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*“ Discipline and lovally, collective ar}d indiV'idual;
are two of the foundation stones on which the great
edifice of Scouting has been erected. Remove either of
them and the edifice sooner or later will topple to the
ground." (Selected.)

Discipline in the Scout Movement.

U.s.

1 Chief says in Scouting for loys « Disci-
pline and obedience are as ‘importzmt as
bravery for scouts and for soldiers.” An.d again,
« By discipline, 1 mean patient ol)ed'l‘ence to
authority and to other dictates of duty.

We must have some kind of order in our
r

activities, they won't arrange themselves. We
must have one to whom we can look for guidance.
We must have something which will bmd\ 171s
together and set us to work for progress. ' .7\0
must be confined to certain channels of activity,
and not be allowed to spread ourselves promis-
cuously. about over the whole world of social
progress. 1f we are so spread, all our force
would be cxpended and our powers for good
“dissipated.

So, we have a Policy, and Organjsation and
Rules.

1)

So, we have a Chief Scout and a Council and
Comuissioners and Scouters.

And it is up to every one of these to confine
our activities in the right channels.

What kin'l of discipline do we desire in
Scouting > The answer to that question is
geing to take a much longer time in telling and
it will be necessary for me to deal with it point
by point. :

But, first of all, we have got to have two
factorsclearly determined. .

So far as scouting is concerned, Discipline is
not an end in itself, but isa road to general
well-being. Every member of the Scout Brother-
hood, from latest-joined Tenderpad to the Chief
Scout himself, is ever mindful of the happiness
and comfort of his companions, and rather than
do anything detrimental to the commdn wel-
fare, he will without any hesitation suppress

(e
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any dosites and wishes of his own, That is
our At

So for as the individual Cub or Scout or
Rover is concerned, the object of the Sz,:qutux'.&:
teaching discipline is in the interests ol the
boy, not in the interests of the scouter.

Scout discipline, we say, is ins‘pu‘tf’xl‘ ﬂrom
within, not imposed from without. his s
only a balf truth really, and the sawe fialf
truith is applicable to alt kiuds of discipline,
whether inside the scout movement or without.
TFor discipline to be inspired from within, a
lead has first of all to be given from without.

There are many of us who draw comparisons
between Military Discipline and Scout Discip-
line to the great disadvantage of the former,
but I affirm that those who understand the real
meaning of discipline when it'is applied to the
soldier are in a position to teach us a lot.

* i

The keynote then of the lead to‘be given in
regard to discipline fram the nutside iz sympathy.
The wotd is derived fromthe Greck and means
‘to feel with! The Scouter must [eel with his
boys, he must place himself in their position, he
must see things through the.u' eyes, he mugt
grasp their point of view, th'eu‘ thoughts, their
feelings, their difficulties. The Scouter must
be a Cub or a Scout or a Rover tumself' ﬁrs} of
all in spirit. » He himself should be inspired
by an ideal—the ideal of the highest form of
Leadership that it is possible to conceive

The attitude the scouter should adopt towards
his Scouts is one of complete trust—confident
belief in his boys, If nothing else did, our scout
law places thut obligation upon us, z}nd, out of
a2 somewhat wider experience than Scouting, {
can assure you that the policy of trust is the
best possible policy any one can adopt in any
walk of life, With such an attitude towards
them, and in such an atmosphere, the Scouts
will rise to the highest level to which they can
attain, T .

Before I go on to details, 1 _feel I must
support as strongly as I can, Miss Barclay's
plea that *there should be in every scout a
genuine sense of respect for the office of scouts
master, just @s in every British soldier there is
respect for the officer. * This sort of respect ™,
she says, #is a tradition as old as ‘cxval@at;on,
and has nothing to do with servility,: it 1s a
spiritual thing. It has not yet came fully into
its own in the Scout Brotherhood ; and uutil it
does, we ghall not have a genuine and reliable
discipline . . . . Thereis oaly one way—
a right tradition in the whole brotherhood and
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right public opinion among the boys .
Honour, the good turn, the law of clewnness,
already have only one intepretation, only one
standard.  Why not discipline 27

Now what [ propose to do is to set up a
whole line of negative signs, and to balance
them thereafter with a few positive dircetions
If I did not compress in. some such way all
that there is to, siy on this subject, 1 should
keep you here all night, :

Ifere are the negative sign-posts then : —
Don't give unuecessary orders which are merely

irksome.

Don't give hasty, ill considered orders which you will
immediately regret,

Don’t give vague, iil-defined orders which veil your
real intention. .

Daon't give orders in a lond, discourteous, or a sarcastic
manner which strains the loyalty of your hearers,

Don't give orders. for the sake of just giving orders
when the boys can get along without them very
well,

Don't give orders which you are not in a position {o
carry out.

Don't try to justify ot conceal any mistake you yourself
may have made ; in so doing, you lower the digaity
of Scoutmastership,

Don't lose your temper however hard you are tried.

Don't be insincere or sarcastic,

Don’t pretend not to see: if you do, you will immeliately
lower standards aud secure a poor apinion of your
own powers of ebservation, if of nothing else.

Don't play for popularity by being slack ot by relaxing
discipline,

Don t allow favouritism to creep iu.

Don’t punish if there is any other way of helping the
fetlow, and inauy case avoid callective penalties.

The whole lot of thuse are all comprised in
the unwritten eleventh Scout Law-—4A SCOUT
IS NOT A FOOL.™ '

Let us now look for th:signs which tell ys
the road to follow 1 — ; :

Be straight. This is the one thing in-the character of
a leader that counts really ; no amount of ‘ability,
knowledge, well-meaningness or cunning, can

_ passibly make up for not being straight,

Be Prepared. See that your programme of work or
play is ready beforehand and id suitabla for the
purposes you have in view, and is also suitable

© ta the mentalities ar.d desires of the boys,

Be punctual and expect a similar punctuality,

Set an example in your dress as well as in your

manners, '

Show appreciation.
standing, trast.

Make judicious use of the Patrol System 1hroughout
your scouting, as emphasising co-ope-ation, sgif-
reliancewad trust, : :

expectation, enthusiasm, under-

e Mﬁ" I L T o

Insist—quite esmphatically—on fair-play stﬂ;\-ﬁﬂ?@! B I -

Ty
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Obey the Scout Laws yourself and especially the fiest,
second and seventh.

Utilise the Scout Taw as a definite code of conduct to
which appeal can be made, but be careful in your
appeals, for, to most boysgthe scout promise and
the scont law are sacred things, not to be roughly
distarbed or [requently alluded to,

Appeal to each individual boy to live up to the highest
that is in him, by leading him to an understanding
of what scouting means.

These are eleven positive directions—2a good
number—so, [ will not add any more arrows
to the quiver that evory scouter should carry
with him.

Even with these instructions, your journey
will not be easy, you will encounter all kinds
of difficulties ou the way which will have to
be met as they occur. Of some you will be
forewarned by a sign left lying on the path,
others you will meet quite unexpectedly.

1 might suggest one point to be considered
when such difficulties are encountered.

SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT. 387

First of all, think belore you act. Consider
the problem from all its aspects before you
endeavour to find a solution to it. Ask your-
self, for instance, certain cuestions :—

Am T to blame? Was my treatment of the
individual wrong ? Am 1 myself somewhat out
of sorts or irritable or worried ? Is the boy a
bit out of sorts? His he met with a disappoint-
ment ? Has he been kept standing about too
long ? "Is he being forced to do things which
are forign to his interests ?

When these and similar other questions are
asked and answered, then you may be in a
position to tackle the obstacle and overcome it,
I cannot suggest how you are to do that, it all

depends upon the obstacle and where it is
situated.

(The application of Scout Discipline to the
diffevent aspects of the Scout Movement—next
month) ‘

As Others View Us.

lN the modern world, a new achievement in
" brotherhood is being made by certain
groups, -whose bond is neither a common
nationality, nor a common religion, lIs it
possible for individuals to unite oh a basis of
Brotherhood, when that basis is not fostered by
a common nationality ? The answer is abvious
when we look at the Boy Scout Movement
throughout the werld. Does any Boy Scout or
Girl Guide in a Jamboree think of nationality ?
It is sufficient to be a scout, to have brother
scouts on all sides of you, understanding you
and working loyally with you. Infar more
magnificent ways than most people realise, the
scout movement is the practical realisation
among Dboys and girls of a truly universal
brotherhood . Universal brother-
hood is a practical and not merely a sentimental
possibility. But for its succees, every kind of
com petition must be given up. Universal brother-
hood is not possible as long as there is any kind
of religious rivalry ., .., It is indeed
possible to worship God in the way suited to
one's own heart and mind and yet not look down
upon or patronise all other ways as supzarstition
or less dear to God.

Already then, Boy Scouts aud Girl Guides
and Theosophists have made a powerful nucleus
in the world of Uuiversal Brotherhood. But
note that they have done ‘it by transcending

" nationality and religion. Not that nationality

- Who can boast that he is wise?:

and refigion do not exist, but they are subordis
nated to Brotherhood. ’

e

Surely, it is possible to be a patriot ot to
love God and yet be utterly just to those of other
nations and religions 7 But how shall we achieve,
this perfect justice ? Can we notsubstitute for
many ¢ Fatherlands' and ¢ Motherlands’, one
¢ Brotherland’ ? Then 1 think we shall find a
way out of war, and the Golden age will cease
to be a dream and become a reality.

The DBrotherland of the world is the great
dream- of the future. Speaking both as a
Theosophist and a Scout, I think the solution
of all our problems—political, economical and
social—lies in one faith, that we must not only
believe in the Brotherhood of Humanity but
also make whatever sacrifices are necessary to
achieve that'end. For just now, there is one
tragedy affecting the whole human race, That
tragedy has been well described by a clever
American in the following lines :—

Here lies the tragedy of our race ;
Not that men are poor,

All men know something of poverty ;-
Not that men are wicked ;

Who can claim to be good ? -

Not that rgen are ignorant;

SF

But that men are strangers.. -

(Continued on page 38&-) s
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WoeLF Cuss ¢

Th.e; First Three Months in a
Wolf-Cub-Pack.

IT is supposed that the Cubmaster has paid
due care to the several initial steps to take
in the matter of recruitment.

In the first place it is believed that he has
set himself the aim: “ to take in hand as many
small boys as he can manage—(Just as many
and not more) -successfully and to provide for
them a practical ideal of life, a system of work and
Play and sevvice, a « spivit”, a rule which shall turn
out each tndividual a master of lsmself, a brother o f
his fellowmen, a child of God.” :

In the second place, it is believed that he has
convinced himself that the Chief’s scheme has
been cleverly planned to achieve this all-com-
prehensive aim and that it is calculated surely to
succeed. (The sure means is to undergo a
Cubmaster’s Course.)

Thirdly, we hope, that the Cubmaster sub-
scribes to the view ‘‘to realise our aims, we
must lay aside all our preconceived ideas as to
education and the training of children, and
_begin simply, humbly and faithfully to carry
out the scheme that the Chief has unfolded in
the Wolf-Cub’s Handbook,”

Fourthly, it is believed also, that as the next
step he has not failed “to procure the Wolf:
Cub's Handbook (latest edition) and read it
‘through, as also to make himself familiar with
Scouting for boys.”

Fifthly it is believed that he has « sat down”
‘and “ counted the cost "—at least made himself
sure of the fact that his motive is simply the
«carrying out of his pledge taken on deciding to
become a member of the Brotherhood of
Scouts. It is hoped that he ha< realised that
two evenings a week, Saturday afternoons for
Pack meetings and a good deal of one's spare-
time in devising schemes, learning things which
one is to teach, preparing schemes for o 2's
meetings, making up the bodks and registe;s
calling on parents, looking up defaulters, is jugE

what is required of kim, as alto | .
im, as al<o the sec
a Clubroom, curing of

has 1o blay

[SEP.

Sixthly, if th:re is re
! X nt to be paj
expenses {0 meet he m ¢ paid and other

bility of raising funds i
belor t'clkinggfurther’saiggst,hls must be faced

Seventh, he must get into to i
representatives of thegChief, thet llcl):::::l ‘Svel::l:et;l:e
and t[.le Commissioner. With the enlistmen{
of their sympathy, the first steps are over.

Next, he must be scrupulous about the
methods.

After deoi ling the character of his Pack as to
whether it is o be a ‘controlled’ pack or an
“open™ one, the wise Cubmaster scrupulously
chooses his first boys.  The nucleus of a pack
should be good material.

The best way is of course to get into friendly
touch with oue who is in charge of boys.

In choosing boys he bears in mind that the
best age is 9 and 10 and that 11 is rather too
old to make the most su cesful kind of Cub;
etght too young for the first members of a Pack.

Then about the Parents: He managesto keep
them informed fully why the training is given
and what is expected of them. .

Your firsé mseting wi:k boys, of course, ought to
have given them an idea about Cubbing; You
probably ¢ described to them the greaf ¢ brother-
hood’ in which hundreds of boys like them are
having the time of their lives. You probably
referred either to the Zulu Boy or to Mowgli’s
life-story. You probably described, too, some of
the jolly things they do, games, dances and the
stars they work for and earn, Tracking in the
woods and the idea of a Camp some da Y
explained about thcre being a Law to ke);' 03
a Promise to make and observe.” pan

When you have chosen your T,
velve ;o
}1nfold to them the wonders of Cub-craft t'Yl(l)u
ing about what they are about to beC(;me’ o

——

The Cubmaster's Work
For Tue kst Thrge Mo

| The C/M. has a lot (o do.
1¢ has to study and faithfully
L. Cubbing by v.C, Barclay

2 The Jungle B
aoedungle Book by Rudy:
3. The Wolf Cubg’ I{e)tllx(lll)l(()gll\}rd Kipling:
As these books are ’
on the eve of o
to be thumbed

V. C. Barclay,
Cubmaster's Oy

I\t every l:

NTHS ©

In the first place
follow ; —

s :}lso the books for reference
\e‘ly Pack meeting just as much
as the Book of Cub Games by

\a” these four books must be the
n,

ust investigate the possi-

' 2l(':k meet.ing each of thes2 books ;
a part besidey Story.Telling, hand
. -k
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work, and Boy Study. The last is the job
the responsibility for which is the C/M’s own
in his capacity as a Nation-builder. «Character
Training for Wolf-Cubs’ and the chat on Wolf
Cubs in W. C. H. B, is the book to help him,
here.

These are the indispensable books for
perpetual study and ready reference all along
the life of a C/M. A C/M who has no occasion
to resort to most of these books just previous
to a Pack-meeting is one who does not under-
stand or feel his responsibility fully.

Thus at every Pack meeting there must
be :—

Games to play,

. Badge/Star work to do.

