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His Highness, the Maharajah of Jeypore.

By the generous statesmanship of the Panagal Ministry a wise
provision has been made in the Andra University Act with respect to
the Pro-Chancellorship, which has cnabled the Chancellor to bring about
a (‘I.nsc association between the landed aristocracy and the University.
This association is based on the fact that the landed aristocracy have
always been promoters of fearning  in the past @ and I need  hardly add
that the traditions of my ancient House always  placed the support and
I)Z‘Fm“ﬂﬁe of mﬂf“ill:‘\" as their foremost duty, and 1 sineerely  hope that
my ‘presu.\t conncction with education in the Andhra Desa will cnable
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RAMAKRISHNA CHOWDRY, I.C.S

The lllustrious Dewan of Jeypore,
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THE TASK OF THE FUTURE.

. . man, like a motor-engine, is judged,
LT gii E:'etr;\es?llodisglﬁt: amakes, but by his ability t‘? ggt there.
It is a tragic feature of Indian politics th’i’lt mugh no;ze r:z !;;ilgi
but little effort is put forth “to get here. Thlts sces, but what
be explained by the necessities of thf: circums ar'l;et’ b nor
is sought to be emphasised here 1 that s f th uny
turmoils of political complications, the well-wishers, o d ¢ (':oh ‘ )
fry have ignored, though not fo'rgtOttfll;l’ fti};:t g;ti‘;t i::nthe n;:fﬂ dy

i socie € ;
?ask of the I;:ggnSt’I‘L}l‘ztthIr:lc(l)ifan SOCi};’tY requires a r'adical refor-
ing of a naacc;)uﬂt of its inherent defects and its attendant
matxon in es. has been agitating the minds of socufll workers
disadvantag S: reformers for decades and generations, But
anq rcllglﬁu have been so few and far between that tl?ey were
their effor;1 desert air. This was not because of their lack of
“_rastec.l on the arnestness, but it was due to the fact t}}at their
x?mcerlty grrte to improve the governing ideals of tbg life of th.c
isolated e Ot s ounter to vested interests and prevailing condi-
f’ eo?xl:s)le ';‘N}f:y l(;ad to strike against the bed-rock of orthodexy
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a{ld conservatism and they had to strike in vain. They are the
pioneers who have shown the way and pointed out the goal.
They had necessarily to meet with defeat, but they had the great

privilege and honour of serving their country by their failures,
as Gokhale once said.

Tradition, custom and usa
nstitutions, social, religious
bold man indeed who dares
tom had the stamp of ages u
importance, and necessity,

ge hang like gossamer over Indian
and political, and he would be a
disturb them. That a certain cus-
pon it is the hall-mark of its value,

and society came to look upon it as
something sacred, something to be reverenced, instead of some-

thing to be criticised and judged on its merits. And what
is more, society would not tolerate or countenance any en-
croachment or inroad on the traditions handed down from time
immemorial. That is why the social reformers were not able to
make much progress in their mission, and even the little pro-

gress that they sometimes made, they were not able to keep up
and sustain,

Some of the evils which they wanted to uproot in society
ere so imbeded in religious dogma and superstition that it
seemed as if they had a religious sanction and a spiritual sup-
port for their existence and observance. That this state of

WY

things was not congenial for the social reform plant to grow, it.

is easy to observe. In addition to this, the people who were
interested in perpetuating the existing state of things were those
" who stood to gain by so doing, Naturally, these people were the

stoutest opponents of social reform and religious progress.
Whenever anything was done, they set up a hue and cry that
religion, handed down from the Rishis of old, was in danger
from inroads from profane hands. The Government, being a
foreign government, looked on unconcerned at the spectacle of
a society degenerating and stagnating in the mire of supersti-
tion and ignorance. The politicians began to make half-hearted
attempts to pretend as if they were the supporters of the new
cause. Having an eye always on the applause of the people, it
was not to their interest to wound the tender susceptibilities of

318

' . system might have been
No doubt on the platforms

THE TASK OF THE FUTURE

i niloquently supported social reform
o thtfui)r‘:isfg;e:sﬁ?)igng ;lny ac}crual work was cgncerned,
measgljgs;lot raise their little finger. The elders of soc1etc)lr \:z;,re
ey 'lt' ally and naturally averse to any change, an ey
o l:)rtlh B:Iew movement for the reform of society, not only;
lOQde_ ? tebut also with dislike. The women Wh.q form hal
e rus1 ’tion were completely incapable of ex?rtmg them-
o thing outside their domestic and culinary sphere.
;}Biv:virfl(:e? It]l}lren, that social reformers were few 1anril f}a:‘r:i?eg;;f:rtls.

1 nt nor approval 1
;rh;ytth: i::ilé?;r ?I?lf;?:ax%g?: thanklesipjob, a profitless task,
o bette .

itles t.
erhaps a fruitless effor
' Upndcr these circumstances, the only set of people who

iliti 1 k for
ibilities of society and work
houlder he reSponselxll)al.tlion is the youth of the nation.

he future of the worlfi lies, and
to the height of their manhood

i kable
i i s they realise the remar
hood, in proportion as :
i wom:r:lie (gan achieve, if only they put forth their energlzlr
e tg'la siasryn to such an extent will the future oft }tlhe X(;lras |
anf:ll efnci:rlilisa.tic,m be a better and a noble_r thl?f t h:,:;le | has
be 0hitherto It is the youths of various nations tha have been
e respecive peonligts o progress and e, T
ing that they have )
onty Fertr;f:),rtk'aixt:lea.gl 1:lhgeir efforts and endeavo;.llrs, hthey l;awcz sf:;
. i i They have n
i n and nothing to lose. 1hey
?verYﬂ;mg ’It‘(})negya 1 have no confounded prejudices. Tl:ey fhav«e
s d ideas. It is of their stuff that the elemen_ s of pro-
nor o ‘It is the mission of the youth of India to-day
raldom, to free religion from serfdom,
f bondage that enslave the country—
way which they alone can,
effort and exertion, till

can s :
its reformation and rejuv
It is in their hands that t

in proportion as they rise

not,

y de.
gress are mad
to liberate society f;om th

d to break the chains of bor
;?eak them in the only inimitable
namely, by enthusiasm, energy,
e o l ‘ iety for 'such a long

les that have bound society

i One o theks: a:tc ll(Jenumbed is the caste sygtem. T.he caste
time 2 0tk founded by the Rishis. It might have

been inaugurated by Lord Sri Krishna. It might have been
ee
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THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH

instituted by Lord Brahma,

It might be as old as the hills.
It might be more ancient than t

he sun and the moon. It might
have the sanction of the Vedas, the approval of the Upanishads,

the authority of the Dharma Shastras, the acceptance of the
Puranas, and the agreement of the Ithihasas. But if it is not
suitable to modern conditions, if it is not amenable to idcas of
progress, if it cramps, cripples and confines society in an
atmosphere of suffocation, the begt thing that can be done &0 it
is to hang a millstone round its neck and throw it far out into
the sea. 1 have always been watching with curiosity, perhaps
with amusement, and certainly with interest the old, old contro-
versy whether the caste system has its support in the Vedas
or the Bhagavad Gita. People were loud in proving that the
Purushasooktha Hymn in the Rig Veda was an interpolation,
that the reference to caste in the Gita was a latter-day incorpo-
ration in the text, and so o, But I always felt in my heart of
hearts that the controversy was an infructuous one, What does
it matter if the caste system is referred to in the Purushasooktha
Hyrn, if it is not suitable to modern conditions ? If the caste
system is in conflict with the present ideals of society, it must
be wiped out of existence, the authorities supporting it must be
torn to shreds and burnt to ashes and cast into the sea, If
caste is to survive, it must prove its‘credentials, it must demon-
strate its usefulness, it must Justify its existence, This is a thing
which cannot be done. Then why on earth cling to an anti.

the whole point,
It has now Played out its part. Its
behind the SCreens. Caste in its

Caste has played its part.
time has become to retire
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) X e
is the destruction of this cas
k of the future is ol !
Thethtaasannihilation of this worn-out superstition, a;)cir l:p te
SYS'me,. of this institution, once perhgps pure, nox:cess u]e’
exgﬂcltmﬂ and disgusting. If this task is to be a su ,
debasing

: i f the young men of

i and active assistance o
Co-Opemhofn,1111:ohr3nmunities, creeds and castes, are of param&mil:
the lan.d, > ill they rise equal to the occasion anfl take : e '
neceSS.lth-he\g/;ht for freedom from social serfdom, in the strug
place in

.. ;
gle for liberation from religious thraldom !

T. A. V. NATHAN, B.A,, B.L.
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WOMEN IN PANAMA

THEY are wonderfully active, considering the very few chances

they were given in the past. Political rights are not theirs
as yet, but they are rapidly working their way into various
professions and doing all they can to enlarge their educational

gaps; so much so that they now outnumber men in colleges and
high schools.

They mean to get the vote as well. Some four years ago, the
leading women in Panama launched their Feminist Campaign,
and to-day its work is to be reckoned with, as is revealed by the

influence wielded by the Women ’s Party on legislative matters
in the National Assembly,

At the head of this campaign is a remarkable woman, Clara
Gonzalez, who can claim the distinction of being the only femi-

nine lawyer in Panama. Under her able leadership, the Party

soon worked out its own programme, which aimed at securing
both the political and the economical betterment of their country-

women. A little later, delegates of the Party drew up a report
and presented it to the Government.

