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For Reliability, Durability and Cheapness
IN
HARDWARE AND BUILDING MATERIALS

A. V. Venkatakrishna Iyer,

SENIOR PARTNER OF MESSRS. A. V. V. M, EASWARAN & CO..

al

- ‘ig Bazaar, PALGHAT.
- IMPORTER OF CONTINENTAL GOODS

=

| OURS THE BOUSE FOR
Copper, Yellow Metal Sheets,
Hardware and Bell Metal Vessels,
Screws, Pick axes, Pit Saws,

Iron and Steel Rods
Round and Flat.

=

We supply Rolled Steel Beams, Flats, Rounds and Squares,

Galvanised Iron Corrugated and Plain Sheets, Pipe Fittings.

. Cast Iron Rain Water and Soil Pipes and Fittinge, Expanded

Metal, Wire Netling, Barbed Wire and Fencing Materials,

Mamooties, Pickaxes, Wire Nails, Paints, Oils and Varnishes,

+i Corrosive Paint, Coal Tar, Portland Cements, Etc., Ftc.

" shall be pleased to send on request our monthly price
. regular and constant users of hardware materials.

Send us your enquiries for anything in the building maternials
line.

A.V.VENKATAKRISHNA IYER,

Big Bazaar Telegrams : "*AYYAPPAR " PALGHAT.
9,

" When w‘r'itringptAo Advertisers, please mention The Scholar.




A Ch01ce Selection of Text-Books

— FOR THE -
INTERMEDIATE EXAMINATION 1928.

: = FBr—=

l'THE COMPLETE MINOR POEMS

Containing Tennyson’s Enoch Arden, Gray's Elegy, Arnold’s
Rugby Chapel, Wordsworth's Solitary Reaper edited with

text exhaustive and clear notes, general and special introduc-
tion, summary, Paraphrase etc., by R. Ramani, M.A. Rs. 1 = 4
EXHAUSTIVE AND CLEAR NOTES ON

PAGE & RIEU'S MODERN ENGLISH ESSAYS.

Complete with critical introduction summary, essays, sagges- - Sr.
tive questions etc., by R. Ramani, M. A, Rs. 1-4. Af“‘ "\
RUSKIN'S SEASAME & LILIES g

Comprising Text, thorough and exhaushvd notes, g Wﬂmﬁd\ga"

special introductiom, summary, analysis and other features by

A. N. Parasuram of Pachayappa's College. - Rs 1~ 4 . 1 -
: A CRITICAL STUDY OF ALL THE NON-DETAILED -~
! . TEXT BOOKS-

Containing summary, topical essays, character sketches, model

questions etc., by Ramani M.A. & K- Satchidanandam M A+ Re. 1,

1927.

A Critical Study of all the Non-detailed Text-books (Rob Roy Round
of Tales & Stories of the Victorian Writers) by R- Ramani, M-A: Re: |+
Full Notes on Lobban’s English Essays by M- V. Venkateswaran Re. I+
Text Examiner on all the Non-detailed Texts by E: R- Empson M- A. I

Lecturer in a First Grade College

»

As. 6
Text Examiner on Merchant of Venice by the same author As: 8
Text examiner on Ruskin's Sesame & Lilies As- 8

A namber f Ex~ellent Study-helps for English,

| Physics & Chemistry, History & Logic available,
SEND FOR FREE DETAILED LIST.

Special Terms offered to Readers of Ghe Scholar.

Rochouse & Sons.
Publishers & Book-sellers, Baker Street, MADRAS.
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Ayurvedic

uterine tonic. (Price per phial

ever. (Price per phial Re. 1 o

phial (Re. 1 —8 as. only.)

Can be had at

B PN B P A R P s B P~ B P BB P T P B A 21T

Asokarishta A boon to our ladies.

‘ Basamrita The best remedy for coug
tis, chest complaints and whooping cough

Sarvadi Kashaya The famous Blood

And other Patent and Sastric Preparations

Messrs. A. K. V- & BROS.,
Melarkode Post, PALGHAT,

Messrs. M. S. BROS..

&QMM&M&M&%&M@M&MQMQQWWD

KAVIRAJ B. L. SEN’S

Genuine and Highly Efficacious

Medicines,

A very powerful
Re. 1—0 as. only.)

hs, colds, Bronchi-

» with or without
nly).

Purifier per

Puthur, PALGHAT.,

Andhra Ayurvedic Pharmacy Ltd.,
19 Harris Road, Mount Read, Madas.
The most reliable house for genuine

Sastric Ayurvedic remedies,
Awarded first class Gold medals
and certificates everywhere from

COLOMBO TO HARIDWAR

Founded by Dr. A. LAKSHMI PATHI

B. A. M. B. & C. M. Bhishakratna.
TKRY OUR

@nyavanapra~a—Stimulating expector,

ant respiratory antiseptic general tonic ang

tissue builder in wasting diseases.

4 0z. Re. 1 1 1b. Re. 3

Sidha Makaradwaja—General tonic
1, aphrodisiac antisyphilitic and cardiac tenic

¢ i bottle Rs, 5

? Bringamalaka Thailam—Mosteffective

?remedy for excessive heat, head-ache, eye.

PN Ry N~ A P B AN BB P B A P

diseases and brainfag.

|
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THE

Palghat Town Bank Ltd

PALGHAT.
(Fstahlished 19:23y,

Office : Sultanpet, Palghat,

Share value Rs-25 payable in5
instalments in equal sums, i. e., Rs, 51?
with application, Rs. 5 on allotment ?
and Rs, 5 for three calls each. Loansé
are issued on gold and other solvent {
securities.

Current Accounts are opened.
Savings Bank deposits and Fixedp
eposits received. Rules can be had{
on application. The public is request,

4 0z, Re. | I'lb Re.3 led to encourage our local concern.

Catalogue free on application.

V.KRISHNASWAMI], B.A,

Manager.

ke

Advertiser

K. P. Unnikanna Menon, ;‘i

Managing Director®

R B ANARRY A A B N R e~y A~

please mention The Scholor,
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Carat Rolled pocket watch (regd.) with stamped guarantee on the
dial for five years costing Rupees Five, You will get one “C”
regd. Time Piece free of all costs. Thisis a generous offer.
Order now and enjoy the offer. This offer is only limited. The
2 best time keepers. Price with free offer Rupees Five only.

WRITE TO

CAPTAIN WATCH Co.,
Post Box 265, :: Madras.

B T e Y —— Y=Y oaonco:z::vmcooc::g;oq?ﬁ
. Offer Free j
| Free Offer i
) “C" REGD. Y
B Time Piece Time Piece ﬁ

FREE. Given Free. ﬁ
ﬁ TO every one o;dering for one Packet “TARA" leyer ‘8 ﬁ

|

X THE
New Minds for Old. INDIAN EDUCATOR

MADURA.

If you are being held back by ] kditor— :
V. Aravamuda lyengar B.a .L.7T.

brain-fag, poor memory, dull A Cheap Popular Educative High

| imagination, nervousness, lack Class Monthly
Patronised by the educated public

Recommended by District
Educational Officers, Eminent
Frofessors and Experienced

=D 0CINETTI, 0N £ DML

aof initiative, lack of concentra-

tion or other drawbacks to suc-
cess. ‘‘Power of Will" by Dr.

0T DO EI 00 D0 10D (L0 1TTICHETTo0 $E HETTmN 0N 0C00 R0 =M o

2 Haddock can quickly give you Educationists.
an entirely new mind. Lor wse in
0 Price Rs. 9-12 (Post paid). Schools and C-ollegfes, Clubs
and lerarle’\

The Latent Light Culture,
TINNEVELLY, o8 (S. India).

Patronage of all solicited,
Annwad Subseripteon Ree 12120

°Y 00
£,0E90060EDIEN

CIED0 AED0 M 0E 0EM I = - M SED0 3. ce 8D N OEDNIEDLIEDICI0 v
When witing to Advertivers, please niention the Scholar,



22 kt. Rolled Gold
WRIST WATCHES,

Note : Stamped guarantee!
of ten years on the dial.

S ALE PRICE
EACH Rs. 7.
This offer is really unique—only a few more.

Any design, any shape or any kind is g.iven_

Each Watch is supplied with fine SILK STRAP FREE

Gives correct time and guaranteed for ten years

Write Now:—
SWAN HOUSE,
b B 508,

c quk T"W“- " Madras

The Uvnited I;dié Life Assurance Co. Ltd.,

Head Office MADRAS Estd. 1906,
Chairman: Sir M L T. MUTHIAH CHETTIAR, Kt, M. L A
LATEST PRESS OPINION. ‘
“We would have liked to review the position of the United India
in th's series which is otherwise more or less complete-
figures available in the Blue Book for 1923, we could not get
figures; but the company is one of the strongest, soundest, b
and most enconomically runin India: We know we are using a strip
of superlatives, but a Company which has an expense ratio of only 165
per cent and a ratio of lapses of Total Assured sum of 3'8 per cent—
which discloses a Surplus of Rs. 1,34,674 against a Life Fund of
Rs. 12,60,508 and whose progress in every respect is asteady and sure
one deserves to be recognised in the forefront of Life Offices.” —The

“FORW ARD"” Anniversary Number, dated 26th October, 1925.

Beyond the
at the latest
¢st managed

For copies of Prospectus, ete., please apply to

K. S. GOPALAYYA, Manager.

India expects

every man

to do his
So does

duty V7,
S The Madras

Pencil Factory.

ENCOURAGE INDIAN INDUSTRIES

Oar Countrymen :—

It is said that a Country's progress is reflected by the
number of Chimney tops one sees.  Pray, pause to think how
many you can count in this country of 1,800,000 square miles
with a teeming population of 335 millions. In the struggle of
existence each country tries to provide its own wants and the
surplus, if any, is sent to foreign markets. Our own country, it
has to be said to our regret, depends for all its wants from
outside sources.

Whether this is a healthy state of affairs is to be decided by
our Countrymen. The remedy is in their hands namely to
foster new industries and to help the existing ones. This
industry coming under the latter category is commended to your
kind attention and patronage,

THE MADRAS PENCIL FACTORY,
P. Box. 86, MADRAS.

When writing to Advertisers, piease mention The Scholar,

When writing to Advertisers, please mention 7he Scholar.



Scientitic Apparatus

Physical, Chemical

& Biological
FOR

Schools, Colieges
& Industries.

We Stock: High Class and accurate
Instruments from the foremost
makers in distinguished

varieties

We Offer: High quality goods

consistent with lowest prices.

A Trial Order is Sure to Convince You!

For particulars apply to

LABORATORY SUPPLIES Co.,"

THE LEADERS IN THE LINE

SINGANNA NAIK STREET, MADRAS.

When writing to Advertisers, plesse mention The Scholar.
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I DON'T MISS THIS GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY

,’CONSIDERABLE REDUCT!ION IN PRICES

I

PATRES T2\

@ U
m GnLL AT g,
; V. K. R VENKUIER & Bros. |
?"} GENERAL PIECE-GOODS WAREHOUSE. ?

