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Democratisation of Village Administration
BY :

RAO Banapur A, VEDACHALA TYAR,
dlctired Hegistrar of Cosoperative Societies.

During the pre-British dayg, the village administration was
carried on by the village Panchayat in cach villige with a head.
man, hereditary or elected, hat the Panchayal members were all
elected by olb males who had atluined majority and who were
residents in the village. The headman was the executive of the
Panchayat and was employed by Government to collect Govern-
m nt dues. The Panchayat supervised irrigation, maintenance
of irrigation work, settled boundary disputes, civil disputes, and
eriminal cases, paid attention {o sanitaf ion, education, medical
aid, controlled the maintenance of religious institutions and
formed a democratic representative link in village administration
between the rural residents and the Stato,

(2) The advent of the Britis
character of village administration and it arranged for the
various activitieg being supervised by paid staff from the State.
Hence the formation of ihe Land Revenue Department, which
worked up all branches of administration, criminal law, setile-
ment of land disputes. recording transfers of land and of rights
to land, irrigation, transpori, sanitation and health., In fact the
collector of a District became the Governor of that Distriet in
regard (o all activities of the State for the village administration.

h Government changed the

(3) The Revenue Department suffered
efficiency owing to the heavy duties and res
it as they had to be discharged by paid
which had no adequate knowledge of the
each locality nor a higher conception of the
upon to perform.

Gradually devolution of the various functions of the Revenue
Department took place by the congstitution of specialised branches
which were given the necessary power and provided with funds

in administrativa
ponsibilities cast upon
departmental agency
actual conditiony of
duties it was calleq
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Dovobiion o cureied on o Specindivation offeeted by the
con-titution of cvernd departiments 1o handle the NSRRI Zl;’li\’i‘
ties weve readly vight vaoves for brater clhcicney, hut this involved
the admintotrdfion of these aetivities by onteide ageneios, ¢o-
ordinted by the Stace bt divarcod fron qetiye participation of
the people inferected in sueh netivities, The resutt was  total
dicconneetion of such activitios with the rural population. The
administration bocanme one of dictaiion from above and by outside
agencies and not  gelf-Governmant  and by an infernal and
responsible agenceys The demoeratie adniniciration of cach
village beeanye praetiendly dead aod padd cvene b wnpe s ployed
by the Siate, not 1o 0t e Grpvaanity und i corcalfation with
them hut 1o cperlord theo and to force teir o ideas of advaneo-
mont of the rured folk, Rueal colf admimisteation, i it s to be
efficicny, wast be thnited voa il eew, oot he o by local
feaders, paid or honorary, supported by the advice of CXPOrts.
Suel experts u.msl really b quides, philosophers and friemds ta
the administration. There should ho oy organisation of self-
reliant and sellssacrificing members with o <nal cxecntive 1o aet
promptly and in the hogl interosic of {1y

. . . Chorire commumity.
Decentrahised working is 1he T

k .. , roned for realising efticient
village  aduodnicieiclion, Centralisning
spectlisation are the twin evils whiel, bringe forth rigid uniformily
without changenbls nd heddiliy diversity, e ‘”“d sonlless
functioning of the administraiiy ‘
in foreing things upan unwilling
and not even by pursuasion.

and  nneo-ordinated

¢ nvehiinery, snd  heartlessness
and helpless people by dictafion

(4) The village adminisiration by

) . acentralived arrangoment s
like a commereiad concern

] o ler the Companies Act, which works
for its own stability, growth unq profit heedloss of the injuries in-
flicte } on ihe suppliers to wueh coneerng, ,”“'} village ix the unit
in the scheme of democratie administration by the people for the
benefit of the people. Any scheme of p(){-it,icu[ uplift for the
country st he broad based on rurat administration by the people
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engaged in agriculiural and other small scale rural industries.
The village folk shonld cvolve a rural civilisation of their own
with a full understanding of eivie rights and duiies by organised
elfort in a self-reliant <pirii. 1 may be assisted by the Siale
with cxpert aid and even with finaneial aid to secure efficient
administration on np-to-date lines. Such an eflort ix made by the
Co-operative movement in a limited sphere in ru ral arcas,  But
the  co-operative  movement contemplates  only the Volumary
association of people to secure the cconamical and moral uplift

of all the members,

The co-operative force could not compel all the people in the
rural areas to come under its fold, Hence the village adminiutra-
tion must derive its powers by stalule which will regulate all
activities for the benetit of all and which every one is bound to
respect, ’

(%) There are al present two =tatutes by which attenipls ave
made to grapple with a few problems of  villayge administration,
They are the Village Panchayat Act of 1920 and the Village
Courts Act. The latter is a siall affair with limited seope and usc.
fulness and may be left oul of consideration for the preseut. The
former, on the other hand, is an enactment dealing with « number
of problems leading 1o the developmeant of certuin branchos of
village administration,  Tno the presentmethod of working the
enactment, the highest result which can be put forth falls short
of what is needed to be doncowing o want of proper village
leaders to serve as honorary workers. This institution has to secure
its resources by fresh taxation and does not gev any money from
the faxation on land contributed by the ryots,

