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Madras Forests.

e " e i

At the last session of the Legislative Council, there was
much coriticism on the work of the Madras Forests. Member
after member rose from his seat and bitterly complained of the
“in-efficient and un-economical” management of the State
Forests. We cannot say that all the criticism was unreasonablg

" or that it was un-informed and undeserved. In spite of the
defence put in by Mr. Tireman, the then Chief Conservator of
Forests and now Inspector General of Torests with the Govern-
ment of Tndia as the spokseman on behalf of Government,
the impression left on orie’s miud, was that the opportunity for
the profitable exploitation of the forests was not utilized to the
fulleat extent possible and the time of the Forest Officers was
unnecessarily taken up in the management of Minor ¥orests
while their expert knowledge should have been utilized on the
management of forests, preserved on climatic, physical and
commercial grounds. When the Legislative Council was in
session, the orders of Government had come in, on the Adminis-
tration report of the Madras Forests for the year 1925-26,
which showed that for an area of 12 millions acres
of forests in this Presidency, the net surplus revenue
realised was only 3-55 lakhs against the surplus of 452
lakhs in the previous year, which works out to the in-
significant figure of % anna per acre. Taking the figures for the

- whole of India, the revenue derived was 2 crores of rupees on
an area of 160 million acres of forests, The yield works out
to 2 as, per acre which itself is negligible, as may be judged from
the estimate furnished by the Inspector-General of Forests on
this subject, from which it appears that an income of Rs, 2 per
acre was not unattainable and that it was possibla to earn even
such a high return as Rs. 5 per acre. Assuming that 2 as. only is
&' pogsible return, should not the Madras Forests he rendered

u, « capable of earning 2 crores, ? A ,
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In fact from Mr. Tireman’s defence in the Legislative
Council, we gather that the Madras Fovests could certainly work
up to this pitch, Taking the fivwres for the other proviuces,
Mr. Tireman pointed out that they were earning hetter returns
and that was duc he said, to the large sums of money  which
were spent on  the develepment of forests some 7 or 19
years apgo,and he wenf on to say, that [3ombay, Punjah
and United Provinces TForests wore now making large
surpluses was that thoy were reaping the benefits of the
spade work, which they did years ago, Tle added that the chief
reason why Madras was making very little profit was that until
three or four years ago, far too much attention was paid to un-
important forests, to the detriment of the more valuable timber
forests, Quite so. But wio was responsible for this lack of
policy which involved waste of power? We are gratified to
note that Government have now come to recognise the futility
of the expert knowledgs of the forest officers being used on un-
important forests, which have now been transferred to Pancha-
yets, which even during the short period they have been in
existence show a very good account of themselves. The success
of the experiment, if indeed the scheme has not already passed
the stage of eoxperiment, should encourage (Govern-
ment, to transfer more such forests to the Villagers' control
and the Torest Officers should confine themselves exclusively
to the more valuable forests.

Speaking at the Prize Distribution of the Jorest College at
Coimbatore, His Jixcellency Lord Goschen enunciated tha polioy
of Government in respect of forest conservancy and pointed out
that too little attention had been paid in the past to the develop-
ment of the business side of forestry. Ip writing on this subject
some time ago, we said that the Madras I’residency possessad
large resources in fine timber forests, hitherto unnoticed and
there was no reason why the Forest Officers should not devote
their attention and energies to this important and product-
ive work, they having bsen relicved of the supervision
over fuel and grazing forests, which had been handed over to
panchayats, whose managemcut of the forests entrusted to
them was admittedly proving satisfactory.

As recently suggested by the /Financial Times,
capital might be invited for the purpose of developing the more
valuable State Forests. We mention this just to point out that
there can be no excuse for not undertaking profitable develop-
ment of the better kind of State Forests for lack of funds. We
have the example of the Dominions, Newzealand for instance
which is developing her forests on loan capital in the hope o;
recouping all the money spent later, .

even outside

e
SRS
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We sincerely trust that a more forward IJQI_icy wx_ll be a.d'opt
ed by Govermment having rcgard to the ])OSSib‘llltY of mcreasm;;
the revenne of the province and that steps will also .be taken to
onlarge the scope and activities of the panchayat forests.

. o ety st

Motes and Conunents,

Buffalo Breeding.

We understand that in order to encourage Buffalo
Breeding on the Nilgiris, Hin Highness the Mahara]:ah of Myso.te
has purchased a good stud buffale bull and placed 1.t at the dis-
posal of the Hill Tribes. As an incentive to prospective bree‘ders,
His Highness the Maharajab has been pleased to offer a prize to
those who avail themselves of the opportunity in order to
improve the local breed.

~NOY-

Co-operation in the Provinces.