The first thing the women did out there was to found even.
ing classes for women and girls. The State went forward to

322

WOMEN IN PANAMA

t this scheme as soon as its utility was officially regogmscd.
ol Gonzalez become the principal and persuaded nine other
e Oto become assistant teachers. They all came as
s helpers and worked so hard that they soon succeeded
YOh:tlttrE:cytingr;reat numbers of women who began regularly to
in : :
frequent the school.

i ini arty turned its attention to

A ll;ttle 1;’;2;8&6%;;1“;2202(16)& in getting various laws

economlchpr}f made.it possible for women to own property and

passec wf o it. ‘Clauses in the marriage contraqt were altered

foloot tteixr 1;111tual obligations of both parties, in contrast to

i egsure -siededness " of the old days when a woman had no
:/}:i:cc i?lnriatters concerning her children or her dowry.

The Government has appreciatf:d the trt.amcndous. tworilc
done by these untiring women. Their suggestions are listene
oo legislators, and quite recently the State sent Clara
o b?’ lment-o gthe United States, empowering ’her to make a
Sl?)r:gigelf investigation of American women's prisons anq

. juvenile courts.
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APPRECIATION IN ART—}

LINE AND FORM.

I'N a world of doub.t the theory of the survival of the fittest is
i aFcepted as. a_.xmmatic. It is a law immutable as it is
nexplicable of origin. The Artist is perhaps the one to aproach
nearest a conception of that origin. Such survival is, at any
:}z;.tei) 'elasﬂ.y grasped in their respective fields, by the chemist,
In; nilto og.iist and the ethnologist. But, being inherently of the
Ny be, i well.may apply equally to the abstract as we know
e abstract, as it applies. to the concrete as we realise the con-
crete. Concrete malter may be reduced by the scientist to
terms of waves and eddies of Force, which may equally well
define thq at;stract; for thought, which is the parent of the
abstract, is itself a definite force. Therefore, that 'intangible
undefinable, something which has survived the existence o;
man as Art may logically be accepted as the fittest of the
abstract whx.ch has been depicted, delineated, or somehow made
comprehensible to the impressionable mind of man.
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APPRECIATION IN ART—I,

Chief of the methods adopted for the purpose of expressing
an achieved impression of either concrete or abstract, (the im-
ssion itself being obviously abstract) is the method of draw-

pre
or without the addition of colour.

ing on a plane surface, with

Appreciation of any such method of expression depends
upon the capacity for acceptance of the impression expressed.
Such acceptance may be, often is, purely passive. You either
immediately like the picture or immediately you do not. But
the gift of passive realisation is the primary genius of the artist,
and is the possession of the few. Too often it is false and based
on previous misinterpretations. It 1is, however, possible to
educate the senses to analytical appreciation provided there is
an honest endeavour. That endeavour is difficult for it entails

the admission of a lack.

For this critical analysis it is essential fo realise the imita-
tions of the mode of expression chosen by the artist. Take, for
a traditional landscape oil-colour on canvas, such as
one by Turner. He was limited by such considerations as the
texture of his canvas, the size of the canvas in comparison with
the area of the depicted scene; the fact that he must draw his
out lines in perspective to obtain “depth * on a plane surface ;
the character of the oils and chemical compounds he used for
his colours ; the texture of his brushes and pencils ; the inaccu-
racy of his eye; the unsteadiness of his hand. Each and
everyone of these factors he must control towards depicting in
his own style the impressions (changing as he worked) of the
landscape he portrayed. He must portray in terms of line,
form, and colour. Those are the three fundamentals. But the
limitations mentioned have controlled the output of all painters,
affected necessarily the comparisons made with other
mined, by the critic. Surmounting the difficulties
tations is a matter of technique, the quality of which
s the expressionism of the work. '

example,

and have
pictures exa
of these limi
in turn control

The crude paintings on rocky cave surfaces by Neolithic
annot be compared in any way to the skilful and meticu-
Yet each is an expression
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man ¢
lously technical work of a Turner.

43



THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH

in terms of line, form, and colour. Each has its appeal. Each
is a survival of the fittest. The untrained but appreciative critic
of the Neolithic work remarks on the extreme childishness of
what he terms the “ Inaccuracy of design *, despite the  Force-
fulness of design™ But the trained scientist in optics will
affirm that Turner’s work is full of inaccuracy of design only
ascribable to astigmatism, It follows, therefore, that accuracy
of design to the extent of geometric diminution of lines to a
vanishing point is not necessarily desirable to gain effects.
What is desirable is that the effect should be gained. If there-
fore, a painting be “wrong" in similar ways, it is necessary
in order to appreciate that painting to discover whether a
desired effect has been attained by this error or not. If it has,
then the error is no error and the artist has succeeded in express-
ing in terms of Line and Form some impression received.

The thinking human mind loathes points. Since its infan-
¢y it has cut its body on sharp edges. Convérsely it loves
curves, preferably long shallow curves like the shape of a
moulded bed after sleep. The artist, consciously or subconsci-
ously, knows that points in his drawing are irritating and
curves are soothing. It is legitimate for him therefore, to soften
his sharper curves to obtain an atmosphere of calm, when
photographic realism would have insisted on curves that are
almost pointed angles. He must express himself so that the
impression of calm he received may not be distorted by an
accidental inclusion of an irritating line in some probably minor
part of the drawing. You can forgive Nature for a point in an

otherwise peaceful set of lines, but the critic is rarely so kind
to the artist,

(By L. O. B))

(Setection).
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SAINT MEIKANDA DEVANAYANAR.
ASTS

I. The place of His Birth—He was born i_n a village, in
Pannagadan, near Thiruvengadu, in Tanjore District. South
India may safely be called the nursing home of both the
Vaishnavite and the Saivite Bhakti schools.

SS-

II. His Parentage—A greatdeal of mystery shrouds round
his parentage. But we believe that he was born to one, Achutan
and brought up by his father’s brothc?r-in-law. He was a vellal'a.
by birth. Achutan and his brother-in-law were known for their
piety and learning. Under their careful guidance and tuition,
he soon became a profound scholar Tzfmll and a qu.
intoxicated saint. As he grew he showed signs of or.lgmahty
and much creative thinking in Saivite Theology and Philosophy.

RS

[II. Date—Various critics have given'various da_tes.. But
we may safely assign his date somewhere in the beginning of
the thirteenth century.

SO

IV. His theological works.—Before the time of St: Mei-

kandar the Tamil people had no formulated theology of their own,
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All that existed in the form of Saivite Religious Literature was a
collection of devotional songs, known as Tevaram (divine gar-
land) on Lord Siva, his attributes and his attitude toward his
devotees, by a number of Siva-bhaktas. There was nothing of
original or systematic reflexion on the fundamentals of Saivite
Religion and Philosophy. We are also forced to admit that by
observing the phraseology which we find in Thirumanthram,
and the hymns of T ¢varam, the Tamil religious poets, anterior
-to the date of St Meikandar, to a certain extent, depended on
Agamas of Sanskrit origin for expressing their religious and
mystico-philosophical concepts. This defect was remedied by
our saint. He was not only a brilliant and an original thinker
but he was also a great poct. His chief contribution on which
the later Saivite-theologians raised a rich and imposing edi-
fice of Saivite theology was his Sivagnana-Botham. It is a book
of twelve verses written in a simple and terse Tamil. It
stands in the same relation to Saiva-Siddhanta as Uttara-
Mimamsa to Sanskrit Vedanta. As the Brahama-Sutras had
great commentators in Shrikanta, Bhaskara, Nimbarka, Shan-
kara, and others, so also Sivagnana-Botham had its commen-

tators in Sakalaghama Pandithar, Tiruvadhigai Manavasagam
Kadanthar, Umapati Sivacharya and others.

LS =)

V. Hewas also a great teacher.—He had in all 49 disci-
ples. His first two illustrious pupils were Arulnandi and Mana-
vasagam Kadanthar. The former was so well known for his
profundity and scholarship in Sanskrit and Tamil that he was
addressed by his disciples and admirers, even before he became
a pupil of our Saint, as Sakalaghama Pandithar. He was the
author of two well known books. The first is Sivagnana Sid-
dhiyr which is divided into 2 parts, Parapakkam (ususeis) and
Subakkam (#ussw). The Parapakkam is a criticism of different
systems of thought and philosophy which existed in his day.
The Subakkam is an elaborate commentary on his teacher’s
masterpiece (Sivagnana Botham). The second book is Irupa-
Irupahtu (@mwur dapudsm). It is said that this philosophical
treatise was composed under the inspiration of his teacher,
Meikandar, The latter wrote a famous treatise in fitty-four
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s and answers on the main teach-

stanzas consisting of question Unmai Villakkam (e-ererw

ings of Saiva Siddhanta known as

dleréawn),
VI Isit an original treatise (psare)?
S

Co opogandists.

ntention of the party propog ' .

