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BANANAS A REMEDY FOR
SCURVY.

Investigations and experiments made
recently under the supervision of Walter
H. Eddy, a specialist in nutrition, proved
that the banana may be placed among the
important sources of vitamines, especial-
ly of the anti-scorbutic vitamin C. Itis
therefore of great value in preventing and
curing scurvy, a disease due to the lack

<" of this vitamin in the diet. The vitamin

content of the banana, its availability and
comparative cheapness make it a competi-
tor with orange and tomato juice for use
in infant feeding.

Doctor Eddy reports a case of an in-
fant being cured of scurvy by being fed
every four hours with a mixture of ripe
bananas and milk. Nosigns of digestive
disturbance appeared. Banana and milk,
in proper proportion, constitutes a com-
plete food.—Good Health.

REGULARITY IN HABIT
THE KEYNOTE TO HEALTH.

Those who have had most experience
with modern mothercraft realise that one
of the most important factors in infant
management is to avoid irregularity of,
or undue frequency in, action of the bowels;
such irregularity leading to trouble-
some conditions of diarrheea which all
those experienced in handling children
know to be one of the most diffic

el bLAdd D Q .
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which is nature’s protest and which leads
to a -refusal to dct, at any rate, for a
period. It is obwious that if the inner
Hning of the bowel! be torn or broken it
provides a more facile opportunity for the
absorption of toxins and bacterial matter
than the undamaged lining would present.

The evils of constipation have been
very much exaggerated. It has been
generally stated that among these evils
are the absorption into the system of the
products of decomposition from the fzcal
matter, but it does not require very much
thought to appreciate that ~neither
decomposition itself nor the absorption of
the products of decomposition can occur
so readily from hard or constipated facal
matter as from a fluid nutritive medium.
The more liquid the bowel contains the
greater would be the rate of decomposition
and the more easily would follow the
absorption of the resulting toxins—a
thought which we recommend to those
who are advising the method of training
infants to follow the habits of such animals
as birds or sheep. Further, those who
succeed in training infants in frequent and
irregular acts of defeecation will probably
be disappointed not only in regard to
their expectations of improved health in
the baby, but by the reaction—inertia of
the bowel—which is almost sure to
follow just as it is comsequent upon
attacks of uninvited diarrhcea.

ult
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HEALTH.

It has to be borne in mind that the
human infant, though biologically founded
in the same fashion as the animal, has to
meet a life governed by rules, conventions
and customs, the inevitable concomitant of
civilisation, and that the normal instincts
which are entirely adequate to the needs
of wild untrammelled animal life have, in
civilised life, to be supplemented and
restricted by education. This education
begins at birth and concerns itself with
the education of the body no less im-
portantly than with the education of the
mind.

In regard to the functions of nutrition,
the wild animal is guided in its search
for and selection of food by the physio-
logical condition of the body, eats when
it wants and defecates when the
physiological condition of the body
requires it.

In the human animal this nutritive
function has been brought into line with
the requirements of custom. Meals are
taken at regular intervals and the physio-
logy of the body to some extent adapts
itself to this experience. As a natural
corollary, defzcation should be regular,
and, with the exception of the infant, at
24.hourly intervals is found to be satis-
factory to the health needs of the
organism.— National Health.

TO WHOM COLD WEATHER
IS NOT ADVISABLE.
- A, )

may. hrave. any sort o
." But .cé{d'én‘a wih%e%eédl;
for people with heartdisease, high blood
pressure and chronic nephritis. Many a
person affected with one of those diseases
has paid with his life because he
went out when the temperature was
very low or when it was very windy.
This is not merely an “impression,” an
impression shared however by all obser-
vant physicians, but has been proved by
statistics, dealing with the relationship
between low temperature and sudden
deaths. People with heart disease,
arteriosclerosis and chronic kidney troubles
should live in amild warm dry climate—
orif they can’t do that they should keep to
their rooms when the weather is un-
favourable ; in common parlance when the
weather 1snasty—Critic and Guide.

MILK VITAMIN AND RICKETS.

[PANCHANAN BASU M.D. (Berlin).]

Vitamin is the life-giving factor of food.
Its chemical structure is not kmown but
its f.unctions are  well known to the
physiologists. It promotes growth and
dgvelopment In general, it nourishes the
vital organs of the body specially the
ductless, glands namely the thyroid,
adrenal bodies, pituitary bodies etc. And
in this way it indirectly controls the whole
metabolism of the system.

From what we have said above it is
quite natural that milk which has been
provided as a food for the young growing

mammals should contain a good deal of
this life-giving and growth-promoting
factor—vitamin. When I talk of milk I
mean milk natural and normal as it is
sucked by the young animal, from the
mother’s breast, so that the ideal source of
vitamin is raw fresh milk.

Mother's milk is the ideal food for the
new-born baby, because it is sucked direct-
ly from the breast. There is no chance of
its being contaminated by bacteria or dust.
The nursing mother must have good
nourishment in order that she may produce
vitamin-rich milk. It has been found by
experimenting on milch cows that cows
fed on green fodder produce a relatively
vitamin-richer milk than the cows fed on
dry fodder. The quantity of vitamin in
the milk of cows in temperate regions
depends also on the sunlight to which the
cows are exposed. So in temperate
regions, where during summer cows remain
whole days out-door grazing on green
fields, the milk is found to be very rich in
vitamin in the summer season. Of course
in temperate regions where green fodder
is not available at all in winter the ad-
vanced dairy farmers have been trying to
en.rich the vitamin content of the milk by
exposing the cows torays of the artificial
sun or the ultra-violet rays.

If we are to take analogy from these
experiments on milch cows, then the
natural conclusion is that the nursing

spoked _in ~such -

she has no oppud f bask

190
ing in th
sun. .. . :

‘The vitamins, I have said before, are
abundant in raw fresh milk. If the milk
is heated for a long time at 100:degree
centigrade, that is at boiling temperature
then it looses its vitamin and this boiled
milk is therefore unable to supply the
vitamin needs of the growing baby.

What is the effect of absence of vitamin
of the food in the baby? It means the
onset slow and certain of that disease
called rickets. In the popular mind
rickets is a disease associated with soften:
ing and deformities of bone. But thig
deformity of bone is only one of the
symptoms of the disease which is evident
when the disease is in its advanced stage.
Rickets is ‘ot a bone disease only, itisa
disease of the whole body. In rickets the
resistance of the tody to disease is dimi-
nished, that is why such rickety children are
very liable to diarrhcea or to bronchitis.
It is through these secondary complica-
tions that rickets owes its heavy mortality
among the infants who are artificially fed.