The report on the working of the Co-operative Societies in
Bengal for the year ending 3rd June 1926 showed generaladvance
of the movement all round. Considerable progress was made in
organising socicties for carrying on sale of agricultural produce
on a large scale. The problem of joint sale of agricultural pro-
duce is full of difficulties, particularly in the case of jute. It is
therefore gratifying to note that, in spite of thesc difficulties,
the nomber of sale societics rose from 33 to 53 and their wember-
ship from 5,337 to 9,565, the working capital having also risen
from Rs. 94,419 to 2,34,824. This is not much for a province
with socisties of all kinds numbering 12,819 and a membership of

4,35,031, A beginning has, however, been made and it is all to
the good.
*

The more important features of the working of the co-
operative movement in the Punjab during 1925-36, have heen the
development of the Punjab Provincial Co-operative Bank, the
Land Mortgage Bank and the better-farming and cattle.
breeding societies. Wa are glad to note that the Mortgage
Banks for the redem:ption and improvement of land have been
able to redeem 3,372 acres by an advance of nearly Rs, 41 lakhs.
Another type of co-operative socjety introduced in the provinee
has been the formation of eight new land revenue rede mption
societies with the object of oollecting annual contributions from

. their members until the interest of the sums collected in

N
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sufficient to pay their Jand revenue, We cannot refrain from
mentioning the appointment of a wornian inspectress to
the five million women of the Punjab whose
the interest of thrift and product
the well-being of the province.

X

Rural Medical Relief in Bombay.

The following extract frou the progress of Medical Relief
and liducation in the Bombay Presideney for the period of three
years ending with 1925 will be read with interest -

Government has not been unmindful of the
needs of the rural population during the past three years,
though up to the present it has not heen possible to carry out
any comprehensive scheme, This is not the place to enter into
the 1nerits and demerits of alternative Proposals, which range
from the indefinite multiplication of regular rural dispensaries
under trained medical mon- -4 proposal which is of course ideal

but would be very exnensive- to the establishment and endow-
rment by the State of 1'asds and flakims,  After a careful consi-
deration of the various possi

Oonvaert
organisation iy
lon will add immensely o

medical

ble alternativoes, it wag cventually
decided to give a trial to a Proposal which is now known as 7he
Village Aid Scheme. Undor tl

ii8,
the Civil Hospitals at Poona, and
primary school masters in eleme
on first aid lines, and thirty of them are now established in
villages of about 1,000 to 1,500 inhabitantg where, in addition to
their school duties, upder the designation of Upacharaks they
dress wounds and ulcers, attend to sore eyes, treat certain skin
diseases, distribute Quinine, anqg Garry out other simple treat-
ment, sending on caseg which they aze unable to deal with to
the nearest regular dispen

arrangements were made at
Bijapur for the training of
ntary medicine and surgery

villages for 5 considerable time, and
8 have been treated by them, to the
\n!lagers. They are highly spoken of by
r »mterested observers, and there isa
'l{lages for the extension of the scheme,
titioners to induce them to
but ithas not bug. bossi Feas, is also before Government,
funds. The ide& Of

many thousands of cage
great advantage of the
local officials and othe
demand from adjoining
A scheme to subsidise

\ treat poor people free, A
might have qopa; Y .

nsiderable poasibifitiu. and

would work well ip 880ciation with the

Upacharaks, Subsidised
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itioners would naturally not be availablelifor
"_‘;fam:; P;'; 0:}‘:;0“:;:9 served by the latter, and the two "would
Ziimrffore be complementary to each other, g
There is much to commend any propo_sa.l t? utilise the
village school teachers to help in the working of any sfeheme
having for its object the promotion of rural welfare. So far T;
medical relief in rural areas is concaljned, a bette}' course .w]zou
obably be to afford facilities for Vaids and ‘I{m’czma in vil ages
lv):here they are still practising t}{eir pr(?fessmn. .'ljhe result w1l:
be that the areas where allopathie medu‘:al prac?ltloners are n;;
ilable will get the benefit of the med;fzal relief to which t e
avalle have been accustomed and the indigenous systems wh{ch
peoplef la‘Zuwble conditions have been rendering useful service
;:i}iz ji?]age community will not be al’lowed to die out. Th'e
supply of licensed medical practitiozifrs is not adequa.t‘ehand. it
would obviously be expensive to provide all v¥ll.ages_ wit tram;
d medical men. It is understood that the Ministerin 'charge o
: h in Madras has been favouring a scheme which, while
Heal'td‘ : where necessary or posgible trained allopathic prac-
fi:?::xalfwm subsidige Vuids and Hakims under a syste{‘n of
State control for medical relief in rural arfaas. We .shall ave
to say more on the subject when we are in possession of the
details of the proposed scheme,

-~

Literacy in India.

