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Thought for the Month.

—:%

' We must display for all to see
How boys of every class and kind
Can make this nation great and free. i

For we must lead impetuous youth
And guide its feet with tact and care,
Not asking for a high reward

But linking all to God', by prayer.”

(With apologiés to the Editor ; The Scouter.)

i

Greetings

This month, the month of February is a
lrudmark in the Scouting world as it is the
' in which were born two individuals who
- a of the greatest use to the world of
boys wnd girls. Our beloved Chief as also " his
worthy help-mate the .Chief Guide were born
on the 22nd of February and we take this
opportunity of conveying to them the best
wishes of all the -Cubs, Scouts, Rovers and
Scouters of the Province. 'May they live long
and-be of continued service to the boyhood and
girlhocd of the world ! :

s * TR ‘ *®
Efficiency o .
As a result of the many inspiring messages
which were published in the S. L. B. S,, of last

‘moath, scoutersand scouts all over the Province

have been really stitred up and news has been

teceived from various places that there is really

no cause for despondency, and that Scouters,

- Scouts, Cubs and Rovers are working this year

with the motto * Efficiency” before them.
This means that we shall have a large number
of II Class and I Class scouts with a large
number of Proficiency Badges to their credit,
so that they will be more useful to the. world
at large for rendering effective and efficient
service. We are apt to forget the interests of
boys in our daily pre-occupations, sometimes,
but if we just remember in those times that the

 OURSELVES.

. - s
work we have undertaken is for the regeneration
of the boyhood of the country, we shall
certainly be buoyed up with hope and .work

- mare enthusiastically for the welfare of .the &

.more active interest in the Mowvement.

:boys.

M : % %

Local Associations & Troops Committees

* We are glad to notice that Local Associations
are coming to their own now and people all
over the province are taking.a keener and
_ They
have come to feel that Scouting is for the. wel.
fare of the boy and as parents, their duty is to
see that the boys get as much of a good thing
as possible. A Local Association is a very
powerful factor for good scouting in any loca-
lity and many districts are dividing up thejr
district Associations into Local Associations
over different areas, and converting the District
Associations into advisory bodies. This of couise
is as it should be and we hope that these Lo&d]
Associations will work with the one object in

-mind and that the welfare of the boys of the

locality.

If these associations went one step
further and saw to the organisation of a Troop
Parents’ Committee fot every Troop or Pack in
their localities, the parents would come infor
attention and their help, it need hardly be added,
is of vital importance in, the scout scheme,. *

* L * *
e
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Special Features
" We draw the attention of our readers to the
special articles this month : The one on Troop
Committees and their duties will make the wise
Scouter see whata help it would be to him if
he had one for his troopalso. The responsibility
©f the Troop Committee is so great in the life
-and-management of a troop that it will make us
all wonder how we have got on, if we have
really got an at all, till now, it may be, without
a troop committee, The article on the Indian
Constitution is a plain and simple account of
the constitution of the Indian Government at
the present time. It will give our Rovers, for
whom it is mainly intended, a clear view, ina
nutshell, of the them. That great exponent of
Cubbing Miss Barclay
has given us a beauti-
ful monograph on the

A message from one of our

BOY SCOU™Y. [FEB.

enable our scouters to make their scouts learn
this useful and interesting art and become pro-
ficient as Pathfinders. In a sense, every scout
should be a pathfinder and if his knowledge is
imperfect, such a scout would, instead of guiding
aright, mislead others. We hope that scouters
of experience will help us by contributing
articles on this topic frequently.

o
3

The International Jamboree in England

The event that is engaging the attention of
every one in the scouting world all over is un-
questionably the International Jamboree of
August 1928 and we are sure that many in this
province are making prepartions to participate
in that great event.
Letters received from
England deal with this

Value of Play in Cub  Brother scouts from far-off Japan. one topic mainly and

Training. The article
on Cubs and Play in
this number is based

The Movement here, though not so publicly advertised

every scoutand scouter

"“The compliments of the season to brother scouts. ig anxious to have in

the great gathering as

n Miss Braclay's in the from of Rallies and Marches Past, does as much many of his Indian

article and will, it is  work as the Movement in Madras.

"hoped enable ‘fed-up’

brothers as possible,

‘Akelas, to have a new
viewol Cubbing and
‘incidentally pave the
way for making them

One cannot but admire the spirit of brotherliness We know that other

existing universally among Boy Scouts.

i The other day, I paid a visit toa Japanese High
School Troop and was received with as much cordiality
as I would have got from a Troop in Madras.

provinces are making
very serious prepara-
tions in this direction
and we are certain

enjoy a few hours of

The Scouts were very eager to know something about

that Madras will cer-

i happiness : h ) ; .
genuine happ their brothers in India and welcomed an Indian brother tainly not lag behind

revery week. The arti- into their midst.
cle on How to Orga-
,nise a LOCZII ASSOCiEl~
_tion by (O) givesafew
‘but essential practical )
hints on tackling the SthJanuary 1923,
‘problems of starting
one such association N
‘in your locality. Will you kindly write ts us
any other. suggestions and hints you ma
"have in solving this difficult problem? The
,Karious other articles are commended to your
ind attention and we request you all to help us
_with such cohtributions so that the Magazine
'may take the place of a valuable adjunct to that
~wonderful Magazine “the Scouter "? JFrom
next'month onwards, we hope to reserve a
. .page for queries from our readers.and scouters’
all over the presidency and beyond. Every one
Q{S earuestly requested to send the queries along,
.to us and we shall publish them gladly in the
magazine and answer them to the best of our
‘knowledge. ‘

The new feature from this month onwards—
Mapmaking and Mapreading—is intended to

Es%\o\(o (R

Kobe: Japan

The fact of my being a scout has put me ona different
footing with the Japanese than if I was not a scout.”’

Sormerly P|L Lions, I Sivaji
Model High School Troob, Saidapet. quest made 1n the Pro-

‘ other provinces in this
particular, :
b * T4
* For District
~ Officials
In spite of the re-

k

M. H. SHARIF,

_ vincial Headquarters
Notices of last month, many District Com-
missioners and Secretaries have been silent
and have not till now sent us the Troop
and Pack Registration and Warrant Nomina-
tion forms of the troops, Packs and un-
warranted scouters in the district. Indeed,
many individual scouters have been very often
vexed at the passivity of the District Officials
in the matter of correspondence and routine and
if they have not loudly complained against
them, it'is more due to their sense of loyalty to
the Sf:out Law and the Promise more than
anything else. In scouting, fortunately, red

.tape has been done away with to a large extent,

but as an organisation there is bound to be some
red tapeand it is very necessary that it should be
so. The Provincial Hd. Qurs., very rightly

way?
. way

T
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¢ancelled the warrants of all those scouters

who did not submit their Census returns last
September. When it was known that the troops
were in existence, the Commissioners were
requested to send 'up Nomination forms for
warranting those scouters and registration forms
for the re-registration of those units. The
Registration of a troop means that the troop is

a recognised body belonging to a big wortld

wide organisation with its own accepted rules
and regulations, has certain privileges and a
status. The warranting of a scoutmaster gives

him a postion of honour and trust in the

Movement and these are vested in him by the
Provincial Chief Scout and the Provincial
Commissioner. So, it is but natural that
scouters should be very anxious to receive their
warrants and get their troops and packs

registered. This duty is the duty of District

Commissioners and District or Local Associa-

‘tion Secretaries and'if these officers would only
‘think of the scoutmaster and his work ‘with the

boys, there would be no ~ause for complaint.
What we wish to point out is that itis hardly
fair that hard working scouters and enthusiastic
troops should be treated in such an unbusiness-
like way. May we request Secretaries and
Commissioners to send up Troop and Pack
Regid. tion applications and Warrant Nomina-
tion forms f. ' +he troops and Packs which
have not y. _gistered in-their areas as
also for the scou..rs whose warrants have to be
newly issued or re-issued? We may be
permitted to remind the District Commissioners
and Secretaries that a scouter before he can
be warranted as such has to serve a period of
three months probation with a troop or pack,
and that the tfoop or pack before being
recommended for registration, should be visited
by the Commissioner or one deputed by him to
see if the work is being carried on in the proper

* s *

Who ‘is who .
Will all scouters who have not yet ser
their particulars for the “ Whois Who™
last month’s Magazine) kindly send them ol
the Provincial Headquarters immediates,

Blank forms can be had on application to the
Office Assistant, P. O. Box 424, Madras.

%k * * . R

Some times, depressing thoughts surge -into
the minds of the keenest of us.and words to
this effect are offen uttered —¢ What after all ig
the use in these things? How does it help me 2
I know that Tam doing my best but I have the
bad luck to meet with disappointments all round,
I feel inclined to give it all up in despair . To.
such it is difficult to give a suitable answer, it
is true, but there will surely come a time when
your boys ¢ will remember that though you .
said littleabout discipline and though you made ‘
no display of authority, yet the troop was a A
model of good behaviour and your word w; !/
law because it was lové as ‘well.  They " will
remember with joy the ‘smiles, the tears of
boyhood’s years, the words of «love then
spoken’. They will then remember that it
was you who brought into their dull and drab
lives the first rays of the Sunshine, who put in
their hearts new hopes and aspirations, who
led them from boyhood into.a splendid man-
hood, who shared with them your life in joyous
comradeship.” In that you will find your full
reward. :

Good Scouting.

/ fMaquQuJbﬁAﬁ

Editor, S. 1. B. S,

- E———

THE 'SCOUTS’ OWN.

HE particular object of a « Scouts’ Own”

Promise.
Firstly, to help the boys to be loyal to the
first clause of their Scout Promise.

Secondly, to help them to be loyal to the

. Headquarters religious policy of our Movement,

which provides that it is expected every Scout
s hall belong to some religious denomination and
ttend its services, and that they, the Scouts,

for Troops...is threefold, like the Scouts’

shall be encouraged to attend the sefvices of
their own denominations. ’ o

Thirdly, to help them to practise the religion
they profess, and to understand the inner
meaning of the Scout Law, and all the ideals
of a Scout, o

All these three objects run together toward
the one ideal.... . :

To come to details. The first thing'to do is
to try and arrange for a time for your “ Scouts’
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on Sunday which will not clash with
services or other classes which the boys

Spﬂi&.‘ F.e_‘lld attend. Some “ Scouts' Own"” are run
" 'We draw, week night, but I think Sunday is the best
special arth if a4 time can be arranged.

Committe

Arrangements should always be made for
leave of absence to be granted if the parents
do not approve, as for example, in the case of
Roman Catholics or Jews, or if it seems a boy’s
prior duty to attend some service or other
class held at the same time.

The method of conducting a “ Scouts* Own”
hardly needs describing. The Sgouts sit in
‘patrols, an officer taking the chair, a hymn,
‘simple prayers on Scout lines, reading from the
Bible conducted by a leader, another hymn, an
address of 10--15 minutes by some one who
understands boys and the Scout point of view,
a closing hymn and the Grace. Then any
special notices and “ The King”, the whole

"\ taking about 45 minutes, and never more than

in hour. This with variations to suit local
circumstances, is the usual order.

The great point I think to rememoer is,
while you cannot teach the "boys any definite

religious faith, you can teach them to feel the

need of such a faith, and influence them.to try
and, learn and understand from their own
clergy or ministers and teachers. You can
instruct them to be regular and reverent
members of the church to which they belong,
and you can let them see and understand that

[FEB.

as Scouts they must try to put God
first,

And then, of course, there is the unfathomble
meaning of the Scout Law which is, I think,
the most wonderful explanation of what a real
boy should be which has ever been invented ;
and, as a working example of what may be
done, perhaps I may end with an account of
ghat we have tried to do at our own “Scouts’

wn.

At first we always had an address or paper
read to the whole Troop by a visitor or one of
the officers, including the Patrol Leaders in
turn,  Then the Court of Honour determined
totry a new experiment. We took Captain
Roland Philipps’s Letters to o Leader on the
Scout Law as a textbook, and discussed the first
law, and each Leader took a copy of the book
home to study. Then at the « Scouts’ Own ",
after the opening hymn, prayers, Bible reading,
and a second hymn, we split up into Patrols
for fifteen minutes, and each Leader taught and
discussed the meaning of the Law with his
own Patrol. Then we met again as a Troop.
I told them one little story from life as an
illustration of Scout Honour, we had another
hymn, closing prayer, orders for the week, and
“ The King,” and concluded, as usual, in forty-
five minutes,

From « THE TWO IDEALS,”
By H. Geoffrey Elwes,

Possibilities of School Scouting II.

(Special for the S. I, B. §.)

N this article, I am merely considering what is
possible fora School-organisation to do to
the Movement and to the Public in the cause
of Scouting. 1 do not claim that they are
strictly their obligations, though one day, the
Public might say that they were sleeping in
trust, that the Schools would do all that must
be done for boys.

School-organisations must first realise the
possibilities of Boy-Power in nation-building,
and believe that it is good, useful work done
for the Public, if they awake them to a consci-
ousness of them. They must make the Public
understand, too, that School-work alone is not

- enough for the boy and that some complemen.'

tary work of the nature of Scouting is & neces-
sity, to develop the powers of the Boy fuily,

Its methods being fundamentally different from
those of the School and its activities being,
essentially, of a character that adapts them best
to the open air, and to an atmosphere in which
the Doy reigns and not the master, thé Boy

Scout movement is the organisation calculated -
It behoves the School not

for such a purpose.
merely to educate the Parent so far, but, also,
to give him to understand, clearly, that this
work is not more the School-master’s than that
of any other professionaland that vvery School-
master not having chosen his profession by
reason of his special faculty, alone, is not more
fitted than any other Boy-lover,as the only
qualification for success as a Leader -of Beys
in Scouting is the Boy-Spirit of the man.

School-organisations, in choosing to patronise

the Scout Movement by running Troops do so |

3
~and. the other 1‘\'!1

only in their capacity as representatives of the
Public.

Whether it ought not to be made obligatory
on School-organisations, by reason of their
existing also to serve Boys is a question which
is asked. We can consider here whether it is
desirable.

The arguments for compulsion are various.
One of them is that such an intellectual move-
ment cannot be understood, in all its goodness,
by the man in the street who sends his boy to
school. It is said that it is top much to expect
him to understand its value for the motherland,
The second is that it is not wise to miss the boys
who congregate in school and go in search of
them to their homes. The third is that dealing
with boys being an art in which the School-
master is an adept, it is unwise to go after any
other professional for dealing with the boy,
The fourth is that, instead of having to educate
the parent, before giving the boy the benefit of
Scout Training it would be a far easier task to
expect it of the teacher, and instead of taxing
the already highly-taxed resourcesof the parent
it would be more proper to agitate and get
grants from the Department if it be made the
concern of schools.

Yes. All these devices are even now in exis.
tence and they help to keep the Parent as far
aloof as he could possibly be. The Boy smells
also schooling profoundly in Scouting. Pre-

it is being run on these lines,

But the policy of the Boy Scout Movement
js that it is a Parents' organisation for Buys,
Secondly, it is the parent who can efficiently do

something for the Movement, too. Granting -

that School-organisations are powerful enough
to get more grants, can they at any time bear
the, responsibilities of as many troops as are
needed for all the Boys of an “Institution ?
Thirdly, where is the time, in School for it
and where is the atmosphere?” The proper
conditions for each Trogp isto flourish in
different corners of the town. -Fourthly, its
activities get confined to the school itself which
is a strain upon the school-masters, Why pre-
vent all taking a hand in building the Boy?
The very Joy of workinga Troop is in meeting
the Problems of existence and the running of

the institution of the Troop by its members, -
and such work alone builds up the resourceful- .
‘ness of Boys, If looked over by Scheol-organi.

sations as part of their routine, it may result in
spoonfeeding which is bad for the boy. It is

sent-day scouting is mostly School-Scouting and
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again like the case of the king’s parrot f

dead under the load of golden leaves of K

and heaps of piled books meant for its educay

The boy’s powers might get Cramped. )
Scout Troop of free indigenous growth
simply viewed with favour by the Parent a,
the Schoolmaster and if help is given w”he;.:
needed, it is likely to profit the boy, Otherwigs
not. Remember that it is not books or curriculu‘mf ;
that we again endeavour to teach the boy hers,
too, but it is only to help him to achieve the
building up of a Troop, the acquisition of -
practical useful knowledge and the development-
of initiative. All this we expect of him out. of ,
school, during the time that is his own, just -
when, otherwise he lets gossip or loafing or bad -
company or mental laziness itself to spoil him,

How could we make such work, in fairness,
part of our day-school work and claim state.
help ? If parents ‘are keen, they can move
public bodies like the District Board and the
Government also to provide facilities for Troop.
Camps, Club-Rooms, Rallies, Compeiitions,
Propaganda and the Organisation of Troops.

But what we expect of School organisations
is proper enlightenment on their part on the

- motives and methods of the movement and the

Parent’s place in it and in view of his place.in
it, to do all'they eould to enlighten him and to
press upon him the necessity of fostering such
an organisation. The Scout-Homes ought to
become children’s resorts in the different parts
of the Town.and a very usual feature in every
village, Propaganda is huge work and Schools
are-powerful factors as propaganda on their part
will remove the chief fear that the boy will be
to lose in his studies for the diversion of his
energies. What can Schools directly do to the
boys? Let us examine what they are doing at
present. Each School possesses one or two troops
of Scouts,” Some have incurred the cost of the
Scout-master’s training, equipment of a set of
uniforms for the Scouts, badges, now and then,
and Scarves, and. other sundry equipment as

also partial cost of Camping once in away.

While the Scoutmaster is. responsible for the
inovement, he is also responsible to the School
to keep'the flag flying too. So far the School
has done service to the movement. . But we
have to consider what more is possible for
Schools to do, If Scouting must really benefit
the boys of the School, it will not do to stop
here. The first right step is to strengthen the

existing Scout troops by forming treop-Com.

mitties consisting of a few Parents and the
Headmaster and members of the management
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the Staff. The next is to form similar troops
ifferent localities of the town, form similar

ipeCia.l Featymittics with the Headmaster also in them,
e draw tl persuade these Committics to sccure Club
Secial artichoms, Scoutmasters, and requisite equipment
Elommittf. ".th the help of the boys of those losalities.

Scouter
,he hajd
‘of tb
-and

al!

a
vy
AN

" therefore easi€

Thus a number of Troops will serve the boys of
“the School at the very door of their homes and
the School might usefully help to start a Local
Association to administer these troops. School
.Organisations may profitably ask Provincial
‘Head-quarters to recognise the work ,of the

Headmaster by acknowledging him as a consti-
tutional officer of the movement. This is the
only sane way of serving the Movement, the
Public, and the Boy and not adding more
boys to the School Troop, and ordering the
Scoutmaster to pass them through Tests and
put them in uniform. The establishment of
Troop Committies and the recognition of Head-
master’s Services to the movement are, to my
mind, two essential conditions for the promo-
tion of School Scouting.

