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- News from Headquarters. .
The new Headquarters of the Women’s Indjan Association has
begun well its work as a ‘vomen’s centre in the city of Madras.

Mrs. Brijlal Nehru, of ihe Age of Consent Committee, was wel-
comed by the W. 1. A, ‘Shéf came to us Ireely and happily; & meeting

" for women only was arranged under the beautiful Banyan tree the

picture of which appears in our magazine this month. She spoke in
Hindustani. We had many Muslim women, they were all thrilled
by Mrs. Nehru’s views on the age of consent question and the legal
status of women. Another day a meeting was arranged for both men
and wnmen at Whl('h Mrs, Nehru bPO]\G‘ on the ¢ LCQ;Ll Status of
Women’ i

A most enjoyable evening was spent at Hcadquarters when the
Headguarters commitice arranged a subscription dinner in honor
of Mrs. hchru. There were about ﬂdler women present and of several
nationalitics and plovm(,es, English, Turkish, Muslira, Brahmin and
pon-Brahmin. The dinner was of course.in India style and every

-one enJu) ed it. It was such a pleasure to he {reec from formality.

The regular work at Headquarters will begin from- the middle
ol Januaﬂy. Classes in Hindi, English, and Music have already
been arranged. The veercational activities will also begin aljout- the
same time. - The offices of the W.ILA. and Stur Dmarma have been
there since Qctober. A centre that is vital aud nseful has tq be built
up gradually and carefully.  Co-operation and I'riendliness have to
be maintained as well as o high ideal. - _,_5




Italamot.

To make a name,

To merit fame,

Js woman's glory ;
Dospite some who

Tell me and you :

Her hair is woman’s glory.

To drive the car,

To drive the ball, ' ;
To drive the men :
To work like men,

Is wowan’s art ;

Despite some who

Tell me and you :

To cook is woman’s art.

Her chums she loves,

Her elul she loves,

Herself she loves ;

Despite some who

Tell me.and you :

Her babes alone a woman loves.

The Indianp Women’s Movement in Geneva.
By Mareaser E. Cousivs, B, Mus,

Geneva.is a city to which people from every country in the world
comg ‘to exchange ideas and to help in making a unified world-con-
sciousness and a vosultant world-peace. Tudia has a large part to play
in maintaining world-peace and a knowledge of Indian conditions
promotes a respect for the great Indian nation and eivilisation, People
renerally are very misinformed about Indian womanhood and it has
been my 1esp0nsfbih*v and my privilege to help during the past few

mmonth in removing misconceptions of my Tndian sisters and hrothers.

A short sumroary must suffice to tell the readers of Strr Duarss
of the many things concerning their interests that have been happening
m Geneva, :

At the Assembly of “L League of Nations it was thrilling to
hear Madame Heinari of Donmark announce that the A«emblv Te-
quests the Governments of all countries which still retain (he Heensed
system to abolish them. At the same session the work of Women
Policc was highly appreciated and recommended {o countries not yei
possessing  these helpful officers. It was also announced that

£
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the Body of Experts who have been making such a splendid investi-

She worships musie,

She worships pictures ;

Despite some who

Tell me and you

To worship God and hushand ouly.

She goes ontdoors,

Enjoys outdoors,

Remains outdoors ;

Despite some who

Tell me and you :

Her place is home, and work indoors.

Thus modern woman-——

I greet this woman, .
She brings the day

For all to go their chosen way.

D. R. Dinshaw,

gation into the Traffic for Tmmoral Purposes in women and children.
would also visit the Kast and it is expected it will include India in its

enquiry. In a long aud most interesting interview 1 had with Dame

Rachel Crowdy, who is in charge of that work, I was able to give her .
valuable information, and placed in her hands the names of Associa-

tions and women who would give her assistance in the enquiry.. I

also pressed the necessity of att 10]1ing’ a woraan advisory expert. of éach.
couutry to the Visiting Body. -

Mr. Mallik of the Tadian Delegation spoke on the health ques-
tions of India and congratulated the Health Commission on the in-
ereasing success of its far-sighted policy of collaboration with India
and other extra-Furopean conntries. 1 had a very interesting inferview
with the medical expert attached to the Japanese Delegation to the
" Leagne. He is very keen on Jdpnn China and India inlevesting the
Hm]ﬂl Commission of the League in the spocial diseases from which
the Eastern children suffer, and is pressing for money to be specially
allocated for research into thc Eastern discases connected with mater-
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nity and habies, diseases and conditions entirely different from those
of Western nations. He lhas become a subseriber to Strr Dranna

and will form a link between the Child Welfare movements of Japan
and India, ’

Sir K. Venkata Reddi, Mr. Yusuf AL and Mr. Mallik all made a
very good impression on the Leamue Delegates and the crowded audi-
ences at all the meetings of the Assembly and its Commissions.

The Indian Proess representatives, of whom T was one (for our
beloved Strr Driarya) were invited to discuss Tndian quesiions with
the members of the Indian Delegation. This gave me a remarkable
opporfunity of pressing home areuments aboul the Age of Marriage,
Age of Consent, the need of Children’s Hospitals, the fundamental
necessity of inereased funds for edueation of wemen in India and
other points. Thongh Lord Lytton was sympathefie, still one wished
that the leadership of the Indinn Delegation wonld in fature he en-
trusted to an Indian. The position of a Britisher at the helid of an
Indian Delegation seemed an anomaly in the League of Natious -in
these days of advanced political thought and ability of the Tndian
nation. AU

Of course, T distributed many.copies of the Reporl of the Women’s
Indian Association and the Reporis of the All-Tudic Women’s Con-
ferences on Hdueation! Reform, 1o the Delogates of various coun:
tries with whom I had many conversations.  Those publieations are
a mine of information to all theiv readers. '

The Secretary to H. H. the Nawab of Palanpur, (one of the
Indian Delegation) was Rajkumar Fatehsinehii of Limbdi, who is the
Treasurer of the Child Marriage Society which was started by the
Rani of Mandi. Tn a long talk T had with him hoe told me how ha has
passed laws in hiz State preventing  marriage before 14, inflicting
heavy fines for violation of this law, preventing publie wailing at
deaths, preventing publie begging by creating publie funds for the
relief of distress and by securing work for able-bodied people. 1

found him a ruler with very progressive ideas and mnch itterested in
. < <

social reform of all kinds.

