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Editorial Notices.

Articles and photograples, intended for publication,
shotdd be sent to the Editor of the Soutl india Boy
Scout, {19 Audiyappa Mudali Street, Vepery P. O,
Madras, excepting  matter  relating  to the Boys’
Section which should be sent to the FEditor. Boys'
Scction of the South India Boy Scont, Avantika,
Rovapettali P. O, Madras. .

All matter for publication should reach the respec-
tive Editors on or before the 25th of the previous
month, and should be written clearly or preferably
typed, on one side of the papcr only.

The Editors do not hold themselves responsible to
the views held by the correspondcnts.

Al communications should bear the signature and
address of the writers.

Subscriptions, advertisements, and other business

conmmnications should be addressed to the Manager,
the Soutls India Boy Scont, P. B. 424, Triplicanc,
Madras.

The S. 1. B.S., is sent direct by post from the
pP. R. 421, T'riplicanc. Madras to any part

1l Cexlon at the rate of Rs2/-per annum
Foreign Subscription 3 shillings a year.

Manager,
of India @
Post Proec.

All general corrus[)ondmcc with reference to ghc
Hovenent should be addresscd to the Organising
Scorvtarics, Provincial Scout Hd. Qrs., Post Box 424,
Triptieane, Madras.
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Scout Fountain Pen, self filling. each As. 10-

Boy Scout Rings.

= TN

As fllustrated here, Gold 12 - 8-,
Our Indisn Boy Scout Diary.

Free : Sent on receipt of ope anna Stamp.
Complete Catalague.
Qu demand from
The Manager,

The Indian Scouts Stores,
Ederton Road, Dethl

| . 1st November, 1926.
N

THE SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT

Vol. VIL]

NOVEMBER 1926.

No. 2

f A THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH.

He fought his doubts and gathered strength,
~ He would not make his judgment blind;
. He faced the spectres of the mind
And lald them; thus he came at length

To find a stronger faith his own.

(In Memoriam., )

“ Our Mother, our Motherland, higher than Heaven itself", because here, now, in
this very 'life, India presents to us the opportunity of embellishing her to be heavenly by
becoming heavenly ourselves by loving service, righteous lives, and kind deeds of thuught-

ful chanty

Chandavarkar.

. PROVINCIAY. HEADQUARTERS NOTICES.

Passed WUOD BADGE Parts 1 1] and 11§ and

Awarded Badge and Parchment. G Veakatesan,

S. M. I Tirukkatupall.
Packs Registered :

Req. No 93 nd Dindigal (Gokbale) Municipal H.

5. Dindigat

Sholavandan.
. 95 Shivaji Pack, Setupati H. S. Madura.

- Troeps Registered :

Reg. No. 142 The Chaester Troop. Govt. Trg.

School, Dindigul. (Re-registered.)

" 151 1st Batlagundu. (Shivaji} Bd. H. S.
E Batlagundu. (Re-registered.)
£4. ., 440 2nd Batlagundu (Ramakrishna) Bd.
« H. S. Batlagundu.

441 1st Yelumalai (Asoka) Board Boys
School, Yelumalai, ¥

442 1st Tirumangalam. Pandyakula Kshatri-
ya Nadar’s Sec. School, Tirumangalam.

443 1st Utthamapalayam. Board Middle
School, Utthamapalayam.

444 Kallar Troop. Kallar Reclamation
Office, Tanjore.

Etficiency Cetificate; issued :

Scouters’ Traimng Camp held at Egmore, Madras
from 20th August to 30th August, 1926. Conducted by
Mr G.T.]. Thaddaeus, Provincial Organising Secretary,
assisted by Dr. F. H. Gravely, Mr. V. S. Rathnasabathy,
and Mr. P. S. Narayansami,

Prov. Scout Hd. Qrs.,
Madras,

\\

\,
|

94 Ist Sholavandan. (Pandia) Bd, H. S.

Certificate No.
205 L. K. IKathnam, A, S M.
290 AL E. Andrews, S. M.
207 K. Narayansami, S. M.
208 S. A. Susiananthan, A. S. M,
209 A. B. Gundachari, S. M,
210 N. A. Ragupathi, A. S. M.
211 C. Vasudevaya, S. M.
212 C. S. Bahavani Sankar, S. M.
213 C. Ponnurangam, S. M.
214 P. R. Ganapathi Pillai, S. M,
215 D. Govindarajulu, S. M.
216 T. D. Regis, S. M.
217 T. A, Purushottam, S. M,
218 T. N. Alagasingam, S. M.
219 D. Earnest Jacob, S. M.
220 G. S. Ramanatha Aiyer, S. M.
221' S. Y. Muthukrishpan, S. M.
222 B. Narayan Rao, S. M.
223 S. Krishnasami Aiyer, S. M,

Scouters’ Training Camp held at Vedamur, Chittoor
from 7th Oct. to 15th Oct. 1926. Conducted by Mr. G,
T. J. Thaddaeus, Provincial Organising Secretary.

224 A. Munisami Naidu, S. M,
225 R. Y. Somasundram, "
226 G. L. Narasimham, "
227 G. Venkatrao, ' "
228 M. C. Seshachala Naidu, "

229 Albert Samuel, A,
230 H. C. Govindarajulu Naidu A.
231 T. Jaganathan,

332 D. Purushottam Naidu.
333 T. A. Narasimhalu Naidu,
234 A. S. Venkataramanan, -

O s Zme

Provincial Commissioner.
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COUNCIL ROCK. |

CaLcUTTy,
Falling-leaf Moon.

My dear Akelas,

- I would like these monthly letters of
mine to be of help to vou, in vour work with
cubz. o I want vou to suggest subjects

which will be useful to vou.  Everv Akla
sooner  or Jater comes up against  regl
difiiculties in the running of his pack and
['am ~ure that none of vou are exceptions
to this rule. T have muvself come across’
many difficultics in dealing with hovs and
[am stll mecting them every day, and just
because of this. T hope I mayv be allowed to
help vou with vours.  So, if vou have
ditficulties to get over or problems to solve
in the running of vour packs, let me know
and T will try to help you with them, Tdon't
say that I can clear all difficultics out of
vour way, but will do my best to help yvou
to =olve some of vour problems. So, if
there is any way in which T can help vou,
let me know, by just sending a post card,
care of the S0 10 B S, Office.

I think this month T might trv and tell
vou abeut cemmon cub faults and how to
deal with them. ‘

None of cur litde brothers are faulthess,
and in all of them there are the beginnings
of sins which might grow into habits, that
mayv spoil them and ruin their lives, mav be.

;‘)‘?):i()l)i'; _””‘l oty T thing~ about his

e must be careful in dealing with
}thcm, NEVET getling cross =

(res . .

‘)i:::ﬁwt\]\hi.('lﬁnxf and verspatient all the
the pack ) -‘“_ now the (i:l}' when we find
i ‘I')'fl(l" difficult 1o deal with, they are
,1”; fl.L“l.”g among [h‘"”*"]\"m ru\\d_\\ and
Lf crtiveout of hand,  There ) Wi s
:[.l(ngiﬂ.l.mg “‘l”.‘ the cubs under these Circum:
obedicnce amd 1, O f]lllc'tl) ==t on
to L;yllL\mL and let the pack <ee that vou mean
\\':1\‘(th'tltl't.- . T.h(. second way s the only
s I any good. I we feel, that we
;‘:‘;(f{(‘;tmg Cross and angry, the ‘:“]\. thing
cubs ;:::(;.tht Meeting at onee and send the

or bad t(:m}:cr« d.

Now here ;

N ”»\f\ here are the commonest ~inx that I
1ave found among boys of Cub awe: =l <
N g boys o ub age: =

SNESS, ving, boastfulness, <tealing. lizi-
ness,  cruclty ot ‘ s and
animals Yobothh to other bovs and to
j, ‘ 1 S Among older cubs, one may come
{ ;r(]):\\ m.\()]vnu-, defianer of uuthurif\' use
O I(xrt__\ language and Impure acts,

! Will only talk about the. tirst Hist. which
: (],,(.)flliln()ll toyounger cubs as well us older.
{}( 1‘5 ;”(';SS 15 due chieflv to the fact that
cl(, cu )] 15 100 young to think of anv one
_ .'.(]‘lq;t nmself ; the doing of hiz god turn
\.‘;~ ~lw“) o conquer this evil. If the cub is
sclhish  after being in the pack sav six
months, tcll him s e when v
ave }l.' Hm so, some time when vou
t(; gtt 1tlhm h_\'l himsclf. By ston telling, try

't the cubs to admire b s< it

e unscltishness in
\\,,,I;}'lf]g r]mxst be cured at once ; the best
ig(]--']brt-o ot t‘hc cub see that sou know  he
o Ying; don’t abusc him, just laugh at
mm. If he tries again, let him sec you
remember his last I3 3 A
reniemb s last lxc_. Boastfulness is duc
t 1 fact t‘h."xt. a ltthe bov has what is
t<n-(_)\\n asan “inferiority complex ', and 1s
IYINE o get over it The cure is the same
as that for a lar,
t ?F““]'"g can _l)c cured by heing gencrous
<.).tlnm ; but LIS @ very difficult sin-to deal
\\1}1. and T will write more fully about it
nl( Nt t_nontb. Luzmcss mayv be due to cither
the boy being improperly fed,

e

A wise Akela will always be keeping  his (Continued on page 31.)
et - Cor
. ST S L Yotes , N
' T w ' o - - h iy v ef Y —
kY " ‘\& 1 ‘.u ,' L2

'NOV.

R =

K}

-~

that is due to A

1926.] SOUTH INDIA

BOY SCOUT. 27

A MODERN MOWGLI.

