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RAJAH OF PANAGAL, K.

Let us not talk of lifting up or pulling down this or that commu-
nity but act in the spirit and the full belief that all are members of
the same motherland and all are equal in the eyes of God and Man.

—Rajah of Panagal, Kt.



AVVAI—OUR TAMIL MOTHER.

There are but two castes in this world, Those who lay all their
physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual wealth on the altar of public
service are of high caste and those who keep back all the good things

given to them by God for their own self aggrandisement are of low

caste,—Avvul.

(This picture was supplied to the President of the Non-

Brahwin Youth Teague by Mr. Velaynda Chari's son.)



THE Hon. Mk. S. MUTHIAH MUDALIAR
Who opened the Conference.

The only caste which any human being can claim to be in 1s the
caste that serves and I do not consider myself as an out-caste, and I
think I have some claim on that ground to proceed to open this
Conference which is to be presided over by that great social reformer

E. V. Ramaswami Naicker.



DEVI KAMALAKSHI PANDALAL

Wife of Major Pandalai, who unfurled the Social Service Flag in
front of the V. P. Hall.

I trust under this flag would unite all patriotic citizens of this

Presidency whose aim is the advancement of our Motherland.



Mgr. E. V. RAMASWAMI NAICKER

Who presided over the Social Reformers’ Conference.

The true social reforms must not be bound down by any restric-
tions. The foremost path towards reform is to break away the bonds of
slavery that bind the people. Social reform with restrictions and with

limitations will be a futile and pointless procedure, so far as our country
is concerned.



Rao Banapur M. K. REDDI, B.A.,

Chairman of the Receftion Committee.

I may, however, suggest that we must support all progressive
legislative measures, for in legislative protection alone is there any
hope of redemption, I may recall here that the Aryans would not have
given up their customs of Sati and human sacrifice were it not for
legislative intervention. Gentlemen, the task before usis of colossal
magnitude. We must therefore endeavour to establish a social service
league in every District and Taluk Head-quarters, with a net-work of
affiliated Jeagues in the villages which will carry on a campaign of
Propaganda devised to bring about a Social Regeneration and help us

t 3 2
0 live recognizing but one caste, one creed and one God.



Mrs. E. V. RAMASWAMI NAICKER.

She stands by her husband in all his heroic battles against irreli-
glous and immoral practices in our country and inspires him with

fresh courage and enthusiasm.



MR. S, P, Y. SURENDRANATH VOEGELI-ARYA.

South

Chief Organiser of the Conference and President of the
Indian Social Service League. .
of culture and learning but she
humanity into
t do so.

Avvai was not only an apostle
was also a social rcformer who had divided the whole

two classes, those who served society and those who did no
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" The First South Indian Social Reformers Conference.

" PREFACE.

vepmm——

The South Indi’an Social Service League, Madras, believes
that the Salvation.of India depends on Unity and Solidarity of
the Indian people. The Indian people are composed of many
races and of many religious persuations. Bringing together
these people of divergent social and religious views is not an
easy task. Any number of resolutions, passed on Congress and

~ Conference platforms, mainly because of the political pressure,
brought on us by the presence of a Foreign Government, will
not help us. We must be courageous enough to discard all
notions of Indian Reform which have their roots in expediency
‘and diplomacy. It is because of this reason we wanted to
. strike a new .note in our religious and social reform activities.
Throughout the.deliberations the Conference was. guided by the
. rationalistic natianal spirit. Pseudo and sentimental patriotic
spirit was not allowed to blind and bandage our eyes to the sad
~ and deplorable facts which exist in our social and religious
. affairs of life ‘And which lie as obstacles inthe way of our
’ -‘n:'z_fi(_iqa[’%pm'gi?ess and devolopment. The President, the
Chairmati of the Reception Committee and many others fear.
lessly exposed ‘the existing evils of aur land. They did not
 follow the path of those who swim with the tide but accepted
.. the difficult-and arduous task of swimming against the tide.

Th°“gﬂil$ was pointed out by a certain South" Indian
Qrahmm EdHor in a reform paper, edited in Bombay that this
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is not the first time that a Social Reformers Conference was held
in the Madras Presidency, still we call this Conference the first
South Indian Social Reformers Conference, because of the
entirely new and radical methods we have adopted in our
programme of work. Never before, we believe, such radical
yet constructive resolutions were passed on a Social Reformers
Conference platform. For instance we remember how the
Brahmin President of the Indian Social - Reformers Conference,

Mr, Natarajan, held in December, 1927, in Madras during
Congress sessions, owing to his Brahmin bias and pseudo—

patriotism, ' joined the few Brabmin- reactionaries and - obscur-
antists and refused to give freedom -of speech to a certain friend
of ours, who suffered for his couniry on more than one occasion
by going to prison, etc., because he had the courage to defy
some of the statements of the said Brahmin president and ask
his countrymen, present there, to face the facts in regard to the
position of women in India, revealed to us by Miss ' Mayo in
her book, “ Mother India *, irrespective of her motive in publish-
ing it. But no such pseudo-patriotism nor high-handedness
married the proceedings of this conference. ‘Every one was
given freedom to speak for or against the reform resolutions on
the platform; irrespective of the dissenting voice, whether ex.
pressed by the majority or the minority. - We are extremely
thankful to Providence in having given us Mr. E V. Rataassovivie
Naicker, as the President of this Conferénce

the minority opinion was as sacred as” g
He is one who had the mettle to ' dd

Travancore, who took shelfer in custond'a and stood
by the orthodox Brahmins. - “There, on'more thiati onie- occasion,
he paid the high price of his freedo of speech and action, by
being imprisoned, in order o secute the rights and pivilyes
hitherto denied to the so-called untouchables amd YHdpproach,
ables. He is one to whomSOCiafa,nd Religious ; Reformls not
merely a rosy philosophy ; to him'it memmws ering and
imprisonment. He did ot believe 'in caste distipctions o -

shape whatever. He dia nof adopt the lin of Tty . ™Y
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adk adopt the & t resi
sid the principle of progress by the slow and gradual megy "
e alec Dehave.that this s the first South, Indian Socia

 Relomery Chokerency,
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*opinion, -
tties, in

e, courageously insisted in’ having
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a Cosmopolitan Dinner on quite a new line. Hitherto Cosmo-
politan Dinners meant Dinners arranged by Brahmins, with food
‘Cooked by Brahmins and served by Brahmins. In this Cosmo-
Politan Dinner, cooks "were our so-called depressed class men
and those who participated in serving the food were Hindus,
Mohamedans and Christians. We also had different kinds of
food, vegetarian and hon-vegetarian. There were also some
-Mohamedans and Europeons who took vegetable food. We
“loathed to coerce any one in the name of Offending the F celings
‘to accept one kind of food for the other, No vegetarian Tan
‘away from the Dinner because there were many non-vegetarians

Participating in non-vegetarian food. Real tolerance and feeling
of brotherhood prevailed.

. This Cosmopolitan Dinner must not be mistaken for that of
Breakfasts and Dinners in Railway Refreshment Rooms etc.,

“where a Brahmin or a Non-Brahmin, stealthily or unstealthily,

enters and takes food, prepared by our Panchama brethern and
on that account, claims himself to be a reformer witha great
deal of bravado spirit but without true change of heart. The
Philosophy that underlied this Dinner was the principle* of

Oneness of the Human race and not merely of Eating-together.

'On the whole, the Conference was truly a real reform Con-

férence which inspired rhen and women to-translate their zeal
‘and enthusiasm into deeds and actions and discard once and

for all distinctions based on sex, caste, colour and religion. We

are sure that those who were present at the Conference will work
‘with undying vigour for the cause, for which the w}aole con-
- ference stood in their respective districts, taluks and villages. -

S. M. A, SaMab, ,,
" Secretary Reception Commitice.

«
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UNFURLING OF THE FLAG.
(@) THOSE WHO WERE PRESENT.

The Rajah Sahib of Panagal, Sir A. P Patro, i?le Hgnr

Dr. Subbaroyan, the Hon. Mr. S. Muthlah‘ Mufla iar, R:
D .V Reddi Naidu, Mr. E. V. Ramaswami Nal'c‘kerb ao
B;tha;iur M. K. Reddi, Major and Mrs. Pandql.dl, New.x;an
hadurs G. Narayanaswami Chetty, T. Varadara]uh'l aidu,
Bnad S. Kumaraswami Reddi, Rao Bahadur A, T.'Panmrselvam,
IZ:IIessr:s. A. Ramaswami Mudaliar, C. Jayaram Naidu, T. Sundara

Rao Naidu, Rao Bahadurs Krishna Rao Bhohsle, S. Ellappa
. 3

i 5. S. Ratnasabapathi Mudaliar, Mr. and
I?J};:.tmg;tmzlrf I&II; S:md Mrs. Arya, .Messrs.. K. V.S Ménon,
]. S. Kannappar, P. T. Rajan, K. Rar}gxah Naidu, P. S. uru-
s;;vami Naidu, Principal S. Ratngswaml, Messrg. Narayal.lasw?.crim

illai, E. V. Sundara Reddi, W. 8. Krlshnz’tsaml Na.l u,
Iljjlllafli,tlbra:manyam Pillai, Balasundaram Mgdahar, Mam(.:ka
M'udéliar N. R. Samiappa Muda'liay, Srinivasa Mudaliar,
Nataraja,Pillai, N. Ganapathiar Pillai, T. R, Koda%dira(;na
Mudaliar, Rao Sahib Ranganatham Chetty, .Rac;) Sahadur
Deenadayalu Mudaliar, Chidambaranatha Mudaliar, ;Zlahswamc;
Mudaliar, Mrs. Alamelu Mangathayarammal, Moulana Ma b})n?;
A. Hudda Sahib Pandit S.S. Anandam, M. Supdaramd alAu{
N'_ Dandapani Pillai, W. P. A. Soundra Pandiya Na ar, 1;
Gounder, N. Sivaraj, C. D N - ,.elggi{zilhyaswamx, an

