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 WOLFF'S LETTER
e To Rao Sanie N. Ramaswami IvER

By V,-(Chair‘nmn of the-Reception. Committee, XV -Madras

. Provincial Co-operative Conference.);

\ ] e - GRkanp HeoTeL, -
te A Broadstairs, July, 26th,-1927.

v

Cot,r Rao Sahib ¥ _Ramaswamy Iyer Avl,

" Assuming th. “once miore, in my ignorance of Indian titulature, to
be the correct way of addressing you, T am curious not to let a mail go
by without letting you know what great pleasure and satisfaction it has
given me to dip—as yet it is little niore—into the perusal of the report
‘of 15th Co-operation Conference, which the post brought me in my
present holiday home this morning, and on the reading of which I at

once pounced with keen interest.

\LY/)) Wo2
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I cannot yef speak with minuteness,hb:l:filll}se‘oxlilyt h;ezj(l:x;fsshisf

artial ongratulate you he y .

o Oll]yt'lx)larZil(i cl))fl 1tth; V\Crorls accomplished in the pursuit of co-opera-
tiom, mfee\:/lrllicgh it is the evidence. T'he success thus far accomplished,
:;10(;11;5,*,(;1 \only a stage on the triumphal march, \"1V1§ly 1:;?11‘15“,:)(;1{2?57
mind the conversation which I had in t}le early nmesl'e‘sArth.er rorker
for the Indian welfare of a past generation, such fxs_ nﬂ o O,f
Sir William Wedderburn and others, before I tool:.'upf S1tet ocacy of
Co-operation in my letter to the then Secretal} o ta eihe oot
There was anxious groping then, s.md spec111at.1011 1asldotl ! mipyat o
meastres to be adopted. And in India, the nwl_hajaxfi 1ett el indzstries
the throat, agriculture was hoplessly backward 51}111 cc1> agb -
were at the mercy of sweaters. What a change there has !

You were fortunate, very fortunate, in securing the ser\'lcesigf
i i [ ident. Your own address was magnin-
Sir Lalubhai Samaldas as Prest . : e
i irit and laying bare with a frankn
cent, cast in the proper spirit an ying tl o e
rejoi failings of the present stage, the w .
has greatly rejoiced me, the gsof t : e
| i -actice of the spirit of Co-operation. , ;
understanding and practice o : 0-0pe o
ical, experienced, and judicious co-op )
spoke, as the practical, d ju co-operaton, With
i : the practical work to be
becoming force and candour, on . ; e O e
e’ llent advice which he gave to
devoutly hope’ that the exce . : gave fo Wadrassee
il be taken becomingly to heart, and not lea: , .
Co-operators will be taken g . east 0, 1ot 0
i t-all over India, that partic
Madras Presidency alone, bu ‘P ax acvice
i in hi i ds, namely, that, in the pursu
which he gave in his parting words, ! i ¢ ofieor
operation, which means the “workmg. together,” and lwt}:nm =
recoonised as the hope of India, you Indians should forget tha you
hiohb caste or low caste, Hindus or Muslims, but e}ll of yo;l I1ldla1fs
w;rking for the common good—the good which, being for the one, is
necessarily also the good for all. N .
With such leaders as yourself and Sir Lalubhai, if you Indlal
will only work whole-heartedly together, there can bg 1o ﬁioubt fast]'
ultimate success—sticcess which will excite the admiration o

world. . ‘
One word more. I join in the regret which you expressat the 1

of the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillay with wh?ln I Lag
much correspondence in the early days of Indian Co-operatlofl, an
whose zeal and activity for and in the movemtent I greatly admire.

Believe me, dear Rao Sahib, to remain .
Yours very sincetely,

apo—r————
-~

(Sd.) HENRY W. WOLFF.
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. CO-OPERATION ~THE IDEAL & THE PRACTICAL.
Mg. M. K. PATTABHIRAM.

The etymological meaning itself of the word ‘co-operation’ connotes
operating together., Wlhen two persons operate together, it must be
towards one common object. Otherwise there is no meaning in it.
They will only be running on parallel lines. While working for a
common object, each should know what the other does and also how he
does it. Then alone there will be harmony between them und the
desired object can be achieved. Again when they are working for a
common object, the work of each becomes complementary to that of
the other and consequently each should have coufidence in the other
and believe that what the other does is taking him nearer the object.
Thus arises a necessity for a proper mutual understanding. And in
the mutual understanding each should know the needs of the other and
be prepared to help him to his utmost in gratifying them. Here we
have got the element of self-sacrifice, for each cannot have the whole
and, in the sharing, a spirit of self-abnegation alone will smoothen
1 atters. - Indeed, without an element of self-sacrifice no joint action for
‘a common purpose is possible in the world. When two people work

Al

‘to, -ether for a common object, if each wants to have the resulting

beuefit to the fullest extent without caring for the needs of the other,
there cannot be any affinity between them and it will only result in
their estrangement. In fact, this is the greatest fundamental principle
of co-operation. Now we see, when two individuals co-operate, that the
existence of a common abject, a harmony between théir activities, a
mutual understanding and confidence and an element of self-sacrifice
are the essential features of their activities. "

If, instead of two, more people join and work together, the situation
becomes complicated and the angle of vision of each member changes.
Every one has to study the rights and responsibilities of all the others
and the relative position among the several members of the whole

wup.  Thus the individual has, in addition to his respousibilities as

', the greater responsibilities as a member of the whole group.
Consequently, the question of mutual understanding and the harmony
in the working among the several members of the group becomes a
little - »re difficult and greater attention is to be paid to them than
befor. P¢ This difficulty places a restraint upon the expansion of the
group, for unless the number comprising the group is very moderate, it
will not be possible for the members to watch and study the activities
of their comrades. Therefore a limit is necessary for a healthy progress.
When a number of people are working together for their own advance-
ment, - their common object becomes very comprehensive and all
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e &, TobtehMs: pertaining to their economic, political and social, moral and
lrfig Zious upheaval demand tlheir considerate attention.

-with fines and excominuuications and a

The next
sacrifice puts the member of a group toa
severe test, though in the Jong tup; it makes him a hard. fighter in the

battle of life. Now, the growth of respousibilities of the individual in
the- manner described above brings in its train also a corresponding
growth in his strength. Even the incividually weakest member
becomes as strong as all the other members put. together. As
a member of the organisation, he can count upon the help of all the
other members. Similarly, he is also bound in his turn to help
others. ., This explains the co-operators’ motto “ All for each and each
for all”. The common object of the activities of the whole group
which has become very comprehensive as referred to. above makes it
‘a perfect State. I'hus we have a society identified with the State. And
when. that stage is attained, we have what is called a real living
organism with an identity of interest and with immense possibilities fo |
the manifestation of the higher qualities of life than the individual ca a

manifest. Will, intelligence, real love and spiritual powers are 2y ]
developed in it.

quality of readiness for self-

In this evolution towards the
imbued with the ideal of freedom, o

prevailing features of its civilisations at various stages. Whichever be {
the ruling ideal at -a time, the more strongly it is held, the more '
powerful becomes the State, for, the synchronous vibration of many minds'i
in harmony brings about a psychie unity which endows the whole body.
politic with a power nothing short of the Divine. Some may call this
communal consciousness which devises ways and means for the superior,
enjoyment of the intellectual and spiritual nature of man. ‘This is a
perfect City State and here we have ideal co-operation,. \

Now, coming to the historic aspect of the question,
tive ideal was the basis of all social development in Ancient India.
Every village then was an ideal co-operative society looking after all
the needs of the villagers. Even today we have got their relics in their
caste samudayams in several villages which collect donations and con.
duct village festivals, enquire into civil disputes and decide from their
local knowledge and common sense, punish crimihal offenders
number of such communal
acts. Unfortunately the various changes, political, sogial and econonic,
India passed through during the past so many years have so altered the
modes of life of the Indians that the spirit of, collective action has
almost died out. The labour-saving machines of tle towns have
weaned away the villagers from the fraternity to which they belonged

R - I
development of a civilisation, it is)
f justice, of beauty which form the s

this co-opera-
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ik e accumulation
s de them think that mere
ations together and ma . ;. the change
for gener 1d bring them all comforts of life. Nat'u.rally, it amone
of money wou ionbhas generated a sort of competitive spu(; la :
is si nd honest.
No transaction between man and man 18 s.mcere ;ehind e
men. that are apparent are miere professions. o he iace
All VlFtuejnlv selfishness. The whole life is unreal. :very irf)divi~
tl;efe ltsx;al h‘elp and mutual understanding, W‘;' §e§ s Znuch of
o wooling against all others for monopolising '.e e e
Qua Siruge 0521515 In such competitive struggl}es,b.“ ﬁsi] e
as . . . i .
2:?111?:)1’1 siorlf)t of the small fry being ldeVOHiled at;{u;llecultigvators of the
® L i 's who are the
1 he ignorant villagers wh , tess to
111}terat3 ?2 trod:l’cers of all food grain, who have not the ll)osl(}stem in
soil an tl tlI:e towns nor have continued the old commuu}a 2 e
i ) . , 1av
E:ggat(fwn places are handicapped 1n bothh“ ays. "I‘llcleez e hae the
eir: . v vices.
: i r learnt the nev :
. jve their old virtues 1o 1 the competi-
Lep:lit?::: of the urbanites improved ? Certainly fnotf. WIn The majority
:,0 n all money has accumulated in the ha}:ld's of afe i)rethrenf Nay,
ion, - as their viiiage £ N
are in the same condition of1 povetrt?,’, r ;ﬁu avcertain style of livin z.
ff, for they have to”] "n .
they are worse o%, 1if s still worse.
The conditions of the urban proletaric js s

in the angle of vis

i i iving relief to such suffering men .t.hat the
. i e 'tli?e;?iczf\f;: ;;bsszl by the India Governmentin 199/,1.
e So'mg 1f its working since then, thousands of co-operatl\et
- D“fi“.g e D been stablished all over the country. The Gover‘nmenf
SOCietle'S hav‘e P Rer ts give us glowing accounts of the progxess o
B et Recf orl T g fiotires about the sums invested in these
the moveu‘tlelzt az::oAunZ; glentbto other members, an(%\l%e Hugll‘re); “(:ef
interest. With all th
o loans'g;ﬁ 1(:1\5‘, 1‘;)aetfeorfc)f -lzxtflr the condition of the
is not a whit imploved. It is a well known fact t.hat]?nosta x:);'
thomn are mot ble to have even one hearty meal a day.'. .It isa , gthat
Zzgll:a?;etlrll:: lileed not be dilated upon now. kN,[Z I;?mtthl: hcoov-vslx) :rative
i workir .
the'. SySt’em utld?\ﬂiiifxex:lt]aell)}) rgzzlc:ttive. Hoz;vever much we nugh';
Som‘etles e truggling masses with cheap money and whatzye
e e ’the' Sltqilve derived, through the few stores, trading
benef'it the}: lmlg lieties I don't think there will even be z?.boutt‘ta
e mdus_t“? Si?lcthe \\’rhole country where we can find an 1(<lien 1§
doz‘en e the members. They meet nowand then an dwor t
o m;eresft'oinftff one purpose. All their attention and energy do no
together

. . .
CcO1 VEI'g:E illtC o1e pcint Of t‘hslr commnion “re]f‘are 'I‘I]E]]. diff:fi

societies,
persons helped w
are as far from our
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1 * . 13 13 .
SC:; }steque.ntly, ther(}e1 1s no real living social organism possible. A best
lety gives at the most what :
. may be called economi i
A great man has said i o its e
: said “ T'he evolution i
of humanity b di
love] depends ot ‘ y beyond its present
solutely on its powe i
\ r to unite and create t i
organisms. Life in its highe i ot
gher forms is only possible b
: [ tsh s ecause of tl
union of myriads of tiny live s
. s to form a larger bei i i
lion ' . fos eing, which manife
will, intelligence, affection, and the spiritual powezr’s’ ” o

CAN THIS BE A WAY OUT FOR. |
THE FINANCING .II;IXIIEVKS;J$PLUS FUNDS OF
MR. G. LAKSHIMNARAYANA, |

Al (Director, L. C. Union, Peddapuram.)
co-operators are in se :

outle? for the surplus funds oa;"rslllle (f)if;l:;?():isn:llla(zimilseaniotguﬁtud loans

are given freely ; crop loan system is intrc?ducéd ' Ne S ocieti -

started to absorb funds ; yet there are surplus funcis.' ¥ sosieties are

e 3% Will, amen., h'f&e l\;larwaris.
lendilwed it ~tone and all that there are money-
D . .
the pled th}s evolution towards thy 151111;11 ’iowns. They grant loans on
o with the ideal of free et rate of gold and value the
e 0 1g features of its c{_,h.e;,,:oim to the extent of 50 to 60 per cent of
g ideal g1 ;m(;unt interest charged is Rs. 1-2-6 per Rs. 100
P e : 1s not repaid within three months the
p arged at Rs. 2-0-0 per Rs. 100 or in some cases more
chor ;ng to the understandings. In this way large profits are made b
1ese shops. All classes of people—merch : d
ants, ryots, etc.—resort to t
shops and pay heavy rate of interest. In-cases where repa}fxllentshzs’e
not mdadtcle andlwhen the lender thinks that the principal and intere;:
exceed the value of the jewel pledged, notice is gi
. . ‘ , ce is given to th ’
the jewel is sold in auction. Tl capi e o
. 1e capital of each sho
Rs. 20,000 to 50,000. Pe i s b from
\ ,000. People readily resort to these sho i
f0 50,000. Pe ps knowing
tl.le r;:lte of interest is high and the penal conditions are very hard] ) 'tl?lft
sun(ll) e reason for this is that the loan will be given at all times an(.i th .
zge‘t ;19t Wa]; to take money after the loan is applied for. No shaerz
apital 1s to be deposited. No sureties i . .
) s are required. ‘The cond
?n(.il .cl.laracter of the person need not be known. On account of th:: t
z;cxlltles, though there is heavy loss in interest, people are making 1t .
0 these money-lending shops and paying heavy tolls in the sl o of
Interest. ’ © shape of
- Delay in ?anction of Co-operative loans.
t 1e benefits of co-operative societies are reaped by a small percen
tage of the people who are able to fulfil the conditions required by the
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bylaws of the Society. Before a man can take a loan, he has to put inan

- application to a society for membership ; invest some money in the way

of share capital ; go in for oune or two sureties who are members of the
same society or pledge some of his immovable property with an encuni-

brance certificate, if need be, and has to wait for some time till the

society gets money from the financing bank. The society can get it

only after observing certain formnalities which require time. .

The ready credit that is afforded in a money-lending shop and the
restrictions placed in a co-operative society for the grant of loans make
people resort to the money-lending shops more freely.

Need for Co-operative loans on pledge of jewels.

Why not with the surplus funds available in the financing banks
similer shops be opened to the benefit of the people at large on
“Gold and silver pledge loan system”. Some of the penal conditions of
the ‘Marwari money lending shops’ may be done away with and suitable
ways and means may be introduced to safeguard the investments made.

Each bank which has got surplus can start one or two shops of
ture with a capital of Rs. 40,000 or 50,000 in one or two towns
within its jurisdiction. A small establishment of two paid workers
who have got knowledge of this sort of Banking with a small invest-
ment on other equipment can push on with the business. ‘To,safeguard
the money entrusted to the worker, enough security may be taken.
Rules and regulations regarding the running of the business keeping and
checking the accounts and other particulars connected with it may be

similar na

framed.

If this system of co-operation is introduced, the rate of interest in

" the country can be reduced, the evils of ‘ the money lending shops’ can
be avoided and much good can be rendered to all classes of people. 1

to consider the matter carefully and try to see

request all co-operators
for the surplus funds of the financing

whether this can be a ** way out
banks ” also,

AGRICULTURAL INDEBTEDNESS--SOURCES OF CREDIT *
Bv Mr. N. G. Ranca, B. Lrrr. (Oxon).
The namber of the sources of credit has increased to an enoriiots
extent in the last fifty years. As the prices of lands and agricultural

produce have risen, the capacity of people has also risen to more than
a corresponding extent. The number of money-lenders has risen and

* This is a part of the written slatement submitted to the Royal Commis-

sion on Agriculture,
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the ability and willingness of these money-lenders have shown a
tendency to rise to a corresponding extent, as can be seen from the

examples given in  “ Economic Organisation of Indian Villages ",

Vol 11

Often, all that an average ryot has to show as security for his debts
are his cattle and so he is obliged to pay a higher rate of - interest than
others who have some valuable lands. Vaisyas have for a long time
been notorious as those who are prepared to lend money to ryots whose
econotnic security is not so good, simply with the intention of depriving
such customers of all their property in a few years, by charging very
high rates of compound interest. They charge 12 to 24 per cent

interest whereas the money-lenders of the ryot class charge only .

