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the views held by the correspondents.
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address of the writers.
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communications should be addressed to the Manager
the South Indic Boy Scout, P. B. 424, Triplicanc.
Madras. . . '

" The S. I. B. 8., is sent direct by post frour the

Manager, P. B, 424, Triplicanc.
oft Indizx and Ceylon at the nate
Post free.

Madras to any part
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH.

Hate none: be friendly and kind to all creatures ; be self-less, free {rom conceit, rejoicing with those who

are happy, sorrowing with those who sarrow. e forgiving ever. )
— THr BHAGAVADGITA,

Provincial Commissioner’'s Message.

¢¢The Grove’’, the formation of many District
Cathedral, P. O. Councils following on the great
Madras. Jamboree.

. o . It is to be hoped that this
At ismy privilege as Provin- year will witness the further
cial Commissioner to send the ¢gonsolidation and strengthen-
heartiest NewYear’sgreetings jing of the Movement so that it
to all scouts, scouters, SymM- may become more extensive and
pathisers and helpers of the jntensiveincharacter, 80 that
. - a scout Movement in the Presi- the youth of the country may be
e e T g e e Jben e Tt il dency. more fully trained in those
' ' Last year has been one of much habits of courage and self-
spade work and organising reliance and that robust faith
activity and has been charac- in God and Country which is the

terised byr% training camps and foundation of the Scout Law.

Prov. Scout i{d Qurs.,l \
Madras, ..
- 1st January, 1927, ) ' .

~ OURSELVES. ~_

AR : T aiehinr | have been delighted to rece}vea nhihbél‘;of issues
We have very great pleasure n Imthh’nL’ ‘of the South India Boy Scout,.....iv...r.andd t;?;writing

[ Vo oo Gt et lel‘u\’l"u N I (YRR I

apove, our beloved Provincial ‘COmmMis* ¢, thank you, accordingly and to congratilag you on

_sioner’s essage of greeting to all connected thf, excellent quz'_lit);1 of this,maga.;i?e.iaa[eali lmaz;'ln

ot " 'Qe VN i : . achievement in So'short a time. - Tleel deeply touche

f}mth the Scout‘ Mowement dlreCtl} or . by these kindly mementos of m: x;ﬂ‘.logo\br.ie'f association

indirectly..  We: add our. own humble ' ith the Scout Movement in“;gmd“_,m:‘and am grateful
contribution to those greetings and hope that I am not altogether forgafien, although the Move-
fhat the year 1927 will mark a definite oo et s SIS T LY

afvance i scouting in the presidency. e

o x 7- 0 R “ &

* These of us wha had the_ privilege of
working with' Mr. F.]. Richards, our former
Provincial Commissiorier, will “réad ' with

o SO interest the following extracts fromyhis letter
b e eoda THhcies Thdine swae t e e to the Editol‘- - \‘.'T.il’\ ‘

& . Will you please convey the kindést remembrances of
Mrs. Richards and myself to thase of your colleagues
in the great work, who stifl femember us.”
F. J.'RICHARDS.
6. Lexham Gardens. W. 8. London.

* * LW
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The Annual meeting of the Madras Pro-
vincial Council was held on 7th Dccember,
1926 and many representatives attended
from the mofussil. The report for the past
year presented by the Honorary Provincial
Secretary showed that scouting had come
to take its definite place in the Educational
scheme for the Bovhood of India. Many
important resolutions  were  passed  and
among those, it was very rightly resolved
that a Confercnce of all Scout Workers in
the Presidency should be held this year.
The District Council of Trichinopoly very
kindly invited the conference to Trichinopoly
and has promised to make all arrangements.
They have already begun to move in the
matter and all enquiries regarding  the
conference may be addressed to Mr. N. C.
P. Swami, Poanuranga Vilas, Teppakulam
Posty; Trichinoply. Such a conference has
been in demand fora long time and we
hope that every scouter will make it
convenient to attend. It is expected the
conference will come off in February and
our Provincial Commissioner has kindly
censented to be present the whole of the
time.

B B ' B3

The demand for training camps has
become very great and it is gratifying to
note that one trainfng camp per month has
become practically the rule of the day.
This shows that there has been a general
awakening and the presence of cultured
men of indepen and leisure in
pge 15 bound

3

Jungle Dances
aumber of Cubbers and it has not wanted
some one to suggest that they are an unneces-
sary and aimless stunt of the Chief's—one of
his few mistakes. But the more I see of them,
the more useful wisdom here. I was inclined
to be sceptical myself at one time, 1 must
confess, but the fault lay with me. 1 think
where most Cubbers go wrong is in the method
of teaching the.dances, If you will try the fol-

BOY SCOUT. [JAN.

We are proud of the faet that one more
Madras Scouter has heen of wreat use in
laving the foundations of the movement in
an outside State. Mr. T V. Nilakantam
Pillat, has been connected with the move-
ment cver  since its - beginning  in o the

Provinee cand  we are thaukful to the

Truvancore Bov Scouts Assn. Tor having

given hint an opportunity to  do .\‘um:

poincering work for them, ’
¥ * * *

We regret that the usual letter 10 Akelas
dos not appear this month,  Tall Pine has
been unwell for some time but has now
recovered his health fully, He sends his
greetings to all Akelas of Madras and hopes
to write to them next month, »

* * ::t *

Many troops would have had camps and
such other activities during the Christinas
and may we request them to send up short
accounts of such activities for publication
in the 5. 1. B. 5.7 The time has now
come for scouters all over the presidency to
exchange experiences and the best mediom
for doing sois the Magazine, Let us hope
that this vear the correspondence column
of the S. 1. B. S. wili be developed to such
an extent, on the models of the columns in
the * Scouter’, as to be of real help to all
workers,

Wishing vou all glorious scouting,
Yours in the Brotherhood,

./“M ﬂva‘..{ QMJW e
L

.

Managing Editor, S, I. B. S.i

O CUBBERS.

lowing method T am fairly ceriaj
A Y certain the dane
will catch on. ces

Start with a yarn  about the
concerned : follow this up by ome or more
games to illustrate their characters ; then teach
the d;mce. The Cubs will by this tume h"lv
got into the spirit of the animal whose da(nce
they are doing and this is half the battle The
dificulty will probably be to find appr;) ri'lte
games, but this can be got over with aplit‘tli

trouble and ingenuit ‘or instanc i
g y. Forinstance Supposing

animals:

1927.] SOUTH INDIA

it was the Tabaui and Sherekhan dance you
were teaching, and you wianied two  games.
Take the game » Circle Flag Raiding ™ on page
42 of the Book on Cub games.  Call the defender
Sherekhan, the attackers Tabaqui and the tag
Sherekhan's bone which the jackals are trying
to steal. You could not have a better illustration
of the bullyimg tiger and the sneaking Jackal.
Or you coukd see «Sherekhan and  the
Gidurlog ” (page 36) exactly as it stands, with
a little effort you will be able to find games to
suit the other dances as well.

But over and above the method employed it
is necessary to have the right spirit.  The
Chief has traded on the boys imagination and
love of acting. The Akela must use his
imagination also and enjoy the dances himself.
He must always be prepared to demonstrate a
particular point himself, whether it is to chase
his own tail like the Bunder Log or to crawl
on his stomach ke a panther.  He must see
to it, that the Cubs enjoy the fun of the

BOY SCOUT. 51

dance (though this should not require much
effort on his part) but must guard against allow-
ing it to degenerate into a mere rag,

Finally we should notice that besides the
general | benefits  accruing from acting, each
jungle dance has a vadue of its own,

The dance of Kaa teaches instant obedience
to the leader.

The dance of Bagheera teaches discipline of
body. ‘

The dance of Balu teaches itwo Cub Laws.

The dance of Tabaqui teaches certain very
valuable and very obvious moral lessons.

When you have finished explaining, it is
always a good plan to test how much the Cubs
have really takenin by getting each six to make
up and act it to illustrate the meaning of either
of the laws. Cubs are fond of acting and will
enler into the spirit of it.

{ Brown Tip in < Qut Door Life'.)

COUNCIL ROCK.

Pack! Pacx!!
By Grey Cub, Ist Gillwell Park Pack.’

. The call is for Cub masters this time to
come and listen in.  In case yap are nota
Cubmaster, but want to know about Cub
work, you may also join the circle as we sit
on the ground and listen too. '

S Pack!!!

One hears. Cubs howling all' over the
country in these days, and some one says
“what a dreadful noige. those boys do

v

make! ” Of course they do. God bless
their little lungs, but what is this cubbing
all about ?

Well, in 1907 Sir Robert Baden Powell
started the Boy Scout Movement, which is
a special system of training boys to be
prepared, and has since that date, spread
practically all over the. world. Boys of
twelve years and upwards were taken for
training, but it was soon found that their
small brothers were always hanging about,
watching wistfully, the putting on of the
scout uniform, the scout games and the
scout camps, and felt themselves left out in

" the cold. It was for these small boys that

the Cub Movement was’ started, and:now
boys of 7 and 8 years of age can- become
cubs, and learn many things which will help
them to become good scouts lateron. “But',
says the small boy, “ What is a Cub?”
and the reply is given.  *“ But”, says the
small boy, ““a cub is a baby wolf, a cub is
a wolf's child . ‘“Oho!” saysthe boy,
“but my father is'nt a wolf.!”" . Of course,
not, but when we hear that call “ Pack,
Pack, Pack” and when we sit around the
cubby circle, we atonce enter into a won-
derful world of make-believe, Now here is

‘
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a very interesting thing to us who live in
this land that a great part of the make-up
of the whole system of cubbing, comes from
a little jungle story connected with the wild
country on the N. W. Frontier (7) of India.

A little boy, a woodcutter’'s son, one day
strayed into the jungles and got lost.” He ys
so small, so helpless and looks so woe-begone
that an old mother wolf takes pity on him,
takes him to her den, feeds him with her
own cubs and particularly protects him from
a nasty hmping tiger, who has determined

to eat this man-cub. As the boy grows up,

he must learn the ways and laws of the
jungle in which he will have to live. The
big fat bear Baloo who waddles along, but
who is very wise, teaches him these
things. He must also learn to track down
and to hunt for his own food. So, Baghe-
erah the black panther, who moves  so
noisclessly and yet certainly through the
woods, and who strikes like lightning upon

[JAN.

his prey, teaches the m
hant.

So the cubmaster says “come boys, we'll
play at being cubs.  I'll be Akela the ‘f'ltl(]“
wolf.  The Assistant Cubmaster wiil gr
Bagheerah the skilful and Baloo the wis )
We must have rules for our g Saloc,
shall teach us the law of th
must become clever in the
and noses, feet and hands
will teltlzch us these things.
we will play ! QOur enemy o i
shall be b"herekhan the )ti;rlcf 1:1(:1\5“\:: u;;
leam‘to tickle and tease and defeat him ‘l‘)l
he will never catch any of us. e wi,ll ll:t
g()od obgdlent cubs and live together hap )i]L'
in the jungles. Yes, of course we lqlh' i\l
have to go to school every day, and d(; .
work in our homes, but once or twice a ou{
at least, we'll listen to the call ““ Pack ‘ };\ Ltk
Pack’ and get away to.the 'u(nlrly fdc .
happy time.” jangle fora

(Fromthe Drong Troop Magazine.)

an-cub Mowgli to

e jungle. We
use of our cyes
» S0 Bagheerah
And what games

A WORD TO THE PARENT.

Have you heard of the Boy Scouts ?

Well, the Wolf cubs are the Junior branch of that
Movement and here are eight excellent reasons why
your boy should be a wolf cub.

1. Cubbing fills @ boy's spare time and cmploys his
restless encrgy in healthy campanv. He learns to
work hard and to play straight.

2. Cubbing gives a boy character. Eight to twelve
(the cub age) is the time when a boy is most impres-
sionable, and good habits are then easily formed.

3. Cubbing is not a military Movement. The
Wolf-Cubs howl-Most of the training is done by games’
and stories. ) :

4. Cubbing gives a boy opportunitics of Service for
God and his neighbour. This is the basis of religion.
He learns to be on the look out to bhelp any one and
every one.

5. Cubbing makes a boy handy, He has to learn to
knot, to sew, to carry messages and a host of other
things which help at home. There are Iroficiency
Badges and Stars. which help to develop his natural
gifts and so teain him for his work when grown up.

6. Cubbing gives aboy a sense of loyalty and honour.
The Cub Promise is :—"'I promise to do my best to be
loyal and to do my duty to God, King and Country, To
keep the law of the Wolf Cub Pack and To do a good
turn to some body every day." Ready to play and to
learn. . '

7. Cubbing teaches a boy obedience and sclf-reliance.
The Cub Law is:

‘“The Cub gives in to the Old Wolf; the Cub does
not give in to himself.” ,

The Pack’is divided int i
0 units ¢ Sixes i
charge of a bov called a Sixer, W?};atled s, each in

vith t} iSiG N
of a Second, does a great deal of the trai:\eil?lzstl?tat?ut:
ha

Six. A Cub does not give in to himself

8. Above ull, your boy and cv
Therfz are over 120,000 Wo
Emglre, and none of them is

ery boy enfoyps Cubbiyg
f-Cubs in the Britis"‘i;

Headquarters or to the I’ » 2PPly to the nearest scout
Post Office Box 424, Mad

: adras, wl i
with the nearest Pack. Wl::;xio;glilrp;;

Cub or if he is alrcady one, help him

t you in touch
0y becomes a

interest in his work belp the Cmeasby taking an

that the boy turns up to ter by seeiny
: all Pack par. A
Mov . ades. Giv
N{)(il‘regl:?tba chance of showing its worlt:in (alr:(l"tfhe
ye ¥, Dy seeing that he goes up into s d for
bis Cub days are over. 0 scouts when

(4 dap’tcd»f;"om the I, If. Q. Pamphlet.)

———,

Why Ca" Them Wolf-Cubs >

. X ideal f 55
obedlcr:ce, that we want to hold ig tokfle‘:r;;;?s
To the wild tribes who brought scoutingto perfecti
the Wolf is ‘the Perfect Scout. - Agq s0, perfection,
Junior scouts Wolf Cubs, and thug fing 'r;:i C?” the
hand a symbol of innocence and the gaiet y to our

purity,

ame, so Baloo
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Kandersteg: A School of Good Wil

BY SIR ROBERT BADEN-POWELL, CHIEF SCOUT.

In the most peaceful valley of Switzeriand, a
new kind of school has been inaugurated, and
after a year of experiment has just had its
official opening. The building 1s a <capacious
chalet near Kandersteg, acquired by the Inter-
national Association of the Boy Scouts for use
as a hostel for scouts of all Nations visiting
Switzerland.

It is a chalet of the true Swiss type and
stands amidst beautiful scenery on the bank of
the Kander. It has accommodation for over
200 boys. Thanks to the recommendation of
the League of Nations the scouts of most
European countries receive special facilities for
travelling, so that, in spite of the prevailing low
rates of exchange and high railway fare, no
fewer then ten different Nations havé made
use of the hostel during the past year witha
total representation of some 1,400 boys. That
this institution gives health, adventure, and
enjoyment to a large number of growing lads
goes without saying. But its wider purpose
promises still greater resuitsin the direction of
bringing these future citzens of the different
couniries together into personal touch and
mutual comradeship. There is no more
compelling means for promoting comradeship
than the harnessing of several nationalities on
the same rope for a mountain climb !

In the grounds of this hostel there was held
a camp of instruction for officers of the move-
ment,at which some 42 Scoutmasters of Sdifferent
Nations went through a course of training a
the hands of British instructors. In the few
years of its existence, the school, whose head-
quarters are at Gillwell, in Epping Forest, has
trained officers from no fewer than 24 foreign
*Nations and 25 Brifish Dominions and Depen-

. dencies. Thus the true ideals and methods of

Scouting are now being grasptd and practised
on-an identical basis in all'‘countries.

The IbErAL.

The ideal, briefly, is to develop’,ra‘ « Happy,
healthy, helpful citizenhood, » forming a world
brother-hoodt. . The method "is self-education

' through play and activities. A further practical

step towards international friendship consists in

.-the interchange of visits between the boys of

different countries.' This has been going on
and on in an ever-increasing scale for the past
five or six years. '

For instance, this season some 5,000 British
Scouts, in small detachments, have been visiting
and camping with their brother Scouts in
various parts of Lurope : and the foreign Scouts
are continually repaying these visits or visiting
each other.

Though the moral and intellectual value of
these visits to the individual boy is self evident,
the future political possibilities of the seed thus
sown cannot well be estimated. But one may
at least indulge in hopes, and one has just now
all the more reason to hope, since the leaders
of the movement, from 32 different countries,
have just concluded their biennial conference
at Kandersteg. In addition to the consideration
and discussion of various items of principle and
detail of the Scout organisation and training,
they have developed valuable ideasin regard
tu its international development.

One notable feature of - the Scout training is
that it is carried out largely by the force of
example on the part of the leaders themselves.
If this method really counts for anying in
results, as experience persuades one that it does,
a development of the spirit of goodwill between
the boys of the different Nations is assured.
One hundred and twenty of their national
representatives assembled at the conference in
a very notable and spentaneous spirit of camerad-
erie. 'From the first they looked upon them-
selves as delegates rather than as representatives
of their respective countries; that is to say,
they . were not there to guard and uphold
the interests of their particular Nations, but

‘rather to bring their experience from different
quarters and varyin§ conditions to bear upon
the main question of developing the movement
for the good of the boys and for the peace of
the world. ; : ‘ "

The League of Nations attached sufficient
importance to the conference to depute three
of its members to attend.. On the last occasion,
at Copenhagen, 1924, when the League was
also represented, one of its members went out of
his way to remark that the spirit which he found
prevaiﬁng throughout the discussions supplied
exactly the essential foundation on which in-
ternational telationships must be built ; without
it treaties and agreements and even the League
itsef would have little power to ensure peace.
In the course of the Leaders' Conference
questions, delicate from the point of view of
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religion or of international politics, came up, as
they were bound to do, for discussion, but in
each case were readily solved, thanks to the
generous spirit evoked by the prevailing sense
of brotherhood. One particularly notable
instance occurred whea the relative position of
minority Nations was in question and on what
seemed likely to be an irreconcilable point
between two of the countries represented.
But a quiet talk beween the respective delegates
in this atmosphere of even temper, openhearted-
ness, and broad vision brought about a ready
solution of the difficulty. It was a remarkable
example of putting into pradctice the give-and-
take ideals professed by the Scouts’ fraternity.

- The two movements, the boy scout and girl
guides together number to-day over two million
boys and girls. Considering the comparatively
short tjme that Scouting has been in existence,
these numbers are remarkable; but when
compared with the numhers of young people
available of that age, they .are small’ The
movement forms, at ahy rate, a nucleus.
But when we reflect that in addition to these
numbers in active training, there are probably
as many more in the population, who have
been through it, and when we reflect that these
millions of boys and girls will, in the next few
years, be the parents of many more millions
whom they will impregnate with the same

Letters to a Would-be Scouter.

11
Dear G,

So you have been reading up the Chief's

Book carefully & think you have some idea

of the aims of the Game and %ould like to
play it. It is-good to hear this and you may
be sure you will jolly well enjoy it..

But you must have a few boys. One-can’t
- do without them ! And you know Scouting
is for boys, though many of us some time
- forget it. * But that is by the way. o

Now as to the. best' way to.catch your
boys. Get into touch with those of the
village. Do not confine yourself to those
attending schools. Get even others.” Confine
yourself however ta the age limit, which by
the way is 11 to '17. . :

Don’t call up a meeting of the. boys and
give them a lecture "on the pyschology of
Scouting and so forth as some of us have done

spirit, we can hope that we shall have some
thing more thana nucleus, that we shall h‘ave l
definite leaven among the populations imbuezl
with a personal sympathy and good-will not only
with their fellow countrymen, but also towar 1)
their freinds in other lands. e

. Co-Orerarion,

Almost every country in the present time is
suffering from industrial, social or pOIiﬁC'l‘l
troubles, These are largely the outcome of tl;e
contest of selfish interests of sect against sect
or class against class.  Suspicion, jéalousy and
fear prevail. Authorities agree in Saying’that
when these are eradicated and replaced b
good will and co-operaticn, all will be well 1);
is to this end, therefore, that the -efforts of the
Scout movement are matnly directed,

But thanks to the fact that other Nations
have so eagerly adopted Scouting and on 25
faithful a footing, the move is found capable (;
extension beyond the limits of any particul'?
country, and able, through its brotherhood ‘tr‘
bring that same spirit to bear in place’ of ilﬁ

‘will and-suspicions between Nations, Such a

step must necessarily be a matter of educat;

. ’ < aty
thus the higher aim of the federated chlr:{-
Movement is to form a School of Peace and'

Good Will upon Earth,

(Selected,)

in ignorance. Get up a ‘mecting by all means

~ but instead of talking play away, play all

sorts of good games and play whole hearteq.

