The Mon=Brabmin Youth.

Geneyal Editoy . .
Office .
S. P, Y. SURENDRANATH VOEGELI-ARYA,

M.A,, B.D,, S.T.M,

Editovial Board:

Art & Wamesn: Miss R, KRISHNA'BAL wa, 11,

20. MILLER ROAD,

KILPAUK,
Literature: R. S. MANI, g.a.
Séience: S, ALAGASUNDARAM, p.a. ' MADRAS.
The League and iis activities - R, V, CHOCKALINGAM, B.A, ’
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:—
Annual: Rs. 3-890 Including Postage.
Monthly: Annas Five Payable in Advance.
ADVERTISEMENT RATES:— :Ltﬁle };’::‘;‘
Full Page: ... Inside Front Cover} Rs. Rs.
Outside Back Cover 20 ... 200
Full Page: e Ordinary vens 10 Ty 100
Half Page: .. y e 6 . 60
Quarter Page: Y e 3 w30

All remittances and business Correspondence should
be addressed to the General Editor,

THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH,
20, Milter Road, Kilpauk, Madras.

r

Articles, Sketches, Poems, etc, to be contributed
must be addressed to the General Editor.

THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH,
| 20, Miller Road, Kilpauk, Madras.
N.B.

y —Rejected articles will not be returned unless
- 8tamped envelopes are enclosed,

ARDIDUNARISIIWARA,

- > 15 both masculine
God s V)I‘jl‘ll‘,l— Ui )H\l‘\(!]\' Man Ry s e (6] Jh’ el \\[)mkn\.‘ }{’l 4 endeasonr to
/ ‘ 3 resi e s pact « >
d feminine,  Perfect worshippers of God are they who realize thus £ nd

SUC ‘otees can
§ ( iy such devo
acquire in their bves both 1Hs masonline and {eminine  vietoes, P00y

) . . e 1ot others.
aspite 1o enter snto His Kingdom of Beauty and Goadpess, and 1o



"1 No. M. 2356.

¢ T TEREEXLER :“6“55’ :
b Tt ¢ R
W ol
ek KlcelejeJeJe o Je Jo Joj| FRATERNITY

L i—
e

r

7 The &7
Ton = Brabhuli
o Pouth *
A — . . .
; , JUNE AND JULY Nos.
TANIR]  VoL. '” 1928 "5&6.
CONTENTS.
) H
ﬁu__UiL 1. PHILOSOPHY OF THE ANCIENT -
= - gy TAMIL PEOPLE.
. —_— Mr. Vedachalam, B.a., B,L.

2, WOMEN AND MEDICINE.

Dr. Mrs.

3. MODERN INDIAN PAINTING.
V. Venkatachalam.

4, FLOWERETS.
R, Balakrishna Mudaliar, B.aA., L.T,

5. CHANDRA.
R. Balakrishna Mudaliar, BA,L.T.

6. THE RELATION OF CAPlTAL AND

LABOUR

Mlss Amala Bangaru, B.A,, 1.1,

7. THE GIRL GUIDE MOVEMENT..

Mrs. [ndrani Balasubramanyam.
8. CURRENT TOPICS.
0. THE LEAGUE AND ITS ACTIVITIES. s SR

Anna Thotas.

{ I
| —

F
|




DEWAN BAHADUR J. VENKATANARAYANA NAIDU

e’lll‘lifaRAJA OF PANAGAL, Mr,
oo publqarayalla was a consclenti-
e b 1€ servant and that in the
h\: )t(:qrs of his work as Chief
e (;1 ive thcer_of the Corporation
o el;;l\lhl'backs I no department
o EC " 1s ever-watchful attention,
i o ad striven hard to place the
foutin mhxplstratnon on an efficient
appoi r%t.ed r. Venka_tanarayana was
2 rocd dflSlComm1§%ioner amidst
the o oinia of agitation against
reco dP ment, .ﬁut the brilliant
rd of work in other depart-

the
speaker, felt he would be failing
in his duty in the then state of
Corporation affairs if he did not
appoint Mr. Venkatanarayana as -

ments was - such that he,

Commissioner. Administration of
the Corporation during the past
three years showed that the choice
was not an unhappy one. Even
those who misunderstood him in
the beginning of his career because
of their determination to criticise
him adversely, knew he was a
straight man and wellmeaning.



1OME MEMBER'S TRIBUTE
A STERN DISCIPLINARIAN

-Last year I know when cholery
vas raging in the city, Mr. Venkata-
arayana Naidu was scen visiting
slums and cheries. I know as a
natter of fact thatit was due to
ais strenuous work and vigilance
that disease was reduced in these
slums to a very great extent. If
you now go and visit these slums,
you will find what a healthy condi.
tion they are in.  All this is due to
the great interest that Mr. Venkata-

narayaha Naidu has taken in his
work,

I am cxtremely glad that the
officials of the Corporation should
have come forward this evening to
show their great regard and respect
to their Chief in spite of the fact
that he has beena stern discipli-
narian in the discharge of his
duties. (Cheers).

WORK 1OR THE D. C.

As I told you just now, gentle-
men, I came into intimate contact
with your  Commissioner as a
member of the depressed classes.
Time and again I discussed with
him problems connected with the
depressed classes in the city of
Madras.and the improvements and
the sanitary condition of our slums.
[ received nothing but encourage-
ment at the hands of your Commis-
sioner and he has been doing his
utmost to improve the cheries of
this city,

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Sir

Muhammad Oosman Sahib Baha-
dur.

CORPORATION PRESI-
DENT'S TRIBUTE.,

Mr. Venkatanarayan

a

!

course of his very sweEEST, iy,
ministration hadﬁ&?&&:
.
/'.g/ .
«\ |

departments of the Corporation.
He had been able to bring down
corruption in some of the depart-
ments, had steadily improved its
revenues, stopped much of unneces-
sary expenditure, put the Health
Department on a satisfactory basis
and helped the steady expansion of
clementary education. In his having
to relinquish the office of Commis-
stoner, the Corporation Council
had lost one of its best officers and
owing to drawbacks of the Act, he
could not be continued fora few
years more to administer the affairs
of the Corporation. Mr. Venkata-
narayana had by his solid work
earned the gratitude not only of
the councillors but of the public
at large and it was fitting that a
portriat of his should adorn the
halls of the Corporation.

Dewan Bahadur G. Narayana-
swami Chetti, President of the
Corporation.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT'S
TRIBUTL.

She praised the work of the
Commissioner especially in the
matter of giving the city pure
water, in improving sanitation and
public health and giving a beggar
home to the city. But above all
those must be counted his great
service to maternity and child
welfare work, for which cause he
had given greater facilities and to
some  extent relieved the various
employees in  the scheme  of their
hard work. She was sure if he were
to continue for 3 more years as
Commissioner, the scheme could
be developed still more. In con-
clusion on behalf of the staff of the
Child Welfare Scheme she wished

im success in his future career
and long life.

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi, m.n.
M.,

M.L.C., Deputy President
as Legislative Council,
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PHILOSOPHY OF THE ANCIENT TAMIL PEOPLE.

i is anything like a philosophy
(@NE) may wonder if there 1s ; _
eculiai);o the Tamil people especially when one is often
pes

told about the six systems of Indian Philosophy. It is my

urpose in this article to show wha‘t t.he philosophy_ ofmthF
Sncient Tamil people is and hov&t it is expressed 1n 'elé
national literature. Inquiries of this kind have }r:o;t t;leccnl/]ea !
the attention they deserve simply f(})lrt the ;‘easzc;r; (:tri:ta. " ::g; .

a belief that Tamil is a daughter ol ge.
gif;es have changed and ideas are changing too. Men like

'Dr. Maclean have concluded after an elaborate comparative

study that the Dravidian languages are older in 1pom‘tbc?f cttm;z
than Sanscrit, that the Vedic language was l_arge ybsu1 je Lo
Dravidian influence both in phon.etlcs and' in voca gtar?lr‘h

that Tamil can stand by itself and dispense with Sanscrit. ese

holarship compel the
o by men of undoubtec.1 sC
’ -:’Jast::rlleil;rsls o}f’ prejudice for a while and urge the need for a

sympathetic study of the question under discussion.

After restless wandering for along time the Arya}ns eqtered
India and settled down on the banks of the great rivers in the

N
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north. As they were mere wanderers in quest of pasture for
their cattle they had neither the time nor inclination to
appreciate the beauties of nature but instead cultivated an awful
regard for the powerful elements of nature which appealed to
them by their frown and favour in the course of their nomadic
life.

by mighty mountains, watered by majestic rivers and surrounded
by beautiful scenery they became imaginative and added to
their stock of knowledge ideas that were inspired by the new
environments, The Vedas, the original prayers to the personi-
fied natural elements gave birth to a number of ideas and
thoughts which constituted the Vedic Religion.

The advent of Buddhism with its practical virtues raised
abanner of revolt against Vedic Religion and rendered it very
unpopular so that a number of learned Brahmins like Gautama,
Baudayana, Apasthamba and Vasishta came forward to reform
the Vedic Religion and by writing a number of Dharma,
Sastras laid the foundation of the subsequent Hinduism. Then
came in the Puranas with their wonderful mythology and

nterpretation of Vedic thoughts giving place to different schools
of philosophy as are found to-day in India.

Away from these changes and progress of philosophical
thought South India had already evolved a strange but by no

means a less important philosophy. It is beyond the power of

history to point out a time when the Tamil people were not

occupying the southern part of the peninsula. Naturally the
Tamil people had become alive to the beauties of nature amidst
which they lived and imbibed inspiration from them. They
cultivated a love for nature so intensely that it played a
very dominent part in their life and literature. It 18
their settled life and appreciation of the beauties of
nature that made the Tamil people poets and thinkers at a
time when other races of the world were roaming about the
globe. Instinct for beauty is an element of human nature, the
development “of which ultimately led the Tamil people to the
most perfect form of philosophy. The blue mountains, green
valleys, silvery streams, sparkling tanks, blooming lotus, swim-
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But when they had settled down in Aryavartha guarded |

PHILOSOPHY ,OF THE ANCIENT TAMIL PEOPLE S

ming swans, singing kokils, dancing peacocks, refreshing south
breeze and above all the bright sun and the beat_1t1f1.11 mp;)n
conspire against man and induce Cupid to attacl_c him 1rr’c51sb a:
bly with his amorous but sharp arrows on all 31des.. Man tl:s
comes conquered and chained to a woman. This compe

man to enlarge his self so as to include another human being

ithin 1 3 w of nature operates and the man is
\Ylﬁluzlfdczgili)g th0 m’Iz‘tll: 112:.00m within himself for pther human
(l;:ings that issue out his union w1th'a woman. ’{‘lus prt?lcess oli
the enlargement of the man’s self in course of time gla \tersh.a
the worldly experience for him and in the <.:nd rev;:a S'1O 1rin
that even as his children are members of h.lS owln ami ﬁ stc;1 ai
he an integral part of the whole. human family at large aln that
the purpose of life consists not in neglect of mundane pd(aas.ll t
and human existence, retirement from the wprld and st e;l
meditation but in the propogation of love and sincere service to

humanity. Thus a man evolves from the selfish individuality to

the altruistic humanity. For him thfa “_rorld is a home, al! the
human beings are rightful dwellers in it and the object is tf)
lead a happy and perfect life. This is the attitude of Tamil

literature towards life. The spirit of Tamil literature is against

the invidious distinction between man and man unlike that of
the Dharma Sastras of Sanscrit. e

Tamil literature is quite conscius of llgman limita_tions a.nd
does not therefore venture upon metaphysical speculatlgn which
is bound to throw the apple of discord among the Tamil people.

Let us now see what the principles of this inc!igenous philo-
sophy are and how they contributed to the shaping of a great

- South ‘Indian national life. The fine sounding doct_rines of
' lfberty,~ equality and fraternity of the French Revolution were

the keynote of the Dravidian life which was not contaminate'd by
the caste-ridden influence of Aryavartha. ‘Birth wasan accident
for a Tamilian and it imposed no restriction upon a man,

- ‘Anybody could become anybody by his own effort. What was
f-ff}ﬁorally good for one was good for all. No exceptions were
recoghise d in the general rules of life. Sex was no disqualifica-

tion and a woman enjoyed the greatest liberty ever enjoyed
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by her sisters anywhere in the world’s history. In short
the principles of Tamil philosophy enabled the ancient
Tamil people to lead almost an ideal national life which
is deservedly described as the Golden age of Tamil-
akam. The Tamil people practised more virtues than
they spoke of. Their guide was their king rather than
written codes of Dharma Sastras. The Tamil people lived
such a natural, simple and virtuous life that there was no nced
felt for the writing down of rules of social and moral life. But
with the progress of time and the advent of Buddhism there was
a tendency to imitate certain aspects of north Indian social life
which resulted in the introduction of some changes into South
India. Tamil scholars began to imitate the Dharma Sastra
writers and import into their country ideas and thoughts which
were foreign to them. To the love, remance and warfare of
Tamilakam or Tamil country came to be added rishees or
Sages, Thapas or penance and mythology of Sanscrit literature,
Of the various elements of Aryan influence Buddhism and the
great “ Dharmapada * the sayings of Lord Buddha appealed
to the Dravidian mind so strongly that the Tamil mora) codes
written subsequently breathed mo.e of the Buddhistic fervour
than the orthodoxy of the Aryan Priests. The sacred kural of
Thiruvalluvar may be said to be the typical echo of the north
Indian influence as you find it in the elevating and enheartening
teachings of the ethical religion founded by the great Gautama
Sakya Muni. This embodies the principles of Tamil philoso-
phy of course modified by the north Indian influence. It 1s not
desirable here to discuss how far Thiruvalluvar was original. Even
the most unsympathetic critic of Thiruvalluvar is bound to admit
that while writing his kural after the Dharma Sastra model he
preserves the principles of the original Tamil philosophy and
stops with his third book on love or kama without proceeding

a step further into the field of speculation called Moksha.
Thiruvalluvar  knew  fug well that Moksha is

. ‘ something
indescribable though it is something that could be realised by
experience throu

gh the practice of the virtues he
For him Moksha is neit

perfect love. That is wh

enunciates.
her in Kailas nor in Vaikuntam but in

y he stops with love or kama as the
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i t
highest stage of human development. There is no forcle' greaheiz
1 gthe world than love. Love helps r_nan to realise f
'mdividual self in the universal self which is another ‘r‘larpe o,f
& d. After all God has been described as love and Slvam
Goaéls love also. The doctrines of karma and the transmlgffratlon
9y ‘ ace 1 Iden casket of pure

not find a place in the go )
%fu;l;:l S(;uiio(igphy. According lo this philosophy there is but
orE::1 birpth of men upon the earth and only one way for all men
to walk 1n.

i love are different.
“ » ignorant think that God and .
Th(i\ltjg:e knows that God and love are the same. Did
all men know that God and love are the? same;
they would dwell together in peace, considering
love as God.”

“ As milk once drawn cannot again enter t.he udder,
nor butter churned be recombined with milk;

As sound cannot return to a b.roken conch, nor the
life be restored to the body it left;

As a decayed leaf and a fallen flower cannot be
reunited to the parent tree;

So man once dead is subject to no future birth.”

tter system of philoso-
Jan the world dream of a be s .

phy (;g:n these brilliant and thoughtfpro;/okmg ethical and
religious conclusions of the Dravidian mmd_.//

2m



WOMEN AND MEDICINE.

(BY Dr. Mgrs. Anna THoMaAs, SUPERINTENDENT, |

MATERNITY AND CHILDWELFARE DEPARTMENT, Mabura.);
!,F HE woman problem, is one of the important social problems

of the day that agitate the public of India. Even in thig
centuary of enlightenment, advance, and progress, there are
people in India who look upon women, as created by God to
serve man and to be a mere slave to satisfy their animal
passions. While she was addressed ‘Patni’

partner in life, she was slowly shifted to ]
kitchen maid. From the public platforms, our reformers cried
in season and out of season, that the women in ancient India
did occupy a more honored place than she does to-day and they
quoted the authority of the Vedas, Smrithis and Ithihasas, whilc
the orthodox Pundits and Priests quoted the same authoritics

» which means,
¢ position of 3z

and that “in her childhood 2 girl shoul

d be under the will of
her father, in youth of her husband, in wid

owhood of her son™,
What is the real position of the women in India to-day ?,
Though we have a few women

graduates and other cultured
women, here and there, in the country, the generality of them,
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are treated no higher than mere chattels. To procr?ate child-ren,

ind the kitchen, and prove a vigilant housemaid, sugh is a
o mm’ osition to-day in the generality of case.s,.and it is a
W'orm]ltll] stp‘che men who clamour for political pr1v1lege§ shouIFl
fc:g’rat::athis inviquity within thgir own doors apd no‘tt raise their
little finger to eradicate the evil and better their position.

Education, which is a pannacea for all our evils, is now
)

slowly spreading among women, especially in the southern parts

of India, so much so, in the Native State of k’)l‘ravancore;ig;es
unemployment among women grac'luates has become a s ro
for consideration. But, if we take the case of the
pmbllemf India into consideration, only 3 per .cent. pf the
Y;l;;250435 females in India, know to read or write th.elr own
Verr,lacu’lar. Education is the herald .of progress and is betmg
recognised as such in our days. But, like every other c<1)undry,
India has her own educational problems and 'e;ze? (23;ese§f ::}11*:
seem to give very little attention to the specia ea{ o0 of the
blem of education of our girls. A girl proper yd cated
}r)r::ans a whole family enlightened, ancll one girl s;pogzn ;r;c; bsO :
fami ined ; whereas, the evil or impertec
:':15’513 rfr?;?rlxlly}’t rt:irtlfldl’lim};elf, ax,ld, therefore, the education of our
girls, is an important national problem.