. Jungle story to tell or dances to execute.

. Some yarn to tell, probably aided by a Story.

Some taste of serious work and of the joy of having

made something with the boy’s own hands,

. Add to these some song taught or some play-
acting or rehersal of a portion ofa big show.in
prospect.

The above ought to be normally the nature
of the Programme of Puck meetings. It must
never be forgotten that the immediate aim of

each Pack-meeting is the enjoyment of the Cubs.

Frequently during the first three months, it
would be well if the Cubmaster put himself the
following questions :—

1. Does every boy enjoy Pack-meetings ?

2. Does every one of them give the grand Howl
with zest ? :

3, Does every one feel proud of beinga Wolf-Cub?

4. Does every one of them look upon every othér
of them as knit closer than others.

5. Does every one of them carry the Cub-Spirit
home, and does it tell on the Parents? (This
entails visits to DParents and the ealistment
of their cooperation]. _

6. Does Cubbing mean a serious thing to them?

or

Do they feel the Cub-law in operatiou at Pack
meetings and does the Promise mean a real
thing? and is every one of them keen on Good

Turns? ) .
Imagination and Zeal alone can devise means

to secure these ends and Cub literature ought to
be found very helpful in this respect.

THE SYLLABUS.

Next as to a syllabus for the first three
months on Cub-work, it is clearly put in Bar.
clay’s Cubbing : _

‘The Tenderpad Subjects:

1. Grand Howl

. 2. Salute

3. The Law

4, The Promise

5. The Uniform

U'I-F-U-'t\:.‘"

(=)

are expected to be run on
matter covered during'the
first month of probation,

/
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at the end of which comes the choosing of the
Sixers and the Seconds of the Pack.

Tue InveSTITURE CEREMONY !

Then takes place the Investiture ceremony at
which the Cubs become real cubs.

The FIRST STAR SUBJECTS :

Being simple, these are best taught first to
the Sixers and Seconds alone by C/M, and
through them to the rest, the responsibility and
importance thereof being given to the Sixers:
The Sixers must first be consulted upon the
Pack doings thereafter, such as enterfainments,
outings, etc. At each- Pack meeting the Star-
subjects must be coached by Sixers at a parti-
cular portion of the meeting.

The idea of Stars (Chief Scout’s Handbook
Page 59)—to be explained by the C/M.—The
Sixers and Seconds to be taught directly by
the C/M: and each Six to be separately equip-
ped with materials for learning the First Star
subjects and these materials to be entrusted to
the responsibility of that Six. Finally the Tests
to be conducted as competitions, A week- ok
two before the end of the three months the
Cubs must be individually tested by the C/M.
after tbéy have been iustructed by Sixers and
deficient Cubs to be turned down for making-up
their deficiencies.—This is in main the work -of
the first three months, in respect of Cub-Tests.

(More next month) (Mang)

( Concluded from page 387.)
~Itis only the few who have lived the dream
of ‘Universal Brotherhood vho realise acutely
this great tragedy of inen—that thy live as
strangers. How long shall that tragedy last,
and men say quoting only one half of Kipling's
verse—— . B
** Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never the
twain shall meet, - S 4
Till Earth and Sky stand presently at God's great
judgment seat,” : i
The tragedy will last till men learn to quote
the second half of Kipling's verse as follows :—
** But there is neither East nor West, border, nor
breed nor birth, . Vi
‘When two strong men meet face to face, tho' théy
come from the ends of the eacth."” C oy
I think the future of the world restain the
hands of those few who are sufficiently strotg

"to transcend the narrow limitations of ‘rdoe,
creed and color, and as true % Scouts " * Blaide
the Trail” to universal Brotherhood. ' .- 7,

£
JR VR ' SR

\ (C. Jinarajadasa in the « Theojo phist
. Lo Al‘.u'\fz‘.}”‘

,
A
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Ancient Indian Education and Scouting.

A Coatrararive Stuopy,

« The Seout Movement is a \Western plant
which dovs not find a suitable growth in the
[udian soil ” is a remark often made by those
who always think that anything good to other
countries cannot be good to India and her
children. [ have gften heurd this remark made
by some friends. So, it i$ necessary that we
should ourselves be clear, as people interested
in and intimately connected with the Movement,
as to whether this movement is, in its esseutinls
eastern, or western as it is thought to be.

The cssential features of the Movement {o
my mind are as follows :—1It is cssentially an
educative movement and is ou2 of the recognised
methods in which education is brought to the
youth of the country. It is education learnt
through a life in the open. Its chief method
which is peculiar to itself and which makes it
superior to every other modern system is that
its instruction is by internal expression and not
by cxternal impression, Here instruction is
not to the masses but to the individual at the
hands of a person who is more an elder brother
to the instructed than a teacher and lastly it is
by personal example. Let us now consider if
there was any such system of imparting know-
Jedge to the young in ancient India and if it
did, does its moathod bear any rescmblance to
that of the Boy Scout Movement ?

To find a parallel to our Movement of these
days, we should turn back the pages of Indian
History to a period much older than the
Budhistic period when great universities and
viharas with 5 to 6000 students flourished—that
is, the period when the hermitage was the seat
of learning in India. Then, the boys were being
sent from the age of 7 to the asrama of the
hermit who was, by his age, knowledge and
example fit to equip the boy with the capacity to
* paddle his own canoe’ when he euntered upon
the voyage of life. These asramas were
situated in deep forests, probably by the side
of a river, where there could be no possibility
of distractions incidental to town life with all
its crowds and other disabilities. The boys
played, worked and lived amidst thlure, in the
open, in ideal camp atmosphere. They had all
the adwantages of open air life in consequence
They had an intimate knowledge of nature in
all its 'aspects~—plant life, weather lore, animal
life all these were familair to them. They were
essentially friends to all creation, _plants and
animals, recognising the fact that life was one

and nniversal v cretion, Ther W was one
of continual joyful scouting for knowledye,
health, happiness and service.

The next point to be considered 1 ahout the
fact that education was by internal expression
rather  than by  external  impression,  In
this aspect the ancient system of cducation
of the young bears a very close vesemblance to
the modern method of stout training, The
Guru like the scoutmaster of the modern days,
never stuffed thoughts or ideas into the minds
of his disciples. At any rate, modern schooling
is supereminently guilty of this, Volumes after
volumes are learnt by heart by the pupil and
the teacher does his very hest to stufl more and
more matter into the brains of the taught. The
result being the boy never thinks for bimself,
but is able to repeat pages after pages of other
peoples’ views on a given topic. The ancient
Guru gave his teachings in the form of short,
pithy, epigrammatic texts—sttras as they were
called and left the pupil to retlect and elucidate
the idea for himself in all possible ways. The
duty of the guru was to help the boy in ar-
riving at his own interpretation of the text by
first hand ways. Taking the scout law, wes
find that it consists of ten such pithy epigram-
matic texts or sutras, wonderful in their brevity
and directness and the scoutmaster is expected
to leave the boy himself to realise the signifi-
cance of these lexts by his own life and conduct
in camp, in daily life at home and outside
among his friends and surroundings, with the
result that the thoughts, reasoning and i}ustra-
tions were the boy’s own. The personai
example of the guru was also a living example
for the boy and these combined with the boy's
own realisation of experiences, never failed him
in an hour of need. ‘T'his niethod of education
involved the necessity of the guru being in
constant touch with his boys and a clase and
intimate study of cach individual boy in regard
1o his aptitudes, capabilitics and defects, This
kind of study necessitated the samilness of

numbers of the pupils and that is one of the

features of our movement also emphasised by the
Chief himeself in bis own words « Start small
and keep small”. There was thus constant
opportunity for the full and complete develop-
ment of each individual boy and the asrama life
which was none other than our camp life in
extenso, helped in the constant touch between
the teacher and the taught.

1928.7

Loy purposes of boy study and training,
usually all boys can be divided into groups which
are based on the temperaments of these boys.
These cau be classified as: Forceful,  Intuitive,
Intellectual ot concrete.  Contlicting.  Abstract
—philasophical. -~ Davotional. ~ Artistic.

A boy who comes under the forceful typs
will always be turbulent and full of spirits.
He has the qualities of leadership, provided his

“qualities  are  well-directed  and regulited,
Harshness or snubbing would ruin his good
quadities and he may b: a fatlure, Such a boy
hs to be tamed so that his qualities of domim-
tion, revolt against authority, want of team
spirit might all be converted to the good of
the boy and others. Ilerein comes thé value
of the Puatrol system. The boy is put in
charge of a ptrol and given a great deal of
responsibility and made to understand that
much is expected of him. The boy realises
himself from within and by experience that he
will be uosuccessful apart from his awn patral
and thus directs all his superabund wt energy n
making his purol efficient ‘and thus educates
himselt, Qualities of adaptability, looking at
others' point of view and value of team spirit
dawn on him and muke a responsible individual
af ki, What is exemplified of one type may
also be done with respect to the other types but
that is a vast subject of psychological interest.

The ancient Gurus realised the value of such
classification and by such means found out the
differences between their pupils and applied pro-
pet methods of education and instruction in each
individual case. The number of pupils they
tacklod was necessarily small and thus they had
fulf and free scape to carry on intensive work.
The modern.day mass .instcuctional methods

never found a place then as they do not in the -

Scout Movement now, The result of this was
that each pupil realised by self-expression what
he was destined for in this world and fitted
himself for such work under the guidance of
his guru, Some became sages, some teachers
some warriors, some statesmen and adminis-
teactors and some evgr kings, but all had one
thing in common, i.e., they had come to such
a state after self-efforts applied honestly and in
congenial surcoundings, aided by a sympathetic,
preceptor who was more an elder brother to
them all than an Ichobad Crane. If this is not

the identical method of education advocated by -

scouting, and if our Proflciency Badge Scheme
is not a powerful instrument in enabling- the
boy to discover and choose a life career for’
himself through hobbies, we are very sadly
mistaken.
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The sacial life and relationship that prevailed
at the asramn was a wonderful example of the
fourth scout Jaw.  In the asrama, princes moved
like brothers with commoners and they were
all made to cultivite the spinit of service,
co-operation and love. These pupils shifted -
for themselves and worked for the upkeep of
the asramyi and the comforts of their gurus.
Everything was in the hands of the pupil and
the tife that prevailed was one of corporate
effort for the benefit of the community—the
asruna. The lifein a scout camp or a scouters’
camp may b: familiar to many of the readers
and we leave them to decide whether scouting
has anything in conmon with the ancient
asram4 ideal and asrama life.

The life of the guru was a standing example
to the boys. H= was a hero in th2 pupils’ eyes
and they had the greatest veneration and
confidence in him, Nt was this veneration
or confidence unjustified. The guru lived such
an exemplary life that no lectures on ethics or
morils were necessary from his lips for the

' boys’ conduct. Wherever an opportunity for
quist, unostentatious service came up, thege the
T gura was, quietly but effectively directing his
pupils, His optimism was infectious and his
perseverance praiseworthy, The joys and
sorrows of the pupils were his own and need it
be said that the bays went out into life with
the picture of their hero, tha guru, dseply
engraved in their heart! What does the Chief
‘Scout expect of every scoutmaster? Are they
not the same gualities which .the ancient Indian
gura had'?. - .
~ The foregaing gives most inadequately, it is
true, some of the reisons in favour of my
contention . that ancient Indiwt educational
methods were in essence the same’ us scouting
rusthods today, - But if some people would ask
a question, * Has scouting fulhlled its aim?",
the pressnt occasion s neither approprite nor
conveunient to give an auaswer, Only let us
remember thit we have drifted so far away
from the beautiful ancient Indian method of
education in ths Asrama, and that the Scout
Movement is an earnest; spportune and welcome
attempt to go bick to that ideal which gave us
so many great thinkers, and doers in the past,
If it takes time for us to go back to thatideal, it
means that scouting has to contend with and
overcome so many obstacles in its way, but
with honest, sincere ind perssvering workers;
the time taken to achieve the ideal aimed at by -
scouting would certainly not be so long asthat.
taken for our slipping away {rom the asrapi -
ideal of the past to the prasent ideal of me g %
¢ education’, whateve it inay be.. .(T. BG}
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’My dear G.,—

Now that your boys have come to the end of

fthe Second Class course of training, it is time

r‘ you examine them to see which of them deserve

the Badge.

You know that you yoursell can =xamine
them for this Badge. There is no need to
submit them to an “independent examiner ™
but being keen about the game as you are, 1
know you won't make it an easy walk-over for
the kids. Yes, it is quite a good idea to be as
stiff as you can possibly be, and mind that you
question the boys on every little thing they
have to study and not merely touch on one or
two things here and there,

Well, the best way to bring ths importance
of the test home Lo them is to fix up a time and
plice for the same, and then go through the
tests as formnlly and in as business-like a way
as you can manage, forgetting for the moment
all you know to the credit (or discredit) of the
boy who is then before you. Make a careful
note of the impression the boy produces and
ultimately decide.

And when you come to decide, decide pretty
stiffly, Make no compromises. Let not mercy
influence your decision. When a boy has got
through, he must feel and every one else also
should feel that he has thoroughly satisfied the
requirements, It is better to err on the side of
over strictness than on the side of over
leniency.

And I need’nt’ tell you that there should not
be the least room for suspecting you of favouri-
tism | “Caesar's wifetmust be above suspicion”;
and' should you even be suspected of being
partial with some of your boys you can never
afterwards hope to rehabilitate yourself in the
good opinion of your boys. And that will
ultimately spell disaster to the Troop.

And as regards final results, you should

- realise that itis all the same to you whether

all, or some only or none do pass. If you find

all up to the mark, do not feel bound to

disqualify one or two from -any exaggerated

nations of efficiency. Nor are we akin to the

Indian Civil and are bound to accept the highest
2

-as you know.,
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Letters to a Would-be Scouter.

few. We are on the contrary concerned with
the individual and if he is as an individual
efficient according to our standard, then we
accept him. That is all.

When you have finished the tests for the
boys, it wouldn’t be time yet for you to take in
the next lot. If I were you, I would continue
for some little time more with your present lot
of twelve. 1 kuoow it would be far more
exciting to have three or four times that
number parading up when you arrange for a
rally. DBut we aren’t out merely for excitement

And it is the boy that wa always
keep thinking of.

Don’t forget that your present lot are goiig
to be the P/L’s of your Troop, that is to say
some of them. And if ultimately they are to be
any good as such, you would make them
thoroughly efficient, won’t you, while you have
time. And besides, the Patrol Leader has to
teach his boys every thing for the Second
class and the First class Badges. Unless he
knows his subjects thoroughly he should look a
silly ass when he tackles the things with his
comrades later on.