To me the most inspiring even! of the Assembly seasor. was the
Dinner given to all the women who had come {o the Leagne with the

Government Delegations. The funetion was organised by the combined |

international wemen’s organisafions working in (eneva. Over 150
women were present and the speaking by Madames Forchammer,
Vacaresco, Aas, Colin, Corbatt Ashby, Apponyi, and others was of the ‘
most uplifting ovder. Tt is very wrong that none of these splendid |
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women is a Government delegate of the first rank. No Governmen

has as-yet nominated a woman to represent it :m.alﬁrg‘;-grafgei gl ?{tutli
delegate! The Governments of the world cogmder 1<§ lnoS}:x“friéq’ o
send women as Esxperts, or Auxiliary Delegates, »101' : cl.,:{;-.( -113:1’ngx§~q
Members of the Clommissions, but not as equals of th‘e 50 mi. 1(1;
of the Assembly! The women who are cgz}gggiod with 1rnie Weﬂ];.l;
of Nations are less sophisticated anq pe,?mmm.hc th:m fhe n‘mlf. N (39 ?,f
have a direct faith, a vision, z\_behgf in ul‘mmx:tes;, Al .ozzpur'l_«{.llfq..riiv
achieving the seemingly irxl}:)(yssxlj}e ﬂf?‘t one G_ne,qf_nont Emluﬁ: 1; miilq(:;
in men, and it expressed itself at ifs highest in that pu?‘.:xm ;”}}‘Q] ;]
of the world’s women leaders. Tt was a grent ';:nln:ea:,m e }.0 ilwsj 11 B
mati Nullamnthn, M.A. sister of Dr, 1\'{,1_11,}111]:;} r:?l]l}T}l, ‘f‘ r}.unva 1?2;
Madras, present at that funetion :m.d at the nmetm;.gs rm’ .;fiii?\l;apn;;s_
a fortnight. The favorable impression she 1{13(1019}1(.)\\ G(Sl 14“\ a‘dti‘fny
sary it is that some Indian women Sh.()lﬂ.d a_lwuys be in Jf?ﬂ;‘d :a[ \t;lc"\h
in the permanent Bureaus or for the periodical sessions ol the Assern-
bly or Commissions. _
T felt it a ;3'1‘{*3151. honor that I wag invited to be a 'n'en::br:z; ?Qﬂ
Denubation to the President of the
v the Women’s Lengue of
nen’s lodian As

Teagne of Nations, Tt wa EERHE

Poace and Treedom with which the.

is affiliated, and its obicef s FeIRNS

holding of u Clonfovence an s
AN

isal

wintion
for 4}2‘9

pesgary afler the

ud fo thai Den

' R
canse she is ol o self-governing

: ' i rmital  and
Tresident’s answer was non-commiftal ang
unsutisfactory the p?i:'nsi-:m was historie.

i . e v o . e Ll T ey Ty . N
representative, iy Aminal Couneil meeting held in Lyons i’ France..
: e ‘ . i3 g - fxr g -1 TSR S o ;’:14. 14
Theve I met represgglatives of over pwenty eountrics and i grvng

e ) ) n aiiend as a conanliative
o T was invited by this same League to atfend, as a cogpsultative

areetines from the Wamen's Indinn Asgsceiation [ asked, them to.
. gre os from the

. . e i1h wee of Tnelin s froede wag guite
give their support to the eause of Indin’s freedom. I was qu

. E 1 T [ T B -
. 7R TR (A Y o iy Perciniaig
touched by the enygrrness with widel they moved i ]AUH:’.VXJ...\C.,I.L 20l ]
PR PR shwomnn seconded be a Freochwomar
tiou, propoved by an Hnglishwomoan, segonded by a Freuchwou

i
wnd supporied by women of many countries

s That  this League  welcomes  the support  of [mlizi}; T\'\:f,‘.xme':,fa’
for Peace movemeuts as expressed by the Resolutions of W omen’s
Day in Madras and by the Delhi Women’s League, and it ’;';;up—
pm.ﬂ 3 the démand of women in India for Seli-Governmuent.”

T have spoken on a number of Qccasi:zms. for this Leazgujz‘r, urlszﬁ
for the Internatiomal Woman’s Sufirage Allionee, and the Geneva
| v 6
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Branch of the University Women’s Fedoration. . The interest in
Tndian womanhood and India generally is very pronounced and people
are very sympathetic with all its problems. It seems incredible to
the Swiss women that the Indian women are so far ahead of them
civieally and politically. Iy Bwitzerland women have neither the
munieipal nor Parliamentary suflrage, nor ave they ineluded in any
Conueile. It considers itself an advanced democratic conntry, bui
I firul it male-oeratic ouly and quite ount-of-date in ifs {reatment of
wonien,  Some of the younger generation of women are getting
restive and it has been my happy fate to fan their Aame of desire for
eitizenship by wews of their Indian sislers.

Margavet E. Cousing

The woman’s power is for rule, not battle ; and her intellect is
not for invenlion or creation, but for sweet ordering, arrangement and
decision.

Ruskin.
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What is House-heeping 7
By Anx JACKSON.

Once upon a time there was a woman.  She lived in a big .Bityi
much like Caleutta.  She had a very clever }’lll&ib:}]ld. ‘ He"\vent awf'_}fr
all day to attend to his work. He was a Munieipal Cc»my‘;ﬂlo‘r: I e
was full of new ideas. He had a new idea every day. His brain w as:
like a fountain with ideas, and he could mzd;e most eloquent speeches
about them.