1.( ) Some of the party-propogandists say that Meikanda
a

igl i hat
is not an original treatise but (
's Sivagnana Botham is no ; b
.It)c?vz;r Sm::at%-anslation of the Papa-Vimochana chapter of the
it is

ma. _ 4
Raurav(z;;)Agihers think that it is not a mere translation but an
: i i ion of the same.
telliget mt;arpre::intain it to be a semi-independent work

o} & e:)Vf the Sanscrit Stanzas found in Raurava Agama:i.
pased Oriles“?sm :re shared both by the Brahmin Propogandists an
eV
gll;?:eNon-Brahmin and Western Chelas. o
9. Creative thinking and original research are no )
: articular individual, community or ra;: .
ceri)t and intellectual arrogance of ?he ﬁ?r i.
them into the belief that cre3:t1ve mt-
h are the monopoly of a particular tc};ais e
in India. They, being intoxicated by the theory that e:’}fryres::ﬁ
o t’useful and beneficial to humanity 1s the res :
good apd glt.ea ,atient and laborious toil of the B’rahmm'ntm.]
of pe.rs1s.ten 1’1 I;tual moral and spiritual enterprise, main alr:j,
and its intetle en t’o other castes or races to.be as orlgmalf ?Ifl
that l.t is not gIv seful and beneficial in various aspects of life,
creative, and ?ts ilsl not necessary for us to Pomt ou‘t thgt suclI1 a
as they ate this stands the challenge of fair 'exammatlon. brll.
st_atement asd headless silence on our part w11! not only ena de
dlfferg?qt an feel that we approve of the ver_amty gf. their wor: ls;
our 9r1t15:s tol geslowly lead us into the habit of living the du
bu:i ; wi'l:atai:e life of intellectual paupers. . .
e ndowed with God's infinite capacity to make
themz;alv‘:sn 2;:ateive and original masters. We do not belong
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to-the school of obscurantists. He who believes, that the loyalty
to his culture and civilisation must necessarily make him an
enemy of other culiures and civilisations, does great disservice
to his own culture and civilisation. When I was a student in a
foreign University, a distinguished professor of mine, made a
very pertinent remark about the spurious kind of passion for one's
own culture and civilisation. It is this. He said, * he who knew
only one culture and civilisation knew no culture and civilisation”.
He, who is eager to appreciate the goodness and beauty of other
minds and to benefit himself by enriching his mind with the
wealth of their creative activities makes himself an immortal

advocate of catholicity of mind and kindredness of human nature,

irrespective of superficial differences of caste, creed or colour,
He who dogmatises about the creative capacity of a particular
individual, community or race, does great injustice to the Al-
mighty God, who is the author and maker of the entire human

~race ; for God is not partial ; nor does he limit his revelation
only to a selected few. God does not become abankrupt by
extending his light and wisdom to others, nor will he depoten-
tiate himself by letting his creative energy lit up others’ minds.
Those who strive honestly without keeping back that which is
given to them, and with indefatigable energy and inextinguish-
able thirst for knowledge, are reinforced by His inexhaustible
richness. All are his children and all are participators of his
infinite and immortal nature. It is nothing unnatural to sup-
pose that two men can think independently of each other, the

same idea and arrive at the same conclusion. It is a disease~a

loathsome disease—which makes people say that, because two
persons dwell on the same idea and arrive at the same conclusion
simultaneously, one of them must have copied from the other. It
is a matter of every day occurrence that students in schools or
colleges, solve mathematical problems without consulting one
another, and arrive at the same solution. What does this
prove ? It proves the Universality of human nature. It also pro-
ves that all human beings are endowed with the same creative
capacity of mind. I do not believe that it is a hazardous state-
ment. When persons do not believe that all human beings, by
the very fact that they are God’s images, participate in His
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Creative Powers they begin to Qub some as intellectuzctil glan'cst
and others as intellectual imbec1l<?s. This h_as p-roduce atﬁgreaf

 of havoc in this world. This has extinguished the fire o
dea tion and enterprise in some people. There are x_mper;alfsts
ambition 2 the realm of politics but there are also impenalists
.mt Onl{}ir 11cr1l of Religion, Art and Literature. Their one and
1r:lf}t’leCrezd is to exploit others’ achievements and attainments,
o

and to father them.
C. E. Gover says in his introduction to the Folk songs of
Southern India :—

“It is the common remark of all }vl}o study Drav'idl_andthe(;
rature, that the older it is, the purer it is. The facft is In uce1
g owing influence of the Brahmins. At first warmly
by dgrbecause of the pretentions of the priesthood, it gra-
repﬁllef» ced its way to the front, as the influence of an educated
dule)’l :.);1 united class ever will mainly because it embraces
o To‘hiyher literature. For a while the flgh§ was evenly
all -t:e'nedg but the foreign element progressed till almost the
mlanl] alwrit,’cen literaturé of the country became Brahminic.
T e oetry fell into undeserved contempt or, wherg t.hat
Indege?ous sli)ble was edited so unscrupulously that the original
N dpos undé:r a load of corruption. Take for example the
wa:g}sudofegivavakyar purely deistical and strongly opposed to
SO ’

monial, they were so vigorous as
idolatory a?;vcil:lmi?lre::p::::ing the inmost feelings of every
poetry,hSO t and took such a hold upon the people, that they
honest eatwb’e hushed. What followed ? The Brahmans have
could thI what they could not destroy. The editing of 'all books
coraup;l: fell to them, because they alone had the lc?lsure and
gra ula dye that literary labour required. To the public demand
know'ecg kyar they responded by issuing “expurgated and
forprsé“”:;%, };ditions. Each editor added new names and refer-
im

i from the original,
iva or Vishnu, left out furtl.xer verses  ori
i ::léezotf(:ei?d still more’ the many vigorous phrases. This pro-

a1 i ible to discover

inued till it became almost 1mpossl _
cess wa si:::tlm’;‘ze Mackenzie MSS. contain but one mutx-’
;2; dorclzi py of a decently pure collection, The only copies that
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T'have been able to purchase are as obscure and overloaded
with puranic superstition as the legend of any pagoda. The
same thing has occurred with all the best Dravidian poetry. The
Gnana Venba cannot be obtained at all, though in the 15th

century it was one of the most popular of books. The Tiry-
valluva Charitra has been remodelled till it a

ppears that
every early Dravidian writer was a Brahman, although the
very object of the book was to show that Tiruvalluva and his
Jellows were pariahs” This shows to what a low level the

fanatical zealots and biassed propagandists of a particular civili-
zation can descend.”

If there is anything which must be assiduously guarded
against it is the poison which is being administered into us to
soften and blunt the edges of our desire to investigate and find

out the truth for ourselves by the intellectual dishonesty and
moral pilfering of the particularstic brigand.

v
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FOR SOCIAL SERVICE.

ieve that social service is as
bam c;ne asf itth?ze:\? 1;)2i\lr)i?:‘.ge. If we are endowed.mth
much ® dl;f s, if we have acquired useful knowledge, if we
certaln quab1 y ,ossessed of more than our share of tl;e goc;ld
ha.Ppen toth ewﬁrl d. there is cast upon us at the name time, Ot e
things of 1 e'n th::m at the disposal of our nexghl?ours. UI;
duty (.)f P aClesiions are as good as not possessed. if we c}o no
materis poskS them serve the ends of the community we hvi in.
ose i a sealed boo .
b v‘{{hen ?elggzm:? Cifl??o‘:g:tion we possess, we must not
Whatever lr]m:hem in the daily conduct of our lives, but l;ve
merely apply ! t that our neighbours are also profited there 3;
should sec 1o rverse mind or extreme selfishness that _wxl
It is only a ﬁfze this obligation to give of our best to ?qczectiy.
refuse .to recos n safety lies in the well-bemg of our friends.
SO o:eighbours to live a cleanly }1fe and to keqp
If we help oclil;n s clean, we are thereby warding off epxdemncci
their surroun 'oi r vicinity and ensuring our continued goo
disiﬁes ézr}?aps this is a point at which extreme altruism
health.

meets the most pronounced type of selfishness.

ry that can do most effective
. It is on ly th;gi:l;?m?ri;siszngz recentexperienFe of rpine.
social s o, in the course of a light conversaixon with a
A short whie 28 ,entleman, the talk tarned on * Depressed
respectable Old' ‘gredemption”. I must tell you tt'lat that friend
Classes and;fhel}rlis own notions of religion andv plety.. Tpough
s ;Z}::;rozsg and healthy, he employs no part of his time in
heisy
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what you and I will call remunerative or productive work. His
life may be correctly and exhaustively described as eating,
sleeping and doing puja when he is not doing either of the two.
There is no limit forthe time he spends in the temple. It was
explained to him how every temple was built by the labour of
tte Depressed Classes, how not even one brick was baked or
put in position by the dominant classes, how it was iniquitable
that the man who sweated to raise the teinple should be
debarred from admission into it and how the God behind the
idol he worships expects us to love our fellowmen and find the
God in them. The old gentleman could not raise any objec-
tion. He appeared to be convinced that the practice of keeping
So many of God's creatures out of the temple was inhuman
and unreasonable. When he found that the position he had
taken up was untenable, the proper thing for him to do was to
simply to own conviction and acknowledge the logic and fair-
ness of the other’s point. But this he would not do. He kept
dumb for a few minutes, and then scratched his head only
to exclaim, “ Well, Sir, you may be right; or you may be
wrong. But that has not been our custom. A custom cannot
be wrong™.  You will excuse me if I say the answer was most
provoking. Older people have their own place. Their experi-
ence and caution may be of immense value in other spheres,
But they are too much attached to the past to be of service to
us with modern ideas. We have to break away from the
past without much of ceremony. Youth is the period that is
singularly free from prejudices. An abundance of vigour, a
robustness of will and understanding and a spirit to dare the
consequences of an act are among the main characteristics of
youth. Disappointments in life have not soured the temper.
Imagination and leisure are to be had in plenty. These are
qualities that eminently fit a person for social service work.

