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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH. ¢

“ Dear India! Since | was eight years old, I loved it and every time [ see one of M{(".om, iboh;ﬁ"Your
Motber India shall become what her best sons and daughters hope, work for, suffer for!’’ el e

STUDY OF NATURE,

* To make Nature sing to us, one must build one’s house in her lap, must live like a hunter, a fisherman or
the animals of the forest. One must speak with the Night and the Day, with the sun and the moon, the mist and
the snow, the earth and the water. One must be a friend of all sorts of lights and obscurities... ... ... must listen to
all voices, even of the herbs, of the flies, of the insects, must watch the hide and seek of Light and Darkness both
finally melting into one...... And then to let all these things glide gently down to the soul to remain hidden there,
forgotten, unconscious, so as to bs born again in the world of the conscious after the war of selection between the

“ Ellon Key "

diverse impressions is over'' . ...
(Ibid in

Modern Review.)

BOY SCOUTS.

THE PRINCE OF WALES'S TRIBUTE.

Presiding at the annual council meeting of
the Boy Scouts Association at the Imperial
headquarters of the association, 25, Buckin-
gham Palace-road, S.W. 1. SIR RoOBERT
BADEN-POWELL, the Chief Scout, read the
following extract from a letter received from
the president. the Duke of Connaught. whose
absence from Lngland prevented his atten-
dance at the meeting :—

¢ [ feel that I must congratulate you on
the great increase of 48. 957 Scouts through-
out the l:mpire during the past year making
a total of 474.195 up to date. [ fully
recognize how hard all connected with the
great Scout movement must have worked
during the year 1925. 1t is sad to have to
recognize that many more boys might have
joined were it not for the want of more men
to take charge of them. That is the one and
constant difficulty that we are faced with, and
I know how hard it is to get more Scout-
masters, and no effort must be spared to try
and meet this difficulty. 1am very pleased
to hear of the increased number of Scouts
that have visited foreign countries.

The CHIEF ScouT said they were still
handicapped by the slackness of trade and
the amount of unemployment. It checked

their supply of scoutmasters, on whose num.
ber depended the increase in the number of
boys. The boys were willing, but the mep
were scarce: There also seemed to be a want
of any definite call to service among the
better off and better educated. Numbers
should not be. and were not. the only test of
progress. The effectiveness of their methods
and the spirit engendered were points of
greater importance, and he was fully persy.
aded that these had developed ina most
satisfactory degree during the past 12
months both at home and overseas. [In the
Rover branch there had been a noticeable
development, and there was great promise in
this movement. Their recent conference
with the heads of universities and training
colleges would, he was confident, bear good
fruit. The fact that the Vice-Chancellor of
Oxford and the Headmaster of Harrow
should think it of sufficient importance to
write to the Press as they had done in
defence of the universities and of the public
schools had been a valuable helpto theijs
contention that the ideal of service was not
consciously made part of the education of oyr
future citizens, though it ought to be. The
university authorities who attended the
conference were evidently anxious to help by
encouraging scouting among their students.
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Very far-reaching possibilities lay before the
movement in its international relations,

Migration had developed on a sound
footing under the direction of Sir Alfred
Pickford, and now demanded a further
organization of the Department under a
whole time secretary. The Wolf Cubs were
coming on at sucha pace as to make it
difficult to find room for them in the ranks
of the Scouts, with their present scarcity of
men. The training of officers had gone on
admirably and had included incidentally the
training of scouters from some 33 different
foreign countries, at their training centre at
Gillwell Park,

They badly needed money for further
development, and members of the Council
could help by putting their case to others,
who could either subscribe or who would
remember ‘them in their wills. In addition
they could help in educating the public more
fully to their aims and methods by public
speaking or writing, or generally in
conversation. People were still amazingly
ignorant of what they were and what they
were driving at.

The report showed that there had been
most steady and satisfactory progress
throughout the movement both at home,
overseas, and abroad, during the past year,
with every promise of still further and
greater developments during the coming 12
months. '

The follwing message was received from
the Prince of Wales, the Chief Scout for
Wales :—

“I am very glad to hear of the steady
progress of the Boy Scout Movement, both
in numbers and efficiency, during the past
year. It is more than satisfactory to realize
that in its comparatively short life the
movement should already have reached a
membership of 474, 195 in the Empire, and
1, 560, 497 in the world. During my recent
tour in South and West Africa and in South
America I saw everywhere branches of the
movement, all showing the same keenness
and the same sense of service which disting-
uishes the Brotherhood as a whole.

 If more men will come forward and take
a hand in_the movement [ see a very great

deu g awell as vast  possibilities

oﬂftwpggﬁgutxulate those who have
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present state of efficieney, and wish them all
possible further success.

MESSAGE FRoM THE KING.

The CHIEF ScouTt presided over the
Commissioners’ dinner of the Boy Scouts
Association at the Hotel Russell It was
attended by representatives of the movement
in all parts of the Empire.

The King sent the following telegram :—

« Please convey to the Council of the Boy
Scouts ' Association assembled at their
annual meeting, my sincere thanks for the
loyal sentiments expressed in their message.
I congratulate them on the continued
increase both in the efficiency and numbers
of the movement, and I wish them all success
in the furtherance of this splendid work in
which they are engaged. "

The Duke of Connaught, President of
the Ascociation, in a telegram expressing
regret that he could not attend, described
the movement as ““ a social and international
work which knows ne boundaries of race or
creed and whose beneficent activities well
merit the support of all interested in the
formation of character and in the future of
our limpire.

ADMIRAL of the FTEeT Lorp JELICOE,
proposing the health of the Chief Scout,
said it was due to his inspiration and genius
that the movement was gathering in strength
day by day. The real secret of this
enormous movement was that the Chief
Scout had ever been a boy at heart.

The CHIEF ScouT, replying, said that
oversea the progress had been more rapid
than it had been at home. There had been
a wonderful increase in India. Australia
and New Zealand had bheen going ahead
splendidly, and there was going to be a big
movement forward in the next year. Ina
tour he was making he would visit the
United States, where they had 800,000
Scouts and meant to reach the million mark
before long. Afterwards he would visit
Hungary, for the Jamboree there; then on
to Switzerland  for the International
Congress ; and afterwards to South Africa.
There would be big developments during
the next few months. They had only
touched the fringe of the youth of the
world, and a big fleld lay before them,

“The Times."
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Elder’s Point of View.

The following are a few extracts from the
speech of the Rt. Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri when he met the Central College
Rovers, Bangalore, this being his first speech
at a Scout function.

“ The founder of this movement, General
Baden-Powell, said somcwhere that this
great Scout Movement was promoting in the
world the spirit of peace. You cannot have
the spirit of peace, unless you have the spirit
of forgiveness in you; a spirit that is ready to
overlook offences; a spirit that will not be
provoked, unless therc is the direct necessity
for i, unless. for instance, for consideration
of honour and of safety.

I would exhort you to remember that your
great founder wishes you to consider your-
selves; not as the messengers of war but as
the angels of peace. This is exactly the
spirit of non-violence which you know that
a very great authority has been, for a time,
preaching in this country. It is a great
destiny for which you are called, it is some-
thing for which you ought to be proud and
ought to be prepared.

A great deal of good may be done by thos®
who by their nature are kind, benevolent,
chivalrous and so forth. Your founder
wishes you to be that but also to be some-

thing more. You are to be, conscious
champions, and conscious propagators of this
quality. It is not cnough to be good ; you
must be a centre of goodness.  You must
make them, who come to you, also to be good.
That is the great thing. He wants you to be
strong in your goodness, to be proud of
your goodness, to exercise your good influence
wisely.

You should learn further to be good actively
as well as be a pacifist.  You may yet fulfil
the very high expectations formed on the
Scout Movement by its founder. Well, to
that destiny you are called and if I have
succeded by my words in fixing that thought
in your miad for just a few minutes, I shall
have spent this morning very usefully not
only in a good way for myself but in a good
way to others.”

“The Hindu,”

COUNCIL ROCK.

CALCUTTA,
10th of Corn Moon,
My dear Akelas,
This month, 1 would like to \yrite to you
about how to start a Packs of Cubs. You are

most of you running your own Packs already
I know, but there must be some who read
the South India Boy Scout who are thinking
about starting a Paok, and others who are
running a troop, or helping to run a troop,
and feel that they might do something. for
those keen little ten year olds who want 1o
be scouts, and are too young

Well, first of all, you must sit down and
count the cost—it is no good starting a Pack
and then finding you cannot give the time to
1t. Also you must realise that an Akela's job
is harder than a Scouter’s hecause you will"
find that Sixers are much less -responsible
people than Patrol Leaders in the troop.
This means that Akela must first be able to
give at the very least fwo evenings to the
Pack and often a Sunday or Saturday after-
noon as well, and secondly must be ready to
work very hard. Unless Akela never misses
a meeting and is really keen on Cub work,
the Pack will never do much good, and is
almost certain to come to an end very soon.
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Now. if [ have not put the wind up you. I
will talk about starting a Pack. Here are
four : DONT'S .

. Dox't take any boys who are eleven,
You will not have them long enough in the
Pack for them to catch the Cub Spirit.

2. Don'T start withmore than S1x boys.

3. DoN'T take any more boys until your
Pack has been running at least three months,
four is better

4. DoONT ever have more than 18 Cubs
in your Pack, unless you have an A C. M,
in which case never have more than 25 Cubs
if you can.

This is what [ suggest—Get hold of six
likely ten year old boys and have a talk to
them about Cubbing. The First Bite of the
Wolf Cub Handbook ipage 13, 14 and half
of 15 will give you the bones of a good yarn
to tell in your own words. Then form this
into a Pack. They are going to be your
Future Sixers and Seconds and so you must
train them most carefully in the Tenderpad
Tests. At the end of the first month, they
will be sworn in and bucome real Cubs.
Then spend the next two or three months
getting them through the Ist Star tests.
When you have them all through it, you can
take in more cubs into the Pack. Make the
two best of your Cubs Sixers and let them

select therr own Seconds. Then take in six
more boys into the Pack. It will be best if
these are nine years old. Then at the end
of another three months, take in more boys
to bring the Pack up to 18. These last boys
need not be more than 8 years old.

You will have then, at the end of ten
months a Pack of three Sixes of six boys of
whotn, 6 should be through the 2nd star or
near it, six through the 1st star, and tender.
pads. Your Sixes are called after the colour
of wolves the Sixer selects. You can have
whites, greys, browns, blacks or tawnies, but
do not allow blues or greens. Whoever saw
or heard of green wolves |

Next month, I will write about the Cubsg'
uniform, unless something more interesting
comes along.

On Saturday (August 14th) we are having
a Rally of Cilcutta Cubs to compete for a
shield. It is to go to the best Pack, and the
subjects are Service, Star, Badges, Jungle
Dances and the Howl. We are giving points
also to the Packs who have been to camp
in the past 12 months. 1 believe 7 Bengali
Packs and 11 Anglo-Indian (about 250 Cubs
in all) are competing.

Wishing you all good hunting.
Yours,
Tall Pine.

Animal Notes.

REAL WOLVES “PLAY IN THE GAME”

Even wild beasts like wolves have some
sense of duty. and of playing the game for
the good of others

For instance, one wolf will go into a piece
of bush country and thoroughly hunt it out,
moving backward and forward through it
silently pushing his way through the ditticul-
ties. driving all the rabbits. buck and birds
before him, without trying to rush in and
catch it all for himself.

Out near the end of the wood, or clode by
arunaway, the other wolves are lying hidden
comfortably waiting there until the game is
driven in reach of them, so that they can
immediately pounce out and catch the birds
ot animals, whichever the case may be,

It one wolf can show such an example of
unselfish work to help others. surely yon, a
human being. can do the same among your
companions, and “ play the game ™, so that
they may be the better off for it, even though
you may have a poor time yourself in help-
ing them.

