lands beyond the Tamil ooul:try.
It would even scem that they were so attached to ‘the
€ood land where Tamil was spoken’ that tl.ley had no love
for mixing it up with lands where strangé tongues were
current :* the evidences in support of this view are many
and convincing. When kings of the north made incursions
into the south the three great kings of the Tamil country
drew together and repulsed all their attempts at gaining
even a foot-hold.* The Tamil country was therefore soil
which even the Napoleons of the north had to let alon?.
The strength of the Tamils in even the days when pr§ct1-
cally the whole of India had come under the suz'eramty
of Asoka is obvious from the circumstances that his over-

- lordship stopped short of Mysore and that he sent

ambassadors to the three great Tamil kings. Nor did the
famous empire of the Guptas cast its sha.dow over the
Tamil land. In those early days, the Tt.nml were neither
ambitious of ruling over others nor supine enpugh to be
ruled over. Evidences of the Vadugar a_,ttemptmg to lay
their hands upon the Tamil country being wanting abfg
lutely, they must have lived in peace and concord wi

the Tamils. But after the days of the Sangam tl3e rela-
tions changed. The change was due not to their own
differences but to the invasions of kings trom north.
When the northern kings of the Pallava and Chalukya
dynasties conquered Andhra and Karnataka their eager
eyes were cast on Dravida as well. Itis thenceforward

188 s groi gressdo
804y Qe @er paps 'Opn.,.cu't.' L aps . .
sdpesi upss gy ari@ B ( f:')
i yap gpmi pawQurfés aemsinSer (Carev)
5 ¢ ardgo . )
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Leliug Corde Cubs_g ‘b.ui )
Cur JRuui Cowsis 10 gub g,
o:?youui Cowss srd g ‘ (@o5)

259



116 TRIVENI

that we mostly hear of conflicts between the Tamils and
the northerners in the Tamil country and beyond. Light
on these masters is thrown by the poems from Pandik-
Kovai quoted in the commentary on Iraiyanar’s Kalavu-
tyal, the hymns'of the Vaishnava saints and others and
some copper plates. Wars were fought between the
Tamils and the Vadugar when the Pallavas took root in
the Tamil land. An old Tamil poem speaks of how the
herds of cows taken from the Vadugar in war by the
army of the Pallava who ruled over the Tondai country
were capable of giving milk for the whole world.! Like the
Pallavas, the Chalukyas too established themselves in
Vengi, a part of Andhra, and in course of time came to be
called Andhras. The Cholas had to advance against them
and wage furious wars in the Telugu country. The
northern wars of Chola-kings like Rajaraja I and Raja-
rajendra I are well-known. History records how Vira-
Rajendra conquered Vengi and made a gift of it to a
Chalukya of the name of Vajayaditya. In the commentary
on the Vira-soliyam, a Tamil grammar composed in honour
of this Vira-Rajendra, occurs a stanza which chronicles
this event.*

The Cholas and the Chalukyas of Vengi were not
merely ranged as opponents in war: they entered into
marital relations with each other and three generations of
Chola princesses entered the Vengi family : as brides it is
known that Vimaladitya I the Eastern Chalukya (1015-1022)
married Kundavai, daughter of the great Chola king
Rajaraja I; Rajaraja-Narendra (1022-1061) the son of

LapdQuryf Biuner wewGs g LBUL
weri g3 wers Cuoriby Quogrs
ufifdos Qsrarm s Lo ®daritar
Celbs srus g L oG m et
Qurmisr aBai qpdwssrar
sL.ig Qare_ urewr BenBu. (Qsre. Qur. 55, ss. a.emr )
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the Chalukya Vimaladitya I married Aqmapg;—d:;g
daughter of Rajendra I, himself son of l.{ajara]a.,d ne
Vikramaditya I of the Western Chalukya lmg marr:ended
daughter of Vira-Rajendra Chola. Thesg a}lhances eess "
to bring peace to these dynasties, and in"the pr:))c o
time the Eastern Chalukya alliances of Fhe Cholas rougil

the Andhra country under the dominion of the Tatt,n 3
When the Eastern Chalukya king who was the hu:lggz’
of Ammanga-devi, daughter of Rajenfira I died abo(;x oo
the son of that couple, prince Rajendr.a, ascende ;

throne of the Andhra country. The. direct Chola hu;e
having become almost extinct at this time, agd the Cho ae
kingdom having no king at its helm, this Rajendra cla:p
down from the Andhra country, put forward the c ax:,n
that the Chola throne was his in his right as th.e daughte ;
son of Rajendra Chola I, laid hands on the kingdom atrl\‘ d
mounted the Chola throne in 1070. Thus he be.cameIt .
lord of the Andhra country and the Chola emplx)re. 1:
this Rajendra that is well known ur:dell')ht e ’n:::d
Kulottunga I and under the epxthe}s :A.h ayfor S
‘Vijayadhara’. He deserved the title 'ttl:d ord of
both lineages’, inasmuch as he was entl cd two
crowns,—that of his father, the Chaluky: h lintg’of o
belonged to the lineage of the Moop. an . te o e
to the grand-fathe; tl:e lfl;?so[l?ro:mesg, w:s ofelt by his

i e of the Sun. S Wa _

:t):etrtrl;e;u;ﬁgmund and he emerged vxf:ton?\:tslel; :g:;z
contest. Anantavarman Choda-Ganga, klng g the K ines
country, having once failed to pay tri ude -in-chief’
Kulottunga sent an army under his commander 3