Iy—for a few days. And when you feel that -

the boys display good sporting Spirit, just
tell them briefly what Scouting m’czlm'
dealing with the thing not from our N
point of view but as a boy would see it

Let the young fellows see how SCOﬁti'n
means lots of things it is worth knawine ig
practical every day life.” - Let them haveB n
idea’ of the charms of camping. Lt thear;l

see how scouting signifies clean and hea}. -

thy life physically as well as morally, Let-

_them feel it “is. 3" world-wide b o
-always welcoming new an rother-hood

d younge
like them with open arms. 'iy!\hd gorff;:?ktlhers
Do not have all this out ‘
let it be a sort of informa
which you take care to bri

as a lecture, but
1 conversation in

elderly ‘

ng out the impor- ., "»
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tant and points carefully and well, sugar-
coating, if and when necessary.

Asshort half holiday hike or ramble may
be made part of the preliminary Campaign.

If you proceed on lines like these viewing
the thing from the Boys' pomnts of view
rather than yours, you will hyve no difficulty
in catching your boys. On the other hand
they will be in a- dreadful hurry to catch
you ! '

Ancther move should be simultaneous and
that is,to pay a round of visits to the parents,
You can’t do without their sympathy and
support. ‘And they wouldn’t give you either
if you still let them continue to think that
Scouting is Sugar-coated military training,
or any thing else equally absurd! You
must take them into your confidence almost.
from the outset and disclose to them the
real object. ' ' ‘

Let them sce that you are merely out to

do what they themsclves are anxious to do,*

namely to sec that the hoys grow into good
strong and healthly young men imbued with
+ high ideals and able and fit when their time
comes to serve the country-as good citizens.

If they can see that you are merely out to
train the bovs in character, that is make
them better and nobler than they are, by
giving them a good and healthly environ-
ment, by putting them under the influence
of healthy and noble ideals and through the
medium  of games and, other agreeable
occupation, far from withholding their
consent they would be as eager as the boys
themselves that you should do the job. .

A good many boys will be coming in and
you may be at 4 loss to know what to do.
Do not promise to take every one of them
straight away, and don't ask them all to
make each a suit of Scouting clothes at
once as the very first step! :

Put all your applicants on the * waiting
list *~all, that is to say, except the very
best dozen. While the rest wait say- fora
month, you get busy with this dozen and
make the best of them. For they are the
little leaven that will leaven the whole mass
of your future troop. : N

But next time about the training;of this
dozen. Meantime ‘aurevoir’.

Wt

... Educational Reform in the Light of Scouting,

SV (Co&tow}d From lust month's ,t's_szw.): o

“ moulding thé mind and’ charactér of the young,

- we-have to take ‘stock of -things, go into fre-

The so-called dull by in-the class is ‘only | qucnt moods of intiospection gnd ‘shape our
" dull fothe extent of hix not responding a5 e Lt o0 O b oo o 0. achigye
71, expectof him to,inthe blass in certain subjects.”
“ But it seems to'ibe-a curious ‘coincidence that

{

most ¢f them

¢t “them "beebme roaring, successes in life.
The ' Bighop* of:

mind and spitit asyin Body ‘and ‘that if such
& claim: is ‘ot sarshied, the failuré is the

failure of the scheok ' There gannot exist &,
boy who is not .fit for- anything: As B--P.

© says, evéty, by Is born ‘with soine gift in him,

. with 548t least-of good apid fiseful:tehdencies,
. -and the business, wof .the edicator :

‘teackecs, E‘A_f“"ﬁs.. ipeby 1&}}1‘:1 i

e
¥ .

FRNCEE N

Bi .iverpodt. a  former ' Head--
.. ‘master-of R“gbfr.}i;.rdponed to have said ‘that.
. a boy hds ag much ¢laim ‘to be’ trained in-

. methads are sostly devites. of |

Conits i

ta,80°or ooy,

" finding out this add déveloping ¥t ta

espotisible “charge of

‘methad ‘and programnie s0 as to achieve the
desired fesults. " In fact it -was the conciousness

- 'af these very difficuities that made us serionsly

' think of the waysapd_mieans of pemedying the
defects as far as possible. Ali of us. will agree,
therefore, that'some kind of eﬁ‘;c%ye, :mm is

* urgently needed if we really wish tg prepare our

.boys for efficient citizenyliip dnd make them the

“true builders. of tomorrgwi . The ‘Monptesaori

taethod and the -Dalton plan Egd sy¢h' other -
ites. of  doubtful benefit
to.us,” ‘Cq_ﬁ.ﬁe then turn- to Scduhnk for aur

: help ? e s ) . - . X : L

kY

.+ Scouting ié an organisation of, recent’,

growth

hasis, AS afi presgnt we . Hittle . Seoncerftedalso with the training: of the, young.
. opportunity g da this within th liaof Tn tho obmion of Dr. Montessert hérslf, the
the class ¥oof, ; ) 2 Scéut movement contes in'due sﬁpﬁnﬂd*»f@t the
" A¥. membé : th‘)#f‘@éﬁiffé“&{p?ﬁfe’s‘sid‘n‘ of ~‘training of boys of over 7 years of nge. -¥t'aims

at developing character, providing for habbies
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and handi-crafts, looking to the boys’ health and
bodily development, and trying to root out the
cult of narrow selfishness in the boy and
implant instead the ideal of sacrifice and service.
It trains in citizenship through games and there-
fore is complimentary to the more scholastic
training in schools. From the boys’ point of
view, Scouting puts them into friendly groups
and fraternity gangs whether for games or for
study. “It appeals to their imagination and
romance and engages them in an active open
air life. F'rom the parents’ point of view it gives
physical health and development, it teaches
him energy, resourcefulness and handicrafts ; it
puts into the lad discipline, pluck, chivalry and
patriotism; in a word it develops character,
which is the more essential thing to make one’s
way in life.” Thus it seems to be the ideal sort
of training to the boys and as B. P, himself
predicts, thisis going to take the place of the
present system of eduction and training of boys,
in dye time. ‘

So the begt thing for us to do would be to
anticipate this state and at once enter the move-
ment and bring our boys also into it. But the
ideal of every boy being a Scout is far from the
actual and as a compromise we can think of
getting acquainted with all its good features and
adapt our course of studies and work in ‘the
schools to them. Of course a study of the more
important at least of the books of scouting lite-
rature will have to be gone through by every
one of us and I may assure you that s Aids to
Scoutmaster-ship”. “The Wolf-CubsHandbook”,
“ Scouting for Boys” « Rovering to Success "
“The Patrol System”, “Character Training in
the Wolf Cub Pack ", are some of the best which
are not only interesting study but also immense-

ly thought-provoking. ‘ , o

' The elements-that we have: taken from scout-
ing -and introduced in our . work -aré - the,
follawing i . . o [

1. O'Qe‘n'a:ir life by arranging lof’buting's'.'

2. The Patt"bl‘s'ystem and thé ICOl;rt"b‘tl

Honour in clags werk. TR
3. Handi-erafts,

" 4. Class games,”

oy Y Lo '

'

1. Outing :. This is the periodical  camping
out, of the whole class for.a day, enceina school
session at least, in some shady grove. The
journey may be performed by walk as far as
possible and the boys may be asked to carry-
their own provisions for their food during ' their
stay in the camp. They may be divided into

[JAN.

convenient groups for purposes of cooking. The
programme may be made to contain physical
exercise, games, debates, and entertaining items.

2. Patrol System: As soon as the class is
formed for the year it is divided into convenient
groups, or Patrols as they are called in scouting,
each consisting of six or seven of such of the
boys as naturally take to each other. It will be
found convenient also to put boys coming from
one particular village or living very near to each
other, together, in one group, It is better to
mix in each group boys of more than the average
capacity with the comparatively backward,
ones. - Each group forms one unit for the class
and its members choose one amongst themselves
as their leader who is responsible for the carry.
ing out of whatever i$ expected of his group.
He is to arrange for periodical (weekly, if
possible) meetings of the members of his group
and discuss matters concerning their work and
progress in the class. The more advanced of
them may pay special attention to the backward
among them and also he of use to those who
have missed some of the lessons by their absence,

“Regular conparisons between the groups are
made in the ‘matter of regular attendance,
efflcient preparation for the class, their perform-
ance in the class, neatness, etc, Iy '

Cowrt of Honowr : This is constituted by all
the leaders of the several groups with the
teachers. They frequently meet (1) to discuss
programme of work (2} to consider -the several
1ssues that ntight be raised by fhe leaders (3)

and to deal with any . cases of delinquency,

misbehaviour etc. -

+  Haudi-crafts: To insis;t upon each and every

one of the pupils making some article or
‘other of -utility whetherin wood or clay or
metal or card-board or to produce some wark
-of art once'in every session. An exhibition is
arranged and the quality of the articles judged
_ by groups if possible, and certificates awarded.

. The cost of materials should as far as possible
' ‘be borne by the boys themselves and they should
- provide themselves with the necessary tools for
such work. =~ Co
" .5, 'Class Games :* Qrganiising games in which
‘ aif_ the membets cbuld't?ice'ﬁg gan"d corducting
[ thenvet least thrice 4 week, if not daily, limited
- to a fixed time, at the: most one howy." Sports

citems, team ' races ' and ' ‘team.: matches in

Foot-ball and "such other games may. be fre-

" quently arranged with advantage: - -

L (T be Conclugeae)
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Local Associations and how they can help. (III)

Ado pted from the 1. H. (). Publicity
Pam phlet No. 19.

Visitors at meetin gs:--A. S, Ms are allow-
ed to attend meetings of the Associations
and speak, but unless they have been elected
members they mav not vote, except in the
absence of the S. M., in which" case one
assistant may take his place.

Rover scouts are not, as such, entitled to

attend Local Association meeti‘ngs, although,
if they comply with the ordinary require-

. ments for membership, they may be elected

members individually if desired by the L. A.

Outlets for service :—

Suggestions :

(a) Badges:—As all badges should
remain the property of the Association, and
since it is most desirable to encourage
scouts in their various tests, it is a good
thing for the Local Association to purchase
and present all badges to the recipients,
paving for them out of their funds, thus
retaining the ownership thereof. * -

"'The Association .is respon‘sibi‘e for the

issue of the Badges, and se they have to

for - .each " of = the

provide’ examiners’
A vigorous associa-

Proficiency Badges.

*tion will have a complete list of examiners .* » AR . ) .
ready always. ' In Iaige _ Ajsociations. :the should try to secure a camping ‘ground, not

nds of a Badge

badge work will be in the [
Sub Committe¢ with a. Badge Secretary. ,..

(b) Conferences :—The  Local Assgcfn:_

tion can assist in two ways. EEi
1. By “arranging, .in ‘consultation ~with

the District authorities, to h01d-conference,?t o , ’ e, a standing camp
~_with_necessary equipment might be tr up,

for’ Scouters: 'and’ "Cubmasters, when all

those engaged within a-certain radius can
* meet together, and discuss their problems,
and possibly too, have the’ advantage, e-"
cause of their large numbers, of listening to-
\ speakers expert in some particular aspect of .
the Moverment, - The Conference might take -
.'the form of a week-end, mémbers of the-

. Local Association’ ‘offering  hospitality. to

visitors. At least one-of the meals:had hetter

. g N K
s Sy R

A

2. In case of, Prc - Co Ices, 1t
would be at excellent: thing ,qu;scoutmg’,

be common.. .

Proyincial- Conférences, it ._

both generally and locally, if every Local

- Association sent at least one representative.

Interchange of ideas and sympathy, and the

- vision of a worldwide Movement, creates an

impression-in the minds of ever the most
prosaic of scouters, to the immense benefit
of a Local Association. Travelling being
expensive, the Local Association might step
in and provide reasonable expenses to its
representative in the Conference.

(c) Training of Scouters:—This is
where the L. A. can be useful to the utmost.
Many scouters do not have the time and
money at their disposal, and yet they give
of their best to Scouting. This best would
be very much better for a short course of
training, periodically, and the ‘L. A. can
with advantage organise Training Courses
of various sorts, and afford facilities to
attend and take the training. This is one
of the items in which the District Commis-
sioner could with the help of the L. A., do
‘much to keep scouting in a ‘high level of
efficiency in the Association area. Such a
‘schente of treining would serve ‘the purpose
of discayering. men who would take up
responsibilities later on. .

id]"Camping Grounds.~In _thickly
- inhabited lacalities, . Local Associations

too far away, to enable troops and scouts to

“hold their week end camps. This is very

necessary'in our Province, as the camping
‘habit has not yet been fully formed, and
scoutihg has in most cases been till now
onily a Club room affair. If the Assciation
is'lucky.in point of finance, a standing camp

with a. Scouters’ training scheme in view.

“ciation will try and-get for its use-a central’
Buildihg where the following' departments
‘ntight be gradually'addéd on -

llA Becretary’s Office.

"2\ An equipment department.

~*'3. Acentral Library, © -

. 41 ‘A place where a‘.l(lfs{:d\;;fs/bf the. locality

~ might be gdthered together on occasions,
~-5. Dens for all or some of the Troops.

i

“{e) Headguarters :+A good Local Asso-

o
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6. A place open every evening where any
Scout or scouter can come in and read or
play table games.

(f) Association Library:—Many troops .

cannot afford an extensive library and here
i1s the chance for the L. A. to spread up-to-
date scouting knowledge among the scouts
and scouters of the locality. The Library
must be central and open to any scout in the
Association.  Gifts of Books of a suitable
kind should be invited. The books will be
used in the hall and not taken out.

(g) Side by side with the Library, the
Association might come to some arrange
ment with the Pro\lncml Hd. Qrs., in the
matter of the “ South India Boy Scout ™
To keep in touch with the Pronncnal Hd
Qrs., it is essential that every scout and
scouter should get and read the Official
Journal. It would be a good thing if the
Local Association charged a consolidated
Registration fee annually from each troop
and supplied the magazine to the troop.
Special terms can be had for large quanti-
ties of the magazine, on application to the
Provincial Hd. QOrs,

(h) Employment Burcau:—Here is
where the lay members of the L. A. might
come in useful to the Scouts. Itisa. point
worth paying attention to. :

(i) Equipment Department :—In the
case of poor troops, the L.. A. maintaining
an equipment department would be a real
boon indeed. Uniformity in kit, and turn
out, cheaper and standard equipment, con-
venient terms as regards repayment etc., are
some of the advantages. Here is, where the
Rovers of the Locality might help The
department x{nght be run on a Co operatlv
 basis.

Finance:—is alwavs a thorny subject, but
should not be a difficult qubJect to tackle.
The sources of income to a Local A%oc1a-
tion are some of the following s~

Mgmbership fees, troop and pack registra-
tion fees, donatxonq, grants from local,
public and civic bodies.

It is always best for a troop notto app-
roach the publlc for money., though the
troop might give a concert, show or exhlbl-
tion and earn money for itself- The ideal
condition would be when the Finance
Committee of the Association ‘with the
treasurer, collected money from the Public
and financed the troops and Packs in its arca
according to needs.

Maintaining interest :~Every opl,ortumt\
should be availed of to keep the Association
members abreast of ewerythmg, that is being
done in the 'scouting 'circles of the
neighbourhood. This can be done by the

Propaganda  Sub Committee, and the

Rovers. The various ways in \\’hl(‘h it can
be done are:

1. By meetings

2. Through the Local Press

3. Parents’ days

4. Lay members inviting troops to

their homes and giving them a good time
occasionally

5. A Local -or District Association
Gazette. .

The lastis a most important and

-effective method of spreading the Scouting
idea among people and every /Association -

should have a Gazette, at least a 4 page
pamphlet periodically. Some districts " in
our province are doing it systematically.

The “Game of Scouting for Boys™ having.

fired ~ the public with its enormous
possxbllmes, the Association can be sure of
their: active help and practical sy mpathy,
to the ultimate benefit of those for whom it
should entirely and absolutely exmt —the

Boys of the VVorld

THE SOOUTERS’ JOB.

Scmwl ( i)

Scuuting‘,e.ims at- character tra.mmg.

We should keep this prominently in mind. but
should not et it obtrude too much in our talks to the
boys. Itis not what we tefl them so much as what we

are that counts and this latter counts: fnr a very great

deal { : i

Our wark as S/Ms is mamly 1) te pwwde the boya: ' i
a beathy enuronment breathmg with Scout Spmt,

1927.]

namely the spirit of self-sacrifice and fellow-ship; (2)
to provide them an atmosphere of romance and adven-
ture for which they have a first and natural craving and
(3) to give them plenty of Games and other out door
activities like camping which will make them bhappy,
stronyg aud healthy, and sel-reliant and resourceful.

* » - *

Another important bit of work we have to dois to
encourage in our boys the pursuit of a hobby. The
sixty odd Proficiency Badges sketched out in the Hand
Book are there to help us to give the boy a healthy
and congenial recreation.

More_than one hobby a boy may certamlv have, and
apart {rom mere hobbies there are certain*‘ Public
Service Badges' which every one should try for—
namely such as those that qualify one for the King’s
Scout Badge.

- ) . - » ! .

We are not doing our duty if we don’t keep alive in
our boys the desire to qualify for the badges. They
must always feel it, an bonour to win and wear them.
We should therefore encourage them and give them
every kind of facility for plckmg up what they have to
know.

- ' » . -

But, there is a but about it ! Let us avoid producing
a '“badge-hog ", whichis not a desirable fellowina
troop or in the Movement.

Badges do look pretty, no doubt: and a gogd num-
ber of them on one’s sleeves certainly gives added im-
portance to the wearer.

But Badge-hunting is bad character-training ! It just
defeats its own purpose {!

" . L] L4

Every badge worked for must be. the result of an

honest pursuit of a hobby for its own sake. And that .
will mean that the interest one feels for it is abiding .
and not evanescent, The pursuit of the hobby wlll not '

stop whed .the badge is secured.

Badges helptbe boys to keep on but they shouki gae :-

to it that thcy K:eep on Keepmg on’,

L I - »

As QIMS we have to seg to it thnt our, boys do tha&..k .

and do not. dest.end to &dga-huntmg
The - badge hog ' is, an unmarketable commodlly

g tisen !
There is no use for him. And he is a bad advertise~ K durpnncxp&l dutxes

ment tothe Moy_ement -'So lat us not ptoducg gmy !

- w - : -
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Badge-hunting is certainly ‘despicable : but so is the
other extreme—namely lack of interest in badges.

Heaps of Tenderfoots are Tenderfoots of long stand-
ing-which is little credit to themselves, or for that
matter to their S/M'S ' The Chief did not intend that a
boy should remain Tenderfoot {or ever. Indeed he
expects every bov worth his salt tobea ‘Second Class’
in three months of joining. And within the first vear
of his enrolment, the coveted F. C. Badge should find
a place on his left sleeve.

And the King's Scout Badge does not require more

. time than one year after the First class.

L] - . .

It is indeed regrettable that in our Province the
production of the first class Scout is so slow, and that
of the King's Scout is almost next to nothing.

* But even this state of affairs is very much better
than mass productios of poor stufl.
* . ! L *
Poor quality is bad trade advertisement. Our First
class Scouts must really be first rate; and the King's
Scouts must be exemplary fellows !

The tests for these badges as set out in the Rules
make no stipulations about character dev elopment but
does it mean it is of no account? No?

The First class scout must be a fellow of First class
character, a living embodiment of the Scout ldeal of

-character and efficiency, Every one in the Movement

and outside will look up to him and he must be worthy

-of it.

And much more so should be a ng s Scout ‘With
his all round qualification for the commuinity, the King's
Stout is a trusted 'servant of the public. . And the
knowledge that he really is of servlce is all the reward
he looks for. ) i\

‘. Y . . . -

*'No Scout is content to besecond {ate tha.( is what

" the Chief ‘bag rmgeamdly been .saying. Bul as one

looks roundioneseif, one sees that a great' multitude

i

" have not hwd thq C}uef or if tlrey ‘have, not under~

uood him.,

- No,one should be contemed wnh the 'Second: claav.
Badge. . The st class should follow in fits  wake. and

i the King's Scout Badge in due course after ‘that.

"~ As bcommuters ‘we have to see to it, lt :s one of

K ( To be contuum{ )

L PATROL LEADER BISU

H

A Scoutmaster is certamly not a profemmnal‘
Judge. He judges not by Law but. by Love.

He hears complamts not like an adamanting * .
statue but'ds'a human," sympathetm brethei, o

'THE DOVES & Mr. MANIL.

with, equammxty He did not prepare himself t")‘-.‘
receive complaints just then from his. younger -
"brothers of the Troop. All the same he received .

of - them just as a brother does, and was all ears to -

flesh ‘and  blood. His' face is certainly }!3“ of thelt expressiond of woe; The Doves cooed for

e:.pressmné———of sy
Love. . Angeris out'of place there, and it dis-
figures whenever it appeass. :He keeps ng mlmg
rod and the complamants read his ‘mingd off~has
faceas: ,fi'om a, mirror, ' . Hehce, - it must not’ be -
imagined’ that Mr. Mam heard e ‘complaint .