According to the “Modern Review”, an American authority
has calculated, on the basis of figures taken from the Rggo;t‘ o,x;
the Indian Kdocation for 1924-25, that the Government ob t: flia
expenditure on education is less than ten centfs or 210; | ve
er head of the population per annui, against ‘1 ? ars
- pt ees fifty per captta per aunum inthe United States
0; :ﬁguri?;p Compared with other countries also, India occupies
:he lovieat ;.)laee in the matter of literacy. According to a recent
investigation made by Dr. Raia!}i Kanta Das, we find that t.h;
number of children attending primary fchools as 'compared wit
those of school-going age varies from 92 Per cent in Danmark, to
76 in Sweden, as against 12 per cent in this vcountry. The figures
for England and Wales, Scotlar.xd and Austria are 87, 87, and 83.
The number of children in primary schools upto the age of 15
ks out to only five per cent in this country,as compared
W?t ; r cent in Germany, 47 in France and 43 in Japan. The
g 131;381:)“1(1 make ministers in Indian Provinoes furiously to
g N
think.
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Poultry farming as a supplementary occupation.
Writing inthe “Federation Gazette”, Mrs.
Poultry Fxpert to tho United Provinces
ggsts poultry farming as a desirable means of releiving
middle-class ur-employment. In her opinion, a young
man whois unable to find employment owing to the over-
crowded state of the professions, could certainly tyrn his
attention, if conditions are favoursble, to poultty farming.
Mrs. Foulkes is right, in saying that the great advantage of
choosing poultry farming as an occupation, lies in the fact that
it can be started on a small capital and all that one need
possess is ordinary common sense and perseverance. We agree
that under favourable conditions, poultry farming may prove a
suitable supplementary occupation. The claims of hand-spinning,
as we have pointed cut on morc than one occasion, secm to have
all the advantage on its side. As observed by a writer in the
Mysore Economic Journal, other industrics that may be suggested
can be taken up only to a vory limited extent in particular
localities. Most of them are not feasible for want of a sufficient
market for the products in the neighbourhood. Again they are
not suitable by reason of want of necessary skill, opportunity
for special training, education, aptitude and initial outlay. On
the other hand, hand-spinning is the only occupation that can
fill the spare hours of the rural population, having regard to the
limited skill and knowledse of the people and tbe necessary
conditions of any sparstime occupation, viz., that it should be
simple, easily done and capable of beirg taken up and put aside
any time so that it may not interfere with the main occupation,

-

A. Foulkes
Governmoent, sug-

Demonstration Trains.

Some time ago, we referred to an interesting innovation
inade by the Union Government of South Africa which has
forged an important link between the Agricultural Department
and the farmers, by the introduction of the Agricultural Demons-
tration traine which now forms part of the adininistrative
machinery and is virtually & travelling agricultural school in
miniature. We understand that the Lastern Bengal Railway
has recently equipped a Demonstration Train. The primary
object of the undertaking is to assist the publicity work of the
nation-building departments. The Eastern Bengal Railway
conceived the idea of inviting the Public Health, Agriculture,
Industries, Co-operation, Veterinary and Educational depart-
ments of the Government of Bengal to join in arranging a train,
fitted upas & moving Exibition and manned by competent
demonstrators and lecturers. The train started on 22nd February
nd returned to Calcutta on 23rd March, During this period, it

- employment for its members,
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visited 30 stations at each of which it drew large crowds. A
day was spent at each station, the train remaining in view from
morning till the afternoon after which an open air meeting was
held at which leotures were delivered and  educative Cinematoe
graph films and lantern slides were shown to the public. It is
estimated that 1,700,000 people have secn the films and attended
the evening lectures. We believe that this is the first of its
kind in thig country and its cducative value cannot be over-
estimated.

Microbes and Disecases.

Writing in the Osiental Walchman and Herald of Health
Mr. Thurman B. Rice thus dercribes the ravages caused by
microbes :—"*These and other dexth dealing microbes are res.
ponsible for more deaths in a day than all those caused by wild
beasts in the entire history of our country. It is true that these
germs are very small but that they are deadly for all that. A
baby microbe under favourable conditions is mature in about ten
minutes of age. It is a parent at half an hour, and at the end
of an hour is a grand-parent. Its progeny in twenty-four hours,
if it should continue to reproduce itself, at the rate of one divie
sion each half hour and under favourable conditions—many
bavteria can beat that—will be about 17,000,000,000,000 of other
man-eating microbes, each a fighter and each a chip of the old
block. Though a single germ is small, the sum of its potential
progeny after three or four days of muliplication makes a mass
larger than a lion, an elephant, or any pre-historic monster, Tt
‘would be a comparatively simple and easy matter to start with
one germ of certain kinds and after two days of cultivation have

enough to kill the entire population of large cities.”

The International Co-operators’ Association of India,
We have received the prospecins o
the aims of which are stated to be (
the Association with a certain are
order to establish Co.operators’

f the above Association
1) to provide every member of
a of land for cultivation in
Colonies later on, (2) to find

(8) to provide educatio
members and their children by establishing Co-operato:s’ toC :lhe
ges and schools, (4) to provide medical aiq f bore

house holds and (5) to do such other acts as wil;rtagl: cmemb‘ers‘
t!?e economic distress of the memberg and theijr fam'l? e
aims and objects of the proposed Association are laédml:;!. e
we trust it will be supported. For the relief of economi: d'e wnd

and to tackle the problem of Unemployment, co-operati 1§tress

only remedy, : ' ' srion 18 the
LS & *

' * *
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South Afyj .
Thers is ican farmers on a visit to Great Britain.