So, get along with the Fist class course of ins-
truction also immediately the second class
work is over. You must get your boys to know
that no one is a Scout unless he is First class,
that is to say a full blown scout.” A Second
class scout is after all only second-rate, & sort
of half-baked stuff, which is neither here nor
there. That won't do.

When you have a few First class Scouts, or
at any rate when you have taken them through
about three fourths of the course of instraction
for that badge, you can take in a.further lot
and redistribute your Troop into fresh Patrols,
giving responsibility to boys who have by their
grit as well as by their efficiency qualified
themselves for leadership. :

Best of luck !
Your sincere friend and brother Scout
SeortED Dove,

(Theve « Leiters™ by « Spotted Dove™ will
appear in book form very soon. Ed, S.I1.B.B)y
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IN the previous issue, were given details of how

the Rover-to-be was handed over to the
Mate and Second of the Fatrol he will ultimately
join, and it was also pointed out that the Leave-
taking ceremony was essentially a scout
ceremony, and so was conducted in the troop
in the presence of his fellow scouts who bade
him farewell.

.. The Recciving Ceremony is logically the
second patt of the ceremony but owing to its
importance it is given a place of honour among
the Rover ceremonies. The Receiving cere-
mony need not be conducted on the same
evening as the Leave-taking. A special day
and time will have to be fixel beforehand for
this function. The Rover-to-be,is now in charge
of the Rover mate and second of the patrol he
‘is to‘be in when he is admitted into the move-
ment as a member, but in case there is only onz
patrol, wo Rovers are specially appointed Dby
vole of their fellows to take charge of the
candidate. It does not mean that they alone
«are responsible for the candidate for his early
career in the crew before being presented for
{ Investiture, but that they are especially res.
ponsible.-

The ceremony its:lf should be simple, formal
and serious, because, the likelihood of the
prospective Rovcr being impressed by first
impressions and experiences is very great.

On the appointed day and time, all the Rovers
‘assemble in the Den. The Rover Mate and
Second or the Rover Leader and Senior Rover

COVERING

ROVER CEREMONIES (Continued.)
THE RECEIVING CEREMONY.

Mate, preferably go outside and waijt at the
door for the arrival of the new fe .
soon as he arrives, they welcome him and take
kim into the Den.- Having taken him in t{he
. 3
anunounce th1t he has come with the idea 0);
joining tht'a crew after dye prepavation., The
candidate is then anded over to twa s‘evi l
selected Rovers who will act as his Sk;)onsor);
till he is enrollizd. Before being handed over

to thgm, the tover Leader tells them in the
candidate’s hewring what they havs to do in the
training of their ward. The sponsors receive
him formally and shake hands with him and
introduce him to the rest of the Rovers in the
crew. The ceremony, so simple, can be
extremely solemn and inspiring if well planned
and conducted. But nething will be effective
if the Rover Crew itself isvot well organised
and disciplined an ' ther: is parfect confidence
and understanding between the Rover Leader
and the Rovers. Thus the supreme need ‘of
sound organisation in the crew is necessary.
After formal introduction to the rest of the
crew, the candidate may join in any activity
that may be going on. This ceremony is
valurble in two ways—it makes the old hands
see that careful preparation is necessary even

llow. As

for the simplist of functions and makes the .

aspirant see thut he lias to consider carcfuily
_the step that he is going to take and that it is
not an easy joke{u join up the Rovers and
carry out the Rover ideals and that it requires
all the self-discipline and preparation that cne
can put into the job.

[STP.
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Things would be considerably faciitated for
the candidate if the Rover Leader or Rover
Mate gave him to undzistand clearly the rules
and simple constitution of the work of the
particular Rover-crew before they hand him
over formally to the care of the sponsors.

The ceremony is practically the same for
those who have never before been scouts, but
only in their case, there will be no Leave-taking.
The ceremony has to be evolved for this purpose
and we invite suggestions from our Rover
Leaders as to how such a ceremony can be
conglucted or has been conducted by them in
their crews. In sending in their suggestions,
may we remind them of the fact that the
standard set should be high, otherwise, the
ceremony is not likely to have much effect on
the prospective Rover ?

(to be continued ) . (N)

SERVICE (iil)
(Continued from laSt issuc.)

These are the chief items of scout service.
As we see, almost all of them are within the
easy reach of every Rover Scout. Provided he
has a heart that feels for others and a mind
that is ready to work, there is nothing probably
standing in his way to tackle any one of them.
But it is only when he sets out in quest of
service outside the Movement that he is brought
face to face with many problems. Taking it
for granted that he has got theactive sympathy

and helpful cooperation of the community, he

still finds himself quite unable to cope with their
needs, simply because of the lack of adequate
and well-grounded training. Then again, there
are a few Rovers here and there, well-trained
and qtite fit for the job, and yet we see them
quite helpless and useless, either becapse they
have had little chance sufficiently to know and
realise the local conditions or do not have the
necessary amount of go and enthusiasm to take
risks and do great things. Not even the
personal example amd the solicitation of the
Rover Mate and Leader will be found quite
enough to hook them in. What is hdwever
wanted in such unfortunate cases is actually the
driving force and impelling weight of "an
organisation—not extraneous, but one of which

- they are part and parcel. So then, in brief, the
chief factors that decide the success of any items

of our public service are an adequate training, a
careful study of the field in which the quest is
going to be, a cheery and overflowing optimism
to venture out for a great and lofty ideal, and
last of all though not the least by any means, an
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able and definite organisation of which the
Rover is an indispensable unit.

In these days when the Rover Patrols are very
few and far hetween, self-seeking and self.
centred, working independently of one another,
there is nothing more valuable and more urgently
nceded than an organi ation that can bring them
together periodicnlly, and heip to tone up the
bond of open air and service comradeship, The
present deplorable isolation of the patrols looks
to me as one of the strongest reasons for the
very slow progress that rovering is making in
our country. It is therefore high time that we
awoke to the situation and organised ourselves
into a powerful body so that we can putup a
united front against the evil forces of lethargy
and disservice. - Taking a district or a local as-
sociation as a udit, we can easily form a district
or association troop consisting of all patrols in
the specified area. Such a troop should be led
by an able and well-qualified Commissioner or
Rover-Leader and its affairs managed by a
selected committee of Rovers themselves. It is
the duty of the Committee to plan out, encourage
and control all Rovering activities, specially
including the program 'of service outside the
Movement. For one thing, we may gét into
touch with the various public service societies
either official or non-official in the d'strict or
association area, and help much to provid
suitable jobs for the quest. :

Considering every Rover Crew by itself, they
would find it very helpful to have one. of their
pals appointed a Jobmaster, and it must be his
special office to explore and utilisé the various
possibilities for service in the town and neigh-
bourhodd. There is to this suggestion another
alternative.as well. Which is, for the Court of
Honour themselves to set up a small committee
and entrust them with their service programme.
However, in both cases, it will be wise to secure
the cooperation of the district organisations, if
there are any working and carry on our job in
unison with them.

Individually every Rover is strongly exhorted
to think very carefully before he embarks upon
any form of service. Either because he is
requested and persuaded by his Rover Leader
or because he cannot find anything else, let him
not make a hasty choice of anything and fail
in the long ron. Let him first go through a
searching self-examination and then proceed to
tackle the job for which he feels a real taste
aud aptitude. This step he can take very easily
In consultation with his Rover,*mate  dnd’
Leader. , B R
(To b’e continmed.) - (JI ‘M)
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Night Scouling.

ANY boys suffer from «a fear of the dwk. Onr

purpose is to hélp them to overcom: this {ear

and to appreciate and enjoy the noises of th: night.

Towards this end, as in all Scout-activities, there s
a progressive method to adopt. '

A helpful caution is this: No night practices should
go on at late hours, and that they should not be too
frequent. One night during the annual camp and
possibly another couple of nights at other times of the
year will probably be sufficient.

* PR B w®

In the beginning, practice Night Scouting by day.
It is done as a game with the help of crepe masks, of
only one or two thicknesses ; the number of thicknesses
of material can be gradnally increased till a pitch dark
eftect is produced.

e
3 E'3

Start in well known places, even the school-yard,
and gradually introduce the boys to strange patches of
ground. After the Night Scouting game has bheen
practised many times by day, then, and only then,
one may begin to think of Night Scouting proper.

* i B . *

To work progressively again, start off with night
practices by Troop or Patrols, ina bunch, gradually
reducing the numbers until Scouts can go out in pairs,
Then, after a lot of practice in pairs, each Scout who
is fit may be allowed to go on his own.

Nt
i 8 .

The Night Scouting Game : How it is played: Take
two patrols of Scouts: one mask for each Scout;
black cotton crepe folded into two or three tiiicknesses.
Place the two patrols at opposite ends of a small
coppice or wood ; make a signal for eachto approach
the other ; if any Scout touches another friend or
foe, he is dead,

£ x* B

Difficulties to overcome gradually thro’ the game
are loss of direction and loss of touch with the other
Scouts in the Patrol, To guard against the former
the Scout must be taught fto snofe thic direction of
wind, and to prevent the latter each patrol should
agree upon a common signal among themselves,

* Ee * ®

1f you are standing up and your opponeant is crawling
he js sure to spot you out—so keep low always; The
secound note of caution is "' Don't behave like a bull
in a china Shop''; Use all the tricks of clever
stalking,
u ¥- %k %*
Stalking tricks : ** Carry your brains in your boots."’;

{i. e.) Walk nofselessly on the whole flat of the foot,
knees bent, feet pointing straight forward, Second,
wmake usc of natural noises:« Try to be a leal ora
bough of a tree, or even agoat in some places (but

pever ap elsphant }~-that is, mask " your movements

under cover of the natural i :
atural noises of ) . .
you are. the thicket where
5 *

~ Can you never imitate an elephanl? Yes, you can

crthe nse of your staf ;. With it you can (é'\ly'n 1" 1‘

of you as the elephant does with hig tru‘nk o ql ot
» i A * "

One more useful hint:  ** Forg

and be all cars ; one devige is re

for keen hearing ; i. e, to stuft

into one ear before starting off,

+
¢t about your eyes
commended by some
a piece of cotton-wool

So much for the Night Scouting Game : Then as t
the enjoymeat of night Scouting itself ag a source oct"
joy. It may be the terror of the Tenderfoot >’ says
one ' but nothingis so captivating for the old S;:o?zt
who has a marvellons chance of developing his senses,

all of them, even that of sight and above all to trajn
bis character.” -

* o i

The eye casily becomes accustomed to the dark :
bence never make use of a light unless you have to
examine aun object closely. .

The beam of an electric torch helps you fo see only
the spot ; it does not help you to take in the surrotinds
fngs to give you an ider where you are, Further it
betrays you even at a distance,

i Ed K B4

Then, in an inhabited place never venture upon
unfamiliar short cuts ; very likely you will be bringing
upon yourselves the painful consequences of tres-
passing.

* * . »

Your movemeuts should be so quict and regulated
that even a sleeping dog might not wake up. Other-
wise an ynchained dog may take up prompt acticn
And one dog awakened in the dead of night mean;
thousands of dogs barking all around the country and
the 1loise is sure to give you away.

L . L]

At night " follow the right road.” Much better
follow the long road which yeu know well rather than
a shert cut of which you do not know anything.

» L] . .

When near water, take extra precatitions, Water
may be hidden by vegetation. Throw a stone or do
something first to ascertain likely pools or water-logged
areas,

»

. . .

There is an attraction in Scouting in the open by’

night, far from any inhabited tract. Experienc
persons feel a whole Troop a hindrance rather than a
help. Twocr threcis the maximum numbey. The
ideal is to be alone.

. . - »

(Continned on page 399.)
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19283

SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT. 397

- THE CAMP KITCHEN.

HE camp kitchen is one of the camp affiirs
" that should receive very great attention

if the occasion is to be really enjryable. Ina
well-ordered and well-organised camp kitchen,
there will be no need for the campers to swallow
the mineral and entomological products of the
camp ground along with their food.

The Quartermaster’s work is not necessurily
a difficult one.  That is, if there is co-operation,
aud co-ordination of work, as there ought to be.
As matters are at present, it is not always that
a quartermaster finds himself a happy person,
and there is a limit even to his observance of
the Eighth Law. For one thing, the Patrol

saders do not make his task easy by definite-
ness about the number of boys who propose to
attend the camp. And the Purseholder sqme-
times expects the Quartermaster or the Scout-
master to advance Camp Expenses, in case
there is no troop committee to shoulder the
responsibility. .

All these need not happen at all if the scouts
themselves are businesslike in their methods

and there is a Troop-Committee interested in

camps and accommodative enough to the short-
comings of the boys in regard to finance.

When these conditions are satisfied, there
are still others that go to constitute a happy
kitchen, and thése are more important than the
business side of the camp fare, . Though most
of these are simple and apparently trivial, the
neglect or the observance of them mnke all the
difference  between a miserable and a happy
camp. A '
The number of cooking vessels should be a
minimum, The advantage of this is obvious.
Transport difficulties are less, cleaning up is
easier and takes less time, and there isa very

good opportunity to practice usefully and
beneficially the Ninth ILaw. The resourccfulness
of scouts is tested in actual practice.

Apart from their number, the condition of
the vessels also requires careful attention.
Vessels should be tested against leakage before
they are conveyed to camp and examined as
regards their intetior tin-coating, The latter is
an important matter about which special
precaution should be taken, as neglect of it may
lead to serious consequences affecting the health
nt the campers. - : :

When in use, the cleaning should be done
immediately after their use is over for each
meéaty The Duty Patrol should do it in the case
of a"Central Kitchen. The practice of using
the services of servanis offered by obliging
visitors orengaged for the small consideration
of the unconsumed food should be, ciscouraged.
1t is not self-reliance and there is the f{urther

" chance that vessels will bz left over -in an

unsightly and uuclean condition for.a consider-
able time till the arrival of the helper, while
flies and other insects swarm about them.
Such neglect may .also delay the next meal,
and in a chain upset all other camp arrange
ments. . - : T

While talking of vessels, we may observe
that the shape and weight of vessels that we
use in our homes in South India are far fron
ideal for camp use. The designing of suitalyk
camp vessels is a2 piece of work that can wel
repay the trouble and attention spent upép’it
It is possible -that eqterptising troeps ‘ma)
already have designed them and bedti:'using
them ror camps and it will be an excellent
good turn to other troops if they send dingrany
and descriptions to the S. L. B. S. e

. 3 PN
wAeoeo .
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The packing and disposal of food materials
and provisions should be thought and carried
out with especial care if the camp is fto be
minaged cconsmicilly and with the least Joss
of tzmper all reound, the Quartermaster and
the Cooks particularly.  Onc may smile when
we repeat the obvious directions that provi-
sious should be packed well during tran-port
and in storage, but how many of our boys, and
even Rovers, put it into practice ! Some of us
do talk of the Itighth fiaw, when provisions
get mixed up aund oil and ghece get spitled and
things gn wrong generally —as if these things
must necessartly happen in a camp ! It is not
scoutlike to neglect precautions andthen have
to think of the Eighth Law. The practice
which a few Quartermasters adopt of packing
materials in small secure cloth bugs when the
quantity is small and labelling them distinctly
is one which we would like to see more fre-
quently, more extensively adopted. [t saves
time and Lkeeps everything tidy and well
regulated. A careful watch should be kept
over the actual consumption of provisions at
each meal so that by experience exact quanti-
ties can be 1issued and extreme economy
practised. If this is done, wastage can be
completely eliminated and a meal in camp will
cost no mote than a meal at home. In this

SEEP.

way, the system of bringing the necessary
provisions instead of money can e adopted
;1\ud v:tos} ofntml)llpsg can be reduced to a minimun.
Apart from all these, the trainipe whie >
obscrvance of these s,inu)](: mlus‘ft:ihv(\-\%ht‘:lh e
is something very vatuable, v al
like camps, if the kitehe

ll(\yS
Boyss also gel to
nruns well nnd simooth.