While the hushand was away his wife ’attended to her househpld.
She ordered the food that was necessary for the househqld, and saw
that it was properly cooked. She set the sweeper to his work and
saw that he did it properly, so_that I}er h‘onse was clean and spotless.
She took trouble to see that her children were well an{l happy.and
well-mannered.  She saw to it that there was plenty of elean v ate;
and that the clothes were washed. She saw th.at; the cow and her cal
were fed. She was a kind woman, and no animals in her compound

were neglected. '
One evening when her husband came home she said :
“Oh husband, I desire to go out and see this town of ours over

:

y ; X
“which you take so much trouble and spend so much time.

fer hus aid : ¢ It is it: . ladies in your posi-

Her hub‘jband said : ¢ It is n(.)t‘ stu‘n’l}ble that lac ¥ I
tion should "walk about in the streets .

She said « ¢ Why not!”?

He said : * Your saxi would get véry dirty and men might stare

o - alle 77 f

at you -and the neighbors would talk.

$¢All the sume, Oh husband, T desire_ to go,”_ she s:_uq, 80 her hus-
band took her. He walked in front angd she walked behind him, and,
as be had said, her sari and sandals got dusty and dirty and wmen
HE e T e U . - o Anoae « cn el .
grarted at her curiously.  When they returned to their bonse she said
R At = N o

¢ Oh husband, your hrains arc being wasted on t‘hm‘ nou;«se-keepxugw
work for our city. Your brain is for philosophy, science, research.
L A P . PR e N e . o
Pure reason cammot be y;oked‘t«? L.i.l ud:;_t_.x_sl. Dlmigiz.r;}“_ uvm only“l.)a
accomplished where the five of feeling is fed hy affection and Jove.
£eh! ‘
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It is T who should he doing this city house-keeping. ‘.‘:’hv J saw in
the road children and men and animals who has not had thelr proper
shiare of food! T saw emply troughs where the animals could wet no
water, taps which had vven dry, pdt-s of rubbish in ihe-stueents, men,
young and old, witheut mavners, nulwh starting, and spitting on the
path where we wmust wall, How is this? ia mm e ladies wen. L a'w
g I feel sure these things woeunld be improve

Her huashand said : It ds true, miy Jewel of Lnd(w«‘mmlwa. HL‘
what do you suggest ?

whe satd @ ¢ Trst T will visit oll m y Eriends in this road and T will
tell them how good is fhe sun which has been grven to all mankind, and
the fresh atr, how exercise lends v tgor to the hady awd Freshness to {he
mind, lww the heart is stirred to right action by svmpathy with the

unforiunate, and hm‘. capacity grows with conrage.  Then I will
fpl? them how agreeable it would be if this owr road were fo become a

At place for ladies 1o walk, (hat trees conld be planted for shade and
a‘mu na rubbish or spitling would be endured wilhont profest. A,

mm that, if you de
hem how bouse-keey

e fench

sire 1t, 1 will go to ihis Municipaiioy »
- zhould bhe done, ™

b

Next day that man vesigned from {Le 7 'unici;‘"

His friends said : “ What is this!  Where are vou wolug

-
BLynN, -

He said : ** T am goiug back to it at my molther’s feet : af the feot
of Mother India.

Au{ »]rlt}mﬂ"’!. .

We absolutely eannot get on without the refinirg influence of

sieads

women : the music of the feminine vojee, and the poetry of feminine
manners.

Joseph Prﬁ gue.

‘iadra'z Qm stitaent Cenference of Women on Eduacation.

’anmmﬂuL Appress BY ZAMINDARNEE 0F KUMARAMANGALAM.

Fry

This gathering asse smbled Lere to-day brings heme fo me in a
rery siriking wav the great pregress women have made in our Pro-
since. I am reminded uf the state of things during my siundent days.
Mhere is so much difference between ihose days and to-day. The
irogress  made  has  been  slow;, bur very sarg; though, re-
ently it has been very rapid and we have every guaraniee that
t will continue even more rapidly. It is a matter of real gratifica-
ion that wanv Indian women are now so well educated and advanced
hal they con organise work for the good of their sisfers and thus
orward the advaveement of our eausd. yThe suscessful meeti 3
f Confevences ke this are nndonbtdly sure presf that our women
wve aavouesd and are vwow odueated, alle, and Cever 'r‘nd what is
nore, are nol only :m&:io:;z: a ul untum “21:1 to work fov their own
Aoy, bl are : casingly important
art in the : ) ptogr. aied 111‘hlt of our
SO \511 vt wi-’*b me that many of our men,
s oo ! not only appreeiate il, bri weleoine
, »,;-h .uuiLq - Tor the good of our motherland.
Fis asly by our men aud women W orking hand in haad, that we czm
er L‘.s}re for svocess and for the atfainment of our ultimste obje
nd that is, the building up of a happy and heaithy nation. There
s much work to be done, and it is very hard work requiring all our
iest ciforts. We are all alive {o this serigus fact.  But I feel it my
luty to say that we do not want stray travellers to come and pry into
tthy novoks and obscure corners and then under the guise of giving
dvict point the finger of scorn al us. Evils oxist in every country
ud let these unhelpful and merely meddlesome erilies atlend to
heir own allfairs. We will work and work hard to cleanse our
onntry of its evils and we are determined to succesd.  We
veleome, of course, the help of genuine philanthropists who are
wcluated only by the noblest sentiments towards humanity.,  But let
nquisitive and malicious foreigners keep awav from us. They do
ts more harm than even the evils they speak of.