- e o
several others. » i ~ g
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(b) INTRODUCTORY SPEECH

By Mr. S. p. V. SURENDRANATH VOEGELI

-ARYa,
M.A, B.D, S.T.M,

In Tequesting devi Kamalakshi p
Mr. Arya explained the symbol;
Woman, light and Flow

andalai to unfurl the
cal significance of the

€r represented on the Flag. The
Woman was Ayvai who represented culture ang learning in

ancient South India, She was not’ only an apostle of culture and
learning but she was also a social reformer who had divided the
whole humanity into two classes, those who served society and
those who did not do S0- The light represented Grihalaksmi
and to-day’s. Grihalakshmi who is to preside over our delibera-
tions is Mr. devi Kamalakshi Pandatai. The lotus flower stood

flag,

—_—
{c) ADDRESS BENORE THE UNFU

By Dev; KaMALAksH]
Mrs. Pandalai,

RLING OF THg Frac
PanDavLajg,

before unfurling the flag, saig ~*T am
proud of the honour that has been done me in b

cing asked to
unfurl the flag of this Conference to-day. This flag is a symbol
of the ideals which W tvi or and hope to carry out in
the course of the o

18 process of artificial division of
human beings into Communities,

: each excluding the other, has
been going on for so many years, that great many people imagine

427
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; ined by the Almighty and forget
this to .be " atiiac?ffg;tt?x:e()roiaifc’?‘hey enligh.tenment whiciz h?i
A armong the people by contact with the west mst };z
e e o reyes to the fact that if we are ‘to deserve' Ccl
fast opened Outh and honourable people, it is important an
l]ametoioaa‘zgzllil):lte these inhuman distinctions (Applause).
urgen

' ite all patriotic citizens of
. I trqst undeéggise 2?;?3 :‘]soutll?euzdvancergent of our Mothc:-:
this presldenCY ing out all the existing causes th‘ch promote
fand anfi.by Wl(fl) igjustices and thus foster unhappiness in ou;
inegualltIESE ilr; by spreading culture among the mgsg::s ng
soc{?;irréa;cgocie,ty in general to pave the way for a brighter
puri

happier India”.—({Applause).

She then unfurled the flag amidst deafening cheers.
e
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CHAPTER II.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS.

The meeting adjourned to the Hall above.
presented to Mrs. Pandalai, the Hon. Mr. S. Muthiah Mudaliyar
and two addresses to Mr. E.V. R. Naicker, one by the Non-
brahmin Youth League and the other by the South Indian
Social Service League. The leaders were then garlanded and

there was some excellent music by two boys.

(1) DEvi KamaLAKSHI PANDALAL
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(2) Tae HoN. MR. S. MUTHIAH MUDALIAR, B.A. B.L.,
. . ‘ .
MINISTER OF HEALTH WITH GOVERNMENT OF MADRA
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(3) Mg. E. V. RAMASAWMY NAICKER .A\{L.
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CHAPTER IIL

(1) OPENING ADDRESSES. .

By THE HoN. MR. S. MUTHIAH MUDALIAR, B.A., B.L.,
J - W S.
MINISTER OF HEALTH WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF MADRA

MINISTER'S OPENING ADDRESS.

The Hon. Mr. S. Muthia Muda.liar thanked the orga;nz;:s
for giving him the privilege of opening the Conference. . n the
f his address he said .—“In your address, gentlemen,
;Zﬁrliz\; been kind enough fo present to me on thx§ ;)cc33}g:
ial service, and I am doing social service.
i’m;nsz}(’)tlcgrslgigz: Zfs (;Sly social service which I haye done a.r_ldl
I ?io not think I would be able to pitch upon apythxgg as SO(;;]a
ice, unless it be according to the truth as is wr}tten or(; he
;erfu’There are but two castes : he who does set:v1ce, an1 he
h(g) doesnot ", The only caste which any human bf;lng can cl?un
‘g) be in is the caste that serves and I do ngt consider myse y etxs
an out-caste, and I think I have some f:laxm on tha.t groun bo
roceed to open thjs Conference which is to be pr'esmled olver 2;
fhat great social reformer E. V. Ramaswami Naicker. I nee

" not introduce to you Mr. E. V. Ramaswami Naicker. He is

ilians of this province but to
n to all, not only to the Tami is |

k:c?:;e of oth’er parts of India and Ceylon. I‘hl? Conference, I
gm sure, will be ably guided by our worthy President.

i ial service or social reform.

know very little about socia . i
But tIhere are on)e: or two points which Iwould. just ll.ke tfo touch
u;on Social reform has been understood in various senses
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by various people and it is impossible to give a comprehensive
definition of the subject. But to put it in a nut shell, any reform
in the existing conditions which wi]l conduce to the welfare of
the masses, anything which will produce the greatest amount of
good to the greatest number of people must be considered social
reform.  Social reform does not consist in changing the modes
of my dress or of eating or of life. Social reform is the reforma-
tion of my conduct in such a way as the reformation will lead

to some good either to myself or to others, I am sure M, Rama-
swami Naicker has realized thig ideal long long ago.

I do not think there is anything further
say on this occasion; but there are some points which are now
agitating the public minds of this Province. We have now just
had the Age of consent Committee sitting here and taking evi.
dence, and anybody who has gone through the evidence durin
the course of the last 10 days will be surprised at the nature
of the evidence given before it. I do not say that people who

ot actually convinced of the
ard. But what I wish to submit
itis a view which will injuriously
community and the welfare of the
t this legislation ought not to be there

which I can usefully

affect the welfare of the

masses. People who say tha
at all, that it is not for the

' legislature to fix any age-limit, may
be perfectly right, and people who hold the contrary view may
also be perfectly right. But the question is what

according to
The legislation may be there on the

there. Would you, ladies and gentle-
men assembled here, honestly believe that it is not for the wel-

fare of the nation, if children are to be married early ? Legislation

cannot help you far ip improving society. It ought to be the
desire of a large majority of the people to i

and if there be any obstacle to such improve
minority, the legislature may intervene and
Certainly, nobody will say the Indian Penal Code will rule the
society. Before you look up to the legislature for any legislation,
it ought to be the endeavour of everyone to educate the public
and create a consciousness that it is not for the advance of the

community, it is not for anybody’s good to marry young
children. This I consider social service,

your view must be done.
statute book or may not be

ment by a very smalj
remove the obstacles,
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Now, there are one or iwo things whic.h arle agil(t)artltl?i ]‘([)hsi
blic m,ind in modern days, and one thing has Some most
b inently during the last two or threc months.. nd t "
i)g: mtlxestion of drink. There would be no use leglls-latmg; 11111bo1£
mat‘i:r. If I goto my neighbour and gei fl(zest ht;)n ;;Ser:isga ot
and' 3(;1 'aireaioilsgatg(eif. S%%?sdisb esoncf)ial rserv,ice.' Social service is
ilr]l;lthi;lg th}at conduces to the good of even a single man.

i ion in some quarters, in very
There & Somtiasto rzl:bosfolilr;::prfrslzggs;;ess 1S ‘Crllecessa‘ry to the
adtvar qua?ersc,iet Probably, I may be striking a discordant
e ISZ. tl};:@t selfish people are greatest. social rqformer:,'
e thn aneZ’N people in the country who think they ought to
If thlfﬂz ea dvance themselves, I am perfecily sure they kaf'e
vancis th tion. Every man should set hlmsglf to work in
adVanClrn ﬁumﬁalneaa wz;y, to advance himself and society. If every
lrfgle\‘;zeill do so, certainly the nation 1s bound to advance.

ot et st

oME ADDRESs BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE RECEPTION
e CoMMITTEE, Rao BanapUR M. K. REDDY, B. A,
DisTrICT BOARD PRESIDENT, CHENGLEPET.

Mr. M. K. Reddi, the Chairman of the Receptio'n Com-
mittee .reaci the welcome address, which was as follows:
bl

he
i i Gentlemen,—On behalf of t-
. President, Ladies and

R Mtrion réommi';tee, I extend to you a warm welc‘omf1 tIo dtll::;
ngﬁgrence organised under the auspices of the South In
Social Service League.

AN ALTOGETHER NEW VIEW-POINT.

It has become almost a chronic habit wi’fh the profzss?ir;al
liticians of the present day, while addressing their a 1n1.llg.
edicr to paint the past in golden colours and recall a m1 le
a?i: n\;?icﬁ pis no more, with vehemence which seldomlf?txli
?o raise a ripple of laughte.r amongt ht:e ::s‘fﬁzfn rsrg‘r;és ’I:tlea alozs
o amusecl1 Zﬁ Sruct}l:e(;rcczrséor':; aasttrib):lte the seriousness of jthe
. kfll(OW vf:)l:n :.ttempt at perpetrating a conscious fraud which
?gflz :\rzsailleth them on the credulity of innocent people, or an
57
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unwilling anachronistic blunder.