The folloring is an extract of an account a fpear-

Cing i the < Outdoor Life” ofJCc}'ZMI Sfrom the pen

of ¢ Black Plhine’ of Caleutta,

An Anglican clergyman in charge of the station near
Midnapare had picked up manv of the children belong-

ine to an orphange near his parsonage, from the jungles
a o by, and one of the children he said was rescued by
hom from a she-wvolf. It wonll appear that Mr. Singh

the preacher, during one of his visits 1o a village was
taken to a huge ant hill which when dug up was found
to contain a huge casve ffteen feet across.  Iirst two
full yrown wolt cubs rushetl out and escaped into the
jungle  Nest, a wreat seragey she-woll lnrehed ontand
showed fight. She was overpowered with the bows
and arrows of the villagers who had assembled to see
the fun. When they dug deeper, they came upon two
airls who had been nursed by the she—woll,  One was
about s vears old and the other about 20 Probably the
Sl wolf must have found the girl as an abandoned
child and removed her to the cave. Verv soon after, the
chiidren were removed to the orphanage, they used to

crawl about on all fours.  Thev made their own beds
af leaves and stones, and slept the one on the other
just as pnppyv dogs do. Some times the yirl used to
to try to escape by nding i the first bush she found
and was easily captured,  She was swift on her fours
and outran every human being. She used to howl and
this howl was said to be a blend of wolf howl and
human ery. She has a very strong sense of smell and
is able to scent ont meat. Once when a fow!l was killed,
she quictlv picked np the entrails and ate them with
relish.

Having lived so long in a woll's den, she is very slow
to learn and has a poor memory for human things.
Force of habit and poor memory are responsible too
for her inability even now to walk erect.  She has the
wild ammal’s distrust for human associates.  Bathing
and dressing are two things to which she strongly
abjected at first, but is just beginning to tolerate.  This
drives home to us the tremendous importance of the
first eizht vears of childhood, and how little can be
accomplished later on if the child is peglected during
the ecarly peiiod,

Educational Reform 1n

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE TANJORE
DISTRICT TEACHER'S GUILD
On the 28th August 1926 by Scouter
Ramamivtham at Kumbakonam,

(Note : This paper sevved to create great enthu-
siasm amony the teachers assembled at the meeting
and £t 15 iorth constderation viing to the fact that
the tems of work suggested have been actnally fried
with success ina School.  Comments ave welcome—
Edstor.

At the outset 1T wish to draw your attention
to certain glanng defects which you also would
liave had occasion to notice in the present
system of .education, What do we mean to
prepare the boys for? What do we mean to do
with them and ahat are we doing 7 \While in the
Training College all of us have learnt many
defmnitions for the term ¢ Education’.  We are
only too familiar with what Prof, James says—-
“ Education congists in the organisation of the
resources in the human being of powers of
conduct, which will fit him to the social and

¢ the, physical world ", Herbert Spencer is of
opinion that the true function of education is to
prepare for complete hiving.,  Can the program.
me of education we have in our schools be said
to approach that aim ? Are we at all preparing
them for life, not to speak " of complete Tiving ?
« To ereate capacity and culture, to develop skill
for the hand and sight for the soul, 1o open 1o
the individuad the means of honourable living
and to reveal to nm the fudl mcaning of ife s

the Light of Scouting.

the noble  duty of the cducator” <o said Sir
Ashutosh Mukerji.  Judged by these standards
our system of education falls far short of the

rdeal,

" At best we can only be said to give instruction

in the place of education. Through the curricula
of studies in the various subjects we only aim at
imparting information and giving instruction in
the acquisition of certain languages. We do
nothing towards the organisation and proper
cultivation of the boys’ resources. He is not a
blank slate or an empty bottle. He is endowed
with certain imnate characteristics and tenden-
cies. The purpose of education is to recognise
them and develop the good, and inhibit the
objectionable, In the present programme of
education we are not in a position to find out
the bent and bias of each and every individual
and help him in training that which he is most
naturally fitted for.

When we “have to deal with 40 and more
boys in a class and that during the most incon-
vendent part of the day, for only a limited num-
ber of hours, individual study and attention
become well nigh impracticable.  Besides the
unwieldy nature of the class, the craze for pass-
ing the S, 8. L. C, Examination has taken deep
possession of the boys as well as the parents,
Examinations have their own place, in so far as
they serve as a help to the teacher to judge the
puptl.  But o make it the sole end and aom of
educiation is to give too much importance to it
and thereby narrow the vision of the educator
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and the educated alike. Unfortunately there is
a tendency for attempting to judge of a teach-
er's worth and capacity only by the number of
eligibles he produces, and so, there is sufficient
excuse for some of us teachers beginning to din
into the ears of boys, whenever opportunities
occur, how to answer the various questions
which are usually given in the several papers of
the S, S. L. C. Examunation.

The Minister in charge. of Education wants
to have a vocational side also introduced into
the school. Considering the present economic
condition of our country and the large number
of unemployable educated young men, every
one concerned begins to think -of some such
provision to be made in the school curriculum,
How far this aspect of reform is going to find
favour with the managers of schools, who, being

faced with problems of finance are really at their
wits' end, remains to be seen, This much is
clear, that our system of education has neglected
the practical side and does not provide for a
sufficient training of the hand and the ¢ye of
the pupil.

The want of attention and ek «f intelligent
following of the lessons in clags on the part
of the boys are too well known to require
detailing. Even the best of teachers have

. succeeded during certain add moments only,

to enlist the active cooperation of the pupil
in following their lesson, This is hecause we
have not yet seriously thought of a way of
making the boys themselves take a real inter.
est in what we put before them,

(To be continued. )

Letters to a Would-be Scouter.

Dear G,

That is indeed verv welcome news to
hear that you have decided to take up
scout work. Tt is splendid and I was very
glad to hear of it, though it was not much
of a surprise tome.  For, vou were alwavs
an enthusiast in matters relating to hoyvs and
you always had their welfare at heart. And
now vou have definitely decided, T hope vou
will also overcome vour unconquerable
aversion for shorts !

This work which you have now decided
to take up is going to do a lot of good to
vou and a lot of good to the country.
Every new man like you means so many
new scouts and you may take it from me
that our country can certainly do very well
with heaps more of these ‘ bare-kneed kni-
chts '. I can assure you, you will enjoy the
game of Scouting playving it with BOYS.
Scouting is ‘ the game of life itself as seen
throngh voung eves, and it is a privilege to
be able to lead the voung ones’. It is a
splendid game, a manly healthi one, and a
team game and a very fine one at that ! .But,

mind you, it is jollv easyv to make it serious

and insipid and uninteresting, if only vou
want to! If we treat it that wav. there 1s
hardly an easier way of killing the Movement
outright,

You mean to tecach vourself and want
some of us just to help vou ? Well, that is a
very good resolve, T mean the first half of
it.  As regards the other it is immenszely
better to worry your District Scout Com-

missioner's Jife out of him until he gives.

you what is called a * Training Camp'. A
matter of ten days’ life out of dours, with
other fellows who feel the call, it may not
make you ex pert in scoutcraft, but will cer-
tainly set you well on the right road and
that is a great deal.

That may not come off for some time,
however. And since there is hardly any-
thing better to do, you can consider some
of these piloting hints. Books > None,
except ** Scouting for Bovs " to begin with.
At the same time vou could take a peep
at Lord Hampton's *‘ Scouting Sketches '
(T. P. H. Adyar). 1 know some chap,

1926.] SOUTH INDIA

who start with a very ambitious scheme and
send for the latest list of books on sumllin_g
and order a huge librany! And when it
arrives, allow them to lie mouldering in the
shelf as food for moths! ITtis sheer waste
of monev and as a Swould-be scouter vou
<hould be thriftv. Send for <8 for B 1t 1=
worth its weight in gold, and read it. You
will see how inspiring it is. You will notice
another thing about it—read it as often as
vou like. and each time vou read 1t ancw,
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vou get greater and clearer insight into the
wav in which the game is to be played.

You think it is a handicap your not be-
ing a schoolmaster ¢ Certainly not. On the
other hand, you can do just as well as any
of them or better. 1 can quote scores of
instances where non-school masters arce do-
ing splendid scouting work.

Yours in the service,
S. D,

Some of the necessary items of equipment of a troop.

A club Room
The following books 1—

Seouting for Boys in India. | 2 copies
The Patrol System., by Roland Philipps 2 copies
Letters to a Patrol T.eader, P'arts 1. 2 3 {in each

How to Run a Troop. By Youny,

Scout Games. by B, P,

How to Run a Patrol.

Kules of the Boyscouts Association in Inf

The South India Boyscont Maguzine. . st by
the Provincial Hqas, Madras. Rs. 2/- © Anuum.

Post Free.
A Union Jack.

A Troop Flag.
Patre 1 Animal Flags,
Morse Signalling Flags. 2 pairs.
Semaphore flags. 4 pairs.
Staves 5 I't. 6 inch.  Sclid Bamboo. Obtainable
from Vellore. 32
Compass {mariners’, cheap sort); -
KRopes, 8 inch thick 5 Yards long, {Cotton) one
for each boy.
Ropes. 4 inch thick 5 Yards long, {Cotton) one
« for each boy.
A troop Notice Board,
Will our Keaders kindly suggest any.other essentials ?

]

Training of Patrol Leaders.

(FROM THE ‘* OUTDOOR TIFE.”

Note —Ouy readers, especially scouters tould
have noted with cave the programme of work which
was suguested for a Patrol Leaders’ Traiming course
of a continuous nature, and which appeared in the S,
J. B.S. some time ago.  The following s a refrint
from the Outdoor Life of Ceylon and e acknor-
Uedoe with thanks the “debt.  We would yequest
all scout:rs to give the scheme a trial and send on
to us thetr comments and criticisms on the scheme so
that others might be also benefitted.  (Editor,
S.I.B.S.)

EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER READ AT THE

ROUTERS’ RALLY, JULY 11TH 1920.

TRAINING courses for Scouters would serve no
purpose, unless and until we give the benefit of our
training to our Patrol Leaders by organising Patrol
Leaders’ Training Courses on similar lines to those for

Scouters and these 'should forma vital rart of the
Annual Programme of activities for the District or the
Troop.

The Chief cmphasises that the best boys who are
setected to be Leaders, should be given special training
in their scout work and that such training should

continue from year to year.