Council Rock.

On Play.
(Adapted from  Book of Gub games.”)

To the average grown ups, games are a

. recreation, when it is only a break in the real
-business of life, a rest, a space when the

faculties need not be strained to their utmost.
It can but be a pleasant interruption from work.

- But with children it is otherwise. Play is the
-real business in life for them and work is only
~an interruption. Children judge growh-ups

from this standard and they know that most
grown-ups suffer from a sad delusion on this
matter and so most grown-ups do not interest
children very much.

To a small boy, games are one of the serious

_things in life, an occasion when every detail

matters epormously. His energy and enthusia-
e concentrated in real intensity. It is
r to tell the Cubs a story or give
them drill or instruction in signalling than to

sm ar

organise games for them. If a Cubmaster can
carry out a good game to the entire satisfaction
of everybody, without wrangling, and due
regard to the first Cub Law, he can be honestly
proud of the achievement, All the human
tendencies that unfortunately assert themselves
in the case of human adults when a number of
them are brought together over a serious busi-
ness of life, do assert themselves in the case of
the boys also, though in an elementary form,
when the children are brought together in a
game. If these detracting tendencies are slowly
removed in an effective manner by the wise
Akela in games in the case of Cubs, what can it
be but true character training ?

A boy is fully alive when he is at play. The
greater the life in anything, the greater and
more permanent will be its effects on the mind
of the child. If you preach a sermon to the
boy, he will certainly be unresponsive, if not
positively dull. But tell him a thrilling yarn,
or play a game with him, he studdenly becomes
alive, and therefore receptive and tractable.
Character formation is often compared to
moulding of clay and carving in. marble, But
it must be remembered that these are lifeless
things and character formation is a question of
directing the growing propensities in the right
direction and restricting them in the wrong. It
may require skill and perseverance to carve a
beautiful marble statue of a horse, but it requires
far more skill and perseverance and patience to.
break in a young throughbred.

The playing of games ina Pack may result
in an increased restiveness and yet more untiring
energy and enthusiasm in the Cubs, and this

and the cher B(
LD R

B = T NN

may be decidedly tiring to the Cubmaster ; but
it is not to be lamented. It is very nice to have

a crowd of boys who sit still and listen politely .

for any length of time, and drill perfectly, and
signal precisely. And one sometimes gets
despairing because one’s boys do #of do any of
these things. DBut we must take courage and
remember that the more alive our boys are the
more truly shall we be able to train their

characters. J

- To understand the importance of play in the
life of the child, it is most necessary to forget
the play of grown-up people, for it has practi-
cally nothing to do with children’s play. The
whole state of the mind of the child has to be
fully understood also.

The motives underlying the play instinct of
grown-ups may be oue or other of the following :
Satisfaction of the gambling instinct;
demonstration of one’s own skill and winning
of admiration ; satisfaction of the fighting instinct
in hopes of tasting the joys of victory; mere
killing of time (the most unpardonable motive)
distraction and amusement; to benefit health
and spirits. In the case of the child’s mind

" none of these motives, except perhaps the fight-

ing instinct at times, plays any part, The small
boy has plenty of animal spirits and what is
more important, he has a ¢ human heart’. That
is, he ‘has inherited from the race a large collec-
tion of propensities. Every boy is a pofential
general, admiral, fireman, detective, spy, engine-
driver, explorer, shop-keeper, doctor, inventor,
artist, poet, minstrel, farmer, hunter or priest.
‘The instinct to be one.or all of these is strong
in. his blood. Life to him, is being and doing
what these people are and do. He knows he is
not tall enough, or strong enough, or rich
enough, or experienced enough really to be any
'of these things—just yet, The only thing, then

is to play in such a way that all the aspirations

of ‘his human heart shall be as far as possible
‘satisfied. * At first, he “makes.belive " he fs the
‘hero. He puffs like an engine. He drills his
little sister in the garden, or court martials her.
‘He has a shop full of mud pies and stones. - He
sings songs of his fancy. Whtn ke comes to
Cub age, pure make-believe for its own sake
is not always quite enough. There must also
“be the element of éxcitement or competition or
-accomplishment in his play. . Other boys must
fzplay too, and “ play fair ”"—that is, obgy certain
rules and precedents, and be consistent and
petsevering. He still plays ‘not for any of the
motives ascribed in the casg of the grown-ups,
-but simply to satisfy the aspiration of the

SOUTH. INDYA ‘BOY SCOUT.

Kuman heart, which tells him to live this won(
ful, varied life, aud use his energy and ‘vits
in the same way as men have done since't
beginning. :

1f the .game has a definite touch of « mak
believe” in it, so much the bettef, Evep if it
has not, he will still play itas if he was filling 5
role—that is, still play it with the serioush‘esS
that comes of being a potential soldier, or Spy oy
explorer. To him, playing games is living life;
lessons arc merely learning how to do Uhneces.
sary things considered useful by grown-ups. To
play with children successfully, therefore, it ig
necessary to look atthe game with the childs®
eyes, and try to kindle or to re-kindle in one’s
own heart the emotions of one’s own childhood,
Yet, how many of our Cubmasters view it that
way ? _ .

Play is the visible, concrete outcome of the
child’s constant state of mind. It is certainly
not an . activity indulged in at intervals by him,
Life is so wonderful, anﬂd,lﬂféresﬁng, and full of
surprises and possibgf™ .., that they are busy
all the time enjoying 1. and thinking about it and
imagining its possibilities. Gaes are mevely. an
experimental aspect of their thoughts.” You will
realise it with all force if you tell them stories,
But remember that. the stories you'tell them
should be all about life. The people in the
story must be real people, who act as real people
would, and whose adventures, however wonder
ful, are human adventures. Allegories aré not
liked VJy children, because the.characters in
allegories are generally unnatural, and points
generally strained. Grown-ups will overlook
inconsistencies and incompatibilities, because
they care more for the spiritual significance.
But for children, the reality of the staryis des-
troyed and when once it happens, the story is
no longer worth hearing for them, & - -

- The games instinct, therefore, is an essential
part of the Cub activity and must not on any
account be overloqked. The age of cubs —38
to 12—is a difficult age, because they --comea
mostly without the knowledge of playing games
properly, simply .because they have never had
the opportunity to do so.” Yot will have to
teach them how to play—the technicalities and
not the essentials, because, every child knows
the essentials. Also it requires the cooperation
of other children, and. one should take. care
of selfishness which creeps in and spoils all the
fun. Hence itis that children €njoy gameés
organised by the Cubmaster. 'Everyone plays
fair- because he is the Refereée who by -his

personal example, sees that all is fair, " . -
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How to stir up Scouting in a Local Association area?
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SCP;;m “HE following programme followed at a
Sen Rally of 7 troops and Packs in a Local
i Association area with much success, was found

very useful in stirring up troops and packs and
awakening the interest of the public in the
work of the Movement, :

The occasion was the Health Week celebra-
tion of the town and the programme for the
Rally following up Inter-Troop Competitions
in First Aid and Ambulance, and Inter Pack
competitions in Cub games took exactly 30
minutes. The Programme is given here to the
readers of the S.I.LB.S. as a suggestion that
might be useful and improved upon for similar
events in other Local Association centres,
Special Alphabet formations by Patrols, and
special Yells for the occasion have been omitted

‘and in their place the “ Welcome Pyramid”

formation and the Local Yell have been
substituted. _

One interesting result of the rally was that
the items caught the imagination of the boys'of

the town, and whose one activity of absorbing’

interest now is that of playing at being
BOY SCOUTS. If the proper sort of men
could be found at once, these boys could
now be banded into street patrols and loca-
lity troops, which are very much more natural
units, than the prevalent way of banding
boys into patrols in school troops without regard
to their “ street-gang” tendencies, and which
may mark a great advance towards larger
freedom in the running of troops than obtains
at present in the case of school scouting.

The Rally impressed on the boys and on all
those who were present the tremendous impor-
tance of self-imposed order and discipline in
the success of the work of the Movement.

Programme : ‘

Troops and Packs assémble at the appointed time, with
their officers-in the respectivé corners allotted to them
previously in.the instructions cogmmunicated to Officers
with a ro:{gh skéfch plar of the Rally ground, with the
corners, circle, semiscircle. the Marching base, the posi-
tion - of the flagstaff, the saluting base, etc. marked.

. Pack Call : The Senior Cubmaster gives the Pack Call,

Packs respond and ascemble in parade circle round
flag. They keep dancing and shouting till ** Pack ' is
given, when immediate silence should be the result,
Other Pack Officers take their places in the positions
allotted to them agcording to the plan,

Troop Call : The Senior Scoutmaster gives the Troo
Call, after cautionary signal og whistle, Treops img

v

A practical suggestion,

with patrol animal cries and come up to the outer circle
and keep marking time at the double and shouting until
the alert whistle is given and immediate order and
silence is restored. The other Scout Troop officers
take their allotted places according to the plan.

Breaking of Flag: The Senior Scoutmaster gives the
caution : Troops—At Ease~Then he cantions—'* Alert "',
then he breaks the flag and says—'' Salute . Scout-
masters and Cubmasters alone salute while the rest of
the Scouts aed Cubs stand at the alert. .

The next order should be Troops—~At ease.

Prayer: Any one of the famous National songs—
Janagana or Vande Mataram should be sung now: One
good singer previously chosen and trained well to sing

correctly steps forward to the flagstaff and selected .

boys from each troop also previously trained step for-
ward and advance in ** Follow the Leader "' order led
by the Senior S.M. and stand behind the leading singer
so that the latter is in the middle of the front of the line
of singers. He leads and the rest of the posse of singers
follow. It should be remembered that only two verses
of the song are enough. After the Prayer, the leading
singer says ‘' To your places, double "’ and the singers
including the leader run back to their places.

After the prayer, the senior S.M. gives the caution~—
Scouts, Cubs and Scouters—Sit at ease. This is
intended for enabling tbe visitors and spectators to
witness the display which should be by the boys, exclu-
sively. The Senior S.M. in charge of the Rally joins
the ranks and sits at the extreme right end of ‘the line,

Items of Display :

1. Cubs Grand Howl—Round the Parade Circle~
The senior sixer of one of the Packs, by previous
arrangement, leads, Senior C.M. receiving the gresting
and responding ' Dyb, Dyb, Dyb, Dyb "". The Senior
Sixer leads ‘ Dob, Dob, Dob, Dob”’. The Senior C.M.
stands in the circle in a position in which he can easily
lead the packs.

2.- Spirals—Sr. S.M. Stands up and gives—Scouts
Alert, Right; Follow your leader and leads them in a
spiral to a bigger horsesshoe or semi-circle marked
outside the original inner circle. The troops adjnst
themselves with as little confusion as possible and sit
at ease on the outer circle. The Sr. C. M. leads the

‘cubs in the same way from the Pdrade circle to the

semi-circle vacated by the scouts. "These spirals
.carefully planned and lediform an attractive item ané

after the new positions are taken, more space is left in-

the middle.

3. Welcome formation and Yell: I{ there is a
large number of troops and Packs, every one of the
boys could be used up for these formations, The Seniot
S. M. comes to the centre and gives "ready’ on
whistle. For each letter in the word ' WELCOME ",
ashort blast on the whistle is given. In the case

. of Jong lines, full patrols form the line, in the case of

shorter lines fuil patrols are divided up, Each limb of
the letter will be formed by one patrol—Example : the

;hﬂfb,r ~QOne Patrol one line, one Patrol middle first

lige, another Patro! the middls second ling and another

P

'

Meal time in Camp.

Bagheera dance.
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patrol the final line—thus one troop forming that
letter. and so on. The boy in the front squats, the next
behind sits on his heels, the next kneels, the next bends
forward, and so on, so that the lines forming the letters
can be clearly seen by the visitors. Itis a good plan
if the outlines of the letters were marked on the ground
in whiting previously so that the bovs fa:l into their
places automatically in the quickest possible time.
After the groups are formed, each group yells its letter
in turn and finally all together yell *' Welcome . If
the number of boys is limited, the other formation of
the nature of the Pyramid is very good. (We¢ hope to
publish photograplis of these two formations in our
next issue.)

After the letter formation, the senior S. M. says—
Scouts form one line and follow your leader and leads
the boys in file between the outer and inner semi-circles
one full round and says, scouts and cubs—To your
places, and sit at ease.

4. Sky Rocket Yell : The Senior S. M. stands at the
centre of the semi-circles which have been arranged
concentrially. He leads andall—Cubs, Scouts and
Officers join up. Rember to rehearse this well and be
sure that all clap their hands simultaneously,

5. Mowgli’s Hunting—to be done by one Pack
specially trained for the purpose. To give the requisite
training, this item might be made a competitive item
previously among all the packs of the locality and the
reward for the best in the competition being the honour
of doing it at the Local Association Rally. The Cub-
master of that Pack calls his Pack to the outer edge of
the Inner semi-circle and leads them. This Pack does

one round round the Parade circle and goes away, and

falls in its place.

6. Ifany troops have specialised in fencing, single
stick, quarter-staff, lathi-play, wrestling and such other

hysial activities, that troop can be given a few minutes
or displaying the stunts.
thought of then and there, but should have been
decided upon previously, and timed, to avoid delay and
confusion. As the space available in the arena is
fairly large, three or four items of this description
might be allowed to the troop, at the same time.

7. Jungle Dances : Another Pack spetially detailed
for the purpose should be called upon by the Cub-
master now to do this dance. The Cubs should be
made to do it with spirit and realism. ‘

8. Cinema Yell :—All together : the general procedure

as for yell as before. For the yell itself (see page.......
this number of the S, I. B, S—Ed)

The stunts should not be -

9. Bagheera Dance :—A third Pack—the cub .
of the pack in charge—procedure the same as beg:?:'t" ‘

10. The Local Scouts’ Yell— if one has been t :
of and coined ; if not India Yell :— N though¢
(IN—D-I-A)

India’s Scouts and Scouters Say
Scouting—~Ki—]Jai

11. Kolattam or dancing with music in a circle b
fourth Cub Pack ; this would be a very pretty ’itet:
provided the cubs have been trained well  befoy
Remember that jingles on the legs of the youngsme'
would add to the effect, i

12, Play~acting by scouts—with frst aid, knottjg e
ambulance and signalling interwoven in a simple sto ?”
By Cubs—With good turn incidents. : s
13. Cubs (all together) givée the final Grand Howl,
If there is any speechmaking it can be worked in now, . °
14. God save our Motherland~-Leading singer' L
previously trained, scouts and scouters joining ‘

If it is sunset, the flag is hauled down after God Save
the King. o

v
rt———

A New Yell.

(By Grey-Brother,) ,
This yell is called the Cinema Yell and is the same ag

- the reception given by the spectators in the cheaper

seats at the time of a very exciting part of the show,
A first hand study of it at an actual picture show wil]
certainly help in learning the real thing. 'This yell ig
a very fascinating one in the case of boys of all ages |

A—a—a—ah—the boys looking slightly 'up expec-
' tant, as if at the screen. .

Ck—Ch—Ch—Ch—Ch—Ch—cligk the sound bet-
ween tongue and rpof of mouth (the usual ex-
clamation of wonder, and also of pityin the

" .Tamil country.)

Oh—;Ol:—Oh-poInting, ;ﬁ’éir fingers with extended
7t tand -at “an-imaginaty - distant -object on the
screen.

Heeeee e e e e h—shriek of delight. (very shrilt)

"THE CRITIC. -

~ “What is the special Indian note that you
Indian Scouters have put into the organisation
oor methods of scouting ?” asked my friend the
Critic, on another occasion, s

“ What is the foreign note about it that you
take exception to? ” I asked in return.

The question simply struck.-him dumb with
amazement. “ Are you so far sophisticated
as to lose your sense of things Indian, and
things of other character # How can you forget
that the Movement has been imported into India
- from England ?"

q

« Ideas, in Scou_ting, wear the an)eCt Of;
universal truths and like all truths ‘and facts of
nature, they belong nd more to one nation than
to another; they are no more foreign ‘than
Indian. They are only foreign in the ‘sehse
that steam and electricity are foreign'to India ",
said I, o RS

“1 do not know what regions you will traverse
in your imaginatiou”, said the Critic, “I wish &'
fix youto concrete practices and point qut fjow
outlandish they are and how the Indian cannot .
always help to entertain some prejudice agajnst '

+
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them. :
the very cut of I

“SOUTH INDIA

‘I'he wearing of the uniform for instance,
t—the practice of saluting - that

© of hoisting the flag—morning prayers and night

N

prayers—the cal
—the introductio _ ' gs—t
love of the barbaric like Red Indian practices
—and above all, the im
especially of s
¢ introduction of toe
" King Arthur’s time ™.

“pains to acquaint
practices of scouting
Fhe next step,

ampfire and the doings round it
n of the signalling tlags—the

itation of animal cries,
avage ones like wolves —and the
f the formalities of chivalry of

i 3 at y have taken
vl lelichted to see that you
L yourself with the current
,at least for criticising .thcm.
1 make bold to presume is for

you only to change your angle of vision and

1

‘BOY SCOUT.

compelling virtues ? The object of the present
generation is to raise a more manly future
generation, If itis urgent in the WWest, it is
far more so iv India.  If the nations of the
West caunot do without organised systems of

" Boy-Training, how could we sit idle without

lifting our little finger ? If, however, you bear
in mind that the sole object is the training of
the Boy in a way which will appeal to
the Loy and enlist his cooperation, how could
you ali 1 to reject any practice that is found.
to work w th the boy towards the end? The
only reasonable ground on which you can reject
any practice or scheme is that it does not
appeal to the Indian Boy. To arrive at that

r”‘?’,@_// -

\

Bridging the River ol differences.

put forth initially some endeavour to draw upon
your sympathy in unde standing what aspect
of it led to its adoption by other countries. . [
hope.you know that there are as many as 43

“countries that have adopted Scouting and every
" European country. is thore »
"antagonism and rivalry and prejudices’ than -
India. A King Arthur_could not have inspired
. France or America or Spain with pride for the

virile in its

‘Motherland. g

In the first instance, if imaginative sjrm;}uthe- !

*2"tic India cannot appteciate the sturdy virtues

ot of savage simplicity, can it not be more- difficult: - -

v for the Whites who are-‘afflicted with color’

Yoo
1

I

“prejudice to adopt such practices and modes of

ilife if they were not profitable and possessed of

conclusion, you must first try it in good faith,
in its entirety. You must try your very best
to make it a success. If in your ingenuity you
can think of any similar or more effective
Indian practice as a substitute, you will be
serving the Mov.ment and your country by
bringing it to light. You will find it adopted
by the Movement in good faith. Have 'you
noted how much there is in common with the
practices and beliefs of India in the practices of
the Movement, before setting about to find
things that look un-Indian ?