The meunuis a put of camp Jiving which
_lns rccc_l\'cd a grreat deal of :Lttctmion? indecd
it has often absorbed our altention to a \l;f
];I:rge exten} m some cases, 14 iq ane of ()H}l,‘
vices, we fear, that we consider mare the
loaging of the p‘atlate than the demands of sood
hgalth zm(} nutrition. A good cook is oneb\\'ho
gives plain, wholesome,  nourishine “food at
the proper howr than one who \1p5ct;1hev czm;
programme an the promise of a feust—-\\'hichp
be‘tweeu mereasiuy appetite and fretfyl dclays’;
—is received with doubtful apprecintion—and
may perhaps make boys heavy and lazy for
the rest of the afternoon or cvening, '(ywm
life gives healthy appetite and gaad di;{es:t((mxp,

and it \\:oulq be a sin to ruin them by luxurious
and indiscriminate eating.

Kitchen sanitation and hygiene are not the

least important featuresabout the camp kitchen

{Campey)

The' Scouter and the Parent.

COUTERS do not sufficiently realise that
our Movement stands or falls by the
parents—the great body on whom the sanction
for the whole depends.  Weare dealing through-
out almost our whole training with mipnors:
boys absolutely dependent on the will of their

parents. We know the boys' views through-

our Courts of Honour and Sixers’ meetings;
the public speaks to us through the Press:
Hadquarters through the Green 'Un—but the
parents.are practically inarticulate. The only
person who is really in touch with them is the
Scouter, and on his handling depends the
cpedit of the Movement. :

Practically évery Scout and Wolf Cub joins
on trial; the parent has a reservation in his
mind, [f so and so, he'll have to give it up.
Now what are these bogeys in the paths cf
‘parents ? ‘

The greatest is the fear of the glamour of
Scouting intefering with the equipment of a
boy for life. Youth is the time for discipline,
sspecially discipline of the mind. If Scouting
and schooling, are to be compared on that one

point, pure training for the mind, schooling is
incompgrably superior.  Scouting, except by
borrowing from them, has nothing to put beside
the wisdom of the classics, the mental actjvit

and logic of mathematics, the morajtty o};
history, the patience and cutiosity of scicnce
and the uplifting beauty of literatire and art'
The parent naturally feels that all of this musi
come first : he is giving it to his son because
he believes it the best equipment for life
Stouting may threaten this if too much time is
devoted to it. Extra practices, badge classes
rehearsals if carried {o excess, interfere with’
school home work, In school the boy is work-
ing with the class helped and pulled along by
them. At home, he is quite alone, fw? to
face with himself, finding his level, standing on
his own feet. If home work is interfered
with, this most valuable self-reliance is
weakened.

There is one side of individualism that we
all want to see preserved—namely, individual
responsibility, Isn't it one of the gravest indict-
ments of our generation that this personal
conscience is weakening ?
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That is perhaps the greatest of the parents’
bogeys. l.et me mention two others. Oneis
physical strain,  There is a good deal of provi-
sion for physical exercise for boys of all classes
to-day out-side of Scouting ; therefore, Scouting
that lays too much stress on this side is a dan-
ger.  If a Scout or Cub goes home dead tived
from parade it means that the parade is badly
run : the quiet things —stories, handwork of all
sorts, from kootting to badge work-—have not
been sufliciently used. .1f boysor officers come
home from camp jaded, as often happens, it is
bad camp, where the quiet, thoughtful side of
Scouting is not understood, or at any rate not
developed.

The other bogey is on the spiritual side.
This is less common, but is found among the
best parents. [t is the fear that Scouting
may tend to substitute morality for religion—
the fear that the boy may think it is enough to
live decently, to be a good fellow and to act
straightly.

From what 1 have said the first thing that -

ariscs is that the Scouter must work within
limitations. If you admit the parents’ point
of view at,all, he must. Is thatabad thing?
Far from it. In all tasks there are limitations,
set by the nature of the work. The great man
welcomes these, knowing they are not hind-
rances but guides to the doing of the ‘work. It
was the need for light that gave us the splend-
our of Gothic architecture, not an aimless
playing with pillars and arches. The Scouter
then must accept his limitations, and welcome
them. If he does, they will make his building
fine. If he can only have an hour and a half a
week, then let him get down to it and do with
that, Let him eliminate all that other people
are doing for the boy and give him the thing
that Scouting alone can give. The Scouter who
can't da this is, almost always, making scouting an
end, instead of a means. Stouting 1s not an end.
Theve is no credst to a Scouter in a boy tying knots
with speed and neatness if he does up a parcel badly
and has untidy shoe laces ; theve 1s no wmerit in the
most vealistic Jungle Dances if the boy has not learnt

sympathy and a perception of the othey fellow's posnt.

of view. Scouting 1s a good mneans to an end ; but
it is only a means, and the test of it s how the boy
lives, and never efficiency i Scoutsng tests.

This brings us to the kernel of the whole.
The one thing, and the only thing, that the
parent cares for in a Scouter is personality. If
he has this he has the whole. Genzrally the

v

man of character has efficiency or gets it. The
point is that character comes fivst,

Asa rule parents prefer, as Scouter, a busy
man—a man who has his work in the world to
do and recognises that others have theirs, He
sees that Scouting may help boys to do theirs
better and so he takes 1t up. But he encroaches
nowhere, and he trusts above all to his love and
influence working silently and unseen in the
boy’s heart. ’

To summarise what I have said: on the
Scouters’ handling of the parent depends the
repute of Scouting. Therefore he must, above
all things, see the parents’ point of view. If he
does this he will work loyally within the limita.-
tions he knows to be right. He will keep
bafore him always that Scouting is not an end,
but a means, and that the- only tool by which
he can do th2 work is his own character.

What the pareuat looks for from the Scouter
is influsnce. This cannot be supplied through
efficiency. It can only come through personality,
for “ the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.”

« The Scouter”

Concluded from page 396.)

"I rarely experience a feeling'' says a seasoned
Scout * such a complete calm and, security as when,
on a stormy might, I put up my squat little tent far
from any village, and rolled up in my sleeping bag, I
throw a last glance outside before fastening the door,
I should feel much less secure if I had to sleep on the
ramparts of fortificatighs."’
b * s *

One of the advantages of Night-Scouting is the
development of one's powers through exercise of
faculties. In finding out compass direction by the
help of Stars and a whole mass of slight indications
like natural aspects, landmarks etc; in noting the
variations in temperature and drawing inferences with
respect to the character of the country andso on; in-
reading the several tales that the wind carries: in
drawing your conclusians from problems presented by
light seen diffused acress the horizon: in smelling
water in the vicinity through indications like the
smell of damp grass ; and lastly in the experience of
varying shades of sensatlons as a result of the sugges-
tions of your mind in tension. @

" X q : *

A supreme advantage of Night Scouting is said to
be Vthe training in curbing one's morbid imagi-
nation. You cannot have your mind filled with
myths, ghosts, phantoms, and everything whi¢h

appears suspect at first may not be necessatily
dangerous.'’ C

SeNbblee,
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Tanjore Dt..—
Mayavaram.

The Sconts of the Tocal Municip
that of Kornad and also of the Training Schoo} assisted
by the volunteers of these schools rendered sidn;.l scrviée
during the Kumbabist ekam ceremony at ilelya\'aram
About 175 Scouts and scouters were on duty. ’

al ITigh School and

.

Kumbakonam.

News has be:n received of agallant rescue of a
drowning bov by Scout V. Swaminathan aged 11 years
of the Marga sahaya Troop attached to the Native
High School, Kumbakonam, at great risk to his life.
Our congratulations to the Rescuer.

The Scouters Union of Kumbakonam availed them-
selves of the presence of the Provincial Commissioner
at Kumbakonam on the Gth of September, to meot him
at their Hd., Ors., The Praovincial Commissioner
addressed the gathering and exhorted them to carry on
the good work.

Tanjore.

The Tanjore Rovers composed of 4 patrols in the city
each attached to a I3oys’ troop or pack but coustituted
as an Association Rover troop for purposes of Training
and Instruction lad a camp at Ammampet towards the
end of July. The Rovers of the same troop had a tramp
camp to Pudukottain which some of the Rovers did
their first part of their Rambler's badge liike,

Cubs of the Service Pack had n day out at
Karunanandapuram oun the Vallam Road, thanks to
the help of the Pack Committee which helps the Pack

in every way. g
Cape Comorin !o)’lg ‘?

A rally of the Scouts of Nagercoil was conducted
at Cape Comorin on Monday the 2lst August, in the
presence of the Chief Scout His Highners the Maharaja
and Her Ifighness the Junior Mabarani. About 150
Scouts took part and the District Commissioner was

in charge. There was a Camp fire which was very much
_enjoyed by the Royal party and others present,

His Highness the Chief Scout delivered an inspiring
Message, which appears in the Boy's Section.
-

Trichinopoly Dt.

Practically all the Scouters of Trichinopoly town area
including Golden Rock ard the mofussil assembled at
the Town Hall on the evening of Saturday the ist
instant in an informal conference to concert measures
for the future progress of the movement in the District.
Mr. P.S, Narayansami, Provincial Organising Secretary
helped at the discussions and pointed out the necessity
of strengthening the Trichinopoly town Local Scout
Association. It was unanimously agreed that the
Association should be formed immediately and Scouters
Srinivasa Iyer and Ramani were put incharge of the
arrangements in consultation with Mr. S.K. Devasikha-
mani.

SOUTH INDIA
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Aciyalur.
Hi’ll;ll:eslcll]\voe(:lm“re of the scouts attached to the 1joard
Patents and Eh\:n's 1{°an‘“ed4 in the presence of the
locality in (e l]l; }u:nha] officials and citizens of the
evening of “,e‘;.lof‘rd Iigh Schoot grounds on the
sami, Provinei llt_ bebl‘e!nber. 1928, Mr. P, S, Narayan-
for tl‘\e occaq?:: .Uﬁmms‘“g Secretary who was invite
the need of;), : addressed the gathering and spoke on
Strong organisation in (he locality for

helping th
€ Progress of tly St
was formed, l’residemqe movement. An Association

; and  Vice I’residents re
appointed . residents  we
tt?fn R;—"éaﬂd\vf::au;ml help ta the extent of a little more
future, ¥ promised on the spot with more in

South Arcot Dt —
Vridhachalam.

The Tnvestiture
: of ti 3 -
Vridhagiri troop was co ‘de oouts and Cubs of the

: nducted by the § ;
Headmaster Mr. M, Venkataramazer ofsti?eu:g;itde;;:{g

S

ofc?l?glt'o?:nthe l?lh August, A}l the influential citize 1s

e towr wez"g‘ present anq astrang Association for
y was formed with Mr. " Balasubbramania

We wish the new association all

Madras. .

The Scouts of the X Tripli
plicane, You t
Scout Troop camped outat Red Hills for tI:»f‘o L'I]:;};aonnl?t,

and 2nd September, Sine
. Since m c
youny and since this is iy the

air success consi
boys. Our thanks are due to t

Triplicane troop and to the Pare
great dealto the success of the ca

dering the age of the
he Rovers of the X
nts who tontributed g
mp.  In this connectian

Tinnevelly District.

A good beginning has been made for the present
School-year. A rally of the Troops within the Munici-
pal areas of Tinnevelly and Palamcottah was he!d at
the Palamcottah Printing Dress compound on the
evening of the 2lst July, As many as seven Troaps
took part, There were 92 scouts, 27 cubs, 14 Rovers
and 12 scouters, or a total of 145 on Parade. ['ortion;;
of the compound bad been allotted to the vario[].g
Troops, and each of them on arrival proceeded to the
corner set apart and started a typical evening's work
in accordance with the Troop's own prowrammé The
work attempted was varied and inle:estmg.b After
some 45 minutes spent in this useful way, the troops
assembled and listened to (he District Commisner's
Pow-wow. He emphasised on individua] efficiency and
exhorted every troop to set to work and produce as
many Fist Class and Fist rate scouts as possible.

Miss Lyth of the homeand school for the Deafand the
Dumb. which1s also the home of the Oth Palamcottah
Troop, went round with the District Commissioser and
watched the activites of the sconts with interest.

‘The Boys of the Gth p

interesting lot a'nd in spite of their natural .defects of
speech 'and hearing they are taking life cheerfully and
are making very good progress in scouting.

The troop attached to the schools for the Blind is
not quite active now owing it is stated to the want of

(Continued on page 403,)

alamcottah Troop are a very
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HI: present number of the S. 1. B. S..marks
the end of another active year in the
history of scouting in Madras pxj()vincc, an? we
take this opportunity of recording our fee_{)n‘gs
of gratefulness to our nunerous sqbscril LI‘?
and contributors, for the willing, contmue(ban(
unstinting support they have all a’loyng'nzeit;
extending to us. The good old mxgju_; A
steadily forging aheqd. It 1s.nowb fnjlgo ;';l
not only an all India reputation uNat: ng;l
continental reputation as vs_rel. The }:?no al
Commissioner for one section of '()uri"re%;s
brother scouts Mon. Guerin Desjarc me has
written in  very approcxatory ter\ms loed e
excellence of the magazine and hgs "LSr; for
as many back numbers as we CQLlthpélrﬁ(:e A
our copies have been sold out in the e and
it would be a great good turn if an); o
numerous readers would kindly coxgle ombers
and send us either complete sets of t i nzs e
from October 1924 up-to-date or supp yith iy
spare numbers which they could partr}x;]e s
out inconvenience to themselve;leaqe s
will be paid fot if necessary.S ; B & ot
your reply to the Manager S. 1. b. !

office Box 424, Madras.