One has therefore to look to the youth of a country for such
work.

The question may arise, “ Are there opportunities for
service ? " I may say at once that they were never so plentiful as
now. Of all the youths of the world, the Indian youth is in 3
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sense the most fortunate to-day.Il Ido n(;tds;tiga:hsz Lna ;hz nSI;n:S

ic im is all rosy, a
e hplcltll;;ed tz)lifc(l)rsililtlé?l at career}s’ for himself. I am aware
- Olu't‘ fI:.cilities in this direction are very limited. But com-
e ith the vouths of most other nations, he has the greatfast
pared ! l‘ 1 i};e He has received the benefit of English
o .fOf b'elri‘i:h .has killed the blind regard for cust_om, has
edltii?c??li:rleason and has instilled the spirit of enquiry. He
releas

- rebels against customs that are not reasonable. He has no

i its or superstitious practices. He
pati‘cnce ’Wlﬂflre(c)agggldz? 51?)?1(;11:: and aition and helps to quter
vasplres'if)tr'mong his brethren. He sees what other nations
tmt o dl' hed and asks himself why his country §hould not
have aCCOlelsr results. When he turns round, he finds about
p F()duce - side squalid poverty, abject mi‘s<_:ry,. loathsome
hl.m " everyIlin illiteracy, and hollow formah@es in the pla?c
deates 31)p3A gdable diseases are claiming their toll at every
n Preventive measures have yet to be generaliy
tal efforts are being nullified by holy
riods. 70 to 80% of the pcoplte c‘anﬁnf[)é

i i hen other nations are tryingt
spell l.d]elr narr?fjr.xicifozrll tl\lf\l/]ifh“;\/lars, there arc village‘-folk1 1;
estqb el Comnnot believe there is a world beyond the_lr taluk.
India who @ ill-equipped ; they do not know how to improve
Lal?ourers areof roduction or efficiency. They har.dlylapéarien-
tl}e;r trl?:iin\svorthpor strength. They are hopelessly involve
ciate

bt. They have not given up their toddy-shop habit. Many
debt.

L .
isa W en’s Compensation
labourer does not know there 1s a orkm p
a

e so many untouchables. Tbey
Act. Thep rOd-icezzrﬁ;‘ZEalglit?: the higher orders of society
have nofhing nlal allegiance to the same religion. 'Our templflzs
serve any useful purpose ; the ldOlTll? the ttii:::g) s

d the place of God in men’s minds. e msf ]

B S asi has helped to make templ.es mtg dens of vice.
of peva Da-SIS has been debased, religious intolerance has
While rellglolr)l. cussions .on religious texts ha\.'e become more
aggrava:ec;-nd 1l§ng-winded with the decline in the essential
frequen

content,

of religion.
epidemic season.
adopted. Departmen
festivals at unreasonable pe

except a nomt
do no longer
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Women have no place in society. The nomination of
women to local boards and municipalities is still viewed with
suspicion. The education of women is just spreading. Early
marriages are still the rule. Girls are transferred from the
doll-room direct to the nuptial chamber. Women have no
rights of property. Widowhood is a compulsory “ashram "
for almost every woman to go through ; and the conditions of
widowhood are such that to many the horrors of death are more
inviting. The brothels in cities are eating of the very vitals of
society. They provide a regular stream of patients to the wards
of the venereal hospitals. Lastly, while the economic condition
of the countiy is depressing cnough, every census shows an
increase over the last. If ever any country in the world needed
a check on over-population, that is India. That there is such a

thing as birth-control, and that it is non-moral in ifs working
many are not aware of,

It will thus be seen how unlimited are the opportunities
for service and how at this stage in our evolution we cannot
say we have enough workers. It is for us therefore to avail
ourselves of those opportunities as far as lies in our power.

Again, the present appears to be a time most propitious
for launching social service organizations. Reformers there
were in the past ; but they only succeeded in perpetuating priest.
ly tyranny and the iniquitous caste-system. It is probable the
indifferent achievements of the earlier reformers were due more
to the lack of an appreciative spirit among the masses or to
their unpreparedness. But to-day the conditions are different :
English education has introduced 3 spirit of inquiry; the
answer that a custom is old does not satisfy any one at present.
The political advance has led to a socia] awakening. Mr. E. V.,
Ramaswami Naicker's is a name to conjure with. His self-
respect movement is spreading like wild fire. The depressed
classes have begun to assert themselves in a manner never
before heard of ; and the higher classes have for the first time
come to feel that, if they are wise, they - must give. up their
unreasoning prejudices, and surrender their undeserved privie
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late. The mass-mind is more responsive

i the sowing.
s there ready prepared foxf !
s is e most opportune time for social

leges before it is too |
to-day so that the sot - th
It seems therefore that .thls is th
workers to be most active.

a and gentlemen, I shall thank you for the indul-

M A I shall conclude this my address

gence you have shown me.
with the remark,

' acred than a man or
i magnificent or s
“ No temple is more
woman,

And no worship more loyal than service to mankind ".

MRg. T. MUDALIAR, B.A,, L.T.

S.S. S.
OINTMENT

e———

For all skin affections. Specxa'lllz
prepared according_t? the recu:;'
of an eminent physician exper

enced in Dermatology. _ TO LET

Solely manufactured by
T. E. Ranganathan,
Chemist (&y Exam.)

Price As, 8.

Can be had at
STOCKING & SONS,
Vepery, Madras.
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1.

;;HE AGONY OF SEPARATION
om Swami Ramalinga—feunpgesio.

O Father, in thi
1s world fear i
filled my heart. ear 1s everywhere, and sorrow has

What then is o
) 1y prayer unto tl ) .
again have I desired of thee ? 1ee, and what again and

Banish the slaver i
vy of il i
rict. this fear and lift the burden of this

Under the shadow
s of thy feet have I
C oy sought ref
fear abides not and sorrow is vanquishid cluge where

O thou whose fam
e fills the hearts of :
fragrance of the flower of thy Ioveo thy chosen with the

O thou who art th
e apple of :
of my soul and my gury, my eye, the precious gem

My flesh falters bec :
ause of .
of this unnamed dread, grief and heart faileth because

My body and the life within come from thine own

Then shoulder tho
u restore them unto ti
' 1€ S
fear abides not and sorrow is vanquished puree where
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I belong to the fellowship of thy baktas.

Vet the mystery of thy will orders this poor soul to dwell
in the midst of alarms.

Ah! is it thy will, is it thy dharma? 1 know it not.

Am I not thy son, art thou not my father and the mother

who has borne me ?
No longer can this feeble soul endure this separation, and
even now satisfy me with thy love and the light of thy

grace.
As a boy, wandering in the streets of this world, solitary
and sad, thou didst find me.
With the garland of thy grace thou didst adorn me because
of thy love.
This form pleased thee, then, and what has happened since,

I know not.

Thou hast held me in my mother’s womb, and thy feet have
I held with the devotion of my heart.

How canst thou excape from me—no more than I from the

tokens of thy love ?

Filled with the illusions of life I strayed far from thee,

And thou didst meet me and thy glorious form didst reveal
to my vision.

Long have I held this in the jewel-casket of my memory as
a glittering gift.

Memory has become dim, and the beauty of the gift has
faded.

Grant unto me once again the vision of thy glory.

0, thou who art my knowledge, my love, and the succor

of my life.
' V. CHAKKARAI CHETTIAR, B.A., B.L.

——— w————
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SIR JAGADISH ADDRESSES YOUTH
MAKE UP YoUur MIND, AND YOU WILL SUCCEED

“Is there anything you cannot do, if you put your whole
mind to it " asked Sir Jagadish Bose, the eminent Scientist,
replying to an address presented by the Bombay Youth League

at a meeting this afternoon presided over by Sir Chimanlal
Setalwad.

“When a disciple,” said Sir J. C. Bose, comes io me, I ask
him whether he would carry out certain duties to be entrusted
to him. He generally answers “I will try.” That betokens not
true humility, but cowardice which seeks a loophole of escape.
It is the habit of weakness to throw blame on others, on the Uni-
versity, on the Government, and on unfavourable circumstances
but you must bravely accept them, confront them, dominate
them, and learn once and for all what you are going to do; and
say: “I will get rid of narrow provincialisms, attain the highest
manhood or womanhood, realise the privilege of being born at a
time when the country needs me most, realise that there could
be no happiness for any one unless it is won for all.

“Pursue the doctrine of strength, and build up the Greater
India yet to be.”

WORK AND DIET

Interesting investigations have been undertaken during the
last few months to determine the amount of work performed by
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s of individuals at different hours of the day. Among the
e f people observed were factory workers, clerical al'nd
s ?‘n I1)0 ees, executives of retail and manuf.acturlr.lg
e 'eesp szc’ude’n’cs in colleges and universities, children in
;?it;rfrr}lfssc’hools and finally, household workers.