B-P in the ' Scout’

THE GLORY OF THE CROCODI.E.

Of the living saurians of to-day, the cro-
codile 15 easily of the first magnitude. [tz
dense horny covering usually cousidered
bullet-proof 15 described by Job i the Hst
Chapter.

The terror striking aspect, combined with
the destructive power of the animal is
gnough to sequre sanctity for it among men

1926.) SOUTH INDIA BOY SCOUT. 219

timid by nature or otherwise. The eye of
the crocodile as in that of birds, is covered
by a thin transparent membrane. This
made the ancients believe that the animal
like God. can see without being seen. The
tongue of the crocodile being fixed to the
floor ot the mouth can neither be raised nor
protruded. So it was considered to be
tongue- less by the ancients who compared it
to God who never stands in need of speech
but merely ordains things by His will. Thus
the animal was sacred to the Egyptians To
the Hindus it was sacred because it is the
vehicle of Niridhi the Regent of the South
West pcint of the compass.

An interesting tale is told of how a croco-
dile was responsible for making Sri Sankara-
charya an ascetic. e had long wished to
become one, but his mother was against it
and when once they were bathing in the
river near Kaladi off Angamalai he was
caught by a crocodile. He then cried out to
his mother and wanted her permission to die
an ascetic and thus depart to peace, No
sooner had she said that he was already an
ascetic, than Sankaracharya miraculously
escaped from the crocodile and lived to be
an ascetic. l'ven Mahadeva is said to have
been bitten by a crocodile for, a reference to
it is found in a sacred chant which begins.
 Jiven as the swelling of the holy foot of
Mahadeva due to the bite of a crocodile has

subdued.”’

In Egypt there is a belief that Crocodiles
harm no people during the seven days sacred
to Apis. In Kerala it is believed that no
member of the Valluvar caste is ever harmed
by crocodiles. A common form of *trial by
ordeal’ is to make the accused wade through
or swim across a crocodile-infested river.
Two such places of trial are the Muthala-
puzha near Anjengo and a tank attached to
a pagoda at Palli port 15 miles north of
Cochin.

In Africa, men are believed to transmig-
rate after death into crocodiles and < Fetish
men’ are credited with assuming the form of
crocodiles to maim or kill their enemies.
No such belief exists in South India. but a
good deal of sanctity is attached to the ani-
mal. In Kerala these animals are fed and
feted in tanks or rivers attached to certain
temples. No attempt is made by any one to
kill these sacred animals.

The chief places in Kerala where sacred
crododiles are kept are Pommala where at a
tank attached to a rock cut cave and temple,
lives a crocodile in Royal but single state.
Palliport in Cochin is another. Tripsyar on
the western bank of the Ponnani is a third.
Madai, Palayangadi railway station is a
fourth. In all these places the animals are
fed by the priests and in one of these places
the animals are even adorned with gold and
silver ornaments.

1Adapted from the ' Modern Review.')

HEALTH PAGE.

KEEPING YOUNG.
By TELEMACHUS IN THE 1.5 R

No one is old until interest in life s gone,
until his spirit becomes agec_i, until his heart
becomes cold and unresponsive.  As long as
he touches life at many points. he can never
grow old.

\We are old, no matter \\"hat our years,
when we are out of touch with youth. with
its ideals. its points of view. out of touch
with the Spirit of our times. when we have
ceased to be progressive and up to-date.

Many make the mistake of trying to keep
young from without. by externnl application
and manipulation, by covering up blemishes
and defects and evidences of old age. butitis
only covering up after all, and deceives no

one, Life is from within and unless it is re-
newed from within, becomes a ghastly coun-
terfeit.

The hardening of the tissues, so indicative
of advancing years, is invariably preceded
by the hardening thought. All wrinkles are
born in thc mind before they appear in the
face. A hopeful outlook, optimistic philoso-
phy, happier surroundings, lofty ideals, high
purposes, noble aims, these are some of the
things that make us look up and transform
disorder into hcalth and old age into happy,
smiling youth

Monotony ages, and those whose minds
run in grooves grow old more rapidly than
they, who loving variety, constantly keep in
touch with the movement of life. 1t is the
ship at the wharf and not the ship at sea,
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that rots the fastest and unused faculties de-
cay more rapidly than those which are in
constant activity. Achievement of some
kind is essential and the industrious are per-
petunally renewing their youth.

A happy domestic life tends to kecep us
young for. friction of any kind, especially do-
mestic friction, grinds life away at a fearful
rate.

One of the secrets of retaining youth is to
learn how to fall asleep in a happy frame of
mind. Night worrying is not only aging but
dangerous for it keeps the blood in a state of
chronic poisoning which is likely to impair
the mental processes and lead to physical
decay,

That we should seud the children to bed
happy, is an adage almost as old as life itself
and yet it has never occurred to most of us
that we should send ourselves to bed in the
same pleasant frame of mind. Make ita
rule never to think of anything disagreeable
nor take part in any serious discussions or
the solution of any trying problems after
9 p. m. and if you do any reading let it be
of a happy and humorous nature and you
will be surprised and charmed with the de-
lightful and refreshing sleep of the night,
For we should never goto sleep until we
have restored any lost balance and put into
operation those forces which tend to harmo-
nise and bring peace and joy into our lives.

Youth does not make dreams, it is the
dreams that make youth and it is only when
the romance has died out of our heart and
our visions and illusions are gone that old
age creeps upon us and robs us of the blush
and bloom that once were ours. When we
feel again the spirit of youth surging through
our body, when we know again the delight
and inspiration of hope, the cheerful boyish
humour of life. the earnest purpose and en-
thusiasm in work ; when as the years creep
on we grow kinder and more gentle and con-
siderate of others and keep our faith in our
fellow man, than shall we be continually
advancing towards the springtime of youth.

Then when the working tools of life fall
from our nerveless grasp. we shall find that
the closing years were sweeter than the first
and shall come to realise that life was but a
ripening and swelling of the bud and death
its golden, triumphant harvesi.

LETTERS TO A SCQUT.
My dear Hari,

I trust my last letter was of some use to
you. To resume my topic, I have to state
that I always fight shy of men, women or
boys who are fond of sitting in their houses
and dungeon-like rooms or pials, or even
mansions or palaces at early sunrisc or sunset
time when our great Mother Nature cordially
invites us all to come out of doors. 1 always
consider the days when I am not able to go
out into the open and admire and cnjoy the
the spledours of the sunrise and sunsct as
the most unlucky days in my life.

A word about the details in the matter of
taking cxercises. Never take cxercises
immediately after meals or when you are
tired, exhausted and feel sleepy and arc in
need of rest. Precede or follow exercises
with a cold bath, a shower-bath, a plunge-
bath. a natural bath or at least a piece-mncal
cold bath, a frce rub down all over with a
wet cloth which I will describe later. Cold
water just acts like a tonic and invigorates
your system (lugen Sandow calls it the
magic cold bath:. Do not overdo. over-
work or overstrain. No hard and fast rule
can be laid down re- the amount of exercises
or time Stop before you are tired. Never
attempt too much in the beginning: Pro-
gress gradually (Remember the fable-—the
hare and the tortoise.. Therefore, be slow
and steady.

Re-the place of taking exercises, open air.
out of living houses like play-grounds. forests.
mountain, or hill top, river. or lake side etc .
where you are sure of getting pure air are
the best. Never forget our Chiel Scout's
quotation from poet Dryden. Write it clearly
on your mind’s page and the wall before you
in your study,

¢ Better to hunt in fields for health unbought,
Rather thau fee the doctor for a nauseous draught,
The wise for cure on exercise depend,
God never made His work tor man to mend.”

If you cannot go outside for open air, take
the exercises in your house as a last resort
with windows and doors wide open. prefer.
ably in the uppermost floor. Never be afraid
of cold air and draughts or even the sun
They will certainly invigorate, harden. anci
strengthen you as you get accustomed to
them. No fear at al} !
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Any amount of exercise without pure
air is not worth much. Pure air and bright
sun-shine are things which count most in the
matter of building health. They are certain-
ly more important than all your exercises as
they are supremely divinely invigorating
and health-giving. Regarding dress when
taking exercise, don’t wear even your shirt
or banyan. Let the body above the waist
and below the knee at least be bare. Let
the body be liberated from the prison of
clothing at least during exercise. Remember
that the skin also breathes in and out like
the nose and the lungs. Does not the Sixth
Scout Law enjoin you to be kind to animis?
Why not be kind also just a little towards
your own skin and body ? Is it not one of
your duties or dharmas?

I am,

Y cur sincere brother Scout.
P.S. V.

P. S. I mentioned Fugen Sandow is'nt it.
tle was weak and puny like you. But he
made himself strong by simple exercises,
I am giving below his exercises which you
might try with advantage.

Sandow's eight ways to grow strong :

1. For the sides: Bend the body side-
ways from each hip, without moving the
lower limbs. Alternately bring right and
left forearm under the upper arm with wrist
rolled beneath armpit.

2. For shoulders and chest: Bring arms
full to front in line with the mouth, keeping
elbows straight and head well back. From
this position throw arms back in line with
shoulders, returning them quickly to front
agam,

3. For Biceps: Turn inner sides of
arms to the front, and alternately bend arms
at the elbow, bringing the dumbell close to
the shoulder.

4. For Biceps and Triceps: With arms
in line with shoulders, alternately bend arms
up and inward until dumb-bell is over
shoulders

5. [For chest, back. trms and abdomen
Support body on arms and toes. Alternately
raise and lower body by respectively strai-
ghtening and bending arms.

6. Lor Abdomen : Lie flat on back, raise
both legs simultanecusly with knees quite
stiff.

7. For shoulders: Bend both forearms
upward fromi elbow ; alternately extend each
arm over head; bring the elbow back close
to side.

8. For forearms end wrists: With arms
extended horizontally, turn hands quickly
on axes of wrists, front to,back, then back,
to front.

These exercises, you will see, cost nothing
at all and can be tried by every one.

P. S v

[etters to “a Patrol Leader.”

BURNS AND RUNAWAY CARRIAGE
The Tipi by the Big River
Down South,
Corn Moon 10th Sun,

My dear King-fisher Blue,

I forgot to mention last time how you
might treat burns and the like dqring your
rescue work in case of fire. that is the last
time 1 wrote. about it.

A very important thing to remember is to
cover the burn as soon as possible fron the
air. The sooner it is done the less harm there
will be: so. carefully loak to it.

This covering up can be done in several

‘ways, that is. according to the materials you

have ready. or can improvise. Lint or’
cotton wool soaked in carron oil is ideal. And
at a pinch you might use paper if it is abso-
Intely clean and free from writing or print.
You will of course soon change it for soaked
lint when you can get it. Don't ever put water
on the wouad and it is'nt wise to hold the
injured part to the fire as is often done (?)
The pain no doubt becomes less. but when
you withdraw from the fire, the suffering is
all the keener.

You perhaps know some of the indigenous
methods.  The juice of the bark (so to say)
of the plantain is very effective. But there
is the disadvantage that once it dries, the air
once again gets into contact with the injured
part. -
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The best thing is to put on some lint or
other stuff soaked in oil of some kind. No,
not exactly. [ do not mean oil of every
kind—for there is no use or possibly very
much harm if you use kerosine. Avoid
this oil and all other stuff of a mineral
nature. Cocoanut oil is quite good and per-
haps there is nothiug elsc so readily available.
This oil with an equal quantity of clear lime
water well shuken in a bottle gives a milky
liguid called an ** emulsion ™ and this when
applied over the affected part gives ready
relief, This is not really carron oil. but
you may so call it if you waat. The real
stuff is made with linseed or olive oil.