(6) The rcconstruction of village adivinistration on stable
basis by the people so ag to beeome self-reliant sceins (o be the
only wise course to be followed at present, The administration
should embrace all matiers relating to rural development and
development of commuuity life with up-to-dafe standards of
living, Tts main function is to give opportunitics for all the
residents of the village to earn their livelihood preserving their
self respect.  They should have all reasonable amenities of life,
avoiding luxury and should have sustaining power to provide
against accidents. In this attempt by the people, the State can
he expected (o surrender a portion of the tax levied in the village
as land tax, taking particular carve that its user is on well estab.
lished business principles. The people may tax themselves
cither voluutarily or by invoking the aid of the statute in existence
( Village Panchayat Act) or bring a new statule to empower
village organisations to levy a development cess not exceeding 3
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to 6 pies of every qjupec of Land Revenue permanent (land)
assessment,

(1) Kach villugo should have a Panchayat clected by the
people and the village monegar and the accounfant wilt work
ander this organisation with a local leader.einployed for regulat-
ing agricultural industry and agricullural labour. The village nd.-
ministration will repulite the working of (a) co-oporative actls
vities (/) village Tanchayat () village court (d) Revenuoe colloc-
tion and revenue administration {¢) Civil work whoen partios
agree (o abide by the decizion of the Panchayais in the sct,t:lc-
mont of all disputes. 1t is through such village administrative
agency that the activities of the Development l)cpartmex?t should
function und their experls will tender t@gir advice on improve-
ments to be effected in agriculture, cammerce, cottago im?us-
trics, labour cvolution, education, wmedical relief, sanitation,
irrigation and transport,

(8) The village administrations in a Taluk will combix'zc and
form a body to be called Taluk Sclf Government Board V\{lth' a.r;
executive, manageable in size, composed of I'ODTOS‘Cntﬂ“V%f)
village administration by election. This Board \{Vl'“. cntofrt,a};n
expert supervisory staff to co.ordinate the aclivities o t,'o
several village administrations and will be the s?c<)n(] slvep.m
the ladder of non-official administration agencies to advise
Government on any step of advanccment, on hehalf of the ;?onple.
The existing bodics under tho Local Boards Act e not «hrec\,lg
connected with village adiinistrations, have restricted scope of
uscfulness with inadequate. resources and have therefore to be
modelled on scientific lines of working.

(9) The people will have full scope for the free play of 'civm
duties and responsibilities of the village folk only where village
administrations work in a healthy, vigorous and efficien{ inanuner,
The village administration will keep a village library and
arrange for adult education and will educato the people in regard
to their politiC{al rights.

{10) The top heaviness of the State administration can oasily

be reduced by building the village administration on a well-laid

basis and whatever has to be spent in rural reconstruction can be.

saved by reduction of cstablishment in the Revenue and other
departmeuts in clerical, supervisory and administrative branches.

(11) The rural reconstruction work is important and urgent
and itlis not wise to postpone this work till government is induced
to adopt such a policy or till suitablg legislative enactments are
forged. It is absolutely csséntial {hat people should be ecducated

o bqgin such work in spite of y1] handicaps and to struggle on -
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with such resources ag they could get by voluntary taxation.
Philanthropic men and bodies and even local bodies can start
such work in defined centres in each District to serve as object
lessons for the people so that the new spirit may spread every-
where. It will then be casy for legislators to induce Government
to foster, guide and assist such undertaking for the benefit of the
rural population. It is but reasonable to expect that all persons
with diverse shades of political thought will join and work the
movement for rural reconstruction.

Malaria—its investigation and control*
BY
DR. M. 8. KRISHNAMURTHI AYYAR, M.B.C.M., F.R.I.P.H.,
Retired Sanitary Commissioner, Travancore.

Though from the title of the book, one would be led to think
that it treats chiefly with the investigation and control of malaria,
still the work deals in a great measure with the medical aspect of
the question and as the authors say in the preface, the publication
is intended for medical men, to help them in the diagnosis and
treatment of the disease. As this journal, to which T wag
raquested by the Xditor to review the book, is a non-medical
journal, I shall confine my remarks mainly to the investigation

ad control of the discase, dealt with in the last two chapters of
the book.

Economic condition of the pewple,

1t is stated that financial considerations rule anti-malarial
works and that before any work is undertaken a regular malarial
survey is advised. 1 will go further and say that before the
administration of a country is undertaken, a populationa] census
and an economic survey of the people are absolute
order to find out the number of people and t
earning and capacity tg pay tax,
cost of administration,

ly necessary in
heir health and
ete., and on that basis to fix the
The populational census, which is only
-8 quantitative census is being taken once in ten years and ag a
nceessary complement to it, an economic census, qualitative
censug, is required to be taken periodically, Though India is
one of the poorest countries in the world, the cost of administrative
cstablishment charges is disproportionately high and some
&ppointements carry higher emoluments than their analogues in

the richest countries, say England and America, Very little -
“Malaria, its investigation and control with ;;éc‘i;i reference to Indian

vonditions by Knowles and Senior-White, Thacker Spink & Co., Caloutta 1997
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money i left for the  developiment  of
poverty which is the main cause of milliony of people falling
vietims every vear (o preventible dicenses, 1t said in the
book, that the fobrile throshold of malaria is influcnced by such
factors as  {he paticnt’s power of resistance, general seale
of health, cte., There g very little use in pouring medicines
into the mouths of starving peaple who have not krown what «
full meal is.  They require. nourishment more {han medicines,
Ammually medicines worth more than 3 erores of rupees are im-
ported into India and most of them are uscless, and according to
Dr. Wendel Holmes, wight be welt thrown into the sea, If that
money is utilised to improve the condition of the people, it would
have been well spent, European countries and America,
plague, malaria, yellow fever and other preventible diseac es
were eradicated or kopt in choeck not so much by preventive
measures adopted hut chiefly by the increased progperity  of the
people and the consequent high and healthy standard of living
and the increased vitality., Any reform contemplated or takon in
the administration of.the country must be dirccted  towards the