Charts complied from these studies showed tl'lat 7fO pe;rccfair‘xl’g
f the useful work of the day was performed during olur ;e
: i hours. the hours between breakfast and unc eoh .
r(r)lzgru;gout 30 ;ver cent. of the day’s work was done in the

ernoon.
. It was further observed that many manual wcolrkeril arxrllc(i)r%fif;cge
lerical employees slowed up their work towards mid- i f
Some. s ffered headaches; others nausea, all due_ tq lack o
Soffﬁn eiersllz nft?rishment to carry them on with full vitality to the
suffic

noon meal. ‘
COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS.

i igati ade among colleges and schools

e m've?;(;lfatlccl):tsa. m;r? ) generz:l, students were more
prOdH?edt Sltrll;ld during the morning than during thq afternoon.
fecepl:lve t(z)j th};re was a noticeable let-down .durmg the last
hYOeltl,l oerrfwo ’before noontime. Energy was being drawn upon

ithout being properly replenished by the morning’s food.
w

i s that the workers and students

b was fli)tl)l'lﬁtmtoniﬁsetseCar?fiii-?}?llfﬂing lapses took virtually

who wer<13 . urjishment in the morning. When asked what they

no actud n(1)(fast they would almost invariably reply tlflat a r.oll

ate for bres ith ’tea or coffee formed practically their entire

or br‘ead Wll The overwhelming evidence of loss to b(?th

morning me mplover, to student as well as to tctacher which

) t ati:nsp px?’oduced, led educators, executives, dgct:lrs

the 1nves ‘gns to join in a plea for a first meal sufﬁc1en- y

angst:rllif;(lnso properly sustain the body throughout the morning
su

hours.

employee and

InpeaL Foob.
to know what kind
is i t to every one, therefore, .
f fi Ifilrsntans]tp Zilt;::rll{ly replenishes the energies of the body after
of foo
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a night’s sleep what food is quickly digested yet builds sound
muscular tissue and supplies the system with the energy to carry
on through the morning hours. The mass of evidence shows
that white rolled oats is an idea] food for this purpose.

Oatmeal contains 16 per cent protein —vegetable meat—
the element which builds muscles. The oat contains more of
this important growth-element than any other cereal grown.

It contains half again as much as wheat ; 60 per cent, more than
wheat flour, over twice as much as cornmeal.

Besides protein, oatmeal is rich in carbohydrates which
supply energy. It has minerals and an abundance of Vitamine
B, so necessary to health. It retains, too, the rough-age to

lessen the need for laxatives, Many authorities agree that the
oat is the best balanced food that grows,

Oatmeal for the first meal of the day therefore, is health
insurance. It is one of the surest means available to increase
the physical and mental capacity of every member of the
family. It is a food which can be relished and yet one which
contains the essential elements of perfect nutrition.

Oatmeal, too, contrary to the popular belief, is not heatening
to either blood or body.

HEALTHFUL LAUGHTER

Indians are spiritual by the metaphysical cast of their
intellect, and because of their fatalistic instincts. These frames
of mind are fatal to one’s Existance in the stress apd strain of
the modern work-a-day world. Comed by long run of illsuccess
in life, and harassed by the tyranny of superstitious customs,
poverty, family burden, and epidemics, many people slowly
drift to a life of despair. Mental torture is their life poison and
laughing spells its antidote. To these unlucky mortals mirthful
optimism serves to bring a cheery ray of hope and courage in

their gloom. They should endeavour to laugh their troubles
away.
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: f joy of the loving and cheerful spirit
. La'uglllttell]T lﬁttef;Z Shoirslist {oZk and makes him more vivacious.
in mn, t ﬁ es long. A fit of side-splitting laughter is more
A lfght hfear tvbod and mind than all the tonics of the world
invlgqratmtg (zher yIf you would keep the wrinkles out of your
combined ogeshin.e in your heart. Laughter allures the Halcyqn
fa;e, keep surlirleSS to bring peace to a saddened heart. Man.tlls
Bird of Happ1 nd must greet both happiness and misery with
born to trouble a Mr. Pickwick and Charlie Chap_hn are the
a cheory facf(:),.ctors ;)f mankind, as they have bam.shed glo_om
greatest benf; m many a homestead, and brought in sunshlpc.
and sorrt;lw : 0 smiles breeds anger, jealousy, and hate, wtl}lch
Lack of (1: e(': yoisons affecting body, minq, blood and ditglfs IOIX
are dead’ ies ? folly, contempt and satire are unhea y‘;h
The smiles o brigl;tens his surroundings, and makes others
cheer ful m; n It is not given to every one to enjoy cheer 3;
rad‘ler}t Wltas Jgt}l’é s sometimes found rolling in wealth and ye
optimism,

i wretched life. ,
leading 2 J. VENKATASWAMI NAYUDU.

DEVADASI BILL.
A TRUSTEE'S VIEWS.

Mr. M Kandaswami Mudaliar, B.A.,, M. R. A. S, Trustee
L. iar, B-
of big temple in George Town writes:

The time app
consideration of the ques

favourable for the serious
o ti(t)?l obfe the continuous employment of
ies in temples. It is not for this corr‘espor}cdfélt t% hga:
Davada51e§ n nd the early ‘development of this syste d 0
into the orlgmba considered by the lea.rnegl P.undltszr 1n 0 erst
will naturally t}?e early history of this institution. ‘1he Pres:;:
interesfed ¥nﬁ concerned about the actual working 1m f;
writer is (_:hle. yt' ns of Southern India. Temples are fp a,cest }(1)
religioqs 1nst1tuh;0 and naturally ought to be f_ree rolxcrll X
of gub_h; SZ;;stins and temptations of the outside world.
debasin :
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man ora woman goes there in

spiritual inspiration which he or she cannot ordinarily get in
the midst of the work a day world. If this view is upheld, then
it certainly follows as a corollary that the common women of
the town or village, under whatever other name they may go,
should not play any part in the routine of temple worship.

order to derive moral and

The Devadasies are mostly public women and are known
to be such in the localities' concerned. Their education and up
bringing are shaped with a view to their character as public
women. Singing, dancing and otherwise entertaining the gay
and the loose among the society, apart from their function in
temples, are their chief avocations in life. They have to secure
patronage only by these means and naturally enough, these
degenerate into a vulgar art supported by innumerable,

unspeakable wiles and tricks. In short, it is a ‘trade’ and ‘temples’
become for them a daily market.

Apart from the consideration of the question of vested
interests of Devadasies in the temple property, the functions
performed by them as part of the rituals as temple worship are
not anything peculiar to the Devadasies as such, but can very
well be performed by married women and males.

As our educational

programme contains provisions for the
fine art, music,

and as socielies, big and small, are to be found
throughout the country for preserving the other connected arts
such as Baratha Nattiam, etc., no one need be anxious that
from the withdrawal of the Devadasies from the temples, the

few fine arts, for which they have been the main exponents,
will be a thing of the past.

The following incident which happened in November 1926
may well illustrate one or two observations made above. When
the deity of a temple in G. T. was taken in procession in one of
the crowded streets, with the temple Devadasies certain young
men threw stones at them which had apparently a history of its
own and which ended in a fight between the temple servants
and the young men. Naturally the police had to intervene and
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1 a

save the fair name of the temple.

ial and commercial interests,
e becaus:s?:sth;fsﬁ: 1 in the temples, they \;elr)};
which the D d to perpetuate this system{ and 1t cemnotl
S foice will be very considerate 1n the mean? 1621’
expected th%t \ :yose. The orphan girls are very often o?ir(lm
adop! fO}‘ '{hlS puf I:ichis necessity. This aspect of the quesblic
tobe e eal to the enlightened.sense.of the pu !
at least ougt '@ appe in the matter and it 1s behevgd thafc e
and mal> t‘he'm ml%:,ldowments Amendment'Bllil, which wxll.be
Hinds Rehglous the Legislative Council in ifs fOl'thCOl}’llt;lg
intrOdUiei s1 12:1(;0 consideration this objectionable aspect of the
session take _

system of 'Devadasies in temples.
or a material change in the working of the

i 5 Wi d, not only to
ics in temples will redoun
e ip, but also to the glory of our

The abolition

stem of the Dev .

:t}x’e purity of temple worsl
woomanhood.

| e omsme——————

A LECTURE ON LABOUR UNREST.

unrest ¢ Its Cause and Cur.e 'was the
. “ The pr;, ssgltriat:;eliirvered in the Crescent Socleg.sk Hag},
subject Ofal\/;3 dras, on Friday night by Mr. Ernest Bur Zmd
Ellis Road, Ma th; chair. Mr. Kirk said thata careful study
Mr. M. Fossil 1{“ the unrest indicated also the nature of the
of the causes 0 must be more education, and a petter and a
remedy. T herenders tanding of the problem, leading }Jplto an
more expett ‘{n the present wasteful selfish and entirely ;{n-
entire‘ change t ir system styled cgpitalism. .Gre.at monopolies
scient1ﬁc elonog nking, Insurance, Electric .nghtmg, etc., must
like Raulw::l}’ts,of ?he ha’n ds of private individuals and private
be taken ou

: fit, and turned
ief object was to makf_? pront,
companies, whose chief n?a gx aged by the nation’s experts for the

M 1 : 11] e immed‘.
ty on the basis of “service.” The mor i

34§
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ate remedy was the encouragement and development of genuine
Trade Unionism (as against the destructive Moscow brand) and
the education, training, and advancement of the workers, and
incidentally also the redressal of their grievances in India. The
problem was complicated by the presence of a certain selfish
type of Nationalism which introduced a bias against foreign
capitalism, as district from Indian capitalism, and worker had
to beware of the tendency among certain politicians to make
use of labour for purely selfish, if national ends.