The age they speak of on the
solemn authority of the Vedas,

was not the beginning or middle,

any literary dilettant can haye access and j
historical value. A few works belongin

i vdy was the language of the
Dravidians, by human authors who in their honest way claimed
to be little more than men of women-born, are also available
to the literary critic and historical research worker, It will not

be too much therefore if I confidently hope that the day will
come in the near futyre when, wi 1

by archzological,
discriminating study of availab]

ages, actuated by se
cunning and artifice,

by the Aryan immigrants,
despicable practice wa

s unbecoming in their machi
at the sacrifice of communal

to whom no
nation to gain

regard of facts, how

1 wonder if any defender of the orthodox faith can i

up the gauntlet she hag thrown down and meet her
ARREST THE Decay IN TigE,

What is the Panacea

for all these countless evils wﬁich
tXpose us to ,the mocke

ry of the civilized world ? Let it be

35
THE FIRST S. I, S. R. CONFERENCE 4

Social Reform for those who by precept and practice‘ };i)lfr): (t)(;
rejuvenate their community by allowing a frc?e adrplx1 e
other bloods. For us, however, it shall be a soma}tglﬂex;;:za Ag e
i i the Child Marriage Bill, the Age
burning topics of the day, e o
i i the Temple entry, the proble
Consent Bill, the question of ' > pre o
f Devadasis and such like co :
the untouchables, the menace o ‘ ke could
{ tated under the conditions
not possibly have been necessi : conditions in
i idi tors lived. But the infectio
which our Dravidian Ances_ s of e foten ot
hen we believed in the doct{me of th proph
giglggttlrtzrmered ourselves to the enslaving ?stsmc.t 1of n?lta:ﬁg
imeri isi lves in the Social scale ;
i himeric hope of raising ourse 1e Social
m th?lf be hastening towards complete rum'f\t‘xon if we do not
wieﬁt the decay in time. The question of political advance can
:rrise only in a healthy state of Society, and so long as utre
remain where we are, there will be no beacon light to

- beckon us.

LEGISLATIVE PROTECTION, ONLY HOPE.

Now ladies and gentlcmen, I lea\fe it ‘to your judgment to ‘
devise practical remedies for our social evils. I may, ho_“i'ezer’
t that we must support all progressive legislative
Sugses for in legislative protection alone is there any hope of
measuret?,rl I may recall here that the Aryans would not have
rgdemp Otheir customs of Sati and human sacrifice were lt‘ not
given uF; tive intervention. Gentlemen, the task before us is of
for leglls . lVnitude. We must therefore endeavour to establish
colossa ]ngervice league in every District and Taluk Head-
Zu;:eg;z with a network of affiliated leagues in the villages
2

which will carry on a campaign of propaganda devised to bring

about a Social Regeneration and help us to live recognizing but
one caste, one creed and one God.

A Tamil translation of the address was then read.
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CHAPTER 1v.

———

PROPOSALS OF THE PRESIDENT

BY THE Rasa Saurp OF PANAGAL, SR P. Rama
RaYaNiMGag, M.A,, M.L.C., LEADER op THE
NoN-Braumin PARTY, MaDRas,

The Raja Sahib of Panagal, in requesting Mr. Najcker to
take the Presidential chair said ;—

Ladies and Gentle
the resolution, requesti

the presidential chair.
Naicker, is the greatest
him, the cause of Social

men, —I have been called upon to move
ng Mr. E. v. Ramasami Naicker to take

My esteemed friend, Mr. Ramasami
Social Reformer of modern times, To
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assembled here.

ENT.
Sir. K. V. REDDY NAIDU, B.A, B.L., AG

T nded the proposition. He

Sir K. V.' Redc:in;?ozis(ilgle izc:elect a more fitting perion }:O
declared that it was ion. In the course of his fu-rther r‘emalx; s,h e
P reside‘?n the Ochcoasis er'lgaged in the work Wlﬂl‘whlch tecl i:;
said . One (;V during the last 20 or 25 years is ex;:ec e o
been concerneth ee qualities, and I think you will have fo se? oh
possess two Ors 11'1 tthndia to find another man who can ;1 i::ies
the whole ?f CI)-Iear hear.) May I mention what thoze qu "
those qu'flhtles( ’second’ sacrifice third, knowle gte :;J{ fhe
are? First,courage, anner in which he hasto proceed to 1 0 s
procedure and the m mv Naicker’s courage, I-SUPPOS? nees
work. Of Mr. Ramasa Cg’ He is a real lion; his heart is a_hon.s
not dwell upon ver}%ﬂ;ll{ hc; knows not as anything known .1nh ,;115
heart (Applause)-h ?s not endowed with the courage whlcb ;:
life and a ma;lr; rotobe able to do the work which he has bee
possesses W

doing. i sai t Mr. Naicker was
. : kata Reddi said that Mr, .
Contmu(xingiosrl;a;{/:zny sacrifice if needed and his methods
a person ready

i the sword was
t. He used his pen, as SW
of proceture Wfir:yihz:ciswith greater results, more visible and
used in former )

-more durable.

KUMARASAWMY REDDIAR, B.A., B.L., M.L.C.,
N BAHADUR

o District Board President, Tinnevelly.
istr

Mr. Kumaraswami e i oke 1 il and said that it
i Reddiar sp ke in Tami :
would .be madness 0111 his pal't to recount what all services
1

: Naicker was quite frank
: to society. Mr. _ .
Mr. Naicker had dc(l) ::idowhat he thought and did what he Saldd
in his Opémons :;ulate them all, he concluded, in having secure
He would cong

such a great leader to preside.

a———————
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MRr. A. RamMasawmy MUDALIAR, B.A.

s B.L.,
President, Madyras Corporation.

Mr. A, Ramaswami Mudaliar,

in the course of his speech
supporting the resolution, said —

“ Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,—I do not think I
have been called upon to second thig resolution because it
requires any seconding ; but I take it that I have been given,

ering, a unique

has been carrying on for
Naicker's name is a house the Tamil Naduy,
and I venture to think his reputation has travelled 1o Andra-
desa, Bombay, and the Centra] Provinces (Applause). What is

it that is characteristic of the work of Mr, Ramaswami N aicker,
of his activities it

the last forty years.

Mr. Ramaswami
-hold word throughout

ever Social Reform 1s
What is the distinctive contribution
Naicker to the social service of the
uniquely marked out as the one man

during the past 30 or
IS ago when we were
Reform should proceed on national

I recall to myself those days, and
that has been given to
Mmasses by Mr. Ramaswamj Naicker, and
the generation that is comin
th the then generation.
classes in those days.

d to touch the educated
Carrying his reforms
¢ reformed. He hag
nd ignorant and I tell

Cess, to stir this peacef
ment of the masses, to touch their hearts
work of Mr. Ramaswamj Naicker.,

people hungering and thirsting for |

understood and practised ?
made by Mr, Ramaswamj

g has any
We were refer-
But Mr. Ramaswami
classes. He does not
among those who are
cast his lot with those

organic connection wi
ring to the educated
Naicker has not care
bother himself with
determined not to b
Wwho are illiterate 2
reason for his suc

~that hag been the
He realized that there were

ight and yet more light and
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. to

the light and stirred up their hearts. anlfl a%ﬁ:alseeiret
zleeif a;"::(:jlsoning which is very strong, andasgf;;?ckfrs What can

. friend, Mr. Ramasw Ker.
olithe SUCCC“'bSI;) f? m\le?at c’an bring us nearer tot our g)oallagé
belle.f)ﬂ; l\:vc;raj .than appealing to the mzlss<ist251rl<til ;}:ﬂii X 5(:}1 .
pO ical s . p) TO appea O 1
ic of facts? ! . ¢

betore thiﬁl tllcealxijise their own reasoning fz?cult;lest ;:r-c(;ﬂ;f;n a?-
way tha_t %y That has been the great service t af . o 1
coneusl o ker has done for the ‘cause of chm}fRe orm
swami](;ei\I s:nf:or the great cause of the country itselt.
cons

i i did not care whose feelings he
M Raﬁ?sxxal;mloia:;kgthe logic of things and not to ;clhe
wounded. i CS and the buman hearts. He ha§ gox:e :o he
buman ¢¢ I'Eg uestion of Social Reforrp.. He peheves hat man
very root of the qmation of the great Divinity itself, every man
is the dryme lfnctzll at same Divine Glory. That glory ex1.sts 11r11(
areﬂe.c t(ljoinidoual land every individual ought to assert himse
every indiv

and show that he has a divine glory.

tion of temple-entry
thaf referred to the ques ) )

The Spea;]{e{cker by his efforts, had made it a queshonkof
and how l\?r:.sozial R::form “He has rejuvenated A tl'lteh :;)egeee;
live llss;:d “this presidency in a manner in ngc ials as peon
concluded, ted, drawn all the fire and _enthus Pl
peve! re}uveﬁitiog and of the older generation also. llz/ly krleg ;
Tt Ban ge:z:tmi Naicker, deserves not merely ‘;]h_e t 2::; t: ;!t
Mr. Ramats ratitude of every man who has got his cod o ythis
the fﬁrve? (gA pplause) I have igreat pleasure in secon g

his hear : :

resolution,

v e

Tur HoN. DR. P. SUBBARAYAN Avl,
BAr-aT-LAW, LL.D., B.C.L., M.L.C,,
" Chief Minister to the Government of Madras.
i f his speech,
barayan, in the course o
id Th?‘ (I){I:): thgrg Isr:n sayyfor’ myself and that is that I have
said :—

i 16 that this barrier
i since the age of : :
;h:;ys t;;lal;v:x?d en‘;:; which has been set up in this country
etween mq
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should be removed (Hear hear).

but I have also worked for it That is my only qualification for
standing before you this cvening to support the resolution
posing my revered friend Mr. Ram
From my days with the Congress,
Ramaswamy Naiker, I h
the simple reason that

Not only have I believed it

pro-
aswami Naicker fo the chair.
where I came to know Mr,
ave had a lurking affection for him for

Mr. Ramaswami Naicker is one of those
people who do not mind expressing their views even though it
may hurt the people w

ho hear them for the time being. And
that is one of the qualities which we in this countr
develop, for the simple reason that if on]
the thing that we feel, we shall get onf

hurting the feelings of our

y have got to

aster. (Applause.) By
friends, we are

brahmins. He has come for

cause (Applause). The one gr
attaining the ideal of governin

N man and man (Hear, hear). 1f
every one of this country can thi

am sure, Swaraj will come not
because we deserye it (Applause).
swami Naicker has come forward as the leader of the Nop.
brahmin movement, I know the essence of the movement that
has appealed to him. The great movement, as it was started by
my revered and lamenteq friend Dr. Nair was one of Social
Rgform. It is that rich idea] that has also been exercising the
mind of my friend Mr. Ramaswami Naicker. And it is byt
right that conferences like this '
who really are going to tran
that you pass on paper,
reformation of our socie
tions, but young men w
swami Naicker, will tra

ar

slate into action

I hope, whatever you d
ty will not only remain
ho, I know,

ecide on for the

y we know how to say .
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MR. N. Stvaraj, B.A., B-L.,, M.L.C.,
Professor, Law College, Madras.