" Karunakara-Tondaiman and brought that country under
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his control. This war it is that furnished the theme for
Jayam-kondan’s Kalingattup-parani, a war-song the like
of which no other literature in the world can boast of. He
ruled the Chola empire from Gangai-konda cholapuram,
in the heart of ‘the Tamil country, nominating his sons
Vira Chola and Vikrama Chola as Viceroys of Vengi.
On his death in 1120 A.D., his son Vikrama Chola
ascended the throne. It isin his days and in those of his

son Kulottunga IT and his grand son Rajaraja II that -

great Tamil poets like Ottakkutta and Kamban and
Pugalendi flourished. These kings too were rulers over
both the Tamil and the Andhra countries and some of the
viceroys whom they sent from the Chola country settled
in Andhra and in a generation or two turned Andhras.
*Velanandu’ and * Pottappi’ Cholas are examples of this
process,

The Tamil scholars of those days were also well
versed in the literary works of the Andhras. The
Yapparungala-virutti, a renowned commentary which
must be attributed to the tenth or the eleventh century
A. D, cites an old prosodical work in the Andhra
language said to have been written by one Vanchi.
Though the reading in the printed books js ‘Vanji,’
SOme manuscripts may be taken to yield the reading
* Avaranji’ (Aparanji ). Competent Telugu scholars are
not able to trace an author of this name. The existence
of so early a prosodical treatise shows that the Aandhra
literature must have been very rich, Here we have proof
positive that the absence in the present day of Telugu
works earlier than those of Nannayya-Bhatta (IIth

century) cannot support the view that there was no
Telugu literature prior to his days.

Rendered from TAMIL by
R. SESHADRI-AIYANGAR, B.A., BL.

Current Topics .

THE ROYAL COMMISSION

To convert an enemy into a friend is a fairly hard
task in life. But to convert a friend intoc an enemy

must really be a harder business. We do not know

why the latter should be done, yet we have seen in our
O‘Wyl day and with our own eyes, how the British statesmen
have transformed the sedate and loyal friends of .the
Montford era into unwilling, but none the less unyielding,
enemies of Government. This is the achievement that to_-day
stands to the credit of the “ Irwin-H&'d ” etx:é p;?:;e ; ;;
adage that when the day of destiny arrives, ol
mind go amiss. And just as India has become d:m
distracted and desperate, the Royal Commission has

this ancient land and united the scattered forces under one
command. The situation that has developed out.of the ;‘cn-
vities of the Royal Commission is nothing sur.pnsingl;m“:rf,
unity is a factor that must be invoked osly in an A
need. People do not worship unity fog the !nke o}’ m"’n{l:
Unity in times of peace implies a certain lalsxmdet%e Tllopc
yea, a certain torpidity of spirit. The best of ﬂ:iwtl;‘ehwh Vi
only on a repurcussion of ideas. The razoran v ctstone
may maintain perfect amity between them by n ﬂx?omt' g
into contact or conflict with each other. Lnl.:ew’:se, dn anon
steel may pursue the gospel of * live and let live’ and put

an air of perfect peace. It is only when there is impact
between them,— gentle or furious— that they livetoa purposesta ° ix;
That impact is not a disruptive force, but a Step::hoolg in
the struggle for self-realisation. Even so, the o sri
political thought in India have each had its own fpeteedeoho:
schemes of agitation, and ideals. In the hour of gﬁ  bow-
ever, they have come into contact, their activi ?action
coalesced, and they have evolved a common plan odormant:
They stand united. In diversity, unity 18 alw.ays
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The changing situations in life transform the dormant or the
potential into the kinetic.

The political situation that has developed during the
past six months has really a psychological interest for us. It
has a historic * background doubtless behind itself, but it
behoves us to study the problem in its academic aspect. So
recently as in 1919, people in India were rushing for pass-
ports, and politicians were over-reaching one another in order
to get at the all-too-limited permits and passages allowed to
deputations before the Joint Parliamentary Committee of the
Montford days, in London. Why is it then that when a
Joint Parliamentary Committee visits Delhi and comes to
your very doors, the politicians do not care to hob-nob with
the members thereof. They are sullen and stand aloof and
avoid all approach to, or association with, Sir John Simon
and his colleagues. Even Sir John Simon, we dare say,
knows inwardly that Bezawada must have more castes and
Communities than the fifty Viswakarmas that accorded him
a welcome, that the Metropolis of the Presidency cannot be
wholly populated by the Depressed Classes and the officials.
The events at Guntur constitute a chapter by themselves, and
the spontaneous hartal in Madras after the display of force
by Government and the countermanding orders by the
Working Committee, deserves to be pondered over by the
President of the Royal Commission. Surely, it cannot
be said that these demonstrations are all effected by
intimidation as Sir Richard Craddock would fain
believe, noris government so indulgent and idealistic as to
permit popular leaders to exercise force upon the public,
much to the detriment of its own prestige in this country-
To-day, the most avowed opponents of the Royal Commission
are the men that worked—and worked at a sacrifice, the
Montford Reforms for seven years. Noris it a small matter
that the Assembly and the Councils of Madras, C. P. and
U. P. should have declared for boycott of the Commission.
All this has a tale to tell. India is no longer willing to be led,
tied down to England’s apron strings, but is able to stand on
her own fect and evolve her own constitution. This is what
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she Jemands. Nothing more would she desire, nothing less
would she accept.