Ao ) N
om0 Gountry or ?ra,ocdt (i)u?] t0 be «aid in favour of the farmers of
, ein .. . .
another coun & encouraged to visit their brothren in

t 5

sz’egr :ract. The problems in which the agricultur-
are co i . .

of the country should mmon and if the agricultural industry

farmers should ‘mprove, it is wery necessary that the
brethren Dis;r‘l:t]eeti ?,"d discuss their problems with their
. L and Provincial C . of \

in agriculture and an i onferences of thosec cngaged

All-India Rural
effective i . al Congress should prove
Ive in the solution of the farmers’ problems. A beginning

ma
of z;:z::::’;l;:etmade by. ?ncou"ging representative farmers
of great educatir Tact to visit other tracts which should prove
the other day t;etvalue. We were much interested in reading
in Great Brita:in . : party of South Africun farmers are to tour
South Africa la:ts he. gucsts of the British farmers who toured
arranged in their hye“r' M’_'“Y public functions are being
onour at important centres. On the day of

their arrival they will be received by H. R. H. the Prince of

Wales and will be later veceived by His Majesty the King.

ists are inter

. . .Communal Forest Management.
1925-; re;;xewmg the administration of Forests in the U. P, for
6 Wealth and Welfure Lucknow, observes that the
Kumaun Forest Committee have pressed upon the Government
2 scheme for communal management of ¢ertain classes of forests
in Kumaun on the lines of communal fotest management\it‘\

Madras, 1t will bs remembored that an officer of the U P. Pro-

vincial Service was deputed to Madras on special duty to
inquire into the conditions there and report whether & gimilar

system could be introduced in Kumaun, We trust he has
reported in favour of adopting the Madras system whicix

even during the short period it has been in force has been quite
a suocess.

——

_ Village Panchayats.
In inaugurating the liaka Panchayat in Kholh
. . he 1la : apur, Bo
.Pre'mdency, Sir Leslie Wilson, the Governor, Bpnk[; withmxt'):ayl
xbnmgl.lt when he saz‘d that “ Warriors bore the brunt of fighting
ut vn}lage commlm‘lties .went on; tho agriculturists and artisans
were indifferent to invasions and dynasties. I believe there ;
httl;doubt that the remarkable capacity of the nation to w'tk:s
stand these shocks was due i o
| ' was n no small degree to her y;
zi)::ieha:qts with their simple laws, rough and ready justi:; llag(oi
mate administration. In thoge days when every village l"w[;.;

practically a self-contained .
unit .
affairs was conducted by Panchaylat:P'e management of village

Life in Ancient South Indian Villages,

General Featnres.
BY
PROF. C. 8. SRINIVASACHARI, M-A.
(Professor of History, Pachaiappa’s College.)

My remarks are confined to the period betwean the 9th and
19th centuries, when South Tadia from Cape Comerin _tothe
Kistna River was under the sway of the Chola Dynasty with the
jmperial seat in Tanjore.

Instead of the power being centralised, every village enjoyed
complete autonomy. A village, and sometimes a group of villages
formed a political unit. Big towns ware divided into a number
of suburbs each funcsioning as if it was a village by itself. Each
village had its own organization. Tt had its associations, There
were also associations of the merchants known as Nagarathars’
Associations, which fixed prices, prevented monopoly of trade of
any commodity by any merchant or a combination, enquired
into the conditions of sale and looked into the condition of indus-
tries and the workmen cmployed therain. Thera was an associ-
ation known as Nuaftar and another known as oorar comprising
all castes and communities of the village. Thus the direct
administration of the country was vested in the hands of the
following assemblies -

(1) The district assembly, or Natinr—a body which met
when subjects touching the interests of the whole district were
discussed or when there ware no sabhus for the villages within
the district.

(2) Members of commerce—Nagaratiar.

(3) Village assembly, or Ocrar—the general body of the
residents of a village ; and .

(4) Another assembly of the village—the sabha or the
mahasabha—which was composed wholly of Brahmins.

The Village Sabha.—The jurisdiction of this last body—the
village sabha—oextended over what was called in ancient timesa
chaturpedimangalam, which consisted of u central village with a
number of hamlets and minor villages, called padayai and cheri,
as well as streets, all situaved withia a rudias of ten miles.