curtailment of the cost of establishment and the increase of the
“prosperity of the people,

the country. Tt is

In

Proper coll cction of correct staligtic:,
1t is pointed out that furthor

influence the sporogony cycle of the malarial parasites of man in
Anopheles mosquitoes shoylg not by ignored, ax in only a complete
knowledge of them lie many sceere(s of

pointed out that vital statisties are not
that the causeof death is not correctly found out and noted and that
under “fevers,” all fevers fram typhoid to malaria are entered.
That after a century of British adm inistration charucteriged by
high efficiency in Post and Telegraph Services  and in th.e
collection of Revenue which heay Comparison with those in other
countries in Burope and Amerjcu, that vital statistics and Public
Health Adm inistration are not satisfactory should be a matter for
regret, Perhaps it may he permitied in villages where
no  separate staff g employed for thig purpose and the
('iemrtment s treated ag an - appendage, by no means an
x‘mportant one, to the Revenye Colleetion Dcpnrt.ment. But there
Is absolutely no reason why in the M\,miuimlitic:; and Union

study of the factors which

malarial contral, 1y s also

.

satisfactory in India and

Divict \ poration, where for almost every
Vision of the City there dispensary under , qualified
of his services being wholly devoted

\.
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to the treatment of the sick, which. %s n.ot however, tlhe pt('il(;
mary and obligatory duty of any municipality, t'hfey may be malél °
available for ascertaining by enquiry whenever .1L is necessary, th

causes of deaths occuring in the Division, which hav? no't been
already certified by medical men attending on them during 111nef:,:.
The need for any mecasure must be established by correct sta.tl.s,.
tics and they are also required to gauge the effec'ts of the ope.ratfon
of the measures adopted. Any measure taken,without esta‘bh:s'hmg
the need for it and without making arrangem_ents for penod.xcally
finding out the effcet of it, and undertaken -slmply because {t .was
in operation in other countrics where the f:llmate ar.ld conditions
of the peoplg are different, will end in failure and involve lc')ss'of
money. The authors quote in the book, with mu_ch appreciation
from the notes of Lt. Col. Actor, as regards Indian students that
“in the East, where everything machanical is done in the
opposite way to the West.,” Perhaps the observation is correct
not only with respect to the Indian students, but also as regards
the Kuropean teachers who teach them and the authorities that
appoint such professors.  One instance of such an action was the
Plague Preventive measures taken before the role of rat fleas in
the transmission of the disease wgs understood, by the opening
of Frontier Inspection stations-and detention camps with costly
apparatus for disinfection of clothing, at a great cost, and impor-
tation of Kuropean Doctors for conducting the operations, which
rerulted, not in checking the spread of the discase but in riots
and the institution of Punitive Police. Another instance is the
inuuguration of the Child Welfare schemes, without ascertaining
the causc of the high rate of infant mortality.  The increase in
the rate of mortality of infants and of mothers from child birth

observed.since then, is not looked upon, as due to the ineffective-

ness of the measure, but welcomed as
registration of vital gtatistics,

The measures adopted for contyol of malaria.

The measures so far undertaken for the
are deep drainage and, oiling and these we
planting areas and Railway Lines,
In other places they were
in the places they had been

showing improvement in

control of Malarig
re adopted only in
with some degree of success,
not adopted on any large scale ang

adopted they have not been found
successful.  The people living in towns and villages are more

free than those near Railway lines and plantations in their
habits and modes of life,and are not amenable to the gort of
control necessary for the successful operation of the meagures,
The measures taken in towns and villages should, therefore,
be devised to suit the habits and conditions of the people, Lastly
before big and costly Irrigation, Agricultural, Railway and qthey

-
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schemes are undertuken, a Public Health Survey should  be
taken to find out how the schemes, if brought into operation,
would affect the public health of the areas brought under the
operation, besides finding out the amount of  revenue, the

scheme would bring to Government. It is said that the health of

the Punjab Canal Colonies was affectod by the irrigation and in
the Provinee of Madras, the Kurnool-Cuddapah irrigation schene
and Railway cmbankmonts Fnnore have made the places
‘malarial.  In Travancore, the Kodayar irvigation scheme has
made some villages malarial and some of the villages themselyes
have been deseried. In matters like these, the doctrine of
Herbert Spencor that in beating down the bulging on one side of
a plate, care should be taken that it is not producued on the other
side should be borne in mind.

Tree Planting

RY

W. SAMAIY A,
Retired Haxur Sharistadar.
Trees and kine formed the wealth of the country in ancient
times. Kalpa Vriksha and Kama Dhenu were their sy mbaols-—
the former representing the plant life and thée latter the cow
kind, both fulfilling the wants of men, beasts and birds and
having an immediate bearing on agriculture,

the food producing
agency in the world.