THE RESERVE BANK

In all self-governing countries, currené

y and coinage
‘are regulated not by the State but by pri

3 . rivate Ba:
Institutions. The earliest representatives of these Banks

in the We.st were gold’sn_aiths who had originally con-
ceived the idea of ‘note’ issue and put the idea into
force. Later came the Banks,' and the Banks have been
specially chartered tO- do this duty. A Bank of this -
character, though ostensibly non-official in structure, must in
the very nature of things, have a good deal to do with gov-
ernment. In self-governing countries, there is no confj t of
interest between the People and the State and accordingly the
line of demarkation between a State Bank and a Shareholders’
Bank is hazy. Notsoin India. Here the State has hitherto
been regulating note issue and coinage. The Govern-
ment of India, politicians have been contending, is merely
the Managing Directorate of Br:qsh wad_mm.qlmu‘m‘
In a sense, it is the political fr?nt in qum (?f British capita-
lists. In this view, the Indian feeling is alwa'y;.one of
suspicion and distrust towards the. acts of commission and
omission of the Government of India. Why is not the Paper |
Currency Reserve kept in India ? Why should the Gold
Smnda% Reserve be in London ? Why should both these,
which once amounted to 160 crores of rupees, be lent out to
British merchants at 2 or 3 per cent while the Government
frl India is always borrowing at 4 to 6 per cent?' Why should
?he npersistent recommendations of successive Currency

C ssions and of authorities like Sir Daniel Hamilton to

i ilfully neglected? Why
o Roves r%e;vzi:;) ;‘;dv: :ersold );oong after war and
stggummch were accumulated (purtéhasle;igdat Iﬁ.i )4dt
ratio (or Rs. 15 per sovereign) h.ave been iﬁ e.*re.‘,ul(tsr,c:1 su:n
2s. 10d. ratio (Rs. 7-6-0 per soverelgt}) and in the rest ,? um
of 60 crores of rupees have been wiped out in a tnceb]
these, though seemingly intricate, are really simple problems,
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because they are approached by the Bureaucracy from the
standpoint of England, not of India. They show the conflict
of interests between the two Nations.

Nor does Sir Basil Blackett maintain any unnecessary
secrecy about thiese matters. For, what is the meaning of
his oft-repeated statement that the Reserve Bank Bill is
meant by Government to confer upon India financial Swaraj ?
Already. India, we have been informed by the Liberal
protagonists of Mr. Montagu, enjoys fiscal Swaraj by the
Montford Reforms. For, did not the Joint Committee
* Report say that where the Indian Central Legislature and

the Government of India have agreed in regard to Tariffs,
the Secretary of State would not object, unless he considered
that any proposed measure militated against the interests of
the Empire ? Why then are the Indians— representing all
shades and schools of political thought and economic
interest—so obtuse as not to couple Sir Basil Blackett's
ﬁn?.ncml swara) with Montagu’s fiscal autonomy and
build up an India, self-contained, self-reliant, and self-
satisfying ? The points at issue are few and’clear- In-
deed they are only two in number, The Indians want 3
State Bank, Sir Basil offers a Shareholders’ Bank. The
Indians want a place for the Legislatures on the Directorate
of the Bank, Sir Basil would not concede it. Al the battles
}'Oyal,—t!le Select Committee deliberations, the Viceroy’s
mferc:essmn, fhe give and take tactics, the ultimate compro-
mise in Delhi—centred round these two points in the main.

Various shifts were devised at various times. Now Sir Basil

said it was to be a Shareholders’ Bank. then it was to bea
Debenture-holders’ Bank. But the peaple would not look at it
until a compromise was reached on the basis of adequate
representation on the Directorate to the Legislatures. When
ever.ythmg was on its way to a fruition and fulfilment,
Whnehall countermanded the Indian compromise, and
Sir Basil, it is an open secret, tendered his resignation.
Thereupon he went home and had conversations with the
Secretary of State.

Sir Basil returned with a new edition of the Reserve
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Bank Bill in his pocket. By it the privileges of the Imperial
Bank were abridged and the preferential quantum of shares
allotted to them was withdrawn. Shares, from one to fifty,
were thrown open to any one in India and the structure was
planned on a democratic basis. But a constitutional difficulty
arose. The old Bill was not withdrawn. It was merely ‘ not
proceeded with.” Thus while the old measure was before the
House, the new one had to be, and was, introduced. The old
could not be withdrawn except with the leave of the House,
but the House would not give the leave as the Bill was
hammered out on the most popular basis in the Joint Select
Committee. Sir Basil tcok courage in both hands and begged
leave to introduce the new Bill over the head of the old, but
President Patel also took courage in both hands and declined
the leave asked for. Nothing daunted, Sir Basil decided to
resume the old measure, and taking advantage of the absence
of the infernal Congressmen from the Assembly, began a
rapid march. An early skirmish brought him victory as
anticipated, but in the meantime the enemy ranks mustered
strength, and in anticipation of authority being granted by
the Working Committee, attended and beat Sir Basil Blackett
and turned down the amendment to clause VIIL. It is this
clause that gives three places to the members of the Central
Legislature and two to the members of the Legislative
Councils of Governors’ Provinces, in the Directorate of the
Reserve Bank. Thus Government have been beaten ata
vital point. And they ascribe their defeat to the huff into.
which the Congressmen have got in connection with the
Simon Boycott. Accordingly they bave decided not to
proceed with the Bill, and for the time being, the wrecking
tactics of Congressmen have gained a signal victory.