'

, of sadness, . and of ;, vengeance, for orice, though they did not term

"4t 50y - Irmust be admitted that they succeeded:
in, mhkmqu Mam feel - vexed " with the
. eonduct of Jamboo. Of course ‘as a natural
“corollary, the youngsters expected Jamboo’s
expuls:on ‘After calmness was completely
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restored, Mr. Mam asked <« So then, what
have you decided to do?” This question
perturbed the fellows a good deal, and some
what puzzled the Leader who replied, «We
propose nothing more to do sir. \We have done
what we thought we should do.” «Is thata
fact, Leader? Do you speak for your Patrol? ”
“Yes, Don't I fellows?” said he, addressing
the question to his pals. ¢ Yes, quite so " said
they convincing themselves, too just then that
it was so. “ You've left it to me. Youdid right
then. I think so” said Mr. Mani, “ You have
acted bravely. Your numbers must have beena
temptation to you at least to take the Law into
your own hands. You've sacrificed every such
wish in the cause of our Troop. May the
Movement prosper, if it serves you so well, It
has done you this much good. A sense of
discipline and a power of = control—both
admirable «qualities — have been devloped in
you. And you have served the Movement well
in not letting it down by acting as Jamboo did
by giving yourselves in to passion and
retaliation. Your cause is safe with me, Doves,
thank you, Good Night.”

And did it satisfy them? Who can faithfully
say it did?  But, before they departed, Mr.

Mani took care to work their thoughts up to

such a key as to wean off all mental suggestions
to violence. He gave tongue to certain reflec-
tions and they settled in the youngster's brains
like lines wriiten with a diamond needle.
“ Whatever the nature of the case.might be
and however aggrieved a person might feel, a
member of our brotherhood always feels
constrained . to give a sparing tongue to it.
The more one reflected on an unfortunate
incident the more one seemed to protract it aud
even to help to incite it again. This a scout
instinctively knows. Nay, it serves as a passago
to the devil of Gloomto enter the door of his
mind which is now barred by his conscious
practice of the Eighth Law. Once let a ray of
Gloon: enter and settle in your mind and you
are a prey to it for ever. A glum face betrays
you and a clamorous tongue your Troop—Why,
even your Movement—and all your talk of
brotherhood is listened to by people with a
discount. Let us sacrifice all thoughts not
only of violence but even of vengeance. Let
us not harbour even remembrances of unpleas-
ant incidents longer than it is imperatively
necessary for purposes of helping the manage-
ment of our Troop. _]amboo must no longer
be anything to you different from what he was
before now. Try and forget your grievances.
Practise the Eighth Law bravely on your way

back home and cease (o wag your tongte over
this affair, in the name of our Troop. Tt
tequires strength and courage to do it. Let the
Doves prove theirs now !” With these words
he brought the inferview to a close.

In what mood did the Doves depart?  The
Leader and the Second had enough o think of,
to be able to spare any thought on the inter-
view. For the §/M, by design, devoted a good
part of the interview to inquiries about how
they fared as a Patrol, what plans they had
made to come up in the -troop, what methods
and devices they proposed to adopt to solidify
their patrol-spirit and about their future plans
of work too.

The spirit of good will and fellowship
breathed ount into the responsible members of
the Patrol by the S/M provoked reflections of
an active nature and they occupied their minds
intensely. '

" As to the principal aggrieved, Tenderfoot
Baly, he was glad that the unpleasani affair
was over and felt greatly relieved when he
sallied,forth out of the S/M’s house.

Bui does not God make every fellow different
in essentials from another ? In that same way
Dove No, 3. let fall a remark, not without
some trepidity, that he was not satisfied on the
whole, with the interview. Dove No. 4. made
bold afier a slight pause, to add “1do not
think that Mr. Mani is a man of action.” dt
was Dove No. 5. who boldly gave out as his
opinion that “Mr. Mani was partial to Bisu's
Patrol.” The Leader refuted it and told him
his mind that it did the Patrol little credit for
him to speak like that of Mr. Mani, The
Leader's remark might have been true. But
there was that feeling in the mind of that

. Dove. He might bhave discreetly lreld his

tongue, but was that the remedy? The
feeling could not be helped. Oue of them
expected Mr. Mani to promise to punish
Jamboc. That was the usual thing which
superior authorities—like the Schoolmaster

with the ferule—committed themselves tfo, in

the name of correction. Another accused him
of partiality because the S,/M enjoined on them
never more even to talk of the incident, He
ingeniously put it down to the S/M's concern
for the good name of the Leading Patrol.
What mattered it to these ‘individuals whether
the harmony of the Troop was. preserved or
spoilt. What did the Spirit of Brotherhood as
yet spell to them? Was ita thing worth

. fostering at the expense of legal justice ? One

of themselves was beaten by a bully that
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called hmself a scout, and a member ol the
Troop. The S/M does not consider it due to
hem to tell them that he will see that the
ellow was repaid for i, If that was not
unfair he did not know what was, Conunonsense,
at least would brand it madness, if thesc
fellows, the Doves, thought that they had been
fairly treated by the S/M.

A

Here lies the crux of the Problem. ls the
Scoutimaster’s job an easy one? Is the genus
Boy capable of ldealism? “lven men are
not"—-is the argument often put forth to danm
this movement as unpractical.  But Boys are
known to be far more chivalrous, generous,
and fearless than men. ILet everyone of us
examine when we were most courageous, and
most  helpful and serviceable in our lives,
Surely in our Boyhood. Had we but developed
our potentiality of Fearlessness and Spirit of
Service when we were young, our susceptibili-
ties for magnanimous and noble actsin life
would not be so poor now. On the other hand
they have starved for want of nourishment and
through thought of safety and self-fostering
often under the cloaks of Prudence and Wisdom,

But the full height of a dwarf must be shorter
then the full height of an average man, Dwarfs,
there must be in huwnan life and one need not
be disconcerted by moral and mental dwarfish-
ness in individuals ; it may be, that they might

have grown up uuinfluenced by the best of'

human systems of citizenship.

And Dove No. 5 belonged to this sort.
The Leader was a shrewd boy and felt that his
reply might not have satistied him. Far form
doing so it might even have estranged himt and,
after a pause, seductively dragged hum into a
parley. “You know Madhav, thatit is not
right to cry for vengeance evep among ourselves.
After all do we not all belong to the same
Troop ?”

.

“Yes. | know. But did Jamboo think of

that ? Never mind that. We all went to Mr,~

Mani to report of an unbrotherly act on the
part of a member of our Troop. Is it not due

to us that we should be told how he is goinig to

act in the matter ?”

«Why do you not wait, and learn, Madhav ?
Nay, what does it matter:-to us hoy he acts.
Does not our duty end with the complaint ?”

« ] say, do not assume airs. Did we go to Mr.
Mani simply because it was our duty like the

Policeman’s, te detect and report a crime ? Are
we not the aggrieved party ? Didn’t we go there
to seek redress ? \What hag he meted out to us?”

“Yes, Madhav, you are right. But we were
wrong in going there with the expectation of
any thing more than Sympathy. [t was none
of ‘our business to see that an offender was dealt *
with in a particular way.”

“Why do you say so I

“« After all, 1s it not one of us also who
comniitted the act? What ought to be our
attitude towards hin ?”

“Why ! unalloyed Love, of course! You'll
next preach with serenity, like a bishop, that
* Recruit Balu onght to have shown the other
cheek, also, for the benefit of that bully.”

“Yes. It would be no discredit to us or our
Troop if brother Balu had behaved that way.
But 1 wouldn’t expect it of Balu, for he is only
a Tenderfoot, 1 cannot, however, be thought
unreasonable if 1 expected such a conduct on
the part of any of us.”

*“ Preposterous. It dakes words out of my
mouth, You might more intelligibly say that
Jamboo ought to have been presented with
sweetmeats for having dealt a good round blow
to brother Balu. It must speak of a noble-
Scout-Spirit or rather Patrol-Spirit, my dear
Leader. If this is to be the Law, I must very
soon think of saying Good-Bye to you.”

« Here, ‘Madav, do not become ludicrous,
Let me beg of you to see the fact. Is it any.
thing but a fact that Jamboo, also, is a brother
of ours. What do we accuse him of ? Is it not
that he forgot ‘this very fact? How then does
it behove us to forget it and commit the same
error? When brother Jamboo forgot his
position'in the Troop and his duty to a brother,

+is anything lower than Compassion his desert ?

Can we consistently claim to be his better and
cry for Vengeance ? Do we not condemn it, in
our sober movements, at all costs? We just
forgot ourselves in scheming for his vengeance
when we went to Mr. Mani. It was he who
brought us to our senses. Instead of thanking
him, would we accuse him ? Come, ponder over
it calmly,” said the Leader in all sympathy
for him, : k

‘ St :

Dove No. 5.°did nat know his own mind and
walked the rest of the way mute and
confounded. (K. R. R)

{ More next month. )
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More Of Rovering.

THE ' PRESENTATION CEREMONY " AND ADVICE.

Analogous to how the vouth of all nations
is impressed with the dutics and Fesponst-
bilitics of becoming a man from being a
boy, in Scouting there is a particular
occaston when this-is done.  What a re-
cruit to Rovering has to cquip himself with,
and how long he is to serve his period of
probation  have  been  detailed  in  the
previous  article. . The Rover Mate of
the Patrol in which the recruit was
receiving his training will first satisfy him-

self if the would-be Rover “has correctly |

understood the laws and principles of Scout-
ing—if he has really grasped what Scouting
stands for. Then he will also make sure
that the recruit wanting to become a Rover
has had enough practice in Scoutcraft,
and is in the way of undertaking tramps,
etc., and developing his resourcefulness to
help himself and help others. . Then he will
pass him on to the Rgver Leader for ad-
mission into the Rover Fold. The latter
will arrange to examine him—not néces-.
sarily by a regular or official examination—
and, in order to make clear what is expected
of him and so asto give him an opportunity
to see and ruminate for himself the great
step he is taking, he presents the candidate
with the list of questions (published else-
where) and points prepared by the Chief
Scout for such purposes.

This is the first part of the investiture
ceremony and is called ““ The Vigil.”” The
Rover Leader will see the prospective Rover
after the Vigil and clear any doubts he may
have and ask him if he still wishes to
present himself fo membership. - The Chief
Scout enjoins that, if necessary, the
candidate should be given further time for
consideration of  the questions. By
proposing such.a rigorous scrutiny it is
meant that it will be possible for youth, to
be perfect specimens of humanity before
entering the Brotherhood, or to become so,
in the short period of probation as recruits

or on reading the questions alreadv spoken -

of. But what is intended is that, at least
now, one should be prepared to make up
one’s mind in all edrnestness and serious-

.and  creating an impression of ch

ness to do one s best to fight ol the weak -
nesses and turn out a better and better
mdividual.

The sccond part js the investitupe proper.
Usually this is done at the end of the day s
work, and in the open air, round the c:l.mp
fire. . The Rovers are assembled in horse
shoe formation and the Rover Mate leads
the candidate on to the Rover Leader, A
few questions bearing on his desire to be
admitted into Rovering, his readiness to do
his best, to be pure in thought, word and
deed, on true selfless service, and on his
understanding of the Scout Promise and
Laws as interpreted from a man 's point
of view, are asked and answered. Then
the candidate renews his Promise if he had
already been a Scout, or takes it for the
first time " if joining the Movement anew.
The Rover Leader now announces that he
is, admitted into the great Brotherhood,of

. Rovers and presqﬁts him with the R. S,

[

-Badge, etc. °
" “The whole of thisis called “ Tlie Pre-

- sentation of a Rover Scout,” because the

yong man - presemts himself as willing
to undertake the duties. and responsibilitics
which the membership of such a Brother-
hood will place upon him. It is all a
solemn function, and on this occasion other
people may not be permitted to he present
Even Boy Scouts are not usually taken in
as spectators  always, just to ayoid
detracting from the ‘seriousnesg of the item

eap.
d be kept in
rward to such '
with eagerneSs
which is against

familiarity. A Boy Scout shoul
a state of expectancy to look fo
an occasion for himself
and longing. Scouting,

- all secret societies and seéret activities, does

not stand to be misun'giprstood if it wishes
to confine this item to i)gop]e who have very
intimately to do with ;it,. in the interests of

maintaining the\gl‘a'\:{ity of the occasion.
‘Thus trfined, disciplined and ¥dmitted
what is the programme of work for the

Rover'._? I§ isyservic_q.v' Says: B, P
“ Service is the key-note of scouting for

/\;.:
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Rovers.”  Service to one’s self, to the
Movement, and to the country and
Humanity—these may be said to be the
main lines for service. DBy the first 1s
meant preparing to discharge one’s own
duty to oneself. George Bernard Shaw
says i— : .

“ Every man has his duty to do inrepay-
ing the expenses -spent on him for food,
clothing,education,damages to windows,etc.,
during his childhood and youth. He who
shifts this burden of his inflicts upon some
other person exactly the same injustice that
the thief inflicts upon the person he robs.

When a man dies he should have paid all
his debts ; he should have produced more
than he consumed If every man
lives up to this ideal, each generation leaves
the coming one richer and the country
begins to advance. Our towns will become
beautiful places, and our lives a thing of
which we have no conception . . . In
rendering an account of one’s own deeds to
God, it would be well if one could say, ‘I
have used my gifts. . I have paid my way,
and in addition I have made the world better
than it was when you sent me into
it .o " ‘ )

The Hindu conception in this respect1s
that each man has to discharge three kinds
of duties in his life'in this world ; Duty to’
God, Duty to one’s Forefathers, and Duty

v !

to Humanity.. Each is called a Runa ot Debt, -

which is only another word for that kind of
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Duty, the fulfiliment of which 1s inevit_able
in the evolution of the individual. Besides,
the Pancha-Yagnas also are well-known
things. They are sacrifices or offerings to
Brahma, the gods, the pithris, humanity and
animals. Scouting, after all, says nothing
new, but reiterates well km?wn 1gleas, when
it wants us to take interest 1n animals also,
study their ways and be kind to them.

Self-education on proper lines is the way
to set about achieving such an 1c}ea]. 131
his beautiful book, Rovering.to Success,
Sir Robert Baden-Powell has, m a masterly
and most telling way, given the most whole-
some advice to young men. All his conclu-
sions are based upon his own personal
experiences and his study of men and
manners in the various parts of the world.
Whether one becomes a Rover or not, 1t 1s
a book worth being read and re-read by
every youth. Inone place he thus addresses
young men. ‘‘Paddle your own canoe.
Don't rely upon other people to row your
boat. You are starting out on an adven-
turous voyage front the stream of childhood,
along the river of adolescence, out across
the ocean of manhood, to the port you want
toreach . . , Younshould make your
self capable for the “responsibilities (1)
of your profession’ or trade ; (2) as a future
father o&fﬁldr‘engand' (3) asa citizen and
leader of men.” - . . :
e (G.RY

P

“ " The Presentation of a Rover Scout.

This Ceremony, dmwnup by, the Chief Scout, ie
issued as a snggestion for, Rovers who have not vet
instituted any . cerefnony of ihitiation for joining the

. Rover Section of the Troap. .
" The caremony is divided

-and *' The Investiture,"

'R
!

Before the Preseﬂtaﬂb\ql‘ti'\‘é -Séoutmaster hands the,

list- of questions cobtained'in’ ~ The Vigil” to the
days before the Investitire. ' He is asked to go apart

by himsélf and qoietly réad through the, questions and:

honestly .try his best 10 -answer them., ! "This could
perhaps be dong to greate ) qv ;
out in the country, ipreferably with a goad, ylew, but
may be in the Rover Dan'oriin his ,own-hpm\t!. ‘

" The Scoutmasiér: will .gee - the' progpective Roylc;r
after tne Vigil and-esk hiplif he has dny. gnestions ie

wants toask; and i thbroughly’.inderstanding the aim.

and 'idgbals:of the Rov
he wisi e.svtqlrpuvie‘g:‘h"

HARRAR

ction of the Scout Movement,
if for membership. . :

Y R

[

test advantage im a quiet spot,

5 ‘ ) VL . A

If necessary, the candidate shoqld be given further
time for consideration of the questions. Noone should
feal forced to take' or reaffiem the Scout Promise which

-:should be considered ir the light of a purely voluntary

R ‘ : ERNINF Yo - . :

inta two parte—'"The Vigil »
o

nony is inti o apt . those
The Ceremony is intended to apply, both to;t
who ‘bave not . previously/ been‘rSpouts apd to those
-who come up from the Scout Section, for in each case

! j - they should be fully aware of the step they are taking.
prospective Roves. - This,should preferably be some - DR .

.’ N The VIGIL. .
sach point, carefully twice and think it over in
: yof}:argi:?i f'mggt -'leasl,afulyl minute,, better for three,
before going on to the next. - e .
+.1.:As one grows oldér ‘time 'passes more. quickly.
‘Comparatively speukitig, life only lasts for a short time
and is goon over.- . Indeed it mqy"en‘d to-morrow—even
.- this night 1 may be dead. ", RN ’
. 2. Am]1 meanfime making the best use of the life
that God has given nle? o
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3. Am I frittering it away, in doing nothing that
counts, that is, wasting it?

4. Am I working at things that are not doing good
to anybody ?

5. Am I seeking too much my o6wn enjoyment or
monev making, promotion, without trying to help other
people? .

6. Whom have [ helped in my life?
7. Whom have I injured or hurt in my life?

8. T get no payv or reward for doing service, but that
makes me a free man in doingit. I am not working
for an emplover, but for God and my own concience.
This means that I am a Man,

9. Happiness cannot be bought with money, but it
can be earned, even by the very poorest.

10. I have to make my living sumehow, but I can do
some ' Service' in myv spare time. What kind of
Service should I do?

But I must not think that service is for spare time
only. I must be constantly on the luok-out for oppor-
tunities of serving at all times.

11. The Rover Section of the Scout Movement is
described as a '* Brotherhood of Service,” so if I join
it I shall get the opportunity of doing service in many
ways that would not have been open to me otherwise.
if 1 join, am { doing so only for the fun I shall get out
of it, or for the Service that I can put into it?

[JAN.

12. Tn order to join it I shall have to chuck

habits that [ may have got into as a- boy any bad

13. What are my bad points?

4. Am I absolutely honourable, truthful

trustworthy ? and

15. Am T loyal to God and the King, my country, m
employers, those under me, my friends and myself.>

16. A Tgood tempered, cheery and kindly 10 others ?

17. Am [ sober and clean living and clean speaking ?

18. Havel pluck and patience to stick it out when
things go against me? ’

19. Have Ia mind of my own, or do I allow myself
to be carried away by the persuasion of others? )
20. Am I strong minded enough to keep offtempaliun.
To drink,
o barm a girl or woman ?

21, [)9 I really think for others, rather than for
myself, in my plans or undertakings ?

22, If Tam weak in someof these things, do I resolve
here and now, with God's help, to do my béqt t
correct them and chuck them up? e

So that I can go {orward henceforth a real man

o ; and
a good citizen, and a credit to mv country.

(The [nvestiture next nonth.)

 ——

ROVER CITIZENSHIP TALKS.

The Madras Legislative Council.
By K. R. R. SASTRY, M. A.

Owing to many causes, the ignorance of the
average citizen on matters pertaining to the
Legislative Council of his own province is dis-
heartening. Thanks to a change in the angle of
vision of Indian politicians, concerted attention
is being focussed round the working of the
Constitution of 1919, In-the absence of an
armed rebellion-—which is really detirmental to the
growth of future India, Constitutional evolution
is the only possible path to India. A fair trial
of the present constitution is thus a sine gua non
so far as transitional India is concerned.

One of the admitted results of the Act of 1919
is the grant of a dual form of Government in
the provinces. The tfansferred half consists of
Ministry chosen out of the majority party in
the Council, These Ministers are equal in
diginity .to the Executive Councillors of the
Reserved Half.