« Brahmacharya, for instance and physical
culture are. two ideas for. which there is felt
now an indigenous thirst. The present genera-
tion has been proclaiming them as causes

s

¥

My Dear G.,—

‘'many letters, but so I have,
tiring you, old boy !

for the Second Class Badge.
-of it is going to take a lot of time, and is well
.worth all that.
.but it is better to get a Doctor to do the teaching.
:But-you can just cover the prelirginary ground
:and get things ready for the Doctor who. will

\

worthy of great attention, at present. How
does your Movement help this progress?”
queried the Critic.

*

. “Yes, I am not unaware of the rouse-up just
now in these two causes., But I doubr the
efficacy of talks on them. I value them just as
signs of the need felt for some training to be
given to youthks. Brahmacharyais a term
which has a religious association and a note of
ascéticism about it, and it is not likely 'to

* attract the average boy. As an end it is all

right. It is apt, also to swell the head of any
youth who enlists himself in any organisation
whicl’ makes a virtue of an austere practice of
of the same character and the virtue of contin-
wance are to be presented to the.boy as easy of
achievement for every boy if only he tries and
if “he is told that he stands to lose much of the
joy ef life if he is neglectful. If, on the other
Hand, he is led to take the salvation of the world,
as the achievement for which, training in
Brahmacharya is a factor, he looks upon it as
an- affair with which only a Hero has to con-
cern himself. Instead of terrifying boys by
mcans of ascetic association, if we see that our
methods. of training contain such practices, we
will- achieve our purpose more easily. In fact,
Brahmacharya does come in, in the practices
of scouting. Any body that has read Rovering
to Success written by Baden-Powell will. be
struck with the very ideas over which we are
keen, found there skilfully and attractively
presented in a manner, which will be hard for
any other person to improve upon.

As for physical culture, what is it but a
means to the end of good health to the
citizen ? If your mode of physical culture does
not have as its ends Endurance and Good
Health, of what use is it to the average boy ?

— . m————— '

Letters to a Would-be Scouter, = -

X.

.

1 had no notion that I had written yoﬁ SO
Hope 1 am not

I said I would write about the First Aid Tests
Yes, the learning

You could tackle it yourself

SOUTH INDIA, BOY SCOUT. u,

k3

As a matter of fact, very often, systems of
Physical Culture have muscles and feats in vié&‘.\
as ends, and it is perfectly possible to achieye
these at the cost of health. Are muscle-for:*
mation systems of any utility if they do not
make for good health ? Plenty of Oxygen ang
practices i running are enough for norma}
good' health, If feats and muscles are of.
interest as human possibilities, they cannot be!
recommended as good for every boy, - | amping'
and scouting gates are calculated to givethe
average boy, normal health and the constitution:
of the Troop affords ample opportunities to,

develop athletics, to those who are so minded.”, -

“Enough! Enough! You possess rather
strange views ! Are muscles no sign of stfength?,
This is the first time I heard of .it.” X

~ “So that it might stir you to devote greater
study on your part, let me distract you further
by: observing that I value muscles né more
than I value a man’s toilet, It is just as necegs
sary and not more to a man.”

* The Critic could'nt stand it, and left me
impatiently. T know that I stood in the posi:
tion of a revolutionary, in his eyes, and that [
gave an air of exaggeration to my views. Iam
one of those who believe in a gain personage
and I value toilet as one of the requisites of
refinement. I love and value muscles too.
‘But I wilfully put it in the way- I did, .just ‘to
provoke him into thinking in such matters.” 1
am aware of the value of the resuscitation of
the idea of Brahmacharya by great men in our
Land. I am aware of the greatness and
worthiness of the cause, But I believe only in
scouting methods to achieve that end. I view
it ‘as an end and scout methods as the only
effective, psychological means. ~ g
e : (K. R, R)

i

‘and perhaps must comé and give a finish to the

‘course, .

. So, send for the Doctor; and- while' he is
.coming, give the first aid, or rather the first steps:

in First Aid. Sounds like the first rule of the

- First Aider ! :

Till recently this subject was not clearly la.id
out in the syllabus, and the result was what may

“ be expected. . Some of us, perhaps a majority,

over-did the thing ; while some accustomed to
follow lines of least resistance just wnder-did it |

. But. things are now. made sufficiently. clear.
»Jhe L H. Q.- Rules for 1927 s(eﬁ;_;"f(_)fr\t}f(‘:'in

]

. ’;73
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A

o
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detail the First Aid requirement for the Seconq
class. And you would do well to go through it
in the first instance.

Before you actually tackle the subject of F. A,
with the boys even from the Iirst Aider point
of view that I have suggested, you might with
advantage deal with our human body for them
in a sufficiently romantic way as to interest the
boys in the wonderful House that Jack Built!

But in doing so, remember that our younger
brothers do not fancy long Latin, or Scientific,
or Technical, names. They just should have a
“ general idea of the Human Body and the
working of the various parts of this great
machinery. Andin enabling them to get i,
you ought to adopt language that would be
specially appealing to the Boys.

And speaking of the medium of expression, I
remember what a fellow-worker did in the

matter.

He did not speak of Arteries, he said they
were not to be called so,and that it was a common
mistake, but that they were HEARTERIES!
And they were so called because they carried
blood away from the Heart !!

“That was nice !

. The Heart was simply a big pumping station,
said he. Blood was merely a train of coolies
going out to every corner of the body carrying
food and energy to the people living in the
various regions in it. These coolies as they
return after a hard day’s work feel too dirty to
go home straight, so they go into the Lungs
to get washed clean and then get home, fresh
and once again thoroughly fit for another hard
day’s job!
He would’'nt again speak of the nervous
system, but he talked of the Great Telegraph
system and the Army Headquarters at the Brain
(he called it the Thinking Box). It was
interesting to listen to him talking of howa
message of alarm was flashed to the Army H.
Q. every time there was an attack from any
_enemy on the frontiers, as for instance when a
little ant or that other nocturnal disturber the
mosquito, or even a little thorn gave you dis-
comfort in the regions of your foot; and how
on receipt of the news, the General wired
instructions to the active army, the hand to
proceed’ post haste to the scene of action and
exterminate the enemy or take such action as
would be proper.
That was a very attractive way indeed, and I
know his boys loved that sort of thing, and got
to know more and more about the  Human

Body and its subtle workings without theiy

knowing that they were doing it.

In the olden days we used to think that a
great deal was expected of the Second Class
fellow, and thought that a knowledge of
Fractures was a stie qua non. But it is not so!
that is, now !/

Knowledge of general rules of health as given
in “ Scouting for Boys " is one of the require-

ments for the Badge. This should be given .

sufficient emphasis ; and it is a good plan to start
the boy on his physical development. Do you
know you can get boys to grow to order, within
certain limits ? Try it !

Your boy must know how to deal w'th cuts

and scratches. Needless tosay the first thing’

he should know abcut them is that they are not
to be neglected. That is a very important thing
to impress, not merely upon the minds of your
candidates for this Badge, but upon everybody
in your locality. Youknow what grief we can
come to by neglecting this simple precaution.

But you know the precaution, don’t you?
Application of Tincture Iodine and gentle
bandaging will be sufficient in many cases.
If the bleeding is profuse it has to be attended
to, for it is life blood that is going to waste.
Benzoin on lint is a good dressing, but it is not
to be used when the wound has been or is
likely to be brought in contact with water,

Well in teaching these things, it is not
enough merely to tell the boys; but make them
do what they should do in a #eal accident.

That means accidents of every type should
be simulated and the prospective I'irst Aiders
ought to deal with each of them as very real
things in every sense of the term.

When dealing with bleeding it is a good
plan and adds to the success of your teaching
to have real blood on the spot where the
injury is supposed to be, but ‘personally I prefer
to avoid a Butcher's shop and get my blood
out of my red ink pot ! :

You have to teach them how to tackle
bruises and sprains also. Teach how to
identify these, and what treatment to adopt.
Your boys have also to kndw what to do in
case of Burns and Scalds. ~ Teach them how to
improvise their carron oil, and the way to cover
up the injured portion of the body, how it is an
advantage to employ pieces of lint rather than

- one big bit, as it will enable them to easily
change the dressing without exposing the

injury, Then they should know how to tackle
a grit in the eys, a very common’ incident

N
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"especially on board the railway trdin, and the

use of the cormer of your kerchief or if you
happen to carry with you a small camel-hair
brush soaked in castoroil. And they should
also know the precaution not to rub the eyes
when there is grit in them. Teach them also
how to bandage the eye so as to prevent the
eye-balls rolling, as  when there isany sharp
instrument left standing in the eyeball after an
injury. You should teach the:. also how to
stop bleeding from the nose. The use ofa
door key in this emergency may interest the
boys. And they should also. be taught what
they might do 'in the case of stings and bites.
You will note that under the rules the boys
should not merely know what to do, but they
should be able to deal with these simple
accidents. ‘

One mistake we committed in those days was
to insist on the boys knowing a lot more, as for
instance fractures. You will see that it is not
included in the syllabus, but there would be no
harm in the boys having a first introduction to
them in the shape of the treatment of a few

simple cases.
But do not over-do it, for we do not want to
have the boys fed up but looking eagerly for-

ward to the First Class First Aid and also to the»

Ambulance Proficiency Badge.

The use of the Triangular Bandage for cover-
ing up dressings on different portions of the
body, the head, the shoulder, the elbow, the
hand, the chest, the hip, the knee-cap, the foot
for instancé should be well taught, or rather
well-practised. C '

They should know how to clean a wound and
apply a clean dressing. In addition to fresh
wounds under this head perhaps we might with

advantage also include poisoned wounds, a piece,

of knowledge which may help to relieve many
a comrade of your boys, for poisoned wounds

" are really common phenomena.

Method and system in all they do is of the
utmost importance. And while the boys are
learning, it is good to insist on their doing
everything as it oughtto be done at a reg]
accident, and the materials that may be requireq
should be often improvised, as in real accidentg
it is nearly always the case that the First Aidey
has to do that. And then neatness in executiog:
is also to be sedulously insisted on. There is pg
good littering the place of instruction over wity

the different articles that have been made use

of in the ipstruction, but “a place for everythin
and everything in its place”, and also «a wq
of leaving everything and every thing left y
way " should be religiously stuck to. AllL
means great self-discipline and is of immepg§
value in'a real accident, which indeed is tk§
supreme moment when the training of the boy'
in this and every other respect is going to be
put to the test, :

Do not forget the stretcher, and do not forget
to stick to the usual rules, such as sending: for
the Doctor. And as regards that last point‘;" if
your Doctor or his Dispensary or the Hospilal
1s within a few minutes by Scout Pace, you would
do well to insist on that formality every time,
leaving out of course the actual delivering of
the message, lest it should lead to consequences
much the same asin that story of the Shepherd
Boy! '
 Even if the Doctor is far away, it is good to
insist on a to-and-fro-5-minute Scout Pace for
the sending for the Doctor. For that is a very
effective way of fixing that duty uppermost in
the mind, and besides giving a much to be
desired practice in Scout Pace, it also helps to
give to First Aid its true place in the scheme of
rendering help to the injured.'

Now I must stop. .- | A

Cheer-i-o. . ‘
Your sincere friend and brother,
- SPOTTED DOVE,

.. Points for Scouters,

" Scrawl 9 . :

HE Camp Fire activity of the Scouts is something
almost as singular as their Patrol System ; and it
has its definite purpose to fulfil in the scheme of self
education that Scouting is. . .
" » £ ] .
The C.- F. is not for recreation only, but it is for self

' ,"sxpression, for the development of the artistic and for
. true enjoyment of life, . B
. [ ] L]

‘The nature and success of the average Campfire of a
Troop are really supreme tests of the efficiency of .that
unit. By watching what they attempt and what the
achieve.in the short hour or hour-and-a-half after their
Dinner, you can say fairly accurately whether the Troop
is going to become one after the Chief's heart, or
w_hether it happens to be travelling in & diffétens
direction, ' R T

. . ’ . .
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5T was asked once by a fellow Scouter who bad seen a
year or two of Scouting, ** Wby do we want the sitting
round the fire in a country like ours? TItis ridiculous!

I:rneed'xtt tell vou that he left the Scouts sametime
later. Not that he was sent away for that observation !
Rather he soon found that he had n eye for what the
Boys - want and soon got out, because he could not get.
on. . » s . .
* Even ‘many of our friends who have stuck on to the
movement are often at a loss to know what sort of stuft:
to have round the C. F. Many a Troop has failed ta.
get a glimpse of what it can.or ought to bave onthe
occasion. To. many, Camp Fire activity.is mere sing
- gong, and shonld consist of very tame ones at that !

I » * » -
" And a fellow who in a weak moment came forward
to sing once is saddled ever and anon with the responsi-
bility of entertaining the rest ever there-after !

Y * - - )
" No attempt is made to draw out a fellow whois of a
retiring disposition.
- ”

* * *

“uThis won't do! '
Sl . = .. E] »

. 1f the atmosphere round the Camp Fire is to draw
out the artistic in the boys, if.tis to helpin the
elimination-of self-cousciousness and aim at self-expres-
sion, if it is to train them how to get real enjoyment
out of life for themselves and for others, it is imperative
that every one should actively participate in its
programIne, .

: he . ‘e

Every one to a give certain number of items round the
Camp Fire each night is a very good Rule to stick tq.
For one thing they will all get something ready before
‘hand, which will#make for efficiency, and for another,
.boys will get to be less selfish for they will realise and
practise the duty of making others happier,

- . * . .
)

™ * * » -
Selfishness and self-consciousness would both go, in
one stroke! ‘
s - . . » .

And what about the sort of items that one may "have
round the Camp Fire? _ . .

All songs, like all work, will make Jack a dull boy.
It would soon tire ‘the andience. And music of the
average type is perhaps too serious for the C.F.
atmosphere, that is in the earlier stages of the evening.
Serious songs towards the close will be all right, they
will then give the necessary touch of solemnity, but in
the earlier parts of the evening it is best to have same-

thing light, something of a Rollicking ‘Type :of ~Songs, -

if it is to be songs, and songs coupled with acfion.

st * . i
Rollicking, that is, within the limits of decency and
elegance! .
* L4 L] » -

Disguises of a roughand ready type; play acting:

" mimicry of individuais or groups (provided the mimick-
ing is done and taken in very good part) ; folk dances
--managed without self-conciousness ; tableaus of puranic

and historic significance; cinematography; - without -

films (the boys acting outa play in lime light and dumb-
show with a white cloth screen to give the Kinema

touch) : story telling, provided the story is short and s
crisply told; games; yells—these and similar things
will go to make the Camp Fire what it should be.

B ES . st B3

But one caution about disguises. Bogys made np
into girls or women are simply aesthetic sins, and these
ought not to be known.at the Camp Fire.

e - b . b 3

One often sees a good deal that is out of place nat
exactly what is improper, but what is inartistic and
what is lacking in proportion. : .

at bitd B3

Too often are young men tempted to rush into the
magic circle and to attempt to charm the circle with
what they call magic! Real good legerdemain is very
good, and has a place round the C.I. but the stuff that
you see ordinarily is, well, to say the least, likely to
deprive you of the taste for more.

e e X *)

And stories, instead of being entertaining, too often,
distressingly become irksome, That is because of the
want of proportion of the teller. ‘

* * * %

- Story telling is an art, and a difficult one at that. re
requires considerable forethought, and even a systematic
rehearsal or two (before the mirror if possible) if it
should be succesful. The marshalling of the facts and
the choice of the diction are not mere important than
the delivery of it. :

e 2 w
i B *

And many a good story is hopelessly spoiled by the
teller becaming a moralist! .

P4

And what atrocities are committed in the name of
wit and humour ? Coarseness of any kind is to be avoid-
ed. Elegance should be aimed at. )

2 sy 3 2
B4 b b ES i

. Too often does one notice boys attempting to excite
laughter by resorting to the ridiculous, Thatis vulgar
and pretty bad taste. .
B e sk k3
Everything said or done round the Camp Fire should
be worthy of the noblest Brotherhood that Boy Scouts
are. They should be elegant to a fault. They should
show originality, aim at self-expression and in every
sense be a source of real and healthy enjoyment.
' * * % *

b

The value and importa’née of each item will depend
on whether every one present, the actor as well as
his audience, felt perfectly bappy and entertained ; and

" whether at the end of each item they feel like asking

for, and the actars feel like giving, more of it.
. * *

The atrhosphere round the Camp Fire is like the Forge
of Vulcan. In there, the individual self of each boy gets
molten and is ready to take the highest and the best,
shape that we Scouters are willing to give it !

B * B

The close of the Camp Fire is a supreme moment in
the daily life of the Troop. And the gifted Scouter
who is also a man of " vision and inspiration, can and
does find yet another wonderful opportunity to once
again play deftly, on the keys of the heart of his b?yfg.
the notes which will make them stand for what is right
and proper, and make them ever true to Gqd, the King

nd the Motherland. SCRIBBLER.

- the Home  Member, the Finance Member,

. this cabinet of seven members,the three Iast -
! named are Indians. " T

.-Government comes the “Indian Legislature”
" with its Upper Chambes or Council of State
1,.andits Lower C ambe_rlor,‘,I_f,' : ly.

QUTH INDI

-~~~ 'ROVER

: Rover Troop-that makes light of Rover

Tests and professes to concern. itself

more about bettering the world by  edifying

T.erwce " to the community isrunning on wrong
- lines. ‘

However trite someideas may be (Eternal

_ Truths and facts of Nature are always so)—they
must actuate their activities in life and sbme of
“these Tests are specially intended to equip the
“young men with the inevitable requisite know-
ledge of the Rocks of Life, presented to'them
in the kindly and :helpful attitude ofran elder
brother by the Chief Scout in his book « Rover-
~ing to Success”. The Rover "Leader who
- ‘attempts at presenting these old facts himself
any how has always failed. The spirit lies in
..the manner of the presentation of these ideas.
"~ For most of the ideas are of old.. The old
- wing is put in a new bottle. So. success
. .depends on the manner of the presentation and
" the Chief Scout’s manner is inimitable. . Hence
, introduce him directly to young men by reading
- out his words and directing their study of Kis
_ Book. Theatmosphere of the'introduction of

, these subjects 'is. what matters most, and it .

need have only the end of creating a desire an

. ) nd

;h_lr(s]t to read the Chief Scout'sg writing first-
and. ' L

i

, T HE supreme power o_‘\.re‘t:‘, India is Great
Britain represented by the British Ckoin[rn

and Parliament, acting through the Secrétary of
. :State for -In_dx; in - Council, sitting ‘in  India
Office, London.” The Supréme Government: in

o India is that of -~ the Gowvernor-General-in-

:1Council, commonly called ‘the :Government of

India. The ‘Governor-General or Viceroy, is

heads —thé Commandetr-in Chief of the Forces,
. the - Member for Railways and Commerce. -and {
.the Membeérs for Education,Health and Lands,
. +for Industries and" Labour and for .Law. 'Of

Next in the structure of’ the Central

egislative Assembly.