A SWARAJ CONSTITUTION

Whether a constitution should be drawn up by a
Professor or a Politician is perhaps not so debateable
a point as that other point,—namely, why a constitu-
tion need be drawn up at all just now for India.
Professors may be well up in their knowledge
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of the constitutions of the world, but only politicians
know which constitution suits their country and condi-
tions best. As for the time that is appropriate for the
purpose, there may exist more than one opinion. If, asis
said, the whole of India is for boycotting the Simon
Commission, why then, people may ask, all this ado
about * constitution.making ? - The answer is simple.
Apparently the boycotters take their stand upon the
right of self-determination. It may be that this principle
receives its advocacy from its votaries in various degrees.
Some would call it self-determination, if the Royal Commis-
sion had on its personnel an equal or unequal number of
ladians. Not a few would be satisfied with equal rights and
opportunities for the select committees of the Legislatures,
Many would perhaps demand a consultation between
equals, as against an examination amongst unequals.
Whatever that be, self-determination in an attenuated or
an exacerbated measure is the principle that holds the field
and shapes the national attitude at this moment. If that
is s0, the nation must at any moment be prepared to

show that it can shape its own destiny, however rough-
hewn it may be.

Thus, tobe able to formul

ate the outlines of self-govern-
ment that we would like to

have in the near future, on an
agreed basis, is really to draft our own constitution. If the

nation can evolve an agreed scheme, stating whether the
Central Government shall be Unitary or Federal, whether
the Central and Provincial Governments should be compos-
ed of Unicameral or Bicameral legislatures, which subjects

exacitly is the manner

munal rivalries may be composed and solved, how
wide or how narrow the franchige may be—if this and a
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few allied points can be settled, then we shall ha veaugiveen
an answer,—a fitting and final answer, to.the .ch eng f
prbud and pettifogging, but really_ Qusnllammg}xs, ' 1(1)(
Lord Birkenhead and the Imperialists of his :ed
We are therefore not a little glad that'the devo_
labours of the sons and daughters of India are bean:lg
rapid fruit in Delhi, and we offer our humble but ::Ub. |
congratulations to the Committee on the steady an :
stantial progress that is being made from week to week,

S. P.
THE MAHARAJAH OF NABHA

The sudden arrest and deportation of His Highn&;fs
Maharajah Gurucharan Singh of Nabha on the Ig;h o
February last at Allahabad, raises a question of thz' igsmthe
constitutional importance. So far as we are aware, t hli the
first instance in which a Mahara)aht, w};c; n:)f th: ﬁ?pGo?;n c

the Political Departme
mﬁnga, ‘ had consented to abdicate ’, ha}sno; onlgeb:;
deprived of his status and powers asa R“hng'thm: ) |
actually taken prisoner in times of peace w:l guu] be:conng-
brought up for trial before any legally an y
stituted tribunal. Quite apart from the persona;n::})vog
of the matter, the case of the Maharajal.z volves
a question of far-reaching importance to the .Ruhn. g inces
of India. Their position, which has at all times Doen
mal ; is rendered still more so by the c}aun' :he

::: Gommem of India have now put forward 111; .
case of the Maharajah to the enforcement of Regu txog
11 of 1818. A careful examination. of the chula;gt; an.t
the circumstances under which it was passed eshl
clear that it could not have been intended to apply to other

eau.Bri'd:;h Indian subjects. The Maharajah ig in no sense
t‘mglx-itish Indian subject. Assuming he is not Ruler of Na.bya,
;e has not by virtue of his abdication lost his Na:bha domicile,
and the application of Regulation [ll toa fozT';xg:er appgart:
to us to be clearly i]l;lgal t;xax:i m:t? ;ed m
procedure is probably rescri
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He Will Appear

$O SPAKE THE MOTHER?

Clasping the pillax: in yonder court,
You ask, ‘ Where does your son now sport ?
1 know not what may be his haunts.
My womb’s the cavernous lair wherein h i
A ad
Tpe tiger-cub and whence it’ssped. But, hear tain
Right on the field of battle he will appeari .

Rendered from TAMIL by
T. G. ARAVAMUTHAN.

AThis poem is found in the
T Pure-nawuru, y antho! abou!
cighteen centuries old. The name of the poet is n;tm kn:nwu et
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The Tiny Grass-flower

. IN the stillness of the evening, on the downy banks of

the silent stream, I sat and mused. And, as I mused, I
saw a tiny flower which, bashfully, had hid itself in the

grass,

«01 longed-for flower!” I said, * why dost thou
shrink from my gaze? Thy life is rich beyond compare.
Thou growest in the green grass; thou drinkest the crystal
waters of the stream and art refreshed by the seasonal
rains and the cool dew-drops ; thou mergest thyself in the
light of the twinkling star and the whiteness of the moon-
lit night ; thou smilest-in the rays of the rising sun; thou
noddest thy head to the whisperings of the gentle breeze.
Why, then, dost thou blush and hide thyself? Why turn
away from me? What doubt dost thou entertain ? ”

« Ah! brother”, the tiny flower replied: “ Thou
speakest true. But how could I enjoy these good things?
1 must get free from the tread of thy cruel feet. Pray, step
aside ; for, thou art my only fear.