According to S. 72. A. of the Govt. of India
Act, not more than 20% of the Governor’s
Provinces shall be official members; and at
least 70% shall be elected members. Provision

is made through rules to specify the qualification
of electors and constitute vartous constituencies
At present the strength of the Legisl;ltiv.é
Councilis 131. 1t was gratifying to read in the
Madras dailies an intelligent study of the posi.
tion of parties during the week prior to Ministry.
making (may I'say manufacturing?). Parties with
dpﬁmte programmes, an ever-functioning execu-
tive and widely known sources of party funds
are being brought into existence. That Madras
has not yet got such parties is clear afte.r
perusing the letters of a landed aristocrat whe
is still imbued with medieval personal hotions

fSI. 72 C. of the Act provides for the
of President and Deputy President in
Council. The post of Speaker is one of the riilocg}:
honoured institutions in parliamentary hiqtof
He represents the diginity of the House A

election

supreme measure. It is regrettable t cor]
0
the absence of the growth of the office ri?"}t

Non-Party basis in Madras. It s i

any way to record that what lsh;f)sleaif;ng
achieved with remarkable credit by the Hg 'beln
Mr. V. ]. Patel in India’s infant Parlian "
has been established at Madrag thr. lment
recent election, c ) ough the

(To be continyeq. J

-
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. Tanjore District Scout Council.
Scoutmaster’ Training Camp : Kuttalam.
20-12="26 to 5-1-27

Origin :~During one of my visits to
this district, I happened to visit Kuttalam
and while having a casual talk with Mr. N.
R. Subrahmanya Aiyer, the Headmaster of
the Board High School, the desiralylity of
running a Cubbers’ and Scouters’ Training
camp was mentioned and this camp resulted
from that talk. Mr. Subrahmanya Aiyer
then set to work and after permission was
obtained for organising the camp, both from
the District Council and the Provincial
?;Equérmrs,. applications were invited
B0t intending candidates, sufficiently early.

A _camp  arrangements Qémmitteé . was.

formed yvith‘ Mr, Subrahmania Aiyer as its
President and Mr.“T..N. Ramamurthi Aryer.
as Secretary and all arrangements  were
taken ‘on hand - well in advance. The res-
ponse was splendid—as many as 67 appli-
cations being ‘received, - some for .one course

or the other,"and some for both. The task.

of selecting. the "candidates was-very diffi-

BOY SCOUT.

On the o[,)ening.day 49 turned up and one
left almost 'immediately for some domestic
reasons, so that the camp was full with 48,
Location :—The grounds attached to the
Board High School, Kuttalam, had all the
essentials of a good camping ground and as
there were no suitable camping places with-
in reach, the Camp was located in the
School grounds and  went on undis-
turbed as it happened . to be Holidays
for the school at’'the time. There was plen-
ty of open” space. for Games and Practices,

" and good cover in the surrpunding country
~ for stalking, tracking and similat activities.-

Thatched sheds were erected in suita ble
places for the Parrots, Owls, Hounds, Cobr-
- as, Crows and Bulls, care being taken that
“each patrol was well separated from the
others: Life in/ camp was :entirely in the

. open and each patrol took ‘care to keep its

" own shed and surroundings, trim and tidy.
The camp fires and sessions were held under

“the shade of a big Tamarind tree, seats

being improvised out of piles of bricks.
Cooking :—Long before the camp was

actually started, it was definitely understood-

that cooking should be..on Patrol lines and

cult, owing to the high general. educational: . that understanding was stuck to very rigidly.

qualifications of the campers, and it was all
that we could do to keep the number low.

In spite of a]l such intentions, - it was found
impossible % reduce’the number ito less than .

48 for the "Stouters' Course ' and 18 faf'the
SN T TR i .

Each. Patrol built its own kitchen place, and

v

“¢ooked its own' food, provisions and vessels -
" being supplied by -the Quarter Master.

It was possible for every member of the
atrol to have his turn at’ cooking and the

Cubpers’. ., . Rt ':1“,;;.(11uality~of food cooked was invariably good.

Al the campers'came from--various parfs’
‘'of the District, exeept - two who, -came from.
. outside. Of these, one carfie *from. South

Arcot:and the other from Trichinopoly.

Ly

n'spite of the other rounds of tasks, it was
_possible for'each camper to attend to his
" kitchen duties and a thorough comprehension

of the Patrol System and a practical applica-
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tion of the same werc responsible for the
comforts which the campers enjoyed. It was
the care of the camp officers to see . that no
camper roughed it, but made himelf and
his patrol thoroughly comfortable. All the
meals were cooked by the patrols by them-
selves, with the exception of a light tea
provided by the Quarter Master on the open-

ng evening, a common meal round the camp
ﬁre on the night of the Visitors’ day, and"
the final meal - (common) on the night
previous to the closing day. The spirit of
tolerance and good will shown during the
common meals was very remarkable and
was proof of the value of scouting on right
lines and good camping to biing abouta
real spirit of amity and comradeship.

Sanitation :—The campers kept  their
locations clean. Each Patrol dug its own
rubbish and grease pits and used them well.
Latrines with suitable - partitions = were
provided and two such trenches for each
patrol were allotted, the officers having a
latrine of their own. The care of the latrine
trenches, the disposal "of camp' refuse ‘and
rubbish and the proper -use of the rubbish
and grease pits were encouraged by inter-
patrol competitions with the result that the"
“ camp looked and was kept perfectly clean.
The health in camp was consequently very
good.

Control :—Thecourse was conducted asa
Troop of boy scouts -with P. 'S. Narayalr
swami of the Provincial - Headquarters as.
Scoptmaster  with J.o L. Muthia = of
Mannargudy,
Joint Hony. - Secy. of. the, Distnct Council
and  Bh. :Krishnarao - of - ‘Narsapur
(Godavery sttnct) as, ‘Assistants. ' The
first hamed gentléman bemg one of the -
senior $coutmasters in *.the District and

having assisted ‘me in the Kumbakonam' -

Scouters Refreeher camp, was specnallv w‘lrun exactl) as .4 .troop 'of Bov“ Scouts

wntten to in advance anid got ‘down fof the
camp a day previous.to the starting of the -
camp. His coming in. advam:e together with
Ramabhadran  was very " helpful {o the:
Camp Secretary in pufting'the. finishing

touches to the camp - arrangements,” so tha@ -

the camp might go on without- any hxgch

. Mr. Krishnarao: whe hgd asmsted me, at*
the. Godavery - Training - Camp intended -,

K. R! Ramabhadran the

visit to Madras in Christmas and very
kindly agreed to my request to him to come
and help me in this camp. His presence in
this camp was very useful as he took
complete charge of the Spare Time Acti-
vities and carried them through thoroughly.

Almost all the comforts enjoyed by the -

campers in this.camp, in the shape of camp
expedients was due to him] and he took
particular care to see that every camper had
his full share of Spare Time Activity Train-
ing. In this connection I am thankful to the
Secretary of the Taylor High School
Commxttee, Narsapur, for sparing the: ser-
vices of Mr. Krishnarao and the authorities
of Findlay College, Mannargudy, for spar-
ing the services of Mr. Muthia. -

Messrs. Swaminatha -Aiyer and Raja
gopalachari the scouters of the Board High
School Troop, Kuttalam acted as' Quarter-.
master and Assistant Quarter Master -and
spared no pains to make the campers.
comfortable. One member of the Parrots,
T. Subrahmani Aiyer of Maya\aram was
spared by his Patrol whenever ‘necessary to
assist the Q. M. and his Assistant and to
look to the comforts of the camp officers.

Com position .—Out of 'the 48- cam pers
30 where either  B.As, B.A., L.Ts, M.A,,
L.Ts, B.A., B.Ls or M.A,, BLS Therest'

" were either intermediates or Matriculates or

certificated Secondary’ grade men. Though
the majority belonged to the «Teaching
Profession, there were .2 - few. who were
landholders, a District Munsiff, 4 pfactising
Vakil. - So, the campi'was composed of
men of culturg and. the’ ‘presence of such men

~-of status and culture was responsible for the
‘very high .moaral . tone, the. splendid scout

spirit, and discipline which pruaﬂed in the
camp. from start to ﬁmsh T

Method., of iram‘mg —-—*The cmirSe was

- regulated by the usual camp rules:” Iastruct-

ion sessions-were through  games; -practical -

‘-'demonstratmns and -ogcasional tatks, Thete

was-a continual cqmpar}gmruithe eﬁmrenq

‘of the patrols as regards, WQrk and .

- 8pirit on the patrol system. Every M g'
“in" Parade, the troap. ﬂag wasrxsolemnly

presented to the best Patrol, : The campers 7
-were. provided: with, utensnls fdr k;ookmg and*‘&ﬁ““

/

‘kitchen ;.
© types-of scoutin
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accommodation and every other item of
equipment was provided by themselves,
Shoulder knots, Patrol emblems, Leaders’
and Seconds’ stripes were pronded by the
Camp Secretary. ‘

Scheme :—In  addition to  the usual
instruction in Tenderfoot and Second Class

work, and talks on PatroPand troop manage- -

ment, records and -finance, the C. O. H,,
Club Room, Policy, Organisation ‘and rules,

camping, etc., it was thought advisable to{;\

avail of the opportunity during the visitors'

day to talk to .the public ' and the campers"
" basket weavmg, making fans, weaving camp

about the advisability of forming a represen-
tative Local. Body for looking to the interests
of Scouting in the Locality.

to them the importance of enlisting public
sympathy, if scouting were to succeed in
any locality.

To show that scouting. could be made
extremely interesting 'to the boys, special
attention was paid to Pioneering and Track-
ing including sand tracking. The Campers,

in addition to improvising camp gadgets,,

utilised their spare time in, putting up a big

rope bridge on the model of the one described -
. in. November 1926 *‘ Scouter’’, as one of

the; sxghﬁ for. the v1s:tors to see én the
nsxtprs da .

(IW’M‘S a?lé Cwm ﬁﬁrcs.—e—lt was ielt\that.i

some’moate timme should -have been - aliottéd

fot the' g&mes éesslon, But ‘this céuld J!ot’

be done: ewing, tq the early suriset -and-
dutxes“ R ,ﬁ

games iuere demopstrated: )
and’. phl}ed a\ ang & there was very keen and

.....

healthy': miaﬁry diriong, ‘the’, patzplsx ~'Ih¢1 -the¢ 2

al

This attempt
was very helpful to the campers in showing "

owever, the daffercnt‘{
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observance of the New Moon Day.
Undenominational prayers of a umiversal
character were sung or said at the beginning
of each day in Parade and at the close of
the camp fire in the night. Every attempt
was made to facilitate the observance of
individual religious practices.

Spare Time Activity :— In addition to

the usual diary and daily sketch, the camp-

ers learnt to whip the ends of their knotting

rope, to plait a cocoanut leaf into thatch, to
'sew a button on, to make a scarf ring out of

cane, bamboo or leather, trestle building,

mattresses, making camp furniture, etc.

Finance :—Every camper paid Rs. 8/-for
board. The large number in camp, the patrol.
system of- cooking, etc., were responsible

‘,for additional expehse,"which could not be

met with by the contribution of the campers.

‘This fact was realised by the Camp Secre-

tary Mr. T. N. Ramamuthy - Iyer while
preparing for the camp and his endeavours
of enlist-the financial sympathies of the
public of Kuttalam, met with very ready

-and generous response. The result was that
-the' camp. was amply - eqmpped with every- -
/thing: iecessary for running. such a large
camp successfully.

The capip never at any’
ant’ qf mdxspensable .

o uffered fo’

vgtprx .rBemg \ohday/ tlme, : visitors.
‘,Kumba)ggnu i May aVafa'rn, Mannar- :
gﬁdx'i»‘anél other places 'yisited the camp.
1 The Jocal ,gentry vigited the camp evéry day .

' - Jannm@y. was a visitors’ <day and’
theré Ma\s d*hrge response to:: the inyitatior

durin thew gamés and: camp fires.” ‘Sunday - -

i Qampﬁm:d wwere glso” ?erv ‘good a;dthb; g ol
‘. livélier and fnorg roaring tosvards the lofter
- parto of the cardpmﬁ 'y c:?rlxpefs o-swhoin’ the nienibets of the

; ; ) f wroiel] E;xecutwgg -
oamp ﬁne.s\ g nbﬂrelty dﬂhemﬁh ?f ‘rec?r’nes"ments to‘ﬂi& vthtom ', The'Sceuts in .-

" . before, engtzred :m,ﬁj .\épitif"é;-niite* Tel o
i -mp “were inyested hatevc;mngand became
and_. thfouglﬁy B lqt E themsqlves it b th , 5 :iw Brotherho l [

suits ~-*’Phe camp was
»‘« a;g _easy: to note ‘that the .’

¥ ,.“‘he?r Its ' of this éﬁmp
“nl 'byet?:é work which will

an;me District. Scogt -

’ b ‘by'the in vtdualmemnér&m futire.
éribers: fbr ﬂ the spmt that prevaﬁed in camp could be-

pd s rriong: those who came ‘were sbme' of"

The ¢amjpers. provided -
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taken as an augury of the future, the
District need not at all be pessimistic.

Conclusion :—Messages of greeting were
sent in kindly by Dr. F. H. Gravely of
Madras and the Cevlon Scouts staving with
him at the time, Mr. Thaddaeus the Pro-
vincial  Organising . Secretary  and  the
Hon’ble Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiver, the
Provincial Commissioner, and were rcad out
to the campers.

My thanks are due to all those—campers,
and outsiders—who helped willingly and
actively  in making this camp the great
success that it was.

Kattalam,]  P. S. NARAYANSWAM]I,
5-1-'27 | Scoutmaster.

Cubmasters’ Training Camp : Kuttalam.
26-12~"26 to 29-12-'26.

Origin:—This Camp owes its origin to
the kindness of Mr. N. R. Subramania Iyer,
Headmaster Board High School, Kuttalam,
who felt that a Cubbers’ Camp and
Scouters’ Camp were necessary for his
locality and kindly undertook to make all
arrangements. As a large number of candi-
dates applied for the Scouters’ - course, very
elaborate arrangements were made in time
for the camp to commence punctually at the
appointed time.

Control —The Camp was conducted by
Mr. P. S. Narayanaswamy,of the Provipcial

Headquarters assisted by Mr. K. R. Rama .

bhadran of the Pedro Pack. o

Com position :—18 members attended the
course. Of these one came from Trichino-
poly and the rest from the different parts of

the District: Seven were B. Asor B. A., -

L.. Ts and the rest were either Inter-
mediates or S.S.L.C. men. With the excep-
tion of one who was a Vakil all the: others
were of the Teaching Profession.

Method of Training:—The course was
run exactly as a Wolf Cub Pack and consist-
ed of three Sixes—the Blacks, the Browns
and the Whites. The instruction was
through games and practical demonstrations .
and occasional talks. There was a -stand-
ing competition between the various Sixes
as regards efficiency and Cub spirit.

The course was an attempt to expand the
Jungle. Book on, the lines laid down by the
Chief Scout in his Wolf Cubs Handbook
and bring home to the campers the value of
jungle stories as a means of character
training in children. With a view to bring-
ing about a jungle atmosphere, at the Red
Flower on the firstyday, the members of the
course and the officers each took an appro-
priate Jungle name which they retained and
were known and addressed by throughout
the camp. .

Appropriate badges and distinguishing
marks were provided from the very beginn-
ing,such as shoulder patches, vellow armlets,
etc., Tenderpad badges were supplied at the
Investiture on the 29th evening. The Pack
possessed a Totem Pole which was presented
to the best six in point of” efficency, every
day at the morning Parade.

The Scheme :—The course'was an adapta-
tion of the one followed at the Pulimangalam
Cubbers’ course held in July 1926, but the
duration of the camp was cut down to 3 days
according to the suggestion of Akela Leader
Father Molony of Calcutta. It was felt,
however that if it had been for a day more,
we could have covered the whole ground
more thoroughly. As it was, the campers
had to cook their own food and the crowded
programme of the camp coupled with,
kitchen dutics kept the campers fully busy
all the time. There was sufficient practical
work in Cubbing mixed with theory also.

Attendance :—All the campers stayed in
camp through'out. y :

Sparc time activit§ .—This part of the
cub scheme of training was not neglected
and the campers showed considerable
ingenuity in .improvising camp gadgets.
The daily sketch, knots, etc., occupied part
of the spare time. Lo
. Red  Flower:—The first night's Red
Flower was utilised to explain the objects of

the course and put the campers in the way

in point of camp life and routine.. The rest
of the Red Flowers were devoted to sing-
song, play acting, story telling, camp fire -
games, etc. The spirit ‘displayed round
the Red Flower was fair. The Red Flower
idea was altogether,new to the campers, and

i
.
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they found it difficult at first to come down
to the level of children.  They improved
later  on. A pack  song  specially
composed in tamil for the camp was
eyclostyled and copies were distributed to the
campers to cnable them to sing it in unison
round the Red Flower.

Commissariat and Cooking  Arran-
gements :—The arrangements were in the
hands of the Quartermaster and A, Q. M.
of the Scouters’ camp. Cooking was by
Sixes, the provisions and utensils being
supplied by the Q. M. The officers in
charge of this department spared no pains
to make the campers comfortable.

Sanitation :—Each Six took care to keep
«its lair clean. Rubbish pits and grease
pits were dug by the sixes themselves and
were used to full effect. The health in
camp was very good. '
Religion :—All the campers were Hindus
and every facility was afforded the campers
to practise their own religious obscrvances.
Simple pravers of a universal character
were said both at the morning and the
night, at the commencement of the day's
work and at night after Red Flower.

Visitors :—During the games and Red

Flowers, many children and some of their -

parents visited the camp and had an
opportunity of getting to know what
cubbing was. The District Scout Commis-
sioner of Godavery visited the camp on the
last day and stayed for a few hours. °

' Finance :—FEach camper paid Rs. 4/- for
boarding,” and met his own expenses
for travelling and kit. The expenses worked
out without a dificit.

Efficiency and Results —On the whole
the campers showed .good cub spirit and
enthusiasm. And. I believe they had an
enjoyable and . gseful time at camp.
Though the camp was of short duration;
it setved to show that the scheme could bé

~

very well adapted to local needs with great
suceess and that when once it is done, many
morce would take to cubbing with greater
keenness.

Conclusion :—This camp was the second
of its kind for the district, and fifth for the
the presidency.  Sceeing  that the majority
of our children of cub age all over the
Presidency have not yvet been touched, in
regard to scouting, onc s often led to won-
der why many cubbers’ courses ure not being
conducted in various parts of the Province.
Unfortunately, people entertain  peculiar
notions about cubbing and forget the inter-
ests of the child in their doubts and
preoccupations. © Unless and until every
scoutmaster makes honest endeavours to
realisc that cubbing is the foundation of surc -
scouting, and attempts to form a cub
pack in his own troop, it would be hard to
expect outsiders to take to cubbing for
cubbing's sake. It was a happy sign in
this camp to sec that 8 of the campers in
this course, decided ‘wisely to stay on and
take the scouters’ course also. They expres-
sed at the end of the second course that
these two branches of the Movement cannot
hope to flourish without each ‘section
actively cooperating with the other.

The Organisers of this camp and. the
District Scout Council of Tanjore deserve
to be congratulated on their successful efforts
to spread the Movement throughout the |
district, in order to lay the foundation for
good Scouting.

May it be hoped that this camp might be
the forerunner of many more such camps,
so that we might have willing leaders to
take up the noble task of developing our
children in capacity and character.

My thanks are due to Mr. Ramabhadran"
for the very kind help he rendered to me in
the camp and to the Organisers of the camp
for the uniform courtesy shown throughout
the camping period.

P. S. NARAYANSWAMY,
Cub Master,
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STAR LORE.

[Brother Scouters will kindly cxcuse e if [ nake o
request to them to acquaint themseloes, if they are not
alrcady familiar, with the scveral Star groups, which
1 hope to put before tienm in this scries with the help
of suitable charts.

That owr scouts showld learn totell tinie by the Stars
gdoes without saying. Lct us put before them the Star
groups and mcthods of calculation adopted by us.
Once we oursclves try and identify the 27 Nakshatras,
or at least as many of them as possible, the tdsk of
nueking our Sconts doé the same becones very casy and
hencee my request. )

In the September issue I have given the names and
the description of the 27 Nakshatras. The accompany-
ing chart (i) is the first of the four charts wherein I bave
depicted all of them. In each, celestial latitudes and
longitudes are drawn. If each one of them is held
right above head and upside down with reference to the
directions indicated,for one who is at O dey. latitude on
the earth, the celestial Equator would appear to run
13 deg. south of an imaginary line running across the sky
right above his head. "And so on. the Ecliptic indi-
‘cates the Sun's path, This chart (i) contains Uthirttathi,
IRevati, and 6 groups from Asvini. The several stars
in each group are joined by connecting lines which are
only imaginary, Persistent observation  alone will
ensure identification. . ’

All the 8 groups depicted in this chart will be very
clearly visible, and will be i’ prominent places in the

heavens, by the time this number of the S. 1. B. S,

is in your hands. iSince you have already learned to
recognise the planets and since vou could find Jupiter
and Mars now, in the early part of the night, in well-

defined places, I shall locate the star groups with .

reference to them bo*h. .