There is 2 little precaution necessary in
applying the soaked lint. Big strips should
be avoided for two reasons: Lirst, they
won't cling close enough, owing to the
configurations ') of the body and of injuries.
The second is that when you want to exam:ne
the injury or renew the lint, it is not
advisable to have to pull the whole strip out
and expose the injury to air for however
short a time it may be, not to mention the
pain the operation might caust to the
patient. This is easily avoided by applying
the lint in short strips, applied slightly
overlapping each other.

[t zometimes happens that the clothes of
the patient stick to the injury. 1f that is
so. don't tear them away or pull them off.
Cut them away as quickly as possible with a
pair of clean scissors, or a clean knife.

In serious cases of burning, the patient
may suffer from SHHOCK. You will have to
be very careful.

A scout aspiring for the A1 badge should
know how to stop a runaway carrige. It
does not happen every day that a horse runs
off like that, but when it does at any time,
a scout should be able to deal with 1t
promptly and etfectively,

The first thing is to KEEP COOL |

Next is. to begin running in the same
direction as the carriage before the carriage
reaches you, and carefully watch it approach.
As it draws level with you. put out your
nearest hand and reach the shaft.  \Vith the
other hand reach for the reins and take
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hold of them as near to the head of the
horse as possible.  All this time you will be
running with the carriage, alongside of it.

\When you have got hold of the reins,
suddenly and steadily pull the horse’s head
round as toughly and steadily as you can.
The animal will stop. It is not possible for
me to give you a picture to illustrate what |
mean, but azk your scoutmacter to show you
the magnificent picture of a scout stopping a
runaway carriage appearing on the last page
of the cover of the * Scouter, entitled
“ well stopped indeed."”

The method I have given above is of no
use, if there are two horses. In that case,
when the carriage draws level, get behind
and clamber on to the moving vehicle
Cautiously take hold of the reins and try to
stop the carriage.

Like the several other things a IMirst class
scout has to know, this can’t be learnt off
a book! You must have constant practice.
Improvise a runaway carriage for the
purpose. ‘T'wo scouts one behind the other
with a staff tucked under the arms on each
side will make a good substitute and if they
start on a mad career down the lane. it will
need some nerve to tackle them. Let your
fellows have a turn at playing carriage and
also at stopping it. Itis fine fun and more,
it is splendid  practices. You may even
request some friend who owns a trap to let
you practice the method of approich and
tackling of the horse’'s reins while his carri-
age is bowling along the street. The friend
will certainly oblige you. especially if the
horse is a tame animal and incidentally. he
I mean the friend t- might be attracted to-
wards scouts and prove a very useful ally to
the Movement!

Go ahend with your usual enthusiasm.
Keep on keeping on as you have hitherto
done. And when youand your puals do gt
the First (lass Badge. which is after ali
the only badge that counts in scouting
proper, they will have thoroughly rarned
every libre of it!

Cheerio !
Your sincere friend and brother scout.
- Spotted Dove.”
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TO SCOUTS.

NO GOSSIP.

1. Nevet speak 11f of anyone.

11. Refuse to listen when anyone else speaks tll of
another ; but gently say: ' Perhaps this is not true, and
even if it is, kinder not to speak of it~

11 On no account n ust you gn and gossip to some
third persom about the matter.

1V. Sternly repress the wish to meddle in other
men’s business What another man does or says or
believes, is no affair of yours, and you must learn to let
him absolutely alone.

V. If you hear a story against anyene, do not repeat
it.
VI. Never attribute motives to anuther

VIT  Your thought about others must be tiue : you
must not think of them what you do not knaw,

WATCH EVERY WORD.

I Beloge speaking, think carefully, whether what
you are going to say is trne, kind and helpful ; if it is
not, do not say it

1. You must be true in speech too—accurate and
without exayggeration.

111 Be accustomed to listen rather than to talk: do
not offer opinions unless directly asked for them,

IV ‘To know, to dare, to will, and to be silent* ;
and the Jast of the four is the hardest of them all

V. _Never wish to shine, or to appear clever ;: bave
no desire to speak It is well to speak little,

Vi, Mind your own business, and learn the viitye
of silence

VI You must never say what you cannot imagine
the Master as saving.

STAR TALKS TO SCOUTS.

[ am sure you would have not aliowed the
Ist of September to pass by without having
observed that it was 11 Pp. M, when Jupiter
was right over head that night. Mr. P. S,
refreshed your memory and worked out two
concrete examples with the moon, which all
of you would have followed quite easily. If
you remember that you can benefit by these
Star Talks which wre intended to instruct
you for the Starman’s Badge, you will not
omit to read any of these and follow the
instruction given. To fix this portion of the
subject all the better, this month I shall give
you an exercise with Mars, as promised
already.

Mars 1s another planet which makes its
appearance in the heavens during night now,
and which could easily be recognised if only
you know that it is of a peculiarly red colour
and that it is in the sign Aries. In the latter
half of this month the sun enters Virgo, or
Kanni Rasi and so at sunset the Rasi that will
be first at the eastern horizon will be the
6th behind it; i.e. Meena. Since Mars is
in Aries, we should expect it to rise a few
hours after sunset. By which time Jupiter
would have come very near the Zenith. So
with thesc preliminary aids to recognising
Mars when 1t has come above. I shall work
out an exercise in telling time by noting its
position.

Suppose on the night of the 29th of Sep-
ember you see Mars at about 3(_)0 above the
stern horizon, \Vbat is the time then ¢

1. Know the month and date.

29th of September is 14 days after the
14th of September i.e. 5 full months and
14 days after the 14th of April, when the
Sun entered Aries.

So when the Sun rises on that day, 140 of
the 6th rasi from Aries, namely, Kanni would
have come up the eastern horizon. '

At Sunset, 14> of Kanni would have
gone below the western horizon.

Referring to the diagram given last month,
you would at ounce see that at sumset on
that day 74> of Meena would have come up
the eastern horizon.

2. Know the position of Mars that day
from the almanac.

It is given there that Mars his gone to the
last portion of Bharani.

Bharani is the Second Star-group that_is
comprised by Aries or Mesha. Thkerefore
Mars is in the 27th degree of Aries (13%
for Aswini and 134° for Bharani.) ‘

(@) Therefore at sunset on the 29th Sep-
tember not only 160 of Meena are below the
horizon in the east but Aries is behind it
so that Mars is 16°4-270 or 43> below thé
castern horizon.

tb) For it to appear at about 30° above
the eastern borizon, it should progress by
3004440 or 730,
_ Expressing the same in duration of time
it wounld take about i or 4 hours and 52



224 SOUTH INDIA

minutes after sunset 'at the rate of 15v for
every hour).

Since it is some days after the autumnal
equinox. the sun sets earlier than 6 o’clock
by about 10 minutes for Madras latitade.

Therefore when Mars appears at about 300
in the east the time by the clock on the 29th
of September is 5-50 P. M.+-4-52 hours or
10-42 p. M,

HOW TO TELL TIME BY THE STAR GROUPS.
It is not always certain that one or the
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other of the planets is making its appearance
in the sky during nights in egasily Fc?cogni!;g-
ble positions for us. So we should have a
second or even a third string to our bow.
The 27 Nakshatras of which mention was
made in the first article of this series, are
mostly well known star groups in the sky.
At any part of any night half the number of
these will be above the horizon. If we know
to identify them, calculation of time would
be ?asy. As a first step study the following
table : —

Number of prominent

|
No. Name of the Stars How each group looks like. * Stare,

1 Aswini el A horse’s head. l 3 Stars.

2 Barani Triangle. 3,

3 Krl!hlgﬂl oo Razor. Many & close tog=ther.

4 Rohini Car or fisherman’s basket. 5 Stars.

3 Mrigasira Three cyes of a co-coanut. 3oL
6 ~Arudra One in the Orion belt. T,

7 Punarvasu A potter’s wheel. 7 .

8 Pushya ... An Udukka. (a small drum) 3,

9 Aslesha ... The head and tail of a Serpent. 6 ..
10 « Makha A Scythe or palanquin. 6
11 Poora ] The four legs-of a f 2,
12  Uthira cot. { 2
13 - Hastha Human fingers. 5 .,
14 Chithrai A bright pearl. |
15  Swathi A Saphire. 1,
16 - Visaka A potter’s wheel. 5 ..
17 ' Anusha An umbrella. | 5
18 | Jeyshta Tail of a Scorpion, 30
19 | Moola A crouching lion. 5
20 | Poorada } ' Forming the four corners of « | 2
21 Uthirada f square. I 2
22 Sravana et An arrow, : 3,
23 Avitta . A head a No. of small stars). 3.,
24 Sadhaya A flower. i 10
25 Poorattadi ) Four corners of a big L 2,
26 ' Uthirattadi N cot. 1 2
27 Revati ol A fish. i 3,

a diagram.

I am indebted to Mr. P. 5. for the above table. Next month I shall depict these in
G. R

ASSOCIATION COMPETITIONS,

(Frem the ‘* Scouter.”)

\Vhat is the object of an Inter- Troop
competition in an association ? s it not to
stimulate effort on the part of of each troop
in order to increase the all-round efficiency ?

How often onc finds. however. that the
award is made on some particular subject,

and often as a result of an isolated test. The
result is: the competition only touches and -
influences the work of a few troops, anc ...

then only for a short period in gach year.
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Moreover, the winner is quite often not
the most all-round efficient Troop in the
association.

The chief difficulty ‘lies in devising a
scheme which gets over these difficulties.

The one outlined below was originally
designed by Commissioner Pilkington, of
Salford—and has since been adopted in
various similar formsin Altrincham, Stret-
ford, Bristol, and other places.

The one given below includes the latest
additions and alterations made by the
Altrincham Association as & result of their
experience,

Its chief advantages are : —

(1) Gives credit for every part of the
Troop work.

{2) Cannot be won by a ‘stunt’ Troop but
always goes toa Troop that carries on its
real job of scouting,

i3) Gives every Troop a chance.

(4) Holds up before Scoutmasters every
year a picture of the work that a good
Troop should do.

(5) Provides an excellent yearly report
for the Commissioner's information.

At first sight it may appear complicated,
but in actual practice it has proved simple to
work.

In one Association where it has been used
for three years, it has undoubtedly raised
the standard of efficiency and each year
there is a closer struggle for first place.

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL
INTER-TROOP COMPETITION.

The competition is a test of EFFICIENCY
AND PROGRESS. and the Troop gaining
the highest number of points, i. e., the most
progressive and efficient Troop, wins the flag.

In each, the maximum number of points
obtainable is stated. Badges etc., can only
gain one set of points, i. e., all badges gained
in any one particular year are awarded
points for that year only with the exception
of Kings Scout Badges—these gain points
every year.

cout year, i.e., from Octot

e
er 30th.
N !J

Only boys who have passed the Tender~
foot Test are to be induced to be included in
report list, etc.

When Troops are requested te send in
reports they must do so at the stipulated
time. otherwise they are liable to lose points.

_Promptness forms part of the Troops’
Lfficiency.
The Scheme is divided into four sections
as follows :— '
ia) Administration.
tb) Troop work.
(c) Association work.
(d) Patrol contest (Week-end camp.)
Each section is dealt with separately
below.
IADMINISTRATION,

Books. FEach Troop is expected to keep
the fallowing books :—

points,
1. Troop Register . 5
2. ., Account Book e 5
3. . Log Book or Diary of
Troop Work

4. Troop Inventory of Property ... 5

5. ,, Court of Honour Minute
Book e 5

_ The Troop register will be expected to
include addresses, ages, attendances, and
progress of individual Scouts.