Translated from TELUGU by the Foet
KAVUKONDALA VENKATA RaO.
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c:‘lcl)rengners Act * which empowers the Government only to
; upon the foreigner to remove himself from British India
3:: lf.i Isonly in the event of hig failing or neglectingﬁ;
] this, that the Government could deprive the person of his

ope which were not granted,

so that it is not the Maharajah’s fault that he is still here in

action is open to doubt.

The other as .
dignity of the mgf ;,he qQuestion concerns the status and

rinces. As late as 1917, it was
.of the Montford Report that there
Provision for the determination of cases
* on the part of Ruling Princes. In view
; ) veroment of Indj
f::th: to these disputes in many cases, tggl:u:hrzr:l:mgg&v;
1€ tribunal to go into the merits of these cases should
1o advise the Viceroy, one of whom
igh Court Judge, and the others to be

one concerning Governme

outside the jurisdiction of nt’s foreign relations, and hence

the Assembly, is wholly untenable. -

V.S. V.
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THE ' TAPOVAN’

In the course of his Sir William Meyer Lectures at
Madras, Dr. Jadunath Sirkar drew a fascinating picture of the
forest universities of Ancient India. But he doubted if in the
altered conditions of to-day, it was possible dr even desirable
to attempt to revive these institutions. He seems to have felt
that the ideal of peaceful seminaries oughtto give place to
that of busy centres of learning, in intimate touch with the
active, every-day life of the nation. It might be as difficult
to revive the Tapovan as to resuscitate the ideal of Rajanyas
performing the Rajasuya and the Aswamedha in triumphant
commemoration of heroic deeds. But even in our day, there
is much to be said in favour of institutions like the Gurukul,
the Santiniketan, and the Jatheeya Kalasala, which while
keeping abreast of modern culture, are yet secking to fulfil
in some measure the functions of the Tapovan. Years ago,
Dr. Coomaraswami mentioned them as the living symbols of
the Indian Renaissance. While a few of them have fallen
away from their great ideals, others like the Kashi Vidya-
pith and the Guzerat Vidyapith have come into existence and
are carrying on their noble work with a fixed resolve not to
come into line with the regulation schools and colleges. They
are establishing educational Swaraj for India in their respec-
tive spheres. They have the freedom always to experiment
and point the way to the future. They are indeed the nurseries
of freedom, bright oases in an expansive desert, true guar-
dians of Indian culture. National education under the
control of a non-swaraj Government is a contradiction in
terms, and Babu Shiv Prasad Gupta of Benares was indeed
wise in coupling his munificent donation to the Kashi
Vidyapith with a condition that Government grant should
never be sought. May such Tapovans live up to their
ideals!

K. R.
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Reviews

[ We shall be glad to review books in all Indian languages
and in English, French and German. Books for Review
should reach the office at least SIX WEEKS in advance of
the day of publication of the Journal.]

SANSKRIT

ACHARYASUNDARA-PANDYA, Nitidwisashtika: Ed. by

Pandita Puranam Suryanarayana-Thirtha and Veturi

Prabhakara Sastri’ (K. Markandeya Sarma, Kilpauk,
Madras: 1928. 8 As)

This sh.ort poem of 120 stanzas is an excellent breviary of
moral maxims, the verses being easy and limpid and full of

poetic grace. It has few equals as a companion to young men.

Echoes of these verses are to be found in the masterpieces
of Kalidasa, Srinatha,

; Manjana and Bhartrihari : obviously, the
poem 18 an ancient on

the author bore the name Acharya Sundara-Pandya and that
the deity he worshipped was 4rya or Sri Minakshi. A stanza
says that this poem of Sundara Pandya would be placed on a
golden throne by poets and crowned as queen among poems,
just as the consort of god Sundara-Pandya, Sri Minakshi, was

crowned by wise men after being placed on a golden throne.

This is, according to the editor, a reference to the Sangam

method of setting the hall-mark of approval on a poem by
placing it on a golden throne ang performing abhisheka.
Mr. Ramakrishna-Kavi, ina short introductory preface, referstoa
recent theory about Acharya Sundara-Pandya, who is referred to
by Arikesari in an inscription of aboyt 750 A.D. as his ancestor.
Mr. Kavi points out that Acharya Sundara-Pandya was probably
indentical with Vira-Pandya, the author of the Kriya Nighantu.

These suggestions deserve carefyl examination at greater
length than is possible here. We therefore content ourselves
with complimenting the editors on the excellence of their
edition. :

V. NARAYANAN, M.A, M.L.
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SRIPADA KAMESWARA RAO, M.A,, Sahitya Mimamsa and
Nataka Vimarsa. (Publisher Cherukuvada Venkataramaiya,
Rajabmuadry. Price Re. 1-4 and Rs. 28) .