In this enuncetion, I would like to s gayv a few words about sovial

ervice, s this reminds me of the neces sily for our organising a

. : 69
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scheme to earry ou more cffectively our social work. Those of us,
and 1 know they are many, who have had the pnvﬂowt, of receiving
eduncation and en]mhtumont and are blessed with the means to

enable them to devole time and money for this work, should be more .

active and should not be satisfied until cach one of us is doing some
service for the good of humanity. T eannot expvess this 1wtfn1 “than
by quoting a sentence from one of Mrs, Gaskell’s books : “ What is
the use of a man being good, if he goes.to bed without doing the
slightest thing to help another.’” That is how we should all feel.
* The education that our 011']@ receive should be such that it should
make them imbibe these principles of charity and serviee and also pre-
pare them to put these ideals inte practice when they go out into

the world. Edueation should give our girls a broad outlook on life, .

removing all narrow-mindedness of bigoted orthodoxy, of caste and
class prejudices, and of belief in superstitious {radition. It is only
when our men and women begin to realise the dangers of mauy of
our social customs, and the 11('€t‘bhlt) tfor abolishing them, thal our
country will really advance and attain true fr eulom "Those weak
men who now preach higlbsmm([um: nationalism, but whenasked why
they do not live up to their theories, cowardly put the blame on their

‘¥

women, and point to them as the stumbling block, will have vo excuse °

and no argument left if our women themselves urge the reform of our
social customs. The Resolutions that will be discussed at this Con-
ference deal with some of the most important and urgeni of the re-
forms at present necessary, and I shall fiot therefore sp«ml\.on. them .
now., But I feel 1 must meution cone subject which I consider most
important and that is, the removal of caste prejudices.  Unfortnuately,
I do not find it included among the Resolutions, even though the f)rob-
lem of wuntouchability is the burning question of the day. * The
sooner we realise that we are all equals, children of the same Father,
citizens of the same motherland, the sooner shall we attain that objeet
which is very near to our kearts, and that is, the erealion of a wited.
nation with undivided aims. It is most mhunmu to treal human'
heings like ourselves as ‘‘wntonchables’!.  To believe that the very
touch, nay even the shadow of one.fellow ercature pollutes another,
just because one is born in a caste which superstition has termed high
caste and another in what-is termed low caste, is certainly eruel,
terribly cruel. It is no fault of an individual that he is born iu any
particular easte. Let us, we women who have Lad the.light of

education to see the fdllacy of these old inhuman beh(,fs, bold] work .

to do away altogether with this caste evil.
I mentioned that most of the urgent nced of our women will
be considered in the form of Resolutions ‘and will be discussed in

~ »
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detail to-day. But I would like to say a few words here on two

subjects in which I am greatly interested.

("ompulqory elementary education for all children’ and for
our girls in particular is a subjeet which interests me very much.
Whenever T have occasion to travel, T take note of the progress of
elementary cdueation in our villages, and I am glad to say that even
in the most lonely and out-o.t-the—way villages, peuph, are beginning
to appreciate education; and girls and boys have begun to go to
school There is nevertheless plenty of scope for progress ‘and it
as clear that if eduneation is to reach our masses, compulsion should
be introduced. This is no doubt an e‘tpens'" » and theretore a diffi-
cult problem, and like all such problems can be solved by the State,
qnly with the generous aid of the public.  In the West, most of the
educationnl institutions are private benefactions. In India, we are
just beginning to nnderstand the need for sneh secular henefactions
and Jet us hope that our fortunate vich will thiuk of the unfortunate
poor, aud help them by fonnding sehwvols aud srholavships. Some
of our p¥ople ‘are inclined to spend large sums of mouney on unneces-
sary ceremonials and gaieties on various oveasious of happy events
in their families.. What a world of good they would be doing if on
these oceasions they endowed or founded phila nthropm institutions
for the benefit of the poor. 1 am sure that this plan will atrain
great success if our women take it up and encourage it in every
possible way. + Compulsory education, it has been sald, is expeunsive,
because if it is to be really compulsory, it must also be free. Yet, it
need not be 8o very expensive it only all pareuts would realise that it
is their duty to bear the cosi of the cducation of their children.to
the-extent they can, however little that may be.  They should never
grudge to coniribute to the education of their children o the extent
‘\‘wz‘r their means permait. It is only the very poor who should rely
on free education. T noticed in England that the mosl expensive
item.in the family budget is ‘‘children’s education’ aud that (he
parents attach the gteatest importance to this expenditore. But
here we are inelined to grudge such expenditnre. Even those who ea
easily afford to spend more than three times lhe reguired sim gmmblu
to pay® few rupees a month as school fees fovr a child.  Ouly the
other day, I way surprised to hear some pareuts grumble that they
had to pay Rs. 5 a month as school fees for a chiid when those parents
had a moathly income of aboul as many thousands. Yel, at
the same fime, these very parents do not like the children of the
poor to attend the same schools to which they send their children. We
must, think out this problem of compulzory education and help Local
Bodies and Government to carry it out as carly as possible. ) /

r11



STRI-DHARMA

- 3 3 . a
Elementary education should be made more interesting and attrac-
tive. Instruetion in the three R’s alone will not suffice. General know-
ledge, kindergarten, musie, drawing, painting, gamos and physical
~culture shounld also be taught ; and sewing as well, to girls. Women,
I need hardly say, are really best fitted for teaching in Flementary
Schools. especially in infant classes. Women possess the natural gift.

. 4 . F . . . - . . " -
of understanding and ®anaging little children. T am @lad that a Re
olution on this subjéct is to he discussed to-day. R SN

As regards Secondary and University Education, these again
should not be purely literary, especially for women. The objection
on the part of some of the older generation to our girls receiving higher
education is partly due to their disapproval of the existipg tyvpe of
higher education. There is certainly an nrgent necessity to alter the
curricula at least for women. It should be so framed as to eonip them
to fulfil the duties they will be called upon to perform after thev finish
their school and college career and these duties will for the majority
of them be those of housewife and mother.

