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CHAPTER XXIII
EUROPEAN SUPPORT

As the number of Europeans of position,
who actively sided with the Indians in their
struggle, was fairly large, it will not perhaps
be out of place to introduce them here to the
reader all at once, so that when their names
occur later on in this narrative, they will not
be strange to him, and I shall not have to stop
in the midst of the narrative in order to
introduce them. The order in which the
names have been arranged is not the order of
the merit of service rendered, nor that of the
public estimation in which the bearers of the
names were held. [ mention the friends in
order of the time when I got acquainted with
them and in connection with the various
branches of the struggle where they helped the
Indians.

The first name is that of Mr. Albert West,
whose association with the community dated
from before the struggle and whose association
with me commenced earlier still. When I

opened my office in Johanuesburg my wife

was not with me. The reader will remember
that in 1903 I received a cable from South
Africa and suddenly left India, expecting to
return home within a year. Mr. West used to
frequent the vegetarian restaurant in Johannes-
burg whereI regularly had my meals both.
morning and evening, and we thus became
acquainted with each other. “He was then
conducting a printing press in partnership with
another European. In 1904 a virulent plague*
broke out among the Indiansin Johannesburg,
I was fully engaged in nursing the patients,
and my visits to the restaurant became
Even whenl went, I went- there
before the other guests in order to avoid the

irregular.

possible danger of their coming in contact '
Mr. West became anxious when
he did not find me there for two days together
as he had read in the papers that I was attend-.
ing to the plague patients. The third day, at 6
o'clock in the morning I was scarcely ready
to go out when Mr. West knocked at my door,

with me.

‘When I opened it, Isaw \ir W'est with hm

beaming face. LN o

! Lam so glad ta seeypu, h& exclaxmed ¢ I .
had been worrymg!“’about you not ﬁndmg you '

b*




3.

_plagoe doly, and there iano ofe ® 00" %
}tﬂheladmn _Opinion press. If ygu go to Durban

~

at the restaurant. Do tell me if 1 cart’ Slo

anything foryou. = .- ligsiig g
‘Will you mnursg 9}"3”

the anisingand Besides, I propose to put you

.

no one to look ai;'ter

" e still hagrﬁegwork. * Madanjit_is here, on

and take chargg of the press, it will be really a

' tempting terms. Ten pounds a month and
half tt;é'p’rvdﬁtsvﬁif any—is all that I can_ afford.

¢That is “rather a tough job.- I must have

my partner’s permission, and then there are

some dues to be collected. But never mind.
Will you wait till evening for my final dnswer ?'
£ Yes, we meet in the park at 6 o'clock .

So-we met. ‘Mr. West had obtained his
parfn\er's permission. He entrusted me with
the recovery of his dues, and left for Durban
by the evening train the next day. In a month
I had his report thatnot only was the press

not proﬁﬁble at all but it was actually a losing

concers. There were large arrears to be
collected but the books were badly kept. Even
the list of the names and addresses of sub-
scribers was incomplete. There was mis-
management in other respects too. Mr. West
did not write all this as a matter of complaing;
‘As he did ‘not care for proﬁt,\ he assured me
that he would not give up whathe had under-
taken, but gave me clearly. to unfierstand that
the paper would not he paying its way fora

e to Johannesburg to
b, paper as well as to
Management of
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great help. © I cannot of course pﬁef you any. .

) 2N NS C

e i

the press, Every month Thad io‘méet# small
or large deficit, and I was therefore desirous of

having & more ‘definite idea of my passible
liabilitles, Madanjit had-no ewpefience ot
- printihg préss business and 1 bud Been thinking

since'_t'hg, 'beginhing, that it \iy'oﬁld ‘be well to

of - associate a  trained- hand with him. The
plague broke out in the meantime, and as

Madanjit was just the masi for such a crisis, T

“put’ him upon nursing. And] closed with

West's unexpected offer and told him that he
was to go not tempordrily while the epidemic
lasted, but for good. Hence his report on the
prospects of the paper just referred to.

The reader knows how at last both the paper

" and the press were removed to Phoenix, where

West drew a monthly allowance of £ 3 instead
of £10 as previously. arranged. West was

himself fully agreeable to all these changes:’ I

never observed in him the least anxiety as to

. how he would be able to maintain himself. I

"récognised in him a deeply religions spirit,
although he was not a student of religion. He
was a man of perfectly independent tempera-
ment. He would'say what he thought of all
things, and would not hesitate to call a spade
a spade. ~ He was quite simple in habits. He
was unmarried when we first met, and I know
that he lived a life of spotless purity. Some
years later he went to Erigland to see his
parents and returned a married man. By my
advice he brought with him his wife, mother-
in-law and unmarried sister, who all lived iu
extreme simplicity and in every way fraternised
with the Indians in Phoenix. Miss Ada West
(or Devi Behn as we used to call her) is now
35 yearsold, is still unmarried and leads a
most pious life. She too rendered to the
pioneers at Phoenix services of no mean order.

_ At one time or another she looked after the
little children, taught them English, cooked in

3 S
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the common kitchen, swept the houses, kept
accounts and did composing and other work
in the press. Whatever task came to her,
she never hesitated in dofng it. She ig not
now in Phoenix, but that is because since my
return Lo India the press bas been unable to
meet even her small personal expenditure.
West's mother-in-law is now over eighty years
old,: Sheisa fine hand at sewing, and used

to help the settlement with “her skill as -

a tailor. Every ope in Phoenix called
her Granoy and felt that she was l:eally-
related so to him. 1 need scarcely say
anything about Mrs. West. When mapy
members of the Phoenix settlement -were in
jail, the Wests along with Maganlal Gandhi
took over the whole management of the insti-
tution. West would see to the press and
the paper, and in the absence of others and
myself, dispatch to Gokhale the cables which
were to be sent from Durban. When even
West was arrested (though he was soon
released), Gokhale got nervous and sent over

Andrews and Pearson.

Then there was Mr. thch. lhavé;#lready,'
written about him. He had joined my office

before the struggle and proceeded to England
for the bar with a view to filling my place when"
[ was notavailable. He was the moving spirit
of the South African Britislt Indian Committee
in London, o
The third was Mr. Polak, whose acquaint-
ance also like that of West I casnally niade in
the restaurant. He likewise left at opce the
sub-editership of the Transvaal Crific to join
the staff of Indian Opinion. Everyone knows.
how he went to India and to England in cori-
nection with the struggle. When Ritch went -
to England, I called Polak fiom Phoenix to
Johannesburg, where he became my articled
clerk and then a full-fledged attorney. Later

~on he married. Peoplein India are familiar
with Mrs. Polak, v_vhb not only never came in
her husband’s way but was a perfect helpmate -
to him during the struggle, The Polaks did
‘Dot see eye to eye with usin the Non-co-
 opgration movement, but they are still serving
India to the best of their ability. ]
 The next was Mr. Hermann Kallenbach,
whom too I came to know before the struggle.
He is a German, and had it not been for the
Great War, he would be in India to-day. He
is 3 man of strong feelings, wide sympathies
and child-like shnpliéi@y.' He is an architect
by profession, but there is no work, however
lowly, which he would consider to be bencath
his'dignity. When I broke up my Johannes-
burg establishment, I lived with him, but he
would be hurt if I offered to pay him my share
of the household expenses, and would' plead
that I was respounsible for considerable savings
in his domestic economy. This was indeed
true. But this is not the place to describe my
personal relations with European - friends.
When we thought-of accommodating the
families of Satyagrahi prisdners in Johannes-
burg in on¢ place, Kallénbach lent the use of -

" his big farm without any rent. But more of that

later. When Gokhale came to Johanpesburg, the
commumty put him up at Kallenbach's cottage

- which the illustrious guest liked very much.

Kallenbach went with me as far as Zanzibar to
se¢ Gokhale off. He was arrested along with
Polak and suffered imprisonment. Finally,
when ] left South Africa to see Gokhale in
England, Kallenbach was with me. But when
I returned to India, he was not permitted to go
with me to India on account of the war. He
was like all other Germans interned in
England. When the war was over Kallenbach
returned to Johannesburg and recommenced
the practice of his profession. o
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Let me now introduce the reader toa noble
girl, I mean Miss Sonja Schlesin. 1 cannot
resist the temptation of placing here on record
Gokhale's estimate of her character. He had
a wonderful power of judging men. I went
with him from Delagoa Bay to Zanzibar, and
the voyage gave us a fine oppqrtunity of quiet
talks. Gokhale had come in contact with the
Indian and European leaders in South Africa.
And while minutely analysing for me the
characters of the principal persons ofthedrama’

I perfectly remember that he gave the pride of

place among them all, Europeans as well as
Indians, to Miss. Schlesin. ‘I have rarely come
across such purity, single-minded devotion to
work and great determination as I have seen in
Miss Schlesin. I wassimply astonished how she
had sacrificed her all for the Indian cause
without expecting any reward whatever. And
when you add to all this her great ability and
energy, these qualities combine to make her a
priceless asset to your movement. I need
hardly say it and yet I say that you must
cherish her’. I had a Scotch girl, Miss Dick,
working with me as stenotypist, who was the
very picture of loyalty and purity. Manya
bitter experience has been my portion
in life, but I have also had the good fortune
to claim a large number of Europeans and
Indians of high character, as my associates.
Miss Dick left me when she married, and then
Mr. Kallenbach introduced Miss. Schlesin to
me and said, ‘This girl has been entrusted to
me by her mother. She is clever and hox:nest,
but she is very mischievous and impetuous.
Perhaps she is even insolent. You keep her
if you can manage her. Ido not place her
with you for the mere pay. Iwas ready to
allow £ 20 a month to a good stenotypist, but
I had no idea of Miss. Schlesin’s ability.
Mr. Kallenbach proposed that I should pay her
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£ 6 a month to begin with, and I readily
agreed, Miss. Schlesin soon made me
familiar with her mischief propensities making
mischievous part of herself. Butin a month's
time she had achieved the conquest of my
heart. She was ready to work at all times
whether by day or at night. There was
nothing difficult or impossible for her.
She was then only sixteen years of age,
but she captivated my clients as well
as the fellow Satyagrahis by her frankness
and readiness to serve. This young girl
soon constituted herself the watchman and
warder of the morality not only of my office
but of the whole movement. Whenever she
was in doubt as to the ethical propriety of any
proposed step, she would freely discuss it with
me and not rest till she was convinced of it.
When all the leaders except Sheth Kachhalia
were in jail, Miss. Schlesin had control of large
funds and was in charge of the accounts. She
handled workers of various temperaments,
Even Sheth Kachhalia would have recourse to
her and seek her advice. Mr. Doke was then
in charge of /ndian Opinion. But even he,
hoary-headed veteran as he was, would get the
arlicles he wrote for Mnudian Opinion passed by
her. And he once told me, ‘If Miss Schlesin
had not been there, I do not know how I could
have satisfied even my own self with my work.
I cannot sufficiently appreciate the value ofher
assistance, suggested dnd very often I have ac-
cepted the corrections or additions she suggest-
“ed knowing them to be appropriate.” Pathans,
Patels, ex-indentured men, Indians of all
classes and ages surrounded her, sought her
advice and followed it. Europeans in South
Africa would generally never travel in the
same railway compartment as Indians, and in
the Transvaal they are even prohibited from
doing so. Yet Miss Schlesin would delibe-

DECEMBER 1927] SATYAGRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA 371

rately sit in the third class compartment for
Indians like other Satyagrahis and even resist
the guards who interfered with her. 1 feared
and Miss Schlesin hoped that she might be
arrested some day. But although the Transvaal
Government were aware of her ability, her
mastery over the ‘strategy’ of the movement,
and the hold she had acquired over the
Satyagrahis, they adhered to the policy and the
chivalry of not arresting her. Miss. Schlesin
never asked for or desired an increase in her
monthly allowance of £ 6. I began giving her
£ 10 when I came to know of some of her
wants. This too she accepted with reluctance,
and flatly declined to have anything more.
‘I do not need more, and if I take anything in
excess of my necessities, I will have betrayed
the principle which has attracted me to you,’
she would say, and silence me. The reader
will perhaps ask, what was Miss. Schlesin’s
education? She had pessed the Intermediate
examination of the Cape University, and
obtained first class diploma in shorthand etc.
She graduated after the struggle was over, and
is now head mistress ina Government Girls’
School in the Transvaal. :

Herbert Kitchin was an English electrician
with a heart pure as crystal. He worked with
us during the Boer War and was for some time
editor of /ndian Opinion. He was a life long
brakmachari.

The persons I have thus far mentioned were
such as came in close contact with me. They
could not be classed among the leading
Europeans of the Transvaal. However, this
latter class too was very largely helpful, and
the most influential of such hlepers was
Mr. Hosken, ex-President of the Association
of Chambers of Commerce of South Africa
and a member of the Legislative Assembly of
the Transvaal, whose acquaintance the reader

has already made and who was Chairman of
the Committee of European sympathisers with
the Satyagraha movement. When the move-
ment was in full swing, direct communications
between Satyagrahis and the local Govern-
ment were obviously out of the question, not
because of the general struggle of the Satya-
grahis but because Government would
naturally not confer with the breakers of its
laws. And this Committee acted as mediator
between the Indiaus and the Government.

I have already introduced Mr. Albert
Cartwright to the reader. Then there was Rev,
Charles Phillips who joined and assisted us
even as Mr. Doke did. Mr. Phillips had long
been congregational minister in the Transvaal.
His good wife too did us much sérvice. A
third clergyman who had given up orders to
take up the editorship of the Bloem fourteen
daily The Friend and who supported the
Indian cause in his paper in the teeth of
European opposition was Rev. Dundney Drew,
one of the best speakers in South Africa. A
similarly spontaneous helper was Mr. Vere
Stent, editor of The Pretoria News. A mass
meeting of Europeans was once held in the
Town Hall of Pretoria under the presidency of
the Mayor. to condemn the Indian movement
and to support the Black Act. Mr. Vere Stent
alone stood upin opposition to the overwhelm-
ing majority of anti-Indians and refused to sit
down in spite of the president’s orders. The
Whites threatened to lay hands on him, yet he
stood unmoved and defiant like alion, and
the meeting dispersed at last without passing
its resolution. _

. There were other Europeans whose names
I could mention and who pever missed an
opportunity of doing us a good turn, although
they did not formally join any association. But
I propose to close this chapter with a few
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words about three ladies. One of these was
Miss. Hobhouse, - the daughter of Lord
Hobhouse, who at the time of the Boer War

and bade them. .to stand ﬁrmwbenLord
Kitcheperl;ad get up his, famedL orrathnr in-
" famous ‘cancentration camps’ in the Transvaal
and the Free State. She' behevedtheEnglish

polxcymrespectoftbeBoerWartobe tetally
unrighteous, and therefore like the late Mr.

Stead she wished -and prayed to GOd for
" Englands’ defeat ‘in the war. -Having' thus
- served the Boers, she wasehod&edfoleam
thatﬂ:e sameBoers wbo had only recently

resisted injustice thh dl thexr m:ght were

now led into doing. m]ustnce ‘to” the Indiaps’

through ignorant prejudme The Boers looked
up to ber wufa great respect and aﬂ'ecgwn She
was vgry inhmatae with Gseneral Botha, and did

her bést to commend to the Boers the policy

“of repeahng the Black Act. .
The second was Miss Olive Schreiner, to

- whom I have already'referredf'in ® preyious

_chapter. The name Schreiner is one to conjure

with in South Affica, so much so that when -

Miss Schreiner married, her husband adopted
her name so that I was told her relation
with the Schreiners might not be forgotten
among the whites of South Africa, This was
not due to any false pride, as Miss Schreiner
was as simple in habits and humble in spirit
as she was leamed. 1 had the privilege of
being familiar with her. She knew .no
difference between her Negro servants and
herself. Authoress of ‘Dreams’ and many
other works as she was, she never hesitated to
cook, wash the pots or handle the broom. She
held, that far from affecting il adversely, such
useful physical labour stimulated her literary
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_ability and made for a sense of proportion and
discrimination in thought and language. This

"gifted lady lent t. the Indian cause the whole
reached the_ Transvaal aga.mstﬂn wishes of . -
Lord Milner, and who stng‘le-hmdetf moved
among the Boer women, encouraged them’

welgbt of her influence aver the Whttee of
-South Africa. 4

The third was Miss Molteno, an aged
member of that ancient family of Sonth Africa,
who also did her best -for the Indians.

The reader may ask what fruit all this
sympathy of the Europeans bore. Well, this
chapter has not been written to describe the
practical consequences 6f their sympathy. The
work detailed above of some of these friends

~bears witness to a portion of the result.