. -Membership.—Each holder of a share in o Brahmin village,

‘called Agraharg, in this jurisdiction, had the right w0 a gear ip

the village sabka, But he was required to be woll-versed in ong
-2
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st loast of the Dharma-sestras. The quastian of & share-holder
vossessing his share by Durchase or present or a3 stridkana seems
also to have arisen. 1t was accaptod that sven such share-
holders might be represented in, and be aligible to be stected to
the village sabha; but it wes required that they should hold &
full shave, and not a mere fraction of it,and alsothat they
should have studied & whoie Veds. The village sabhn wag divid-
ed into a number of bodies, which apportioned among them-
selves the various functions of the administration. Al ghe
members were to be highly learned in the scriptures, sciences,
arts and laws of the land. Among them ware Chafurveding, Triw.
vedins and Dwivedins : thase who had learnt the Kramapathg
and aequired the title of Kremauits; those who were acquainted
with the six branches of knowledge and known as Shadangavits:
snd others who had underatood the rules regulating the conduct
of yayas and yagnas, aund performed sacrifices, such Dilshi{gs,
Somayajins, Vajapeyins, ote. Basides being gualified by learning,
they should have a permanent and ehiding interest in the village
of whose sabka they were members. Particular care was taken
to see that they were sound in body and mind and possessed
sufficient mental vigour and energy to turn out good werk.
that they pursued just methods and were well-behaved and of
goad morals. And we also note with grent wonder the following
provision for restraining refractory members: “ The co-opera-
tive and constructive principles on which an assembly had to
conduct its deliberations were evidently fully recognized, and no
member was allowed persistontly to appose, on penalty of a fine,
the proceedings of the assenmibly by saying, ¢ Nay, nay 'to every
proposal that was brought up Refracioriness on the part of
members, as distinguished from an honest difference of opinion,
was much discouraged.” (Rap Bahadur H. Krishna Sastri, in
The Bhandarkar Contwernoyation Volume, p. 227.)

The minimum qualification required for membership, the
method of election, and the formation of cemuittess in the sabka
are given at some length in'a stone record of the tenth century
A.D. (vide Bpigraphist's Report for 1899), Two Uttaramallur ins-
criptions (Nos, 1 and 2 of 1898) enumerate the qualifioa
tiaus of candidates for wembsrship on these committees, and the
defeets which disqualihied & man from bhaceming a member of
any of them ; and they alse describe at some length the proce-
dure adopted in the appointment of members of these commitiees,
The aarlier of the twa records is less elaborate than:the later,
A oandidate for membership must own more than & quarter pels
of tax-paying land. He must have a hause built on his own site ;
he wust be below 0 and above 35 years of age ; he should know
the mantrabrahmana and be sble to teach it to others : and he

.-sion, that of garden supervision,
Tostics.
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should, in case he owred only asmaller amount of land, know,
at least have learnt, one Veda and one of thefour bashyas, and
be able to explain it to others. Among those so qualified, only
such a8 were well-conversant with business and could conduct
themselves according to sacred rules should be clected. Only
those who had acqguired their wealth by honest means, whose
minds were pure, and who had not served on any of the commit-
tees during tho previous three years, could be chosen, The
candidates, if they had served on any of the committeas in the
previous years, should have submitted their accounts; if they
hed not done so, they were disqualified, as well as their rela-
tions, like brothers, fathers, somns, nephews, fathers-in-law,
-sans-in-law, etc. Those accused of any one of the five great
sins, as well as their relations, and those who had been put out of
caste, were not cligible until they should have performed the
proper expiatory ceremanies, Those who were foolhardy, those
who had stelen or plundered the property of others, those who
had taken forbidden dishes, though afterwards purified by expia-
tion and thosc who had been village pests or guilty of illicit
sexual iptercourse, these, though purified, were not eligible for
mwembership till the end of their lives,

Method of UBlection.—At various centres or wards of the
village, pots were kept, probably with their mouths covored, and
provided with a small hole just sutficient to allow & voting card
(t.e., a palm-leaf ticket containing the name of the nominated) to
drop in. When all the voters had voted, the pots were taken to
the assembly hall. Here, on the day of election, all the people
of the village, including the old and the young, and all the
temple priests were assembled, as woll as the arbitrators. The
contents of each pot were made into a bundle provided with a
cover, and the whole emptied into a vacant pot and well-shaken.
A boy, who knew nothing of what these tickets indicated, was
then asked to take out a card from the pot. It was received by
the arbitrator on the palm of his hand, with the five fingers wide
apart—the precaution being taken to avoid any mischief. He
then read out the name written on the ticket. The ticket read
out by him was also read out by all the priests, the pracaution
being taken to detect immediately any mischievous and wilful
wisreading, Similarly, one man was chosen for each of the

wards, The number of wards of a village corporation depended
upon its size.

Committees~The chief committees.of the assembly were
four-—the gommitiee of annual supervision, that of tank superyi.

: and that for the supervision of
Other committees were alsg chosen for field
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supervision, gold supersision, ward supervision and the Panclia
VY Y@y,

As regavds the appoinimont of accountants, who were the
ohief servants of the assernbly they were required to he chosen
from ameng “arbitrators and those wha have carned theif
wealth by honest tzans,” One who led boen an accountent Was
not ta ho appointed 1o that ollice cyain until hae should have
properly snbmitted his accounts for Yhe period of his office, 80
declared to have been honest by the great men of the big com”
miftee, i.c., the comnitien in charge of accounis, The ,coounw
which onc acenuntani had been writing, he should submit him-
self, and other accountants should not be brought in to close P

his accounts. Accountants suspected of professional misoon-
duct were asked to undergo the ordeal.

