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Romain Rolland '

By Dl Kumar Roy e

i HE more closely one reviews the

biographies of great artists the
more is one struck by the preponder-
ance of sorrow that has ever fallen to
their lot. The reason is to be sought
not merely in the circumstances that

they had to undergo their shares of
trials and disillusionments of  life,

(which could not but wound their finer
susceptibilities more cruelly) ; the chief
reason consists in this that their very
genius, which put them ahead of their
age by twenty, thirty, fifty years (even
several centuries sometimes) thereby
devastated their lives and condemned
them to desperate efforts not only to be
victorious, but even merely to hive.” *#
This remark made by Rolland in 1903
anent the misfortune of great artists in
general is of peculiar significance.  For
it embodies one of his deepest early
convictions—a conviction, which tortified
him not a little thronghout his own life
of protracted trials and tribulations. For
it braced him up to a bold envisaging of
= La vie de Hugn Wolf. ... Musiciens d’Aujour d’

hui “ Plus on penet(. dans I’ histoire des grands artis-
tes . .....etc.

7

~ the hard reality, puri passu with enabling

hir. to plumb the depth of the mystic
truth underlying the apparent antinomies
of life. ¥or doubtless, it is only some
such unshakable faith in the invisible
working of a directing purpose behind
life’s apparent contradictions that can
transmute the very tragedies of artists’
lives to a source of inspiration for their
creafive visjon,

A man does not become a hero all of
a sudden. It has heen aptly remarked
by a great Belgian that only he can
become a hero in action who has lon
been a hero in thought®.  Nevertheless,
little did Rolland dream when he wrote
the foregoing lines how vividly he was
to realise their truth in his own life and
that very shortly.

His years of preparation during his
mediocrity and his often inexplicable
disappointments in literature stood him,
howgver, in good stead when the call to
heroism came in 1914, That apocalyp-
tic year dashed the long-cherished hopes
of many a smiling optimist to the

* La sagesse et Destine—Maeterlinck,
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8 CURRENT THOUGHT

to his vocation lies ouly in the sacrifice
which he makes for it of his leisure and
love of ease.”

Although Rolland could not agree
with Tolstoy’s views on art and music
in general, he was deeply inspired for
good by this proof of the latter’s sincerit
to be of service to others. Later in lif);
Rolland testified magnificently to the
abiding impression made on  him by
this example. For it has ever been his
habit to reily to everybody who has
written to him with a spiritual doubt.
He has never put forwars the excuse of
want of time —however hard pressed for
time he may have been. Zweig writes
truly apropos :

“Rarely has history produced a more
beautiful example of the truth of the
principle of conservation of energy in
the moral as in the physical world.
The hours that Tolstoy  devoted to
the answering of an unknown corres-
poodent have been revived in g
thousand letters which Rolland hag
written to so many equally unknown
to him. An infinite quantity of seed
has thus been scattered throughout the
world to-day by the sowing of this
single grain of kindness by Tolstoy.” *

_Rolland’s brilliance at school procured
him a scholarship and his being sent to
Rome as a research student, Rome
Rolland’s love of art was stimulated not
only by the proverbial Spirit of artistic
Italy but also by a dee friendship with
an old lady, Malwida 8011 Meysenbur
She was a lady of wonderful cultngé
and was at once taken with the innate

nobility and glowing idealism of her

youthful' friend. It was g touching

* Selten hat die Geschichte schi)ner i
dB“‘l?“l. beuugt,_dab_ In der moralischen %Selatn Svlies “n
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the French stage. The current French
plays had at this time lost touch with
ife and were a tissue of psychology
woven on a web of adultery and em-
broidered with subtle innuendoes and
cheap witticisms. In a word the French
stage had committed itself to the * petty
art of drawing-rooms and alcoves’.
Rolland and a group of young enthusi-
asts clamoured for a people’s theatre. *
They wanted it to deal with truly
human and elemeuntal forces and real
moving problems instead of being an
anaemic art which sought ouly to divert
the pampered bourgeoisie by breaking
the monotony of their drab life “of
erverse pleasures and attendant ennul.
And this was usually comFassed by the
cheap excitement and titillation of the
erotic sense.

Rolland’s idealism wanted to run
counter to this regrettable tendencly of
the age. He wrote a number of plays
of which he published only a few, like
‘Saint Louis’, -Aert, ‘Le temps Viendra/,
‘Danton’, ‘Le quatorze juillet’, ‘Les
loups’ and a few others. They evoked
little response. Rolland had obdurately
refused to pander to the contemporary
public taste which failed to take interest
in themes not dealing with deliberate
adultery and cheap erotics. He deemed
it beneath his dignity to stoop low for
popularity. The result was that his
powerful dramas, though recognised b
many to possess great dramatic art fell
comparatively flat on the laodicean age.
They were far too much ahead of the
age as Zweig rightly points out in his
biography.

Disappointed, though not dowu-
hearte(ij Rolland, accepted a life of

« Rolland writes thus apropos: “ We had an abid-
ing faith in a people’s theatre which was to counteract
the bloodless refinements of the Parisian entertainers
by a masculine, robust art expressing the collective
life, and preparing the resurrection of a race. This
exalted faith was one of the purest and healthiest

forces of our youth”. Preface *‘du Theatre du
Peuple. ”
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silent, hard work for work’s sake. He
with a few friends like Peguy and others,
started a monthly entitled ¢ Cahiers
de la quinzaine.” Rolland’s financial
circumstances were by no means envi-
able at this time, but his idealism pro-
mpted him, neverthless, to accept no re-
muneration for his contributions.
‘I'hroughout an entire decade he pub-
lished in this journal his plays, the
biographies of Beethoven, Michel
Angelo, Tolstoy and others, and the
whole of his immortal ‘Jean Christophe.’
He and his friends spent not a shilling
on its advertisement and accepted no
money for their pains. At first it was
even ditficult to meet the cost of the
publication of the journal. However
the circulation slowly but steadily rose
and when the journal had just begun to
pay its way after long years of patient
labour, they stopped it. Yor they
thought it had worked its mission out
and as such ought not to be continued
for considerations of profit or name. It
was perhaps a unique instance of un-
compromising literary idealism. Zweig
has aptly described the whole procedure
as an ‘ everlasting monument of French
idealism and artistic camaraderi*.’

‘I'hus Rolland testitied splendidly, at
the beginning of his career, to his
burning faith in what he voiced through
his tavourite hero Christophe that ‘it is
not success but faith which should be
our goal’. + Rolland believed that ‘the
great souls are like high peaks. 'The
wind beats against them; the clouds
envelop them; but nevertheless one
breathes there freer than anywhere
else’.} 'The heroic soul always exercised
a great fascination for him, and his

*......ein unvergangliches Denkmal des franzosischen

Idealismus und “unstlerischer, menschlicher Kamerads-

;:kiatt. Son but n’etait pas le success: son but etait la
oi.

- ’ . - ’
t “Son but n’etait pas le succes; Son but etait la foi.’
T Preface to La vie de Beethoven.
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ground. For it needed indeed a stout
heart not to be daunted by the most
terrible cataclysm that has ever befallen
humanity. But happily Rolland was
one of the handful of brave spirits to
rise to the occasion. And the reason is
that he had learnt well to cultivate the
manly courage to look life in the face.
It is not without its significance that he
wrote before the War:

“The only true heroism on earth is
to know life and yet to love it*."

His education had been of the kind
to equip him cap-a-pie for the mission
he undertook during the five years of
the horrible carnage that caused the men-
tal balance of so many to topple over.
For Rolland had learnt to love Beeth-
oven and Shakespeare in his boyhood
days —thereby crossing the frontiers ot
his nationality almost unawares so to
speak. Whenever he felt depressed he
turned to the Sonatas of the great Ger-
man. Whenever he felt weighed down
by the drab monotony of a humdram
lite he sought refuge in the plays of the
immortal Englishman.,  The former
soothed his tired spirit by the magic
weaving of ethereal sound. The latter
revived his depressed soul by the surge
of elemental forces incarnate in his
dramas. The perennial appeal of
lofty art in <ach opened Rolland’s
eyes early to the glorious vista that
man has fashioned in the midst of
his thraldom. And then he was an
indetatigable student of comparative
hi§tm('1y. So he has been aptly des-
Smbe as “musician by genius, poet by
inclination and historian by necessity'.¢
The result was that Rol?and’s early
education was as liberal, as, it may be
said, it had to be. His parents wanted

*«“Iin’y a qu'un heroisme an monde : €’est de voir le

monde tel qu'il est et de Vai v i i
. e Yaimer?” La vie de Michel

tMusikerdem Genius_nach, Dichter Nei
Historiker aus Notwendigkeit. . . Ro;l::isn Rﬂﬁ:aﬁ
der Mannund das Werk by Stefan Zweig.
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for the ¢ grands parweur,” the great of
‘heart,was but the precursor of the mature
strength of his riper years, when he so
worthily lived up to his own criterion
of greatness :

« Where the character is not great
there can be no great man.---- Suecess
matters little. What matters is to be
great and not to pretend to be s0.”

It was the early eighties. At this
epoch Tolstoy exercised an influence on
intellectual Europe which is perhaps a
litle difficult fully to realise to-day,
when the great sage is no longer. It 1s
hardly an exaggeration even to say that
Tolstoy was at this time the most lumi-
nous star in the literary firmament of
Europe. He was looked up to by hund-
reds as the poet, seer and prophet of the
age. The unsparing sineerity of the
old maun; his clear-cut maxims with
their intuitive insight; his unrelenting
exposure of all sham in art; and his firm
faith in Christ's teachings which most
intelligent people of the age had as good
as disowned—all the great qualities of
the Russian saint fired the imagination
of thousands of ardent souls. Rolland
was one of these. He hung on every
doctrine that Tolstoy preached; fol-
lowed every one of his gestures and
steps ; apd looked up to him as ‘the
most reliable guide in the moral anarchy
of the time ".§

Suddenly appeared Tolstoy’s famous
book entitled * What to do ™. It scat-
tered everything that Rolland loved to
the four winds: The works of Shakes-
peare, Beethoven, Wagner and even
most of Tolstoy’s own writings were
repudiated by the latter as counterfeits.
Rolland was perplexed, out at sea, rack-

+ Rolland writes thus about Tolstoy: J'aimais pro-
fondement come je n’ai jamais cesse d’aimer Tolstoy.
Depuis deux on trois ans, je vivais enveloppe de v
atmosphere de sd pensee. . . - La bonte, Y'intelli-
gence 1'absolue verite de ce grand home en faisajent
pour moi le guide le plus sur dans I'anarchie morale

de notre temps. (Preface to the Letter of Tolstoy,
published in (at de la quinzaine)
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ed by his spiritual doubts. He hardly
knew whom to turn to. He writes about
this time :

« 1 then loved Tolstoy deeply------But
on the other hand I loved art no less,
which [ literally fed on, specially on the
art of music.”

Rolland was at the time just out of
his teens—a virtnal green youth. So
the perplexed anguish of his ardent
younyg soul can be well imagined. It
seemed to him a veritable partin% of the
ways. His soul craved for art, w ile the
man whom he fervently adwmired with
all the warmth of his tender nature con-
demned the same wholesale. A sudden
impulse made him write a letter to the
very man who was the author of these
spiritnal straggles in him. He laid his
heart barve stating all his doubts and
difficulties fully.

It can hardly be said that he counted
on a reply from so great a man. It was
the mere boyish mmpulse which made
him write as he did, hoping against hope
that an acknowledgment might be sent
to him.

The great artist however did send him
a reply. And it wasa long reply too—
:n French— extending over thirty pages,
written laboriously with his own hand,
and in a foreign language to boot.

It was a letter worthy of Tolstoy. It
was a day memorable m Rolland’s life.
The touching sincerity so characteristic
ot the great saint; the pains he took to
answer lis correspondent point by point
in the midst of his great press of work;
and above all his categoric denunciation
of all sham in art or science left an
indelible impression on Rolland. He
subscribed to  Tolstoy's exceptional
sense of responsibility which prompted
the latter to opine that art should never
be a career but a vocation. Besides, he
was deeply impressed at this plastic
period of his age by Tolstoy’s remark
that * the test of the artist's being true
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great biographies of Michel Angelo, the heroes only to receive the same.
Beethoven, Tolstoy, Gandhi and others His lives ot Beethoven, Michel Angelo,
are the result. He wanted to write Tolstoy and others are but the impas-
more biographies of heroes, though he sioned attempts on his part  to
could not do so for lack of time. By substantiate this thesis. His biographies
the term /eroes he did not have in view are specially valuable inasmuch as they
those who have made their mark in the all embody this interpretation of his of
realin ot thought or action, * but only the lives he deals W_lth-.BESIdeS they
those who were great of heart.” Bee- are all .ﬂ}e more 1nspirmg beca}use
thoven’s maxim that ‘ the only true test of the vivid picture they give of the
of the superiority of man consists in deep 1mpression stan;ped by one great
that of goodness’ i has always been a soul on another. It is rare for a great
favourite aphorism with Rolland. man to have undertaken to write the

Not everybody knows how to admire biography of another great man even
greatness. Not everybody loves good-' though greatness generally owes a lot
ness sincerely, though wmany pay to past greatness. It has been aptly
lip homage to both. 'T'he capacity for said that the chargcter of a man can be
real love of the great and lofty wust told from the things he admires. Ip—
needs vary with different tewperaments, stances however are extremely rare in

Rolland not only admires the great, but history for a great man like Kolland to
he holds that mﬁry those are truly g’vreat have left such a valuable record of the

who cannot help being s0. He once lasting impression made on him by his

told me that he could not accept a predecessors. . :

current view that wsthetics colx)xsist _ Rolland had an uphill task before him.
simply of a careful and discriminating Lor the French public 1'ece‘{v?d nofl;
choice. For nothing (he said) is great only his plays but his great serial nove
but what does not derive its motive a5 well remarkabhr coldly. On_e can
power from its irresistibility. 'T'his firm scarcely help admiring R,Oﬂm!d for his
taith in the spontaneity of greatness COUrdgeous perseverance i spite of suqh
“pervades almost all his writings. He _dmappolntlng response. holland, writ-
has expressed this sentiment beautifully mg about _the tragic (_:Oldness which met
in the mouth of Gotffried the humble, the idealism of his small group of

who admonishes his nephew for compo- friends at every turn, attributes it to the
sing or singing with an ulterior object. spiritual aloofness of their coterie from

“(On chante,” he asseverates, “quand the coutemggrary outlook on life‘ in
on a bessin de chanter, quand it faut general. “The Umbre of the crushing
quon chante” (Une should sing only defeat (of 1870) lay athwart the coun-
when one cannot help singing) Kolland try,” writes Zweig, ‘‘and these heroes
seems always to have maintained that in of the Irench —spirit were  hard
art as well as in thought inspiration put toit to combat the evil genius
must pre-suppose a divine source. It of the race......the lassitude of the

falls, according to him, to the lot of the vanquished.”
So it could hardly have been an easy

* Les grandes ames sout comme les hantes eimes. :
Le vent les bat, les nuages les enveloppe; mais only ta'Sk’ Nevertheless Rolland dld- not lose

respire nieux et plus fort quailleurs . . . Lavie heart. He worked and worked recking

C. . . . . I

Ang . little how his labours were to be receiv-
t Ich kenne keine andern Vorzuge des Merischen als ed. Zwejg has given us an impressive

diejenigon Welche ihn zu den bessern Menschen zahlen I : .
machan . . . A letter of Beethoven. portrait of Rolland working away early
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and late in his two tiny little rooms on

sthe fourth floor, very meagerly furnish-

ed and enjoying no service besides that
of the porter. A man whose gentle
mien shows signs of unsparing work and
little rest, who rarely goes out tor a
walk or recreation ; whose hair is already
grey near the temples—in a word a pic-
tare of ascetic purity and austere labour.
And all this sustained heroism for what?
Perhaps a little increase in the cireula-
tion of the * Cahiers de la quinzaine ”,
wherein all the results of his super-
human work are published ; perhaps a
murmur of approval in some obscure
nooks the vibration of which could
hardly have reached him; perhaps a
cursory friendly greeting from a luke-
warm subscriber to their journal. Rol-
land’s sustained work for work’s sake
regardless of its reaction on the minds
-of others may be said to be curiously
akin to the Hindu ideal of * Nishkama
Karma ' (disinterested service). It is
all the more elevating to contemplate
because of its having been acted up to
by a Westerner.