131

With the exception of a few brilliant treatises of the type
of Mr, C. R, Reddy’s Kovitva Tathva Vicharamu, modern Telugu
literature is sadly lacking in high-class criticism. The canous ,
adopted in most cases are those of Eoglish critics like Edmuad
Gosse and Walter Raleigh. Very few have taken pains to study
the ancient Sanskrit works on Alankara and compare their
conclusions with those of modern European productions on
Poetics and Rhetoric. It is high time that such an attempt is
made. Mr. Kameswara Rao has done well to tranglate into
beautiful Telugu prose Dwijendra Lal Rai’s and P, C. Vasu’s
contributions to dramatic and literary criticism, the first direct
from the Bengali and the second through the Hindi translation
of R. D. Misra.

The books cover a wide range, profuse quotations from
Shakespeare and other western poets being a feature. Where-
ever available, lucid renderings from Sanskritand English have
been taken from present-day Telugu poets. Mr. Kameswara
Rao is a scholar of eminence well-versed in Eagtern and
Western culture. The Drama in all literatures is his
favourite theme, and he has been trying hard to popularise
certain innovations suited to modern conditions. We have
great pleasure in commending the volumes before us, as they
maintain the high level attained by the author in his previous
works,

K R.

TAMIL

T. N. SESHACHALA AIYAR, Kamba-Ramayanam (Bala-
Kandam) : C. SIVAGNANAM PILLAIL, Kamba-Ramayanam, (4
Kandas), Tirunavukkarasu, Periya- Puranam,

This is a period of creative inactivity in Tamil. Never
was Tamil literature atso low an ebb. Not that there is a
dearth of printed matter : printing presses in the Tamil country
are more active indeed than almost in any other part of South
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India. News-papers, hand-bills abou i

» hand- t dramatic eptertainment
catalogues of postal business adventurers, magui'::es which I:G'
magazines merely because the postal rules allow concession
rates for advertisement matter relieveq by an occasional

inter-larding of ‘literature’, novels which are blatant adaptations

from English,—these are what th
, ¢ generality of T. i
presses produce. Some other presses inde:d thc;:ﬁalrsn::iz:

bring out primers, readers, catechisms and analyses,—and

these constitute the ant .
: e a s ocracy. Literat
being pubhsheq in the Tamil country e gets no chaace of

The outlook for Tamil literature has

for about half not been so murky

, e rought the novel into Tamil, the
Sy etraans Seh 20 Blble s o
fni » 1he delicate charm of Raj s
o e sty Mo
h 0, an ¢ force of the
of Bharati, the satiric vein of Madhlva‘;;o::.t:w‘a:”tz
tc::nired a reputation in the hands of
O generations. The only creative
glimmer even of :hf 'rinsea:;b“da Nodaliyar. But o have no
the horizon, a star of the first magnitude above

wee :l::‘oenfwﬁ:lskhed hlstOﬁ?nl the palm must be divided bet-
scholars and ¢ 'r. Blf"'.A” angars, but they are historians,
creative arti ritics : Deither of them can be considered to be

1sts, for, their published work of that kind is meagre.

None of the you
$0 early in its hmm;l,g;r men has any promise in him. Even

commercialized. There odern Tamil has become completely

write . 18 DO scope for any one who will not
who s;:::izol; he 1ntellectual level of the Tamilian labourer
before the pet "8 i the Malay states, or humble himself
departmempe ¥ pu bh‘,h" who runs a precarious publishing
butiness. T;se.a side-line 1o ap even more precarious grocery
have now disa Srace Of- Tamil and its incomparable strength
demand and t:p“"’d In the rank vernacular which publishers
The peopler:f' :: o; 0 the throat of the public.

for too rapid and moe amil country are now paying the penaity
of the present day is degn b an anglicization. The literature
quantity. A fewy ® Cespicable in quality and negligible in

: fmore years of this cultural inanition must lead
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inevitably to an atrophy of the creative instinct among the
Tamils. » .

This is the reason why we welcome some recent publica-
tions of the type of Mr. T. N. Seshachalam’s edition of the Bala-
kandam of Kamban’s Ramayanam, and also Mr.-C. Sivagnanam
Pillai’s abridgements of the various books of Kamban’s Rama-
yanam and Sekkilar's Periya Puranam. These books are
editions, in the full or in abridgement, of the works of the
two great ¢pic poets of the 12th century A. D.: they are
far away from us, both in time and in spirit. None
the less, the appearance of these books at this time
shows that there is still a demand,—though weak, almost
imperceptible and fluctuating,—for the genuine classics of
Tamil. The preseatation of these classics by these two editors
is even more significant. The poems are annotated briefly
and to the point, and some critical notes are added.
While this shows that the classics are not understood
without such aids, it shows also that people are yet to be found
who would put themselves to the trouble of working steadily
through them. The editors have done their work conscieatiously
and they have not forgotten that they are editing classics.
Even the man in the street can now have no excuse for refusing
to study the early classics, but we wonder whether even these
excelent editions will tempt the English-educated man to turn
to a study of the masterpieces of his mother tongue, for, he has
no eye for the literature and no heart for the culture of his
country. ' .