The other important point is about religious instruetion. I am
much intevested in this question and very keen about it. Unfortu-
nately in India, we have till now been giving no kind of religions instrue-
tion in schools on the plea that we have children of various sects in the
same school. As a result, therais a grave danger of our young men
and women growing up without that moral and religious hackgromnd,
which is so very essential for the healthy formation of character.
Though it is not a pleasant thing for me {o say, I think it must be
admitted that this danger eohfronts the Hindus more than itidoes the ’
other communities. Muhammadans and Christians recgive religiofs
instruction out of school or generally attend schools ruy by their
co-religionists ; but what does a Hindu child get? ITe'gg;'()})a,Iﬁg:{,'
attends certain ceremonies and is made to worship at the ,ztemplé,‘g
but he does not understand ihe significance of these things, and
hardly ever does he pay any genuine attention %o temple rites.
These ceremonies are performoed mainly for the sake of form or for
the observance of caste rules, while genuine; customs like family.
prayers are gradually heing given up. When I was a child, 'pzﬁéeg*»‘
used to talk to children of holy and religious matters and have family
worship every morning and cvening. Children were made to learn ¢
and recite devotional songs. But that custom, T am sorry to say, is
dying out. Parents to-day -hardly ever devote any attenlion to
these matters. This, I think, is a matter more for the mother than -
the father. She, it is, who is in closer touch with her young ones
-and she has more time to give to them. It is, therrfore, she, Wh()%

*
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should sce that her children have spiritual as wel} as pl}}*&:iCé}l nourish-
: I shall not, T think, be straying from_ thlg subject, if I allud.e
also to the rapid neglect of some of our good old customns and tradi-
tions. There is, [ am afraid, spreading among us a kind of care-
legsness, to use a mild term, with regard to the vespeet and reverence
dneto onr elders.  We should zealously preserve our old and well-
Imown traditions of modesty and courtesy and of respect to our elders,

: \ o « - 4} «) ¥y o “~
These are ossential aspects of owr Indiarn culture and shouid always be

ment.

cultivated.



Age of Consent.
A public meeting was arranged in Madras by the Women’s Indian
Azsociation and the League of Youth for Mrs. Brijlal Nehru of the
Age of Consent Committee. Dr. Annie Besant presided.  The hall

was packed. New India reported the gist of the speeches as follows :
Dr. Brsaxr,

1
i

The object of the meeting was really what cle nught put mto a
phrase, ‘‘ the uplifting of women,’” the getting rid of various obstacles
that were in the way, and giving them their own place in India,
where the women in public as well as in private were in the past the
comrades and help-mates of the men. Personally, the speaker
looked on women in general as what they might eall the collective in-

carnation of Shakti, the Great Power. And where the women of a
country took up any cause for the good of the people, that cause was
destined to triumph. Women in India had come forward very
rapidly of late, and with the help of the Indian men, they were taking
a very great part in public life.  But they eould not get Englishmen to
gee it from that point of view. They were so convineed that Indian
men kent women in a state of subjection, that they could not believe
that the man would not be angry with Tingland, if they gave freedom

to women. They left the men to deal with this matter, and the

latter placed women on the same level wifl: themselves, which had
been ouly lately done with regard to the younger women in Kngland.

There were some subjects which needed the special help ot women
—the raising of the age of consent, for instance. Those who had
watched the papers, wonld see that this was a point on which the
Indian women were practically unanimous.  Great meetings that
had heen held in diffevent ypovis of the country slmwul how near their
hearts was this guestion of marriageable age as well as the age of
conscut,  Henee, they had to look forward {o very rapid progress.
In ovder that they might be fully helpful to the conntry, e:.lnr_snhon
of the girly was oue of the vital questions,

Proceeding, Dr. Besant said that women had no communal ani-
mus, though, at the same time, they were not irreligious. They had
the real spirit of 1“e,hgmn-—-love, brotherhood and friendliness.
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,at present,

AGE O CONSENT

Mgrs., Brisran NeHrU.

Mrs., Brijlal Nehru said that, amongst namerous olther cusioms
prevalent in Tndia, early marriage was one, which perhaps was the
worst of all.  Without going inte details, she wonld deal mostly with
the wav in which efforts had been made to eradieate it.  Looked at
from the intellectnal, physieal and moral poinis of view, in no circum-
stance conld child-marriage be ]1M ificd.  Buat {he difienliy was that,
in spite of the evils thal they kuew resulted from child-marringe, it
was taking a deep roof in India, and without doubt it existed in India

Before she joined the Age of Consent Committee, she had a linger-
ing hope in her mind that, perhaps this evil was not so plcvalent in ;
India as it was made out to be. She was glad to say that hope was nof.-
absolutely frustrated, but still, during their fravels and investiga-
tions, they found thatl it existed in T ndia sufficiently 101' them to try

their best to eradicate it in all possgible Ways. -

At present, taking the conditions of the whole of Indla, she knew )
that infant mortality was greaterrthan anywhere else in the world ;
maternal rortality was very great indeed, and the deaths of women
from the ages of 10 to 30 was double that of boys of the same age. [
She aleo knew the fact that the- average life of an Indian was 25 |
years, which was half as much as that of other countries. They could '
not attribute all this deterioration to one single fact, but she could not
help repeating that early marriage was one of thc most potent and
powertul contributing# x ractors.