The key to success in a troop is the efficiency of a
trained  Scouter, but the key to the continuity of this
cuceess is the eficiency of the trained Teader,

A1l are not born Teaders. Sucha boy il not born,
can be created by giving special {acilities {or acquiring
know ledge.

Course—It is advsiable to limit the number atten-
ding to 32—each Troup sending in a patrol of Gor 8
leaders—at a time. As most of the Troops are
controlled and managed by educational institutions,
«here boys are expected to take part in many other
activities. Tt would not be possible to set apart more
than a day or two in the week for the Training (""""5&
Two days of 23 or 3 hours each would suffice if the
course is carefully and thoughtfully planned cut.
Consolidate each day’s work into an "y ening’s pro-
gramme for a Troop.” It is essential that the Scout
masters or even the Scout masters of the District
whose Patrol Leaders are in training should attach
themselves to the Patrol and thus encourage by taking
in a Training Course consisting of boys of various
races, creeds, and temperaments. .

Syllabus and Management.—The selection of ~the
leaders for training should be left in the hands of the
Executive Committee of the I.ocal Association who are
responsible for the Training Camp, expenditure and
Control.  Tet the Sessions be conducted, as far as
possible by Wood Badge men.  This need not inany
deyree prevent outsiders who have the interest of the
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mavement at heart, {rom giving talks on subjects such

“as Ontdeor Life, How to appreciate Nature: Sanita-
tion Ambulance, ete. Itis a step torward, 1if we are
able 1o et the Kovers to attend the talks and one of
the Sentor Kovers o act as the Troop Lewder and
an A, S M as the Badue Secretary, whose work would
be 1o 2o round the Patrals and induce the Teaders to
be ready fur their tests and submit these names 1o the
examiners. Success of the Course ~o far as badges are
concerned, depends oun the livelness ot the DLadge
Secretars.

On the fArst dav, leaders must be made to revise and
re-pass their Tenderfoot test: within the nest two or
three dav=, their 2ud class tests: and the 1at class tests
before the end of the Course. Do not let the course
run too ong, but a good week-end camp mcluding the
the hike will throw a happy ending to the whole
convcern. It vou feel, while the course is in progress,
that vou are unable to complete the full Svllabus with-
in the scheduled periad, it wood be advisable to inelude
two sarandes as fietd-davs and the Leaders will enjov
thi- chanse /

When only two or three davs in the week are ser
arar: fur the course, the Leaders will be left with a
deal of spave-time for thea ST A 7S and those running
the colrse Mist AL a complete programme of 5T, A5
which atier all our book hnowledge, will show to our-

selves andt to the others what we are able to accomplish

as Ta ke ooalsmen

See that the Leaders do the following =T \'s before
they leaws o the nke s Patrol ery, Patrol log book,
daiiv ~herches, T F kunots, splicing and lashing, signald-
o2mt classy, cocking singing or even story telling or

S avarn 4 new  wune, ambuliee, tracking,
cvpe te o and any other 1o suit the loval conditions

Some of the Sesstons

BOY SCOUT. INOV.

(1) L flag, sians and saintes, nuots the ~talt

(2 A of scoutiny deabing woith the o lue~s
and the populanty of the mocement ar i s~ent
tme s Patrol svstem deabling with Patzal st paarol
discrphne, patrol mstrucuons, patrol
play, patrol visiting, patrol in camyg,
tions, patrol leader's responsabiities, when o
lead, privilege (Roland Plalip's Patrol Svaten deals
with each of these) lastlv, ploot,

et

AFECEREY]

(3} Investiture and the patrol, P and T woes,
map reading and mapping, reports verbal ol oatten
birds, wacking and ammal spooring Seoarag wend
camphre gomes, Sconts Own. axemanstij -; o na i
lashing, hfe-saving (demonstrations) sienalhing, Sooni’s
pace, camp  expedients,  patrol diomng o sae-, joirad
records, logs and diaries, shetching, st wd—low to
treat simple cases. Personal measurements heglits
widths, weights, numbers, camp and personai havy
FLocal weather lore, starmanship iclement o g
questions, monsoon activities, our pets, ;».x!:n: te
handicrafts, bridge building, trees, cooking aud feed
thrift (Saving's Bank), singing, storv teilime or !
acting, hiking and the lst class journey.  Most of these
sessions can be grouped and tahen at one session

iy

The course will thus include instruction in the detals
required tor the various tests leading up to and indind-
ing the Ist class badge and the study of the patrot <o
tem. Scout games and ecamp fires will form part o1 cach
day’s relaxation programme.

A course of this nature is mainly {for Pawol leaders
who are voung in scout experience and technicalitios

and for would-be-leaders
D} SETUNGO, ~ v,
St. John's, Panadira

- Local Associations and how they can help.

SOME POINTS.
cAda pted  from the Imperial
Hd. Qrs. Pamphlct No 19.)

Sir Alfred Pickford writes as fol: in his
*Notes to Over Sea Scouters’ s

“ The advantages claimed for a system
which, though cumbersome i theory, has
heen found to be the only satisfatory method
of expanding the movement on sound lnes:-

1. .Committee or " Counail 7 indi-
cates an excluzsive body. 7 Assoctation ™
brings in the ™ Community 7 idea, and the
a-sistance of the community 18 essential to
proper expansion i a distiiet,

o More money and more Scout and Cub
pasters ave got. and the appointment of the
voohit nuen 13 assired - adso the discovery of
Lpodi NS,

5o More Troops will Be formed, and, if
e District Commissioners are the right

men, there will be continuous Yocal inspira
tion in place of oceasional boosting from
Head Quarters,

4. The svstem is based on bold decen:
tralisation  on which the Movement has
everywhere depended for expansion.

5. The routine work at Head Quarters
i3 reduced and more time i1 given for cons-
tructive work ¢, g, the formation of Local
Associations in untapped arvcas. the distne
bution of literature, keeping in touch with
the Iatest developments, and so on.

6. The svstem is clastic. A loeal Asse
ciation arca mayv be a town of 1000 inhabi-
tants, or a group of towns, or township, or
it mayv be a section of a city or an area of
hundreds of square miles, large arcas being
subdivided as development continues,

7. Local Associations cither direet or
through Provincial Councils (In onr Pro-
vince, through District Councils) would be

1926, SOUTH INDIN BOY SCOUT. 31

represented on the Donunion Counctl, and
the counctl Gund also the Exceutive) would
then become representative of the Dominion
a~owhole i place of the inevitable tendeney
for 1t 1o become an entively local body.
Outside Associations are always suspleious
of the central Exccoutive, bur that feeling
can be diminished to some extent by making
both the council and Exceutive fully repre-
sentative,

S0 Delavan getting badges, forms, books,
cte 1= dinmmshed.

The obvious disadvantage is that under
a svstem of decentralisation with a large
number of Jocal Nssociations, one or two of
the  A<soctations  will be ““Dud 7, due,
usuallv  to the  District Commissioner
neglecting or misunderstanding his job.”

Last month we mentioned that a go-ahead
Association should have some Sub-Commit-
tees. We zive below, a few

I. Rover Sub-Committee: for retaining
the elder boy G most important pointy and
for matters affecting the senior branch  of
the Movement. .

2. Wolf  Cubs  Sub-Committee:  for
arranging to provide fresh recruits to come
into the Movement in large numbers, suffici-
enthy voung. <o that they stick to the Move-
ment long enough to benefit by the Scout
scheme of training and to discuss all points
connected with the Juntor DBranch of the
Movement.

3. Badyge Sub-Committee avith a Badge
Sccretary as Convener: to control and
regulate supply of all badges, to prevent
theirinisuse and to provide facilities for boys
to go up to the T class stage and carn
Proficieney Badges. .

4. Sports Sub-Committee : for football,
cricket, swimming and sports gencrally.

5. Propaganda  Sub-Committee :  for
Publicity, public mectings, Literature in the
vernaculars of the locahity cte.

6. A ppeal and Finance Sub Committee
with the treasurer as one of its members o
look to income and  regulation of expendi-
ture. Ladies mayv be encouraged te take ap
some kind of propaganda work and use
their influence to set funds for the Associa-
tion.

Meetings : In most cases, the IExceutive
might meet with advantage once a quarter.
Larger Assoctations might, if there is busi-
ness,” meet monthly. But, usuallv it s
found that the members are busy and can-
not devote time for  monthly mectings.
Trivial matters should not be discussed  at
the mectings and time wasted.

Scouters’ Mectings: The Scoutmasters
should mcet monthly with the Commissioncer
presiding. At these mectings, i addition
to a general talking over of hopes and dis-
appointments,  they  can  discuss  details
connected with troops, competitions, badges,
cte., so that the Exceutive Committee. when
1t meets, can have the Scouters” considered
opinions at once, instead of listening to a
lot of discussion.

(To be continued.)

CAMP PRAYERS.

We o thank Theg for Thy blessings in
creation, for the beauty of the carth and sca
and sky, for the happiness of our lives, for
peitceful homes and healthful davs, for our
powers of mind and bodyv, for faithful
friends for the joy of loving and being

loved.