9 to 18 per cent.

Marwaris. -
Even Vaisyas are not so daring and unscrupulous as the Marwaris .

of the Northern Circars. Any ryot can approach a Marwari with a# -

request for some loan and he will be granted a debt at 12 to 18 per cent’

compound interest, on condition that he furnishes the Marwari withe, -
two securities. Then the borrower has to agree to return the principal -

and the interest at a particular date in the first six or twelve months
and if he fails to pay back his debt on that date, he will be charged a
penal interest varying from 36 to'50 per cent. Though itis Vaisyas
who originally started this practice, it is these people who have made
ita fine art in compelling a ryot to issue a pro-note for say Rs. 500,
when he has in fact received Rs. 300 or 400. ‘

Imperial Bank.

The Imperial Bank of India has been advancing money to a few
ryots in each District, on collateral or other securily, at tolerable rates
of interest. Though the number of branches has been on the increase
and money is lent out more freely than formerly and ryots approach the
the Bank more readily than in the past, it has not been able to satisfy
the demand for credit coming from villages, to any appreciable extent.

Co-operative Credit. Societies.

These societies have become popularised in the deltaic villages
chiefly in the last ten years, though there are still thousands of villages
in the deltas which have uo credit societies. Wherever these societies
have been established, there has been worked a real revolution in the
methods of obtaining credit. ‘ '

First of all, even big money-lenders and ryots have seen the
benefits of such a society and have begun to borrow large sums of money
from it. Secondly, the rates of interest they charge to their own
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customers have been lowered considerably, for instanc,?, fro:m 12 per cteexcllt

to 9 per cent in many villages with which the writer 1s achll;a:llg Varé.
Thirdly, most of the ryots who have less than twenty' acres o' i are
able to obtain credit on edsy terms so that they can either pay o1 | elr
old debts or pay the Land Revenue. Fourthly, mgny ry'ots_ w 1i(jnall
more than twenty acres of land are able to borrow money occa; Tthl.y
from such a society so as to mieet some emergency ‘or other. Fi eirg
agricultural workers and skilled -a:tis:%ns like the halld-.lo(cl)m v;elaf\; "

. are able to get easy credit at the Somety.for. short perio s.t mxe - a;
a ryot used ‘to get all the work done on his fields by hls1 cu; on o a8
interest on the petty sums of money or cereals Ie.xlt to.t 1e amcf n o

. of Nidubrolu in Guntur District. But after the (?redlt Socxety w;s orxrlxnd
in 1923, very few Panchamas borrowed from him and so he l'lal 1tf) spe '

' Rs. 400 worth of paddy in order to get enough labour Fo ﬁ.mslx 1is twl(z )

“on the fields. Lastly, most of the societies of Guntur District 11ave auza

*very gooad care not to lend even small sums of money toftl.lfose young

men who are suspected to be addicted to wasteful habits of life.

S ' BYE-LAWS | |
. OF '
THE MADRAS PROVINCIAL CO-OPERATIVE UNION.
S ‘No. 1130, : \

(as approved by thz General Body in its Meetmg '
dated 10th July 1927).
'Name and Register:d Office.
1. The name of . the society shall be ‘The Madras. Provm.mal
Co-op.erative Union.’ It shall be registered as a Co-ol?eratlve Society
' under Act I of 1912, Its registered office shall be in Madras. Its
operation may extend to any part of the Province of Madras.
Interpretation.

II. In these bye-laws, unless there is anything repugnan‘ﬁ tq theﬂ :

subject or context— ' ) o
(@) ‘Act’ means the Co-operative Societies’ Act II of 1912 or
any other enactment which, for the time being, regulates the law relat-
ing to Co-operative Societies in the Province of Madras;
() ‘Rules’ means the rules for the time being in' force under

the Act; L. .
l (© “The Union’ means the Madras Provincial Co-operative

Union;
2
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(d)- ‘ Provincial Society’ :means a society - having operations
under its by-laws which may extend to the whole or any part of the
"Province of Madras ; . .

(@) ‘Central Bank’ includes a.“Banking Union ’:

(f) ‘District Federation’ includes d *District Council of
Supervision * and a ‘ District Institute’; -

(g) ‘Local Union’ includes an “ Audit Union’ and every other
Federated Union of any type of Co-operative Organisations ; ‘

‘() “Member’ means a registered society- which, or a person
who, for the time being, is a member of the Union under these bye-laws;

and () ‘Delegate ’ means a representative who is duly elected to the
Union undér these bye-laws, S o '
. Objects. o ,

III. The objects of the Union are to promote the Co-operative

Movement in the Province of Madras, to propagate the. principles of

Co-operation and to serve as the recognised exponent of non-official

co-operative opinion in the Province.‘ In furtherance of these objects,
the Union shall be at liberfy to do all or any of the following acts :—
.. (1) to organise and develop diverse types of societies ; ,

) PN . . [ 5 Foood . "l . r;v .‘\":. -

(2) to assist the work of Language and District F ederations
and Local Unions, in particular, and of other registered societies affiliat-
ed to it, in genéral; = " i ¢ o

(3) to publish Co-operative Jotirnals ;-

(4) to publish, stock. distribute and sell leaflets, pamphlets and
‘books dealing with Co-aperation and allied subjects;

7 (5) to organise public lectures, conferences and exhibitions ;

©) to,orgax.use Co-operative Education, through training classes
and other appropriate means, for supervisory and administrative staff of
non-official agencies ; ‘ R

(7 to act as an information biirean for the affiliated societies and
‘the public and to maintain a Co-operative Library in the City of
Madras ;- : . , o o
~ (® to organise and’ promote Rural Welfare Schernes;
; (9) to raise funds according to these bye-laws and to admiﬁister
the funds so raised ; and T . (s

(}10)_ generally to dq ~all such other acts as are incidental or
conducive to the attainment of any or all of the objects aforesaid, -

IS
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‘ Membership.
IV.  Membership of the Union shall be open to—
(@) Societies registered under Act X of 1904 'or Act IT of 1912
or any other Act, for the time being in force,and falling under any one

of the following classes i—

(i) Provincial Societies,

(i) Language Federations,

(iii) District Federations,

(iv) Local Unions,

(v) Central Banks,

(vi) Urban Banks whose working capi‘tal' on the 30th ‘J;me
preceding the date of application for affiliation is not less than

Rs. 20,000, and o
(vii) Non-credit Primary Soc1et1§

not falling under any of the classes above; al'ld .
(b) Persons of knowledge angl distinction in the field of Co-opera-

tion who may be invited by the General I.%ody or th.e Board of ﬁl??age;
ment to be honorary members of therUm.on. Their {mmber shal v no'
at ‘any time exceed 20 and the term.of thel/l‘ xpexx;b'erslxlp shall be 2~'}4earsg x
but they may be re-invited, from time tg 'tlme, in Ithc manuer s,l‘;ate
above, to serve as honorary members for a’ fre.sh. terin. ‘They sha‘ n}:)t.
vote at General Body Meetings. They are’ eligible to all ofﬁces. in t e
Uttion and may vote in the Board of Management and the EXE'CIIUVCI

Cominittee. ~_ Funds.

s, on limited liability basis,

V. Th‘e funds of the Un1ion shaH be d,er'i\'zed as und‘er:j—
(i) Subscriptions and Contributions as per.bye'-law \%
(ii) Sale of co-operative literature and publications,
(iii) Voluntary contributions,
"(iv) Subsidies, if any, from the GO'verumeut,,and

(v) Loans. .
VL. (1) Membet societies ‘shall

ided below:~
prowde(a) every Provincial Society shall 'pay Rs. 100,
(b) every Language Federation shgll pay Rs. 25,
() every District Federation shall pay Rs. 15,
(d) every Local Union shall pay Rs. 5, and . .
() every Central Bauk, Urbgn Baxfk or oth.er Prxm.ary No.x1fcred1t .
Society shall pay Rs. 5 on every lakh'of its working capital as it stood

 pay annual subscriptions as
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on the 30th June of previous year, or a fraction thereof, subject to a

maximum of Rs. 25.

‘ The annual stibscriptions from meniber\sbcieties shall fall due at
the commencement of each co-operative year and be payable not later
than the 31st October ot the year. They shall be recoverable as debts

due to the Union.

(2) Any primary society which is not eligible for membership
u‘nde.r bye-law IV (a) , but which by a resolution of its general body
signifies its consent to contribute to the funds of ‘the Union, shall pay

annually Rs. 2, if it is one on unlimited liability basis and Rs. 2/8, if

ou limited liability basis.

. In the case of non-member societies, their reéolution to contribute
to the funds of the Union, when once passed and communicated to the
Union, shall bein force, until the original resolution is revoked by a
resolution of the General Body of the society concerned. Such resolu-
tion shall not comne into effect till it is communicated to the Union and
till the conunencement of the next co-operative year.

3) Hoﬁorary members are not liable to péy any ‘'subscription.

SRR VIIL. The funds of the Union shall be devoted to the promotion of
any or ‘all “of the objects mentioned in bye-law III.

* VIIL To carry on its work, the Union may raise loans, provided
"‘Hlat the total amount of Hability at any tinie shall not exceed half the
amount annually falling due on account of subscriptions from member-
societies and contributions from non-member societies.

" Supply of Publications.

IX. Bulletins' of Co-operation in English and Tamil and
Pampllets and ILeaflets and other Publications of the Union will be
supplied to member societies and societies contributing to the funds of
the Union under Bye-law VI, in accordance with such térms as the
Executive Committee or the Board of Management may from time to
time prescribe in that behalf, :

‘ ‘Constitution.

X. There shall be

(1) a General Body,

(2) a Boatd of Management ond

(3) an Executive Cotuinittee.
General Body.

: XL The General body of the Union shall consist of delegates of
‘member societies and Honorary Members, ‘ -
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XII. Every member society shall appoint one of its members as
its delegate to the Union for each co-operative year, by’ a resolution of
its General Body or Managing Committee.
XIII. Every Delegate shall have one and only one vote.

XIV. General Meetings of the Union shall be held at such
places and on such -dates as the Board of Management or the Executive
Committee may from time to time decide. At least one such shall be
be held in the course of each co-operative year. It shall be also the
duty of the Executive Committee to convene a General Meeting on the
requisition of not less than 20 members.

XV. (a) The quorum for a General Body meeting shall be 35.

(b) If at the hour fixed for a General Meeting a quorumn is not
present, the Chairman shall have the power to adjourn it for an
interval not exceeding 30 minutes and if no quorum is formed within
that time, the meeting shall stand dissolved. If the meeting was called
at the requisition of members, it shall not be called again without a
fresh requisition ; in any other case, the Executive Committee may
convene it at such time and place as it may think fit.

XVI. The President, or in his absence the Vice-President, shall
preside at such meetings. In the absence of both, any delegate or

* honorary member may be elected by the meeting as Chairman.

XVIIL. All questions shall be decided by a majority -of votes ; and
in the case of equality of votes, the Chairman shall have a casting vote.

XVIII. 'The supreme authority shall be vested in the General
body of the Union. Besides exercising general supervision and control,
the General Body shall have power to

(1) elect the President, the Vice-President and the Secretaries
(not exceeding three in number) and the members of the Board of
Management as provided hereunder once in two years;

(ii) define, alter, amend or modify or repeal any of the bye-laws
or subsidiary bye-laws of the Union ;

(iii) consider and adopt the annual report and accounts presented
by the Board of Management, with such remarks or modifications as
may be resolved upon ; ’

(iv) rémove members, hear and decide upon appeals or com-
plaints against the Board of Management, or the Executive Committee,
or individual metnbers thereof; :

(v) define or alter the policy or programnte of the Union ; and

(vi) transact all other business incidental to the General
Meeting. '
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. Board of Management.
XIX. (@) 'The Board of Management shall have, subject to the
supervision of the General Body, control of all business carried on by,
or on account of, the Union and shall meet at least twice a year.

(b) ‘The quorum for a meeting of the Board of Management
shall be 12.

XX. (@ The Board of Management shall consist of the Presi-
dent, the Vice-President and the Secretaries elected under bye-law
XVIII (@) aud of the delegates elected and co-opted from amoung
the members of the General Body as provided hereunder :—

(1) Provincial Societies—1 delegate each.

(2) Language Federations—1 delegate each.

(3) District Federations and local unions in each district
(together)—1 delegate for the district. ,

(4) Central Banks—8 delegates, 3 from Tamil districts, 3 from
Telugu districts, 1 from Kerala (Malabar) and 1 from Karnataka
(S. Canara).

(6 Urban Banks—3 delegates.

(6)° Limited Liability Primary Non-credit Societies mot falling

under any other class.—3 delegates.
(7) Honorary members—3

() The members of the Board of Management (except
Honorary Members) shall be elected by the respective constituencies
aforesaid at the- Annfial General Meeting of the Union. If any district
was wholly unrepresented by delegates chosen by the District Federa-
tion and the Local Unions therein, the district so unrepresented may
elect its delegate within 2 months from the date of the Annual General
Meeting. ‘The 3 Honorary meinbers on the Board shall be co-opted
by the elected members ot the Board. , :

(c) The Board of Management shall hold office for a term of

2 years. s ‘ ' ’

. (d) Interimm vacancies on the Board of Management may be
filled up by co-option by the remaining members of the Board from

among the members of the General Body, having regard to the consti-

tuencies in which they occur.

Executive Committee.

XXI. Subject to control and delegation by the Board of Manage-
ment, the administration of the Union shall vest in an Executive Com
mittee consisting of the President, the Vice-President, the Secretaries
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elected by the general body as aforesaid, and -eight oth'er members,
elected by the Board of Management, three from Tami! districts, three
from Telugu districts, one from Kerala.(Malabar district) and one from
Karnataka (South Canara District). They shall hold office for 2 years.
The quorum for a meeting of the FExecutive Commnittee - shallrb? 5.
Interim vacancies may be filled up by co-option by the remaining
members of the Executive Committee, from among the members of
the Board of Management. o :
XXII.. The Executive Committee may decide the manner in
which the funds of the Unionshall be invested. ' ‘
. . XXIII- The Executive Committee shall have power t6 appoint
and remove all officers of the Union other than those elected as
provided above ; and shall also-have power to appoint, remove, suspend
or fine its employees-and to fix their duties, salaries and allowanc’es.' ‘
.5 XXIV." ‘Within fifteen’ days® after the close of  the co-operative
year, that is, after the - 30th Juue of every year, the Executiv‘e Cox.n‘-
mittee shall* prepare (a) a statement showing the - Receipts and Dis-
bursements of the Union during the ‘previous year, aid (b) a statement
showing' the Assets and Liabilities as they stood on ‘the .Ia'st day of
the previous year. These two statements shall be sub.mltted to the
Registrar without delay. After the Registrar has verified t1.1e state-
ments and granted his Audit Certificate, the Union shall publish them
in the manner approved by him. ; S :
Subsidiary Bye-laws--Amendment—and Interpretation. '
XXV. ''he General body of the Union shall have power to make
‘subsidiéfy bye-laws for carrying out the objects of the Union and fox'
administering its bye-laws ; provided that nothing in the Subsidiary
Bye-laws so framed shall be fepugnanﬁ to any of ghe provisions of
the Act, the Rules or these Bye-laws. ~The subsidiary bye-laws shall
not require the approval of the Registrar for their operation.
% XXVL No alteration in addition to, or amendment of these
bye-laws shall be valid unle§sn it is ’registered by the Registrar under
the Act. *" -~ R ‘ B
" XXVII, Should any doubt arise either in the construction of
the Act, or of the Rules or of these Bye-laws, or. Subsidiary Bye-laws
or in regard té any other matter, the Union may obtain the advice of
the Registrar and shall abide by it.