The spe aker vext traced how the mavital age Was gradually 'a;;j;
ed from 10 in the days of Macaulay to 12 recently. In the year 1924,
Sir II. S. Gour brought an amendment to the Age of Cousent Act
in the Assembly so as to raise it to.15 inside marital relations and 16
outside. At that time, the whole Assembly was in favor of it and
even the Government favored it. It was very nearly passed, -but |
then, the Government thought it beiter to consult the people of India,
and they issued a whip and the amendrment was killed at {hat time. /

As a result of agitation, in 1925, Government brought an amend- -
ment to the Bill, by which they mxse(l the age of consent to 13 and 14.
That amendment was passed, and in 1927 bir H. 8. Gour had again
brought forward an amendment raising the age of consent within

marital relations to 15 and 16 outsicie. Government promised a Com-
mittee of enguiry, and this (mmrmtwe was duly constituied. There
were two sections of the'law, as it stood at preseut, one governing the
relations of hnsband and wife, and the other 1(>{atmﬂ‘ to extra- umutdl
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casges, In the intra-marital relations, the punishment below 19 years
of age, was 10 yvears’ rigorous imprisonment and penal servituds for
life ; ior extra-marital cases, the pmnshment was the same, hut the
age limit was 14. As a result of- their enquiry so far, they found that
tlus law had not been known to the public sufficiently, It had remained
an absolute dead-letter in the Statute-Book. Whether this was due
to the wrong provnlons of law or whether it was due to want of
sufficient public opinion, she eould not tell.

The evidence that ther hiand got so far, was in favor of reform
(applause).  But theve had heen nppositisn too, and ihe toaghest of
it was from their own infelleetual ity (Madras). The reform was
opposed, so far as she was able to find out, on five grounds. The first
wag a religions gronnd. People, especially Brahmanas, said that it
was their religion o marry theirv daughtem carly, 8o far they ‘had
not been able to give definite proofs to show that what they said was

really right. This had been a controversial topic for a very long time.

The second was a moral ground. People said 1hat, if girls were
tt remain withont marriage for a long time after puberty, there was
the danger of their beeoming immoral.  The opposite party said
thatl they could not bear {0 hear them, They said that the surround-
1ngs and the traditions in which Indian women wero hrought up were
sneh as to make it impossible for them to go astray.

i

The third objection was based on customs. They said tha, from
time immemorial, this had been their custom, and that any Dbreach
would be disastrous to their intevesis, The reply to this was that
cuslom was always changing. Besides, iff people believed that carly
marriage was wrong, they should not adopt carly marriages tfor fear
of their neighhors, especially when this means saffering to the girls
during iheir whole life-time. ' ‘

The fourth reason was, that there should be no legislation with
regard to their domestic affaivs. The answer to this was that there
were cases where Government had interfered in tha! respeet.  When

the observanee of the practice meant delmmz"\ium of the whole Nation,
and huge maternal and child mortality, there could be no G+ wmnmcnt

which was not respousible for the life and wultam ol its own people.
Again, it was said that a foreign Government had no right to
interfere in socio-religions questions. The reply was thal this was
not the only time when social reform was introdneed by the Govern-
ment. Laws like the abolition of Safi had already been passed.
Concluding, the speaker said that these evils eonld not be removed,
unless men and women defermined to do so, and honestly worked in
that direetion -
taf Wreetion, '\

o »
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Dr. Besant’s Coxoruning Srrrom.

Dr. Besant, in bringing the meeting to a elose, said that there
was one class of work which was not mentioned here, bui yet was a
very important one, and that was the agency of the schools. When,
in Benares, which was a very much more orthodox city than Madras,
they tried to work for this question, after fonnding the Central Hindu
School and College, they found that the best way of working was to
deal with the boys when they came into their hands. First, they took
up the question for boys in the middle school, and took an undertaking
from the parenis that they would not have their boys married before
they left that school. As the school became rapidly popular, they
found ‘hat this method was a very good one. Then, public opinlon
began o sanction the late marriage. They then introduced this in the

- higher achool, aud found that the parents were very amenable fo this,

becnuse they urged on them the injuries to the boys if they woere to
remain in the classes and have their nerves exhbausted by too early
marriage. By theze argnments, they ,‘:rmlva]lv rmc}zefi iiie point
when no boy conld be marvied v*h%?p he remal '

,sm 1 x,L«J i--n; of ihe coihﬁﬁ"l were

the bOVb w ho were marrmd to pay-more 1epx thdn b()vs who were un-
married. The need for education heing desperate’ in the eountry, the
parents were willing to put off the question of marriage. In that way,
they eliminated married boys in the lower College.

They had to pay attention to the health and the amusement of
their younger people, if they wanted that sex should not grow and
develop irrationally. This quvstwn must be taken up in the schools,
and the difliculty was, that in Government and Missionary &chool“
they couldn’t make them do this. They mast appeal lo public opi-
nion, publie sentiment and feeling,  1f they conld make parents realise
that very early marriage made very much more dangerous the possi-
bility of the girl being lelt a \uduw, and if they conld se arguraents
of health and strength, and by eonstant steady pressure of that kind,
they, could malie the boys themselves to resist early murringe. When
orthodox people begin to talk to them, they could turn roundand say :
““ What about Brahmacharya?’’ This was a powerful argument. The
girl was pot {if to be a mother until she bad reached a cortain age of
physieal development, which made motherhond healthy and gafe both
for the parent and the child.  With regard to the boys, every one knew
that ovwer-development of the sex instincts in the boys ied to prema-
ture age, aud undermined all the sources of health. It was the general
atmosphere that they need to change, the idea thoi the human heing

(i
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was not the slave of sex, thal Le had many oflier powers of develon-
ment as well as the power of sex, oflier interests, other (».rn{;iic»w'i;: to
appeal to, andd it the bovs and girls were (rained in that natuial x*‘md
hf:z—.tlf'.hy,wa}’. tf they were fed on food (hat was not stimulating :uﬂ
e}tcifﬁ:ng, if other subiects wope given the right place in their S;i;yd‘v
and in their emotions, they, it was just az easy Tor India, ag i‘l-vv,:a;;
for the peopls in colder elimale, to live a }:)er‘t.'mﬁtlv e’nnmt; i{fe»un’t;}
the time eame for timély and rational 111:«]':r'i{t;:’f:.h Barly marriage
was one of {ue reasons for premature age of meu ind women in this
country. ’ ﬂ

sles! How worluy are thev of respoc] |

. I i .
And how sacred are {hev in the sight of all good men when women
assert them in the proper way. '

How nobla ave they  prined

L

Honssean.