I have said that artificially fed babies
are prone to rickets and its complications.
For in artificial feeding of babies one
usually employs various milk mixtures and
milk-foods, that is the so.called patent
baby foods. These lack in vitamins and
unless some vitamins are added artificial-
ly these foods are absolutely useless and
unwholesome for the artificially fed

e
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mother should eat plenty of green vege-
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baby. As I have said before that
fresh and raw milk contains the vitamins
intact, bub they can not be wused as
such because of the danger of infection.
The infections that may be transmitted
through raw milk are numerous, namely
infantile diarrhcea, dysentery, typhoid,
cholera, and tubecculosis. So the risk is
too great, if we give raw milk. Attempt
has been made to free the milk from the
disease-bacteria without at the same time
diminishing its vitamin content. This is
done by pasteurisation, that is heating the
milk at 60° to 709 centigrade for at least
half-an hour. This process can be adopt-
ed in household by utilising a metal pot
in which the milk bottles are placed and
in which the water is hedted by slow fire
and its temperature is controlled by thermo-
meter.

In many of the western countries
the dairy farms have installed machi-
peries for pasteurisation of milk on a
large scale and such pasteurised milk can
be obtained in sterilised bottles for prepar-
ing baby’s food.

I have said before that rickets is caused
by the absence of vitamin in baby’s diet.
This is not the only factor in the produc-
tion of rickets. A doctor of Vienna named
Huldchinsky, has now established beyond
doubt that absence of sunlight as one
comes across in the large tenement houses
of big cities is one of the most important
factors in the production of rickets. This
corroborates well with the old idea that
rickets is a disease of the people of low
social status with filthy and insanitary
surroundings but unfortunately we come

asses in India. This is ascribed to the
iilgcs)rous purda system and the shutting 015
the babies from wind and sunlight, Wt'lll'c
one cees very frequently in rich families
specially amongst the Mahommedans. Dr.
Huldchinsky has shown that nckets.l can
be easily cured by exposing the; children
to artificial sunlight or ul.tra-vmlet rays.
The sunlight or ultra-.wolet rays %re
applied to the naked skin of the chi d.
'.lPhe system of putting new bor.n bablgs in
the sun, which is so prevalent in India is

In our country, sunlight is abundant
for most of the year except during the
rainy season. My suggestion is, why can
we not utilise this free sunlight in
revitaminising so to speak, boiled milk.
For this purpose I shall suggest that
boiled milk should be powdered in
absolutely cleaned and flat trays, not
more than half an-inch deep, and exposed
to the strong morning sun in a place free
from dust and strong winds. Of course
one difficulty will be the flies and for this
some one must scrupulously supervise
this sunning process of milk. This
sunning process can be carried under a
screen or the best way would be in a
closed box with sheets of that special kind
of glass called vita—glass. This glass has
the property of transmitting ultra-violet
rays which the ordinary pane window
glasses obstruct. Of course the use of
this vita.glass chamber is the ideal
condition for the activation of milk.

But for ordinary practice this activated
milk powder will be more practicable.
And it has been found that this property
is not lost by keeping. And in using such
milk powders with proper precaution one
can be sure of absolute sterility of the
baby’s food.

The duration of exposure to the rays
of the ultra-violet lamp is thirty minutes.
But as the sun rays in the plains are not
so rich in ultra-violet rays on account  of
the absorption that they go in penetrating
through the dust and smoke, it is
necessary, that the period of exposure
should be at least doubled.—Health and

THE MOTHER AND THE BABE

With the birth of the foetus in the
womb, there comes through an unknown
and mysterious process, changes in
the -mother’s body and- especially in
the breasts. In outward appearances
the changes are very marked, the
nipples become’ more erect, the rings
round the nipples become darker and
the breasts themselves more tight.
The last is due to the filling of the
milk ducts with a substance at first

thus based on & - Very strong scientific watery which gradually turns into a

‘g(ounds.

above facts we see that milk, a
S0 I theseiace to a certain extent that brings milk 1n the mothers’ breasts

This to provide food and drink for a helpless
Moro of Heidelberg creature who can take on other diet
is the

nlight can replace tO ‘
:Ee a%sence of vitamin in the diet.

gave the idea to Prof.

i i i exposing it to withot
to actlvatef bo;llg(ilslilkltr:-ylele[: lamgp and will of Providence that the child should
e femmits we on mother’s milk and the
ry milk powder in arrangement is nothing but complete.
limetre to an ultra-violet
distance of 90.c. m. that is
And in his children’s

Moro has seen that this so
vitaminised milk-powder can
This powdered
h has been exposed to ultra-
ow commercially manufac
and is being used for
f baby's food. _This
f activation of milk is a

his results were suc
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thin layers of mil
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aboEt 24 inches.
clinic Pxi::f.
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tured in Germany
the preparation 0O
discovery © i
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e?tc;;:icial feeding of children. The
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gome of the childr.en
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cessful. He has gone

the history o
The result

1g clinics in Switzer-

coloured' substance known as
It is a mysterious arrangement

white

injuring  himself. It
live only
If the mother

process for
problem

liberal point of view,

digestive  disturbance

is healthy, as she
ought to be, breast feeding is the ideal
maintaining a babe. The
of .infant feeding should be
approached with common sense and a
The objective
is the choice of a diet that will promote
normal development without producing
or. pathologic
changes and the best diet is the breast
I milk.

If there is on extraneous cause present,
in the child may live on mother’s milk alone
for some months before teething. The
supply of milk should be adequate and if

the mother be healthy, nothing is required
to improve the quality of the food.

In no case the child should be deprived
of his birthright for fashion, to steal a
few years from the appearance of the
body and to relegate the task to a nurse
or a maidservant. We cannot find
suitable words to give expression to the
feeling with which we abhor this practice.
The assimilation of inferior kind of milk
degenerates the body as well as the mind
of the child.

If the mother is suffering from any
disease the case is altogether different.
In that case only artificial feed may be
substituted for mother’s milk, otherwise
not. There are mothers with insufficient
supply of milk or those who experience
fatigue in suckling their babes, and these
mothers require proper care and nourish-
ment so that the general health advances
to a normal state of energy and well being,
while continuing to breast feed her baby.

Mothers have got intimate connection
with the healthy growth of the child even
after their bodily separation and cases are
very common, even an everyday experience,
when mothers’ indiscretion in the choice
of diet brings disease in their suckling
children. Taking of foods which are not
easily digestible in mothers, produce
griping and other digestive disorders in
children, acid producing food in mother
causing acidity, and so on. It is therefore
essential that mothers take proper diet to
produce lacteal secretion which will con-
tain the normal percentage of fats and

proteins which latt ; esgential for
salthy Erowth ang development of a

child’s body.

Before taking to other methods for
improvement in the supply of milk, the
mother may well try to find out for h_erself
which - diet will suit her best without
creating any sort of disorder in the consti-
tation, Regularity in all matters should
be a point which is to be strictly fqllowed,
especially in taking meals, exercise and
rest. The mother should take abundance
of pure water, breathe pure air and take
light, easily digestible food. Cereals and
vegetables may be used to promote lacta-
tion.

It is common knowledge that exu-
berance of feeling affects the working of
the human machine, beneficially -or
adversely as the case may be. The
mother ought to take all possible care t0
avoid all kinds of mental worries and
anxieties. Fear, anger and the like has
got a great influence on the body and may
in extreme cases stop the supply of milk
altogether. These are the pitfalls ‘Vl}lcb
the nursing mothers should guard againsts
as they might lead to influence both the
supply and the quality of the milk.