The Account Book will include system of
collecting subs. . also an audited and exhibit-
ted Balance Sheet.

The Books are to be open for inspection by
the judge or examiner on demand.

Points.
Camp Log Book. Points (witha maxi-
mum of 5) will be awarded for Camp
Log Books, describing any camp held
during the year by the Troop. One
Log-Book to be entered from each Troo
by October 1st and to be the work of a
scout or P. L. Special attention will be
paid to sketches, maps, etc., and to
photos of the camp. (These need not
have been taken by the writer of the

The competition will run thrwéﬁ?'ilg\“-‘w%%-) e §
0 e
N
f’, [3

3

e cag 0°

g m""‘ll}gb‘%ppm. State of the room at the time
‘,/E—\o{qhe Commissioner’s visit. . 5
-4

Y
O\ P
o.\‘\ Q¥ .
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Points.

Uniforms. Percentage wearing it at
Commissionor’s visit. Tidiness and
correctness, etc.. e e D

Attendance. On night of visit (Allowing
for reasonable excuse) .. 5

Patrol System. (Extent to which it is
worked) Patrol Books are also to be
open for inspection by the judge or
examiner. .. 5

Patrol Work includes General Efficiency
and Handicrafts . 5

Additional 5 points to be awarded at the
discretion of the examiner. e 5

TROOP WORK.

Cubs and Rovers. Are either run? the
idea being—is encouragement given, to
the older boys and the younger boy ?
Points obtainable—23 for cubs and 23
for Rovers. 5

Troop good turms. Or speeial service
work done as a Troop. Christmas good
turns are specially looked for, etc., ... 5

[SEP.

Points.
First and Second class. Points will be
awarded on the percentage of Scouts of
over one year’s service who hold the
second class Badge. and the percentage
of scouts of over three year's service
who hold the First Class Badge. o 15

Proficiency Badges. The avera e points
per boy to be taken as pointsg ggined.
For every Right Arm Badge 3 points
for every left arm Badge 5 points. Thus
if there are twenty boys in the troop
and altogether twenty Right Arm RBad-
ges, this gives 50 points and ten Left
Arm Badges, this gives 50 points with
an average 2} points per boy. It is
hardly possible for the average 'to work
out anywhere near, 30

Camping done. . 10

Outdoor Scouting Games-~The idea to
determine the amount of Scouting,
beyond camping, that a troop does ... 10

Additional 5 points at the discretion of the
examiner. v 5

To be continued . ‘The “‘Scouter..

A SUGGESTED SCHEME FOR
A PATRQL LEADER'S TRAINING CAMP.

RULES,
1. The Scout Law isthe law of the camp.

2 All orders will he given by the Troop call and
signs

3. Each Patrol will camp separately from the others
and there will be a continual comparison between the
Patrols in ali things relating to camp life

4 The Scout work and life i this camp will as far
as possible be conaducted as an Interpatrol Competition
of a continuous nature.

5. The Duty Patrol is responsible for the general
cleantines and sanitation of this camp for the Hag and
the camp fire and for general service in the camp,

6. Rause will be at 6 in the morning and all lights
will be put out 3t 10 in the night and no talkiog is
allowed after lights out )

7. All cuts, burns. etc., however trifling should be
reported to the S. M. at once, through the P. L..

3 All communication with the S. M will be kept
up strictly through the Patrol Leaders

% There will be no moving about in the camp
during the compulsory rest Period,

SCHEME OF WORK.
Farst Day.

8-30 p. M. Camp Fite, Talk on how te camp and
¢amp duties

Second Day.
[ A M Ru}lsC‘ Physical errcise_ Scout Pace
Signalling.

15, Hoist Flag, Parade. story acting (Pro-
mises}  Session P, L's Dutices, Investi-
ture of a ¥ ..

5330 . Svont Promise. Points to impress.
915 . Pioneering

230 P M, The Club Room, its nature and equip-
ment, Patiol Club Rooms,

3300, Lunch.

4 “ inter-Patrol Camps (7 Kim's Game ctc.
6 " Hand Signals and Games.

8 " Camp Fire. Yarn--The good Scout, The

Slacker Problem.

Note Well.
12-30 to 2 30 p. N, is the rest hour and Sparctime
activity Time
Third Day.
6 A M As on hrst day,
715, Act out First Three Laws atter Parade.

Yarn on the Three Laws.
830 ., Pioneering work 2

y-16 ., Tracking, Backwoodsmanship

1926.]

2330 P. M Troop and Patrol Records. Patrol esprit-
de-corps and discipline.

4 “ Compass and Tracking Trails, Inter.
Patrol Competition,

5-15 |, Sense Training Games,

8 " Campfire, Act out 4 6 and 6th Laws

and Yarn on True Scout Spirit,

Fourth Day.

& A M. Trails, Scout Pace, Signalling, and 3tret.
cher Drill,

S Hoist Fiag, Parade, Act out 7 8, 9 and
10 Laws and session on them

8-3u0 First Aid and Bandaging.

916 .. Drawing and Sketching,

2.30 p. M. The Point System and Prohiciency Had-
yes,

4 " Fire Lighting, Fire Service and Display
on Tenderioot Tests.

g " Court of Honour.
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8 30 P, M, Camp fire, A few comimnon songs, Yarn
Patrol Leaders' Conferences and Fu-
ture Bond, Final Talk,

Fifth Day,
(1st Class Boys only.)
6 A, M, Rouse etc.
7 " Chnota.

up to il | Instruction in T Class Test after Parade
3 P .M. Start far Journey Test.

Spare Time Activitics,

1. Camp Expedients.

2 Demonstration of uses of the staff, To draw a

sketch map and plan of an ideal camp site and of the
site you are camping on.

3. Daily sketch and a story in pictures,
4. Bandages,
5. Signalling, Deaf and Dumb Alphabet, Picture
writing
{‘Tanjore Dt Scout Gazatte.” |

OUR NEW SERIAL.

11
BiSU'S PROBLEM.

Even the Boys' World is torn by strife
and war. Muscle cempetes with muscle, and
and brains with brains. Ethics, Policy and
Diplomacy occupy only a second rank to
emotion. But just like the Law of the Jungle.
immediate satisfaction settles all scores an_d
the atmosphere is reset. That it is reset is
the silver lining in the cloud of gloom created
by the tempestuous rule of _Passion. Anfi
the Patrol Leader has got his share of this
problem to solve.

. -~ ¥

«

The street juggler was performing wonder-
ful tricks, and the gazing audience was in
wrapt attention. The crowd was a menace in
size to all traffic, but what thought had the
traffic of public convenience or any other civic
responsibility at that time 7 It is a common

henomenon in country towns for traflic to
respect the eagerness of such acrowd em-
ployed in its own way. If ever the traffic
moved, it did so in an apologetic manner.

Even upon such a scene came Baloo the
latest recruit of the Doves from the evening
Troop Parade. There was yet twilight and
the performance was towards its end. but it

’ was co entrancing that the people were drawn
'closer and closer round the juggler and the

crowd was breathing hard from the pressure
of numbers on all sides. Baloo was a little
boy and got excited at the sight. He ran
into the thick of the crowd and tried his ut.
most to push his way into the human wall.
In his attempt he could not but give people
annoyance but he thought little of it; his
mind was wholly absorbed by the romance
incited by his curiosity. And in his inadver-
tance he trod on a sore in Jamboo's right
foot giving him excruciating pain. Lost
was all thought of Scout Law. Jamboo's
Scout-Spirit fell then to Zero degree and he
cast the Eighth Law to the winds. Bang |
went a blow right down on Balu's ear which
set it buzzing for quite a minute before the
latter collected his senses enough to burst
into tears.

Now Jamboo was a Raven and he had been
a Scout for over two years Such behaviour
on his part, therefore, caused a sensation in
the Troop.

And who, in that locality, did not know
Jamboo and his coarse susceptibilities ?

Jamboo was not an uncommon type of a
boy. Such a one is a familiar figure. You
meet him in the streets, in the bazaar, in the
fair, and at every crowded place. He is
certainly very busy, but has rarely time to
attend to his own person. He looks big and
capable but is scarcely useful to any and
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quite a rebel at home. Yet he took a sort
of a liking to Scouting. Not that he grasped
the full significance of it. But he had a
general notion that it wasa grand thing to
be a Scout. He went to Scoutmaster Mani
one day and offered himself as a recruit for
his Troop. Mr. Mani did know what sort of
a boy he was, felt amused. and resolved to
try his patience by postponing his enrolment
from day to day. It struck the boy himself
that Mr. Mani entertained misgivings about
his capacity to do Scouting. This impression
fired his zeal and he set to work with
tremendous alacrity at his Tenderfoot Tests,
and learnt them all with pains, himself, to
prove his ability. He attended every aeet-
ing of the Troop with the S/M’s permission,
and looked very keen on games. In fact he
took so much to Scoutcraft and Scouting
practices that it seemed to everyone that
Jamboo’s day of reclamation came. Mr,
Mani, himself thought that it would be a
point scored in favour of Scouting in the
locality if the problem of Jambu’s salvation
was solved by it. And one fine evening
Mr Mani did go so far as to present this
big recruit to Bisu's Patrol, the Ravens.

After that glorious day for Jamboo, the
Troop was as usual busy with its own affairs,
and Mr. Mani’s and Busu’s misgivings about
Jamboo were for a time lulled. Not that
Jamboo quite fell in with the rest in his
accomplishments as a Scout. His uniform
frequently called for remarks and his carriage
and acquittal were not quite settled, but it
was hoped that it would all get right in time,
and they attributed any ‘uncanny’ behaviour
to his lateness in coming into the Movement.
They looked forward to time and associa-
tion to mend him. He was a problem. now
and again to Mr. Mani and Bisu and beth
used to confer about him privately. But
certainly neither thought much about him in
the wrong.

The only error of judgment about Jamboo
was in the fact that he would imbibe Scout-
spirit with time. His proved to be a case
against the theory. The moment he got
admitted into the Troop his incentive was
gone. It was just a short battle which he
made it a point of his own credit to win and
when he regained his confidence of himself,
he resumed his old course again. Of course
Jamboo felt Scouting interesting. But he

never looked upon it with more seriousness
than upon an interesting alternative to Foot.
ball or Cricket. In both these games he
could never get on with his companions and
they gave little consideration, generally, to
his feelings whereas in Scouting he found
that it was otherwise. His friends thought
more of him than he himself did of them
Therefore as an agreeable alternative and as
a game where there was least personal tusgle
and as one in which practices were easy for
a muscular boy, he had a preference for
Scouting in which not an atom of the appre-
ciation of the right Spirit went to tell. Apti.
tude for such appreciation he had none, for
the poor boy was deplorably lacking in
imagination and came too grown up into
Scouting even to feel a regard for any that
had it. In all physical contests he could
give more than his contribution to the credit
of his Patrol and thus he found a place in it
along with the rest. Very fortunately he
belonged to a Patrol which with very little
help from him easily led the rest. But the
Scout-Law and Promise were mere words to
him and meant nothing more than mere
ceremony and formality. Why ? This brings
us to a standing Problem.

There is a type of a South Indian School-
boy who is more a creature of the Home
than of the School. He goes to school just
as he goes to the bazaar to buy the things
in stock there for which his father pays
money. His parent neither cares nor knows
what is given his boy there as his money’s
worth, but he is sure to get vexed and
excited when he finds his boy finally ill. pre.
pared for life. He hopes from school only
for an ultimate declaration that the boy is
eminently fitted for quill-driving and kindred
professions and his outlook is no broader. [t
was merely for this purpose that he paid his
regular instalments and made his son pay
regular visits to the school. The School
likewise busy satisfying such clients c()uld’
concern itself very little with the character or
physique of the boy.