Members comprising the committces had to change overy
year, After the expiry of three yoears since one last haeld office,
he became eligible normally for ve-clection ; and if clected he
was made to serve on scme  othoer commitice than the one in
which he  was beforee The sclection by {ot and the annual
change of office-bearers zave every qualified and deserving man
an opportunity to get acyuainted with the details of the village
administration. Ail the villagers, young and old, had a know.
ledge of the village machinery and its working, watched over
their interests jealously, and exorcised a wholesome control over
the doings of the various conmittees,

As already noted, the carlier of the two Ultaramaliur
records is imperfect in its dotails of the election and working of
the cominittees. 'T'he age qualification it sets down between 3¢
and 60. The exemption granted in favour of learned men from
the operation of the rufe regarding property gualification finds
no mention in it. Men who were disqualitied were not clearly
described ; the mode of draw ing tickets and of choosing the com-
mittee men was ot given in detail; and there were no particu-
lar facilities offered for the selection of virtuous and learned

men. Lmprovements were made rectifying all these in the later
record.

{(I'o e continued.)

Man’s lnsect Enemies.
ny '
N, SESHADRINATIIAN, CAVPT, L.M. 5,
King's Iushitute, Guinly,

I am sure many of us do not realise that the tiny_ hariuless

looking insocts like the common heusefly, the mosqmtu‘und the
grass hopper cal cause disease to man, and destroy ‘hzs crops.
Though many of tiese tiny insects are uselul to man in desﬁr?y-
ing other mites, those that cause barx}l to m‘an are legion. Flies
are arnong our most dangerous enermies. They feed on filth, lay
egge there and breed there. Human excret‘a: a:nd ammai;l refuse
when gathered and loosely piled, form an officient feeding place
for flies. :
If it is possible that the descendants of 2 single pair of flies
multiply freely at the usuel rate of fly-breeding throughout the
year and if they should all rise up in the air, they will vbe enough
to hide the sun from a small village. Tackily for us, Nature has
ordained that all the eggs laid by flies do not hatch, and all the
maggots hatched do not gurvive. Most get caten by other insects
and birds.

The fly has got three stages of developmam from the egg, viz.,
the larva,l pupa, and adult full-lledged (ly. In favourable warm
weather a fly takes about 15 days to develop. 4

With wind favouring, flies can iravel from 300 to 1,700 yds.
Thus, the presence of flies anywhere within the above distance
from any place should be looked upon as a source of danger to
the people living within that radius.

Flies are mechanical carriers of diseases like cholera,
dysentery, and typhoid fever. They carry infective material on
their feet and doposit the same on our food. The epidemic
spread of some cye diseases like catarrhal conjunctivitis are said
to be spread by the tiny flies that are fond of settling on our
eyelids. .

If wo could ouly solve the problem of the flies, we shall have
acoomplished a great deal towards the amelioration of the condi:
tion of our rural popualation. Time was when the villages had ¢
fairly perfect sanitary system for a self-contained population
but the advent of the western civilization and modern rapid com
munications, with the increase of population, upset the old orde
without the institution of a proper new order of things, Th
moral influsnce of the village head man and clders gave place ¢
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:]:.lﬁ-mﬁ“% M" a wyrterions Goverpng nia) authiority, which
ma,tto:': ;:‘i(‘)‘;“(‘jlgﬂf;’l‘ P‘.”WSC‘:; of rovenue. Coorcion in sanitary
eisteri, mnp %;‘w excepl in the ‘}uilitmy. No smount of
r achieve what cau be effected by intensive propa-
ganda work to awalen the Sanitary cons
‘The proper disposal of the rufuse from |
the breeding of flies, preavent the

and cheap incinerators in 1he form of an old corrugated irov
a}.xeet supported on brick work pitlars should be used in1 every
Z;&lnis for burning away refuse. Absince of regular latrines
It[il: ;t::x:nmem?ﬂ}(ﬁ the spread of cpidetnic intestinal disease-
in Othor o on 8ight to see peaple squatting round the fields and
toa Pen spaces on the banks of rivers and tanks in order
mtbn:}:;rsieocugs' of nature. Little do they realise that the
faad eg.; : gp Sed s brought: home to thetm by flics and their

hi %1 intocted. dn some villages open pits store human fausces
whic accut‘nulate through months, somelimes even up to a year.
?F'hes brefad in pienty in these pits, and in such viflages dysentery
is elzdemlc, and cholera occurs in epidemic form year after year
Tu Kingland and the rest of “urops, these diseases cau be said (o bé

ulmoscie.'bsent pecause the people yoluntarily co-operate with the
authorities to improve sanitation.

icience of our population.
1ouses will, by proventing
broeding of diseases. Simple