During the period of lactation there

should be no sexual relationship with t8¢

mate as that might lead to a hastene

pregnancy and the resultant evils or if by

chance such catastrophe is avoided

breast milk is sure to deteriorate in quallty
8 2 consequence of excessive Dervous

excitement in th ther.—~
e body of the m?—l. % H

(Continued on page 9.)
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of such quantity of land as may be sufficient for the proper
PAGE maintenance of himself and his family. The small size of the
Health :— holdipg means a greater exhaustion of the soil, an insufficient
Bananas a Remedy for Scurvy 3 security for the ryot and consequently a higher rate of interest
Regularity in Habit the Keynote to Health 3 on which he borrows; and is a fruitful source of friction and
To Whom Cool Weather is not Advisable 3 litigation. The sub-division of holdings is a great hindrance
Milk Vitamin and Rickets 3 to the economic prosperity of the ryot and is an impediment,
The Mother and the Babe 4 in <th.e way of land development and land improvement, to
Laugh and Live Long 9 effective organization and even to adequate tillage and inten-
Management of Cows 9 sive cultivation. Increasing population, frequent transfer of
land and the rigid laws of succession, make it almost impossi.
Editorial :— ble to forcibly restrict the size of a holding. In India the
: N . 5 rigorous law of inheritance involves a difficult economic ques-
Uneconomic Holdings 5 tion which cannot be easily solved. A comparison of the
Agriculture in Madras 6 sizes of agricultural holdings in the different countries as
Labour in Madras specified below will show the relative position of India in that
T respect :—
-0 _ .
» tIlrl:iiaIx;“I)r:;orts 8 Name of Country. Average size of holding.
”
Madras Survey and Settlement 8 g:f:;; & Wales 2‘1 5 acres.

Agriculture in Assam 8 France 2025 "

Vegetable Products 8 Denmark 40 ::

‘Miscellaneous :— 11?1215::1? 12‘2% ”»

Co-operative Finance and Agriculture 9 United States 148 ”,

Japan 3 "

' China 3'25 "

For God, Crown and Country. India 2 to 3

In Indiaitself the sizes of holdings vary considerably in
different provinces as will be evident from the following
sizes :—

Name of Province. Average size of ryot's holding.

8

He does not care to dabble in questions of economics and 1915 7
hardly scrutipises whether his holding is economic or not.
.Government or patriots have to thiak for him.
‘Landlord and the money-lender he finds himself as between
the Devil and the Deep Sea which are brought closer by the
Courts of Justice. It is fortunate that the dumb millions of
‘India are destined now to be in the hands of a Viceroy who
is sure to prove the ryots’ friend by taking keen interest in the
Agriculture of India. The agricultural problems of the coun-
try have been -scrutinised by th:e Royal Commission and the
fruits of the Labour of his Commission will soon be in the
hands of the public in the form of a report. Experts from all
parts of India are of opinion that the science of agriculture
is powerlgss so long as the cultivator’s holding continues to be
‘short of an economic unit. Itis not possible to lay down by
a rule of thumb what is an economic unit. With the increase
of populatien the sub.division of ho_l_dings is gradually increas-
ing. The average necessary expendityre of the ryot’s famil
should at least be covered by the average income from the hold-
ing. The average size qf the holding is different in different partg
of the country and 2 bigger size i pot necessarily indicative of
It is thé out-turn from the holding that is the
t factor in determining the ryots’ prosperity
be the size of - a holding; it should not be so
below the point of marginal utility, and it is the
of the Government to see that the poer agriculturist is
kept back from such a crisis, who should be in a possession

a larger yield.
most .importan
whatever may

mall as to be

uty

§e§§>- .‘; PP 4. ) -
is the. most important
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UNECONOMIC HOLDINGS.
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erson [n the economic lif
!gfmmp; e than three-faurths of the

United Provinces 7-83 acres
Madras Presidency 3to4 .
The Punjab 8 to 10 "
Behar 1 "
Orissa 8 "
Bomba "

y Presidency 123
. o . 13-t0. 2084

t thefefore " dis.,
Bl L to the'-wi ‘f)"?dwlth ' gives
e i e g to the" wisrae % - ‘Dt! Harold' Mann's
‘exarninatiorl of Zes '6F holdings in. the Deccan sho
th:e’foﬂowin‘g‘- results :— LS n¢ Deccan shows

G{T‘ell:_s, Nuives
life of Indis.

total popplation.” He js the victim of economic forces over Year. = . Average size of the holdi
-which very little control is exercised. .He takes no notice of 1771 e ‘S:(Z)e ° ag:esholdlng§.
“the political .qurld and is hardly touched by the changes in 1818 17%

fashion absorbing the attention of more  civilised individuals. 1820-40 ' 14 "

114
2
If statistics for other parts of India be taken, the figures
would be equz_zlly alarming. The only panacea lies in education
and co-operation. Education in methods of intensive cultiva-
tion and in growing 2 variety of crops on the same plot of land
without impairing the quality of the soil by the use of different
kinds of manures should be imparted. Real agricultural educa-
/tion with the old rural communalism which has died out in many
provinces without being accompanied by the birth- of any new
conception of .socxal solidarity should be restored and the old
communal habits should be adapted to new social and agricul-
tural needs. The Japanese cultivator is far more prosperous
than h'lS Indian compeer, which is due to his superior methods
of agncul_ture and b}etter organization through diverse forms of
co-operative organizations and brotherhoods. Co-operative -
consolidation should be effected in villages. If the system of
co-operation can be introduced and utilised to the full, a great
and glorious future will await the agricultural interests of India.

—— —

AGRICULTURE IN MADRAS.

Between the

The report of the administration of this department durip
the year 1926-27 reveals that the Agricultura] College can novs
a,CCQ_meda,te forty students each year as against twenty
previously. In the difficult matter of agricultural education the
department has endeavoured to use to the best advantage such
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Tacilities and resources as are at its command. The degree
course is the only course of instruction now given at the Agri-
cultural College. Owing to the increased accommodation now
available there forty students were admitted during the year,
the number has been equalled during the current year, and
there is no reason to suppose that this number will not be
maintained in future years; there seems to be a considerable
demand for this type of agricultural education. The outlook,
‘however, is not so bright in the agricultural middle schools
though signs are not lacking that the schools may eventually
prove a success. The middle schools were in the nature of an
experiment in the education of the cultivating ryot in better
methods of cultivation. Though it is a matter for regret that
the experiments here and there should have met with little
success, the Government do not copsider that this want of
success should stop further experiments in this type of educa-
tion. They propose to open more schools and it is to be hoped
that these schools will prove successful. The research work of
the department was carried on as in previous years both at
Coimbatore and at the various experimental stations, of which
there are now thirty-one in the Presidency. Attention is chiefly
devoted to the paddy and cotton crops, and it is satisfactory
that not only has research on these two crops found certain
improved strains and better methods of cultivation but that the
ryots are willing to take advantage of the results of the research.
The demand for improved strains of paddy from the Aduturai
station, for example, was more than twelve times the amount
which the station could supply. The work on cotton has been
chiefly devoted to the introduction of improved strains and to
the administration of the Cotton Transport Act which is
designed to prevent the adulteration of the crop. In this Presi-
dency there are three areas, viz., the Northerns and Westerns
area, the Tiruppur-Cambodia area and the Tinnevelly area,
which are protected under the Act, and in each of these the
department has evolved and distributed improved types of
cotton. The effort of the department have been largely in.
fructuous in the past owing to the infiltration of inferior cotton
from outside and it is to improve this state of affairs that the