Suddenly one day the absent-minded
student is run over on a Paris boule-
vard. For days his life trembled in the
balance. If he had died then, he would
have died practically unknown. Per-
haps a paper or two would have express-
ed their conventional regret of the
Fremature death of a promising gouth,
iterarily and musical? inclined. But
that would have been about all,

It sounds to us indeed scarcely credi-
ble to-day that even such an epic of a
book as is ‘Jean Christophe’ could have
failed so signally to attract the attention
of the French public for a whole decade.

-But it was so neverthless. Rolland be-
gan the monumental work in 1902 and
finished it in 1912 without his work
having so much as set up a ripple in the
literary circles of France. But he was
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not once disheartened during this long
period of comparative silence which en-
gulfed his works, and never spared him-
self in order to be able to give of his
very best. It was almost a tradition-
creating spectacle in modern times.
And it will never fail of inspiration to
many a literary idealist of the future in
his hours of doubts and misgivings such
as must overtake the bravest spirits
from time to time.

However, the ways of the Goddess ot
Fame are just as inscrutable as those of

Providence. In 1912, writes Zweig, he

was still unknown (noch unbekannt),
in 1914, a celebrity (ein Weltruhm). In
1915 he was awarded the Nobel Prize
for literature. His trials, however, were
by no means at an end ; nay the sorest
of them were only just going to begin.

When the Great War was declared,
Rolland was in Switzerland. His letters
at this time show the profound shock he
received at the terrible news. For he
pictured well to his mind the horrors of
the universal carnage that was to follow. -
It meant for him as for many other
idealists of his time, a sudden and
wholesale repudiation by Europe of the
ideals that they had cherished all their
lives. He wrote in his diary: “The
meaninglessness of my whole life has
been brought to a head. Would I
could sleep now never to wake up
again.’”’

Rolland’s proud spirit was not however
of a nature to accept deteat. Though
he was at first invaded by a tremendous
sadness, be it said to his credit that he
was perhaps one of the first to shake off
this feeling of helplessness and stupor
engendered by the sudden moral
bankruptey of Europe. He was not long
in rousing himself to voice forth his
protest against the abomination of man
murdering his brethren under the
hypnotism of slogans such as Liberty,
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foresee, however, was the tumultuous
fury that his indictment of the war would
arouse among his countrymen. He
would understand their opposition. But
how to account for the persistent mis-
representations and vile vituperations ?
The requisi‘e previous experience was
lacking. Tlis refusal to hold all Ger-
mans respousible for the war-manoeuvr-
ing of a few wire-pullers, seems rational
enough now. But during a national
delirtum everything straight and be-
coming appears warped and distorted.
This fact was brought home to Rolland
as the progress of national hatred con-
tinued.

But he went on uttering his conviet-
tions notwithstanding the stupendous
inflation of the chorus of hate against
his humanitarianism. He would not
have minded it so much. But soon a
new ditficulty presented itself. He tound
that even to get publicity was no easy
matter. Most of the first-class French

journals denied him their quondam

hospitality. Some offered to publish
his self-defence, but when he sent the
same it was not allowed to see the
light. Even most of his former friends
either openly repudiated him or
gave him the cold shoulder. One
actually stopped the publication of an
appreciation of him already in the
press. The Parisian journalists howled
for his blood. Some went so far
as to demand an open trial of Rolland
on a charge of high treason. Public
opinion was soon so poisoned as to
lend plausibility even to the insidious
slander of his having been in the Ger-
man pay. And human reason was
warped enough to read an unmistakable
proof of the charge in the fact of his
great hero Christophe having been made
a German. A professor exulted over
the announcement : * Cet auteur ne se
lit plus en France,” (Nobody in France

* « Declaration de 'independance de VEsprit” .
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reads this author any longer) The
French Government set spies on him.
He was under constant police surveil-
lance. Personal slanders were invented,
his conversations reported truncated, his
letters were intercepted and what not.
Even his very life was in real danger.
Eventually he had to take refuge in
Switzerland inasmuch as things came
indeed to such a pass that by living
longer in France he not only ran the
risk of arrvest but dastardly assassination
as well.

What was the reason of this sudden
lunacy, this unanimity of hatred against
Rolland, this sad mutilation.of the noble
ideas of the great man who was loved
so dearly by Europe in 1914 ? The
reason 1s not far to seek. Rolland
writes apropos: ¢ The majority of the
intellectuals placed their science, their
art and their reason at the service
of their respective states.” ¢ Allegi-
ance to country has swept away al-
legiance to truth” wrote another great
man *in 1915, “Thought has become
the slave of instinct and not 1ts master.
The guardians of the temple of Truth
have betrayed it to idolators, and have
been the first to promote idolatrous
worship.” In a word, to-day the state
has been erected into a sacrosanct idol,
at whose altar the individual must sac-
rifice himselt without asking the why
and wherefore of it all. It he consents
he is a good citizen. If not, the whole
machinery of the state, the forces of
collectivism and the blind nemesis of an
inexorable chauvinism will be almost
automatically directed against the de-
linquent. And this maelstrom of vin-
dictivness will be supported by a
through-going propaganda such as has
never been parallelled in the annals of
the evolution of human organisation.
The individual for the state is the shib-

*An appeal to Intellectnals. by Bertrand Russell
published in the Swiss Interaational Review,
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The Understanding of Gandhi

G. RAMACHANDRAN, SANTINIKETAN

We might disagree with Mahatma
Gandhi, in some item or other of his pro-
gramme. We might not see eye to eye
with him on all things. But none of us can
ignore him. No one can escape him. He
is so sincere, so true that even those who
differ from him must perforce stay with him
awhile and listen to the voice of his soul.
He is a giant spirit. He is more than the
intellect ; more than the heart. His appeal
is, therefore, not purely to the intellect or to
the heart alone. Whatever be the path of
life we tread, at one time or other his voice
is bound to reach us. To the artist in his
studio, to the scholar in his library, to the
rich on their cushiens of indolence comes
his voice, because sad millions “ discrowned
in the night” find their utterance in that
voice. When his voice thus comes to us
through the open window or the unclosed
door let us not shut our ears to it for if not
today, then to-morrow, we must give him
our ears. Because with him and his
message is mixed up the fate of Humanity.
My plea at the very outset, therefore, is
“Letus try.to understand him. Let us
listen to him. It does not matter if after
understanding him we have to differ from
him. There is nothing wrong at all in
differing even from him but not to try and
understand him is to confess ourselves
heartiess and headless, for heis to-day
more than any other living man the burning
symbol of the uttermost self-sacrifice and
the most challenging sincerity.”

When opening the All India Spinner’s
Association at Patna, Mahatma Gandhi’s
first words were, ‘I am no politician.”

Few understood him., Many did not even
take him seriously. But the few who knew
the unfoldment of Mahatmaji’'s life and

mission instinctively felt how literally true
were those words.

Over and over again in his own writings
we come across a note of keen regret that
politics took up so much of his attention
and time as it actually did. But he simply
could not avoid it. He is too compassionate
a servant of Humanity, To his own people
ground under foreign heels politics has
become a dreadful reality which must be
faced.

They could not avoid politics as being
“ dirty ” or refuse to accept the brutal chal-
lenge of tyranny as being unpoetic. For
over a century and more a vast machinery
of exploitation and emasculation, perfect in
every detail of its black inhumanity, has
been slowly and surely suckingup their life-
blood and the cry of their helplessness be-
came a piercing shriek in the Punjab at the
time of the Amritsar tragedy when men,
women and children, old and young, were-
massacred in the name of the Empire. At
this critical time Mahatma Gandhi stood for
a moment at the cross roads. He was, as he
is, a man of peace who would, if only he
could, quietly lose himself in the midst of
the poor villagers to stand with them in
their misery and want and wipe their tears
wherever possible, He has himself said
“] am a man of peace. [ want peace but I do
not want the peace that you find in the
grave—] do not want the peace youfind in
the stone.” For any one, to have ignored
the challenge of the political situation at
that crisis, to have closed his eyes to the
need for political action would have been
tantamount to a confession that his heart
was of stone or was a grave where lay buried
all emotions of sympathy and compassion.
Mahatmaji quickly made his choice and
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naturally and inevitably his countrymen
soon after accepted him as their truest com-
rade and leader.

But his heart has ever been and still is
with the poor villager in his poverty and his
ignorance. The villager he knows is India.
The cities shelter but a handful of his
countrymen but the teeming millions are in
the seven hundred thousand villages.
Mahatma Gandhi came to know them. He
saw the foreigner with the help of the city
man exploiting them and yet they knew not
in their ignorance that they were exploited.
He saw that darkuness, more and more
intense, was creeping into their little huts
and into their hearts also. He realised
with a great twitch at his heart that unless
some one aroused them from their helpless-
ness they were doomed and with them the
nation; and he steeled himself to the
resolve that whatever sacrifices he had to
make he would reach them and hold out his
hands to them. And if after a little hesita-
tion he plunged into politics, it was because
he understood that only by identifying
himself completely with the crying need of
the times could he quickly and surely reach
their hearts. He has determined to live for
. them and surely when he dies it wili only
be in their service. Somehow from the
beginning he discovered that his mission
was to serve Humanity through the poor
millions of his country, the majority of
whom have to be satisfied with barely one
meal a day. The poverty of the Indian
masses is so fearful a reality that he bowed
his soul before God and himself took the
vow of poverty. He gave up even his little

homespun dhoti and shirt and resolved to
satisfy himself with a loincloth. Thuys was
accomplished, perhaps, the last act of his
identification with the poor. Rabindranath
understood the place of the poor and the
lowly in the scheme of life when
that God was with the “ poorest, th
and the lost.” Gandhi understood
so he began seeking for God whe
could be found—among the
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He felt convinced that violence, the usual
-weapon of the weak under similar circum-
stances, would not do. He saw that
violence set moving a vicious cyclic process
where violence must follow violence. The
Gita and the Sermon had already elicited
his reverence and love. He could, there-
fore, easily find the force he sought and he
found it in Satyagraha. As the years
passed he discovered that the path he chose
was the only right one and that there did
not exist in the arsenal of man a more
dynamic and yet more peaceful mode of
action than Satyagraha. He found that it
blessed him who offered it and him against
whom it was offered. For Satyagraha
means, more than anything else, the process
of purification for the one who offers it.
Satyagraha can be offered only by those
who are pure in heart, and whensuch do
offer it, then it means again a process that
must touch the opponent to kindred purity.

Thus the third unalterable conviction was
established in his philosophy that Satya-
graha must ever be for him his only weapon
in his war against tyranny, oppression or
all evil.

It was a man with these profound convic-
tions as the bed rock of his philosophy of
life who in the year 1919 came face to
face with that colossal machinery of
exploitation, the British Empire. For
him the political situation in India then
meant only the black climax of the oppres-
sion of the poor. What wonder then, that
he, with all the mighty momentum of his
moral indignation, pitched himself against
the might of the Empire. In the special
session of the Indian National Congress,
held in Calcutta, he placed his programme
before his countrymen, Inthat programme
he included every item of national activity
which would help to evolve strength within.
He said —and his words entered the heart
of India like flame—that if we could bring
about a deeper kinship among the divergent
classes and communities of India, achieve
even partially a certain amount of economic
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independence and then refuse to co-operate
with the Government then even without a
blow being struck or a shot fired, this
mighty empire would crumble to ashes and
dust. We are not concerned in this article
to enquire how this programme could not be
fulfilled and where exactly it has failed.
But we are concerned, and concerned deeply
to understand the vital bed rock of this
programme, because when we have discover-
ed that we are sure to realise. that even
when leading the political tempest from
1919 to 1922 Mahatma Gandhi was in truth
yet striving to reach the poor and serve
them. He had simply taken hold of the
political momentum so that he could control
it and make it the power house for a vast
process of national activities which aimed at
bringing into the cottages of the poor a few
more beams of the sun’s warmth and light.
More than five years have now gone by,
This programme has undergone many
vicissitudes. But through all these stormy
years of suffering and persecution, dis-
appointments and heart-burnings Mahatma
Gandhi has clung to the poor with his
challenging sincerity and unfaltering faith,
Over and over again especially since the
advent of the Swarajist Party he has sacri-
ficed all chances of political ascendancy in
the country so that he might be a servant
of the masses. It rests with him to sign
the Swarajist creed and be once again
on the top of a tidal wave but he has
quickly realised that this wave will only
take him further away from the masses,
So to day he chooses to stay below and
there he is sure to remain till such times
when ascent again will mean ampler
chances for the service of the poor. The
All India Spinner’s Association which
Mahatma Gandhi opened only the other day
at Patna is full of rich promise for the
future. This Association is to consist of a
net-work of little organisations ail over
India to be in intimate touch with the
masses and organize them for a happier and
fuller life, The foremost members and
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organisers of the Assosiation are those wh
could be easily considered as the fin X
flowers of the nation—-men of s,teadfeSt
purpose and noble resolve. But the -
not‘new recruits. The great tidal wa!\(' a“;
purification which Maatmaji let loos e
1920 pulled them fortt from their cu::' N
of wealth and ever since, sunshi e
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Spinner’s Association is teday acée t'ne
the constructive programme whichp ltr;xg
Congress as a whole could not ca ;
out, énd Mahatma Gandhi is thr e
it again holding his hands outto the S
More; through this Association he ain?soo;;
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age windoe. the smallest
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Finality and Why Not

M. H. SvEp, B.A, LT,

While fully recognisin i
am.oxfnt of good that somi (:tf\eth:ammense
religions have done to the moral ad\v/mﬂd-
mt_mt of humanity, one cannot alto Z’:ﬁe-
blink at the fact that by imposing hafd "
fast rules and dogmatising in so man al:ld
ways they have narrowed down thejilOt .
outlook on life and instead of bfoadun}an
the human mind and freeing it fro o
thraldom of conventional thoughtsm o
cu.stoms, they have not failed to chok and
stifle !.mman intelligence to a certain o

Religious teachers who appeared o
scene of the world from time to timeon’ b
view t.o reform and elevate the errj mna
suff‘ermg human beings of 2 ant'g and
period, did not, for obvious reasonspler }cu\ar
so to say, for all time to come a;dg;slate,
types and grades of humanity that i or_all
evolved to a higher and much loftie lfi be{ng
than what it was or is to-dav Thr ouny
have forfeited their claim to deepe:pi\:‘c:uki

itua

insight and clear-sight ision }
hsight ghted vision if they haq

of degraded hun
uman bein
of dea gsof ana
o foera:lc: a code of law that migii’t:”ﬁ
o o 21 tm-xes and all types of meno
oape 1 ::gluy, but, to quote the precioto
T s of th essed Lord Sri Krishpa, © Fus
e ore ev%?n of the goaod, for the dé‘ o
e € i -dqers, for the sake of ;\tm&
o g righteousness.” That i o
ey care borp from ‘ageto 5 a’t our o
P um;m;‘passmn for us who trisd. thOut o
dOing'tgh::o:Osnes.s and take delight ?np:t?;
ot o mein response to the recurr'w
gy e lof h_umanity, giving a f oxt
I n:irigogfmg spirits and liftinl:il;
time befn delusion, at least for the
As they stand
spfmuality and
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on, their enthusiastic disciples and blind
fpllowers, in their religious zeal, put
astounding interpretations on their sayings
and teachings that savour nothing short of
dogmatism and finality which perhaps they
never meant.

The spirit of exclusiveness and the claim
of uniqueness of one’s own revealed books
are introduced with no little fervour, into
the various faiths in the course of time.
That is why at the present age the leading
divines of various religions lay claim to the
exclusive possessions of truth and assert in
po uncertain terms that all their particular
faith contains and teaches, is the whole
truth artd nothing but the truth. Salvation
through their faith alone is possible. One
must unreservedly adhere to every tenet of
their faith before one can attain one’s sal-
vation. To doubt the veracity or question
the validity of any statement, is an abo-
mination of a high order.

Some religions claim that their prophets
and the revealed books are the most perfect
and comprehensive and they need no
alteration, whose teachings will hold good
and suffice for the people of every type and
description for all time to come. Nothing
could be farther from fact and truth, It
requires no argument to prove that humani-
ty is not yet perfect. It is slowly and
gradually evolving. [none age or in one
race people develop one special charac-
teristic, in another another.

If the history of the world shows anything
conclusively and demonstrates anything
unmistakably, it is this fact that at every
period of a world-crisis, a bighly developed
spiritual teacher comes forward to take
humanity a step forward.

Human nature does remain for a long
time the same but it is not completely
wooden and stationary. Itis subject to the
Jaw of growth and development. Mentally,

“morally and spiritually humanity is not

where it was a million years ago. The
world was not created only a few thousand
years from now. It has been in existence

9
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for millions of years, and will continue to
exist for an unknown number of years
hence.