By-about the end of this month,. the group Asvini,
having the shape of a horse’s head, will be about
100—150 west ef the Zenith point. at about 7. P. M.
The brightest star of this gronu is at the join of the
lower jaw and the underpart of the neck of that imagi-
nary horse. One or two stars of less brightness appear
at the begining of the upper part of its neck. These
and the many other tiny stars going to make this group
can very well be identified to form the head of an

imaginary horse. -About 700 cast of this group i.e.

almost right abdve head at the same time of night,
appears another group .of three stars forming an
equilateral triangle ‘as it were. This is Bharani.
About 150 further east is- the group called Krithika or
Pleiades. It is made up of six, tiny stars, close to-
~gether, and appears to be an invertéd ' chair, without
arms. Due South of this group 'you with find the
planet Mars. ' . \

150 east of Pleiades comes another group which’

contains Rohini, also called Aldebaran. There appears

an isosceles triangle with bage not joined and with the

vertex towards the previous group. On the southern
arm of this triangle at the fdr.end is a very bright Star.
This is Aldebaran. Orion the familiar group comes
next. It is-definitely to the Southeast of the previous

“one and contains the next two Nakshatras, Mrigasirsha,

and Aradra, Orion is unsually supposed to take the
_ form of a person with bis head in the north, having a
belt and a sword. If he'is..supposed to' be lying flat
looking upward, his right shoulder-joint }s marked by

on the west.

one very bright, big, star; this is Arudra. A little to the
west of this there isa small group made up of three
small stars forming an obtuse-angled triangle. This
m;_mgular group can he supposed to be the head o}
Orion and it is called Mrigasira. You will now know
which.is_ Orion’s belt—three equidistant Stars which
when joined and produced will cut the isosceles triangle
containing Rohini, very near its vertex. The Sword of
Orion is formed by 3 wvery tiny stars below this belt
running nor}h to south. The line joining them whén
produced will pass through the central star of the belt
and th:_: lead of Orion. Such a line also indicates the
North in any place. Orion's belt, when produced
backward, passes through a bright star in the South-
sast called Sirius or Dog-Star., ‘

Coming back to the western half of the
100 to the west of Asviri, several stars wisl}qé'i:eb?}l:;
appearance of a big fish when joined. This is called
Revati. 150 further west, thére will be two bri ght
stars, at some good distance from each other and north

to South. At about the same distance further on this "

side there is another set of two bright - stars whose line

is parallel to the line joining the previous two. These |

four make up the Square of Pegasus group. The east-
ern two are Uthirattathi and the westetn two, Poorat-
tathi. In this chart Uthirattathi alone figures. The
next one containing the qther, will appear in the next
issue. Jnpiter will be very near this Square of Pegasus

[To continue.] - G.R

.

GAMES FOR CAMP.
Bang Ball.

Besides bejng highly ex.c‘iting. this game is excellent
for encouraging accuracy in throwing and fielding balls
One foot ball and a supply of ordinary tennis balls
are required.

Short flags qr sticks are placed at a di
or three {eeg froth each other, thedlztxa:xf;roiéi‘z;
" regulated by the number of
players in. the patrol or the
U, ;;a;n’;mf:actly oppgsite. about
s . ¢ way, a simliar lin
313 ""2 “""["1 { flags or sticks s placed ea:({
. numbers up to 5 ‘giver to each
. of the spaces. The football js
K then placed at 4" point mid-way
. “between the two linés and each
0 . Patrol armed with small . balls
takes up its place behind a line.
. The object of the game is to
‘ :er:gbthedfoqt ball between the
) . . umbered s by
|_141312]15] 1] the smaller bally ut ﬁy tahﬁ;”sifﬁ
© 0 0 o o o benoticed are that no on may
. stap the foot ball- with any part
.«'?:ol‘:s person, ‘or’take a throw
: an int in front of"
line. -Small balls may;berretriz\g%‘éy\i:;cﬁgr:ar:fhg;

the line before taking another throw. i -
. {The 'Scou‘terﬂ’

e
s
. A}

v PiE 4L 8
B A AR S S

’

. it own balf, but players must thereupen retreat behind

ot SR

Revathi. 5.
Aswini, 6.
Bharani. 7

K ri(ﬁiga or Pleiades, 8.

N. B.—Hold the map np side down above your head.

- 22 —
ALIEQUA|TOR

DECE MBER

CHART 1.
Rohini or Aldebaran. 9,
Mrigasira. 10,
Arudra. ' 11
Orian. ,

Sirius or Dogstar,
Square of Pegasus,

Utnirattathi.
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Madras.—The new hall built in cemmemoration of
the ‘amboree in the Provincial Scout Headquarters
Grounds was formally opened by His Excellency, the
Prov. Cheif Scout on the evening of the 3rd Dec. 26.
His Excellency was received by the Provincial Commis-
sioner and some of the chief officers of the Scout
Movement and first conducted to the new fountain
presented by Mr, K. Mobammad Kutty Sahid of

- Calicut, in honour of Mr. R, H. Ellis, the Collector of
Malabar ; His Excellency and party walked up to the
entrance of the new hall where a very large gathering of

- ladies and gentlemen of Madras had assembled. At
the request of the Provincial Commissioner, 'His
Excellency formally opened the hall amidst cheers.
Immediately after, His Excellency unveiled the portrait
of the Hon'ble Sir C. . Ramaswami Aiyer, K.C. 1. E,,
presented to the Provincial Headquarters by Dewan
Bahadur P. Parankusam Naidu Garu.

{ o

' C : . T

.

Thisioic(:asiowwas availed of by thé Prov. Council -
. to-present a Thanks Badge to Mr. Conran Smith,

S C. 1 Ei, 1. C. 8 the Private Secretary to His

Expeuﬁf,&icy the Governdr, for his unremitting servi;:les g
{ ' ‘His.
Excellency pinned the Badgé on, making an appropriate .

. to .the Scout Movenent, in" the. Presidency.

speech and corfgratulating My. $mith.. Mr. C. Cunmia

Naidu, who very kindly presented a Library.of Scout

Books to the Headquarters and Mr. Alagannan Chettiar,

‘who had ; reddered ‘substantial financial help for the’

Jamporee, were also presented to His Excellency.
i he visitors inspegted thehallaxid were very pleased
with the protraits presented:by Mr, Parankusam Naidu
Garu, Capt. T, W. Barmard .and thé wager colour paint-,

ings by Mr., F. H. Oakley, hung up on the walls. The:
hall and - the Library are systamatically used by & -

BEEY

large number pf Scouts ‘ever,y,c_layz. 2

" The Public’ Sesyion of the Boy Seouis. Association *
5th Annual Meeting was*held at the Victoria Public

Hall on the evening of the 7tly December,. There was

" a very large gathering of Stouts, Scouters zod public..
en. : ; ke on. the:
regort presented for the previbus edr ane pointed ount
Y ' ying: ko make itself self-:.
ency, -Speechés

men. - The Provincial Commiisioier ‘s

how .the, Movenjent ‘was fr
suppyrting . thrpugh-ont. ‘the’

A

(SR .
;¥ AMBUSH " GAME IN CAMP.

were made by DMessrs. M. Venkatasubba Rao,
Jamnadas Dwarakadas of Bombay, F. G. Natesa Aiver
of Trichinopoly and Brooke-Elliott, The Lord Bishop
of Madras, and Mrs. Patwardhan. In concluding the
proceedings, His Excellency assured the public of his
personal interest in the Movement and said that he .
had personally seen the greal progress the Movement
had made throughout, and appealed for more public
support., With a final word of advice to the scouts
His Excellency concluded the proceedings, after which
Mr. QOakely gave a Lantern Lecture or *' His Trip to
Ceylon. .

North Arcot District.—The District Commissioner
sends news .of good work done by the Scouts of
Mission & Municipal Schools, Tiruvannamalai during
the Kirthigai Festival. :

The Board Elementary School of Venbakam Trogp
celebrated its first Anniversary on 12th December, and

.-

the D.’C.‘ spoke to the Sconts and to the parents om
Scouting. An interesting Programme was put up for
the evening, Mr. Naragsimha [yengar, tbe Deputy
Tahsildar presided. -

The D, C. visited the Troop attached_td The Junior.
Certified School Ranipet, and helped the Scout master
and the Superintendent with helpful suggestions.

The Proviacial Commissioner visited Vellore: during

the Police Week and delivered a lecture on - Scouting '

at Sri Mahant’s High Schoo! Hall, Vellore onthe 18th
of December last.
ta}:e morg active interest in'th/e Movement.

He 'exhorted the Headmasters to

A

Ramarkrishna Troon, Wandiwash had an erjoyable '

camp on the 13th Decemnber foér two days.
. MY . :

Madura.—The James troop, Melir, is doing very -

useful work. The Collector-of Madura, Mr. R. M. Ellis,
recently ‘visited:the Troopand was pleased with the
work:done by the'bays. v :

johamed Troop of Scouts
b AfMababalipuram during
o~y

Rcouts practised 2nd
ing. The extensive
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grounds fultof cover, afforded opportunities for plaving
games such as despatch raiding, torn manuscript,
Treasure Flunt etc. Mr. A, G, G, Parclay, Executive
Engineer, 1. W, D, who happened to be at Mahabali-
puram at the time, kindlv allowed the use of a boat
to the Rovers. Two other Troops-the irst Vepery

THE CAMP FEELING.

i

Troop, and Model Play Ground Troop were on Camp

at the same place then and they took part in the Camp

Fires every evening. On the 26th Dr. T, G. Balakrishna

Pillai, one of the parents, visited the camp with some

ladies. On the 29th the two other Troops were
invited to Tea.

The Troop owes its successful Camping to the* kind
help rendered by Messrs. A, G. G. Barclay, K. R.
Krishnaswami Aiver, K. R. Ganapathy Aiyer, P. W. D.
Ramakrishna Mudaliar, Aunger, Overseer at Maha-
balipuram, Bhuvarahamurthi Rao. and Dr. Balakrishna

-

Pillai. :

—

will give my strong right hand io him
who knows not the clasp of friendship.

—

will sing my sweetest songs to him
who has heard naught but discord.

=1

will give my fairest roses to him in
whose life the lowers have never bloomed.

—

will give to the heart-hungry my life’s best love.

Correspondence Column,

All Ietters should be bricf and to the paint.

No personal refercnces should be made. :

All letters should be signed by the writers aid no
anonyuions contribytions will be accepted.

The Managing Editor and the Editorial Hountf will
not hold thewscelvees  responsible for the opinjons
cxpressed by the correspondents.

The Editor reserves the right to refect conmusticat-
fons without assigning veasons for dofng so.

Dear Iditor,

l1am not able to give adequate expression to my
feelings of yreatfulness to Tall Pine for his clear and
helpful letters. A half a dozen of us had recentlv
occasion to meet and talk about their usefulness and
also about things in general about the state of Cubbing
out here in the mofussil. 'We all agreed upon one idea
and thought it worth while to place it before our Akéla
Leader for his criticism.

The Tragedy of Cubbing, here,:in South Indiais that,
while it requires a man of better parts and culture than
even Scouting, it is usaally taken up by Llementary
Schoolmasters.” These men have taken up teaching
more, (the truth must be said) as a blind alley job than
as a calling. If something better offered itself they
would be ready,to embrace it. Boys between 7 and 11
generally abound only in Ely. Schools. In point of fact,
the status attached to,such men is poor, too. Un-
fortunately they are painfully of aware it, also. The low
remuneration which teaching of this Cadre usually
carries with it, is perhaps respousible for all this. But
all the same, these are facts.

The problem is how far these people can inspire.

To be able to inspirg, one must look upon work with
boys a pleasure, and a scul-lifting job. Will Cubbing
be looked upon by Ely. Schoolmasters in that light?
or will they honestly look upon it as a thankless job,

Most of us weré of one opihion—that the latter was
the probability, .

The only solution we could arrive at after mwch
deliberation was that if Cubbing were offered as a
Recreation to a club of Ely. School-Teachers it might
fare better. The evenings might be shared amonga
few, and the whole Club mav be committed to the task
of looking alter a Single Pack. If each school formed
a Cubbers’ Club, studied Cubbing as a body and ran
one pack, the quality of work might be better, the
strain of it less on single individuals and the boys wil}
have a'good time. Until men of greater leisure ‘and
affluence voluntarily took up Cubbing in charge, this
arrangement might work better than individuals of the

lower order of Teaching taking it up on their shoulders
individually. '

Of course the scope for Hero worship of children

and the impress of a single personality upon them is
poor.

We are eager to know Tall Pine's views on this -

solution,

Lo'yally yours,
AN 'AKELA,
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS NOTICES.

No. 46
Diated Delhi, the 3rd December 7920,

No. 172, It is notified for general information that
the Chhatarpur State Boy Scouts Association and the
Travancore State Boy Scouts Association Jave been
attiliated to the All-India Boy Scouts Association.

No. 173, His Excellency the Chief Scout for India
and Burma has been pleased to appoint His Highness
the Maharaja fahadur of Chhatarpur State and His
Highness the Maharaja of Travancore State as Chief
Scouts of their respective States.

No. 174, 1t is notified for information and guidance
of the Provincial and State Scout Associations that in
future all communications intended for the General
Secretary, All-India Kov Scouts Assaciation, should be
addressed as follows 1 —

;. Cungingham, Esy., o5 8., General Secretary.
Al India Bov Scouts Association,
Viceregal Lodge,
Delhi (from November to March).
Simla (rom April to October).

No. 175. Provinaal and State Scout Associations
are requested to send to the undersigned without delay
the names of the Provincial and State Scont Commis-
sioners and Assistant Provincial and Assistant State
Scout Commissioners as soon as they are elected to
their new offices to enable General Headquarters to
issue Warrants to them, ’

No. 176.  The 1920 Census is now avatlable {or dis-
tribution. Provincial and State Scout Associations
have already been supplied with one complimentary

copy ree of charge, and if further copies are required,
will they please intimate to the undersigned their re-
quirements?  Price Rs. 1-8-0.

No. 177. Copies of the Scont Ruoles for 1920 are
still available and can be supplied on demand at eight
4nnas per copy

No. 178, His Excellency the Chiefl Scout for India

and Burma has been pleased to make the following
awards :—

Gilt Cross for Galluntry.

Patrol leader Humavun Khan of the Ist Danuau
{(Pennell) Troop, who, at great personal risk, saved the
life of a girl from burning to death.

Medal of Merit.

Mr. C. H. C. Sharp, late Provincial Commissioner,
Boy Scouts Association, Delhi, for his valnable work
on behalf of the Provincial Association, Dethi.

Miss M. S. Stuart Wortlev, lale Assistant District
Commissioner (Cubs), for her hard and enthusiastic
work for the Scout movement in India.

Revd. Canon Tibbs late Scoutmaster and I.ocal
Association Secretary, P’oona and Kirkee, for, his devot-
1on to Scout duties.

Certificate of Merit.

Mr. M. }. Mukerjea, Assistant District Commnissioner,
Agra, for his zeal and good work in connection with the
Scout movement in the Agra District.

G. CUNNINGHAM,
General Secretary,
All.India Boy Scouts Associution.
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PROVINCIAL HEADQUARTERS NOTICES.

(Numbers will be notified later on.)
Troops Registered :
2nd Koilpatti, Board High School, Koilpatti. Tinne-
velly Dt.

+th Tuticorin, Ornella School, Tuticorin, Tinne\'ell_v
Dt.
5th Tuticorin, tShivaji) Tuaticorin, Tinnevelly Dt

6th Tuticorin, (Harischandra) S.V. School, Tuticorin,
Tinnevelly Dt.

1st Nanda Troop. Aziznagar Settlement. Vridhacha-
lam. Arcot, South.

Barath Matha Troop, Mangalampet, Vridachalam.
Arcot South.

1st Markapur. Bd. High School, Kurnool Dt.
Ist Namakkal, Bd. High School, Salem Dt.
Asoka Troop, Vembakam, North Arcot Dt.

V. R. College Troop, Nellore.

1st Lalgudi, Board High School, Trichinopoly. -

Shivaji Rovers, T. A, High Scho;)], Thiruvadamaru-
dur, Tanjore.

Packs Registered :
}st Namakkal Pack, Board High School, Salem Dt.

7th Tuticorin Pack, Nadar Vidyasalai, Karapetiai,
Tuticorin, Tinnevelly Dt.

1st Tuticorin P'ack, St. Francis Xavier High School,
Tuticorin.

3rd Palmcottah Pack, C. M., S. Training School
Tinnevelly Dt,

Sri Krishna Pack, Trichinopoly.

2nd Palamcottah Pack, C. M. S. Mary Arden School
Palamcottah.

Rathna Bharathi cub pack, Andipati, Madura Dt.
Warrants :

A full list of warrants issued and concelled will he
issued in a subsquent issue of the S. 1. B. §.

Names of Campers who attended the
Recent Training Camps
{Conducted by Mr. P. §. Narayanswams. )

1 Vizaga patam Training Cam p.
Bimli patam 17th to 29th October 1926,

}. A. Charles C. B. M. High School, Vizag.
B. Narasingarao do
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A. C. Venkatachari® Allipore Waltair R. S.
Margana Apparao Student M. H. S. Bimlipatam.

V. Sathvanaravana b. a. L. T.. Maharaja's High
School. Bobbili.

A. C. Benjamin, C. 1. M.-High School, Vizag.

M. Sathyvanaravanamurthy, Asst. B. H. S. Parvathi-
pur.

K. Prakasarao, Clerk, C. B. M. beh School, Vizag.

(. Venkatramana B. A., Asst. M. H. 5. Bimlipatam.

M. Viswanatham Asst. Mabarajah’s College Viziva-
nagaram.

5. Appalnarasayya, Asst. Munl. H. §. Anakapalle.

K. Kondalrao, Asst. 3. H. S. Palakonda.

A. L. Narayanarao s.a. L.T., Ag. H. M. B.H.S.
Yellamanchili.

G. Sathyanaravana, Teacher, Bd. Middle School
Razam. ,

K. A. Narasimham 5.A. L.7., Asst. Maharaja’s College,
Vizianagaram.

G. Narasingarao, Teacher, Munl. H. S. Anakapalle

A. E. Michael Cownml. Instructor, C. B. M. High
Sciwol, Vizag.

', Anautharao Asst. M. H. School, Bimlipatam.

Troop Leader:
M. K. R. Dikshitulu g. A, L. 1.,
*(Called to Higher Service in December 1926. )

Godavery and Krishna Scouters’ Training
Camp, Rajahmundry.
19-11-"26 to 29-71-'26.

K. Kameswararao 8. A., Training Student Rd]'ll‘r
mundry.

B. Sathyanarayana Secondary grade Teacher, Kutu-
kuluru. i

p. Sathvanarayana Secondary grade I‘rammg Section
student Kajahmundry.

K.V. Bhairavamurthy B.a. Dist. Court Vakil,Bezwada.

M. Viraswami, Palacol.

M. Kutumbarao, Physical Training Instructor
Nuzvid,

N. ). joseph K.a., Training Student Rajahmundry.

G. H. Moses B.A., do . do

V. V. S. Prakasarao, B.A., do do

K. Sathyanarayana (Secondary Grade) M. H. S. .

Palacol.

B. Chellapathy Rau, Tadanky.

Y. Srinivasulu, Phys. Trg, Instr. H. H. S, Bezwada

V. Suryanarayanamurthy ®.a., Training student
Rajahmundry. :

Y. Narayana (Secondary Grade) Asst. High School,
Peruru.

S. Rahmathulla Asst. M. H. 8. Ellore.

P. . Vimbbadrarao {Secondary Grade} Training
Section Rajahmundry.

K. Venkataramaniah English Teacher, Munl. Ely.
Schools, Rajahmundry.

A. Phamndrudu B.A,, Training Student Ra)ahmundry

G. Venkataramiah, Games Suptd. Pithapur Rajah’s
College, Cocanada.

M. Venkatasubbiah n.aA., Training Section, Rajah-
mundry.

P. Sathyanandam B.A., Mangalavarpet, Rajahmundry.

S. Ramiah, Phy. Trg. Instr. J. K. M. School, Penu-

gonda.

J. Sambasivarao, Comml, Instr, Viresalingam H. &
Rajah mundry.

N. Chidambareswaran B.A. L.T., Asst.. Govt. Model
School Rajahmundry. .

S. N. Shamarao B.a., Training Section, Rajahmundry.

K. Ch, Subbarao B.a., do

G. Narayanareddy B.A., do

G. Caleb B.a, do

M. Abraham (Secondary Grade) do

P. G. Prakasain Luck do do

T.B. Venkatarao, B.A.L.T., $.V.G. H. School Maruter.
V. Varahul Ptys. Trg. Instr. do do

3. Subbarao B. Sc., Training Section, Kajahmundry.

Troop Leader: Bh. Krishnarao, 1: 4., T. H. S. Narasa-
pur. Quarter Master A. L. Narayaparao, B. 4. L. T,
Yellamanchili. )

Asst. Quarter Master: N. Jonadab .4., Conanada.