Big Bazaar, :: PALGHAT. A
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Wholesale Rates for Retail Dealing®NGg,_

Terms Strictly Cash ﬁ
Pricés Fixed and Cheap. ]

IR,

o

Fresh Consignments Just Arrived.

em ey,
=5

ice Wear:- Mulls, Grey Mulls, Kora Mulls, Silkk-Cloths etc.
rdinary Wear:- Dhoties, Veshties, Khaddar, Swadeshi.

==ty 12
© =

inter Wear:-~ Shawls, Rugs, Mufflers, Flannels, Fancy,

P~
<

Towels etc.

g Shirtings:- Long Cloth, Twills, English and Mill Stnped
4 Plain and Coloured, Sallulore, Flannel.

|
il Coatings:- Holland, Buckingham & Carnatic Mills, Military’;

T

? and English Cheques, Tussore, Sun- Proof, Serges.
¢ NAVY BLUE

! CANVASS & OiL CLOTHS OF,DIFFERENT VARIETIES.

=
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VAIDY A RATNA PANDIT D. GOPALACHARLU'S

JEEVAMRUTHAM

(REGISTERED) |
Best Nervine Tonic and Soverign Remedy for nervous debility. An
‘unfailing tonic in cases of nervous exhaustion. Most useful for students, -
Brain Workers, and for all in general. It is unequalled in restoring Vitality
to the System and in removing physical degeneration resulting from any
cause whatever. Bottle Rs. 3---4,

Amrithamalaka THAILAM

(Best Brain Cooling, Bathing Oil and Hair-Tonic) ‘
Cives healthy tonic to the skin, removes all skin diseases, suppresses:
all inflammation and also removes dandrulf in addition to cooling the brain,
eyes and the whole system in general. Most useful for students and Brain
Workers and for all in general. It isalso a good remedy (by external
.application) for all cases of Insanity. Bottle Re. 1.
Catalogue free on Application.

Ayurvedasramam,

Post Box 287, MAURAS,

DO YOU WANT TO
INCREASE YOUR TRADE?

THE EAST AND WEST TRADE DEVELOPER.

The only Commercial Monthly of its kind in the East specially devoted
to the promotion and consolidation of the international trade connections,
Subscriptions Rs. 10.

THE MERCANTILE DIRECTORY OF GERMANY.

Gives an up-to-date list of prominent Manufacturers, Merchants,.
Exporters, Importers etc., in Germany, dealing in each class of goods, classi.
fied under alphabetical trade headings. Rs. 10.

THE MERCANTILE DIRECTORY OF JAPAN.
The publication contains an up-to-date list of Merchants, manufacturers, '
[mporters, Exporters, etc., in Japan, dealing in each class of goods classi-
fied under Alphabetical trade headings. as also useful facts and figures

§

| concerning Japanese trade aric? ;3;3;:;; RS - Rs. 10.
The East and West Trade Developer,
KAJKOT, s : INDIA.

THE SANATANA DHARMA
ALEPPEY
The best and oldest illustrated Malayalam Monthly

Annual Suabscription Rs. 2 only

. The Sanatana Dharma enjoys a very wide circulation and
is therefore,

The Best an4 Cheapest Meduim of Advertisement.
For particulars apply to

THE MANAGER,

THE SANATANA DHARMA,
ALEPPEY. Travancoe State.

JUST OUT

An Introduction to Experimental Physics

For the use of V and VI Forms
BY

L. Krishna Iver, B. 4., L. T.

Science Assistant, Leo XIII High School.
ALEPPEY.

A real Boon to S. S. L. C. Optional

Physics Students.
Price Rs 2-4.0.
Sale ! Sale !! Sale 1!
Half price for this month only.
22, Kt gold plate case gold gilt Dial Wrist Watch-

——

Original Rs. 14 Sale price Rs, 7

Guaranteed 10 years.
Well Finish dnrability, and accuracy SW 1SS mechanism, Jerk and
damp proof Beautiful shapes in all sizes supplied with a fine Silk-strap.
Order for above any 3 watchesst a time will fetch a 14 Kt, Nib
Fountain pen, and 6 watches one of the same watches FREE. MWrite toim
KING WATCH DEPOT.'P- B- No. 466, Vepery MADRAS,

VW},C,, writing to Advertisars, please mention The Scholar,

When writing to Advertisers, please mention The Scholor.
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Students, Feachers, Managees & Authores

: Students : From the very minutest - Exercise Book—to the very highest
Collegiate Books —Thrilling Novels of Eminent Authors—9d.
1 sh. 2 sh. etc.—are always stocked. Ask for catalogue.

Teachers : Reference Books, Non-detailed Readers, Library Books
School Room Maps and Charts—a variety.

Managers: School Forms—Attendance Register, Admission Register.
Half-term Reports, Receipts, Transfer Forms etc., supplied
from stock or indent.

Authors: Publishing of Books undertaken for authors.

Copy-rights of Books purchased. Please correspond-
Introduce in your College or School. Our ‘Vidya Vinodini Malaya-
lam Readers'—edited by Kuttipurath Kesavan Nair from class | to Form Vi
Elementary Phisiology, Hygiene and First Aid, Elementary Science’

Madras Presidency Geography, Malabar Geography by T, S, Basker.

Printing : of College Journals: Magazines and Ne wspapers, Book works
in English, Malayalam, Tamil and Deva Nagari : Question

.papers and all other school requisites undertaken. Strict
Privacy maintained.
Types : 7 sorts in Malayalam, 2 sorts in English, Several Fancy Bor-
ders, Leads and other wooden Furniture for Printers supplied.
Apply for quotations.
Short-hand, Typewriting and other Commercial Books sold at whole-
sale rates.
Difterent varieties of Printing;and Writing Papers, Colour papers are
sold at wholesale rates to Merchants. Ask for quotations,
Our Educational Catalogue FREE on application,
VY. SUNDRA IYER & SONS,
(VIDYA VINODINI PRESS),
TRICHUR Cochin State.
v - g

When writing to Advertisars. plesse mention The Scholar,
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INDIAN NATIONAL LITERATURE ¢
8

¢ By Sir John Woodroffe

}The Serpent Power

a The Serpent Power is description and
explanation in fuller detail of the Serpent

} Power— Kundali Shakit—- and the yoga

a effected through it, a subject occupyving a

} pre-eminent place in the Tantra Shastra. |

The World as Power

Power as Reality
Poweras Life

{
!

Power as Mind

Power as Matter
Power as Casuality and Continuity 2
Inthé Press.

to o I to
fo e e J= =

o]
0
0
0
0
Power as Consciousness—

and National Education. Third edition

revised and enlarged 1 80
The Seed of Race

An eassy on Indian Education 1 00
“Should find a place in every Indian Home™
Is India Civlised ?

Essays on Indian culture. Third edition,

revised and enlarged 2 80

Mahatma Candhi 1

Gandhi and Non-violent Resistance.
Being a collection of impressions of various |

¢ Bharata Shakati

é Essaya and addresses on Hindu Dhurma‘
!

8

!

!

¢

!

a persons all over the world collected for the
first time by Miss. Blanche Watson of York, |
} Paper Cover 2 80
@  Cloth Bound 50 0.
}lndian Home Rule 0 6 0;
e (Hind Swaraj by Mahatma)i)
? Mahatma Candhi, Life and
8

Speeches 2 00
(W:th a Foreword by Sarojini Naidu) ~

i
i
i
{
i

!

Lessons from Indian Culture, Civilisation

By Prof. T. L. Vaswni {
India in Chains 1 860 Q
A Psychological Analysis of India’'s Problem
India Ari:e;l I 80 i
Tssyas on Modern Indian Politics
My Motheriand 1 8 0%
! Inspiring essays on the present National
Awakening
The 3Spirit and struggle of Islam 1 8 0?
An Eloquent Plea for Hindu Muslim Unity
The Secret of Asia 10 0{
Essays on the spirit and mathod of Non- s
co-operation
Krishna (2nd edition) 1 8 0 {
The Saviour G
Krishna's Flute i 80 {
His Message to all nations {
In the Sikh Sanctuary 1 80
The Message of the Sixth Gurus ?
Atmagnan 1 80

Knowiedge of the Sclf
Apostles of Freedom . 1 0

<

A Galaxy of Champions of Freedom
Builders of To-morrow 1 8 0

Essays on National Education and Culture
Creative Revolution I 80
Problems in the building-up of Swara;
My Motherldnd Series

and History
The Aryan ldeal ; Message of the Birds .
Desert Voices Birthright : India’s Adventure:
Each 1 00

} . The Wheelof Fortune 1 0

b Swaraj in One Year 0 8 0

} Freedom's Battle 1 8 0
The Great trial 0 4 0 |

g Great Thoughts of Mahatma ]

? : Gandhi 1 0 0O

¢

é, CANESH & Co., Publishers, MADRAS,

C By " B " B o W " Ry N B P B WS B NSV N B N W)

g
{
g
(
g
!
4
¢
8
¢
g
{
8
%
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THE SCHOLAR

g

ﬁ AN ILLUSTRATED MONTHTY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO
g LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND ART.
B

Subscription Rs 3 per year Single copy As 4
For Bona-fide Students Rs. 2 only,
The Rates for Advertisement are as below payable strietly

in advance
For a year For single insertion

Rs. 80 a page Rs. 8
,, 45 for % page ... .. Rs. 489
., 25 for } page.. Rs. 18 ¢

Fer Special Positions & Advertisements in Double or Triple Colour

Apply to THE MANAGER :
The Scholar, PALGHAT.

|
g
%
j
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% KESARI'S
)
3
[I
ﬂ
%
;

———

LODHRA

WOMEN'S FRIEND A WEAPON AGAINST

All Diseases and Disorde: s peculiar to fair Sex
HAS MADE SEVERAL HOMES ENJOY HEALTH & HAPPINESs

Priced low at Rs. 3 & 1-10 Per 12 & 6 ozs. But effects very high

Get it with particulars from any Chemist, or from

‘KESARI KUTEERAM*|

!J Indian Chemists and Druggists, Egmore, MADRAS.

1 ‘

£ Telegrams :— “Kesari’’ Madras. Telephone No. 3486,
ﬁ Branch :—18 Balepet, Bangalore City.

nuc:::ueou::a L S S SEDI HEE $EI0 MEEEI 20 ) T L Mt S Mo L T ¢ M A= S I 00 01T

gu:«:nw-::- e eEOCNIEI0 16T AT METINVED EDN I sy
When writing to Advertisers, ploase mention the Scholar,

ﬂ
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S. NATHAM & Co,
PALGHAT.

We have just got down a fresh consignment of the
following high grade cigarettes and tobaccos, and shall be

glad to supply your requirements at the following prices.

Cigarettes in Air-tight tins of 50's

1. Maspero spls Rs. 2—-10-9 per tin,
2. Gold flake , 1— 0-0 .
8. Three castle . 1~ 8-0 "
- 4. Imperial spls ., 0—18-_0 "
5. Navycut med ., 11— §_0 "
TOBACCO

THREE CASTLE MILD

in Quarter pound tin each Rs. 2-1]-0.

All rates are liable to fluctuation at any time without

nolice.