“



PAMPHLETS FOR SALE.
. l.. .Loss Societies.—A Study: a contribution by Rao Sahib

. Srmlvasz.t Rau on the margin of profits in rural societies—deals with
the calculation of profits. 6 pages. Single copy As. ‘2, Per dozen
Re. 1 inclusive of postage. ' o
- 2,. Co-operation—A Drive from the Centr
Wi ithin : by Rao Bahadur N, Gopalaswami Iyengar:= geg(i;s,;‘:awr-t(l;erf::ﬁ
of Panchayats, Madras. 23, pages. Single copy As, 2, PerdozenRe. 1,

3. Rural Training Classes—A draft syllabus—_interleaved to take
down notes of lessons as suited to each area—gives also outlines of a few
lessons  No. of lessons 20. Deals in the main with functions and
r;::;:’goezn;in;ho; a rural credit society—24 pages. Single copy As4.

4. Land Mortgage Banks—Ra10 Sahib K. Devasikhamani Mudaljar
and Rao Bahadur A. Vedachala Iyer. The book iucludes a summary of
the working of Land Mortgage Banks in India and 'the Continent.
No of pages 75. Single. copy As 8. per dozen Rs. 4.

; 5. A Co-operative Survey of econaomic conditions—in some of the
Unilon areas of Chingleput, Tanjore, Madura, Ramnad North Arcot and
Coimbatore District:—Notes by office-bearers of Local Unions. No., of
pages 46. Single copy As 5. Per dozen Rs. 3. o

6. The Royal Commission on Agriculture-—Madras Evidence |

official and Non-official —a useful compendium for understanding all
problems relating to Agriculture, Co-aperation, Industries, Sanitation
Medical Relief, Health and Hygiene, Education and Rura]’ Panchayats,
The Evidence inc.udes that given by heads of several Departments and'
non official leaders of public opinion. Price per copy Rs. 2 8.0. Free
for permanent subscribers to our pamphlets paying Rsé per
annum. Rs. 2 per copy to our Bulletin Subscribers. ’

7. Land Mortgage Banks—A study of various types in various
countries and a suggestion of the best type suited ta rural eccno nic
conditions in India—by the Hon'’ble Mr. V. Ramadas. 23 pagers, Single
copy As. 2. Per Dozen Re. 1. .

8. Resolutions of the Madras Provincial Co-operative Con-
ferences. —A Coliection of the resolutions of all the 14 Annual Provincial
- Co-operative Conferences arranged according to various subjects and
institutions. 45 pages Single cypy As 4. Per dozen Rs 2.

9. Reduction of Agricultural Indebtedness—debate on a resolu-
tion on the subject brought forward by the Hon’ble Mr. V. Ramadas
Pantulu in the Council of State on 24th February 1927, 25 pages. Single
copy As. 2. Per Dozen Re. 1.

For copies apply to:
The Madras Provincial Co-operateve Union, Ltd.,
ROYAPETTAH
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THE SALEM DISTRICT URBAN BANK LIMITED.
Annual Meeting of the Members held on
A 27th November 1927.
SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT, MR. ADINARAVANA CHETTIAR,
Bar-aT-Law, w '

This Bank has eutered on its twentieth year and it is fitting that
I should say a few words at the commencement of this meeting as we
have assembled here to-day, the leading co-operators of the District.

The comparative statement printed as part of the report already
circulated to you will show that we have made considerable progress
since 1908. Many of you, older co-operators, will easily realise that the
conditions obtaining then were far different from those obtaining to-day.
The Registrar then guided our every move. ‘The Departmental
Inspector not ouly saw to the actual disbursement of the loan but
helped the District Bank to collect the same. The District Bank was
then solely concerned with the work of tapping the local resources. It
was then possible to establish intimate touch between the Ceuntral Bank
and the societies, .nay, often with the individual members of primary
societies. But now all that is changed. The personal toucl has had
to go, naturally with the vast expansion. Mechanisation has set in and

. to add to these the Government has practically withdrawn from super-

vision and has left the Central Banks to their resources—rather suddenly
and at a time when théy have not yet built up a parallel supervising
agency. Hence the need to take stock of and plan out a course for the
jinmediate future so that our district may obtain the full benefits of
this great world-movement. _

We know the co-operative hierarchy now consists of (1) Primary
‘societies, (2) Supervising Unious and (3) the Financing Central Banks.
The burning question now is “Is there any recessity for a fourth
institution such as a Federation? Will it be really a fourth or the
fifth wheel cloggiﬁg the progress of the car? If a Federation is
desirable, what should be its constitution? Should it be an institution
which should ignore the Central Bank altogether and completely take
up its inspection and supervision work, or should it be a composite
body consisting of representatives of Unions as well as of Individual
Members of tHe Central Bank ? s the new body to work as a sort of
rival to the Central Bank in which case it will be a source of mischief,
or as a duplication of the Financing Bank, in which case it will be a
Harmful superfluity ?

These are the questions which are exercising our mind just now;
but what is even more to the point, are exercising the minds of an
expert Conimittee on Co-operation. Under these circumstances, I

3 ~



178 THE MADRAS BULLETIN OF CO-OPERATION.
would ask you to come to no hasty decision but to await the conclusions
of the Committee which are expected to be published early in 1928, I
warn you that any hasty decision on your part, hustled thereto by a
few interested plopagandxsts who do not scruple to attack the District
Bank in a cowardly manner behind its back, will make you repent for
the same and set back the clock of progress in this district with dire
economic consequences to the poverty -stricken ryots. Closely alhed to
the question of Federation, at least in this District, is the question of
the elimination of the Individual Shareholder. He has been painted
by some as an avaricious dividend-grabber, completely oblivious to the
welfare of the ryots in the villages. He is pictured as overshadowing
all other interests. But I ask you to place your hands on your hearts
- and say whether this description is anywhere near the truth ? Analyse
the attendance at the Annual Meetings where alone by-law amend-
ments and final disposal of financial questions can be discussed or
adopted. The attendance and hence the voting strength of the- rural
representatives will be found to be somewhere about ten to one. And
further, the individual member, his intelligence, his status, his influence
—do these count for nothing ? Whatever may be the inclination of a few
self-constituted apostles of co-operation in this District, investors and
the general public may take courage from the fact that ueither the
Department not the Committee on Co-operation nor the. wrtnesses who

gave evidence before the Comunittee have 'dared to propose’ ‘the annihi-

lation of this hated individual shareholder

Some witnesses who gave evidence . before the Committee . on
Co-operation in this District waxed eloquent on some of the serious
mistakes and misdeeds of this Bank. ,

Briefly they are :— - T .”s ‘

(1) That there are mordmate delays in accommodatmg socretles
with loans. .

(2) That the administration of the District Bank is inimical to
the interests of rural societies.
. (3) That the District Bank is obstructive—whatever w was meant
by this big word, and

(4) That inspection cant be effectively done by Unions aud the
Federation and by them alone.

As regards charges 1 to 3, Messrs. Hon'ble V. Ramadas, G. K Deva-
dhar and Stocker, after a searching inspection of the Bank’s records
extending to over two hours, came to the couclusion that the above
allegations were absolutely false and that there has been not one
igstance in which the District Bank had failed to look after the interests
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of the rural sociéties. One witness, when confronted with the question
“ Can you substantiate these allegations” had to confess “delays used
to occur 3 or 4 years back.”

The last cdhtentron of our critics merits a more detarled considera-
tioh even at the risk of tiring )our patience. .

A critical pubhc is never dxsposed to take a man on lns mere words
especially when they have to entrust their hard-earned moneys to his
care. . Naturally - they ask, tall talk apart, what is your past record in
this direction so that he can judge whether you are capable of doing all
that you promise to do.

Thanks to the sagacity and foresight of Rao Bahadur A. Vedachala
Aiyer, there was a Federation actually working in this District although
it was then known as the District Council of Supervision. It had every
favourable circumstance for working. “There was money. There was
expert guidance. The Financing Bank wished it well and the area
was compact What led to its decline and death ? How was it that
these self—same self- constrtuted apostles of rural co-operation saw
to it that this™ mstxtutlon died an unnatural death and drove the
District Inspector away,  bécause he mconvemently exposed the
serious faults of these very apostles who, in spite of their tall-talk,
manage their own societies in contravention of all the accepted
canons of houest co-operation.

Some of you might explain this is all in the dead past; but what
of the present? I have culled before you a few irregularities out of
htindreds which have been brought to light by the out-door staff of this
Bank during the last few weeks. So this is modern history—modern
with a véngance.

Administration of some of the Unions.
: * : * * *

...... Union :—The GdVgrnixrg Body exists only in name. The mem-
bers never care to visit the societies entrusted to their charge. Some of th
societies deliberately allotted to them are 15 miles from their residence.
The President attended only two out of the 8 meetings. Very little
attempt is mate to put into force the resolutions that are passed. (Vide
resolution for rectification of societies dated 6—7—1927). The Senior
Supervisor does not verify even the postings of accounts and yet he
has prepared the annuval statements. ‘The Supervisors lack the general
knowledge of even the elements of Supervision. Liability registers are
not maintained and even if maintained, not posted up-to-date. A clerk
on Rs. 25 is maintained by the Union, -and the clerk is no other than
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the Secretary of the Union. The majority of the societies are working
at aloss, yet all of them maintain clerks. Cases sent for arbitration to
the Union are returned to the societies without sufficient reasons. This
was so with regard to one of the Governing Body Members of the Union
whose case was sent for arbitration on 13—11—1925 but was returned
to the society without affything being done. This is still unrecovered
and the Gentleman continues to be a Governing Body Member,

Extensions, I am informed, are advised by a letter of the President
of the Union, to be granted to the defanlters without even realising the
overdue interest,

...... Union :—The working of the Union has become chaotic. None
of the Governing Body Members has taken any intetest to improve the
societies. Loan applications are returned to the societies with some
remarks or other. No Governing Body Meeting was held since April
1927. The Union was without a Supervisor for 8 months. Tappals are

not even opened. Registers and account books are badly kept. 16 out
of 18 Societies are inactive.

Thus it will be noticed that the ideal of the Unions themselves
supervising their societies, however well-sounding on principle, has
failed so far in this district. If the Pauchayatdars of Primary societies
are well versed in the correct principles of co-operation and are above
the temptation of seeking their own good and display altruism, this
ideal would work. But it is a well-known fact that most of the Panch-
ayatdars are ignorant of the right principles of co-operation and that in
many cases they have neglected to perform their self-imposed duties to
say the least of it. It is also a well-known fact that tle majority of the
Unious in this District are working unsatisfactorily, while some are not
working atall. Thus until co-operative education has been carried to
the farthest corners of the district, nay, to the very doors of the rural
Panchayatdars, to preach about the immediate attainment of “ Co-oper-
ative Swaraj” must be an idle dream. Iam no pessimist.© But
progress must be on well-ordered lines and any steps towards advance
must contain in themselves the guarantees of sustained life and contin-
1ity.

Therefore any agency you propose for carrying on educative pro-
paganda—even ifit be a District Federation—must meet with approval
although any proposal to deprive the Financing Bank of its power of
control must be stoutly opposed, S
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. Great leaders of the movement like Sir Lallubhai Samaldas,
experienced administrators like Dewan Baha(?ur R. Rama.chand'ra Row
and Rao Bahadur A. Vedachala Aiyer, feading non-.ofﬁmals .hke Rao
BAhadur V. Venkata Chariar, Rao Bahadur B.alakrlsht‘la Aiyer, Rao
Bahadur N. Krishnasamy Ayengar, Sir T. Desika Chariar, afld actual
workers in the field like Rao Sahib M. S: Seshachala Aiyer - and
Mr. V. R. Srinivasan ot Kumbakonam and Mr. V. C .Rangasal}w., and
Rao Sahib T Srinivasa Rao have reiterated their opinion that it is the
financing bank aund the financing bank alone that shonld be entrusted
with the work of supervision. By supervision I do nqt mean 11}1d}1e
interference with the internal management of the primary socx.etles
which must be the legitimate function of the local supervising union.

I am tempted to quote here’ in extenso’ the opinions of these
eminent co-operators but I have no time. Moreover th'ey have .been
published in the daily press and will be soon available in the printed

report of the “ Comimittee.” . o ‘

If I have persuaded you that as things in .the .dxétn.ct are at
present the financing bank should continu.e to  retain within its ha.nds
the power of supervision and inspection, it is our duty n'ext to Teview
the steps the District bank has so far taken towards dlscha.rgmg its
onerous duties and to examine what other or further steps it has to

take.
The bank has entertained 6 Inspectors so far atthe rate of one

Inspector for 2 taluks. But the reports and inspection not.es that a;re
regularly coming in from the field staff lfa‘ve to be iiealt with by T.le
existing clerical staff of the bank in addition ?o their regular routine
duties. Naturally delays occur in dealing with these -reports by the
Bauk. It may be that one Inspector reports that there is a heavy cash
balancé retained by the President of a society and that he.suspects the
balance is sought to be disposed off by. means of a benaml' loan.. The
Inspéctor suggests that a stiff but fr1e1.1d1y letter of advice n?lght 11>e
issued to the President atounce. Butifhis report can b? dealt with only
after a lapse of weeks or months, the very ‘ob_]e.ct of havmg.an'expensx.ve
field staffis frustrated. A co-ordinating, if no?a controlling, senior
inspector must be entertained in the bax.lk to d}rect the movemgnti
and programraes of the field staff, to examiie their reports, to sugdgesf
suitable action to the Executive Committee and Fo th‘e Boa.r o
Management and to direct an inspec.tor to any: particular spot if anz{
information has to be urgently or specially obtame'd. Some1 1ntefesﬁe

people have sought to misrepresent mat!:ers by StaFlflg’ that the DlstucI:
Bank field staff has to supersede the Umor} Sltperv1511}g St:.ff or 'to wor

in antagonism to them. Hence, I take this opportunity of assuring you
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* that this is absolutely untrue. The field staff are to supplement and not
to supplant the staff of the Unions who have always complained that
they have not enough financial resources of their own to maintain an
efficient staff themselves and the clear terms of the Circular sent toall
the Unions last September, and the explicit written instructions issued
to the Bank’s field staff- must convince you all that the Bank’s staff is
to supplement the Union staff and when necessary to teach them and
guide them. ' ' :

I should take this opportunity of mentioning here that the
manager ‘of a central bank dealing with five hundred institutions and
with nearly a quarter of a crore of rupees must be a well-paid and
efficient individual. Itis better you make up your mind to part with
something between 200 to 300 rupees a month to Ssecure an efficient
executive officer. T assure you it will be the best possible instrument. -

One other thing I must mention here although I am sorry I have
to doit. I must state that the relations between the Bank and "the
Departinent were not good for some time. Some of the officers, for
purposes mnot easily understandable, seem to have misrepresented
matters to their head with the result that the acts done by this
bank and its staff in good faith were misrepresented as deliberate
acts of wanton antagonism. But now that things have cleared up;
it is hoped that the relationship hereafter will be harmonious and it
will, indeed, be a wonder if it were not harmonious seeing that the end
both the officials and the non-officials have in view, is the same, namely,
the prosperity of the ryots. I have left myself little. time to deal with
the various items included in the long agenda which is before us at
the meeting. But a word or two about some of the more important
items may not be out of place here.

Foremost in importance, I would place the question of the reduc-
tion of the rate of interest ou loans to rural societies. I know I would
easily win great popularity by proposing a great reduction at once  and
I wish I could conscientiously earn that popularity. A reduction in
the rate of interest is most certainly due, nay, somewhat overdue. But
‘what is the safe limit ? Is it advisable to pass on the whole one per cent
reduction we have obtained from the Apex Bank to the rural societies,
as some of the amendments given notice of by some of my friends
would wish ? I leave the answer entirely in your hands. But this much
[ am bound to tell you. The Apex bank in deciding on one per cent
reduction has distinctly stated that the whole of this is not to be passed
to the rural societies but a sufficient margin must be retained by the
District Bank to strengthen its field and higher supervision staff,
Otherwise it threatens to cut away this concession and that this is not
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an idle threat would be clear to you from the fact that at the meeting
of the last Executive Committee (19—11—27) it has actually resolved
to do so in the case of a certain bank which has sought to get rom}d
the above condition. My request to you therefore is to'be modest i
your demands and mnot to sacrifice efficiency for the §ake of glleap
popularity. Moreover, is the real need of the co-operative movement
to-day only reduction of rate of interest on loans ? 'Are tl}e grave def.ects
now found in societies—a few of which I have tried 'to indicate a little
while ago—connected inany way with this alleged high rate of interest
to the ptimary society or to the primary borrower ? C.an any oue_prese.nt
here come forward to give an assurance that, given a su.bstanh.al
reduction of rate interest, these great defects will disappear like mist
before the rising sun ?