Mr. N. Sivaraj paid a tribute to Mr. Naicker’s work for the
betterment of the depressed classes.

REvV. JoHN BITTMAN.

Rev. Bittman said that Mr. Naicker was the [young man oi
South fIzn.dia because of his unremitting labour in the cause o
social reform.

MouLana Mp. KubpbDrI Sauis.
Editor of “Islam " “ A Tamil Islamic Monthly ™.

i Sahi king in Tamil said that Mr.
Md. Khuddi Sahib spea ‘ :
Naiclﬁoru\irao‘:f;d light the way for them to liberty, equality and
fraternity.

o

AﬁDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT.
E. V. RAMASWAMY NAICKER,
Editor, “Kudi Arasu” “A Tamil Weekly"
Editor,” Revolt” “An English Weekly”.
Social REVOLUTION NEEDED.

‘ ing i ing into English of the lucid
following is a free rendering in 1 of 4
Tam'ill‘h:pe(;ch deglivered by Mr. E. V. Ramaswam‘l Naicker as
President of the South Indian Social Ref_ormers Confe':rem.te
which began its sessions yesterday evening at the Victoria
Public Half :

Sisters and Brothers,~—I thank you fo:: the great_honomt'
you have done me in electing me as the President of this ;nos
important Conference. I hope you would. excuse me whelz(rix hsazy
that it would have been more appropriate if yOL,x couf gz:
chosen as your President for this Social Reformers’ Confere

ne who is a more firm believer in social reform than myself.
0

58 /
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For day by day, I am fast losing my belief in social reform as an
agency for the regeneration of our Country. 1 believe that the
task before those who are anxious for the advancement of the
Country and those who are interested in seeing that the large
majority of our people are imbued with the ideals of self-respect,
equality and liberty is not social reform. On the other hand, it
is social revolution born of invincible courage and undaunted

boldness. I have arrived at this conclusion after long and
patient deliberations.

AN ILLUSTRATION AND A TRUTH,

I will illustrate what I have to say by an example. Suppose
you have got a big well which has got a hoary tradition behind
it. Let us imagine that it has been recorded in the ancient
scriptures that “ All sins and crimes will be forgiven him who
drinks even a single drop of this sacred water or sprinkles a few
drops of it over his body, and he will go to Heaven.” Let us
take for granted that the water in the well in question at present
is of such a quality that, if drunk, it might be able to produce
cholera, and if bathed in it would spread skin diseases all over the
body. If that is the case, what is our duty ? An account of the
fact that poisonous insects have spoiled the water, we would throw
some medicine, which would destroy those insects, into the well.
Supposing even after this, the quality of the water remains the
same. Inferring that the water has been corrupted beyond
remedy by medicine, we would pump out the water completely
and clean the well. But if even after this, the quality of the
water remains unchanged, we would have to come to the con-
clusion that the very springs which supply water to the well are
poisonous. What should we do with this well with the poisonous
springs ? Having regard to the tradition attached to it and the
religious veneration in which it is held, would we drink and
bathe in that water and get, cholera and skin diseases ? Or, think
you, would we cover up the well with sand and thus avoid the
danger ? - -

DESTRUCTIVE NATIONAL SERVICE. .

The method of using medicine to cleanse the water and the

method of pumping out the water and thus cleaning the well are '
methods analogous to social reform. The other method is the -

PARAN
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deéfructive method of covering up the well with sand. ‘ It is. in
that sense that I beg to tell you that I am one who is doing
destructive service to this country.

So far as our country is concerned all methods of social
reform have been tried in vain. I do not refer to the sp-c;alled
social reform now being attempted by some people. This is not
true social reform. The much-talked about social reform of the
present day is one of the crafty we'apons‘of the educated ar}d the
wealthy classes who are compe’gmg with one another in an
attempt to gain popularity and influence among the common
people—a method copied from the westerners.

PSEUDO-SOCIAL REFORMERS:

Such methods of social reform are not in.tended to confer
any benefit on those for whose welfare thf:y are intended. These
methods are adopted to serve the selfish interest of the §o-called
social reformers themselves. But thgse whose lot requires to be
bettered always believed in the genuineness of thfase refgl"mer.&
And the result of it all isthat day by day, thc_ur c_ond1t1on is
growing worse, that is to say, they are degenerating into a state
of things from which they could_ not be reformed and uplifted
easily. The chief reason for this Is the fact that th.qse set. of
people who had that attitude of mmd'towards SOC}ety whl'ch
brought about the degeneration of certain classes which require
reformation at present, those class _of people to w‘hose. selfish
activities much of the unsettled conqmon of our socxgty is due—.-
it is these men who are now workmg. anc? beneﬁtmg. by their
work in the department of social amehoratxon. ‘Th.at- is why .I
say that society has degenerated toan extent which it is impossi-
ble to remedy by social reform.

EVILS OF SOCIETY.

" The problem of reformation of soci_ety is different in various
countries. For instance, social work in the west concerns gll
people irrespective of class or creed. In other words, the habits
and customs which require to be reformed are common to all
sets of people. But in our cfount.ry, each class has social ques-
tions peculiarly its own which differ from that of every other
class.
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The most important evil which exists is that which is res-
ponsible for the division into superiors and inferiors in society
on account of birth. This system is unique in India, and such
a despicable superstition has never been adopted by any other
country. Other evils in our social life belongto the group of
blind belief and purblind acceptance of whatever is said by
others. These evils have come to exist in our country on account
of the fact that they have been established in the name of religion,
god and heaven. But it must be said that the anxiety to reform

society and purge it of evils was in the minds of men of
ago. Itmight be said that Buddha, Ramanuja and Tiruvalluvar

were the foremost in their age to attempt something in this
direction. But it cannot be said that in these directions, there
has been any progress which redounded to the benefit of
society from the efforts made from that time onwards till now.
If anyone now comes forward and says thatthere has been
some little change here and some little change there, we
can only say that he has been influenced in his ideas by
the social work done in the west by self-interested people.
In our country, it is impossible for our people to effect
anything by social reform. This is because the sentiments of
religion and the veneration of God have been so inextricably
connected with these superstitious “ideas and beliefs, But this
state of things is advantageous to some sets of people, and that

is the reason, I think, for the failure of the efforts to improve
the condition of the people.

long

REFORM AND RECONSTRUCTION.

The arguments and reasons for the
the false theories have been advanced and all the efforts for the
improvement have been done. It is not an easy task to
enunciate more wise theories or do more strenuous work than
was done by Buddha, Kapila, Tiruvalluvar, Ramanuja and
others. That is the reason why the opponents of social reform
have strong belief in their constructive propaganda.  Though
there is some ground for hope for social reformers be
conditions, the conveniences and the aligning power
in those times have undergone noticeable changes at
day, yet the feelings towards religion and the attity

purpose of disproving

obtaining
he present
de towards

cause the
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gods are such that under the pre‘s‘ent condition§, one tlli lnex{lltabgy
led to the conclusion that it is difficult to eradlcalt.e' e ev(li S thy
social reform. For the feelings toxyards re nglon daIZ‘ (;
attitude towards God have been buqt on thedouri afloll:ls' [:d
ignorant belief and blind faith. Worshipping go out of blird
belief, man has come to accept and live accor mgthot many Ot
the p’urblind conceptions of religion. TOdS?‘Y tih lgnoi{anf
belief and blind faith should be destroyed is mZ' f:l work o

ial reform. It is the work of .destruct‘lve nai iona sell;vxcef
(Sjics‘tined for the benefit of humanity. A comp ete work o
destruction and then a rebuilding of the social stn:ctu?e canml){t
be called social reform. It might be c.alled. reconstruction work.

Those who want to take part in this great work must pe
possessed with a highly strong menta} de_termm._at_lon ?.nd clarity
of vision. Otherwise a mere enthpsxastlc participation merely
may end in egregious self destruction. Because one has.to wgrk
againist terrible and incessant centurtes the reason for it _belng
that for centuries our society has become saturated with the
false ideals and pernicious idea§ and also that this condition of
sociéty is favourable io the interests of alarge number of
B ROOT AND BRANCH REFORM.

e prepared in our efforts to improve society, to
see tgvii g::ts twlZa tl:)ra(‘Pl)ica.te those causes, which have made fruit-
less attempts at social reform and fight those obstacl_es that
tand 'in the way of its success. It is our firm belief that
:hose who want to spare a root here or a branch there would

' never become victorious in the mighty task of destruction of
+social evils. -

I do not accept wila,t some peopie say that continued pati-

ired i i ial reformer

¢ are required in an abundant degree in a socia .

‘Iana(iso réfusiqto accept the statement that there should absolutely
be rio hatred or persistence in this task. .

2" It might seem that my opinions are dlametnc;_i_lly opposed

to.the opinions of many great persons. I admit that I hold

‘opinions which are contradictory to their own. I have consi.

dered with my limited knowledge *pe position of such persons
and their patience, their caution, their calmness and the absence
of hatred in them. I have found that these were due to a lack
of courage and a lack of strength.
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“BREAK AWAY THE BONDS.”