Such a boy’s home atmosphere too is
unenviable. Not to consider it as unwhole.
some for a boy in the sense that hijs psycho-
logical aptitudes and capacity are left gut of
account, It is also very often objectionable
as a factor of adverse influence upon a boy’s
character. What a Tragedy |—The Parent

)
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turning out as an unconscious agent of adverse
influence! \Viseacreness in worldly wisdom is
his characteristic policy. and this, too. is his
best side. A creature of unmeaning habits
and ill-understood customs, this peculiar
type of a parent has authorised by blind
practice habits of life unauthorised by reli-
ion or ethics. This unthinking policy has
not only killed originality and self expressicn
but even humanness in the home. In his
weakness he blindly clings for sanction to
the beaten track of old; nor is he strong
enough to resist inroads into his domestic
ways by modern refinements. Thus, not
deliberately electing his own way and policy
of life, he is throttled by fashion around
him and turns out to be the most uninspiring
agent of souciety,and his home has no defined
character to impress on young minds.

It is to this type of Home that the
character of the South Indian boy is mostly
left. What an edifying mode of training for
Citizenship! Jamboo was the product of
one such Home.

» L » . *

To return to our narrative, the Doves
heard of the assault'on their latest recruit
with great indignation. They were all ina
flutter. Everything predicted a storm. The
violent elements where stirred. Just fora
while they were restive. But even as the
ocean waves clamouring to swallow the
Earth, suddenly ebb down on second thought
and discharge themselves quite spent up on
the shores. the Leader of the Doves had
only to remind them of their duty of every
kind of sacrifice by the Troop and they
strove to stifle down all impulse to a physi-
cal demonstration ; and even as the waves
discharge themselves on the shore did they
all start direct to Mr. Mani's home to report
the matter.

Patro]l Leader Bisu heard of the incident
himself and felt a dagger-thrust into his
heart. The incident struck him asa damp-
ing reflection upon his capacity to lead in
the first placc. ¢ What does it speak of the
spirit of my Patrol 2" he next asked himself.
Ile wished he could hide himself for ever
for shame. As a blot on thei r patrol escut-
cheon, it was a blow to his pnde.. W hat else
could he think of but an immediate DPatrol
Council ? The other members too, felt
choked with feeling. but Jamboo: alone,
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among them all, was the callous member.
How could he appreciate their sentiments ?
It did not enter his head to repent or feel
sorry for what he had done. Why! \What
should he repent of 7 \Was not that manner
of conduct usual? Did not that young recruit
himself anticipate it when he knew that he
had trodden on a sore and caused pain to
another ? What other treatment were boys
used to. he wondered. Suppose, it was
Jamboo himself that had hurt Baloo he
would have expected no different treatment
except that it was likely that he would have
put up a small fight in self-defence. It
struck him that these fellows were making
too much of a trivial thing and were aiming
at the moon in trying to train themselves
into Saints, He looked upon Bisu as a sort
of a boy of exaggerated notions. In fact,
when the S/M tells boys that they ought not
to tell lies—even white ones, does he really
mean that ? No. It is the sort of cant that
elders speak through customary fashion and
at the same time they themselves do not
expect it of us. Have not his own School-
masters preached similar things a thousands
times a day? Had not Jamboo made it a rule
to break every one of their orders along with
his bretheren of the school, if he could ? Who
ever resented it? Even his Schoolmaster used
to anticipate it and used to give warnings,
use safeguards, and even resort to sentry-
duty to watch them at work. Elders never
were disappointed at youngster's misdeeds.
They rather thought them natural. Why
need Jamboo, then, worry himself to become
unnatural and walk on stilts as Bisu did?
Really, youngsters were harder taskmasters
then Elders. That was what he found and
the one thing in Scouting that he did not like
was this rule by Boys.

Mr. Mani himself, he thought, was so
good and so kind. Only these prigs felt it
their duty to act as agents for those stiffneck-
ed priests who shut their eyes to this
world and always looked up to Heaven.
Mr. Mani, on the other hand, was hot a
Spoil-Sport at all. He was so much more
noble and charitable than any of the Elders
he had met. lle would not even watch
them at work like sentinels; he wou!d not
put the least restraint upon their actions;
he simply trusted them wholly; and know-
ing as much as he did, of the world
Mr. Mani, Samboo thought, was not the
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man who would expect youngsters like him
to be paragons of virtue. ' He must know

better. Do whatever these hot-heads might,

Mr. Mani, would not certainly thi
him. There lay Jamboo’s the. i badly of

K. R. R,

Games for Cubs and Scouts.

Brickward race: 100 yards, looking behind
disqualifies.

Blindfold driving race: Scouts or cubs
paired by lot. First chosen of a pair blind.
folded, and ends of string are tied to his
elbows as reins for his partner to drive him
with. No verbal instructions allowed.
Course should have a few twists in it.

Brick carrying competiton: The competi-
tors are each provided with a brick (which
should have no hollows top and bottom).
This has to be gripped between a thumb and
finger and so carried round and round a speci-
fied course at a walking pace. The last to
drop his brick wins.

A GAME FOR CUBS

Cats and dogs Two sides of equal num.
bers are chosen—* dogs ** and ** cats.” Each
dog has a different number pinned on in the
front of his cap. A certain post or tree is
selected as ‘centre’ and the dogs spread
themselves out on one side of it about 50
yards back, and the cats on the other side.
The dogs now try to creep to the tree with-
out the cats being able tu see their camp
numbers. If a dog's number is correctly
called out, he is dead and out of the game.
No player is allowed to cover up his number
with his hands or remove his cap; and no
player may trespass on the other side of the
tree. After one side is all out, the players’
change over and start again, The side which
takes the greatest number of players over to
the line without the numbers being seen is
the winner,

A game for scouts: Chinese Tennis. All
that is needed is a large rubber ball or a foot-
ball. and a floor or bit of ground about 50x30
feet. The size of the ground can be varied

according to the number of players. The
stzes given would suit two teams of 12 a side.

The marking of the court is simple. The
back lines and side lines are marked. and a
rope is strung across the middle at about 5
feet from the ground. Each team takes a
side on opposite sides of the rope. The captain
disposes his men in various positions accord-
ing to the needs. A\ player of one team. the
scorer, stands behind the back line of his
court and bats the ball with his hand either
tosend it over the rope, or to passit to
another player, of his own side. The ball is
then volleyed from player to player, with the
object of passing it over the rope so that the
opposing players cannot return it. Only the
serving side scores : if the serving side wins
a rally, it scores a point. If it loses, the
other side takes the service. The side which
first scores 20 points wins.

RULES:

The ball may be batted either with one
hand or both, but must not be bounced,
thrown, caught or kicked.

A player may beat the ball three times, in
succession, if he desires, but he must get rid
of it in the third hit.

The server is allowed a second try if his
first serve fails. If his second also fails, the
service passes over to the other side. All
may take turns as server,

_The ball is in play only while it js in the
air. .As soon as it touches the rope or ground
the rally is over. ‘

If a side knocks the ball out of th
the ball is forfeited to the other B d:_ court,

‘From the scout)

L d

DO YOU KNOW THESE?

Gord lubrication doubles the life of a cycle chain

A bad cut in an outer coler means a burst if neglected,
Practising carelessly is worse than no pratlice.

Even in practive play your best, or you will lose forih

Low cousuimptton of Petrol jy

’ . prool of gand ¢ ;
Lfhicient brakes should biing a R Larbutation,

CAr o test from 20 M,
p. h.in 10 yds
Breathe through your ncse and you will hear till you die.

A cheerful heart and a cheery laugh are two very good

\- d
Ginger taken at meals is a help to digestion, octors,

[SEP,
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THINGS ALL SCOUTS SHOULD KNOW.

Cycles and Cycling. (Continued.)

Mudguards .—Should be htted to all but raging
machines They should be as near the wheel as p05s1h!e
without causing blocking by mud, and be concentric
with the wheels. [t is an advantage to h{we the stays
fixed to the forks and nnt to the wheel spindles, as the
wheels are then more easily removed. Th« front guard
should project 6 inches beyond the fork,

Cranks :—These should have a length prqporliouate
to the height of the rider—say 6}, 7, and 7} inches for
heigt ts of 66, 69 and 72 inches vespectively. R?unl(l
cornered cranks are easicr to clean aud nold the nickel
better than square-cornered.

Brakes :—The most important of all fttings, as the
rider's life may depend on their ethciency. Two good
brakes should be carried and. in very hilly country, a
third if the rider prefers to ride down the bills. Rod
transmission is preferabie to cable, as the latter 1s not
visible for wost of its length.  Brake horseshoes which
can be rtemoved without undoing any screws ate a great
vonvenicnice,

I"yres :— Riders who have to ride daily to galuh trains
keep appointments, etc,. will he well adw_scd to fit
“tandem"” covers, which are considerably thicker than
the ordinary roadster covers, Beaded-edge covers are
much easier to remove and replace than wired on, aud
protect the inner tube from the spoke heads better.
General hints on cycling.

(1} Lubricate little and often.

(2) Rub mud off the machine while it 1s wet, and
polish up at leisure. :

(3) A rag damped with paraftin oil or Krench pnlish
smarteus up the cnamel.

{4) Pump rear tyre hird (not board hard); the front
may be vonsiderably softer,

(5) Keep all bearings and chain well adjusted.

{(more sext month.)

SELF DEFENCE.

Keep the coit buttoned up. so that it may
not be gripped easily in case of attack. or
pulled partly off to imprison the arms—a
favourite trick when an assault is made

from behind.

If threatened by two or more persons. get
close up to a wall or fence, _if posglble, 50
that an attack may not be delivered in front
and rear simultaneously.

1f convinced that an attack is intended.
don't wait to be hit, but try to get in your
blow first, on the principle that attack is the
best defence.

The moral effect of unexpected and aggres-

sive resistance is often very great, even
decisive.

If ove of several opponents be promptly
knocked out the rest may be disheartened.

Attack whole-heartedly, if you attack at
all, and continue to do so as long you can, or
as may be necessary. 1f your opponent gets
badly injured, that is his affair; you cannot
afford to run risks with ruffians, who them-
selves have probably no scruples.

Most important of all, keep cool. If the
aggressor does so too, coolness is all the
more necessary on your part; if he loses his
head, it will give you a decided advantage.

FOR ROVERS.

(From the - Hindu".)
THE GREAT ROVER MOOT
Held In London During Easter 1926.

The first great gathering of Rovers was
held in London during Easter 1926 and
every one realised that it was a wonderful
week-end. The things that impressed
people in the Moot were many but mention
must be made of the following:— The
ntrance of tho Foreign Rovers with their
ational flags at the Albert Hall, the

onderfully high standard maintained at

¢ Monday Conference, the visit of the

Chief Scout to the Informal Rover Leaders’
Conference and last but not the least, the
Chief 's call to every one present to do what
lies in his power to bringing happiness to
our fellowmen.