Thus in this changing, growing and
evolving world every thing has to be and is
as a matter of fact, adjusted and re-adjust-
ed from time to time to suit the exigency
of the age. An adult cannot be fed on
baby’s food. ’

Unless we become ‘perfect as our heaven-
ly father is’, reach the absolute and become
one with it, every aspect of our life, from
cradle to the grave, from one life to many
lives yet to come, will continue to be rela-
tive ; mental, moral and spiritual ideals
meant to evolve, guide and inspire us, must
necessarily be relative and therefore free
from the devitalising force of finality.

To believe in finality is to come to an end
of our evolution. In this universe which
manifests only a tiny fraction of His
Infinite, limitless, inexhaustible, fathomless
and truly unimaginable glory and magni-
ficence every thing and every being without
an exception, must be relative and must
need fresher and newer ideals of life and
truth to suit bis growing moral and spiritual
stature. We have to g0 forward and not
backward. The spirit, the self, the Supreme
Being, has yet higher and ever loftier glory
and more fascinating beauty to reveal to us.
He is so illimitable that no religion how-
ever perfect {only relatively) can express
His infinite perfection. Thus every reli-
gion, truly speaking, speaks only on¢ letter
of the word of God the Almighty. Divine
knowledge and wisdom is so deep and
fathomless that it cannot be confined to one
set of revealed books alone. Not only
through,the religious scriptures of the world
but through science, philosophy, art and
literature also the beauty and sublimity of
a portion of the same Reality, are being
revealed to us day after day in ever newer
and finer expressions and forms. Bacon
says, “knowledge is not a couch for the
curious spirit, nor a terrace for the wander~
ing nor a tower of state for the proud mind,
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nor a vantage ground for the haughty nor
a shop for profit and sale, but a store house
for the glory of God and the endowment of
mankind”,
- There are some scientists and philosophers
in the modern time, who, also, in some form
or other, worship the idol of finality and
say that their line of thought or discovery is
probably the last word on the subject. Some
of them (Ingersoll, Ernst Heckel, Joseph
McCabe, G. Forester, Buchner, etc.)‘ appear
to_me as dogmatic, intolerant and narrow-
mmdf:d as the followers of some faiths
Ltfckxly the number of such votaries o{.
science and philosophy, is very much
reduced and some of them have begun to
feel that they alone are not the exclusive
explf)rers of the range of human knowledge
.nor is their method infallible. Not long ago'
some of the western thinkers used to poo‘i
pooh the very idea of spirit and used tc:
assex:t that beyond reason there was no
posﬁmbility of the existence of any such thin
as intuition. But the philosophical speculag.
tions of eminent thinkers like Bradle
Berg§on and Sir Oliver Lodge, have giveyt;
the lie to these reckless assumptions and
as:sertions: A truly broad-minded and dee
tfxmker, who is alive to the present limit'p
tions of human knowledge and who dod-
not ignore its endless depth, possibilities
an-d limitless boundary, surely would S:S
things with caution and reservation anfi
would not arrogate to his line of thought
exclusive merit of supremacy. ¢
Once Herbert Spencer remarked, “lIt is
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tis:.sy \;\‘l);:tse‘rt and hard to prove ”, and so it
oA tonght has a student of physico?-
Clehce & asse.rt that his methods an:fi
resul ‘devmsupenor ts? .that of a philosopher
e makee of spiritual knowledge? He
hould ¢ iSe ;mple fil]owance for the fact
o he s :lscovermg only a fringe of
o fight, in the absemee o o clutely
. ce of . i
:s;;;?:etnce, to say one way ord:‘ge :1)15163
e sdany system of thought that is bein ,
righ;xet contrary to his own, One has n%)
e oofpa;s a verdict against any rival
st itmit1 ought unless and until one
o rg well, Of all people, scientists
ane philo ophers shf)uld be the very last to
e in ;1;e finality of anything, when
the law of 0“:1‘1?;‘; :;?ioilfhat e 18
the & at whatever
c ::;ctis::,dagzy:nnéi ;vhe region of possibi‘;;?;
2 : as altogether un
;nzx‘:lrl::;ear;,v is no?v a matter of cg{r:;:‘t:
Knowleds s;; ould it })e, therefore, incon-
hinas o ppose tha.t In the course of time
Tings W are .puzzlmg over, might co
B ¢ purview of our knowledge ? e
en once the process of growt}a and

evolution in ev .
erything i

be a gis acknowledge
reasongebnlera1 law of our life, we cg dto
Lea ably stop at any conclysi annot
it is final. usion and say

In the movi
ing, Changi
w . . ng an .
roﬂd nOthlng 1S Or can d e.VOIVmg
egarded as final posssibly be

It i i
should get aver this errs time that we

or of our thought.
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A Glimpse into Wisdom Divine

BY KANNOOMAL, M. A.

Vedanta is synonymous with upliftment
of thought, unfoldment of spirit, revelation
of divine vision and ne plus ultra of know-
ledge. Al that is great and grand in
philosophy, all that is deep and secret in
religion, all that is noble? and sublime in
morality, all that is unique and priceless in
Hindu literature, is connoted by the word
Vedanta. The Upanishads whose number is
legion but ten of which are considered to be
principal, are the repositories of the vital
and fundamental ideas of this philosophy.
They contain the seeds which have grown
into such luxuriant crops in the subsequent
literature. The Upanishads are above all
doctrines, tenets, cults and creeds, but they
are surcharged with the potencies of which
these creeds are the concretised manifesta-
tions. The germs of theism, atheism, deism,
pantheism, agnosticism, realism, idealism,
nominalism, polytheism, pragmaticism and
what not, float unguided and unchecked in
the atmosphere of the Upanishadic thoughts.
They are the rhapsodic effusions pregnant
with suggestiveness of the great seers who
saw Truth face to face. Overmastered by
the divine vision,overfilled with ecstatic joys
and overwhelmed with the brilliance and
majesty of inspirational wisdom, these
seers—the primeval jeaders of our race—
could not find language adequate to the
expression of the thoughts that welled up
spontaneously in their minds. The incohe-
rence and inconsistency of their expressions
are the highest hall-marks of their inspira-
tion and divine communion. They talk and
proctaim from the planes to which we have
no access—under the conditions to which
we can never be transported and the moods
to which we can never be uplifted being

tightly chained down to the material
environments. .

First and foremost among all the Upani-
shads stands the Isavasya which is the for-
tieth chapter of the White Yajurveda.
Its age is the age of the making of our sun
and the formation of the necbula of which
our planet is an insignificant effect. In the
dawn of the creation when the heavens
were upraised glittering in the scintillation
of their starry myriads and the mountains
were set up and the oceans hollowed
out . in  their places, the Rishies of
the Upanishads saw what vidya and avidya
were and what sambhuti and asambhutt
signified. We know not what they mean—
we cannot realise what great secret is hid-
den behind them. The whole teaching of
the IsavasyaUpanishad revolves round these
words and they are inexplicable in our age.
If we take these words in their modern
sense, they seem {0 render the vedic texts
not only unintelligibte but inconsistent. If
vidya is knowledge and Avidya, ignorance,
and both leading to darkness as the texts
seem to mean in their modern sense, then a
subsequent verse extolling avidya as an
antidote to death, and Vidyaasan unfailing
step to the region of immortality where
there is eternal joy and ineffable felicity,
is certainly a contradiction. Similarly are
sambhuti and asambhuli which in one
place are said to be leading to gross dark-
ness, and declared a little later on as the
potent means of crossing death and enjoy-
ing immortality. The task of the modern
commentator of reconciling these apparently
contradictory texts has been great and
difficult. Ingenious explanations have been
offered by Sankar, Ramanuj, Madbhav and
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others without making them clear and
intelligible. Every commentator rushes
forth with his own new-fangled theory but
no satisfaction is guaranteed. Where doc-
tors differ, pupils are free and it would
therefore smack of no foolhardiness on my
part if [ attempt to offer my own solution of
the difficulty. AW great truths have been
declared in paradoxes from time immemo-
rial and there is no wonder if our Rishies
have indulged in such expressions. The
Brahm of the Vedantists is a highly in-
volved paradox. While It is everything, It
is nothing that we can think of. Knowledge
and ignorance, birth and non-birth have
nothing to do with It. In regard to It, they
play no part. These notions when applied
in reference fo It, only lead to darkening
confusion, They complicate rather than
unravel the difficulty. But on a lower plane
they have their use. Physical science which
may imply 4vidya in contrast to spiritual
science which Vidya is, initiates a man
into most of the secrets of Nature and
mitigates the horrors of death by its
explanations based on matter-of-fact
experiments. The study of spiritual
science leads a man to immortal joys and
experiences divine. Similarly the doctrines
of birth and non-birth which sambhuti and
asumbhuti mean are of no avail when
applied to Brahm which is beyond maya--
the matrix of hirth and non-birth, but ip
relation to the evolution and dissolution of
our universe, they are full of meaning,
Dissolution which involves the idea of
asumbhuti, destroys death by setting up a
counter regeneration and renovation.
Evolution uplifts and ennobles, dropping off
all crudities and whetting and sharpening
sensibility into a subtler and ever subtler
consciousness which drinks in the draughts
of immortality and defies oblivion.

The other notion which is no less promi-
nent in this Upanishad is that of the Pyury-
sha. 1t is the same Purusha who has been
transfigured by the divine Vedic poet’

g s rich
fancy into a Super-Being with thousa

nds of
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heads, thousands of eyes and thousands of
feet, overstanding and directing this uni*gj
verse of ours, which is a manifestation of ¥
only insignificant portion of Him. This
mighty Super-Man and thy sou! are no two
things. Their identity is as solid as the
bed-rocks that hold aloft high mountains.
Soham Asi— That am I' is the
boldest cry of the Vedic sage on beholding
the ultimate Truth of things. That which
makes the world that creates its ever-
moving phantasmagoria is no other than
one’s self and an the strength of this
fundamental idéntity, the pious devotee
bids the glorious sun to fling open the
portals of its sanctuary and let him step
into its inner chambers wherein dwelleth
the great Purusha that he is, The prayer
uplifted by the Vedic sage 1s not to
the Purusha that he is himself but ga
sort of courtesy shown to the sentinel
that watches his mansion. The sun and
its other form Agni are the sentinels that
have been entrusted with the duty of admit-
ting the visitor into the palace royal of the
Purusha on his showing the proper pass-

ports and it was only fit and meet that the
Vedic poet who is bent upon a universa)
allegory, should frame a Courteous reques|

to be made to the watchmen when entering
one’s own royal palace.

A word about the attributes of this attei.
puteless Purusha may as well be hazardec
in thf: language of the Vedic seer and poet
He is unshakeable and staid yet quicke
th‘an mind. No senses havye ever reachec
him, While standing rooted firm as ever
he outstrippeth the fastest and quickes
runngrs. In him are upheld all ‘cosmi
functions. He moves and moves not ; he {
far and near; he is the innermost being o
all; heis the outermost protector of gl
He compasses all;

he is pure and brigh
formless and sinewless, unassailed a'::iglﬁ
defiled. He is the one primeval sage se€
am.i philosopher, one shadowing and, ove
filling all entities being himself self-exi:
tent. It is He who hasi established a
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ings, in this cosmos according to thetlll;
\ture for everlasting years. He knoweh
1 our activities and itis to. him 'tha‘ti tf e
edic poets’ ferveat prayer1s upllftef lcl)r
e destruction of all the crookedness o .t e
sart and the elimination of all the sins.
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To him and to him alone, his head is bent
down again and again in repeated prayer
nd unremitted homage.

: These are a few random thoughts on the

Upanishad which is the oldest and the

shortest of all the Upanishads.

Our Great Orient

By FRANCESCO GAETA

Let us visualise the whole question ob:-ecr-‘
ively. The appeals gf the Eiy(li) :23-
lationalists against continued British do ”
\ation in their land hardly Fvoke ;‘hi
ympathetic echoes in our m:}c&s; e
1xplanation for this is obv.xous. A en hese
Igyptians have, as a stain on tl elr'on ™
science, such a barbarous assassinati :
hat of Sirdar Lee Stack, they m;turainy
alienate our sympathies. Even eav.big-
aside the assasination and the resportxslxl or
lity for the sanguinary rfevolt at Khatx}":n ;
the Egyptian agitation is no morg ne
conventionalised form*reﬁnec.l an ! rtr:o fer.
nised—of the spirit of the fome_s of the ast
century. Now all that survives mr ne
storied climate of Egypt d?gen?dai\ °s
fatally into a parody : _ We .pred{ct ri Fcez
lous degradation for thxs' nationalism ;n e
with its dark emissaries in London anc :vvho
the eternal law student' Ha:necr:o'iar.)s;;imselé

say, is never goingto s
:ietl(ll?;ire{s’ in leading the geqerous;ﬁxrxteg
university youth to revolu.tton. _ere s
yet another reason why, wl}lle ,ﬂ,'ral.r:inngﬁc‘n
the Egyptian cause so much’of cot;sx era on
as is demanded by the ultra-democra
theories of the nineteenth century, we ;?'r]l-
not accord to it anythiqg more. Tl.xe 11e
has not for us the traditions of a nationa gr
ethnical river. The innumerable Pharoals
do not convey any appeal to-our hearts. In
the field of Egyptology whxch. under_takes
the investigation of the ancient history
of these remote kings, we are accustomed

only to recognising th.e erudition o§
scholars and we entertain no hopes o
building up any spiritual patrimony. And
so the Britannic Government 1S ha'rdly
blame-worthy if, unlike the moc.iem subjects
of the ancient dynasties, It sees the
«“ essential ” in the * gold” of the tomb. ax:ld
only the “ accessory ” in the mummy within.

But, it is objected, the. En.ghsh .Govelzn-
ment under Baldwin’s regime 1s actmg.wlth
imperialistic intentions. . . Experxex:ce
teaches us all,—and the Conservatives hqo
have everywhere begun .to .note.that their
thirst for conguest is not indissociable from
their political programme. 'I'_o use an
euphemistic phrase, the obligation FO un-
sheath and brandish the sword is not
i in their politics.
m}IlBeerfl:;slas it mgy, if the opiection had
any consistency, the best t!ung that the
Egyptian patriots could do is to l§t the
passage of the Suez canal to India undlst.ufb-
ed, so that in India, thf: 'seat ‘of British
Imperialism, this latter, if it exists at all,
might agitate itself to dissolution. .

I do not speak of the artifical or transitory
India which by its seditious acts of mutiny
nearly seventy years ago offered the
opportunity to the English Queen Victoria
to take over the government of the land
from the United East India company and to
proclaim berself Empress through fantastic
durbar scenes arranged by Lord Lytton,

But I speak of the time—old India which
with its mysterious suggestion envelopeq

a
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?he army of Alexander the Great and arrested
its adyance and which today with the
Campaign of non-violence organised by
Mahatma Gandhi works against Occidenta-
llsm so as to achieve its own resurrection
It works actively and not merely prepares:
for the Gandhist movement is not to b’
confounded with our exclusively politica?
revolutions which first promise felicity wh
they will have triumphed, and then aften
their triumph remain too utopian 'e;
character to fulfil their promise : tlll
Gand.hist movement is supremely a r,nor E;
or sp3ritual movement and its victory anii
blessings consist in their very exist
and development. see
N-o-thing is more active, indeed mor
positive than the apparently passive resi ;
tance of Gandhi. Nothing less revolutios-
tary than his formula of non-co-operatj o
with England. If he, the saint of Ahmed(m
bad, has accepted and assimilated ana-
principles of the European agitators it .
doubtless due to the instinctive ,desi .
natural to all messengers of the Divine rte )
adj}xst themselves to their times and to ’u .
their language. Why, he admires Malzzins'e
and sympathises with Tolstoy’s socialis .
But as a matter of fact, Gandhi, the Ultrari.
modern traditionalist is the universal m
.he belongs to no clique or party, and "
immune from the two frequent watchworc;s
of accidental mob leaders: despoti ;
apd hate. It would be in vain to search o
his own works or in those of his followelrn
for invectives and anathemas so familiac ts
our own past history or for the implacablo
anti-bourgeoise sentiments of the ¢ :
n§unists. The genius of India is re-bornm‘m
him, the soul of the common Aryan ram
has m_ade its appearance here, sublimatir::e
force.mto asecticism and action intg love ¢
Neither before nor after his imprisonm'
has Gandhi reviled England. One of ?t
persecuted friends, Bhai Parmanang n:s
Fecluse of the Andamans offers ir; h'e
mte‘resting and pathetic ¢ Story of ’My lif 13
a tribute of vibrant affection to the Br;ties’h

.
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3:ltlll<én<;fr;clog'msxng its preeminence and the
Mot : mcor.nparable education which
touch i 111 ;n]oX. Take the following
N, 0;; sode : "I shall never forget the
otinn e a twelve-year-old chiid who,
on e e i jflgfr;ttio; street] with a turban
as o
;d):c l;afte:i my arrival agqd nth;}:ie niicoyneci
pure ‘a\s;ma hat—offered me her’hand, and
‘ With greaty;‘lleass:ize’ hmll'dsd el
replied | laughing.