(From page 26.)
COUNCIIL ROCK.

a physical cause, but it may be also to a
dislike of doing something.  In the latter
case, Akela must encourage the cnb  untjl
he knows the joy of tackling something very
difficult. ! ’

Cruetly i1s only cured by love.  Give the
boy somcthing to love, if he is eruel to other
boys, make him responsible for a vounger
and weaker boy.  If he is cruel to a{nim;‘lls,
get him a pet. :

I will say more on’this.subject next month.
Yours cver,
Tall Pine.
Ak. L,
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that was transacted there, - s was pointed
out in the S, 10 Bos.at the time of his
departure, the head <f the Junior League of
Nations in Madras wck jarticular care to
make the Scnior Leaoue of Nations know
something of the activities of the ™ Junmor
League in Indic. We are all grateful to
our Chief for the splendid work he did there,

» * - *

The Provineial Commissioner very kindly
patd o visit o Bimibpatam and spoke
words of encouragement 1o the  Scouters
ander training o the Ist Vizag District
Training Camp.  Some oxtracts of  his
specch appear below. His visit was most
enceuriging and  Scouting werk has thus
bezun under the best auspices in the North-
ern Circars. Immodiately following  this
camp the one at Rajahmundry intended for
Kishna aned Gedavert Districts 15 expected
te supphy w long felt want in those districts.
The Provincial Commissioner has promised
to visit this camp also if circumstances per-
mit and we hope that the Scouters of Goda-
veri and Kistna will have the same good-
luck as their brothers of Vizagapatam.

o Let me assure you that it has given me
unalloved  pleasure to be amongst you this
evening,  When some few days ago 1 was as-
ked by the Orgamsing Sceretary Mr. Nara-
vanaswami,  whether  he  may proceed  to
.\'xzugzlpuuuu in order to help tn the running of
this camp, I gave the pernussion  with  the
utimost readiness “and alaerity. My reascus
were manttold ; T am afraid that commensura-
telv with ther general progress and thewr being
abreast of the many sided movement of various
kinds in this country, the people of the Andhra
Province have not at all events recently -
manifested that mterest in this great ennobling
movement of which 1 desire to say a few words,

In the trst place so faras 1 had heard of
Dimthipatam the site offered  almost  ideal
opportumes for an ideal camp, because nature
and men have to aperate to prml'uvv the right
kind of scoutng. My h‘ivndsv \\'ll} pardon me
ipasmuch as this scour gathering s one of the
et of v kiod i the district if not andeed in

the Andhra province, i 1 addrece a few words on
Ure oot moverent hoping contidently thae |
ol be able wo aronse the little of your interest

ot vout endhesmasm, Whats the scout move-
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ment 2.\ very great man desanbed ot s the
Junior League of Nauons, but I consider 1t
something better and higher than that. What
15 the natural insunct of the young man or the
child ? He wishes to go out into the open and
when he reads stories, he s attracted by anec.
dotes ke Robmson Crusoe and  Gulliver’s
Travels and the spirit of adventure and heroism
is instinctively roused in hime and it cives the
young boy a habit of sclt-rehance. Sceondly
i habit of open air and open outlook avesa
different shape to men's thonght, The scout
has no leisure to be morbid, to be merely mtro-
spective and feed on his own thoughts and
get mto controversy.  He is a part of Nature
around him.  Thirdly he has the nstimenyve
readiness to be of mmediate service to s
fellow creatures. His motto is »* Be Prepared
and Be Prepared for every emergency.  Lastly
the Movement enables people to work regardless
of race, regardless of communities, regardless of
barriers which are batfhng in character and
distressing to the true lover of the country. I
call upon every one to join this movement as i
true patriot and make that a live force i order
to produce a regimentaton of uie nleas ?\‘h'l‘th
15 so necessary for the uplift of our country.

» * » »
We regret that lack of space prevents
us from giving our rcaders an account of
Kandersteg, and also the next instalment of

-P/1. Bisu. Wc hope to publish them in our

next issue.
* » 4 .

Arrangements are rapidh gomng on ‘fnr
the establishment of 4 permanment tramning
amp on Gillwell Tines for the Presidency
and God willing we will have one wvery
soon. It would then be possible for many
more men to take the training and  come
into the Movement.

» . . L4

The  Provincial Scout Headquarters s
improving day by day and the new  hall
built in commemoration of the Jamboree
will be opened by His Excellencey the Chief
Scout on the drd of December next.

The Annual eeting of the Provineial
Council of the Association will take place
on the 7th Decanber 1926 when His Exeed-
deney will preside,

. I [ ]
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The Boy Scouts Assoctation of Mvsore
arc organising the Sri Krishna Raja All-
India First Aid competitions open to Scout
troops in India, Burma and Cevlon, from the
27th to 31st December, 1920, at Bangalore,
Applications should be sent through their
respective Provineial Organisations. Rovers
are ilso cligible to compete, but they will be
judged with @ handicap. For further parti-
culars please apply to the Organising Scere-
taries. Post Box, 424, Triplicane, Madras.

* » - »

The need for propaganda to cducate pub

lie opinton is very great and we request

District and Local Associations to send us
suggestions as to how best such propaganda
work could De carried on in oan intensive
and cifective manner calculated to serve the
best interests of the BOY.

Good Scouting.

M Qv ML{MW an

<

Managing Editor, S. I. B, S.

News From Various Quarters.

Madura :~The scouts of the Sowrashtra, Setupathi
High Schools and College helped very much during the
local Navarathri festival at the temples.  The District
Scout Commissioner writes to sav that the Police and
Temple authorities heartilv cooperated wihh the scouts
and appreciated their services.

Mangalampet, South  Arcot :—The Bharathamatha
Troop wcouts had very good camping at Edaikkal, 7
miles away from their Hd. Ors. With the help of the
Forest Panchavet members and the guard, they were
able to go round and see the interesting portions of the
dense forest. They had exercise in- mountain climbing
also.

Ambur. North Arcot ~—The D). E. O andthe Dy. |
S. paid a visit to the Vikrama troop on 20,107/ 26, After
a programme which was much appreciated. the D E.0).
distributed the proficiency badges which a number of
the sconts had won, A short address of advice to the
sconts concluded the function.

Papanasam, Tanjore :(—The second anniversary of
the Dhavala troop was celebrated on the 5th October
inder the Presidency of P V. Seshn Iver, Esq., Prin-
apal of the Kumbakonam College.  Messrs. €. H,
Boulton M A, T CO S, sub Collector, €. S, Krishna-
swanmi Alver, Vakiland other distinguished gentlemen
were present. There was a very interesting and scouty
display, a camp fire sing song, games etc., to amuse the
audignee. 1 Class badges were distributed to the
winners of those Badges. The president made a very
eulogistic speech and congratulated the troop. Mz,
Boulton also addressed the boys and advised them to
be proud of their uniform and not bring disgrace on it
on any account.

Pudulkotal :—The present strength of scouts and
Scouters in the State is 300 and all the scouts met to-
gether ina grand Kally and March Past, during the
Busserali.  The Regent who is the Chief Scout of the
State teok the salute. The Cheri troop furnished the
band  The Regent addressed the bovs on the ideals of
the Movement and exhorted them 1o train themselves
to be worthy citizeas of the State.  In the eveniny the
SCouts were given a sumptuous treat and there was a
splendid camp fire sing-sony.

Chingleput -—The Vith Chingleput troop camped 3
miles away from their Hd. Qrs., on the 10th October.
They camped in a shady grove and work and play were
m - the Patrel svstem. Scout practices in I Class and
Il Class work occupied most of the time.  The even-
ing camp fire was a great success. The thanks of the
Troop are dué to the Superintendent and the Head-
master of the Reformatory School.

Madyas :—The Rama Troop, Triplicane bad two
camps during the Dusserah and had a very nice time of
it. * Prof. Cherian of the Christian College who saw
them at work was very favourably impressed and con-

gratulated them on their efficiency.

. - - »

The Madras Provincial Council was At Home to the
Provinaal  Commissiner on the evening of the Ist
November  Messrs. } 1 “Oakley and Paranhusam
Naidu, and Capt Barnard spoke in appreciative terms
of the Chiel Guest’s work at Geneva and welcomed him
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once more to Madras, The 'rovincial Commissioner
gave an accoant of the work that was done at the
League of Nations and at Kandersteg and compared the
worh iransacted by the Sentor and Junior Leagues of
Nations at Switzerland, and told the gathering his share
in it and thanked the members for the kindness.

Bimlipatam Vizag Dist :—The Scouts of the 1
Bimlipatam Troop had their #th Anniversary celebra-
tion on Tuesday the 26th Oct. when Mr J. V. Sybba-
rao Garu, D. IO, Vizag Dist., presided, The trocp
gave a veryv successful show  of a short scout play and
a scene in Telugu from lava Kusa and had a Camp
fire sing ~ong. The president spoke on the value of
the Movement and exhorted every parent present to
make his bov a scout. The Provincial Organising Secre-
tary Mr. P S Naravanaswami who was conducting
a scouters’ Training camp at the place also spoke on
the value of scout training for bovs. Mr. Dikshitulu
the ~coutmaster of the troop thanked the president and
the audience for their great interest in the Movement.

Visagapatam —Mr. PP S Naravanswami. the Pro-
vincial Organising Secretary who was on a short visit
to the town addressed a’ large audience on the Bov
Scout System of training for bovs at the Town Hall
on the evening of the 28th October under the presiden-
cyof M R Ry, A,V Bhanojirao Garu M. L. ¢,
Zemindar. \s a result of the address, steps are being
actively taken for the formation of a District Scout
Council for the District.

Rajahmundry : At the special request of the Munici-
pal chairman, Mr. T. S, Subrahmanva Iver, y.a., 1.7,
Principal, Govt. Training College, has arranged for
fortnizhtly talks to about 200 Elementary School
masters  The fust of these talks " Scouting and Citi-

zenship V' came  oft on 3uth October when Mr P
S Naravanaswami, Prov Org: secv apohe to the
teachers on the aims and ideals of the Movement and
how it was eminentiv suited to Indian ¢onditions

Training Camps.

Vedamoor, near Chittoor - Tth (xiober to 15th
October 1926 A very success{a} Traming Camyp was
conducted by Mr. ;. F J. Thaddaeus, Proo Ore Sec
daring above datex  The Arrangements we e ve v gooal
and though it rained heavily, the campers were nol
damped in spirit at all. 23 attended and total working
time was more than 40 Lours The last dav the
Collector of the District Mr. Braidwood, 1« .~ pressded
at the investiture ceremony. Manv visitors inciuding
Mr. K. Narayana Iver, 1.¢ 5., Dist Judge and the 1nst
Educational otficer were present at the function

Bimlipatain, Vizag: 17th 16 27th October 1926 A
training camp for Vizagapatam District was conduocted
by Mr. P. S Naravanswami, Pro - Org: Secv. The
campers came from all parts of the Instrict and the
camp was a success. 19 members attended as {ulltimers
and 8 Rovers of Bimlipatam as part timers  On Sundas
the 24th October, the Frovincial Commissioner the
Hon'ble Sir € P. Ramaswami Iver. Kk « 1 1 who
was on a short Visit (o Viz

ag visited the camp and
addressed the Scouters.  Extracts from the address

appears elsewhere and will be read with interest by
our Andhra brothers.