About a 1,000 guests from all parts of
the British Isles and ten foreign countries
came to attend the Moot. There was no
confusion or worry, The arrangements
went on like clock-work. The Rovers who
acted as hosts gave a visible demonstration
of the fact that Rovers were a great brother-
hood. The Central Enquiry Office at the
Y. M, C. A Tottenham Court Road,
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dealt with about 5,000 enquiries. On
Thursday night the guests began to arrive
and were received by parties of Rovers in
the various stations. Good Friday was a
free day so that hosts and guests got to
know each other better. On Saturdy, a
great gathering was held at the Royal Albert
Hall when the Chief Scout, Lord Jellicoe
and ‘ Tubby’ Clayton of the Toc H were
present on the platform. The Chief Scout
read the following message from H. R,
H. the Prince of Wales: ‘I much regret
that it is impossible for me to attend
the Rover Moot at the Albert Hall I am
fully impressed with the value to the citizen-
hood of the nation of this body of young
men whose aim Is service for others. Already

it has given proof of its practical usefulness
through its Blood Transfusion Branch,
whereby in the past twelve months over 300
Rovers in London alone have, as they term
it ‘stood a piot of blood * to sufferers need-
ing it, and | hear of similarly commendable
services rendered to the community at other
centres. “hould another occasion be possible
later on in the year, I should much like to
see the Rover Scouts. Meanwhile, 1 send
my congratulations to the Brotherhood on
the fine spirit in which it has taken up its
work, and [ sincerely wish it a full measure
of opportunity of development and of suc-
cess.” The programme commenced with
the representation by the Holborn Rovers of
the Ceremony of Kunighthood in the olden
days, which was very finely carried out
accurate in all details Immediately after
this, nine Rovers -‘ presented ' themselves for
enrolment and they had the peculiar good
fortune of being taken in by the Chief him-
self. This occasion was availed of by every
one there to reaffirm the promise. The Chief
then delivered a short address in which he
put forward the chief objects of the Brother-
hood, the first object was * happifying’ (a
new word coined by the Chief, i e, the prac.
tice of making others happy:. The second
object was ‘carrying the torch’ ie., taking
up work in the scout movement and helping
our younger brethren to enjoy what we have
enjoyed, and to become what we have become
~—cheerful helpers of our fellows. He urged
every one to wash away those parts of their
boyhood of which they were least proud,
and to go forward with cheery goodwill to
help our fellowmen whenever and wherever

one can. He finally asked of the audience
“ will you do this ?"". There came a mighty
shout ““ I will”. The singing of the beaut;.
ful hymn “ Abide with me"” closed the
proceedings.

On Sunday morning there was a great
gathering of Rovers in the Colisaeum for
religious service and the Bishop of London
delivered a stirring address.

On Monday the Rover Conference was
held in King George's Hall and owing to the
unavoidable absence of the Chief Scout,
Lord Hampton presided. In opening the
proceedings, he remarked that we had not
yet got to ‘the end of the lane’ in Rovering.
We were getting nearer the end. certainly.
It was possible to lay down suitable pro-
grams for the training of Cubs and Scouts,
by a central body like the Imperial Head-
quarters, but when it came to men it was
quite a different thing. Rovers were no longer
small boys and they wanted a definite say in
things. So.a Conference was the best thing
to find out the different points of view as
regards Rovers and their requirements.

The first session commenced with a dis-
cussion on -‘ Rovers and Politics.”” The
opener sent a paper in which he stated that
politics was too narrow a game to be played
by scouts. His opinion was that the Rover
programme should be to train young men for
citizenship and that the aim of the movement
should be to turn all members of Parliament
into scouts! The seconder suggested that
more study circles should be organised to
discuss political matters, as every young
man should know how to use his vote proper:
ly and that there should be 3 proper under-
standing between employers and the employ-
ed. In the discussion that followed. many
points of view were presented and the opinion
of some was that politics should not be
considered beneath our notice and that we
should try to be impartial and broad-minded.
Another speaker warned against the danger
of our opinions being so broad minded that
our opinions had neither sides. top nor
bottom, though we should study all sides
before making up our minds. The story of
the Chief Scout, who, when asked to stand
for the Parliament answered, - Certainly,
which side ? "
the gathering and it was finally thought tha
a study of books embodying ythe vigws anr‘
teachings of the great statesmen of the pay

was told to the amusement of/
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would be a valuable preparation for taking
part in the country’s political activity.

The second session was on ** Rover Pro-
gramme " and long and interesting were the
view points that were pliced before the
gathering. A long discussion was the result
and in the end it was realised that the Rover
Programme should be all-round and compre-
hensive and suggestions should be invited for
a new edition of the pamphlet * Aims and
Methods."

The third session dealt with “ Service.”
Very helpful suggestions as to specific items
of service were made, the chief point being
that the number of Rovers must be increased
and more men should be got to taste the
happiness in Service. taking care to remem-
ber always that they should be prepared to
lead ‘“a man’s life” Many Rovers took
part in the discussion and valuable contribu-
tions in the shape of concrete suggestions
were made. Two points came up prominent-
ly. One was that nore publicity should be
given to good turns by Rovers as there were
many instances of Rover service being done
and never heard of. The other was that
more University men should be induced to
come into the movement. In the final
summing up, Mr. Alcock the opener, very
properly observed that as long as the Rover
kept to the Promise and the Law in their
widest sense, he could never go wrong.

The fourth session dealt with ** The Posi-
tion of Rovers in the Scout Movement . the
chief points discussed being the need for
co-operation of Rovers with the Cubs and
Scouts of their Troop, as well as with the
Rovers of their district; the need for a
Rover Leader with experience of the world ;
the necessity for Rovers Training in both
Scouting and Rovering activities. Several
speakers thought that it was most important
that older men should become Rover Leaders,
to guide Rovers among the pitfalls of life,

where experience is so necessary and trouble
50 near.

After the fifth session which was an * open
session,” the several foreign Rovers expressed
their satisfaction with the Moot, and then
Lord Hampton summed up the proceedings
after three and a half hours' work.

A perusal of the above ought to give our
young men who are Rovers sericus food for
consideration. \While our brother Rovers in
England and elsewhere are consolidating
their efforts and trying to evolve concrete
schemes of work for carrying out the real
aims of Rovering, shculd it not be proper that
we here should try and do something in this
direction? Some time ago, the Madras District
Scout Council appointed a Sub-Committee to
consider the various ways and means in
which the work of Rovers in Madras could
be systematised. So faras we are aware, no
other district has taken any definite steps.
The Jamboree held in December last showed
to the sceptic the wonderful spirit of
brotherliness that existed among Scouts all
over this vast continent of ours. It was
possible for all of us to see clearly that once

we make up the mind. any good undertaking

however big it might be, can be sucessfully
organised and run. Last year we had the Boy
Scout Jamboree in which the Rovers took
such practical interest as to run the whole
show almost by themselves. \Why should
the Rovery, 6f the presidency not get upa
Grand Moot and invite their brother Rovers
from all over India, Barma, "Ceylon, and
other places. When the public see that
these Rovers mean business, they will
certainly co operate. Can we hope for one
such Rover Moot this year ? Rovers of the
Madras Presidency! much is expected of
vou| Will you prove yourselves equal to the
occasion ? God will surely help you in such
an undertaking.

IN NATURE'S WAYS.

THE MASTER MAGICIAN.
Nature is the greatest magician and all
human magic pales before the magic of
Nature. It is only a few that can see the
agic of nature and appreciate it. The
treet magician might have shown you a
ango branch growing right before you

with a few fruits in its branches. This
might seem astounding to you, but if you
will only take the trouble to observe ‘the
caterpillar, the ugly looking creepy thing
which vou abhor, gradually change under
Nature’s magicinto that supremely beautiful
creature - -the butterfly. you will concede
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that nothing can ever equal the magic of
Nature.

If you happen to observe some of the
green leaves of some hedge plants during
your nature rambles or camps, you will often
wonder at the flimsy, transparent or semi-
transparent, little nest like structures of a
rounded or oval shape sticking to the
surfaces of those leaves. These are the birth
places of the butterflies and they are of
different types as are the butterflies that
come finally out of them. But as a rule, they
are numerous and are closely laid. The
butterfly that seeks out the proper plant
knews what its young ones—the grubs—
require and lays its eggs on the leaves.
These eggs are hatched by the heat of the
sun and soon tiny grubs emerge from the
eggs, one from each. These grubs though
small are very greedy and devour the green
leaves rapidly. As a result of this, they also
grow rapidly and in a comparatively short
time, become big caterpillars. The latter
migrate at times from plant to plant and
continue to eat voraciously. This does not
go on for a long time, for, as the caterpillar
reaches a certain stage, it stops eating and
begins to construct a house for itself. The
material for the house does not come from
outside, but from the inside of the caterpil-
lar itself. There are two glands at the sides

of the mouth called the ‘Silk Glands'.
These produce a kind of sticky fluid which
comes out coutinuously and quickly dries
into a continuous thread of a very fine
texture, The thread is strong, tenacious and
continuous. \With the aid of its mouth and
some of the forelegs the caterpillar soon
spins a house or cage just fitting its own
size. The cage is commonly knowa by the
name of the ‘cocoon’. When thisis com-
pletely built, the caterpillar closes the mouth
firmly and thus imprisons itself and the
magic wand of Nature now comes into action
and the worm inside the prison slowly begins
to undergo a marvellous change. This stage
is called the ‘pupa’ stage. Remember, the
caterpillar does not feed at all now. The
changes that are going on inside the cage are
unknown to us. But all the while the Master
Magician is at work and after a few weeks
or days. the cocoon breaks open and a magni-
ficently colored butterfly comes out. The
wings of this creature of beauty are yet very
tender, but they gather strength very soon,
and the gay creature flies away in search of
beautiful things after its own heart—flowers
—dispensing joy to all who watch its beauti-
ful and ethereal form.
Don’t you think this magic is the most
marvellous of all kinds of magic ?
(A. S

When you
-
(From the scout)

This series of Sickrocom hints will be found
most useful, and will help the scouts to pass
the Missioner's Badge test.

» » . *

GENERAL HINTS.

When nursing influenza or any illness such
as measles, gargle your throat twice or three
times a day, and especially last thing at
night, with Condy ’s fluid or permanganate
of potash. Use three or four of the crystals,
i. e., just enought to colour a pail of luke-
warm water pink. If you have to go out
afterwards, wait just a little before doing
so. It is quite advisable also to pour a little
of the Condy ’s fluid lotion into the palm of
your hand, and sniff it up your nostrils.

* * * »

are Nurse.

In all throat troubles where breathing is
difficult, do not let the patient drink quickly.

* * » »

Hot lemonade is very soothing to patients
with coughs.
. » » »

Remember to keep your eyes open. and
your wits about. Common sense is a good
friend and you will generally find someone to
give you some friendly help, especially the
parish nurse, if there is one. Don't be
afraid to ask.

L L] L] >

All the drains of the house should be
sound. If any bad smell arises, notify it at
once to the sanitary authority. Meantime
washing soda or salt, washed down by plenty
of boiling water, will do much good.

. L . .
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INVALID FOOD.

Allinvalid food must be very lightly cooked
to render it easily digestible.

Food must be served up daintily.

Never bring large first helpings. Patients
enjoy a little, nicely dished up. with the
chance of a second helping if requirrd.
Heaped plates of food are not likely to tempt
a sick person’s appetite.

Milk and drinking water readily absorb
germs, and impurities in the air. There-
fore you should never allow milk or food to
remain in sick rooms. or stuffy overheated
kitchens, when not in use.

A soda water syphon and glass may be
kept by patient’s bedside. All milk is safer
when boiled, especially in sickness.

Keep all feeding plates. dishes, etc,
scrupulously clean. Don’t forget to clean
the spout of the feeding cup Wash them in
good soapy lather and warm water. Leave
to soak in hot water containing a handful of
common washing soda.

Keep one special jug for milk, and scald
it after use; turnit upside down till needed,
or keep covered.

Don’t on any occasion carry a jug of milk
from the dairy or farm to your house without
a covering. It is a good plan to buy a small
tin milk can with lid and handle for this
purpose. Scald tin out after use.

A bad smell, such as that from a grating
in the street, or from a manure heap might
taint milk and render it impure. Covers are
easily made from a square of butter-muslin
with a big bead at each corner to act as a
weight. A clean tea cloth is also suitable.