In . conclusion, I request you that in voting on the many 111attF:rs
that will be placed before you for your decision, uot to. be' carried
away by ideas of small and immediate benefits but to ha.ve in v1e.w (.mly
the good of the movement.. If you can take .that view, artificially
created and industriously exploited, clash of interest between the
central bank and the rural societies or the problem of rural co-operator
vefsus the Individual co-operator will vanish at once and .the false
teachers of co-operation who seek to attain selfish . ends or desire F:he’ap‘
popiilarity by giving wrong education or by talking -to 1gf101jant ryoFs
about rights, carefully omitting all refereuces to duties, will find their

occupation gomne. ‘ |

" The movement has expanded quantitatively. Soon this Bank will
be unwieldy of management and the question ‘of one or t'w.o brallcl}es
as in Bombay Presidency will become a practical proposition. W’lt!l,
expénsiou will arise the need of more workers, “ co-operative missi-
onaries” as my friend Dewan Bahadur R. Ramachandra Rao would
persist in calling them. Many of you- perhaps do not know that we
have in this District, to-day, a large number of educated and cultured
men—men of wealth and leisure who have offered themselyes for co-ope-
rative service. But if some of you are going on stumping the wl.lole
district with no other object than that of levelling false charges aga{nst
the District Bank of which you are yourselves Directors .:md attacklxlg
that institution vilely (and carefully behind its back) and'm season z?.n.d
out of season and scatter undeserved abuse on Self-sacr.lﬁcqlg. indivi-,
duals who have come forward to do gratuitous service, is it to .be
expected that sensitive men will come fm:ward and render that service
which they are so competent and so anxious to render and for whose

co-operation our cause will be all the better ?
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. CORRESPONDENCE.
MORTGAGES'AND ATTACHMENTS.

Mr. M. S. "Kailas i
ot nOt(lj\ItOStheKaK/}:;j; Ils;irl,lesttisrclre(ta;zé 6’1(;m;va1uT Urban Bank, states in his
“attachments are made by civil courtg i; execﬁtigrlleolfs il\;irzfesA Z§USt 11927;) iy
Revetnue Department for arrears of Land Revenue.” These a:ve fs y Fhe
publx.cly so as to enable co-operative sccieties to avoid creating an me tnOtlhed
security after atlachment aga'nst such attached prope;i ; ’ i{y euegosts a
.rer'nedst by asking the civil courts as well as talug ofﬁcer: to ff et
intimation «f such cases to the Sub-Registrars who should in(;’lve 1? regu}'ar
other er:cutr)nbrances to grant certificates. The remédyusu"ge:fedt di)r?s w;tol}
appear to be practicable. In the first place, such attachme;t noti “
f}?::]mE;aI;ii}Sl p(ilr‘rlxll:nent on the p'roperty to entitle the Sub-Regist::: taorsi:n(;l:kt’
g g se notices will get cancelled when the dues are met

V‘Vh.en such notices are cancelled, withdrawals should also be sent to the S .
l\egls.tr.ar and indexed. Attachments of immovable property wi en .foft 'e Dby
t‘he c‘1v11 court or the Revenue Department are always notiﬁZd ll) 'nd : ec'ted'by
tlon.m the village or in the Gazette. It is the duty of ever : d'ue e
ox;lt. 1lf ax;ly s:uch a;]ttachments are subsisting in any properiyyor?i;;t;;erc:fitfnoi
which he intends to advance any money. A co—opemti've soci i :
and a special privilege in this respec!. ci i o Sh('m}d i
exp.erieng:ed can be anply met if the xf)illage ll\illixtn:itf 1:1(;2;’:3: n:az fthethd]mcuu'y
cation of attachment notices of immovable property by t{ie :’ y il e
1{e\(enue Department is asked to notify such attachments to the ’(V:‘ Court‘ o
Society. The latter will then refrain form advancing any lca }‘:'Operatl‘ve
of such property till the attachment is raised. AR on fhe seaurity

If the Civil Court attaches a property already mortgaged to the society th
atta'tchment. and sale of such property will not extinguish the claim lefy the
society owing to its having a prior lien on the property. In the case of Ro" e
Sal.es, however, the land is sold free from encumberauces. He - enEe
society should be careful to pay up the State dues itself or ;o h nc’? t'e
by the borrower and to see that the property is not brought to sale e paid

A. VEDACHALAM.

UNIONS AND SUPERVISORS.

S'bjeglt?l;eference to your article in the Bulletin dated july 1927 én the
i of Unions and Supervi i ] soe S )
as follows:— pervisors, I wish to offer my opinions about the same

i {)n Decen?ber -1924 an article was published by me in the * Sahakary " on
Céi z?l.oxtre subJ.ect in Whlf:h I already pointed out that supervisors cannot but be
< cilia ory Wllth the Union directors in functioning their duties, and to explain
is capaciously it is fundamental i i admi ;
iy al to deliberate the rfaa.hty of adminstration of
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We are not paying proper attention regarding the sternness of policy of
the society Panchayat and also the way of making them integrally lucrative.

These co-operative societies bave been ‘organised with the idea that the
secretariat are consonant with serving for the people. We have to observe
keenly the sentiment of the Panchayat which is the fouudation of these societies.
Persons of high educational qualifications do not at all live in villages and it is
only scriviners that are available in the villages. Traders and bankers will
not join the societies, and if at all they do so, they always work with pretended
philanthrophy. The following are some of the expressions of some of the
secretariat ;—

After having organised the society, collected the share capiial, sent them
to banks, held responsibility for giving lcans and bore patiently the insults and
toils in collecting them, are we to give the pence saved to the supervisor and
beg the banks for money, all the scrivener’s duaty in this bank ours? Is this not
a futile duty? My interest in this goes so far as you get me alcan.

2. Do these directors who come, one from this village and the other from
another and draw their T A’s, give loans to the societies, and collect them ?

3. If the panchayat were to jadge and give loans, and authorities collect
them, then is this our function, one of giving and begging for the same ?

4. Ts the horse to enjoy the harvest got by the bull’s labour ?

5. Let the paid suapervisor come and look to the records, not we !

Such is the jocular trea‘ment givem to this movement by the secretariat.

Secre’aries muast well undersiand the rules and do their duties regularly
for which it is neccessary that they should be given enough remuneration in the

shape of reward and sufficient encouragement.

The Union Directors:—As is already pointed out in " Hemingway’'s
Mamual ”’, societies must well convince the people dividing this work among
themselves,

Tirst of all the Union directors must be trained for a period every year, by
the department. This is not necessary in the year when the directors do not

change.

#A11 transactions should be in vernacular.

A supetvisor having given the real reports about a secretary feels it very
difficult to go to that village. Union directors can discharge t he two duties,
Executive and Administrative. They flare that unless they give a true report,
their honor will be hurt. So being wise and influential, they can boldly give a

free report in the meeting.
Unions can never assume their real shape unless truth and sternness flourish.

“But since more valuable are the visits and inspections of Union
governing body members themselves, such men are ordinarily the best known
and most respected of the Co-operators in the locality and they naturally
command great influence Wwith the societies. Excellent results have been
obtained by these inspectiohs." (Vide Page 25." 'Part 11, Hemingway's Manual.)

4
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Co-operation will not be in a Aourishing condition unless some wise men
work for it sincerely all through their lives.

. As there is no objection for a representative of a bad society to get
himself seated in the Union Directorate there is every possibility of this man,
turning the matters worse. No paid supervisor nor the superior staff can cure
this,

A rule for the candidature of the directorate cf the Union needs to be framed

X3 .
as follows:—" Only the represen’ative of a scciety which has more or less
percenlage of overdues and which is reported to be satisfactorily working on
the fundamental principles of co-operation should be elected as a director
in the Union.”

This I think is only a modification or rather an elaboration of the Union
bylaw No. 15 which refers only to the personal qualifications of the re.
presentative.

¥f it is ambition to put into execution the real spirit of self-government with
the aid of co-operation, the éxecutive bodies of both the Unions and Societies
should be such as to exert themselves personally in the field of co-operation, but

1
should not rely on the reports of a paid servant having the appellation of a
supervisor. »

Moreover the directorate is apt to be easy when there is a paid servant to
work for them.

‘ So, my humble opinion about the matter is to request to consider the
circumstances and facts stated above with a broad view of co-operation, and

» . 3 ’
to equip the Union with a peon and a clerk. Further, I emphatically urge to
encourage the executive body of the societies so that the foandation of co-opera-

tion may be strongly laid.
“A CO-OPERATOR",

Arasavalli.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
CO-OPERATION.*

Dears Sirs,

It is with great pleasure that I venture to enclose herewith a copy of ' the
Annual Report of the Erode Christian Co-operative Union Ltd., for 192627
and I do most earnestly request you on behalf of the Union éoverning Body
members to be so good as to go through the report with a view to find out the
n.eeds of both the Adi-Dravida Co-operative Societies and the Adi-Dravida
village settlements connected with the Union, so that your visit to this Unjon
area of operations may prove a means of great help and encou;agement and
enabl.e us also to solve some of the difficult problems which we are facing to-da
especially after having 1aken up the village-settlement work. Considering thz
.ext-reme poverty and other disabilities of the Adi-Dravidas of the Erode Taluk
1t_ls an undoubted fact that we cannot make the village-settlements a success’

*Copy of letter from the Erode Christi i
‘ - 1 tian Co-operative Unijon to the memb
Commiittes on Co-operation on the eve of their visit recently. - " o8 of the
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without the whole-hearted co-operation and timely assistance of all true
co-operators, The task of uplifting the members of the depressed classes is a
magnificent one though it be a tremendously difficult piece of work. There are
several discouraging features no doubt, but we have a strong hope that such
difficulties and hindrances will pass away before long and that the greater the
task, the greater will be the accomplishment ; and so the members of the Union
Governing Body would be really glad and feel very grateful if yoar Committee
would try to do what you think best for our Union and the above-said
Adi-Dravida village settlements.
G. GNANAMUTHU,
Hon. Secretary,

The Christian Co-operative Union, Erode.

REGISTRAR'’S CIRCULARS.
. XI
Subject :—Poultry farming and Co-operative egg supply.
(Dis. G. 304127 dated 23rd September 1927.)

One of the resolutions passed in the First Indian Poultry Conference held
in Calcutta in December 1926 was that “ Co.operative Sccieties in India should
be approached with a definite scheme for marketing Poultry and Poultry
products”. Poultry farming on a large scale for egg production is probably
impracticable at present in view of the limited scattered markets which are now

"recetving an ample supply of cheap small stale eggs but there is a scope for
organising co-operative societies which will replace the existing supply: and
increase the demand by putting on the market in gradually increasing quantities

more eggs, bigger eggs and fresher eggs.

2. The egglaying capacity of the ordinary Indian fowls is very low
compared with that of English fowls, In India, hens lay 40 or 50 eggs
weighing 1} to 1% ozs. each a year against 200 or more of 2 ozs. each in Europe.
Obviously, it is better to keep a hen that will lay 20 Ibs. of eggs in a year than
one which will give 4 Ibs. It has also been proved time after time that 2 or 3
of the well-known breeds will thrive well in India and that certain crosses witl
also give good results if they are properly looked after: butitis no use
expecting to get this advantage without some small outlay and trouble. No hen
can be expected to do its duty if it is not properly fed and it is absurd
to expect fowls to make an effort if they spend half their time in a
black hole from which they are dragged out in the morning.  They
require attention, proper housing, fresh air andfood justas any other
animal does. And any such care bestowed on them is far more than
repaid by the extra harvest of eggs. At present, it can hardly be <aid
that the villager helps fowls. He allows a few fowls to live in his

He puts them for safety into a hole at night and drags them out in

premises.
If with a little

the morning. He collects and sells the eggs they produce.

-
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care and attention and a small outlay he can produce three or four times the
number of eggs and eggs which will command a better price, it is well worth

whfle to .give the necessary facilities to obtain the fowls and the instructions
which will enable him to increase his income from this side-line,

.3. The first step should be therefore to introduce into villages a better
~strain of fowls and to get rid of all the inferior animals now snatching up the
food that should go to their betters. Where can be difficulty about gettingp the
better poultry for there isa poultry farm at Coimbatore which is prepared to
supply any number of villages who have the enterprise to take it up. Batitis
necessary to carry on an intensive propaganda by encouraging the members of
co-?peratlve societies to obtain from Coimbatore pure bred cocks and replace
their present fowls by half-bred stock from pure bred cocks and country hens,

4'. It is not enough if more eggs and bigger eggs are produced. What is
of prime importance is that they should reach the consumer fresh. It is
possible if a number of individuals in various villages round about ;narket
centres will keep hardy fowls which can lay a reasonable number of big e
and will combine together in a co-operative scciety, engage a man to go grougfs
daily, collect the eggs, put the society’s date-stamp and proprietory mark
them as a guarantee of freshness and take them to nearest market. But t}?n
must be honestly done. There must be no private selling by the eg.g colle tls
and no losing the money collectéd with the old story of broken eggs 5 Oc;
way-side tflllieves, and there must be no marking of stale eggs, for ginc: na
customer finds an old egg withan ¢ i iety’ it wi
s also'gg ew date on it, ’fle society’s credit will fall and

5. It is desirable to organise co-operative egg production and® « 1
societies in the neighbourhood of principal markets to collect the eggs rbdx; 3 s
by their members and sell them fresh. Deputy and Assistant RegistI;ars a
therefore requested to investigate the possibilities of organising such soci :}fe
in the neighbourhood of big towns and submit proposals for their registratioiles

e s
XI1 . .
No. B. 2447(27 dated 12¢th Nov. 1927, )
Subject :—Loan and Sale societies—1loans for the construction of
ries or godowns—Plans and estimates. > g
. In rule 3 governing the grant of State loans to Co-operative societies for the
coxfstruqtion of godowns or granaries, it has been laid down that plans and
estimates for the construction of such godowns must be sabmitted t B;E
Registrar of Co-operative Societies, by the soclety requiring the loan foro h‘e
previous approval. It is desirable that the produce stored in such ’odo "
should be preserved from damage by vermin and to ensure that the ga t
proof and rat-free ; the following conditions must be observed in d g o poul
plans and specifications. ' Tawfng up the
(1) The floor should be at a level not less than 3 feet above round
putside the building and should consist of Cuddapah' slabs or stone slagso;:a.?d

a small platform all round the godown on to which rats cannot climb. The
projecting slab should be continuous all round the building and not interrupted
at the doors. The slab for the portion under the wall and projeciing beyond
the wall should be no less than 3” thick to minimise the chance of its being
subsequently broken off. ] "

(2) A strip of " mesh expanded metal 1’6" wide should be laid in the
concrete under the flooring slab at the junction of the floor and the wall, 9"
projecting into the wall under the slab and 9" over the concrete under the slab.
The object of this is to prevent the common practice of rats boring a hole into
the room at the junction of the concrete and the wall.

(3) All windows and ventilators should be high up and covered with 3
mesh expanded metal to be closed by bar or staples and the bottom corners of
the doors to be protected by thin iron gusset plates. The door should consist
of two hinged shutters closing into rebates in the door frames. Doors consist-
ing of a number of loose planks held in position by a bar and staples should

not be used.
(4) All openings between wall and roof should be covered by %" expand-

ed metal,
(5) The walls should if possible be constructed of brick cr stone in
chunam or cement and should be plastered.
(6) But if the walls are of corrugated iron, these should be embedded in

3

chunam or cement.
" (7) In order to prevent rats gaining access 1o the godowns, no steps

wooden or otherwise should be attached to the projecting platform or to the
verandah.

If the above provisions are not effectively carried out in the building, the
Co-operative Department should carry them out departmentally and recover the
cost from the scciety and lcans will be granted only on this condition. The
societies applying for the lcans may be asked to amend their. by-laws similar to
by-lzaw 39 of Building Societies to conform to the last condition.

e, e

X111 »
No. C. 2994/27, dated 22nd November 1927.
¥
* Subject :—Supervision fund—Credit and non-credit Sccieties—Payment
of—Amendment to model bylaws.