.Cotton Transport Act has been brought into force. The work. __ymissioper’s
g fé .~ "Negapatam in November 1926, bear

i and t _ e
mgrl gformozsﬂc?gfsjyg?fgﬂﬂéé% certain 31 v Yks m:gidte}:f
:on of amending the rules is at present under €O t
qqestlonEo eriments on sugarcane, dry crops, cocoanuts, etc.,
2ggfihuedxguring the year. There should be considerable ex-

ion i i ection for breeding purposes, and
S t};;i\ﬁgf;o;ids to distribute the bulls so that a
endegvou&s st may be made to effect a much needed xm{)ro;'e-
definite © ork The number of bulls at present avaulabef gr
ment in §toCis not large and should increase. .The work l;). the
dls‘t."butmnl Department should not end with research; the
f\g"cultura ts and knowledge which the department has at 1t§
“Ppmvemen t be brought to the notice of the cultwator,f m;1
disposal 10t ust be made to induce him to mgke use of the
every effort 77 ered by the department. It is necessary to
advantag=s ohat the methods of cultivation and the agricultur-
demonstrats recommended by the department are not only

al implements earch institute and on the farms managed
satisfactory 18 thi f,ft can be proved to be satisfactory under

by the qepartm en btaining in the village. The depart-
the ordinacy soflcrl:t?; 2. cs;ystem of demonstration plots of which®
‘ment has I8 %nany hundreds in the Presidency. These plots
there ate noW land so that the new methods

i on the ryots’ own . :
are establ:tt::gte d with the old. It affords someb satlsffatcl::;t;
can be COt bat its work is_becring fruit, the number o
to know

; d for more.
: nd there is a constant deman {
plots hasklg(f:tgzrs:gn:tration, however, has been lgaglepe'eg]&i'f
The wat lack of men and money. There shou . a Sub
the past sz’noney to enable the Director to bring the Wwo
ciency ©

i in all
i to the notice of the ryot 1o
his departmen’ prommently icultural and Co-operative
arts of t

i ., The Agn I et .

he Pl:glslll‘cileggter realize that their \\fork is in certain
departments sde endent. The work of agr.lcultur.al.lmprm:-
respects u;)tel‘;l tz[:ken up by certain co-operative socuitleirlirlxl tb:
e !las ?e circle, and we hope th.at the e:f;lr:lpee societies
Tﬁcbmgl')o yother parts of the Premde{ncly. 4 a?opting the
followe n ivation of an area O and,
undertake tp:) it;l:;‘gefts suggested by the department. They

1

. i tising to
ean i j f demonstrating and adver
:S:lf(:)rmed with the ObJeCth: results of the researches of the

the neighbouring .;yots t

i
e

Agricultural Department, The results of working show that an

increased profit can be obtained from the,methods of agricult
advocated by the department. agriculture

LABOUR IN MADRAS.

During the year 1926.27 except for the strike on the
Bengal Nagpur_ Railway which affected to some extent the
menials and skillld workmen of Waltair and Vizagapatam
stations no strike or lock-out of a serious nature took place.
For some time before July 1926 the hardship of the women
employees of the Buckingham and Carnatic Mills were
represented in somewhat lurid colours at the meetings of the
Madras Labour Union. The management of the mills thought
it better in the circumstances not to employ any female labour
at all, and served in July 1926 a month’s notice of discharge
on about 100 women workers. The deputation of the labourers -
waited on the management to explain their point of view and
the management withdrew the notice on the day previous to
the public meeting arranged under the auspices of the Women’s
Association to protest against the action of the mill authorities,
At the meeting the management was thanked for the generous.
action. In August 1926 the South Indian Railway decided to
send the first batch of men from their workshops at Negapatam
to the Golden Rock shops in pursyance of the plan to trans.
fer the entire staff of the workshops to the latter place. The
Agent issued certain instructions regarding the conditions
under which work should start in the next place. Among the
changes made was included the withdrawal of the concession
of three days’ absence without leave and the men felt that
this was an infringement of established rights and refused to
go to the new station unless the old rule was restored., For a
time there seemed no prospect of an agreement. The Agent
ref.erred the matter to the Commissioner for arbitration. The
union of the men wished to send a deputation to the Com.

missioner before deciding to accept his arbitration but he replied
that if he was to arbitrate he could not hear the union in
advance. Event.ually the men consented to accept the Com.

'[}.¢§ and pronounc-
ed his award which was faveurably received by both parties
and has, on the whole, been adhered to. Two cases of light-
ning strikes occurred during the year, one in ghe-~Madmg_
Electric Tramways and the other in the Choolai Mills. In the
former about 250 drivers and conductors refused to go on.the
line one afternoon as a protest against the pumsi:nmen:. of
dismissal and suspension inflicted on two men. This ac ion
was not approved by the other workers and the Tramwaymen 3
Union condemned the hasty step taken by the dxix.ve:lstan
conductors referred to. The men were therefore oblige: A ?1 go-
back to duty. The workers of the Cheolai Mills s'u?ml;t e :,
list of their grievances to the mapagement, thel ch}e :glan
being a half.yearly bonus. Impatient of the de a7y bmt getting ;},
reply they struck work on the 24th January 19ZM du r?_s.:bn;e v
work immediately on the presuasion of the Ma l;'as our
Union which intimated to them that they had not the sanfctlon
of all the men for this extreme course. Th’; %8551650 the
Trade Unions Act gave an impetus to the Trade Unions in
Madras. Most of the Unions included in their hproErar.nl:m? a
demand for separate representation for labour l‘ti‘ t e'l egis atlvei
Council. A delegation from the International c:lxtl ehWol'kers
Federation visited Madras in December 19%%6 “1;1 erlt_he leader-
ship of the Right Hon’ble Thomas Shaw, M. C 'le object
of their visit was to ascertain the'condmons od textile labour
in factories. Their enquill;ies fdld t;%to :tXt:Iilne ttec:: t;ll;e ;fex:g:
d looms who form ~ter
::::ﬁ?;o;?ﬂal:?:n. The delegation was pfesenl]ted with addresses
of welcome by the leading unmions in t 1& 1Sxty. Messrs.
Pethwick Lawrence, M. P., and Saklatwala, Lo also visited
Madras and addressed labour meetings in the City. . The
Labour Advisory Board held two meetings during the year and
considered the subject of prompt payment of wages and the
deduction of fines from wages, and how to reg\}late temperature
in factories. The working of the Workmens Compensation
Act resulted in filing 96 cases during the year and a few
suggestions have been made to improve the working of }he Act
and remove certain anomalies. The Government <_1ec1de51 to
repeal the Madras Planters’ Labour Act and a repealing Bill is
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under consideration. Government issued orders under
Section 17 of the Act directing the owners of certain estates in
the Wynad to remedy the c}efects in the cgndmons of
labourers. Unemployment prevailed among the middle classes
affecting the chances of success of securing employment of the
Depressed Classes. A committee was appointed to take oral
evidence with reference to the unemployment of educated middle
classes and recommendations are being considered by the
Government. Ceylon and Malaya were the only two countries
to which emigration of gnskxlled labourers continued to be law-
ful. The number of emigrants who went to Mala)fa (1,59,061)
was double that of the previous year (78,174) owing partly to
the active demand for Jabour in that country and partly to the
local bad season. The num_ber of emigrants to Ceylon fell from
76,401 in 1925 to 56,722 in 1926, and this decrease seems to
be;r out that the absorption of Indian labour into Ceylon. is
reaching saturation point. One hundred and seventy four skill-
ed labourers emigrated through the port of Dhanushkodi during
the year. Of these, 140 persons consisting of jugglers, acrobats,
dancers, snake-charmers, etc., were assisted to emigrate to
Europe for the purpose of practising their protession. _The
recruitment of these persons has been stopped since the middle
of December last until further orders. The total number of
ersons recruited for Assam during the year ended 30th June
1926 was 8,575 against 13,684 during the year ended 30th
June 1925. Recruitment was done by garden sirdars working
under duly licensed local agents of the Companies in Assam tea
districts. Under the voluntary repatriation Scheme 1,454
persons returned from South Africain 5 parties. Messrs.
Parry & Co., Madras, continued to act as the local agents of
the Natal Government. Each adult repatriate was paid on
arrival a bonus of £ 10 subject to a maximum of £ 50 for a
family. The repatriates were also provided with railway
tickets to the stations nearest to their villages. The Protector
of Emigrants, Madras, and the Medical Inspector, Madras, or
the Protector of Emigrants, Dhanushkodji, met each party on its
arrival and ascertained from the repatriates the reasons for re-
turn and the conditions
N .g A fcot’ '.,"" ad _Detolin oo