The':Pi‘eséIi:t, Constitution . of India:

A BOY SCOUT. das

NOTES, =~

_ Besides the above aspects, the function of

-Ideas themselves is in no manner negligible as a
factor that counts in Rovering. + A ;oung ‘man
though in scout uniform and though.a memb'er’
-of ;a recognised troop is not a Rover unless he
15 actuated by ideas like the following, in his
conduct in every day. life— R

1. Servi_cability i1s manlinesss.

~

R ,It_:ig not human but manly to sef,ve.
3.‘ It is a wonderful World—the one in which |
we live, - ' B
4. Of alf' joys the joy of service is the pre
: joy of setvice is the pre-
foundest. It is the sure means of makingpthe
most of life. '

; 5. Vgete'zif t(l) live, and we live to®do gdba, we
o good to.make. the most of our lives. Thisi
the Rovers’ creed. o e ) thisss
In addition to the above, the reaiisaffo’ﬁ on
his part of-the obligations of seltidisc*nline
and sglf-c_qn‘trol Is requisite for a Rover before
he is initiated as one, and this is what the Vigil
clearly makes out. SRR s D
Accordingly Rov;r -Leaders will do well to
~be_ forewarned against marching.them quickly
- and lightly through the Tenderfoot coyrse. "
o - e

S .

R

s .

—

., The Council of State ¢omprises 60 inembers
.,.of whom 34 are ¢lected while 26 of * whom “hot
_over 20 may be Government officials, aré ' no-
- minated by the Viceray..,” ~. © . @

i+ The Legislétive,‘ ',As'sembly . consxstsof 144
- members, of whom 103 are elected, "Of. the
remainitig 41, all nominated by the Viceroy, 26

:appointed by the Crown. His Council, similar- - must -be ‘members of Government,.while the
..ly appointed, consists. of seven departmental -

.rest dre'named to- represent the minor interests
vin-the' country, as, the Indian 'Chirstian po-
. puldtian, ete,’ Both .chambers are heavily Indian
, and both are constitutéd with ;3 ﬂ.vié'v), '.go' 'dué
.Tepresentation. .of -the:: severdl, 'provmc,esmto

+which,  for , purposes . of -, adinistration, .the

rco\mntry is divided. - e
" British Indiis thud divided!nfo 15 ptovinte
sh I : L o 15 ptovinive
gach _thg.lts separate ﬂadmiﬂis'tthtior’x? O}’ ?ffh!g
-3-major divisions, Madras, Bengal,and Bomb
Presidencies, the Unifqd.Pi‘?ﬁih%es{‘,‘ ”Bu"i"nig’jn ag
C urmg.,

.A'ssa'm, eacb l§ COD!X‘.OH d-by,,lﬁ, 'Gover)non e)v h
’ . : P ARt by ST

his Executive Council, Thege act in.conjipckion
- BRIy A W R
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with a Provincial Legislative Council, a
legislature of which 70% (in Burma 60%) at
least must be elected by the people.

The Electorate is intended to give fairly
balanced scparate representation to the various
races, communities and special interests. T.he
scale varies from Province to Province, with
varying local conditions, In Madras for

example, it stands as follows :—
Class of No. of
constituency. members returned.
Non-Muslim (meaning Hindus,
Jains Budhists, etc.) v 65
Muhamedans e 13
Indian Christian e 5
Europeans (including British) ... 1
Anglo-Indian o 1
Landholders (Zemindars) .. 6
University : e 1
6

Commerce—Industry

The qualification for voters also varies in
the several provinces. In gepe_ral however, the
franchise rests on a munimum property
qualification. The law, thus far, has given, the
vote to some seven and a_half million persons
and has conferred upon all the major provinces
the right to enfranchise women.

The efforts to decentralise—to magnify the
responsibilities of Provincial Goverments for
the purpose of training Indianso handle their
own affairs, seems to be the object of the
scheme. In partand as applied to the niue
major divisions, this makes of the Provincial
government a two branched machine operated
‘from the office of the Governor. The Governor
and His Executive Council, all Crown
appointees form one branch. Council member-
ship is commonly divided between B}'ltfxsh and
Indians. The Governor and his Ministers of

" Departments form the second Branch. These
are appointed by the Governor from the elected
members of the legislature and are Indian. Be-
tween the two branches the various functions
of Goverment formerly handled by a single arm
are now divided, under the heads of  Reserved’
and ¢ Transferred * subjects.

Reserved subjects, save for the ultimate
power of ‘the- C,entral Govetrment, lie in the
hands of the Provincial Governor-in-Council.
Transferred subjects ‘are assigned to-the

SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT, .-

Provincial legislatures, and are operated by the
Ministers,

The list of transferred subjects represents
authority transferred by the British in favour
of the people of India. The intention of the
plan is, if the experiment succeeds, to enlarge
the list of subjects transferred. On the other
hand, where the -Ministerial machine fails to
work, Governors-in Council may resume control
of a subject already transferred. Transferred
subjects at present comprise Education, Public
Health, Mapnagement of Public Works other
than Irrigation and Railways, Development of
Industries, Excise, Agricuiture Local Self-
Government and others. Reserved subjects
include—maintenance of Law and Order,
Defence of India, Finance, the Land Revenue
System, etc.

Of the Provincial legislatures, known as
Legislative Councils, a recent authority says :”
The Councils have very wide powers of
legislation and the annual provincial budgets
are submitted to them. In Transferred subjects
they possess the power of the purse, but the
Governor may restore grants for purposes of
the Reserved side of the administration if he
considers it essential to the discharge of his
responsibility  that money refused by the
Council should be provided. He can disallow
an Act or reserve it for the Governor-Genetal’s
consideration, and has the exceptional right to
enact on his own authority a measure (provided
that it deals with a Reserved subject only) the
passage of which he certifies to be essential to
the discharge of his reponsibility, This special
power has hitherto ‘been exercised only once in
very exceptional circumistance.”

« With regard to the Central Government,
the Indian Legislature subject to the preservat-
tion of the puwers of Parliament, has power to
make laws, for. all persons, for all courts, and
for all places and things, within British India,
for the British officials and subjects in Indian
States, for ¢native Indian subjects of His
Majesty’ beyond British India, and for officersg,
soldier and followers of the Indian Al’my
wherever serving. But it requires the sanction
of the Governor-General for the introduction of
the public debt or revenues, religion, militay
discipline, foreign relations, or for meagureg

treating on matters relegated to Provingial ..

Government, The power of the purse hag he en
very largely entrusted to the Legislative
Assembly...The annual budget is laid befey,

both Chambers, and the consent of the Le islae-
.tive Assembly is sought for-the grants rc’q%ﬁ “&

[FEB.

[

)
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on most matters, though certain heads of
expenditure are classed as ¢ Non-votable’ .

The Viceroy and the Crown hold the power
of Veto: and the former may cnact a bill into
law, subject to disallowance by the Crown
without the consent of either Chamber. Ar;
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emergency measure, such a step would be taken
only in extreme cases. ’

) I;pch iq ’brief is what is popularly known as
.1archy “and FhatA 1s the form of Governmeny
which now obtains in British India.

(Selected and ada pled )

GAMES.

(Selected by Hiawatha.)

Musical circles : The players form two circles, one
within the other, the inner circle having one o; two
players more than the onter one. The players in the
inner one come lorward, join hands and run, or dance
round to music.  When the Music stops they immedi-
ately drop hands, and each onc tries to get a place
!)e]n’nd one of the players on the outer circle. A new
inner circle, is formed by the plavers from the outer
circle, together with the plavers who were unsuccessful
in getting places.

The Game may be played out of doors, accompanied
by singing, the signal being given by the whistle.

The outer circle may (as an alternative) run round in

the opposite direction, but coming (o a standstill the
mament the whistle goes.

Obstacle scramble : The obstacle is to consist of any-
thing available over, along, around through or unde):
which players can scramble—I.g., the play(:rs scramblr
along a bench or seat, jump off, go an all fouré in a g
out of the columns (or trees), crawlover, under or aj n”
forms (if indoors and in class rooms), yet up on ton,
1111?111.1d,]stepﬁ0r Hother raised support ?iptoe along 'a;
definite line, finally jump over : i i .
or rough surface. jumg L rope, chalk line, puddle

k_T_he best idea is to make thisa " Follow the Leader”
aftarr. i
The Game leader can then take t} .

. he . boys
thr.ough the proper course. The aim is not sgeedahl))rlll%
taking the obstacles properly-and well. Obstacles are
to to be tough in proportion to the endurance of the
boys. '

_ Four cornered Tug-of-war or even a Triaugulur one
is much more strenuous and exciting than the usual’
two-team aflair. A strong rope the two ends of which
are knotted firmly together (" fisherman’s '} is laid
quadrangularly” or triangularly as the case may be
Kach Dlatrol takes up a corner, and the object of
each[team [!15 to pick up a handkerchief placed (5 or 6)
feet from their corner. All teams pick up the

: I
simultaneously pull. g ropeand

King of the Ring: is a game particularly suitable for
smaller boys of much the same size. All the players
stand inside a circle and at a given signal they ngin
hopping and try to push each other out of the circle
The feet may be changed at will, but any une who put's:
down both feet at the same time, or who steps over thé
line, is out. Pushing with the arms, or charging, is
not allowed. The last playet left in the circle is 'the
winner or King in the Ring. S$kill is as important as
strength in this game. Each player must decide Whe;I
to push or press forward, or to give way unei(pe‘ctedly,

in order to trick his - opponent,

‘Chasing the Leader : is an excitivy game. The boys

“scatter in tbe parade ground, and at a given signal all

3

:;]}(r\ tloe;cc)luch} zt]f}ag, ha.ndkErchief or other article whicly
am,on,q t;,;r 101¢ §Fm his hand while dodging in and out
among t em. The aim of the leader should be to
ene 1‘:}?{.,53' ei-very one into the chase and to arrange to be
ﬂa;su,, \tvm))efﬁge fhe children are tired or their i‘nterest
he th.ei p ‘.do er ~b.c'>ys‘ the game would become a test
. n an ual’s skill in dodging a number of people
orner Ball requires a small f ing it
a\ncil;::ﬁ equal courts on either si(()i(()at 1(;?];. f:trrali)é%}t”?i%]:
As square in each corn sents :
The plavers divide themselv:: ;'s?;ebtt\?otb 'stiggs gofils.
occupy the opposite courts with a goal kee : er in’ c'”}d
of the goals on the opponents’ side. The‘rt)eams i;lrtxlx‘

not not cross cent pon t
t cross the utre lllle or enter then opponents

A
¢ game is to throw the ball, over the
onent team to either of the Goal--

The object of th
heads of the opp
keepers.

" If the goal-keeper ile' i
) ieeper, while 'standing wholly with
goal, catches the ball, he scores » point for h\i\sl tei;mthe

I be catches the ball when he has one or both feet

outside the goal the ball : i
oes to th S :
are allowed a free throw%o goal. ¢ opposite team who

A goal-keeper having
immediately throw it back
beads of his opponents,

. .
The opponents try to intercept the passes to or from

goal-kee :
l\_e(’:pe“.pers, and to throw the ball to tbexr own goal-

caught a bafl fairly, must
to his own team over the

thel:f a p;ia.yer crosses the centre line in making a shot at
the goa : Or entets a goal in trying to intercept a pass
Pposite team are allowed a free throw to goal. '

The first team to score 20 points wins.
For teams of Scout patrols, each court may be 20 feel

broad and 15 feet lon
! g, so that the whole plot
only be 20 ft, by 30 ft. Tbhe goals may be 5 [egtosq::recf

Players may stand %in i
ywhere in the court, b
should take care the goals rt, but thev
who.can jump. goals are well guarded by players
(s‘ozg‘r:;??ﬁ ;ﬁogoatl_ Shotlld' lloe done without hesifatlion
w time for the opposite teg N
round the goals and intercept “‘epgass_ team to crowd

In Memoriam,

In loving memor

] ‘ y_of Secend Class Scout
%. Mookkian of the Kallar Reclamation 'I‘r(z:)(:)ul
anjore, who was called to Higher Service oI::

3-2-'28 at the early age of 1
. 4‘ g . s
loving byother seoutz’onganjow. rscrted ook

g
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NEWS.

Trichinopoly:
ublic Tnstruction paid a visit to the
Arvan Secondary School. Trichy :mthl wa? 411‘111%'1\\_ p|]cflr|t,d.
with the display ;ernggd in honour ol his visil by the
cubs and scou's of the school. e

Sivaji Scouts Tenth Anniversary _amll the lbl‘nl\ ,1]11
Rovers Second aniiversary was celebrated on the 1th
amv at the Fort Ry Institute Hn_ll. Mro K.s. R:u}lasx\_:mn
J.\t:]s}txfilu;ll, ‘1\()(1’[1‘\4 Iit. Judge 1)1'e.§1qe(1. (Mr. S, i\?', I)a;\'fxl-
. wi gpoke on the educational valie of  Scouting.
slgam?m Ql Naravanasamy, Do also spoke on the
Mr. bos. \‘Ir{ AL 5. R, Chendran, Uresident, Troop
wsomniittee }‘l'e.semed the zmpual report in w hlfh nu;n‘Lu()n
L ade of the troop having won the hcallg week Hag
nas mats 1 the saving of alife by one of the rovers

‘or ambulance and . | e
“;r{;m troop The Lroop committe for the troop was
ut the .

formed during the last vear.

The Dirvector of 1

occasion.

Godavery Traming Camp-—aA view ol

A rally and display for Trichy town scouts was hgld
during the local health \\'CL’\\“\\'\\eP‘ :y}xvxr\te\:t:‘s\mg
programme was gone through. The Sivap Scout }roqp
(Scoutmaster, Ramani,) won the Ambulance Plag in
the competitiou.

A training camp for prospective scoutmasters was
;un for the Dt in the Mnjli-sul-ulema ga._rdens
near Trichy Junction. The arrapgements were m'thc
hands of the Dist, Commr. who was helped by various
others. The thanks of the campers are duc to the
enlightened Secretary of the Anjuman, Khan Bahadur
N. M. Kajamian Sahib Babadur. The names of the
campers will be published in our next issue of the
magazine.

Tanjore.

The KKumbakonam Scouters’ Union put on boards a
drama written specially for the occasion, on the 13th.
for the benefit of the Local Scout Assn. There was good

sponse and the Hon, Mr. A, Ranganatha Mudaliar

who presided over the functios spuke appreciatively of
the function and its object.

The public of Papanasam met together in the Rover
Den on the evening of the 14th instant, when a Ho_\‘.\
Club was opened by Mr. P, S. Naravanaswamni, Provin-
cial Organising Secretary. This Club re,sul_wd purely
on the initiative of the Rovers of the locality who are
determined to serve the children of the locality as a
definite part of the Rover service programme. At the
same time a meeling was held under the presidency o
Mr Vijiaraghavachariar, Deputy Inspector of Sl?}h()‘ulh
at which it was resolved to form a local scout associatton
for the taluk area and a provisional commitiec was
[ormed to work out the details.

‘Tanjore scouts had a very successiul rally gluri}lg the
health week. This served to stir up scoutingin the
locality. (Competitions were held both for scouts and

.
the Camp Grounds from the Bagles nest.

the cubs, the totem pole Deing prebc’ntcd to the '* S¢r-
vice " Pack and a flag to the Kallar Scouts.

Ramnad,

The investiture of the scouts of the Govt. Try. Schout,
Ramnad was conducted by Mr. 1. S, Narayanasami, on
the Oth evening. A lecture was delivered by him on
the importance of Scouting ag\d Rovering.  Many
prominent gentlemen of the locality were present and
Mr. T. B, Krishnaswami Mudaliar the popular b, &, ¢,
presided. Therc was an interesting - programme gf

scouting activities.
Madras.

The first Vepery C.R.C. High scboolscouts celebrat-
ed the tenth anniversary on the L1th nist. Rao Bahadur
Krishna Rao Bonsle, Avl, presided. The Dist. Commig-
sioner, Dewan Bahadur I. Paranknsam Naidu Garu gave
a talk to the scouts, A very go.od progrmme of physical
culture demonstration, scouting activities, ambulance
etc., was carried through. A very touching poem giving

g
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the history of the troop and in memory of four scouts
who have been called to Higher Service in the lile of
the troop composed by Mr. M.V. Venkatraghavan, one
of the oldest scouts of the troop, was sung by the troop
on the occasion. The camp Fire was presided over by
Mr. V. Venkatasubbiah, the Scoutmaster of the Pachi-
vappa’s High School Troop. Great credit is due to
Scouters Govindachari and Loganathan for the good
work done by them. Tt was regrettable that Mr. . S.
Narayanaswami who was connected with the troop
for these ten vears had to discontinue to be their
Scoutmaster owing to want of time.

H. . the Vice Admiral B. S. Thesiger, Commander-
in-chief of the Tar Fastern Sqadron was kind enoungh
to visit the Provincial Head Quarters on Monday the
13th evening. About 100 scouts of Madras welcomed
the Admiral. On arrival he was recieved Dby the
I'rovincial Commissioner, and the members of the
Provincial Couucil and the Organising Secretaries,
were introduced to him. The distinguished visitor
who was the Sea-Scout Commissioner at the Impetial
Scout Head Quarters was keenly interested and

veviewed the scouts. He spoke to them on the need-

for more Second class and First class scouts and wished
the scouts of Madras all succes ; A group Photograph
was taken with the Admir7. and "the boys. The
Provincial Cemmissioner th¢ ked the Admiral for his
kindness and the pleasant . inction came toa close
with the singing of the Natie ial Anthem.

North Arcot.

The District Commissioner Mr. C. Doraswatmah is
ever active in visiting Troops and Packs in his District,
and has sent us the news of continued and sustained
activity in the District. His report is most encouraging,

. cial and Divisional Organising Secretaries. 3

[t is a great pity that other Districts never think of
sending us information of their activities. We may
assure every one that we are alwavs interested in news
from the moffusil and the columns of the S. 1. 13 Q
are open for such welcome news {rom all districts, .

Godavery,

A very successful training camp for prospective
scoutmasters was conducted in the Junior Certified
School from the 20th to the 30th Jany, by Mr. I, §
Narayanaswami and Mr. B. H. Krishna Rao, ])ro\.~i;‘..