When our women are properly educated, they musfc be-gul/fﬂfn
equal opportunities with the men to take up any avoc;a.t’uiosnsgll 1t§
suitable to their nature, temperment ar.ld capacity. oo sil y‘[he
stand by the old dictum that home is the onlydsp 1eI O the
women and that beyond that she has no w:ork to do. akinp <
fully hold that women are joint parﬁtn\ers with mer}l1 ltlll T rragn e
world better, and that sex has not'hmg to do wit 1aha gd
ment. I agree that the first dutl'es of women are ;g tomhe ahn
these are the duties of maiden, w1f§ anfi‘ mothef.‘ u sa reI:] ! ZLS
also a duty to State and Humz}mty. T'l’lere is no sex " eg
souls and hence there is none In success . ‘ When we S?n v1 ey
the progress of women, in all spheres of.actlwt.y, fﬁr texa11 ple,
in the world of letters, we find that she is not 1'nte ectua ¥ in-
ferior to men, and that her progress has been in exact corres-

203



THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH

pondence with the increasing educational advantages placed at

her disposal. As an enthusiast and reformer, she has been keep-
ing equal pace with men,

Some years back, “ Aryan " wrote in the © Illustrated Times
of India ™ as follows :— “ That women should avoid the kind of
education that is suited for men is not quite a Hindu idea, The
famous educated ladies of former times like Maitrayi and Gargi
studied the same philosophy as the male Sages and discussed
with men in male assemblies. Mathematices, Science, Law and
philosophy know no sex.”. Even in Politics, women shone well
in ancient days in our country. The names of Allyarasani, and
Mangamal who ruled Madura are famous in the pages of ancient

history.  Of all professions, medical profession is the best suited
for women Lala Lajapat Rai says :

“ But woman is woman and man is man.
are in every respect absolutely equal is nonsense
Why, woman is superior to man in several respe
stand comparison with woman in the lat

absolutely, disinterestedly, loftily, devotedly, to mother, to
heal and cure, to comfort and solace, to sacrifice and give, to
efface herself and to suffer. The stream of kindness and love
that flows from her bosom, the creativeness that is her function
in life, these alone put her head and shoulders above man.”
This shows that women are more aptly fitted, and one even
might say, created to pursue the avocation of medical profession,

with greater success than men because of their temperment,
delicacy of handling and more generous impulses.

To say that both
pure and simple.
cts. No man can
ter's capacity to live

It it is found necessary to have separate institutions for the
education of women, much

. more is it necessary in the case of
medical attendance, in which case, between the doctor and
patient come questions touching very delicate matters of the life

and atlments of the woman. It is no exaggeration to say that
many women have willingly succumbed to premature death
owing to the shyness on their part in disclosing their ailments
to men doctors. If Lady doctors are found to be a necessity
in the enlightened Western countr tes, much more are they so in
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I ' i r peculiar social customs, purdah
) Countr{' ::enlr;?lt;a’s;;?{lohfeth}; appaling illiter.acy, ignorance
NV 10ti’u,om I know of more than one mstance wher.e
e SUPCYYS uld ;1;)t allow: a malé doctor to attend on their
Womelr'l‘ ?(:i labour at a critical juncture of 1if§ and dgath and
i 1'% z’: f]: sreferred death,  Just to particulanse one mst'a.ncei
dehbe'l o }’Ici}on that the wife of an old-school .Hos_p!tag Assistan
¥ e mef? sl ;tattion did not allow the District burge?n tg
attond or lub ‘compli’catcd labour, in spite of the entreaties arlx
a}tlteniogf ]t(lire husband who did not know how to conduct the
topreera;l';ion, and she deliberately preferred death.

i i bout the extent of supersti-
mention one instance, a c
ti "Jt:;s(irfo our people. A graduate, who was a (:azet.ted1 ggi:
ol;)?h(is Priidency, once approached a DlStII‘ICz. ﬁ'ledm?; Hheer
is no ired ¢ i d said that his wife v
ho is now retired and hvmg) and s
(V:ins and as that day was an 1nauspictous one h? wacrlat;aic\lle rtehg
%octOI' to stop her delivery that diiy z.md' see ;ccl:a; :;:0 reampant
.- n
it day. If superstition and ignora ram
o nektog;y gmdmtgs we can imagine to the extent it will be
1 among graduates, ma ‘
z‘x:cxmg the illiterate masses. This is by the way

As it is natural with man or woman, a \t\{omatn ;vxli] Sl:(:\?:z
. - own sex than to
- secret ailments to one of her own . !
]i]fe;:eizli familiar friend. Majority of women-w 1111 rclle\éttigrsllbqrfll:é
O i hly by a male doctor.

selves to be examined thorough R
the“mseslvz; ao doctor’s treatment mainly depends on his ;11alg9
Su:Cif and for that he has to put all sorts of q\{estxops 'ohns
nose ¢ ionaliti ine! how

. . a1l conventionalities. Just mmag

atients overlooking all conven . e
fl?fﬁcult and awk\\zr’ard it will be for the patllerllltaizdc(';frfed;ccrss s,

ite sexes.

‘hien they happen to be of oppost . )
" hi"rtlncesyof wpises of eminent doctors who would not submut themt
ol . to the examination of their own husbaqu fo_r' treatmen
SCIVC? { T had to examine them and consult with thc.1r husband's
o ttmtmcr;t Such is the extent of shyness and idea of c%eh-
for reid mo.desty among the Indian ladies. Therefore, in a
coun t? like India, women doctors are an {ndlsper.lsable neces-
coun i’[an woméﬂ are dying annually in India for want of
Slty(i' al 1ic}1’ by women dactess«--1f is calculated that India is
medic ¢ .7-"\_{ T

mw‘&(;b,." *
3 2 Uiy
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lgosmg a‘nnually 2 lakhs of mothers for want of proper medical
aid during confinement, and that approximately 1 77ll§§9
fc(:;tjitg::s ha\;ﬁ beenvifost i 1925 for want of prope:calfe of’ the
sXpec mother. omen are naturally suited for medical
work. Their patience, and ministering tendenc nake  thon
sui?able for the profession. There is an LB make’them
\th'Ch says that “a good surgeon must ha(\)/i:daP;nezgzilgs;ll;’i)leovelb
lion’s heart, and a lady’s hand ”*. “ There is no hand s‘ ye,tla
as a woman’s hand, no eye so observant, no foot so softo " 'c
SO walfefu], no head so unselfishly thoughtfulK no }’1 not "o
un‘ceasmgly loving and no life more devoted tl;'m Wor:]ar' -
said a gentleman in a meeting at Calcutta some yf;ar‘s bacin sD ,
ziou not expect these qualities in a doctor 2. And thése YOl; wi?l
tnd In a lady doctor. The ac}vantages of having women doc-
ors are realised by the public and the Government as d:

pass by, because we find that Government, Missionar ( b d"l?’:S
and otherﬁ philanthropic individuals and s:)cie‘;ies a:rey ffo i
scholarships and other encouragements to women io takeouer?f]xg
study of medicine. Thanks to the efforts of the late lamé)nte(:

Lady Dufferin a fund 1s establi
) é s established for the -
ging women doctors, 1¢ purpose of encoura-

Though the number of lady doctors are on the increas
year by year yet their number is quite msufticient to co;g
with the d‘emfmd. The few who arc availabie are crOWdir})g
toget"her in Fgwns and Cities. "Ihe proportion of registered
medical practitioners  (both male and female) in Iﬁaia is
one to 45,000 as compared to one to 2,000 in England. India
s a country of villages and thercfore lady doctors 1.rc er
largely needed for the villages. The rural medimi ev"y
§cheme, which is becoming vary popular, and w(hici s
introduced by that far sighted Statesman the Raja of Pan:gj
when he was the Minister of Local Self-Government with the
Government of Madras, if extended to, by appointing lad
doctors also ‘in select rural areas will be a great boon to th)e,
women of this Presidency, In the Madras Presidency, the
gtest-report o{ the S}lrgeon General shows that out of the ’1006
4g>vemment, .btatc-alded and Private medical institutions, only

are exclusively for women and that there are only 3,463’ beds

206

WOMEN AND MEDICINE

in all the medical instiiutions for the exclusive use of the women,
and mark, this is for a female population of 21,693,995. In our
Presidency, in 1925, 1,382,377 births have taken place and out
of these only 62,785 received any skilled attention during
confinement. This means, only a little over 4 per cent of the
delivery cases, got any scientific attention during confinement.
More than 95 per cent of the delivery cases in our Presidency
are attended to by the indigenous, illiterate superstitious Dhai,
whose person and “dirty midwifery” are described by the
Public Health Commissioner with the Government of India in
one of his annual reports as follows :—

“Te vast majority of the women in India are attended to
in their confinements by indigenous midwives known as Dhais
and that their midwifery practice follows custom and tradition
and is not based on real training and knowledge. Such women
are lowest caste and of uncleanly habits. Clothed in volumin-
ous dirty ga\rmcnts, their arms are decorated with innumerable
glass bangles, their fingers covered with shoddy rings and their
finger nails filthy, Their apparatus consists chiefly of a large
tabacco pipe of the hooka variety, a dirty old knife, and a small
oil lamp, the oil of which serves indiscriminately for burning
and oiling the hands for vaginal examination. A few scrap of
rags or old wool pulled out from a mattress and some string

complete the outfit ”.

The “dirty midwifery ™ of the Dhais is responsible for the
appaling infantile deaths and maternal deaths in our country.
We, therefore, want lady doctors in large numbers to educate
the women of the dangers of such unscientific “ dirty midwifery”
and to treat the cases. Government appointment need not
necessarily be the motive of a lady student in medicine. The
beauty of this profession, unlike many other professions, is, that
without any Government appointment, one has the hope and
the scope of exercising her knowledge to oneself : and to the
service of humanity. '

Sir. P. Lukis, a late Surgeon General of India in the course
of a speech to the students of the Royal Free Hospital in London,
laid special stress on the need of medical women in India,
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MODERN INDIAN PAINTING.

There is a constant confusion of criticism over the aesthetical
merits and technical features of this modern movement in Indian
painting, and doubt is often expressed as to the genuineness of
its Indian character, and some—and they are the limit— even
going so far as to the question how this art could be called
Indian when the very materials these artists use, such as the
Whatman’s paper, Winsor and Newton’s colours and the
Japanese brushes, are not Indian. It will not be possible to deal
at any length with those criticisms here, but it is hoped that the
art of some of the leading painters of this school which we
propose to sketch in these columns will help a little to a better
understanding and a greater appreciation of the significance of
this artistic revival. It is inevitable that there should be more
than one school of thought on a subject like Indian art which
has a history dating far back into the night of time. There are
those who are influenced by the Greek ideals of art and who
wish to imitate and copy the methods and mannerisms of the
progressive European art, and they see nothing modern or vital
in this revival but a recrudescence of a wornout, archaic type of
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art, which is weak, anaemic, cifiminate and 'wantmg,if 1:tit\1v1: f;;s(‘;
rudiments of art, such as anatomy, proporhqn, p@ e five and
definiteness. There arc others who believe th.e past an | the
greatness of the past in these things, and who \\{1511 t;) glo and
to the art traditions, conventions .a{ld ideals of .211?01c11t. nc'{lia‘, a

they see a subtle beauty, a new vision and a splrltuz_ﬂ sugn;) Ltarzl(ie
in this art. They claim not only a glorlo}ls herlt.agfl ;1 tur:
possibility of a greater achievement in the fine arts in the ftuture.

FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT IDEALS.

Indian art fundamentally differs from Europealj art“t/)otil n
its ideals as well as in ifs expression anc.l tech?l(%.uc. : “esf el;;l
art is essentially realistic and reprcsent'flt.lonal, L.d,l mg.? 'or'(li 1(13'
the artist skill of his hands and cyes, wiile ‘Inc}{an t2.ut is 1tueiatli;sr;
tic, symbolic, religious and suggestive, where devo 1lf\)r;i ;1} uition
and imagination play a greater .part. than tfie }Zl?rcfb ihmenh”
and eyes. The angle of (’Irt-VlS.IO'Il in the Eas ‘;s TL}u} {“ﬂ)r :hc}é
distinct from the angle of art-vision of th‘e Wc? .\1 119 i : ; L1~
is to be seen not only in matters of tec.ln'nque, bLK,.l as the nc'x‘an
preference for water-colour and for miniatures, or <?f mannerksmr
such as the slender waist, t!le elongated cyes Aj}df iape:l”-]tg
fingers of Ajanta, but in the 1dca.ls and ft.mctlon. ‘10:“ .ta.n a;j
relation to life. Art expresses fife and 1¥fc cllr.lttllts a1 \1’ and
Indian art is the multicoloured expression .’ot 1€ 111c 1 ;lt ,
variegated creative consc‘:iousn‘ess. Qf the I.ndlcjn };eop e.t.‘ ’
not an achievement of a single 1.nc11v1du'al or cvu'n) o\ a particu a(;
epoch, but the sum total of Indian racial experience expresse
in terms of colour, form, sound and beauty.

THE CENTRAL IDEA.

The central idea of Indian art 1s the concep‘F of jthe One Life
behind all manifestation, and that Life “elaboratmg itself through
the wonderful multiplicity and Variety. of form in nature and
humanity, and smiling with a Joy that is reflected in the soul of

" the artist when he apprehends and registers some juxtaposition
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of apparently discreet elements in the detail of life, and so
comes upon the secret of her unity.” This Hindu idea of the
O?ze Life runs through in all the Indian paintings from the
A]antaq Frescos to the modern art; and since Indian art is
symbolic, great cosmic truths are portrayed in concrete forms that
are extremely suggestive to the Hindu mind. An artist’s aim is
not merely to create forms, but to symbolise eternal Beauty
and Truth through the medium of his creation. That art is truly
great which reflects in it the threefold platonic concepts of the

Divinity, Truth, Beauty and Goodness. And Indian art aims at
such an ideal.

AN ECLECTIC REVIVAL.

‘ .While, therefore, this modern revival in painting seeks its
¥nsp1ratlon in the past and cherishes its ideals, it borrows freely
1degs, methods and techniques from European and Japanese art.
It is eclectic and therefore richer in expression, and this gives
room for the oft-repeated criticism that modern Indian art is
pre-Raphagletic to some extent and Japanese to a larger extent
But what is often forgotten with regard to the latter criticism 15
‘.[hat tl}e so-called Japanese influence in modern Indian painting
1s v.erll.y th.e old art of India coming back to its motherland aftei
enriching itselfrunder the aesthetical sensibility of a picturesque
and beauty-loving people. The primitive art of Japan can be
@raced to the art of the Buddhistic era in India, and with the
introduction of Buddhism into Japan via China z;nd Korea, the
art of India was also ushered in. There was further the c:)n§~
clous mutual exchange of the arts of these two countries It tl‘ g
visits Qf the Japanese artists to India who taught their rr;etlll ;
to I.m'ilan .artists and of the Indian artists to Japan who (')l :
their idealism to Japanese artists. The avoiding of Chz'arooféz‘je
and too many details, (which are characteristic of a certain t .
of n:loderll Wegtem art,) the comparatively even washes on ypet
surface, the using of simplified abstract forms and the suggcsti\zz.

ness of objects, are some of the features common to 4] Eastern

art.  Oriental artists believe in economy of line, and paint in
)
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low tones, because their objects is to suggest rather than to
paint anything fully. To them there is more beauty in a bud
than in a full-blown flower, and behind all their works there is
always a predominant philosophical idea or a religious motive.

MENTAL NOT PHYSICAL.

Indian painting in its most realistic phases is essentially
“ 2 mental summary of visual perceptions”” rather than a faith-
ful reproduction of an object from a cerfain point in space.
The physical perspective, therefore, is generally disregarded.
The perspective of the academic type as is taught in Western
art is too rigid for the purpose of artistic design; it obstructs
the flight of vision and interferes with the Indian notions of
mental and imaginative visualisation. The perspective in Indian
art is more mental and psychological than physical, and there-
fore itis that when an Indian artist paints evena historical
theme, he depicts it within the range of a single painting in a
series of tableaux or incidents which the artist could not have
witnessed at the same time from any given point. F urther his
expetience of optic illusions do not give him the certainty of
the correctness of physical perspective, of which so much is
made in European art.

——

UNITY IN COMPOSITION.

To an Indian artist the world, both animate and inanimate,
is but an expression of the Divine, and consequently there is
always a sense of unity and natural harmony in his compositions
whiether it be a portrait study or a big decorative work. The
ensembling of human beings, animals, birds, flowers and plants
into a decoralive scheme of a flowing frieze or a moving pano-
rama, is but this inner urge within the artists for sensing the
unity in diversity. The philosophical idea of rebirth gives him
inner rhythm of ebb and flow of life which is so much to be seen
in all-great creative works of art in India.
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PSYCHOLOGY OF SOFTNESS.

The Indian artist prefers water colour to oils because he

finds it more suitable to his artistic temperament. He loves its
fine, delicate, tender tints and shades ; and hig subtle mind and
sensitive fingers find the ojf colour a heavy and difficult medium
to express his genjus, The reserve and tasteful toning down of
colours in his pictures strongly contrasts with the bright and
colourful atmosphere of his environment, and this is often mis-
taken for his incapacity to use strong colours in juxtaposﬁ.lon
successfully. The modern Indian artis can easily use bright
colours in architectural structures even as his mediaeval ances-
tors, the Rajput masters did, The excessive softness and refine-
ment that one sees in modern pictures are not deliberate but
necessary psychological reactions to environment. In these
softly coloured and daintily-done paintings every kind of struggle
is banished, crudeness and vulgarity suppressed and only the
gentle looking goddess of beauty, peace and contemplation is
seen. There is a feminine warmth in them, tender, pure and

enobling nothing glaring, cverything restrained, with the grea-
test tact and the finest feeling for style.