BRAHMIN ATROCITIES. No. 1.

Mr. Acharya discussed the biological and psychological
effects of marriages and quoted largely from seientific books in
support of his view that early marriage was not bad. He pointed
out that the Bill itself had been considerably altered by the
Select Committee. While originally it was invented to regulate
child marriage, the Select Committee had altered it into one of
imposing restraint upon the solemnisation of child marriages.
He feared under the Bill domestic life would be torn and career
of girls would be ruined on account of husbands being sentenced
to imprisonment. He held that real sexual morality was im-
possible without child marriage. (Ironical cheers.)

MRr. M. K. ACHARYA’S APPEAL TO SELECT
COMMITTEE.

. Mr. M. K. Acharya, ina vehement speech which lasied for
more than half an hour and who was subjected to considerable
interruption, urged the Select Committee to examine the ortho-
dox point of view carefully before submitting their report.

At one stage, the heckling reached such a pitch that the
President had to intervene pointing out that although Mr Aghar-
ya might be in a minority hc? was entitled to express his views,
however unpalatable they might be.
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THE FAILURE OF DEMOCRACY. No. 2.

LECTURE BY MR. S. V. RAMAMURTHL

Madras, Sept. 11.

. emocracy as a remedy for all political ills

; ;rlf]oeréig‘:treocf)fa cflorm of G}c’)vernmént in which only selfless

A riots will hold the political power in a State, formed the sub-

PalImofs interesting address delivered by Mr.S. V. Ramg.-

Joct © anC s., last evening before the Presidency College His-

;nt{rt:ly;xls's(;c.i’ation Mr. M. Ratnaswamy, Principal of the Law
oric )

College, presided.

. | id that
urthy, in the course of a lqng lectgre, sai
M:;C}Qa:,ﬁlmseiezce were the outstanding achievements of
?lfc:n 1090th cintury and the home of both had been Europe.

But faith in democracy was waning now in Europe, as was

oticeable from the writings of Mr. Betrand Russel and
noiit

Mr. H. G. Wells.

) se traditions had become enfee-
bled by a ce uld European democracy. But while she had lost
atley tohre;IIIaC:1 also gained much. The question was how shall
;Irlxlcli(ilal. :ef‘:lshion democracy when once more her life-blood cours-

ed in her veins?

i inciple of European democracy was that alj
men'flgsebzrslli qigl righf to politicalh power. But ip the light.o‘f
India had been seeking the criterion of the right to politi-

what In would be selflessness. Political power should be
cal P;)wetlile good of the community and should be vested only
1‘1sed or ho will so use it, that in selfless men. If it was im-
in th.ose ?r men to become selfless the history of India for 4,000
possible Cid have been in vain. It was not open to the country-
years wou temporaries of Mr. Gandhi to deny the possibility
men and C::e n. Where there was one Gandhi there was the
;i)::lltf)lﬁftsy of more Gandhis. Mr. Gandhi as a selfless man was

347



THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH

by no means uni i i
que in India. What i i
b s [ t was unique i
: Olfelclzftto fWthll he put his power of selﬂessnes(sq. Tlfrlla?lm ‘}’1%8
e .,Yho how India §hall refashion democracy—a W?'S' 1
where the sovereign power will be vested in a%oclltlca;
ody o

selfless patriots who wi :
nll use tl
themselves but of the coun’[ry.e et power for the good not of

THE CHAIRMAN.,

The Chairman, in conclud; i

thank a0, luding the meetin , sal

- 1f1u1 t;j ih;olrc;t'urer for his stimulating and%houghth;:o}\lrgkviv: ;

failure of democflmself entered a protest against the alle eg

Bt it e ;c}zcy. ' It was true that it had Sfailed in Itfl

Democracy o its; ue it had succeeded in many other placejs).

logical conclaats most perfect from and carried out to its

o fowmdl westh "; existed in Switzerland and no Sfault coul;i

whatever its fazulz{hcrle. Democracy had come to stay and

Forms of Go ’S, ad becfn found to be better than ot}
vernient experimented upon to the persent <

MR. SARDA’S BILL.

MR. M. K. ACHARYA, M.L.A
) » M.L.A., gave expressi i

;'Anjszrsns?ll)}lye fo_ﬂt}he dxct}lm that “ real sexualpnits)sr;ol?t m’]l fhe
saypthat therHiOLg chlld-.marriage," and it is not tOOyl'l’V:,liCh tt)e
with the nzrent II]'tu public throt}ghout the country is disgust 3
Assembly whi }? ity of the Chingleput representative ign ti
Ibellon y ch must hgve led him to indulge in this fa] :
s out burst against India’s womanhood. T i afld
underlymg Mr. Acharya’s statement may be . The falsity
some S.‘[atls’[ICS relating to the number of I_:;Ppﬂrent . from
?ICZC ording to the 1921 Census Report, there were ilr?ctill;e ous.
widows under the age of 12 months, 498 het country,

of. 1 and 2 years, 1,285 between the ages <;f 2 ande3ween the age
widows between the ages of 3 and 4 years, 6,758 }t’)earS, 2,863
ages of 4 and 5 years, or a total of 12,016 wi’dov’vs undgwseen the
years,

148

in life were due to the pecu

who will endorse Mr. Acharya’s amazing an
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-

There were also 85,580 widows between the ages of 5 and 10,
and the number between the ages of 10 and 15 years was
233, 533. According to these figures, there were 97,596 widows
under 10 years, while the total number under 15 years were
331,793. The question can also be considered from another point
of view. The figures show that, of 1,000 Hindu women who are
d, 14 are under 5 years, 111 are under 10 years, and 437
s—which indicate an alarming state of affairs. More
Hindu widows are under 15 years,
hat a good many of these tragedies
liar system of marrying infants.
Nevertheless, we are gravely informed by one of our reverend
s that real sexual morality is impossible without child
marriage. The truth lies the other way rather and, as pointed
out by a correspondent in out columns a few days ago, it can
be safely asserted that child marriage is the cause of sexual
immorality, for the system of marrying very young children
must have contributed to the increase in the number of child-
widows. Notwithstanding the fact that 11 per cent. of the
total number of Hindu married women are under 10 years of age
while 44 per cent. are under the age of 15 years—all of them
mere children who cannot realise the solemn significance of
their “ marriages "—we are informed by one of India’s advanced
Parliamentarians that “real sexual morality will not be possible
without child marriage "—a statement whose absurdity is patent
on the face of it. And yet, Mr. Acharya is, or rather was, until
very recently, an advanced politician, one of the shining lights
in the Swarajist firmanient. We fancy there will not be even a

dozen cranks throughout the length and breadth of the country
d amusing dictum,

Mr. Sarda’s Bill is not entitled to serious
dent from the fact that “the law laid
down by Shushruta is explicit that no girl under sixteen is to
have motherhood imposed on her.” Mr. Sarda’s Bill, as
amended by the Select Committee, dies no more than fix the
marriageable age at 14 in the cases of girls and 18 in the case
of boys. Why, in the light of these circumstances, Messrs.
Acharya and Co. should raise all these hubbub and “ pother "

is more than we can understand.

marrie

under 15 year
than three hundred thousand
and there can be no doubt t

senator

That the opposition to
consideration will be evi
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A HEALTHIER INDIA,