Kumbakonan :  Tanjore—The Tanjore  District
Scouters’ Refresher camp was held in the Kumbakonam
Town Extension grounds from the sth to, 1.2th October
Mro P S, Narvanswami. Peo Org Secy . with help of
Mr. J. I Muthiah of Mannargudy conducted the camp
16 active Scouters from all parts of the Distrot took
part in the camp

PROSPECTIVE TRAINING CAMPS.

C=Cantinuous, W, .= Week-end.

{After each course is given the name and address of
the authority to whom correspondence should be
addressed for further particulars.)

Scouters’

Fanjore (C)  Kuttalam, N. R.  Subrahmanva
Iver, Esq., Headmaster Board High School, Kuttalam.

Nilgiris (C) Mr. Devanesan. Honyv. Secy., Nilgiris
District Scout Council, C/O Col. Porter, Dist. Scout
Commr. Coonoor

Salem {C) S. A. Steele, Esq., District Scout Com-
missioner Salem.

RBellary {C) The Hony. Secy., Dist. Scout Council,
C/OA. R'angana(ha Mudaliar, Esq, ML L. C,Y. M T A .
Madras.

Trichinopoly (C) Swami Desikaclrariar Esq., Joint
Secv , Trichy. Inst. Scont Council  Veankata Park,

¢(antonment, Trichinopoly.

Madura (C) K. Krishna Iyer, Fsq . BA,BIL . Dist
Scout Commissioner, Thanappa Mudali Streetr, Madura.
Godavery and Kistna * () T
Iver, Esq., l’rin(tipal' Govt

S, Subrahmania
Training College, Raja-
mundry and District Scout Commissioner.

Ananthapur (C) V. 5 v

asudeva Sastry, Eaq, Dis-
trict Educational Otficer,

Ananthapur.

Tanjore (W. E) P § Naravanswami, Fsq., Prov.

Organising Secy., P. B3 424, Triplicane, Madras.

Cubbers’

Trichinopoly (W. E.) K. Madhavachary, Esq. B AL
B.C.E., Asst. Engineer, Golden Rock, Trichinopoly

South Arcot (Cy M. ¢ "Parthasarathy Mudalar,

Esq., Dist. Scout Commissioner, Vriddhachalam.

(*—this camp will have been half over by the time
this number of the S. I. B § reaches you )
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THE SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT
BOYS’ SECTION.

SCOUTS AT THE DAWN.

Gladly do I send this word to all you men of to-morrow,

Brothers in the Boys’ League of Nations.

You have lived through the darkest and most thrilling
years of human history; ycu stand at the dawn of the noblest
years that Time has ever known.

Be sure that great cvents arec in the making. New nations
are rising; a new world is building up. Be Prepared for your
place in it, for when those who have brought the world to this

let slip the reins, their power will pass to you.

Remember one.-thing: unworthy of any boy who holds the name
of Scout is the spirit of hate, doing far more harm to those who
cherish it than to those who suffer it. Out of hate spring war
and cruelties and infamics of every sort. It goes through the
world like an ugly snake, poisoning human life, wrecking human
hope, fouling sweet placcs everywhere. A dragon this for every
Scout, to slay.

We have to love one another, we have to beleive in one aunother
we have to trust one another, for we are brgthers all. We belong
to one vast family-—not one company or onc patrol, not one town
or one country: we live henceforward not on an island or a
continent, but on a planet, and on this planet, among the great

forces working for righteousness and happiness and goodwill,

working to save it from the devilries and infamies of greed and
war is this glorious company of Scouts whose honour yousustain,

Keep its honour burning brightly. Let its music ring. Let
its light shine forth. Let all men see that there is a company
of men who know the power that is in them and will not rest till
they have done with it what God has put it in their hearts to do.

Amillion Scouts and one great purposc, and our dreams shall

yet come true.
ARTHUR MEE,

Editor of the ¢ “Children’s News Paper.
(From the Jamboree. )
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THE STUDY OF BIRDS.

‘This was originally written for a
Magasine to be  published in Malabar.
Hence the references to that District—12d.)

There 15 no  aspect of Scouting more
neglected in India at the present time than
observation and the patient study und love
of nature.  How few Sceouts can read the
story of footprints and tracks 7 How f( Wocare
to spend a quict hour in the country or in
woods, watching and studvng the ways of
its dwellers = Tt is hard to find a Scout who
can tell vou the names of all the birds and
trees vou pass along a mile of  country
lanes.

But. at the zame time. there is no more
important part of zcouting.  Observation
and nature study are, tn fact, the educational
method of  scouting, the only wav  in
which we can train ourselves to be true
*Scouts .- backwoodsmen,  pathfinders.
Thev are the most fascinating, if not the
most useful, things a Scout can learn.

Bird-lore is a delightful introduction to

ture-craft.  Birds arc everywhere and the

570y ¢of them involves no special knowledge,
t. sang or expenditure.  They are creatures
full - ife, vivacity and beauty, with mar-
ked characteristics and not a little indivi-
duality.  Every Scout should make an eifort
to know something of these lietle beings. the
birds our sisters, as St.  Francis called
them. At so many points they are superior
to man. They move with case in an
clement, which we have enly learnt painfully
and imperfectly to float in.  There 1s an
innate grace in nearly all their motions.
They compass with unfailing certainty notes
which no human throat can reach. They
are clothed in colours which Solomon in all
his glory might envy.  They are guided by
an instinct which often leaves us dumh with
surprise, as w hen a swallow, after spending
a winter in southern warmth, returns  the
next spring, after a journey of 3, 000 miles,
to the very chimney stack where it built its
fest the vear before. Birds are also the
friends of an. not only cheering us by
their brightness and their music but also
doine the farmer invaluable service by eat
1y ":p the destructive  caterpillars and

worms.  Not a crop could be harvested f it
were not for the birds.

Begin the studv of birds by learning theiv
name.  When vou incet @ strange bird, ask
someone who knows or, better snll. identify
it by referring to that excellent kev, Dewar »
Indian Hml.». If vou know the size and
colouring of a bird, Dewar will tell vou 1ts
name in five minutes. No bird lover can
afford to be without this book.  But, since
vou cannot alwavs carry itoabout. 1t s
necessiary to have a little fickd note baok in
which vou can enter the details of shigpe
and colour and size when you sce a bird,
An admirable litde note book  for this pur-
pose has been published by Mr. Ross. the
Scout Commissioner for the C. P., which
can be obtained for the modest sum of two
annas. It 1s hardly necessary to wamn
scouts not to throw stones at birds.  Only
by very quict movements can you get near
enough to them to watch their wavs.  Give
them the least cause for alarm and they are
of over the near meadows, past the stll
stream

In Malabar, there is a large variety of
birds, because the district has sea and river
and lagoon, field and forest, plain and hill,
You cannot find the same birds cverny
where 5 each species has its particular ha
bits.  Some. like gulls, love the  sea;
storks, crances, terns, heron are all water or
marsh birds; for martins onc goes to the
sands, for pond herons to wet ficlds, for
lapwings to heaths; and so on.  The red-
vented bulbul isa common inhabitant of
the plains ; but the redwhiskered bulbul 1s
fastidious, likes a temperate climate and
haunts the  hills.  The black fork-tailed
drongo or king-crow may be seen on any
telegraph wire, but his cousin, the racket-
tailed drongo, is a shy  bird and keeps him-
self almost entirely to forests. It 15 a
magnificent bird. black all over, with a
proud crest on its head and with two long
tail feathers, twenty inches long, swelling
at the tip into the shape of a country oar.
I shall never forget the thrill with which 1
saw my Hrst specimen in the heart of a
forest near Trichur.

PRS-
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The king-crow, in spite of being so com-
mon, is a very interesting bird. It is an
extraordinarily  plucky creature and puts
crows and even kites to flight. It cherishes
an invincible animosity against anvone who
throws stones at its nest and will pick him
out unerringly from a number of people.
The appetite of the infant king-crows for
caterpillars  1s almost 1nexhaustible ; the
parents are kept busy the whole day in a
vain attempt to satisfy the cravings of the
voungsters.  Its tlight is remarkably grace-
ful and it volplanes in the most elegant
curves.

Birds differ as widcly in their manner of
flving as in their colours or their calls.
Some spend the best part of the day on the
wing, like the kite which hovers almost
motionless, a speck in the infinite blue,
while its telescopic eve misses no chance of
prey below.  The kite's tail 1s its rudder,
as a little observatiou will verify. The
common myna has whirring flight, beating
its wings rapidly ncarly all the time. The
woodpecker has an undulating motion flying
in long curves, very curious to watch. Some
birds, degenerate, never fly at all, like the
ostrich ; and one or two have even lost their
wings, like the moa. Wild duck are good
fliers, but the domestic duck has almost lost
the faculty.

The most obvious thing about birds is
their colour; and this raises all kinds of
interesting questions. Why is it that the
most gay in plumage are usually the least
sweet in song? Some of the brightest
_birds are also very shy and love to hide
D hemselves in foliage, for instance the oriole,

@ the coppersmith, the pitta. The oriole is
#  the black and gold bird, often seen in mango

groves. The coppersmith is a barbet,
which has earned its name by its monotonous
tonk, tonk, tonk, a bird more often heard
than seen. The pitta I have only seen
once, in a wood ; in North India it is called
the naurang, nine colours. Then, again,
there 1s the curious phenomenon of a bird
changing colour as it grows oller.  The
best example is the Paradise flyeatcher, not
a very common bird, but one that mayv he

The cock in the first year i

l.
'th a httle se .u(lnng I most parts ()f ’;m“

chesthut above and white below, with a
black head and crest ; the next vear it deve-
lops two long tail fcathers ; and as it grows
older still, the chestnut gives place to pure
white,  The hen is all the time like the
voung cock.  This is only one instance of a
strange feature, the difference between male
and female, what scientists call sexual di-
morphism. - The curious thing is that the
male is nearly always the brighter and more
gorgeously  clad, reversing the order of
human society.  Compare the tails of the
peacock and peahen.  Or take the little
sunbirds, the tiny creatures with long curved
beaks that flit from flower to flower.  The
hen is of @ dull brown, the cock shines in
purple and lilac and green. The same
difference may be noted in the common koel.