from these Disteidtdsivd-they o
districts of Ganjam and Vizagapata triblited- 792 '}
against 663 from the remaining ten districts, ‘out of ~ 8
recruited during the year for Assam. - The Labour Department
had special staff working on behalf of the Depressed Classes
in several districts, The fo}lowing statement will show the
staff working under the District Labour Officers:—

35 2
2
+ 3 Y
114 § 58 ¢
8§88y T %P OE:
] [+
District. ) o 2 f: . < 2 E ¢ "é_!,: )
g 808 @ 029 ¢ @
5 6 eclglg 23 2 i8S , ¢
2 # ¥ RREL o 2 § B T 8o g 5 B
g 8§ g %78y 5 & o &5 £ § &
5 sdod8 & 688 a8 aa 28 5
Z — 11 9 1 1 2 12 f f f I fg
1 Tan LT Tl e e .
2 I%;:ttn?odavarl 1 1 ee eon wes g i é ...... g
} Gt o R S -
Bellary = - e 41 1 ..o 6
g South Ketara, - : 1o 33 2 1 5
7 Chingleput oo oo 2 . 61 1 I 3
8 South Arcot .. e . 41 1 .. .. 6
9 Trichinopoly e e 1 2
10 Malabar  eee eer o PR S 2 1
11 Madras e e D1 e 41 L .. .. 6 ..
12 Nell(:lreA‘ oo 1oL 41 & .o 6 ...
rth Arcot  wee «oe . . .
13 N;—I ousing problem for the Depressed Classes is receiving th

uring the year 2739 house-

stention of the Covernment P2 51477 acee for 619 cases
_snes Ye'e-nfa is Where suitable Government land was not
as 2113 bl wrivgate. lands were acquired under the LandTﬁcqms‘_
:iva aA:t I:)r in many cases by private n?gotlatlon. t e total
on ired during the year was 18729 acres at an aggre-
g acq‘fn{{ 1.89,268. The total number of house-sites
e "c:lofit ?ncei.he,inéeption of this department 1s 20,119 .from
ffbg' :t tshe disposal of Government and 24,25(:15 from private
l::d: acquired. One thousand one hundred and seventy one

co-operative societies were working at the beginning of the
year, 22 were transferred from the Co-operative Dapartment to
the control of the special staff and 8 societies were closed. In
all there were 1,329 societies at the end of the year and 148
were pending registration at the end of the year. The objects
of the societies organized are :—

(1) the financing of acquisition of house-sites on the
easy instalment system ;

(2) the financing by loans for agricultural purposes;

(3) the financing of charges in connection with culti-
vation and reclamation of land obtained on patta
or lease;

(4) provision of facilities for the discharge of debts
borrowed at high rates of interest from money
lenders;

(5) collective bargaining, sale and trade, and

(6) relief for the persons affected by the floods of 1924,

The educational activities of the Labour Depart-
ment continued to make steady progress. The main
lines of work in this direction are the opening of
schools for depressed classes wherever necessary, payment
of special grants to philanthropic bodies and others
interested in the education of the depressed classes, boarding
grents, scholarships and stipends, and the maintenance of
hostels. A beginning was madein teaching the lace industry in
Ponnamunda School, East Godaveri district, and a sum of Rs.
46-12-0 was spent for the purpose. A proposal to teach weaving
in another school in the same district has since been sanctioned.
The total number of teachers employed in the labour schools
rose from 807 in 1925.26 to 1,065 at the end of the year. Of
this number, 663 or 62 per cent are trained and the rest
untrained. In addition to the maintenance of schools financial
help was given to institutions run by private bodies. A sum of
Rs. 1,97,562 was spent during the vear on account of construce
tion and repair of wells or ponds, provision of pathways to
cheris, sites for wells, ponds, schools, latrines, burial or burn.
ing grounds and other purposes intended for the general
advancement of the depressed classes. The bulk of the amount

Anatapur 2
Arcot, North 29,356 32
Arcot, South . 45020 73* = 13,121 03
Bellary .. 58,139 97 33,959. 65
Chingleput «. 6,261 58+ 3,134 23+
Chittoor . 13,651 30* 4,554 79
Coimbatore ves 9,228 44 5,779 26
Cuddapah .. 43,380 36 13,083 02
Ganjam 8,739 18 3,417 08
Godavuri, East - 4,522 25 2,065 33
Godavari, West . 16,972 40 5,779 88
Guntur ... 47,185 96+ 19,945 67+
Kistna . 7,804 69+ 5,561 65+
Kurnool .. 49316 47 18,542 43
Madura . 18,561 13+ 7,682 37
Nellore .. 22,527 10* 10,372 63
Nilgiris, The %g; ;g 432 .;1)
Ramnad .

Salem ... 29,784 80 6,117 90
South Kanara e 22,281 80% 1,573 31
Tanjore e 9,541 08 951 89
Tinnevelly 5692 73 2,200 25
Trichinopoly e 25,945 91 3,138 30
Vizagapatam ces 2,170 65 877 81

The working of the Labour Department which requires
much tact on the part of the officers has been carried on with as

* little friction as possible in spite of caste jealousies manifesting

themselves here and there. Instances are not wanting in which
the caste people also actively co-operated in the work of the
Labour Department. The Labour Commissioner deserves th_e
congratulations of the public on the successful working of his
department during the year 1926-27.