8
The intro luction
more than justified 1tself‘
say that boys all over
beginning to take Incre
section, Bat we must 5
rest satisfied until at least ever
and Second is in 3 pOSiti(.m to sa?' ntributes to
his own copy, and what is more, COf O any
the columns of his OWD sec;'tzion and it
improvements are under _contef?Po‘c st youn-
is hoped that with the active help  tor to their
ger brothers we will be able 'to ¢ we depend
tastes more effectively. Scouts! may
tipon you not to let us down !

P E3

e DBoy's section has

% th;md \3’e are happy to
the Presidency are
ased interest in that
that- we will not

: y Patrol leader

that he has

&
K o~

ccouting

tin a ;
owly crealing od with

i is sl
The magazine 15 timately connect

 literature of its own in
V 3

conditions in South India. During the coming
year it is expected that some of the important
contributions such as—Letters to a would-be
Scouter by Spotted Dove, Little Bisu and
Patrol Leader Bisu, Scouting in educational
institutions etc., will appear in book form,
The demand for these in a collected form has
been universal and insistent and it is hoped
that when the publications come out, they will
meet with very great encouragement as it
promis2s {o.

B £

The Scouters’ and the Rovers' section of the
magazine will also be very much improyed
and we have definite promises of illuminating
articles on Scouting in Refermatories, Penitern-
tiaries and Certified schools, Scouting as
applicable to the abnormal boy, all .dealt with
by experienced scouters who have intimate
knowledge of psychology and education. ' To
enable our rovers to qualify for one of the
tests—citizenship in their first class test, a
number of articles on the subject as applicable
to India at the present moment will also.‘f,orm"a
special feature in the next volume, Theye will
be many other new features anq we proimise our
readers a very rich billof fare in the succeeding
issues. ) 4

Ak L%

On our paft, we promise that we w‘jl] do our
best to satisfy yau. . What are you going to do
in return ? Many a time we have" 'pxopqsgd to
you a very simple proposition and that is; that
_every reader should try and get at least two new
subscribers duting the:coming pa‘og'lths-. This
time we shall reduce the responsibility and ask
'you to get not two but one.. If you do so,as
we are sure you will, our roll of subscribers
*would be easily doubled and our capacity for
improving the magazine would-be doubled,” A
periodical of this type is'not a. moriey .'makitg

proposition, though thank‘s‘;to the very -wide
. support it has, we-are financially sound. - E“F:y

pie that comes in, in the shape of a surplis is

spent for the : magazine on_ its improvément,: '

4 .o

e
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So the greater the help you render the better
the magazine will be. It is up to you to bring
about the desired improvements. Some years
ago the magazine, before it was definitely taken
up by the Boy Scouts Association, had gone
down so low in point of subscribers that it was
thought that it had better be discontinued
altogether. This was just four years ago and
to-day weare in a position to hold our heads up
and declare « long live the magazine .

* i *

This is a busy season for the Provincial
Headquarters when stock is taken of the
‘numbers, effeciency and general progress through
the past year. The importance cf the census
has been pointed out many a time but still one
has to repeat the observations made on the same
topic last year. ’

“ Joint effort always gives its own reward and
it is never more true than in the case of scout-
ing. The whole organisation depends for its
effecient working on the Motto « Pull together,
All for each, each forall”, It isa pity to have
torecord that we do not always find the tendency
to pull together. In short, there is yet a good
deal of lack of team spirit. If we had the team
spirit all right, the Provincial Scout Head-
quaters need not worry itself so much about the
census. As it is, District Commissioners and
Secretaries write to the Prov. Hd. Qrs, to say
that some troops have not, in spite of repeated
Tequests, sent in their census returns. We
s:outers in charge of boys are expected to train
them in habits of order, system and discipline.
If we ourselves are not businesslike and do not
co-operate with district officials in such a simple
matter as the census, what right have we to
raise even a whisper of complaint against the
district officials who, after all, are trying their
very best against such great odds to co-operate
on the one hand with the Prov. Hd. Qrs. and
on the other with the scouters and scouts in
their areds ? But the redeeming feature is that
those districts which have sent their returns in
time, have done so, perfect in every detail, So
there is no room for despondency.

* =
* * *

[SED,

Some District Commniissioners
reports of the activities of their dj
the past years while the m
not yet done so. As the
annual report of the P
the timely receipt of

have sent in
stricts during
ajority of them have
preparation of the
rov. Council depends on

these reports, '
. . . N\ . ’ 7 ‘ly we
remind District Commissioners and District

Secret:u:ies of these reports once again? In this
connection attention is drawn to the P
Qrs. Notice No. 10.C of July 1923,

* X

rov. Hd.

sk
We understand that scouter K, R. Rama-
badrqn of the Ist Papanasam Group h-as lbeé;n
appointed Organising Secretary of the Travan.
core Boy Scout Association. As Honarary
S'ecr'etary of Tanjore District Scout Council the
district knows the amount of work he di(ll for
the cause of scouting there, ‘
most  valued contributors,
know the amount of servic
magazine. Simple and
been a power for good to his scouts, One of

our very b.est \.vorkers in the field, we wish him
good scouting in Travancore

* *

As one of our
our readers will
e he did for the
unassuming, he has

* *
‘ It i's too early to say definite}
in point of numbers and e
one can deny the fact that scouting has now
come o be regarded as a definite factor in boy-
training and that it js » very good tonic to tlfe
elders who feel bored and are rapidly becomin
stagnant, Everywhere public opinion in favougl’
of ti?e m‘ovement has increased, more boys are
coming into the moveraent and oyr proble)r,n }or
the coming year will be « e leaders”,  The
Boyhood.of South India with one voice' votes
fo.r scouting.  Will you and 1 éast in our lots
with the boys and do our honest best to mak:

future India a ver
. y much bet ;
it is now ? ter land than what

y how we stand
ciency. But no

The answer ig obvious.

Good Scouting,

4 Nnavau B ...

-

Editor, S. 1, B, S,
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Provincial Head Quarters.

Proceedings of a meeting of the Provincial
Executive held on Tuesday the 22nd
August 1928 at 6 P. M. at the Jamboree

Hall, Wenlock Park, South Beach Road,
Triplicane, Madras.

With the Provincial Commissioner
in the Charr.

1. The minutes of the last meeting were read
and approved.

2. The Memorandum of Association and
Bye-Laws of the Madras Provincial Council
drafted by the Honorary Provincial Secretary
were approved and the Memorandum was signed
by those present and it was resolved to circulate
the Memorandum for the signature of some of
the absentee members in Madras. It was
resolved to register the Madras Provincial
Council, forthwith. A sum of Rs. 50/- for
Registration fee was sanctioned.

3. It was resolved to held the next annual
meeting of the Provincial Council some time
in October pext and to request H. E, the Chief
Scout to fix a date, In-connection with the
annual meeting it was resolved to have a rally
of scouts on the day of the meeting and an
«“ At Home” Party to the members of the
Council the next day.

4, The Provincial Executive requested the
Provincial Commissioner and the Hony. Provin-
cial Secretary to correspond ‘with the P. W. D,
authorities as to the feasibility of including a
swimming tank in the scheme of draining sea
water into the Cooum. '

5. The Honorary Provincial Secretary re-
ported to the Executive that the Sub.Committee

appointed for the publication of the pamphlets .

on River Scouting had completed its work and
entrusted the work to a firm of printers in
Calicut who undertook to print and publish the
same free of cost, on getting the sole copyright
and that Mr. Thaddaeus had been authorised to
enter into the necessary documents with the
publisher.
The Meeting came to a close at 6-35 v, M.
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(Concluded from page 400,)

sighted boys to play the role .of Patrol Leaders, Itis
hoped that some way will soon be discovered out of the
difficulty.

#There is a Troop of Rover scouts organised and
working at the District Jail at Palamcottab, One of the
local scoutmasters is lending a hand in the training of
the Rovers, but it is hoped that some one from the
Jail staff will come forward to shoulder tbe full res-
pousibility of running the Troop and getting it affiliated
to the association. ! , ‘

" Troops in the mofussil are showing signs of activity.
A good deal of consolidation all round is of immediate
importance and new ground has also to be captured.
But the same old keenness is noticeable every where.

Madura Dt.:— -
Melur.

On 5-9-'28 a meeting of parents and influential
gentlemen of the locality was held under the presidency
of Mr, Kodandapani Pillai, Sub-Magistrate, and a troop
committee was formed for helping the '* James Troop '
Melur. Rev, M. S. Thirithuva Dasan was elected
President and Mr.Venkatrama Iyer, L.M.P. as Secrotary,”
Rs. 1-8 was fixed as annual membership Subscription.
Many mentbers were enrolled. We wish suceess to the
Committee,

Called to Higher Service,

We are extremely sorry to report the sad
demise of Mr., Herbert Hermon, Scoutmaster,
Pappinasseri Scout Troop, Pappinasseri, on the
13th August 1928 at an early. age of 23, He
had been running the troop very satisfactorily
for the last 1 year. May his soul rest in peace !

Scouts of the'
1 Cannanorg Taooz,
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Scouting in

T is said that about 97 per cent of the popt-
lation in India live in the villages, and any
attempt to improve the conditions of the
Indians should begin in the villages. Therefore,
scouting for Boys should have more activities
in the villages than in the towns, though towns
should be the recruiting ground for Scout.
masters. I wish to show in this short le(ter
how a Scout can help others in a village wmore
than in a town, '
Scout training is divided under four maig
heads.

1. « Individual character training is given in
resourcefulness, observation anl self-reliangce »
and this training is required for village  boys
more, since a good deal of pioneering work has
to be undertaken by the Scouts, after their
school career to improve the rural conditions,’

2. “ Training in handicrafts and hobbieg” js
given, and the village boys are benefitted by
these arts to earn thir livelihood. The younger
generation has also to improve upon the o]d
fashioned ways of living now led by conserya.
tive and illiterate villagers. -

3. Service for the State, such as Fire Brigade,
-Ambulance, Missioner, Sailor, Life Saving and
other collective public duty by the Troop.”

When a house is on fire in a town, there are
fire brigades, fire-engines, water-hose, Poljce.
men, etc. but ina village there will be onl
men, women aad children in confusion. Which

of the Scouts then require training in fire.

brigade ? Who should "know somzthing of first
aid more? Not the scouts in the town, where
now-a-days there isa doctor in every other
street,

HE next scene was a welcome change and
cameasa relief tothe highly strung nervous
‘céndition in which the previous speech had left
.the audience.. When next the curtain rose, we
“saw the interior of a room austere in its simpli-
“city and plainess so far as the scheme of furnish-
Xing went. There were only a few articles of
- furniture and these were of the barest necessity.
On:the.;wall were a couple of bookshelves,
which had on them' arranged neatly, school
pooks and notebooks, There was a table made

 THE CRIT|C.

(Continued from lust month’s issue.) ‘

all the Jittle knickn

[SED.
the Village.

+. “Training in physical health by en-
couraging the_l)oy to take plenty of exercise
and to look after  his body.” Perhaps village
boys have already more “exercis: than town
boys, but the for.ner is ataloss to know how

to “look after his body” in the absence of
proper l'mming,

In (he training of Scouts, Proficiency Badges
are giveu dor various arts, and every one of
vthem 'S an essential training for villyge Scouts.
In fact a villager is already an artist, basket
m:}ker, bee-farmer, boatman, carpenter, cook,
dairyman, farmer, fireman, gardener, leather
workexj, mason and pathfinder, in a crude form.
What is wanted now is g good training in these
arts, which will make them to help themselves
a.pd to help others at all times. A town boy
c;m(ri]ot be a better bee-farmer, dairyman of
;I,itr ‘ner or poultry-farmer in crowded streets.

lealthy man's badge must be won by every
vxllagg scout, to teach hig neighbours elements
;)f sanitation 3nd’p11blic health, A village scout
has to bg thrlfty since in his after-life he does
not get his pay on the first of every month, but

only at the harvest and :
i ¢ th soon
1s not a failure, at too if the mons

.Lz:svt, but not the least, is patriotism for the
od?%r'l?«nd the Country, but alas how many of
our | i ilg;rs know about our country and how
. rated. It is the Scout who can spread

ucation and civic knowledge in the villages.

May I appe
to spread the
the District,

1l to the organisers of Scouting
movement into every hamlet in

“A ViLLace Scouter”
(in the Nilgivi Scout Gazette.)

1

of deal wood, evidently the handiwork of the
owner, as also were the bookshelves, In fact
acks which were distributed
o e 1 I in discriminating order looked
to ;t ¢ creations of a connoisseur, Everything
ltxl']x‘t € room had a place for itself and every-

'Ng was in its place. Near the table within
easy reach was a gmall bamboo bookrack: on
whlch‘ were ranged neatly a fairly large
collection of books on scouting. A large outline
pencil drawing of the Chief Scout remarkably

about the room in

_button off, there we

_in some .places to, & dirty

. o o .
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lifelike was hung on a prominent place on thlei
wall and all about the other places on thtf waf
were scen photographs anfl neat sketc e'sI‘k?e
scenes depictiag the activities of scout(si. e
predominent impression that was create _

minds of the onlookers was that the owner was
a man of methodical habits, with an aesthde(};g
temperameat, and though almost paSF-n:l -
age had not lost interest in occupations and
pastimes of folk of less than half his age, o
instead of hecoming rusty of crusty “;.nd
advancing age, had actually grown yo}ungl;:r nd
more buoyant, and still retained all the oyﬂ "
love of the thousand and one of those tg'll e
which are the peculiar delight of the juveniles.