Those who fear the opinions of others, who are afraid to
lose their prestige and unwilling to incur the displeasure and
contempt of some people, those who fear opposition and feel weak,
they will never be fit to become true social reformers. The
reforms effected by such people can never be beneficial to the
country. The true social reformers must not be bound down by
any restrictions. The foremost path towards reform is to break
away the bonds of slavery that bind the people. Social reform
with restrictions and with limitations will be a futile and point
less procedure, so far as our country is concerned

MEN WITHOUT BACKBONES. ‘

People have for a very long time been carrying on this pro-
paganda with caution, patience, love, sympathy, good words and
persuading arguments. What has been the result of their
attempts ? If we think over the fact how long we are going to
experiment on things like this, we will be able to find that such
propaganda is done by people who arc anxious to ingratiate
themselves into the good looks of the opponents of social
reform and gain popularity and prestige as reformers, It 1s
also due to a lack of courage to push onward on the part of such
' reformers,  Some people might quote the opinions of Swami
Vivekananda, Gandhiji and others to disprove our contentions.
I frankly accept that my opinions are opposed to theirs. The
portraits of people who give such opinions are worshipped as
Swamis and Mahatmas in the past, even now and also in the
future. What is the ultimate effect of such opinions on those
who lot requires to be socially reformed? It is not wise to judge
opinions by the beauty of the words or the sweetness of expres-
sion but we must judge them by their intsinsic value and their
resultant effect. I ask: Have we not had enough of the patiencs,
the sweet words and the persuading arguments of social reforms b
I ask again whether anybody can say that such cautious and
persuading propaganda have succeeded in the test of solving the
sufferings of the people and the sorrows of the country. There.
fore it is clear that patience, caution and toleration should be
shown with a view to effect so

view-to earn a name for proverbial cautiousness and patience,

mething in practice and not with a
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THE OLD SYMBOLS.

i form
eople .say: do not in the course of your re

movesr?lrer:i gestgoy the old symbolisms, thg anmerlllt' I;IC:EZ‘;Z a:(i

the hoary traditions and culture. Such things whic , (hese pour

le want to foster are responslfle for ’;};edefrfgel;; on of our

isation of our pe ’

?ountry andthc;er?nczflaglzzflt zvery reasoFr)lable man b.y our propa-

i onk Otherwise, a state of things will come lr}to §x1stex}ce

?agaw:;rh .it will be w’ell nigh impossihle to obtain liberation
ro

and salvation.

For instancé, Ramanuja with a view to reforr?1 slcC)lcu;ty ng
at the same time preserve the old_ syn'l‘bols, cautgh:h o na(:n axtnn Of',
f those who were called “Pariahs _ and pu deth ram on
fheir foreheads and invested them with the sacre : ;‘ea as
to bring about equality in society. The old ?X[m?o st ::-erhey
doubt preserved, but did the peqplepget equality ?
imbued with the feelings of fraternity !

RING OUT THE OLD.

ke the temples of the land. Instead of being a
symblgﬁc:ls attz:ode of the sEpreme being, they have_'degegeratig
into dens of all kinds of iniquity and hotbeds of vice. an i
he case of the ancient culture, the art and the paiuntmgs, it w
be lear that they also stand in the way of social reformation.
at;hzte benefit have the Vedas and the Puranas confef'red on
mankind ? What have the people gained l?y reading the
Bharatham, the Ramayana, Siva Puranam, V1shn;1 Puran'a(.jm,
Thiruvilayadal Puranam, et hoc genus omne ! Cops}i er
whether you do not find in these books doctrines which go

inst the principles of human conduct and human character,
'agac‘lmdo ou think that some of the worst books and worst set of
320' le czuld be guilty of graver wrongs and serious crimes than
‘Soml:: of those mentioned in these books? Also seriously

' t stand in the
: i fact whether these old. books fio no
' ;(:;rsﬁe:oc’:ﬁ r:form.‘ Do not the social reactionaries quote fram

'scri i thorities to support
nd these scriptures and cite au '
:tl:?: lt)(:)};ti:i:n ? It is said that there are some passages in those



448 THE NON-BRAHMIN YOUTH
books which support the standpoint of the reformers, In my
opinion, this is empty talk to deceive gullible people. Some of

these texts have been said to be the direct expression of God
Almighty Himself. It has been mentioned in the Puranas that
the so-called pariahs have been almitted into the temples and
that they have ultimately merged into the Godhead. If we ask
how it is that now these pariahs are not admitted, they say that
the pariah who was admitted belonged to a superior state of
advancement in evolution, whereas the present-day pariahs are
not. I ask why we should preserve and venerate these Puranas
and scriptures. When it is said that no dou
observe the distinction between pariahs and others, but why
should God also observe it—then these people say that the
venerable scriptures are in danger of profanation. [ feel that so
long as the people want to hug these scriptu

res, so long
will they be unable to achieve success in their reformatory
efforts.

bt the peop]e

GOD AND RELIGION.

I have already said that the attitude towards religion and
God has been responsible for the many evils in our society, [
have not come here to speak about God. I think the less we
speak about him, the better it will be for us. So far ag religion
is concerned, there is no paucity of propaganda and publicity.
Every man believes that it is only through his religion that
salvation could be reached. Why should there be $0 much
competition between religions? When we deeply consider all
this, it would be clear that religion is an absurdity. Even ag the
man who does all beneficial things to the people when he
ascends the kingly throne and afterwards intent upon selfish
aggrandisement commits murders, and annexes foreign territo-
ries, even so is the religious teacher who after establishing a
religion for the benefit of the people afterwards canvasses
supporters and adherents for his cause and calls himself the
Apostle of God and the messenger of Almighty.
this, we must accept that there are many gods and
for these gods. When even the existence of o

stake, what about the others? Therefore to co
with God is an absurdity.

If we accept

many agents
ne God is in

nnect religion
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RELIGION AND ITS ABSURDITY.

But if it is conceded that religi(?n is an lnstltutflon t;ro::if

into existence so as to define certamn rule.s and dra 1.cer ai A
aulati for the better functioning of society, then 1t may be
glﬂz}tlonst some consideration. Even then, 1f. the principle 1s
e fed that religion should change according to the needs
i en’lents of the times, but if the word of God or the
e ehings f the Son of God or the doctrines of the messenger
preaChmlgS. C)ht are as sacred and sacrosanct as God himself
o }‘? mflgreyhe should come near them, then the para'm'ount
pi tf erecioal reformers is to abolish and destroy those .rehglons.
%lllxty Orir?giple of Social Reform is the principle of adgptxon to the
h Y pin condition of the times. And so the Somal‘ Reformler
: anlgd gt flinch in destroying at once the thlp_gs which would
fll:)(zuch;?ge according as the changed conditions of the world

require.

SLAVERY OF WOMAN.

The next thing that the Social Reformers should de(;rote th:rllr
attention to is that of the relatlonshlg between man an ﬂx:;o;nun:
In our society, our women are being treated worse !
touchables. Women are considered ‘i; bclaf slav}czsat;)y srzlea; ha)sr

treated. suc
Sods dilcrf)e’ Ga:)lg tsl(l)e ?il;est tt}llgzg that we should do is to destljoy
i ol IZis a g,reat pity that so many things should be foist-
t};at igg. God and that he should survive bearing all these ac-
ed u

cusations.

i i ountry, the position of our women folk is
the lesrsf i;?;’iyc:)tl(zlu;: thoug};;t of. Chastity is consider?d to be
v t duty of women. The Gods that men worship have
i)orem: Smbolised as having their wives on their heads, tongue or
slfgtrxlld)e’rs but the people have not the wisdom to ?reat. their
n wéll. As a result of the slavery of women, their children
rlvomebeen bred up as slaves and the country is under slavery.
Ifa ‘\:e are to be free, we must free our women _ﬁrst. Th(;ly must
be allowed the same liberty and the same pr1v1lege§ as the men.
The women must depend upon themselves for their emancipa-
59
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bonds. Turkey, Afghanistan and China are stand;
where women have achieved their freedom.

After referring to the great tragedy of Indiap widowhood,
» and the crime of untouchability, Mr, N aicker

ions and stupidities of religion
and society,

The Conference rose for the day after Mr.

Naicker’s
address.

S L
dune N

CHAPTER V.

—

RESOLUTIONS.

i i f the South Indian Social
Subjects Committee o outh !
f Th:rs’ Cojnference met yesterday morning in the V: P. Haii
R? 01’;\11/[ E. V. Ramaswami Naicker in the chair, and dlsf:uss;?l
o rl.uti.on; to be moved in the open Co_nference in ttde
e nri:lsgo The following resolutions were unanimously adopted.
evening.

1. This Conference moves that the distinctions between
man a'na man and sexes should be abolished.

2. This Conference resolves that the s.ystem of Devac}a&xs
b abc;lished and strongly condemns the attltuc?e of some of the
nfembers in the Legislative Council on the subject.

3. This Conference resolves that compulsory education

- should be introduced in all the schools without observing any
s

distinction of caste, creed or sex.

4. This Conference resolves that no cult.ural distinction
h ulci be made in University curricula, and liberal grants be
sho :
given to the vernacular chairs.

i i ttempts should
Conference resolves that vigorous a

b msa;del;gliemc:)ve the barriers in getting justice for those .wl}o

a:e debarred from entry into th ,t@mpbgrgg a‘ll sets, and within

the temple all gradational giffEraset®Bonhglished.
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6. This Conference resolves that the British Government

and all Native States be requested to establish maternity and
child-welfare homes in important centers in India.

7. 'This Conference resolves that the adherence of various
religious communities be requested to the practice of religious
toleration between religion and religion and steps be taken to
create religious amity between all classes of people in India.