A The spirit of commercialism
in our educational systew has stunted the resl growth of our

country on rationsl lines, ‘Hence the educated people have been

sinners against sanilary laws, as the rest of gur countrymen

Mosquitoes are anather variety of inscets which do harm ¢
Y o

man.  Malaria, filariasis, dengue (the hona breaking fever

all been sprcaq by mosquitoes. They are blood thirsty insci}t: avg
are nocturnal in habits. ‘They breed plentifully in shallow ataang

nant water. Often mosyuitoes will he .

u'nexpected places, such as old tins and VE;):;;S c:n:fff; u; sﬁme
t';zons of‘ra.in water or small neglected pools of water frori do 80~
The wriggling worms found in the stegnant ponls are lz‘&ms.
young ones of mosquitoes which wriggle ahout now 4 t;l the
the surface to breathe in frash air. A fow .ounces ofu i t et
in a neglacted vessel will be found $o breed hundreds v;‘& o
to larvae. Mosquitoes are nat merely passive c‘:rcriz::quéf.

disease germs, but the germs under .
: S g0 vert ;
‘in attaining maturity, ain changes in them

80 that the extirpati ;
means complete extirpe pation of mosquitoes .

tion of moequito borne diseas
i (1]
' )ocaht‘y « To prevent the breeding of mosguitoes, al} gzorln t::;
collections of water should be removed. Drains b gleo
properly paved and good gradjent should ' be

1 ‘
Banks of channels snd tanks should ;alszved far frep trainage,

o Y
woeds near the water should be rewoyed, Gp-and sll shruby sugd-
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Plague is carried from rats to man by an insect c‘alled the
plague flea. Most of us are aware that ratfalls are signs that
plague ig spreading in a town. But fow kpow that rats die from
the same plague that atbacks man, and that the flaa conveys the
disease from one raf to another and from rat to man by biting‘
The flea itself does not go even from one house to the next, but it
gets joyrides on the backs of rats, which run long distances in
gearch of food grains.

Man’s inseot enemies do not only attack him directly by
conveying diseases, bub indirectly by destroying his orops. Of
these the locusts are our greatest enemies. Fortunately they
are rare in Southern India. They come in swarms and multiply
‘by hundreds each. Itis computed that nearly 75,000 eggs are
laid in a single yard of earth. Whola crops have been destroyed
by swarms of these pests in the space of a few days. Besides
Jocusts there are numerous other insects which attack man’s
food. Some, like the silk worm, yield good clothing apparel for
man, and they ouly eat leaves which are not very useful to man.
Some others destroy timber, like the beetles, and some destroy
his useful crops lile sugarcane, ete. The pretty butterflies that
hover over our vegetable garden do not do so fo amuse us, but to
lay their eggs on the leaves and inside the flowers and when the

flawers vipen into fruit, the eggs develop into larvee, which eat
away the juicy pulp leaving only the empty shell.

The extent of the sphere of activity of our insect enemies is
practically unimaginable. Fven the food stuffs and grains
stored in our houses and granaries are attacked by tiny insects.
Our clothing is not free from their depredations. The pickles in
auf houses, buttermilk and butter, if kept long exposed, are occu-
pied by larve of tiny flies.

Fortunately insects are destroyed in large numbers by other
invects and by birds. At the same time, it must be remembered
that insects also have their place in the wonderful balance of
nature and that much of the fertility of plants and flowers is

due to their agency ; and some of them like the bee are directly
aerviceable to mankind.

South Arcot District Forest Panchayats’ Conference.

A conference of the Forest Panchayats of the South Arcat
Distriot was held at Kallakurichi oa the 22nd May, Rao Saheb
8 Kulanduvelu Udayar of Muadianur presidiag. The following
ere the more importans of the resolutions passed at the conference
(1), That the existing Presidency Binking Union for the Forest

B@qgh.,ygt.s ba registered, that Branoh Unions be established in
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every district and that Chyverament he requeated to render all
necessary help in the mattar (3) that thoForest Pinchayats “hf‘“‘\d
continue to be under the pratrol of tha soacial staff by law; {3)
that the lease amaunts fixad on ghe Panchavat Forest ahould on
no account bs raised and that the cost of repiirs 0 ponds and
of other improvements offoetsd hy the Panchayvats bo deducted
from the lease amount puyable fo fayarnment; (1) that the lease
amounts should nat be coallsctod in bal years and (9) that a sepa-
rate Act for the Forest Panchayats ho logiclated. .
We understand that staps hava alraady boan taken torogister
the Panchuyat Banking Union and that tho nsgessary wemos
randum and Artieles of Association are under praparaticn.

Meviews and Motices

Dravidian Geds in Modern Hinduism.
By W.D. Elmore, Ph.D.
Published by the Christian Literaturc Society for India.
Prics, Rs. 2 8.0,

This book is an interesting attempt to undorstand and
describe sonie of the loss known aanects of the Hindu religion.
It ig valuable as a study of disappoaring types. Sach work should
be done in regard to ancient Indian folklore and folk-song and
folk-faith by Indian scholar:, for they alone ean bring the
contribution ol insight and sympathy, without the aid of which
all cultural interpretation would be ineffectual and uuproductive
of results, The author has bestowed great pains on his work
and has braught togother ina limited compass a considerable
mass of interesting material.