The koel, of course, i1s a cuckoo. The
English cuckoo is rarely seen in the Indian
plains, but the Indian cuckoos have, most of
them, the same parasitic habits, laying
their cggs in other birds” nests.  The brain
fever bird is also @ cuckoo, but it 13 so hke
a hawk that it 1s often called a hawk-cuckoo.
Most people have heard it, uttering 1ts
crescendo three-note shriek at night with -
persistence worthy of a better cause; 'T'y
it is a most difficult bird to approach, hi
itself in the tops of tall trees and ,ing
away on the slightest alarm. Its “call can
hardly, even by courtesy, be described as a
song.

There are not many true singing-birds in
Malabar or in India. We have no night-
ingale in the plains ; and although we have
larks, 1 have never heard them sing in
profuse strains of unpremeditated art’
But the fantail flycatcher has a verv pretty
song of six or seven notes, which it is never

‘tired of repeating.

I have made no attempt to enumerate all
the common birds of Malabar. Such an
cnumeration would take up more room than
the Editor can spare and it would not be of
very much use.  But perhaps I have said
enough to send some Scouts at least to the
open country; and the quict woods to ohserve

f(/thwhggubhﬁ ~Jich variety and the
! ()"l;li life.

R ZACHAKIAH,
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Letters to Young Scouts.

1

When General Booth, the founder of the
Salvation  Nrmyv, was 10 America once, a
newspaper reporter asked him how old  he
was.

"I am eighty three vears voung 7, replied
the General ¢ hurfull\ And when he died
his heart was still that of a child.

.\'u\v I am rather an old person (or shall
N sav T not very voung o operson) to write to
vounyg Scouts, But \\h(_ll I became a Scout,
[ had to choose a Scout name. At first 1
thought  of  calling  myself  “ WHITE
HORSE 7" —till somebody said that was
the name of a famous brand of whisky. So
I thought again: and suddenly T remem-
bered that one of my names was BROOKIE-
which suggested WATER. So I turned
that name into “ RUNNING WATER " —
and that is how I shall sign myself in
future. Being a keen trout fisherman I
alwavs love running water : and further it is
a cheerful name that refuses to stagnate.
For there are few things more  poisonous
and harmful than toul ~ta"n(mt water.

For water, like a Scout, 18 meant to run—
not to stagnate.
2

Hove vou. by the way, taken a Scout
Name » It is rather a jollv thing to do.
One of myv Cevlon friends (who has proved
a real friend to many Madras Scouts) is
called " CHOTA LION."  And another is
“ KINGFISHER BLULE.”

Ssa now I hope vou will do the same.,
Try and think out a name that will be a
~vmbol to vou of energy. happiness, and
help to others. Then find out the proper
Scout writing for it. " Running Water ™
in Xeout ese 15 written.

Just Like That.

N -

N
)

Voo how an o Seout World people
o e Do 70 after which age 1 think

they ought to begin again -—evervthing
written onght to make an appeal to some:-
bhodv.  What, T wonder, will appeal must
to j‘(:ll} FFor we have to get to know one
another first. After thinking hard, shall we
begin with Honour -

4

As vou all know, Scouting i: founded on
the game of Honour. Isay * Game,” becaunse
I think a splendid thing like Scouting is not
work (which so often means drudgery) but
fun—something vou love to do with a smil-
ing face pluckily and which not only makes
vou happy, but makes you make other peo-
ple happy too. The other day 1 spoke about
Scouting to some voung prisoners in a gaol.
And gaols are not much fun, 1 can tell
you. Yet after a short time [ found these
young prisoners were smiling at the veny
thou«'ht that they were going to be given a
chnnu of taking up this wonderful life-
game of Scouting.  We got a fine Scout to
come and help and T wish vou counld have
been present and seen their faces. when we
promised to show them with lantern shdes
all the jollv thing’s Scouts learn and do.

N

And now, a word about Honour.  That
Is & man's most precious possession.  Yet
how often we all shp awav and hnd our
honour is stained.  Honour is the Scout's
shield against temptation and wrong doing.
In olden days men used shields and looked
after them. Otherwise, in battle, the shield
through neglect was no help, but rather a
hindrance. So keep vour shield of Honour
bright. And, it might help if yvou made for
vourself a little metal shield and hung it
up in vour room and polished it every day
so that you could see your own face in it.
Then I think you would find that your
honour would become a very real thing and
both vour honour and yvour face would be

bright.

And nor I must forsake more running of
mk, and be simply
RUNNING WATER.

1926.] SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT.
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CAUGHT.

Rajagopal, The 1st class Scout of the
Ranjit Singh Troop sat outside a tent and
whisted disconsolately, for it seemecd dull
work staving behind to watch the camyp
equipment and preside over the pots and
pans while the rest of the troop were
exploring the mountains and caves some
three miles away,

Rajagopal considered himself a man of
action, and he was certainlyv the best all-
round athlete in the little company ; in fact,
the only thing he couldn’t do was to sit still,
and that was whyv cooking in a lonely field
seemed dull on a bright morning when one
felt particulary jolly and well, and very keen
on doing something with one’s arms and
legs.

But, as the Scoutmaster had pointed out
every one must take his turn, and it was
now Rajagopal's turn to see if he could
distinguish himself as cook,

He had peeled a whole basketful of pota-
toes and found it not at all an amusing task ;
he had to look after the big pot of rice which
simmered slowly over the camp oven not
once but many times ; and between whiles
he had practised his favourite pastime (a
coiled rope lay at his feet) ; and now he
glanced rather  distastefully at a  huge
pumpkin, just outside the tent, and wonder-
ed if he ought now to begin to work on 1t in
time for dinner.,

Then a man came out of the wood near, a
dilapidated di@s‘ipdted looking  creature,
plainly the sort of ne’er-do-well who alwayvs
blamed il luck for his misfortunes.

He began to whine.

" Give me a morsel of food for pityv's sake,
lud. ' starving, and haven’t got a pie
or a friend m the world.™

“Can't vou get anv work ? My friends
and 1 have been put up at the farm helping

the farmers round here, because thev are so
shorthanded.™

“Ican’t work, lad,” The man told such
a piteous tale that Rajagopal gave him some
food and while his visitor ate it—he showed
little appetite for a starving man—he went
once more to attend to the boiling pot of
rice.

As he stirred it briskly his quick ear
heard a stealthy sound behind him, and
he turned round in time to sce the tramp
making off as fast as he could with some of
the clothes that were left out in the sun to
dryv.

Like o flash Rajagopal’s brain worked.
If he follwed, the man would lead him a
dance, and he was pledged not to leave the
(‘nmp on ((ll}' account,

With a quick gesture he stooped, and
through the air flashed a coil of rope so
gracefully  thrown that it looked like a
wreath of curling smoke.

There was a seream of terror. and the
lassooed man was fairlv caught,

Rajagopal allowed him to go with a
caution and when his friends came back
end asked him how he liked cooking, he
answered. with a0 g, * Best sport I've
aver had,”

Life in an Indian Pond.

(by S. T. Mosks, M.

(Continved from last montl’s issue)

(i) Varticella, the  Bell  animalcule
(Fig 3.0 This creature which gets its
popular name from the shape of its body is

fixed, by a long stalk capable of heing”

coiled like a watch spring, to weeds.  The
rim of the bell is fringed with a circlet of

A, FUROALTL, F.Z.S)

short hairs, which cause by their action a
whirrlpool (Vortex) washing down food-
particles.  The nucleus is peculiar in being
shaped ke a horse-shoe. Multiplication is
by division, equal or otherwise.  Usnally
there is o longitudinal division into 2 equal
nidividuals, one of whom remains in the
~talk the other swimming away to start life’
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on its own'. Io the unequal  division, the
largest  among the resultants stay in the
stalk, the others as many as seven going
away to shift for themselves. A cousin of
vorticilla is colonial, assuming the form of
a branched tree, each branch carrving a
body, as a result of the divided individuals
retaining their connection with the stalk.

iv Volvox (Fig 4) This is a colony of
green cells arranged in a hollow sphere of
mucilage. Seen as a round green speck,
huge numbers of these congregate in the
stagnant temple tanks and give the water a
characteristic greenish appearance. Each
cell carries two long hairs and by the
combined action of all hairs, the whole
colony rolls along with a rotatory motion.
At Puri temple-tank the water considered to
be sacred because it moves of itself owes it
to these creatures which are claimed both
by Zoologists and Botanists. The indi-
viduals composing one colony may be
differentiated into those who by division
give rise to similar ones, some who by divi-
sion give rise to male cells and others who
give rise to female cells.  Several daughter-
colonies may also be seen swimming freely
in the interior.

The animal next to be described is higher
in the animal scale. It rarely reaches 3-4
millimetres and is found attached to duck-
weed, twigs, etc., in the pond. Itisa cylinder
at the free end of which there is a number of
long delicate tentacles arranged in a circlet
round a mouth (Fig 5). When tired of being
in one and the same place, it floats away to
another ; or it loops like a caterpillar or like
an acrobat moves on its tentacles keeping
the body nearly vertical. The tentacles
seize the prev which includes young fish-fry.
When alarmed the tentacles disappear
within the bodyv and the whole animal
shrinks up into a rounded mass. One
curious thing about the creature is, it goes
on feeding as usual, even if itis turned
inside out.  Reproduction is by the union
of male and female elements which however
are produced in the same individual.  Ano-
ther method 1s that of budding, when
miniature creatures grow at the sides of the
puirent to separate eventually and lead an
independent existence. The fact that the

animal can be multiplied by artificial divi-
sion, the 2 halves becoming luter complete
individuals has secured for it the name
Hydra the mythological water serpent with
many heads which when cut off were succer
eded by double the number (Raktha Baja-
sura of Hindu mythology-.)