If we go back to the Vedic period we shall bave an idea of
how our revered ancestors, endowed as they ware with Nature's
potential wealth had Jed a simple and natural life devéid of the
artificialities of the modern age. They ate roots and fruite,
drank from the purce crystal springs, woroe the barks of fibres of
trecs and dwelt in Purnasalas made of leaves and branches. They
owned large herds of cows, which roamed freely in extensive
pastures and produced plenty of milk ang butter. All these
wants were provided by the Divinae Mother Nature in the ample
forests of those days. In the Vedas we come acrogs guveral
hymns of gratitude sung by our vedic ancestors in praise of
the presiding deities of the forost who showered nature's gifts
onthem. They lived in the OP®n mir, preserved their health
and strength and lived to a great age. They had no need what-
ever to go out of the forests or wark for money to mieeat their
daily wants, and nature's direct supplies were so abundant
that guests and travellers (Athithis ang abhyagatas) ever found
& warm and hearty welcome in the ancient Aryan home,

[}
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Being thus placed face to face with ‘nature their tl}ought's
and avocations were directed to the study and investi-
gation of nature, and with that object in view they work'ed
assiduously, practised Yoga and tapas, pierced throu'gh the in-
numerable veils of natur:, penetrated into her innermost
labarynths, in order fo know firsthand the inner ?ruths and
latent powers and eventually to catch a glimpse .of
that which is beyond and realise that Fternal Bliss
of Para Brahmam. Nor did they stop with the individual
renlisations. They poured forth their knowladge to their devoted
disciples in succession, and the great teachings thus handed
down from generation to generation are represented by the
Vedas, Vedangas and Vedanta, of which only a very .small
fragment is available at the present day. Such was the life led
by our ancestors, dignified simple, noble and divine.

The ravages of time, however, changed everything. Forests
were obliterated to make room for cities, towns, work
houses, factories, tannerics, mills, railways, ocanals and
the destreution of the forests meant the destruction of the direct
gifts of nature. The ever increasing population could no longer
rely on the ever diminishing supplies available to man from
the existing forests, and people were perforce obliged to produce
food by the practice of agriculture.

Rain and cattle, which are the chief requisites of agric.ul-
ture, depend upon the development of forests, Whatever view
the people may t#ke on the forest policy of Government th_ere
can he no doubt that even the scanty rainfall we arenow gt':ttmg
is due to the Reserved Forests to a considerable extent, Side by
side with these reserved forests if we have privat.e topes and
plantations so that the country may be stud_ded wnth.trees all
over, nature will bring down copions and timely rains apart
from providing sufficient pasture for cattle,

Government are anxious that ryots should pla.-nt trees .und
maintain private forests so that they may have a fairly sufficient
supply of timber, agricultural implement‘.s,‘ fuel and manure
leaves, without depending for these supplies upon Reserved

Forests.” They have also given facilities for the growth of trees

on poramboke lands on certain conditions laid down in Board’s
Standing Order No. 19-B. It is a pity that the ryots have ta.kcfn
so little advantage of this concession. Some of them complain
that the rules are stringent and exacting. From the Govern.
ment point of view the conditions laid dowr} are z:..bsolute]y
necessary to safeguard public interestsf. Agr.lcult'unsts' have
generally tight work, and they prefer-doing things in their own
way—they cannot put up with time limits or outside control—and
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the rule is ohnoxious to thom ; mareover in the matter of treo
planting they have very little enthiasinsm.  1f thoy are really in
earnest they have ample seope for planting irecs on their own
holdings and farmyards hifore going in for porrambokes, Thero
are sevoral occupied landy which are simply kept waste and
which may be convertud into good topes.  Trees may be planted
on the fringes of patta lunds to serve ag hedges removing the
prickly pear which now covers the cultivable portions and back-
yards and fronts of houses muy be grown with sraceful trezs.

Inall thesc cases the ryots have complete frecdom to piant any
number of trees,

TIn the larger intercsts of the villaize, intolligent and influ-
ential ryots may take up plantations in poramboke lands under
the provisions of Board’s Standing Order No. 1913, more
espocially on the bunds of foreshores of tanks and on the banks
of irrigation chanucls and ratural streams which feed irrigation
works. In this way, tho whole village may he fillod with trees
within a psiiod of five or six years, The droppings of leaves
and dried pods would angm.nt the supply of leaf manure and
fuel. Various kinds of birds would propagate and find their
food and shelter in trees and their excretal droppings mingled
with the dry leaves would lend rich manurial essence to the
rain water which naturally finds its way into irrigation sources,
The fields irrigated by such water require very little of costly
artifieial manuring. One more advantage in troe planting is the
growth of pasture for cattle under tree shade.

It is hoped that ryots wili take pride in planting trees and
that each and every family in the village will take a vow to
plant every year on the Day of Vijiya Dasami a couple of trees
at least, 8o that in course of ten years tho villages may put on
a graceful appearanco and the people may enjoy the fruits of
their labour.

———— . ————

Agri-Horticultural Notes
LY
VISWAMITRA )
The kitchen gardenis the pride of evory home; and no

home is complete without one.

. To fact a garden isan indis-
pensable adjunct of the houge,

. It Yvill not be unprofitable' to have gome idea on the interest.
ing topic of the relation hetween the house and the kitchen
garden and the foad value of the vegetables which should be
grown on the garden, Leaving aside the soientific and technioal
aspects of the several forms of vitamin, it is useful to know

. €)¢
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that several vegetables contain mwany important minerals and
salts that are indispensable to keep the body in a healthy condi*
tion,—not to speak of its uscfulness as an itein of food itself. Ia
the villages eveun in the casc of very poor people, vegetable of
some kind or otber forms a necessary article of diet., Thus if
has to be inferrcd. that the intrinsic merit of vegetables has
been realised (rom time immemorial,

This easily cxplains why the ryots paid such great attention
to vegetable culture and it may be said that the Indian ryot
does not lag hehind other nations in the success attained in this
form of industry. If his attainments in this linc are 1ot suffici-
ently advertised, we are ourselves to blame, In the Western
countrics, the soveral organisations in existence are very keen
about widely advertisivg even the smallest activity of the
poasants.