The very nature of Satyagraha issuch that the
fruit of the movement is contained in the

movement itsell. Satyagraha is based on-

self-help, self-sacrifice and faith in God. One
of my objects in enumerating the names of
European belpers is to mark the Satyagrahis’
gratefulness to them. ~This history would be
justly considered mcomplete without such

" mention. I have not tried to make the

list exhaustive, but have tendered the Indians’
thanks to all in selecting a few for especial

“meition, - Secondly, as a Satyagrahi I hold to

the faith, that all activity pursued with a pure
heart is bound to bear fruit, whether or not
such fruit is visible to us And last byt not

-the least, 1 have tried ¢o show that all truthful

movements spontaneously attract to them-
selves all mianer of pure and disinterested:

‘help. It is not clear already, I should like to

make it clear that no other effort whatever
was made during the struggle to enlist

~Enropean sympathy beyond the effors, if effort

it can be called, involyved in adherence to
Truth and Truth alope. The Eurmppean
friends were attracted by the mherent powes
of the movement itgelf,
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The Colour Problem 1n the West

BY DR. Ktmm KANNAN, M.A,, PH D.

. The ocolonred races are so ha.bitgally

lectured to by -Western Missionaries and’

others of their serious deficiencies in re-
gard to their sense of the brotherhood of
man that they are inclined to believe, till
experience is gained to the contrary, in the

.universal prevalence of this virtuein the

Woest, and there is much in Missionary
effort, apart from their admonitions, to

" nurse and sustain the impression. The

actual facts when they come to the notice
of the Eastern {raveller come with the
shock of a sudden revelation, and represent
the saddest of his many disillusionments.
The first experience came to me when I was
denied a berth by a London Steamer Agent
unless I found another Indian to sharea
cabin. On the journey across the Atlantic
I had thq luxury- of a dining table all to

" myself on.the hoat. At Boston or New

York I did notobserve any serious distine-
tion as regards myself or others. Negroes
and Whites there travel together in trams,

" trains and buses,.but from Washington

southwards along the entire region of the
Southern States, the colour prejudice is
such that the traveller, of a brown or dark
complexion from the East, who neglects to
take adequate precaution may fall a victim
to it. In Washington itself, hotels, theatres,
restaurants and barbers’ shops may close
their doors against him though he may
gain admission with difficulty. All the
trains going south and west from the
capital have special cars set apart for the
Negroes in which alone he may travel.
In the trams there is. reservation again,
and even in the Railway Station the

,Negroes have separate weiting rooras. The
- Bastern traveller who does not indicate his

nationality by a oonspisuous turban or
a Turkish fez may at any time be denied
admission to the section reserved for the
Whites, or if he is there already, directed
to take his place among the Negroes.
Hotels, restaurants and barbers' shops kept
by Whites and patronized by the average
people will not serve on any account, but

- prejudice is less in those which serve the:

richer and more educated and oultured
who usually can understand the difference
between the Negro and the ocoloured man
from the Bast. A great deal of unpleasant-
ness can be avoided by precautions and
patience, and the actual incidents arising
out of prejudice are but few. But the sense
that at any moment he .nay have to face /
‘one, possibly in situations the most incon-

venient, is dificult toendure ‘when jour-

neys to be undertaken are long, and one
has to deal with strangers from day to day.

The extension of the prejudice against
the coloured traveller from other countries
is an indication of its intensnt'y against the

Negro, but one has to go into the question 4
more fully to realise that what the traveller
bas to endure is but an insignificant frac-

tion of what is the Negro's portion in the
States. However educated and intelligent
he may be, he is not welcome in profession.
He may ooccasionally be a clerk, but
usually he is a porter, cook, servant or
labourer. He has to live in the worst
quarter of the town, or has a special por-
tion of itset apart for him. He may not
stay as tenant or owner in any other part
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without a general desertion of the locality
by the Whites, and, as a oconsequence, a
tremendous fall in the value of rents and
houses, It is inevitable that vice should
be rampant among the Negroes and that
their standard of living should remain
low.

It is said that a very large percentage of
them suffer from venereal diseases, and
that almnst all of them are dirty as the pig.
One would therefore expect that they
would not be employed as cooks or per-
sonal attendants. In many houses, how-
ever, they are taken as cooks or other dome-
stics, They are employed as barbers, andin
the pullman-cars they are taken as atten-
dants in preference to the Whites. And
children may be in charge of Negro nurses.
These anomalies are so great that one is
puzzled to decide which to reject, the esti-
mate by Whites of cleanliness of the
Negroes, or the implied estimate of their
own cleanliness. Caste in India is at least
more logical. .

The lower standard enables him to
accept lower wages than what the Whites
wounld receive, which brings ou riots in
which the Negroes are the worst of the
sufferers. As a tenant farmer, the difficul-
ties against his making headway are nu-
merous, not only from his own limited
training and intelligence, but far more from
the vicious system known as ‘' peonage”
which, compelling him to purchase his re-
quirements at exhorbitant prices from
atores kept by the landlord, rendered the
heavier by false accounts and enormous
interest, keep him encumbered with too
heavy a load of debt to enable him fo es-
cape from bondage. The tenements pro-
vided by the landlord are of the scantiest
and poorest description, with insufficient
protection from the inclemencies of the
weather. But a few rise from this condi-

tion to independent farming : the greater
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proportion serve as tenants weighted with
debt and oppression. The run-aways are
rounded up and brought back to the service
of the landlord. Assaults are frequent, and
murders are by no means uncommon in
which the culprit usually escapes without
even a trial, »

Not all Negroes are black. Six millions
of the eleven millions in the States are of
white extraction, and a great proportion of
these cannot be easily distinguished in
features or complexion from the Whites,
except in regard tn the hair which is almost
invariably woclly or kinky. Even this
feature is said to be absent in a few. Na
gimilarity .of features however close, of
fairness of complexion however great, will
secure equality of treatment. The faintest
trace of Negro blood suffices for rigid ex-
clusion, and white or black, all Negroes
are treated alike. The treatment accorded
to the white Negro is in striking- contrast
to the treatment of the Eurasian in India,
who is indulged and favoured so much as
almost to put a premium on the immoral
relations betwesn Europeans and Indians
in India. That in spite of it there are only
about 2,00,000 Eurasiaus in India against
the six million half-breeds in the States is
eloguent of the higher standard of Indian
morality.

The prejudice against the Negro does
not extend to the American Indian who is
also coloured. But American Tudians are
but few in number, and several of them are
very rich and have not the taint of slavery,
Union with them does not entail socia)
obloquy or persecution. Indian ancestry
may even he asserted with pride by a girl
who has it, A white woman who dares to
marty a Negro will be treated almost as a
leper. It will be recalled, in this connec-
tion that the wife of the world famous
boxer Jack Johnson was driven to suicide
by the persecution of the Whites.
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. By far the worst blot on Americans is
lynching. During the year I was in the
States there were no loss than 89 lynch-
ings, of which 8 were of women. I followed
the,id-etails of these outrages in the news.
papers. and I- have read subsequently.
authenticated accounts of others written
by White authors, in which, sa fares I
could judge, there was no exaggeration
whatever. In mast of these the cause was
an allegéd outrage, or rather an alleged at-
tempt at outrage, of a White woman, and it
seomed to me that a White woman has
only to raise a finger against a Negro for
the Whites of the place to set upof
him, In one instance that occurred
during my . stay, the girl had only
to say that a Negro had insulted
her, while both were in an electric
lift, for the Whites to chase the Negro,
and for a fierce outbreak of a racial
riot in which the whole Negro quarter of
the town was burnt down and many lives,
both of Whites and Negroes, were lost..
Usually, however, the consequences. are

: .

not 8o sarious,, The Negro who has been

accused is. taken out of the prison, often
under theeyes of the judge, and hanged to
the nearest tree. A more ferocious pro~
cedure is to burn him alive, This human,
or rather inhuman, bonfire used to be ad-
vertised in the papers to draw .people to
to witneas the performance, and from some
among the vast assemblage of men and
women and even children some took
home mementos of the occasion. The de-
tails of the following outrage are from a
book written by a White man. A rich
Negro, who had shot dead a White who
had committed rape on his daughter, had to
undergo the ordeal in which none less than

a sebator carried the light to start the fire.

The Negro was tied to a stake, and till the

of which one consisted in poking a red hot
jron at him. The unfortunate men once
grasped the rod to thrust it aside’ when the
skin of his palm came. off ‘frizzlinktonnthe“
rod. It is said that he endured the torture
without the twist,of a single_muscle till he
finally sucoumbed to the flames. There are
still other refinements of cruelty. A Negro
'was tied to a Ford car, and it was driven
at fall speed to a bridge where, though the
Negro was found dead from the violence
of dravgging the body was nevertheless
hung up and riddled through -with bullets
by every one of the gang. Roasting on the
road sidé over a slow fire is said to be an-
other variety. - , o
I have given these gruesome details to
indicate the event to which an American:
crowd will go in its hatred of the Negro.
In the passion and heat of the moment,
bent upon the life of an individual, any
crowd is likely to resort to violent methods
of murddr. What is significant is that,
when from™ inevitable infection from this
manis, the Whites -are also lynched, the
methods resorted to are not of such revolt- °
ing barbarity. Whet is still ‘more sigai-
flcant- is.that, where the Negro is the
vigtim, there is by. no means the. moral
" gertainty of the crime he is alleged to have
“committed, which alone will lead to the
iynching of a White. .
‘The actual perpetration of these out-
rages_is usually by the lower orders of
society, for the most part the riff raff
from Southern Europe, almost all excitable
and more or less cri;_uiria.lly inclined, who
have a grievance against the Negroes asa
class for.their acceptance of lower wiges.
But there is no question that \}'ithuut the
moral support of a majority of Whites in
the locality, or criminal indifference on
their part, the outrages could not take

flames grew and gathered round to envolop place. The senator mentioned above
the victim, was subjected to various tortures would not have dared to justify his action

48 .
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in the press, nor would newspapers adver-
tise lynching and publish photographs, if
the prevailing sentiment of the community
as a whole was definitely against such
hrutal exhibitions of savage ferocity.
Europeans are apt to be a little too self
complacent in regard to this matter. I was
told that pictures of Negro lynchings oc-
casionally pass from onehand to another
with a shrug and a smile in the drawing
rooms of London Society. I am by no
means sure of the moral superiority thus
implied. There is plenty of evidence that
Europeans under similar circumstances
would behave no better. The use of bombs
from aeroplanes has been adopted by the
British as well as the South Africans to
terrorise tribes into submission, or to break
uI; their economic system and thereby
make them more dependent on the White
settlers. Nor do the accounts that reach
one of brutal assaults and outrages on
natives or of punishments more brutal still
ending in permanent maiming or even in
death, perpetrated by responsible indivi-
duals in plantations and estates, in colonies
of the British and other nations of Europe,
indicate by any means a higher standard of
humanity. It was not very long agd that
the world was startled by the revelations
of the Putmayo atrocities perpetrated by
the Belgians. American lynchers have at
least the excuse of feelings embittered by
past association and past history fanned to
flame by suspected outrage against a White
woman or by unfair competition. The in-
discriminate slaughter of men, women and
children, or the brutal punishment of estate
coolies or servants is planned in the office
room, and carried out with the cold delibe-
ration of the discharge of an official respon-

«ibility. Not that Americans are free from -

<jmilar acts of cold cruelty. The recent
atrocities of American navy men in Haiti
are as black as any which were perpetrated

[DECEMBER 1927

by the British in Mesopotamia, 6r the Boer
in South Africa.

The truth is the attitude towards coloured

" people is more or less the same among all

the peoples of the West. Prejudice is least
among the French. Among the others,
similar conditions are likely to call forth
the same reaction. The attitude of the
West has been determined as much by past
history as by their present position. The
records of early European enterprises in
the world, of exploration and conquest, ars
black with indescribable crimes, in which
the thought did not seem to have once en-
tered their minds, that the helpless inhabi-
tants, with whom they came into contact,
were human beings like themselves. The
shooting down by a band of Dutch adven-
turers of defenceless men, women, and
children, found in a cave for absolutely no
provocation whatever, who rubbed the
wounds to see what the bullets had done,
is one sample of the many thousand inci-
dents which reveal the shocking inability
of White settlers to realise the human
identity of the savage. We shall not
go further but turn back to the present
position of the Westerners engaged in ex-
ploiting different parts of the world amidst
indigenous populations who far out-number
them. It is obvious that in these circum-
stances unless they cultivated a spirit of
rigid exclusiveness based on superiority,
real or fancied, but so far real, that the
native is usually helpless against them,
they would soon lose their identity with
the mother country, which has to be main-
tained if more settlers are to follow in their
wake, and if the connection with the mother
country, so vital to the maintenance of
racial standards, is to continue. No young
colony can afford to cut itself off from the
mother country which is its sheet anchor
in the troublous waters of vast alien popu-
lations,
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The severity of the methods employed
to prevent intermixture which is destruc-
tive of identity, is proportioned to the
difficulty of the problem, and limited only
by the character of the settlers. Those who
migrate abroad are usually drawn from the
lower orders of society, the very classes
with less restraint on their passions, whose
outlooks are narrow, and whose character
is so debased that the United States have
been compelled to exercise a careful selec-
tion. It is nol to be expected that the
dealings of such men will be characterised
by any human feeling under the stress of
the necessities described. When, therefore,
we read of Chinese head-hunting in Cali-
fornia in the middle of the last century, or
of parties going to hunt and shoot down
Australian savages, we have to remember
that the classes who made these a sport were
little above animals in mentality and by no
means representatives of the better ele-
ments in KEurope. In the Australian
Colonies at any rate, people have in them
a great deal of the blood of the worst crimi-
nals of England.

Nor has there been in the past history of
the Western peoples anything which would
make for a more humane treatment. The
failure of every attempt to bring Europe
under one central power has been unfortu-
nate from one important standpoint, the
development of a comymon European culture
and polity. Had the Roman Empire, or
those that followed it, endured long, Europe
would not have been, as she is today, a con-
catenation of discordant atoms, a menace
to herself and to the world. The formation
of independent and hostile nations instead,
has released European Nations from the
necessity, that there would have been other-

wise of adjusting local peculiarities to the
requirements of a common culture which
emphasised similarities rather than differ-
ences. Local and racial boundaries were

too strongly defined, and the defences were
too much aided and abetted by physical
barriers, to make for the endurance of a
common Empire. Europe proceeded on the
alternative plan of a number of independant
nations which helped the progress of in-
dividual peoplex to a greater degree than
would have been possible under a common
Empire. The homogeneity oflimited areas
was not impossible, but it has been attain-
ed with no small difficulty. The fierce
persecutions of nationalities not their own,
as the Jews, of Roman catholics by Pro-
testants, and of Protestants by Roman
Catholics, which fill the pages of European
history, have been occasioned, as it seems
to me. by their passion for homogeneity.
As will be shown in a later chapter the
West has not yet succeeded in developing a
polity suited to a heterogeneous popula-
tion. Taking for granted for the moment
that the mechanism of Western Govern-
ment is suited only for homogeneous
peoples, it does not become difficult to
understand why every divergence from
accepted creeds and standards has been
suppressed with an iron hand. Itis that
ancient instinct preserved and developed
through 20 centuries of European History,
at the cost of so much suffering, that ex-
plains the refusal on the part of Europeans
to admit into their polity alien races on
equal terms. Where the numbers of these
latter were small and helpless, they deter-
mined on extermination, where they are
formidable in numbers they are held under
subjection, and no resource is left untried
which will break their spirit their economic
and moral resistance, and finally bring on
their disintegration and decay to secure
more effectively their political subservi-
ence.

If this is the policy which determines
the attitude of the West towards coloured
races, the question may be asked how the
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purchases wers made with little reference -

persecutions of the Negro sﬁll continue
notwithstanding thé fact tiat the White
population has an assured predominance.
'The Whites number a hundred millions and
Negroes eleven millions, and.it might seem’
that in that prepoudarsnce there is" suffi-
cient security to make lynchmgs less ex-
cusable. So it would be. But the N egroes
are not uniformly scattered over the whole
country. They are to be found mainly in’
the Southern Siates where the relative pro-
portions of Whitées to  Negroes are by no
means as indicated. In several States the

Negroes squal or oubnumber the Whites in .

the totals. ' A ' far mors important con-
gideration in the hls;tory of the Negro in
the United States is that the Negro was"
brought- as a slave, and, until the War of
liberation, was treated as .a slave, and
treated far worse than slaves weré treated

in the East or even in Rome and Greece -

for no slave could ever rise to freedom and
rank. : :

The harrowing details of the slave traffic
which deposited Negroes first in the United
States will not bear reproduction, and
without glancmg over them one cannot
understand the immenslty of the fires that
are fanned to flame by racial riots at the
present time. The captain and crew of the
ships employed were savages of the worst
description by the side of whom those who
were called by that name were angels.
They stopped at mo scruple, atno artifice
however vile, at no afrocity however
ferocious, to get hold of the men who were
then chained together and thrown into the
hold with the barest necessaries of life.
The sick were thrown overboard long
before they died tosave expense, and to
save the trouble of removal of their chains
their legs were cut off first that the chains
riveted on them might be the more easily
slipped off and removed. The survivors
were sold to the highest bidders, and

to family ties..-Husband was separated
from wife; and parents from ‘children. In
the plantations heavy work Wwas extracted

under the whip, and. théy were huddled to-

gether in hovels which were hotbeda of
disease. On the whole howaver. it was to
the interest of the owner that his slaves
were alive and "healthy,’and the relations
of master and slave were usvally marked
by humamty though they were so fixed and
yna]terable, as to be ocoasionally disfigured
by many a violence and atrocity.