* Revised figures after eliminating unsuitable lands,

e
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INDIAN IMPORTS.

“ The following table shows the imports
of motor cars during the past fourteen
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i the total lied 34
| imports Canada supp

Ofe;hte t:)k:: United States 30 per cent;i

;.r CUni'ted Kingdom 19 per cgng.,h a;17

Tealy 1 per cent., @S compared wit! ,

Italy o ent., respectively 1n the

32 ’19.and 7 per %engal hd 32 per cent,

preceding yea‘éombay 27 per cent.,, Sind

of ‘ihhe,I ;r(;l;'?s» 14 per cent., each and Burma
an

13 per cent- SETTLE-
-URVEY AND
MADRAS §‘4-ENT, 1926—27.

ing t r six survey parties were
qulniégetg:; were mainly engaged 1n
work,mga,s&mr, resurvey of the ryotwarl
theasq ain" the districts under restt.xrvegrr;
Tre +turn of the survey parties
The totfaé}ﬁ:tflescription was 1,688 square
w?rko compared with the forecast of
m‘kisS a:]ua're miles and 4n outturn Z%f
1,295 square miles in the year 1925‘7 o
*ddition an area of 37 square mi et?’ k
o ted land and of lands in whic
dlsaﬁoriient are interested in proprietary
Gfovem as ‘surveyed during the year.
villages s ts of East and West Godavari

In the distric f 169 square miles of

Ve ea O q N
i 42 L
an y

ial
g urveyed.  The speca
villages magz (sh] ring the year mé:ltt;?led
SﬁFV?;rvey of 97 miles of roads, es
the

of streets aDC % o " outturn of Nos.

coffee estates.was ° ich below the fores
Revenue has

stats
wd v E e Bowd o

d 25 miles of boundaries o{ private growers, and the

ON THE LINE.

explained that the chief reason for the short  sale on easier payments of credits by in-
outturn was the reduction in the  Budget stalments. The growing of oranges in
for temporary establishment by a lakh of Assam is extending. Though assistance
rupees, and that it was not until Septem- is given by Honorary Correspondents to
ber 1926 that the Director of Sutvey was the Department of Agriculture in popular-
empowered to increase the establishment ising the improved seeds and implements
in certain grades within the budget allot- supplied by the Department and a number
ment. Survey Party No. V was abolished of these have also carried out successful
on the 1st October 1927 and the question experiments with variots crops on their
of abolishing another party is under own account, the scarcity of agricultural
consideration. Four settlement parties labour is an obstacle to successful farme
were working during the year under ing by middle class people.

review. Re-settlement work was carried
out in accordance with the simplified VEGETABLE PRODUCTS.
{By D. S. DUBEY.)

procedure  sanctioned in connexion

with the re.settlement of the East . The Vegetable products are being
Godavari, West Godavari, Kistna, Malabar !mported into India in the form of vege-
and South Kanara districts. The Ins. tabl.eghee, vegetable fat, vegetable flour etc.
pecting Tahsildars appointed tostrength- It is only from 1st April 1927, that the
en the Revenue staff inall the districts Director-General of Commercial Inteligence
of the Presidency to provide for the pro- and Statistics has begun to give separately
per training of Revenue subordinatesin the quantity and value of the imports of
survey and to ensure that the work of Vegetable products in his monthly ‘Ac-
registering and recording changes which counts relating to the Sea-borne Trade
are sanctioned in the ordinary course of 2nd Navigation of British India.’ .There-
the revenue administration is properly done, fore the quantity and value of the imports
worked throughout the year and there ap- of vegetable products during the three
pears to have been a distinct imptovement Months only are given below .—

in the quality of the work of the Revenue =~ Month Quantity Value.
subordinates on account of the work of imported

inspection and scrutiny done by the Ins. April 1927 13,069 Cwt Rs. 6,42,557
pecting Tabsildars. There is room for May , 14046 ,. ,, 6,21,905
considerable improvement in the main. June = 16,950 ,,. n 6,99,59]
tenance of survey stones and more careful ' \part of vegetable produgts
supervision should be exercised i, ‘ i ary month has

nexion ; with the wotk" S _-ReNs b L
su rc:r inates 1n respect’ of stone” mainte-

nance. o i . ) . .

The post of Digector of-Land Records. difficult for a consumer 1o get pure ghes
hagb&gﬁgtrevived with effect 'fl‘éfn 1st from any $h9p_k'¢?pe1:._ No doubt it 1s‘t§e
April 1927. The reporty from the Board duty of Municipalities to preveat . the
of Revenue regarding the working of the adulteration of food stuffs in their areas,
scheme of subdivision fees and the But the staff .that they have employed for
maintenance of .town and union surveys, this purpose is wholly_mz;x:]equgxte and they
are not yet forthcoming, =~ have failed miserably in checking the evil,

. As yet no steps have been taken by the
AGRICULTURE IN ASSAM. Provincial Governments to prevent adul-
The policy of collaboration with the

!

With regard to ghee

teration of food stuffs in rura.{jareas.t The
o-operative Department was pursued vegetable products may not be containing
gnd t[;le distribution of seeds throggh Co. animal fat and may be harmless in them-
operative Societies increased during the selves. But they can not have all the
year ending 31st March 1927." An qualities of pure ghee or flour with which
Advisory Board for development with they are mized up. We would not have
separate sections for agriculture, indus. taken any notice of these imports, had
tries and co-operation consisting of off- these commodities been sold to the
cials and non-officials elected by the consumers in pure condition as vegetable
Council was constituted during the year, products. But unfortunately, as stated
The scheme for-the establishment of a above, these products are being used by
cattle-farm near Gaubati is developing retail shap-keepers to adulterate ghee and
with a view to increase the number of flour. Flour being a necessity of existence,
breeding cattle and to improve the type its adulteration is sure to affect adversely
of draught-bullocks for cultivation work, vast majority of consumers. TR
The smallness of the average holding gnd As- the imports of vegetable productd
the general poor condition of the cattle in bave given numerous chances to un-
Assam militated against both their useful. scrupulous shop-keepers to adulterate
ness and their popularity. Improved gbee and floyr in Ingia, apd as the
varieties of paddy .were extensively wachinery for preventing the: adulteration
demonstrated all -over the provinces and ©of 4ood 'stuffs in India has pot been
the demand for sugar-cape. ['Seps” of sufficiently developed, it is the obvious

improved varieties has increaged all ayer duty of thff Government - of Ingdia, in the

the Province and the demand is met by . intstests of vast majority of consumers, o
the Government Farms supplemented by - take immediate steps tfo -prohibit o
Ditecior of imports of the vegetable products ing,
Agriculture was able ta offer thepublic. India—(L J. By
the improvement of the sugar-cane for

————

. |- o e
become so serious that now jt.is ﬁt}’m nely-
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(Continued from page 4.)
LAUGH AND LIVE LONG.
[Jou~N HarRVEY KELLOGG.]