In Americe, a home has always a garden attached to it
with suitable place for cowe, poultry and pigs. While these
serve as items of food, it should net be forgotten that the manure
obtained from poultry, pigs, ele., possuss highly fertilising value
and the more the manure is available, the greater will be
the quality, quantity and size of the vegetables produced. -

The kitchen garden is invariably small. 1t need not be
supposed that a big plot isnecessary to have a continuous and
copious supply of vegetables, In fact the smallness of the
garden itself is a distinct advantage as it can be taken ocare
of and maintained efficiently. All the operations could be
carried out in the proper season without much expenditure and
it is also easy to contrcl any insect pests or any diseases that
the plants may be susceptible to.

e e e ®

Totes and Comments

New Year Honours.—Among tha new year honours we are
gratified to note that Mr. C. K. Viraswami Ayya, Forest
Panchayat Officer, Madras, has been given a ‘Rao Saheb.'
This is a recognition of the valuable work done by him
in the organisation of Forest Panchayats and his successful
administration of the special staff of which he was the executive
head. We congratulate Mr. K. Viraswami Ayya on his well-
deserved distinction. Among the other officers whose work has
been recognised by Government by the bestowal of the new year
honours, we notice the names Oof Messrs, D. Ananda Rao
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Madras ard T, 8, Venkatraman,
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Sugar Caue Bxpert, Coimbatore, who have done signal work in
the Madras Agricaltural Departmcent. They have been given
the distinction of *“Rao Bahadur”. Dr. N. Kuunjan Pillai, Director
of Agriculture and Fisheries, Travancoro, whose work in that
State is so wellknown cortainly desorves a better distinction than
the “Rao Saheb” bestowed upon him,

The Al-Dwdic Fehibition -<Tha  AllIndia Agricultural,
Industrial, Khaddar and Arts ixhibition held in connection with
the Indian National Congress in December was quite an attrac-
tive and interesting show. From a cursory view of the exhibits,
we can confidently say that they ware fajrly representative of the
state of agrioultural anl industrial development in this country.
As we propose to give a detailel deseription of the Exhibition
with a view to see how far it has been a success not simply
from the spectacular peint of view but also from the point of view
of how far it has been tho moans of providing real knowledgo

and instruction to those who sought it,we shall not enter into
further details here.

Panchayals—We understand that the subject of village
panchayats has been transforred to the control of the Minister
for Development-  We think this is a step in the right direction.
If the control of Co-operative Socictics should be regarded as
the proper fuuction of the Development Minister, we shoul!
think that village panchayats, and for that matter, other pan-
chayats functioning in villagos, e-g., Forest panchayats, lrrigation
panchayats, ete, should also be under his control, as he can then
pursue a uniform policy in the matter of Rural reconstruction
with which the Ministry of Development is concerned.

Zamsndars and  Tenants.—The  Zamindars of the Madras
Presideney met in Conference for the first time last month
under the Chairmanship of ;the Maharajah of Darbhauga, the
premier nobleman of India. A number of important resolutions

affecting the status of the Zamindars were adopted at the Con-
ference, '

The Zamindari ryots also met in Conference some tine
previously, and formed an Association for the purpose of placing
before the Government and the public the problems affecting
them. The Hon'ble Mr, V. Ramdas Pantulu, who presided over
the Conference in explaining the objects said that there
was need for organising the zamindari-ryots. The proposed
asgociation would not in any way put itself in opposition to
the zamindars. One of the aims of the association would be to
bring about good feeling between them. The zamindari ryots did
not enjoy the facilities of takkavi loans or agricultural and land

improvement loans. The provisions of the law and the Estates
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Land Act regarding the rights of the zamindari ryots in village
commons, like pastures, village sites, efc., were very unsatis-
factory and required to be ameanded. 'I'he economic uplift of
the zamindari ryot and organizing him to secure his legitimate
rights was the chief aim of the Association Mr. Bisvanath
Das Mahasayo, M. 1. O, referred to the village community’s
right to the service of the articans, to the inadequacy of pasture
lands and the absence of rights in villagesites, He also observ-
ed that the method of recovering rent by distraint was wide and
needed check. The zamindari ryots did not enjoy the right of
remission even in famine years. So it was necessary to
organise such ryots and focus public opinion on their
condition and thus bring about their cconomic improvement.
Mr. B. Muniswami Naidu, M. L. (C, observed that very
high rents prevailed in some zamindari areas. He said that
while the zamindars enjoyed all the privileges of the State
in regard to produce, remission of rents and their enhancement,
they had no corresponding obligation imposed upon them
to utilise their resources for the benefit of the poor ryots.
When irrigation sources failed and land could not he cultivated
the zamindars should be made to recover from their ryots only
dry rate till the irrigation sources were repaired. The
zamindars should not have any right to increase the rents with-
out making any improvements to the lands at their own cost.

Woare not concernod hgre with the merits of the general pro-
posals made on behalf of the zamindari tenants but we trust
that they will bo considered by the zamindars and the Govern-
ment in the spirit in which they have been made. 1t is obvious
that the zamindari ryots are not satisfied with their present lot
and the zamindars will ba doing themselves a service by satisfy-
ing the tenants, for on their wellbeing and contentment the
prosperity of the zamindars depends.