M men
took the training and the camp was a practical exampl
of the eificacy of the patrol system and proved wh e
powerful factor the svstem was in the case of
master for successful scouting, A Nature
combined with observation of the country traversed
was productive of the compilation of a list of Em"
hundred plants and herbs identified and named in tl\:
\'ernn_cular. A service stroll with propaganda for
scouting and the doing of good turns as its aims ope
afternoon was a real test in the practical observance
of the scout law and the promise. The various tender-
foot and second class interpatrol competitions brought
out the real team spirit and the capacity of leadershir,
in the leaders. ‘The campers were very goodand nianlv
of the folk dances, ballads and other items of loca}
inferest were rendered in a realistic manner b, tl;e
campers. On the last day Right Rev. Bishop Arundale
with a number of local gentlemen visited the camp
when the District commissioner Mr, A. Rama Rao was
at home to them. The local scouts and cubs
visited the camp in the evenings for games and camp
fires. We hear that arrangements are going forward for
having a patrol leaders’, Refreshers’ and Cubmasters,
camp for the District,

at

The Troop Committee.

(Adapted from the American Handbook)

A vital duty o the scoutmaster is to keep
the troop committee ““alive ” and interest-

ed by keeping it busy. The active co-operation
of the troop committee has a triple value.

1. Jirelieves the scoutmaster of much routine
work. ' :

2. It impresses the scout with the importance
of the Movement,

3. ,.[t reacts on the troop committee man,
insuring his interest and aid for the individual
scout and for the troop.

‘The duties of the Troop Committee: To
properly and constructively mould the lives of
boys is a privilege and 'a patriotic duty. To
men answering the call to serve as members of
a troop committee, there is offered a field of
gréat potentialities. Their active participation
in the program and functions of a Troop will
mean much for home, community and country.

The Boy Scouts of America have the follow-
ing By-Laws with respect to the Troop Com-
mittee i~

Art, XI, Sec. 1. Clause 3.

« Each chartered troop of the Boy Scouts of
America shall be under the supervision of a
Troop or Boys' Work Comunittee consisting of
three or more male citizens of the United States,
twenty one years of age or more, selected by the
institution with which the troop is connected :
or in the case of an independent troop, of those
who make application for the Troop Charter,
one of whom shall be designated as Chairman.”

(Members of a Troop Committee may wear
the uniform of the Boy Seouts of - America as
prescribed for Scout Officials with such badges
and insignia as are prescribad for members of
troop committees, and may upon application, at

" their expense, receive certificates of member.

ship.) '

By this it is seen that the Troop Committee
is not a group of men acting as character refer.
ences for the Scoutmaster but an integral part
of the Boy Scout Movement charged with
certain responsibilities, These responsibilities
are as follows:—

1. The selection of a Scoutmaster and one or
more Assistant Scoutmasters,

a secont .
Steolf,: 77
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‘Map reading and :
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and meanwhile a constitution zm(;l byf-ll}aluvsdrf:irrL .
i ociati ; be tramed and the dra
the \ssociation should o the draft
sh s circulated among the me
hould e LThe upproved draft should be p]a'c‘e(l
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e e Offic
istrict Commissioner 1s 1N X
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the%e are scout [roops would have t?t ?( (;
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from such Troop parents (,o.mmlt.lecb. o

ent scouters of your locality will certainly
Jlace in the Executive Committee.

NOTES BY

approval.

the IZxecutt
Association )
until he works fully

promin
find a |

424, Madras.

BOY SCOUT. , b -

. Ater this shaping of things your l)}lsn)csi
will be to notify to each troop or pack i your
locality that they will have to affiliate themselves
to the Local Association and for ﬂ)at \the'\,"\w]]
have to pay an annual registration tec of suy
Rs. 5°- out of which Rs. 2~ will be sent to the
Provincial Hd. Qrs., for the Official journgl
of the Madras I’rovl]. Association (The S.I.L.S.)
and the rest Rs. 3/~ would go to swell the
funds of the Local Association. This Registra-
tion fee should be paid by the end of August of
each year along with the Annual genSLIS of the
Troop or Pack, failing which the Troop will be
disafiliated and the fact announced in the
Provincial Journal. ‘The Troop or Pack will
thus cease to exist and will lose the privileges
of membership of @ world-wide Oaganisation.
Simultaneously ~with the notiﬁcation~ to the
Troops and Packs in the locality, the Secretary
of the Local Association should apply to the
Provincial Council (Post Box 424, Madras) for
registration of the Local Association, ona
prescribed form in triplicate und from that time
onwards, the l.ocal Association would _be. @
registered body affiliated to the P’rovincial
Council. (0)

IFor further praticulars, please write to the

Provincial Organising Secretaries, 1. O, Box,

They will be happy to help you.

THE WAY.

(Searchisght)

BOU T one set of scouters does: one hardly:
hear, il ever al all. T.hc S. ".\I'. or lt)}::{

C. M. is so much in the lime light, a'lwayst,h'n ;
their assistants no one gets to lcnow' anything

about. . . .
Ew:en that voluminous docqmcn@ thci .‘\.n‘xz‘uz.;l
Census, with its undying passion torl :tatlslricué
gives them the cold shoulder : and t%eyﬂp'\ 5
their humble toil unhoncured and unsunbﬂ.'
This should not be! Itis to theﬂinte_resll o{
ihe movement and to the success of Troops t 14‘
the A. S. M’s and the A, C. M’s should come

to their own,

Assistants of the proper type are much mur?
responsible for the progress and gfﬁcnency 0
Troops and Packs than their Principals.

The average scoutmaster and cubmaster
haven't brought enough thought to bear on the

point, su still they carry on in the spirit of the
« (), C.” of the unit.

e

« Officer Commanding ™! Iudeed !'!

That letler in the january “ Scoufer ” which
“The Uncle ” commends to every keen worker
is certainly worth perusal and the most anxious
consideration. Co

® * " ®

I have a veiguc notion that in South India the
Assistant Scouter has not even come into his
own.

* . By e EH

But can we really get on with Troop or Pack
work without assistants of the right typc?
Many are trying the impossible though,

The Scouter, whether he 15«0, C.” of a
Troop or of a Pack, has to have the work done
by several people rather than solely by himself.

s *® *

4
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It would otherwise become a one man’s
show. And the continuity of work will very
much be jeopardised.

I 3

Every young man who goes through the
mint of Training Camps to acquire the stamp
of proficiency has only one.goal for himself and
that is to become a Boss, an, « 0. C.” No one
contemplates the position of the humble
Assistant.

':: *

And Why ? Because no one knows what
important position an assistant will really hold
if he and his Doss understood cach the other
and both their jobs.

o e %

Co-operation is the key to success. Lhe
Scouter-in-Chief must be ready to regard his
Assistant as a helper, not as one who is thrust
in to make his work more difficult or to rob

him of any credit for the success that may
crown his unit,

The institution of the assistant is conceived
in the interest of Efficiency,

“Start Small™ has always been the cry from
the very outset. With that wonderful foresight
and thoroughness of grip of human, especially
boy nature the Chief has been crying himself
hoarse over it.

It has taken quite a long time before the
average worker learned to rely on it as a safe
working principle.

It is in our nature not to. benefit by experi-
ence acquired by others. We discount the
powers of those who have failed and always
assume we are going to do one better. .

That is why the cry for assistants is still
neglected. But some day when enough by
way of pgnalty has been paid the principle
must get more general acceptance—-in action.

‘It takes an “ 0. C.” with a head on his
shoulders to put even the best assistant to the
very best use.. If any one does fail with an
A. 8. M. it will be wise of him to search him-
self first, before looking outside for its reason.

An A.S. M. or an A, C. M. is for use, not
for show. He is not merely a second fiddle,
but he is the first fiddle on many matters,

4
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That is how he is to be looked upon and made
use of,

We talk of giving responsibility, and fy])
responsibility, to the boy leaders, the P/,
- But the way we deal with our assistants woulq

lead one to suspect that we have no confidence
in them |

Is that right ?

Our Assistant should get‘ our confide ™* i
Troop (or Pack) affairs. He should ha?T-8, ..
full share of definite responsibility in the tragy. -

ing of the boys and in the management of the
Troop.

Like the P/L, the assistant will show res.
ponse in the shape of usefulness in proportion
to the confidence and trust that we repose in
him and the freedom and latitude we allow him,

The Troop, or Pack, is as much the assistant’s
as it is of the “ O, C'"”

Many a well-meaning but ill-advised scouter
gives his assistant so little of work or of his
confidence that the unfortunate individual finds
hardly a chance to show his worth, and before '

long “his interest goes, his enthusiasm flags,
and finally we lose him.”

All “0. C's™ should become alive to this
important question. They should rack their
brains and find out in what ‘particular way they
canimprove the conditions governing their units,

Whatever they do, they will find it imperative
that they should give their assistarits definite
control of one Section, or at least of a portion
of one section, of their Troop or unit.

The assistants should have charge of definite
administrative duties, which must be all cut
and dried.

The Assistants should be given definite .
responsibility for certain tests.

They should have absolute responsibility for
definite portions of T roop programme, such as

camp-fire or red-flower programme, or games,

The assistants when pressed will harcliy be
unready to take, but the chiefs are likely to be
unwilling to give, responsibility. (Searchiight, )
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CORRESPONDENCE.

To
The Editor,
SovTi Inpia Doy Scort, MADRAS,

Dear Mr. Editor, .

Let me thank you for kindly publishing my photograph
of the eclipse of the moon, but that has provoked a
question {from some, ‘'how I could have tricked the moon
into one photagraphic plate”. Since perhaps the same
doubt might arise in the (m:nds of other readers of your
valuswe journal, 1 sollc'ut the }1oslwltg);t)v of vour

o' > s for an explanation of the simple method
- SpreEy .

Y ir was placed in the open just before the aclipse,
nng :}ix‘ci“craxfrf {with the long facus hack lens for better
magnification) was rigged pointed to the maan. T!\\s
was rather a difficult job and the camera had to he tied

with strings and supported by books. Then the moon,
just before the commencement of the eclipse, was
tocussed on the top of the ground glass, to allow f{or its
travel down the plate since the moan was going
contrariwise, rising,

The camera was then loaded with the lens closed.

As soon as the eclipse was seen to occur, twelve
exposures on the same plate, each of half a second
duration but with 5 minutes intervals, were given. So
then, the relative luminosity of the mogn was secured
with  equal exposures, but if gradully increasing
exposures had been given, apparent view of the moaqn
could have been obtained,

Yours faithfnlly,

T. S, RaMarvam,
Scout Mastey,

Hindupar,
11—1—1928,

———— e e
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THE BOYS' SECTION

Message for the Month.
YOU.

You are the fellow that has to decide
Whether you'll do it or toss it aside.
You arc the fellow who makes up your mind
Whether you'll lead or will linger behind,
Whether youw'll try for the goal that’s afar S
Or just be contented to stay where you are,
Take it or leave it. Here’s something to do !
Just think it over...It’s all up to you'!

H. E. Vice-Admiral B. S. Thesiger, ¢.B., ¢.7.6., Naval Commander-in-Chief

at Boy Scout Headquarters, Madras, . .
What do you wish ? To be known as a shirk,

Known as a good man who's willing to work,
Scorned for a loafer or praised by your chief,
Rich man or poor man or beggar or thief ?
Lager or earnest or dull through the day,
Honest or crooked ?  It’s you who must say !
You must decide in the face of the test
Whether you'll shirk it or give it your best.

Nobody here will compel you to rise; = - -
‘No one will force yqu to open your eyes ;

No one will answer for you ves or no,
Whether to stay there or whether to go.

Life is a game, but it’s you who must say,
Whether as cheat or a sportsman vou'll play.

I'ate may betray you, but you settle first
Whether to live to your best or your worst.

So whatever it is you are wanting to be, -

Remember, to fashion the choice you are free.
Kindly or selfish, or gentle or strong,

Keeping the right way or taking the wrong,
-Care¢less of honour or guarding your pride,
Al these gre questions which you must decide.
Yours the selection, whichever you do ;

“The thing men call Character’s all up to'you !

- . .

M St gpibralitiy N

SEA SCOUTING : An incident at the Red Hills Training Camp.
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How to make a Suh Dial.

HI: Sun Dial shows us a time which is not
the time used by us in our daily life.

The latter is called Mean Solar Time and for
India it is 3% hours in advance of Greenwich
Mean Time (G. M. T.) This is our Standard
time but our cities adopt Local Time which
nﬂay be different from Standard Time. Rail-
ways usually adopt the latter and post offices

the former.

The local time as would be shown by
heavenly bodies like the Sun and Stars can be
found from the longitude east of Greenwich
the particular place lies in, for which we have
to find the local time. For every degree of
longitude east of Greenwich we must add 4
minutes. Thus for Madras which is 80 deg.
14’ 50" east of G., local Madras time is at 4’ for
each deg., 5 hrs. 21’ in advance of G. M. T,
and so 9’ behind Indian Standard Time (.S.T')
For Hindupur' from which place I am writing
local time is 5 hrs. 10’ in advance of G. M, T.
and 20’ behind 1. S. T. So then, the Sun Dial

must show the local time which must be
corrected to whatever time you want, 1. S, T.
or Railway time or Madras, Bombay or
Calcutta time which would be different from
your village local time. Dut actually the Sun
does not show correct astronomical time while
the Stars do. The error committed by the sun
each day varies and can be found from a good
almanacek like Whittakers, cost Rs. 5/4.

So if you want to be guided by the Sun
Dial proceed as follows: Take its reading
which let us assume it is X1I Noon on March,

A

lé val
b latitvde —,

1 of 1928. 1 presume that the dial is located -

at Hindupur. Then:

hrs. m,  sec. (plus)
Dial time is 12

Suns error of equation .
of timeon 1—3—28 0 12 30

So Hindupur time ... 12 12 30
Add differenceon 1.1, 0 20

So LS. T.is .o 12032 30
So Madras time is ... 12 23 3¢

The Sun’s error is least on Apr. 15th, June
14th, Sept. 1st and Dec. 25th for the year 1928,
on which dates f you read the Sun Dial you
may neglect for practical purposes the equation
of time.

Let us now proceed to constrcut the Sun
Dial. k

The instrument consists of a dial or face of

slate with a shadow caster called the Gnomon,

triangular in shape. Slate is preferable because
itis weather proof and is easily markable.

Now select a sunny place in your garden or
on the top of your house and construct a pillar

with a flat top made absolutely level with the
help of a spirit level. Purchase a piece of school
boy's slate on which a circle 9 inches in
diameter can be inscribed. Cut out the gnomon
out of a sheet of brass ortin (to be varnished
weather proof.) The gnomon is triangular in

shape such that angle ¢ in fig. 1 isof the

same number of degrees as the latitude of your
place found out of a government survey map of
your village. Leave a margin "below the
triangle to sink into the dial.

B

Length BC may be 7 inches.

Now dig a neat groove of uniform depth in
the dial BC in fig. 2, such that the gnbr_non
will'sink in it with a slightly loose fit. Fix the

gnomon with thot sheilac so that, point C faces

-south and B north or XII Noon. You ought °
to have inscribed the ciroles on the dial before
fixing the gnomon. The circles can be done " i

with a divider taken round and round.

ko

LA “t /
Lt
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Hﬂ.ving hstatisﬁed yourself that the gnomon is Markiﬁg time 315 h
quite vertical to the dial set the dial on a bed Add equation of time for March e
of cement truly level by going with a spirit fst, 1928 ' T 0123 ,
level on the 4 corners of the slate dial. 3273 hrs, py

Now take up a watch and set it to correct

Ptime by 12 noon on the dial. If you had set

¥ .

the X .I Noon line pointed due north 20 degrees
to thc: west- of compass north, at XII noon
according to the dial, say on March 1, 1928
your watch must be set to 12, 23" 3¢” ’if the
dial is to be erected at Madyas. If at any other
place the watch must be sgt to your local time
as explained before. Then proceed to mark
the hours with quartersand halfs if wou like
with your watch., Thus 3. 15 p.y, je to be
marked when your watch shows:

v

.

In this way mark up to sun set, and an exac
counterpart to the left, would suit the morning.
Check next *day with your watch., If yous
watch is erratic, next day at X Noon dial time
you can find the rate of retardation or accelera-
tion of your watch. When you are satisfied as to
the correct readings given by the dial perma-
nent marks more deeply indented may be made

‘and the marks impregnated with white paint to
show better on the black dial, , T
My Sun Dial is very 'simply made out of
-Meccano theengineering toy set for oys) parts.
I give a sketch of it below :° ,
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To conclude [ shall be h:lppAy to clear the
doubts that may arise ‘to i.l](]'l\’l(lllill readers
through the columns of this journal. In t‘hc
article 1 have not been very accurate as to the
‘ time since there would be hourly

equation of _ w
v One interested in the construction

variations.

R |
[FEB.

of the sun dial and knowing further mysteries of
the heavenly bodies would do well to purchase
a copy of the 1928 edition of \Whittaker's
Almanack and a copy of Astronomy for Scouts
and others by T. \V. Corbin, London, 1/,
which bools had been consulted in the prepara-
tion of this article, ‘

THE TERMITE

(By S. T. Moses.)

ITE term tarmite may perhaps be unfamiliar-
to most of us but :.lH of  us ]?av?
sufficiently suffered from its flepff}daytnon\s,
~tvhou;;h under its otller'n@xlc ‘\vlulc .(m‘t .tA s
most popular names, this is not quite correc ai
the termite i3 nelther_ w_‘hxte mn co]ouT n101: aln a?]
in nature. Neithg:r is it a worm as the Latin
derivative, meaning wood-worm, ' scen}ns fo
suggest. As the dlctlonary.puts it, t‘wl tc}'nu;
is cantlike insect destructive to timber’. 1t
has been rightly ‘Stqud ¢ tlxe archscoulrg_e ;)t
humanity, the foe of civilisation and t{le hlig n
of learning . And no one, of coursc ‘scouts
excluded, can refrain from cursing the Cun-T
ing thief in the night’ .who makes; 1}1 thg words
of the Tamil poet Athiveerarama Pandian, no
difference between the property of the benevo-
Jent rich and that of the selfish. Furopeans are
sometimes nicknamed ¢ white ants* from their
colour just as our blondes are styled ¢ white
cockroaches’ (Mal: Vella Koora). It is said
that a year prior to the nutbreak ofl the Indian
Mutiny a prophesy went fgrlll at the tc;mple o}
Mailer about the rising against the white ants.