When writing to Advertisare. please mention The Scholar.
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. For Genuine Ayurvedic Preparatlonﬁ
GO TO

k. T. M. Vaidyasala, OLLUR. (Cochin State')
Sfrict veracity o the rules lafd down in the Sastras. |

CAREFUL SUPERVISION BY THE CELEBRATED
“Vaidyaratnam E. T. Narayanan Moose Avl.”

T
==

|
8 Unique Curatives for all chronic and acute attacks of Malaria,
’ Dysentary and such other common complaints. A blessing to
!xpanents suffering from Anaemia, Chronic Rheumatism and for
all diseases coming under the category of Insanity.

H An Institution that has stood the test of time and won the confidence
I

M-’D:”Z-"‘v‘a

BB

==

and. goodwily of all,
For particulars apply to:— MANAGER.

-

==,
=
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Tateowmediale  Srawinatlion.
NOTES ON PHYSICS

BY
A MASTER OF ARTS.

The book contains the whole of the Intermediate portion
'together with University questions and Answers from 1911 to °26, ! {

=

EETT T ey

ﬁuh is fully illustrated.
¢ NOTES ON CHEMISTEY ‘s{;
ig THE SAME AUTHOR. m

The book contains the whole of the Intermediate portion
1 together with University Questions and answers from 1915 to 22. b

:__ =
=z

For copies apply to.—

N. RAJAM & Co,

~“-\r‘\\r
Sy ]

' Il
ﬁ?u Book-sellers & Publishers, i
% Vepre, . MADRAS.
QMEQJazgl&lv———Q%;z‘aﬂa—smmssmm 3
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First Rate Books in Mathematics.

meva The Universal Popuiarity

of the Progressive Course

RN i Proof Positive of
{For Hish ScHooL GLassEs

) By . g Exceptional Merits  and
C.S.KRiSHNA AlvAR,BA.LT..

JLGUVLL TG ST Extreme Usefullness, The
1928 PAGESHITH200DIAGRAMS.

ITHE ONLY TEXT-BOOK THAT» k h f d
{ADEQUATELY ANSWERS [SCULSERIEREERILIY
Tie NEEDS or ALL CLASSES [ :
ARSIV with pupils and teachers
* PRICE INn GLAZEDPAPER Rs 2

,{mqﬂ’emzﬁg,qw.\answ_o the following centres.

favour

Alatur, Ayyampet, Ambasamudram, Badagara, Bellary,
Berhampore, Bezwada, Bobbili, Calicut, Chatrapore, Cherplacheri.
Chidambaram, Chowghat, Coimbatore. All High Schools of the
Sochin State, Cuddapah, Elapulli, Gudivada, Kadirur, Kalahasti,
Koduvayur, Kulithalai, Madura, Madras, Manamadurai, Manjeri,
Ottapalam, Palghat, Penukonda, Pulivendla, Rajahmahandri,
Tirur, Tiruppur, Tiruchengode, Tinnevelly, Tiruvadamarudur,
Tuni.

ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA
For S. S. L. C. C. GROUP.
By C. S. Krishna Aiyar, B. A., L. T., TRICHUR.

This is the most up-to-date book on the subject covering
exhaustively all the portions for S. S. L. C. C. Group.
Price Re. 1-12-0 only.

|

When writing to Advertisers, pleave mention The Scholar.




DISEASES CUKED RY ELECTPRICITY

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM EPIDEMICS
BY USING THE MOST WONDERFUL ELECTRIC APPLIANCE

GALVANIC RING

No renewal! - Can be used by young.
No recharging isnecessary! g % old and chitdren!

Properties last as long as
the appliance itself!

To be worn on any finger
of the left hand!!

OFFERED 25 DAYS FREE TR1AL 11!

Over six millons of Galvanic Rings are in use throughout the civilised counteies of
England, America, France, Germany etc. "

Our Galvanic Ring is a combination of different metals and has an Electric battery set
on jts seal. The Electricity of the galvanic 1ing is an excellent preventive : -s0 long as
this ring is worn by any person or child, he is free [rom attack of all sorts of diseases and
epidemics such as malaria, small-pox, plague, influenza etc. and, from contagious diseases
such as leprosy, phthisis etc. So every ome old or young should use it constantly
specially during epidemica. ) ‘
HOW THE RING ACTS - The moment the Galvanic ring is worn, its battery
in contact with the finger produces a gentle current of Galvanic electricity, which quickly
circulates throughout every part of the body, the blood, worn muscles and tissues—rechar-
ges the whole system with electricity— refilla the nerve cells and every organ, destroys
disease germs— and bestows new energy to the weak and depleted body.
Dr. GRIFFITHS Ph D. the greatest electro-physician of the day says—"The ring
has been tested in these laboratories, the data obtained being of a satisfactory character
and indicating it to be a judicious and skilful invention. The ring is of immense value in
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Khadi Fund.

APPEAL BY SRIMAN C. RAJAGOPALACHARI.

There is a great Khadi awakening throughout the country,
Wherever we go we find sympathy and help for this cause. As
soon as Mahatmaji arrives in South India, among his other en.
gagements, there will be a great gathering of students to greet
him and present him two purses, the city of Madras Students
Purse and the South India—All Districts—Students Purse. Both
Purses will be for Khadi work, the work dearest to Mahatmaji’s
heart, the one which in his opinion will solve most of our pro-
blems and win for us true Swaraj.

Mahatmaji is expected to reach Madras on or about 30tk
of March, before which time all the collections must be comple-
ted and tabulated so that the amounts may be declared and
published. E very institution and place will be able to
know how it has fared, among competing institutions and places.

| appeal to the youth of the country, boys as well as girls
to join in this great and noble work. All should wear Khadi to
g.reet Mahatmaji in the cloth that is dear to him and all should
help in furnishing him with the sinews of war. ’

.
VoL. 2 JANUARY, 1927 No. 4
VALLATHOLE,
THE TAGORE OF MALABAR®

BY K. M. PANIKKAR
(Translated from the French by L. V. Ramaswomi Iyer, M. A., B. L.)

EUROPE has not bestowed upon the modern langu-
ages of India the attention they deserve. Sanskrit and Pali
literatures are studied in all the Universities, and there is no
cultured European io-day, who does not know the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. at least by name. But the increasing

* Mr. K. M. Panikkar’s ceaseless efforts to popularise—through
lectures and literary contributions—the culture of modern India on the
continent of Europe entitle him to the gratitude ot all his countrymen We
in Malabar have especial cause to feel thankful to him for his zeal in making
known to the Western world the genius of that great star in the literary
firmament of Malabar,—Vallathole. This article is a translation of a con-
tribution in French from the facile pen of Mr. Panikkar, which appeared
recently (June 1926) in the Revue des Arts Asiatiques as the sixth of the
Bulletins of the As-ociation Francaise des Amis de orient. Thanks to Mr,
Panikkar's tireless enthusiasm, the name ot Vallathole has become tamiliar
to the West, Let us hope that ere long Mr. Panikkar will be enabled to
present to the world an attractive and faithful translation of the masterpieces

of the Tagore of Malabar.
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import
poig‘::t o?x:;e Zf the moder.n languages of Indja from the stand-
e literature of imagination I3 not yet recognised either

by European Universities or by European savants. }
. The modern languages fall into two chief
which are derived from Sanskrit and Prakrit, a
are of Dravidian origin. To the former bel; g
Mahrathi and Gujerathi and to the latter,

and Malayalam. Under the impact of Western influence. all
these languages have reacted with remarkable rapidity, produ.cing

results énalogous to the Renaissance born of the study of Greek
classicsin fifteenth century Europe.

groups : those
d those which
ng Bengali, Hindi,
Tamil, Telugu, Canarese

Of all the Southern languages it is Malayalam—spoken be
it noted, by only eight millions of people,—which seems ¢ h
developed quickest in recent times, But this language iso tavc;
recent origin. lIts literary history covers a period if ovno y
centuries. Its oldest poems known up till now, date fro e;'as;(x)
to 132.0' Despite this hoary nobility, its literat\;re remair:cd for
centuries but as a modest echo of classical sanskrit tr
consisting as they did mostly of translations from sansk poetry,
Towards the middle of the nineteenth centu sEnt texts.
influences began to make themselves felt, chieﬂy"y;h ntgpcﬁn
medium of education. A change became visible 1y thl’ciug the
which began to expand in all directions. |tg poetry e anguas
a mere imitation of sanskrit models, and a prose litem”dr to y
its appearance. Modern thought broke through the :;,“ri lma ;
the language and began to find expression in vige ackles od
artistic form. In a few years, Malayalam from bein g rot:;xl . anl
dialect, became a modern language capable & 8 medieva

.. of expressing the
sentiments and aspirations of a new people, ¢

Nowhere has this transformation been e
in poetry. For years Malayalam poetry could
very limited circle of readers recruited almost

¢ apparent than
appeal only to a
exclusively from

t This remark need not be ‘understood in an absolyge o - 1.
sense. Apart from philologists and linguists like Prof. Bl::: :; F:quualgnec‘i
Sehrader of Kiel and Prof. Grierson and others in  Englang Ve :ns, m::“ .
siasts like Dr. Reinhard Wagner and Dr. Von Glasenapp in’\s

have today set themselves the task of studying and intepreting.

literatures of Modern India, eting the
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the class of Pandits who were fed on the old books. It was not
a popular poetry and, besides, it failed utterly to express the
ideals and the emotions of the people. Pedantic and learned, it
was rather an academic exercise than the expression of art. [t is
no longer so now. Malayalam poetry reflects today the intellec-
tual activity and the idealism of the people of Malabar, and this
transformation is due entirely to a movement (similar to many
others in all Indian languages under European influence), of
which the chief and the hero in Malabar is the poet Vallathole.

Vallathole owed the conimencement of his fame to a trans-
lation of the Ramayana, the great sanskrit epic. The old school
still regarded him as their hope. Himself a Pandit, brought up
exclusively in the atmosphere of sanskrit poetry, he found his
books welcomed in the beginning by the learned. His first works
of which the most important was an epicin the manner of
Kalidasa’'s Raghuvamsa, did not depart from the traditional
lineage of malayalam literature which, bristling with puerile
conceits was verbose rather than sincere in thought and scrupul-
ously faithful to established canons. What showed that a new
star had appeared on the literary firmament of Malabar was the
change evident in a small poem entitled “A Picture” which
appeared in 1914. The subject of this porm was a picture of
Krishna, the divine shepherd represented as a little child playing
on the flute whose notes be-token the call of spiritual duty for
all Hindus. The tenderness, the idealism and the spiritual
depth of this poetic soul burst forth here in an immortal song;
and in his inspired anxiety to transmit to the world the divine
vision which he had been blessed with, he forgct his classical
stock and traditional formulas. The Pandits were perplexed
but the world saw a master. From that time, Vallothole has
not cast a look behind. He gave up once for all artificial
formality in order to move onward in the free universe of his

visions.