In charge of all artangments: T. S, Subramaunia lyer,
M. A, L. T., (Dist. Scout Commr,)

Kuttalam (Tanjore) Cubbers’
) Training Camp.
26/12[1926 to 29/12/1926.
T. N. Ramamurthy B.a.L.T., B. H. S. Kuttalam.

R. Ra]agopalacharqu L.T., B. H. S. Ayvampet.

K. Vaxdyanathan (Secondary Grade) Double Mall
Street. Trichinopoly. -

S, Srinivasa Iyer B.A., L.T., Asst. B. H. 5. Kuttalam.

R. Venkatramani ®.A., Vakil Sakhaji Naik Street,
Kumbakonam.

S. Srinivasa Iyengar (Inter) H. M. Board Schoql,
Timvelangadu.

K. Sambasiva Iyer (Inter) B, H S. Tiruvalur.

N. K. Subrahmanya Iyer (Secondary Grade) B. H. S.
Kuttalam.

N. R. Subrahmanya lIyer B.A.L.T., H. M. B. H. S,
Kuttalam. ] ‘

Dévarajapilldi, Board School, Tiruvelangadu.

C. S. Rajagopala Iyer, Teacher, Komal,

Pandiam Pillai, Drill Master, Kuttalam.

K. Mahalingam Pillai, B.A., L.T., B. H. S. Kuttalam.

A. Pichaikuppa Iyer (Sec Grade) Double Street,
Tiruvalangadu.

G. Subrahmania Iyer (do) Asst, B. H. S. Kuttalam.

R.. Ramaswami Iyengar 54, West: “2nd Strgef‘
‘\/Ia.nnargud) .

S. Ramiah B.A.L.T., Asst. B, H. S. Kuttahm

K. Ramaachandran {Inter) do

A, C.-Ms: J. 1. Muthia (Mannargudy) . and K. R
Ramabhadran (Papaiasam.)
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Kuttalam Scouters’ Training Camp.

Scouters’ Course 29/12]°26 to 5]1]°27.

S. K. Parthasarathy B.AB.L., (District Munsitt)

Valangiman.
S. Natesa Aiver, Mirasidar. Kuttalam.
R. Darasami Pillaj, Kuttalam.
Mahalingam Pillai, 1. 4. L. 7., Kuttalam.
. Srinivasa Iyengar, Inter, Kodavasal.
Sundaresa Sastry, B.A.L.T., Trichinopoly.

. Subrahmanya Iyer, Matriculate, Mayavaram.
N. Ramamurthy Iyer B.A.L.T., Kuttalam.

. M. Venkatramaniah B8.A.1.7,, Mayavaram,

- B. Rathnachalam B.a.1..T,, Mannargudy.

. Subramania Iyer s.s.1.c., Kuttalam.

. Raghava Iyengar R.a.L.T., Kumbakonam.
Krishnamurthi s.s.1..

s I R

Z & o

Kornad.
S. R. Venkataramier n.a.L.T., Kumbakonam.
T. K. Venkatram s.s.L.c., Papanasam.

RaghavaIyengarm.a.L.1., Headmaster, Mayavaram

V. Ramakrishna Sastry B.A.L.T., Kumbakonam.
N. Rangaswami Iyer 8.a.L.71., Porayar.

M. K. Srinivasacharya, Drawing and Drill, Nega-

patam,

M. 8. Krishnamacharya, Inter, Commercial Inst,

Kurabakonam.

K. S. Krishnamurthy B.A,L.t., Kumbakonam.
G. S. Srinivasa Iyer B.A.L.T., Kuttalam.

Prov. Scout Hd. Qurs.,

. Chokkalingam,B.a. Student, Rover, Kumbakonam

€., Manwpal Trg, Inst.

K. Ramachandra Iver, Kutialam.

N. R. Subrahmanya Iyer B.a.L.T., Headmaster,
Kuttalam.

D. Xavier s.s.L.c., Mirasidar, Mayavaram.

T. S. Arunachalam, Inter, Ayyampet.

R. Rajagopalan B.A.L.T., Ayyampet.

K. S. Sambasivan, Inter, Tiruvalur.

S. Janakiram. Inter, Kodavasal. :

N. R. Subrahmanva Iver, s.5.1..c., Kuttalam.
Santhanakrishnan 8.a.1.71., Tanjore.

- Vaidyanatha Iyer s.a/1.1.., Vakil, Mayavaram.
Rajagopala Iyer M.A.1..1., Mannargudy. °
Kasturirangan, Inter, Tirnkkattupalli,
Rajagopalachari B.A.1..7., Kornad.

Raju lyer B.a:L.7., Papanasam.

Padmanabharao s.s.1..c., -Commercial JInst.
Kumbakonam.

<zRs<u

N. Ramachandran B.a.L.1.,, Tiruvadamarudur.
Ramiah B.A.L,T., Kuttalam.

V. Ramakrishna Iyer M.a.L.T., Nannilam.

- Ramalingam, Inter, Mirasidar, Mayavaram. .
R. Raghavachary, s.s.1..¢., Swamimalai.

S. Rajamani lyer s.s.L.c., Komal.

S. Seshagiri B.A.L.T., Mayavaram.

A. R. Sitharamachettiar (Drill) Porayar,

A. Krishnamurthy s,s.L.c., Rajamadam.

T. Ramdas s.5.1..c., Scout worker, Vridachalam.

Camp Officers :
Q. Ms: T. N. Swaminatha Iyer. Rajagopalacharya.

A.S. Ms: ] L Muthiah, K. R. Ramabadran &
Bh. Krishnarao (in charge of S. T. A.)

Z
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THE BOYS SECTION.
QUESTlON BOX.

We have a fairly clever person at subsequent issue of the magazine. ‘e
\ Headquarters who. will be very glad to shall be delighted to get questions which
receive questions:and. to, answer them 1! All would baffle the person who has undertaken

kinds of questions are/invited and’ every to apswer them.

efort willl.be made to answer them in.a : Lditor.

" SHADOWGRAPH.

(In the lines which follow, T am only attempt- the boy in Fig. 1. Note how he keeps his hands.
ing to give the reader a few notes on how to throw You haveto do a lot of practice that way.
ictures o walls by means of your hands and a  First of all you will see that the pictures are’
l_mlzt m‘zd not trying to 1{!7#:’ an article on this mest not at all clear. This should not discourage
intevesting art,) you. Go on trying and then you will succeed

TOUNGE

and you will find, to your great
joy, that you get very clear pic-
tures. Learn to move your hands
and also your fingers, both to the
right and to the left and also side-
ways. The important poiht to
remember is to keep your fingers
in the right position. "« Practice
makes perfect . Just imagine be-
ing.in a position to show your
younger brothers, and *sisters and
_yout parents,. pictures of horses,
dogs, rabbits ‘etc,, on the wall of
your ;room .without any costly
apparat}iﬁ' whatever !

All that yousieed for #Shadow-
graph” are 4 darkroom and a
Jamp. 1 take it that you have
your hands ready for use! Geta
good lamp. A candle is not much
good, buta bicycle lamp will be
quite sufficient. If you have elec-
tric light in your house,” you are
very fortunate. What you want
L : ) is a fairly powerful light. If

sk ' T 'you are using a bicycle light or

Cot R S ; % torch light, remove the glass

There are three fboints which §'\oq would do in front and cut outa card board exactly of the
well to reinember:—Shadowgraph is very simplé same size and shape and make a small hole in
and easy; you do not' want any apparatusand it the centre through which the light will go

. is-most enfq!:ta\lmyg. especially ona wet.epeninig.: straight to the wall or screens Place the card
.~ Any-one who has' two ‘hands -is: capable of carefully in place of the glass you have taken
throwing pictures of, animals ;and . birds .op 3 out and then the light is ready for use. All

_Wan, or a).)w}ute scregn. Loqk at \t}hg{ picture of that you now want is the screen or wall. A

4
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white wall is quite enough, but if you can
manage a white screen so much the better, but
let it be quite flat and not have rinkles which
will spoil the effect of the pictures, When

you have finished making all the pictures in’
which only your hands come in, it is time that

you cut out cards in the shape of a cap or hat -
or fan or pipe. You will get an idea as to how ,

to do this if you look at figures printed else-
where. You will, after some practige, get those
pictures perfectly and you will learn how easy
it is to do it all,

In closing, I shall. only sayg word és‘to‘how
. interesting this art is, Rlch.:boys can go'to the
‘einema palaces, but the poor boy cannet. - But

_he ’peed not despair, Here is the cinem

f”.',
s.“‘l'i"

’
'
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which he can- operate by himself and without see the inside of a cinema palace and then
any cost and yet have quite a lot of enjoyment remember how much enjoyment you can give
out of. You will be able to entertain any them. Try and practise thisas soon as the

mg.gézme tomes mto yOur hands and when the :
L ' ngxt issueis ppt, you will get .some-thing more'i,
il entertaining: G. T. J THADDA.EUS: ’
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'SHORT STORY.

“NOW FOR YOUR TURBANS!"

By T. V. N1L.AKaANTAM,

' The Antelopes of the—Tinnevelly Troop

were in council. «“Old chaps,” said Srinivasan
their leader, “ what about our week-end camp ?
There is hardly any place in the neighbourhood '
we have not been to-already, and 1eékon none
of you are keen on doing the round orice again.
I consulted the Scoutmaster. = He'suggests we
might look wider out.” R

« Look wider out ?" said Rengan. - That ss.
splendid | There is nothing I would like better
than a long railway run aud a rattling camp at
thetop of it. . Suppose we go to Kodaikanal ?” .

« You are still a tenderfoot in some mattess, -

Rengan. Kodaikanal! You can’t manage that
trip if you had a week's time instead of a
week-end.” I

~ «Sorry, I never reckoned the-time,”  said
Rengan apologetically.

' Ramiali was the next to speak. “Now that .

it is August, suppose we try Courtallam ?”
“Well, that is what I think too,” put in

Kandaswami. ~« It will be lovely weather now,

and what opportunity for stalbing 1" A
« Exactly so,” said Srinivasan,” “Shall we
decide in favour of Caurtallam ' ' ' -
« Yes,” responded all ;\v,itli-'one\v’oi&_:.-;‘ ,
And so that Friday night at the  appointed

‘ ‘hou'r', the Antelopes met . at their corner. . ‘The

kit was examined, the luggage made up,and’
the journey :began. - Early: next morning the

.. little ;?‘tarty reached Courfallamh,, chose a good
" gite, pi

itched their tent, lunched, left one scout
in charge of caoking: and went out for astroll.

8 “ What lovely sight{ "-said‘R,engan, . I don’t

think Kodai would beany, bqt_tpr.'f S

'« How heavenly 1” said Gopal. [ L
“And forgetting themselvés ' gntirely : they
begalt to.dance, . o e

“« Soouts a—levt. Fall;-»i'n! n went".‘f;._ thé};

%

command, and all bbeyed at once.” * Naw boys, -
it is a rare ‘opportunity, o‘.lﬁﬁ-nbei.nugn in a’ real
- . jungle. “What do you say\top. stalki
+ T can see’ Kandaswvami'is

o

AT
o % Quite so,” ‘confessed’ Kan

5o ;", /

" At this point a party of people m:!ﬁa I

was. Mr. Ramparaie: D35, 3.-rielt sigasas. of

“g game?” all p,fv’fs; ’sgd enthe signaller threw down the

et toue s fag

Madura, his wife, children and attendants.
They were going to Shenbagadevi- One of
the children started a wail, which the father
could not stand. His wife nagged him. After
the trytng uphill ¢climb, and the serious distur-
bance in his demestic peace, the phlegmatic
‘Mr. Ramnarain at the best'of times ill-tempered,
was in no’ pleasant or jovial mood.  He was
overflowing with wrath. The group of kbaki-
clad lads met his gaze, and he flew into a rage.

“Look here, you idle fellows,” he said
«What is all this tmock-soldierly apparel about?

" You scoundrels, have you nothing better to do
. than strut about wasting your time and your

parents’ hard earned money ! Scouting! Poéh,

“man never invented a ‘wotse evil. ' Get out of

my way, you rogues,” he thundered. .
“Very sorry, sir, that you should be
displeased,” said Srinivasan, coming forward.
“But we have done nothing to merit your-
anger. You see, we are standing quite close to
the édge of the path, All theé same since you
wish it, we will step out'into the jungle to make

things more agreeable to.you,”.

The mirasidar proferred no reply. He passed
on with a sneer.in his face, and a threatening
‘look which meant to convey. the idea that he

“had a great mind to eat them up, khaki and all.

"% Never niind it,” said Sripivasan ‘to his

© comrades, as Mr.. Ramnardin: moved away.

“ A scout smilés and whistles, doesn't he'? Now
for the game, - We- diVide  duiselves into two

. parties, .the attackers and the:defenders, Well,

you'Kardaswami Jead theattack, ¥shall be with
the defenders. , You-may put one of ‘your party
on a tree top to dignal to you:'our.movements. .
Give us fifteen minutes to hide, 'and. then you .
nooe of you 'should ‘go weat ghat precipice
yorider. Don’t get-over excited and drop over, . .
‘unless you‘are kéen on baying 4 phinge bath in"

that silyefy pool below ™7, 40
"/ The game - begain: - It: proved  unexpectedly

interesting. ‘The, signallér; pegged away at “top

.may take. fifty to discover ds. ~But mind you, -

speed.” Kahdaswami and his pals were making

head way ; in a gunute or two they would have
won. With thiee minutés to_theit : credit, when'

LR -.dﬂt,-_-

!&:{

whisfle-in mouth blew _the triple
\dica lngfﬂapger.[; SRR
a'the. ind the “Antelggies. gathered

P

,tegpthat;ndled by the signaller;all eyes turned -
towards the pohd at the batfom of the precipice
just in time to notice a Jittle pair of hands and ",

S
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waves of black curly hair as they were being
drawn in under the foaming eddies. A\ llttle
child was being drowned!

The patrol sped across, over bush and
bramble as if they were nothing, and in less
time than it takes to narrate they were all at the
brink of the precipice. «Forty feet to climb
down, " said Srinivasan judging the height
« Now for your turbans ! Seven of these were
available ; and they were tied together into a
rope.  With its aid three of the strongest boys.
Sengan, Kandasami and Srinivas glided down
like lightning. The first to  land, Rengan
jumped into the pond causing a huge splash,
which temporarily rendered everything invisible,
but the next moment he was seen swimming
shorewards dragging the child after him.
Srinivas lifted hér out when she was within
reach and himself and Kandaswami attempted
artificial respiration as the child was to all
appearance nothing but a corpse.

The spectators who were all the time running
about helplessly now drew near. The parents
of the uafortanate child wailed aloud, while
the childern cried heartbrokenly.

To Srinivasan and the other Antelopes it was
a monient of supreme suspense and anxiety—for
this was the first time they were up against real
life-saving.  DBut they had abundant faith in
their methods ; and working perseveringly for a
half-hour they observed signs of improvement.
A slow breathing movement in the child
gradually becoming steady tempted a « ’l:h;mk
God, ™ from the lips of Rengan, and «Thank
God, " echoed every one.

Then and not till then did. Mr. Ramnarain
speak. For his was the child that had Dbeen
threatened with a watery grave. All the while
he was in a nightmare of fears and anxiety, too

hideous to make him realise all that his eyes

were able to see.. But with the return of
signs of life in the child, returned also his
undestanding. - :

« 0! Is it you 2”, he shouted joyfully. «Isit
you Scouts, whom but a moment ago I despised
and ill-treated ?- Is it even you who have proved
my benefactors? God bless you. Forgive
me, heaven, -for my rudeness, for my cruel

words. I never knew what Scouts soere, My
God, what would have been the fate of my
Kamala but for these young friends. May |
thank you for what you have done ?” and taking
out Kamala’s gold necklace and offering it to
Srinivas said, “ will youasa token of my humble
appreciation—unworthy as I am —will you
accept this small gift for your valuable service?”

“We thank you, Sir” said Srinivas, «We
thank you from the bottom of our hearts, Dut
Scouts don't accept any gifts. We have simply
done our duty.”  Mr. Ramnarain pressed agnin
and again,  *Pardon us, Sir”, said Srinivas,
“\We are out to help others: and we are happy
when we are able to be of service. \We never
look for any reward.  Thai will be against the
spirit of the Movement. Do not therefore
worry yourself about us.  Thank you for your
kindness. Good morning, Sir!” "And then to
his comnrades, * Pafrol Ad-—leit, Fall—in, Folloxs
vour leader, Double---March!" he gave the
command. The lads in Khaki were soon out
of sight. ;

At camp-fire that night the Antelopes had
an unexpected but welcome visitor, [t was
Mr. Ramnarain himself, come {0 see more of
the boys, and learn what scouting meant, And
when he left’ them an hour later there never
was a stauncher supporter of the ‘Movement,

Nor was it alll.  When Patrol Leader
Srinivasan visited the Troop Head Quarters on
Monday to report arrival from camp, he nqticed
there was some unusual excitement there. e
cause he could not in the least guess, till the
Scout Master put into his hands an envelope
received that-morning.  Opening it he found a
cheque for Rs. 500/-, “to be spent in aid of the
Troop to which Srintvasan and his Antelopes

belong.” )

“ Perhaps you know who itis from? We
have been worrying over it to no purpose.”

“ Well-—1—yes—I guess it is from Mr. Ram.
narain.” And he told his story, :

When he finished, with " one voice they
shouted, * Antelopes for ever I”

An Alphabet of South Indian Fishes.

(ByS. T.Moscs. M.A.F.Z. S..F. R. A1) the term usually' serves gq an omnibus

A defimition of fish is perhaps necessary,
not that our readers are vnfamiliar with the
animal known by that name but because

-«

t designation for all and sundry aquatic creg-

tures like jellfish, starfish shellfish, cuttle-

fish, etc. . Fishes are * Cold-blooded, -
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generally scaly, aquatic vertebrates swimm-
ing about with the aid of finsand breathing
by means of @ls™. A few of the finny
friends forming the alphabet may not agree
in all entirety with the definition but it is in
the exceptional features their interest lies.

A is for Anchovy which small as it is—
being usuvally under 6 inches in length,—
delights the hearts of epicures all the world
over by its famous ‘anchovy sauce’. In Mala-
bar the paradise for fishes, particularly the
shoaling ones, it is important not merely
because of its-choice nutritive qualities—it
is however full of bones—but also, perhaps
more, because of the enormous quantities
obtained. These fish form exclusive shoals—
“ keep caste U'—as our tisherman are well
aware when they say “ Mananginnu inan-
gilla !

B is for Bummelo, a shoaling fish which
increases in numbers as it occurs higher and
higher along the Malabar coast. The fish
15 s0 copiously coated with mucus that once
you essay to capture it with your hands, you
will admit it is more slippery than the pro-
verbial cel.  Salted, but, more often, merely

sundried ‘“ Bummali '’ commands a ready .

sale under the trade name *‘ Bdmbav Duck'".

C is for a comical fish with a broad face

and bristly whiskers giving ‘it an absurd

resemblance to a eat. - The catfish is devoid

of scales which fact has' rendered: it taboo

to the Jews and the Mohaniedans who follow

rigidly the Laws of Moses. - It is & common
sight, whether in the market or on the beach,

for eggs, like goose-berries, to drop down-

from - the mouths. of large ‘' Etta”
held head downwards by the . fishermen.

These are the unfortunate males destined -

by nature to store the eggs laid by the fem-
ale,  in the mouths for a fortnight till they
are hatched. The males starve till their
special duty is over, while the free female
is perhaps busy with elections and the like!

. One kind of “ Etta’ buzzes like a bee,
when caught; a friend, however, assures
me it spouts ‘ Konkani’ repeating ** Kon-,

konessa Konessa, Enne Vidu Konessa'™.
D is for the dogfish the pigmy relative of

the marine monster the shark. ' Pigmy or

giant it is a.““Sravu”’ hese. Though man-

eaters—untoward accidents may be avoided
by bathers if timely warnings, s the one
given recently by a Madras Daily, are
flashed—these are industrially  very import-
ant. Salted or fresh, the *‘sravu’ forms
the poor man’s food. The liver yicelds an
useful oil and the dried fins are articles of
lucrative export. The skin because of its
rough exteripr is an excellent substitute for
sand-paper.

E is for a live battery which when han-
dled thrills one with pleasurably mild shocks.
The clectric Rayv is a kind of * Therandi
but with its skin spineless and soft like
wetted wash leather.  The electri¢ organs,
a pair, are located onc on each side of the
head, and to feel the shock one has to touch
both the top and bottom sides of the depres-
sed body.  The fish is rejected as food ; its
name * Kaitherippaan ™ shows our fishermen
to he acquainted with its electric powers.