The tiny insects, to contend ngninst‘whoiqc
destructive activities the ’ublic \WWorks Depart-
ment seems to be created, are themselves very
clever engineers. Their residence i1s a remark-‘
able structure, resembling a human village but
perhaps more permanent, and consisting of
many chambers and interminable and innumer-
able galleries. Usually its presence 1s. not
obvious, the tubes and galleries running e!thcr
superficially or cdeeper in the soil. In some
cases it is the huge earthen mound more o'ft‘en
seen in waste-areas than in compounds. The
ramifying tubes may run further than the limits
set by our imagination and across and throggh
objects like walls, beams, rafters, etc. The
main nest is usually 2 to 3 feet in diameter.
The maximum height of anthills here is about
12 feet—African anthills soar over 16 feet-—and
at this rate sky-scrapers constructed by man
should have their tops, though not reaching

into heaven’ as was proposed at Babel, at least

a mile above the sea-level. T'he largest anthills

in South India are said to be those surrounding

up to the thighs the colossal stone figure sacred

to the Jains at Sravana Belgola in Mysore.

Anthills have a religious significance as Siva is

caid to have ntanifested himself in that form.

Valmiki, the author of Ramayana, owes his pame

to the fact of his birth on an anthill (Valmee-

gam). The ¢Vedans’ of North Arcot have an

alias in ¢ Valmeegalu’ as they ‘live on the

products of the anthills’. The walls of_ the nests

arc of a moderately hard substance derived fromn

chewed fibre: the earthy walls however vary

in their hardness, Mostly the earth of the

termitarium crumbles to dust and that is why
the Khond swears with a handfal of anthill-earth

hefore him, the inevitable fate of the perjurer
being firmly believed to be to ¢ crumble to dust
like a white-ant-hill’.  The powdery earth
heaped up by the termites is greatly in demand
in the Tennis clubs of Madras as no court is
deemed perfect unless its surface contains a
liberal admixture of this dust. Anthills afford
comfortable lodgings to snakes and are worship-
ped as such : Tamilian says ‘thq termite is the
carpenter of the snake’ I\'I_anu Samhita warns
the Brahman—A Scout is a Brahman as
meaning the highest type of man —against pas-
sing urine in certain obJectlonable places
of which anthill is one. If a census is taken of
the underground residents of the earth, the
termites will easily be the first in point of
numbers and apparently that is the reason why
the earth is figuratively called an anthill.  The
¢Silpa Sastra’ says that when experimental
pits are dug in a plot of land where a new house
is to be erected, the sight of termites forebodes
no good to the owner : as the earth’s bowels are
nothing but a seething mass of ‘white-ant’ity,
it is no wonder the landlords are having a bad
time during these days of tenant agitation.

Theanthill or the nest is managed by the
workers, tiny but active, sexually immature

|

yoo
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beings, who attend to all the necessary items of
work. The necessity. of setting apart the
Kshatria class for the protection of the rest was
recognised long ago in ant-society as in ours.
Members of this class are sexless and number
‘about one hundredth of the worker population.
‘The dhead is swollen, the jaws are stronger and
the body twice as long asthat of the worker,
The duties of these soldiers are the defence of
the nest and generel supervision. The 2 forms
of sexual individuals complete the list of termite
castes. Each nest has a king and a queen both
sexually mature and wingless though once bear-

ing 2 pairs of gauze wings—The Tamils say -

¢ these wings are the most delicate things ever
seen, by far longer than the body. A reserve
of immature females and males is always kept
by the foresighted creatures to provide for
emergencies. Besides the various kinds of
termites the nest usually contains other insects
termed ‘termitophilous’s(termite-lovers), beetles
etc,, which live in harmony with them.
Whether these guests are welcome, uninvited or
merely tolerated is not quite clear,

The queen is truly the mother of her subjects.
She is nearly six inches long and her abdomen
is so very disproportionately swollen as to
reduce the remaining parts to almost invisible
smallness.  Her shape is that of a sausage or
more exactly the finger of a kid-glove and its
wormlike appearance has earned for it the local
name ‘ Mother-worm' She is entirely helpless,
‘her legs having been long ago lifted clean off
the ground. The body is full of -butterlike
liquid matter. Her duty is merely to lay eggs
which she does assiduously at the rate of about
one per second. The record is 80,000 in 24
hours. The queei is reckoned a delicacy, fried
or raw in the Tamil districts, budding athletes
of 12 or over keep themselves in trim, by
swallowing her raw and then sprinting 2 and
odd miles. In the nest the chambers above the
royal one are for the eggs. A lot of workers
attend on the queen, meeting all her wantsin the
matter of food etc., while a’lot more are busy
transporting the eggs as fast as they are laid, be
it day or night, to their alloted chambers. The
eggs are all curiously enough of one pattern
and in producing the different types of termites
from- the same sort of egg, these tiny insects

- show themselves, like the ants and bees, to be

in possession of the great secret of making sex

to order. The food is prepared stuff and so the

composition of the artificial food may be varied

according to special needs. The food of the

nest consists of vegetable fibre chewed by the

workers and partially digested. In some, the
5
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. semidigested  stuff is disgorged through the
mouth of the workers before being served in
others it is the excrement, though usually thjs
is used for building the rearing chambers. A
chemical secret, still hidden from man, is theirs
and they make the universal vegetable substance
called cellulose available for food. In the
body of the workers are found onecelled
animalcules absent in males, females or soldiers,
which digest the cellulose and so render 1t
available as food and as building materia],
Termites also grow fungi in their nests and
they also serve as food. A fluid * Andalaka
honeylike but bitter may be extracted from the
nest. The termite is usually supposed to eat
nothing  with life, attacking only decayed
or lifeless plants, etc. Even EHA says so and
ridicules the Indian gardener who asserts plants
of his are never eaten by white anfs because
they have died but die because they are eaten
by white ants’.  The Sugarcane Expert
conftrms the Mali's assertion as'his plants are
attacked in the early stages, the sets eaten in
and converted into shell.  Young cocoanut
plants and seelings are also liable to receive
their attentions. \Wheat, sunflower and
groundnut are among others attacked. All is
grist to their mill, nothing coming amiss. In
fact they devour all animal® and vegetable
substances useless or even worse like the thogny
shrub Kara Kol, of the Malayalam proverb—
within reach, except glass and perhaps metal.
Metal though not eaten is corroded as an acid
liquid excreted by the termite has such an
action. The Bible Society binds the Bibles
intented for Africa in metal, in deference to the
prowess of the African white ants. Glass is the
only article which has so far resised their
powers and the safest method of keeping boxes
etc.,, safe from ths termites is to mount them on
impromptu pedestals of bottle-bottoms, Even
bones are not safe and the bony weapons used

- in the pakeolithic age have disappeared through

their activities, -

The workers are very practical engineers
and miners. They are handicapped by the
absence of eyes but the protective instinct for
concealment is so well developed as to make
them postmasters in the art of shielded attack.
Abhorring all light, they work under tubes. of
earthy crust, the results of their initial activities,
One mystery connected with this activity is the
source of the water necessary for kneading the
clay required for constructing the tubes. While
attacking woodwork the heart of the beam may
be eaten but strands and knots are left here and
there to serve as supports to the galleries above



Like the props in mines. 'J'h'us are they able to
reduce furniture, etc., to a thin shqﬂ \Vltllq“lt in
any way rousing our -suspicions. _[h.(:llt
destructive efforts arc some‘nmes _too_ amazing
(o be believed as when edibles vanish ina nl_ght.
A noteworthy case on record happened in a
Bengal prison where the bedding of the
prisoners was destroyed m}}le night while the
men were sleeping on 1t ! 1hve;‘e is nothing in
the world which cannot be utilised by. men and
this destructive habit of ﬁhe termite 1s no
exception. In Coorg a 'dlscovery hqs beep
mnade that teakseeds germinate more quickly if
their outer coats are removed by the white ants,

Deliberate and successful efforts to enlist the

white ant to effect the necessary change in the
seed are mnow made in  most teakwood
lantations. )

The co-operative movement, as In 'tlle case
of other sucial insects, has reached a high scale
of development among white ants. The
workers of modst bees or true ants merely
surrender their sex (o serve their community
but here as in some bees and ants ’there I ithc
additional sacrifice of eyesight. The soldiers
of course sacrifice their lives when the. nest is
attacked. e. g. by ants: they come out into the
interstices and ofter battle ‘with desperat_-c
courage and meet witl} certain death, as tbexr
only avenue of retreat is promptly cut oft by
the wotkers blocking up the breaches and
strengthening the barricades.

The provision for new nests is very siniple.
At certain seasons, usually during the monsoon
particularly when the air is still after « heavy
rain, huge hosts of winged males and females
emerge from old nests. The swarming is the
prenuptial flight ; the point of emergence may
be a hole in the ground ot even a chink in the
wall. The swarming or the emergence of
winged white ants is a popular ‘clerk 'of the
weather’. It isan indication of approaching
rain. If the swarming takes - place in the
evening, thr Tawilians say, there will be very
heavy and continuous rain.  Jut if itis in the
morning the threatening rain will hold off for a
short while., Swarming. however is unlucky,
according to ‘the ¢Silpasastra’ or ¢ Manai adi
sastra’ if it takes place in sight of the owner
and the architect who have come to survey the
plot for the proposed house,

Swarming is followed usually by an inmunense
waste of life, the would-be pioneers of the new
colonies mostly going to fatten their enemies
whose name is legion. The first in the list is
man. Agricultural labourers in many districts
consider the winged white ants a delicacy, A
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favourite dry dish is the bodies of the swarmers
fried with rice grains. Among the Tamils of
old, Purananuru tells us, curries of winged
termites wers prepared, with buttermilk and
tamarind as the other main ingredients.  Aftev
the first fall of heavy rain, it is an usual sight
at nights to see lights moving about on the
plains. They are the lights mostly torches of
villagers, engaged in capturing the winged
termites. The bodies, after collection are
sundried and stored. The lrulas of Chingleput

and the Mutrachas of Nellore and Kurnool are -

expert in this line, the lutter being credited

" with attracting them by the use of a special

powder.

Amonyg the other animals whose hearts are
delighed at the emergence of the swarms are
bats, owls, kites and crows which in destroying
these pests wash out, at least partially the past
scandals of their lives. Scorpions are also
among them ; and thosc who have fed sump-
tuously on an exclusive diet of winged whiteants
are valued asyielding an oil considered in Indian
pharmacopeia as efficacious for aches in joints.
The pangolin or the scaly ant-eater is a great
destroyer of white ants though he does not wail
for their swarming. He licksup a prodigious lot
of white ants with his extensive, sticky tongue,

To get r1id of the termites the ¢ Goths’
Ostragoths, Huns and Vandals of Indian life,
or at least to curtail their nefarious activities
many are the methods suggested. l\'erose_ne or
Phenyle may be poured through apertures in the
nests. To produce permanent results however,,
the nests should be located, particularly the
(ueen’s chamber, and the queen destroyed.
Such quests when undertaken in house and
compounds should be carefully aAtter}ded. to, lest
the building shiould collapse by digging into the
foundations. Once a queen termite was found.

6 feet under the floor of a bedroom. Killing the
.king and queen may mot be enough, the

substitute royal family also should be distroyed.
Tarring is the sole remedy preventing wood-
work from falling a prey to white ants,
Solignum paint is also claimed to be the best
white ant destroyer and wood preservative. In
planting cocoanuts ashes with a handful of salt
are used. All  manures, except perhaps
castorcakes, white ants have a flair for. Garden
beds can be kept clear off these insects by being
watered with a solution of copper sulphate. In

. sugarcane plantation, water in which bundles

of Kodikalli and bags of salt are soked is used,
as a timehonoured preventive.
emulsion or a tar emulsion keeps young plants
safe from white ants,

«

Crude oil" .
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Canadian Boy Life.

IN writing about a covntry and its peoples
there is always a temptation to describe
the exceptional and unusual things. Those
who read about these things, and do not know
that hey are exceptional and not the rule, form
very wrong opinions of such a country and its
people. The purpose of this article about Cana-
dian Boys is to help create better understanding
and not misunderstanding ; therefore it deals
with every day affairs which are common.to
most boys. '

Canada like India is so vast in extent that
many varying conditions may exist at the same
time. In midsummer (July— August) when in
most of the country the weather is about the
same as in South India’s % cool weather,” one

‘may find snow falling in the Rocky mountains

and the great ice glaciers unaffected by the heat.
In midwinter, when weather down to 30 degrees
below freezing point is not at all uncommon in
puy parts of the country, the people living on
the Pacific Coast at Vancouver are having a
rainy season with only an occasional day when
it snows or freezes. In spite of its vast extent
Canada has a population of only eight million
people so that many of these live in very small
villages or scattered throughout the great farm-
ing areas,

~ The boys who live on the prairies of the Cana-
dian west area resourceful, care free type whose
great ambition.is to excel at horsemanship.
They learn to ride as soon as they are big enou-

gh to get their legs across a horse’s back. They -

use horses to ride to school or church or town
or when tending cattle or' bringing the caws
home for milking. On the other hand many
boys wholivein the towns of the east in Canada,
may, like the writer, never have been on the

back of a horse until after manhood is reached.’

In many other ways the experiences of the boys
in different parts of Canada differ very greatly.

After all the most important thing to remem-

ber about Canadian boys is that they are “boys”,

just as Indian boys are boys and Japanese boys.
are boys.
teristics of boyhood the boys of every lapd.and

.every race are very much alike. Itisonly in
some of their customs and activities that differ.’

ences arise. .

Nearly all Canadian boys 1play team games,
Association football is a popular game with
many of them but the high school boys of
fifteen years of age and over are more fond of
Rugby football than of the Associaticn game.

_ necessary to play baseball well. The regulation

In all the mest fundamental charac-

American Rugby which differs a great deal from

English Rugby is a very strenuous game and
until recently was rather dangerous, frequent]y
resulting in broken limbs. The newer rules
have eliminated some ol the roughness.

Baseball is the one universal game and no

. matter what other games a boy may play he ig
This game - .

almost sure to play some baschall.
recuires a great deal of practice to develop the
skill, precision, and alertness which are

outdoor game is played with a small hard ball
nine inches in circumference. The ball is so
hard and can be batted so swiftly that masks,
chest protectors, and padded gloves for each
player are required for every game. In recent
years a modified game called Playground
Basket ball in which a somewhat softer, four.
teen inch ball is used and which is played
without gloves or other paraphanalia, has
become even more popular than the origindl
game. .

Most Canadian boys play hockey but not the
field hockey‘of India. It is the great winter
game and is played on the ice using skates to

, enable the players to get quickly about after

the “puck " which is used instead of a ball,

The puck is a flat disk of solid rubber about one "~ -
The - R

inch thick and five inches in diameter. {
ice hockey stick is almost twice as long as that

used for field hockey and is much lighter in the :

blade,

_ Winter weather is welcomed by the yéung :

people as the snow and ice give opportunity for

the most healthful and enjoyable of outdoor :

sports..  Tobogganing, skiing, snow-shoeing
skating and sleigh riding -are all sports which
the boys enjoy. - Scarcely any temperature is

too cold to spoil the {un.of or keep boys away
-from these outdoor activities,

Skiis, are made
of hard springy woad, are from five to eight
feet long and are attached by straps to strong
leather boots, or shoe packs, They are
sometimes used to push along on hikin trips
over the snow in level country but the real fun
of skiing is in coming down the slippery slope
of a hillside.. The beginner finds it very-.,
difficult to keep both feet going in theé same

direction, the result is that as soon as the skiis
;_;pread too far apart or cross each other there
“is & spill which results in a good ducking in’

the snow. The most exciting part of skiing is

jumping.  This is done by having a platform -

built about half way down a hill from which
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the speeding skiiman is shot off into the air to
alight again on the sloping hillside some
hundred feet below. It requires real skill to
retain one’s balance after landing from a jump
and there are many spills but the sport is after
all a comparatively safe one.

Snowsheeing is a less thrilling sport.  In fact
these shaes were made and are still used by
many for the very practical purpose of walking
easily where the snow Is deep and where it is
very tiring to walk if the feet sink deep into

it at every step., Still snowshwing is interesting -

enough for boys and girls to get out in cold
bright days and especially on moonlight nights
for a long tramp over the snow., A snow
shwing party is only complete howev?r when
the group come indoors and.sxt around in frqnt
of an open fire-place and enjoy some substantial
refreshments for which the cold air "has given
them a keen appetite.

A Toboggan is made of lithe slats of
hardwood and is usually from six to ten feet
long and eighteen inches wide and well curved
up in front. Tobagganing is an exhilerating
sport. A good slide will be from four to
eight furlongs and the first part must be down
a steep slope where the speed attained almost
takes the breath away and then the long glide
on the level at the bottom unless perchance the
toboggan has jumped the banks of the slides
and upset all into the deep snow. The long
haul back provides the exercise and by the
time the riders are at the top of the slide again
they will be thoroughly warmed even in
extremely cool weather. :

Canadian homes, schools, and all business and
public buildings are built in such a fashion that
they can be comfortably heated during the cold
weather. \While boys spend a gool deal of
their leisure time out of doors in the cold
weather, thisseason also providesa very popular
time for indoor meetings. DBoys meet at their
Scout Headquarters, the Y. M. C. A, the
Parish or Sunday School Hall of their church or
at some other chosen spot to carry on Scouting
or club activities which other boys of their
own age. Nearly every boy over twelve years
of age belongs to some organization or Club of
boys. There are thirty thousand Doy Scouts
in Canada and about the same number of Trail
Rangers (12 to 14 years) and Tuxis Boys (15-18
vears.) The latter two groups belonging to
Protestant churches. In the Roman Catholic
church, boys who are not Scouts, often belong
to the Junior Knights of Columbus while Jewish
boys have two organizations known as ¢« The
sons of David " and « The Maxabees,”

Camping is an expericnce which a great
many Canadian boys.enjoy in mid summer and
itmust always be far away from town, on a
river or lake, with canvas tents as shelter,
Camps run for periods of from one week to two
months and one camp which continues through-
out the months of July and August has over
two hundred boys in attendance. In a big
camp of this sort boys will be divided into sec-
tion for those under twelve years, those under
fifteen and those over fifteen years, The camp
activities consist of swimming, paddling canoes,
sailing, nature study, handicraft, woodcraft, first
aid, dramatics, singing and various kinds of
programmes each night around the camp fire.
Izach tent group of six to ten boys has a leader
or Counsellor who belps them plan and carry out
all their activities, tn smaller camps much
the same kind of organization and programme is
followed. A favourite plan is for each boy to
choose an Indian name, the group to be called a
tribe and the leader to be an Indian Chief.
Grrand Council meetings are then held around
the camp fire and for these occasions each brave
puts on full war paint after the custom of the
American Indians and Indian Ceremonies,
songs, and dances form part of the progra .me
around the Council fire,

Except for a small number of hoys who live
on scattered farms in the less settled districts
of the country every boy goes to school until
he bas completed the work of the elementary
grades.  Doys and girlsalways attend the same
schools and are in the same classes.  About ten
per cent of all the boys go to high school and
two or three out of every hundred go to college.
Many boys are at work after schcol hours help-
ing to pay their own way through school. This
is particularly of older high school boys and
of most college students, ’

Nearly every Canadian boy has work to do.
Very few homes employ servants, so it falls to the
lot of the boys to carry wood, coal and water,
to cut grass and cultivate vegetable gardens, to
clean off snow from the pathsand do many
other ‘tasks about tlie home. "Such work is in
no case regarded as unworthy of the best boys.
On the farm a big boy takes on a man's share

of the duties in the fields, of milking the cows, .

or driving loads to market. All of these duties
however are not allowed to interfere with
schooling and must be done before and after
school hours, on Saturdays and in sohool
holidays. 1n most towns therc are school laws
which make it compulsory for every boy up to
fourteen years to attend school regularly.