8lavery was confined to the Southern
States, and this fact fortunately militated
against its long continuance. The farmers
- of the South, helped by slave labour, could
produce cheaper than their brethern in the
North who had only their strong arms to
rely upon, and in the- competition for
markets at home and abroad the advantage
lay with slave-owning farmers. The aboli-
tion of slavery has been so often paraded
as a glorious achievement resulting from
the highest and purest of human motives

that those who have not studied the history

of the question are likely to find it hard to
believe ‘that beneath all this display of
exalting sentiment there lay a powerful
motive of self-interest. The land-owning
classes in England and of the United States
were the sufferers from slavery in the
plantations in the Southern States and the
Woest Indies which placed them it an
unequal position for- they could not suc-
cessfully compete ~with the plantation

owners who could produce cheaper. Slavery .

was abolished primarily to set right this
inequality and, therefore, far less from
humanity than from economic necessity.
It is inevitable that the system whieh had
been developed on slave labour should find
itself disorganised and unable easily to
make the new adjustments reguired on a
basis of free labour. The Whites in the
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South realised that they were in a minority
amidst a population suddenly released from

bondage and declared permanently equal
with them It was feared that the sudden

flood of liberty should overwhelm mahny a

Negro. Excesses were apt to be committed

from the inevitable rebound. Ina few at-
least of the States the Negroes were in the-
majority and could have dominated the

Councils if they knew how to use their
new-found liberty. ‘The Whites, threatened
with the possibilities of remembered wrongs
and the use of an unfamiliar weapon,
organised themselves to terrorise the

Negroes and briog them back to sub-

misgiveness, - They stopped at no brutality,
at no act of frightfulness, to keep them in
much the same condition as they were
before the War of secession. The Negroes
weré free in law, but in bondage in fact.
In many an instance their condition
worsened. ~The sense of dependence, culti-
vated through many decades, cannot be

done away with . by statutory declaration. .-

For the reciprocal relations of protection
and service no subtitute had been provided.
The Negro was illiterate and ignorant, and
could not easily get rid of the habit of - de-
pendence. How was he to make good
under the new dispensation in which the
good will, such as it was, of the master,

was replaced by suspicion and hatred, when

his actions were liable to serious miscon-

ception and fierce punishment? These un-
happy associations of slavery and the cir-

cumstances of its abulition have to be re-
membered when passing judgment on the

Americans.

While therefore American treatment of
the Negro is in keeping with the repugn-
ance of the West towards coloured races as
a whole, the continuance of the outrages
must receive the severest condemnation. It
is difficult to believe that a people, whose
charter of liberty is eloquent of the com-

mon rights of humanity,should have tole-
rated slavery and fiendish excesses more.
appropriate toa savage ‘condition of. life.
It ig & futile plea that the outrages are per- -

_petrated by the lower orders. The .control -

‘of the lower orders ought not to be: beyond
the:resources of a Civilised. Government. . .
~The better classes of ‘Americans are
awakening to the necessity of removing
this national disgrace. It is to be hoped.
that before many years lapse the world will,
have-seen the last of these awful spectacles.
The number of lynchings each year. is fast
declining. The task, however, is difficult.
Public opinion is too preococupied and pro- -
pagandists will not easily be found for a
cause so unpopular with large classes of the
population who may cause them no small’
hardship and annoyance. Nor is it easy
for the Government to provide against the
contingency which may arise any moment
and anywhere in the vast area of the
United States. The outrages. too often
také place in-localities whioh have far too
ingufficient a police force to give protection
'to an . accused Nogro from the wviolence, of
the multitude, and take place too snddenly
for a suﬂ‘iclent force to be gathered upin.
good time. ~ While there are certainly
serious difficulties in the way, they are
certainly not insuperable if the Government
will but tax their ingenuity and use their
resources.
The truth is, however. that Government

_of the people and by the people must

partake of the character of the people, and
sink or rise with them. Sensitive tu the
influence of public sentimént, they cannot
fail to be sensitive in this particular. The
contrast that .is here presented, to more
despotic Governments,. is striking and
instructive. Habitually less responsive to
public opinion, and usually independent of
its active support in matters of public
interests, despotic Governments can take
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action in defiance of it. Any protection
extended to the Negro in advance of public
sentiment would be resisted by large sec-
tions of the population, from the possibility
of its encouraging the Negro unduly and
may fan to flame anew the embers of
racial hatred, and the Government that
extended protection may not survive.the
next election. This is one of the serious
drawbacks of a democracy. .

Till a solution is found the lynchings
will continue to embitter the feeling of
the Negro and brutalise the Whites. - The
Negro is now turning to face the Amemcar.ls
for the first time. The share he has had in
the war and his experiences of the better
treatment his brother from Africa were
given by the French have changed his
outlook, and he is no longer prepared to
suffer without retaliation. In the race
riots after the War the Negro has tried to
gell his life dear. With the increasing co-
operation and organisation to which the
pressure of the Whites is driving them,
they may increase their defensive arm-
ature. That may make for mutual
retaliations for many years until the rela-
tions alter for the better.

It would be far better to devise a per-
manent solution of the racial problem. The
woes of the Negro arise mainly from his
intermixing with the Whites who, as I.
have tried to point out, have perfected a
Government machinery ounly for homogen-
ous communities, and who, therefors,
cannot admit the Negro to a footing of
political equality. It would make for
harmony and peace if the Negro popula-
tion could be divided between two or three
small States of their own where they are
left to manage their own affairs under _due
cafe-guards for the security of the neigh-
bouring Wwhite population and for the
security of the country as a whole. Every
help should be rendered to these till the
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States are set well on their feet. Every
manufacture, except those of arms and
ammunitions, should be encouraged, and
the States made self-supporting after con-
tributing their share to the national
exchequer. No Negro should bs permit-
ted to settle in any of the White States, but
they may be allowed to travel on a footing
of perfect equality. Solutions along these

-or similar lines would, it seems to me, be

permanent and prevent these scenes that
have drawn upon America the condema-
tion of the world at large.

It would take me too far beyond my capa-
city already, I fear, very much put to
heavy strain, to suggesting solutions of
racial problems in other gquarters of the
world. In Australia and New Zealand
it is not very complex, the existing abori-
ginal populations being in a small minority
and likely to disappear before long. There
the menace is from the overcrowded popu-
lations of China and Japan which cannot
be removed uniess the Whites fill up rapid-
ly the vast continent or share it with
others who are in great need. In South
Africa, the proportions of Whites to abori-
ginals are the reverse of those in Australia,
and unless the spheres are defined by
mutual agreement the persecutions and op-
pressions will continue. No adjustment is
possible without sacrifice of individualism
on the part of the colonists, who, by every
circumstance of past history, of colonisa-
tion and, of habit, are individualistic. No
individualist community can settle down
along with others, and can preserve its
identity except as a master. No other re-
lation is possible without a sacrifice of in-
dividualism. It is therefore difficult to
imagine that any improvement in the rela-
tions will come except by the gradual per-
ception of their degradation on the part of
the coloured races and by their organisa-
tion and discipline. No resources of legis-
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lation, of legalised pillage and of modern
weapons, will however, be left untried by
the Whites to prevent the blacks from at-
taining to that level.

The only serious force working against
the West is at present its diminishing
focundity and the astonishingly prolific
character of Eastern populations. The
rise in the standard of living and comfort
in the West will place them at a serious
disadvantage in spite of all the resources of
modern civilisation at their command, and
may restore once again the balance in
favour of East as a whole. Nor is the
danger the less in the general awakening
of the East which may result in an imita-
tion of the Waest sufficiently close to
compete successfully in the very lines in
which the West has specialised, and in that
competition the lower standard of living

and the resulting lower wages will tell
heavily against the West. These are very
gave possibilities of a struggle in which
the West may be put back to a place more
in consonance with its resources of men
and materials. That is, however, too far to
look into the future. In the meanwhile, it
is to be hoped that some startling discovery
of the West will render the condition of
life so easy that it would release humanity
of the West from the insensate pursuitof
worldly possessions which, amdist many
things of undoubted good, has brought so
much that is evil and debasing not only to
the West but to the world at large. Ifit
should ever happen, then perhaps the
West will learn to have more kindly and
brotherly feelings to the coloured races who
it thinks now have been created for its
benefit.

The Story of My Experiments with Truth

By M. K. GANDHI.

CHAPTER XIII
‘INDIAN OPINION"

Before I proceed with the other intimate
European contacts, I must note two or
three items of importance. One of the
contacts, however, should be mentioned at
once. The appointment of Miss Dick was
not enough for my purpose. I needed, more
assistance. I have in the exarlier chapters
referred to Mr. Ritch. T knew him well.
He was manager in a mercantile firm. He
approved my suggestion of leaving the firm
and getting articled under me, and he
considerably lightened my burden.

About this time Sjt. Mandanjit approach-
od me with a proposal to start Indian

Opinion and sought my advice. He had
been already conducting a press, and I
approved of his propesal. So the journal
was launched in 1904, and Sjt. Mansukhlal
Nazar became the first editor. But I had to
bear the brunt of the whole work, as indeed
for most of the time I had to be practically
in charge of the journal. Not that Sjt.
Mansukhlal could not carry it on. He had
been doing quite an amount of journalism
whilst in India, but he would never venture
to write on intricate South African pro-
blems so long as I was there. He had the
greatest confidence in my discernment, and
so threw on me the responsibility of attend-
ing to the editorial columns. The journal
has been until this day a weekly. In the
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beginning it-used to be issued’ in’ Gujarati
Hindi, Tamil and English. I saw, however,
that the Tamil and Hindi sections were a

make-believe. They dld not . servé the

purpose for which ¢hey" “were intended and
1 even folt that thére was a certain amount
-of deception involved in confinuing thew.
Sol felt ‘at ease only vhen I disoontmued
them :

I had fio’ notion ‘that 2 should ‘have to -

invest sny noney in tlna;oumsl but T dig-.
covered in no time' that it: oould not go-on

2.

without my financial he!p. ‘The Indians,

and the Europegns both kiew that- though

I was not néminally. the editor of Tndian,

Optqum, 1 was: virfually responsible for its
sonduet, - Noharnywould hive 'hgppened if .
the jotenal had never: been siarted; bat to
stop it after startmg it would have been
both sloea and’ a- disgrace.” 8o I kept on
“poring my. ‘money, unﬁl ultimately I was
pragtically smkmg all my savings into it.
1 remember & time when T had to remlt £ 75
each month. =~ -

" But after all those yearsI feel that the
Jom-nal has served theoommunity well, Tt
was never intended to be a commercial
concern. So long as it was under my
control, the changes in the journal were

indicative of chapges in my life. Indian

Opiwzioré, like Young India and Navajivan
today, was a wmigror of part of my like.
Week after week I poured -out my soul in
its columns, and expounded the principles
and practice of SBatyagraha as I understood
it. During ten years, that is untjl 1914,
excepting the intervals of my enforced rest
in prison, there was hardly a single issue
of Indian Opinion without an article from
I cannot recall a word in these
articles set down without thought or deli-
beration, or a word of conscious exaggera-
tion, or anything merely to please. Indeed
come for me a training in
friends a medium

me.

the journal had be
self-restraint, and for
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through whieh to keep in touch with my
thoughts. The oritio found very. little
therein to object to. Infaot I know that
the tone of Indian Opmioh ‘sompelled . the
“eritic” to put A ourb oa m own.pen.

Sat#agmhé would probably “have “been

imposaible without- Indsan Opinion.: The

readers looked forward to 'it:for & trost-
. ‘worthy account .of the Satyagraha com-

paign as also of the real condition of Indians
- in South Africa. For me it became a means
for the study of human natare -in all its
»qasts and shades, a8 I always aimed at
- eatablishing an intimate and clean bond
batween the editor and the readers. I was
inundated with letters containing the out-
_pourings of my correspondents’ hearts, They
werd friendly, critical or bitter, .accord-
ing to the temper of the writer. It was a
- fine education for me to- study and digest
and to answer all this correspondence. It
was as though the community thought
audibly through this correspondence with
me. 1t made me understand throughly
the responsibility of a journaliat, and the
hold I secured through it over the commu-
nity made the future campaign workable,
dignified and irresistible.

In the very first month of Indian Opiniun,
I had realised that the sole aim of journa-
liam should be service. The newspaper
press is a great power, but as unchained
torrents of water submerge whole country-
sides and devastate orops, even so an
uncontrolled pen serves but to destroy. If
the control is from without, it proves more
poisonous than want of control.. It can be
profitable only when exercised from within.
If this line of reasoning is correct, how few
_of the journals in the world would stand the
test? But who would stop those that are
useless ? And who is to be the judge? The
useful and the useless must, like good and
evil, go on together, and man must make
his choioe of them,
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CHAPTER XIV

~ COOLIE LOCATIONS OR THE
GHETTOES?

Some of the classes that are rendering us
the greatest social service, and whom we
Hindus have chosen to regard ag ‘untouch-
ables,’ are relegated to remote quarters of
a town or a village, called ‘dhedhwado’ in
Gujarati and the name has acquired a bad
odour. Even so in Christian Europe the
Jews were once its ‘untouchables,” and the
quarters that were assigned to them had
the odious name ‘ghettoes.”. In a similar
way we have become the untouchables of
South Africa to-day. It remains to be seen
how far the sacrifice of Andrews and the
magic wand of Shastri succeed in rehabili-
tating us.

The ancient Jews regarded themselves
as the chosen people of God, to the ex-
clusion of others, with the result that their
descendants were visited with a strange
and even unjust retribution. Almost in a
similar way the. Hindus have considered
themselves Aryas or civilised and a section
of their own kith and kin as Anaryas or un-
touchables, with the result that a strange,
if unjust, nemesis is being visited 'not only
upon the Hindus in South Africa, but the
Mussalmans and Parsis as well, inasmuch
as these belong to the same couniry and

__have the same colour as they.

The reader will have now realised some-
what the meaning of the word ‘locations’
to which I am going to devote this chapter.
In South Africa, we have acquired the
odious name of ‘coolies.” The word ‘coolie’
in India means only & porter or carrier, but
in South Africa it has a contemptuous con-
notation and means what a pariah or an
untouchable means to us and the quarters
assigned to the ‘coolies’ are known as

49

coolie locations." Johannesburg had one,
such location, but unlike as in other places
where there were locations and where the
Indians had tenancy rights, those in the
Johannesburg location had acquired their-
plots on a lease of 99 yeurs. . The Indians
were densely packed in the location, of
which the area never increased with the

Jinorease in popalation. Beyond arranging

to clean the latrines in the location in a

haphazard way, the Municipality did no-

thing to provide any other sanitary facili-

ties, much less gooed roads or lights. It was

hardly likely that it would safeguard its
sanitation. when it was indifferent to the

sanitary welfare of the people; The Indians

living there were too ignorant of the rules

of municipal sanitationand. h'ygiene to do

without the help or supervision of the.
Municipality. If those who went there

had been all Robinson Crusoes theirs would

have been a different story. But we do
not know of a single emigrant colony of

Robinson Crusoes in the world. Usually

people migrate abroad in search of wealth
and trade, and the bulk of the Indians
who weut to South Afrlog were ignorant,
pauper agriculturists who needed all the
care and protection ‘that could. be given

them. The tradersand educated Indians

who followed them were very few.