With a view to bring about uniformity in the matter of levy of supervision
fund by audit unions and local supervising unions from the credit and non-
credit societies affiliated to them, the following amendments to the model bylaws
of the unions and societies are suggested and Deputy Registrars are requested
to see that these are carried out at the earliest opportunity :— .
Bylaw 10 of audit unions and supervising unions. ot
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Recast as follows : —

13 . .

i Thq union sl}all ‘be authorised to levy each year from credit societies
affiliated to it a.contnbutlon‘at a rate not exceeding 8 annas on every sum of
interest e:arned in the preceding year by each such society on every Rs. 100 of

cans to its members and fIO{]l non-credit sccieties such sum as may be fixed by
;he governing body of the union. If, however, any dispute arises as regards the
ﬁgv%,”the matter shall be referred to the Registrar and his decision shall be

nal, .

Bylaw 37 of credit societies.
Recast 2nd sentence as follows ;—

Towar'ds the expenses of such union, the society shall contribute at a
rate not exceeding 8 annas on every sum of interest earned by it in the preced-
ing year on every Rs. 100 of lcans to members *.

) ]?ylaw 36 of Stores societies and corresponding bylaw of other non-credit
societles,

Recast 2nd sentence as follows :—

f Towards the expenses of such union, the society shall contribute such
sum as is ﬁxeq vy the Governing Body of the union. If any dispute arises
between the society and the union in regard to the amount levied, the matter
shall be referred to the Registrar and his decision shall be final. ’

—
,

GOVERNMENT ORDERS.
G. O. No. 2001 (Development) 26th November 1927.

Co-operative Societies—Non-credit activities—D
s—Development—Progress—
June to September 1927—Press communique issued. P ¢

[Co-operative movement in the Madras Presidency—P
¢ vem —Progres .
ment of non-credit activities.] y gress of develop

Durmg.the months of June to September 1927, 31 societies of varied types
were organized. These were distributed among the several districts as
follhovsfs: 3 cptton trading unions, a fishermen co-operative society, 2 irrigation
societies, a silk weavers’ society and a cattle-breeding scciety in’ the Kistna
district; a lcanand <ale society in the Bellary district; an arbitration scciety
and a loan.and sale society in the North Arcot district; a weavers’ purchase
and sale_ society, 2 loan and sale societies and an itrigation society in the South
Ar(;ot district; 2 loan and cale society in the Anantapur district; a co-operative
agn.cultu‘ral develogment society in the Salem district; a co-operati’ve agricultural
sociely in tl}e Trichinopoly districl; 4 milk supply societies and a cattle
insurance society in the Chingleput district, a khaddar spinning and weaving
co-gperatlve society in the Vizagapatam district; a weavers’ production and sale
society aud an agricultural demonstration scciety in the Nellore district: 2
_societies fo.r bellmeial makers and brass metal makers in the Cuddapah distri’ct'
a co-operative stores in the Tinnevelly district and a pepper vine growers’ salé
society and a basket makers’ co-operative society in the district of South Kanara.

2. During the period under review, 8 societies were reorganised or revived :
a woodcutters’ society in each of the two districts of Madura and Tinnevelly’
and the Bhavani carpet weavers’ co-operative scciety in the district of Coim-
batore were .revived- The Rekalakunta Christian Co-operative Society in the
Cuddapah district was reorganised as a forest coupe co-operative society. Among
the other societies reorganized were the Uttiramerur co-operative trading union
in the district of Chingleput, a fruit-growérs’ co-operative society, a labourers’
society and a loan and sale society in the Tinnevelly district. ’
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DISTRICT NEWS.
Co-operative Societies—Assistance.

(Instructions issued by the Collector of Ramnad
to all Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars,)
L. Dis. 7501—27 dated 29th August 1927,

I

The Secretary of the Madura-Ramnad District Co-operative Federation
brings to my notice that he is engaged in the work of expansion and consolida-
tion of the Co-operative movement in the districts of Madura and Ramnad
and wants to secure the advice and sympathy of the Tahsildars, Dy. Tahsildars
and Revenue Inspectors. Please render him necessary assisiance.

2. He also wants to obtain certain statistics from the Karnams' village
accounts. If he can collect this through his own men without asking the
Tahsildars to do it, or summoning the Karnams outside their villages, there
seems to be no objection. Please issue necessary instructions in the matter to
the Village Officers accordingly. ‘

II

L. Dis 2948—27 dated 3rd September 1927.

REFERENCE :—Letter dated 1--9—1927 from the Secretary of the Madura.—
Ramnad District Co-operative Federation, Madura.

Para 1 of the above letter is communicated to the Tahsildars and Deputy
Tahsildars for information and guidance.

2. The officers concerned will render all necessary assistance not
incompatible with the execution of their regular duties. ‘

Extract of paragraph 1 of letter dated 1st September *27 from the Secre’ary,
The Madura-Ramnad Digtrict Co-operative Federation, Ltd., Madura, to the
Collector of Ramnad at Madura.

As Secretary of the Madura-Ramnad District Co-operative Federation, I
am ir;charge of the work of expansion and consolidation of the co-operative
movement in the Districts of Madura and Ramnad. The work involves,
amongst others, a careful study of the economic condition of the ryot population
and an intensive educative propaganda in villages of the principles of co-cpe’
ration. The officers engaged in the work naturally require the assistance and
co-operation of all revenue officers, particularly the Village Officers. I and the
Special Committee in charge of the work shall feel obliged if you can, by means
of a circular, instruct your Tahsildars, Deputy Tahsildars, Revenue Inspectors
and Village Officers to furnish me and the Special Supervisors employed on the
work with all the available information with them when asked for. T shall
take care to see that their time and energy are not unnecessarily taxed.

Srese——
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Instructions issued by the
South Arcot District Co-operative Banking Union
to the Inspector of the Bank.

1. The Inspector should submit his diaries fortnightly; first forinight
before the 20th, and second fortnight before the 5th of next month.

2. The programme for the month will be settled beforehand by the
Secretary of the Bank. In no case the Inspector should ordinarily deviate from
the programme so arranged unless previous permission to do so is obtained.

3. Ordinarily the chief work of the Inspector will be collection of
overdaes. But the Bank has the right to direct the Inspector for rectification
of bad sccieties also.

4. When the Inspector attends to collection work in a particular village
or a society, he should note the following items of work and shall submit to the
Bank soon after the Inspection of the society, an Inspection report in the
manner indicated below:—

(+) He should see that the society tries to send the overdues of Principal
and interest due to the District Bank.

(6) In order to carry out the above, he should try to meet all the
members of the society who have heavy overdues and if practicable to convene
a General Body meeting and read before them the overdue list. He must
instil into the minds of the members the necessity of keeping up the obligations
of the Bank as also the consequences, if that is not fulfilled,

(c) The cash balance of the society should invariably be asked to be
produced and verified with reference to the balance in the cash book. Any
amount exceeding Rs. 5 should be made to be remitted to the Bank on the spot
immediately, If the cash balance is not produced, a statement to that effect
should be obtained from the concerned office-bearer of the society, and a special
report should be submitted to the Bank immediately.

In cases where heavy cash balance is sought to be retained for more than
a month, the office-bearer must be made to pay penalty at the rate of 3 pies per
rupee per month and the amount credited in the books of the society,

(d) If a General Body Meeting could not be convened, at least a

panchayat meeting may be held and glaring defects in the working of the
society should be brought to their notice.

{e) Collections made from members during his stay must be made to be
remitted to the Bank before the Inspector leaves for another. He should see
firstly, that the society remits the overdue interest to the District Bank.

5. The Inspector should make it a point to stay sufficiently long in the
village to attend to collection work Members of societies, most of them being
agriculturists, the best time to meet them will be during nights. :

6. In addition to the above items of work, whenever the Inspector attends
to collection work, he should make it a point to examine the condition of the
society in respect of (1) whether the bonds secured from members of the
societies are genuine and sound ; (2) whether the panchayatdars are defaulters
and if so, reconstitution should be resorted to: (3) whether defects pointed out
in the previous year’s audit order have been rectified ; (4) whether the property
statement has been revised for the year.

7. In carrying out the above, the Inspector should not be unduly harsh,
but must evince sympathy and co-operative spirit, giving a friendly guidance to
the societies.

.
O————
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THE LATE SIR P. RAJAGOPALACHARIAR.
Some Personal Reminiscences.
By MR. T. ADINARAYANA CHETTIAR, BAR-AT-LAW.

With the death of Sir Perungavoor Rajagopalachariar there h‘as
passed away a most notable figure from our midst. He was a'statesxflan
whose abilities were unique even in a province which has given bfrth
to many statesmen whose genius has not only contributed to the efficient
administration of many brancles of the Provincial Government but also
has left an indelible mark in the history of many a great Indian Stat.e
in Northern India. If I atn asked to summarise the characteristics. of tl.us
great man in one word, that word would be “ commonsense.” Give him
any situation—he was ready with his advice and the future would prove
hig advice was the best. His second great quality was tact. This he
possessed to an extent which enabled him to spccessfully overcome
forces ranged against him many a time in his l?zlg and br:lha.nt
official career. The third, and for my present purpose his last charz.xc.te:rls-
tic, was his intense patriotism. I know some of my f.ellow polxtx.czans
who knew him only superficially would grudge him this last-mentioned
quality but having intimately known him for a que.lrt.er of a century, I
have no hesitation in saying he was eminently patriotic.

T'hese are qualities any one of which would lift a man above bhis
peers. But a happy ,combination of all the three helped to .make the
career of Sir P. Rajagopalachari a brilliant one. The present is not .the
time nor the pages of the *“Bulletin” the place for attempting a life-
sketth and the Editor has asked me only to set down a few personal
reminisences.

 His first appointment was as Deputy Collector and soon after h.e
was posted as District Judge at Salem. His knowledge of th(? techni-
calities of Law was not high but his sound cominonsense, his human
sympathies and his popular ways soon tnade him an ideal Judge. I:Io.w
he put the veriest Junior at his ease, how he.wou.ld encourage a tufnd
witness and his loud laugh at any hunorous situation that .would arise,
rendered even his sessious trials interesting. Even the prisoner at the
bar would often join in the contagious laughter. The first time I n.1et
him was not as the Judge but as the first Registrar of Co-operative

Societies.

J
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Next to Chingleput where the great co-operative pioneers Dewan
Bahadur Adinarayaniah and Rao Sahib C. Aruliah Naidu were his
Frusted henchmen, he next turned his attention to Salem. His success
in Salem was equally great. His popularity as a Deputy Collector and
as Judge and above all his unique way of making even the poorest ryot
feel that he was his personal friend helped him in this the most diffi-
cult task of pioneering a movement new to the country.

At Salem he would ask his old Duffadar whether his asthma was
better and would with equal facility discuss the details of a sensational
Tnurder or dacoity with those whom he had known as foremen or
jurors. I have had the unique advantage of discussing with him almost
every word and every clause of every bye-law of a rural or urban Society
and his foresight is evidenced in the model bye-laws which even to-day
remain unaltered in their substance.

While he was an enthusiast for Co-operation, he had absolutely no
illusions about the subject. Just prior to his appointment as Registrar
he had been placed on special duty for formulating a scheme of relie%
for weavers. He visited various weavers’ eentres and addressed many
meetings with me but had to decide that the time was not yet for
launching on this work in the initial stages of co-operative work in the
Province. I wonder whether the dpiuion he arrived at in 1905 has
been found to be incorrect after years of * non-credit ” attempts by the
Co-operative Department in our Province. , ¢

Much water has flowed under the bridge since Sir Rajagopala-
chariar was the Registrar, but on the eve of 1928 it is hard tcl)) sa
whether co-operatively we have really prbgressed. very far. ‘The A ez
Bank was his idea and I vividly remember the convincino argumeﬁxt‘s
he advanced to me when asking me to subscribe to two'b shares—he
added “ dont venture more, after all it is an experiment.” It was this
cautious spirit of the man that made it unnecessary for his successors to
pull down any part of his elaborate structure, while the foundations
which he surely and cautiously laid made it possible for his immediate
successor—Dewan Bahadur R. Ramachandra Rao—to build on it. To
the primary society and the Apex Bank were added the Central (District)
Bank and the Supervising Union. How these two statesmen have
with unerring instinct and rare foresight been able, a quarter centu
back, to think out the plans, nay even the details, of the great co-o er?-’
tive edifice would be plain even 1o the meanest intellect who conlzem-
plates today the mighty structure with its 14,000 pillars and varieties
and embracing varieties of structural details which are truly dazzling, ’
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Sir P. Rajagopalachari’s unique virtue was in discovering men.
If he had not “found” the late Sir V. C. Desikachariar, one wonders
whether the Apex Bank now reigning as queen over 31 smaller kingdoms
or vassals would have become a success. If he had failed to find my
friend the late Ramachandra Sastri of Conjeevaram, the idea of weavers’
societies would have hardly materialised. Even in smaller matters, his
ability to discover men was unique. It was he who discovered the
clerk in the Kilacheri Nidhi and pulled him up until today he adorns
one of the highest places in the official hierarchy.

It was in private life however that Sir Rajagopalachari’s wit shone
at its best. After dinner and during journeys his ‘bon mots’ and his
anecdotes contributed not only to the gaiety but to the lasting benefit
of the friends who were fortunate enough to be with him.

His administration of the 2 Native States, his inauguration of the
Forest and Railway schemes in Cochin and the abolition of the
“Uttuporais” in T'ravancore made him the target of a persistent campaign
of personal attacks and even vilification. But he lived to see that
his foresight was unerring in these as well as in other matters. Iam
tempted to write a few paragraphs about Sir P. Rajagopalachari’s career
as Council President but the Editor’s instructions (which to me are
commands) would not allow me to do so. But all parties and shades
of opinion have joined in pronouncing the verdict that he was a great
President and his marble bust adorns the Council Chamber in Fort St.

George. .

While Co-operation in this Province mourns its first sympathetic
and understanding gardener to-day, the present writer mourns the loss
of a great well-wisher whose timely advice was no small help and ins-
piration to him (in whatever part of the world he happened to be)
during a friendship extending to nearly a quarter of a century.

“

RURAL RECONSTRUCTION.
Bv MR. V. SARANATHACHARIAR, B.A., B.L.
| The Old Village Communities. ,
Practical Success in Rural Reconstruction can best be achieved
by a comparative study of the conditions of olden day village life and
the status of the present day rural population.
Village Communities of old have been portrayed to us by more

than one historian and economist as self-sufficient units. They were
managed by their own corporate bodies in the matter of political‘
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government and in religious and social life. ‘The system of tenure that
as conceived of in those days laid upon all the inhabitants of the
village their obligation to discharge their duties in common to the
peasantry amidst whom they lived and to their neighbouring villagers.
The Village Panchayat, the joint family system, and the social and
religious bodies inculcated the idea of economic self-sufficiency, com-
munal oneness and solidarity.

Decay of Agriculture.

Agricultural profession with which every one was familiar and
which every one cherished as his dearest object is now looked upon as
undignifying and less honourable. There is an overcrowding into towns
to find some remunerative employment. Agriculture as a calling is
neglected by the majority. As Wolff observes, “agriculture has long
since become from the easy self-rewarding occupation which it is under-
stood once to have been, a business of money and enterprise, like any
other business having the same tasks set to it but not the same
means at its disposal wherewith to accomplish the tasks.” * The
healthiness, the beauties of nature, the closer ties of family coherence,
the family-like relations developing among neighbours, the
simplicity, the absence of temptation not only to extravagant expense
but also to the moral poisoning of life” present so vividly in olden days,
are now gone. Lands have become less productive as the exhausted
natural resources are not replaced. The people are heavily indebted
and economically depressed as the discipline over the individual in his
borrowings and the thrifty habits of old have now completely dis-
appeared. The division of holdings into very small plots, purchase of
land by borrowing at a rate of interest higher than the agricultural net
income, the constant borrowing for family expenses to make up the
insufficiency of income, debts incurred for marriage and other
ceremonies, the prior debts which the borrower is unable to pay out of
his annual savings, and debts incurred for unnecessary litigations ‘:go to
increase the unproductive debt.

Causes for the Decay.