We shook hands
the school, » and she walked gaily to

*

A .

e ngll)al: Englishmap Says from his re-

land’an tki:;lusel l’c,)ve India, do I Jove Eng-

Ang y less P’ The speakeris Mr,C %‘
ws, the author of 5 suggestive c;)ll.ec-.

tiOI’l of essa “«
. ¥s "To th
Published these worg e Students” ; he has

* *

ment of noble ideals
man shares the onjn; ‘
Plnion of i
tCh. F. Andrews, And i flls e o,
ik .. :
th: Btahllds o.plmon. will conquer the Torj
the win Cabipet too, beginni S
1nister for India Bivearn the

n affairs, I i
who » Lord Birk
towa:lgs become famous for his senhe.a d
b s the assassing of Anmrits Cyority
onourable Jlords should neit;l’. These
: er

ful;iv at each other,
OW that the e
vents i
g;aw;]e_lopmgnt have rectified tl}?e
O Distory it wil] be evident tha

nomena of t
(c:fant:ury wer-e not the reformsh
the Americap War of Inde

Process of
Perspective
t the most
€ eighteenth
y OF 1lluminism
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way creative. On the contrary, the epoch-
 making phenomena which occurred in close
y correspondence with the diffusion of
Shakespearian poetry on the continent and
with the blossoming of the poetry of Burns
and the Pre-Romanticists, were the
discovery of Sanskrit in the West along with
the rise of comparative grammar, the
publication of the Latin version of the
Upanishads by Anquetil-Duperron and the
simultaneous response of India to the
message of the Upanishads {thanks to the
labours of Ram Mohun Roy). In other
words, they were, the rediscovery of our
forgotten quality of Aryanism, and our
reunion with our Asiatic cousins; the
rediscovery of their and our essential genius
which is contemplative, wistful, poetic,
Brahmaic, Vedantic, even while India
restored all this in her own interest, the
gradua! evolution of our consciousness of
the moribund nature of Western materia-
lism, and its return to the Cosmic Vision,
its fulfilment in the Being of the Universe.
With Mahatma Gandhi to whom the Brah-
man, the All-One, reveals himself parti-
cularly as Dharma, or the internal ethic
impulse, the great historical process enters
upon the phase of a critical revision of
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materialisticOccidentalism which is emperic,
impermanent and foreign to the Aryan
tradition. And a critical inteliect indeed is
Gandhi’s, keenly synthetic and not polemic,
oratorical, verbose or demagogic. See what
he says in his “ Indian Home Rule: ”

“Nothing can equal the seeds sown by
our ancestors ; Rome passed away; Greece
never guessed her destiny ; the power of the
Pharoahs was broken; Japan has become
westernised ; of China nothing can be said;
but India alone stands firm on her ancient
basis. The peaple of Europe borrow their
wisdom from the writings of the Greeks or
Romans who no longer exist in their
pristine glory. In trying to learn from
them, the Europeans imagine that they will
avoid the mistakes of Greece and Rome.
Such is their pitiful plight.”

England, having conquered India, hopes
to transplant Occidentalism in the land of
our Aryan fathers ; but she has only come
to cure her of this Occidentalism. And the
cure extends to us all, and leads us all to
the spontaneous abandonment of that
imperialism which preys upon others with
glowing eyes of greed................ vevenreseaiane

Translatad by
L. V. RAMASWAMY IYER

Reviews and Notices of Books

ART
Indian Art at the Empire Exhibition

INDIAN ART AT THE BRITISH EMPIRE
EXHIBITION. The India Society,London.

. . - 2s/.
Lovers of art who have been unable to
attend the British Empire Exhibition would
welcome the new volume on Indian Art
published by the India Society of London.
It contains sixteen examples in collotype of
the paintings on view and the volume is
more attractive by a short though very
illuminating foreword by the Earl of

Ronaldshay,an ex-governor of Bengal whose
efforts in determining the true angle of
vision as regards Indian art and Indian
culture in general have been hailed with
delight not unmingled with gratitude by
lovers of India. In addition the volume
contains a series of lucid critical notes on
the history and methods of the various past
schools of Indian art by Mr. Lionel Heath
of the Mayo school of Art at Lahore who is
also responsible for the short explanatory
notes attached to each plate of illustrations,

As regards the exhibits themselves it
comes more as a surprise than a disappoint-
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m‘ent to note that among the owners of the
pictures not one was an Indian. Even
admitting the deplorable indifference
and even antipathy of the so-called educated
Indians towards their own art one cannot
but help thinking that the Exhibition
authorities have sadly neglected to make a
proper preliminary survey of the existing
materials still available in India such as the
collection in the Khoda Buksh Library at
Pz.n‘na and that of the Dawazer Maharani of
Vl?.langaram and that of the Maharajah of
Jaipur in Rajputana to name only a few.

' Though there were six old Indian paint-
ings hung on the walls it is evident that the
idea of exhibiting them came as an after
thought and that the pictures were collected
hastily from persons near at hand. Conjec-
ture gets strengthened into belief when we
read in the preface that, ‘inthe palace of
Art many paintings of the modern schools
of art were hung but there was sufficient in
the gallery allotted to India for the inclusion
of the older schools of painting, and it was
therefore decided to help the exhibition of
old paintings at the entrance hall of the
Indian pavilion.’

The result of this slovenliness on the part
of the Indian Commissioner was that a
miscellaneous collection hastily brought
together and possibly not the best available
was put up for exhibition as representin
old Indian art—most of the paintings coulcgi
not be dated prior to eighteenth centuar
—in a place far away from where moderi
Indian paintings were hung so that the
sense of historical continuity was lost. One
is reminded of the famous attempt on the
" part of John Gilpin on his wedding day to

avoid the rather ridiculous necessity of
having to dine at Edmonton instead of at
Ware along with his wife.

On second thought however one feels
amused at the iruny of circamstances
For the British Government in its Indi ’
efiucational policy has singularly andg o
sistently failed to take into account p:;r-
most potent forces in art or any educatione
a force which the Irish mystic poet }é
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would have called earth consciousness or

?vhtl)ch Ed ward Carpenter would have called ™
Sub-consclous race memory’, and which we g

call in work-a-day . language the force

[

The critical notes on the various schools
and methods of painting by Mr. Lionel
Heath. are lucid and explanatory though
one falls to see eye to eye with him in man
of his conclusions and opinions, Fori ty
ance the extent of the influence 'which nt;-
S:;rnisz PersiaIn and Greeco-Britain school:

€I had upon Indian art and vi
still open questions and sc?ujlffsvfif: "I‘)f:

Vogel, Visser
i and others have e

v )
been able to arrive at o con.

' an i
o 2 y definite con-

o The general divisions and sub-
lons of the main schools have been

brought out clearly by Mr. Heath and his

estimate of the merits and demerits of the °

various s.chools is just and convicing
Onc? wishes however that he ha;:l m
material to work with. But the impronc:;e
::,t;isisnotfhteh?n:vhgle a.ﬁ'air has left its mark
roduction iti
Mr. Heath himself regretsalzgafnrr:;al ﬂ?te&
!eaders of the works ‘ it
;incf:tx:maticfmhthat could lead to the identi
1onq the subjetcs. No wonder th t
Z:i oft Dinety six paintings exhibited onla;
1 enteen have been thought fit to bej
cluded f€or illustrating  in the eent
vol.urrfe. The exhibition of the oldel:cj?nt
g)sa:;::%s at the British Empire Exhibitli?)rx:
ls the geoc:;ie .to be }'egarded more as an earn-
est ¢ Intentions than ag :
achievement, @ Successhul
As regards the
colour reproductj

of art have little

plates it is 3 pity that no

. ons have been att
. . . e
Indian Paintings being mainly op t[;::tgd;
a

1 .
ose much of theijr emotional appeg] and

balance i i

as 1t were if col i

an ou indi

his is the renn ¥ 18 not indicated,

sk
fnally o e - etch names of colours
or foliage as the
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BIOGRAPHY

Memoirs of a Positivist

VEMOIRS OF A POSITIVIST. By
Malcolm Quin. George Allen and Unwin,
Ltd. London. 10/6.

This work is, in the form of a biography, an
mpartial account of the history, the ideals
ind the aims of Positivism, and also of its
‘ailure. For failed it has, in spite of the
1igh hopes and the great names which have
seen associated with it. A century 2ago,
wen before the days of evolution and of the
igher criticism, advancing science had
Jready exploded the basis of the Christian
eligion. Comte recognising this sought to
srect in its place a Religion of Humanity,
yased solely on positive, that is, on scien-
ific facts. It set up devotion to mankind
s a whole in place of devotion to an
magined being outside the world and it
.nunciated many abstract doctrines, which
yreathe the purest love for our fellow
yeings and are transparently honest, just
nd reasonable. Asa system of ethics, it
vas admirable. But it left men cold. It
vas too divorced from the facts of every-
lay life, too wrapt up in abstractions.
“omte himself in his later years showed a
listinct tendency to revert to the Roman
satholic religion and, as he candidly
onfesses, so did the author of this book,
fr. Quin.

Positivism has shared the same fate as
_iberalism with its Gods of Democracy,
fumanity and so forth and for the same
eason. As Dietsche and others, like Mr.
;asey, have shown, the universal morality
reamed by a long series of philosophers
nd formulas of religion does not exist. Our
torality is conditioned by the material cir-
umstances in which we live, or more accur-
tely, in which our class lives. What is moral
t one epoch becomes, under an altered envi-
onment, immoral in another. Whatisa
irtue in the eyes of one class may be a crime
1 another. Thus the massacre of Amritsar
r the recent massacre of Communists by

10
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the Bulgarian Government are for the ruling
class in England quite moral. They serve,
though in other countries, the ends of that
class, its dominance over subject races
or over the working class. Other people
would label them as atrocities. That was
the real weakness of Positivism. It ignored
the class struggle. It sought, Jike Liberalism,
ideals based on abstract conceptions derived
not from the concrete facts of everyday
life but from the clouds. For the titanic
contest which is fast reviving the world in
twain it h4d no definite message. It has
gone, but it has gone erect and clean-eyed
untainted by any meanness of spirit,
untainted by any dishonesty, or narrowness
or bigotry.
BERNARD HOUGHTON.

ECONOMICS
K Fair Wage i
A FAIR WAGE: Being reflections on the

Minimum Wage and some economic pro-

blems of to-day: By Edward Batten,

M.L M. E. Sir Isaac Pitman Sons, Ltd,,

London.

The book is an attempt to formulate the
principles on which an honest measure for
wages may be based. It starts with the
assertion that a minimum wage is “a law of
necessity, an irreducible liability, a first
mortgage on Society”. It then goes on to
define the function of this minimum wage,
viz, “it must provide all that is economically
necessary for the wage earner to live in
health and vigour. It must be earned in
such conditions of employment and in such
a number of hours as will permit of the
labourer having such time for rest and re-
creation that he will be neither physically
nor mentally impaired by his work”.

After examining some of the main gener-
al economic problems of the day, such as in-
ternational relations in their bearing on the
question of the minimum wage, as defined
above, the author proceeds to lay down
what he calls the true law of wages. He
would restrict the term “Wages” to the
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workman’s share of prefits produced by the
industry in which he is employed. Pay-
ment in the name of wages up to “the least
that will support the worker and enable
him to perpetuate his kind” (which Ricardo
called the natural law of wages) would
form part of the cost of production, in
about the same way as the maintenance of
the machinery or cattle used in the industry
would form part of it. Any surplus left
after these charges and rents, rates, taxes’
a.nd other usual items of the cost of produc-
tion, as also capital’s minimum wage (viz, a
return equivalent to the rate of interest ,on
gilt-edged securities, plus an insurance al-
19wance commensurate with the speculative
risk of the industry)are met, is to be
divided between the workers and the
capitalists.

For deciding the numerous problems
which would arise from such an arrange-
ment the author would provide “effective
councils on which, employer, workman and
community are represented, the latter with
a preponderating voice because its interests
are all in the direction of economic effici-
ency,” and enact that access to all financial
matters obtaining in the particular industry
under coasideration, and also to its full
accounts be given to such councils.

While the above ideas are very in-
teresting, as showing the lines along
which modern industrial communities might
with advantage strike to work, it ig
felt that the propositions laid down
in the book are not so simple or practi-
cal as they look. Itis very desirable that
the minimum wage, (or for the matter of
that, the dole for the unemployed member
of Society) should provide not only
adequate food and housing, but also food for
the higher qualities of “admiration, hope
and love”which distinguish him from the
lower animals. Butis it possible to do so
for any industrial community, when workers
in a cqmpeting industrial community are
supporting a much lower standard of living?
State help cannot be extended indefinitely,

[NOVEMBER 1925

E:]c:use t}xe State has, toput it plainly, to
nce its budget. The revenue of the

State, which are, in the last instance, realised~¢

fI‘OITl the earings of the Community through
?ngnculture, industries or other services,
th:s:}ble such as to support the standard for
e dole or the minimum wage laid down
without its having to resort to sucl;
r:reas_ures as inflation. Very few countries
ingulsl:ritah]ls happy'c_ondition, and modern
ndustrial competition enforces on the
o every country the standard of
! ng.adopted in the competing count
m’;vhlch it is at its lowest level, v
g hed bo9k proposes to debit to the cost
production labour’s minimum wage, a d
and also capital’s minimum wageg \’zizna
Z:t:z:lnton capital in the shape of .inte;'es;
e : r:he return from gilt-edged securities
plus o amount commensurate with the
peculative risk of the industry, After both
}hese charges and all other costs of ma(r))u-
1:fctt\ix;et:r§em§ti,v ‘an ls)urplus that may be
ided between the workers
?:3, :h;oirlr:iployees pro r(}ta. This arrange-
entermi gIo agalnst pioneering industrial
e s. tisthe general experience of
ind sfrlahsts tl.)at a new industry (and
th n:fn 31’:'( an industry from which the
o mn; goset:tllgts ;c;;)?tneﬁt the most in the
1o 1ts way at the st
oy i
: or the worker, but it -
aoitsp;og(lie a r.mmmum return to cap(;::l
" ar yegmtable, when after a numhe.
ot geél:; it:: ;nc!ustry comes in y
. 0 immediately share its gai
s ai
: :::;at;z\:;}efx)c? gn ar.rangement vgvoxﬁfi
frc;m i;s equity or 1:\:<;:xsltl;a | progress, apart
nt e.chapter on The Minimum W
i:;e;r:;:onal Relations, the authorarg};;tl}(yi
prosper;s o;! the fact that the material
B 3eo one country is linked up with
o “adery om}er country with which it
hes rad frelatlons,' and says that“the
prov easp a real minimum wage is made
ier by prosperity in Russia and

to its own, to -
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the revival of Germany as an effective
producing member of the comity of
nations.” But when he goes on to regard
the exaction of reparations from Germany,
as an act of self-sacrifice on the part of the
allies, one feels that his patriotism gets rid
of his regard for economic truth.®
While the shortcomings of the book from
the standpoint of the practical economist
or statesman may be noted, it must be
added that the book is a very thought-
provoking contribution to the question of a
fair wage for workers—a question of no small
importance in these days of strife between
Labour and Capital.
: ©  R. G. SARAIYA

pum————

LITERATURE
Sonnets and other Poems

SONNETS AND OTHER POEMS. By
S. M. Michael. The Modern Literature
Company, Mount Road, Madras. Re. I/-

Professor Seshadri’s highly appreciative
foreword to this volume of verses concludes
with the confident prediction that the author
«is destined to achieve a great reputation
for himself, and delight many more lovers
of poetry”. We can whole-heartedly join
in this prediction for Mr.Michael has in him
the makings of a true poet. He has
imagination and idealism, with a real gift
of style, which he is fortunately young
enough to develop still further.