S —————

SOME MORE DIFF ERENCES.

Indian art is linear, not massive and structural,
fepresented in the Western art, is merel

inherited feeling, the Indjan artist
the depth. To him only length an
paper. In all his studies, whethe
landscape, you will notice the g
most naturally, with 3 feeling fo
object figure itself ig

Depth, as
Yy an illusion, and with
avoids this third dimension,
d width exist on the plane of
r d group composition or a
etails of the scene worked out
I reality, but the central or

often painted without third dimension,
“without space in a world without space.” The colours indicate

the expression with mych delicacy ; and emotions are portrayed
by gestures and motions of the body and limbs and not by the

faces. There is generally a great exXpressive energy behind all
their decorative style of works. The proportions are based on

a canon more ancient than the Greek standard of beauty and

214

MODERN INDIAN PAINTING

: i f ancient art. Forms

: ing with the conventions o
e u'ldl;zfi};;zg zleed not be of one standard of kl?ealx;)};n ﬂ:;
whe.n 1 tist can choose his ideals forms from any king oo
Indian ar d that gives him a wider field for‘ cr.eatmg new types
natuie,ﬂaeﬂ hiscabstractions. Human form limits art, and there-

oth e . .
;grecthe discouragement of models in Indian art

ical and aesthetical features
v :n are some of the techqxca .
Slzlth rtlhcl?ldlilaen art, which fascinate some but p;zzvlgt }Ti;ee
?Ifh:]aoftizfc needs understanding anql Syﬁgiiﬁé’ sz:; o e
oy e
ical key of intuition one can easily €I netuary
mﬂ%‘f;l \i\iet)lrl him the pleasures of The Kingdom of Beauty
partake w !

V. VENKATACHALAM.
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FLOWERETS
IN THE GARDEN OF POESY,

His love-creation man
God brings on earth to live ;
If man creating earn
Immortal name he'l give
God pleasure in return !

Lotus’s of the mire and mud ;
Pearl shell’s of the slimy deep ;

Rainbow’s of the murky cloud ;
Blissful vision’s of our sleep !

Love! hummed the bee to the rose,~
It blushed in balm and honey !

Sang bard to his maid, of his woes,—
She sighed in tears many !

Three drops from heaven fell on a lotus pool,
On leaf and flow'r—a bubble, pearl and ruby :
One swelled in pride, on laughed, the other cool
Did swing—each brother-blind to what would be |
Ah! ruby wind-plucked fell, pearl wave-washed lay,
And the bubble burst,—all brothers in decay !

The bee woos the flower ;
The soft cloud the rainbow :
And the star the moon afar’—
Ah! why not | thy brow ?

R. BaL.
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CHANDRA.
A FOLK TALE, RETOLD.

By R. BaL, B.A,, L.T.
I
THE COUCH-SHELL.

U'LASEKAR, King of South India, had a wiif Siia. Isghi
i d he loved her dearly. Bu
as young and beautiful, an . .
being ‘:hilgless for long, the couple prayed to be blessed with a
son.

Year after year silenily passed away, a'nd no princ'e v:las
born. The King, thereupon, married, for his second wife, the
0 ‘ 'y . .
princess of a neighbouring Kingdom.

instigati i ide Lila, the king built a
he instigation of his new brlde' ) |
maI‘lAltlo:tlsZ awafr from his palace, for Sita to live alone, upon a
S ’
daily dole of food.

The King's love for Lila seemed never to suffer any change,
but his ardent wish for the birth of a prince never came to be.
So, consulting his Court astrologers, he set out to perform pen-

) A Lige

Lt v W

X M e N
ance in a far off lonely forest,«* g eioecieas
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CHANDRA

Years of devotion brought before him Parvathi and Parama-
siva. They asked him to name the boon he prayed for. He
fell at their feet and begged for the gift of a son.

Paramasiva asked the Kin
and beautiful prince, who w
a dull lame son, who would
choice fell on the former,
temple of Vigneswar an
suddenly disappeared.

The King did as he was told and
fruit. He, returning to his palace, gav
Lila,but nota bitto Sita! Lila

out of the fruit, threw its seed-

g to choose between a clever
ould live till his twentieth year, and
live to a green old age. The King’s
and Siva instructing him to go to the
d to beg of him for a mango fruit

got his gift of a mango-
e the hard-earned fruit to
» drinking the juice squeezed
and peel into the garden,

Suba the hand maid of the elder Rani,
the Kings palace to receive the daily dole fo
scent of the King's return and of the divine f

coming as usual to
r her mistress, got
ruit,

Cérefully searching for the thrown away remains of the

fruit, she picked them up in the garden and hastening home,
gave them over to Sita. The latter

, breaking the seed, shared it
with her maid, and the scattered bits were eaten by a mare and
a bitch of the house.

. The Rani Sita and the hand-maid became pregnant on the

same day,as also the younger Rani Lila. The bitch and the

mare carried as well.

In due course, all of them gave birth,—Lila,
male child, Sita to a beautiful conch-shell, the han
eby and the mare and the bitch to a
respectively !

to a cripple
d-maid to a
young horse and a puppy

The King and the Queen Lila were very much grieved to
find themselves parents of a cripple prince. They were not a

little angry with God Paramasiva for having deceived them and

they were ignorant of the strange births at the elder Rani's
residence. '

Sita's grief at her givin

g birth to a conch-shell, knew no
bounds, She placed the she

Il on her lap and shed tears all day.
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i ate in a hole in the Wa]l. She IOOI(Cd at 1t
t it S(f 1 1 1 i . :
S(!h‘el thElelnld i{Oepher anmzement it Swelled 1n size day by (lay. :
aly

i too'k it out and—lo! to her
sixteenth morn she :
c? ? ;251 joy, the shell broke open and there sl;lone ;)lutto 011; elr
W(l))nateltiful child! Embracing him tp h?r bosom, s' era
?nhz;' ap@rtments and fondled with him in ecstasy !

RS

11
THE HANDFUL OF RICE.

: idly grew into a
andra. the shell born prince, rap C sod
C'h'd?dg:;th of might and courage, an_d b,y the gracetp t tg,o ’
tbllooll;]c;gl% (};f knowledge lay bare before him in all its entirety.
¢

. . cakes to eat.
The prince asked his mother one t(}ilayt’ som;an hor cyes,
; ars )
) 5. she gave him, wi e
‘ no catables, she gave it and embarked
Hdvcllrflgl of raw rice. Consoling her, he took _1tdab ‘ the hand
[4 -
handfu ide on his new born horse, accompanied Dy
upon a ride

maid’s son Bal and his pet little dog.

arriving at the shop of a wealthy
Thet 1%521(1?21“551?; for a balance and gunny bagi ﬂtlo
me_rchan_, little knot of rice. The merchant, laqghm_g at the
weigh I ::ltfxem brought and the prince, undo.mg his l.mot,
deman, the rice. Lo! there gushed out grains of glitter-
'Oured dotw%he merchant scarce believed %us eyes ! Sopn,
;ng dgzlc?s'of bags were filled and the grains still poured out like
wndr C

! _—
a ceaseless flowing spring -

i ked for his due in coins,
i topped pouring, and as
ol dTl;tzlzrul::: STLS merchant, all aghast, told out thousands of
goid a '

ing !
mohars and yet he was owing

i to the richest
b ith his new-earned treasure, went . :
(,hafrﬁ;i, :::;h :nd bought laced robes and silken sarees
Sh(zlpsotoher many’ valuables, bespeaking royal pomp and
an
splendour.
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Thus gaily and richly accoutred, the charming little
company marched home in all glory, Chandra, told his anxious

mother what had become of her handful of rice and she kissed
him with tears of joy.

Sometime after, he built, amid a thick forest, a magnificent
palace for his pleasure-resort.

————

IT1
CHANDRA IN THE KING'S PALACE.

Chandra knowing his royal birth, wished to sce the King.
The poor mother objected to it, suspecting danger from the
second Rani Lila. But Chandra, assuring her that he would

never reveal himself as the prince of the realm got her
permission.

The day following, Chandr
palace. With min
took the charmin

a made his appearance in the
gled feelings of love and affection, the Rajah
g youth by the hand and enquired about his
parcntage. He replied that he was the son of a Zamindar of
a distant country and that he had come to seek service under
the King, The latter who was only too glad to accept his

services, employed him as his favourite counsellor, on a fat
pay.

Days and months passed by on rosy wings, and the King's
attachment for Chandra became greaterand greater. He prayed

many a lonely hour that he should have princc of the beauty
and intelligence of his young favourite.,

The Rani Lila grudged the king's attachment for Chandra
and grieved the lot of her poor lame son. Even the minister,
envying the happy state of the new counsellor, approached the
Rani and insinuated to her that the loss sustained by the

kingdom, on account of the youngling, was very great, and
that, there was even the probability of Ch

the heir to the throne—to the exclusion of her own dear son
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Anantha. The queen taken aback, asked the minister for
advice in the matter. He instructed her to feign severe head-
ache and illness which accordingly she did. The king
consulted the palace physician, who carrying out the instruc-
tions of the minister, told the Rajah that the feverish ailments
of the Rani, could be cured only with the juice of the Parijatha
flowers that were to be had from beyond the seven seas !

As foreseen by the minister, only Chandra undertook to
fetch those flowers by crossing the seas. The king paf'ted with
the princely youth,—quite unwillingly. .The latter, taking leave
of his aggrieved mother, started on his journey alone !

v,
CROSSING THE SEAS.

Chandra, unaccustomed to the hardships of travel on foot,
suffered from hunger and thirst, from weariness and despair.
Days of hard journey brought him only to the first seashore.
He became disheartened about his venture, at the sight of the
roaring waves which gaped their giant mouths as if to swallow
him. He sauntered about the shore, helplessly looking at every-

thing that flashed upon his eyes, as if seeking for some myste-
rious help.

His eyes soon fell on a Sannyasin sitting at a distance,—~an
oasis to quench his thirst upon! Nearing the Yogi, he found
him in deep meditation. But seeing his clothes near by, he
washed them clean and dried them on the sand. He fetched
from a neighbouring forest, frints and drink and ‘puja requisites,
and waited on his knees beside the Yogi.

The tapasi opening his eyes, found with pleasure everything
made ready for his pooja and repast. Turning round, he saw a

prince on his knees. He embraced him with love and gratitude
and conversed him for long.

Learning about the prince and his enterprise, the Yogi gave

* him fourteen magic stones, and a small gourd-shell, and told him,

that, if he threw one stone in every one of t

30

he seven seas utter-
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ing the words, “Ebb in front, O sea, and flow behind " the
waves betore him would subside to the very bottom, though the
billows behind would rise to terrible heights, and that he would
be able to walk many times faster than usual. The gourd-shell
said the Yogi, would be of great use, since it could hide even’
gigantic things. He informed the prince that the land beyond
the seven seas was a beautiful isle—a frequent resort of f

and that the flowers he went in search of, lay there bloo
a pond. N

alries,
ming in

Th.us aided, the prince prostrated before the Sanyasin and
took‘ his leave. Coming to the first sea-shore, he threw one
magic stone into the waves, muttering the words, ‘ Ebb in front
O sea, and flow behind’ at which the rising waves before him’
fell low, though there arose behind a battalion of roaring waves

Never turning back ‘
N : g . , he ‘lmstened on and on, and thus Crossing
1€ Seven seas in succession, set foot on the fairy isle

R. BALAKRISHNAN.
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THE RELATION OF CAPITAL AND LABOUR.

This is more or less technical subject, but it is hoped that it
will appeal to others besides students of Economics, as Econo-
mics has a profound human interest. Besides in our day and
generation, the Great War has accentuated as never before the
Economic tension in the world. But it i1s not true to say that
the Great War has created the problem. It has only widened
and deepened the already existing cleavages and thereby at.once
revealed and accentuated the Economic struggle in the world as
never before. But the War between Capital and labour is a
far greater war than the so called Great War, which 1s after all
but a mere episode in world History, which will inevitably
shrink with time, in magnitude and importance alike even
though it looms large before the eyes of our generation. Un-
like this, the Economic struggle between Capital and labour is
an eternal War which is not confined to any one age or country
or people, but is broadly human and world-wide. Through the
economic problem is universal and know no racial or territorial
boundaries, yet it assumes a local colouring and specific shape
and distinctive form according to the ever-varying conditions of
particular times and places and peoples. I must frankly confess
that we in India are centuries behind in our economic develop-
ment. India is still predominantly an agricultural country. In
the villages of Southern India, as well as throughout the fertile
Indo-gangetic plains of Upper India we are still in the more or
less peaceful days of mediaeval feudalism, in which the heredi-
tary landlord enjoys almost sovereign rights over the labouring
classes. But the peculiarity of Indian feudalism lies in the striking
fact. That the world-wide familiar distinction between capital
and labour is enforced in India by religious sanction and
stereotyped for all time in the unique Indian phenomenaon of
Hindu caste. The primitive peace of Indian agricultural feuda-
lism is already beginuing to be disturbed by discordant
notes that are heard here and there now-a-days- The peace-
ful waters of Indian Social and economic life are now being
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ruffled by rumours and echoes of rumours of storms and strifes,
of strikes and lock-outs, of the formation of trade unions and
labour unions in the few and scattered Industrial Centres of
India. Already they have assembled in conference and have
actually held two All India Trade Union Congresses. Unlike
all this, the labour organisations in Ceylon may be still in their
infancy, yet their economic life is far in advance of ours, due
mainly to their happy insular geographical position on the great
highway of the world's maritime commerce, and also the peculiar
physiographical conditions of their country. Besides, these, his-
toric causes like their more intimate contact with the highly
industrialised nations of Western Europe, have played no small

part in supplementing natural conditions and

shaping their
economic development.

Even to a casual visitor economic
production in Ceylon seems to be much more capitalised than in
India. One sees on every side in Ceylon, vast areas of tea, rubber,
Cocoanuts, and'Cocoa plantations manned almost if not altogether
entirely by imported Indian labour, and financed almost wholly
by foreign capital. Extensive tracts of fertile agricultural land
lies fallow, apparently through the ineptitude or disinclination
of the children of the soil. Another unmistakable sign of the
advanced state of the economic life of Ceylon, is apparent in the

fact that money is far cheaper and time is infinitely more
valuable in Ceylon than anywhere in India.

Out of this wide field perhaps the most interesting theme
is “The Relation of Capital and Labour”. Before proceeding
further, it is essential that certain familiar terms in Economics
should be clearly understood. By capital is meant that part of
the resources or wealth of a country which is available for the
production of further wealth. Wealth is not necessari
in reality it is composed of
human wants,

ly money ;
all the many factors that satisfy
and in the satisfaction of them tend to produce
further wants and the means of satisfying them.
of the chief factors of economic production.
production is meant not merely composition,

tion of the values of articles of composition. H
round the satisfaction of certain element
greater the civilisation of g country,

Capital is one
By economic
but also the crea-
uman life centres
al wants; and the
the greater and more varied
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rimitive times people’s wants
are e Wan’;‘shzfn tt}:;}lf) e\(:rilree- qtfir}cepsatisﬁed with the bare neces-
e fe‘?. life—food, shelter, and raiment; whereas to-day ws
e ma luxul"ies to satisfy our sense of f:omfort an
e mal?ybour is another important factor in ecor}omlc
decenCX- aC ital alone can achieve next to nothing xvlthput
Pdeu_Ctlon- lt?p r. Though in modern times labour saving
e 3_1d o la OL<to.me to play an increasingly large pfxrt in
machme‘lzy ]E:lstction yet labour in some shape are form is still
economlcbpro blsoluteiy indispensable. Thus capital and lab?ur
:":ll?o:ﬁ a.leikzl necessary for the production of the wealth of a

country.