Ry
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Women and Communism.

By W.J.Browyw., .

The position which women occupy in, Russia is so radically dif-
ferent from their position in Western Europe that it deserves a sepa-
rate chapter to iself. T was brought up against this difference within

ten minntes of crossing the Russian border. At the border T was

met by a delégation consisting of the chairman, secretary and cul-
tural officer of the Minsk department of the Soviet Employees’
Union, who had beard of my visit and came to the border to make me
welconmie.  The eiltural officer was a woman Turatuta.  She was
very keen about the position of women generally, and very proud and
earnest about the position of women in Russia.  She pointed with
pride to the fact that when a woman becosnes pregnant in Russia,
she s given three months’ leave with full pay to earry Ler over the
pevied befove, during and after confinement. . She asked what
happened i meh eireoisstasces in ihe Lnglish Civit Service. |
replied that iv England & woman had to leave the Civii Serviec on
marriage. Sho looked ineredulous and I had to repeat this.

I tried to explain that in Kngland the bias of the Trade Union
movement is against the employment of married women, on the ground
that it tends to aggravate the unemployment problem, but she scouted
this argument. ‘“ It is not the emplovment of women which maRkes
yvour uncmployment of women a problem ; it is Capitalism. In a

properly organised Slate, the more people who work, men or women,

the better it is all round.  Your nnions should fight Capitalism—
not the employment of married women.”” She thought for a time,
and then said : *“{ wonder if the emplovment question is the sole
reason for the attitude of yourv unions.  How far is it the old sense’
of property in women—the idea that woman’s place is to minister
to the comfort of men—that is responsible?”” T had to admit that
this element d figure in the average man’s outlook, and she retort-
ed : ““ We wor id not put up with that here. Here we have no differences
between men and womern.  Men and women work alike at all kinds
of occupations, and as cquals. Your conditions ard: indecent.”

T counld vot help being at ouce stung and amused by this reply.
Here was I, fresh from a country where Communism is represenied
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as synonymous with the loosest sexual relations——the nat Immlmatmn
of women and so on!l—heing upbraided by a Dussinn woman Com-
mumst, who was quite obviously very mwuch in carnest about the
matter, on the comparative moral indeceney of our social arrange-
ments in regard 1o women and marriage. ¢ What iz vour union do-
ing about it," she went on de«*usmg]y I changed the conversation
to safer g round' :
Sey-Renarions.

I reproduce the conversation with this good and earnest woman,

because it strikes the keynote 1o the problem of sex-relations in
Russia, © Over and over again T met with ibis same ailitude of
astonishment and indignation amougst Russian women at the status
of women in England. 'T have a friend who, when Le wan{s o ex-
press unbounded contemni for something or ROMEONE, SAYS : 1 look
down on hime from a grest height!” The phrase is a good one, and
Cover and over again. T wos made to feel that in matiers of cex-relifions
Cthe Hussians lock down on Western altitnde and Weslern social
arrangement in regard to women ‘ from a groal height 7

Tt there be no mistake abeut this.  In the same wav that 3 is
froe 1151 Rasaia hae abolished elanses—in the ofd sense i !

Hat {here is petthor arvoony

and ¢ t ol

some nor seevidity on the part of others 3 so is it true thar Tussia has |

also abalished any sensc of inferi ority among women. There is a com-
plete eqnahtv between ren and women, and this equality expresses
itsell in a free comradmlup which T found it delightful to witness.
When I say thal there is a complete equality, T do not mean a formal
political e¢quality—equal voting 1'1<'ht~' equal rights 1 lawv and so
on.  Dolitical equality is perfectly compatible with a pfolound in-
equality in ordinary rvelationships. Nor do I mean tle kind of
“ equality >’ which is meant by many Fnglishwomen wheh they talk
on the subjeet, which means that thev want all the mivaumwo»« of
equa lity plus 'ﬂi the advantages of chivalry (which mlpfu s inequalify).

Rear Corxravrs,
¢ Thus, I saw men and women working side by side as navvies on
4be Hne ; as agricoliveal workers on the land ; ;asz manaal workers

e

in the factories ; as waiters in botels and restaurants : as elerks

and accountunis in offices.  And in the volrmteer corps, \u“ will s0%

women warching side by side with the men.  There is nolhing
forced or artificial in the relationshiv. It is froe smd natvral and
spontunecus, And it iz carvied Info all the relationskips of life.
Fiven the minor mm‘mcw«, suelt as would be l'rrn]y offered by men
and women, even in ¢ emancipated *’ cireles in Mugland--giving one’s

30
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4w COMMUNISM

seat to & woman, carrying her parce ]'—-uelpmg her with her coat, and
g0 on—would be and are regarded as slightly. offensive patronage in
Ruseia, especially among the voun"er generation whp have not to
live down the complexes of the past
A man and woman, cofnplete trang'ors to cach other, will Q@pmz«
separate bunks in the same sleeping car.
Probably this elemenfal simplicity plus the facility 3¢ iC
diveree is obtainable, have something to do with the kind, ;1f£;%t 5qne
stories about the ‘¢ mationalisation of women,”’ ete, w}m *h ‘"".E*fne :
dubious purpoeses of the Tory party at clection times. 5

\ ESTRAINED Coxpuor.

Again, the pubhc behavior ot men with women and 4 !
much more restrained than in England. Only onece during thrige ﬁl' i
in Russia did T see a man kiss a woman in the street on nm—{’m;, ?”?‘?’
Nor will you see in picture palaces or public parks the ““ sp poning
which goes on in such places in England. - In the Russian films—
which, for acting, thoucrh nat for l)ho’mwrap]mc tdchnigque, beat any
American or English film T have scen—yvou wiil see no *‘ close-ups *7 of
long and lingering kisses and embraces. While Chaplii, Fairbauks
and others are freely shown, the American and English ¢‘ sex-drama
is politely but firmly barred.