The score of sonnets which bear the title,
“Lyrics of Love and Beauty”, were
originally published a few years ago, and
attracted much notice at the time. The
Sonnet movement has been well caught by
our poet, though he seems to think thata
Sonnet is no more than a batch of seven
couplets. Though some of these poems
seem too conventional in their ideas, the
best of them show an admirable felicity of
thought and diction.

A vision once I saw,—a shape arose
Before my mind of Dante’s Mystic Rose,
As if it blossomed out of God’s Great Heart,
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Flawless in every petal’s every part,
Each tint a wonder, and each hue a joy,
A thing of loveliness without alloy.
The whole of this.poem is indeed, “a
thing of loveliness without alloy ”, No less
lovely is the following passage,—

Compact of grace she is like her whose age
How full is youth unaging, Hebe’s own image
Fashioned by some god-guided Grecian hand,
Touched by a mighty seer’s magic wand,
Endowed with vital motion, thought and feeling,
A statue dancing and a picture playing!

The new sonnets show a surer mastery of
the form, and embrace a wide range of
subjects. There are, besides, poems of
deep feeling, suggested by the political
and social ills of our time and country.
One poem commemorates the martyrdom
of Snehalata, while another describes
the tragedy of a child-wife sacrificed
to one who is ‘“old, ill-favoured, and
morose,” and doomed to a premature death.
A couple of poems depict the disillusion-
ment caused by the terrible catastrophe of
the European War. Addressing Europe,

the author says,

How yesterday we marvelled at thy might.
Now mourn thy dark, thy sad, thy fearful plight;
How yesterday we wondered at thy fame,

But now behold thy agony and thy shame ;

How yesterday we held in awe thy name

And reverence, now speak it but to blame ;

All his dreams of human unity are sha-
ttered by this fearful tragedy. He is,
however, too much of an idealist to yield to
despair. He is convinced that “God holds
the balance even”. He stands with God’s
“ unconquered  spirit, shield and sword,
undaunted facing all the giant horde.” He
addresses the heroes of the Vykam Satya-
graha in these words.

Children of men, forward, ye sons of god,
Invincible, in soul divinely strong!
Behold the Lord of Battles is abroad,

His shining hosts, with spirit swords aflame,
Warring with wrong. To the fray in His name !

His is an ardent, irrepressible soul, with
the poet’s gift of “dreaming dreams by day”
and “ seeing visions splendid every night,”’
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Within the orbit of my mind doth shine

A strong unsetting sun that fills with light

The boundess space of God where I behold

Things hidden from the busy sleepers’ eyes,

Splendours and magnificences untold,

Fleet-footed wonders winged mysteries,

Angels and Ariels in all the stars

Commingling with the Earth’s departed ghosts,

Resplendent super-men in many a Mars

And all around me shining gods in hosts

Such marvels hold my spirit’s gaze forever -

Theéy walk with me awake, we sleep togeth,er.

Mr. Michael's work, indeed, is not

absolutely flawless. His metrical range is
too narrow. His rhymes are often dubious,
as e. g. Skin, mien, blaze, Sace, thou, love
aright, straight, beautiful, withal. ;
aives (the biblical name) as a mon
P. 15), and ennui as a word of three syila-
bles (P. 26); he puts the accent on the
second syllable of canaan (P. 30), as well as
of homage (P. 22). He spoils his beautify]
poem on the Koil with such a jingling peri-
phrasis as feathered herd, the poem on
Europe with such a cacophony as anguish’s
auwful swelling boundless Jflood, and the son-~
net on the eyes of his love with such 2
conclusion as this, with its jangling and
jarring ” sounds.

He uses
osyllable

Such depthless Depth to fathom shall T strive?
Enough I deem to know I still may dive

Deep down those depths on depths endless and swim
And fill my soul with bliss up to its brim,

Such crudities as these detract from the
merit of much of his work, but,
Indian writing in a foreign tong
Michael has done excellent work,

hope he is destined for greater
ments still,

for an
ue Mr,
and we
achjeve.

A. RAMA IYER.

Story of a Russian Life

IVAN CHMELOV : Memoires

d’un Gorcop
Editions Bossard, Paris. -

Russian novelists are coming more apd
more to the fore to-day in the literary worlg
of Europe; butin India with the exceptio
of Tolstoy’s works, Russian literature i[rll
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spite of its definitely Asjatic
k.nown. Ivan Chmeloy though not so cons-
II))lcuou§ a figure in Europe as his compatriots
M:itioeuéky,. Gogol, Tourgeniev, Tchekow,
e m Gorki and Bounine, is one of those

: ehrateurs _who, through first-hand contact
::Stsf lth_e “life of Russia, have been suc-
tangll;d mRunv.ellmg to us the intricate and

- ussian soul. Borp in 2 family
o OSCOW merchants, with exceptional

opportunities for hearin i
‘ : g the life-musi
Russian genius by acquaing e

the small joys and sorro
labourer or «

traits,* is little

ws of many 3 day-
gagne—denier”, Chmelov has

be desgribed as internationa]
Teputation. The book under
ife and the

in outlook and
\ review treats
e ' struggles of ho
Clﬁ::colxzuss?r “boy” in a fashionable hitgel:
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garcon’s reﬂectlonshsatiric yet never cyni.
the, :rei‘s/f;e ye.t ‘nevel: Cruel-—on the life of
the tocratic ha}bltue’s ! frequenting his
aurant are depicted SO very vividly ip

€ occupation of 3
wever assured that
the kind and that

hotel “ boy 7,
he had done
he relied on

We are ho

n’s gentle satire is
Monsieyr Karas.-
well educated jp
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2 .ealth and
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his prominent place in front of the big mir-
rorso as to instal lrimself near the orchestra,
and he remains there, his eves fixed, from
the beginning of the concert till the end.”
M. Karassev meets with rebuffs at first from
the fair-faced medemoiselle but in the end
proves to be a ‘“ lucky dog.”

The garcon has a shrewd eye for certain
other human weaknesses too from which the
‘big’ clients were not exempt. Here is an
incident which tells its own tale:

“One day a “big” lady found a brooch
lying in the big hall, took it up, turned
round a little in her seat and glanced round
anxiously . . . before she secreted it away
in her “mouchoir.” [hadseenit ... and
she knowing that, turned red like a ‘ tomato.’
Inform the manager of the hotel? . . . .
But supposing the thing really belonged to
the lady herself? The next day
a servant of another client of ours inquired
if he had found a brooch worth five hundred
roubles which his mistress had lost the
previous day . . . . After all our repu-
tation is dearer to us than gold.”

And the miseries of the hotel garcon are
not a few and not the less keen because of
the lowliness of his position. His son is
arrested on suspicion and exiled, his
daughter Natacha falls a victim to the wiles
of a lover and he himself once loses his
situation ? but for all this we see him cheer-
fully resigned to his fate with a stoicism
which is not common even amongst the
members of a wealthier or a more cultured
section of society.

Says the garcon once: “Ihave seen all
sorts and conditions of men . . . .
though our clients belong to the best
classes . . . . and for him who has
eyes to see, the whole drama of life rolls
before him in all its diversity.” Yes! say
we and bid adieu to the suffering silent
garcon with a pang. )

The portryal of characters in this story
reminds us of Charles Dickens but the
figures never degenerate into caricatures,
as in the works of the great English
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novelist, whose boisterous humour, however,
is wanting in Chmelov. Chemlov is a
realist in so far as he depicts Russian life
with powerful accuracy, but he parts com-
pany with the school of sordid realist of the
Zolaistic type. His realism is not purely
based on the principle of art for art’s sake
but ic enriched with an abundent leaven of
mysticism which has its traces in our little
volume and which we are told, became
more and more evident in his later works.
Chmelov opens to us a window of the
hitherto inscrutable Russian soul, and
students of the French language in India
can easily read his works in the excellent
translations prepared by Henri Mongault.
L. V. RAMASWAMI AIYER,

POLITICS

The Romance of New Russia

THE ROMANCE OF NEW RUSSIA. By
Magdelene Marx. Thomas Seltzer, New
York. $2
The attempts at social, political and

economic reconstruction made by Soviet

Russia are so important for the future

of humanity and civilisation that it is no

wonder that a large volume of literature
has grown round it. But the stories spread
are so varied and numerous, the pictures
presented are so conflicting that the average
student of history finds it difficult to
differentiate fact from fiction and get at the
truth about the success or otherwise of the
great experiment in human administration.

Both the friends and the enemies of

Boishevism are at fault for this bewildering

confusion in contemporary history, for

while the one has exaggerated the evils
and depicted only the dark side, the other
has idealised the picture and over-drawn
the bright side in rather too lurid colours.

Each in his own way has prostituted histoty

for propagandist purposes and sought to

deceive the credulous public outside.

We should, therefore, be very guarded in

placing reliance on writers whom it is easy
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to classify as belonging to one class or the
othe.r, and whose predilections for or
against the new system are reflected on
alr-no.st every page of their book. To say
th1§ 1s not toset aside as false, all books
written by sincere friend of Bolshevism who
h'm'we taken pains at great risk and cost to
visit Russia personally in order to make
first-hand enquiries about the nature and
result of the changes introduced by the
leac.iers of the Revolution and given out
their honest impressions, in order to correct
the fa'lse stories spread by this unscrupulous
enemies of the new order. These works
though they may not fully satisfy the rigid,
tests of historical veracity and impartiality.
haYe a value of their own in helping us ro
arrive at the truth.

.Magdeleine Marx’s book comes under
this category and is invaluable as an
excellent corrective to those who have been
led to.think that Bolshevism is the cult of
Satanism and perversive of all that conduces
to law and order, a righteous, cuitured and
?appy (_:ommunal and individual life. There
Is a striking tone of sincerity and truth in
her nat:rative which easily inspires confi-
dence in the reader and make him follow
the pages without the suspicion, natural}
roused by such writers that he s beiny
made the victim of an interested propagand.a\g
She frankly reveals herself at the outset 3 :
an ardent admirer of the new regime ancsi
prefaces her narrative by the remarks that
the object of her volume is to expose t}?
the legends of oppression and disorder th .
are told about Russia. She tells us thatast
was under the impulse of 2 righteo .
indignation roused by these legends thus
she set out for Russia to see the conditio "
for herself and collect proofs, documen:] °
photographs, facts and figures tp ser .
as argum.ents to explode the myths. v

. There is also a directness, peculiar cha
and csmvmcing effect in the method o
narration adopted by the author of

. Sh
not fill her book with all the factse (:10:;
figures collected by her and thus make the
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world. The author therefore devotes an
entire chapter to describe the daily life

» and work of a typical workman—Zorin the

propagandist. In separate chapters we are
also given descriptions of the new forms of
Justice, the Bolshevik marriage, the prole-
tarian art the new relation between the
people and the priests. The old aristo-
crats are not neglected, their treament by
the Bolshevik’s present state and men-
tality, how some of them are reconciled to
the new regime and how others have fled to
the Capitalist countries unable to change
their old habits of vain arrogance and luxury
are also described in the concluding
chapters.

The book is on the whole an exceedingly
interesting production, a veritable romance
depicting the new life in Russia and deser-
ves to be read by all who desire to have an
idea of what Bolshevism means not only to
the politician, the Capitalist and the
trader, but also to the man in the street,
the average citizen of Russia, the children
going to the school, the women at home, and
the workers in the field and the factories.
The general impression is that there has
been merely a change in administration, a
change of occupants in places of power and
offices that have not changed. But a
perusal of the book shows us what a tre-
mendous change have been effected in the
general atmosphere of the country the
social, political and economic life of the
people, in their educational methods, artistic
ideals, and religious outlook. In the words
of the author “ up to the present time huma-
nity has really travelled only a single day.
And, now in Russia, the second day is
breaking,” when the worker, inarticulate
through the centuries, speaks for the first
time and with a gesture like magic, raises
himself on the leverage of his tool—a tool no
longer murderous.

B.R.
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The Gospel of Ahimsa

WAR: ITS NATURE, CAUSE AND
CURE. By G. Lowes Dickinson. George
Allen and Unwin. 2{6

Those of us who were simple enough to
take at their face-value the high-sounding
declarations of the Allied statesmen during
the recent war that it was being fought for
the establishment of Justice and Freedom,
have been sufficiently undeceived by
subsequent events. The war to end war
has been followed by a peace that is no
peace. The victorious states remain armed
on a greater scale than before the war,
when their excuse for arming was the
military power of the nation they have now
reduced to impotence. The world has all
along been kept in the dark as to the real
nature of war by those in power, but it can
no longer afford to remain in ignorance. Mr.
Dickinson’s book under review gives a
masterly exposition of the *nature, cause
and cure” of war, illuminated by all his
well-known gifts of eloquence, irony, and
graphic reasoning and analysis. Heis an
idealist with a clear vision and a firm grasp
of realities and his brilliant argument, with
its vivid presentation of facts, must carry
conviction to all honest minds.

His theme is that, it mankiad will not
end war, war will not end mankind for war
now means extermination, not of soldiers
only, but of civilians and of civilisation,
Besides killing and mutilating millions, it
produces famine, disease, poverty, crime,
vice, the degradation of physical type and
of moral standards. When we think of
these horrors, and of the equanimity with
which nations engagein wars on the flimsiest
pretexts we are tempted to ask, “Is a nation
after all, but a crowd of homicidal luna-
tics?” People speak so glibly of war as
“inevitable ”, little caring to realise the
conditions that make it so. At bottom,
all war has been “ murder for the sake
of loot.” However much the facts might
be glozed over, war is about territory, power
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and trade, and about nothing else; and
it will remain ‘inevitable” so long as
the peoples let themselves be used as
pawns in economic and political gambles,
and so long as the control of policy lies in the
hands of the soldiers. A soldier may be by
nature the most admirable of men, but he
ﬁannot help thinking in terms of armaments.

The more professional soldiers, the more
armaments ; and the more armaments, the
more and the worse war.”

The Press is a powerful instrument
working in favour of war. Horrible as the
last war was at the front, behind the front it
was base; and “the rays of that baseness
were caught up and concentrated, by the
glass of the Press, into that fire of hell that
still burns in men’s minds.” Mr. Dickinson
gives illustrations of the extent to which
facts were perverted by the Press, and
hatred engineered against Germany.

History and Science are other powerful
allies of war. History, tainted by the pat-
rjotic bias, has “merely added one more
stream to the torrent of lies and hate.” At
present, it is but journalism masquerading
as history. What we want is the history of
Man, written from the stand-point of Man.
As for Science, it must cease to be a mere
instrument, passive and indifferent to the
uses to which it is put, and come out * with
all its weight, all its prestige, all its intelli-
gence, on the side of those who mean to end
war.”

Mr. Dickinson has no difficulty in show-
ipg by an analysis of the European situa-
tion pri?r to 1914, that Germany was no
more directly responsible for the last
war than the other states, and that Eng-
land would certainly have entered into
it even without the violation of Belgian
peutrality, which came to her as a god-
.send, and which she used as her trump card
in her campaign against the Germans
?y an analysis of the secret treaties entered-
into by England and her allies in the ear-
lier years of the war, he also shows how the
apostles of self-determination and the
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Ahimsa is alone calculated to rid the world
of the scourge of war, however impracticable
it may seem to the indifferent and the lazy;
and though Mr.Dickinson makes no mention
of Mahatmaji, his book is in effect a most
powerful plea in favour of Mahatmaji’s
gospel.
A. RAMA IYER.

s

THE EXCESS OF PACIFISM. By Dr.
Q. J. Chevrette, Professor of Philosophy,
Notre Dame University. The Startford
Company, Boston.

In this short essay the author seeks to
show that war in itself, independent of the
intention and the circumstances, is not
immoral. If a nation has rights, they may
surely be defended, which, in some
circumstances, may not be possible without
war. The only motive that can justify a
war is either the preservation of the integrity
of a nation by repelling an unjust aggres-
sion, or the vindication of a right. An
unjust war is no better than murder, while
a just one corresponds to the execution of a
criminal who is a menace to society. Itis
no duty of a citizen to support his country
in an unjust war. * To follow one’s country
when its demands are immoral is no
patriotism, but a co-operation to evil.”
So long as the rights of nations are violated,
so long as human wickedness flourishes in
this world, the annihilation of war must
remain a dream. But the horrors of war
may be considerably mitigated by such
means as " the further development of the
international law, the enlightenment of the
public opinion of the world concerning the
national rights, the creation of an irapartial
tribunal whose purpose would be to dis-
criminate right and wrong in case of
conflict.”

This is all very good so far as it goes,
but it does not take us to the root of the
matter, as has been done by Mr. Lowes
Dickinson in his book reviewed above.