i cy was for capital to domin.ate
e l]ol?gurtImlﬁ?(ﬂ‘l el:)?lz;de;n};uries the authgrity of capital
angjzgzﬁ; ‘:a: un.iversally accepted witho}ilt qqesttllortl as :i tr:la}tlfé
of i ress of time the grip that ca
o Courlie ; 3‘{;20"::3; tilrllecrl;g(;%ngly tight and there arose powe;ﬁtxl
e ]'a - f capitalists on the one€ hand, for the more complete
. t}:ol of labour and on the other hand, for increa-
mZStiiisZn;lrggﬁction with a view to cheapness and consequent
se

ccessful competition with other manufacturers. Compelition
. su

inevitable and in the struggle the
betwee"n T‘I‘g}(‘;a;:llc‘lf?;:ﬁi;?e lnanufacttlrt?rs were driven out
oy bd}?l lzclet leaving the entire monopoly 1in the .hands of one
o thf m‘;erlrge trusts and cartels or large asschtmns of capita-
;)iI;tz :Xlo arbitrarily dictated \their own prices to thfnzfzss):

blic. The inevitable result of a@l this, was, incre

od "t of living and augmented prices of even the bare
O ies of life. The labourers found to their d1§may that
m;(?fssarl; the one hand they were paid the lowest possible wage
;’Vll :h?:ir productive labour, yet on the other hand they had to
or the high prices dictated by the big manufacturers who Were
e e lg ers. The growing discontent gradually took shape
thelrfemlzl(ﬁ’tter;nce in modern labour organisations. As thege
pi Ol"}d the workmen attained a full consciousness of their
developti’ ésition in the economic world as creators of wealth,
Ochll i:?h Ii)ncreasing clearness and force they began‘ to .forn?u‘la‘te
;tll?eir‘ rights and assert their claims. Thus what in the initial
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stages was but a mild

gathered force with the
turn into a gigantic sche
than by competition or
associates. This is the
gramme of labour agso

take a far more importa
tion

protest against the tyranny of capital,
advance of time and developed in its
me of production by association rather
monopoly for the direct benefit of the
very essence of the constructive pro-

ciation to day. The move for labour to
nt and ac

as well as Government is called Socialism.
given to any of many schemes f
more equal distribution of prope
substituting the principle of assoc
For the classical expression of this
We must turn to the golden age of G
was the intellectual metropolis of t
superb genius of the incomparab]
only the world’s greatest philosoph
statesman and an original econo
the immortal pages of his “
all time the outlines of an ide
to more recent times, to the g
the days of Queen Elizabeth,

modern if less picturesque

munistic state in which p
the articles of production

It is the name
or regeneraling Society by a
rty and more especially by
1ation for that of competition.
ideal in the world’s literature
reek civilisation, when Attens
he world. We owe it to the
e. Plato himself, who is not
er, but was also 3 constructive
mist of the highest order, In
Republic,” Plato has sketched for
al communistic city-state. Coming
olden age of English Literature, in
we find in More's Utopico a more
attempt to describe an ideal com-
rivate property is abolished and

and consumption are commonly
shared by all the peoples.  Soviet Russia is the supieme

modern example of such a communistic  experiment on
a gigantic scale, many people hold that the bold Russian attempt
in our day, to build up a communistic state isa dismal failure,
while others claim that it is already a remarkable success full of
promise for the future. But it being contemporary history, we
are far too near the events and do not have the right perspective
to judge how far it has succeeded or failed. Though the Russian
Soviet experiment is considered by some competent authorities
to be a success from an economic point of view, yet politically,
it is so far admittedly a failure, Thig is not surprising as there
is no such easy royal road to the world's economic and political
salvation. No one-sided solution of this ancient and chronic
problem by sacrificing the interests of capital to those of labour
or of labour to those of capital is ever likely to prove satisfactory
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tive part in economic produc-

THE RELATION OF CAPITAL AND LABOUR

: It ~uch pa-tial experiments lies in
o permar:fln:- tl}(;;e f‘:xa;lrllliesllo f ianvaluabli human experience a.nd
the Tact a;lathe way to a more balanced and corpprehenswe
serve to pafvthis chronic probiem. The true solution lies and
SOhmO.n 0 me\s‘teadying and sobering influence qf ed_ucated and
mu.St lie md blic opinion. In the recent strike in England
enhghtene_ I::se between labour and capital reached an gcute
Wl.le.n the tmp éedented dimeunsions and precipitated a national
CTISIS (.)f unfpre lling magnitude, almost rivalling ?he horrors of
calam}ty O.t al};]?ain an incredibly short space of time the sober
wa.r tmfle 1liseht;ned British public .opinion_ effectively asserted
yotes o cfrtl)rgught both sides quickly to their senses. The sag'ei
el Thomas Carlyle, and the great English workingman's
of Chelsery h:) Russian, wrote bitterly against economics as a
prop et ] O ‘e which péndered to the sordid selfish mstmcts‘ of
divmal Sccllzr:wc;ncex ned with mere questions of wealth, leaving
men an g

. . amental question of human
out the vitally ;mftorttl?? t e:::nizn:f their mezsage consiste:d ma
welfare. In tS 1t(1)e men of their gemeration fo turn ﬂl@l? eyes
trumpet call to 1nic wealth to human welfare. What Socu?lfsm
from fere ec?izztion of the principles of a sogl less P‘?htlcal
and the' 3p51d not achieve in revolutionary Soviet Russia, has
econom‘)‘ co lished in conservative monarc!ﬁ%;t England b}f .the
been ?meﬁuence of educated public apinion zfnd unfadmg
levenm§ ltl}lu, higest ideals of religion, mere education or what is
loyalty to is a dangerous double edged sword of dgubtful
called CultureCUt both ways. To what appalling calamlty and
value. It. mzy frightfulness, the cult of mere culture bed in the
unrestraine f G%rmany is still within living memory. Mere
fatherland o ouly ad(’i feel to fire in fanning into flame thp
knowledge magf human selfishness. It is true that knowledge is
latent embers ise Bacon said. But what may not unscrupulous
power, as the w itﬁ it? We need more than knowl.edge and
selfishness dOwd an efficient motive and an effective moral
power. | We nee mic to tame the native selﬁshm?ss of the
and religious dy:;io divert human resources into fruitful ch_?m-
human heart anno longer uphold that religion which teaches
?hel:' aZ}Y eso(;alnreaps what it sows and that we all live our own
ate
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separate individual lives, alike unh
any other soul in the last resort,

ring message to social service or
interested philanthropy. Unlike t
message which lays .emphasis on
suffering and sacrifice,
lays emphasis -on the g
one of another and th
each other. While ¢
not lose sight of the
other human soul, o
its sacred rights an
immortal destiny.

elped and unhampered by
Such teaching has no inspi-
national solidarity or dis-
his we must broadcast the
the principle of vicarious
we must broadcast the message which
rand truth that we are indeed members
at we do in very truth help and hinder
mphasising the solidarity of man, we must
opposite truth of the infinite worth of each
f its distinctive inviolable individuality, of
d privileges, of its divine origin and of its
Non-Brahmin youth ! we are

living tradition, to which the worl
sacred d

the inheritors of thig glorious

d knows no parallel. It is our

The world needs necthing more urgently than the y
influence of the Gospel of liberty,
gress, you, young men and
League who had the misfor

plifting
equality, fraternity and pro-
women of the Non-Brahmin Youth

Let it bear rich
fruits of joy and happiness in the lives of all irrespective of
caste, creed or colour.

Miss AmaLa BanGaru, B.A, L.T.
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THE GIRL GUIDE MOVEMENT.
IL.

' i ti e deal with the “organi-
svious article I proposed to . gani-
'tioin gzlﬁliflzv;,aw of the Girl Guidce Movcm(.:nt.. There h)az
f;;en much misapprehension amongst the public 1111 th.e c:(.)rr:,hct
i subjec Id likc to emphasise in the
interpretation of my subject. I'Yvou .
;inrsir[i)nstance, on the absolute importance ofﬂdevelgptmgf tﬁz
i d the spirit o
i the movement so as to sprea of
:Ilfs:’:}lile‘it “Io every nook and corner of our co;u;tr(}if: ?\ e;()ir
i 5 isting in the Sacred land of India shou
community and sect existing in houl
' I 5 ssibilitics of the movement and to this
s¢ the immense possibilitics o : .
Zflaélhzigorous propaganda should be carried out by ag .orgamseg
i ali We will now discuss an
d of workers in every Iocahty. v : SCuss a
s:\r/!ise methods of such organisation. First a Centrql A;socxahon
hould be formed by a band of earnest and enthusiastic W-OI‘k,eI'S
? r the case. This association should draw up the co'nstxt_utxon
o(; the movement in such a form inspiring into it the High ideals
of life expressed and depicted in such a way as would appeal to
every person., The Central Association having thus drawn_up ?he
constitution should begin the prqpaganda py dl.strl.butmg
pamphlets, arranging lectures showing by their activities the
efficacy of the high ideals fo which they are pledged. Branch
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associations should be forme
carried rapidly till a net wor
in the whole land, When

efforts should be made to m
the country. To achieye this
It is a well known fact that
behind to bring to the ar

d side by side and the propaganda
k of Girl Guide centres are formed
this organisation is tlus complete,
ake the movement a living force, in
end great personalitics are required.
our Mother country never lagged

‘ ena her great and worthy personalities
who are best fitted to take up and successfully lead it. Indian

history is not wanting in instances when many a renowned and
brave son and daughter came forward and showed to the world
what Indian genius g capable of achieving. The manner in
which  the people responded to the call of syel great men and
women bear ample testimony to the fact that Indians as a people
are not inferior but even superior in some respects to the other
nations existing in the world.

. like organisation and cduca-
tion and if these two things are not present in any country that

- country cannot go for want that g how great nationalities have
sprung up attained their eminence through organisation and
cducation and have collapsed in consequence of the demoralising

influence having crept into them and thus relaxing the influence
of proper organisation and education.

It is very painful to find that our sacred soil which once
enjoyed its glory and greatness did not become an exception to
the rule and fell a prey to the demoralising influences. And it
is still more regretable to observe that our vast country after
150 years of British rule is still groping in darkness in utter
helplessness, bewildered as it is and not knowing what to do
with the clash of Western culture staring at its face, What is
this helplessness and why are we incapable of o
selves as a great nation ? The reason is not far o
reflection will tell us that the remedy lies within a
There is nothing wrong with the external world

rganising our-
seek. A ljttle
nd not without,

one simple yet
al, political and
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powerful factor, the place of women in our socj

THE GIRL GUIDE MOVEMENT

economic life. If we solve this problem, if in 'o;urf zlzttelmpt
at solving the same we restore the woman to her rig 1tlu Iil.aii
in our society and political 1}'fe, then we 'have achwﬁfc a gf, gl;r
thing. Thus arises the question of bettering the poall 10(111 of our
women, The best way of organising the‘ womanhoo ‘o i
country is to successfully carry out the Qu‘l (xulyde m;wcmtehe
in our Country. In the Wester.n countries we .know 10:w e
movement s wotked on sound %mes and how mamly.on gccgu .1n
of this movement those countries are so very ?velll or gafnf:;tri és
every sphere of life. It came to be recognised in ttlﬁse coﬂmess
that woman is the sole cause for the grea'tness otr de “;‘,3‘ ress
of a nation. It is therefore very essential :)ha € uctz:) 1;1;men
very high order, practical and useful shovld c;: gvae'r(:ur women
more than to men. Educate~ the womanhoo fo }1' oun }1
on right lines and then you will have no cause for discontent o

disintegration.

The Girl Guide movement will help our country -t(,)‘ .rcigalg
its greatness. Girls when properly educz\1ted lagd (llS\,lII};CIt:’ICOf
will no doubt bccome cxcellegt mothers anc ‘.el a spi -
inspiration to the rising generatlon.‘ For the gu .fgmc.lfisb\n.l
their acquired knowledge in the various walks of life wi ’ Z 1n
a position to train their offsprings ina manner b;st 51;11’ eh 0
serve their country, The art of ' good cxtxzegshxp thz _ ‘:
inculcated in the minds of young girls can nevei })e rooted ou
but form as it were the bedrock of a powerful nation,

I have sufficiently dwelt at length on the need ff)r organi.
sation and how it should be carried out. For the detailed u'orlk~\
ing of the organisation it is best we shguld at present, copy tl'e
-methods adopted in the western copntrles. The general princie
ples of organisation of the Girl Guxde. movement are available
to us in books printed on the subject by eminent western
authors.

The question of the adaptability of such meﬂ'lods.- to our
country can be atiended to and improved upon with limits to
local condition as progress is made.

INDRANT BALASUBRAMANIAM,
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EXPLOITATION OF YOUTH MOVEMENT.

The Ycuth of all countries have been stirred to a new con-
sciousness of their rights and privileges. The war has taught
them the position they hold in society. They have realised
at their own expense the cost of mutual suspicion and spirit of
aggrandisement among the nations. Since the close of the war
they have been trying to bring about a relationship of friendship

by mutual understanding. They have also taken upon them-

selves the solution of some of their own problems, political, social,

moral and “spiritual. They are no longer satisfied with things
laid down for them by others. In'India young men have always
supported all popular movements, Sometimes they have been
exploited by self-seeking leaders. Young men have generally
been on the side of liberalism and freedom. We are therefore
pained to find that they are being organised against freedom to
support agelong authority. Some of the practices in India owe
their origin to the machinations of self-seeking priests. Idola-
iry and caste are the two pernicious systems which are eating
into the very vitals of the community. They have been so long
maintained in the interests of Brahminism, We naturally
expect that the leaders of the youth movement in India would
break through these fetters. But unforfunately these young
men lend their support to persons who would like to keep India
in perpetual bondage. Persons who want to keep India divided
and unprogressive by maintaining intact child-marriage, caste
and idolatry are invited to guide the young men against institu-

(o .
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- i iberal outlook on life.
. liberal eduction and }1bera .
Whe pledi%fdo:: y(l)ung men know their own minds and ;se‘c
:;Vr}z:; hwthe. designs of their leaders ?—The Indian Messenget,
h

Calcutta. | *
DR. P. C. RAY ON MADRASI DIET.

A Hindi address was presented to hflm by ?htelt::{sm;lnl
Premi Mandal. Dr. Ray in reply spoke forafl Sw xéxgzth on
ious things including the .diet problem of the 3 ! .f e
VaflOUS drasis looked weak owing to the -vitaminless 0
S e Mere rice and rasam had absolutely no nourish-
hat e aziej is, being vegetarians generally, must take more of
men 1ses lasd ’milk The buttermilk which they t.ake must
the p}llSCS z::ﬂoatiné over it as without it butt‘ermllk has.no
Conc';mrnltclle;e:nd is given in Europe to pigs and animals. Wlt!l-
o b‘ ?ldinig, the muscle he said, the intellect could not bg built
Ogtprl(;;)erly The food of the Madrasis is the poorest in all-
u . |

India in muscle-building properties.

THE TEACHING OF PREVENTION.
TRAINING DOCTORS FOR A NEw ERra.

i edici ill never fully prevail
idea of preventive medicine wi . ~ preva
tilrl;llr:gr; goctori, enter the field as leaders, .un'nl physmtzimisﬁ;r;
lngneral understund and actively l:ufpc;{rt publ;gp{leea‘l:?na:h rvough
il the ep P 1l
and until they themselves seek to ke oL e hygiere
iodi minations and by advice abou pe _
}I)fe rtl}?icilcise::er to happen, medical schools will have to change
their courses and their attitude. A few perfunctory lectures on

public health and hygiene wedged into a crowded curriculum

leave medical students uninformed and indifferent. Sometlu;xgt
more radical and effective will have to be done.” Surely thcf: 0
of medical teachers is not a happy one. They are beset from

all sides.

ical research has demand-
decades the progress of medica : : .

d rfg:c e:::d better laboratories for biology, bl.och_cmls.try,
<:h siology, bacteriology, and pathology ; elaborate 1nstal]at.10ns
?oryX-ray ;md radium therapy and for treatments by machines,
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baths, and artificial sunlight ; as well as operating facilities of
many kinds. Hospitals with patients in beds are no longer
sufficient for studying diseases and teaching students. There

must be out-patient clinics for the sick who are able to get
about, and even health centres for well persons. In addition to
all these requisites the public health leaders are clamouring for
the teaching of prevention seriously and to some purpose. It is
not surprising that the medical school authoritics have appoint-

ed a Committee to study the whole problem of the Curriculum,
The Foundation ig making

3 small annual grant towards the
support of this Committee.,

Rockfeller Foundation,

“OUT-DOOR LIFE AND THE EDUCATE

Rao Bahadur D. Ananda

“ Out-door Life and the Educ
Triplicane,

D INDIANS”

Rao, B, Sc., delivered
ated Indian™
Rev. [. S. M. Hooper presided.

a lecture on
at the Kellett Hall,

The lecturer said that in India educated classes were in no
way better than the villagers,

so far as out-door life and the
study of nature wag concerned. As students, they were so
engrossed in their particular branch of study that they paid
little or no attention to things that surrounded them. In thig
respect, the educated Indian was a complete. contrast to an
educated European., The reason was to be found in the way
they were brought up as boys, and the training given to them
by their parents. The average Britisher’s knowledge of the
ways of nature was certainly more than an average Indian's,
This might be put down to want of proper observation. It was
incumbent on all educated parents to give their children such
training in their early life as would help them to study and
observe the workings of na

develop the habit .of courage and self-help. Observation would
tend to beget Imagination which, in turn, would lead to
invention, -
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ite satisfied with the bare neces-
ere tor 'Thefri);geyshzfti:er,ql;nd raiment ; whereas t(f)-d:ya\:s
Sarie§ ° 11fe""1 XllI"iCS to satisfy our sense of comfor and
e abour another important factor in ec:or'lth »
deCGnCX- Labou'rt llS lone can achieve next to nothing w1 0
Do aboar, 22‘I‘hough in modern times labour sa\tm?ﬁ
the aid of fabor® e to play an increasingly large par 1;11
machinef}' has (t:or;l yet labour in some shape are forx(ril 11sbs.0 u
o pmducl:;e,ly indispensable. Thtls capital anltha our
fourlld :;) la.)leik’;lbnsc;)cessary for the production of the wea
are both

try. ,,
conmy PHYSICAL CULTURE.

. Y . =" an]i, Principal) Law COHCgC
ohserved lh;VIa}c)h'as and next Bengal compared most 'unfa'vour-
Cducat{(t)ln‘ ther provinces of India, especially the Eunjab, . thi
ably wi fl C:hysique of its people. Therefore anythu:g that wen
?c])a;tr(i)rrr?ott: physical culture deserved encouragement.