We must also draw attention to Mr. Sivagananam Pillai’s
excellent lives of the three great saints of Tamil Saivism. They
are compact of literature and competent historical research.
They are guide-posts to a critical study of the ancient Tamil
literature, Nowhere else have we found the raw material for
the lives of the saints of Tamil Saivism collected with such
completeness or sifted with greater acumen. -

Mr. Seshachalam has laid the Tamil country under heavy
obligation to him by starting a weekly called the Kala-Nilayam,
which is purposely intended to be an exponent of the ancient
Tamil culture and a practical exemplification of how the Tamil
language could be made to convey modern thoughts to modern
minds. The style is designedly literary. To the casual reader
it might appear pedantic, but a continued study of the essays
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will show how well a pure literary style can be sustajned with-
out its degenerating into pedantic bombast. Mr. Seshachalam
and his collaborators deserve to be congratulated for their high

courage in seeking to re-instate a literary style in Tamil to the
place which is ifs just due,

With this same purpose it is indeed
that Mr. Seshachalam has also written a novel, the Prince of
Yemangada. And the story in it is not its least interesting
feature.

We wish Mr. Seshachalam and Mr. Sivagnanam Pillai a
full measure of public appreciation and we are confident that,
in course of time, recognition will come to them as persons who
in their effective,

though humble, ways contributed to the
resuscitation of Tamil language and literature.

T. G. A.
ENGLISH
REV. FATHER HENRY HERAS, S.J., M. A. The Aravids
g:nalgy of Vijayanagara Vol. I. (B. G. Paul, Madras, 1925.
10.)

] Father Heras has undertaken a great task, and has done
it in a manner which gives satisfaction to the scholar as well as
the lay reader. A complete history of the Vijayanagar Empire
is yet to be written, for, the present work covers only a short

pgriod towards the closing years of the Empire. A book of this
kind ought to have bee

n written long ago, but for the indiffe-
rence of scholars who are immediately interested in the recon-
struction of the history of South India. Father Heras is eminently
fitted to do the work which he has undertaken. His knowledge of
European languages has enabled him to exploit the Portuguese
and the Jesuit records, which would not have been easily

possible for others, However, he does not base his account
entirely on them,

I : but draws his information from all available
sources—1inscriptions, monuments, travellers’ journals, historical

documents and vernacular literatures ; and examines them with
rare impartiality,

and arrives at very judicious conclusions. I
fact, Father Heras deserves to be congratulated on the produc-
tion of a book which cannot easily be surpassed tor a long time
to come, It bears testimony to his patient industry, rare skill in
marshalling all

relevant facts, lucidity of presentation, and
soundness of judgment.
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. ive
k  The book contains 26 chapters, besxfle:in;n e::;“‘f‘;:r
bibliographical introduction at the beg:n“d " atin. docu-
dices containing Persian, Portuguese, da_at the end.
ments exhaustive index and a short corfigen I and the
!;:nt;, .tncba ter describes the reign of Venkata " 'ma Raya,
tYr:nr:; of Sa‘l’akam Timma. It shows clcgrli th‘;tet: ved the
the founder of th eAravidu Dynasty, and hnsh r?ruluv; Dynasty
Empire from destruction, and supplanted { et dtoa descrip-
dually. The next four chapters are devoted | of State
tior u: lZe career of Rama Raya, first as a M‘“‘l‘;" ire. We
1 st v et and e v e o0 B
have in these chapters a lucid 'accoul;E o The Mubammadan
internal admianistration and foreign po lCY-r  writers, describe
historians, and following them, many Eng “d slings with the
him as a monster of wickedness In his felexaminatioll of
Deccani Sultans. Father Heras, after 2 c.nc:nclusion . “The
o1l relevant documents, arriv.es ath ?gd‘?;l:t?;ns it Deccani
B Ramt“Rtaz:t ;? the‘ shrewd diplomatist ofl th:
Muhammdan: 'Th e llows an  account of the Te a tg
modern tyw; 'the :ou th, which ultimately remlte‘g ":l b :
::;il::: eo:quest of the Chola, Oh:n.ﬁ:t:?pl:;:ixlof ";f. dm:
.Tnd the fo:"g:f::e Ofltt:!zs?l‘):‘poi;ed out in this :oilil;egc;i:;
- th‘::ilo"?t,h:: Heras is wrong in ﬂfi“ki“g “‘.‘t:l::fN‘:z;ym . The
of Madura was establ.isbeld du:;gsth:l:'::y mention that the
e t:‘; :i‘:'l:“t;te) :o::ldltio'n of the Kiul'zl-d}:"em :::::‘T:;:
::::t\:l:z:n;:ﬁﬂﬂ the reign of Kﬁs:;‘n‘stR ::i:‘ view are hardly
'bic!' !T'therv? e;,‘:v::o?:;:‘ ﬁ:ft time a f:lear .'l::dt ;;rapvll;z
description of the batile of Rakshasa Tagdi Cehich was 10
Muhammadan victory, | o
Sisaseous i ity consequeaces o the Hindu Empire 25 won hos
the e e ace:u:; 0{{:3:::::::; tegimentf employed.lzi;l:
the treachery o : n;glr. Chapter 10 describes the a's;he pext-
efnm:gagfaxy:::d the end of the T‘;]“,;? D;;:s:{"d Ranga L
o , . . 3 ns O iru
ur chapters ‘”: ‘ n:::h :::: ::'f city of -V“"”“ﬁ"b;?:v::
de‘:tr‘:;::'l‘;: ‘th: Muhammadans as it is geaerally
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Father Heras brings some new evidence to show that the -