A. RAMA IYER

The German Revolution and After

THE GERMAN REVOLUTION AND
AFTER. By Heinrich Strobel translated
by L H. Stenning. Jarrolds, London.

In “The German Revolution,” a book of
320 pages, the author a former member of
the Independent Social Democratic Party
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of Germany has tried to give a faithful ac-
count of the genesis of the German Revolu-
tion and its aftermath. The author at the
beginning has said that the Revolution was
not the conscious rising of the masses
against the old regime, rather it was the
consequence of the military collapse; and
when unwillingly that collapse gave rise to
the Revolution there was no united Socialist
Proletariat to take advantage of the situa-
tion, rather the Majority Socialists surren-~
dered the Revolution to military and bour-
geoise reaction l

In this voluminous book the author has
delineated the course of the Revolation as it
took place. It further substantiates the
saying of Lenin thata revolution is never
created, it comes. To the non-Germans the
genetic causes of the Revolution will be un-
intelligible uniess the previous revolutionary
history of Germany is known. In the middle
of the nineteenth century when a revolutio-
nary wave passed through the different
countries of Europe, the liberal Bourgeoise
and the Social Democrats of Germany both
played as revolutionaries. But with the fai-
lure of the revolution, the revolutionaries
developed as parliamentarians and in the
course of the evolution of the newly-founded
German Empire, the bourgeoise revolutio-
aries disappeared and the Social Democrats
became more and more the opposition
party to the Government. In the beginning
of the world war,when the Socialist (now II)
Internationale was rent into twain op the
question of the merits of the war, those
who characterised the world war as the war
of Capitalist-[mperialist aggression and as
such refused to vote for it, congregated in
Switzerland and denounced the war and
asked the European proletariat to refrain
from supporting it, and later on called
themselves Communists; while those who
supported the war as undertaken on behalf
of national defence and voted for it and
heartily joined in it today call themselves
Socialists. Thus during the beginning
of the war, the German Socialist Party
went apart; those who sided with the war
as zealous patriots called themselves the
Majority Socialists and the abstainers named
themselves the independent Social-
Democratic Party. In the first chapter
entitled “ German Socialism in the world
war, ” the author traces the mentality and
the attitude of the Majority Socialists and
delineates the nationalist policy of the
former and the general commission of the
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German trade unions who stood by the
nation as it wasthe case for the * defence
of the country.” Further the author com-
plains that the Majority Socialists’
demand for victory transformed itself into
an acceptance of German Militarism and
Apnexationism. This criticism seems to
be rather severe though some of the leading
exponents of Marxism in the majority party
like Lensch and Cunow stuck fast and be-
came rabid nationalists by confusing German
victory to be the victory for Socialism, and
dreaming dreams of world reconstruction !
The contrary can be proved from the fact
that Scheidemann on several occasions
openly said that the world war was Capi-
talist-Imperialist war of aggression and that
German proletariat oucht to have stopped
the war long ago. Further it was well-
known that Scheidemann was anxious to
end the war by an honourable settlement
and as such came into conflict with the
Ludendorff group.

Regarding the military collapse leading
to the subsequent fall of the old regime, the
author refutes the charge of the Imperialists
that the collapse was due to the “stab in
the back” by the revolutionary Socialists.
Rather, he voices the truth that the rising of
proletariat and the fall of the feudalistic-im-
perialist regime in Germany was made
possible by the complete breakdown of the
Mxl_itary system. Further, he controverts the
claim of the Majority Socialists as well as
the Independents tobe makers of the Revolu-
tion. Rather the war-tiredness of the
masses, the hopelessness of the situation
and the economic strain gave rise to the
impulse to end the war. This situation and
the military collapse cleared the way of
the revolution which. was made by
the explosive force of millions of
unknown men. When the wave of the Revo-
lutlc_)n.swept over the land, the Majority
Socialists not being able to stem the tide
accepted it and tried to get at the top of it
in order to curb and deflect it from its re-
volutionary course. This led to the inter-
necine strife in the midst of the German
Socialist party. At first the Majority joined
hands with the Independents in order to
complete the downfall of the old regime.

But when the revolutionary Government was
formed, the Majority refused to introduce

Sogialism in the land which led to the
ultimate secession of the Independents
from the G

overnment and the radical sec-

tion known as the Spartacists openly

/
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formed themselves as the “ German Com-
munist party.” The subsequent kaleidog

copic changes called in Germany the “Civl}} -

War” form the history of the struggles o
the various Socialist groups to get the
mastery over the country till the Majority
Socialists allied themselves with the Mili-
tary forces newly formed out of the old
military groups which ushered in the “Noske
regime ” to put down the various proletarian
risings with bloody hands! Thus gradually
the Majority Socialist War Minister Noske
surrendered all power to Reaction which
resulted in reaching its zenith in the
Coup d’etat of Kapp! The subsequent chap-
ters depict this kaleidoscopic change
which substantiates the saying of the elder
Dumas that “the Revolution eats its own
entrails” |,

In short, it can be said that the attempt
of the left wing Socialists to repeat the
bolshevist revolution in Germany and to
establish the dictatorship of the proletariat
failed. Though the military debacles of both
countries introduced the same sort of politi-
cal and social environments, yet the forces
that were to carry out the revolutionaryideals
stood in inverse ratio to each other in the
respective countries. That is, the majority
Socialists in Russia were the revolutionary
forces while the above-named group in
_Ge_rmany were evolutionists and national-
istically inclined. The Menshevist and other
evolutionary socialist groups of Russia were
too feeble to stand on their own legs and
failed to maintain themselves. On the
contrary the evolutionary Majority Socialists
of (_}ermany joined hands with the bour-
geoise groups to stop the revolution and
surrendered all powers to Reaction. Thus
the resultant forces that have arisen out of
the strugg}e between the Revolution and
the Reactlop are steering the course of
German politics towards bourgeoise demo-
cracy which is dominant today and the
chances of a social revolution are not to be
taltked abqut at present. The weak revoly-
tionary minority could not maintain itself
against the armed reacti
Menshevisits (Majority Socialists) like
elsewhere when given the acid test failed
gg b(tahtrue t%_their (}wn professed creed | This

€ object
Revoletion j esson of the German

Dealing about the late
_German politics th
ideological confus

ermany, The i

st phase of the
e authpr admits that an
lon reigns supreme in
mpoverished proletariat,

on, and the German .

NOVEMBER 1925]

road sections of the middle class and
:E: l;ntellectuals fglil to percelve'tlﬁe reil
causes of economic disasters whic ove&
whelm them. The revolution ar}x1
democracy are made respon_51ble by lt1 e
nationalist press for all the misery lhatb atls
appeared. Thus the middle class succ(:ium o
reactionary influences which lea 1to (z;
revival of old realctionzaliryt mo;ﬁrcihnlgraea:igg
jonalist ideas, and to 2as]
!ﬁ:ﬁzg of the working class and of socx_ahscr&
and today Germany 1is1n the firm gFl:}pall
Capitalist——Nationallls]t expc}?lléattlt?:t. axsn thi,
the author exhorts the w 2L S o
rman Proletariat and German Socla
g‘i the bulwarks of l?em&ceria:cgolsxixtgzrr‘zgg 1yci
mpt to weaken
:ing);ﬁ't;ethg greatest danger for European
democracy and world peace.
BHUPENDRANATH DATTA

SOCIOLOGY
The Community

TION

COMMUNITY: AN INTRODUC

TI’_II‘IE:) THE STUDY OF COMMUNIICT)?\I(’
LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATI (i
By Eduard C Lindeman. Assoclate
Press, New York.

. Lindeman, the author of the present
voll\illl;rxl':‘had the opportunity o_f st_udqug ?t:e
communities of the State of M}chlgan in 11e
United States of North America, espec1aH3é
the towns, villages, and_ open country. le
was on friendly relations with many of
the leaders from wt;(om also he got materia

nt work. ) )
fOlf\'It:: ;)::i.?rerywhere dissa}isfled with t'hei
current political, economiC and_ §OCl?tlo
organizations, and arlt{a thters‘fec;:ensltgtlg(l)gg to
do their best to work out Y thods of
collective life, many theories lor wtremists
now under reconstruction. Somhe ex omisee
are bent upon demo}lshmg the e e
i tructure, whqe others strive
i)()rlesz'icalrv: everything intact. Some agailn,

 here and there, are attempting to evalu-

rld as they
e the resources o'f .the wo t
::t(ist at present, avoiding at the same time

iew to
asy roads to progress with a view
31r}cfea:'tZke the task of building the future

-out of the materials at hand.

logy is the outcome qf modern
sc;Ie‘:f:Z:lgnf ¥echno}qgists are mdlspensabl.e
to modern communities. All knowl'ec.ige is
systematized and brought under .dl.\IlSlonS
or compartments for which specialists are
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ed. Each one of them selects his
gr\:vgnagf:ield and devotes himself to it. This
leads to the rapid increase of knowledge
which has made specialjsm \qdlspe_nsablg.
But the specialists are d.lsappo_mge_d in their
attempts to promote their specialities owing
to their conflict with another curreng,name!y,
social force in modern life. .Thls social
force according to the author is the demo-
cracy. The volume under review deals
therefore with the interpretation of the two
forces as elements of social progress, for
which the author has h?id abundant
ortunities for intensive study. o
c)p"i)‘he new Community Movement, with its
new ideals, is tending to disintegrate the
existing state of societ.y. _Further, people
in these days are beginning to repel the
idea of being controlled from above, but
desire to be guided from within. Itis only
after the Community Movement has produced
a philosophy and technique of its own,
sufficiently intelligible to the common
people that there will arise a cordial relation-
ship between the smaller and the larger
communities. The term 'Commumty t;s
liable to various interpretations. It may be
geographical, political, socxgl, .econ.omﬁc
and psychological, and then in using it the
author has to state what he really mea.n(si. .
The subject is vast and s_omewhat indefi-
pite. But the author has given a clear ou}-
line of this movement in all its aspects. It
is well worth the study of every Indian
student of sociology to talge stgck of the
existing order of socilety in his locality
whether it be town or village apfi suggest
changes to suit modern conditions. The
author has to be congratulated for t.he
production of so excellgnt a volume contain-
ing a mine of information.

L. K. A,

The Law of Evolution

LUTION EXPLAINED. By ]..Inglis
EY’E?rsons. John Bale Sons and Danielson,
Ltd, London. - 716

In this interesting volume tbe a}xthor pla-
ces before the general pu‘plic, in simple lan-
guage, the chief facts which prove the Law
of Evolution, and show how the operation of
this law affects the social structure.of the
nation, as well as the chief dqgmanc reli-
gions of the day. He devotes sixteen chap-
ters to explain Evolution_ in its various as-
pects, and limits the application of the term
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by expressing it as the development of living
organisms from a lower to a higher plane. It
also shows the progress achieved by man in
the development of inanimate objects. Char-
les Darwin who was the first to demonstrate
the Law of Evolution described how there
was a continual struggle for existence, and
the race continued to improve by the sur'vival
of the fittest. This process has been called
Natural Selection. Even in the study of Em-
bryology Darwin’s views were very much
deveiopegl after his death. It may now be
sa}fely said that the embryo of every animal
gives evidence of its line of evolution from
the remotest past, millions of years ago to the
present time. If Darwin’s views were held to
b_e correct we should expect a considerable
similarity between the embryo of the
the man ape, and the human being. This
is gxa;:}t,ly what we do find. .

n the theory of Evolution is
common ancestry of man and tl?:s:gthtrlﬁ
poxd apes; and closely connected with it
is heredity according to which the off
spring repeats the history of its ancestr .
Here Galton estimates that children deri yé
half their qualities from the parents g
quarter from their grand-parents and’aal
eighth fron_x their great grand pare’nts Thn
determination of sex, says the author .is noet
a matter of chance,but is governeé b
law based on Evolution by which a bala Yoo
1s preserved between the two sexes I[‘llcle
strength of constitution and the vita'lit %
exther. of the parents determines the ); o
Relaglon _of the sexes conunected wiet};;
marriage is according to the author governed
by the law of Evolution. Marriagé sa s);3
was first instituted more for the p'rotgcti o
of woman, and ia primitive societies thon
served as servants ministering to his winiy
It was only the advance of civilization th "
introduced new idealsin which love .betwe:t
the sexes began to play an important par:1
and finally brought reciprocal duties and
obglgat\ons along with it. All forms of
upion, such as promiscuity, polyandr
polygamy, levirate, began to exist at o’
stage or another. Each had its advantao?az
!a;lod disadvantages. Man finally prefer?ed
m nc;ga;\m_y. Not being satisfied with it
It?e lc:\e is now advocated and encOuraged,
wtl)sicthel sadme as promiscuous intercoursé
lity to aelaari;et:x;’::tereélh('iligeaSe and sterl
result of this unic.m wlou;'en ‘hat might
their mother to depend on. %h:ag;ecesonb;
sexual energy found in man and prevaslegt
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through nature is one of
prostitution. The ideals alt)gsrefzgtor?or?{
may probably be convincing, but th
rehglous eleme.nt associated wit'h marria
is completely ignored. The advocates gef
g;‘igt ofrE(;lo)uctlion may say that religit())n
) produced the expected results i
marital relations, but hag ¢ ibuted 1o 4
good deal of misery. Mar‘r)inat;ebuitse%nt(;)'a
soluble,' and death alone of either ca s
geparation. " This idea does : ::ause
present appeal to modern cultured i dat
ﬁ;‘gnyﬁzte it is 1repugnant to the rrI-)Ilix:ldsl;
. any people fai i
fact that e‘{olutifn is z‘tliltlo a:;lpé);i;lqte the
aspects of life. The fittest to surv-iw:n e
those who are the most moral thee et
intellectual and the strongest ;:h si ml?St
An Esquimaux is better fitted toys:rz':r'y’
;ir:tégetom;fuc relgions, because he is betlt‘::
to digest large quantities of fat,
the oxidation that takes place wi ad
t
ﬁf’dy keegs up the temperature, and ‘e‘:x?ibtlhe
1m toresist the cold. Human beings at o
g:nod ;‘n their early existence were bisexczlnei
wasr:t er dhermophrodite. The séparatic?n
wa gradual process, and as a result f
co‘st early com}xhon the bodies of w "
ofr:n ::I:Jid ;zqsﬂges of' male organs (t’l!ﬁaes:
of me O’i_l ained vestiges of female’ sexual
gans. The statement that every man ?s

half woman
and tha h
man substantiates it t every woman is half

Similarly Man’s i

m 1ntel
qualities have been coné?c(l:::l:
during the long lapse of t

greed for gold or reputatio
) C ation, men
g;c\irzrsmu;es their constitution andfrgglzﬁgtrlxy
Moo 25 much da}mage as men }
oentio : t7fa\bxts. Children born of sugh
paren uller very much in health. [t §
y 1mportant for the mother to he t;ealth;i
s

nourishment  aft
- er .
entirely on her. conception  depends

re‘]i‘gh_lt:) nauigori’tsstrsatr.nent of education and
T ] arious is hi
interesting.  Christianity taught men Enly

i taught
e earth was only 6000 yearsgold,r::’c; tt?l?;

absurd claim to j i
infalliabilit
2fg?h£roved_to be false. Aggin v:ials g
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brains. The best religion for a man to
profess is to do his duty according to

_ his lights, and the great Almighty will

reward him. Whether the souls of men ever
revisit the earth no one Knows, and the
evidence in its favour is not satisfactory.
Superstition which is so highly developed
in man is one of the last traits to die
out in civilised man.
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The maxims of Evolution given in the last
chapter are highly interesting and useful,
and they may be specially recommended to
every man for his perusal and guidance in
his every day life.

L. K. A.

What Thinkers Think

The Outlobk for Civilisation

The most noteworthy feature in the socio-
logical thought of today is the apprehension
about the future of western civilisation, a
civilisation measured in terms of the stand-
ards of living, of the ability to preserve the
purity of “race”, the white race, and of
the present system of political and economic
society. The many aspects of this appre-
hension are summed in an admirable manner
by that philosopher-journalist, Mr. Glenn

Frank, in the columns of The Century

Magazine whose editorship he has, to our
regret, relinquished, having accepted the
Presidentship of the Wisconsin University.
Here are his thoughts :

« ¥s the system of civilisation headed for a return to
the dark ages?

Are the influences and tendencies at work, the
the effect of which will be to destroy those higher
standards of living, those kindlier relations of social
life, which have been so slowly and painfully built up,
and plunge us back into a more primitive condition of
conflict and degradation?”