Milk must be stored in a cool place.
(Concluded )

(The following are among the subjects
which have been dealt with in this series :
Ventilation, Cleansing and Furniture of
Sickroom ; How to persuade a Patient to
take medicine ; Taking temperature ; Testing
heart and breathing; The Drawer-sheet;
Back numbers can be had from the Scout
Head-quarters, Triplicane.)

——

News from Various quarters,

Ambur :—Vikrama Scouts did splendi‘d
service during the famous Vettuvanam festi-
val. They regulated the crowd of pilgrims
in the temple, furnished pickets for life sav-
ing duiing bathing in the tank and restored
lost children to their parents and property
to their rightful owners. A three year old
girl of a respectable citizen of the place, was

wearing costly jewels and she was being
carried away by a stranger. The Leader of
the scouts suspected the man’s intentions and
gave chase and the thief ran away leaving the
child on the way. The child was restored to
her anxious parents and the scouts earned
the gratitude of one and all. Well done!
Vikrama Scouts. Keep it up.

Negapatam :—The scouts of the Wesley-
an School met at a farewell party in honour
of their A. 5, M.on the 13th August and
presented an address to him on the eve of
his departure from the place.

Kumbakonam :—The District Teacher’s
Guild held its sessional gathering at the
College under the presidency of the Principal.
A very interesting paper on “‘Scouting Me-
thods in School work"” was read by one of
the members who is an active scouter and
the paper served to rouse the enthusiasm of
many of the teachers present. We wish
that Teachers’ Assaciations in all parts of
the Presidency come to take up scouting as
their own and foster the Movement in all
educational institutions,
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Mannargudy :—1 Mannargudy Findlay
College Troop camped about 4 miles away
from the Headquarters and had an enjoyable
time on the 10th July last,

On the 12th July the College Rovers had
a special meeting at which Mr. ]J. P. Kota-
lingam who was once a scoutmaster at
Calcutta gave a lecture on *"Service”.

-On the 20th August, the troop met at the
tope den on the invitation of the Peacock
Patrol and had a successful camptire. The
Rev. Mr. Burnett and the Rev. Mr. Sinailes
were present and talked to the boys. Mrs.
Burnett kindly presented Badges to scouts
and Rovers who had earned them.

The annuil meeting of the Mannargudy
Local Association was celebrated on the 31st
of August under the presidency of the
District Educational Officer, Mr. V. Srini-
vasachariar. There was an address on the
benefits of Scouting to Indian Boys and after
a'short speech by the chairman, the meeting
came to a close. The annual report furnished
by the Hony. Secy. Mr. N. Minakshi-
sundram Iyer was an interesting record of
progressive work of an allround nature and
elections of Office bearers for the coming
year were conducted. In the night the Hony.
Secy. was at home to the guests.

Trichinopoly :—is going ahead and there
is a general awakening towards better scout-
ing now. The Dist. Commr, is giving a lead
in the right direction by forming his own
troop of Rovers for extended public service
and geoerally favours the formation of
“Open Troops”  The Scouters of the
locality have formed themselves intc a
District Scouters’ Association and they meet
once a month ata central place and thus
there is a chance for mutual exchange of
experiences and views,

The Investiture ceremony of the scouts and
cubs of the VII Trichy Vestry Troop was
held on the 19th August. The Rev. Hayward,
the Church of lngland Chaplain presided.
Mr. F. G. Natesa Aiyer, the Dist. Scout
Commrs. conducted the Investiture. The
Girl Guides of the 11 Trichy Company and
Blue Birds were present also. Though there
was rain at the time the enthusiaem of the
cubs and scouts was in no way cooled. There
were interesting displays by the troop and
the function came toa close with the sing-
ing of the Nationa! Anthem. A Union Jack

was presented to the troop by Mrs Robinson.
Girl Guide Commissioner, Golden Rock.

The Investiture ceremony of the Islamiab
Troop VI Trichy was held on the 28th
Augnst, the District Commissioner taking
the Promise. A large number of scouters of
other troops was gathered to witness the
function as also the parents of the scouts and
distinguished guests. The troop is composed
of Muslim boys who have taken to scouting
with great zest, thanks to the efforts of the
scouters, the school authorities and Mr. Md.
Nathar, now Assistant Dist. Commr. of
Trichy. The boys have a good club room,
and actively pursue hobbies of a useful
nature. They pay special attention to the
Physical training side of scouting also
There was a display of physical activities
and a camp fire concluded the pleasant func-
tion. The District Commissioner spoke to
the parents and the boys on the value of the
Maovement and thanked the people present
for their encouragement.

South Kanara :—The annual meeting of
the Executive Committee of the 5. Kanara
District Scout Council was held recently.
It was resolved that allotments in finance
should be made for books, equipment and
magazines, and a committee was formed for
carrying the resolution into effect. A Camp
is also to be organised commencing on the
6th of October lasting for 4 days, the
Scouter’s Union heing requested to work out
the details.

Madras: -The Vikings of Triplicane went
to Red Hills on the 29th August for a swim.
They were afforded opportunities for practi-
sing diving and life saving in the well in
Tawker’s gardens. Two new recruits were
taught swimming at the same time. The
party played some water games also. The
Vikings are intending to slowly develop into
a senlor sea scout troop and are making
vigorous attempts to acquire the requisite
knowledge.

Kallar Scout Treop, Tanjore: -A troop
was started on the 1st July, the Investiture
cesemony being conducted by Mr. G. Venka-
tesan, District Scout Master of Tanjore
District when the Kallar Special officer
Mr. Ananthachariar was present. The boys
are in the second class stage. and the
Patrol system is being followed with great
success. On the 19th August, the scouts
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gave a display when the Deputy Inspector
General of Police visited the troop. They
showed their skill in signalling, bridge
building, camp activities. games and camp-
fire items. The scoutmaster of the troop
deserves to be congratulated on his suceess
with the boys.

A very successful training camp for Scout-
masters (would-be) was held in the Madras
Museum Grounds by the courtesy of Dr.
Gravely the Superintendent of the Musem

from the 20th August to the 30th August.,
inclusive. Mr. G. T. J. Thaddaeus, Provin-
cial Organising Secretary assisted by Messrs.
Gravely, V. 5. Rathnasabhapathy and P.S.
Narayanswami conducted the camp. The
arrangements were perfect and the spirit
throughout was very good. About 32
attended the course. A full, account of the

camp will appear in a future issue of the
S. L B.S.

——ne

REVIEWS AND NOTICES.

The ' Outdoor Life ', the Official Organ of the _Ruy
Scouts As-ociation, Ceylon, Colombo  Our old friend
and contemparary ' The Cevlon Scont'’ reappears in
this form  In  every way—malter aud get up—the
journal 1s excellent.” Al “sections of scouting--cubs
scouts, tovers, scouters, and cubbers—should find in it
matter to suit their tastes and requirements. It deserves
to be very much more widely read in $. India than it 1s
at present and we would earnestly recommend it to the
attention of every one of our brother scouts—and
scouters.  We wonder how it is possible tor the Asso-
wiation to send out such a magazine at such low cost—
Rs 3/- only per annum !

The Walking Stick Method ot Self-Defence : by an
Otficer of the Indian Police (Athletic Publications Ltd.
Londen 3 shillings net.)

We offer onr hearty congratulations to the author for
the very welcome publication.  An eld Sauskrit saying
runs thus—""A stick is valuable in ten ways "', not that
its use is lmited to only ten ways, but that it is useful

in many ways. Scouts are famthar with the many uses
of the staff. But the method in which the author deals
with the uses of the familiar walking stick, is entirely
novel aud eriginal  The various practices aptly itlustra-
ted by good photographs are well described and seem
to be easy of acquiremeunt with a little practice. We
agree with the author that every scout should he
afforded opportunities for gaining Self Conidence so
that he may render 2 good turn to others in gelting
them out of tight corners, We aie glad that scouts are
taking to the system with enthusiasm, and trust many
more troops will follow suit, However, the suggestion
made by the author that the Scout Staff should be made
tu give place {o the walking stick does not appeal to us,
The Scout staff is not for purposes of Scli-defence or
offence alone, bul it has a wmiilion uses for the scout.
Nevertheless, we heartily commend this book ta the
attention of scouters and scouts The price is a little
prohibitive to boys, but it could not be otherwise
considering the excellent get up and the splendid
iltustratious,

OURSELVES.

With this number we are at the end
ot one of the most eventful years in the
History of Scouting in the Province.
and we take this opportunity of record-
ing our feelings of gratefulness to our
contributors and numerous subscribers
for the enthusiastic help and encourage-
ment they have been extending to us
all the while. We are now in a position
to state that we have definitely passed
the anxious periods in the life of the
magazine. New life has come to it and
it is going strong. We appeal to
our readers once again to popularise
the magazine much more thanin the
past and we request our contr.'lbutursAto
coptinue to make the magazine as in-

teresting as it has heen said to be i}
now. We are also trying to increase
the scope of the magazine and make 1t
useful, not only to the elders as it has
been till now chiefly, but also to the
thousands of boys. Therefore the care
of the magazine is yours and we look to

you for increased support and encour-
agerient.

* ¥ ¥* *

l.ooking back upon the past year’s
work the most outstanding feature has
been that great event The Jamboree. It
was a colossal affair and in spite of all
the minor defects,it has been pronounced
a superlattve success in every way. [t
was a visible proof of the greatness of
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the movement and it may well he taken
to have been the commencament of a
new era of scouting in this presidency.
sceptics came and went away full of
faith and hope with regard to the future.
That is a great achievemnt indeed !,
and every one connected with the
Jamboree directly or indirectly deserves
great praise. In this connection we are
glad to be able to announce that * The
Jomboree Souvenir’ 1s taking delinite
shape and 1s expected to be out very
soon. The book 1s going to be a per-
manent memento of that great event
and should be in the hands of every
one who participated tn it. As only
a limited number of copres are going to
be printed, please apply in advance to
the Provincial Headquarters.
" » . *

One striking lesson that we learnt 1n
the Jamboree was that we had yet to
systematise our methods and bring
about a more perfect co-ordination in
work between the scouters and the
scouts. It i1s very gratifying to find
that definite and successful efforts are
being taken practically in every district
in the Presidency to effect this. But
yet it is very sad to see that in certain
cases adequate response is not given to
enquiries or letters. Common courtesy
demands that any enquiry should be
favoured with an answer. In scouting
particularly, such slackness in the matter
of correspondence, is obviously a breach
of the 5th Scout Law and when such a
breach happens to be committed by
Scouters and Commisstoners, it is all
the more reprehensible. We elders
are supposed to train our boys in habits
of order and system So, if we only
remember that we are working for the
boys, such slackness would nevér result.
But it is a pity that in most cases the
interest of the boy is forgotten and
questions of prestige come up to the
front instead, very much to the detrie-

ment of the i1deals of the movement,
May we hope therefore that in the
coming year we will place the Boy first
and ourselves after ?

Sconters all over the Presidency have
begun to realise that scouting goes
much farther beyond, than the 2nd class
stage and it 1s a very good sign. Scout-
ing is nothing it itis not progressive
and the boy always wants some kind of
sustained activity.  The enthusiastic
scouter freshly arrived from a training
camp goes on n full speed for a couple
ot months, invariably with an unmana.
geble number of boys and wvery soon
brings them up to the 2nd class stage.
There, his imagination stops and in
consequence, slackness takes the place
ot activity, the boys begin to drop of,
and the troop exists thereafter only in
name. It is time for the scouter then
to think of ways and means for making
the troop progress in the proper way.
Refresher camps supply the need, and
give the required knowledge to the
scouter, to be utilised for the sake of
boys. Many districts in the presidency
are arranging to hold such Refresher
camps and it is hoped that the number
of Ist class scouts in the presidency
will increase this year as a result of
such camps.