The oriminal negligence of the Munici-
pality and the ignorance of the Indian
settlers thus conspired to render the loca-
tion throughly insanitary. The Munici-
pality, far from doing anything to improve
the condition of the location, used the in-
sanitation caused by their own neglect as
a lever for destroying the location, and for
that purpose obtained from the local legis-
lature authority to dispossess the settlers.
This was the condition of things when I
settled in Johannesburg,.
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The settlers having proprietary rights in
their land were naturally entitled to” com-
pensation. A special tribunal was appoint-
ed to try the land acquisition cases. In
case the tenant was not prepared to accept
the offer of the Municipality he had a
right to appeal to the tribunal, and if the
latter's award exceeded the Municipality’s
offer, the Municipality had to bear the
costs. '

Most of the tenants had engaged me as
their legal adviser. Ihad mno desire to
make money out of these cases, and so I
gaid to the tenants, that I should be satis-
fied with whatever costs the tribunal award-
ed, in case they won, and a fee of £100on
every lease, irrespective of the result of the
case. I also told them that I proposed to
set apart half of the money paid by them
for the building of a hospital or similar
institution for the poor. This naturally
pleased them all.

Out of about 70 cases only one was lost.
So the fees amounted to a fairly big figure
But Indian Opinion was there with its per-
sistent claim and devoured, so far as I can
recollect, a sum of £11,600. I think I had
worked hard for these cases. The clients
always surrounded me. Most of these were
originally indentured labourers from Bihar
and its neighbourhood and from South
India. For the redress of their peculiar
grievances they had formed an association
of their own, separate from that of the free
Indian merchants and traders. Some of
them were open-hearted, liberal men of
high character. Their leaders were Sjt.
Jairamsing the president and Sjt. Badari
who was as good as the president. Both
of them are no more. Both were exceed-
ingly helpful to me. Sjt. Badari came in

very close contact with me and took a
prominent part in Satyagraha., Through
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these and other friends, I came in intimate
contact with numerous Indian settlers of
North and South India, and became more
their brother than a mere legal adviser and
shared in all their private and public
sorrows and hardships.

It may be of some interest to know how
the Indians wused to call me. Sheth
Abdulla refused to address me as Gandbhi.
None fortunately ever insulted me by
calling or regarding me as ‘saheb.” Abdulla
Sheth hit upon a fine appeliation—‘bhai’,
i.e., brother. Others copied him and con-
tinued to address me as ‘bhai’ until the
moment I left South Africa, but there was
a sweeter flavour about the name when it
was used by the ex-indentured Indians.

CHAPTER XV
THE BLACK PLAGUE—I

The Indians were not removed from the
location as soon as the Municipality
secured its ownership. It was necessary
to find the residents a suitable place hefore
dispossessing them, but as the Municipality
could not easily do it, the Indians were
suffered to stay in the same * dirty ’ location
with this difference that their condition
became worse than before. Having ceased
to be proprietors they hecame tenants of the
Municipality with the result that their
surroundings became more insanitary than
ever. When they were proprietors, they had
to maintain some sort of cleanliness, if only
for fear of the law. The Municipality had
no such fear! The number of tenants
increased, and with them the squalor and
the disorder.

While the Indians were fretting over this
state of things, there was a sudden out-
break of the black plague, also called the
pneumonic plague, more terrible and fatal
than the bnbonie,
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Fortunately it was not the location but
one of the gold mines in the vicinity of
Johannesburg that was responsible for the
outbreak. The workers in this mine were
for the most part Negroes for whose clean-
liness their White employers were solely
responsible. There werse a few Indians also
working in connection with the mine,
twenty-three of whom suddenly caught the
infection, and they came one evening to
their quarters in the location with an acute
attack of the plague. Sjt. Madanjit, who
was then going about canvassing sub-
scribers for Indian Opinion and realising
subscriptions, happened to be in the location
at this moment. He was a remarkably
fearless man. His heart wept to see these
victims of the"scourge, and he sent a pencil-
note to me to the following effect: °‘ There
has been a sudden outbreak of the black
plague. You must come immediately and
take prompt measures, otherwise we should
be prepared for dire consequences. Please
come immediately.’

Sjt. Madanjit bravely broke open the lock
of a vacant house, and put all the patients
there. I cycled to the location, and wrote
to the Town Clerk to inform him of the
circumstances under which we had taken
possession of the honse.

Dr. William Godfrey who was practising
in Johannesburg ran to the rescue as soon
as he got the news, and became both nurse
and doctor to the patients. But twenty-
three patients were more than three of us
could cope with.

It is my faith based on experience that if
one’s heart is pure calamity brings in its
train men and measures to fight it. I had
at that time four Indians in wy office,—
Sjts. Kalyandas, Manekal and two whose
names I cannot recollect. Kalyandas had
been entrusted to me by his father. 1have

rarely come across in South Africa men
more obliging and willing to render implicit
obedience than Kalyandas. He was for-
tunately unmarried then, and I therefora
did not hesitate to impose on him duties
involving risks, however great. Manekal I
had got hold of in Johannesburg., He too,
so far as I can remember, was unmarried,
So I decided to sacrifice all the four,—call
them clerks, co-workers or sons. There
was no need at all to consult Kalyandas.
The others expressed their readiness as
soon as they were asked, ‘Where you are,
we will also be,” was the short and sweet
reply they gave.

Mr. Ritch had a large family. He was
ready to take the plunge, but I prevented
him. I had not the heart to expose him to
the risk. So he attended to the work
outside the danger zone.

It was a terrible night,—that night of
vigil and nursing. I had nursed a
number of patients before, but never one
attacked by the black plague. Dr. Godfrey’s
pluck proved infectious. There was not
much nursing required. To give them their
doses of medicine, to attend to their wants,
to keep them and their beds clean and tidy,
and to cheer them up,—was all that we had
to do. '

The indefatigable zeal and fearlessness
with which the youths worked delighted
me beyond measure. One could understand
the bravery of Dr. Godfrey and of an
experienced man like Sjt. Madanjit. But
oh for the spirit of these callow youths!

So far as I can recollect, we pulled all of
them through that night.

But the whole incident, apart from iis
pathos, is of such absorbing interest, and
for me, of such religious value, that I must
give it the next two chapters at least.



CHAPTER XVI
THE BLACK PLAGUE—-II

The Town Clerk expressed his grateful:
ness to me for having taken charge of the

vacant house and the patients, and'frankly -

confessed that the Town Council had no
immediate means to cope with such an
emergency but that théy would render all
the help in their power, Ornoce awakened
to a sense of its duty, the Munimpality
made no delay in taking prompt measures.

The next day they placed a vacant
godown af my disposal, and suggested that
the patients be removed there but the

Municipality did not undertake to clean |

the premises. The building was unkept

and unclean.” We cleaned it up ourselves, -

saised 8 fow beds and other .necessaries

and impro vised a temporary hospital. The
Municipality lent the services of a nurse,
who came with brandy and other hospital
equipments. Dr, Godfrey still remained in
charge
’ The nurse was a kmdly lady and would
fain have attended to the patients, but we
rarely allowed her to touch the patients
- lest she should catch the contagion,” ~
We had instructions to give the patients
frequent doses of brandy. The nurse would
even ask us to take it for precaution, just
as she did herself. But none of us would
touch it. I had no faith even in its beneficial
effect for the patients. With the permis-
sion of Dr. Godfrey, I put three patients
who were prepared to do without brandy
under the earth treatment, applying wet
earth bandages to their heads and chests.
Two of these were saved. Twenty died
whilst still in the godown.
Meanwhile the Municipality was busy
taking other measures. There was a
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lagaretto for contagious diseases about

‘seven miles from Johannesburg. The three
surviving patients were removed to tents
_near the lazaretto, and arrangements were

made to send fresh cases also there. We
were thus relieved from our work.

~ In the course of a few days we learnt
that the good nurse had had an attack and
immediately succumbed. It is impossible
to say how the two patients were saved and
we remained immune, but the experience
enhanced my faith in earth treatment as
also my diffidence in the efficacy of brandy
even as a medicine. I know that neither

 this faith nor the diffidence are based upon

any solid grounds, but I cannot efface the
impression which I then formed, and which
I still retain, and bave therefors thought it

_necessary to take note of it here.
through the offices of charitable Indians,

On the outbreak of the plague, I had

- addressed a strong letter to the press hold-
. ing- the Municipality responsible for the

negligence after the location came into its
possession and for the outbreak of the
plague itself. This letter secured me Mr.
Henry Polak, and was partly responsible
for the fnendshlp of the late Rev. Joseph

» Doke.

"1 have said in the earlier chapter, that I
used to have my meals at g vegetarian
restaurant. Here I met Mr. Albert West.
We used to meet here every evening and go
out walking after dinner. Mr. West was
a partner in a small printing press. He
read my letter in the press about the out-
break of the plague, and not finding me in
the restaurant felt uneasy.

My co-workers and I had reduced our
diet since the outbreak, as I had long
made it a rule to go on a light diet during
epidemics. I had therefore given up my
evening dinner these days, Lunch also I
would finish before the other guests
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arrived. I knew the propnetor of the rest-
aurant very well, and I had informed him

that as I was engaged in nursing the -

plague patients I wanted to avoid the con-
tact of friendsas much as possible.
Not ﬂnding me in thé restaurant, for a

day or ‘two, Mr. West knocked at my door

one early morning just as 1 was getting
ready to go out fora - walk. As I opened
the door Mr. West said: *I did not find
you in the restaurant and was really afraid

lest something might have happened to

you. So Idecided to come and see you in
the morning in order to make sure of
finding you at home,. Well, here I am at
your disposal. 1 am ready to help in nurs-
ing the patients. You- know that I have
no one depending upon me.’

I oxpressed my gratefulness, and
answered without taking even a second to
think : ‘I will not bave you as a nurse. If
there are no more cases, we should -be free
in a day or two. There is one thing how-
ever.’ ,

‘Yes, whatis it ¥’

‘Could you take charge of the Indien
‘Opinion Press at Durban ? Mr. Madanjit is
likely to be engaged here, and some one is
needed there. Ifyou could go,1 should

- feel quite rélieved on that score.’

“You know that I have a press. Moast
probably I will go, but may I give my
final reply in the evening ? We shall talk

- it over during our evening walk.’

I was delighted. We had the talk. He
agreed to go. Salary was no consideration
to him, as money was not his motive. But
a salary of £ 10 per month and a part of the
profit if any was fixed up. The very next
day Mr. West left for Durban by the even-
ing mail, entrusting me with the recovery
of his dues. From that day until the
time I left the shores of South Africa,

he remained a' partner of my joys and
SOrTOWS.

Mr. West belonged to a peasant family
in Louth (Linconshire), had had an ordi-
nary school education, but had learnt a
good deal in the schoo] of experience aund
by dint of self-help. I have always known
him to- bé a pure, sober, God—fearmg,
humane Englishman.

We shall know more about lnm and his

" family in the ohapters to follow.

- CHAPTER XvII .
LOCATION IN FLA_MES

Though my co-workers and ‘_I were
relieved of the charge of patients, there
were many things arising out of the black
plague still to be disposed of.

I have dealt with the negligence of the
Municipality about the location. But it
was wide awake 8o far as the health of its
White citizens was concerned. It had
spent large amounts for the preservation
of the health of-its white citizens, and now

it poured money like water for scotching

the plague. In spite of the many sins of
omission and ocommission against the
Indians that I laid at the door of the Muni-
cipality, I could not help commending its

solicitude for the White citizens and I

rendered it as much help as I could in its
laudable eiforts. I have an impression
that if I had withheld my co-operatian,
the task would have been more difficult for
the Municipality, and it would not have
hesitated to use armed force and do its
worst. :

But all that was averted. . The Muni-
cipal authorities were pleased over the
Indians’ behavioutr and much of the future
work regarding plague measures was sim-
plified. I used all the influence I could
command with the Indians to make them
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submit to the requirements of the Munioi-
pality. It was far from easy for the
Indians to go all that length, but I do not
remember an;' one having resisted my
advice.

The location was put under a strong
guard, passage in and out being made im-
possible without permission. My co-workers
and I had free permits of entry and exit.
The object was to make all the location
population to vacate it and live under can-
vas for three weeks in an open plain about
thirteen miles from Johannesburg and
then to set fire to the location. The set-
tling down under canvas with provisions
and other necessaries was bound to take
some time, and a guard became necessary
during the interval.

The people were in an awful fright, but
my constant presence was a consolation to
them. Many of the poor people used to
hoard their scanty savings underground.
This had to be unearthed. They had no
bank, they knew none. I became their
bank. Streams of money poured into my
office. I could not possibly charge any
fees for my labours in such a crisis. 1
coped with the work somehow. I knew
my bank manager very well. I told him
that I would have to deposit with him
these moneys. The banks were by no
means anxious to accept large amounts of
copper and silver. There was also the
fear of bank clerks refusing to touch
money coming from a plague-affected area.
But the manager accommodated me in
every way. It was decided to disinfect all
the money before sending it to the bank.
Nearly sixty thousand pounds were thus
deposited, so far as 1 can remember. I
advised suchjof them as had enough money
to place it as fixed deposit, and they accept-
od the advice. The result was some people
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became thus accustomed to invest their
money in banks,
The location residents were removed by

" special train to Klipsproot Farm near

Johannesburg where they were supplied
with provisions by the Municipality at its
expense. This city under canvas looked
like a military camp. The people who
were unaccustomed to this camp life were
distressed and astonished over the arrange-
ments, but they had not to put up with
any particular inconvenience. Tused to
cycle to them once every day. Three weeks’
stay in the open air evidently improved
their health. Within twenty-four hours
of their stay they forgot all their misery
and began to live merrily. Whenever 1
went there I found them enjoying them-
selves with song and mirth.

So far as I recollect the location was
put to the flames on the very next day of
its evacuation. The Municipality showed
not the slightest inclination to save any-
thing from the conflagration. About this
very time, and for the same reason, the
Municipality had burnt down all its timber
in the market, and incurred a loss of about
ten thousand pounds The reason for
this drastic step was the discovery of
some dead rats in the market.

The Municipality had to go in for heavy
expenditure, but it successfully arrested
the further progress of the plague, ard the
city breathed freely once more.

CHAPTER XVIII
THE MAGIC SPELL OF A BOOK

The black plague enhanced my influence
with the poor Indians, and increased my
business and my responsibility. Some of
the new contacts with Europeans became
so close that they added considarably to
my moral obligations.
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I made the acquaintance of Mr. Potak
in the vegetarian restaurant, just like that
of Mr. West. One ‘evening a young man
dining at a table away from me sent me his
card expressing a desire to see me. Iin-
vited him to come to my table, which he
did. .
“] am sub-editor of the Critic,”” he said.
‘When I read your letter to the press about
the plague, [ felt strongly moved to see
you. I am glad tohave this opportunity.”

Mr. Polak’s candour drew me to him.
The same evening we got to know each
other and we seemed to hold very closely
similar views on the essential things
of life. He liked simple life. He hada
wonderful faculty of translating into
practice anything that appealed to his in-
tellect. Some of the changes that he had
made in his life were as prompt as they
were radical.

Indian Opinion was getting more and
more expensive every day. The very first
report from Mr, West was alarming. He
wrote: ‘ I do not expect from the concern
the profit that you think there would be. I
am afraid there may be even a loss. The
books are not in order. There are heavy
arrears to be recovered, but one can make
no head or tail of them. Considerable
overhauling will have to be done. Buf all
this need not alarm you. I shalltry to put
things right as best as I can. I remain on,
whether there is profit or not.”

Mr. West might have left when he dis-
covered that there was no profit, and I
could not have blamed him. In fact, he
had a right to arraign me for having des-
cribed the concerns as profitable without
proper proof. But he never even once
uttered a word of complaint. I have, how-
ever, an impression that this discovery
must have led Mr., West to regard me as

credulous. 1 had aimply accepied

Mr. Madanjit's estimate, without caring to
examine it, and told Mr. West to expect a
profit. I feel that a public worker sheunld not
take things on trust and should not make
statements of which he has not mad» him-
self sure. Above all, a votary of truth
must exercise the greatest caution. To
allow aman to believe a thing which you
have not fully verified is to compromise
truth. Iam pained to have to confess that
in spite of this knowledge, I have not quite
conquered my credulous habit for which
my ambition to do more work than I can
manage is responsible. This ambition has
often been a source of worry more to my
co-workers than to myself.

On receipt of Mr. West’s letter I left for
Natal. T had taken Mr. Polak into my
fullest confidence. He came to see me off
at the station, and left with me a book to
read during the journey, which he saidl
was sure to like. It was Ruskin's Unto
this Last.

It was impossible to lay the book aside,
once I had begun it. Tt gripped me, It was
a twenty-four hour’s journey from Johan-
nesburg to Natal. The trdin reached
Durban in the evening. I could not get
sleep that night. I determined to change
my life in the light of the book.

I had not read a single book of Ruskin’s
before this. During the days of my educa-
tion I had read practically nothing outside
textbooks, and after I launched into active
life I had very little time left me for read-
ing. I cannot therefore claim much book
knowledge. I believe I have not lost much
because of this enforced restraint. On the
contrary, the limited reading may be said
to have enabled me fairly to digest what
I did read. Of these books, the one that
brought about an instantaneous and practi-
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cal transformation in my life was Unto this
Last. 1 translated it later into Gujarati
entitling it Sarvodaya (the welfare of all.)