The causes for this state of things have been varied. The heavy
assessment and the levy of the same in money and not in kind has
impoverished the ryot. The large and heavy demand for money owing
to the present day rural condition of middleman trader and shopkeeper,
the disruption of the joint village community life and the consequent
growth of individualism, the indolent ryot with his habitual drink, the
progressive decrcase in the size of the holdings and various consequent
unproductive debts and to crown all, frequent immigration, ar¢ the most
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prominent causes for the decline. Machinery and competlt‘mfl h'ave
driven out of existence cottage industries. Ignorance and 111{tj1:;1c.y
make the ryot diffident in embarking on any new method which his
ancestors did mnot pursue. Poverty makes him .dread any new
scheme which might lead him into unexpe'cted tisks or losses. In
short, the villager is groaning under the Fruslung load of mdebte.dnle?s
and illiteracy. He is exploited commercially and starved. He is left
without rural leadership and guidance.
The need for a Liberal Educat?on. .

The best remedy to cure such a diseas'e is to give the ryota hb'erzlll
education which will enlighten his mind in the b.e§t manner po‘sscllb ?
and thereby make him self-confident and ente.rprlsmg. - The klubo
education that is to be imparted is not th.e filtering of dry book lo.re ut
the production of a capacity to assimilate .knowledge accordm% lf
developing circumstances. To create enthusm:sm ‘for the younger ot " ,
competition, matches, and prizes p}ay an 1mpf>rtant 1par-t ] mt e
programme relating to rural edllFatlf)n in A’n'xenca. Short ;(;) ure;,
moving exhibitions, and competition in thF raising of crops and bree 1-
ine of livestock is the order of the day in America. Rural .falrs au;
co;ducted there with a view to dem?nstrate .the latest agricultura
improvements. Entertainments are given, prizes fmd. aw?rds. a}:e
freely offered to the best competitor. ‘The result of this kind of activi (}if
is seen in the establishment of a closer f:ontact between the father an
the son, an awakening of a new spirit in them. .Mor(.e boys stay on
home farms and parents learn to appreciate their children an.d give
them fair play. The financing of members by the bank teaches intelli-
gent borrowing and good business methods. '.I‘Flese contests open the
minds, broaden the vision and awaken the spirt (}f the me'mbers. . It
leads the community to take a very keen interest in Sl-lCh llfev and is a
character building work. A love for husbandry is nnpr.egnated in
them. Breeds of, live stock and varieties of plants cultivated have
improved. Examples of their children force on the parents an uneffaca-
ble impression which otherwise they refuse to abs?rb. The younger
folk thus become fit and proper cultivators oi: the soil and a love for the
countryside and its occupations is generated in them.

Improved Agricultural Methods. o
What India wantsin the matter of agricultflral education is to
educate the ryots in the improved methods af agriculture suggested by
the Agricultural Department through the.help of model fafms to be open-
ed either by the government or by rich mirasdars .at l-ee}st in2or3 place.s
in each Taluk so that we migkt prove to each individual ryot wha.tt is
amiss with his own farm, how errors may be corrected, how he might
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make more money out of his farm, feed his cattle at a smaller

cost, make his lands yield more crops by using such seeds or

growing such crops in the place of those which he does not grow, how
by more scientific treatment he might increase the quantity and the
quality of the yield. We require agricultural expert advice and one
demonstrator at least should be attached to each of the farms. In the
running of such farms there is vast and wide scope for tlie services of
the citizens of this country.

The village—a self-sufficient unit.

The Indian ryot is unable to undertake the aforesaid activities as
his expenditure exceeds his income and as he isalready heavily indebted.
The cure for this lies in securing to him cheap long term credit through
the establishment of Land Mortgage Banks which will enable him to
introduce land improvements and relieve himself of prior indebtedness.
Rural co-operative societies must afford to the ryot credit facilities
for the removal of all his debts within a reasonable period, finance him
for carrying on current expenses for agricultural industries and
domestic farms during the season of cultivation, supply agricultural
needs by securing better seeds, manures and implements in bulk and
distributing them with the least margin of profit, arrange for the disposal
of his produce at the best market and at a suitable opportunity so as to
secure for him the largest amount of profit, supplement his industry by
introducing suitable cottage industries like ginning, spinning, weaving,
cattle and sheep rearing, vegetable gardening, carting, oil-pressing,
flour-milling, sugarcane-pressing, mat-making, coir industry, poultry
and dairy farming, acquaint people with trade operations .and market
conditions, secure improved sanitation and protection from epidentics and
arrange for the joint purchase of all their domestic requirements whole-
sale thus encouraging thrift, economy and self-help. All this can be done
only by securing better personnel in the management of rural societies
and in securing effective and expert supervision over its activities.
Instead of the old Panchayat, we must have a panchayat suited to
modern conditions, a bank to supply the necessary funds, a shopkeeper
to supply all the commodities, and a trader to secure a profitable sale of
their produce in the best markets.

Scope for cure of social ills.

There is also scope for work in the social field. The village
labourer has been very conspicuous in his habit of drink, spending a
major portion of the fruits of his labour on himself leaving the other
members uncared for. We see often the ryots tying their bulls in front
of their houses and driving them into the village tanks for purposes of
bathing. The surroundings are thereby made Ansanitary, the tanks
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and wells are spoiled, thus giving rise to the cropping up of various
diseases. Propaganda in hygiene and sanitation, and provision for
speedy medical relief are the chief planks of rural social service.

Items of economic work. /

Hence the work of the citizen lies in introducing better farming,
better business and better living. ‘To sum up, the improvement on the
farm and the garden, theintroduction of suitable industries, a.md t}}e
securing of greater prices for their produce, are the prominent items in
the business programme. On the social side, children should be taught
how to perform their household duties with their own hands. They
must be given broad and liberal education by means of practical lessons
in schools and by circulating libraries. In the aspect of better living,
improved ideas of hygiene and sanitation, iu‘lprovcment ‘ of
the morals, and settling of disputes through arbitration are various
items of reconstruction. By following the outdoor occupatic.ms above
suggested, a better physique and a healthier and stronger nation would

be the outcome.

—

THE MANURIAL PROBLEM—ITS SOLUTION-HOW TO
MINIMISE THE EXPORT OF BONES. *

By MR. J. VISWANATHAN.

It has been proved by the Research Institute at the Coimbatore

~ Agricultural College that fields manured with organic manures get

fertilised slowly and retain their fertility for two or three crops because
of the organic manures dissolving and fertilizing th.em s.lowly and
gradually unlike the artificial or inorganic manures which -w111 prod}lce
little effect on soils deficient in humus and which are quickly acting
manures, leaving the land comparatively poor after a crop has been
raised by the application of one of them.

Organic or natural manures will tend to improve the fertility of the
soil whether it contains humus or not, and they do miore permanent
good to the soil, as they contain all the ingredients the plant requir-es
and they have no special power of dissolving the soil and rendering its
constituents too readily available as plant food. Experiments have
shown that the seed obtained from the lands manured with farmyard

* A paper read at the Agricultural Conference held under the Presidency
of Rudolph D. Anstead, Director of Agriculture, Madras, on the 28th October
1927 at Nidamangalam under the auspices of the Tanjore District Co-operative

Manure Society Ltd., Nidamangalam,
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manure and other organic manures gives a very much better crop than
that from the lands manured with artificials, the seed losing its power
of producing good plants and a good crop unless it is produced on soil
manured with organic manures.

The Director of Agriculture in his valuable article, ““The Manurial
Problem in South India ”, says that from experiments with the grain
produced from the plots at Coimbatore, it has been discovered that
while the grain from the plot manured with farmyard manure was
quite a good normal food, the grain from the plot manuted with
artificials only lacked growth and development vitamines and animals
fed with it failed to develop and soon died, and that in this respect,
it is as bad as, and in some cases even worse than, the grain produced
from the plot which received no manure at all. So we see that if we
replace our organic manure by artificials, we shall be not only reducing
the inherent cropping power of our seed so that our future crops will
get worse and worse, but also we shall be producing a food for our
people lacking in development vitamines, with a deleterious effect
upon future generations of the race.

The enormous significance of these researches cannot be over-
emphasized. It has been proved that, given plenty of organic manure,
the new strains of paddy which are being evolved by the Paddy Special-
list are capable of yielding 5,000 lbs. of grain to the acre, which is the
average obtained in Italy and Spain, while 7,000 lbs have been actually
obtained. It is therefore imperative that we must have recourse to

more and more of organic manures than artificials. The principal

organic phosphatic manures are crushed bones and bonemeal. Oil cakes
coine next,

But there is a steady drain of indigenous forms of organic and
phosphatic manures from the country in thousands of tons per annuin,
Madras exported 7,492 tons of bones and 39,569 tons of oil cakes in
1925 and in 1924, 9,603 tons of bones and 30,048 tons of oil cakes.
What an amount of drain of the potential wealth of the country! ‘T‘he
Government is averse to adopt protective measures because of the
immense weight of opposition from vested interests.

Cattle manure is the best, but however carefully we improve its
quality and preserve it, we can never get enough of it. Meanwhile we
are exporting the materials which might take its place. In the absence
of political freedom then, what are we to do ?

" The question of utilization of bonetneal in the country as a manure
for local crops is a most difficult subject because one goes round a
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vicious circle in this matter. There is a big export.demand‘from Ceylo.n
and European countries which atre able to pay hxgher prices for this
manure than the Indian ryots, because they use this to raise crops of a
much higher market value than our paddy, such as rubber.

Our President in his article has suggested synthe.t’ic farmyard
manure and activated sludge. These are still in the experimental stage,
at least in this conntry, and the method of activated sludge cannot be
taken advantage of so easily as the former by us, rural people.

Co-operation, then, must come to our aid as in Germany, Denmark
and Ireland where agricultural co-operation is in an advancefi stage.
Great men have come to the conclusion that if India .is to improve
economically, we must begin our reconstruction work in the v1llage§.
This is no doubt true in the case of our organic marnures also, especi-
ally in the case of bones. Foreign firms are now exp101.tmg t.he bones
of our villages for the export trade and these are engaging 1fudd1emen
to collect these bones. ‘T'he actual collection of these bonesis done by
the Adi-Dravida people who get only a comparatively low value for t.he
bones they supply. It is the middlemen W.llO knock oft tl-le major
portion of the profits. Any movement that will cut out the middlemen
is in the right direction and we can think of no other better agency
than co-operation in this direction which could produce the desired

effect. .
The Tanjore District Co-operative Max.mre Society is a typical
example. During the nine years ending with 30th June 1927, the
society has purchased 89 tons, 13 cwts and 43 lbs of bones at a cost of
Rs. 3,146-4-0 or roughly an average of 10 tons per annuin, at an average
cost of Rs. 35 per ton. According . to the latest Indian Trade Journa‘l,
29,557 tons of bonemeal have been exported from all -the pO}'ts of India
during the period January to August of 19?7. This I give you for
inforination to ponder over the extent of Indlla’s W?alth being drained
away year after year, in spite of the proverbial poverty of the
Indian ryot and in the light of experiments that have proved thfa al?so-
lute necessity of our using organic manures a.nd the enormous 51gn1‘ﬁc-
ance of substituting artificials to the detriment of future cropping
power of our seeds, as well as the serious effect upon future'gene.aratlons
of the race regarding the food lacking in development vitamines.

I shall restrict myself to our District. Annually about 5(?0 tons
of bones are exported from the Tanjore District:' Ol'lt c?f t}ns, the
manure society, which is the only one of its kind in this district pur-
chasing boues and converting them into bonemeal for the use of its
members, is able to restrict the export of 10 tons of bones or 2 per cent

6



202—« THE MADRAS. BULLETIN OF co- OPERATION

of the total export from thxs dlstnct Let those who are interested in
the improvement .of the Indian ryot come forward and help in. thls

piece of Rural Reconstruction work. Let_soc1et1es_ of this type be.
multiplied throughout the district and let them buy the bones directly .

from the Adi-Dravidas without the intervention of the middleman,
within a radius of about 10 miles from each society centre, and use
them for their members’ lands. ‘Then we shall be able not only to
restrict the export of bones tangibly, not only solve our inanurial
problem to a certain extent, a much greater extent than heretofore, but
also be providing our Adi-Dravidas with work in the off-season and
paying well for their work as we shall be able, by encouraging
them to collect and buying direct from them, to pay a better price than
the middlemen.

A welcome feature of the activity of the manure society is that a
few individual and society members began collecting bones and offered
them to the society for disintegration and return of bonemeal for use on

their own holdings. Messrs. P. Chinnayya Odayar of Perumpanniyur,
S. Parameswara Aiyar of Ganapathiagraharam, Dewan Bahadur V. K.

Ramanujachariar of Kumbakonam, and the Tuukkannapuram and
Adhamangalam Co-operative Societies are among those who showed
their interest in this direction. Let me give you the latest e\ample,‘
illustrating my point with facts and figures. Mr. R. R. Krlshnaswamy‘

Aiyar of Chitrayur village, Tirunattiathangudi (S.I.R.,) sent 5185 Ibs

of bones in the first. week of this month and Rs. 6-8-0 towards. hire
charges. The hire for 5185 Ibs.comes to Rs. 6-12-6. He had to bear .

a sum of Rs. 1-11-6 towards incidental charges, such as cartage on the .

bones that he sent, from the Nidamangalam railway station to the office

store, and cartage on the bonemeal that was returned to him, ete. etc. -

The society thus had a claim on him for.Rs. 8-8-0 or Rs. 2.extra, over
and above what he actually sent, viz., Rs. 6-8-:0. The society. gives in.
return for 100 lbs of bones and 85 1bs of bonemeal which isthe. actual;
product, after disintegration in the mill; thus deducting.bonemeal to..
the value of Rs. 2, he has supphed with 3.cwts and 574 1bs. of bone: .
meal worth Rs. 16-11-2 at Rs. 95 per ton, which is the present selling..
price of bonemeal by the Society. The cost of bones purchased. from.
the member thus works out to Rs. 11.14-8.(Rs. 16-11-2 4 1.11.6-—
6-8-0==11-14-8) whereas the said member incurred only about Rs. 7
for the bones inclusive of cartage to his nearest railway station, freight

* paid to the railway for, the bones, and other incidental charges such as.,

postage, money order commission, etc.. This practically proves how: the .
cost -of bonemeal can. be. essentially. reduced if our Mirasdars would
collect. the. bones in, thelr respective villages 1 1nstead of their allowing to
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‘be ‘S'ol‘d"by" the Adi-Dravidas to middlemen engaged by foreigners for

their export trade, enabling them to knock'away the major portion of
the profit ‘and allowing the foreigners to exploit the indigenots
resources of our country. “T'he manure bill is tangibly reduced because
the middlemen’s profit is now shared by either the societies and the
Adi-Dravidas or the Mirasdars and the Adi-Dravidas who collect the
bones in their respective villages.

As a result of repeated experiments carried out on their agricultu-
ral stations, the Agricultural Department have been able to show that,
when used in conjunction with green leaf, an application of 300 lbs of
bonemeal per acre results in an average increase of 289 lbs of paddy
while “an ‘application of 500 lbs of bonemeal per acre results in an
average increase of 455 lbs of paddy per acre. Now with bonomeéal at
Rs. 95 per acre and the price of paddy reasonably good, this is a paying

proposition for the ryot.
Value of increa- Cost of bone-

séd crop at 16'2 theal at Rs, 95 Profit.
1bs per rupee. per ton.
‘Rs. A. P. Rs. a. P. Rs. A P
At 300 lbs peracre ... 17130 1211 7 5 1 5
' Value of increa- ~ Cost of bone-
sed crop at 162 meal at Rs. 70 Profit.
Ibs per rupee. per ton.
Rs. A. . Rs. A. p. Rs. A. P,
At 300 1bs per acre ... 17 13 0 9 6 0 870
At 500 ,, " .. 2800 O 1510 0 12 '6 0O

Now it is clear that with an application of 300 1bs of bonemeal per
acre the profit ranges from Rs. 5-1-5 to Rs. 8-7-0 according as the
price is'Rs. 95 or Rs. 70 per ton and with an application of 500 lbs of
bonesneal the profit ranges from Rs. 6-12-9 to Rs. 12-6-0 according as
the price is Rs. 95 or 70 per ton. According to my plan of the collec-
tion of bones in every village by societies organised for this purpose or
by individual Mirasdars where societies do not exist, the price of bone-
meal can be reduced to Rs. 70 per ton and the ryot enabled to reap the
higher profit by the application of this manure.