[FEB.
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Boys and girls, especially those over fifteen,
play many games and enjoy many activities to-
gether. joint me.tings of boys and girls Clubs
Zre very popular and of frequent occurrence in
the churches and other organizations yvhxc.h both
boys and girls attend. Indoor socials in the
cold weather are nearly always for both boys and
girls. - This free, frank and vyholesome sharing
of activities helps boys and girls to understand
each other better, to respect.each other an.d isa
fine preparation for the life partnership of
marriage which is usually entered upon when
hoth are between twenty and twenty five years
of age. It is seldom that a G;anadna.n boy under
cighteen years ever thinks of marriage and not
one in a thousand is ever married at that age.
Marriage in Canada is always a mutual arrange-
ment between a young man and woman. The
parents are just on-lookers and no dowry enters
in. Both agree to share life together without
regard to financial arrangements. ~

Canadian boys differ from !ndian hboys very
oreatly in the matter of their public attitude
toward religion.

Religion is a topic which boys do not often
discuss among themselves and would hardly
ever think of discussing with a stranger, Most

surprising of all, some boys have never freely
discussed religion with their parents, The
majority of Canadian boys do identify them.
selves with the religious life and observances of
their respective faith, be that Roman Catholic,
Protestant or Jewish. As younger children
they are taught the truths and stories of their
faith in their homes and religious schocls, In
the years after twelve boys attend religious
meetings and discuss religious subjects in Sunday
School groups, but most of them are very -
reticent about expressing these feelings to others .
or to any but some intimate friend. This does
not mean that at heart Canadian boys are less
religiously inclined than boys of any other race.
This is one of the fundamental facts of life
in which they are probably much the same as

.other boys. They are not so fortunate as

Indian boys in the ready means of religious
expression which is open to them. '

[Any South Indian Boy Scouts who would like to
exchange letters with boys in Canada are asked ta write
a letter and send it in care of Wallace Forgie, Scout
Master, Y. M. C. A. Troop, Esplanade, Madras, Letters
should be addressed ' To a friend in Canada’ from..,
Creeraeenes eerereeerrraees AL eiiiriiies YEATS, vevvunrenes India,
correspondence of this kind is the Dest way to get all
your questions answered about how boys live and what
they do in other lands.)

(ii) Lead, Kindly Light.

By JoHN HENRY NEWMAN.

T eadA Kindly Light amid th ' encircling gloom,
[ ead Thou me on !
The night is dark, and I am far from home ;
Lead Thou me on!
Keep Thou my feet: I do not ask to see
The distant scene : one step enough for me
[ was not ever thus, nor pray 'd that Thou
Shouldst lead me on ;
1 lov'd to choose and see my path ; but now
Lead Thou me on! o
I lov'd the garish day, and, spite of fears, .
Pride rul'd my will : remember not past years,
Go long Thy power hath blest me, sure.it still
"7 TWiil lead me on . .
O'er moor and fen, O'er crag and torrent, till
The night is gone; . .
And with the morn those angel faces smile, )
Which I have loved long since, and lost a while!

N

is isa hymn which is sung in the Sabarmati
As'}Il‘:lalzi ever);r evening just at dusk. ‘Thousands
of little children sing this hymn in as many
homes all over India. The hymn is popular
not only in India, but itisone of the most
' favourite hymns in all parts of thg world, It
has been translated into many Indian languages
and into many non-Indian ones as well. In
fact, this hymn and its author are known all
over the world as much as the Scout Salute is.

The hymn was written by a very pious
Christian, the great Cardinal John Henry
Newman. Every Scout ought to know about
Newman and his works, Newman, when he
was a young man, went to Italy and spent some
time there. Allhis friends returned to England
and he was left alone. He was very ill with
fever. . Atthis time Newman was troubled very
much 1n mind with doubts about his faith, To
add to these, he became homessick and the
weather was so bad that he could not get a boat to
return home, At last he managed to get an orange
boat, but then the sea became very bad. The
sky was clouded and the people on board were:
put to very great trouble and anxiety. It was
then that Newman wrote these famous verses.

Newman wrote this hymn when he was a
young man,—before his great career. He asked
for_divine guidance, the proper thing every
young man, especially 2 Boy Scout, ought to do."
The hymnis so ful|l of meaning that many
books have been written about it. Each line
is a precious gem,

Read the lines again and see whether you
like the hymn more than you did before,
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A New Method of Prowling.

N the last copy of this magazine von read and I hope,

by this time, vou have hevun, how to prowl In
this article I should like to tell you of an entirely new
method of prowling which some of vou may say is very
easy, some others verv difficult and vet some others,
that it is no prowling at all.

To be a naturalist one should be a student of Nature
and not confine oneself to the study of animals alone,
And there are plantsin Nature. I am now going to tell
you what method of prowling you have to resort to if
you want to study about plants. Tor this prowling,
m some of its early stages vou need not wander about
as Jeha's companion did last time. You can observe
things in your own compound or some of you may even
study many interesting things from some of your lower-
pots. This method of prowling is difficult because
one has to be extremely patient and the observations
are not made in such a short time as Jeha's companion

did in the fields about the crane: Some of the interest- -

ing things have to be observed {or a number of yearsat a
stretch. There was a mank in Austria, Mende! by name,
who cultivated different kinds of peas in his Garden,
noted down his observations, bred new varieties of peas
and wrote down his remarks about them and the whole
thing is now regarded as one of the greatest works of
science -and there is a branch of science known as
*“ Mendelism'" which is studied by great scientists in
all parts of the world. You begin your observations
and note them down accurately and if vou are able to
explain some of them correctly you may become another
Mendel. Who knows?

For this month let us be vegetable prowlers.  What
plant shall we observe? 1 believe the ' Avarai’ plant
(Dolichese lablale} is a common one all over South
India. Are there many wonderful things to observe
in this? T.et us see. When the ' Avarai ' brings forth
its flower, have you cver noted that there are soma

visitors to this plant ? Most of vou have seen it,  know,
I' can hear a little Cub saving ' 1 have seen a bee go
into a flower”. Another Scout may say T have seen
a big beetle get into the lowers.” And veta Rover
may say, "I know all aboutit. Allsorts of insects
come to suck the honey from the flower.”” Our Rover
is partly correct. The latter part of his answer is
correct. But " All kinds of insccts’’ do not visit the
Avarai flower. Tt is a very useful thing and interesting
also, if one can note down the names of these winged
visitors to the flower. It would be better still if vou
can make a collection of these visitors and preserve it
in a small show case. Some wise men who have
studied about plants will be able to tell you which of
them are the real [riends of the Avarai flower and which
are those that do harm to the plant. Is thisany easy
job? This kind of taking observation, though difficult
prowling, has been very useful to man. It is by such
studies that we are now able to control thie eneniies of
our crops. By finding out those insects that do harm
to our paddy, cotton, sugar-cane, cocoanut tree and
other plants and by preventing them from doing harm
to these plants are we able to improve the quality and
quantity of our crops. '

I shall be very glad il some of you scouts and cubs will
ihake a list and collect some of these insects and study
about the common pests of some of our common domes-
tic plants. In the next issue of the magazine 1 shall tall
you how you can make a show case of insects, sinch as
butterflies, moths, beetles etc. :

You can write to me about your observations and if
vou want any further information I shall be only too
glad to give the same to youn, You can write to me
C/O The Editor, Boys’ Section, The South India Boy
Scout, Post Box, 424, Triplicane, Madras.

Jeeha,

Folk Lore of

Indian Birds.

(By E. H.N.G.)

The calls of birds make a fascinating study, and the
writer of this article examines some of them.

VER since the problematical treatment of Romulus

‘ and Remus, mankind' has been susceptible to
beliefs of mythical origin. Just as ancient Greece laid
‘great store by, her mythology, so India is rich in folk-
lore, which, like the dialect, seems to vary every
hundred miles. Some stories have their orgin in the
Hindu scriptures: others are of local or provincial
interest. Fortunes spring from a single idea, anda
plentiful harvest awaits the patient scribe with a gift
for dialects and a taste for wandering,

1In thisarticle T am confining myself exclusively to
birds, for, although we are not all naturalists most of
us are acquainted with the commoner garden species
and know them by their voices, even if we are un-
familiar with their names., The name Myna, for
instance, is common to both languages.. But even if
this popular name fails you, it will only be necessary to
refer to a punchiyat, where thereis ' much talk but
little doing’,”" and the average rustic recognises it at
once as a reference to myna’s cackling.

If you should happen to live by the side of any river,

© you will know by the occasional rush of wings through
the darkness, and the restless calling of the Brahminy

Ducks, when the wildfowls are retnrning to their winter

quarters. These familiar calls are more audible at

night, which has given rise to the belie{ that the ducks

and drakes separate at sunset to opposite sides of the

stream. Chakwa, says the drake, Chakwi answers the

duck : and so the voices are continued through the

night, so that neither should feel lonely or deserted.

This curious belief seems to have little foundation in

fact, but you will never persuade the villager to believe
otherwise, just as you will not convince him that all
Brain-fever Birds are not spinsters who become
impregnated by the monsoon showers for which’ they
call unceasingly. : ’

. Owls are birds of ill-omen except when seen in day-
hght, when he who sees one is bound to be lucky. The
popular belief is that the owl was originally naked and
that it borrowed a feather from each of its acquaintances
which it has never paid back. Consequently, afraid of
its cteditors, it conceals itself from morning til' night
in utter disgrace. :

. "
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Of particularly evil repute is the little ].u_ngle lept,
which perches overhead o’nights and says, “wbat with
a most fascinating intonation. Occasionally the call is
different, and resembles the distant carolling of a Sarus
Crane—sad and unspeakably lonely, but bea‘rmg no
particular significance. It is the questioning ** what
that is so singularly sinister, for i it is thrice repeated,
a death in the household is bound to result.

Much speculation exists as to the correct identity of
the * Devil Bird,”" some holding that itis an Owl,
others that it is an Eagle. Its callisan eerie, diabolical
sound. {ull of pain and anguish, uttered only at night,
But whether Owl or Eagle it inspires a gruesome legend
to the effect that a husband, suspecting the fidelity of
lhis wife and doubting the paternity of her child, killed
the latter and served up the flesh to her in a curry.
While partaking of the meal the wretched woman
recognised a finger in the brew and was so horror
stricken that she fled inta the fovest aud destroyed
herself. After her death she was turncd into a”** Devil
Bird " which still terrifies the villagers by repeating
the horrified screams of the lemented mother in her
agony, )

Those of us who have indulged in nocturnal vigils in
the jungles or beside a duck-pond have probably heard
the mournful ** hee-hoo-hu '’ of the Brown TFish-Owl,
a large species of noiseless flight and the wing-spread
of a kite. The call is rather disconcerting till ene be-
comes accustomed to it, ‘after which it becomes quite
fascinating and is supposed to emanate from two birds,
the first ‘“ hee' of the male being immediately suc-
ceeded by the *“hoo hu " of the female. The rustic
believes that this is due to a strict understanding bet-
ween the sexes. The male tells the female " when I
cry once, if you don’tat once answer twice, I shall look
for another wife,'' Here, then, is a complete solution
of the domestic problem. , .

Of the other familiar night voices, nention might be
made-of the querulous protest of the Did-you-do-it, or
Red- Wattled Plover, and the monotonous clacking of
thc Night-jar. Inour station the I'lovers appropriate
all the flat-roofad bungalows on which to lay their eggs,
and are looked upon not only as excellent chowkidars
but also as weather prophets. The position of their
eggs is very important, for if all of a clutch’ point
inwards an early mensoonis assured. =~ :

Very quaint, too, is a legend regarding the Night-jar,

Once upon a time there was a hard-hearted. peasant
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who worked his bullocks all day long and part of the
night. As punishment - for this cruelty the Almighty
transformed him into a bullock and created the Night-
‘jar, so that the latter might ever torment the forarer
with its exasperating clacking, which is supposed to .
represent the sound made by farmers when driving
their bullocks behind a plough.

The little Weaver-Birds, or Bayas, present us with
rather an interesting problem by attaching small lnmps
of clay bzneath the roofs of their complex nurseries.
Various explanations have been offered by many
observers for this curious practice, though certainly the
most picturesque is the Indian belief that the clay is
used to stick fireflies on to light up the nest at nights,
As a delighful fairy story this wants a lot of beating.

Want of space will not allow of lengthy allusions to
the Peacock, in regard to which the beliels are legion:
Here again is a typical instance of where the Western
idea is diametrically opposed to the Eastern. The
European in this country looks upon peacock feathers
as being distinctly unlucky (the more superstitious wiil
not have them in the house), whereas amongst Indians
they are always in great demand, and are not only used
infans by the * best people” at durbars and the like,
but also in their religious ceremonies as abiding charms,
In the Himalayas the feathers are used as charms against
lightning, because when the lightning. first came to earth,
and zig-zagged along the ground, the peacock, thinking
it was a <nake, swallowed it and thus became immune.

Another fascinating legend refers to the Hoopoe, that
admirable madel of domesticity. It seems that these
birds rendered King Salomon a service for which he -
desired to reward them. On Dbeing asked what they
wished, they asked for golden crowns on their heads
like -the one the King wore himsell. This wish was
speedily gratified, but the birds became so valuable
that men began to kill them for their gotden crowns, so
they returned to the King and implored him to take
back his gift. The King, taking pity on their unhappy
state, therefore changed their crowns from -gold into
feathers, . . ‘

The Indian Roller, in whose colour scheme all the
most wonderful blues and browns of the universe are so
artistically blended, is believed to have preceded the
Hindu deity, Siva, who, on occasions, even adopted
. its form. That is why the orthodos still salute this bird
in passing. Do : :

e e——p———
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Provincial Headquarters’ Notices.

" No. 6, Dated 15—2—1928,

Fhe following is a Further list of Troops ahd: Packs
registered, Warrants issued and cancelled. District
Commissioners and Secretaries are requested to kindly

return the cancelled warrants in their Districts, if they

have not already done so. ‘ ‘
Will the District Commissioners | kindly send

nomination forms for all Scouters of all ranks in their

Pro. Scout Hd. Ors.,
P. B. 424, Madras, ,
15—2~28.

" «

districts who have yet to be warrantedand also regise
tration forms for Troops and Packs to be registered,
The forms can be obtained from the Provincial

Headquarters. y

These warrant nontinations'and Troop and Pack
registration applications should be sent to the Provincial
‘Headquarters before the 10tli March, 1928 so that the
list of Scouters and Troops may be brought up-to-date

in the next issute of the Maga~ine.

- Proviucial Commissioner .
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Warrants Issued. Troops and Packs Registered.

. )V\

Madras & Chingelput Districts.
(Northern Circle)

Scoutmaster.

“241\(1)&. \V, Forgie, Y. M. C A., Esplanade, Madras.

Assistant Scoutmaster,

W. No. R ) ’ ‘
2]1. Arnold Sinclair Rose, Post Box No. 2, Matd{a:’
22. M. Sundara Kini, 2/15, Namasivaya Mudali Street,

Triplicané, Madras
Madras & Chingelput Districts.
(Southern Circle)

Scoutmasters.

V. No. ] i
! 3i. S, Rajagopala Aiyer, Ilindu  High School,
Triplicane, Madras .
rjlﬁ T. S. Viswanatha Aiyer, Govt. Madrasa-i-.\zam,
Mount Road, Madras ‘ . o
33. B. Authikesavalu, 1141, Subramania Koil St.,
Alandur, $t, Thomas Mount

Assistant Scoutmasters.
V. No. .
“2’.3. OG. Venkatraman, 1/61, T. . Kol Street,
Triplicane o
23. V.K. Sourirajan, Hindu High School, Triplicane
24, Khadim Hussain, Govt. Madrasa-i-Azam, Mount
Itoad, Madras .
25. Joseph Nicholas Cornelius, Y.M.C.A., Rayapettah
26, K. M. Koshy, Weslev College, Rayapettah
37. J. 3. Bedford, \Wesley College, Royapettah

Cubmaster.
W. No. , ] ' .

10. S. K. Srirvasan, 20, T, ', Kol Street, Triphcane
Assistant Cubmaster.

W. No. ‘ o
5. C. Krishnaswamvy, 5. South Mada Street, Triplicane

Godavery District,
Scoutmasters.
W. No. )
15. T. B. Venkata Rao, Virabadrapuram, Rajh
mundry, Pennugonda ‘
16, S. Seshagiri Rao, Taylor High School, Narasapur

17. H. Lakshimarasimha Rao, Board High School,
Kovvur :
Assistant Scoutmaster.
W. No.

1. A. Narasimha Rao, Board High School, Kovvur

5. K. C. Venkataratnam, E. M. School, Achanta

0. K, Venkataratnam, D.N. S. ‘& D.V. R, School,
lPeruru

7. 8. Ramaiah, }. K. M. School, Pennugonda
Cubmaster. .
W. No.

3. K. Satyanarayana, Municipal High School,
Palakole

Tanjore District.

Scoutmasters.
W. No.

33. T. . Santanakrishnan, South Rampart, Tanjore

34. P. R. Rangan, CJo Messrs. Bhaskari & Co.,
Tanjore -

35. K. V. Krishnaswami, K. H. School, Tanjore

30. V. Ramanujam, K. I, School, Tanjore

Assistant Scoutmasters,
W. No.

12 R, Ramanatban, West Madavilagam, Tiruvadi
13, P, Srmivasulu, Satara Street, Mannargudi

Cubmasters.
W, No.