He had found his path: and this was to be the watch-word
of modern India, such as it expressed itself in the restles ‘aspir-
ations of Malabar, stung to action and freed from tradition and
routine, may be vague. a little nebulous perchance, but ever
ardent for progress and resolved to win. Vallathole’s work
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Tepresents essentially, this epoch of menta] activity. Unlike

f)ther Mlalaya.le.xm poets, Vallathole interests himself passionately
n social, political and religioys movements. He is, in short, in

t}&e Ma]a).'alaxr.-speaking country, the embodiment of the creative
eftort which modern India puts forth in diverse directions.

The poems which followed “The Picture of Krishna” kept
up the same level of high morality and liberty of spirit and for‘r)n
which attracted round him a small constellation of young talents
Since 1914, he has been the chief of a school of poetry whosé
constant effort it is to vivify the inert formalism of the past with
the vigour of modern thought. One after the other, all his
seniors who had still been practising the art of writing faultless
verses without the least trace of thought, deserted the party of
the Pandits; the school of Vallathole embraces today all that
Malayalam literature can reckon as its creative forces.

His countrymen familiarly call him the Tagore of the South.
The two poets are indeed comparable, as both excel in lyric
poetry. The short odes of Vallathole have the qualities of
profound idealism and serene meditation characteristic ofthe
ardour of youth—qualties which have procured for Tagore his
world-reputation. And even like Tagore, Vallathole has chosen
from ancient Hindu mythology, subjects to which he gives a
distinctly m.odern treatraent. The Disciple and the child, Rugmi’s
Letter and many others amongst his masterpieces borrow their
subjects from Sanskrit epic poems; what distinguishes him from
his predecessors is that in the treatment of his subjects he inter.
prets the faith and the ideal of a living society instead of writing
verses which merely conform to orthodox canons of old,

Nevertheless Vallathole does not possess the versatile
genius of Tagore. Though he writes prose with distinction, he
has not attempted up till now, to write romances or stories or
prose dramas—forms which have procured for Tagore deserved
success. He has not the depth of thought, the breadth of sym-
pathy of the Bengali master, but as a lyric poet, Vallathole is ng
way inferior to Tagore. and it is permissible to rank him by the
side of the Bengali poet amongst the great Indian writers of our
epoch.
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The most characteristic production which Vallathole has
yet given us is a poem on Mary Magdalene. It is really surpris-
ing that just in that province where christianity has been exist-
ing by the side of Hinduism for more than eighteen centuries, it
should have fallen to a Hindu to compose the only good poem
based on the scriptures. Though ignorant of European and
other tongues, Vallathole has with an extraordinary intuition,
seized the true import of the story of Mary Magdalene and
penetrated its spirit. His work, denounced as it has been by
the christian churches for its pagan atmosphere, has familiarised
more people with the true spirit of christianity than centuries of
missionary zeal. The religion of the poet knows no churches
and no confessions: his muse celebrates in song, with the same
fervour and with the same piety, the flute of Krishna, the story
of Mary Magdalene, the conversion of Omar and the miracles of
Buddha, in succession. The life religious i1s the same every-
where; the conflict of beliefs and varying dogmas could not
change its character. It is with this unaltcrable conviction that
Vallathole treats, always in a sincere and penetrating manner,
subjects so different as the Bible and the Koran.

Vallathole is eminently a poet of nationalism. His work
palpitates with the new life-breath of India and expresses its
highest ideal. It has been said of the best Sanskrit poets that
the picture of Krishna used to put them literally in a state of
ecstasy. With Vallathole, the picture of India leads to the same
emotional rapture. The fight he wages against the caste system
——for the liberty of the soul, Vallathole would say—and for
political emancipation (which he calls the liberty of the body)
inspires him with feclings of the highest passion and pathos.
He has thus become the idol of new generations who counsider
him not merely as their poet but also as their champion and the
life-giver of the national movement.

The strangest thing of late in the literary life of Vallathole 1s
the attitude of the Pandits. At the beginning they tolerated him as
a stray sheep, a renegade who was still theirs. When the new
tendencies of his pcems became accentuated, they did not hesitate
to denounce him as a corrupter of taste, as one who had fallen
from the high ideal of traditional versification. The challenge of
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the Pandits was accepted cheerily by the young poets, and for
the past few years, Malayalam literature has been the field of a
pitched battle in which all the forces of orthodox formalism, old
theories and obscurantism face the idealism and the liberty of
the new school. It is with a-ferocious animosity that the
Pandits are attacking the New movement and its chief.

It is noteworthy that in Bengal also, Tagore had to suffer the
same kind of obloquy. In the case of Tagore, the opposition
of the Pandits has only increased with the spread of his glory;
even today, the Pandit-posts derisively slight his works. The
position is exactly the same with Vallathole. The Pandits have
showered anathemas on him.branded his works as heteredox and
refused to find anything in them but the ravings of a rebellioys
soul- Vallathole is indeed a rebellious soul of the type of
Shelley, of Whitman and of all the visionary poets who fight
against the world for shaping it anew with the magic of their
song.

The importance of Vallathole in Malayalam poetry is dye
to the fact that he has given to the soul of modern India its high.-
est and purest expression, at least in that prevince which speaks
his language. His culture is not second-hand. It is the native
genius of India that speaks through his mouth; this is all the
more remarkable because he is the chief of our movement for
literary freedom too.

CONTENTMENT

Contentment | seek and seek in vain.

1 pray for work, you rob my health,

[ pray for health, you rob my wealth,
Peace is fled, contentment 1 cannot tind !

Cease, then, Oh! Lord this play of Thine
And give me that tor which I pine! Let
Mercy's glance on this sinner fall

To lift the burden from his heart !
N.S. V.

THE CONGRESS & LOCAL
SELF-GOVERNMENT

BY K. R. KARANT, B.A,, L. L. B, M.L. C

It is a pity that, while there has been so much fight
between our Congress Leaders and their followers about the
Reforms, Dyarchy and the acceptance of offices, so little has
been done to the working of the local bedies on which there
is and there can be so little difference of apinion. Ever since
the launching of the Non-Co-operation Movement, no doubt
there have been resolutions passed in the Congress on the
capture of these bodies by Congressmen, but no serious efort
has been yet made to give effect to them. These hodies are
still largely in the hands of persons of the old type, persons who
are there because it gives them honour, statusin society, for
anything but service. An immediate capture of these bodies
on a nation-wide scale by Congressmen of the right type will do
two things. It will train up a band of young and earnest
workers who will be able to take up, whenever called upon, the
larger sphere of politics. They will know to do things, not
merely talk about them as they now do Secondly, these
institutions can confer immediate good to th.e people, something
which will tangibly affect their every day life and give them the
benefit which these instituticns are intended to give, but alas,
they seldom do  In the short compass of this article | shall try
ta take the reader into what these institutions are as they exist
to-day and what it will the noble mission of the Congressman
to make them to be.

The very basis of Local Self-Government is the Election.
] have no hesitation in stating that a great deal of corruption
exists in it now and it is a disgrace to any decent society. Votes
are bought and sold in the open like vegetables in a market.
The rate varies from 8 annas to a sovereign according to the
exigencies of the market. The Election Evil has caught hold
of our people like another vice which is rvining them viz.,
litigation. It ruins the man who wins as well as the one who
fails. No honest man however useful he may be when elected
can hope to get in unless he can afford to squander a cansider-
able sum. Like its sister vice aforesaid, the system has brought
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into being a class of touts or middlemen. The result is that the
poor and ignorant rate payer cares not who gets elected as long
as he gets the highest price for his vote. The middleman makes
his share. The candidate who wins has a sour heart and feels
having had to purchase his seat, he owes a duty to none but
himself. In mest cases, he utilises his position to get some
benefit for himself or for some relation of his. Honourable
exceptions there are, and there will always be. But unfortu-
nately the rule is too many and the exception too few.

What then is the duty of the Congressman? To put down
this corruption in an election, at any cost, is his first and most
sacred duty. This can be achieved and easily. We may not
succeed all at once or in all cases. But an earnest, persistent
and organised effort can put an end to it in the course of two or
three years. All that is necessary to start with is a small organi-
sation of a mere handful of sincere and capable congressmen.
Candidates should be put up on the Congress Ticket for almost
every vacancy. Propaganda work should be done by
pamphlets and lectures in the vernaculars in different centres.
The heinousness of the crime of selling votes should be brought
home to the voters. The middleman should be altogether
ignored and every voter should be approached directly. And
needless to say having yourself preached against the sin of selling
votes you should not buy them even at the risk of losing the
election. More than all, only Congressmen of the best and the
right type should be selected as candidates. Spurious quality
should be avoided at any cost. And | may say that quality and
not quantity it is which tells. One sincere and capable Con-
gressman can do more good ina Council of thirty than half a
dozen selfish, useless or manufactured congressmen.

Suppose our candidate gets elected. What is he to do? |
chall first state what he should not do.  Let him never approach
his Chairman or President for any favour, big or small. It is a
misfortune in our country that our people ordinarily prefer
individual and private benefit to public good.  The moment you
get elected, vour relatives, your friends and, very often, those
who have worked for you at the election and helped  you to ‘go
into the Council consider they have a claim on you to secure for
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them some job or other. ‘The temptation must be resisted at all
costs. Do not sell away your freedom, your right to criticise and
correct the head of the administration, a right which you have
secured for you at so much trouble, for what is after all a mess
of pottage.

Next, be fearless in all that you do and give up all
“Dakshanyam”, a quality which we have in abundance. To ex-
pose the wicked and espouse the cause of the weak and the
oppressed is your sacred and your urgent duty. | shall make
my point clear. There are a few Presidents and Chairmen
who misuse their power and verily act as little Tsars. Instances
are not wanting wherein school mistresses and midwives, es-
pecially if they are youthful and handsome, are hunted down
from place to place till they submit to the wishes of these tyrants.
School teachers re to work and canvass for them or their
friends at the Legislative Council Elections.; if not, dire
punishment is sure to follow. Profession Tax notices are served
on votera immediately after an election if they happen to have
worked against, and they are specifically told that it is the
price of their treason. It must be the immediate task of our
Legislature to so amend the laws as to break up the power of
these Tsars and make it impossible for them to lord it over like
what they are doing now. But as long as it lasts, it will be your
duty fearlessly to expose the evil, to help the oppressed and to
bring to book the tormentor, if possible.

Thirdly, it will be your special duty always to remember
and work for the uplift of the poor, whether it be the poor
ratepayer or the low-paid servant of your local body., The rich
and influential tax-payer and the high paid officer of the local
body know where to apply the butter and always have the best
of it. QOur educated Councillors will gladly increase the salary
of an officer from Rs. 100 to Rs. 150 even though the circum-
stances may not warrant it, but if it is to enhance the salary of
a scavenger from Rs. 10 to Rs. 11 there is so much of grumbling
and a good deal of opposition. We are asking the Britisher to
change hie angle of vision towards us. May |, in all humility,
agk of my educated country men, have we changed ours towards
the poor, the down-trodden of this country>
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Fourthly, do not unnecessarily drag in your political
warfare of the Legislative Council into the precincts of you
local body. Iknow there are instances in which a Swarajist
Councillor may have to differ from a Justicite. But for God’
sake and for the sake of the fair name and prestige of that
august body, the Congress, which you seek to serve, do not in
season and out of season, carry your political fight into the pro-
ceedings of your local body. On quections of sanitation, roads
or schools etc which form 99 per cent, if not more of the
questions you have to decide, you can have no serious difference
with your brother Councillor, be he a Justicite or an Indepen-
dent, Brahmin or Non-Brahmin, Hindu or Mussalman. You
must always remember that a local body is essentially a busincss
corporation and not a debating club or a chamber wherein you
are to let off your extrasteam. Others may ficd some justi-
fication for it. But not you, because yours must be a nobler
task. | have stated this at some length because | find in
certain quarters a growing tendency towards this evil. If | am
mistaken in uy views | hope to be corrected.