A tennis racket, in a press, and & cricket bat
well oiled and seasoned, and Sho‘g‘mglogg:ss
of use, a pair of spring dumbells and deve [:iaté
were disposed about the room in approp ho
places, and marked their owner aS.lqne tcﬁ)éi
seriously and actively believed in daily outdoo
exercise,

* The air of simplicity and
ment suggested that thoug
not.affluent in worldly g°_°ds’
who had culture and reflinemen
taste for neatness and order. as 1

It was now my turn to be on‘the alert}rieﬁd
anticipatad one mote friendly dig lsytrl?yt were
at me and many were the sly lood § tha Wil
directed at me by the people aroun hmg.t. rest, 4
we were taking in the scene wit _mleﬂ ‘,of
familiar figure of modern life, particu gtrglled
the school world stepped on to the stage. slowl
would be nearer the mark, for he cat;l;‘ lgemeanx
with a cool and self-possessed air. . 115

our was distinctive and his afppi?iga;n:ﬁ ?\f::i%té
ing. He had on, adress so famliar ror the

world today—the Boy Scouts dress.
the dress mide him look many yearsltyci)surzgsé
and made him look almost a youth: I is trve
his dress was not fresh from thl;: t:: or. 1t
showed signs of considerable wear, bu arefulfy
the worse for it. For it had been ca efully
mended and folded, There was not a gd
re no frayed ,edlges, | %r:
above all, they fitted the mam admirably. lhe

. old and bleached
green muslin tyrban, ’thoughw%]i‘:e?nwas tied to

methodical arrange-
t the occupant was
yet, he was one
t and had a

perfection, almost jauatily,
style ‘giving ‘him. the appe
The shirt and shorts, seeme

arance of a Sirdar.
d to have come out

of the laundry just then, so clean and teatly

‘creased were _thty. . The othe ,
'd§:§s¢ahd' _equipment, plainly showed ‘that he

he other 'items of his

master in charge of ‘a sghool troop,
a scoutmaster in charge of ‘a school tro
';V:: ‘?o:'cid guess that it .conld et be- otherwise,

Tk

in the usual northern’

by the school exercise and text books on the
shelf, and passionately fond of scouting. His
feet were encased in a neat pair of light sandals
which could be fastened on by buckles. In
his case the shoes and turban added to his grace
and took away a considerable number of years
from his age. He had a serious and composed
look on his face, buf at times he had the habit of
smiling pleasantly, which lit up his whole face
wonderfully, and made his companions " feel
happy. His movement§ were agile and sure
and there was no hesitation or halting in
whatever he did, orspoke. In short he inspired
confidence in you and looked every inch a'man
whom the youngsters would love, reverence
and look up to for guidance. : .

He stolled in, humming a -short sanskrit

‘prayer, in one of the popular-Carnatic modes,

incidentally revealing the fact that he had a

sound knowledge of music and could entertain

an audience single handed, In his right hand
he had a stout walking stick which showed
signs of baving been fashioned out and shaped
by himself. The wood was of same uncommon
jungle variety, strong dnd tough withal, and

‘the whole length of it was adorned by a curious

and ornate series of designs, which were
-unintelligible to us. Probably, the staff wasa
log of the man’s scout life and he had carved it =
out in imitation of the Red Indian Totem

-poles of the wvarious tribes.. He 'came in

absolutely oblivious of the. audience,  with -his
face in an iabstration, and when he'sudden«ly;

‘discovered that a large number of people were
-present, he drew himself up, smiled:pleasantly
-and greeted us with a: cheery nod of his. head,

In spite of the smile, his face wore a weary look
and he appeared as if he was burdened. with
worrying thoughts and would be glad of a
chance to reliev: himself of the burden. His
speech when he began to address us was slow,
deliberate and to the point and there was. not

the slightest attempt to show off at oratory or
thetoric. He spoke with confidence and easily
‘carried conviction to his hearers, and got their
‘sympathies readily, - ‘

" Yes!' he began slowly, * 1t ig ali flattering fo be

- 'told that you are an important persan—not ag qrdj.na.‘rz
'8

one at all; thal you are * shaping the destinies &f

many orecious sduls!’ But when you are denied
sympathy in your troubles, just from" those quarters ..
which are psusally credited with -great ‘powers, of -
comprehension ; just when one day, yoa are fold by

-your Head Master, that yon,are niot only frittering away g
:your evergy but helpiag to divert.the ‘attention:of bays .. -

from studies, that scout activities mihst ceasaMstiischomt |
or public examinations ‘are over ; ‘When' yoiir, "4
you temporarily io stop  all actiyities .ogu'si‘t‘ «befors-
examinations and not to spoil their days rélaxation’

. PR
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just after them ; when parents tell you seriously that
they fear that owing to poor physique their young ones
cannot stand an outing, a day's camp, or a strenuous
game, or plenty of oxygen and limb movements; when
you turn up at the club room well prepared and
suddenly learn that some sensatinal fray or festival in
the locality has suddenly spirited away your boys, as
boys will always be all over the world, and disturbed
your carefully planned program; when you commit
your troop to some public service and have the
responsibility of getting it carried out with the help of
mere youngsters alone ; when you and your boys have
engaged yourselves for a display and as usual, unsur-
mountable difficulties crop up when vou least expect
them, calling for your utmost resourcefulness, pluck
and tact up to the last moment; when you have to show
yourself and your boys against your will and theirs, in
the public when you and your boys would like to do
some solid good work away from the lime light, when
you are struggling along in this work for boys almost
singlehanded and do not get help or response from
those responsible for the working of the movement in
your area; when ypu have to face all sorts of meaning-

-

[SEP.

less criticism from the haunds of the unin,
well . . . | underall these
feel your position not at all enviable and you consider
the whole world unjust when it sits in judgment aver "
1 leave you to decide on the merits of (hf‘ <¥0'u‘
Gentlemen, you will excuse me for this long chul/)tcl:\:(-
woes, but you will surely grant (hat every man has bis
fits of gloom. Perhaps this is one of such for ml(lS :\IS
any rate, I am glad I have unbardescd myself fe.tl t
thoughtes. But I have one supreme con;olat‘i)on 1055
that_ 1s my troop. The boys, though they {vill be tr in :
at times, are a set of lovable imps and are excelﬁr:li;
company to the most sour of us, They have lifted

out of gloom many a time and 1 am sure boys : : nl1e
same all the world over. I lhave found scg:t(ilr:(i lflc
boys a very good medicine for curing dowuhearte(lj’ o
and picking you up waonderfully, May { comm dnelhg
same to those of you who need a good tonic in llefg ? 'l')e

He smiled again slily, 1 thought
me, and saluting us smartly in the
turned about and made his exi,

¢ Juiring publie,
circumstances, you do

» winking at
Scout’s way,
(K.R.R.)

NOTES BY THE WAY.

(Searchlight)

E have been Scouting for more than one

decade now in Madras and our numbers
have been growing by leaps and bounds from
year to year. DBut where are we as regards
Efficiency.

B st

The Chief refuses to regard as full blown
Scouts any one who is not First Class. At
least he would be right if he did. Tor it is
only the Fist Class Scout that is a first rate
fellow. The fellow with the Second class
Badge is a half-baked stuff, which is neither
fish nor flesh, nor good red herring.
B3 % EY W
The census is going on and soon we shall
be ‘able to have the figures for the present
year,
] £ W *
But Searchlight is not over confident about
there being many First Class Scouts. Many
districts will be conspicious by their not
being able to show eny and most which are
lucky enough to have any will not have more
than a one-digit number !
x® x *% B

This is a pity !

. Al
* W P

Scouters when they begin, should have a full
and complete plan before them and they
should know whbat their real objective is.

I X ES W

What amount of care we besto
for our buildings! If we devote V:uoct;‘ tt:rglf:::]‘
attention to brick and mortar buildings how
much more careful should we be when v(re are
lending =a hand to, or shall we say inter-m;d.
dling with, life.building !
B * 3 w
It ssn'f the aim of Scouting to put the ordinar
boy into a uniform and then let him g0 on i‘);
the same slack way as when he wag not a
Scout. Every boy has to be changed, licked
into shape and developed into the idea] ,scout
% * * *
T}:ke Troop thai does not dg this is a failure.

Fewer numbers, fewer Troops, greater keen-
ness, greater efficiency, that should be the
watch word of every worker in the field.

M
The aim of Scout Craft, of all that one learns
or teaches at Parades is to work for all round
efficiency so as to fit every boy in the move-
ment to prove to be really of service to his
fellow-men.
* * % B
The Class Badges are conceived of from this
point of view. That is their raison detye,
% ES * B
If they make for efficier
_ mak 1cy, how can w
r;equm soxindifferent to them ? We éhoul((ia
strain every nerve o remove this unsati
state of affairs. eatisfactory

ES 0 w

A L

1928.]

Searchlight knows it isn’t the average scouter
alone that is to blame. The blame rests also
with those who administer the districts.

st s 0
e

It is properly the duty of District Councils
and Local Associations to provide lInstructors
and Examiners for the various more technical
subjects, such for instance as I'irst Aid, Pioneer-
ing, Map-Drawing and so on and also for
various Proficiency Badges.
But are they doing it ?

¥ % * *
And the result is that Troops do not have the
facilities they require for studying things or for
being examined for them.

* * %

And again District Commissioners might be

able to do more than at present. If troops are
constantly reminded about how they should
grow more and more efficient and if the D. C,
visits the Troops often and gets to know the
boys in perscn, that will make for greater
efficiency.

* X £ W

3

%
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District Commissioners can and ought to
exercise greater and more intimate Supervision
of the work done in the Troop.

As it is, the Scouter and all other Scout
Officers are satisfied if the Troop meets and
goes on regularly. \Vhat they do each time,
what new things they learn, how they carry out
their programme are not given the attention
they deserve. If D, C’s, will try to find out
how scouters plan and carry out the programme
for increasing the efficiency of the Troop, it will
be productive of satisfactory results,

% B * b4

A great incentive to progress will be the
institution of District Challenge Shields for
various Scouting items. Annual competitions
on some of the more important and useful scout

- subjects of study, with the efficiency growth of

the individual Troop worked in as a co-efficient
for valuation will give a great impetus to what
might be called a very necessary First-Class—

Movement !
Searchlsght,

——eearn
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The speech delivered by H. H. The Maharajah of Travancore clad in the .
uniform of 4 Scout officer at the Scout Rally held at Cape Comorin on September 1 1928
H. H. is Chief Scout for the Travancore State

Mr. Commissioner and Fellow Scouts,~—I am grateful to you for giving me this

Opportumty of meeting s0 many of the Boy Scouts of South Travancore and cougratulate
you all on this rally. - ;

Travancore has taken to scouting only very lately and 1 am glad to see the

progress it has made'in this part of the State and hope it will continue to ﬂoutlsh more
and more. ' : :

When Sir Robert Baden Powell, started the Scout movement in. England,
some twenty years ago, it was regarded as something of a childish,game- and was gefie:
rally, if somewhat kindly laughed at. .To day this movement is a world movement. In
every country of the Empire and many others, Boy-scouting is a live force. At big
public functions in England such as Roy'\l processions, international horse shows, and
great athletic contests, Boy Scouts are ofﬁcxaﬂy requlsltloned to assist m ‘the control of
crowds, closing of 1oads to. traffic, assistance to the snck and infirm: and many other
useful duties.

Is not this'a wonder)ful development from thss so-called- chxldxsh game m\'entcﬂ

by a retired Bntlsh General ? - - L e
- : . R RS T 3!

Unless it had been a noble and inspiting cause, it could never have reached'i 1ts
wonderful position to-day. And this prompts tne to urge you all {o keep the Scout’ promlse
you, have made with all your m:ght Each one of you can-then be proud of bemg a Boy
‘Scout whether he has the talent or the.opportunity to acquire badges or promotions. ~
Please remember that a Scout who keeps hxs promlse with all hlS mlght isa goOd Scoutr N
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| Why wheels look moving backwards in a cinema film.

One of the curiosities of the film is the .

way in which the wheels of 2 moving motor
car appear to turn backwards, or even seem
to stand still altogether. This little optical
illusion which has puzzled a good wmany
people, depends upon the rate at which the
wheels are revolving.

Suppose a car is being photographed and
that one exposure happens tobe made just
at the moment when one of the spokes is
pointing downwards vertically. When the
next exposute is made, one sixteenth of 2
second later, the car, as a whole, will
naturally have advanced a certain distance.
It commonly happens, however, that another
spoke will now be pointing vertically down-
wards. This will happen at all the later
exposures if the speed of the car doc; npot
change. So that, to the observer, the wheels
do not seem to be moving at all, and the
appearance is that of a motor gliding along
with fixed wheels. This will be the case,

no matter how rapidly the fifm is put threugh
when the picture is thiown on the screen.

Should the speed of the car become slower,
then three successive photographs of the
wheel will look as in the sketches beginning
with the one on the left, By looking at the
posttion of the tyre valve it ‘is obvious that
the whl really turns from one exposure {o
the next. Yet when each picture is taken
the spoke. ook as if the wheel had turned
backwards very slightly. Thus, in the
picture on the left hand, the spoke A is
pointing  vertically downwards; in the

second picture spoke B has almost, but not °

quite, reached the vertical position while in
the right-hand view spoke C is* not quite so
far along as B was in the picture before it.

Should the speed of car be increased, the -

wheels would look as if the
slowly forward. Of
cases, the valve
plainness to ing
the wheel.

Yy were moving
. course, in most of these
1s rarely seen with sufficient
1cate the real movements of
S. L. B.

BUTTERFLIES.

(By 8. 1. Moses.)

HESE familiar insects, with their
bewildering numbers aud their more
bewildering varieties of gorgeous colour-
schemes, have always, from time immemo-
rial, forced themselves into man’s notice by
their day-flying and sunshine loving habits.
Their coloration, about which more anon,
has earned for them deserving names such
as ' winged flowers’ and ’flying gems’.
Even the great Van Dyk is said to have
been indebted to the heroes of our article
for many fine hints on color both in
harmony and contrast. The colors are
brought out in many of the telltale popular
names &. g. Blues, Coppers, Whites, Browns,
Sulphur or Brimstone, Ringlets, Clouded
Yellow, Clouded Saffron etc. The Tamil
name ‘Washerwoman' applied to the
butterfly is said to be due to the insect's
habit of shaking its tail, which recalls the
motion of the dhoby's back while
‘ breaking stones’ with the clothes given

tor wash. A tryer explanation seems to be
a sly reference to the notorious habit of the
dhoby’s wife shining in the glory of the
“borrowed * clothes of his gliengs, The
gentler sex being the acknowledged e'XPO‘
veats  of the art of beautificatio:—hence
“fairer’, is it p—iy s but fitting that an
unsurpassed beauty in" the insect world
should be surnamed * The Painted Lady’
(Vanessa cardui), though a Cynic may read
In 1t visions of the lipstick and the rouge.
The butterfly, whether spocting in the” rays
of the dazzling suq, hovering over nectar-
laden blossoms or tripping from fower to
flower, exhibits a mode of ﬁigbt at once un-
steady and irregular, frequently sigzagein

up and down or right to (Ileft af?’d vi%eaggrsag-
Thus it is the type of sportiveness and is
often figuratively used for ‘2 light headed
person . The peculiarly jerky  Rights of
the Hesperids are responsible for theit
popular name of * Skippers’, The flitting

Why the Wheels Turn Backward.
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butterfly, which is ever rolling as 1t were 1n
luxury and pleasure, if dreamt of, is sure to,
according to a modern Joseph, an expert 1n
oneiromancy, lead the dreamer on to a life
of luxury. Butterflies are believed Dby
people in Burma to be the forms which
man’s spirit takes when he 1is asleep or
unconscious. Hence the Shans and the
Burmese are very unwilling to awake one
suddenly lest his or her butterfly fail to
return in time! The contributions of the
butterfly are not confined to the domain of
art, but extends to the sartoridl and allied
circles. The ‘butterfly sleeve’ with its
graceful folds running towards the should-
ers and the waist is an example as also the
Curlpaper ‘ Papillote *.  The dress ~coat
recalls, though second hand, the finest and
most striking of our butterflies popularly
called *Swallow-tails’ (Papilio). The
shawl! butterfly (Cethosia mahratta) is credi-
ted to have suggested the pattern of the
famous silk shawls.