‘May I hope that the Tanjote Mirasdars and farmers will without
‘further delay realize fully the ‘high ‘manurial value of bomnes badly
tiecessary for their delta fields and see that niot even a bit of bone is sold
in their respective villages but collected and purchased by them or by
‘societies formed out of them, to be newly organised as soon as possible,
and converted into bonemeal for the use of their own holdings,



204 THE MADRAS BULLETIN OF CO-OPERATION.

It is not possible to invest at the very outset the ryots’ money on
machinery to grind these bones. There are at present a number of oil
engines and rice mills which have no work, because of the heavy
numbers installed without regard to the actual needs of the locality.
Efithusiastic Mirasdars who are interested in the welfare of the country
and who own such machines can be induced to instal small disintegra-
tors to grind these bones on the hire system in the off-seasons. The
manure society itself can be developed to a much greater extent;
only if the members awake to the real position of affairs and continue to
work wholeheartedly in the ecomomic uplift of their country and
brethren,

In conclusion, gentlemen, let it not be said of us assembled here
to day, that there were talkers than doers.

AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATION WITH SPECIAL
REFERENCE TO WEST COAST.

By K. UNNIKRISHNA MENON,
Assistant Director of Agriculture, Tellicherry.

The word ‘co-operation’ means working together. When it concerns
agriculture as a business, it should plainly enough mean the working
together of farmers. The necessity for the same arises out of the one
fact that the large majority of farmers in this country manage small
areas. The absence of sufficient capital to work even these small hold-
ings places the farmer within the clutches of an usurious money or
grain lender. Thus even if the crops are moderately paying, the farmer’s
resources remain enctmbered as he cannot meet the imusually high
demand on them. The pitiable condition in which the farmer is placed
reaches its climax when the cultivation methods adopted, seecds used
and manures applied are poor. Of these, the last item of cultivation
expenses largely determines the yield. The inadequate capital which
is mostly the result of want of confidence in the business invariably

' reduces the quantity and quality of the manure applied with the result
that the yields are always poor. Under such circumstances the loans
taken by him through co-operative societies to finance this unprofitable
method of cultivation fail to make him richer. This again becomes
aggravated by the fact that the money obtained as loans for agricultural
purposes is partly wasted in other unprofitable ways. And the oft-
repeated question of overdues hauynt him and his society like a
nightmare, ‘
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2. Itis therefore high time that we should strive our best to
improve the situation and as such let us examine in detail and find out
whether the conditions necessary for agricultural co-operation exist in
our country as it is at present and see whether we are in a position to
take advantage of them and improve the welfare of the farmers.

(@) A knowledge of the agricultural condition of the country is
the first perquisite.
() A knowledge of the needs of the farmers is highly necessary.

(c) The masses must have a certain amount of co-operative
training.
(d) A knowledge of the markets is very essential.

(a) Segelcke, one of the pioneer workers of co-operation in
Dentnark, first spent a year at Rothamsted before he went straight from
there to take up his work in co-operative methods of business and
production which have since dominated Danish agriculture. I quote
the Danes as an example as they stand poineers in agricultural co-ope-
ration in the whole world. The work so far done by the Agricultural
Department has enabled us to obtain an insight into the agricultural
conditions of the country with some knowledge as to the ways and
means of making cultivation more profitable. In several cases we have
been able to make the crops especially paddy pay more, spending less
than what they ordinarily do on its cultivation. I hold back actual
figures as they inay become an infliction upon you and am prepared
to give them to those who want them after the conference.

(# The needs of the farmer, as regards capital, seed and manure
etc., supply, have been studied to some extent by the workers in the
fields of both co-operation and agriculture. As a result of it, we have
got the co-operative bone crushing works at Nidamangalam, Manure
and Implement Society at Pattambi, etc., with many seed unions in this
Presidency. e

(¢) Thanks to the work so far done by the Co-operative Depart-
ment and the honorary workers thereof in educating the masses in co-
operative ideas, we have a very large number of co-operative credit
societies working. The enthusiasm evinced by the members thereof
and the large army of honorary workers in the field show that the
incentive for co-operative work has come to stay. Co-operative credit
work to finance an unprofitable business like the present grain-produc-
tion of the West Coast, especiallyi n Malabar, must perplex the workers
to some extent. Even the Danes who are the ideal co-operators have
experienced failure. Failures have given us very valuable lessons to
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“open our eyes and widen our ‘outlook. They force us'to' examine the
purpose’ for which the loans are taken -and it falls to the 1ot of the
“workers to teach the farmer how he should use his capital on cultivation
‘to make -the busineSs economical. It is here that we find the need for
mass education and to cotnbine the non-credit’ agricultural ‘work with
the credit movement to make them hoth successful. The reed for more
propaganda work is brought to the lime-light by a number of resolu-

_ tions in-the various co-operative conferences. Professor Baswani, in his
inaugural address at the Co-operative Institute, Karachi, has recently
‘urged the need for peasant schools where farming and weaving are to
be taught to encourage co-operative work. ‘These authorities-evidently
support my view that agricultural propacranda should remain organic-
ally connected with rural credit work in this country. On this aspect
of the question, I had drawn the pointed attention of this conference in
my paper on “the place of agricultural improvements in co-operation "
in 1924. Later on last year Rao Sahib‘ V. K. Menon, a reputed
worker in co-operation, very ably emphasised the point by the way
supportmo my paper.

(d) Eff'm ts have been made to 'study the fourth - necessary
‘condition for agricultural co-operation, viz., a knowledge of the 'matkets,
“which is being acquired directly. We may have to enlist the sympathy
of the bigger traders in-our movement or to commence  business
ourselves and eliminate the unnecessary number of profit- -sharing
middlemen as'far as possible. A few pieces of business Have to be
actually done through supply and sale societies before we become better
fitted to do'the work. - We in the West Coast know very well how we
could successfully carry on co-operative supply when co-operation and
agriculture combined in selling chemicals for spraying against ‘“ Mahali ”
{arecanut disease). This has extended the activities of co-operative work
-and established an unquestionable faith in spraying against ‘Mahali ”
in the mind of the arecanut grower who no more fears the once
dreaded ‘“ Mahali ” disease.

3. Now it is left for us to consider as to how to combine these
necessary elements of agriculture and co-operation at every stép in orre
and the same movement and berefit the rural population. The idea
“that co-operation means only credit work must be corrected and the
*outlook of the village co-operator must be broadened. Sir E. G.-Russell
“of the Rothamsted experimental station says, “Science may do much in
giving new methods, but in agriculture the’ determining factors are
human ahd experience shows that history alone gives the key to the
human factor, ‘If ‘we know what many have done before ‘given *in
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circumstances and how they did it, we know what they can do again”,
Therefore comparing our present conditions with those existed in other
countries. before they made considerable progress in agricultural
co-operation, we find that we are situated almost similar to what they
were,in the German district of Neuweid area before the year 1862. It
has .been described by A. Wuttig in the following terms—* The
district is not very fertile and the inhabitants are mostly small peasant;
proprietors some with; sufficient land to graze a single ox or cow. An
owner of 10,acres is a rich man. Before the year 1862, the village of
Anhausen presented a sorry aspect; rickety buildings, untidy yards,
in rainy weather running with filth, never a sight of a decently piled-
manure heap. * * * #* houses and oxen belonged with few excep-
tions to Jewish dealers. Agricultural implements were scanty and
dilapidated and badly worked fields brought in. poor returns. The
villagers had lost confidence and hope. They were the serfs of dealers
and usurers.” Raifeisen’s work till about 1888 tevolutionised their
condition , and converted them into a'set of happy and prosperous
farmers.

4. 'The masses have been to a large, extent taught co-operation,
the apphcatlon of which to agricultural production is the question on
h'md Many have told me that we have to copy the Denmark methods
of co- operatlon to advance our co-operative act1v1ty especially in agri-
cultural co-operation. But I fear that the incentive or natural instinct
for co-operative work which the Danes possess is absent anywhere else.
As in, other countries, we require some driving force from outside to
successfully work our societies. - Therefore I prefer to shape my scheme
on German lines modlﬁed by the lessons of the French and Italian
methods to suit our conditions. I mean to suggest Dr. Haas’ model of
Provmc1al Verbande and its affiliated societies especially as regards the
relatlcnshlp of the societies with the central union. The object of our
unions. must, be identical w1th those detailed about the French
co- operatlve synd1cates Probably Italian methods of wor kmorhave to be
adopted to allow the societies and unions to have free scope to
do. business according to the needs of the farmer members. In
Denmalk France, Ireland and other p}aces dairy faumn vine produc-
tion, poultry farming and the like guided  the movement, as these
branches, of, agucultural work had greater fac1]1tles there. We have to .
adopt the Neuwied Model of activities as we.are mostly grain producers .
aud our salvatlou consists Chleﬂy in improving grain production tlnongh
co- operatwe act1v1t1es with ce1tam side lines of farming as will be

detailed hereafter.
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5. In the first place, we have to educate the co-operators in agri.
cultural improvements basing their methods of cultivation on economic
lines. The changes.in their methods necessary for the purpose must
be adopted by the members of society which must commence to work
on the lines of the German “ Kasinos ” societies with hardly any credit
work to do to begin with. However we have even at the outset to shape
them to serve as supply societies for the affiliated farmers which the
“Kasinos ” in later days became. Probably we would also require them
to be affiliated to a central supply society. Thus we may be able to
put together small farmers into bigger units as societies-such that they
derive all the advantages of the big farmer in studying new agricultu-
ral methods and procuring their supplies etc. Such societies remain
related to one another through the union. The present credit societies
and unions may function as such. Some of the present societies good
enough for the purpose may be chosen to work like this or new societies
may be formed with this object in view apart from credit work. The
membership of the new society should be open to all farmers who
undertake to manure their lands properly, to use selected seeds as much

"as possible and to dispose off their produce through the society or at
its instance. 'We have to remember the one important fact that the
propagandists and the active officebearers who were very successful in
credit work may not be.successful in this line of activity. Therefore as
in the Danish country, members of the one variety of society like the
credit society may be allowed to become members of these agricultural
societies or workers in the agricultural non-credit branch of a society
must be chosen separately. As this new work involves a good deal of
trouble and some expense, small monthly subscriptions may have to be
raised to meet the incidental charges of a recurring nature and to pay
the workers, unless it be possible for the Government to depute officers
to work them. Full time paid workers are mnecessary to run this
pioneer sort of business. The workers must all be made responsibl€ to a
supervising Government control. Because what Raifeisen did in the
Rhine colony has to be done by the Government in this country.

6. Probably the best place to start such a movement will be from
one of the well-chosen centres with a Middle School in a purely rural
area where credit work through co-operative means has made sufficient
headway. The actual rural propagandist must be in charge of the
School which can be imparting an ideal rural education with sufficient
agricultural bias. It may also be continuation classes. The guardians
of the pupils may off and on be invited to take intetest in the rural
work ; even night schools way be started for adults of the labouring
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classes, thus adopting every means possible to concentrate work and
make it effective.

7. 'These agricultural societies have also to function as sale socie-
tiesin the disposal of the produce to the best advantage of the producer.
The larger business that we have will be in grains. Grain societies
requiring to store grains till the market becomes favourable find it
necessary to have store houses involving considerable capital. When
this is wanting, the small granary of the producer itself may serve as the
store house of the society, and on the security of the grains so stored
money advances will have to be made to the producer to keep him on
till his grains are sold. Such advances, with any previous loans stand-
ing in his name, will have to be recouped when the grains are sold.
Some penalty has to be imposed on the farmer who betrays the confi-
dence placed in him. These societies have also to find more paying
crops to grow and other productive lines of work like poultry, sheep
and cattle rearing, dairying, flower aud vegetable cultivation and such
side lines of farming as are suitable to the locality and to the members
thereof. Mention has already been made of this in my paper on ‘side lines
of farming’ read iu this hall in 1923. This will enable the farmer to
find paying occupations during the slack season and also to find work
for the ladies of lis household.

8. The aim. of the movement must be to attach the rural
population to their homes and to the soil by using every means in their
power to restore the dignity of agriculture and make it more remunera-
tive besides introducing profitable side lines of farming. Such an
association of farmers guided by a rural worker may in course of time
be able to establish among the members all kinds of co-operative
societies and even provident societies and also societies to improve the
moral, intellectual and professional side of their lives and improve the
material condition. One of the chief aspects of the supply work of
such’ societies is to produce and distribute good seed to the members.
A second item of work will be to prevent waste of the available
manurial resources especially by adopting better methods of preserving
cattle manure and supplement the supply of manure from outside
sources or by production themselves. A third sphere of activity will be
the introduction of improved implements. '

9. I fear that I have been going too much into the details of the
work of an ideal co-operative society. Further details can be found
out when such societies are organised and worked. I do not at all
suppose that it is a simple matter to start and work such societies, not
do I hold that useful agricultural co-operative societies to suit our

7
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needs cannot take any other formn. What I have attempted to do in
this paper is but to place before you some of my views on a subject. of
8reat importance to the farmers and of serious interest to both co-
operators and agricultural propagandists. I wish that the discussion
which my paper may arouse would enable us to throw more light oun
the subject bringing out niore useful and practical suggestions for the
prosperity of the country.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Panchayatdars’ Training Class in the Vizagapatam District.

The present mode of Training Classes held for the Panchayatdars
seem to be fruitless as every year the Panchayatdars of societies
will be changing and it cannot be expected that the succeed-
ing Panchayatdars would be aware of the instructions given in training
classes. It is proposed to have centres for a Taluk and give training to
the Paunchayatdars. It cannot be deemed that all the Panchayatdars
would attend at the centres on account. of certain domestic or some
other objections. Thus tle training will not be useful to all. The
training given to them is only a limited period of three days during
which time it is not possible to give complete instructions iuc’l‘uding th:
preparation of the three statements. “I‘he training given to the
Panchayatdars will be done by a group of persons, which group is no use
and is only expensive.

Hence it seems to be better if any individual or two persons may
be empowered to hold general body meetings at nights, as it is prefer-
able in rural societies, or the Pauchayatdars at least may be given
proper instructions in every village by going there. To undertake this
business, it is better if propagandists ‘arrange, or any digector
or directors of unions given powers, to lhold training classes in
societies and extract work from directors or propagandists by means of
special reports and diaries ; and it is advisable to allot the subsidy either
to the propagandists or the unions towards the special item of * giving
training classes to societies.” Thus the training will be fruitful and
every individual of a society will grasp the main points and thus
improve the work and condition of societies.

Gavara GavurU Nambu Garv,
Secretary, Local Co-operative Union, Palakonda.
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EXTRACTS FROM FOREIGN PERIODICALS.
(i) Agricultural farmhouses in America.

In one of the bulletins of the Agricultural Commission of the
United States of America recently to hand, there was a picture of
houses for farmers with modern equipments. Any zemindar or petty
Rajah of our country would be proud to own a house like that and
many of the Maharajas even do mnot command the convenience

specified there.

(ii) Advertisement

Advertisement is looked upon as an essential part of the business
of the present day. ‘The fruit growers of California are best masters
in the art. Over and above usudl advertisement in magazines and
periodicals, they have resolved to start a street car campaign
wherein handbills containing the chief uses of the fruits they grow
would be distributed in millions. It is of interest to note that every one
of the oranges they sell (they sold two billions or 200 crores of
oranges during the last season) was stamped with the trademark of the

association.

(iii) Organisation and Expansion

The Pure Milk Association of Chicago which already supplies a
large percentage of the fluid milk and cream used in that big city is
planning to make itself more useful. They want to bring about a
healthy co-operation between dairymen, dealers and consumers. The
leaders of dairy industry who have national reputation are expected to
come and co-operate with the association in its attempt to enlarge its

members and widen its scope of activity.
. * E3

(iv) Spain has some unusual co-operatives.

‘A study of the co-operative movement in Spain, made by the
French economist and translated into English, shows that Spain’s most
original coutribution to the co-operative movement is found in the
colonization societies and the organizations formed by fishermen. A law
enacted in 1907 provides for allotting commuani land to poor peasants
of worthy character. The colonists are required to form co-operative
societies to purchase the necessary farm and household supplies, to
market the products of the colony, and to provide for credit, savings,
mutual aid, and cultural development. There are now some 20 of these
colonies with about 1,200 colonists, holding about 26,000 acres of land.
The State’s part in the work takes the form of construction of roads and

sewers, and various community services,
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The Fishermen’s co-operative associations have made remarkable
progress. They are found all along the seacoast and number from 140
to I50 with about 35,000 members. Eighty of the associations own
their own boats. The membership includes all the workers on land
or sea, not only the fishermen, but also the boat builders, calkers,
painters, etc. The primary object is to sell the fish direct to the
consumers. All earnings of the associations are used for social pur-
poses, first of all to provide schools for their children. More than 100
schools have been built, at which 8,650 children are receiving a general
education and also instruction in the principles and practice of co-ope-
ration. The children form their own societies through which they
purchase books and other school supplies, plan and carry out excursions,
and other activities.