We do not presume to know the exact nature of the
thousand odd memoranda said to have been received the Age
of Consent Inquiry Committee. But that the Committee’s
inquiry has aroused widespread public interest in the country
and that n6 efforts have been spared to acquaint the Committee
with all pointg of view bearing on the question admit of no
doubt. Indeed, the yast awakening which has come over the
people of India recently, and their determination to free them-
selves from age-long social tyranny, are almost without parallel.
Especially, on the question of the age of consent, the women of
India, who are the worst sufferers from the evil, have not been
slow to make the people understand what their opinion is on the
matier. The large number of meetings and conferences they
have held in ali parts of India and the nature of the resolutions
bassed by them are aj indications of the growing volume of
public opinion against the existing practice and law. That child
marriages react adversely on the health and happiness of a
nation cannot be disputed, Responsible medical opinion holds
that the present deplorably low vitality of the Indian people s,
to a large extent, due to the pernicious system of child-marri-
ages prevailing in this country. Statistics show that in the year
1924 every 411 out of 1,000 children born in the city of Bombay
died within their very first year. And in cannot buf be so,
Ignorant, young girls are saddled with the responsibilities of
motherhood before they grow to an age when they can realise
the consequences of theijr actions, Their health becomes shat-
tered ; and their progeny becomes weak imbeciles. And yet
you wonder why the infantile and maternity death-rates in India
stand so high! But the pity of it is that, amidst this growing
popular opinion against this vicious 8ystem, a set of obscuran-
tists are gaining prominence with their cry of “religion in dan-
ger.” Unprejudiced students of the criptures and religious
texts declare that there is very little sanction in religion for
child-marriages and early maternity. And if at 3] there are
any such injunctions in later writings and books, there is no
knowing whether they are not interpolations and forgeries made
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igni iest- . Even supposing that sac‘red writ-
'b v demg.n‘;negn gl;;:ig i::(;?i?d-marriagespon the community, Whl’?f?
e fio ex]!s a}ainst the law of God as written in nature itse ;
s W ritten law :g are, in all respects, injurious to the health an
chdd-marr;ag& 0 ]e’: . and no true religion can uphold anghmg
we!fare o t:je pztlp a:gainst the'interests of its followers, GIan:‘
which goes fx:e Hy ious injunctions” raised by an unscrupulous
th? bogey o . rgl § a false one, designed to perpe.tuatfc; mogs;
pn?st.hoo.d » Ots );nd personal predilections, Again, t gre v
pol%stlc mfe‘l‘cs who aver that social reform cannot be- rougda
o Clmliciaﬁon and that only education and propaiarzhe
absuig;rzgﬂje obj,ects in view. To g}en; ;;r;s ‘C(‘)‘njlj;;nf d the
ca ‘ i cev. Dice . .
following msle ol;i;;{‘ﬁtng;iifiobnf )A principle der}ves prestlgi
and creales a“:ition by Parliament The true :mportancet zo
be T relcog in the direct result than in their effect K;IPO’t}me‘
faw s . eSsrwictions of the public.” And that is the "
sexltxmf:nt or 201 society advances to sucha stage when evon):
abo-l !t~ it. Unt rising it become conscious of hi_s own rc;:p o
ix}c{lylflual ZOIB‘Pﬁes and acts up to them, there is neces‘.;l Z“Ch
51bflxtxe.5 arf duit is for the enlightened few fo lay d;\:n_ﬁy "
icgizmgz ,assmis needed for the interests of the com

e

. . t only that
: inion in India demands no ‘
large. Enlightened opu]ttoir:‘ r!ﬁ atal and extramarital cases,

bot
ﬂ;ze ?&g Z:fra?::cieg;)stantiall}’; but also that the whole system of
shou

as possible.
. : Id beput astop to assoon
Chl!d-mamagzs;tsiz\lze beenprafher too ccmsuifsratte‘tocwilrll'ifi él;z
Th; Gov;l'!;;‘:h odoxy hitherto, but now that the Joshi Co
feelings

A . ‘ s
been appointed it lies within its power to make Ind
: ee . - v
:aifealthier and happier land to live In.
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Activikies

NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH LEAGUE.
MADURA.

August, 6.

The members
“at Homs C"rbtoOfl\{the)Le?gue of the Non-Brahmin Youth
Laagie, yestorday, Mr.. Kopaa boney, oo | ncoident of the
Many of the frie(n}:i" r. KOpRu Menon, B.A, B.L.,, presiding
spoke on the Chnlit'h and admirers of Mr. and Mrs, Thomas:
are on the evecof 1:1:? (,)f head and heart of both the guests th
those who Spok eparture t.o Bangalore. Prominent : 5
poke on the occasion were Messrs. Janab Ft‘llglf::;:ﬁ

wcere

Naidu and Somasundaram Pillai.

It was announced in t
dent of the Centr. cd 1 the mecting that Mr. Ar s ;
ence oo ;u eraxtr;l League, Madras, was ill. Thlcya\’v;[lh{f Pr%?'
'1} P and prayed for his early recovery ole audi-
‘he Office bearers f '
President : IR or the next year were tl . .
brecidonts l\ﬁr F}‘gkrudm Sahib, Municipal Co;t:lilif)crc'te\c;.—-
General S. ret oppu Menon, B.A,, B.L., Mr. Chinn e
ccretary : Mr. V. Alagappan, B.a, B.L; Joilxit NSaldu;
PRy Belay CCre-

taries : G. Mani

: G. Manickam

hellam, kam, K. Ramasamy; Treas \
chellam, i Ireasurer: A.S. Aruna-

The proposition was unanimously carried
Mr. Arunachalam Pillai .
hal: ai of Iyyampet
sundara Mudaliar seconded and Mrl,) Sisgzggfii{l I\;I: SOYYtlﬂ'
1pported
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«That this meeting congratulates Mr. T. V. Umamaheswaram
Pillai, B.a., B.L., ON his re-election as President of the Tanjore

Taluk Board.” T he proposition was carried unanimously.

Proposed by Mr. N. C. P. Nathan, scconded by Mr. Kyla-
gudu and supported by Mr. Subramania Pillai “that this meet-
ing congratulates Rao Bahadur P. 5. Rajappa on the title of
Rao Bahadur conferred on him by the Government and requests
the president to convey the same to the gentleman.” The pro-

position was unanimously carried.

proposed by Mr. R, Venkatachalam Pillai, scconded by
Mr. Sivanasan and supported by Mr. R. Manickavasagam “ that
this meeting requests Tiruvallars Swami Vedachalam and E. V.
Ramasami Naicker to deal with each other more peacefully and
amicably withoul vain disputes and without aftacking each
other personally, whatever their difference of opinion might be,
as the discord between the two gentlemen having of late grown
ore virulently tends to create evil and disunion among the

m
The proposition was carried unanimously.

Tamilians.”
by Mr. Arunachalam Piilai, seconded by

Mr. Sivanasan « that this meeting of the League of Non-Brah-
min Youth, Tanjore congratulates Mr. J. S. Kannappar, Editor,
« Dravidan " on the bold stand he has taken in supporting the

cause of Labour."”

It was proposed

t was proposed by Mr. Manickam Pillai
League of Non-Brahmin Youth, con-
Editor,  Dravidan " on his profound
¢ of labour at considerable self-

An amendmen
“that the meeting of the
tes Mr. Kannappar,

gratula
hy shown for the caus

sympat
sacrifice.”

The mover accepted the amendment and the proposition

was carried unanimously.

proposed by Mr. P. C. P. Nathan, seconded by Mr.
Sankaralingam pillai “ that this meeting strongly condemns
the journals, ¢ Nava Sakti® and «Tamil Nadu” for attacking
under the cloack of religion the movement of * self-respect ™
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and its leaders and workers creating vain deception, discord
and disunion in contravention to the unity of the Tamilians”
The proposition was carried unanimously.

Proposed by Mr. Kylagudi, seconded by Mr. Sank
Pillai and supported by Mr. P. C. P, Nathan,
ing requests the President of the 2nd Non-
Conference and Secretary to arrange for
of the Sub-Committee of the Conference as sp
and settle its accounts. The proposition w

arabujam
“that this meet-
Brahmin Youth

as carried unanimously.

Great enthusiasm prevailed, throughout the meecting,

With the usual vote of thanks the

meeting icrminated
at 8 p.m. '

August, 9.
A meeting of the members of the League was held at
6 p.m., on 10th August, 1928 and the following resolutions werc
passed. Mr. A. K. Menon the Vice-President, presided :—

This meeting of the League of the Non-Brahmin Youth,

places on record the irreparable loss caused to this presidency
by the untimely death of the Raja of Ramnad.

The League of the Non-Br

opinion that Mr.-S. Ramachandran Servai, B.A, B.L., President,
Taluk Board, Sivaganga, be nominated the President of ihe

Ramnad District Board ip the vacancy caused by the sad
demise of the Raja of Ramnagd, -

ahmin Youth ig strongly of

This meeting of the League o
congratulates Messrs. E. V, Ram
Kannappar for the great seryices
cause of the labourers. '

f the Non-Brahmin Youth

This meeting authorises the pr

esident 1o communicate the
- above resolutions to the Press and t

he persons concerned,

| e———
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SIVAGANGA.
NoN-BRAHMIN YourH LEAGUE.

' jation was
' Young Men's Associa 1 W
rsary of the : ssociation
The ﬁrs? haﬂr::;j eclat on 4th August, 1928 mi ,:hteh: orning
celebrated Wlth rr; was a treat to the memb;ars office bearers for
remiSCSo T tTr ,eneral bOdy met to elect the a.ority to Change
and at 7 aﬂ:'- wllleeé, it was resolved by ?32;5:1:121 {fouth League.’
the new yea ciation to ‘ Non- is resolution. Ever .
the name of ;henaisr?d lively debate on t:ls t;ZS(t)hltla creed and
since 1ts 1NCe] ' rinciples ot the o tinetd ire to
acted accordll)ntgt::)etrt:errr:bers cherished an instinctive desire
but natural tha

. label to it ith its Patron the Raja
give the oo be t 6 p.m. with 1its .
: gan a p
The pul.)hc meet“?g the chair. Mr. .S,’ Me'enakshlstins.aga:
Sahib of Sivaganga ! .master of Raja’s High School, Siva-

. .., the Head-n - ive address on
Mudaliar, B4, Ld ;n interesting and 1{1structnvelﬂ‘iahl apre
ganga, delivere <" in chaste Tamil which was highly
« youths' Progre