7. M. S. Mahadevan, Model School, Mannargudi

5. BB. R. Durai Raj, Wesleyan Mission, Negapatam

9. T. Krishnaswami Iyengar, 11, New Street, Mannar-’
gudi.

10. V. seshadri, 151, North Main Street, Tanjorc
Assistant Cubmaster.

W. No. .
3. N, Viswanathan, 148, North Main Street, Tanjore

Madura District,
District Scoutmaster.
B. AL Subramaniam, Theosophical Sogicty, Madura

Salem District.
Scoutmaster.

W. No. - .
17. E. R. DPanchapakesan, 8.1, |(I\gt.) First Asst.
Ponnamapet Boys School, Salem

Warrants Cancelled.

‘Godaveri District.
Scoutmaigters.

\
W. No.

9. Bh, Krishna Rao, Taylor High School ‘froop,
Narasapur

W. No.

12. M. Viraswamy, Hanuman Troop, Palakole
13. S. Ramaiah, I Pennugonda Troop, Pennugonda

s

Madras & Chingleput Districts.

. (Southern Circle)
Troops.
Reg. No. .
25. 6th St. Thomas Mount, Alandur. St. Thomas
Mount, Madras
26. 7th Royapeitah, Y.M.C.A., Royapettah, Madras
27. 1st Triplicane, * Rama, B,” Hindu High School,
Triplicane, Madras.
Packs. '

Reg. No.

6. St. Thomas Mount, Wesleyan Mission, Alandur,
St. Thomas Mount .

7. Asoka Pack, 26, T. P. Koil Street, Triplicane,
Madras :

8. 1st Triplicane, Hindu High School, Triplicane,
Madras

Madras & Chingleput Districts.
(Northern Circle)

Troops.
Reg. No. .

21. Central Y. M.C. A, Y. M. C.A., Esplanade,
Madras :

22. 3rd Perambur, Stevens Road, Perambur Barracks,
Madras o ..

Tanjore District

Troops.
Reg. No.

36. Agasthya, Government Training School, Tanjore

Reg. No.

37. 2nd St, Peters, Manambuchavadi, Tanjore
38. Ananda-Kallat, South Rampart, Tanjore
39. Gopalswami, K. H. School, Tanjore

40. Jalpesa, Central High School, Ty . .
District g iruvadi, Tanjore

Packs.

Reg. No.
11, 1st Mannargudi, C.M S., Mannargudi
12. lst Rajampalayam, Munl. School, Rajampalayam . %

13. The Service, East Gate, Tanjore

14. Sivaji, Mahratta North Hajaram, Tanjore

15. Sri Manj, Manambuchavadi, Tanjore

16. 2nd St. Peters, St. Peters, Manambuchavadi
Tanjote '

17. Ist Nagore, Wesleyan Mission School, Nagore

Godavery & Kistna Districts.

Troop.

Reg. No.
18, 1st Kovvur, Bd. High School, Kovvar

Pack. .
Reg. No. ‘

2. Hanuman, Board High School, Kovvur S

North Arcot District.

Local "Association Registered.

Vellore Town

Names of Campers who attended the Godavery Training Camp,

bl

- Jannary 20 to 30 (inclusive) 7928,

Owls.
N. €. Narasimhachariar, Ellore
Y. Jagannatham, 'Siddhamam
M. B. Sarma, Rajahmundry
D. S. Rajarao, Ellore
v. Ramamurthy, Rajahmundry
G. Sathyanarayana, "
K. Ramakrishnamurthy, ,,
K. C. Venkatarathnam, Atchanta
g, Vasudevudu, Mukkamala )

Cuckoos. — d.‘
riramamurthy, Kirlampudi
{% ?{rishnamurthy, Rajabmundry
V. V. Sabrahmnayam, Rajahmundry
M' A. Ramarao, Rajabmundry
A. Jagannadharao, Cocanada ,
L. Venkatramasastry, Attili
M. 8. Rangachary, Ra;ahmun_dry 4
K.' Suryanarayanamurthy'. Rajamundry
P. Venkatramanarao, Rajahmundry ;

Ravens. B
D. Ramadas, Golla.v?.lsa Ganjam

. " . [l
N D ‘.

ramiah :

G. Kesavasomayajulu, Cocanada

N. Janardanam, Rajahmundry

D. V. Durgaprasadarao, Edupngally

Kurma Suryanarayanamurthy, Rajabmandry
E. Parsadarao, Rajahmundry

M. Hanumantharao, Rajahmundry

Ch. V. Rangarao, Challapalli

N. Sathyasarayanamurthy, Rajabmandry

Eugles,

M. V. Raghaviah, Rajamundry

G. V. Sabbarao, Chatrapur Ganjam
"D. Ramalingam, Kirlampud;

K. Apparao, Rajabmundry

T. Venkatarathram, Perury :
V&.‘V‘:;ukatgrapantulu, Cocanada ' r

Ch. V. Subrabmanya Sastr , Rajahm

N. Subbarao, Rajahmundry : uadry

A. Venkatarao, Rajahmun ry

Troop Leader: V, V. §. Prakasarap g
" Quartermaster and camp Joint Secretary : N, Venkat~ . '
(Assisteat Scoutmaster: Bh, Krishnarag
Scottmaster : P, S. Narayanswami, v. c. ¢,
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Dorai Raj L.; (22); Schoolmaster—Opposite C.S.M.

Girls' High School Manambuchavady, Tanjore—
Trained Mannargudy Cub Camp 1927 (P. S. N)

Charge of 11 St. Peter’s Cub Pack-Pack active.

Ebeneger A. David ; (27) ; 1035 Mission Mettu Street,
Tanjore, Schoolmaster—Scout I Madura Sivaji Troop
1919-Gustavus Troop Madura 1922—3 years in Sivaji
Troop Madura, 2 years in Gustavus.

Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol, Leader—Started I1
St. Peter's Pack In Tanjore 1924,

A. S. M. Gustavus Madura 1922-—-Cubmaste.r of
Gustavas Pack Madura 1923-24—Cubmaster II. St.
Peter’s Pack Tanjore 1924 to 1927 Now doing work as
S. M. II St. Peters, Tanjore —All the troops and Packs
are running.

N. Gopalarow ; (28), 490, Ganesar Koil Street, North
Main Street, Tanjore —Schoolmaster, Trained Talai-
yuthu Camp 1924 (P, S. N.) 1924 A, S. M. T St. Peters,
Tanjore, 1924-25 S. M. 1. St. Peters, 1925-26 S. M.
National Callege Troop, Trichinopoly, 1926-27 Borstal
School Scout work, Tanjore—1927-28 S M.I. St. Peters
Troop, Tanjore with 32 boys,
No. 28 (Tan)

troop active Warrant

Kuppuswami A, ;
nasam-—Schoolmaster —Trained (J. V. M) A. S. M.
Kélyanasundaram H. S. Tanjore till 1931 From 1921 A,
S. M. I Papanasam with 26 boys-troops running.

Manavalan A, ; (35); Asst. Master, B. School, Aziz-
nagar Settlement Oomangalam P.O. S. Arcot. Trained
Cub Camp Aziznagar (P. S. N) A. S. M. I Nanda
Troop Aziznagar since 1926-24 scouts-troop active.

Muthiah J, 1.; (35); 6, South Kamala Street,
Mannargudy Tanjore Dist. Physical Director, Fmd]ay\
College—Trained (Guindy 1923 ]J. S. W.) Pedro
(V. Grenier) Holds Wood Badge, Passed Akela Part I,
Rover Course Part I, Assisted in running, Kuttalam,
Tirupuvanam, Chidambaram and Orathanad and’
Karuppatticheri Camps-Conected with I Calicut Y. M.
C. A. Troop 1917, €th Bangalore Y. M. C. A. 1919, 5th
Royapettah 1923, the last still working-Scoutmaster 1

(36); Kapistalam West Via Papa- '

\Attamed the rank of 2nd Class and a few tests for;

Findlay College Troop—active with 24 cubs, 48 Scouts
and 22 Rovers Warrant No. S. M. 2 (Tan.) Assistant
District Commissioner South Tanjore No. 2 A. D, C.

Nagalingam S.; (20); C/O Mr. P. Srinivasulu M. a,
Findlay College, Mannargudy—Scout and staudent—
Scout of I Mannargndy for 5% years—Rank and Badges
I Class Scout, T/L 27/8/25,. Senior Rover Mate 20/6/26
A. S. M. 1/4J27~Trained Cub Camp Mannargudy
(P.S.N. 1927) A. S. M. Findlay College Troop W,@r. .
No. A. S. M. 7 Tan, ‘%]

Nataraja Iyer S.; (26); Nallamangudi Nannilam P.O, ‘
Teacher-Trained Kumbakonam Camp 1924—(F. S, N.).
Charge of I Nannilan} Troop since 1924 No. of Scouts
in troop 30 active.

{

Parthasarathy Mudaliar M. G.; (52); Ramakoti
Vridhachalam 8. Arcet. Vakil—Trained Adyar (M. vy
V.) Guindy (J. S. W.) Cub Camp Aziznagar (P.S. N.)
—District Commissioner S, Arcot with 34#of all ranks.

S. Govindarajan; (18): Student, 3/12. Nallathambi
Mudali Street, Triplicane Asoka Rover Troop, Ag.
A. 8. M. of Balaji Ranganath Troop, Troop Running.

Ramamritham [yer,G.; West Main Street, Papana.saf
Teacher, (32); Trained (P. S. N. & G. V.
Papanasam, 1924-27 Now doing work as Rover Lez [§-’
The Tilak Rovers, Papanasam. 16 Rovers, Wan‘

No. S. M. 5. (Tanjore).

" Raghuthaman N. T., (18); Student. 2/8 Singarachar,
Street, Triplicane, Scout, Dhanvanthri Troop, 1925-27 )
Asoka Rovers, 1927, Patrol Leader in the Scout Troop, -
Acting A, C. M. Asoka Pack, Running.

Rajaratnam; (33); Head Master B. School, AZlZ[la.gal"
Settlement, ‘Oomangalam Post, S. Arcot, Trained Cub
Camp Aziznagar (P.S.N.) A. S.M. I Nandg Troogy
Aziznagar 24 Scouts Troop Active.

Rawmakrishna Aiyer, K. V., (27); Nallamangudi,

.Nannilam, Schoolmaster—Trained Kuttalm Trg. Ca.mp
, (P. S. N} S. M. I Nannilam Troop, 30 Scouts—Troop'
active.

Rangan, P. R,; (22); South Main Street, Scontmaste: L
Rover Mate, in the I Tiruvalur Troop, 9 Month‘

Class Badge—Trained. Mysore (A. V. R.) S. M.
Koothanallur, Troop active,.



Rajagopalachari, R., Ba,LT., B. H. Schoﬁl.
Ayyampet, (38); Trained S. M. & C. M. Camps Kuttalam
(P .S. N.) 1926-27 S. M. Chandra Troop, 16 Scouts,

_ Troop active. Warant No. 14. (Tanjore)

Ramaiah, A. V.;(42); B. H. School, Avyyampet,
Drill Master, Trained 1921 (M. V. V. ) Cubmaster,
‘Chandra Fack, 13 Cubs, still running.

Ramabadran, K. R.: (35); V. H. School Papanasam,
Schooimaster,—S M. I, Papanasam, Since 1920 with
Cub Pack attached, still running, Trained. S. M. Camp
(. v. M) 1920—C. M. Camp (J. D. W. T.) Wood
. Badge, {Ceylon) Akela Course (F'r. Melony) (Part II)
“ Ceylon Warrant No. 4. (Taujore) Assisted in running
" mangalam, Kuttalam, Karuppatticheri Kulasekhara-
_patnam, Tranguebarand other training campe 42 Scouts
.“Troop active.
o 'Seshadri, V.3 (24); 151. North Main Street, Tanjore,
.- Schoolmaster—Trained Cub’ Camp, Mannargudi, (P. S.
'UN,) 1927. Cubmaster, The Service Pack, from Oct.
21'," 18 cubs, active. ~
Srintvasa [yer, K.. (29); B. School, Gingee, School
“x:x}asl.er——Bhislhma Rover Troop, Ranipet, training
;under Mr. N, Krishna Rao, 8. A, L, T., Scoutmster
Rajah Desingh’s Troop, 12 strong, running. '
B 'Sn:ni'vasan, S. R; (23):; 26 T. P. Koil Street,
*iplicane, Studeht,—Scout, H, T. H. School, Patrol

wader, Rover Asoka Rovers, attained the rank of 2nd
"3, A.CM. 1924, C, M. 1926. Asoka Pack, still

ag.

Sundaresam Piliai, D.: (22); Ayanarkoil Strect
rldhaqhallam. S. Arkot, Schoolmaster—Scout, 1917 for,

28

;wo years, attained the rank of 2nd Class-Trained, Cub
C,af'np, Aziznagar, (D, S, N.) 1926, Refresher C'amp
,th?ambaram, (P.S.N)) 1926, C.M. Vridhagiri Tr. '
12 Strong, still running, P

M.Su-ndamm, A. B.; (29); School master, Wesleyan
15sion, Negapatam, Trained §. M. Camp, (P.S. N,
92 St : Warrar
1926, S. M., Since 1924, Troop still running, Warrarit
No. 22. (Tanjore)

t'Smmilz‘:cu»'ulu P., (32); Satara St., Mannargudi, Lec
urer, Trained, Cub Cam L i
p (P.8.N) A. S M. in

charge of Rovers, Findlay College, Mannargudi

Sundara Raj. Y.; (23). Tope, Mannargudi, Schodl-
master—Scout I Palamcotah, 2 years, Rover I ead o
éears attained the rank of 2nd Class Traine:i Ser.M2
P::lx‘pfo(’:'.t:. NJA.S. M. I Mannargudi and a Cub

. ree years, Troop still running, Warrant N
6 (Tanjore) ; o

. T}.zyagrzraja lyr, K.V.; (29): Kammangudi,Nannilam
Ta..njore Dt. Schoolmaster, Trained S. M. Cam '
T:;chy.BgM. V.V.) 19218, M. I Nannilam, since 19212)'
op strong, still running, warr '

. g, ant No.
88. (Tanjore) oh S M

f‘(‘iruvenkatachariar, M.C. Rao Sahib; (47); M
Azlz'nagar Settlement, Oomanga.lam P.oqt 'Sl a;‘“gerr
:I‘ramed Cub Camp Aziznagar, (P.S.N.) S 'M I N"CO‘v
Troop, 24 Scouts, Troop active, Warrant ’No- 7 Sania

stwanatha Lyer, N.. (23); 148, North Main Str
Tanjore, Pupil Teacher, Scout, St. Peters, 1 year e;t'
Joseph’s, 2 years, Dindigul, 1 year, Patrol Iey;;d i
St. Joseph's, attained the rank of 2nd 'CIass‘ Ter" »
Cub Camp, Mannargudi, (P. S. N.)A. ¢ l\;l Tl';“:d
Service Pack ''18 cubs, still running, o )

Scouts and Scouters
Read

‘“THE SCOUTER”

Official publication, London.

4 SCARF'-R‘INGS.”

Scouts! Be Prepared!!

Don't Miss this golden opportunity.

A monthly magazine with useful hints
for scouts and scouters By Sir
Robert, Lord Hampton and Others.

Rings made of leather with -

press-buttons and gold lired Scout.

Badge in the centre. Rs. 3/- per annum. Postage extra.

——— e g

Apply sharp to avoid disappointment,
Songs for Scouts 2nd Edition

(General, marching, Campfire songs,

as we have a limited stock.
camp yells and prayers) As. 3 each, .

ice As. 2 each. Doz. Rs. 1/4.
Price A3 ‘ ! And all other Scoul requirements.

Packing & Postage extra.
For particulars apply to :—

The South Indian Scout
Equipment Co.,
175, Broadway, MADRAS.

G. V. RAMAN & BROS,,
General Scout Suppliers,

1/61, T P. Koil St., Triplicane, Madras.

BALMS -and THE BALM.

For the relief of Achlies and Pains there have
come into being many balms. But THERE'S ONLY
ONE BALM with a world. wide reputation
for over 42 years, as the Safest, Surest and Quickest Cure.

. LITTLE’S ORIENTAL BALM

IS THE BALM. A LITTLE DOES A LOT.

Get a bottle to-day.

N

Sold at all Chemisls and Stores.

I

S
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Three Useful Soaps for Scouts
VEGETOL

Pure as sunshine. Lathers in any kind of water.

WASHWELL

Best Household Soap. Washes clothes snow
“white and clean. Soldin twin tablets and bars.

COAL TAR:
For disinfectant purposes. Prevents and
cures skin diseases
Avoid spurious imit4tions

Kerala Soap Institute, Calicut.
ﬁ&&%&&&&@ﬁﬁ@%%&@&%@&%ﬁ
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{ Essential Books for all Scouts and Scout Associations,
' Rs.A
AN OLD WOLF’'S FAVOURITES. Animals I bave known. By Sir Rt.)bert Baden-Powell. Bt... 1 4
l THE BOY SCOUT KNOT BOOK. Kewritten and revised by J. Gibson. Fully illustrated 013 |
I BRITISII AND COLONIAL FLAGS. Also flags of all Nations ... 1 4 |
BUFFALO BILL CHIEF OF SCOUTS. The story of his life and adventure. By Wingrove
i Willson.  With a coloured frontispiece 1
i THLE BOYS O THE OTTER PATROL. By li. Le Breton Martin 1 4
{ THE BOOK OF WOODCRAFT. By Seton. With over 500 drawings e 8 2
HOW TO START A TROOP OF BOY SCOUTS. 'Ihe first handbook for Scoutmasters, By a
District Scoutmaster 0 4
HOW OUR ELDERS CAN HELP THI INDIAN B()\ SCOUTS. Tog,ether with hints on
how to form a local association. By F. G, Pearce 0 2%
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA. The Official Handbook for boys 1 4 )
HOW TO SIGNAL BY MANY METHODS. By Bomb. ]. (:1bson e 013 J
HOW TO RUN A PATROI A handbook for Scoutmasters and I’atrol Ieaders By The Rev
John Lewis e 010
HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF LII E. Twenty four talks to Boy Scouts. Wlth a foreward by
Lord Hampton ... 21
HANDBOOK FOR SCODTMASTERS A Manual of Leaderslup Boy Scouts of Amenca w 3 8
The Thpphxcal Publishing House, | The Iadian Bookshop, [
i ADYAR, lADRAi (1) Y. M. L A BUILDINGS, G. T. MADRAS,
» ‘ (2) 583, PYCROFT'S ROAD, TRIPLICANE, MADRAS,
e s = .|

: Printeéd by The Kitchener Press, Messrs, Read & Co. 21 Triplicane Hl h
. ' ' gh Road, Madras
and Published by P. S, Narayanswami, B. A, L.T.. 4/19, Adiyappa Mudali Street, Vepery P, O, Madras
for the Pravincial Council of the Boy Scouts Association, Madras,
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