-Lbelieve that.. I .discovered some of my.
deepest convictions reflected in “this great
book of Ruskin and that is why the book so
captured me and made me tmnsform my
life. A poet is one who can call forth the
good latent in the htiman breast. Poeta do
not mﬂuence all alike, for everyone 1s not
evolved in an equal measqre.

THis is how I understood the teeohings

of Unto this La.st

1. The good of the xndlvldual is contami

ed in the good of a.ll
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2. A lawyer's labour has the same value

" as the barber's, inasmuch as all have the

same right of earning their livelihood from
their labour,

3. A life of labour,i. e. of the tiller of

the soil and hendwraftsma.n. is the life
worth living.

The first of these I knew. The second I
had dimly realised. The third had never
ocourred to me. Untothis Last made it as
olear as daylight for me that the second
and the third were contained in the first.
I awoke with the dawn, ready to reduce
these principles into practice.

T‘he Way toﬁHappiness

"By FRANCESCO GAETA

Reader! tell me the truth ! In this month
of September when the symphony of the
summer breeze and the festival of friutage
bhave reached their apogee, you should
surely wish to reconoile yourself with life.
If you are an early riser andif you own a
garden, you probably don your pyjamas
and, in the silence-filled dawn which is

greeted only by the crowipgs .of the cocks

stretching .forth ~their voice, you move
about in your garden planting bulbows
stems and verbenas and sowing violet
seeds. It's a harmonious simplicity which
the complications and dissonances of life
re-conseorate by contrast. _

A little later, the enchantment is gone.
The inexorable hurly-burly of daily rou-
tine, the alchemy of political tiddle-twad-
dle and the incubus of economiocs reappear.

fitel’:;ce ascribable not indeed to any

begins 2&ain the spectacle of -

partioular party or regime but to the pesti-
lential atmosphere around us in which
~everything assumes a terroristic form and
in which he who does not hate puns the
risk of being out-casted. And you, O
Reader! are steeped afresh in polemies,
tasting the metaphysios of pulverulence,
the platonic dislogues of the bsstinade and
all the conflicts of actual life.

Now, only one of these two experiences
can be true. Either you hasten to get baok
into reality, ascribing your matutinal
enchantment to the influence of ogone ; Or
you feel that this enobantmenl: alone is the
reality, that the jnterlude of enjoyment
arising from communion with Nature was
perhaps yours in an anterior life, thatitis
ever pervasive in some region of the globe,
and that between this ananda and yourself
something unnatural has intervened. Well

the second feeling is the trueone. The joy
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which lights on you of a Soptember morn-
ing is the exclusive patrimony of your and
my Aryan race, twisted and profaned in
the Weet by superfluous oonteote After

three or four thousand years, it remains.

still the rule, and not the exception, in that
Eastern land stretching between the

Himalayas and the Indian Ocean, where

even christianity has shown itself purged of
its dross.

Here I hear you interject, “ It's always °

of India that you talk! What are we to
make of & land so absurd, “ with the
Oriental comedy of its external splendour
and the multifold tragedy of its'life-within,
its women surpassingly fair and -surpas-
singly small...love which is no love, musio
which is no music, dances which are only

‘official funetions...... contradiotions - and

incongruities galore, lack of proportion and
lack of symmetry all round ?”

Bravo! Be you informed, then! The
above estimate is only that of an itinerant
globetrotter who has “done” India in a
tourist if not cinematographio sense and

oolleotéd together in a volumie his films in

prose, which are full of arrors ragarding

Brahmainsm and the relative terminology. -
Against this phantsmagoric India stands

the non-fictitious, the immortal. And this
can be studiwd in a sufficiently varied
bibliographic novelty which has become
justly famous in all parts of the world:
The *book contains the theoretical essence
of the Four Vedas, selected chiefly from
the Upanishads, the Brahma-Rutra and the
Bhagavad-Gita. A wonderful book this,—
different from those which we choose with
the taste of people issuing from caserns,
propitious in the worldly sense but delu-
give in the spiritual. Those who know

* Rambles in Vedanta by B. R. Rajam Aiyar
published by 8. Ganesan, Madras,”
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Eng]ish will read off the nine hundred
pages of this book at one litttng

RaJam Aijyar was born in 1872 in Bala-.
gundai in the Madara dxstuot, and he died

*in his twenty-ﬁﬁh yoar. His impressive

face looks on at us with large beautiful
eyes from the frontispiece. A student at .
Madras in the Christian College and then in-

the Law college, he steeped himself in the

study of English poete before he learnt the
poetio works of his own land; with what
originality, his mterpretatmn of Hamlet
would suffice to prove. This great Shakes-
pearean hero, accordmg to him, isnota
morbid figure swayed by events but is

~essentinlly a thinker, dissatisfied with the

prison of the senses, began sorutinising the
significance of crsation. In 1895, one of
Rajam Aiyar's articles attracted the notice
of his future friends who discovered in him
a “rough diamond” and found in him a
“guru” or mastor, He became almost
the sole editor of ‘' Prabuddbha Bharata ™
and published in it all the articles con- .
stituting the present volume. On his death,
this periodical ‘published a farewell notice
which is full of 'instruotion for us: “ The
journal was not started for the” purpose of
monetary gain but for the propa.gation of
truth., Though, throngh the kindnness of
our subscrxbers, the journal was a complete
success as a business affair, yet in the
interest of truth it is our most pamful duty
to bring it to a elose.” ’
The * Rambles,” therefore, has a journa-
listio origin. This fact, together with the
author’s youth and his Western education,
explaine the exuberance of a few pages
which might have expressed more if they
had said less, and accounts also for a
oertain inolination of the author's to
symbolism. But the wholeis a marvellous
revelation, The Upanishadaisc teachings
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are placed in juxta-position with ultra-
modernity, examined on the basis of the
‘Kantian method of criticism and trivin-
phantly testedin the light of the boastful
sciences of today which will never succeed
in uncovering Nature “that indeed is
invested. like Draupadi, with an inexhausti-
ble number of draperies, one beneath the
other and more beantiful too.” The contact
with the Divine bas been realised in this
book by the Hindu genius through a wealth
of imagery which, though Oriental, is only
80 in so far as the Aryan Orient is the
zone of the concentration of poetry.

Why are we so unhappy in 4he West ?

Because the adulteration which our
Aryanism has suffered in the West, has
alienated us far irom God. Him, the
Atman in us, the only Real in us, we have
converted into the Extraneous, the tyrant,
theold man, the Unknowable, the Unat-
tainable. Amongst us, the idea “I am
God” raises only ridicule. In India,on
the contrary, this identity ‘‘aham brahma
asmi” is the sublime connotation of
Wisdom. And thisis the entire Vedanta.

Rajam Aiyar willingly described this as
“ philosophy.” Nevertheless, let us cbserve,
philosophy is system, is the polemical
aspect which knowledge (or Spirit or God)
assumes when it wishes to defend itself
against the Anti-Spirit. The Vedanta
might lend its name to Sankara’s system
but, in itself, it is the alpha and the omega
of all systems. Rajam Aiyar has rightly
taken care to condemn all the systematised
preconceptions about the Vedanta as for
instance, that it is pessimistic or that it is
pantheistic. “ While, according to pan-
theism, God is the sum of all phenomena,
He s the essence of all phenomena, accord-
ing to the Vedanta'.”

The Vedantd 18 the centre of all
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‘religions ” which are, as Rajam Aiyar
says, its adaptations to various stages of
human evolution or, as I would say, its
“ historifications.” Itis easy to see there-
fore that the Vedanta is beneficent through
its excellence. It converts only through
the influence of its prestige: “ Sympathy is
the secret of its victory.” ‘It seeks to
correct not through force but through the
silent magic of its powerful ideals.” “Its
mission is to take man at the stage at
which he is found and to lead him along.”
It proceeds by stages even when it
preaches kindness towards all animals,
vehemently condemns meat-eating and
combats this “ progress of dietetic bar-
barism.”

Let us carefully note that there is a sub-
stantial difference between the beneficence
and kindness of the Vedanta on the one
hand, and on the other the Western princi-
ple of religious tolerance which patronises
irreligion and even gives a place to atheism
amongst religions. Rajam Aiyar is notf an
unconditional tolerantist. He is an
enthusiast for Jesus and in this respect a
worthy follower of the glorious tradition
initiated by Rammohan Roy who restored
the Vedanta and adored the gospels.
Rajam Aiyar recognises the primitive or
rudimentary character of thecults founded
on fear and revenge. He discerns how
much of idolatry exists in the iconoclastic
abstractions of Protestantism. He enunci-
ates that the Vedanta is essentially catholic
and not merely universalistic.

How very close to us is this India,
though far it lies in the East. And how
very foreign to us is this life of pseudo-
civility in which we are struggling, obsti-
nately seeking to unbend our minds on the
same empiric plane of acute tension! The
philosophy of life current amongst us is
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only a series of negations, infinite like a
recurring decimal. Its nature is summed
up by that old ditty in which is described
“the death of the angel of death himself,
who killed the butcher, who killed the ox
which drank the water which put out the
fire which burnt the stick. which beat the
dog which bit the cat which devoured the
kid."

“ And then ?” is the question posed by
personality of Zangwill. And then he
hastens to self-negation ! .

You, O my reader! will prefer to be
guided by an Aryan of the exalted type of
Rajam Aiyar. And he will assure you as
he does in the “ Rambles” that the so-called
struggle for existenco does not exist. The

true * suicide ” consists not indeed in the
meaningless destruction of the body but in
the killing of the false senses of our
existence remaining dissonant and sep-
arate from the MATCHLESS ONE of
whom the Vedas proclaim the glory. Let
us follow the Happiness that is unconfined
and sempiternal, reuniting ourselves with
the BEING of the Universe, who is also
the YEA in that sacred syllable which
together with the triple repstition of the
word * peace” surpasses all our Evvivas,
humbling apd shaming them:

*Om! Shanti! Shanti! Shanti!”
Translated from the original Italian by
L. V. RAMASWAMI AIYAR M. A. B. L.

A ~en—————

Reviews and Notices of Books

ART
RUPAM

I have before me two issues of Rupam,
—the combined 27th and 28th number and
the 20th number. The first of these begins
with a magnificent frontispiece represent-
ing a royal couple taken from Arjuna’s
Ratha, Mahabalipuram. It is a superb
piece of poem wrought in stone by one of
the unknown masters of ancient India.
Fortunately every number of Rupam brings
to us one or two such rare gems of Oriental
Art with an article upon them from the
editor’s pen.

When opening the pages of an art-journal
like Rupam one naturally expects to be
lifted up from ordinary consciousness and
ushered into a heasen of loveliness, beauty
and divinity of form and Bhava not easily
attainablein our humdrum existence. Art,
specially Indian art, is the door leading to
many such planes of subtler and higher con-

sciousness. But most of the writers of
Rupam are mere archeologists and students
of the history of Indian Art. Their articles
naturally bristle with dry arguments on
manuscripsts and archeological finds.
History of 1ndian Art has, of course, its
own value and is indispensable for the
growth of appreciation of Art in India. It
brings to the scholar and the student in us
a mental and intelléctual interest and
gratification all its own.

But history of Art alone is not conducive
to awakening of Art consciousness and
creative faculty in the nation. For that
geers must come whose intuitive sight can
see and language of inspiration can chant
the glory of hidden beauty and Ananda
behind true creation and thus touch the
sleeping psychic soul of the races to blossom
forth in its joy of becoming. So an Art
journal in order to be complete must have
two sets of writers, the scholars and
archeologists as well as the dreamers and
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the poets:' The latter alone can take you
by the hand and help you to enter the

Brahma's Kalpa-Loka of Ananda, a beauty

from which painters paint, sculptors carve
and poeta sing.

Mr. Gangnly, the . edltor of 'Rupam
combines in himself. to some oxtont the
imagination of a poet ag well as the rational
and analytical mind of an_Art- oritic and
- research scholar. When he writes on these
master pieces, he now and then in the

midst of his archeological discourse oan lift -
the mystic veil and giv}e a glimgse into the -
hidden beauty of the Art treasure in ques-’

tion. The date or the archeological details
of this royal couple from Maﬁabalipurain
does not give the reader any clué toits true
Art value, but when we read from the
- editor's pen these or sxmllar lines we really
get an idea of the exquisite poem that the
master sculptor has tried to out in stone.
The Editor writes, “ Ths lines dévelop into
contours, the bontours merge and die away
in dehoacy ofline* * * Theresultis a
fram» of sinuous grace of-stateliness and of

restraint,’ where “human personalities .-
mingle imperceptively with the person- i

alities of gods.” Mr. Ganguly’s intuition
is true. That was indeed an age when
heaven and earth were, in a way, bridged
and Gods and meh “held intimate com-
munion. It was an age when man trans-
oended his mental and physical sphere and
not only rose to but very often lived a wider
and more luminous region of power and
glory. ]

Interesting articles of this number are
“An early Indian Copper Lota in the
British Museum,” by the Editor; ‘ Some
Fresco pa.intings in the Lahore Fort by
Rupa Krishna™; A toilet scene by the
Edltol' and * Ohl Bengal Paintings by Ajit
Ghose”. Porsonslly I have hardly seen
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many good lpoéimons of Benkal Patas. Plate
IV, figures 1, 2, 3 are fine in their own way,

. spevially figure 1——The Sleeper.” Their

unique feature is indeed their complete

freedom from the influence of Moghul Aré.

Mr. Ghoee says in the course of his article
that introduction of -cheap lithographs

killed the old Patas of Bengal. But evident--
. ly this phase of Bengal Art was foredgomed

1o die being the last ripple of an already
spent up force in the nation, the other
causes only hastening the inevitable end.
Living art of a living nation cannot die like
that before it has given all it is born %o
give. No cheap lithograph can replace
such a dynamic art. When it can, it only
“#hows that the psychic soul of the race has
gone to sleep and  what has been killed is
only a deoadant phase of an already dead

‘art.

- In the 29th number of Rupam “The
mathematical basis of Indian Ichono-
graphy ” by E. B. Havel is a thought-
provoking article. The best picture in the
number is “The toilet of Radha™—
Teproduction of an old Kangra painting. It
is charming in its soft delicate sentiment.
Kangra Art is a sentimental art never

rising higher than a certain vital charm.

and beauty. It depiots human drama of

. the heart where Sri Krishna has lost all his

divinity and become quite human for his
Gopies.

BARINDRA KUMAR (GHOSE.