The second day’s deliberations opened at about 6 p.m.
There was music and two short farces by young boys. Mr. E. V.
Ramaswami Naicker took the chair. Before proceeding to the
other resolutions, he moved a resolution expressing grief at the

death of Lalaji and with his bereaved family. The resolution
was carried unanimously, all standing.

SEX EQUALITY.

Mr. 8. P.Y.S.V. Arya moved the first of the resolutions
passed in the Subjects Committee that distinctions between man
and manand sexes be abolished. In 2 humorous speech in Tamil,
he attacked the caste system and argued in a very convincing
manner to prove how meaningless it was, and proved a means
of exploitation of the masses by the monopolists. He strongly
depreciated the unnatural privileges enjoyed by the differences
between the sexes now existing in the country. The following
three subsections to the first resolution were announced by
the President (a) equal rights for the sexes in family property
(b) after the husband’s demise, all his wealth to go to his wife
(¢) the widow to enjoy all the rights and property that the hus-
band used to have before his death in the undivided family.

Mrs. Alamelumangathayarammal in seconding the resolution
in Tamil that nation, could not advance, unless the women of
that nation enjoyed liberty and equality with men. She
emphasized the necessity for the advance of female education
and equalizing the inheritance rights between the sexes.

Moulana Abdul Khuddi Sahib, in a learned speech in
Tamil supported the resolution and heartily endorsed all the
views expressed as to the woman’s rights and privileges.

o,

The resolution was put to the vote and unanimously adopted.
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ABOLITION OF DEVADASIS.

i institution was
{1 the Devadasi inst
The second resolution about

ing i he acceptance of the
. In commending it to the ac
mov_ed by ﬁMr. ;A;é‘lytahat the Devadasi institution, in ofne ti?gg gr
aﬁ? lenzes Scoemsmon through out the world and was fos y
other w

' i ull manhood. Their mind was
oy Wh(? hadbizgflg tiodzztsautlh?yfindulged in obscene convelf;sa-
filled Wlthb0 ne was their outlook on life. As husbands t ey
tion and o o ives in search of illegitimate pleasures, as priests
deserted their w T to brothels, and as law makers they fought
they turned o f Institutions of Devadasis, advlancmlg

; was society doing with such
isaftey' Va;ue t:};orézsl;erilsa; Instead of avoidiqg them, .11:
imbecié & mofﬁciate as priests, to hold responmblet public
allows t}}em tot Othem to the legislative and other council of the
offices ; 1 eéei Zets apart a number of innocent women to grat;f'y
cou.nt;}’ al:l 1d.esires allows these bodies res-plendasg of Godst
ory these uls ref’lecting the devine beauty to reot away a
glory these SoUnless society decided to protect its mothers,
thglr touch(-i hters against these sexual degengatgs among
wives A ooner or later, were sure so rise in_revolt.
men, Wome™ Shave been opened. Such soc1alYatr001t1es.as
W'O 4 marringe, Devadasi system etc., would no move be premitt-
I e She admitted that there were also women who
o hese o cial evils. But the fight should be waged not
uphddt t?;:; Sobut to protect other innocent females falling
agains )

for the continuance o

victims to their influence.

I d other number
ee enlightened men (an :
Sheilwas grl:ac,ltet: ir? this country than anywhere else) taking tﬁp
the on ag; fvomen’s progress, and they were bound to t\;l:m e
:ihehf 2;‘:)lf;cwhich every true woman would thank and love them.
g

’ ied, “be an example of chivalry and

" Indian mte ; t’hih\::rrllc‘iad,on?: more andpwin the love and

true m aphood 01 of Indian women, but of women all over ?he

admiration not onty opposition remembering that opposition

wqud. Fc:art nct;e overcome. Would you demand the

emst;i cebl;f qur lovely daughters, your own flesh and blood
sacr

to a group of debacles? Why, if you are men with a
0 .
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father’s heart within you, you will rise with one accord against
these ogres. Remember, it is for your smiling baby g%rl at
home ; rest not until she is safe. For the love of India
womanhood, for the love of your mothers, wives and daughte n
my sisters one and all, I propose that this Conference iﬂsisr:’
upon the unconditional abolition of the Institution of Devaﬁ

dasis ™.

‘ Mrg. Alamelumanggthayarammal in seconding the resolu-
tion attributed many evils in this Country to the existence of the

Devadasi system. She appealed to Government t i
the abolition of this pernicious system thou 0 legislate for

ple might resent it. She thought it a good
women had begun to agitate for its aboliti
all to help them in their agitation.

gb conservative peo-
sign of the times that
on. She appealed to

The resolution was carried unanimously.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION,

Mr. T.S. Nataraja Pillai moved the third reg
introduction of compulsory education in X
in Tamil b emphasised on the neccssit?,n OSfCI;Z(;l;tioSnpiakmg
The ignorant masses were labouring under great difficulti Y 51]1.
to their illiteracy. He referred to the excellent work dles gle
the Madras Corporation in introducing éompulsory educ :’tl_le y
many parts of the City. He said that Compulsory E du::f:t{ in
for both males and females was a potent factor in the advanzc::

ment of the nation. He appealed to all to gi (
for the cause. give financial help

olution about the

Mr. E. V. Sundara Reddiar speaking in English seconded
the resolution. He declared that Compulsory Education al N
could help to elevate the depressed classes, Without 300{19i
freedom it was impossible to contemplate national freedoms :111?1
such social freedom could be achieved by advancing educz:.tion

He was glad that education for the depressed ]
to receive the attention of the Public, P classes has begun

Mr. M. C. D. Varadaraja in supporting the resolution in

-Tamil appealed to the public, to advance the edycati
depressed classes. ’ education of the

The resolution was carried unanimously.

l
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RIGHT SELECTIONS OF TEXT-BOOKS~

Mr. Sami Chidambaranar moved the fourth resolution. In
his speech in Tamil he emphasized the importanf:e of the right
sort of education to be Imparted to the impress_lonable young
minds, and for that purpose the judicious selection of teachers
and books. He said that text books of the present day were un-
able to give the needed education to the children. .He appealed
to the leaders to devise new next books so as to achieve the issue

ends of education.

Mr. J. S. Kannappar spoke in Tamil and seconded the
resolution. He referred to the superstitious beliefs blindly
followed by even the so called educated, orthodox, section of the
people. This sorrowful state of affai_rs was due to .-th»e certain
text books prescribed for the education of young children. The
bad selection was due to the fact that the Text Book Committee
was dominated by interested persons. The only salvation for
the children lay in their leaders evincing more interest in this

matter.

Mr. Arya supported the resolution in a speech which evok-
ed peels of laughter from the audience. He advocated educa-

tion which suited the intellect.

TEMPLE ENTRY.

The fifth resolution was moved in a short speech in English
by Mr. K. V. Menon. In the course of his speech Mr. Menon
said: “ Gentlemen” this resolution does not require many words

from me to commend it to your acceptance. It is perhaps the

" only resolution which does not require the assistance of any

outside body for its enforcement. We ourselves can work it
out. Hindu religion, as it is professed and practised in Southern

India, at the present day, is a religion honeycombed with grada-

tions and degradations. We have as a result of these gradations

and degradations any number of inequities prevailing in our
society. Among these inequities one is that our depressed com-

munities are prevented from entry into temples..

Now let us for a moment consider whether this distinction.
which is invidiously maintained in our temples is teally a pro«
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duct of Hinduism. For one thing, I shall refer to the practice
that exists in that great centre of religion, namely Benares.
There, in the temple of God Viswanath, absolutely no caste
distinction is observed, no section of the people is debarred
entry, and all have got equal privileges and status. When that
15 the case in the very central place of worship for the Hindus
of India, why should that practice not be followed in our own
province ? It is all a question of prejudice and superstition. If
once you bring yourselves to the conviction that a temple is a
place of God, a place where our common Father is, it is only
logic and plain common sense that all children of God should
have free access to it. If we the Hindus can be so hard hearted
and cruel minded as to deny to a section of our people the right
of entry into temples, we must certainly think that we have
fallen to a very considerable extent on degenerate days.

The speaker then referred to the conditions in Malabar and
the agonise to which the depressed classes, in term which he
included all Non-brahmins were subjected. He referred to an
incident in Madura where even the Trustee of a temple was

treated as one lower in social status than a beggarly Brahmin
widow.,

“ Why should you give preference to the Brahmins above
others? It is not only the depressed classes, as the term is
applied, who are discriminated in the matter of temple entry ;
all of us come under the same category of discrimination more
or less. I think it is the duty of every one of us to see that entry
into all the temples is made free and unrestricted to every
individual in the land. I do not think any reform is practically
possible so long as you want to achieve it after getting the con-
sent and approval of the people ; you cannot secure the consent
of the masses unless a certain amount of pressure is brought to
bear and that pressure can effectively be brought not so much
perhaps by educating public opinion or by the mobilization of
the popular mind in favour of the reform, as by the application
of some little force, even physical force. Because the masses
can be easily manipulated and manouvred into any side of
action by the entrusted up-holders of obscurantist opinion, I

suggest that steps of the kind we are accustomed to many not
suffice in future, '
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In this connection, the speaker referrqd to the shameful
incidents at Kalpathi and how the reactionaries had sought t}le
help of professional “Gundas " to prevent ‘t‘he Arya Sagla];ft
Ezuvas passing through the public roads. I still hope.: , the
speaker concluded, “that it may be possible by lepdlng our
moral support to workers like Mr. E. V. Ramaswami Nlaucker
and his friends to get the rights of x}ot only the depressed classes,
but the rights of everyone and allnm every respect. 1 commend
the resolution to your acceptance.

Mr. N. Dandapani Pillai, in seconding the resolution,
strongly protested against the unfair treatment agcprded to the
depressed classes in society by withholding the privileges which

they had a right to.