Fifthly, it is your duty to put down corruption in your local
body at any cost. Permit me, reader, to state that a great deal
of corruption does exist in our local bodies. That it exists
elsewhere is no excuse for your winking at it. The cry of “no
funds” for any good work is usuaily over-done. In the collection
of taxes, in the purchase of goods, or the disposal of contracts,
people make hay while the sun shines. I may almost say it bas
become a mnamool and in its methods almost stereo-typed. The
entry of a congressman especially if he is daring, honest and
capable is sure to be resented by the vested interests. But you
can always trap these rats or more aptly. bandicoots. if vou are
on the alert, for the habitually corrupt are oftentimes unwary,
You must, therefore, stint no effort to book the culprit, be he a
Chairman or a Councillor, though it is rare, or some one on the
staff which is the more commeon.

Lastly. it is your duty not merely to criticise but also to con-
struct. You should spare no pains in making a thurough study
of the various subjects which relate to your local body. You
should give the head of the administration and its servants as
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much help as you can, whether the former belongs to your party
or not. Remember that you have been sent to the local body
by your voters not to make fiery speeches but to do some tangible
service. In a word “service” and “hard-work” should be our
motto. | know it is difficult to please all or even a fair number
of our voters if you are straightforward in what you do; for, as
I have already confessed our people ordinarily prefer private
benefit to public good.  Getting people properly taxed or get-
ting their encroachments removed is always an unpleasant task
and will be resented. But times will change and by your stern
and transparent honesty of purpose it will be our noble mission
to change that mentality. Whether it changes or not, and
whether the people like it or not, duty must be done.  After all,
satisfaction to our conscience that we have done our duty

honestly and fearlessly is worth more than mere appreciation or
applause.

I do not believe Gl ever made any man or any nation good enough
to rule any other man or any other natioa,

,ﬂnﬂ'rew Carnegie.

When the white man governs himself that is Self-government. bat

when he governs himself and also yoverns another man, that is more than
Self-government that 1s despotism.

Abraham Lincoln.

In undertaking to crush out the attempt of a people long enslaved. to
attain possession of itself, t> orsaniza its own laws and government, and to
be free to follow its internal destinies according to its own ideals, we are
crushing out the grandest thing in this great numan world......... and we are
helping to destroy faith in God and man.

Professor William James,



HIGHER HINDUISM

BY T. L. VASWANI

TODAY we sit poor and forlorn. Why? To-day
the nation starves. Why? The Bread of life is Brahmavidya.
Not a few of the wise men of the West, from the days of
Aristotle downwards have believed that the creative powers of a
nation may be released, as in Athens, only with the labours of a
servile class. Which means, logically, thata rich refined civi.
lization, must be bought with the slavery of the many! Modern
civilization, indeed, means economic slavery of the majority.
India believed differently. India believed that One Eternal Lite
flowed into all, This belief,—-this intuition,—was evolved into
Brahmavidya. Humanism, not a theory of slave-class, was the
basis of Indian civilization.

Hinduism is Humanism. It made India a model natior.e
Today ? Young men come and say to me:— “Hinduism is
old : we want the new.” 1 say to them:— “Old ? Yes,—but
not therefore, useless. The Ancient Wisdonm. is the wine of the
Spirit and improves with the years.”

“Brahmavidya” or Science of the Self is the very heart of
Hinduism. This Science, a Body of inner mystical truths, is
“Sanatana;” it lives through the ages; for it relates to the
verities of life. But the outer forms change, from time to time.,
There is evolution of the “Sanatana.”

There is a principle of Renewal in Hinduism. Therefore
has it put on new blossoms, again and again, Hindu society
has thrown up from time to time, regenerators and reforme-s,
prophets and saints, seers and sages, inspirers, and idealists.
Hincuism has passed again and again, through a process of re.
interpretation and re-adjustment, While the Inner Essence
persists the outer forms must change. New legends and stories,
new songs and systems of philosophy have been born of new
needs of this Ancient Faith.

The Sanatana Dharma has respected the Law of Change,
—the Law of Adjustment, Nor has Hinduism ever talked of
“conflict” between religion and science. What “conflict” whep
religion itself is a science - the supreme scichice—the Science of

the Self?
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Critics have charged the Ancient Faith with “idolatry”,
But there is a world of difference between idolatry and
“idealatry” or idealism. To let the finite usurp the place of the
Infiinite is idolatry; to see the Infinite in the finite is “idealism;”
and idealism is the very heart of religion.

Hinduism on its practical side is Humanism ; Hinduism, on
its meta-physical side, is Idealism, Both the “asatkaryavadam”
and the “satkaryavadam” theories are penetrated by a spirit of
idealism. The one contemplates the world as a work of art, a
garraent woven by God the World-Weaver in the Loom of time.
The other interprets the world as an “evolution” from a previous
state. Hinduism distinguishes between matter and soul but
does not separate then.. Matter, too, is energised by the Spirit.
Wonderful is the Hindu vision of the Law of Change. All is
Change! Mighty kings and conquerors have gone out of the
world “empty.” Power crumbles into dust. Therefore be not
proud! However mighty, remember thou, too art mortal. This
is the burden of a number of beautiful Hindu poems. They
express a noble sentiment.

But is it all “mere change ? Is it only ashes and dust?
Change,—yes! But there is, also, the ancient teaching of,—
“tapas”. The mediaeval. the true, Christian called it “Cross.”
The present earth-order does not seeni to be much of a success.
Does the Farth-spirit call for our co-operation. our help? It
seems pure joy is not our destiny in this critical, resisting world.

Yet all this change.— can it be without a “meaning?” And
can the Meaning be expressed. except imperfectly on this plane
of friction and resistance? Are there not other planes,—Planes
of Non-Resistance, may | call them?>—where the meaning may
b= better expressed? Yet even there the meaning may be ex-
pressed by the Full alone, i. e.. by the Atman in Himself!

Be a co-operating Centre of the life of the Atman. This is, to
my mind, the teaching of Higher Hinduism. Be a Centre.
And therefore. be “internalised”. Often we are distracted
by the controversies of the day, and we dissipate our energies
when what we need is concentration of purpose and powers.
Be a centre. Be internalised. Concentrate. And co-operate
with the world- Atman.



SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS
ON THE STAGE

BY N. SUNDARARAJAN

“The intrusion of an actor’s personality in his work is not ijts merit»
but rather its I'mitation,”

Herbert Beerbolsm, Tree.

@hildren are specially blessed with the gift of receptive
sensibility and lofty imagination. Thzy are byen actors. Th 2y
lose the fazulty only when the wings of their imazination are
weighted by self-consciousness. It must be the endeavour of
every actor to cultivate and retain this receptive sensibility and
lofty imagination.

Every great actor is a revealer as well as a borrower. He
is pot satisfied with the knowledge of men and things which he
has acquired from books. He never lets his eye rest. He
exerciscs his eye until it learns to see startling facts in the world
around him, which would not be noticed by the ordinary un-
trained eye. He carefully assimilates the impressions he has
thus formed of the life around him, the outward show, of things
and the pageantry and pomp of life Everything in Nature
co..veys a special mcaning to his keen watchful cye. FEven 4
wood appears to him a palace with a million corridors, which
would afford him a million possibilities for his creative art.
And with this equipment of knowledge he infuses his indivi-
duality into the character he assumes on the stage, 2nd reveals
to us the beauties of the master-brain, the authcr, and deepens
our understanding of him.

The actor by his imaginative stage treatment illumines and
makes clear many a passage which has taxed. the ingenuity of
commentators. All the dificu’ties which are the outcome of a
super-acute but unpractical comment are very clearly explained
by the skilful rendering on the stage, by a clever, imaginative
actor. He carries the torch of his gznius into th: wo:ld of
imagination, and illumines the dark recesses c¢f prztry, so that
even the most ignorant of the audience find no difficulty in

understanding the author.
[ ]

All that is most essential, most luminous in acting is due to
this imaginative faculty. The dramatic art 1s more complex
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than any other art in this particular—that, in its highest expres-
sion, Dramatic Art demands a more delicate poise and a subtler
instinct than any other art. In fact, it requires for its due per-
fection the amicable union and co-operation of all the liberal
arts. No other art is more dependent on an acute stage of the
imagination  Only that actor whose imagination is most
untrammelled attains the highest eminerce. as he touches the
imagination of his hearers and captivates their hearts most
effectively.

Of all the fetters which hamper the imaginative faculty
none is so frequent as self-consciousness. The actor is more
liable to attacks of this disease than any cther artist for the
simple reason that he cannot separate his personality from his
work. The actor should always try to emancipate his mind
from the trammels of his surroundings, so that his imagination
may have full play. The actor’s outer self-suppression is
amongst the most essential factors of success in his art.

But, at the same time, he must not lose his own individual-
ity, his own personality. They are all-important. The distinc-
tion between individuality and self-consciousness 1s so subtle
that the actor is sometimes likely to mistake the one for the
other.  Just as, in the case of an author, individuality makes
his style distinguished, where as self-consciousness makes it
artificial, so. in the case of an actor, he who projects. his in-
dividuality into his characters imparts power, force and character
to his creations on the stage. whereas he who 1s self-conscious
appears artificial on the stage. There is all that Jifference bet-
ween them as between the works of art produced by an inspired
genius and a mere technician. The actor with individuality is
never monotonous, he is always unexpected, daring and original.
But the self-conscious actor, though he may do the right thing
at the right moment will always give you the same sort of act-
ing. He is devoid of any brightness of emotion or fancy. The
actor with individuality infuses wvitality into his characters
whereas the self-conscious actor would make his impersonations
sp different from each other as Hamlet, Macbeth, Lear and Shy-
lock, look almost alike, the words only noting the difference.
The self-conscious actor never identifies himself with his part,
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He mechanically drills his face and his emotions. The result is
that the effect of even a wonderful make-up evaporates after the
first three minutes and the actor’s physical personality forces
itself through his disguise. But the rea! artist on the stage gets
into the skin of his part. He is in earnest, he maintains and
even increases the illusion to the very end of the play.