It looks as if it is toolats to question the correctness of the
dictotomy of Aryan and Dravidian or to challenge the eyer.
shifting theories sbout Dravidian origivs, But some bold man
must do it some day and sweep away the zlittering cobwoebs of
scholarship about Aryan and Deavidian origins. The author’s
views on that subject wre, we are afraid, an uncritieal echo of the
views of Western savants. Wae are nat concerned with them

here, But we are astounded to learn that God Siva " appears
to have been a deifiad chicf ” and that * his wife, Parvathi, ig
morg strikingly aboriginal than Siva himself”. These views
are strikingly original indeed,

The really valuable poriion of the book is itg racord of
existing customs and ceremonies, however
work i8 ag a treasury of theories.
“of faiths and this survey of local

unsatisfactory the
India is a veritable musenm

deities of diverse degrees of

38
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hideousness of farm and connected with diverse intricacies of cult
and ceremonial is extremely interesting though extr‘emely
dopressing. Bizshop Whitohead's ‘Village God+ of Sont}} ?ud(,’ and
Crooke’s ‘Religion and Folklore in Northern Inflna (Oxf'ord
University Press) are similar works which are studies of Indian
animism and fetishism,

The Western savants are ensmoured of the theory of
totamism a8 being the one which‘ explains best the cust‘oms
and ceremonials of to-day. Dr. Elmore says:  The objects
of worship of the Dravidians bcfar some reseml?laflce
to the fetisnes of Africa”. He says sgain: "I‘h.e term animism
has been chosen to represent the bpeculiar rglxglous. 1d.aas of the
Deavidians”. He says further: “In Dravidx_an animism thers
are two outstanding characteristics: the spirits are always from
outside the object of worship, not being the spirits of the objects
themselves: and these spirits quite generally have a human
origin”. Ha makes a curious distniction between Hindus and
Dravidians aad his distinction between Hindu idolatry and
Dravidian idolatry is too subtle for ordinary comprehension, Ha
then starts another theory and says; "“The basis is the primitive
belief in ghosts, The Dravidians have a great fear of ghosts of
all kinds, regardless of what their earthly caraer has heen”. The
author lets himself go without justification in the concluding
passage of the book where the object of the book is more tba.n
apparent : “While the Dravidian ceremonigs are more shoocking,
their system does not contain so many immoralities as does
that of the Brahmans. In Brahmanical Hinduism we find
many most debasing customs....... The debauchery Of‘ many of
their festivals, the shamelessness of many placesf of pllgnrr'mg?,
the attachment of dancing girls tothe temple with a!l wh;ch it
implies; the lives of many of the religious mendlgants, the
unmentionable things in connection with tha worﬁh.lp of the
lingam, the proceedings in temples which women visit to pray
for offspring :yall these things are not denied by Hindus”. 1
wish to say nothing more than that they are denied by all true
Hindus. Dr. Elmore then proceeds to tarnish the Dravidians
with the same kind of Christian brush: “The Dravidian Systen{ of
religion may be said, indeed, to be novn-mt.)ta) rather than im.
moral. Moral considerations do not enter into it at all. In the
matter of cheating and deceiving the gods we see simply a
reflection of the every-day actions of the people among themselyes.
Ths Dravidian religion has mno moral sanctions. It is simply a

method of dealing with powerful spirits, the greater number of

which are malignant. The religion reflects the morality of the
People and is in no way reaponsible for it’ (Page 159.)Wo jeave
our readers to judge.
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Shape
I Any Design is leen for
Number
. Rs, 7 Only.
L 22 Cb Rolled gold wrist watches.
o e Original Price Rs. 14

Half Price Rs. 7
Only for one month.

for the New Year, All
watches are’ given at
half Prices. Thebest
movement and with" per-
N fect mechanism, looks
} beautiful to wear and
baudy. All wrist watches
are guaranteed. Any
Shape, Desxgn or any
Number is given with
1} . superior Silk strap free.

Sale Price Rs. 7 only, Guaranteed for ten years.
ONLY A FEW MORLE., WRITE NOW.
Apply to :—SWAN HOUSE, P.B. 508, 'P. T. MADRAS.

0 B PR ( AN\
| 4 TR & u1quan2;,

e O
&)

. “C” Regd riece given FREE

TO ANY ONE

ordering for our “*Tara Lever” 18 oarat Rolled gold Pocket
I Watch with beautiful engravings on the back and guarante-

ed for five years, duly stampad on the dial, by the manu-~
, faotnrers, costing RUPEES FIV

We give as a Free offer, our “C” Regd. Time Piece,

——7 Write now, This Offe er is Limited,
Can be had from—

CAP'I‘AIN WATCH C0, P- B- 265, MADRAS
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