Of the worms in a pond, 3 examples
may suﬂicq. Two are readily visible as
also recognisable as worms ; but the other is
microscopic in size and there is nothing in
1ts appearance and structure to suggest 18
being a worm, though in its life history it
passes through a stage which is common to
all worms. These wheel animalcules which
are usually found fixed on weeds &c., are s0
called because a pair of wheels are ’preScnt
at the free end of the bodv. The wheels
carry hairs at the fringe and these go on
revolving, causing a current to take the prev

in. To chew the food is found a special _

organ in the stomach, 2 hammers working
alternatly on an anvil. They are pmpagatea
by means of eggs as well as by budding.
The animalcules and their eggs retain their
life right through droughts and resume their
activity when the'rains fill up their ponds.

The hairworms are very common in
ponds. They are found in such large
numbers in ponds especially after rains that
the popular belief is it rains worms! When
seen they are usually found coiled one with
another in such a tangled mass that the
name Gordius of the Gordian knot fame
has been applied to them. Thev pass one
stage of their lives in waterbectles.

Leeches also inhabit ponds especially
dirty ones with stagnant water. Hence the
Malayalam saying ““ Attaku Pattakulam.”
Tamil and Malavalam proverbs sav that a
leech when washed and placed on a cot will
not stay there but will only go to its muddy
tank. The leech has 2 suckers one at each
end of its bodyv. It has eves, the popular
belief based on the saving ** attaku kannu
koduthal " that it is blind is not true. Its
stomach is a long tube running from one
end to the other of the body and carries
pouch-like extensions on both sides. (Fig 6.)

"When the lceeh is gorged with blgod it as-

sumes abont 8 times its usual proportion.
A pigmy kind gets access into our nose

nucleus

stalk

2

Fig 7.:—1. Culicine and 2. Anopheline Jarvae in
their usnal resting posture just below the surface of

water.
Fig 3:—VORTICELLA.
originator of
Lot Jemale cells
ddearedel (W .
colonies 5
originator of
. wrale cells
Fig 8 A \WHIRLIGTG BEETLE.
tentacles
smonth [
Fig 5:—HYDRA.
sucker
‘ Fig 9:— WATER-SCORPION.
: cpgsac
sucker '
g h —LEECH DISSECTED TO SHOW ITS
) STOMACH. Fig 10 :—FEMALYE CYCLOPS.

tSee page 13.)
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throngh drinking water and causes bleeding
through the nose. Popularly it is said
leeches can be avoided by drinking with
cupped hands but the safest thing s to drink
boiled filtered water and nothing else.

Of the insects characterised by the presence
of 3 pairs of feet, 2 of our examples spend in
water only a portion of their existence while
the rest are aquatic through their lives. Most
incects pass through the following stages
in their life history.  From the egg hatches
out a caterpillar (larwa) which is worm
like in appearance and very gluttonous in
habit. It is then transformed into a pupa from
which case finally emerges the winged
insect. The mosquitoes and dragon-flies
spend their larval period in water. " Mos-
quitoes, 2 gemera of them, are common in
South India and both stand convicted of
transmitting disease germs from man to man.
Anopheles is responsible for the spread of
malaria and culex carries the parasite
causing elephantiasis. It is the female with
its pair of lancets, wedges, saws and a
sucking siphon, that is the ‘ bloodsucker,’
the male 1s perfcctly,harmlcss. The cggs
are laid in water, the anopheline ones being
single, while the culicine eggs are stuck
together to form a raft. The larvae are
voracious feeders, having the mouth at one
end and a breathing tube at the other

(Fig 7.) Atmospheric air is required for
breathing purposes, hence it is that the
breathing tubes at the tail end are kept
bobbing up on the surface of the water in
the pond. By applving kerosene to the
surface of the water these potential mischief
makers can be suffocated. Another eifective
way of petting rid of these pests is to in-
troduce into the ponds special kinds of
fishes, many of them very common, which
consider the larva asa delicacy. Dragon-
flies which are harmless to man, deserve
their name, being the hawks of the insect
world, more voracions and active than the
fabled dragons of antiquity. The eggs laid
in water or on weeds, hatch out into larvae
which carry a mask attached to the head.
When a prey approach within a safe
distance, the mask which is armed  with
teeth is projected, the prey seized and
drawn towards the month.
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The whirligig beetle (Fig 8) is small
shiny insect scen moving in incessant acti-
vity on the surface of tanks and ponds.
Their name implies their habits for they are
whrling about very fast on the surface of
the water, rushing round and round in a
curious way as if engaged in a game of
¢ Catch as catch can.’  When alarmed they
dive for a time to reappear and continue

their interrupted pastime with greater
vigour. It is known in Malavalam as

¢ Ezhuthachan '—the caste title of school
masters, as it is supposed to describe the
outlines of the letters of the alphabet on the
water.

The water scorpion (Fig. 9) though so-
called from its scorpion-like aspect, the
front legs recalling the forceps of the scor-
pion and the breathing tube the tail, is a
bug; it is predaceous on other aquatic
insects, the raptorial forelegs being cffec-
tively used to grasp the prey. The tail
consists of 2 filaments which when apposed
serve as a tube for obtaining air.

Of the Crustacea, so named because their
bodies as well as their limbs are coated with
4 hard crust 2 may be mentioned. The
prawn a favorite food of many of us, is
easily recognisable by its sawedged spine
jutting out from the head. Locally the
spine is believed to be an efficient weapon
of which the fish are so much afraid as to
avoid localities frequented by the prawns.
It is however not truc as fish are able to eat
prawns spine, shell and all! The prawn is
a scavenger and so scouts in charge of
culinary operations when preparing prowns
for- dinner, should after shelling them be
careful to remove. the digesz,):eKube, a green
line edging the transparent body, as other-
wise unpleasant effects will result from
such a meal.

The other crustacean is a small one which
mav be seen continuously jerking about
among weeds in ponds. The female (Fig.
10) is readily recognisable by the pair of
pevrselike eggsacs trailing behind her.
It bears an eve in the middle of the fore-
head & hence receives the name of the one-
eyed giant of greek mothology, Cyelops.
By drinking unfiltered water laden with
Cvclops, man infests himself with the
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Guinea worm. which passes one phase of its
life in this watertlea.  Ponds and tanks
used by the public should notin the interest
of public health be waded acress or safer
=till used at al! by men with guinea worm
ulcers.

Among  Molluses  creatures with soft
and hard shells, are mentioned 2 exam.
ples  one with a  single  spiral  shell
and the other with 2 valves united by a
hinge. The applesnail or 1dolshell. common
in ponds. has a globular (hence the name
Ampullaria, shell with a small spire. It
breathes by ¢ills under water but has also a
lung’ to breathe air. During the drv scason
it retires deep into the mud at the bottom of
the pond after shutting itself tightly within
the shell. It resumes 1ts active life when
rain: arrive. moistening  the caked mud
enveloping 1. The eges are large and
enclosed in capsules and are aggregated in
vlobular maszes reminding one of a sweet
sold in the streets by name’ Port urundai’,

The fresh water mussel should be famihar
to all who huve visited Zoologieal labora
tories in the Calleges, as it 1s a tope for
dissection.  The gills of this creature in
addition to its normal functuion act as a
pouch where the eggs devolops till a particu-
lar stage. Then the voung ones attach
themselves to fishes in the pond and drop
of when the final stage is reached.  The
mussel in Ganjam irrigation reservoir vields
small reddish  pearls.  Among the many
tishes which inhabit ponds, mention may
be made of 2—the murrel and the x ray fish.
The x rav fish is a topminnow, small in size
and so called because one can sec throngh
it Vertebrae and all. It is a very useful
larvicidal fish. The catching of this flsh
in ponds 15 one amony the many ceremonies
connected with weddings among certain
castes in Malabar and Canara.

The murrel is monogamous and builds a
nest for its eggs.  The nest isa circular
clearing in the weedy edge of a pond and in
it will be found a number of tiny eggs
douting.  The male and the female mount
;,u;mi.\ When the eggs hateh out, the fry
ire led here and there by the parents. After
L time, However the parental instinet gives,
vl to the vulgar cannibal 1nstinet and

the young ones which are not wise enough
to v away from the parents are made a
meal of !

Frogs with thair irrepressible croakings
loudest in the wet weather, are common
residents of ponds.  Their life history is
too wellknown to be repeated here.  The
early stages resemble those of a fish very
closely as to deceive easily the amateurs.
As the frog jumps into the water plunging
head foremost, it has given its name to a
dive practised by scouts aud others in
natural swimming baths, Mud-turtles are
also common in ponds. The body is
curiously enclosed in a double huckler
which allows the head, the tail and the 4
limbs to be protruded 2 kinds are common
one being known locally as the ‘Milk-tortoise’
in reference to 1ts white skeleton :  the
name of the other has reference to an
obnoxious habit it has of shooting faeces
into the water etc.,when alarmed or handled.,
A tamil proverb campares  this tortoise
which spoils tanks to a dumb man who
spoilz his village. At Puri in the temple
tank are found @ number of mud-turths
said to be descendants of one Gopal who
displeased the god  Jaganath, and they are
fed daily with sweets by priests each of
whom is a Gopal.

Crocodiles are found in some tanks e. g.
in Malabar & Canara. Their fish-eating
propensity brings them into clash with the
tankstocking activities of the Fisheries De-
partment. It is dangerous to wade throu-
ghoreven go to ponds where these reside
as they are notoriously fond of human flesh.
It is said that when your leg 1s canght in
the jaws of a crocodile, vou should dig
vour fingers into its ¢ves with all vour
might, to extricate vourself.  \Whether
effective or not, it is certainly  worth while
rememnbering  though Tdo not wish any
scout ever to be in such a predicament. A
colony of these animals live in a pond atta-
ched to the madai temple in Malabar and
thev are fed regularly by the priests.