Mr Narayanaswami Mudaliar supported the resolution a.nd
endorse:d the views of the previous _speakers. The resolution
was duly supported and passed unanimously.

THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS.

As it was very late the President himself moved the rest- of
the two resolutions. He gaid that social reform was not a thing
unknown fo India even in olden days. . It was common to the
India Society throughout the ages; social reform- could not be
brought about by mere legislation. A {'eal heroic soul should
appear fo revolutionise society and bring about the needed
reform. He did not believe in patient waiting and moderate
views. Social reform should be fqrced on the people whether
they would have it or not. S:oc1ety should be roused to a
sense of its rights and then social reform was an easy matter.
Brahmin domination had degraded society t.o. such an gx.tent
that it was very reluctant to advla.nce agd religious supeljstn?lous
formed an almost insuperable ;impediment. Free scope the

speaker said, should be given for the proper exercise of the

human intelligence and it should not be cramped by belief in
meaningless customs.

All the Vedas were the creation of the Brahmins to serve
their own ends. The Brahmin defined a Hindu to be one
versed in the Vedas, and Brahmins said that no other class

60

»
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except the Brahmins, should study them. What was the natural
inference? With such people how could society advance ?
What was the use of making vehement protests against Mayo ?

It must be the object of people to work for improvements and
not make mere protests.

The speaker deplored the existence of a section of the
Non-Brahmins who blindly followed the Brahmins and stood
up against all kinds of advance. This was the result of Brah-
min domination which should be done away with at the earliest
opportunity. The Non-Brahmins should first root out the evils

amidst them before they proceeded to find fault with the Brah-
mins.

As for giving free education to the depressed classes, it
must be accompanied by substantial help from rich people to
relieve their poverty. He further appealed to society to organize
itself and by its own accord to do away with behind supersti-
tious and meaningless customs. He advocated temple entry
not with a belief that god existed there, but as a revolt against,
the existence of that intolerant custom. He finally appealed to

all to act up to their word with sincerity of conviction and
honesty of purpose.

CHAPTER VL

et

COSMOPOLITON DINNER.

We do not believe that in the interest of Indiaim N a'fio_nal
Unity and solidarity, much can be achieved py mere inter-dining,
But what we do believe is that it is high time to put an end to
the notion that eating with people of different castfes- and races,
either degrades or elevates. It is decidedly a percinious, wicked
and immoral theory that eating together with people of other
castes, religions and races affects the intellectual, moral, a.nd
spiritual grouth and devolopment. The theory of pollutlon
places a low premium on the value qf }'mman beings and
psycologically suppresses their personal d.lgmty of on one hand
and on the other, develops a morbid passion for tyraglslng over
people and attaching an unwarrantedly conceitgd notions about
their own superiority. It is not my own opinion of the mat-ter
but it is an historical fact. Wherever the theory of pollutl-on
was accepted as an ethical and religious principle of life,
there existed tyranny, oppression and slavery.

Therefore we advocate these cosmopolitan dinners to make
people feel and believe that there was nothing very dangerous or
immoral in coming together at a common table to break_thelr
bread. This must be treated as a common and an ordinary

affair in our everyday life without getting excited over it.

Undue importance, for or against, these dinners, is simply
ludicrous. We must not make ourselves intolerable fools by
trying to obtain. Sasthraic authority for a very simple af_fa.ir of
dining with men and women of other castes and other religions.
If customs, sashthras or religion_s, th.reatens to ostracise people
for dining with others then it is high time for us to do away with
those customs, sashthras or religions once for all.

The cosmopolitan dinner organised under this Conference
was a complete success in more than one respect. First of all
we were under a very serious apprebensmn that it would be a
failure because of the kinds of dishes we have decided to

supply.
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CHAPTER VII.

————

APPENDIX No. 1 LETTER FORMS.

R. K. SHANMUKHAM CHETTY, M.L.A.
HaWARDEN, Race COURSE, COIMBATORE.
My dear Reddi, 24th November 1928,

Man I

Social Re};otf;l;]r( s for your kind invitation for the South Indian
instants. I régrets Conference to be held on the 26th and 27th
I am unable to a: erytmuch that on account of other engagements
tell you that I am Cept your very kind invitation. I need hardly
ference. T have lln entire sympaty with the object of the Con-
gress of naﬁonal'a ways he!d jfhat the great obstacle to the pro-
life political e ltsm in India is due to the fact that in our daily
hand.  An unCox remlsm_and_ social reactionarism go hand in
very essential ‘;’P:EfmSlng ﬁghf against social reactionaries is

aving secured n this connection I must congratulate you on
Naicker as the PmY _esteemed friend, Mr. E. V. Ramasamy
relating to soe- 1resmeﬁt of the Conference. On all matters
word of what lféah reéOf m I am in entire agreement with every
the cause of ref as been saying. The work that he has done in
say without ex orming Hindu Society is of immense value. I can
more to advanagiftlon that Mr. Ramasamy Naicker has done
years'than all th t Lo Luse of social reform dvring the last five
quarter of a ce : as been done in this direction during the last
of a missiona ntury.  In advocating this cause he has the zeal
doubt that he Ty lland' the fearlessness of a prophet. Ihave no
right line Will guide the delebrations of the Conference along

s. I'wish the Conference all success.

Yours sincerely,
- R. K. SHaNMUCKAM CHETTY,
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J. VENKATASWAMI NAYUDU, L.m.s.
(RETIRED) BERHAMPORE,
21st November 1928.

To

The President,
The South Indian Social Service League, Madras.

Dear Sir,

I thank you for your kind invitation to me to attend the
South Indian Social Reformers’ Conference to be held on the
26th and 27th instant, and regret my inability for obvious reasons
to respond to the call. I may, however, assure you that the
League has my full sympathy, and that my prayer for it is that
the coming Session may be crowned with huge success.

. Yours faithfully,
J. VENKATASWAMI NAYDU.

THE INDIAN LABOUR REVIEW,
SULLIVAN STREET, COIMBATORE,
25th November, 1928.

My dear Mr. Arya, .
I am really very sorry I am not able to come to the Social

Conference. I have no doubt however it will be a success, as
every honest effort in that direction, undertaken with the right
motive is bound to be if only because it helps those who make
it. In all your efforts to make the world a better, cleaner,
sweeter place to live in. I am with you every time.

Yours fraternally,
E. KIRrk.
Dr. Mrs. ANNA THOMAS,
LapY DOCTOR, BANGALORE,
(Cantonment).
e ! 24th November, 1928.
My Dear Brother, :
It is very kind of you to have remembered us in the midst
of your heavy responsible work in connection with the Con-
ference and sent us & letter and the invitations. I regret my



462
THE NON-BRAHMIN yourn

inability to be present for th
_ ¢ pleasant functi
heavy professional work which cannot be u;cf:;;oned W
- We wish

every success to the Conference, which :
e h ;
under the distinguished presizlen C;C O;S obu(;und to be success

Luther of India, a true refor : , Tightly called th
X mer et . €
practices what he preaches fo ot ;Zr:'pzrzt and in truth, and whe

May God guide all the nob]
Conference, with wisdom, soun
for the cause of Social Reform.

May I bring to the native of
resolution ?
The cause of Maternit i
cau ¥ and Childwel
comes within the purview of the Con?;eréize
efforts of Lady Goschen and other workers in ;fa

N owing to very

e souls who come to
. gether at the
d judgment and real earnestness

the Conference the following

work, 1 believe,
Thanks to the
dras, much hag

Will the Conference be pleased t i
ing resolution 7. ¢ Thisp Confereoncceonissldz;?si:gtiss gll)eofliuot;w
gi;a;m:*’gdwim the work of the Maternity and Childwelfar
Covormrt tocci):]mtt'? to-day and therefore requests the Local
e . Stitute a special Department for carryin
15 work, and also requests all the Indian States in 4 'ying on
derfcy, all the District Boards, all the Talug Bo c;ls bresi-
Union Boarqs and all the Municipalities in this Prar'ds 211 the
open Matert}xty and Childwelfare work on the lines esidency, to
the AllIndia Lady Chelmsford Maternity and s&?ﬁ;ﬁiﬁ by
are

League, within their respective are
qualified Lady Doctors", as» under the supervigion of

I trust that this will meet with th
e
ence and some will be found to move it xpr;o; zlbz‘fmg;e Confer-

Yours sincerely,

ANNA T
S. P. Y. SURENDRANATH V. Arva Esg HOMAS,
*3

_ President
South Indian Social Service Leag:m,

Madyras,
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« RUPA GRUHA™
RAJAHMUNDRI, 206TH November. 1928.

My dear Uncle,

Your letter with such big letters to hand. Thank you very
much for the same, for I know how busy you must be now. ' 1
would have gone to the conference even without that special
invitation from you had 1 been keeping good health. Even
yesterday I had another attach, to day 1 am free but we all.

Praying for every success in all you

1 remain,
With best regards to aunt and herself,
Yours affectionately

R. KRISHNA.

r attempts.

ammrn——

Rao Sasis T. KADIRVEL NAYANAR,
,Retired Tahsildar, Vellore.
26th November 1928.

Dear Sir s
) ’ ratulations for the -success of the Conference.

~ 'Hearty cong _ .
This is just the time for passing strong resolutions and speedy

action in practical reformation. .
Yours sincerely,

T. K. NAYANAR.
To Social Conference,

h> Honorary Secrefary:
The o Y \Victoria Hall, Madras.

r—————

TELEGRAM.

Sorry unable attendance my wife underwent operation -
nce success heartily support abolition of distinc-

. wishing Confere : port
tive caste title suffixes effective organisation and propaganda
essential for our cause. Please congratulate Minister

S, Muthiah Avergal for granting representative appointment in

Registration Departments.
' VAIsU SHANMUGAM CHETTIAR.
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LIST OF DONARS FOR THE CONFERENCE.