The innate attraction ~ of butterflies
towards flowers is well known—hence their
Malayalam name ‘ Poompatta ' —and many
enthusiastic lovers of the delightful insects,
whose hobby is also flower gardening grow
dull and uninteresting flowerplants more for
the sake of the myriads -of brilliant winged
visitors. The blue flowered plant (Stachy-
tarpheta indica) is a good example, as it
invites during the season, swarmsof the
Peacock butterfly Junonia.

The eye of the butterfly is a typical insect
one remarkably like a bow oriel window
with many little panes and presents an
arrangement much more complicated than
in that of the ‘lord of creation’. The
number of lenses in each eye is unbelievably
large, 5000 being akput the average ; about
the nature of the image recorded through the
innumerable panes, we one-lensed beings can
have no conception. Of these multitudinous
components of the compound eye, each tiny
eye is isolated optically from its neighbour
by a black pigment, and is supplied by
numberless minute nerves. The total number
in one compound eye is reckoned to be over

50000 and the distribution of these nerves,

is as complicated as that of telephone wires
in any *central’. exchange. It is surmised
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and on good grounds, that the image in the
insect eye is like a printed halfto e picture,
which is, as clearly seen under magnification,
the general result of an arrangement of
light and dark dots. Apparently through
each lens is thrown only a spot of light,
bright or otherwise according to the
surroundings and these spots of light of
varying degrees of brightness when taken
together give a general conception of the
object seen. .

The wings of a butterfly—it has 2 pairs—
when at rest stand upright unlike in the
moths where they are folded on the back.
The wings are calculated to move on an -
avetage 9 times a second. Many butterflies
issue a faint hiss by slowly depressing and
raising their wings. One kind, hence called
the whip butterfly makes a noise like the
snap of a lash by opening and shutting its
wings in quick succession. On the wings
run lines called veins whose disposal and
alignment are of paramount importance to -
the systematist who diagnoses each family .
entirely in terms of the venation. With
these veins is connected a story of the Chief-
Scout, an incident during the days of his
employment in the °Intelligence’ branch:
as a ‘spy’. While studying the enemy’s
fortifications, he was ostensibly a butterfly
hunter collecting and sketching these insects.

The veins of the wings were the plans.of the

forts and the spots the guns. When
challenged, as was often the case, the
sketches were shown to the offcers who
were satisfied and never once suspected -
their real nature.

The wings are covered with scales which
It is these
scales of varying forms which. give the
owner its' characteristic color scheme,
Many gaudy coloured - butterflies have

_apparently an unpleasant taste, as they are

rejected as food by birds, lizards and other

be said to be warningly colored. Other
butterflies try to avoid the fate that edibility
has brought on them by deliberately mintick-.. "
ing their luckier compatriots whose repilsive.
odous is well known in the red .world of

' Some butterflies mislead
birds etc., by displaying large and distinct”

Coe
LT

These may.
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color marks on the wings, which serve to
divert the enemy’s attention from the
head, body or such other vulnerable part of
the butterfly. When such a butterfly is
pursued and nearly successfully, it invaria-
bly escapes, leaving to the disappointed
chaser the consolation of a mouthful of scale
dust and perbaps a tiny piece of its wing.
The color schemes of many other butterflics
are protective, the best example being the
QOakleaf butterfly (Kallima). The Browns
(Satyrines) after their curious flitting flight
settle down suddenly under trees with their
wings closed and turned perpendicularly at
an angle; to the unwary as well as to the
uninitiated the creature suggests nothing
but a blowing leaf.

In most buttertlies the male is readily
distinguished from its mate by the different
coloration of cach. an Austrian Zoologist
(Finkler) conducted a curious headgrafting
experiment and succeeded in changing the
heads of 2 butterflies. For his experiment
. he chose 2 butterflies of different colors.
They were decapitated and the head of one
grafted to the body of the other. The
joining was surprisingly perfect and the
butterflics regained their faculties and
appeared none the worse. for the operation.
But soon after, the bodies underwent a
remarkable change in their color scheme,
the final color assumed being that of the
insect to which the head belonged. In one
case a female on which the head of a male
was grafted became subsequently masculine.

Butterflies are * Winged Flowers ’ in more
senses than one, in being scented; varxegl
:and subtle perfumes are emitted from their
scent bottles,. at will or on being disturbed.
Scents are produced by some scales, specially
‘modified for that purpose. = The odour eva-
-porates on the surface of the scale or on the
marginal fringes. ‘As a rule the most
-gorgeous butterflies e. g. the Painted Lady
or the Red Admiral (Vanessa atlanta) are
‘quite scentless.” Usually it is the male
which is -scented. The male Euploea, on
‘capture, protrudes the anal brushes, fleshy
cones carrying - tufts of buff bair, and at
‘once a pleasant aroma’ diffuses over the
whole place. The scent apparatus of the
male Danais consists of 2 protrusible hair-

~handled or otherwise ir

brushes at the apex of the abdomen and a
pouch on the hind wing. A grub of the
Swallow-tail,  Papilio demolens,  when
i ritated extrudes a
forked yellow process from the prothorax
and thus gives out a scent. The scent-
serves usually a protective purpose to repel
cnemies as in the case of the grub mention-
ed above. But in most cases the perfumes,
even though they may not be pleasant to
human olfactory sense, seem to be used
excldsively in courting, as an attraction for
the female. In fact a keen observer found
a male spraying scent over his ¢ lady love *,

Butterflies lay their eggs, round and
domeshaped, in singles or as clusters on or
near foodplants suitdble to the dietetic needs
of the grubs whose food is entirely different
from that of the nectar sipping adults. In
the choice of the correct plant favorable to
the prospective progeny, the femal¢ is
guided by her sense of smell. Experiments
have shown how she could be easily duvped
into laying egfs on fabric impregnated with
the essential oil of the necessary foodplant ;

she is however expert enough to reject -

instantly fabrics soaked in other essential
oils. The next stage after the egg, is the
grub or the caterpillar. It has 3 pairs of
legs—we have advanced very far from the
times referred to by the anonymous poet, tie
author of “the bishop and the caterpillar’,
sensational sermons from bishops on themes
of philosophical zoology being very common
nowdays—and 5 pairs of suckerfect, Its
main business, socn after coming out of the
egg till the end of its term, is to eat. It
feeds on plant tissue, on the leaf openly.
Most caterpillars feed at night e. g. the
larva of the Rice butterﬂy (Melanitis Ismene)
which during the daydqaes sticking so closely
to the leaf of the paddy as to render discq-
very extermely difficult. The amount of
food consumed per diem by a caterpillar,
who has been aptly described as “living to

cat’ is about twice the weight of its body.
This feat which on translation means &
man consuming 140 seers of food per day,
stewards in scout camp kitchens can rest
happily assured no * jacala "—the cub with
the largest appetite—can ever hope to
perform. . S o
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The next stage is the pupa (—baby) so
named as the limbs are packed away under
the skin just as those of the baby are wrapp-
ed round with swaddling clothes. There is
no cocoon, pupation being on the plant. The

.pupa will hang either-direct by the tail or
by threads or will be found free in leaves
rolled or drawn together. ‘

The final stage is the imago, the glorious
transformation of the lowly grub into the
wonderful butterfly being brought out in the
proverb ‘ he knelt downa grub and rose a
butterfiy ’. . Butterflies feed on the nectar of
flowers—-y oungslers in southern districts are
fond of ripping -open the stomach of a
common Swallow tail and licking the juicy
honey contained therein—which they suck
by means of a long tube kept spirally coiled
upder the head. Like other insects typified
by the ‘Kallu kanda Icha’ (the fly which
sighted toddy), butterflies are fond of
spirits. v

Butterflies are longlived and a Madagas-

car Zoologist has devised a strange means
for promoting their longevity further. His
experiments with beheaded caterpillars
surprised him by the headless grubs not
only continuing to live but by later being
transformed into headless butterflies. -The
curious fact about these headless butterflies®
was their having been more long-lived than
their fellows who were left as nature made
them. The explanatidn of this curious pheno-
menon lies apparently in the reduced activity
of the headless beings who in virtue of -their
more placid lives wear out their vital forces
at a slower rate than the ever energetic
perfect butterflies and thus attain a compa-
ratively ripe old age. :

Even among bufterflies, a group of insects
which have always delighted the hearts of
man in various ways, are some pests, their
chief depredations being directed towards.
our staple foadplant the paddy. It isthe"
grub who is the real pest. In addition to
the larvae of the Rice butterfly (Melanitis
Ismene), and the Rice Skipper. (Parnara
mathias), those of the Peacock, Junonia
Almana, destroy paddy fields on a lerge
scale. The larva of the skipper is like
that of Melanitis, invisible, -being closely
pressed to the leaf, but webs up the leaf

before hiding. The pupa lies in the folds
of the leaf or 2 leaves fastened together by
silk or the rolled leaf. The larva of a
‘ Hairstreak * (Virachola isocrates) attacks
guava and pomegranate fruits and is a
formidable enemy of the market gardener.
To eradicate these pests, many means are
adopted like spraying insecticides etc.
Butterflies, as the proverb says, need not
be broken on the wheel, but yet defeating
these insignificant insect pests demands
extraordinarily great extertions. A recently
discovered method of fighting these is to
utilise the services of insect policemen whom
nature has decreed to live as parasites on

‘the pests. For example the larva of the

rice skipper is the host of parasitic ‘ flies’
and ‘bees’. One aim of scientific agricul-
ture is to keep dewn the pests by encourag-
ing actively the breeding of the useful
parasites. '

The butterfly is a clerk of the weather to
the Tamilian who says if the butterfly
flies low, it is sure to rain’. These insects
have a curious habit of flying in swarms
during the season towards a particular
direction. During 'such flights the swarm
though in straggling numbers; may extend -
many miles in length. . At the close of the
rainy season on the west coast, troops of
butterflies may be seen hovéring about on
their march. Annually during this season
I remember meeting, on my daily noon
cycle-rides from West Hill to Calicut ands
back, hordes of these butterflies known
as'‘ Ona Pakshi’ so called from being the
forerunners of the greatest National festival .
of Kerala. In other parts of the South,
vast numbers of ‘Blues’ appear in the
beginning of the spell of fair weather after
the withdrawal of all rains. As that is the
harvest sason these ‘buttetflies are' named
‘harvest birds’. Butterflies ‘appear to be

~great'travellers ; the Painted Lady a butter-

fly rare in ‘our plains is known to migrate | -
from the desert stretching across North ’

Africa and Asia Minor to the Balkan states ™
via Palestine, Syria and Turkey and then. -
from Egypt, Tripoli and Algeria to Southern .,
Europe and ' thence into England - and -
Scotland and ‘even Ireland. . Waves of
migrations follow this circait regulasly.
intervals, ' : .
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Butterflies while on the march in response
to the migratory instinct seem to lose their
heads in more senses than one when crossing
rivers, seas and other expanses of water.
The immense mortality on such occasions
has been noted by many observers.
Another type of stupidity displayed by
butterflies usually single, may have been
noticed frequently by readers who occupy
rooms with glass windows ; this described

by a poet Wilfrid Gibson has an impartant

lesson for us scouts with high ideals of
life and so I make no apology for quoting it.

“ All morning into my rooms o
Through the open. window the tortoiseshell
butterflies flutter,

(seP.

Drunk with the hé:’ndy‘ fume -

Of honeyed privet that heavy with bloom

Suffuses the summer &ir with the scent
of heaven, - ~

Then, seeking once more to régain - -

The airs of Eden, in sudden panic.they -
flutter o

And dash themselves on the pane,

Flapping their painted fans in an aggn;’ o

vain

Against the pitiless glass, in despair of
heaven. :

As I, too, flutter in vain v .

And yet the wiy you came, O foolish
butterflies, o

Is open still for your return to paradise.”

i

The Be Prepared Candle Sconce.

The approach of winter evenings reminds
me of my letting you know how to make a
scouty little metal candle sconce. The
materials required will be a sheet of brass
or copper, iron or steel bale birdings, soft
iron rivets and clips, and for tools, a
hammer, pair of pliers, pair of tinman’s
snips, a brad punch and a block of hard

rood.

“OCut out of brass a pattern of the Scout
Badge. Cut out a key hole at top to fix on
wall nail. This is done by punching a hole
and then filing up a way. To punch, place
material on the hard block of wood and
strike with punch. If you are clever you
may gently hammer the badge and do what
is ‘called repousse work to give a solid
appearance to the badge. ‘ o

Take suitable pieces of the iron bindings
and if of steel, heat and cool down gradually
to reduce temper. Bend a pattern of letters
B P and join to badge.

Cut out a four armed piece of brass to
make the spring to hold candle. Puncha
hole in centre, lay a stout pencil over it and
bend the arms up to form the spring.

Next cut out another four armed design,
punch a hole in centre and bend sides in a
gentle curve. This forms a cup te receive
overflowing candle wax.

All joins are to be made with rivets or
clips. The clip is nothing but firmly bend-
ing a narrow strip of brass or’iron where
join is required.

Remember to temper B P design by
heating over charcoal fire and quenching in
water before fixing to badge. Fix cup and
spring by a bolt and nat. This will help
cleaning. Burnish or enamel the whole
instrument to taste.

" The illustrations will be self explandtory.

If difficulties are experienced address me
through the Editor.

The Longest Word.

Some time ago a correspondent asked

_ which was the longest word. This is a point
which always interests boys who have a lot
to do with’ such things as vocabularies,
dictionaries and lexicons, and who there-
fore are only too glad to find something to
lighten the dullness of these forbidding

tomes.

When we were boys we found out that
the longest word which has ever appeared
in literatyre is one of no less than 172
letters in one of Aristotle's Comedies. It
begins  Lepad— " (which is the Greek for
“limpet”,) and is really ‘a list of the
delicacies in a certain dish which comes in
the play. As this is, in fact; a compound

P

1928.1 -

of 26 ordinary words it did not seem quite
the thing to claim it as a genuine word any
more than the similar long German com-

pounds or the compound technical names

which doctors and chemists use,

Of another kind was ** the longest word
in the English language,” appearing in
dictionaries as ‘‘ honorificabilitudinitati-
bus’’ But this also did not seem quite the
square thing, being a mere faked rigmarole
which appeared in an ecighteenth-century
play.