Deccanf m.:ltnns were responsible for the construction of certain
new buildings in the Hindu capital, The general belief that
the capital was transferred to Penugonda soon after the disaster
at Raksh.asa Tagdi is shown to be false. In fact, Tirumala ruled
the Emp"‘_ from Vijayanagar for two or three years after this
event. With the reign of Venkata I, the Muhammadan
attacks grow feeble, and Venkata was able to force the Muham-
:x;adﬁx.: rulers to recognize the Krishna as the boundary between

he indu Empire and its Mubammadan neighbours. A few
;: ':D::l’l are devoted o the description of the relations of the
Obepdi:r with his Viceroys. The Empire was ill-organized.
of 1 nce to the Em?eror was secured very often at the point
take :d‘:“‘i' The Viceroys Were disloyal, and were ready to
from the E:n ;igr:. of the earliest opportunity to break away
... Thelast two chapters describe the ‘literary activity’ and
dtel:: ﬁsh;t‘xggle of Sri Vaishnavism with the ot:er oects’y. The
the an‘t)i lon of the literary activity is fairly accurate, although
i quated Writers whose views Father Heras follows lead

'm often to commit blunders, One of the most remarkable
:;:i:: in the later Vijayanagara history is the expansion of
the i f“"“m in the Telugu country. It has profoundly affected
by e and culture of the people. But Father Heras dismisses

¢ subject with a brief account, whereas he devotes a dis-
Proportionately large amount of space to a description of the
?lsstmx:h of Rob?n de Nobili, The fault is perhaps not so much
M‘? : Re negligence of Father Heras, as to the carelessness of
Vij'ay;na“g“;{?ml-sanr“'“i' the author of “ The Sources of
passage ff“‘ 1story ” who does not include in it an important
the exg om A"’“"{“""”Ma in which Krishna Raya describes
themf::nflo.n of Vauhtfavism in the Andhra-desa. The book,
words me‘;:,:;“ need of Improvement in these respects. A few
of them st e ';'d I passing regarding the plates. Almostall
book. The fg‘:‘. and they certainly enbance the value of the
bei . ntisplece does not represent the head of a human
Deing, not to speak of Rama Raya. The vakradanta clearly
m(.hcates that tl}e head belongs to a demon, probably a village
deity. The printing is fairly good, but the book abounds in
spelling mistakes. The proof reading has been carelessly done.

N. VENKATARAMANAYYA, M.A., Ph.D.
280
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G. VENKATACHALAM, Modern Indian Artists. (The National
Press, Bangalore. Re 1-8.)

This is a timely and most welcome brochure from the
pen of one who is intimately associated Jwith the Art
movement in South India. It is usual to style the Modern
Indian School of Painters as the ‘ Bengal School’ and their art

- as ‘Bengal Art’. And that, in the view of some, is enough to

condemn the movement. While it is true that the revival of
Indian Art in recent years is due in the main to the devoted
labours of E. B. Havell, Abanindranath Tagore, and the'distin-
Ruished students of the latter like Nandalal Bose, Asit
Haldar, and Promode Chatterjee, it has to be recognised that the
movement has rapidly spread to all parts of India. Differences in
technique, and specialised aptitudes, are bound to become evident
in the different art centres at Mysore, Masulipatam, Lucknow,
and Lahore. The third generation of artists—we mean the
disciples of Abanindranath’s disciples—is coming up and a
close observer can trace the variations due to differing environ-
ment. Mr. Venkatachalam has rendered a great service to the
cause of Modern Indian Art by the publication of these
charming sketches. They are in no sense complete studies of

- the Artists. Each in fact deserves a volume to himself. But a

perusal of Mr.Venkatachalam’s book is sure to arouse interest in
the subject and lead to a more correct appreciation of true Indian
Art. We need only add that the book is beautifully got-up and

‘the half-tone reproductions have come off admirably.

K R

L )

P.T.SRINIVASA AIYANGAR, The Stone-Age in India:
(Sir S. Subramaniya Aiyar Lectures, 1926, University of
Madras.) ' .

Mr. P. T. Srinivasa Aiyangar is never more original than
when he is writing on a subject which others despair of tack-
ling. He has a keen eye for facts and an unerring §nstinct for
correct conclusions. With a well-stored mind and a disciplined
intellect which ought to be the envy of others in the field,
Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar has a happy knack of presenting any

"theme in the most advantageous light. He is a realist and
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mever culs himseif away from facts. So it ic that this hook of
his is a challenging contribution to the literature of the subject
with which it deals. That primeve! man had his birth in
South India, that he Arew up inteilectually under a South
Iadian sun, and.that he discovered iron right undes his feet in
South [odia and brought about g tevolution in maa’s history in
this couatry, are among the principal conclusions which he lays
hefore the scholarly world in this work. It is hard to controvert
Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar, and upless it can be showa that iron
Was not a constituent of a civilization at least as ancient as that

¢ age of South India belongs, it would be
difficult to show that M. Srinivasa Aiy angar is wrong. This is
& question which hag seally to be takep up in earnest and the
evidence ali the world over wil) have 1o be sifted with great

care. We hope Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar’s book will iacite
scholars 10 a thotough investigation,

AMRITA.

[y
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