Mr. K. V. Menon, in his lecture, said th;} (:jnc of the ;easznz
ohysic i as was becaus
sical backwardness of people in Madr.

f(;rtltheuﬁlcli}z:‘e:Ceampl12:15is placed on the lxterar){ character'of ed:thca-
o e The Government was partly responsible for ?h;s as de);
had ated the impression that it was only the c'hp ocxlnae o
o Crc(; eople that would get jobs. But in ancient ays, as
degrx‘izw SIC case in some of the Indian States, great prominence
was ] .
was given to physical education.

‘In India, he continued, the avera(gle t])ilfe oft abr;::an (\;/;.:
vhile ies 1 e or treble.
: hile in other countries it was dou . .
Zfs t}lrl?rje\:sons for this was that the average Indian did not
o

cultivate a liking for games or sports. Secondly, he became

i i med upon by nature such as smokmg,
ac.l.d llf.ted t((),flfl:: ltZa,f:?g., and e};rly marriages which sappgd his
d'l n;'tmg I;ut n(gw when everybody was asking for Swaraj, and
Zl:t:a;tzc'ients more than political leaders they'shoul'd c_levelfop
their capaci’ty for self-defence. Much of t‘heuj agxtatxonth otr
Swaraj does not command as much respect with the powers-that-
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b? .becausc they knew that the Indians
“gwing momentum’ and driving force their aspirations put
forward so glibly, One thing, in this connection, he would lli)k
to speak' of—the Hindu Mahasabha. It was rea’lly a good id .
of Svs_raml Shraddanand to organise a Hindu Mahasabha for tl?a
physu:'al regeneration of India and Hindu Society, but the hit le
came in when il was also advoc ’ ion
against Muslims, However that might be,

i : any attempt to
improve the physical iti .
welcome, P condition of the Indian people was

were not capable of

Thcrg was then a demonstration of physical feats b
Mr. Durairaj. Prizes were afterwards distributed consistin 0};
silver medals and cups to the winners of the various Badmin{ion
tournaments held under the auspices of the Club.

The Chairman then exhorted them all to take to physical
culture so that, he said, if the British Government in a moment
of absent-mindedness gave them Swaraj and people from the
West or East attacked them to deprive them of their freedom
they should be able to defend themselves. ’

With a vote of thanks the meeting came to a close.

PRACTICAL DEMOCRACY.

The Rajah Saheb of Sivaganga in responding to the toast
proposed on his behalf said that the Kaleswarar Club was start-
ed by him for the welfare of the clerks, to provide them with
opportunities for games and social life,and that he has given the
Club grounds which is his private property for Club activities
in the interest of his subjects. He greatly emphasised the fact
that he considers all his subjects as his equals, as his brother
and that he is a lover of common people. He also emphasis 2
that the Club stands for physical and social development a:l:d
therefore requested all the members to throw overboard caste-
pride and all rererve, and develop social habits which alone will
bring them national freedom. In fine he requested the members
to show increased interest in the activities of the club,
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CURRENT TOPICS
THE GENIUS OF BUDDHISM

The genius of Buddhism is such that it includes within its
fold the most divergent points of view, yet all are synthesis
in the source from which all came and the goal to which all
tend. For above all doctrine and divergence of interpretation
stands the glorious figure of the Buddha as the prototype of all
men, while the different schools arc so many convergent ways
to the self-same journey's end. If we wish to know the cause of
the decline of Buddhism in recent centuries, we shall find it in
a gradual substitution of doctrine, ritual and outward form for
that ¢ immediacy of living experience * which Dr. Dahlke rightly
holds to be the only way to Buddhahood. The West is tired of
dogmas, creeds and rituals and needs to-day some rational
philosophy which will, while offering an explanation for its pro-
blems, leave it free to accept or reject that solution as it pleases
and which, above all, will stand the acid test of daily life. ‘If
we are to supply this need, we must be prepared to offer Bud-
dhism as a reasonable and practical philosophy. That it is the
former can be proved by reasoning and common sense, but how
else can it be shown to be practical except by the personal
example of those who have the courage and the strength of mind
to practise what they preach ? This must be the keynote of our
work in the years to come, and only when it once more be-
comes the keynote of all Buddhists in the world, will the
Dharma again be visible for all to see.

We send our greetings to our brothers in the East and wish
them a happy year of good work well and truly done.

]. B. PRATT,
The Eastern Buddhism.

THE AGE OF CONSENT COMMITTEE.
AN APPEAL BY THE MADRAS LADIES,
The public are aware that the social reform movement in
modern India began as a movement of domestic reform and

that, ever since the days of Raja Ram Mohun Roy, the far-
sighted among Indian leaders have rightly concentrated their
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attention on the education and emancipation of women. Sir
Morapant Joshi is entitled to the gratitude of the public for issu-
ing a circular calling upon the enlightened women of India to
come forward and give their views on Dr. Gour's Bill on the
Age of Consent. It isto be carefully borne in mind that this
Bill, if passed into law will protect girl-children, of all castes
and creeds, from the evils of premature wifehood and early
maternity. It is therefore the primary duty of every one of our
sisters to concentrate their attention of the questionaire issued
to the public by the Age of Consent Committee and send the
replies before the 15th August, at the latest. We wish to im-
press upon the public that it is a unique opportunity given to all
progressive and right minded men and women to express their
opinions freely and fearlessly and thus strengthen the hands of
Sir Hari Singh Gour, the great champion of women's cause.

The Amendment Act of 1925 passed by the Government of
India raised the Age of Consent from 12 to 14 years outside the
marital relationship and to 13 within the marital relationship.
But Dr. Gour's Bill intends to raise the Age of Consent from 14
to 16 outside the marital relationship and to protect married
girls between 13 and 14 years of age. Now the declared object
of the Government of India in appointing the Committee is to
stimulate and. concentrate public opinion with a view to formu-
late lines of further possible advance. It is ‘not necessary that
all the 21 queries should be answered by every witness. As
the note appended to the questionaire states, the queries may
be answered wholly or in part according to the sphere of experi-
ence of each person answering. It is to be carnestly hoped
that experienced social workers and social reform associations
composed of men and women interested m raising the Age of
Consent in non-marital cases will also bestir th

and comnmunicate their views to the Secretary,
Committee, Simla,

emselves early
Age of Consent

(Sd) Mrs. L. Masilamani.
»  Mrs, R. Tiruvenkatam,
»  E. K Janaki Ammal,
»  Rukmani Lakshmipathi,
»  S. Muthulakshmi Reddi.
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PREVENTION OF CHILD-MARRIAGE.

The Bill introduced by Rai Saheb Harbilas Sarda has not
received the attention which it deservgs. Itisa measure to im-
prove the national life of India. Marriage of parties when they
are neither physically developed nor mtellectual}y equipped
can never be conducive to health and morality. Such. a
marriage leads to large infant mortality and gruesome maternity
fatalities. Orthodox communities do no‘F like mter‘ference thh
their social practices which, they maintam,‘ carry with them reli-
gious sanctions. The world has made spﬁ‘m_ent progress in ‘the
knowledge of human health and social life since the Samhtt@
were written, or the present-day cus_toms reftelved theut dgﬁmte
forms. It is time that people rcvxs.ed their mode of life in 'the
light of modern science. Indians can ill afford at the present time

to neglect the solution of their social problems. Marriage laws

should be thoroughly revised to ensure a satis_fgcigry condition
for the promotion of national welfare. The Bill introduced by
Mr. Sarda is conceived in good spirit. It wants to pe?nallse any
marriage below 14 in the case of girls, and below 1§ in the case
of boys. The Brahma Samaj has be_en following this age-limit
ever since 1872. This is also considered by many as too low.
At a public meeting held at Lahore undc?r the presxdency'c?f
Lala Harikishen Lal in the Hall of the Punjab Brahma Samaj, it
was urged that the limit should be raised to 16 in the case of
girls, and 21 in the case of/boys. In fact in the Brahma Szfma]
marriage below 16 and 21" is very rare. It can be deﬁmtgly
proved by an intensive study that th<? health (?f the community
has improved by abstaining from cl}xld marriage. 'Ijhere are
signs that orthodoxy will not easily yield. The liberals all over
the country ought to organise their forcc;s to. turp bac.k the cur-
rents of reaction and to give it a right direction in this matter so
vital to the nation’s growth and development.

The Indian Messenger, Calcutta.
REFORM BY LEGISLATION,

The world opinion matters in the case of the politice'xl
emancipation of a subject people. That opinion, however, is
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being poisoned to our detriment by our enemies. And we can-
not say we have not given them handle for it. We have mis-
used our opportunities, we have not harkened to the voice of our
social reformers. Vidyasagar cried in the wilderness and was
unheard when he advocated the remarriage of widows. The
children’s children of those who opposed him and refused to
marry widows cannot now protect their sisters and daughters

against the outraging goondas. Some people are even now so
obtuse that they see no harm in insulting the memory of Ram-
mohun Roy and are conspiring to upset the whole plan of his
reform propaganda. Tha poet’s warning cannot be in vain.
“To lag behind is to court death.” That we are not a suffici-

ently living people the civilized world has begun to suspect.
With our social fabric as it is to-day we cannot command res-
pect and recognition. A medizval India has no chance in the
race of nations. Our hope lies in the making of India a
modern nation and that can only be done by carrying out re-
forms by legislation. Writing in the May number of the

Vedic Magazine on “ Legislation and Reforms " Indra Vidya-
lankar rightly observes :

If the writer be allowed to express himself clearly and
candidly, he will at once point out that it is all due to the lack
of knowledge of civic duties amongst our countrymen. The
people as yet have not enough faith in the governmental initia-
tive in the matters of social reform. In almost all civilized
countries, social evils have been rooted out by the force of legis-
lation. In every country there were such people as resisted
every new Innovation by legislation, but they had to yield ulti-
mately, as there was no other alternative left for them, Here,
too, in India, only those measures of social reforms have been
crowned with success, which had the support of the government

at their back. The sati could never be abolished, had not Lord
Bentink taken up the matter in his own hands.....ccoceiivniinninnnns

If Turkey has been re-born in the short period of ten years

only, it is due simply to the dictatorial powers of Mustapha
Kamal Pasha. With one stroke of his pen the President of the
Angora Government has brought about so many reforms —social
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it been brought about by

litical—as could not have abor
Zrllxidlr):dlslof reformers working together. Really legl.sl'a.tlorfl f_?[r
eradicating evils is sure remedy to cure the body-politic of its

diseases.

ing to realise the fact that

re glad that people are coming :

legi I\'Tifv: ein%erference in matters social have become a neces
?tg i ‘The hollowness of the shibboleths such as reformh on
Sé‘az,iric lines, reform from within, is thoroughly exposed. These

 pretences of do-nothing deluders of men have simply delayed

reforms and reforms thus delayed have led t; s%cial. revol?ti?&
1 es the burning o
In the atmosphere which encourage . . -
1 i I's speed is not to be
sanhita, social reform at a snai

tﬂf{g:gz;;tu(;hl Sc;cial wrongs must at once be mended ’I?r gndec:;n(cil

' islative enactments. To be entitle
{ can only be done by legisia | :
?;ath: respezt of a free, modern people, the; Hindus ar}d Muss.ai
mans of India must be prepared to part with many things wlu;: 1
do not fit into the life to be lived here and now. An ante-

diluvian people is an anachronism.
The Indian Messenger, Calcutta.

EVILS OF PURDAH.

im sis ine to give my views

ing asked by a Muslim sister of mine . _
‘gilrx:ii;:s' “13 gl:zdly avail myself of this opporttln}ty tq gwef
ox sion to my thoughts upon this question which s h(?
exprejount importance to a good section.of thc.‘, women of this
par?lrtlr Purdah, as we all know, derives its f)rlglp from .those
COal; lik); days and from that turbulent period in oglrdhltstolr)y
whe i fe and women had to be
man life and honour were unsa i : ‘
:)vliirelc}’::d from the invadigg legions by ;pec:llaldcogtrlvapcez,
il in the lan 1ere 1S no

eace and order prevail in ,
bUt'cIl] Tk ‘Zgrcln\xlr)hatsoever why the better half, .tl'lc mothers of the
vl rlfauld be denied opportunities and facil}tles for the health
racde, Sat(t)lral development of the body and mmq. To be frank,
and ? el that nowadays, Purdah is preached, ls,.kept up and
; f)t:d upon and inflicted by the men upon the fair sex, simply
;?Srlrsl afeell)ing of distrust, suspicion and jealousy and from a
fals> notion of safety and modesty.
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Women, owing to their ignorant and helpless condition
cannot but submit to these unnatural fetters imposed upon them
against their inclinations or desires by the iron will of their
masters. The existence of Purdah is still kept up by a wrong
feeling of sex superiority and tolerated on the assumption that
women cannot take care of themselves and cannot resist
temptations and can have no imagination to be fed and no mind
to be trained, forgetful of the facts in our history that women
have proved to be the best fighters in the raging battle when
their honour was at stake and the best administrators in peace
time when opportunities had been given to them. Nay, history
has furnished many glorious instances of wives’ loyalty to their
husbands ; but alas many have been the lapses on the part of
men and much has been the disappointment caused to pure and
good women by their inconstant and disloyal partners in life.

INJURIOUS EFFECT UPON HEALTH OF WOMEN.

Again Purdah being a transgression of nature’s laws, has

produced many serious consequences upon the individual and -

society. While every living being from the single-celled amzaba
upwards enjoys nature’s free gifts, basks in the sun and lives
under the open sky and breathes the dust-frec air, women
styled the men’s better-half and the authors of life, are
imprisoned within the four walls of their house, the beauties of
nature being denied to them and their movemeats being limited.
They are deprived of open air, bright sunshine and all those
innocent amenities that render life sweet and pleasant and make
for a healthy and happy existence. Could men become so
purblind as not to realise the results of such an unnatural and

such an uncomfortable life on the individual and the com-
munity ? ’

Of course a few men will boast with pride that some of
their women themselves do not want to leave off the Purdah,
How could they expect those women, who have been caged for
ages to know the advantages of a free open air life ? Is it not
the height of folly to expect the blind to give his opinion of a

beautiful landscape or the deaf to appreciate the well-toned
melody of an expert musician ?
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The poor among the Purdah ladies drag ona rpost miser-
able and unenviable existence living lllf:e c.aged b}1d3, hfw;ncgl
very little space to move about within their dingy, (illia/enilllaiizg

i I i tter air, and thus ta
, inhaling the foul latrine ar}d gu , i
riogtssy prey tf such chronic diseases as consgmptlon of the
?un s and bowels, dysentery, diarrhcea, chronic dyspepsia,
h s%eria and neurosis. The well-do-dq, even though they c(l:om-
rrzfand better comfort are still narrow in their outl;)ct)ll: alr;wsux;f
ienic 1 : i i their ignorance of the

hygienic in their habits owing t9

h}erflth and sanitation and owing tot .t(lixe al?)srtisce ';f, ;;e:u:}?eci

ial i ith the outside world.

healthy social intercourse with : ‘ ‘ ‘
n heaTth and mind as much as their poor 51sf_crs. I't1 1s a com
mon event in many Muslim families that owing to the prema-
ture death of their first wives the husbands have to marry twice
or thrice in their life-time.

As the result of ill-health of the mother -and th.e insamtii.lt'y
conditions in the home, the maternal and mfantﬁle'c ;ngrtfz; 11] t);
i i ity. Naturally the n
the greatest in that community. :
r?l?rf:lhlisidr:ng who spend most of their eafly- days WIth the
?nothers have necessarily to share their hardships and privations.

RACE DETERIORATION.

In addition to actual loss of young promising 1.1ves a.nd the
consequent human suffering and. SOITOW, there is gcil'ng otn
amidst us increasing race deterioration from genera ion ho
generation. No wonder we are found unfit to compete in the
race of life with other nations that lead 'afreer and a m(-)re
natural life. The Calcutta Health Officer’s report says:—
“ Between the ages of 15 and 20 years fqr every boy that d'les
of t'uberévulosis, six girls die, the cc_)ntrxbutory causes being
purdah and early marriage. This is also confirmed by the
Delhi Health Officer’s report.

This evil custom by preventing natural and free §oci.al
intercourse between the sexes has brought about an art-lﬁmal
barrier and has deprived each of their mutual contribution to
the formation of the individual and national character. Its
highly demoralisiig and pernicious effect is seen in the fact
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that the women grow in the consciousness that men, other than
their fathers and brothers, are the enemies to their morals and
men are nurtured in the thought that women are mere repro-
ductive machines and that they are not capable of anything better
and higher. Even though the Prophet has said wisely that
‘Heaven lies at the feet of the mother’ yet in practice, women
whether wives or mothers, are treated as if they are of the sub-
human grade and are considered incapable of right action and
judgment. It is a very regretable and painful truth that even
to-day there are men among the educated section of the
Muslim community who oppose their women’s education and
who stand for the Purdah. The other day when I was engaged
in a hot and interesting discussion on this subject with a young
England returned Barrister, I could not repress my feelings of
just anger and disappointment at his coo} remark that the Purdah
has its own advantages, and just then I noticed his English
educated wife who was listening to our conversation with a good
deal of interest flying into the room, at the sight of a menial
male servant. [ haye a great mind to suggest to these gentle-
men “ Why not impose Purdah on the men also, if it has con-

ferred benefits upon our women and thus allow the good to be
shared by both the sexes 7 ™

As far as T could see, the argum
of Purdha advance to defend the
good and clear reasoning and sound
founded on a baseless fear that wome
that they may turn out to be uncha
their modesty and wom
rebellious.

ents that the loyal votaries
system are not based upon
judgment, but seem to be
n may abuse their freedom,
ste and disloyal and lose
anly charm and above all become
I need not point out in this connection that such
unwarranted conceptions of women’s mentality cast a slur on
the whole womanhood. F urther, the advocates of Purdah are
not able to justify their action by any other argument. The
reasons given by that great nation-builder and leader of Turkey,
Mustapha Kemal Pasha, for the abolition of Purdaly which must
appeal to his co-religionists in this country are quoted below :
(1) Purdah makes women pale and anzmic, and interferes with

their proer growth and development. (2) It induces licentiouss-

ness on the part of men; encourages immorality and thus
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lowers the moral tone of the society. (3) It ena?oles cr'iminals to
escape under the vell, and lastly the country is deprived of the
economic value of woman’s labour.