The recent Nellore Disaster.—Madras which depends almost
entirely on Nellore for its supply of the better class table rice
did only the proper thing when it expressed its sympathy
with the sufferers, who were hard hit by the recent cyclone
which wrought great damage and havec not only in the
town of Nellore but also in the country surrounding it.
If it is remembered that as many as 959 terraced buildlngs in
the town of Nellore it€elf had been damaged, 50 of them having
completely fallen down, that 5000 tiled buildings had either
been damaged or completely fallen, not to speak of several
thatched buildings and huts which had been destroyed, one can
easily realise the extent of the loss the town of Nellore had sus.
tained. The total loss caused by the damage to buildings aud by
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1oss of cattle and vy to articles and corn is estiimated at over
15 lacy which i+ in addition to the fous canved to the public build-
ngs. In the villres there was considerable Toss of cattlo and wost
of the stock of rice and paddy had been complotely destroyed
including fodder.  We extoml our heartiest synipathy to the
sufferers in Nellore., We are ¢lad to note that the Ramakrishna
Mission and the Servants of India Society lost no timo in
arriving ab the scene of disaster to render help to the poor 1)009‘0
by way of distribating oloths and provisions on a large scale.

Ruval Medical Relief, o Madras Provineial Conference of

the Independent Medical practitiomere which was hold in Madras
during Christmas weck brought to prominent notice the inade-
quacy of medical reliof in this Presidency for the rural areas
and tho wrgent necd for vectifying this defect. Dr. M. S.
Krishuamurthi  Ayyar, formorly Sanitary  Commissioner
Travancore, in his welcoms address to the conforence pointed
out that in Ruropen countries, in Amorica and Japan thore were
on a average 6 practitionors in rural arcas as compared with 12
in the Urban areas to afford medical relief for over ten thousand
of the population. Assuming that for every ten thousand of the
population in this presidency, 5 practitioners for the rural aroas
and 10 for the Urban areas would be required, thore should be
twenty four thousand practitioncrs. At present, there are,
including stipendiary medical officers, not more than 2500.
Formerly rural areas were served by the indigenuous practi-
titioners, Ayurvedic, Unani amd Sidda, but tiroy bave now nearly
disappeared. Dr. Krishnamurthi Ayyar rightly asked, ‘‘so long
as the people in the rural areas contributed to Government taxes
from which the State paid their medical services, have not
villagers the vight to demand the employment of medical men
following the indigonuous systeis to be employedt” Nearly 60
lacs of rupees are now spent on the Government Medical
Departinent. Of thesxe, 35 lacs are absorbed as salaries to
officers.  We should think that at least a sixth of. the total
inedical charges of the government should be car-marked for
the extension of medical relief in rural areas whether the
practitioners belong to the Allapathic system or indiginous
systems, Woe believe that the Minister in charge of tlie Medioal
Department is considering this question and wo cxpeot to see
substantial advance in this respect during bis regime,

Agricultural propagar da in Madras——a new scheme—The Agri.
cultural Department in this Presidency is about to introduce a
new system of carrying knowledgo of improved methods of
agriculture, cattle-breeding etc., to the ryots in the villages
‘At present improved knowledge on these matters {g disseminate(i
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mainly by means of pamphlets, and lectures and by exhibitions
held in towns for the most part. But if agricultare in this
Province is to speedily improve it is essential that the ryots
who live mostly in village parts which are not served by
Railways should be given instruction in improved methods of
growing crops and generally in the advances made in the
science of agriculture. Exhibitions held in cities and towns do
not very much benefit the actual ryot who rarely leaves his
village. In Australia, there are special agricultural demonstration
trains which regularly visit rucal districts and give demonstra-
tions in improved methods of farming. Mr. R. D. Anstead,
Director of Agriculture inMadras who obtained information about
this way of spreading knowledge of improved agriculture and is
anxious to introduce it in this Provine», consulted the Hon, Mr,
A. Ranganatha Mudaliar, Minister for Development and H.K,
the Governor. Both His Excellency and the Hon. the Minister
were struck .with the great possibilitizs of the scheme and
urged Mr. R. D. Anstead, to pusli on with it, It also came to
the knowledge of the Madras Agricultural Department that
iu the Bombay Presidency, of late, therc were agricultu-
ral demonstration carriages attached to some of the
G. 1. P. Trains and that in these carriages, demonstrations
and exhibitions were given at way-side stations. Mr, Anstead
while he was all for perambulating agricultural exhibitions
decided that in the conditions obtaining in the Madras
Presidency it would ba botter to go in for motor-vans
rather than for railway carriages, for sending out agricultural
exhibitions to the villages- His decision has met with the
approval of tho Government and we¢ understand that very
soon the Legislutive Council is to be asked for an urgent grant
of Re. 20,000. The money will be spent on the purchase of
two lorry chasis, one to be built as = van and the other as a
caravan., In the van will be exhibited improved agricultura)
implements, varieties of paddy, cotton, sugar-cane and ragi®
evolved by the Agricultural Department at its breeding stations,
exhibits of manure, natural and artificial, and various means of
feeding cattle better. There will ba also a section in the van
where there will be charts etc., showing how to deal with erop
diseases caused by fungi and insects. A magic lantern sereen
will also find a place in the van. As far the caravan, which will
always accompany the van on its tours, this will be fitted up so
as to accomodate two agricultural lecturers. There will be a
magic lantern on the caravan which will also carry on its roof a’
samall tent, so as to enmable the lscturers to go into remote
villages even and bo independent of choultry, or dak bungalow
accommodation. The plans are ready for both the van and the
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caravanand Messea, Addisonand Co. aroto bo entruzted with tho
work of construction. When the vohicles are not in use by the
Agricultural Dapartment they will bo available to other Depart-
ments as well ongaged in propagzanda work, and notably the
Health Department. 1 is expoctod that in the cotirse of a fow
yeals, the Agricultaril Departnint would have popularised its
new system of domonstrations and exhibitions to euch an extont