As for the birds which visit ponds daly
for food cte., and the waterfowl which
throng there in numbers during seacon, they
are most of them, familiar and I leave the
scouts to make their own observations,
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No amimal higher in grade than those
described above. is a permanent resident of
ponds. though according to Hindu mythaolo-
gy, Skanda hence called  Savavanabavan,
was born and brought up in the Saravanam
pond. a sacred pond in the vicinity of the
Himalavas. Men in this country, especially
in the mofussil go to the ponds for purposes
of ablution, it may be cleaning  the month

or the body or for washing after evacuation.
And perhaps the water from  these very
ponds is used by people around. The evil
of this is obvious and one of the duties of
the Scouts is to educate public opinion both
by exawmple and talk and persuade  the
people to observe strict privacy in attending
to the calls of nature, doing things in their
legitimate places, and thus ehsure general
public health.

THE JAMBOREE BOY.

Ten thousand Boy Scouts filled Olympa for
a week at the 1920 Jambaree, heroes all - for
are not the Scouts the glory of our Youth ?

Who does not love the Jamboree Boy, racing
the politician fast in the march 1o save the
world ? No cynic can see the Jamborege and
live. No Junker can see it and bea Junker

still.  Itis as certain as the nising of the sun.

that the spirit of the Jamboree will make an
end of War,

It used to be sad that wars are necessary to
keep men fiy, and there are still a few people
left in the world who think the only way to
keep the huwman race going is to train men to
kill each other.

What piuful nonsense it is! Not a thing
does mihtary training teach a man in the name
of War that the Jamboree does not teach a
boy in the name of Peace--not one thing save
KILLING. If there is any good thing in
militarism ; if there be in it any virtue, or
wisdom, or courage, or discipline ; it 1t teaches
men to fact sudden danger, to be ready tor
whatever should come whenever should come.
all these things the Jamboree can do withou
the idiocy of war.

The Jamboree can beat a War Office all the
time.  The \War Office can take a boy and
train lim to kill his brother for the sake of his
country : but the Jamboree can take a boy and
train bim to love his brother for the sake of
the world.  Put these two boys together, mn a
race orin a crisis, set them to build a bridge,
or put out a fire, or carry a despatch, or face
pit explosion, or make a road or a shirt or a
boat, and the Jamboree Boy will win  through

everywhere,

He knows what to do. Give him a knife, a
stick or two, a box of natls, and a bit of string,
and he will build a house. Give him time and
he will build a new world.  Militarism  takes a
Jot of boys makes them masters of themselves,
and thinks nothing about it.

It 1s not for nothing that the Jamboree comes
as the Junker goes. 1t is part of the order of
things. The way to kill war is to give men
better things to do, and the Jamboree has
shown the way.

Attention ! Salute the Scouts of all nations,
guardians and defenders of the peace and
honour and glory of the worldin the great days
coming.

Arthuy Mee's Hevo Book.

DO YOU KNOW THAT

{.  Paper boot-laces arc made in Germany.,

2. The Moon moves at the rate of 67,000
yards per minute.

3. A square foot of honey-comb contains
9,000 cells,

4. There are 11.000 rooms i the Vatican,
the Pope’s Palace.

5. 1f a man had the leaping powers ol a
flea, in propotion to his size, he could
junp 96 miles,

£ There is sufficient carbon m the huna
hody 1o make 63 gross of lead penails,

7. The longest railway station platform in
the world 1s at Sonepur, in India ; the
length of which is 2,450 feet; Man.
chester comes next with 2,175 feet.

o 4

. Brass 1s an’alloy of two parts of copper
with one of Zinc,

=

A plumber is a man who works in lead
and is so called frony plumbus the latin
nane for lead.

10, The actual wetght of the Maoon is 78
Milion  Million NMillion tons (ov 78
followed by 13 noughts).
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WHY THINGS ARE DONE.

iig Wiy the boards of @ v Lo tower slant
doinicards,  The slanting poards which are
called = abatsons T are so fixed to throw down
the sound of the bells.

city The three o fite lines o d satlor's Collar.
These lines are supposed to represent the battles
of the Nile, Copenhagen and Trafalgar.

i) The Wedding Ky, \Wedding rings owe
their origin to the days when men owned their
wives and treated them as slaves, It was the
pagan custom 1o place a ring on the bride's
finger as & symbol of possessiol. In the days
when men used brutal strength to make womien
their slaves, they would actually fasten & ring
round the neck or body. .

(10, The Tapping of Railiay wheels. Al
railway wheels undergo a severe test before
leaving the workshops. They are examined
again every sixty miles whilst in use. And this
accounts for the wheel tapper disturbing you at
night when you are fast asleep. He knows
whether all is well or otherwise by the sound
produced when he strikes the wheel with his
hammer with a very Inm handle.

(o) The - et Mgt fnoa Chemist's shop.
The bottles”  containing coloured  liquids
are rehes of Fyuone days when the apothecaries
had a number of large jars i which they kept

their mixtures. It s said that the blue and
red colours represent venous and arterial blood
and the exhibition of these colours was to let
the public know that the person displaying
these signs was capable of blood letting which
was then considered a “cure for almost every
known disease.

e i vt

THE TUSSER SILK MOTH.

Every Scout must have some idea about the silk
worm and the silk moth, scientifically called Bomlyx-
mori. [ am sure all the scouts have seen pictures of
the silk moth and the worm and the coeoon. in this
issue 1 should like to tell you of another silk manu-
facturer. He is called the Tusser silk moth because he
gives us the Tusser silk. Among the scientists he is
known on Antherata paphia.

The moth i3 a very beantiful one, much more beauti-
ful than the ordinary silk moth. It is also much bigger,
sometimes as big as the palm of your hand. Itisof a
beantifn! vellowish golden colour. There isa brown
margin At the edye of the winy. There are four white
(he wing 10 the Museums this makes one of
beautiful of collections, e is in fact one of
. the winged animals

~pots on
she most
tie must Leantiiul persons i

o onr bosing ot pe 0
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males are always much more beauuful and ~tronger
than the females. The peacock, the hon, thrs moth,
and lastly the bearded man are all evidences of the
truth. About the last some scouts may not be quite ~0
sure. But all scientists and artists are ol opnon that
man is more beautiful than woman. We shall leave
this question here.

Now then, any scout w ho has powers of observation
can study the life story of this moth. All that be
requires is a small box and a mind that wants to study
the insects.  The study of insects (Entemology) 15 oné
of the most interesting branches of science It 15 also
very useful. Our remedy over many diseascs like
Malaria fever is entirely due to the study of insects lthe
the mosquits and the house fly. ’

The female moth lays about two hundred egys 10 the
pranches or leaves of such trees as the country-almond
(ur sw) and the Zvzibus Jijuhh (ﬂﬂ’fg‘:w) Out of these
the. callerpillars, the small worm like voung ones come
out. The caterpillars or the eyys can be collected and
put into a box. A few leaves of the same ree also
must be taken and put into the box. The catterpillar
lives on the leaves. He is a yreat glutton One is sur-
prised at the amount of leaces he eats and the rate at
which he grows. One has to renew the leaves once or
twice a day and clean up the box. Some scouls mav
feel a sort of a cold creeping feeling at the sight of the
caterpillar. But this must be got over and must get
used to the caterpillar. It is a beautiful thing and can
be taken gently into the palm of the hands. Thereare
a few metallic bright spots on each side of the cater-
pillar that makes it look very nice and beautiful

After this period of feasting and rapid growth the
caterpillar takes a holiday and sleeps away hiy time
Before sleeping, a house is made out of sitk. This
house is called the cocoon. It is made up of a very
very long thread of silk. Inside the cocoon during the
sleep many wonderful things take place. The future
wings and other parts of the moth are made and added
on to the body. Quietly one evening after weeks of
sleep the cacoon i3 broken up and out if it the moth
comes up. After drying its body in the outside air for
eome time it flies away into the starry skies to fly with
other moths who also had a similar series of adventure
and to suck honey from the fowers when they speak
1o each others about the wonderful experiences of the
life they had, their hearts, (they have over ten hearts
each) mnust throb.

When the moth comes out of the cocoon it breaks
pp the silk into small pieces and renders it useless.
Therefore if the silk is to made into clothing what w8
have to do is to prevent the moth from coming out of
the cocoon. For this the moth is killed inside the
cocoon by immersing the cocoon in hot water. Later
on the cocoon is soaked in one or two liquids, (atkaline
solutions,) and one end of the silk is taken out and the
whole cocoon is rubbd off as the future yarn for the
loom.

It is a wonderful life, that of the moth. Any cater
pillar can be reared at home. Care must be taken t0
provide a clean box and plenty of ieaves 10 eat. If one
does not want silk for large commercial purposes it 1s
much better to allow the moth to cume out and fly
away into regions of freedom and happiness.

1 hope this shart account of one moth will make
many scouts study the habits and life histories of some
of our beautiful winged [riends )
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Three Useful Soaps for Scouts

Vegetol

HAWRHRADDN

Pure as sunshine. Lathers in any kind of water.

Washwell

Best Household soap. Washes clothes snow white
and clean. Sold in twin tablets and bars.

Coal Tar:
For disinfectant purposes. Prevents and
cures skin diseases.
Avoid spurious imitations.

Kerala Soap Institute, Calicut.
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A TRIUMPH OVER PAIN

¢ Little’s Oriental Balm

Qﬁickly Relieves and Permanently Cures

Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Headaches,
Bronchitis, Colds in Chest, Coughs, -
Sprains, Lumbago. Sciatica and All

‘Aches and Pains - - - -
o::cc::@c::oc::oc:c:c:: cbc:.‘::c:c:::o:::c:c:cc:,
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