To arrive at the emancipation of the mind from the
surroundings and give free range to the imaginative faculty is
the ultimate and highest accomplishment of the actor. He must
develop his imagination into the creative state and thereby
rouse the imagination of his hearers. Sometimes his self-
consciousness hinders this and afflicts him with a nervousness in
the performance of a new role. His imagination is then paralysed
and he is redvced to a state of mental and physical pulp. The
following ancedote will illustrate what | mean by this kind of
self-consciousness, which acises out of humility, as distinguish-
ed from the self-consciousness of vanity described in the pre-
vious paragraph. A famous English actor, who was even in
his own days recognised as one of the most brilliant actors that
ever adoined the English stage, once related an experience of
his, in the early stages of his career. After he got through the
first act, the brilliant and witty author of the play came into the
green room, and he who was hungry for a word of encourage-
ment from the author, asked him: “Well-—and how did | get
on?” Scanning his trembling and perspiring form, the witty
author replied: “l see your skin has been acting, at all events.”

Shakespeare is always impersonal and impartial in the
drawing of his characters. His own predilections are never
forced on the reader. He never strikes the note of a self-cons-
cious moralist. Indeed it is often difficult to determine where
his synipathies are. Turn to Julius Caesar, for instance. Brutus
kills Caesar—for the good of the cause, from his point of view.
Auntony revenges his death—for the good of the cause, from his
standpoint. Was Caesar right? Was Brutus right? Was
Antony right? Where is Shakespeare’s sympathy? Every-
where-— nowhere. He stands aloof, mysterious, elusive, impar-
tial and inscrutable. He never holds a brief for his characters.
He does not label this character good, that bad. He dwells for

SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS ON THE STAGE 219

the time being in the minds of the men he is portraying, revealing
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth of their
nature. He extenuates nothing, nor sets down aught in malice.
His heroes have their weaknesses, his weak men their heroisms.
Let us take Shylock for example. By turns he is niajestic and
debased. Alternatively he provokes great pity and great scorn.
In the scene where he mourns Jessica's treachery, and in places
where he reveals to us the long, tragic history of a persecuted
race we seem to pity him. But in the trial scene where he in-
sists on his bond we have nothing but scorn for hith. “ Shakes-
peare’s didactic mind flung itself into an amazing variety of
characterication. His art was essentially dramatic, and only
secondarily lyrical. In the Shakespearian diversity of charac-
terication the master-mind recedess; in the completeness of the
sundry personifications the one sustaining personality becomes
a vast impersonal power.” (Dr. Cousins)

It is this kind of impersonality and impartiality that the
actor must develop. He must infuse his own individuality into
his impersonations only to bring out the individuality and
personality of the character he portrays. Individuality must be
merged in the character he assumes. This is the very essence
of the art of acting. By the aid of his imagination he becomes
the man, and he behaves unconsciously as the man would or
chould have behaved. What he do=s, he does because he must,
it is the most natural thinz in the world, and grows out of the
circumstances of the moment.

It is said of Tree that when he had got thoroughly inside
the skin of a character he secemed to partake of a new and alien
life. He actually became the part he was playing. The charac-
ter seemed to live again in him on the stage. His genius
for make-up was always remarkable, and and it was always help-
ed by this quality of “getting inside” the character he was playing.
His daughter Viola writes of him thus: “As Gringoire he actua'ly
felt thin and hungry; as Svengali he felt magnetic. dirty and
musical; as Beethoven he felt small and square, with big strong,
rather stumpy hands.” This eulogy of Tree is corroborated by
Louis Parkers’ tribute. About Trees impersonation of Beethoven
Parker writes thus: “Many doubted his physical fitness for the
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part: for Beehoven was a short, stocky, square-set little ma
with dark eyes. | shall never forget our gasp of surprise whn'
Tree made his first entrance at the dress-rehearsal: a sho:]
stocky, square-set little man, with dark eyes. His head wa'
Beethovens head. 1 have two portarits before me as | writes’
one of Beethoven and one of Tree in part, and it is difficult to teli
which is which”, In any part he assuined he never seemed to be
on the stage—but only “walking through his part.” That there
was an audience looking on did not seem to matter. Another
striking illustration of Tree’s rare gift was Zakkuri in the “Darlin
of the Gods.” Says W. L. Courtney: “Tree gave us ai
extraordinarily vivid and convincing portrait of a Japanese states
man in all his horrible subtlety and coarseness.” Anothe;
example is given by the same writer to illustrate Tree's great.
ness as an actor. In “Business is Business” Tree acted /zgrd
Tree was never a smoker for the sake of Companionship'
“But,” say Courmey, “in Inard he was perpetually smokin -
big and black-leoking cigars. 1 asked him how he managei
to stand it; he answered that, as it seemed natural to the
character he found it easy for himself. Off the stage he could
not have done it; on.the stage it was appropirate and therefore
a piece of unconscious miniory.”

Such an actor may not be conscious of his greatness. B
everything he does, the lifting of his finger, the eating ;)f hlilt
bread and the gestures he uses to fill the gap of words makS
us hold our breath for fear of losing the sense. And a series o?
generations will lovingly repeat every little incident connected
with him. And when he vanishes into the vast might ‘that
envelopes and transforms alike men and things, when his graceful
form and magical voice no more electrify audiences he would
still live in their minds. And the memories of his stage life will
.be 'handed down to posterity and tresured by them as an
1nstitution.

GRADUATES' GROANS
(Continued fram November Issue)

With truth to guide my judgments poor and weak,
I now resume to jot what graduates do;
A few there are who strive ‘against adverse times,
Who snatch what seats they can, move heaven and earth,
And leave no stones unturned, no plans untried,
Attempting worse, where mighty Mamnmon fails,
How keen they search and search with desperate haste,
Those precious posts of five plus ten rupees,

Or sometimes more, | grant, but all the same,
Ridiculous rates, insulting arts and science,

And pledging knowledge pure to please that god,
That bulging belly bag, that shameless goose.
Ayodhya's Prince, Sni Ram, or King Nala,

Sought not their missing mates, their consorts dear,
With half the sea! of India’s modern youth;

Nor Jason's band in guest of Golden Fleece,

And Bagiratha athirst for Gange’s aid,

Did stake and risk so much, as these young men.
Well-tried with highest speed in Shorthand script,
Well versed ir Pitman’s, Gregg's or Sloan's ways,
Well-trained as typists quick on divers makes,

On Remington ten, Woodstok, or Underwood,

On Torpedo, Empire, Kagpel, Smith, or Fox,

On Diamond, Corona, Oliver, or Continental,
Well-armed with loads of luring diplomas,

ln Banking, Auditinz, 'cute, and company law,

In troublous entry double, and even treble,

So tull furnished, but void of cash or aim,

Like thosg from North, those numerous Bairagees,
Wheo careless and tireless tread from place to place,
With kith and kin, to seek their daily food,

(But mark their ceaseless, spiritual, jolly mood,

Excmpt from all the weighty learning vain)

They book their seats to various ports and towns,
To Calcutta, Bangalore, Bombay and Madras near,
To Delhi, Lahore, Simla and Rangoon new.

What though they try their best, enduring worst?
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What though they humbly beg on bended knee?
Still countless helpless groans in gruesome strain;
Too far from home, from nearer and warmer hearts,
They crave and cringe for food and raimets bare;

O God, All-knowing Thou! Thine children save,
Heard we the like before? what brainless course,

Is this, that eager seeks voluntary tasks,

Aud needs no cash or gift, but footing smalll

“Why not, what harm?” the cautious and selfish ask,
So much degraded grow our cultured souls.

The cows and bulls, and mighty elephants too:
Their leaders blind follow in beauteous rows:
So thoughtless slavish wind our graduates fresh’
To halls where legal lore doth lie in store.
All honour and glory surely go with those,
Whose righteous zeal embrace the B.L. course:
But why the numerous rest so crowd the bar,
And block the seats within and air without?
Heaven only knows, and themselves do not know.
With flowing gowns and full suits spotless neat.
With clean and shaven face, and hair well.combed,
With spects on nose, and moustache trained and trimmed,
With worthless talks of freedom and independence,
See! up and down they strut, though briefless be,
Increasing lies and rents of buildings cheap,
And envying pedagogues poor, of surer means.
With chances less to plead, much less to judge.
A battalion huge of B. L's oft now siege
All walks of life, All posts that something pay;
What boots their codes and laws and literar$ tastes?
In what bottomless shame and sham they lie!
All pleaders please, these statements harsh forgive,
But sing | must of truth as seen around.

S. Rama Iy:r. B. A,

THE ENGLISH THEATRICAL
AUDIENCES BETWEEN 1780 AND 1830

BY DR. KARAMCHAND
DRUNKENNESS. debauchery, gambling and racing

summed up the life of the man of fashion of the closing years of -
the 18th and the early years of the 19th century. The aristocracy,
surrounding a king of exemplary life and devout piety, had all
the dissoluteness without any of the wit and brilliance of the
courtiers of Charles Il. In Wraxall, one reads of one noble
lord after another leading a conspicuously ignoble life and
revelling in it. The divine Georgiana’s worthy consort,
William, Duke of Devonshire, habitually sought to cure his
constitutional apathv by spending his evenings over whist or
faro at Brooks’.! The Earl of Surrey, who l.ater lent lustre to
the dukedom of Norfolk, had the distinction of being incom-
parably the best of a distinguished line of topers dating back to
Plantagenet times.  “It is a fact,”says Sir William Wraxall, “that
Lord Surrey. after layving his father and all the guests under the
table at the thatched house. repaired to another festive party in
the vicinity, and there recon.menced the urfinished convivial
rites.”  The only external baths his lordship ever knew were
given to him during his fits of intoxication. His love of dirty
linen owed nathing to heredity and was inanifestly a triumph of
personal sloth.  On complaining one day to Dudley. North thet
he was a martyr to rheumatism and had ineffectually tried
every remedy for its relief, the latter said “Pray, my lord, did
you ever try a clean shirt?” To the Duke of Queensbury,
gambling, ;!rinking and ocling wemen was the very breath of
his being.  Age did not reduce his blcod temperature, nor did
{ailing sight and falling teeth restrain his interminable amours.
A kindred spirit was the redoubtable General Martin to whom
Mrs Inchbald in a letter, dated Thursday, May 8th, 1800, refers
as “the man who first led from the path of virtue the noted Kitty
Fisher and has been always supposed to have added a greater
number to the women on the town than ever any man did. “But”,
she continues "he dics a bachelor, and white plumes and white
gloves are preparing ”.*> The Duke of York was such a powerful

I, Posthumous Memoirs of His Own Time by Sir W, Wraxall, Vol. I P. 31.
2. Mrs. Inchbald’s Memoirs, by Boaden. Vol 11 P. 34, '

-
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toper that “six bottles of claret after dinner scarce made a perce
tible change in his countenance ”.* Nor were thesc bacchanali:r;
orgies limited to aristocrats and their halls. Pitt, Thurlow
Dundas and Sheridan yielded to none in their adorstion of thc:
bottle while Fox superadded to that an attachment for the dice
box. One reads in Mr. Miehael Mac Donagh’s book on Parlia.
ment that “during the debate on the peace with France in 1785
Pitt was so drunk that he had to retire and be sick behinci
the Speaker’s chair while Fox was speaking against him ”,

Thackeray tells us of Pitt's going “into Bellamy's with
Dundas, and help finish a couple more”,* after having drunk
a bottle of port wing at his own house. The famous squib ;
“I cannot see the speaker, Hal, can you?” which immortalises
William Pitt’s boozy query and Henry Dunda’s equally illum;i.
nating reply, “Not see the Speaker, Billy? | see two,” gives
one an idea of the alcoholic excesses of the front treasury Bench.