In short, the Bussians combine an elemental frankness and sim-
phmtv in rﬂgard to sex, with a much greafer reserve and deeorum
in the pnblic relations between the sexes. Une Russian friend, with
whom 1 discussed this malter, put it thus : ** In France zex is an
obscene jest ; in England, ofien enough a tragedy, here ift TRussia it
is a simple fact.” =~ A

Mo RBIAGL*—-A_ P.“v.x'm CloxoreN, ,

I have mentioned in passing the questiou of divorce. In Rnssia,
marriage is regarded as the private concern—except as regards the -
children—of the two mdiwduals concerned, and of no one else. If
you like you can marry in a Church, or yoa can marry at a registry
office.  The woman keeps lher own name, takes her hushand’s or
adopts ‘a combindtion of both, just as she chooses. Tho marriage
thus made lasts just as long as the parties wish it to last.  Divorce
ig obtainable by ecither party on simple notification to the appropriate
office, and payment of a nominal fee of one rouble.

Thig freedom of divoree is of course only possible in a country
where equalily exists between men and women, and where the fact of
marriage is no barrier to employment. In other words, it is only
possible where there is a rcul economic equality between the sexes
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as well as a political cquauy= - 1n Kingland many marriages are
maintained for no other reason than that the woman would be stranded
if divorce took place, Marriage normallv involves the.dropping of
the woman’s career, a progressive loss of efficiency as time goes on,
and the practical impossibility in many professions of resnming the
career after divorce. In Russia marriage is 1t regarded as an
occupation. After marriage, both parties continue to work. Tiven
the arrival of children does not necessarily involve dropping of work
on the woman’s pari unless she so wishes.

Again, countless marriages are kept alive, in iingland, long aifer
love has died ¢ for the children’s sake >’. Kvery one knows such mar-
riages. In Russia even this problem is rendered less acute by reason
of the economie eqlf.:ﬂ.)'%v7 of women with men, bul the Government
has contributed further to its solution by its own characteristic rongh-
and-ready methods. Where there are children of the marriage, the
husband, after divorce, is bound to contribute one-third of his earn-
ings towards their maintenance. This rule, which aprears to work
well as a general thing, has produced two abuses with which the
Soviet is dealing.  The first relates to the kiud of man who remarries
frequently until the ¢ one-third *” rule no longer produces enovgh to
support the children of the last marriage. The second relates fo
the type of woman who deliberately marries and has a child for ne
other purpose than to sceure subsequently, by divores, ene-third of
her husband’s income and her freedom as well. . Lieither phenomenon
is unknown in England. The perfectly heartless rake fignres in our
newspapers pretty frequently and every J. P. who has haadled affilia-
tion order cases is familiar with a parallel type to {he kind of woman
referred to lhere.  Both problems spring rather from bumau nature
than from the particular marriage system in Russia, but the Govern-
ment is seeking for remedies for both.

Divorce RELATIVELY SMALL.

It must not be assumed from the facility wiih which divorce is
obiainable in Russia, that marriage is lightly entered upon and as
lightly dissolved. In the beginning, when the qld marriage sysiem
was abolished, a considerablie amount of regrouping took place. The
¢t grrears ” as it were, worked off, stabilisation took plaes, and the
pumber of divorces every year is now relatively small

1t must not be overlooked, too, that the effect of the knowledge
that either party to a marriage may dissolye‘it z}t any time results
in a genuine equality within marriage, and infidelity is less eommonn,
I should say, than in England.
‘ (The Leader.)

- V-
. The Spirit of the Dance.
By Axxas Pavrova. |

Madame Anuna Paviova, the world-renowned Russian dancer, who
is arriving in -Bombay shortly, .interviewed by a special representa-
tive of The Chronicle observed :

The whole question of the art of dancing in India is inténsely
interesting to mec.  One feels that everyihing here is conducive to
a high expression of this art : the beauty of nature, the natural in-
born grace of the Hindus, their stature and the strong feminine
qualities of the race, the magnificent costumes, these, one and all
lend themselves go admirably as frame-work and foundation to thé
art of dancing. ' '

One looks, therefore, to seeing it highly developed as a National
characteristic in such a country. For the true development of the
art of dancing it is so important that its roots should go decp in the
soil pf the very soul of a Nation, as is exemplified for instance in the
case of the Spaniards. .

To my great disgppointment, I did not meet with what I had
hoped to find in India. Everywhere, when 1 asked where I could

+ see the dances of the country, I received vague replies. I was told

that there were & few temples where the old dances were still practised
and a few towns were mentioned to me kvhere, on the occasion of
some festivaly, dances were organised, but notwithstanding my great
desire to see true Hindu dances interpreted by a company, or even
by a few really good men or women dancers, I met with little success.

A Nation which. has in its veins aud in its very soul a love .of
rhythm and of the spirit of the dance, should cultivate it.  Itg exist;
ence and development does much for the children of that race : it
endows them with grace, it ennobles their movements and gestu;es
giving to the youth a keen sense of the ‘joie de vivre’ and at the samc:
time, it fosters a sirong National sentiment. I

Now, to develop and encourage the art of dancing, so that the
people may be imbued with its beauty, schools are necessary, and to
help in forming such schools is, I think, a great work and a noble one,

which should be undertaken by the rich who love the country and this
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National art, - 4 Natlonal dunces would be preserved
and culiivated { the people. Otherwise, from sheer
negleet, they arc . disappearing and becos ming mercly a

m{‘muzy of the past.

CIRISTMAS DECORATION

“I mean to be jolly

Today !’ eried the Holly,

“And I,”’ said the Mistletoe tao ; '
Quot‘a{ the Fir ““i prefer

‘Peace to bustle and stir,”’

“And T fecl just like you,” said the Yew!

L. M. Owler.
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