Mr, C. J. Naidu
» M. K. Reddi
Dr. S. Muthulakshimi

» Venkatswamy Naidu (Perambur)

» Martha V. Arya, m.a.
Mr. Kannoo Pillai

» P. Perumal Pillai

Dr. Duraiswamy Pillai

Mr. Duraiswamy Iyengar
T. A. Ramachandra Rao

Mr. P. Ranganayagulu

»» A. Manickkam Pillai

n C. A G. Swamy

» Bittman
» Paul Appaswamy

»» V. Alwar Chetty

» S. G. Sadagopa Mudaliar
» C. M, Kanniappen

» C. R. Manickavely
Dr. Mrs. Anna Thomas

Mr. R. Ranganatham Naidu

»» S. Papiah Naidu

» Subramanyam Pijlaj
Rev. Dr. Asirvatham

Mr. Chengalvaraya Naiker

w S, Kunjithapatham Pillai
» Vaisu Shanmugam Chettiar

Rs. A,

N A Wt
chooaas s

[~ -
O ADOXLOOODPOOO ODCOCOODODOCOCO OO

gcuuounwo.—u&uuumcﬁmu‘u

——————

Total .., 260 4

WSy Sy

CHAPTER VIIL

et

+« COMMENTS.

SociaL REFORM.

| One of the Important problems that would bear any amount

. of discussion is the question of eradicating the pernicious evils

and flagrant abuses of society. This task is bes?t wi.th consi-
derable difficulties and innumerable obstacl‘es. Lspecxallly ina
country like India, the task may well nigh seem an ";llﬁs-
sible one. The'social reformer 'who Is anxious to see a better
order of things prevail in sociely is confronted Wlt'h the tremen-
dous opposition of vested interests as well as the mnat;,I consell;;
vatism of the people. His task is a thankless task. He wou
have to encounter the antipathy of the ox:thodox section of the
community, the ridicule of the conservatives, and the abuse of
the reactionaries. He would be denounceq ‘as an enemy of
religion and an opponent of custom and tradition. .And hen_ce
it is no wonder that with many Qeop'le .th? qgestxon of social
form is still a subject of academic dlSCUSSI?n ..rather than one
rf; ’ ractical politics. It is, however, a gratifying feature that
gon}f)erences and congresses are coming more _and more to
te their attention to problems of reconstruction of society,
?;:ggh it cannot be denied that very often they pass resolutions

i\ on aper and test content with that. Many of the social reform
o ?eagers who guide the deliberations of such conferences happen

to be mere platform orators. Some of them have the moral
courage to practise social reform within the narrow sphere of

their own homes. But it is very rare to find|personsiwho haye

61
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thrown themselves into the vortex of
paganda for the cause of the amelig
naught for the ridicule of the few or t
It is not often that we find men lik
Naicker who are imbued with the z
enthusiasm of the youth, the courage of the soldier,
the conviction of the martyr,—who are leading the vanguard
of those reformers on whom depends the future of Hindu

society as well as the advancement of the Indian nation,

That was the most important thing that gave the South
Indian Social Reformers’ Conference

. which met in Madras
a few days ago an added significan

importance to its deliberations,
enthusiastic guidance of Mr. Naj
some of the burning questions of
the absorbing topics of the hour,
demned the attitude of some social reactionaries in the Madras
Council in opposing the legislation to reclajm the Davadasis
from their present deplorable condi

tion by absolving them of
their duties to certain nnstitutions j

withowt prejudice 1o their
vested interests. It resolved that the system of Devadasis
should be abolished, Resolutions to remove the distinction

between man and woman in the matter of inheritance, succession
etc., were also passed.. An eloquent plea was put forward at the
Conference for the cause of temple-entry by all Hindus,
irrespective of caste and sub-caste, In the course of his con-
cluding address, the president laid vehement emphasis upon the
crying needs of the hour and touched upon  the salient features
of the Hindu body politic which required reformation and
reorganisation. The evils of caste system came in for a good
deal of rightful criticism by the various speakers at the
Conference. It is a vita] necessity that those who are out to
destroy evils such ag these should never flinch before opposition,
and there is no doubt that the band of enthusiastic workers
. who follow the lead of Mr. Naicker will stand firm ang true to

the great ideals of the greatest renaissance movement in India
and carry out into practice the sentiments given expression to
in the Conference for ridding Hindu Society of the poisonous

fungi that have grown under the shadow of tradition and under
the shelter of religion. o

a raging and tearing pro.
ration of society, carin

he opposition of the many.
e Mr. E. v. Ramaswami
eal of the missionary, the

Under the able,
cker, Ahe conference discussed
the day,and concentrated upon

The conference rightly con-

energetic, and

" and achievements 0
ce and an additional

" Bahadur

ons
arty congratu aly

: t at the
ian Social Reform Cogferenfrehzhwgesgze to be
South'mdla%l-c Hall last evening );n the first place,
Victoria Pu ;or more reasons than On}f'siastic propaganda,
Congrat;ﬂattggir strenuous efforts ?“‘é ;n; :ery large number of
thanks to round their fia . - this fact was
they were able to ;alggld women of the provmcg123 dth;i tﬁe ol
the educatedb mfhe huge audience that asstf:mere they in their
tesﬁﬁed to S iondly’ S0 sincere and Carnef ‘Swecure as president
Yestirdagh'e caeuse that it was €asy f(;r ttl}imerginence, distinction,

I for : ker o )
ﬁ?ihe Conference 3; (;ZmlEW% (eRamaswami N a1ckcr% t }?Ss:u\:rgz

r. Xn v. . to O O
i Naicker is one
. Ramgsawmi Nal t unless they
world knOV\’Sfcl é\i;{y g:?nselves with any movertx;eef; devote to it
would never 1 inced that the time and en?riied no sympathy
are wholly conv Mr. Naicker has, indeed, d to them
to waste- re lip-service laid to
would niot g0 for success oft me : ntially a
with caus:fs fhast f:i};i through the press; }il‘;r ;Snzsfonest; as
from plattorms 2o his passion fpr sincerit) toriety-
practical worke_ﬁ ;:l?e no truck with hypohcrztecs i?iw:;ce that
: the Lo
such that he w1 the very fact that s head is a
Naturally Naicker at its hea

hunters. day has Mf" : as a result
commenced ytesxigate{fcr work is taken "?1;) hat?scliled through
guarantee.bfhat;ons of the Conference vxgl ‘en;;y reason why
of the .dell eratt ner ‘Y, Nor 1s th’_S N ,O their credit
with vigo}lr and efeelg proud of their WOI;x. nTgble o it

the organisers nlz?xj(’)wledged that they have bee

c
it has to be 2

ince
inent persons of the provin
ral prominen cial
the sympathy. of‘ Se:gdeavour to prorpote ﬁhe fcalisg cszl esgag :
on behalf Of}\;thel;{amalakshi Pandalai, who “;tgr z)onferencei
. IS ] i ho openedithe ;
democracy hiah Mudaliazr, wh
the Hon. M1, S. MUtlhlgi;. K. V. Reddi, Dr. Subbjarayan,‘lgfl?:;
the Rajah Of/j‘P 2naga ami Reddiar, Mr. A. Ramaswami Muc
” Kumarasw spoke on the resolution proposing
hers W:Oir——}—)all these are leaders of great Cx{nﬁulfgﬁg
St cxponens o o0 LT, T
rediicd . &L - may very we s
Z;?nigﬁcin this.tgmég:&:;—enz(;nd );ts labours would undoubtedly
that the

in the fight for social purity
thereforS; openinig of a pew stage 1

We oﬂer our hC

tiar and ot
Mr. NaiCkef
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and reform—a stage which might well prove to be the beginnin

of the end of the_ age-old inequalities and iniquities tha%c 0 8
made our province to be regarded as the most benighted :Vg
backward of all provinces, from the point of view of sicizl p;lo

gress and enlightenment. To the oth
' er f
ence we shall refer in a subsequent issue catures of the Confer-
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CHAPTER IX.

———————n

ADVERSE THE INDIAN SOCIAL REFORMER.

A Welcome Move :—The Non-Brahmin Party in Madra; has
been criticised for neglecting social reform in its fzeal for po It;csf
f its finest minds have fallen away from it on account o
So'mleaose We are glad that it has resolved fo leave no further
:!cla;sm fir .such criticism. It held a Social Conference in Madras

1 1ast week presided over by Mr. E. V. Ramasamt Naicker. The

v alled the first South Indian Social_ Refor_mers’
ggrr:ﬁz:;r:ccz:,‘gvficch is chronologically and etymologically incor-
rect because Social reformers have_ h_eld severa? Cpnferences pe-
fore in South India, butis gratifying as evincing a growing
sentiment among Non-Brahmin leaders to slough off their com-

unalism. The list of reforms advoca_ted by the Conferenqe
i tically the same as that of previous Conferences. This
rt p;acccession to the social reform movement is a sign of the
e: i e::rceasing recognition of social reform as the fundam?ntal»
i:edu:)f the country. There is one remark of Mr. M. K. Réddy,

. the Chairman of the Reception Committee, which was based on

i ' truth
isapprehension. Mr. Reddy referred to the'
afcomftzxetfh:; WI?:‘ contained in Miss Mayo’s “ much-maligned
g é?{u' The resentment provoked by the book is not due to the
O .

‘ i in i t to the broad infer-
: ‘otherwise of the facts stated in ft’ bu .
’ter:;ilsoge(f)ieciing on the Indian and particularly the Hindu race

ligi i is right, it is no use holding Social

ligion. If Miss Mayo 1s right, '
ér:)(riiff;e:ﬁces to set things right, because, as she says, Hmdus.are
incapable of achieving any progress and are saved from extinc-
tion only by the existence of British rule.

1st December, 1928.
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