Lord Byron, comparing the relative convivial inerits of
Sheridan and Colman Junior., chooses to “begin the evenin
with Sheridan and finish it off with Colman: Sheridan fog
dinner, Colman for supper; Sheridan for claret or port buz
Colman for everything, from the madeira and champag;,e at
dinner, the claret with a layer of port between the glasses, up to
the punch of the night, and down to the grog, or gin or water—
of daybreak, all these ”, observes his lordship, with a gusto tha;
leaves us no doubt of his sincerity, “l have threaded with hoth

» 5

the sanie ”.

In gambling, the Prince of Wales led the fashion and was
loyally supported by Devonshire, Queensbury, and various otherg
A better man and gambler was Charles Fox, who aceording
to Gibbon pleyed for 22 hours at a sitting and lost £ 500
an hour. Another class with recruits' drawn - from lower
strata of society met this one at Ranelagh and Vauxhall, aped
its vices and exceeded them. A typical figure of this thoug htlegs
class, tearing about the town in search' of " pleasure,” is Young
Pranks, a character in O’Keefe's ‘ Rambles in Dorsetshire®, He

3. Pritice Puckler Muskau’s Letters. o
4. The Four Georges, Cassell, - 1919, P. 113,
5. Life and Letters of Byson by Moote 1860, P. 183,
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describes himself, in Jingle's language as a blood. One of the
toophilite club. Expenses exceeded uncle’s allowance................
Thought to help out by a lucky hit now and then, so bought a
blood mare, had her put in training, then entered for the plate at
Blandford........ Before the meeting a few positive mechanical
rascals thrust me into the King's Bench. Off 1 spanked for
Dorsetshire and, in spite of informers, appeared on the course....
Sold the mare for four hundred, went to dinner, tucked the
bottles under my girdle, hopp’d off as steady as old time to the
assembly, laughed at the (minuets),~-adjourned to a snug hazard
party—lost every face—roll'd into the street at eight in the
morning—saw a carriage at the Greyhound door—pretty girl all
alone —stepped in without knowing whither bound....” It was
this class and their imitators from the ranks of barbers’,
tailors’ and haberdashers’ apprentices that made assignations in
the theatre and were responsible for the moral nausea that made
the theatre an anathema to the respectable, middle class people.
Writing in 1795 Thomas Bellamy thus dcscribes the moral
atmosphere of the theatre:

“The third zct over—how the lobby flls!

Ah! times are changed and simple manners fled.

In Goodman’s Fields : few sat in box or pit:
The last confined to gents and critics sage,
The other to more elevated rank:

Except in upper tier, there sat the punk

In tinsell'd frippery, to watch her trade:

A stranger then, to ice, or dainty tea,

Or blooming peach or nectarine or plum,

Or ready messenger in Betty, Jane,

Who now in lobby wait their lady’s beck,

To execute her will : perhaps to watch

Some cully’s motions, who, from shop set free,
In boot, and ribbon'd knee and whiten'd pate,
Stands all the artful fair one asks till pent

in loathsome cell, she leaves him to his fate,
Her own abhorred work, and seeks another”.

(To be continucd)



THE NAYADIS OF MALABAR

BY M. S, DEVESAN, B. A.
I INTRODUCTION

NO other place in India is 50 much affected by the curse of
unapproachability as that of Kerala, which comprises Br. Malabar,
Cochin and Travancore. Besides bsing shut up in various
water-tight compartments, a major portion of the Hindu popula-
tion here, is relegated to a corner. They fall under the category
of polluting castes, on the basis of atmospheric pollution. There
are more than a dozen sections of such people, whose approach
is considered as a sacrilege by the upper classes. It has been
settled by custom that pollution can affect people only at a
particular distance. These classes are peremptoril, ordered to
keep beyond their respective prescribed limits, which they
automatically obey. The gradation differs with different classes,
each one tyrannising over its immediate inferior, the class maost to
suffer the humiliation being the Nayadis, who are placed at the
lowest rung of the social ladder. While the leaders of Indian
political thought are incessantly agitating over the problem of
our men being segregated and extirpated, in South Africa and
Kenya, U. S. A. and Canada, the very same process is
perpetrated under our nose, even by those who claim to possess
sufficient light and worldly wisdom.
i ORIGIN

To trace the origin of the Nayadis is to dive deep into the
unknown past. steeped in superstition and mythslogy. The
unsophisticated  villager believes that the Nayadis are the
descendants of the Namboodiri Brahmin who in remote past was
ostracised for some unknown reason. Even to-day any ‘Nayadi
is called by the name of Nilakantan and it is considered a
blessing to give him food and clothing. Logan says that of the
Navadis, the dog-eaters, nothing definite i1s known. 7 he authors
of :rhe Malabar Gazetteer, Messrs. Inais and Evans, both [. C. S.
Officers who were once at the head of Malabar administration
state that “their name suggests that they were originally
hunters.” Perhaps these writers think that the © Malayalam "
word ‘Nayat’ meaning hunting, corresponds with that of
‘Nayadi.'” 1f so the “Malayas” who even now keep to the
mmountains, subsisting on hunting must also be known by the
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name of Nayadi. Moreover the Nayadis are not found to confine
themselves to the mountainous regions. Hence this idea is not
acceptable. But the rational view is that like the “Cherumas”
and other polluting castes the Nayadis are the remnants of the
aborginies in Malabar, who gradually imitated the manners and
customs of people, who migrated to Malabar, from outside
Kerala. Of course prominence is given to this view in the
gazetteer, and it is interesting to note in this connection that
such names as Raman and Krishnan, Theyyan and Chami, Kali
and Nili, are found amongst them.

HI WHERE FOUND.

Wherever there is heavy traffic, hoarse human voices
booming through the sultry air or pattering rain can be heard by
the passers by. The same heart-rending noise is familiar to
many in these parts disturbing their naps over their mid-day
meal. This is the laborious cry of the Nayadi who bawls out
for altus from a distance as he is obliged to keep beyond the
prescribed limit of seventy two fect. If a little care is taken to
ascertain the en,anation of such a noise, barbarous looking
human forms in dark and dirty cloths can be seen in all sorts of
suppliant attitudes. for a sinall pittance of one pie or two pies or
for a few chillies and little salt. And this is the Nayadi who
ekes out his life of drudgery and degradation, by throwing
himself at the feet of people, who may or may not throw away
some trifling crumbs.

Beyond the reach of ordinary human beings, far away from
frequented thoroughfares and foot-paths, the Nayadis build their
hovels. They lie scattered here and there and are found in the
Palghat, Walluvanad and Ponnani Taluks of Malabar. Their
number according to the last census is only 417 and they show
signs of gradual extinction.

'V OZCUPATION.

That which stands in the way of the Nayadis' decent means
of living, is the callous indifference of the upper classes. They
are forbidden by custom to earu their living wages. They shall
not hawk fuel, grass and other forest products, like the
“Cherumas”. Consequendly they resort to begging, which they
perform with the maximum trouble and minimum advantage.
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A state of semi-starvation is the result and they eat rats, crabbs
bandicoots, pigs, monkeys and birds. But they do not eat COW;
flesh and scrupulously refrain from eating dogs. Lack of good
drinking water also adds to their trouble. Thus the impossibility
of getting work to subsist upon, the difficulty of earning their
livelihood by begging and the insanitary conditions of life, have
contributed to the gradual dwindling down of the Navadis.
But of late, stray instances of Land Lords who afford agricx;ltural
labour for the Nayadis, and of philanthrophists who dig wells in
their quarters, are to be found. But what little they can achieve
is blighted by the conservatism of their fellow men and by the
refusal of other polluting castes to mingle with the Nayadis
even while working. It is curious to note in this respect that
even Mohomedans ask the Nayadis not to pollute them.
V SOCIAL LIFE.

Now a peep into their social world. The Nayadis move
and mingle with their fellow men who are within their reach,
the modern means of communication being inaccessible to them.
All of them are completely illiterate and are not even able to
give an idea of their respective ages. They speak in Malayalam
which greatly corresponds with the written language. -

Though miserably poor they too celeberate their marriages.
In this connection The Malabar Gazetteer states that “ The
Nayadis are monogamists and it is the practice for a boy to
marry his cousin.” The former part of the statement is all rié}',t_
But the latter portion is at variance with what has been gathered
on personal enquiry. There is also a reference to the method of
selecting the bride-groom in the Gazetteer, which now has
perhaps gone out of fashion. It is stated that the bridegrooms
who are in search of the hand of a bride are asked each with a
stick to stand round a hut of leaves, in which the bride is seated
and required to poke the same into the hut when the' father of
the bride gives a signal by his songs and bea.ing of the drum.
The owner of the particular stick which is caught by the bride is
married on the spot. This custom might have existed before.
Brides are purchased for two to five rupees. A string of beads
forms the bride's ornament, and the same is tied as the “Thali”
round her neck by the bridegroom's sister. The small party of
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guests who accompany the bridegroom are fed with rice,
curries and toddy. The very same day the married pair settles
down in Bridegroom’s hut. Chastity is a great virtue with them.
VI SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

The most essential thing to be done in the matter of
improving their lot, is the change of mentality of the upper
classes, towards these suppressed people. When once the
caste people set the fashion all the other castes who sit tight
upon the Nayadi, will gradually loosen their grip. They are
not to be considered as the mere refuse of humanity born only to
die of starvation and disease. They can be made to earn a
decent living by dint of their industry, if only they are allowed to
frequent such places as are frequented by the Cherumas ana
other polluting castes, Land-lords, big and small, who keep
colonies of ‘Cherumas’ for their agricultural labour, can with
advantage have colonies of Nayadis. When the Land-lord allows
them to come nearer, naturally their labourers also follow them
in due course.

But a practical difflculty confronts the social worker in this
connection. It is rather uphill work to make the Nayadi refrain
f om begging. It has got so ingrained in his blood that he is
very reluctant to give it up. Every time he receives alms, he is
encourged in this soul killing business. When the alms giver
feels that he has liberally given to the Nayadi, the latter’'s temp-
tation for the dirty business increases by leaps and bounds. If
instead of throwing one anna or a two anna piece or some rice
and cloth, he is asked to bring some fue! or grass, or other
forest products. and if those articles are purchased at a liberal
cost, it will be a profitable source of encoragement to him. Besi-
des, he knows to make excellent 1opes out of a sortt of creeper
which is found in the forest regions and also to collect honey.
Able bodied Nayadis must be asked to procure these articles by
people who are interested in their welfare.

Since the Nayadis have their huts in the open places, where
nature has her free ylay, the problem of insanitary sourroundings
never arise in their case. The trouble is with the water which
they use. This can be rectified by the consruction of regular
wells in their vicinity. But however, attempts have been made
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to provide them with better houses. A special colony of Naya..
dis was established in the Cochin State, at government cost, bv
Mr. (Now Sir) T. Vijayaraghavachari, while he was the Dewan.
But almost all the houses are now deserted. Lack of proper
supervision and independant means of earning their livelihood,

*contributed to the failure of the scheme. Another experiment
is now being made by arich Land-lord in Kollengode. A few
Nayadi families are grouped together and are provided with
housing accomodation. They are also regularly employed in.
field labour. But the difficulty of preventing them from resor-
ting to their laborious begging is staring him in his face.