. was followed by Mr. V. C.hc?lla
ciated by the aUdle[::Chea;nde:n Servai, B.A., B.L. gave a tgrlrlxltu:ﬁ
Nadar. Mr. 5 R;:n?) the notice of the audience :;n ,:;Clinfn L
lecture and brough'cal Society some days back'l d ot take their
the local Theosop Il_l stel who numbered 40 could no {ake their
of the Poor Boyi 1 \:r)ell at one and the same time z:lnt S > some
baths in the h(t)xs eTheosophical Society close by an boohmins
boys wen.t to the biected to by the members who arg rahad no.
baths which was o lut up a notice that, « non-members f
The next day they p.3mises." The site of the Society wasdabree
admission into its Prin and the well within was cfonstructe }; a
gift of 2 Non-Br;}il:;ganga Zamindar’s family in mem:)’ 2};1 0ouzz
member of the reover the Society gets a certain porS i out
revered ladﬁ};.s tll\g; accrue to the Hindxtx Pe;:n.z;n;r:iteedazw:ery

the prohts “H<™ on property. Iti : _
?éithi, Lud., wthllle;i: tlf:tm :Ee Nclin-brah,m,ins who daily .CO: tfrol;
great surp nse.tO nce are denied the prlvxleg’_c of adrglslslot
bute to its maintena times of acute water scarc§ty. The fc urer
bathing and g;a;,nmappeal to youngmen to enlist themselves as
therefore ma
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members of the Theosophical Society break the monopoly of the
bigotted brahmins and teach the latter the p inciples of equality
and fraternity for which the Society stands. : '

The President in his concludin
members on their multifarious activi
physical culture and relj
success and prosperity.
and lecturers the function

g speech congratulated the
ties, laid great emphasis on
glous study and wished the League
With a vote of thanks to the President
came to a close.

DHARMAPURIL
NoN-BrauMmiN Youry LEAGUE.

The general body meeting of the above Lea
on the 4th evening at Vivekanand
dency of Dr. D. B. Rajamanikkam
Dharmapuri.

gue was held
a Town Hall, under the presi-

, Private Medjcal Practitioner,
Speeches were delivered by Messrs. P. Kasturi
Pillai, Deveraj, Chithambalam and D. M. Natesan, regarding the

activities of the League during the course of one year after it
was started and also appreciating the work rendered by the old
office-bearers.

The following office-bearers were clected for the next year :—
President : Mr, S. R. Dharmalingam Pillaj . Vice-Presidents :
Messrs. D. B. Rajamanikkam and K. S. Kanjamalai Chettiar .
General Secretary : D. G, Chithambalam ; Asst. Secretaries ;
D. M. Natesan and D. S, Ramalingam ; Treasurer: Devaraji Exe-
cutive Committce Members : Messrs. (1) D. A. Gu
(2) P. Kasturi Pillai, (3) Abdul Wahab Sahib (4)
Sahib, (5) Abdul Karim Sahib, (6) Palaniveln Mudaliar,

Kuppuswami Chettiar, (8) Sadasivan, (9) Appadurai Chetty,
(10) D. K. Thangavelu Chettiar.

Abdul Hamid

With the usual vote of thanks, the meeting terminated.

VRIDHACHALLAM.
NoNn-BrauMIN Youry LraGuUE,

A meeting of the members of the above League was held
to-day at the District Board

Meeting Hall at 5 p.m., with
Dr. T. A, Ramchandra Chettiar in the chair., R
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J tsiders.
There was a large gathering of the members and outsi

i ivered an
Mr. Somasundaram Mudaliar of Karan(;chasxO(czlitzllllvf;2 o
LA lecture on the Tamil Saints an Fe on the
interesting le Nathan and Manickavasagam spoke o
Messrst.lblj)éc?o P\:’Vith the usual vote of thaqks t}rlsorrr;ee;;r;}gm:iasm
same s R re showing .
nated at 8 p.m. th’ll‘ghse iergfl::r : possible. A resolutézgy“;is.
o h?ldgzsglym::ssed at the meeting wishing for the sp
unanim cd

i ften as possi-
account of the state of his health be published as often as p |

ble for the information of the public.

o e S————

TRICHINOPOLY.

v 3 DERSO
" HONOURING THE LEa August, 18.

| ichi Jy met Dr. (Mrs.)
i dents of Trichinopoly
The Non-Brati as:l §4r. Arya, M.A., B.D, S.T.M., the
, Brahmin Youth and .Mr. P.T.
the Chief Whip of hthg
' i i he 17th instant on their
i .at the Trichy Junction on t . .
]UStlie rI:;lal:ctl}l"aast aned paid their respects by garlanding them
7 0 ’ . y. .
.“ay Ar a in a short speech impressed them w xt{; :::yn:::lsk
. Mrs.ff )(’1ing equal opportunities for women 1n cvery walk
‘Slty'o’f aM(:'r Arya specially emphasised the necessln)(:l e
o'f llf:l' dei)ressed and the opp_res:sed. He;. atl])]pef\l/[ gnthly T
T ibe “for the Non-Brahmin Youth . eil Monly o
o ISUbsbclzshed by the Central League of Non-Bra ) |
nal pu

ittm
a, M.D., Mrs. Bi :
.éiZsi’dent- :)f the League of Non

MADRAS.
‘MRs. ARYA’S ARRIVAL.

in Youth League gave an
of the Non-Brahmin 5" .
h“‘?ﬂ:ﬂiﬁfﬁn this morning at the Egmore Railway Station
enthuasti .

. L M m
M d Mrs. Surendranath Arya, on their arrival fro
~ to Mr. an

i ‘Rao Naidu,

1. Messrs. T. Sundara aid
" lgsland T. R. Kothandarama Mudahar
the platform on the occasion.
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Kodaikanal by the Boat .
W. S. Krishnaswami Naidu
were among those present on
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On alighting fr i
" om the train, Mr. and
thzegc l;g:;;rland«;.d after which M’r Cho:lkalfz’tf]l;uﬁ ryoan “ll)erlf lFm;
ers of the Non-Brahmin Youth League, preéegt:d 231

address of
welcome to Mrs. Arya in the course of which they

expressed i
their hope that under the able guidance of herself

and Mr. A
rya they would become chastened in their thoughts .

and actio ]

footsteps and o be induced fo follow in thelr shi e

address prayed Y ?i some use to those around them. The
, in fine, for their long life, health and happiness.

Mrs.
s. Arya thanked them for their kindness shown to her. ;

p photo was tak
duc en and the memb intro-
ced {0 Mrs. Arya, the gathering dispersed. ers were infre

DR, (MRS.) ARYA'S ARRIVAL, -

SELF-RESPECT PROPAGANDA.
Mr. E. V. YR. NAICKER AT OMALUR.

Salem, Aug, 22.

Messrs. E. V. Ramas i Nai
. V. wami Naicker, J. S. Kann
party left Salem this morning at 10 in; special motﬁ‘pfu:ntg
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Omalur where they received a rousing reception by the Non-
Brahmin Youth League and the public who profusely garlanded
them and took them in procession through the streets to the
Velaswami Chettiar’s Secondary School Hall which was packed
to the full. Mr. Sivalingam Chettiar of Jalakandapuram presided.
The Youth League presented welcome addresses to Mr. E. V. R.
Naicker and Mr. J. S. Kannappar who in replying to the address
spoke on social reform and self respect movements. With a
vote of thanks fo the chair, the meeting terminated—(BY wire.)’

et apt———

NON-BRAHMIM YOUTH LEAGUE.
A FAREWELL FUNCTION.

To meet Mr.R.S. Mani, B.A, Assistant Secretary of the
of Non-Brahmin Youth, (Central), on the eve of his
departureto England, for higher studies, {he Executive Com-
mittee was ‘at home’ yesterday evening at the « Tower House ™
Kilpauk. Refreshments over, @ group photo was taken by the
Photo  News Agency, Madras, after which a meeting was held
under the g?gigmapéhip of Rev. J. Bitman. :

Messrs. J. S. Kannapper, R. V. Chockalingam, S. M. A.
Samad, Vincent Solomon, M. Varadaraj, Ponnurangam Naicker,
Alagasundaram, Mrs. Bitman and Dr. (Mrs) Arya next spoke
paying warm and eloquent tributes to the qualities of head and
heart of their friend, Mr. Mani.

‘Mr. S P. Y. Surendranath Voegeli-Arya, President of the

League, who'was called upon 1ast to address the meeting, on

rising to speak, “burst into tears and sat down for a moment.
He however got up again and said that it was indeed a sad
thing for him that he had to remain separated from one of his
best friends. for sometime. But it was a great gratification to
him to see he was going out in pursuit of knowledge. The first
and the foremost object of their League was the education of
the Non-Brahmin Youths. They wanted, through their League,
: Brahmin Youth to make himself an ideal

f with intellectual wealth. - Many 2
hem and they ought
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youth by equiping himsel
research scholar should rise from among t
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to go to any part of the world, if possible, where they thoughf
they could attain real culture. Continuing, Mr. Arya said, *
would_be the last man to ask Non-Brahmin students to take pall’t
in any public movement or demonstration at the expence of
their studies. Education ought to be, your first and foremost
concern.”” It was with this idea, said the speaker that he was
trying, whenever an opportunity occurred, to convince the
Non-Brahmin Youths of the need for education. Mr. Arya then
dealt at length with the qualities of the head and heart of
Mr. Mani and spoke of his services to the League.

Mr. Mani in a short speech thanked the Executive Commit-
tee for the honour done to him.

With a few remarks from the Chair and the usual vote of
thanks_the function came to a close.

Mr. R, S. MANI'S DEPARTURE.
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