that the necl would arise foe more nnite of vans and caravans.
(Madras Mal ),

Storage and salc of agitcidtural prodies by co.nperalive melhods . —
Mr, R. N, Trivedi writing in the I'omhay Co-nperative quarterly
says that tho Kalol Branch of the Bombay Provincial Co-opera-
tive Bank Ltd., has becen making interesting experiments in
regard to the sale of groundnuts grown by the members affiliated
toit. The Branch maintain, godowns and the groundnuts
grown by the members are stored in the godowns under the
following among other conditions -

(1) The member depositing his produce iv catitled to
obtain money on the security of liis produce to the extent of 70
per cent of the existing market value.

(2) He has to pay interest on the advance money at tho
rate of 9 per cent per annum, ,

(3) He has to disposec of his produce within six months

and repay the advance to the Bank.
dgricultural Tlolidings s Japan awd  Bengal —~Writing in the
Caleutta Review Mr. S, A Tatif saysi-—In the matter of the size
of the holding, Japan and Bengal aro almost similarly circum-
stanced. But the Japanese cultivator is far more prosporous
than his Bengali compeer and this is due to lis superior
methods of agriculturc and better organisation. 1n Japan, there
are driverse forms of co-operative organisations and brother-
hoods. There are societios for the improvement of seeds and
@manures, for killing insccts and destroying weeds, for breeding
cattle and the like, The evil of fragmentation is dealt with in
that country by the adoption of the methods of communalism
whicl} prevailed in the days of yore in India. The Japanese law
permits a certain majority of farmers in a village to apply for
forcible allotment and “ restripping of the land, each man
receiving a consolidated block in one or two pla.(;es. In the
?unjab, Co-operative consolidation by consent has been effected
l!.l a number of villages. There should be some sort of legisla-
tion to. enforce the consolidation of holdings wherea m ‘j; it
(;f cultivators in any area for adequate reasons apply ?Oznity
o any case, co-operation is the i i :
did His Royal Majesty on the ooc:ls?:)r; ::‘L?;S'CZ:GMU} a“_d trul‘y
-Uoronation in India
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ohserve “ If the system of ce-operation can be introduced and -
utilised to the full, 1 foresce a great and glorious {u‘ure for the
agricultural interests of this country.”

The Graduate and the Ryot.—Sir Daniel Hamilton observes
truly in the Bongal Co-operative Journal that the graduate and
the ryot are alike in this respect—both are poor. All material
wealth is created by the labour of man’s brain and hands and as
India’s brain power is of the best and if her hand power is to be
organised, the ‘*staggering " poverty of India * should soon be a
thing of the past. He suggests therefora that the Governmens
arrange at once for a great forward movement in the develop-
ment of the co-operative banking system by harnessing on to it
the brain power of the graduate for the organising of the haud
power of the ryot. * The combination of both will give the
world a new form of combination, a co-operative common
wealth, which will preserve the freedomm of the individual, a
common wealth in which nisn and not money will be the master
and a constitution stronger than any party systemn can make it
and greater than Mussoloni’s co-operative common wealth for
under it labour and capital will become one and India, a united
nation.” '

Gain over the women,~—Many an educated man is sympathetic
to the call “back to the village” but he is often powerless, to do
anything because-he is opposed by the women. 1t is unnecessary
to discuss the reason why, but the fact is there. The socalled
amenities of town life and the tendencies of modern day condi-
tions have operated to create in the minds of our women a
dislike to village and rural conditions. If our women folk have
to be weaned from the false glamour of ocity life and to take
kindly to rural life and counditions, we have to look to our more
enlightened sisters and daughters to take the lead. We were
veory pleased to read Lady J.C. Boses’s worthy endeavour in
this respeot. During her recent visit to the Women's Indian
Association, Madras, Lady Bosc told us of the Association which
she had started in Bengal for the training of women from the
villages of Bengal to go back to their villages and become cen-

“tres of light and learning in their native places. They have now

37 such schools in villages and the Widow's Home which she
had started seven years ago in Calcutta was training the
teachers for these schools. \ \

Professor Jevons on agricultural smprovement,—Prof essor
Jevons of the Rangoon University gave important evidence
before the Royal Conunission on Agrioulture, He expressed
gurprise at the paucity of vernacular literature on agriculture in
India and Burma and suggested the formation of an Iraperia)

3

v
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made to cover a much greater area’ with economic effect. This
is made possible by the use of Sulphate of Ammonia and other
artificial nitrogenous manures as a substitute, not for the whole
of the usual application of catile manure, put for a third or per-
haps a half of it. Mr. Anstead, the Director of Agriculture,
Madras, Lias been repeatedly warning the agrioulturists that
the use exclusively of artificial manuses has deteriorated the
quality of the grains produced and ultimately did inocaloulable
harm to the soil in the fislds. Farther it will be found that the
food value of the crops raised would be diminished considerably

[mported foodstuff —India is importing considerable quanti-
ties of sweets, dried milk, children’s foods, butter ete. An
analysis of samples of these foodstuffs made in England has
rovealed the following facts. The use in -<chocolate rock of
commercial burnt sienna containing an excessive quantity of
arsenic was reported. The article, it is added, was withdrawn

from consumption.