«There are serious students of world affairs who
answer these questions in the affirmative. And they
give reasons for their answer,” says the New Outlook
of Canada.

In the August number of the Century Magazine, the
editor, Mr. Glenn Frank, who has recently been ap-
pointed President of the University of Wisconsin,
continues a series of farewell articles in which he re-
views the observations of six years on the general out-
100k for Western civilisation.

He gives a good deal of space to what he calls the
fiterature of despair, In the writings of those who
take a gloomy view of what lies before the world, he
finds at least seven distinct fears which have arisen in

men's minds as the result of investigation in as many
different directions.

There is first what he calls the diological fear. " This
fear arises from the self-evident fact thatas things
are now the race is being carried on and replenished
from the less fit human stocks rather than
from the better human stocks. In other words, the
best families are having the smallest families, and the
worst families are having the largest families. This
procedure, if it goes on, must end in biological bank-
ruptcy.

« Second, there isthe psychological fear, the fear
namely, that under modern conditions men are more
and more ceasing to think for themselves. The in-
dependent mind is being replaced by thecrowd mind.
History is full of illustrations of how irrational and
cruel the mind of the crowd may be.

« Thirdly, there is the political fear. Western
civilisation is committed to democracy asa system of
government, Are we sure that democracy is going
to succeed? Can it be depended on to secure for us the
leadership of the best and wisest, to maintain a well-
ordered society, and to defend the liberty of the in-
dividual ?

“ Fourth, there is the economic fear, the fear that
our industrial civilisation, with its minute division of
labour, its standardisation of products, its quantity out-
‘put ,may cease to be human and may become mecha-
nical.

« Fifth, the historical fear, History seems to show,
that civilisations move incycles, passing through youth,
mid-life, old age, and decay. Are there not indica-
tions that our civilisation is growing old and hastening
toitsend?

«Sixth, the administrative fear—that is, the fear
that the institutions of Western civilisation have
become so big and complicated that it is not within
human capacity to run them wisely and effectively,

«Seventh, there is the moral fear. This fear is
related to the younger generationupon whom the fate
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of the coming years depends. Does the present youn-
ger generation maintain its allegiance to those whole-
some standards of thought and conduct upon which
alone a stable civilisation can be built ;or is it
morally adrift, without sure aim or guidance?

f)ue of Mr, Frank's most valuable contributions to
this discussion is his insistence that the legitimate
grounds for fear are not to be remaved by any ‘ mere
intellectual or emotional incantation.” There is no
remedy and no hope in the shallow optimism which
believes that things will somehow, of their own accord
turn out all right.

Mr: Frank does not regard the situation as hopeless
but his conclusion is: * We can remove the grounds’
for. .these fears only by sheer feats of biological
political,’social, economic, educational and spiritual'
engineering.’ "

Social Engineering as Remedy

Mr. Frank’s remedy for this state of things
is thus his favourite one, namely, what we
may cali social engineering. ltisa peculiarly
American remedy, for, America delights in
nothing so much as in the methodical order-
ing of every detail and in its genius for
mechanics. ‘Mr. Frank writes :

I think Western civilisation would profit vastiy
fr?m the labours of a group of men who would g0,
with conscientious care, through the findings 0;
modern b'iology, psychology, “anthropology, experi.
ment.al ethics, genetics, economics, sociology, chemistry
phy‘sm,‘thraugh the finding of all the natural and’
soc_xal sciences, pulling ont, tabulating, and reducing to
nslly. understandable terms the net social and spiritual
contribution that each of these adventures of the
modern mind has made to the future of our civilisation,

This would give us something approaching an in.
veqtory of the raw materials of social renewal upon
which we must depend.

All of these sciences have been lying, relativel
}mused, in their laboratories certain socially usab]i
ideas that would, if really used, lift the whole tone and
}emper of modern life, Unfortunately many of these
ideas are_to-day buried uader the jargon of technicaj
sc}\olamMp and effectively insulated from contact
with the common life.

If we are to realise a renaissance we mus
thrust the result of research into the stre?m :)fs Z;n;t:;
thoug.ht and make them the basis of social action, Th
cre:m've scholar is the hope of civilisation but hic
contribution does not become a social asse; until is
pets beyond the stage of inarticulate accuracy, ., '

The end of alf research and analysis is synthesis and
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A Solution Based on the Nature of Human Perso-
. nality

No correct solution for social misfits can
be obtained unless we know more about
human personality, Poets, philosophers,
and, latterly, scientists have been speculat-
ing and experimenting with the nature of
human personality and we are yet far from
having known, from the “ scientific” side,
much about it. The following by Sir Oliver
Lodge will be found interesting on the
subject :

“YWe are all out for reality. Ifisnotan easy thing
to define but inthis wonderful universe we know things
are real. We may be misled by will-o’-the-wisps,
illusioas, detusions and wrong imaginations bud whether
we are conscious of it or nat, we know there must be a
deep-lying reality that we want to know. That is the
ideal, and, with ups and downs and backslidings and
mistakes, that is what we are really working for.”

On Sunday Sir Ofiver Lodge was the speaker at the
Southampton Brotherhood meeting at Above Bar
Congregationat Church. The Southern Echo, the well<
known Southampton newspaper, gives aR admirable
report of the address. Sir Oliver Lodge said :~

We shall never aim higher than reality, 1t isa creed
which has been forced upon me by 2 long life ex-
perience that it is not given to the creature to
imagine some thing better than the Creator has
imagined. We are like an unfinished building. ‘We do
not see the ultimate design. We see the scaffolding
the builder’s material and certain amount of disorder
and chaos, and wonder it is permitted, and say, ;What
is alf this for and why are we not more perfect ¥’
Well, we are on the way, but we are not there yet.

You know creation is a long, slow, gradual process.
Every thing in the universe progresses by steps, which
can be followed, and the object of science is to trace
out these steps and stages, If a mountain is to be
produced it rises by inches through the centuri?s' The
earth has taken millions of years to arrive at this stage.

1 suppose it is the human mind and spirit_ that is
being formed now-fresh powers, intution and ideas-and
in the depth of space, no doubt, fresh worlds and solar
systems. Oursolar system came into being by processes
we only dimly understand, and man came into being in
the same slow way by process of evolution.

Some people are afraid of the term evolution.’
Dont be afraid of it. You see it in every plant. An
oak does not spring into being, it is first an acorn.
Man has gone through the proper stages and has arriv-
ed at what we see to-day. We know what we are, but
we know not what we shall be,
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What do [ mean by * the unseen' ? I mean not unseen
only, but unfelt, unheard and unsmelled. I mean that
which does not appeal to the senses. You find people
say, ‘ 1 am only going to believe those things I can see,
hear, and touch, but they never act upon it.

# Most important things, all the greatest things, lie
outside the range of the senses;even things you do
see, Takea great picture. It is a piece of canvas
with 2 chemical pigment deposited upon it. 1f you
take a microscope you would see the fibres and the
paint, you would see no picture. Why doyou see a
picture?

% You don't see it with your bodily eye, really you
see it with your mind’s eye. That picture is a
material representation of an idea the artistshad, and
if youhave a mind akin to his, that material creation
which is put together with fngenuity, plan and purpose
will bring out in your mind something similar to his
conception,

“Sgit iswitha piece of music ora poem, which,
written by the artist, are black marks on'a bit of paper
and a savage would not know what it meant. Many
men picking upa manuscript of Beethoven would not
know what he meant, butsome men have the percep-
tion and by an instrument can enable us to hear what
was meant,

We use the physical universe to convey ideas. What
am 1 doing now? Iam making vibrations in the air,
that's all, These pulsations come to your ears—they
would go equally well to an animal’s ears. Would it
understand them? Not a bit.

This human organism is wonderful. It conveys
the psychic world into the world outside and transfers
back from the physical world iato the psychic. We
get so used to it we think it is a commoanplace.
Nothing is common or unmeaning, Everything hasa
deep meaning when you get down to reality, Would
a glog recognise the portrait of his master? A dog at
a concert hears a noise, and doesn’t hear Mozart or
Beethoven, Some people are in the same predicament.

Tt is very important to realise that the senses do not
give you anything of value in life, They are most
important avenues for communication, but the inter-
pretation is in the mind.

We well know our limitation and shortcomings, and
the more we know the more we realise the greatness
of our ignorance of what lies behind. We have learn-
ed this is not the only world. There are myriads of
worlds, with the same faw and order running through
them all, showing it is a universe and not a wultiuni-
verse, ruled by one mind and brought into being by
one majestic power.

What we have so far understood, like
Socrates, is that we know nothing or little,
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We have realised our ignorance and we are
ipso facto placed a considerably long gis-
tance along the path of knowledge.

The Reality ot the Unseen

It is being more and more realised that
the senses are the grossest means we have
of perception. The marvels of the trained
mind have yet to be discovered and under-
stood. Sir Oliver Lodge says in the course
of the lecture quoted above :

In 2 sense man is higher than any form of matter,
because he has a mind which can sympathise with the
Creator and begin to understand something of the
beauty and magnificence and majesty of this marvel.
lous universe.

That is what we are for, that is what scientific men
are for, but they don't always know what they are for,
They make a study of ane subject, and say that's all,
and that all about the unseen is imagination. I don't
know whether there are any who deny things now,
There may be some survivors.

Of course they mean perfectly well, but what I wish
to impress you with is to listen to a man when he has
positive knowledge to impart, and when he has nega-
tive knowledge to impart just believe he doesn’t know,

Now, I do know. I know unseen things are a real;.
ty, because reality lies there, and that materia} things
are all a sort of~—I don’t quite know how to put it—a
very important part, no doubt, and a real part of realj.
ty, but a small part, and a comparatively tasignificant
part ; not a part to which we permanently belong. 1t
is rather curious.

“ We think we are so embedded in this material
body which we picked up from the earth. 1 built wp
this body from beef, mutton, and cabbages, uncon-
sciously, of course. The body represents you and
signifies you on the material side, but it is not you. It
is your machine or instrument.

“ Where you really are is in the unseen. This
machine is wearing out, and when it wears out you
leave it behind. If you break an organ you cannot
get music from it. Has Beethoven in consequence
gone wrong? Has the organist gone wrong? No, it is
his machine that has gone wrong. The abiect of this
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{OUNG INDIA—1919-1922
3y MAHATMA GANDHI

With a History of the Non-Co-operation
Movement BY BABU RAJENDRA PRASAD
Rs. 4

In this the second edition of Young India, the publi-
sher is glad to state that counsiderable addition has
been made and the book brought up-to-date. Mahat-
maji’s articles in Young India, prior to its removal to
Ahmedabad, have been made use of, while all the
leaflets and Messages on Satyagraha which Mahatmaji
issued in the stirring days of April to October 1619
and which are now not available have been collected
and incorporated in this edition. Matter relating to
and subsequent to Mahatmaji's release from prison and
his hospital life has also been added. A new fcature
of this edition is a unique chronological iadex, prepared
by Miss Elizabeth S. Kite of New York and kindly
forwarded to us for our use in this edition by the Rev.
J. H. Holmes of New York. Over 200 pages have
thus been added to the new edition.

This is the bible of the Non-Ca-operator, whether of
the majority party or of the minority party. Both
quoted ad infinitum from this ponderous volume.........
“Young India” has become to India what “Young
Italy ” ‘'was to Italy. What else could happen to the
writings and utterances of Mazzini then and Gandhi
now? This bulky volume is a rich treasure to the
present generation. It will represent the law and the
prophets to the future generation. Like all the smrithis,
it will yield conflicting texts for opposite parties. It
s the rich heritage of the past and must adorn every
library, private or public.—Janmabhumi.

I write to congratulate you most heastily on your
recent publication Young India. It isa real triumph
to have published, in so handy a form, such a complete
compendium of the writings of the great leader. Itis
arranged so excellently and the paper and printing are
most admirable.— W, W. Pearson.

These many months [ have set apart some hours
every day to read with my sister, who is my interpreter
in English, the writings of the Mahatma. [ have deve-
loped towards him a religious love. Never in the
world was found one purer, simpler and truer......... I
consider his movement essentially as the salvation of

> hankind. For its import goes beyond India. The
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entire humanity is interested in it...... May he be able
to know that his voice is heard far and wide, that it
lives and works and that it would continue to live after
he and we are all dead—Romain Rolland,

In reviewing Young India A Writes in the Irish
Homestead :

To most people in Ireland Mahatma Gandhi isa
name vaguely associated with a non-military revolt
against British rule in India. It was known that
(Gandhi had an extraordinary influence on the Indian
people but few people in these islands were able
to judge whether that influence was due to high
character and a powerful intelligence or to the arts by
which a skilful politician plays upon popular discon-
tent. The publication of Young [ndia, in which is
collected almost all of Mahatma Gandhi’s utterances
from 1919 to 1922, should solve the doubt for any
rcader. No one can read these articles without feeling
that he is making the acquaintance of a truly great
spirit. We doubt whether in Europe or America there
is any publicist with a character so lofty, with such a
passion for truth and righteousness and the reading of
this book gives us a high conception also of the charac-
ter and the spirituality of the pecople who were so
profoundly moved by Gandhi’s utterances. Here are
no appeals to hatred, no stirring of the baser passions
of men. He makes almost the appeal of a Christ to
the moral and spiritual nature. Set these utterances
beside those of any popular figure in Europe and the
moral superiority of the Indian appears incontestible,
......... We cannot pretend to give any true idea of the
policy Gandhi outlined for his countrymen. Itis con-
tained in hundreds of short articles. We cannot.
being so remote from India, say whether the policy
was wise or unwise. But we do say that hardly any-
body could read this book without feeling exalted by
the character revealed. In some way we are made
proud of our humanity when we remember that’ one
man made so high an appeal and so many millions
responded to it....... .. We wish Ireland had a Gandhi
and a people who would listen to so great a prophet.

The Indian Home Rule

By MAHATMA GANDHI (Second Improved
Edition) . As. 8

Neethi Dharma
By MAHATMA GANDHI As. 8

The highest and the hest teachings of the three great
religions of the world have been consummately used
and fused together in the medium of a might mind, the
sweep of whose moral vision has included within the
shortest compass the difficult problems of politics and
economics.— Young men of India.
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A Guide to Health

BY MAHATMA GANDHI, 3rd Edition As. 12

If Mr. Gandhi had devoted all his energy to social
reform of his country, instead of to political agitation,
he would have commanded the respect of every one,
Europeans and Indians alike, though it is possible that
but for his political ascendancy he would not have
obtained a hearing. For there is a great deal of sound
advice in this book which will he endorsed by every
doctor in England. His thesis is characteristically
that the human body is the T emple of God and should
be treated with reverence rather than that every one

should cultivate health for practical reasons.—7The
Times Literary Supplement.

Some Financial Problems of India
BY “K” (REPRINTED FROM YOUNG INDIA)
As, 8

Based as it is on Prof. K. T. Shal’s “ Sixty years of
Indian Finance, this volume is at once authoritative
and popular. A comprehensive and critical exposition
of the Indian financial system in all its aspects—ex-
penditure, public debt and taxation—it avoids the
intricacies and the technicalities of the expert, so as to

provide a lucid introduction on the subject to the lay
citizen. A marvel of cheapness.

Mahatma Gandhi
A Study in Indian Nationalism
BY M. ROMAIN ROLLAND Rs. 1-8

In this brilliant volume, M. Romain Rolland, the
world-renowned French author, gives a penetrating
exposition of the principles of Mahatma Gandhi, “ The
Messiah of Rejuvenated India,” compares them with
those of other Indian leaders, critically discusses every
aspect of “Gandhism” and shows how the Mahat.
maji’s principles, while difficult to be put in force asa
mass mavement, yet contain in them potentialities of a
great force on side of Righteousness—a force which is
of importauce not merely to India, but to the world at
large. M. Rolland’s sketches of the personality of
Gandhi and his comparison and contrast of. Mahatma
Gandhi with the other Indian worthies—Tilak and
Tagore especially— are marked by great precision and
insight. The whole book shows evidences of M,
Rolland’s closest study of Mahatmaji’s career, writings
and achievements and of the great movement he led.
The volume has roused the keenest interest in India
judging by the references made to it by the whole of
the Indian Press and it is a distinct contribution to the
political and philosophical literature of the world.

Letters from Abroad z.

BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE Rs.
The Letters make a charming compaaion for a lazy
afternoon with all their grace, simplicity and play of
fancy lighting up the most commonplace things. The
letters also adumberate the idea of Viswabarathi or a
centre of international culture which Tagore has sub-
sequently attempted to bring about at Santineketan
and so their historical interest is also great. And then

the keen nationalism so pure, so self-respecting is

like a breadth of ozone to the tired reader of political
tirade that one meets with in the daily press.—7Te
Bombay Chronicle.