F is for Flattish the body of which is
compressed (1. e. from side to side) and not
depressed (from above downwards) as in the
ray. The * Maanthal " which sands in the
sea bottom, exhibits some special adapta-
tions to this novel mode of life. The fish

though normal during the early stages of its'
existence, adopts after a while the fashion of

lying buried in the sand and hence gets both

the eyes on 'the topside, which assumes a
sandy brown colour entirely different from
the white " underside. The first change is
explained by . a legend as the result of a
furious kick ‘administered by 'a goddess
whom the poor ‘Nangu’ failed to carry
across a troublous sea. For the. second
change Mases is said to be responsible. Once
while frying this fish, after doing one side
pretty brown, he found there was no oil
either in the pan or in stock and so in disgust
put it back into the sea. »

G is for Grunter whose grunt is ‘well
syllabified in the name ‘ Korukoruppan .
Whether face is the index of the mind in
fishes I know not; but.in this case it is the
arrangement of the spines on’' the back

_ which is an easily read index. . Excitement

or anger crects the spines as if in obedience

to the command " “carry swords’’; only

when the fish resumes quiet, does it “ slope
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swords 7. All fishes carry *carstones’ in prolonged, hence the nick name All th
H . s ¢

their heads—-these stones by the markings,
hke the rings on a tree bark, help to
determine the owner's age—but those of the
grunter are in special  demand  among
swadeshi physicians.

H is for Haminerhead, a shark, said to
be the most deformed of marine animals.
The head is shaped like a blacksmith’s
large hammer with the eyes at each
extremity—hence the name “Kaunnankodi™—
of the horizontal prolongations. Large
ones-—they attain several feet in length—-are
dangerous man-caters.

I is for Indian Salmon which, fresh or
salted, 15 easily among the best flavoured
fish for the table. The * Baameen ™, though
@ sea-fish, is tolerant toward changes in the
salinity of the water it lives in. Its frequent
excursions up the Ganges to Benares have
carned for it in North India the appropriate
name of Pilgrim-fish. Here it not only
aifords excellent eating but also yields an
important article of commerce. Its air
bladders are dried aad exported for con-
version into isinglass largely requisitioned
in breweries for refining purposes.

J s for jewfish the ““ kora’ of Malabar
which is esteemed both for curing and for
the air bladder. It usually occurs in large
shoals on our coast. For edible purposes
the large ones are reckoned good while the
smaller are soft fleshed and insipid. These
fish are said to produce musical sounds under
water which are not unlike the twangs on
the Jew’s harp, hence pethaps the popular
name. -

K is for kingfish decidely the finest fish in
South India for culinar: purposes. Large
examples are known in Malabar as
*“ayakora "and smallone as ‘' varian’.
Unlike in the jewfish, it is the large one
which lowers the reputation of its tribe, as
its flesh tends towards coarseness. A well
known Malabar dclicacy the tamarind fish
is made by steeping slices of kingfish in a
paste of various condiments and tamarind
and preserving them in a jar of vinegar.

L is for LongTom a restless wandering
species. In very young examples the mouth
is normal but as age advances the .spout is

L

bones of the * Kovala® are vreon in o :
Through indifferent :s folg((l hrt(l‘;{1 " L"-)!“m.
, arrival of
sho.ulﬁ gladden the hearts of our tishermen
as it is believed to be the forerunner an '|‘n
important fish the mackerel, .

M is for Mackerel, anothe r cver
wandering species, occuring when they do
in shoals of incredible numbers, Fresh 01"
cured, it is the poor man-"s deljcacy. The
fact that cven its head is very tasty s
nicely expressed in a local sayvine o ‘\\lz;
thala alivannum kodukarilly .- Ithi.\" ()1‘|<: of
the mainstays of our canning industry
The mackerel with its back tinted l)].ui;};
and its sides and bottom silvery, (1(-('«1'\'»0\-
its enemies both above nd bl <; \\'“
Sea-birds from above cannot casily see th:
“avla " as the colour harmonises .\\'iih 'th'l(l
of the sca water. Nor  could other ﬁ;h
looking at the “avla " from the dopths m'l‘k‘
out the presence of the mackerc] rond,. (

e pros ' rendered
almost invisible against the sky

N is for Nairfish, which has nothing tc
do—ethnologically and not gastmnomic:]l )
—with our Nair frieuds. The PO[‘tll"l;(:‘i‘
are S:llid to be responsible  for con\':rti,;;
“Nart” ointo “Nair”. It js g hi«,h]t
valued fish occurring mostly in lm(:k\y;i\mr'g
and tidal rivers. It runs up to 5 fw-t~
When it dies, the mouth. gapes frin‘htfﬁ]l\:
and so the Tamilian calls it ¢ K()(lllh\'(l:l\‘ v
In Malabar small examples are known ¢ .
“ Kodunthola *. ) d“

O s for oil'sardine which, with another
shoaling fish the mackerel, constityte the
 Kndumban pulaarthi™ of Malabar )ILt
is impossible to estimate too highl . the
importance of this valuable sea-fish w}icth -L
regarded as a supply of food, a source C;
commercial wealth, or as a wonder of nqrt'l“‘
in its astonishing fecundity or its m\'sto(ri .
migrations. The vagaries of jtg .\'}s{fs(’ltlh
our shores have often Jeopardised the ﬁ“.i}- '(l)
and guano industries. Of the pminl?ll
causes of the capricious warderings, su e (.f
ted so far, may be mentioned, the nggcle
introduced clamorous mefhod’s of (ﬁ‘\h}
capture, increased steamer traffic iy
church bells and the ever ’
of the people! Itis h

Athe, ringing of
80wing wickednesg
owever essentially
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question of food supply. Its visits
svnchronise with the time when the inshore
waters teem with microscopic life, the
abundance or paucity of which depends
upon the alluvial washings brought in by the
monsoon ratns, Local men do recognise the
factor of rainfall, excessive or premature,
when theyv say *‘poor crops ashore, big
harvests in the sea " and ‘ rain in the month
of Meenam robs even fish of their food ™.
The fish is pressed and a valuable oil
extracted, the refuse forming an excellent
fertiizer for crops. For canning, the
‘ Nalla mathi ' is easily the best, through if
over 2 years okl—its maximum age limit is
said to bé 3 vears—it it is too bony.

‘P is for Pomfret a primefish often
brought to the European's table. The
‘avoli” which is white, black or grev should
be cooked when quite fresh. A tainted fish
can be easily spotted when on the market
slab, it s dull in the gills or when on the
dinner table, it is weedy in the flesh.

Q is for Queen-ish the ¢ Palamin ™ of
Malabar. -~ Though not a primefish it
renders useful service to dishonest butlers:

"The skin readily peels off and the slices of
- flesh are easily palmed off as those of the
king-fish. It attains a length of over three
 feet. o ‘ '

R is for ‘Ribbon-fish with.a ribbonlike
body ending in a hairtail. . The ‘“Thalayan’

is very voracious and is often not unjustly

accused of canmibalism. It jumps out of
water into boats, -especially if there is a
light to dct as a lure. The fish is much
esteemed locally as it can be dried without
being salted | )

S is for Sword-fish the upper jaw of
which is prolonged to form a sword power-

ful enough to attack other large fishes, -

whales and even ships. It is very rapacious,
playving deadly havoc among the- shoals of
small fishes. Though an agile: swimmer, a
favourite attitude of the ““Ola min’” is to
hoist the large batkfin as 4 main sail and
sail in the manner of a small fishing boat
“The maximum size is a'little over 9 feet..
T- is for the Tunny which is exactly an
ordinary mackerél put under the microscope.
The flesh is cut 4p, boiled and dried or

i
4

smoked and sold as * Maas 7. Another trade
13 : T -
product *“ Min chakarat *" much v demand
in the Straits is made by boiling down scraps
of flesh. Tt is the most active of fishes, its
muscles with their abundant blood supply,
being capable of great exertion. Its body
g I 8 A
shows usually a higher temperature than
the surrounding medium.

U is for the Unicorn-fish so called from
its carrying on the front part of its head a
bony projection a regular carricature of a
nose. It is common near rocks, Laccadives
etc. Before the * CheeyaMeen ' is completely
dead, it is dangerous to handle it as on
each side of its tail it carries two lancet-
like spines which can be erected at will.

V is for Vagabond or the ™ Varna
Painthy ™ found near rocks like Vellayan
Kallu and coral reefs.  Gorgeously coloured,
it with it relations forms the chief attraction
in the Madras Aquarium where they make
many tanks glow like a  jeweller’'s shopr
window.  With their brilliancy of 'colour
and combination of tints, they are excellent
subjects for those who can handle the paint
brush whether in water or oil-colours.
Beauty, however, as with us, is only skin
deep and these lovely coral fishes are cruel
bullies ever disturbing the harmony among
the *“ Happy families’’ in the Aquarium.

W s for the walking fish found in fresh
water vand esteemed good eating. The
proverb of a fish out of water is entirely in-
applicable here, since ‘“Kannan™ is known
to shuffle on' land with the hand-fins, in
companies across fields, leaving dried up
tanks in quest of better filled ones. The
domestic hife of this fish is full of .1nterest.
The father and mother mount guard over
the eggs in a ‘‘nest "’ of weeds and later the
fry. This is only for a time till they grow
large enough to be worth eating, for the
parents whose paternal instinct is totally
eclipsed by a lust for food, make a hearty
meal of such of the young ones as have not
developed sufficient sense to get under cover.

X .is for the X—ray fish, another fresh’

“water fish so called because¢ one can sce
" right through him, vertebrae and all. This

sthall fish ““ Kannaathe 1is also known as
* Nettipottan* because of the presence of a
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spot on the forchead, which it can render
invisible at pleasure.  The hsh which s
uscful i destroving the larvae of mosquitoes,
notorious as the disseminators of malaria,
Higures in the marciage ceremonies of many
castes of Kerala,  In most cases the bride
and  bridegroom  adjourn to w pond  and
catch the fish with a cloth but some
Brahmins substitute vegetables cut into the
shape of a fish.

Y s for the Yelowtail, the " Para ™ of
Malabar which can be casily recognised by
the row of bony projections, onc on cach
side of the tail end of the body.  These sil-
very fishes with vellow fins and tail arc
largely caught on this coast between August
and December and are popular with the
middle classes, being fair cating.  Young

"Para’ have a foster-mother in the jellvtish
(chori) within the umbrella of which they
may be frequently-seen.  Here thev are safe
from their enemies who dare not approach
the Jellyfish knowing by mere reputation or
from  Dbitter  experience,  its  stinging
prochivities.

Z is for the Zebra-shark so called from
its bands which recall those of the Zebra.
It is the ** Vattion Sraavu' of Malabar.
The Tamilian however calls this most
brightly coloured fish the * Monkey shark”
because his eyes see such a resemblance 1
the face. Like its relatives 1t is the
scavenger of our seas, its appetite being not
only insatiable but quite indiscriminate. A
speeimen 20 feet long had the carcas of a
cow in its stomach.

TENT-MAKING.

All good scouts go camping : and, in camp, it
is tnuch more pleasant to be under canvas than
in a house. Without tents it is not easy to get
the right out-of-doors atmosphere, that feeling
of a fugitive home, here today and gone to-
morrow, which is half the fun of camping. A
holse is altogether tog solid and immovable and
comfortable.

Now, tents can be either bofrowed or owned.
Borrowing is never satisfactory, because you
cannot always count on getting them when you
want them or of the type you want. It is much
better to possess your own. If the troop
decides to have its own tents, the next question
is, how many and of what pattern. No general
rules can be laid down, but I should like merely
to pass on to others the results of our own ex-
perience in a Calcuita troop, which has had
more than fifteen camps since it was started.

Each patrol will need a tent to itself. It is
not a good plan to have a single large ‘marquee
for the troop, partly because a large tent is
is very heavy and difficult to transport, but
chiefly because it is not in keeping with the
patrol system. In addition to the patrol tents,
two others will be required in a standing camp,
a tent for the S. M. and another for stores.

These tents can be either made by the troop
itself or bought ready-made. JBought tents are
usually both too expensive and too heavy.
Thus a very nice patrol tent is the Indian Army
7 ft. by 12 ft. tent, which will take eight boys;

but it weighs 30 Ibs, that is almost as much as
a boy, and if it gets wet, it weighs about
twice as much ! Most of the tenis made in this
country are made of three thicknesses of

Sinaterial, which makes them very heavy, and

ofien there is a fly in addition. If troops go
camping in winter---much the best time—and can
find a certain amount of shade, my own expen-
ence is that a fly is quite unnecessary. Many
light English tentsare advertised in scout maga-
zines: but these again seem to me to suffer
usually from two defects,  IFirst, they are often
uneconomical of space, a point 1 shall explain
presently. Secondly, the material is often too
light to keep out effectively either the sun or
the rain in this country.

The conclusion is, that it is best to make our
own tents. This is not only the most scoutlike
thing to do; but we can adjust the size and
weight to our own requirements exactly. A
word about size first. I hold that a tent should
be high enough to stand up in comfortably.
That 15, the heighi at the ridge should be at
least 6 ft. if possible six inches higher. Then,
each boy wants about 6 ft. to lie at length in;
so the breadth should be again 6 ft. or 6 ft. 6 ins.
More than this is wastefu] ; every inch of space
in a tent should be used. The length depends
on the number of boys to be accommodated ;
but six boys will go into ten feet, if there are
six inch or one foot walls, In a small tent, the
walls will not hang straight if they are higher
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tl}an one foot. So then we have have our
dimensions, 10 ft. by 6 ft. by 6} ft. high, with
one foot walls. Both ends should have doors.

About the material, a single thickness of stout
closewoven canvas is enough, Our own tents
are made of Dux canvas, manufactured by
the Elgin Mills, Cawnpore, which is rain
proof, rot proof and white ant proof. It is
more satisfactory to purchase rain proof canvas
than to proof the tent afterwards. Such proof-
ing with solutions is not always adequate, On the
other hand, stuff that is sold as rain proof is
often only shower proof ; and a sample should
be carefully tested before the material is pur-
chased. The Dux canvas only weighs 12 ozs.
a yard: and as about 25 yds. would be needed

»

for a teut of the size suggested, the weight of
the material will be less than 20 lbs. Rain does
not soak it and therefore does not add material-
ly to the weight,

[ suggest that a modél to scale should first be
made of paper or old cloth. Then the material
should be cut up carefully. The actual sewing
can eastly done by the scouts with the advice
of a tailor ; and they can make the holes neces-
sary and splice the ropes. For poles, jointed
bamboo poles are light and strong. A ridge
pole is also desirable, or else the ridge will sag
in the middle,

The total expense of a tent of the kind des-
cribed should not be more than Rs. 100.

K. Z.

The Golden Backed Wood Pecker.

{Brachypternus aurantius.)

What is the first sound that )’(){1 hear in
the morning ? Some, who live in boarding
schools, will at once jump and that a bit
angrily and say that it is the rising bell!
Other boys and scouts will say, * The
crowing of the cock. The caw of the crow,
or the notes of the magpie or some such
bird . Some are awakened by the dog bark-
ing at the milkman coming through the
gate. But have you ever till now heard and
distinguished the call of the wood 'pecker ?
It is a very common sound in the mornings
in all South Indian compounds.

There are quite a lot of wood peckers in
India belonging to many varisfies. Some
wood peckers are found all th@ugh India.
The Red Indians of the United States, even
now use the head. of a wood pecker as a
Talisman. In South India, the golden
Backed wood pecker is valued for its flesh.
This bird is found all over India except
Assam. It is a very interesting worker, a
carpanter carrying his tools wherever he
goes.

The wood pecker cries generally while it

" flies, and it is in the form of two or three

sharp loud screams. It does'nt fly over great
distances at a stretch. Ordinarily it flies
from one tree to another and that in a series
of jerks. The wood pecker alights at the
bottom of a tree and then climbs up, not in
a stright line, but in a spiral manner round

the tree. Every now and then, the bird
pecks at some portion of the bark or some
hole in the tree or he sits in one place and
hanuners away at the trunk with his beak for
a very long time.  These sounds of pecking
at the trees, done very rapidly, are heard even
at the distance of a mile. In return for this
work he gets his living. His food is made
up of all sorts of insects. He likes ants
as boys love sweets. For catching ants he
has a patent method, which he uses very
successfully. Like the Ant-eaters and the
chameleons he has a very very long tongue
which can be protruded or elongated.
Where our friend, the bird, finds a place on
the tree inhabited by ants, he makes a small
opening into the ants’ nest and then sends

out his long tongue into the nest. This

tongue 1s covered with a gum like substance.
All the poor ants are caught upon the
tongue just like flies on a flv paper. The
tongue is then slowly pulled back into the
mouth with the army of wriggling ants on
it and sends the whole army down his
mouth into the stomach. He repeats this
till all the ants are captured. In spite of all
hig qualifications and prepartions for a diet
of ‘ants, he does'nt get ants always to eat.
Only thirty-parts out of a hundred of his
meal are forméd by ants. The rest is made
up of all kind of insects, and their, Larve,
called catterpillers or grubs. These are
formed on bark of trees. Some of these
bore into the barks and do quite a lot of



88 SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT.

harm to the trees.  Mr. Woodpecker comes
to our help now. He removes all these
harmful creatures and we ask him to eat
what he gets from our trees.  He thus
becomes very helpful to man.  For catching
1111.\‘&-(‘(:\‘ also, he has invented a machine.
The tip of his long tongue is strong and
pointed and is covered by a snbst;m:e like
the horn of a bull. At the end of this tongue,
there are three pairs of hooks pointed back-
~wards.  When our friend finds an insect in
a hele in the tree, he sends his pirute
tongue and with the help of the hooks, he
draws in the insects as a fish is drawn up by
a book and a line. Occasionally' our friend
does’'nt mind a few grains like oats and
others small sceds.  He ;is not very much
dissatisficd if, when he {s very huzfqrv, he
gets a mouse. ) o

~Have you ever noticed the woodpecker
sitting on the ground? He never does
anless it is to catch a run away insect
that escaped his tongue from the tree. He,
at once returns to the tree. He cannot sit
on the ground as an ordinary bird does He
never sits horizontally even on a tree. ‘ He
sits always vertically. This is very funny
Is'nt it 2 He just catches on to the tree bx;
his legs and sits there and works for hours
together as if he were reading the South
India Boy Scout from an easy hair ! The
secret can be found out if only we look at
his tail.  The tail is made up of a few
strong feathers. The tail is divided into
two in the middle as we divide our hair

when we comb it. The middle feathers in
the tail are strong and stiff and pointed at the
ends. When Mr. Woodpecker sits on a tree
he places these tail feathers on the bark and
thus 'he makes his tail into a chair and there
- he sits on very comfortatly like a kitten in
our lvap. Almost the same ‘thing is done by
the Kangaroo, when he sits on his tajl though |
he has no pointed end like Mr., Wood pecker.
His legs 'are also shaped to catch to the
bark of the tree. The toes on the foot of a
dog are all pointed in one direction. But in
our friend they are pointed; two forwards
and two backwards. These are long toes
and can be bent like our fingers and at the
ends there are strong ¢laws. Thus he can
sit ont his tait as if he were in a chair and’

Y
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prevent himself from falling backwards by
catching on to the tree by the sharp claws.

Though this woodpecker is found all over
South India, we have not yet heen able to
find out his nest in South India. Mr. &
Mrs. Woodpecker go up North India and
there make a hole in a mango tree and
there Mrs. Woodpecker lays three white
eggs. The father and the mother both sit

" on the eggs till the young ones are hatched

out. You and I cannot get the eggs. IFor one
thing we must go to North India. EFven
there if you do not know to climb the tree,
we can't look into the nest. Perhaps there
inay be a scout, who will run up a tree like
a squirrel.  Even he cannot get at the nest.
The nest is generally built very high and
that on a'dead and rotting branch. These
precautions are not against us specially.
They are meant against animals that live
upon the eggs of birds, like the Mongoose and
the Toddy cat. When such an animal finds
that the nest is on a branch that would not
support its weight he generally wont climb
the tree or Humpty-Dumpty will have a
great fall, ’

When the young ones are hatched out
they are sooty-black in colour on the back
and whifce dotted underneath. “When they
grow up the boys become very very beauti-
ful. They become golden yellow on the
back, black on the head with a tuft of shiv-
ering feathers and spotted at the sides and
underneath? The girls also grow up strong
and become carpenters just like their parents
and brothers but the girls do not become
quite so beautiful as,their brothers. The
boys are more brightly colored. Soon after
they come down to South India to fill our
compounds with music and beautiful sights,
they can Ibe tamed and brought up as pets
if only we can get t-ﬁem’very young.