La other chocolate samples, foreign fats, cornflour or other
starch traces of lead and oxide of iron were found.

One sample of dried milk oconsisted of soya bean, cane
sugar, milk sugar, and a vegetable oil}

Eighty-two of the butter samples, consisted wholly_or partly
of foreign fats, Too much care cannot be taken in using imported
tinned food stuffs,

The film~—~W o bave been repeatedly advocating the use of .
the Cinema for EJducational Propaganda work, particularly in
bringing to the notice of the people the work that is done by
Agricultural Department in evolving improved species of paddy,
in fighting pests, the use of improved machinery and labour-
saviag appliances. Mr. Ware, Veterinary Adviser to the Govern-
ment of Madras in giving bofore evidence the Cinemotagraph
Committee said that the use of films was the best means of
bringing to the notice of the public the activities of his depart.
ment. At the present moment they did not do much propa-
ganda work. A lot of ignorance prevailed amopg the
agricultural population in regard to the diseases of oattle and
to remove that their best chance was education. Publio
money should bo spent in that direstion. Tae activities of his
department and the Agciocultural Dapartment were not
sufficiently known to the public.

Tea and coffee drinking and blood pressure.—~The use of tea
and coffee as beverages, not 1o bs recommended at any age, is
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especially harmful in the case of the aged, according, to the
journal of the Lowa State Medical Society, With advancing age

comes increased nervous irritability and the hody becomes more
sensitive to such stimulants.

Caffeine stimulates the action of the heart and thus tends to
raise the blood pressure. While it also dilates the blood vessels,
as well as stimulates the heart, its dilating action upon the
hardened vessels of the aged is loss effective than in the case ",‘
younger persons and the increased pressure due to the hoarts
action will not be compensated for by relaxed arteries. The
blood pressure will accordingly increase. '*Old people should
avoid tea and coffee not only because they are undesirable irrit.
auts of .the nervous system but also because they have a power-
ful effect on the blood pressure.” (Good Health),

Our Exchanges

We beg to acknowledge with many thunks tho receipt of the following
journals aud periodicals in exchapgoe for oursi—

The Agriculturist, The Agricultural journal of India, The Advertiser,
The Buddist, Benares Hiudu Univergity Magazine, Balavinodhini, Buddist
India, Bala Bharatha, Children's news, Chintamani, The Cordamora 1’lantor,
Commercial Bducation, The Educational Roview, Federuted India, The Hormo-
nist The Health, Home and Homoeopathy, The Tudian Thiaker, The Indiaa
Review, The Indiantducation, Journal of International reroarch of the Beience
aud Praotice of Agriculiure, I'he Indian Humanitarian, TheVeterinary journal,
Journal of the Central Bureau for Animal tHusbandry in India, Junglewalali,
Journal of the Madras Agricultura) Students’ Union, Journal of the
(ieographical Association, The Journal of Oriental Rosearch, Kannadasaba-

kari, Leisure hour, Mysore Patriot, The Mysore Kconomic Journal, The
Madras Bulletin of Co-operation, The Madras Forast C
Mysore Blue Book, and Publicicy Journal,

Magazine, Prabuddha Bharata, Peuce,
Yociety, Students’ Own Magazine, The Student, Sahakari (canarese), Bubha-
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30 YEARY’ REPUTATION

@ Tel. Adda~- Post Box
PANDIT, Madras. No. 287 Madras.

VAIDYA RATNA PANDIT D. GOPALACHARLU’S

JEEVAMRUTHAM

(REGISTERED).

Best Nervine Tonic and Govereign Remedy for nervous
debility. An unfailing tonic in cases of nervous exhaustion,
Most useful for students, Brain Workers, and for all in
general, Ttis unequalled in restoring Vitality to the System
and in removing physical degeneration resulting from any

cause whatever.
Bottle Rs, 3—4.

Amrithamalaka Chailam

(Best Brain Cooling,
Bathing Oil and Bair -Conic)-

Gives healthy tonic to the skin, remaoves all skin
diseases, suppresses all inflammation and also removes
dandruff in addition to cooling the brain eyés and the whole [
system in general, Most useful for students and Brain
Workers and for allin general. It is also good remedy (by
external application) for all cases ‘of Insanity.

Bottie Re. 1.

Also Various Genuine Ayurvedic Remedies including
the well-renowned Plague and Cholera Cures
(omplete Catalogue Free on application

" Ayurvedasramam

(REGISTERED)
7 The premier Ayurvedic House founded
By the World Known Ayurvedic Servant

VAIDYA RATNA PANDIT D. GOPALACHARLU,
151, GOVINDAPP A NAICK STREET, G. T MADRAS.
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AMRUTANJAN
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AMRUTANJAN " § i AMRUTANIJAN

CURES

ALL AGHES
AND

PAINS.
Price 10 Annas a Pot
SOLD EVERYWHERE
Amrutanjan Depot,
MADRAS & BOMBAY.

SO0 I0es =004
%, Forest Panchayat Banking Union, and
Indis Printing Works, Madran,
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