But again the problem of segregation and the tyranny of
caste people, cannot be solved by these colonies. To draw
them out of their isolation, to extricate them from age long
oppression and deppression and to make them a class capable of
winning their bread by the sweat of their brows, must always be
the end and aim of those who work for the uplift of the Nayadis.

Even in their present position, scattered as they are in
different parts, Taluk Boards can do a good deal in relieving the
Nayadis of their misery. The Boards can construct wells for
the use of Nayadis, and can afford facilities for the education of
their young ones. They should be supplied free of cost, with
slates, books, clothing and at least one meal a day and it should
be placed under the management of a special commiittee of
self sacrificing workers. Now they are greatly terrified and
tryrannised over by other people, and they will be beaten to
death, if they dare to send their boys to schools.

Therefore the first and the foremost step is the force of
public opinion which if properly influenced will make the
Nayadis a wage earning class. When once they find that they
are able to earn a decent living, their education and higher ambi-
tions naturally follow. It is well nigh impossible to change the
angle of Vision of the elder generation. The youth of the nation,
the hope of the future, have to put their shoulders to the wheel
with undying optimisim and enduring faith that

s verereies This world so bubbles with His name
That it may chance, along with it He moves
Insignificant through the many crowds”

SAINT JAYADEV

N. G. SREENIVASA IYER, M. A,, L. T.

IN the vicinity of Jaganath was the village of Bindubilwa.
It was inhabited by Brahmins versed in Vedic lore; and among
them was Jayadev. He was inherently good-natured, serene
and contemplative. He expended his time largely in the
education of the Self and in dedicating himself to the worship

of Lord Vishnu.

There was in the same village another Brahmin named
D-va Sarmaa, who was pining away for birth of a child. He
used to make his appea.l to the Diety in the Temple of Jaganath
and on one occasion, went so tar as to pledge that, in case he
had children, he would directly offer the first-born as a free gift
to the Lord.

Somectime after. he had a daughter born to him, and a few
virtuous sons also in succession. He rightly remembered his
promise to the Deity and so, in the company of his wife and
daughter he went before the Lord in the Temple and bowing
before Him, Solemnly and willingly fulfilled his pledge by
surrendering his daughter, the first-born, to the care of the

Deity, ard walked out of the precincts.

The same night Vishnu appeared to the Brahmin and the
priests ot the Temp'e in their dreams, told them that he was
mightily pleased with the Devotion of the Brahmin and desired
that the daughter should b: wedded to Jayadev. His Chosen
Devotee. The Brah nin could not disbziieve the dream, for it
agreed so remarkably with that of the priests. Accordingly he
led kis daughtar before Jayadev, who was then dwelling outside
the village, on the frinz-s of a forest, in a hut made cf green

leaves and rushes.

But Jayadev was poor and careless of matenial comforts.
He anchored his faith in the Lord, his face beamed with delight.
There was a supernal splendour about him. Deva Sarman
approached him and requested him to accept Padmavathi, his
daughter, as his partner in life, because he was bidden to do so
by the Lord, Jayadev would not agree. He said that he was

houseless and poor and that therefore he was unfit to marry;
.
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nor, he said, had he entertained any such desire. He thought
that I?cva Sarman might perhaps be practising a clever
deception on him because he spoke of the sanction of the Lord.

He was surprised at the baseness of the proposal and, therefore,
Deva Sarma might quit his presence.

Deva Sarman, however, brought in the priests of the
Temple who, in their turn, told hin: that it was the Lord's wish
that he should wed Padmavathi, and tried their best to get
him round to accept the offer. But Jayadev was as firm as
adamant. Deva Sarman was at his wists® end. He could not
find a way out of the difficulty. He said to his daughter “ My
Beloved! This Brahmin is your Lord and husband. You should
always worship him. Remain with him and spend your days
in attending to his comforts.”

Thus saying he left his daughter there and went home.
Padmavathi served Jayadev with pious regard ad dutiful
attention, when on one occasion, the latter broke forth, “ You
are deserted by your parents and you shall have to remain
friendless in this forest.” Padmavathi replied “ Ok, My Lord,
My parents have given me away as a gift to your noble self.

Therefore, I am yours. | am devoted to you and innocent

in my dealings with you. | pray you; don’t abandon me. | am
not friendless when you are with me.”

Jayadev mused for a while. She must be speaking the
truth. It would be sinful to leave her to her fate and so, it
would indeed be proper on his part to take her to her father's
home and marry her according to ceremonial rites. He informed
her of his resolve and accerdingly, led her home and married her
in an auspicious hour. Thereafter, he took up his residence, as
before, in that lonely hermitage, with his devoted wife who
spared no pains in administering to his comforts. The two had
only one hcart between them; They dedicated their lives wholly
to the worship of Vishnu and spent all their time blissfully in
pious devotion to Him, in signing of His Glories.

Jayadev did not find any pleasure in a worship which knew

of no method. He therefore desired to ‘propitiate the Lord by
v
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composing songs of his own about him and began to produce the
Octaves of the Githa Govinda. Every day he went before the
Deity in the temple of Jaganath in the company of his wife and
spent a few hours in singing the songs of his composing, and
dancing all the while. This was almost a daily routine with him.

One day he was penning a description of the Divine frolics
with Radha when it immediately occurred to him that he was
making Krishna tell her “Oh my beloved Radha! Throw your
legs up and keep them on my head; | shall certainly be glorified
thereby.” This was a heinous thought and not sanctioned by
religion or morals even in the case of mortals. How much more
heinous it ought to be when it was attributed to the Lord. Jeya-
dev could not endure it in his mind to give expression to this
thought and he could not improvise one for any easy
substitution. He found it difficult to bridge the gap. He stop-
ped, however and leaving hie manuscript at home went to the
bathing ghat, still absorbed in thought on the subject. Just then
the Merciful Lord, the lover of devotees, put on the appearance
of Jayadev, came up to his dwelling and calling upon Padmavathi
wanted her to bring to him the manuscript. She did so at once
and the Lord wrote therein, in the context to be filled in, what
exactly Jaydev's first thoughts were. And afterwards, he went
away in the direction of the bathing Ghat quite in the manner of

her husband.

Jayadev returned after bath; prayer and meal over, he betook,
himself to the work once more, when to his astonishment, he
found the interpolated verses of the Lord. He was sure he did
not write them Then how could they come in? Some one
else must have tampered with his work, he thought, and so he
asked his wife. “My dear, who can have written these lines?
| am sure | have'nt. This canrot be my writing too.” But
Padmavati said in reply, “My lord, You must sreally be mad to
speak in this wise or else you carry a practical joke too' far.
Could I so easily forget that you returned bome in a hurry and
after getting the manuscript from me, wrote therein yourself with
your very hand what is written there in and went back to the
bathing Ghat as quick]);ff"
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THE FIRST INDIAN LADY M. L. C.

Dr. Muthulakshmi Ammal, M.B. & C M.,

BY R. VIRARAGHAVA SARMA,

MARY Wollstonecraft in England and Condorcet in France
first started the movement for the liberty of woman, and from
that time women in various countries of the world have® been
trying to fight against the mid-Victorian doctrine of “the women's
place being the home,” emancipate themselves from age-long
trammels of social custom and to enter nation-building walks of
life which have all along been the close preserves of men. Indian
women, who have beeun imbued with the spirit of the hoary past,
have not been slow to fecl the effects of this ncw awakening

Slowly and silently, by patient and incessant toil, without any
suffragette demonstration or fire and brimstone they tried to free

themselves from shackles, entor every walk of public life and
fight their way into public bodies with a view to securing social
amelioration. The Montagu-chelmsford Act extended the fran-
chise to them: and taking advantage of this the woman began t5
knock at the doors of the L=gislative Councils. As the M:ha-
rani of Barcda recently observed, learning from the bitter
experience of other countries, our “steruer sex” showed sincere
co-operation and very discreetly capitulated. The legislative
gates were thrown open to womsn. [ wo wom'n in the whole
land stood for election but were not returned. It was left for
H. E. the Governor of Madras to nominate a woman to the
council and thus pave and smoothen the way for many more
wome~n to enter the Legislatures in future.

To Dr. Muthulakshmi Ammal belongs the rare privilege
and the unique honour of bzing the very fisst lady M. L. C. in
the land. Shz was born in 1886 in a respectable middle class
family in Pudukotah. While yet a little girl of 7 or 8 years she
showed an aptitudz for study whi:h wa; encouragzd by her
father who was in a high position in thz educational service of
the State. Under his guidance she passed the old Matriculation
Examination in private and studied for F. A. in the Rajah’s
College, Pudukotah, with the kind permission of the Raja Saheh,

She was the brightest pupil of the class; and Mr. 5. atyamurthi.
M. L, C, who was her class-mnate then W il bear ample testi_
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mony to the remarkable cleverness, and assiduity of the frail
little girl who carried off many prizes. With the Relp of the
State scholarship she joined the Madras Medical College in July
1907. and completed her course within five years, with distin-
ction, receiving several gold medals and honours, certificates in
medicine. surgery and midwifery. Having spent some time as
house surgeon in the Government Maternity Hospital, she set
up practice in the metropolis.  As Socrates held, women should
take up that work for which they are best qualified, and they are
eminently fitted to be doctors; and Dr. Muthulakshmi with the
suavity of her manners, geniality of disposition and wealth of
knowledge and .cholarship soon made a mark and established
her reputation in the profession.

Soon after, she married Dr. T. Sundara Reddi, F. R. C. S.,
L R.C.P.and S. L. S. P., who is now the Chief professor of
Anatomy in the Madras Medical College. Even as a wife and
mother, she found enough time for her practice and other public
activities. In July 1926 with the aid of the Governmen* of India
scholarship she went to England and specialised in the diseases
of women and children.  On her way back home, she attended
the Paris Internation2] Congress of Women as one of the two
delegates from India, the other being Mrs. Rukmani Lakshmi-
pathi, B. A. There she had the singular good forture of meeting
the best and foremost women of the world. Very much influ-
enced by their activities in every sphere of private and public life,
she after her return to India, has been taking an active part in all
the movements for the uplift of Indian women. And when she
was some time azo nominated to the Council, she accepted the
nomination at the request of the several women's associations
and others in Madras.

Dr. Muthulakshmi has chalked out a programme of work in
the Council, and to the present writer she said she would work
for better and more suitable education of our girls, for maternity

3-‘\ and child-welfare amenities, for the supression of childmarriage,
:3brothels and other social cankers eating into the vitals of the

f fruitful work in the field of social wel-
f the position of women in the domain
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of personal law.” Dr. Muthulakshmi's example will, without
doubt, inspire many mccse women to enter the Legislative !
Councils; and | hope that to those who desire to see the day

when many wormen enter the councils to do social work and
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