. Do we laugh because we are happy, or
are we happy because we laugh?—Both.
Laughter quickly comes to the surface
when it starts from within, and quickly
starts in when it comes from without.

No matter how it starts, laughter is
always a mental and physical uplift.
Laughter opens the windows of the soul
and lets in sunshine to dissipate the mirk
and shadows which fear and worry
cultivate. Fear, anger, worry, dry up the
springs of life ; the saliva ceases to flow,
the parched tongue cleaves to the roof of
the mouth ; the liver, stomach, every vital
organ slows down its work or stops
altogether. But laughter sets all the
wheels agoing with a merry hum, and sends
the blood coursing through the veins and
arteries with a new impetus. The vocal
outburst—ha! ha! ha! makes- the
diaphragm hop up and down on the
stomach and liver, giving these faithful
body servants a hearty nudge which aids
digesticn, squares the bile out of gall
bladder and starts peristaltic waves all
along the food canal. Laughter is a
stimulant, a tonic, a great life booster.

Start every day with a hearty laugh.
If you bave the blues laugh and forget
them.

Be a millionaire of good cheer.—

H. & H.
MANAGEMENT OF COWS,

-

ood and in disease, try oL
remedies. The cow has become full
dependant in all matters on man and it is
our duty to look after the animals who
occupy the second place, next to .mother,
in feeding the babe and nourishing the
youth and the old and the infirm. Mother’s
milk is nothing but her blood in another
shape, and taking advantage of thg weak-
ness patent in animals, man deprive the
calf from getting the full supply of milk
from the mother, and steal the major
portion of this ‘blood * for his own use and
thrive. Ignoring the difficulties attendant
in tilling lands in sun and rain together

with the hard labour that it entails, the
drawing of carts and heavy goods for man,
the services of the bull are exploited in
return of -a mangerfull of straw and hay,
twice a day. Not only that we lack in
duty which we owe to these animals but
in doing so we injure our own interests.
The supply of milk is lessened in cows and
in bulls loss of strength results.

It should be our prime duty to look
after the comforts of these animals, try to
improve their health and if possible take
persistent care in improving their breed. It
is not sufficient that we recognise a place
for the cows in the healthy living of man
and declare her to be a goddess, but that
we ought to be mindful about the offerings
we make for the propitiation of this deity.

The next duty is to look after the
health of those whom we have deprived
of all free movements and procure
natural remedies. In disease, where simple
remedies fail, competent veterinary doctors
should be called in for treatment, and it is
improper to leave the animal to its fate,
simply because it cannot express its pain
and sufferings.

In keeping cows, it is rather profitable
to learn simple natural remedies, which
our grandfathers and grandmothers used
to know, and to try to cure simple diseas-
es. In such cases many a difficult disease
may be checked from making its appear-
ance.

Proper care is necessary for keeping
the animals’ body free from filth and dirt.

uneasiness in the animals and fiay’ slfbot
the quantity of the milk and during il
ing a particle of the dirt may spoil the
whole pail. In addition to this, filth may
help propagation of many a contagious
disease.

Small pests, sometimes of a larger size,
are generally found on the animals’ body.
One of these pests, is sufficient to produce
severe pain in the human body and there
are many amongst us who have had the ex-
perience of the pain produced by a single
insect sticking to the body and sometimes

’ .. s’iyfa"“ i

producing sympathetic fever with high
temperatare. Veterinary  surgeons say
that these pests create a fever in cows
just like Kala-azar, with all its bad effects.
Great care has got to be taken of the hoofs
of this animal because of their divided
nature, which can give shelter to mud and
other impurities. This should be specially
the case with the animals who have got to
stand or work for a long time ina muddy
soil. A little care may prevent foot disease
in the animal, which at times appear in
a very contagious and virulent form. The
floor of the cowshed should if possible be
hard but not slippery, and without any
filth and dirt getting accumulated there.

Asin man so in cows, regular bath is
absolutely necessary for keeping the health
in order. Bath twice a month, will serve
the purpose in other seasons but in sum-
mer this may be done more frequently.

The food of the animal is of course the
most important part in cow keeping and
needs most careful attention. It is better
to give her meals to take at regular times
and it is profitable to supply her with food
before she is milked. Particular care
should be taken to make the feeding
utensils free from any disagreecable smell
or else the cow will not take her food and
this is sure to affect the quantity and
quality of the milk. Experts say that
cows which have got to chew something
for the whole day or use the food already
taken in chewing the cud, will supply a
large quantity of milk, because the greater
the salivation the larger the quantity of
the milk. Of course, this cannot exceed

no extra exercise becauss th t -

of it Cows may be alloweteiy tge gr:;:o:gg
take exercise for a few hours each day
and it is unwise to get her .closed up in a
cowshed without free movement of her
limbs. Free exercise pure air and sun’s
rays are essentially necessary for sound
health and it is sheer impudence to shut
these Nature's gifts from the animals, We
have got to find shelter for them during
a heavy down pour or from the scorching
rays of the sun.—H. & H.

ety

MISCELLANEOUS.

CO-OPERATIVE FINANCE AND
AGRICULTURE.T

By V. KRISHNA MENON, B. A,
I don't presume to be competent to deal

ith this subject exhaustively. My
w;rsonal knowledge is limited to the small
F perative activities. The

a of my co0 .
?5:«‘15 I havz formed were derived from the

i cieties in Malabar and it is
:Jvozrsli{lla?g tohfa:othe conclusions I arrive at
may not be generally applicable in all
details to the varying state of development
in the different parts of the Presidency.
But I think, I am right in saying that
there exists a general feeling of d1§.sans;
faction in the minds of a large section o

value of our achievement or rather the
quality of our work leaves much to be
desired. It is not my intention to belittle
the importance of the selfless labour of
an army of workers, both official and
non-official. 'When we consider the
difficulties that stand in the way of our
progress, we have reason to look back with
pride on the results obtained. Itis really
a matter for gratification that during the
short period of two decades we have
succeeded in organizing about 11,000
co-operative socicties in the Presidency
and admitted into them about 6,90,000
members. Certainly in point of volume
of work.done, we have no occasion for
disappointment. But when we examine
the quality of our work, when we ask

thinking public in the Presidency, that the
1 Paper

ourselves how far we have realised the
primary object of the formation of
co-operative societies in India, we begin
to grow discontented. A real co-
operator in India, wherever he may be,
whatever he may do, cannot forget to ask
himself ; what have you done to mitigate
the stagnation of the lower classes in
India? What special efforts have you
done to improve the lot of our poor
agricultural brothers ? Have you realised
the multiplicity of their woes, the extent
of their helplessness ? Have you assisted
them in producing more than what they
did before ? Have you induced them to
take to better and more economic methods
of raising their crops and preparing them.
for the markets? Have you protected
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them from a host of merciless traders and
middlemen? Have you worked to improve
their land, seed, manure and live stock?
Have you assisted them to be economical-
ly independent, physically strong and
mentally sound? The answer unfortu-
nately is the same in all districts. We
must confess we have yet to achieve all
these. We have not even given prominence
to this important aspect of our mission and
much less tried to preach it to the public.
Our workers have been mostly absorbed
in the perfection of the rules, returns
and by-laws. Our societies are merely
money lending institutions, often not
better than the institutions which we wish