To me who has a large number of friends among the
Muslim women, it is a pleasing sign that women themselv’es are
getting impatient at their own slow progress and are awakelmng
themselves to the evils of Purdah and 111‘1terz?cy, E_md have
alrcady begun to revolt against a custom that is hindering their
physical and intellectual development.

So, I can safely and surely prophesy that the salvation of
the Muslim community is going to come thrpugh the hpnest
efforts of their own women at refo‘rm ; and in this connection I
may bring home to my Muslim sisters the bitter lesson we haye
learnt from the world’s history that no nation has sgcured its
freedom by an act of free gift. So ! would advise the@ to
demand their rights, agitate for free and compulsory education
and go on agitating {ill they get it and thus educate themselves
that fhey may become free.

No angels, not even the mighty gods,- can deny our birth
right to us and keep us ever in ignorance andl bondage. ‘So let
us go on labouring and agitating till the goal is reachec?, in the
firm faith and hope that success is sure to attend a just and
righteous cause.

Dr. S. MUTHULAKSMI REDDIL
SOCIAL REFORM.

He made a pathetic appeal to the young men to allow

“ women to take their own place and not to impede their path,

even if they were not going to help lhem. People opposed tg it,
might quote Sastras, but he asked the young men not to believe
all that and that they must dismiss such advocates. If they
were not going to adopt to the e'nvironmer;ts consciously,
they would only be a back number and the woman would
one day revolt against the many iniquitous cy§toms and take
her own place. He compared the persent posmon‘ of women to
that of two decades ago and pointed out that in that same
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strain progress was bound to come for them in their social

advancement, despite the dynamic forces at work against it.

In
this direction they must copy the West.

THE How. Justick M. VENKATA SUBBA RAO.
THE BLACK BOY.

The letter headed “ The Black Bo

ing. Its author says first, that things won't be right “ until the
African native woman is lifted from the. terrible position in
which she lives,” and then later that European women prefer
“the native fresh from the reserve . to the boy who has

been taught by the missionaries.” As missionaries are the only
people who attempt either any liftin

statements cancel one another out,
nonsense.  Wives in Bantu tribeg a
are in Welsh mining villages.
bands resent insults and ass
Europeans or

y " badly needs correct-

The fust of them is sheer
re no more slaves than they
And both they and their hus.

aults at the hands either of
of Africans exactly as we do. They suffer, exact-

ly as the wives of the workers in Europe do, chiefly from igno-
rance and poverty.

As for missions, opinions differ,
Africans from learning what we know and from becoming as
able to manage their own affairs as we manage ours, naturally
don’t want him taught that he is the equal of the European,
which is what the New Testament teaches. But one thing about
missions is certain, Where theirs was the only influence from
Europe, as was the case in some parts 20 years ago, crime of al]
kinds was extremely rare. More than 20 years ago my wife and
child lived with me in North Nyasa, where except for the m

Those who want to prevent

agis-

more
totally unprotected by any “ white.”
They felt and were as safe as they would be in London—in fact,

a good deal safer. No European in these days ever thought of
locking a door-  One house we lived in for months haq no door

I am aware that things are differ

<nt now, and that crime is
rampant now in East Africa, at le

ast in the towns. In 1926
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1 European population of
more (han ¥ pe'gmiilnt:;ngf :llzﬁdiztri appeafed before a court
tenya, m?rlll’ ‘Zme offence. For the foul diseases of the ‘he;%ri
chargefl dwtlltlatsare bred, in Africa as in Europe, by capxtai;}s
i:gl;];tl;ion do even greater injury :o th; cxpig;t:ersizhz;x; tcr)aCiaei

, i where
e}'{plo'i‘te'd‘ t'Irl J:irgi:: ai’nbzh: olx:lt\:rzsér in the schools or in t?e
dlscnmmatll?n’ roportion of criminals and paupers and t gc
'Chumhe's" c> rc)h }zase far lower than in t'hxs country. T.e
icid p ltn ctahe lowest in the world, is an eighth of the rate in
??l;l;nctf; arnade;’z fiftieth of the rate in the United States.

j it is be feared that the older
d to add, that 1t 1s tg ’ 1
I ;edisbs(i)g:ary who, ’whatever his faults, gave g.nd ta.ugthtwilo
tYpekO mwithout stint, is being replaced by. courtler. pries su 0
ltlc hns:lvly what reactionary governments think Africans oug
eac

to know. NoRMAN LEYS,

New Leader.
Brailsford, near Derby. The New

HOW BRAHMINS BOYCOTT THE SIMON COMMISSION.
MR. SRINIVASACHARI'S MEMORANDUM.

The following is the text of the memorandum submitted to
e . - . .
the Simon Commission by Mr. Srinivasa\Athary.

The orthodox Hindus form the bulk of t‘hct.conllr?sun;;}’é
Their long cherished religious and social sentime d wil
e not merely not respected but often treated with
Pra_chces arend ever recklessly violated when such mat??rs are
mdlfferenge 5;6 islated upon. The so called representauves.m
sought 10 'le dc;g and cannot represent the orthodox community
the Counci | has frequently to be made to thc.: .executlye
Jience appia,t s;ay the hands of hasty and revolutionary legis-
Government fo th or the affirmation of allegiance by the
btors{)er;”;fc C(;amcils should include¢ a declaration that they
lsvlllzl;? abstain from all such interference.
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The working of the Reforms so far has barren of good
result. Poltical principles do not sway the clections or the
activities of the Council. There is no such thing as the mandate
of the electorate. The worst of Council crises have not necessi-
tated any appeal to the country changes in the Ministry or no
confidence motions related to ministers as individuals and not
to their politics. The Ministers remain in Office so long as
Government helps them. The Council only furnishes opportu-
nities to ambitious persons to secure office and power, naturally
therefore the principles of the Council parties are often
changing. Communalism which means denial of democracy
for all time and promotion of perpetual differences and bitter-
ness is being exploited fully to serve the above end.

Responsibility in the Government must be cvolved free

from the poison of communalism. To this end the remedies
suggested are as follows :—

{a) The Governor's cabinet should consist only of members
chosen from those elected to the Council. The present number
is top-heavy and must be reduced to five. Only the very best
men fitted by integrity, ability and statesmanship should be

appointed to the Cabinet, communal considerations playing
only a secondary part.

The members of the Councils shall not look forward to any
appointment ordinarily. The Council should be like the
parishad of old deciding the dharma for dharma’s sake.

(b) There shall be two Chambers (1) The Popular Assembly
(2) the House of representatives. To the former the electorate
should be a rural one, and the qualification for vote should be
the payment of some tax or possession of some property, how-
ever small.  Universal adult sufferage is deprecated. The
latter Chamber shall be on the lines of the present Council
making provision for the representation of communal and
social, economic or other interests. This can correct communal
and other wrongs, if any committed by the first Chamber. The

Budget and Bills must pass through both the Chambers bcing
first introduced in the Popular Assembly,
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(c) The Governor's power of certification and veto are
cessary, though for limited purposcs: Reason must be
gzsigned f’or the exercise of such extraordinary power.

(d) This scheme applies pari passu to the Imperial
Government,

i i 1 ially the judicial be

munalism in , services, especia ! ‘
b (f:)dco'lr{lhe morbid idea that Gov.crnment is run to ;md
;E;)pooointr.nents for communities and in proportion to their

number should be fought out with a firm hand.

(f) The local bodics should be completely enlec"civ.e, th(;ugiﬁ
the local administration officials may have ex o Jficio seats

them.

(g) Other questions do not call for spgcial representation
from the view point of the orthodox community.

MEETING AT TRIPLICANE.

Under the auspices of the Sri Madhwa Assgciation a public

ting of the orthodox Brahmins of tl?e city was helFl last
mZiing in the Uttaradi Mutt, Singarachari Street,l Trllﬁlcanl\?,
ev . sar in the chair, when Mr. N,

ith Mr. V. V. Srinivasa Iyengar in '

gl?hixrsachariar explained the momorandum submitted b};
i t‘ the Simon Commission and spoke about the presen
hlm'l'oon of the Brahmins. There was a large gathering
positi ‘
present on the occasion.

The Chairman began by saying g[laznfj)rol;t?izs lailto?glin}z
nge 4 a )

years he hadt nc;) tigzerihtea klgi%ua}li]oyn pcloscly, both in Ifldia and
had becr S:Ieyhad found that all were agreed on having com-
elSCWhefe- nsible self-government as their goal and that the pre-
plts resp” had not wrought them any good. The Indian
sent. reforITlS ess and all the other political organisations in
National t(,ongrre: working towards the ideal of dempcracy, en-
the conn rey ‘3:1 articipation in it by all communities. At the
RhaSlstl}?g qreseft reforms were being discussed, all the com-
i;rgrelitie: —gemanded representation whereas the Brahmins,
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though a minority communities did not want communal repre-
sentation. The result was that at the present-day there were
communal fights especially in this presidency. The Brahmins
were everywhere hated and their position had become intolera-
ble. It was a happy sign of the times that they had Sabhas
like the one under whose auspices they had met amidst them
to point out to the community the nced for unity Mr. N,
Srinivasacharya probably thought that the Brahmins' case would
go by default if some representations were not made to the
proper authorities. There would be two sides to every ques-
tion. He was not going to discuss them. Taking for instance
the question of child marriage, they had now a Bill pending
before the Assembly on the question. Public opinion was not
invited before the Bill was introduced. In no other country
would this procedure be adopted on a matter which affected
the custom of a large number of people. He knew that the
Bill would be passed. But in his opinion the Assembly had no
right to interfere with age-long customs of a large number of
people. Marriage has been considered in India as a sacred tie
and not as a contract and it was not for any assembly com-
posed of non-Hindus and non-believers in Sanathana Dharma
to pass any law on such a question. In this country teeming
with millions of different religions, castes and creeds, the
speaker continued, democracy would be unworkable to a certain
extent (A voice. Could it be attained under the British Supre-
macy ?) True, Brahmins who practised their true dharmas
would not care for the form of the Government,

Proceeding, the speaker said that in politics also they had
differences of opinion. At the present time almost all the
political parties in the country had voted for the boycott of the
Simon Commission. But Mr. N. Srinivasacharya had submitted
a memorandum. He had stated the case of the. Brahmins.
‘Divide and rule* had always been the policy of the foreign
government, though they had often proclaimed that self-govern.
ment for India was the ultimate goal. They did not know
when it would be conceded. The speaker had doubts whether
they were fit for it at the present time. (A voice: You have
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yourself held a high post and had administered well. Why are
we not fit ?)

The speaker went on to say that B{ahminism was dying
to-day and thaf efforts must bfa tgken to tmprove .thc commu-
nity and thus strengthen the prmcxples of .B‘ra_hm.lmsm, for if it
were not for those principles, the Hmdu. civilisation would have
shared the fate of other ancient civilisation such as the Ron‘{an
and the Assyrian. In conclusion, he appealed to the Bfahmlns
to revive their old traditions and to lead the true life of a
Brahmin.

Mr. N. Srinivasachariar, in the course of his speech
explained the objects of the Brahmana Maha Sabha an‘d 'the
memorandum submitted by him to the Simon Comlplssmn.
{Extracts from the memorandum had already appeared in these
columns.)

The speaker then explained why he subnﬁtted the memo-
randum. The Varnashrama Conference thc{h was _held in
Madras last year passed resolutions condemning the mterf.er-
ence of the Government in religious matters and on standmg
its views to the Parliament. The memorandum dealt mainly
on the question of interference i_n religious matters and com-
munal representation. He submitted the memorandgm to Mr.
Simon and his collegues, as they were the authorised Com-

' missioners of the Parliament. He also thought that their case

must not go by default. In the memorandum {ze had on.ly
asserted the rights of the Brahmins, Considerz'{zg tl'ze cir-
tumstances under which they were placed cspgaally int Ifzs
presidency, he thought that he must not lose this opportun?ty
of asserting their rights. He hoped that he would receive
the support of all Brahmins.

Mr. M. 8. Subramania Aiyar and others wanted to speak on
the occasion and wished to know whether the subject was open
to discussion.

The Chairman observed that it was already late (8 p-m.)
and they had no time to have a free and fair discussion on the
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subject. “They had met mainl

y to hear Mr. N. Srinivasachariar,
They had heard him and hig v

iews. If a discussion was neces.
sary on the subject they could convene another meeting for the
purpose and take further action.

He therefore dissolved the
present meeting.

MR. V. V. SRINIVASA IYENGAR'S WISDOM.

Mr. V. V. Srinivasa I

yengar presided. There was 2 large
number of Brahmins pres

ent at the Meeting. There were con-
stant interruptions apparently because of some difference of

opinion in the submission of the memorandum to the Simon

Commission and the President had to interfere promising to
give the speakers later scope for discussion.

The President, in the course of his remarks in Tamil, said
that his interest in politics had of

late dwindled and he was able
to know the present political situation of the country by means
of newspaper and Journals. Referring to the Reforms he said

that no benefit had accrued {o the country by the Introduction
of Reforms and one of the evils that the country was now faced
with was the embitterment of feelings between Brahmins and
Non-brahmins. He only wished that they should both come to
an amicable settlement. Referring to the Marriage Bill he said

that there were two bills pending before the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly with a view

age of girls. It was quite against the Hi
glon enjoined upon the parent to marry

attained her puberty. He regretted that even some Brahming
in the legislatures were in favour of passi

ng the Bill and if they
did so they would not be acting in the best interests of
Brahminism. In any country before and Bills of this nature
were introduced, the Government would first of all see whether
they were supported by alarge majority of the people. He
regretted that the Government was trying to interfere with the
religious rights of the people in volation of the British pledge
of 1858. Unlike in other Countries marriage in India wag made
for Grihasta Dharma, ‘

to raise the marriagable
ndu customs, for Relj-
his daughter before she
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i i Commission he said tha't ‘Fhe
Refel’fmgf I?di;hf\cts (I)Ifml)gl‘) had enacted that a Cofmmlsssaxfl?1
Govemfnen't(z and report on the working o'f the Reform e
o o 10'; or not a further instalment in Refomll}s Snlx mgon
o re'Comme"( l ople and that according to this Act t ef mon
e e FO the peer ointed. There had been a volume ;) p;nion
Com.mISSIOH Wast?tl}zﬁe Simon Commission. He was o f:p rion
i bO);CO na community would not advance 1l sd o
e o Doy t‘:ixlg the Commission. He was very g auld at
gl 'by 'bo}z\c?nry even though he was sure het;:fs'lmon
o Sl'mlvas.d_ i c(::d‘ h’ad drafted a memorandum tg he Siro
SCVCTCl_Y 'Crrlltl\:l;:h z:. view to safeguarding the Brahmin in
Commissio

THE BRAHMANA MAHASABAHS.

foni ssociations of Brahml'x'ls grc
. It s s ;gr;;ﬁct:;ﬂ; ;Peastidglcy “for the Protectlon, atshi:ee
bane. fOrm(txte of the interests of the Brahrpms. At .oned from’
T e ’rotadonists of this community Proclzume o
some of th? f therz was no such thing as the mterets.ts ac1> ues}:
hous'c-tops tha anity, that there were only the nation : (?ided
partlcula.r comm in th’e political field, and had to be (e}c ”
tions which t(‘:a:::i'point of view, Withering sarcasm \Vhll;l .wof
from (1 rla'lost the communal organisations.by _the mem e;s o
o . mmunity at one time is seen in 1ts proper 1gt
the B (z:tossociations like ithis are slowly coming uflto e:i_;sn-
to-day, Whel'l d and uncriticised by the z_td\.zocate§ o.f nalll1 ,
en‘ce, unn’c;‘tﬁce romoters of these associations ]ustl).r the
o ethep basis that the interests of the Brahmins are
aCt'mtleS -Ont red to-day, and that, therefore, they must comte
being tln::a elrotect o erests,  We do nof PT%)‘I)?; t‘;
together t(l)u psincerity of those gentlemen but ‘would like
qu?Stlon thet others who supported similar associations at. an
ponqt o 'ad were imbibed precisely with the same feelings
ear!ler perltl)) ,n given expression to to-day, t.hat 'fhey were no
thh. have bee less patriotic, and no less nationalistic, and the}ir
fess S honsions. were just as real. It seems to us that lt te
apprehe nSlo?s these Brahmana Sabhas affords a most comple f
o e Of the movements like the Non-brahmin Movement,
Ym? ;Csa?l?: foorrmation of the Hindu Maha Sabha is the best
jus
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argument for the continuance of the Muslim League. We
should, however, like to have a very clear statement of what the

Brahminical interests are, which are eijther threatened or
jeopardised, and what lead to the form

We have our own theory to expl
this institution at the present ju
our part to give expression to ¢

ain the coming into existence of
ncture, but it would be unfair on

hat theory before we fave a fuller
and a2 more complete justification from the organisers of those

associations, One statement, however, which the chairman of the
public meeting of the Brahmins last night gave expression to, does
not correctly represent the facts of the case. Mr. V. V. Srinivasa
Iyengar is reported to have said that “the Brahmins in the
interests of the whole country had even gone so far and said
that they do not want communal representation and the reser
vation of seats to the minotity communities (Brahmins) ', *We
are amazed at this ingenious statement. We wonder whom the
Chairman meant to conyince by the child-like simplicity of his
theories. That is to say it is quite absurd to suggest that the
Brahmins oppose communal representation for themselves on
the ground of nationalism. The fact simply is that they knew
that the principle of communal representation, if introduced
into their community, would give them very few seats, as com-
pared with what they would gain in 2 free general electorate,
:Camouflage as it may be, it is undeniable that according to
the political situation in 1920, the real objection for the ' Brah.
‘mins for giving up communal representation was that their
power and their influence would be much less than otherwise,
It was only later that forces
about a more equitable distribution of political influence among
the different communities, so that the Brahmin community ig
slowly coming to occupy a position which is more nearly akin
to that which it is entitled to. We do not think any good
‘purpose will be served by exaggerations of thig kind, and we
trust that now that the Brahmana Mahasabhas have come into
the ficld, we will have a clear analysis of divergent interests and
a truer prespective of the position of the different communities,

Justice,
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ation of these associations. -

were at work which tried to bring .