Every Scout, if only he develops - his
powers of observation can study about ‘the

birds around him and give the benefit of
the knowledge to his brother Scouts.

A NATURATLJST, ' .

3

. '}»":-’
T 9

1927.]

SOUTH INDIA

BOY SCOUT. 89

OUR NEIGHBOUR MARS.

Suppose you view the heavens on a clear
moonless night.  You will see a large num-
ber of stars of diferent degrees of brightness.
The appearance will be just as though you
were surrounded by a large sphere to the
surface of which the stars are attached,
vourself being at the centre. You might
also notice that a change takes place after
some ; some of the stars will disappear from
view on the Western side and new ones
will appear above the horizon on the oppo-
site side. But have you (most of whom are
Scouts keeén at observation) at any time
noticed the relative positions of the stars
which remain visible ?

If vou carefully look at the stars one by
one you will note that whereas almost all of
them twinkle, there are a few, four or five in
number which do not twinkle. Note the
positions of these non-twinkling stars, day
after day relative to the stars that twinkle.
You will see that whereas twinkling stars
retain their .relative . positions, the non-.
twinkling ones do not. They , occupy
different positions at different rights relative
to .the other so called flxed stars.. The anci-
ents had noticed. these few bodies in the

other stars, and they called them planets
or wanderers ; because it.looked ‘as if . they
were wandering -in the sky " without ‘apy
regularity in their movements. Under this
$rm they included seven bodies, Mercury,

enus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn; the Sun and
the Moon. The Sun and the Moon were.
included as they also changed their positions
from day to day with reference to the fixed
or twinkling stars. o ' :

: T‘he'term planet is now restrictsd' to the
bodies that revolve round the Sun and

includes in addition: to Mercury, Venus,

Mars, Jupiter and Satutn, the Earth and

two other distant bodies Uranus and Nep-
tune which were utiknown to_the ancients.
The Sun and the ‘Moon are not now regarded

as planets becausé the Moon ‘is only a

Satellite revolving round the Earth,and the
Sun does not. actually wander ‘in the sky.
but only appedrs to do so-due to the motioh

of the Earth. The paths along-which. these

Al

¢

heavens which moved about:amongst the "

planets go round the Sun are called their
orbits.

The orbits of Mercury and Venus lie
within that of the Earth, and the
otbits of the rest lie outside. The
planets whose orbits lie outside that of the
earth are much more suitably situated
for observation than Venus and Mercury.
The nearest to the Earth of these outer
planets is Mars which has been known from
remote antiquity. Its distance from the
Sun is nearly 141} million miles. This
distance varies at different times as the
orbits of the planets are not circles but
ellipses. Hence also the orbits of the Earth
and Mars are nearer to one another at some
places than at others. At the closest point
they are about 35 million miles a part.
Mars and the Earth come to this point of
their orbits simultaneously once in about
120 vears. Last year on the night of the
23rd of August, Mars was at its closest
distance i. ¢., 35 million miles, and then it
appeared as a ruddy coloured star in the
Southern part of the sky. This year,
although not sq close to-the earth as last
year, it is at a distance of nearly 52 million
miles and closer than it ever comes usually
: within this period of 120 years. It does not
"appear half so bright as it was last year,
“but still exeeds all the other stars except
Sirius and will appear as a nuddy coloured,
star just overhead between 9 and 11 p. m.
every night thréugh out this month.

‘Mars is the object of so much, ‘so‘g.eneral
and so reasonable an interest that it may
-be appropriate to say a few things about it

" at this juncture—The study of Mars be-

came very interesting after the invention of
the telescope by Galileo.. Through the teles-
cope it was found to ‘be a small round disc
of otange colour on which markings could
. be seen. Around its, poles, there were brilli~
.ant-circular patches of white. The sizes of
these patches varied with the seasons. So
these were supposed to be caps of snow very
" similar to those found at:the Arctic and
Antarctic regions of the Earth. Bésides these
/there. were also other markings visible on
“Mars. . The most noticeable of these were
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patches of bluish grev or greenish colour
seen on the southern part of the planet and
extensive regions of brownish or orange
colour covering more than half the surface

of the planet and occurring mainly in the
northeren half. ’

In 1877, an astronomer, Schiaparelli by
name, observed a number of streaks passing
from point to point on the planet and slightly
darker than the surface. These he called
f:anall, Italian for channels, and translated
mnto English wrongly as canals. Careful
observations of these by other astronomers
led them to assert that at times the canals
became double and that they extended also
to the dark coloured portions of the planet’s
surface.

.
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Dr. Percival Lowell, another astronomer,
found that the canals not only crossed the
dark portions, but that thev were more nu-
merous, finer and straighter. He also found
that this network of canals, though perma-
nent iq position, changed in size with the
scason. Therefore he built up a theory that
they were probably the work of intelligent

beings on Mars, intent on making use of
the snow caps at the poles for irrigating
the large desert area of the planet. Natu-
rallyv this new and astounding theory attract-
ed the attention of many. We shall discuss
this question *Is Mars inhabited " ? in the
next issue.

.

The Legend of the Fourth Magi.

Sitting under a huge banyan trce at the
entrance of a Gujarati village was a group of
simple labourers. " One or two of the group
were puffing away at their hukas, but all were

listening intently to a European in the dress of
a sadhu, ‘

“l wiU tell you,” said he, “the story of t};e
fourth wise man.”

“You know, in this holy book I have with
me, it tells of three wise men—the Magi—who
having seen a remarkable star, believed it to
be the sign of the birth of the World-Saviour
and finding t_he child at Bethlehem ip _]udea,
offered to Him gold, and frankincense and
myrrh.  We belive they offered gold, believing
Him to be the King, frankincense acknowledg-

ing Him to be God, and (
He would die. nd myrrh foretelling

¢ Well, there is an old legend about 2 fourth
wise man, and whether it be true or not it
teaches such a beautiful lesson that | am st,lre
you would all like to hear it.”

“True words!” said an old greybearded
as hg _h:td another pull at his hu{(a. “%v?::é
all giving ear.” ) ‘

« Well, the story as I heard it ; .
like this y eard it is something

“Four Magi, probably Parsis, who were
students of astrology, believed that on the
appearance of a certain star in the sign of the
Fishes, a great Jewish King would be born
who would save and rule the world ; and like
many good Parsis of our day, they were devout "
and generous, '

“Now we must remember that this took
place nearly two thousand years ago, when
there were no railways or steam boats, and it
was the usual thing to take journeys of even
thousands of miles on slow going camels. Such
A journey as they anticipated would take a ve
long time and was full of danger; for in all
probability they came from Chaldea, not. so
very far from the Persian Gulf,

“ The story is told of how they, just before
saying goodbye to their families and friends,
agreed to meet at a junction at four roads just
outside their city, and if one should be late, a
piece of parchment would be left on a heap of
stones stating how many had gone ahead.
They were to meet exactly at midnight.: As it
was moon light and they were all students of
the stars, they would be able to tell the time to
a micety., The fourth Magi was of a very lov-
able disposition 'and was very popular in the
city, because of the great interest he had taken
in the welfare of the poor, the sick and the in.
frm. He had lived in a palatial residence, for

he was rich, This building was full of guests and
callers who were all anxious to have his parting
blessing. Many were sobbing, while quiet tears
rsrtlglet down th? fa;es of others. The excite.
ut was such that the tirne spe )

Suddenly he heard the sound 0?21 dgoré.)mly{
was the midnight signal, so hastily tearing
himself away, he got into the saddle of his
camel and rode off. He had provided some
money for the way and also three precious
gifts for the World-King, These latter wer

4 most - beautiful large diamond, a most e:,
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pensive and delightful ruby, and such a pear]
as is seldom met with in all the countries of
the east. s he went along, he gazed upon
them and thought of the great pleasure he
would experience when he offered them to the
divine child. .

“ Bye and bye he heard a sound as of some
one groaning in great pain. It became plainer
as he approached the spot from Vyhence it
proceeded. At last he alighted and discovered
a poor wounded man lying naked by the
roadside. ‘Robbers!” he murmnured. gken
everything! 1 am dying.” The Magi _quickly
tore off a piece of his white clothmg and
bandaged the poor man’s wou‘nds, th‘en placing
him on his camel, slowly retraced his steps to
the village he had last passed. When he arrived
at the caravansérai he hired a clean room, and
going to the owner, who knew him, said, I have
brought in a poor man who has been nearly
killed and robbed of everything. Get a
physician at once. [ cannot wait. [have only
sufficient money for my journey, but take this
ruby. That will more than repay you for any
expense you may be put to: but see toit
he has ths best possible attention.” So saying
he hastened away, seeking to make up the
lost time,

“ Eventually, after many adventures, he ar-
rived safely at Bethlehem. As he entered the
town gate he heard the pitiful screams of
women and children! What could this mean ?
He had expected to hear the glad sound of
rejoicing at the birth of the Great Redeemer,
but here was bitter lamentation! ,

Ashe went along the narrow and steep streets
he saw a soldier with a sword in his hand
trying to tear away an infant from its mother's
breast. The poor woman with a breaking heart
was pleading for the life of her babe. He  at
once stopped and ordered the soldier to desist,
at the same time he showed him the diamond,
and said, ‘Why take the life of an innocent
babe ? Will not this be of more service to you?
Stop this murdering of the innocent, and take
your men off ' S ,

«With a grin, the centurion pocketed the
diamond, and called off his men, saying, *My
men, I think we have done enough for king
Herod to-day. I hate this cowardly job." '

“ The Magi then asked concetning thei. birth

" of the Great King. - ‘Oh, sir,’ said the woman,
‘have you not heard how king Herod has com-
manded all the children of two years and under
to be slaughtered here, lest the child Jesus’

'
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should take away his kingdom ? Behold, he has
been taken away to Egypt.”

«The Magi then determined to follow Him,
and after much toil he arrived in Egypt only
to find that the family he sought had just re-
turned to Palestine.

« He still hoped on and hastened to seek
them out, but for many years, he always kept
getting the same reply, ‘He has just gone else-
where.’

« At last he came into Jerusalem, the holy
city, where he heard that Jesus had been made
prisoner and condemned to be crucified.

‘Now', thought he, *at least I shall see Him.'

« As he stood there he heard a loud noise as
of a multitude jeering and cursing, intermingled
with the pitiful cries of women, and the plead-
ing of some men not tb so . cruelly illtreat the
prisoner. It was Jesus! His head was bleeding
and crowned with thords. He was carrying a
heavy wooden cross. The Magi was thrust aside
by the rough soldiers, and now being old, he
was unable to'get another sight of the Great
Sufferer. As he tried to push through the crowd
the hand of a girl gripped his robes. He turned
-to see who it was that had taken such an un-
wonted liberty. The girl was weeping bitterly,
told him through her sobs that the man who
had got hold of her other hand, was her father’s
creditor, and was selling her into slavery to pay
her father's debt. -

« Oh, sir,’ she exclaimed.” ‘Are not you a
father ? Will you not deliver me? God will
bless you much if you will only save me- Oh,
have pity on me !

« Habits of a lifetime are not easily broken.
The Magi had always considered the poor and
wretched. With a great effort he presented
the cruel creditor with the precious pearl. He
felt he could do no other, but sadly thought,
¢ What now can I present to Him I have
sought so long '

« Time had quickly passed by, and now he
suddenly found himself in midnight darkness,
although it was by the time only noon. Then
immediately there was an earthquake and g
stone from the top of the city wall fell upan
him, .

« Suddenly he saw a light brighter than the
sun. The World-Saviour stood before him,

«+«O) my Lord,’ he exclaimed, ‘I have sought
"you these many years, and.now 1 have to
meet you empty handed !' - '
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“«Say not empty handed,” said the melodious
voice, for 1 have all your gifts multiplied a
hundredfold; for inasmuch as you gave to
those the least of my brethren and sisters, you
gave unto Me."”

The speaker ceased. Both his and the eyes
of his listeners were wet,

-« Truly,” said the old greybeard, “the service
of the poor and the suffering, is the service of
God, for God looks at the hearts of those who
worship Him."”

s

DAYASAGAR.

DO YOU KNOW THAT.

(1) if you couid ride from the earth to
Alpha Centauri, the nearest star, and
travelled at the rate of 60 miles per hour,
you would reach your destination in
18,000,000 years.

(if) the most powerful lighthouse is at
Mont Afrique Dijon, in France. It throws
two 1,000,000 candle-power beams, the
lantern lenses being 18 fect across.

(iii) the costliest watch in the world

is a jewlled time-piece owned by the Pope?
It is valued at £ 60,000.

(7v) it is estimated that a single 1')01md of
silk is the product of 2,300 silk worms.

(v) there are 4,000 muscles in the Dbogdy
of a moth. '

I George Town Troop.

(Pachaiyappas)
‘Gingee Camp

I Gorge Town Troop, consisting of 35 scouts
and 3 Officers went on camp, during the last
Dasara Holidays, to Gingee, a  place of great
historical importance, 16 miles from Tindiva-
nam. The journey was performed partly by
train and partly by motor :bus. If was 3 P. M.,

" on the 7th of october 1926 when the troop was -

ushered ‘into the spacious hall of the ILocal
Fund choultry at Gingee. ‘

The troop camped fot 5 days induding 7-10-26
and went through a programme previously
framed by the officers, so as to give ample
facilities for the recruits to learn everything
about scouting up to the it class test. Hoisting
the Union Jack, marching drill and staff driil

formed part of the daily routine in the morning
and Scouts’ sports and games, exploration trips,
tracking and Nature stroll in the evening.

Knotting and Signalling competitions were
the special items of the programme for 7-10-26.

On %-10-26, the troop had the opportunity of
visiting the country-fair at Chettipalayam, a
village at a distance of a mile aud a half from
the headquarters. At 2-30 P. M. on the same
day, the scouts started with a guide to  the
Krishragiri hill. An hours walk brought the
party to the hill-fortress of the fanious Rana
Teisingh who still lives in the thrilling ballads
of the various Dravidian languages. After
feasting their eyes upon the snblime ruins of
the ancient stronghold and the relics of the
ruined city at ihe foot of the hill, and the huge
granaries and the beantiful council hall on its
top, the Pachaiyappa troop returned to their
headquarters deeply impressed with the depar-
ted glory and the heroic deeds of the much
cherished Raja Teisingh.

That night the we aried party enjoyeda jolly
campfire ceremoniously opened by the scout-
master. Fun, songs and mimicry, yells and cries
and amusing games kept the party merry till
10 P. M.. when the camp prayer brought the
day’'s work to a close.

Next morning, the troop visited the only
existing temple of Ranganathaswami (the patron
deity of Raja Teisingh)on the top ot a small hill
4 miles from the camp. On their way back,
owing to the burning heat of the sun, some of
the young children among the scouts had to be
carried on staves by the more elderly ones. This
trip furnished excellent opportunities for the
tenderfoots to learn practically and to realise
the usefulness of the signs and symbols they
had been taught in their Club-room and it
proved a real test of their power of endurance
and resourcefulness.

At 2 p. m.one of the officers gave lessons
with practical demonstrations on the craft of
making camp looms and beds with rushes.

JIn the morning of 10-12.26 there were held
ambulance, tent piching and Scout pace

competitions (by patrols) after which the Scouts -

played srvetal sense training games such as
¢Scouts' nose’, *magic village®' following the
whistle biindfolded and drill by hand signals.

That evening the troop visited the Rajagiri hill ’

the most important hill-fortress of the Raja.
On their way, the Scouts did a good turn to an

- old couple by bringing down a venomaus snake"
- ! ‘
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from the thatchedroof of their house and killing
it,

At the request of Mr. V. Narasimha lyer, the
Headmaster of the Board Ely. School, Gingee,
Mr. V. Venkatasubbayya, the Pachaiyappa
Scoutiaster, delivered two very interesting and
edifying lectures——one on Elementary  Astro-
mony and the other on the Scout movement—
between 4 and 7 p.m. on 11-10-26 in the School
hall.

After the lectures,, the Scouts hoisted the
Union Jack in the centre of the hall and then
entertained the wondering crowd with their
displays. The function was brought to a close
at 8 P. M. with thanksgiving by the campers
to Mr, V. Narasimha Iyer and his assistants
who had rendered valuable services to the troop
during the five days of its stay at Gingee.

It was at 10 P. M. on 11.10-26 that the
Troop took leave of their new friends at Gingee,
got into the bullock caris and bade farewell to
the renowned city with many a cry of ‘Scout-

ing-kijer” God soon put their mettle to test
with crashing thunder, flashing lightning, stor-
my rains and pitchy darkness. Like true
kinghts of the 20th century the Pachaiyappa
Scouts observed the eighth law by braving the
elements, smiling and whistling and thanked
the Almighty for affording them splendid
opportunities to do good turns by helping six
OT seven country carts from being overturned.
They arrived af the Station just in time to get
into the train and reached Madras safely at ab-
out 12 Noon on 12-10-26,

The troop takes this opportunity of thanking
the Trustees of the DPachaiyappa’s charities
who grant a liberal sum of Rs. 250/- annually for
Scouting, and M. R. Ry. Venkatasubramama
Somayajulu Garu of Olakur (Member of
District Board) for the valuable help given by-
him to the troop during its stay at (Gingee, but
for whose arrangements the camp would not
have been so very suceessful and enjoyable.

JOLLY CAMP !
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£ Three Useful Soaps for Scouts

Vegetol
Lathers in any kind of water.

Washwell

Best Household soap. Washes clothes snow white
Sold in twin tablets and bars.

Coal Tar:

For disinfectant purposes.
cures skin diseases.

= 3

Pure as sunshine.

and clean.

Prevents and

Avoid spurious imitations.
Kerala Soap Institute, Calicut.
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A TRIUMPH OVER PAIN

Little's Oriental Balm

Permanently Cures

o

Quickly Relieves and
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Headaches,

Bronchitis, Colds in Chest, Coughs,

Sprains, Lumbago, Sciatica and All

Aches and Pains . - -
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Go through the house |The C°m~r wealth Trus, $
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with Late

el Mission lnd\utrnlui

CALICUT

Manufag’ yrers of ;— $
HOUS. OLD LINEN, ETc. &
Tabl_ (glloths. Towels, Bath 9
Bistans oo eaSnich §

WEARING APPAREL

{ BANIANS .3
\_ler.mm of every d COt;%n and Woollen Undep. &
description Instantly an cigthes.

. SUITINGS
Permanently Banished - HANDKERCHIEFS

i o8 ” MOSQUITO NETTING
Wlth LOTOL TRAY CLOTHS
Distributing Agenls : UNSURAPASSED FOR QuaLity,

T. A. TAYLOR & CO., L.td., For Full particulars and prlces apply to:

The Agents, .
10/14, Armenian Street,

. T. A. TAYLOR & Co., Led.,
Georg‘etown,. Madras. 10/14, Armenian Strut Madraa
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. INTERESTING BOOKS AND STORIES, FOR BOY SCOUTS & THE YOUNG, |
" First Aid For Boy Scouts (\Vith \llustrahom) 1 . N ‘
; Barcla If you read it you wi undelst and .
‘ Jung‘ll: :Xx::ldgfm thB;yCEb Cand w hyyC(ubbn);g mc:thodsy are so successful :(ht;]‘
properly used') Froin tﬁe Foreword, With 10 illustrations . 1 8
Athletics By Harold M. Abrahms with a foreword hy Sir Mont: lgue Shearman,
Iustrated 114
The Greatest Advemure ByJ C. Carhle, C.B.E., D.D. (St()ry tatks to boys |
and girls) N 210 I}
Ta'es of the Unexpected By H. G. W ells (Colhns Edn,) 010
Mr Barnes of New York By A. C. Gunter - 010
Heart of the World By: H. Rider Haggard. ‘Cloth bound & Plctule wrappers ... | 14
The Love Game By Suzanne Lenglen. book for every one who takes P
interest in tennis . . a novel of more thyn ordinary pfomise . . STAR . 210 |
The Prisoner of Zenda (Being the history of three months in the life of an
English gentleman) By /\nthony Hope. A stirring tale of adventure and of o ’
great deception —
The Theosophical Publishing House, ‘l‘l\e [.d,“ Book:
N ADYAR, MADRAS. | Y. M. L A. BUILDINGs,

. of Scout Literature supplied to Scouts, Scout Officcrs and Scout Lilyaries.

REDUCTION lN PRICES.

Note .-—-—Th':‘ exchange vate will in futuve be veduced to 12 annas o s/rillling ™ th‘ m“

&.T . MADRAS, j

?-'!'-QE'"J

Prmtéd by The Kitchener Press, Messrs, Read & Co., 21, Triplicane ng,h Road Madms :
blished by P. S. Narayanaswami, B. A. L. T., 4/19. Adnyappa Muadali Street, Ve Y
and Publis for the Provincia! Council of the Boy Scouts Assqcmnm\( pery .Q, Mad!’m ..*
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