~ LITERATURE

- Laughing Truths
“LAUGHING TRUTHS" by Carl Spitteler,
Transiated by J. F. Muirhead, (G. P

Putnam'’s Sons. London and New York, s

6d).
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This volume preseunts for the first time
to the English reading public a selection
of the prose of Carl Spitteler, the German-
Swiss writer. The sgelection, if not ex-

haustive, is representative, and gives a fair

idea of the versa.ti]ity of interest of the
author and of his frequently acid wit. Oul

Spitteler was born in 1845. These . M&ﬂ'

were oollected in lﬁos,md o displly the
author's mind up to its maturity... Ho

died in 1924, having liveda life in his: ni~ 5

tive land completely devoted, vuhaut poou
niary necessity, to letters. - S
In his early life - Spithler dabbled in,
music, painting and theology. . “Buthe wu
predominantly a poet, “Phe greatest. Ger- -

man post sinoe Goethe,”(ss Rorain Rollamt
says in a short note takon froma speech),

and it was his epic, Olympmn Spring”
(drafted in 1900, completed in 1910) that
won him the Nobel Prize for therature in
1919, when he was seventy-four.
Notmthstandmg the reverence in which
Spitteler was held by many of the best
oritics of Europe, his work never became
popular. He himself,; when for the first
and only time he spoke in public on politi-
cal matbers in December 1914, after the
opening of the Earopean War, said that he
“hbecame better known to his countrymen
by his forty minates as a politician than
by forty years of writing.” The French
Aocademy saluted him in 1915 on his seven-
tieth birthday, but the event was too near
Spitteler’s expression of friendliness to
certain of France’s allies to give it a purely
literary value. It was also too far from his
first birthday to impress Spitteler. He him-
self wrote of such oelebrations thus: “Yes,
indeed, it is a fine idea to have a national
festival of admiration for a single living
individual if only it oame in good time and
sprang spontaneously from a naive over-
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flow of enthusiasm.  On the other hand an
admiration whioh is born_of tho oafondor
which waits pedantically fo¥' ‘& date and az
late a date as: pouﬂ:la at thﬂ,f in or&ir not )

inko‘ oi&. iﬁ !hdﬂ. lﬁ_ org:
‘8 “m' # goppe _'gncums, wudescen
cung sdmimﬁon. whers the’ great age Jf
ﬂle man’ “oelebrated is allowed ‘to'ocunt Bs
uno:mumu oirdiistance that is a truly
‘rancid national fets.........I shail probably
bave along time to wait before the advent
ot the jubilee whick I should really enjoy
&nd in whioh I should gladly play a part. I
‘mvean the jubilee in honour of a great work
immediately after its first appearance.”
The foregoing quotation is typical of
Spitteler's style; a composite of humour
and seriousness evidently regarded by him
as characteriatic, since he called his volume -
“Laughing Truths". The last sentence in
the quotation gives an example of the dlﬂi-
“oulty of eonie times dxscrrmmam:g as to
whother the laugbter overlays the truth,

“orthe truth the laughter. The implication

of human dullness in front of the creations
of art is;,'of _eourse, universally admitted.
At the same time, the assumption of great-
ness is sather glib. What may appear great

“to Spitteler may not appear great to others

just as intelligent as himself. When close-
ly examined, the sentence takes on a -
certain irresponsibility. Itis not a state-
ment, even a laughing statement of a truth
but a pleasant piece of literary jugglery
with it. ] v

In other cases the jugglery is not quite
50 pleasant. The laugh has been forgotten
and in one particular case, of interest to
those who know the facts of Indian life and
of general culture, the truth seems to have
shared the same fate. Writing in favour
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of an “elementary beauty” in art apart
from technique, symbolism, philosophy,
&c-, Spitteler asserts that posterity will
value works “by single beauties in their
subordinate parfs ”, but will accept as a
necessary evii the other ingredients; “it
will consign them to the same limbo which
already harbours Hindoo cosmogony and
symbolism, speculative philosophy, schol-
astic theology, and numerous other artistic
subtleties spun by the human mind when
divorced from the basis of fact. An art
without isolated beaunties, which charm in
and for themselves, is a work of barbaric
peoples or eras. My definite but not very
exact name for it is Vishnuism.” It is
unnecessary to make a detailed exposure
of the falsehoods in this statement. Hindoo
cosmogony and symbology can join spe-
culative philosophy in a smile at finding
themselves still standing after being so
smaftly wiped out. Less obvious but no
less false is the reference to beauties in art
“which charm in and for themselves”. A
moment’s straight thinking will show any
normally intelligent individual that nothing
can exist on this side of the Absolute in and
for itself. If there was not already in the
mind of the individual a preceding capacity
and material for responding to what is re-
garded as beauty, there would be no know-
ledge of beauty. A short course in the
" gpeculative philosophy which he flouted
would have saved Spitteler from the utter-
ance of a considerable amount of clever
foolishness. It is interesting to note that the
last word in western art—eriticism (“The
Modern Movement in Art” by R.H, Wilen-
gki) argues vigourously for the precisely
opposite dogma to Spitteler’s, namely, that
an art based on “isolated beauties” is not
art at all : it is romantic muddling with the

paraphemalia. of art.
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The best things in ‘'Laughing Truths”
are the entirely solemn analyses of the
experience of the creative artist. These
carry conviction. Next to them stand the
bhappy interpretations of nature. The book
will give much pleasure to those who enjoy
the play of the mind and whimsical expres-
sion. But there is something in it (rather
not in it) which prevents it from being “a
great work”. There 18 no necessity there-
fore, to expand a friendly welcome into the
jubilee that Spitteler would anjoy.

JAMES H. COUSINS

P

LOAVES AND FISHES

LOAVES AND FISHES—A COMEDY
IN FOUR ACTS By W.S. Maugham—
William Heineman Ltd. London—3/6.

This is a four-act prose comedy dealing
with modern English society and in it are
vividly portrayed the weaknesses of a few
important types of contemporary society.
The story, the scene of which is throughout
laid in the drawing room of Canon Spratt’s
vicarage at South Kensington, is easily
told. Canon Spratt, a widower with a son
and a daughter tries to inveigle a rich
widow Mrs. Fitzgerald into marrying him,
by pretending to be head over ears in love
with her. She sees through the emptiness
ofhis pretences and exposes him by a ruse.
This is one of the plots of the story. Winnie,
the Canon's daughter takes a fancy to a
socialist enthusiast of East End, by name
Railing who has strong political views and
is the author of a book too! The aristo-
cratic vanity of the Canon cannot permit
him to acquiesce in such an alliance for his
daughter, and he adopts a clever trick to
ridicule the Railing-family’s lowness of
station and want of “high” breeding. Poor
Winnie, unsteady in temperament and too
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much a chip of the old block to reconcile
herself to an East End husband, un-
ashamedly gives up her betrothed Railing
and accepts another who is her father’s
choice. And finally the pompous Canon
who comes to know how he was outwitted
by the rich widow consoles himself by
successfully proposing to Gwendoline
Grant whom he had intended for his son
Lionel!!

The Canon, a self-complacent man, full
of vanity and self-importance, unscru-
pulous and dishonest in his behaviour to-
wards others, ‘a downy old bird” as his
mercilessly frank brother calls him, Winnie
with her fickle mind and doubtful love,
Railing the young Labourite enthusiast
and his family with their removable cuffs(!),
dropped ‘‘aitches” and extra-blunt man-
ners, Mrs. Fitzgerald the rich widow who
corners the Canon into a predicament, are
all well depicted in the play. The story
develops quickly and interestingly enough.
The style is bright and not unoften banter-
ing. We would however wish that the
satirical passages had been less plain and
more subtle. The situations where the
satire becomes too plain and characters

become almost caricatures, lack a certain

amount of naturalness. We have, however,
in fairness to the author, to remember that
the play is a comedy primarily intended to
be acted and not to be read as a “closet”
play.

L. V. RAMASWAMI AIYAR.

e

POLITICS
Russia in 1926

RUSSIA IN 1926:—By R. F. and M. S.
MceWilliams, J. M. Dent and Sons Ltd.
London and Toronto. 3s. 64,
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Russia has not yet lost the romance of
its revolution. The enquiring outsider is
still eager to have as much information as
he can get of the new life in that remarka-
able country. The book before us gives the
story of an adventurous journey under-
taken by the authors, husband and wife,
from Leningrad to Kiev. The authors claim
to have received with an open mind all
that they saw and heard. The impartiality
of their observations is also assured by the
fact that they had no idea of writing a book
when they entered on the journey.

The introductory and the concluding
chapters are from the husband’s pen, while
the mainbody of the book, the impressions
and pen pictures of the various places
visited are written by Mrs. McWilliams.

The introduction gives the main histori-

cal and geographical features of Russia
and her people with a view to point out how
the fate of the colossal experiment in such
a vast country cannot but have its reaction
on the progress of the world at large. Mr.
McWilliams does not seek to hide from the
reader the fact that the pr/evailing system
in Russia is not a free democracy, but
frankly admits it is a dictatorship of the
Proletariat. “The Soviet system which
reads well on paper,” hesays " is so devised
that one per cent of the adult population
which constitutes the Communist Party is
able to dominate the Supreme Council of
the Union, though counting barely ten per
cent of the members of the local Soviets ”,
He does not also deny the expropriation of
individual property, native and foreign, nor
the propaganda carried on in foreign
countries by Soviet agents. These no doubt,
form grounds of complaint for Anglo-Saxon
critics of the Soviet system.

But the main difficulty which Anglo-

Saxons feel in understanding the Soviet
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system, is acoording to the suthor, due to
a fundamental difference of outlook. “The
Bolheviki challenge the whole conception
of personal advancement and profit making,
which has been the mainspring of the
material progress of the race and seek to
eliminate these motives from their economie
life” Thebookis a valuableguide to show
how far the revolutionaries have succeeded
in this aim. o
Mr. McWillims gives in the last chapter
somne of his own conclusions regarding the
achievements of the Boviet system and the
dangets that threaten it in future. " He has
no doubt left in his mind about the absolute
disappearance of the ‘old regime. It is
dead and gone for ever. The return of the
old autocracy he thinks is inconceivable.
" “ Hundreds of thousands of working people
have tasted liberty for the first time in their
history, and however many the orimes of
the present Government the people know
that it is fighting for their interest and not
for the interest of the privileged few. The
Cheka miight be terrible, but no more so
than the secret Police of the Czar. They
will ight to their death before they will
again submit to the old rule”-
‘Another fact that which has weil impres-
sed the author’s mind is. the tremendous
progress made by the Bolsheviks in matters
of social ‘reform and betterment, such as
education, physical training, maternity and
child welfare, health and hygiene. For the
first time in their history, the masses of the
poorer people, we are told, find themselves
' the first care of the (Government and enjoy
advantages scarcely hoiyed for 10 years ago.
But the dangers that threaten the future
of communism, in the opinion of the author,
are economic. The problpm ‘before Ruossia
to-day is, he says,—* can the commpnist
system stand the strain long .enough to
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rebuild the nation, orwill it break down
under the pressure of economic neoces-

sities ?” Communism is primarily an

economic creed, its ptoclaqimediidul being :
“ Prom every man according to his ability ;
to-every man according to his need.” How

* far s that ideal praoticable in this genera-

tion in Russia or in any other country ?
Lenin saw its impractioability in his own
time and had the courage to introduce the
Néw Eoonomic policy, reversing the
origihal. Fresh difficulties have appeared
after Lenin’s death, the main being lack of
capital and the conflict between country
and téwn. peasants and the oity workers.

“ ” The author thinks that the SBovist leaders

will be forced to choose between the loss
of power and surrender of everything which
distinguishes communism from socialism
and the outgome will be a highly sooialised
state. ' L
The more valuable part of the book fs
the  chapters written bg;'l?(rq.»McWilliams.
narrating the story of the journey. The
heading of the different chapters gives an
idea of their content. They are: Entering
Russia, Loning\:ad, Our first day in Moscow,
The Lenin Mauscleum, contrasts, concer-
ning womeu, the Thirst for education, Kiev,
the end of the adventure. The reader
should turn to the graphio pages of the baok
{taelf to know what our travellers saw and
‘heard, in railway teains, hotels, streets,

market places, schools, high offices, how

exastly the life of the Russian masses have

been changed, elevated and revolutionised.-

The pioctures. depioted are realistic. The

" book is of absorbing interest to those who

are watohing the progress of the great
experiment in Russia.

M. R. RAMASWAMI.

——
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The End of the White Man's World
Domina.nce.

THE REVOLT OF ASIA By Ubpton
Close. C. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York.

“Not a ‘rising tide of colour’ theme”
explains the author of “ The Revolt of
Asia”, “but a simple record of more than
twenty thousand miles travel against a
background of intimate association with
men and movements in Pacific (not pacific)
Asia”. This book by Upton Clase (a
pseudonym for Josef Washington Hallp
which the New York TIMES characterized
as so timely as almost to be inspired, is in
truth one of the most enlightened and
enlightening books that has appeared dur-
ing the decade of the post-war period.

“The Asian peoples now wait, a bit
defiantly, to see whether they are to he
driven into militarism, ‘‘this American
author says with significant emphasis.
" Should we (the West) force matters to
that extremity—even though upholding
rights regarded legal, we will have filled up
the cup of the world’s misery.”

His conclusions are practically summed
up in the arresting sub-title *“ The End of
the White Man’s World Dominance ”, and
in that word “world” he includes more than
Asia, as is shown by a rejoinder to an
Englishman residing in Delbi, * God always
provides a way for the Empire. When we
have to leave here—we still have Africa
left.” Upton Close’s comment was more

*serious perhaps than the observation,—
“ But Africa will eventually follow Asia
into revolt if...... the white man's renewed
effort in South Africa to reduce African
and Asiatic to slavery, is not checked.’’

The best chapters of the book concern
themselves with China, which, the author
tells us (ignoring for the moment the Indian
revolution which reached a high point in

1922 with the arrest of Gandhi), has taken
51

399

the lead in the revolt of the entire Orient
He is nearer the truth when he calls China
“the spearhead,” the actual thrust, of the
revolutionary movement of the continent;
and again when he asserts that this self-con-
tained country can carry on domestic strife
and still attend to anti-foreign grudges |

The “stays” of the newborn confidence
with which China faces the modern world
—"“heart and soul as they are, of a resis-
tance that we shall have to face in every
country of Asia’'—are matters for our close
accounting. What are they ? First, the
passing of the gun-boat policy. Second,
the nation-wide anti-foreign animus of the
Chinese, combined with the growing cons-
ciousness of their own power. Third, ‘“‘the
drastic and thoroughly modernized applica-
tion of China’s oldest and most unfailing
weapon—the boycott”, the inherent power
of which has obviously made a profound
impression on this keen student of things
oriental. The boycott and strike combined
makes an ‘“‘economic weapon” which he
declares to be “the most difficult strategy
of all for the Powersto cumbat,” which is
reminiscent of Mahatma Gandhi. He
continues, “It will be their first answer to
foreign encroachment and hostility.” The
fourth factor, making for a new world in
China, he finds to be the military power, a
necessary adjunct to, not the main weupon
with which she expects to overthrow whitse
domination ; but made so generally speak-
ing, in Western dispatches.

An important factor in this overthrow
is the disillusionment of Asiatics (brought
about by the world war) regarding white
superiority. Apropos of this assumption
of “superiority”, the writer asks, “How
shall we analyze this prejudice of the white
mind.” Added to the primitive dread of
the stranger, he replies, there seem to be
fcur definite elements—the pride of culture,
of religion, of political efficiency, and, last
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" w, pride of scientific and mechanical
~ -chievement. “The idea of the racial
- superiority of the white man, started,” he
says ironically, “with the discovery that
they had weapons of destruction which the
Oriental could not withstand.” * Force
majeur in other words, aggravated by a

tactlessness that bordered on boorishness,

characterized Europe’s approach to Asia.
Three types of mind were originally in-

volved in what Upton Close calls the

Europear push on ‘Asia. ‘These were the

pirate, the trader and :fho'._relig“iopd propa-

- gandist, who—after a time became the un-
kuowing agent of his government’s ad-
vance—then came the -imperialist mind

working through the other-thres. Today

this advance has become a stand : and itis

conceivable that the stand may even be-
come a retreat. “A half world, gradually
brought into subservience by the other
half, has at last awakened to its shame and

taken its destiny into its own hands,

Before long (the writer admonishes) all
eyes will turn toward the orient—to the
gathering storm that will mark a turning
pointin world history.”

How his own country will meet the storm
is his ohief concetn, “The initiative rests
on America.” (Too often Upton oclose uses
this term when obviously he means the
United States.) All of which means that the
United States and China confront one
another as leaders and spokesmen of their
respactive countries : whether they are to

lead us on to another world war remains -

to he seen,—Temains, if we are to believe
the author of “The Revolt of Asia”, in the
hands of this countr¥ * Considering the
possibility of such a °f’“ﬁnsenoy he points
out that a triple a_,lllanéo' ‘of China and
Japan with Russia—should euch a thing
cometo pass——would be p&l:tic“hﬂy hostile
to the United States, for this ‘_’°“ntry in his
opinion is the most race-prejudiced nation
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on earth, *“ We must prevent alignment from
becoming alliance,” he counsels, “ must
make unnecessary any resort to hostile
pact for the saving of oriental racial pride.
Like all who have lived in the East this
man recognizes the fundamental orierital
quality of Russia, thongh he also recogni-
zes the force that has driven her into the
armos of the East. *“We must-make of China
and Japan, friends, and demonstrate the
practical expression which (our) enlighten-
od imperialism is prepared to make towards
all Asia. Here is our lead !

But such a lead means recognition of
racial equality, some will protest,—some
who have forgotten (if they have ever read)
their famous Declaration. “Yes,” warns
the writer, “ and Asia will require
that recognition to be one of deeds
as well as words " he points out that
we have come to the end of the
period of exploitation in Asia; more than
that he goes on, we are seeing the

- conscious demand of Asiatics for the con-

trol of their own destiny, which nullifies
the' white man’s responsibility for their
welfare. This was a second thought,
anyway. and basically hypocritical, although

much sincerity has gone into its outwork-
ing.” He asserts that the Western Powers,

with the sole exception of Amerioca, need,
must aceede to the changing status of Asia

for they are not powerful enough to do
otherwise; and America, he adds, will
refuse, on peril of a rising tide of militarism_
that will bode little good for herself or for
the West in general. He quotes Eugene
Chen who claims that attempts to check

‘the haste of the Asian movement by mili-

tary demonstrations will work opposite
results. “Though the boycott would be the
first weapon directed against the Wester-
ner on Asiatic shores, our military expedi-
tions, (Upton Olose assures us) would be
stoutly met.” He concludes:
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) “ We have come fo the end of the wi:ite
man’s dominanoce.