to supplant. Iam aware that the record
of good work we have done and the
statistics prepared for measuring the value
of our work, are not of a discouraging
nature. The annual returns tell us that
out of 11,000 societies in the Presidency,
not less than 9,000 are agricultural and
that the number of agricultural members of

co-operative societies in the Presidency is
5 lakhs and it is twice as many as that of
non-agricultural members. But a close
examination of the working of these socie-
ties will reveal that the so-called agricul-
tural societies are not agricultural in reality.
Many members of agricultural societies
borrow funds ostensibly for agricultural
purposes and apply them otherwise. I
don’t me an to say this is the general rule.
But my contention is that the figures in
the returns do not represent the correct
state of affairs. Anybody who has watch-
ed the working of co-operative societies in
the interior cannmt fail to be strack by the
misuse of the co-operative money. Funds
intended for agricultural improvement are

very often not used for this purpose.
Annual returns do not show and perhaps
cannot show the seriousness of this
danger. Financing co-operative banks are
unwilling to expose these defects but have
earnestly begun to think of remedial
measures. Office bearers of societies,
as a rule will not take the initiative for
the correction of this evil practice, as they
are responsible intentionally or otherwise
for the growing evil. Poor members  of
societies, who are really the aggrieved
party, have not been taught the privileges,
duties and responsibilities and the result is
that co-operative money in majority of
cases, is not employed for the benefit of
the agricultural classes. Tillers of soil
have been from time immemorial a help-
less class, easily exploited by richer, more
intelligent and influential classes. It was
to protect the agriculturists from these
evil influences that GOvernment created
the co-operative department. It cannot
be denied that some good work has been
done. But it has not gone a long way to
make the agriculturist an organized body
able to withstand the powerful army of
traders and middlemen, whose prosperity
means ruin to helpless. agrlqulturlst.s.
Whatever development 15 nopceable in
t times, has the defect of being partial

recen 'de,d Advancement of trade,
or ones fr;ilways, increase of banking
extens 7t od other advantages of modern
fe}Cf}!tftsi:: benefit traders more than the
iz . -
:lg‘:licultufism Increased activity of com

mercial banks system of forward contracts
for the supply of produce and making
advances on standing crops, fixing terms
ruinous to the producer deprive him of his
legitimate share of the increased value of
produce. Co-operative institutions have
not succeeded to any appreciable extent
in affording the necessary protection as
they have not acquired sufficient know-
ledge or experience in the business of
selling the produce for their members
in an advantageous manner. We have
need for a large number of thinkers and
workers to devote their attention to this
branch of co-operation. The task we have
to perform is very great. Many of us
have not even realised that our primary
duty is to go to the rescue of the agricul-
turist. We have so far merely prepared
the ground for earnest work. We cannot
say that we have travelled far along the
path of co.operative development. [
would even say that our pace has been
slow and some times uncertain and erratic,

We. have to examine the circumstances
which regulate our progress and prescribe
measures suitable to our peculiar circume.
stances. We have a large number of poor
and ignorant people bound down by
superstition and to a large extent enslaved
by social tyranny. We have extensive
land possessed by a class of people who
will neither work it themselves nor afford
facilities to those that cannot but till
it. We have a number of co.opera-
tive societies and sofficient funds for
financing them. But we bave an in.

sufficient number of h:nﬂy goed Oﬁg
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of the agriculturists. We have a co-
operative department ever willing to
advance the interests of co-operation in
the Presidency, But their knowledge of
agricultural requirements is limited, We
have an agricultural department ever ready
to help the people with advice, But toa
great extent they lack financial capacity
to demonstrate the value of their advice,
Co-operative societies have funds but do
not know how to use them, Co-operative
department has great responsibility but
wants more knowledge, Agricultural de-
partment has knowledge but wants more
financial responsibility, I request you,
gentlemen, not to be offended with my
remarks. We are really in a confused
state, It is quite essential that we should
create a better organization for directing
the forces for the production of better
results and quicker progress,

Our main object to.day is to suggest
a better organization calculated to work
more efficiently. There is no use of put-
ting forth suggestions involving large ex-
penditure of money. Demands on public
purse are large and varied and diversity of
opinion on public questions are be.
wildering. I therefore, propose to confine
myself to suggestions that can be carried
out without additional expenditure,
Among my suggestions, I give the first
place to the necessity of propaganda—a
persistent,  systematic and  organized
attempt to teach rural people principles of
co-operation and how co-operative fund
can help to promote agriculture, Somes
of my hearers may questioz the necessity

of propaganda at this stage of our develop-
ment. Many a time I had occasion to
meet members of co-operative societies
who did not distinguish co-operative funds
from Government funds. Most of the evils
we see now in the working of the co.ope-
rative societies can be rectified by spread.
ing the knowledge of co-operative principles
among th‘e people. Agencies exist among
co-operative institutions for undertaking
this work, But they have not sufficient
funds for the discharge of their duties.
Itis quite possible for the government to
divert some funds for strenghening the
hands of those agencies. The Apex Bank
and the Central Banks have to ear-mark
annually funds exclusively for this purpose.

The second suggestion I wish to place
before you is to bring the two Government
departments of Co.operation and Agricul-
ture closer to each other. I sup-
pose you are aware that the suggestion
has appeared in the Press many a time. I
do not want to enter into the merits of
this suggestion. I merely propose that
steps be taken for bringing these depart-
ments closer, Any radical change in the
system of administration would takea
long time to be effected and the change I
advocate is only a readjustment of duties
of officers to facilitate mutusal help, * That
these two departments are connected and
their working in consultation with each
other would produce better results have
already been recognised. Recent circulars
issued by the Registrar of Co.operative

RS T et povsodion
meetings and making Deputy Directors
of Agriculture ex-officio members of
District Federations are steps calculated
to bring about this result. I would sug-
gest to you that we ought to goa step
further. There are many ways of creating

a healthy change. I draw your attention
to the method of financing rural societies
adopte_d in some districts and I leave you
to decide whether the change I advocate
would be beneficial or not. A rural
soclety =uccording to the practice pre-

pares a loan application, forwards it to
the local union or the Assistant Regis-
trar for recommendation, These agen-
cles generally do not possess detailed
;;format.lon regarding the requirements of
e society. They do not i

Fletalls, .but merely see whethefzh:an:gciﬂ:e
1s working in a satisfactory manger aecjir
whether it has sufficient borrowing po ’

and has cleared the dues to the D[i)st“{e:
Bank. Panchayatdars of societies do ::zt

give preference to agricult
u
merely see to the nature o;al s, but

reliability of the borrower.

Very often persong friendly with the

Panchayatdars



	193575_Page_1
	193575_Page_2
	193575_Page_3
	193575_Page_4
	193575_Page_5
	193575_Page_6
	193575_Page_7