* * * X
~ Cubbing has also begun to assert
itself and as a result of the Cubbers'
camps held in various parts, a large
numbel: of new packs have been started.
‘Good Cubbing is the proper foundation
hope lor a very great advane ), S20cly
¥ ¢€ry great advance of cubbing
in the coming year. Father Molony'
letters to Cubbers and s
Vernacular  artic| e M V-V R

. ¢€8 on *Character

training for Cubs ' ought to

be of ver
great help to our Akelas. We hopz
that many more people will come !

forward with suggestive schemes for

|
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the proper development of cubbing in
this presidency.
= * * *

Rovering is yet in the meiting pot
and requires a lot of systametisation.
It is true we have Rovers working in
their own way in varicus districts,  but,
it cannot be said that there is yet any
definite  scheme of the Rover
programme of work in our presidency.
The Rover Moot held in London during
the Easter this year helped to stabilise
many of the ideas and we are looking
forward to a similar Rover Moot in our
presidency. There are various forces
at work attracting the attentions of our
voung men and contributing to the
frittering away of their energies to no
useful purpose. Is it not time for the
Rovers to consolidate their forces and to
arrive at a scheme for rendering effective
service in tje movement and outside ?
There is much work ahead for you
Rovers, and we trust you will respond
nobly.

» » ' * .

The value of the Patrol Sysem has yet be
understood by many scouters. lt. i1s the
only systen for the successtul working of a
troop and many a scouter whois hard worked
outside will do well to realise that the I'atrol
Leader must be equipped with the requisite
knowledge for carrying on the work of his
Patrol. It is only then that the scouter will
feel that his work is properly conducted.
It is time therefore for every scouter to re-
read and digest ‘Scouting for Boys in India
and the Patrol system.’ Trust begets trustand
work can be carried on only when responsi-
billty is given to the Patrol Leader. \Ve hope
that in the coming year the Patrol Leaders
will get to their real place in scouting.  \We
invite the attention of our readers to a
suggested Scheme of a Patrol Leaders’
Training camp, appearing elsewhere. The
scheme has been tried with great success.

Census returns are coming in in a way and

it is too early tosav how we stand in point
of numbers.  But judging from the figures
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so far received we see that there is a large
increase over the figures of last year. ' The
Districts that have sent them in already
have been very prompt and accurate in their
returns. The thanks of the Headquarters
are due to those districts. While some
other districts have not chosen even to reply
to repeated requests for submission of census
returns. It is hardly fair that the whole of
the movement should be let down badly
owing to the slackness of a few districts.
It does not speak well of us as an organisa-
tion. Our movement has been praised by
the greatest in the land as one in which the
organisation is most efficient. Isit not our
duty to do everything to deserve that high
praise ?

* * * *

Compmissioners are said to be the experts
of the movement in any district and they
are in complete charge of scouting in those
districts. It is their care to see that the
troops work systematically. that fresh men
come into the movement and opportunities
are afforded to them to get the necessary
training for doing scouting work. A good
Commissioner will keep in intimate touch
with every troopand scouter in his district.
We wonder how many Commissioners can
answer satisactorly to these points. It is
true they are Honorary \Vorkers and that
the time- at, their, disposal is limited. But,
why should they not decentralise work in
their districts by organising Local Scout
Associations in various localities? Each
Local Association will be responsible for
scouting in its own Locality, carrying the
benefits of the Movement to the masses most
effectively. By keeping in touch with each
L.ocal Association the Commissioner's work
will be tightened and he will have more time
for intensive planning for the welfare of the
movement. 1t isa well known fact that
*“ one man's shows” never prosper and it
would be very good if all our Commissioners
remembered this and roped in a large uninber
of enthusiastic workers into the movement.
\Vithout troops there can be no associations
and for troops to exist there must be some
sort of continued activity. The suggestive
article ‘¢ Association Competitions " gives a
very good scheme for keeping every troop
in an Association on the alert and we ear-
nestly recommend it to the careful considera-
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tion of every District Commissoner and

District council.
* * * *

In England the Church has always been
very sympathetic towards scouting and has
been actively helping the movement. In our
Presidency we have boys of various faiths
and naturally this problem of scouting and
religious organisations is a difficult one to
tackle. Itis the duty therefore of every
scouter and of every Local Association or
Dt. Council to tackle this problem in the
proper way and obtain the sympathy and
active help of the various religious organisa-
tions. Rovers can do much in this direction.
We would be glad to have suggestions from
our numerous readers on this all important
topic.

x S X X

For a proper understanding of the various
view points with regard to the actual work-
ing of the movement, mutual exchange of
ideas is absolutely essential. It was with
this view that we threw open our correspon-
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dence coloumns, but, we regret that the
response has been very poor. We earnestly
entreat our readers once again to make use
of our pages for exchange of views and
opinions.

) * * * E 3

Scouters ! the privilege of working with
the little ones is very great and there are
millions of little ones waiting to come in.
“The harvest is abundent but the reapers
are few.” The work that you do is a noble
one and the reward is sure, for has it not
been said—'‘And whoever gives one of these
little ones even a cup of cold water to drink,
because he is a disciple. I solemnly tell you,
he will not lose his reward.”

Good Sccuting.
M avaﬂ QAA.,JW U tean.
B
Editor, S. I. B. S.

CAMP PRAYERS.

Heavenly Father, the source of all refresh-
ment, be with us and all who are enjoying
rest and holiday at this time. May the
enjoyment draw us closer to Thee and deepen
our sympathy with those who are denied
these Thy gifts by any means. Help usto
see Thee in the beauty and majesty of Nature.
and grant us on our return renewed strength
in body and mind to carry on our wotk.

O, Lord, renew our spirits and draw our
hearts unto Thyself, that our work may not

be to us a burden, but a delight; and give us
such a mighty love to Thee as may sweeten
all our obedience. O let us not serve Thee
with the spirit of bondage as slaves but with
the cheerfulness and gladness of _cbn!drep,
delighting ourselves in Thee and rejoicing 1n
Thy work

We lose what on ourselves we spend.
We have as treasure without end
What ever. Lord. to Thee we lend,

Who givest all

HEADQUARTERS NOTICES.

Circulars from the Boy Scouts International

Bureau.
Warning ) . )
No agsistance of any kind should be given to the
undermentioned people who are touring round the
world. They are representing themselves as scouts.

are not scouts A R
Th;}:n“c Eberle (German) At present trav_ellmg n
Joset Willinger (Austrian) - Europe, selling post
cards, etc, i
, i i {

ahmud Omar Abazza (Egyptian) represents himse
to hge a scont and an air-craft captain. Touring round
the world. He isncta scout, and unknown to Egyptian

scout Headquarters.

. -sentine Boy Scouts Association request me tu
in;lot:;,r;lé:‘t‘:;' it gas come to lhe_ir kn?wledge lpat
several cases have recently occurred in which Argentine
citizens dressed as Boy Scouts have travelled to other
countries and have been collecting money for their own
bc»?-;,it;\rgentine Boy Scouts Association begs that yonu
will give no recoginior_\ to any persons representing
themselves to be Argentine Boy Scouts unless they carry
the standard form of letter ol recommendation signed
by competent officials of their Association, ‘

They ask for your co-opgratxon in proceeding ener-
getically against any such impostors.
(Sd.) HUBERT S, MARTIN,
Directer

1926:] -

: PROVINCIAL
~ HEAD QUARTERS NOTICES.

froops Registered :

Reg. No 421 Asoka Troon. Board High School,
Coondapur, South Kanara,
422 1st Kokkallur. Board Higher Ele. School,
Kokkallur, Via Quilandy, Malabar.
- 423 Islamiah, (6th  Trichnopoly) . Govt,
Islamiah High School, Teppakulam,
P, O. Trichinopoly,
" 424 7th Trichinopoly (St. John's Vestry) St,
. John'’s Vestry School, Cantonment,
Trichinopoly,
" 425 IInd Thiruvadamarudur, Adhinam High
Schooi, Thiruvadamarudur, Tanjore Dt,

s 426 - Arjun’’ (Tth Trichinopoly) Arvan
Secondary School,Chinnakaddai Street,
Trichinopoly,

o 427 1st Kulitalai, Board High Schonl, Kuli-
talai, Trichinopoly.

" 428 1st Madras Sea Scouts Harbour Office,
Madras. Northern Division,

“ 429 1st Kulasekarapatnam, (Neptune' Panda-
rasivan Memorial School, Kulasckara-
patnam, 1Tinnevelly,
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« 480 “Sivaji Rovers,” Fort Railway Institute,
Teppakulam P, O. Trichinopoly,

Packs Registered.

Reg. No, P. 87 1st Kulasekatapatnam {Neptune) Pack,
Pandarasivan  Memorial  School,
Kulasekaraptnam, Tinnevelly Dt.

" 88 6th Trichinopoly (St John’s Vestry)
St. John's Vestry School. Canton-
ment, Trichinopoly,

Local Scout Associations Registered.

Reg. No. 2 Local Scout Association Tuticorin,
» 3 Local Scout Association British Cochin,
" 4 Local Scout Association Kumbakonam.
A change.

The 5th Calicnt Rover Troop Reg. No, 171 will here-
alter be Ist Calicut Sea Scouts,

Warrants Cancelled.

A5 M. 57 D. Edward Raj Nalliah, of 8rd Tuticorin
Troop.

P. B. 424, Triplicane, , By order of :
Provincial Commissioner.

Provincial Scout Hd Qrs }
1st Sept. 1926,
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Three Useful Soaps for Scouts
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Headaches,
Bronchitis, Colds in Chest, Coughs, ﬁ
Sprains, Lumbago, Sciatica and All ﬁ
Aches and Pains - - - -
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& h Limited.
® W|t (Late Basel Mission Industrials)
CALICUT.
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$ HOUSEHOLD LINEN, ETC.
g | Table Cloths. Towels, Bath
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For Full particulars and price
T. A TAYLOR & Co., Ltd,, $
© : : The Agents,
g 10/14, Armenian Street, T A. TAYLOR & Co., Ltd,, g
& George Town, Madras. 10/14, Armeninn Street, Madras. &
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“JUST RECEIVED | ~ JUST RECEIVED
Books that every Scout Should Possess

' ‘ Note.—For Scouts, Scout Officers and Scout Libraries a discount of 61% on
i1 the published prices will be allowed.

The Six Senses of Scouts by J. T. Gorman with a foreword by Sir Robert

1 Baden-Powell v o 112F
| The Boy Scout’s Hike Book by Edward Cave This book tells you all you 1
: need to know.” Illustrated . 3 8 1

| The Book of Woodcraft and Indian Lore by Earnest Ihomp~on Seton
l with over 500 drawings. « No writer deals with out-door life in so fasci-
nating a way as Mr. Seton and the present development of his Woodcraft !

“[ ideas has the strong appeal which marks all his work.” we 707 g
_; FOR ALL SCOUTS. |
| Scouting out of Deors by ‘ Gilcraft’ .. 137
‘} Tracking and Path Finding... .1 5 ;
.; How to Signal by many Methods by Bomb ] Gibson :
| A few hints on sketching for Girl Guides by Grace Lodge «.. 010

'i The Cyclist Scout by < Gilwheel’ . 115

;k The Tlmophxal Publishing House, The Indian Bookshops.
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Printed by The K:kchencr Press Messrs Read Py Ln 11 Triphi
plicane ngh Rnad Madras and Published by
P, S. Narayanaswami, B.A, LT, 419, Ad)yappa Mudely %treet Vepery P. O, Madras for the Prounuml Councii
. of the Boy Scouts Auaou:atlon Madras.
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