ACCIVILIES |
NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH LEAGUE.
NAGORE.

May, 30.

' ' 2 { Non-Brahmin Youth,
é&s inary meeting of the League o ' o
B l\?ii;ﬁzr{vas held on Tuesday, the Zt(}):h ;1?:132 Eldc; e
hip indaswamy, the t.
-esidens Mr. N. Govindaswa o
pleSldcnbhlpSOiretarv, Mr. M. P: Swamy, read the l\ll]fnmg:ziri.
praYCl‘,l tIr}cemeiting. " The President then (ial]eci onf 1,()r.“-26
Ofvz:i;ey glcttiar to speak about the G. O. No. 955 o .
S

Mr. Chettiar then deliver§d hls‘spce.ch.HH;ﬂegmg}l;as;eoc; |
f t how the above mentioned G. O.1s a fec g ihe pooy
Non- B, in Youth and state that Non-Brahmin leader should
Ng‘??a.tlzr:sgmn’chis in the Council. The Secretary then sai
agi ,

" Minister in charge of the Department should look into "their
iniste

. ointed out that the Hon'ble Minister,
grlevancesigb:j:y:rllstiu};ing his visit to Nago_re on 15-4-28, W?s
Dr. P Sdu ith an address of welcome in which much was sa d
A" C\)v land their grievances. The Minister being movel
of the G. 'd sympathy at that time; saying that he would ]oo1 k
much Showe' yThe speaker then said that the me.rnber's should
intq the aﬂmrt' the Hon’ble Minister to redress their grievances,
again reques lution was passed unanimously requestmg th!a
Thex} . ‘r;i?Of %{ﬁiister to redress their grievances. The Presxf
e s xetl rized to send the above resolution to the Press,
del:it ;V?:q‘?:s:ct)o the Hon'ble Minister. With a vote of thanks
‘:: the chair, the meeting was dissolved at 8 p.m.
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AMBUR.
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LOCAL NON-BRAHMIN YoUTH.

June, 18.

The Anniversary of the Local Non-Brahmin Youth Leaguc
was celebrated with great cclat and enthusiasm. Mr. S. P. Y.
Surendranath Voegeli—Arya unfurled the flag of the Leaguc. ' In
the course of his speech he laid emphasis on the cosmopolitan
character of the League and requested those who were present
there not to stop and seck rest till they reached the highest

heights of eminence and attained the full stature of their man-
hood and womanhood.

Dr. Natesa Mudaliar, Veteran le
sided on the occasion spoke for ne
the history and origin of the N
cxhorted the
their ende

ader from Madras, who pre-
arly an hour and half about
on-Brahmin Youth League. He
audience to be ever industrious and persevering in

avour to make themselves true men and women.

Meeting was closed with usual vote of th

anks to the chair
and others who took part in it

After the mecting was over there was

a cosmopolitan din-
ner in which men of all classes,

castes and religions took part.
The following resolutions were
meeting of the Non-B
16-6-28, at Ambur,
Natesa Mudaliar,

passed at the General Body
rahmin Youth League of Ambur held on
inder the presidency of Rao Bahadur Dr. C.

“This meeting tenders its
Hon'ble Dewan Bahadur M,
Muthia Mudaliar on thejr app
Second Minister to the Govern

hearty congratulations to the
Krishnan Nair and Hon'ble S.
ointment as Law Member and
ment of Madras respectively.”

“ This meeting requests the Hon'ble Dr. Subbarayan, the
Chief Minister, to see that, in all the Government Colleges and

Schools, not less than 75 per cent. of the students admitted, are
Non-Brahmins.”

“This meeting lends ;

ts hearty support to the *“Age of
Consent Bill™

brought forward by Mr. Hariblas Sarada-in the
/ 256
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ther members of the
islati sembly and requests the o _
Lengli)tlwctoA;is:én thzir support and su.ccessfully pllO{Z :I:;elsi;;?z
Ascslertl;lusy bring about the social, physical and mora

an )

tion of the Mother Land.”
KUMBAKONAM.

' 3RATULATED.
seLVAM CONGRATUL
ANNIRSELVA
Mg. P June, 23.

ting of the members of the SLeggue OfinN?l?(;
-3 .m.,

- Youth was called for on 20—6-28tat CO-; grl;tulate Rao
Brahmin { Mr. Karuppannasami Nadar Cf ferred upon him
gardens © . p nnirselvam on the honor conier Har oresided
Bahadur A. 1;]16; when Mr. V. Chinnathambi btl)a ar presided

C T ’ ’ . . .
by thCl ﬁog’iefreshments and tea, the proce:edln.gl\kfgar seconded
Ster ‘1g1 dran moved and Mr. P. Rathnasami
Ramachan

the following resolution :—

The meetin f 1 to
i t-felt congratulations

¢ ing conveys its hear ions {0

‘B ll1 dur Atl T. Pannirselvam, Bar-ait:-law, on rthe r:te 0

Rao Baha T : .

Rao Bahadur conferred upon hm. by the Governme atnd
tl ht n t 1 tt f 1 t hl

heartily thanks the latter tor having bestowed on him he

deserved honor ™. Bahadur was the only
marked that the Rao fidence
The nilo‘lr'zrwfo could command the undoulf)tef)lulcilg)e ;ore
gentleman Berahmins of all sections and no proodvccfl o the Chiof
of t!lte': N‘t)l?;n the recent princely welc:mi;.cﬂc;o; sote of thanke
pOSI 1ve . bl managemen . 1 Y |
Ministefd l;)nd;;r hiz aG.eVenlmtachalat.m, the meeting terminated
proposed Dy MI. .

at 9 p.m.

A special mee

VIRUDHUNAGAR. .
| +-RESPECT PROPAGANDA.
SELF-R iy, 1.

.
Yout S . . *

idu of Pattu-
Mai ichinopoly, Alagarswamy .Naf :
nath? mp Pcl;n%;‘hgil;rsnocfhﬁagura: Lakshmana Pillai, Dandapani
kotala o e
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Pillai, and party arsived here by
yesterday. They were cordiall
the president and members of
Girls’ School where they were p

Trivandrum express at 6 p.m.
y welcomed and garlanded by
N.B.Y.L, and taken to Nadar
ut up for the night.

A mass meeting of the Non-Brahmans
night in the Amman Maidan under the auspices of N.B.Y.L,
and the honourable guests addressed the public on multifarious
topics. The meeting was well attended, those present being
students and leading merchants from various parts of the city
numbering over 2,000. Those found on the pladorm specially
erected for the purpose, were Messrs. T. C. Kylasam Chettiar
and M. S. P. Ramaswamy Nadar President and the Treasurer
of the N.B.Y.L., C. Palaniappa Nadar, Secretary, Cosmopolitan
Club, V. V. Ramaswamy Nadar, M. S. Muthumari Nadar, T. C. K,
Kandasamy Nadar and others. Proposed by Mr. V. V. Rama.
samy Nadar and seconded by Mr. K. Sambanda Nadar Secre-
tary N.B.Y.L., Mr. M. P. Sundrapandia Nadar occupied the

presidential chair amidst vociferous cheers and applause from
the audience.

was convencd at

After a brief narration from the chair Mr. Lakshmana Pillai
addressed the meeting on “ Self respect”. He said that the
purohit wisdom never seeks to have a broader view than the
narrow corridors of his Communal ends. He exposed to what
is called the political “volte face"
quoting many an instance from the anomolous Madras_ politics,
the latest of them being the leading acrobat's (Sreenivasa
Iyengar). He wondered what has happened of Rs. 70,000 that
were found in the balance sheet of the last Congress.

Mr. N. Dhandapani’ Pillai cited instances from his vast
experience of men and matters of alf political shades and
exhorted his attentive audience not to be duped by the coaxing
terms and sweet expressions of the monopolists any more,
Unless the purohit oligarchy is immediately rooted oyt poor
India cannot hope to advance an inch further in her ambitious
march towards Swaraj. Unless the so-called untouchables and
unapproachables are kept on equal footing with the remaining
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section: of the‘coumry harmonious blending of national growth
; impossibility.
° lzliren MI; P. G. Thomas, a well know Sanskrit Schplar of
1e1' d a.n ¢loquent. discourse on “ \vhy.the Brahmms - are
Mg@t{rﬂdli His wealthy Sanskrit quotations tended to an
RN f of unbearable tyrannies, imposed upon the Non-
s nder crude notions of religious fidelity. They are
Brahmft o l11 cheating race and are never ashamed to stoop to
a tradifions ‘h:)wever ‘mean and degraded they be, should
any n}easxg]es:eb they can achieve their ignoble selfish ends.
they thd zil izylcessaﬁt crusade must be madg z'lga.mst them,
A regu _a : ahow an appreciable change of heart-within a short
anrist?otxllley:lis condemnations were severe and strong but ap-
u .
propriate and necessary.

Mr. Visvanatham Pillai then spoke. He said th'at shtf)xgld

the Non-Brahmans care to be aware of the dange’rous clawts ) . e
i les and not to entangle themselves n 'tl1¢ de.s ructive

Dra e cfmifuralilllin1 machinations, the Bral?mms \Yﬂl never

meshea to ‘ﬁtrude the highway of N011-13ra11n11ps.' }‘{15 Sp.mted,
‘;;T:;L;rrlefa?;;hr of Non-brahmin papers like  Justice Dravidan

i ! ‘Revolt'
S ' N rkalamithran and ‘Revo
¢ Kudi Ara‘ w' Kumaran, Nadar kalan

reaching the Non-Brahmin views had fully Convmcfeg the ;l))eosle
i op he
gf the malicious and mendacious propaganda carried on by

Brahmin press against as Mr. Pattakottai Alagarsamy Naidu in
. =3

" indai lained the hollow
. ical lectur¢ on Hinluism explaine > oMo
}'léjlégffczngfkgilndus about  doctrines and principles of their
ignorz :

own religion.

' d to note that Hindus are conscious slaves to
blinc:-I lfel?ngsrzﬁfldcmde supé_rstiti_d.us notions tendmg to natl?gitl
refardation. In fine he said that masmuch.as Brltalfl wa; able

ke notable progress only after Martin Lgthers religious
to ma ion and Turkey began toloom large in the tantahsfed
r?\{olutl?n reat nations only after Mustpa Kemal’s bol'd social
:;sfz)or?nztign, India can attain self-respect and Swaraj only if
priest craft is sunk ocean deep.

i i ture on ““ Origin
. I. S. Kannappar in the course of h_xs lec . _
anéi g:ovgth of Non- gsahmin Movement paid a glowing tribute to

259



THE NON-BRAHMIN YOQUTH

late Sir P. Theagaroya Chettiar and Dr. T. M. Nair whose joint
and unabated enthusiasm in the matter of founding our divine
movement should be immortalised in the glorious annals of
Non.Brahmin History. It was the wily cannibals and cunning
machinations of casteridden Brahmins that had necessitated
the birth of Justice Movement Conspiracies are made to root
out the movement in the very bud. But Mr. Kannappar was
sure that the knew divine spirit which has just now began to
pervade - the Non-Brahmin Youths will. assuredly hold the self-
respect banner sloft for ever. He opined that platform orations
and vain platitudes will carry no fruitful balm to the lacerated
hearts of the unlettered mass. Genuine work with sense of
justice and fairplay will bring the desired effect, Hence he
appealed to all students and youngsters to take

vigorous pro-
paganda work and enlist subscribers for Non-

Brahmin papers.
The president, in winding up the proceedings, epitomised
the various speeches made into a consolidated piece of precious
advice, and requested the audience, especially the youngsters, to
gird up their loins and be heroes in the sublunary struggle for
cxistence. He believed in the survival of the fittest and there-
fore he said that should Non-Brahmans like to eke an honour.
able livelihood in the world they should rise from their torpid
lethargy and work with earnest zeal, untiring industry and
unflinching perseverance. Then only they can free themselves
from age-long social serfdom, political thraldom and religious
aggrandisement.  After a vote of thanks by Messrs.
V. V. Ramasamy Nadar and 8. Uthanda Nadar, the meeting,
which began at 8 p. m,, terminated at 12 p. m. It is a special
future to note that the gathering was thick until end and
audience listened the lecturers with napt attentions. Some of
the Swarajist rowdies who attempted disturbance were disillu-
sioned in their attempt and retraced their path crest-fallen.

MADURA.
NonN-BrRAHMAN YouTHS' Mass MEETING.

July 8.
Under the auspices of the Madura League of the Non-
Brahmin Youth, a public meeting was held at the Krishnarao
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tank last evening. Mr. V. O. Chidambaram Pillaivof Konl{)at@,
who had given his consent to address t‘he Non-Bra (‘ixmltn
Youths on the “League of the Non-Brahr}nn Youthsd anH 1:9
Duty " did - not turn up, as he was otherwx;e engage .dd ovs-
ever, the meeting was conducted and seve.ral‘ gentlemerll a ; rglasss;
ed the meeting. Mr. T. Narayapa .Plllax of the loca N?
presided over the meeting. In his introductory: speech,l r.
Pillai announced the happy news of the release of the e eve;z
accused in the Health Week Case at Arupuzm'ttah. After Pr%a '
ing to the audience the wire sent by Mr. Chldamngc'iamt. fl t;;l,
the President requested Mr. P. G. Thomas the President of the
League, to speak.

. G. Thomas said that the Non-Brahmin movement
has i\){:rénpco‘;,ldemncd not only by Brahmans bu_t also by some
uninformed Non-Brahmans. He asked the audience why such
a movement as the self-respect movement was stafted ? .Answer-
ing it himself he said the movement was started to l;n-n'flle thc;
fire of self-respect in them. If we go 'fhrough the history ot
the movement he said we will find that it was ngt a movemc;n \
of yesterday. In fact, the movement has been in progress for
the last so many centuries. The movement was an aftermath
of the Aryan civilization. The -necgssnty fo.r the movement far<t)}s;e
when the great Dravidian civilization collided with that c;) e
Aryans. The Aryans had nothing but gontempt for the Dravi.
dians. In fact, the Ramayana was_wr.ltt.en with a set.purpqls.e
—the purpose of blackening the Dravidians and their civili-
zation. | . ‘

Japan and Turkey have been very zealous in guarding
their self-respect. If the English who_ were nowhere two
thousand years ago he said are now ruling us, whp had tbe
highest civilization for thousaqu of years, let us gauge the
extent of our degeneration. This movement l.las set in to pave
the way for the salvation Qf'the Non-Brahmins. Let not this
movement, he appealed be mls»nnderstf)od. as a communal one.
It is a revolt against social evils. Thfa ]ustx'hcatlon for the move-
ment lay in the fact that this revolt is agam.bound to set in, if
tlie higher sections among the non-brahmin deny the rights
due to the so-called depressed classes.
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Mr. A. L. Arunachellam then spoke a few words.

Mr. Pattukottai Alagirisawmi

to speak. A He explained how the Brahmins had to be excluded
‘from the movement.

When we began our national struggle in
‘which company Brahr

. mins he said a very important question stood
in the way of our joint action and that was the doctrine of

equality. Equality was denied to Non-Brahmins. When the
Non-Brahmins organise themselves against those who wanted
to rob them of their precious liberty, they have been branded as
communalists. Another charge that is frequently levelled
against the Non-Brahmins is that they are abusing a particular
community. If they abuse any particular community the move-
ment is bound to fail. On the other hand they are ever ready

to co-operate with that community if they would accept the
doctrine of equality.

Why should the Non-Brahmin Youths be organised the
speaker asked ? The older section among the people are imbued
with the impurities of ignorance and superstition. It is im-
possible to expect them to free themselves from those shackles.
Only the youth whose mind is pure, free from cares and anxietics
and who can sacrifice for noble causes, can rise to the occasion
and solve ‘the most difficult of the social problems. They are
hound to be of considerable help to the country and the com-
munity at large. - There are more- than seventy branches of the
Non-Brahmin Youth League throughout the Presidency. There
are more than seven thousand members in all. A few thousand
youths out of a population of three and a half millions he said
are not sufficient to carry out the arduous duties that lie ahead
of us. ‘He requested all the youths present to enroll themselyes
as members of the League. He made an earnest appeal to the
elders not to throw obstacles in the way of the youths.

Naidu was then called upon

Mr. Govindasami Naidu, member of the Provincial Congress
Committee, Tamil Nadu, was then requested to speak.