Sixty-six of the fishermen’s societies have established insurance
against sickness and old age; 26 give loans to their members; 6 have
undertaken to build homes for their workers; and 36 have established
co-operative stoJrfes.

.

- *
(v) Teaching of Co-operation in Continental Europe,

“The Teaching of Co-operation in Germany and other Countries”
is summarized in a recent number of ‘The Co-operative Review’,
Manchester, England. The writer states that co-operative teaching
began in the high schools founded by private initiative and supported
by commerce and industry in the following cities: Petersburg, 1910;
Moscow, 1912; Berlin, 1913; and Milan, 1918. In Germany, it is
still the commercial high schools which deal with the subject most
thoroughly. Soon after the outbreak of the World War, regular and
systematic instruction in co-operation was ‘begun in a high school in
Berlin and at the University of Halle, when a seminary was also or-
ganized. At the High School of Commerce at Derlin, lectures on various
phases of co-operation were given during 1925-26 by six diffefent
teachers or leaders in the movement. T'wo lectures were also given at
the University of Berlin, and at the Agricultural College, one professor
gave eight hours every week to co-operation. :

At the Univesity of Cologne, four professors lectured upon .the
subject from various angles, and lectures were also given in a number
of other universities and high schools. During the sumnmer term
lectures were given at six Germnan Universities.

In Russia, lectures on co-operation were being given in the univer-
sities and the agricultural and commercial colleges before the war. At
the present «ie, a number of special co-operative training schools are

being mairtained by the Government and the co-operative federatjons,
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A chair for Co-operation was founded in the University of Paris in
1921, and three lectures a week are given by a distinguished economist,
T'wo other courses are given in Paris colleges, and six universities of
France find a place for lectures on co-operation in their curriculum.

Italy has a special co-operative school at Rome. Co-operation is
also taught in a commercial high school in Milan. :

* * *
(vi) The New President of the International Co-operative
Alliance. :

At the last meeting of the International Congress held at Stockholm,
Mr, G. J. D. C. Geodhart resigned the presidentship of the Alliance
which has been now conferred upon Mr. Vaine Tanner who is au ardent
co-operator of Finland and its Minister. Extracts from his message
on his assuming charge of his new office are given below :—

“Personally, I have a strong beliefin the great feature of Co-opera-
tion, Basing itself upou the Rochdale principles, its victorious pro-

gress has so far been nnequalled. Especially during this century, the

Co-operative Movement lhas in all countries gained a still greater in-
fluence and become a recognised Movement. It has become a notable
economic factor which can no longer be overlooked. And yet, its de-
velopment is only at the beginning. I feel convinced that, in an ever-
increasing degree, it will succeed in driving private trade for private
profit out of the field, replacing it with a common economy for the
benefit of all its members.

At the head of such a powerful International Movement, the I.C.A.
of course, occupies a very important position at the same time as it has
a big and important work to carry out. It knows no frontiers, either
geographical, racial, or those of language.

In recent years, there has been an increasing tendency towards in-
ternationalism in all the main economic activities of the world. Ou the
other hand, there is a sense in which the nations are tending to becoine
more isolated and seem to interpret the great principle of self-determi-
nation as an incentive to become self-contained. They have to learn
that the great truth ‘“that no man liveth to himself” is as true of
nations as of individuals.

In these two directions, there is ample opportunity for the advance-
ment of our great principles of Co-operation, first to see that the right
direction is given to international commerce and that competition is
supplanted by co-operation. To do this, we must increase our hold
upon the trade and industry of the world. Secondly, to combat any
ideas of narrow nationalisth with the great ideals of fraternity and inter-
dependence. These are amongst the tasks to which our Alliance should
set its utmost efforts,
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(viil) Travelling Co-operative Students.

At the end of July, 30 young people, students from different
French colleges, met at Nancy to visit the co-operative establishments.
These students had won prizes in a competition, which the National
Federation of Consumers’ Co-operative Societies organise annually, on
a co-operative subject. The writers of the best essays receive a scholar-
ship with which they may travel in order to study Co-operation on the
spot. The money for these Scholarships is' obtained by voluntary
contributions from the French Co-operative Societies.

These students, who came from all parts of France, visited the
Co-operative Society at Thaon, and also the large bleaching establish-
ment there. Thence they went to Basle Co-operative Society, the boot
and shoe factory belonging to the Swiss Union of Consumers’ Co-ope-
rative Societies, and the Co-operative Colony Freidorf, near Basle.
These young people made a very good impression and showed keen
interest in everything. On their-return, each of them has to present a
report, which may be published, on what they have seen.

* ¥* *

(viii) A Co-operative Hotel for London.

The Hotel Co-operative Society, Ltd., has launched a schetne for
the erection of a Hotel, Club and Restaurant on a convenient site at
Artillery Row, Victoria Street, London S.W., five minutes from Victoria
Station and the Houses of Parliament. The Hotel and its adjuncts
will satisfy a need which has long been felt in the Co-operative Move-
ment. Itis intended to equip the Hotel with about 100 bedrooms.
The best possible service will be supplied at a reasonable tariff, whilst
every effort will be made to secure the best labour conditions for the
staff employed. The scheme is already receiving the financial support
of many Co-operative Societies, including several of the largest Lyndon
and Provincial ones. Seventy thousand pounds in £1 shares are to be
raised, bearing interest at the rate of 5 per cent.

* * *

(ix) Co-operation and Education in Great Britain.
Co-operative Wholesale Socicties’ Scheme.

The Committee of the English Co-operative Wholesale Society
recently decided to adopt a scheme outlined below, for the 1927.28
session, to encourage the attendance of employees at evening classes.

The society will pay up to, but not more ‘than £1, towards the fees
of each ‘employee attending eveniug classes organised by the Co-opera-
tive Union, Municipal Authorities, Local Councils, the Institute of
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Bankers, the Faculty of Insurance, and similar organisations whiclh may
be approved by the Committee, provided that the conditions enumerated
hereunder respecting attendance, homework and progress are observed .

Attzndance :—80 per cent. of possible attendances must be made.

Homework :—75 per cent. of the homework, where applicable,
must be completed. :

'Progress :—Progress as determined by examination results must
be satisfactory.

Arrangements are now being made to pay the fees of employees
who attended evening classes during the last session (1926-27), and
wlho complied with the foregoing conditions.

Facilities are given by the Committee for employees up to 18 years
of age to attend the day continuation school on one-half or one full day
each week, as convenient. There are approximately one hundred and
eightyfive employees taking advantage of this facility.

The Committee also offers forty bursaries, each of the value of £5,
t> selected employees desirous of obtaining higher education, who are
recommended by their respective managers and the head of the works,
department or office concerned.

* * *
(x) Capitalists learn a lesson from Co-operation. .

The general tendency among the retail traders in Great Britain
seems to be to combine themselves into bigger organisations. These
trusts and combines are attempting to learn some lesson from the Co-
operative Movement. Imitation is the best form of flattery. And
these combines imitated us by giving dividends to their approved
customers on purchases made. That is one of the fundamental princi-
ples of Rochdale pioneers as adopted by them. But even under the best
of circumstances, these capitalist Combines can never give to consumers

what co-operation can give them.
L * *

(xi) Great Britain-—Co-operative Insurance Society.

The ¢ Co-operative Insurance Society Limited’ was founded in
1867 by the two co-operative wholesale societies of Great Britain. Its
principal business is life insurance as will be seen from the following
figures. The premium income in 1926 amounted to £3,218,723, of

‘which £2,360,146 was for life insurance and £193,047 for fire insurance.

The claims paid by the society in the same year amounted to
£1,337,401, of which £911,963 was for life insurance and £59,636, for
fire insurance,.



,!J-Boooooooooeoooooooooooooaooooooooeoooou
3 8
i NOTES AND NEWS. g

OO COan0O00 OOOOOOOOOOOC,OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOF
. H

We offer our apologies to our Readers for the great delay in the

publication of the Bulletin. We hope that here-

Our apology. - after there will be no such delay.

The Comumittee which has been appointed to enquire into the
condition of the Co-operative Movement has almost
finished its tour. The members of the Committee
liad opportunities of coming into contact with the
leaders of the Co-operative Movement in the various districts of the
Presidency and also to know their views on the present condition and
their plans of future improvement. I'he mass of evidence gathered—
oral and written—will have to be sifted and the public opinion thus
arrived at to be assessed at its true worth.

The Committee
of Enquiry.

It is a truism in Democracy that truth does not always lie with the
majority opinion and that is why in recent years, various attempts have
been made to protect the interests of the minorities. We would be
insulting the intelligence of the members of the Committee if we take
for granted that they will endorse a view simply because it happens to
be the majority view. But we are within our limits when we respect-
fully suggest that this is a possible danger to be guarded against.

Of the various questions about which there was a difference of
opinion, the most important one was as to who should undertake to
supplement, strengthen and control supervision, whether the District
Bank or the District Federation. The case for the District Bank was
most ably presented by M. R. Ry. Rao Sahib "I". Srinivasa Rao A, in
his evidence. We lope to be able to publish portions of it in the coming

numbers of the Bulletin, and we invite those who lold the opposite view
to present their case as Mr. Srinivasa Rao has done and we may asstre

all Co-operators that the pages of the Bulletin would always be available
for any impartial discussion of leading questions like this. :

We wish however to express our dissatisfaction that the Department’

has definitely taken sides in this matter, which was indicated by the
Registrar’s evidence wherein he condemned the District Bank’s taking
any part in Supervision as a mischievous tendency, »

.We reserve our opinion on this highly controversial matter until
the Federationists have presented their case. We hope that, in this as

>
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in many other matters, the famous saying of our old friend, Sir Roger
De Coverley, that mmuch may be said on both sides, will be found to
contain the truth of the matter.

It is a pity that the Committee did not put in any specific
question npon the present constitution of the P. C. U. and invite
suggestions for its improvement. However a few Co-operators have
gone out of their way and included in their replies their views on this
question. If the recommendations of the Committee are to result in im-
proved co-operative legislation, it will be a pity if the P.C.U. is not given
statutory recognition. We have merely to turn to our sister Presidency
of Bombay to see what they have done for the corresponding Institute.

The Advanced Training Classes conducted by the P. C. U. came
The Training to a close on the 7th "instant atud a soc.ia] c.)rganised
Class. by the students marked its termination. We
are glad to note that the need for instruction
has been recognised in Districts as well and the Districts of Tanjore
and Coimbatore have taken up the training of Supervisors. In this
unfortunate land of ours where only a fraction of the people is literate,
we cannot have too much of educational propaganda. We have not
only to train people to take up responsible positions like managers of
District and Urban Banks and on a smaller scale the Supervisors of
Untons but every Panchayatdar of a rural society, nay every member of
the same, has to be educated in the fundamentals of co-operation. This
can be done only by District Co-operative organisations taking up the
work and carrying the instruction to the villager instead of expecting
him to come to us- either at the District headquarters or in the
Provincial Capital in search of light and knowledge.

i#* . - #

3 We are glad to learn that vigorous steps are being taken by the
Department to prune away bad societies and thus
bring "about the much desired rectification and
cousolidation. But insome cases we are sorry (o
hear the pruning knife is applied too deep and too indiscriminately.
It has been a well-established practice that wlherever a society has
become moribund for the Department and the supervising union to try
to revive it by the change of panchayat and by the admission of new
members and by such various ways of reconstruction. ‘This wholesome
practice is now set aside in the new zeal for reform and we have heard
ot cases where societies are ordered to be liquidated simply because
they are in a moribund condition without taking these well-known
preliminary steps. The unions complain that they have not been

Liguidation ‘of
Societies. -
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consulted. And the financing banks are willing to give them a second
chance. Under such favourable conditions for revival, it is far more
advisable to resuscitate the societies than liquidate them and end them
altogether, We hope the authorities concerned will bear in mind this
aspect of the matter.

* . * *

Some time back when our sister province of Bombay was able to

erect the famous temple of Co-operation as it has
A Bullding for P P s

the P. C. U. been appropriately called, namely, Sir Vittaldas

Thackersay Memorial Buildings, which is able
now to house most of the important co-operative institutions of the
City of Bombay, we etp1essed a hope that ere long Madras will have
an opportunity of owning a decent co-operative building of its own. We

are sorry this dream of ours yet remains unrealised. The need for "

such a building has been long felt; more so in recent years when the
Provincial Co-operative Union has been conducting a training class®
We have invariably to seek the help of others in the matter of accom-
modating these classes. There is no central library where the
enthusiastic student of co-operation may derive further inspiration. A
large pile of buildings capable of accommodating the Madras Central
Urban Bank, the Christian Central Bank, Provincial Co-operative
Union, and the various other co-operative institutions in the city with
a lecture hall, which can be utilised for holding socials and a well
equipped library would considerably advance the cause of co-operation
in the province. We understand that the M.C.U.B. is willing to invest
as much as 3 lakhs of rupees. in the construction of such a building and
that they have applied to the Military authorities to assign them a
portion of the land opposite the Law College in the Esplanade. We
hope that this request of theirs would soon be granted. Co- operation
has as much right to favourable consideration at the hands of Military
authorities as the I'elephone Company.

We are also informed that some money was collected” to comine-
morate the services to Co-operation of the late Mr. Hemingway and
this fund would serve admirably well as a nucleus for the formation of
a co-operative library. A grand building situated in a central locality,
well-equipped with all available co-operative literature, would bring us
nearer the ideal of Plunkett House of Dublin. We are quite sure that
the Goyernment would extend their fullest sympathy and support if the
-qiﬁcxN the P1ov1nce make up their mind and work earnstly

O o St .
oY 14 Lo

The Madras Central Urban Ba,nk. Ltd.
j ‘ (THE PROVINCIAL CO-OPERATIVE BANK FOR ’
co ‘ t - THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY)

Head Office: Luz, Mylapore.
- Branch Office : 17 Armenian Street, G. T.
i Current Accounts opened free of charge and mterest allowed oa -
a2 37 Lalaulls at 2% per cent. per-annum. | » :
%, Fixed Deposits are received for periods of 1 or 2 years or more
at rates of. interest which may be ascertained on application, :
Prudential Deposits (Savings Bank) Accounts’ opened with a.-

. minimum balance of Rs, 5 and interest allowed at 4% per cent. per annum, -
| Recurring Lieposits. Monthly deposits of Re. 1 or its exact multiple '

~for 24 and 36 months are received. The aggregate amount will be

»repard at maturity together with interest at 61 per cent. per annum.

; * . Provident Deposit. New Scheme of Savmg:. 6 per cent, Compound
g , interest allowed.

. ;  The Government has authonaed the Investment in thrs Bank of -
t. . he Funds of the Corporation of Madras, Local Boards and Municipalities,
l ad the security moneys tendered by Government, Local and Municipal
caervants, Renters and Contractors, and other quasi-public funds.

"For terms and other particulars apply to :—

V. C. RANGASWAML, Sewetary.'
LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

L : PUBLICATIONS OF o ' “\

THF Iw‘r RNATIONAL LABOUR OI‘P]CE

Documents prepared by the I. L. O, on the 0ccasxon of the I
ternat:
Economic Counference, Geneva, May 1927. - . atermat onal

Results of certain enquiries for instituting a comparison between ‘

- ret-il prices in private Trade and . those of Distrbutive Co-
operative Societies, Price ..... erasacsrreces 1 s 3d,

H
3

The part played by Co-operahve Organisations in the International

. Trade in Wheat, Dairy produce and some other A '
- , gricultural
{” " Products, - . A Pnce ..... .1sh, 6nd g

l ‘‘nteynational Dlrectory of Co- operative Organisations : i
7I ‘ublished in three languages, French, German and English. New edition -
.927. S Price........ ....2-

'(Oblarnable with a free calalogue From:

lNTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFF ICE
) LEAGUE OF NATIONS,

GENEV A, SWITZERLAND

C() OPERATION, WIONTHLY
o PUBLISHE;D BY -
" THE CO-OPERATIVE LEAGUE
167 West 12th Street, , ‘
- NEW YORK CITY., . g
SUBSORIPTION PER ANf‘\IUM—-ONE DOLLAR
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