We have come to the Beginning of the

White and the Colored Man’s joint world,
when each shall have control in his own
house and a proportionate say in the
gonera] vonvocation of humanity.

~

Thought for the Month.
WINGS.

A mystic worm, ons summer day,

A worm that dream’d mid creeping things,
‘Was known to stop upon its way

And say, * I wish that I had wings.”

Then all the worms that nearby lay

Laughed long and loud—poor silly things!—
And cried, ¥ Put all such dreams away ;
You're but a worm—you'll ne'er have wings."’

And one grave worm more wise than all, -
(Doctor of Worm Philosophy), -
Shook his wise head and said, “I call

This talk of wings rank heresy.” )

But still the dreamer dreamed his dream :
Whene'er he looked at flying things

He crept more fast, and said, “ It seems

T'll fiy like that when I have wings.”

One day he felt 8o chill and numb,

His body pierced with deadly stings- <
But dreaming still, ¢'er death was come,
Said, “ Surely this will bring me wings.”
To-day I saw on wings of fire

This ocoult dreamer of the dust,

And as it circled glad in air

There came to me this living $rust:

That every dream and fond desire,
These longings strange for better things,

Are not in vain: sometims, somewhsre,

These dreams of ours will end in wings.
Nationalism.

Has Nationalism, which is the chief
spring of action in the Weust, added to the
happiness of humanity at large. Or hasit
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We have come to the time when any
prolonged attempt of any race or nation or
olass or sex to dominate another can only
bring destruction to both.

“ 1t is let live, and live.
It is tolerance, or death.”
BLANCHE WATSON.
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brought with it a train of bad things like
racial- prejudice and antipathy which far
outweigh the good it hWias brought forth ?
These and allied questions have been dis-
cussed at great length by John Dewey, in
the November issue of. The World Tomorrow
Mr. Dewey observes :

Like mos$ things in this world which are effective,

even for evil, Nationalism is a tangled mixture of
good and bad. And it is not possible to -diagnose its

“undesirable results, much less %o.consider wais of

counteracting them, unless the desirable ‘traits are .
fully acknowledged. For they furnish the ammuni-
tion and the armour which aré utilized as means of
offence and defence by sinister interests to make
Nationalism a power forevil. . .

Its beneficent qualities are connected with its his.
torical origin. Nationalism was at least a movement
away from obnoxious conditious—parochialism on
one hand and dynastic despotism on the other. To be
interested in a nation is at least better than to
restrict one’s horizon to ‘the bounds of a parish and
province. Historically, Nationalism is also connected
with the decay of personal absolutism and dynastic
rule. Loyalty to a nation is surély an advance over
loyalty to a hereditary family endued in common
belief with divine sanctions and covered with
sacrosanct robes, Much of superstitious awe and
foolish sentiment has indeed passed over into
Nationalism, but nevertheless the pecple of a sountry
asa whole are surely a better object of devotion than
a ruling family. Except where national spirit has
grown up, public spirit is practically non-existent. In
additio! jstorioal changes, Nationalism

It of oppressed peoples
ination. If one wants




the most potent motive forces in creat-

nalism, one has only to consider the Greece

ty years ag. the Ireland of yesterday and the
“hina and India 6! today.

It is not to the present purpose to consider these
&2ins;but it is to the point that without them
Nationalisin could not be perverted to base ends
The passionate loyalties which have been produced
by struggle for liberation from foreign yokes, by the
sense of unity with others over a stretch of territory
wider than the parish and village, by some degree of
participation in the government of one’s own country,
furnish the material which, upon oceasion, make the
spirit of a ration aggressive, suspicious, envious,
fearful, acutely antagonistic. If a nation did not
mean something positively valuable to the mass of
its citizens, Nationalism could not be exploited as it
is in the interest of economic imperialism and of war,
latent ani overt. Carlton Hayes has convincingly
pointed out that Nationalism has become the religion
of multitudes, perhaps the most influential religion
of the present epoch. This emotion of supreme
loyalty to which other loyalties are unhesitatingly
sacrificed in a crisis could hardly have grown to its
high pitch of ardour unless men thought they had
found in it the blessings for which they have always
resorted to religious faith: protection of what is
deemed of high value, defense against whatever
menaces this value, in short an ever present refuge
in time of trouble.

But institutionalized religion is something more
than a personal emotion. To say it is institutionalized
is to say that it involves a tough body of customs,
ingrained habits of action, organized and authorized
standards and methods of procedure. The habits
which form institutions are so basal that for the
most part they lie far below conscious recognition-
But they are always ready to shape conduct, and
when they are disturbed a violent emotional irruption
ensues. Practices, after they are adopted, have to be
accounted for and explained to be reasonable and
desirable; they have to be justified. Hence, along

with the emotions and habits, there develops a creed,
a system of ideas, a theology in order to “rationalize”
the activities in which men are engaged., Faith in
these ideas, or at least in the catch-words whick ex-
press them, becomes  obligatory, necessary for social
salvation; disbelief or indifference is heresy. Thus
Natonalism starting as an ungestioned emotional
loyalty, s0 supremse as. to be religious in quality, has
;nvaded the whole of life. It denotes organized waya
of behaviour and 3 whole _syste't;u; of justificatory
beliefs and notions appealed fo in”order to defend
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every act labelled “national™ from ecriticism or
inquiry. By constant reiteration, by shaming heretics
and intimidating dissidents, by glowing admiration if
not adoration of the faithful, by all agencies of educa-
tion and propaganda (now, alas, so hard to dis-
tinguish) the pbrases in which these defenses and
appeals are couched become substi'gutes for thought.
They are axiomatic; only a traitor or an evilly
disposed man doubts them. In the end, these rationali-
zations signify a complete abdication of reason. Bias,
prejudice, blind and routine habit reign supreme. But
they reign under the guise of idealistic standards ind
a d noble sentiments.

Any one who rcads the laudations of patriotism
which issue from one source and the disparagements
which proceed from another group must have been
struck by the way in which the same word can cover
meanings as far apart as the poles.The word is used to
signify public spirit as opposed to narrow selfish inter-
ests. When so employed patriotismisa synonym for in-
tense loyalty to the good of the community of which
one is a member; for willingness to sacrifice, even to
the uttermost, in its behalf, So taken, it surely
deserves all the eulogies and reverence bestowed
upon it. But because of nationalistic religions and
its rationalization, the test and mark of public spirit
becomes intolerant disregard of all other nations.
Patriotism degenerates into a hateful conviction of
intrinsic superiority. Another nation by the mere
fact that it is other is suspect; it is a potential if
not anactual foe. Idoubt whether there is one
person ina hundred who does not associate a large
measure of exclusiveness with patriotism ; and all
exclusiveness is latent contempt for everything be-
yond its range. The rabies that exultantly sent
Sacco and Vanzetti to death is proof of how deeply
such patriotism may canker. It extends not only to
foreign nations as such, but to foreigners in our own
country who manifest anything but the most un-
critical “loyalty ” to our institutions. Thousands
upon thousands of the most respectable element in
the community believed they were exhibiting patrio-
tism to the nation or to Massachusetts when they
urged the death of men who wera guilty of the
double crime of being aliens and contemners of our

forms of government.

Were it not for facts in evidence it would be hard
to conceive that any sane-man could parade the
motto: * My country right or wrong.” But, alas,
one cannot doubt that the slogans conveyed the foel-
ing which generally attaches to patriotism. That
public spirit, an active interest in whatever promotes
the good of one’s country, is debased and prostituted
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to such a use, is chargeable to Nationalism; and this
fact stands first in its indictment.

It is a trait of unreasoning emotion to take things
in : mass and thereby to ereate unities which bave
no existence outside of passion. Metz who prldg therixd-
selves upon being “ practical" and “ concrete wo}? d
be incensed beyond measure if they were told tha
the Nation to which they yield such unquestioning
loyalty is an abstraction, a fiction. Ido not mean
by this statement that there is no suqh thing as a
Nation. In tho sense of an enduring hnstor_lchco:lx;-
munity of traditions and outlook in _whxc 1?. e
members of a given territory 'sbare, it is a reality.
But the Nation by which millions swear and for
which they demand the sacrifice of all other loyalties
in a myth; it has no being outside of emotion and
fantasy. The notion of National Honour and the role
which it plays is a sign of what is meant. Individual
persons may be insulted and may feel their honour to
be at stake. But the erection of anational territo-
rial State into a Person who has a touchy and testy
Honour to be defended and avenged at the cost of
death and destruction is as sheer a case of animism
as is found in the records of any savage tribe. Yet
he would be a thoughtless optimist who is sure that
the United States will not sometimes wage a war
to protect its National Honour.

As things now stand and as they are likely lopg to
remain there is really such a thing as national
interest. Jtis to the interest of a pation that its
citizens be protected from pestilence, from unneces-
sary infection ; that they enjoy a reasonable degree
of economic comfort and independence : that they be
protected from crime, from external invasion, ete.
But Nationalism has created a purely fictitious
notion of national interests. If alarge gold field
were located just over the border of Alaska,
thousands of American breasts would swell with
pride, as thousands would be depressed if it happen_-
ed to lie in British territory. They would feel agif
somehow they were personal gainers, asif the Nation
o which they belong had somshow integrally promot-
ed its interests. The illustration is _somewhat. trivial,
But the spirit which it indicates is responmb‘le for
the acquiescence, if not the active approvai, with
which the new Coolidge version of inter_natxongl law
with respect to property rights of American citizens
in foreign countries has been received. For the gist
of his revolutionary edition of international law (if
he says what he means and knows what he means)
is that any property right or property interest of
any private citizen or any corporation in a foreign
country (doubtless with the tacit understanding that
it is not one of the Great Powers) is a National
Interest to be protected when necessary by national
force.

The culmination of Nationalism is the doctrine of
national Sovereignty. Sovereignty was originally
strictly personal or at least dynastic. A.monarch
held supreme power; the country was his proper
domain or property. The doctrine is hnstonca_lly ex-
plicable as part of the transition out of feudahs.m and
the weakening of the power of feudal nobles in the
growth of a centralized kingdom. The doctrine was
also bound up with the struggle of State against
Church and assertion of the political independence
of the secular ruler from the authority of ecclesias-
tics. As historians have clearly shown, the doctrine
of the divine right of kings originally meant that
secular monarchs had at least the same kind of
divine commission as had Pope or Archbishop. But

h tho rise of modern territorial states the idea
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and attributes of Sovereignty passed over from the
ruler to the politically organized aggregate called the
Nation.

In so doing, it retained all the evils that inhered
in the notion of absoiute and irresponsible personal
power (or power responsible only to God and not to
any earthly power or tribunal) and took on aew
potencies for harm.

For disguise it as one may, the doctrine of national
sovereignty is simply the denial on the partofa
political state of either legal or moral responsibility.
It is adirect proclamation of the unlimited and
ucquestionable right of a political state to do what it
wants to do in respect to other nations and to do it
as and when it pleases. It is adoctrine of interna.
tional anarchy; and as a rule those who are most
energetic in condemning anarchy as a domestic and
internal principle are foremost in asserting anarchic
irrespopsibility in relations between nations, Inter-
nationalism is a word to which they attach accursed
significance, an idea to which by all the great means
at their disposal they attach a sinister and baleful
significance, ignoring the fact that it but portends
that subjection of relations between nations to res-
ponsible law which js taken for granted in relations
between citizens, The doctrine is not of course
carried to its logical extreme in ordinary times; it is
mitigated by all sorts of concessions and compro-
miges. But resort to war as the final arbiter of
serious disputes between nations, and the glorifica-
tion of war through identification with patriotism is
proof that irresponsible sovereignty is still the basic
nation. Hence I spoke in terms of the popular
fallacy when I referred to the “right’’ of a state to
doas it pleases when it pleakes. For right ia here
only a polite way of saying power. Itwas usual
during the World War to accuse Germany of acting
upon the notion that Might makes Right. But every
state that cultivates and acts upon the notion of
National Sovereignty is guilty of the same crime.
And the case is not improved by the fact that the
judges of what National Sovereignty requires are not
actually the citizens who compose a nation but a
greup of diplomats and politicians.

Patriotism, National Honor, National Interests
and National! Sovereignty are the four foundation
stones upon which the structure of the National
State is erected. Itis no wonder that the windows
of such a building are closed to the light of heaven;
that its in-mates are fear, jealousy, suspicion, and
that War issues regularly from its portals.

Democracy and Hamanity

The first Democratical form of Govern-
ment was conceived inliberty and dedicat-
ad to the proposition that all men are horn
equal. Bnt our present democracies have
travelled so far from this original ideal
of democracy that they no more show
their kinship to it. The reason for this
degeneration of democracy is the neglect
of humanity which is the ethical basis
of all forms of Government. President Mas-
aryk, in his recent book The making of «
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stata,"holdu the same view. ‘H'ere are the
significant passages.

“The ethical basis of all politiocs is humanisy, and
bumanity is an international programme. It is a new
word for the old love of our follow-men. The word
‘love’ has today come so largely to mean the relation
of the soxes that modern men are chary of using it in

a religious sense. Hence, under the influence of

Bumanism, and its ideal of humanity, words like
bumanity, sympathy and, eventually, altryismy
gained currency in philosophical writings. Bug there
is a difference between Humanism and humanity; for
bamanity is, in reality, nothing but love of our

fellows, though new social and political eonditions -

bhave caused it to be formulated afresh.”

“ Between morality on a big scale and ona small
there is no distinction. It is a false notion that poli.
tical men need take no thought of ethioal principles
when the interest of the Btate iz involved. A man
who lies and deceives in public life will de & liar and
a deceiver in privatelife. Only a decent man will be
dooent in all things. Haveicek judged rightly in
making no distinction~between private and public
morals. No State, no society, can be managed with-
out general recognition of the ethical bases of the
Btate and of politios ; and no State can long stand if
it infringes the broad rules of human morality. The
authority of the 8tate and of its laws is derived
from general recognition of ethiocal principles and

from general agreement among citizens upon the .

postulates of philosophy and life, Once again,
Democraoy is not alone a form of -State and of
administration. It is a philosophy of life and an
outlook upon the world,”

Humanity and Happiness

The funotion of any Govefament is to =0
conduct the affairs of the State as to give
the maximum happiness to its people, And
we referred, in a previons paragraph, to
humanity as the ethiocal basis of all forms
of Government. Then, the question that
naturaliy suggests to any one is] Whether
humanity serves that purpose. Here are the
views of two eminent philosopher critics,
Mr. clutton Brock who was for a number of
years the editorof the Times Literary Sup-
plement and Deanr Inge who is famous
as an author of delightful essays,

Mr. Clutton Bick observes :

“Humanity is, or will be, men in a right relation

ith each other, as beauty is things in a right rela-
ri:m with each other; but the realation that makes

humanity is one altogether right ; and how are wo to .

find the test or proof of this rightness ? That is the
question men have always answered wrongly; they
have note dared {o say that happiness is the test, the
symptom, of this rightness, .

« Often they bave blindly pursued happiness for
themaselves alone, and have done so—as it seemed to
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them ~aguinst their own consoiences, not know
that they could not pursue happiness for thumelvn:
Shecasateon ahoss - ynebey could play lawn taais by
r one ; the lone uit of it ves
that they do not know-what it ‘x:m pro

* And finding that they could nos pursue- it alone
and get it, they have despaired of it {ltogethor. and
have told themselves that it is not to be pursued.
Denying it to themselves they have denied it $o
others also ; they have never seen that they can get
it for themselves only by giving it $o others. N

*Life is hard for us all ‘and full of snares and
temptations. One man fails in one way, another in
another; but we all fail, and we have no right to0 say
that another man’s: or another nation's, failure is
worse than ourown. We have no right to put any
man or nation outside the pale; we aro not gods with
the right or power of damnation, but men, with the
common promise of humanity to which none of us
yot has attained, or can attain without the help of

Y|

“ If we would attain tohappiness and to a Christian
technique, we must govern our behaviour to each
other by the axiom that no man is to be judged by
his past ; that we can help each other $o freedom, to
life in the resent, to the creative power latent in
ourselves, by forgiving always, not with ceremony,
as if we wore doing something unraturally good, but
as a matter of course and with a smile, as a mother
forgives her child; as the father forgave the son in
the parable; as people forgive each other in the
oﬁeraa of Mozgrt. They are comio operas, becanse
all the people in them are absurd, like mankind ; but
they are comedy that surpasses tragedy in its beauty
because thefr laughter ends in forgiveness, being the
laughter of men, not at, but with, each other,

“And is not that laughter a thousand times more
serious and profound than our fits of righteous indig-
nation, when we forget our own sins for thinking of
the sins of others? Those fits are frivolous, because
any theory, of the universe reduces them toabeurdity.
If there is no meaning in the universe why are we
angry? But if it has meaning, then we are all
children of our Father which is in Heaven; and
which of us is not absurdly inadequate to that
lineage ?