In later years the word ‘‘ undenomina,
tional "’ came into frequent use in English
and the longest of its derivatives first
appeared in print over the signature of the
present writer in a sentence about those
who *“ were antiundenominationalistically "
disposed. ‘'This was, up till then, the longest
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English word ever used (29 letters). Of
late years, however, another compound from
the same root has come into more general
use in the form ‘ interdenominational,’”’ and

in the S. S. M. Quarterly for June, 1927,

appears the sentence: ‘‘ That is why some

people profess themselves to be antinter-

denominationalistically inclined.” Here we

have in print a word of 32 letters whichisa
getuine word, not a fake or made up in any

way, but a word expressing an idea which

cannot be so well expressed -either by any

other word or even by any combination of

words. We may, therefore, claim that this

is actually the longest word in the English

language and probably the longest genuine

simple word in any language.

HERBERT DRAKE
(The Boy's Own Paper}

Water and Water as Power. |
ScouT ENGINEER.

N the preceeding article we considered
about wind and wind-power.. Now we
shall consider about what another of Nature's
gifts can do for us This water power,
similar to wind power is cheap. *“ The Miller
on the Dee ” reminds us of his mill by the
side of the river Dee, and many of us have
seen many pictures of English country life
depicting a similar scene. Here the miller
used the power of flowing water to turn his
grinding stone. Shall we now pass on to
think for a moment how his workshop
would be like, and how it was fitted up.

Of course, his water mill was very simple -

indeed There were two wheels, with
eight or a dozen spokes, about 8 feet or 10
feet. in diameter, and planks were fixed
across joining one spoke of one wheel. with
one spoke of the other. So there were
twelve planks or paddles across the two
wheels which are about two or. three feet

across. This water-wheel is called paddle-
‘wheel. This wheel was so fixed up that one
“or two paddles dlipped in the flowing water,

which striking against the paddles caused
them to revolve. ~ The axle is fixed to the

', paddle wheel, hence this also revolves - with

required at the wheel. Of cousse the .nsed
_perform its other useftl purpose as jrrigd

the wheel. The axle gives the necessary
turning movement to the grindiny-stone.;~  /

_ Similar to-the force of the wind, the force
of the stream also is variable. The water in
the stream 'is very little especially at .a time -
when the farmer or the miller most needs it,
that i's at the end of summer. The flow of
water can’ to a certain extent be regulated
by building a dam high up the river; so that
water power is always available..

The bottom paddle of wheel as it turns
round is pushed forward by thé flowing
water., Hence this is called the * Under-
shot”* wheel. e T

There is another type of wheel in which
the water is allowed to falkon the top of
the wheel. This is called “Over shot”
type. Here the weight of the water also
forms an accessory to the motion of the

wheel and thus makes it a more efficient.

type than the other wheel. This type .can
be used if there is a water fall, or tl?::

has to be led to the necessary beight
water can be allowed at the lower level.:

etc. A

e water . ...
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Instead of paddles for undershot type we
have buckets for over shot wheel, and as
water flows on the wheel it causes it to
tevolve, the water accumulating in the
bucket, but the bucket empties itself as soon
as it comes at its lowest position as it is
rigidly fixed to the wheel. It is not
absolutely necessary that the water feed
should be higher than the wheel. It can be
fed even at the level of the axle. The tlpe
in which the water is fed at the level of the
axis is called the “‘breast” wheel

The feed of water can be controlled by
means.of a trap door or sluice, to regulate
the flow of water, and also dams can be
constructed to store up water for use when
necessary if the water is insufficient,

The water wheel described can be efficien-
they used if the water-fall is not large
enough. The power also is small, and it
requires a big wheel if the fall of water is
from a great height. In this case a certain
kind of machinery called a water turbine is
made use of. It is also more efficient.
Also it is comparatively smaller than a
water-wheel of the same. power.

We shall now consider as to how the
water turbine works, and its general
- construction. Water is allowed to fill in a
chamber, which’ has at the bottom a
specially shaped piece called guiding vanes.
Water passes through these guiding vanes
on to another wheel with vanes which rotate,
This wheel is horizantally fitted up, and the
guiding vanes are also arranged to suit.
The water in its flow causes the wheel to
revolve and passes. out by ducts provided

for the purpose. The vanes, because they .

are fitted up obliquly, rotate when the water
strikes against them. The vertical axle of
the horizantal ‘wheel reaches above the
chamber where ‘it is connected to the
machinery which is to be driven.

Man’s genius has mastered all the great
waterfalls of the world; which were allowed
before to run to waste all the stored up
energy. The mighty Niagara, with its five
thousand horsepower turbines and alterna-
tors is indeed a great marvel. Here wé'

gene

[SEP.

}jlave 1 factories placed on the site but the
tﬁcmcny that “ produced from dynamos of
;:(f}l:ﬁtor§ or simply electricity generating
miles t]}?r) are carried over hundreds of
the pu rgugh wires specially fitted up for
is (lie "pose, and the power used where there
Missi::f}n(} for it. The waters of t‘he
S ‘th 1pp1, the waterfalls in Seandinavia,

witzerland, Italy and Mexico age all now

utlhled to ri‘ . .
‘e man ¢ . n
power. give man electric light a‘

Gr itain , :
eat Britain is uafortunate in the res-

F:Ct (;hat 1t has no waterfalls and thus is
reed to depend upon coal for power.
Kinlockleven ~

station. The h

area of about fif

In 2 big reser

thousand five h

city of the tank

ty square miles is collected
vour, ' covering nearly two
undred sizr‘es. and the capa%
: 1s rated to be 10 crores 0
;thbagi \vatﬁr, It is about one thousand
thron hVet e sea le\{el.' The water is taken
watergtur%l']e yard diameter “steel pipes to
rents - for l?es which produce electric cur:
manuf 'ght and power, and. for the
acture of aluminum from its ore.

an(Iindtl:eb(éSts of having also'big waterfalls,
steps in th overnment are taking - hurried
The Puk e l'?’.dro-l::.lectric Survey scheme.
then ot}}; a;a alls will first be considered and
of aemaerd af\lls when fqnds permit. The lack
for hurn . 1Of power is the main drawback
the aer”ng up the scheme. No doubt,
'HYdro-(}:’t{lc current produced under the
aby ectric scheme of South India will

€ to meet all demands in South Indis,

and railways t . th ind
Every hogSe 02 can be driven by electricity-

bec ;
ome very cheap. -But the first cost i5

il:::;r?alv.vmllfd I remember fight, the electfic
distanc; e ]t' have to be' carried over @
which will wo hundred and fifty miles,
hich hcost two-hundred lakhs of rupees,

ne the cost of machinery etc., at. the
the‘;?;:,;f Station and at jocations where
i {s‘ required. Abyhow, within
hall OZén years or so South India will
v)oy the privileges of cheap electric current.

S GORAK

boasts now of a large power*
favy rain falling over an

an be lighted, for it will
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‘““ Scouting.”

We, the 15 members of the 1st Cannanore
Scout Troop, Municival High School,Canna-
nore left the station on Saturday the 11th
August 1028 for Edakad where we were to
camp for the day. The train.left the station
exactly at6 25a.m. On alighting at Edakad,
we proceeded to the hill on w hich we determi-
ned to camp. The little rain tllatflrlzzled was
never cared for by all of us. Lven though
our way up the hill was very risky and
adventurous we could say for certain that
all my brother scouts and mysdf really took
it to be a pleasure and sport In passing all
the obstacles on the way and our 8th law
that ““ A scout smiles and whistles under all
difficulties ' was well kept up. ‘

No sooner had we ascended the hill we:
proceeded to Sree Narayana Guru Swami's
Mutt. We had our prayer and after a
short interval we sat at lunch on the
provisions we carried along with us.

Even though the weather was against us
we were not against the carrying out of our
day's programme. In the exploratlfmhand
surveying of the hill the three patrols ¢ osc;
three diferent routes, Our staves were o
great use to us in the descending of the hill.
During the exploration we observed all the
important things and on our return took a
collection of the various uncommon plants

and other things to our camp. '

Then we had our SONgs and entertain-
ments, after which each of us made a rotigh,
sketch map of the place about our camp..
Then 12 of us left the camp for bath in the
river close by. After our return to the camp
we sat at dinner. No sooner had we

fiinished our meal we found a group of poor

boys belonging to the surroundings of our

camp and we distributed the little beaten rice
that we had among all of them and they
were quite pleased with our trifling gift.
Then we had our games after which we
talked to the people assembled with our
Scoutmaster as the president on the *“ Impor-
tance of Scouting . We were careful to
explain the laws, especially the 4th law
that “ A Scout is a friend to all and a
brother to every other scout, no matter to
what social class the other belongs ', and
we made them understand perfectly well
what Scouting is. Then one amongst the
audience was kind enough to speak a few
words assuring us that he would try his
utmost to organize the movement there.
After the president’s concluding remarks
the meeting terminated with the usual vote
of thanks. ’ ’

Then the time being 4-30 p. m. we had
our evening coifee after which we sang the’
National Anthem and left the camp at 5 in
the evening for the Railway Station. OQur
object in leaving the camp garly was’ to
avoid the difficulties that we would®
have had to undergo in descending the hill
in dusk  We returned by train because our
object to return walking was frustated by
the rains. o

Waiting at the station for some time the
train came which carried all of us back to

" our starting place.

S. E. MICHAEL,
Troop Leader,
.Ist. Cannanore Scout Troop,
Munici pal High School,
Cannanore, (N. Malabar.)
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A Very Important Announcement.

. “Scouting for

Boys in India”
IN

Tamil & Malayalam
- Editions are expected to be out of the
' Press very Soon.

Register your orders early.

For particulars apply to :

The Provincial,Scout Head Quarters,
‘ - P. 0. Box 424, Triplicane, Madras.
CRASED) a1 e



The Boy Scout Year Book.
The First of its Kind Published in India.

Among the Contributors are:— ‘

Sir Dr. Brajendra Nath Seal, Sir Dr.
Rabindranath Tagore, Sir Alfred Pickford,
Sadhu Vaswani, Capt. Petaval, Mahatma
Gandhi, Danieal Carter Beard and James
I:. West of U.S.A., Frank Irwin of Canada
-—and many other distinguished personages
of India and Abroad.

YES, YOU WILL LIKE THE BOOK.
ITS SUCCESS AND
POPULARITY ARE GUARANTEED.
A Hundred Pictures and One or Two
Colour plates. All for Re. 1/- (One Rupee)
only—postage extra.

An Ideal Dasara, Christmas,
or New Year Presentation Book.

Book your orders to-day, with

THE ORGANISING COMMISSIONER,
BOY SCOUTS OF MYSORE,
Fort, Bangalore City.

* Specially for Troops, Scouters
and Associations ”’

At Reduced Price
Scouting for Boys
in India
BY
Sir Robert Baden-Powell

Latest Edition.

Please note that you cannot
get the Book at this Reduced Price
anywhere else.

Only a few copies available
Please order early
and secure your copy.

Fm; f;tfther Particulars Please Apj;i&“io:
K. G. Ananda Rao,

c/o Post Box 424,
Triplicane, Madras.

Books for Boy Scouts.

Edited by J. Vincent Mendis.

Rs. A, P.
Games for Schools and
Scouts .1 4 0
Methods of Early Train-
ing of Boy Scouts ... 2 0 0

Boy Scout Diaries for

1929,

is in Press.

e e e

Published and sold by the
Basel Mission Press &
Book Depot,

Mangalore,

BALMS—AND THE BALM.

For the relief of Aches and
Pains there have come into being

many balms. But THERE'S ONLY
ONE BALM with a world
wide reputation for over 42 years,
as fhe Safest, Surest and

Quickest Cure.

LITTLE'S ORIENTAL BALM
1S THE BALM.

A LITTLE DOES A LOT.

~ GET A BOTTLE TO-DAY.

South Kanara,

Sold at all Chemists and 8 tore e
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% Three Useful Soaps for Scouts
VEGETOL
Pure as sunshine. Lathers in any kind of water.
WASHWELL
Best Household Soap. Washes clothes snow
white and clean. Sold in twin tablets and bars.

COAL TAR : 3
For disinfectant purposes. Prevents and %
cures skin diseases %
Avoid spurious imitations g
A

®

QX VRN BARANXATD

AV RAIRAY

T

¥

Kerala Soap Institute, Calicut.
FENWIIINRYF U BB INY

LAIAAIRANIR

scour | FOR

xoument | Bost Scout Service rely on us.
oy butlein) g Gyarantee Satisfaction and
supplied to Seout- '} .«

:masters-and other~ ‘ oileal GOOds

jofficers {ree ot jn comparatively low rates, ,
e N Try and be sure of this, | —

HRAM

Our Iliustrated

i . ‘
| pricelist ‘can  be!}’
|

sent quite free on
demand to any- |
" body. l :

e 1]

| You will find large stocks of the following always with us: .

s Haversacks, waterbottles, shoulder knots, garters, signalling flags, whistles, %

' lanyards, belts, billicans, axes, stietchers, first aid boxes, union jacks, troop

flags, books ; Urdu, Hindi and English, pictures, charts scout stationery,

registers}-indoor games, diaries, pencils hats, shirts, shorts,

neckerchief, staff etc., etc.  In short fqr any and

e | evervthing that a Scout may require ours
| The Children's { is the best place to try.

{ ‘ News. i i .

. The best Month- {{.

‘11}' magazine for : THE INDIAN SCOUTS’ STORES,

Ii scouts, boys and

!

— et svieieasie | |
1

| i
Another Maga- [{!
zine issued at ‘
|

i

! D —

' sons &

! | DAUGHTERS"
1

J

i} every quarter for
i I youths and rovers

| . 'patronised by

i girls conducted by [}i Egerton Road, DELHI, | Sadhu Vaswani,

. i Si. Jawaharial }{
us. i 1 . Nehru and olhe‘rl i

| Annl. Subs.Re.2/- 1} B . leaders, !

P T . e —————— _'f__'._“"'_ﬁ::'_'_":"";““;;j, {
- pnntad by The Kitchener Press, Messts. Read & Co., 21, High Road, Triplicane, Madras . :
and Published by P. S. Narayanswami, B. A, L.T., 4/19, Adiyappa Mudali Street, Vepery P, O,, Mé’gw
’ " for the Provincial Council of the Doy Scouts Association, Madras, RV M
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