- Mr. Subramaniam of Sholavandan then moved t
resolution “ that this meeting congratulates Mr. S
Chettiar and others of Arapukottah who have vin
self-respect by their success in the case,

he following
masundaram
. dicated their
instituted against them.”
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Mr. A. V. Sethuram seconded the resolution and it was passed

amidst applause. : '
The mecting terminated with a vote of thanks to the Chair-

man and other speakers, proposed by Mr. A. G. Arunachellam.

VELLORE.

Non-BrauMiM YoUTH LEAGUE CONFERENCE.

The above Conference which was to hafve 'been held under
the Presidency of Mr. A. Ramasamy Mudaliar in the. last Week
of this month had to be posted sine die as Mr. Mudaliar will be
engaged in Age of Consent Committee.

ROAYAPURAM.
THr LEacUE o NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH,

At an extraordinary mecting of the above League hel‘d
on 4th July 1928 morning, the {ollowing rcsohfhon was unani-
mously passed, all members standing : —* Tl'ns meeting of the
members of the League places on record.lts deep sense ‘of
sorrow at the irrepairable loss sustained w the death of its
‘Pﬁron the Rajah of Chellapalli and conveys its heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved family. A wire was at once sent.

LEAGUE OF NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH (CENTRAL).
DRr. Natr’s Day CELEBRATIONS,

The Secretary writes i— - |
‘'he following resolutions were passed at the meeting of the
Executive Committee on 11th July 1928.

That “Dr. Nair's Day " be celebrated on the 19th instant

“and a public meeting be arranged.

At the request of Dr. Nair’s Memorial Literary Association
the celebration was postponed from 17th to 19th).

That this executive extends a hearty welcome to Dr.

Mrs. Arya on her return to India, after completing her studies

in medicine at Berlin; and resolves to give her a reception on
her*arrival in Madras from Kodaikanal.

That this executive offers its congratulations to their
patrons Sir K. V. Reddi Naidu and Mr. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar
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on their nomination t

Age of Cons 0 n}embex'sllips on Geneva i

lakshmi Rzézr;t 0Commlttee respectively and aﬁgltifatl&n and

Auxilliary Bdyen. " Pomination to a memb o Muth

¥ Educational Committee to the ROya(I:rgozSh-lp on the

That  thi ' _ mission.

Messrs. Sunda:a R:iegut}ve offers its congratulatio

ments as  Judge of the aslgu 1z;nd Abas Ali Khan on their aI:)S Oiltto
. ~ -

Magistrate respectively, nall Cause Court and Chief Prcsigency

Dr, Narr,

;IEETING AT PACHAIYAPPA'S HALL.
LOQUENT aND SOU L-STIRRING ADDRESS.

Thc League of
. Non- .
tll;c m_n’th anniversary ofBrahmm Youth
i}Chaxyapp a's Hall yesterd
mins, young and old

(Central) celeb
the death of Dr. T. M. Naijr ea:a:;::

ay evening. Hundreds of N
_ on-Brah«
» poured into the Hall from the early E;:lr‘s
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of the afternoon to pay their respects to the memory of the
great Departed Leader. The Hall was paked. to overflowing,
and great enthusiasm prevailed throughout. Indeed, yester-
day's large and enthusiastic gathering was a measure of the
abiding faith and love which the Founder and Promoter of the
great democratic Movement of the Non-Brahmins in this
country has left in the minds of the thousands of his followers
in the city. The interest and enthusiasm evinced especially
by the young men of the community was truly commendable.

circumstances, the Raja Sahib of

Panagal, who was to have presided on the occasion, could arrive
at the meeting only a little late. So the meeting commenced
with Dewan Bahadur T. Varadarajalu Naidu, Retired District
Judge, and Secretary, South Indian Peoples Association, in

the chair.

Owing to unavoidable

ong those present in the Hall were the Raja

Messrs. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, K. V.
m Chetty, T. S. Nataraja Pillai, -A.
dit S. S. Anandam and many others.
d, a group photo was taken.

Prominent am
Sahib of Panagal,
Menon, P. Subrahmania
Govindaraja Mudaliar, Pan
Before the meeting commence

In proposing Dewan Bahadur T. Varadarajulu Naidu to
the chair, Mr. K. V. Menon apologised on behalf of the Youth
League for the delay in starting the meeting. They had been
writing for the Rajah Sahib of Panagal and, as he had not yet
arrived, they would proceed with the meeting with Dewan
Bahadur T. Varadarajulu Naidu in the chair {Applause).

The proposal was greeted with applause, and Mr. Naidu
occupied the chair. .o

The President said that he was only a “stopgap’ in the
absence of the Rajah Sahib. He called upon Mr. K. V. Menon

to address the meeting.
MR. K. V. MENON.

He began by saying that when he proposed Mr. Varadarajulu
Naidu to the chair, he did not know that he would be placing

himself in such an embarrassing situation so soon. But anyhow,
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before them some thoughts ab
pa'ssed away nine years ago, but he i i
still very vigorously working in their midst, magined, was

) Dr. Nair was one of th.e greatest .leader:s of the nation, ang
ad played several roles in his life in various spheres of acti-
vity. First he was a Doctor, a specialist in eye, nose and throat
diseases. He went to England at a very early stage of his life,
and had his medical study there. Even as a student, the late
Dr. Nair exhibited his high qualities of head and heart which
were to distinguish him in his later life. He received enco-
miums from his fellow-students and professors alike. After his
College career in England, he was taken on the staff of one
of the hospitals there, in which capacity also his ability was
appreciated by his superiors.

Returning from England, he came to Madras and set up
practice. As a practitioner, he had few rivals in the profession.
He becamc the editor of a leading medical journal, the “Anti-
septic™ and thus devoted a good portion of his time to matters
pertaining to the welfare of the people at large.

As a politician too Dr. Nair was unexcelled. The speaker
pointed out how Dr. Nair succeeded in his many activities and
how he broke the vicious cult of Leadbeaterism which was ver
much in evidence then. The late Dr, Nair was a friend of the
poor, the oppressed and the depressed. As a member of e
Factory Committee, he very vigorously defended the cause of
the workers. Then again when the Home Rule agitation was
at its height, he took up a manly stand on the side of the
masses. He wanted to root out social tyranny and oppression
at the hands of a community which formed but a microscopic
minority. He started the Non-Brahmin Movement at a time
when the Non-Brahmins were groping in the dark and suffering
under social oppression and tyranny. His opponents then tried
to tease him, to harrass and ridicule him but with his undaunted
and indomitable courage he survived all those attacks. With

the same inflexible determination and undaunted cour

. : age, he
strove till the end of his life,

for the achievement of the ideals
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he had at heart. And at last, he §acriﬁced his very life for his
country men, for the poor. In spite of medICftl advice not to
sroceed to England, Dr. Nair as he was a friend of the poor,
g;oceeded to England and there he died. -

Dr. Nair was a journalist of the type \‘Yhidl. CO'}‘]d rarely
be found in those days. He s-ta.rted'th_e ]us.:tlce and. left
behind him great and noble traditions 1n journalism. ~ Consider-
ing the various activities of Dr. Nalr and th.e S{gnal services he
had rendered to the Non-Brahmin community 1n Rartlcu]ar an_d
the country at large, it was in the fitness of things that his
memory should be honoured and venerated by all of them.
Dr. Nair had been really a young man, thoggh.old, and a
youth in every sense of the term. .chml emancipation, political
freedom, and democratic awakening among the masses of the
country—these were the ideals.; which Dr. Nair held. Mr, Menon
appealed to them to follow 1n the footsteps of Dr. Nair and
sirive to bring about social salvation for the toiling and teem-

ing millions of the country.

MR. CHOKKALINGAM.

Mr. V. R. Chokkalingam said that he was also a sort of stop-
gap in the absence of the leaders who were expected to s.peak.
He would not take their time for long as th_ey were all qnxxously
expecting to hear Mr. Ramaswamy Muflah.ar. .He p01ntf:d out
how Dr. Nair spent the whole of his tl.me in develqpmg the
Non-brahmin Movement and how even aga}mst .all advice went
to England at atime when he was in serious ‘1ll-hea.1th,. to fight
for communal representation, and thgre sacrificed his life. He
appealed to Mr. Ramaswamy Mudalla}r‘, a{ld other leaders to
publish a cheap edition of Dr. Nair's .llfe and career. He
appealed to all the present to follow the spirit .of revolt of Dr.
Nair against tyranny and oppres§1on. Dr._Nalr always wantfed
to move with the masses and not to go in advanFe alqng Wli&h
the flying columns. He assured them that Dr. Nair might die
and Sir P. Theagaroya Chetty might dxf:, but thc.: Non-Brahmin
Movement created by them would not die and it was for the
youth of the country to carry on the work left behind by

Dr. Nair. .
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MR. ANANDAM. . {
. . ,

Pandit Anandam, Ayurvedic Physician, who followed, said
that it was not for a man like him to speak of Dr. Nair’s glory.
Several saints and leaders had lived and died in the past like;
Budha, Thiruvalluva Nayanar, Swami Dayananda Saraswathi.
and Ram Mohun Roy and their activities and work weie
confined to one particular section. But Dr. Nair worked for
the whole of the human race, and the work started by him
would never die. Dr. Nair was a true patriot working for the
betterment of the country as a whole and not for his own glorifi-
cation. It was therefore the duty of all Non-Brahmins to keep
fresh in their minds the spirit of Dr. Nair by celebrating this

i

anniversary day year after year. He suggested that a Scholar- |

ship be started in the name of Dr. Nair.

MR. RAMASWAMI MUDALIAR.

Who, on rising, was greeted with tremendons applause "

lasting for minules, warmly thanked the organisers of the
meeting for having given him the opportunity to add his own

humble tribute to the memory of the glorious Departed.
Mr. Mudaliar proceeded i—

There have been speeches made, here and elsewhere, about
_the high character of the late Dr. Nair, his ability, his political
inclinations and the large mount of good work that he turned
out during his short span of life. I did not know him in the
very much older years, when he went to England to qualify
himself for the medical profession and when at Edinburgh he
started for the first time the Indian Association, which is doing
excellent work even now. As a student in the nineties of the
last century, he went about in England fighting the battles of
Gladstone, the great Liberal Leader, standing by the very high
ideals and principles of Liberalism. It is remembered to this
very day by those Indians who had any share in the t-iumph of
Mr. Gladstone then as also by the very old members of Parlia-
ment now, that young Dr. Nair was an active force, a very
welcome and novel force, to count with in the election cam-
paigns of those days. ) '
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Dr. Nair was first and foremost a politician, = Politics was
in his very blood. And it was in the nature «f things that he
should have taken to politics so assiduously and sc successfully.
In medicine, he specialised himself in all diseases in the head,
pertaining to the brain or anywhere near it—eyes, throat, etc.
And his undoubted proficiency in the medical line made his
name a house-hold one throughout the Presidency.

Great as he was as a medical man, greater still he was as a
politician. His correct realisation of political principles his
early training the lescons that he studied from the great Liberal
regime of those days in England—be it remembered, not the
Liberal regime that we see to~day in England or even in India—
stood him in good stead in his after life.

The clarifying and illuminating issues of Gladstone’s
Liberatism played a great part and influenced a great deal his
thoughts, his speeches and his writings throughout.

My earliest recollections of Dr. Nair are associated with
the days of the Partition of Bengal. Those were the days of the
Curzonian administration. Lord Curzon was then the Viceroy
of India—with his University Act and his archacological
investigations. But the Partition of Bengal by him led to an
agitation, the parallel of which is hard to come across either in
this country or elsewhere. Into the vortex of that agitation
Dr. Nair threw himself heart and soul. I remember the days in
1905 and 1906 in this Hall or in the maidan opposite when
Dr. Nair made many a spirited speech in condemnation of that
Partition, And on these occasions, as on others, his incisive

‘logic and his convincing eloquence had their own effect. He

would get upon the platform and would speak a few dazzling
sentences and an illuminating flash would go round the Hall
and throw light on many a knotty question. After the Partition
days, it was during the great War fch_at Dr. Nair came, violently
shall I say, into the cesspool of politics. -

Mr. Mudaliar at this stage referred to the predominant

interest Dr. Nair evinced in the uplift of the labourers of this

country and also the part he played in the shaping of the factory

36 %69



THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH

legislation. “ His agitation for years on behalf of the labourers,
his violent writings in the press—all this compelled the Govern-
ment of the day to appoint the Factory Committee, and naturally
Dr. Nair himself was appointed a member thereof. His famous
dissenting minute to the report of that Committee forms even
to this day the Magna Carta of the labour movement in this
country. Dr. Nair was not one of those visionaries whose view
left aside the difficultics of capitalism. Neither was he one of
those who would make labour a cats-paw for exploiting
capitalists. He sought for a via media between the two, and he
succeeded in that to a surprising extent. And it should also
be remembered that in those days of Dr. Nair, there were no’
champion of labour anywhere in the country, even at Adyar.

Mr. Mudaliar proceeded : Friends, as I was saying, it was
in the days of the Great War, that Dr. Nair came to the political
field again. Inthis connection, I have to offer to the Theosophic
movement—of course with hated breath and whispering humble-

‘ness. The theosophists had hgured very largely in the courts
of this land. Their methods were very severely brought to light
by those who fought them in those days. Dr. Besant and some
of her followers had not a very happy time of it, answering a
lot of matter of fact questions in the witness-box before my

Lord Justice. .. .. . That case—the case over the person of
the persent World Teacher—went on for some years; and out

of it all the Theosophic Society did not come, to put it mildly,
with flying colours. Dr, Besant wanted somehow or other to
forget all that occurred in the law courts—or better, she wanted
you and me to forget all about them. Naturally she diverted her
attention to politics. As I told you, the Great War was then on
and no body could say what the fate of the British Empire
would be at the end of the War. It was then that Dr. Besant
come forward with her Home Rule agitation., It was also
exactly at that time that our late revered Dr. Nair threw himself

whole-heartedly into a counteragitation to sum this oceanic wave
of extermism and unreasonableness.

It must be remembered that till he threw himself into the’
heart of that agitation, Dr. Nair by all accounts, without anybody
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campaign against it. Later events had proved how Dr. Nair was
right in his counteragitation.

Mr. Mudaliar then pointed out how stern and sturdy a
fighter Dr. Nair was and what an amount of sincerity and truti1
he brought to bear in all his actions. He was the champion of
the depressed and the oppressed. He had convened the famous
’conf-er.ence of the depressed classes in the Spur Tank, and the
nspiring speech and message he had given to them w,ould ever
be remembered by the whole province. The late Dr. Nair
asked the depressed classes on that occasion whether they} were

not conscious of the fact that they were socially degraded and.

whgther it was not due as much to their own apathy and, to
ﬂmr own lying down and taking insults, that they were treated
in such degrading manner. He asked them also to have a little
of that self-confidence in themselves and refuse to be bam
boozled by others. Then their salvation would be assured-
Even t‘o this day, therefore, the Depressed Classes looked t(;
Dr. Nair as the one man who had put them on the right path
of progress, as one who inculcated into them the lesson that after
?111 progress must come from within themselves and could not
pe put into them by any interested people from outside.

Continuing, Mr. Mudaliar said that one of the speakers had
?aken the leaders to task for not printing Dr. Nair's speeches
in book fgrm so that they might be of use to the future genera-
txons'. His speeches, no doubt, contained the wealth of a nation
apcl 1t was also a wealth of literature. Circumstances favourin
h‘lm Mr. Mudaliar said he would have them published by th%
time when they would meet next to celebrate the anniversary.

. Mr. Mudaliar then gave a vivid account of the treatment
which .they received from their own countrymen at the time of
I?r. Nair's death in England, This sad event would ever con-
tmue. to be a poignant memory to the very end of their lives
Nothing other than personal antagonism it was that was res onsi’
ble for this malicious conduct of their countrymen at that tpime. )

Dr. Nair's life, said the speaker,

was an obiject
the Non«Brahmin Youths. ject lesson to

Dr. Nair was one who had nothing
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cautious about him. He went into the very root and funda-
mentals of a thing. The speaker only wanted the Non-Brah-
min Youths to remember that Dr. Nair was true to his word and
practised what he preached. They should remember th?.t it was
they who formed the masses, and it was their opinion that
would count and their views that would ultimately hold sway
in the country.

Referring to the  Justice ” paper and its achievements,

" Mr. Mudaliar said that it was Dr. Nair’s inspiration that carried

it aloft. How could they honour his memory better than trying
cach to do his best, each in his own way to make it the fore-
most daily paper of the masses ? He hoped his appeal to them
to make the paper more popular would not be I vain.

THE RAJAH OF PANAGAL.

The Rajah Sahcb of Panagal who was the last speaker
said :—

Ladies and Gentlemen.—I fecl thankful to the President
for his generous references to me. Although I have to apolo-
gies for not having been here in time to take the chair I think
I need no apology to say a few word on this touching occasion
and pay my tribute to our great departed leader in memory of
whose premature and much-lamented demise we have met here
this evening.

Those who have spoken before me have with eloquence
referred to the various aspects of the late Dr. Nair’s personality.
He was a great man. He was great as a patriot, more than that
he was a great as a philanthropist and more than that too he
was great as a man, full of human sympathies. He had always
a soft corner in his heart for the poor and afflicted. He felt for
the fate of the backward and depressed classes in India. He
tried his best to elevate them. In fact he had the upliftment of
the down-trodden as his life mission, and with a view to carry
out this mission he conjointly with late Sir Thegaroya inangur-
ated the great South Indian movement which stands for justice.
Unmindful of the mud-slinging from the monopolists, both the
late leaders advocated the cause of the depressed and backward
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