“But always it is said we muat not sncourage the
evil.doer; we must make an example of him. We
have been making an exampls of him for ages, but
with little success ; and even if it were good for him,
i§ is not good for us. ‘Spare the rod and spoi) fhe
chlld.‘ Mr, Dooley, T think, added the comment
that, if you don’t spare the rod, you spoil the parent.

* We might now {ry to be a little less self-sacrific-
ing in this matter of punishment, might think of our-
selves and our own characters more than of the
characters of the criminals whom we labour so vain!
toreform. Wao have built up a society,on fear an
punishment, and then we wonder that we are as far

happiness as ever; or we have told ourselves

that happiness can never be ours, that we ought not -

oven 0 aim at it. But Is not that blasphemy, the
only true blagphemy, as being a denial of the good
ness of God? In it mot possible that, if we really apd
consistently aimed at happiness, we might discover
whai it is and #0 at last achieve 1t ™

Here is the opinion of Dean Inge as ex-
pressed in his: concluding paper on The
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- training of the reason in Bs recent book

‘The Church in the World *.

“We have especially to remember that there isa
real danger of the modera Englishman being cut off
from the living past. Scientific studies include the
earlier phases of the eartb, but nat the past of the
human race and the British people. Christianity
has been -a valuable education in this way, especial.
ly when it inocludes an intelligent knowledge of the
Bible. But the secular edacation of the masses . is
now so much severed from the stream of tradition
and sentiment which unites us with the older civilisa.
tion, that the very language of the Churches is be.
coming unintelligible to them, and the influence of
organised religion touches only a dwindling
minority.

* And yot the past lives in us all; lives inevitably
in its dangers, which the accumulated experience of
civilisation, valued so slightly by us onits spiritual
side, can alone help us to surmount. A nation, like
an individual, must ‘wish his days to be bound each
to each by natural piety.’ It, too, must strive to
keep its memory green, to remember the days of old
and the years that are past. The Jews have always
had in -their sacred books a mangnificent embodi-
ment of the spirit of their race; and who can say
how much of their incomparable tenasity and inera-
dicable hopefulness has boen due to the education
thus imparted to every Jewish chiid ?

“ We need a Bible of the English race, which shall

be hardly less sacred o sach stcoseding gener ation -

of young Britons than theOld Testament is to the Jows,
England ought to be, and may be, the spiritual home
of one-quarter of the human raoe, for ages after our
task as a World Power shall have been brought to a
successful issue, and after we in this little island
have accepted the position of mother to nations
greater than ourselves, ;

“I am not suggesting that the history and litera-
tures of other countries should be neglected, or that
foreign languages should form no part of education.
But the main object is to turn out good Englishmen
whomay continue worthily and even develop further
a glorious national tradition. To do this we must
appeal constently to the imagination, which Words.
worth has boldly called ‘reason in her most exalted
mood,” We may thus bring a litgle poetry and
romanoe into the monotonous lives of our hand
workers. It may well be that their discontent has
more to do with the starving of their spiritual nature
than we supposs. For the intellectual life, like
divine philosophy, ia mot dull and crabbed, as
t.ooln suppose, but musioal as is Apollo's lute,

“Can we end with-a definition of the happiness and
well-being, which is the gosl of education, as of all
else that We try to do ? Probably we oannot do better
than accept the famous definition of Aristotle, which.
however, we must be careful to translate rightly.

‘fHappix_xeu, or well being, is an activity of the soul

directed toward excellence, in an unbampered life.
Happiness - consists in doing rather than being; the
aotivity must be’ that of the soul--the whole man
aoting as a person; it must be diredted towards ex.
cellenoce—not exclusively moral virtue, but the best
work that we can do of whatever kind; and it must
bo unhampered. We must be given the opportunity
of doing the best that is in us to do. To awaken the
soyl; to hold up before it the images of whatsoever,
things are true, lovely, noble, pure, and of good
report ; and to remove the obstacles which stunt and
oripple the mipd :

History and humanity

The verdict of history, the highest tribu-
nal who silently watches the douings of
nations and governments, is again on the
side of humanity, This was besides, the
burden of the inaugural lecture on history

. 8o recently delivered by professor G. M.
- Trevelyan at the Cambridge university.

We extract the foilowing significant para-
graphs from his stimulating addregs.
* “Ibelieve that the truth about the past,” if taught

~orrtead with broad human sympathy, can give a
"noble education to the mind of the student, not only
in politios, but in all kinds of civic and social rela.

tionship, and even in the domain of personal,
religious, and ethical ideals. History does not make
men Guelphs or Ghibellines, But if rightly studied
it makes them better Guelphs or better Ghibellines.
“H-wrongly studied it may end in filling thestreets
with blood, and the countryside with trenches and
bursting shells. The war of 1870. was aacribed by
some to the historical writings of Thiers, and the
groater catastrophe of our own era to those of
Treitschke. There was probably an element of truth
in these charges. But, if rightly tavght, the annals
of mankind cultivate a more intelligent patriotiam
-that respects the olaims of tthers. .

‘The ultimate source of happiness

There are times at which individuals as
well as Governments for all their broadest
humanity suffer from serious depression.
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Then they have to surrender their soul to
the will of the Almighty. By so doing, they
will comeforth, provided with an armour
that is proof against all kinds of depression.
The November number of The Science of
Thought Review has the following inspiring
paragraphs on the subject.

Depression, from whatever immediate or exciting
cause arising, is largely due to weakness of will. Itis
due to the fact that the true ego or governor is not
in full command. We all know that in the use of
self-suggestion and similar practices, and also in
prayer, the will must be held in abeyance, but in
spite of this, the fact remains that there can be no
stable, healthy condition, either of mind, body or
conduct, without a strong will that is ever pressing
forward to greater strength, growth and development
We, ourselves, must be in complete control of our
thoughts emotions, habits, and everything that
makes up our personality and which composes a
steadfast, stable character. The true Ego must rule
completely and be entire master of the situation.
The only surrender the will can afford to make is to
God. But this surrender of the soul and the will to
God does not weaken the latter in theslightest degree.
It is still the martinet that it should be to every.
thing under its control ; indeed, it becomes stronger
than ever, because it is reinforced by the power of
the Omnipotent Will of the Lord or Jehovah. A
simple illustration may help at this point.

The first mate on board ship has to be a strict dis-
ciplinarian, otherwise his life would be full of trouble
and the successful conduct of his work quite impos-
sible. The efficiency of the whole ship rests upon his
shoulders. He must be sure of getting his orders
carried out without any hesitancy whatever. His
will must be law, or the safety of the ship and all
lives would be in jeopardy. But, although the mate
exacts implicit obedience to all underneath him in
rank, he yields his will to that of the Captain. What
the Captain says, he, the mate, carries out. This
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yielding of the mate’s will to the will of the Captain
does not weaken the former in the slightest degree.
The lower ranks have still to obey the mate's orders
Indeed they are the more willing to obey them

* because they know that behind the mate

stand the Captain and all the weight of law and
order. It is precisely the same with us. We have
“down below " a complex crew which, if governed
aright by a steadfast ** will,” work together harmo-
niously for our good. But if our commaud weaknes,
if our * will” ceases to operate and be master, then
the most distressing results will ensue. Like the
mate on the ship we give in to the Captain (the
Captain of our salvation) and we carry out his orders
but all below us must obey our commands, they must
bend to our will.

No matter, then, what the immediate cause of our
depression may be, it is always due to a slackening
of will-power, If we are depressed through difficulties
and troubles, then it is because we are discouraged.
And the reason we are discouraged is that our
will-power has slackened. If a steam locomotive
engine has a full head of steam it can pull its load up
a steep gradient without faltering; but if the fire
has been neglected, then it will fail, because of in-
sufficient steam. [t is the same with us, we falter

" and become discouraged because the “ will,” which

corresponds to the steam in the boiler of the loco -
motive engine, has become low.

LEAFAGE.
BY RICHARD WHITWELL.

Treetops stirring with music
Dancing in the wind,
Each leaf a song out-pouring
Of its own true kind.

Thought-leafage of our heart
Motionless as air,

Till touched by the breath of love
To music everywhere.
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The most sxhanstive snd comprehansive collection
of 1003 Sayiags srranged and classified into Chsptsae.

WORKS OF SWAMI RAMAKRISHNANDA

Complete works Vol. 1. (Reduced Price.) Rs. 1/e
8ci Krishns, The Pastorsl sad The Kingmsker, end Search after Heppiness Eack As. 13-
True Soul of Men and Wisdom and Devotion., Eack As. 4/-

WORKS OF SWAMI PARAMANANDA

Daily Thoughts .nd Praysrs, Leathcr Re. 4,
The Vigil, Soul's Secret Door snd Rhythm of Life, Price, Bach, Flexible, Ra. 3/- Cloth. Rs. 2-8/-
Vedants in Practics, The Way of Pesce and Blessedness, The Path ol Dovauel.
Upanisheds and Gits Cloth Bound, Eack Re. 1.13]-
.. @piritual Healiag, Phb sad Vedie ldesliem, Concentration and Meditation, Christ ud Orsiesntsl
- ‘Idesls, Self-Msstery, Crestive power of Silence, Faith ss 8 Constructive Fores, Reincarnation
‘and Immortslity, Besre? of Right Activity, and Emerson aad Vedaats. Clah Baui Kachk, R& 1.8-

-VEDANTA KESARI

A High Class mim ssd Philosophicsl Monthly ur Precticsl Vedsats

‘ setting forth the lofty teschings of Sri Ramakrishas sad Swami Vivekassads.
- Anwwal Subscription: Ialend : Rs. 3/. hnipci 8-0r8 2
A’}l’ Jor- Catglogue ond other Posticxlars :

* To The’ Manager, VEDANTA KESARI, Mylapore Madras.

"AMRUTANJAN

25 Years of increasing sales prove that Amrutan-
jan is the only Indian Pain balm used in

N
."m UYRRAN millions of homes.

\Nu Ty e

| CURES ALL
ﬂr::;;; uchu, pains, swellings, sprain, stiff joints, cold,

cough, cut bruises, chiblains, rheumitism,
!%}Hg, .- backache and a host of other pain troubles.

‘Costs 10 annas Per Tin and Rs. 6-4-0 Per
Dozen. Sold Everywhere .

- AMRUTANIAN DEPOT

4 MADRAS AND

It certainly

DOMIAY

LIFE OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA
With & Foreword by Mabstma Gandhi

A comprehensive chronolog:cal account of the Mutcn wonderful life,
compiled from various authentic sources.

COMPLETE IN ONE VOLm oF DEMY T7¢ PAG”
WITH ONE m.cowmtm AND BEVERAL m'-mﬂ PORTRAITS.
Highly spoken of by the Indian and English Press.

Price, Board Rs. 5; Cloth Rs. 6/8.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

3

~ Hs COMPLETE WORKS in seven volumes: Board Ra. 3 sach. Oloth Rs, 8-8 oach,

Do. Index As. 10; FROM COLOMBO TO ALMORA Ras. 3; KARMA-YOGA As, 12;

'BHAKTI YOGA As. 12: JNANA YOOA Rs. 1-8; RaAJA Yoaa Rs. 14 EAsT
AND ‘WEST An. 10; MY MASTER As. 6.

8SRI Rnuxnxsmus TRACHINGS (Mainly edited by Sister Nivedita), in [ parta.
Board, each Re. 1; THE LIFE OF THE S8WAMI VIVEKANANDA, Complete in °
four Volumes. Popular Editiun. Rs. 2.5 each; SRIMAD BHAGAVAD GITA, Text,
Eng. Translation, Paraphrase, aud Notes by Swami Bwarupananda. Cloth

Re. 2-8; VIVEKA-UHUDAMANI of 8ri SBankars, Text, Eng. Tunclct&on and
Noten, by Swami Madhavananda (Board)Rs. 2.

PRABUDDHA BHARATA.

A High Class religious monthly (31st year). Annual Subscription Ras. 3.
For Catalogue of books and photos please apply to
THE MANAGER, PRABUDDHA BHARATHA,
182-A, Muktaram Babu Street, CALCUTTA.

The Pristine Christia'n"

A Monthly Magazlne devoted tp making Life Joyous
through the TRUTH in Basic Christianity, Christian
Mysticism, Psychic Phenomena.

Worth its Weight in Gold!

ONE DOLLER AND FIFTY CENTS brings it to you
ONE YEAR; or send three subscriptions $ 4.50, and
get your own subscription FREE. Limited offer.

SAMPLE COPY 25 cents )

Address Dept. Ct., nearest Office
3324, Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, Penna, U S. A.
3335, West Munroe St., Chicago, 111, U. S. A.
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GANDHI LITERATURE

It has long been my desire to collect and publish in book
form as much possible of Mahatma Gandhi's writings and
speeches as are now lying scattered in various periodicals, his
own as well as those of others. Thanks to Mahatmaji’s
permission and blessings, I have already brought out two
volumes of Young India, the second volume having been but
just issued. I bave made arrangements similarly to collect
and publish in book form in English and other languages
Mahatmaji's writings in Navajivan, Indian Opinion, and in other
periodicals in so far as they are available. My intention is to
give permanent shape to everything relating to Mahatmaji's
life, feelings and thought.

Thanks to the co-operation, at considerable personal
trouble to themselves, of the members of Mabatmaji's
Ashram, it will be my privilege to publish shortly Babu
Krishna Das's SEVEN MONTHS WITH MAHATMAJI, a book
giving valuable glimpses of Mahatmaiji's life by one whose
good fortune it was to serve Mahatmaji as his principal
Private Secretary at the time. Another book that will follow
it, is Babu Rajendra Prasad’'s WITH GANDHIJI IN CHAM-
PARAN, throwing light on Mahatmaji's untiring labours in
the cause of the oppressed in that district.

My idea being to make the publications available to as
wide a circleasdesiresthem, the books will be priced as cheap as
possible. The price as at present worked out will be approxi.
mately Rs. 2 forevery 500 pages double crown size unbound. Iam
working out a scheme which would make it possible for those
who are prepared to buy all the volumes as they are published
to get them even cheaper and I shall publish the details as
soon as they are ready.

In order to enable me to produce the publications as cheap
as possible, I request intending purchasers to communicate to
me their desire to purchase the volumes so that I might esti-
mate the number of copies required with tolerable accuracy.

5th Sept. 1927. } 8. GANESAN.
Triplicane, Madras, Publisher.
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' " British Army Blankets (Pure Wool)

The Best Valuei Obtainable. Available in Two Grades.
. No Rags or Patchgd Goods.

Ist Grade Special Quality Blankets | | 2nd Grade Blankets with repair.

without repairs. All with bound Careful Darns only. No Patches. All

ends. 60" x 90" R B with bound ends. 60" x 90"
Rs. 3—11—0 each. | Rs. 2—11—0 each.

-

1st Grade Rs. 180=0=0 per bale of 50
2und Grade Rs. 134=0=0 ,, ,, .
- Delivery free at any stdtibn'
Imported and paéked from London with foreign seals.
. Immediate Deiivery |
Local Agént_,s Wanted in All Parts of India.
~ Terms cash or 25/ Advance for V. P P.
Don't’u'liss the oépo’rtdﬁiti For furtheé_part.joﬁla‘r& apply: —

Manager. “
N
The British Blanket Co.

16, Daria Mahal, Bombay.




D!

)4

PAS

YOCDC

h

JUST PUBLISHED

THE WEST

A STUDY

By Dr. K. Kunhi Kannan. MA.. I'h. D

This book is an understanding criticism of life n the West in many o
its aspects by one who visited the West ovhsessed wih almiration for
its jdeals aned methods. Tt is. therelore, by 0o means a prejudiced
atturk or a earping criticism of the Oveident nor i it a sensation-
mongering  account ob the frailties and foibles of lite out there. Tt is
an understanding study of conditionis it dhe West by an observer at once
Leen. critical and sympathetic. [t depicts he best side of life there notes the
worst side as well and shows how the virtnes and vices of the Westare just
the pruducts, many of them, of the environment in whih the poapic ot the
West live moye and have their being. Every vital aspect oof e o surveyiad
—-education, art. religion | newspapers. recreation, hosels | the place o

women. the growth of machineryand enterprise, the organisaton of labour
and capital : the functioning of political parties and of their relation to
government-and the future of democraey in the-h;ﬁ‘t nf what is bhappening,
Uw«e shjects are studied and dmuswd xﬁﬁmhfum tﬂ tht‘nbtams in the
Faﬂz, and Iﬁ' m the W'e'tt s f@nﬂy Wahmt!& & Rx fwm‘rsg on the
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