A perusal of the book enables one to catch a
glimpse of Dr. Tagore’s outlook upon life and of his
attitude towards men and the problems -of the day.
Needless to say that the publisher has done a great
service to the public by bringing out these instructive
letters of Rabindra Nath.-—* Prabuddha Bharatha.”
Landmarks in Lokamanya’s Life
BY N. C. KELKAR

In this volume are given accounts of
prosecution of Tilak for libel, of
tor sedition, of the labyrinthine
no less than civil, connected w
case, of the greatest of Tilak’
the Arctic Home of the
transportation for Mandalay
Home Rule movemeqt whic!

p‘r‘osec\:ution and such other ngtable landmarks in the
}ne of the Lokamanya. The usefulness of the volume
is enhanced by the biographica! sketch prefixed to it.

'It may be confidently said that there are few more
inspiring chapters in patriotic literature thap th
embodied in this book, ose

The Story of My Life
BY BHAI PARAMANAND
Bhai Paramanand is a
of the rarest order glow
though subdued, lustre o

In these pages we have
of his early life,

Rs. 1-8
the early

proceedings, criminal
ith the Taj Maharaj
s works, the Orion and

and his life there, of the
h he initiated, of the 1916

Rs. 1-8

Pz_nriot of the Punjab, a
Ing with a pure ang gen
f devotion for the mother..
in his own words an ac
travels and sufferin
the country. The painful story of hij
and imprisonment in that *
mans, and incidents conne
family during this period ar

uine,
land,

A count
g3 1n the cayse of

Hell on earth,”
cted with the |

ife of ki
€50 full of path his

0s and syf-

S. GANESAN

29, Pycrofts Road

Triplicage Madras, S.E,

3

P

the later Prosecutions i

Vedas. of his trial ang

gem

s exile from India
the Anda.

o

L

GANESAN’S RECENT PUBLICATIONS

“Ereater India :

BY RABINDRANATH TAGOR ~ Re. 1

1t is critical as well as constructive with s‘pecia\ re-
ference to Indian conditions. The underlying philo-
sophy is idealistically the same as»that of PlatQ -anc}
Hegel......... 1t is, in short, the poetical presentation o
the “ ultimate good ” spiritully portrayed once for all
in the Sermon on the Mount, which modern p'hllomphy
tends to characterise as, after all, supra-national and
supra-social.— Young Men of India.

At writes in the Irish Homestead:—

How true is it that the best thought is international
Rabindranath Tagore writes a volume of essays orr
« Greater India,” but there is little in tht? won:k which
could not be read with profit by Irish natx'onghsts. We
find him advocating co-operative villages using power
machinery for manufacture of dairy ;‘)rOQucts, sugar-
cane crushing or the better dealing with jute. If even
one such model village community c?uld be organised
he says, the example would spread widely through the
colu-lnetrviants his countrymen to be at once natiopal_ and
universal, and he knows that spiritually no nation can
be ever self-sufficient, that if they shut out the best
thought of other natioas, they w1.11 shu_t out the best
thought of their own nation. He is agamsf race hat;
reds, but he is not one to allow false applicatiors o
the idea of human brotherhood to be an excuse for
submitting to injustice, and he tells his Infilan country-
‘mien that they must be strong and sc?lf-rfzhant. ]

“AWe are sure any one who reads it wgll feel his 9wn
iationality ennobled by the study of this grea? writer,
anid’ that under the bronze colour of the H;ndt{ ‘the
humanity is identical; the intellect as keen, 'the spiritu-
ality as great as with the people of any white race and
to receive that conviction is a.great thing, f'or there l:s
nothing than personal or national f:goma.mla. and t ;
belief that one’s own race are unique In virtue an
intellect.

Rabindranath Tagore
A'Study of His Later Works.

By K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTR], B.A,BL.,
' S Rs. 2
s This book is a succinct and harmonious revie'w of
“the later works of Tagore and going througl% it the
reader will have an idea of the writings studied as a
harmonious whole.—Prabhuddha Bharata.

This book holds up the mirror to Tagore’s poetry,
religion and educational ideals.—Justice London.

Hindu Culture

By K. S. Ramaswamy Sastry, B.A,, B.L.
WITH FOREWORD BY SIR JOHN

W OODROFFE Rs. 3

Ifit be a sin to worship one’s motherland, to see
nothing but perfection in her system of life, and to
look upon her culture as the highest expression of the
supreme ideal, Mr. Ramaswami Sastri ml_lst be t.he
most offending soul alive. Neverthelpss it remains
true that much of the inner meaning of Hindu cultur~e
is still lost upon the average Englishman. It. is
perfectly true that, though there are signs of awakening,
Hindu art and letters have been neglected in the V\{est.
Those who have eyes to see can find much that' is of
the very highest calibre in Hindu music, art z}nd llt(?l‘a-
ture, and it has long been acknowledged that its ancient
civilisation was for a life time in advance of the w?rld.
Mr. Ramaswami Sastri rightly insists that if India !s to
recover her position in the spiritual world, if sl.xe }s to
proclaim her true message, she must cease to 1_mlt.ate
the West and follow the lines of her self—re?h.saho.n
along the path of her own peculiar id?als. Itis in .t!ns
direction and in its insistence on the 1nheref1t nobility
of Hindu culture that this book has its main value.—
The Times Literary Supplement,

The Spiritual Basis of Democracy
BY WILFRED WELLOCK

With an Introduction by BERTRAND

RUSSELL Rs. 3

In this-thought-provoking book Mr. Wellock ex-
pounds the spiritual principles underlying the democ.ratic
political philosophy and shows how the west has in its
blind worship of industrialism and imperialism, knocked
the bottom out of the social, econémic and political
edifice it has been building for centuries. He ‘clearly
points out the precipice to which the modern
materialistic civilisation of the West is driving the
world as a whole and gives the outline of the new
philosophy of Life founded on love and spirituality
and Eastern in origin and outlook, which alone can
save civilisation and humanity. Mr. Wellock finds in
the Non-co-operation movement inaugurated by
Mahatma Gandhi in India, a new spiritual weapon
with which to fight out the future battles of Justice
and Right and a way out of the dangers of violent
warfare hitherto pursued by the world.
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The Indian Currency and Exchange
By K. C. MAHINDRA, B. A. (Cantab) Rs. 3-8
This monograph secured the Bomanii i
¢ )1 prize, off

by the Indian Merchant’'s Chamber and BurZa:ch:
Bombay. ‘Unlike an ordinary prize essay, it is a valu
able cc:)ntrlbution to one of the most difficult branche-
of. Indian Economics. Mr. Mahindra is not satisﬁe;
with barren criticism of the currency policy of th
Government but sets forth a constructive scheme o?‘
monetary reform ........ . We congradulate him on his

scholarly production which we hope, will meet with the ’

recognition it deserves from all those who are inter
ested in Indian currency.—* Modern Review.” ’

We commend this able and bold iti
) expositio
interested public.-—* Hindu.” "0 the

The Future of Indian Fiscal Policy
By D. V. DIVEKAR As. 12

WITH AN INTRODUCTION By V.G, KALE
Member, Indian Tariff Board. ’

In this short brochure, Mr. D.V. Divekar has mana
ed to give a critical survey of Indian Fiscal Polic ig-
all ?ts aspects and with pointed reference to the tgril;]f
policy of other “progressive countries—German
Farnce, America and so forth. The succinast histoy’
of. the tariff Problems and policies of these ::ount 'r}:
will be found most instructive from the nationalir?b
standpoint of India. The methods and the beneﬁs"?
results of these policies are well brought out andCla
ably contrasted with the halting recommendation o
the.Indian Fiscal Commission. 1In brief it is an illS Cff
nating and vritical commentary on the theory and o
tice of Indian tariff arrangements, prac

on- Oﬂ r

BY LAJPAT RAI Re. 1

] In the pages of this volume Lala Lajpat Raj explaj
in a clear and impressive manner, the first i pains
and the basic ideals of the movement of N;)n Sopres
tion for attafning India’s freedom. He has ::;ﬁpefa'
both the posl'tive and negative aspects of the move o,
“ﬁse constr_uctlve and destructive partsof the pro et
and ?onvlncingly answered the charges of igramm.e
‘cability and unsoundness levelled against b opracti-
politicians. The A. B. C. of In oy derate

“degrees, Ng Indian js

———
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BYHARNOLD LUPTON y Modern Sclencli
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BY BERNARD. HOUGHTON L C. S. (Retired)

BY JOSEPH MAZZINI:

The Revolt of the East Re. 1  The Duties of Man ‘

The Psychology of Empire As. &\ 4 BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTIO
Reform or Revolution o 4 BY W. W. PEARSON Re. 1
The Foreign Policy of India w & i - .
'The Menace from the West , 4 Faith and the Future As. 12
Agitate » 4._jFrom the Council to God . 8

‘the Englishmén in India has now to swallow the
unpalatable pill that he can pull no more than his own
weight in politics, and if he intends to remain in the
country the sooner he completes the ungrateful opera-
tion the better. Among the books1 have suggested
for the instruction of the Prince of Walesis The Revolt
of the East, by, Mr. Bernard Houghton. Itis a
‘same statement of the case, his incidental criticism
of the Indian Bureaucracy is much to the point. 1
would advise all serious students of the present situa-
tion in India to get a copy from 5. Ganesan, Publisher,
‘Triplicane, Madras, and study it intently.—DITCHER in
Capital,

*Kach is a composition of unrivalled charm, his ideas
and language or alike sparkling, grateful to the senses
and exhilarating to a degree.—Janmabhumi,

Food, Mind and Health
BY BERNARD HOUGHTON As. 8
Mr. Bernard Houghton, breaks new ground in this
volume, dealing as 1t does, not with Government and
administrative machinery, but with the maladies which
the human machine as a physical entity is subject to in
consequence of the neglect of the laws of health. He
expounds the essential elements of the'mechanism of
the human body and the elementary but the most im-
portant physiological factors and points out how much
better it is to study and realise the conditions of sound
health than to contract maladies and then seek to cure
them which often ptoves itself to be an extremely
difficult and in many cases an impossible task. The
interactions of a sound mind on the human body do
not «escape attention. They are suitably emphasised.
The most important feature of the book is the sugges-
tion of a simple and cheap dietary. In its insistence
on the study of health rather than of disease, on the
telation of a pure mind to the physical body as indeed
sn the importance of psychical phenomena, and on
nore similar topics, Mr. Houghton’s volume cannot
>ut appeal to lodian readers as a re-discovery of the
;réat principles on which their own system of medicinef
yig.,, ‘the Ayurveda’, is built up. The book points out
rays in which * a sound mind in a sound body ” can be
rasily realised.

A book that supplies the key to the political puzzles
of the day.—* Janmabhumi.”

Reading the books, one finds refreshed by drinking
at the fountain of liberty and freedom. Many a time,
the shadows of the present day lndian problems are
well reflected.—* Mahratta,”

He is a prophet that has written for all time and for
eternity. He has founded a new basis for freedom and
that is the religious basis. He has started a new
religion and that is the religion of Humanity. On
reading his “Faith and the Future” one is struck by
the great pre-vision that he had of the coming struggles.
—* Janmabhumi.”

Principles of Freedom
By C.F. ANDREWS Rs. 2

Terence Macswiney
By C. F. ANDREWS As. 8

It would do well to read it from cover to cover as
the rich store of political wisdom interpersed through-
out its pages cannot be adequately summarised—
Modern Review.

Terence Mac Swiney alone could dwell upon those
principles, for he knew them, and he knew them be-
cause he lived up to them. He is not of the baser sort
of politicians that make little distinction between
means and ends, and exalt the material above the
moral element in life. Nor was he one of those that
hankered after results. He believed in enternity and
in man being buta spark of the Divine fire which
always burns and never is extinguished. The ideals of
freedom sketched in the book are an inspiration to
mankind for altime and throughout the wide world’
1f you want to know how a subject nation degenerates,
turn over the pages of this volume and you will find
your own life depicted in all its misery and debasement,
if you want to know rhe place of ethics in a scheme of
political emancipation, go to the same book and you
wiil find your own cxalted movement described and
pointed in glowing colors.—~Janma Bhumu.
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The Wherefore of the Worlds
BY PAUL RICHARD Rs. 1-8

In this remarkable book Paul Richard with his cha-
racteristic profundity of thought and surprising subtlety
of expression and logic attempts to unravel the mys-
tery of the world.  The who, the why, the when, the
wherefore of the world are some of the fundaméntal
questions he raises and answers in the light of the
set_ar’s vision, and intuitive insight into the reality of
things is shed ou every page of the volume'which
presents the ancient wisdom of the sages in the langu-
ag? of modern “philosophy. It opens the pathway of
phll(?sophic thought and weditation over the ever-re.
curring problems of the univeise and is bound 10 be of
immense help to all seekers after truth,

The Truth of Life
BY BARINDRA KUMAR GHOSE As. 8

This essay is from the pen of that eminent Bengalee
Patriot, who was for many long years a political exile
in the Andamans. His incarceration has completely
changed his outlook on life and he writes of the ideal
of a True Life in a religious fervour. The human
civilization is a blind step in the realisation of this ideal
of a True Life; and this fact is forcibly brought
forward by the author in this small book.—Citizen.
) Barindra Kumar has suffered the greatest suffering

-in the cause of the couatry.and his views on the pre-
sent political situation and general life in India should
c?n.lmand. attention. His effort is directed towards
giving an intellectual glimpse int¢ the divine revolu.
tion of thought and life, which end is the only one

worth fighting for, in his judgment,—* Hindustan
Review.” »

The Need in Nationalism and Other

Essays By AUROBINDO GHOSE As. 8
. In these five essays - “ The Need in Nationalism.”

The Power that uplifts.” Man Slave or Free.” Fat
and Free Will,” and “the Principle of Evil”—the'
great Karma Yogin of Iadia, Srijut Aurobindo Ghose
Musses what ought to be the philosophic bases .ot“
Indlafx'Nationalism. By contrasting the scrviégg of
Mazzini and Cavour to Italy, Sit. Ghose points out
ho.w thf: moral and spiritual force which Mazzini in
spired in the Italian movement for freedom was mo .
eﬁe_ctive and more lasting and how without wh'rﬁ
Italian freedom would have heen impossible. He t}l;
ar.lalyses what kind of spiritual force ancient Ind'en
hls?ory', traditions and thought afford, how perfe ~lta1n
satisfying they are and why, if India is to rege‘ne;mz

" more widely quoted than Kabirand

L ik
uld back to that force, ivoF
E«;év:)efe:l ';he religious, .theA political and‘th'gh:ctgr‘l{:ig;
e of lifecourc;try, jwh\,ch 1s 50 characteristic of
SWABH AVAazf t:: l;::jl: OT\SI n_ot o accoum Q‘ ‘
of forces which made I:diaat\l:t;:tth;t o th? o
and would make her what she ough: tf) l;wasm . 0
out, unnatural and disruptiv f’ > h'e o
advanc'%ment, He therefo?e p?ltzf i;n: l:? :rr::ty e
for ‘thel\r cp-ordination and syathesis witgho - p‘le‘
Indian Nationalism cannot become_an eff, utt' .
permanent force. No nationalist could aff rato
lect the teachings herein contained. erdto o

The Sayings of Kabir
The Sayings of Tulsidas g

There are no two saints in India better knb?;%’c}
Tulsidas. ' The sqy
: ed by Lala Kanno
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';'Nehal The Musician and other Tales
"By SNEHALATA SEN Rs. 2-4

Mrs. Snchalata Sen has long ago won reputation as
a shprt story writer and has extorted the admiration

-of such an eminent Indian literature and critic as
‘Romesh Chunder Dutt. Moulana Muhammad Ali

whose literary taste and abilities are 'unquestionefi
always gave amn honoured place for her stories in his
reputed weekly The Comrade. Mrs. Sew’s stories are
remarkable not merely for their plot, but, what is
more important, for their sound settings, for the emi-
nenfly Indian colour of their back-ground,” for the
delicate patriotism they breathe in their love of Indian
art, music and Mterature not less than in their exalta-
tion of Indian Ideals of womanhood, of chivalry, of
quiet beauty and of that saintly spirituality which
delights in unobtrusive social service. Every one of
the eleven beautiful flowers in this attractive garland
of stories inspires a reverent love of one or other of
these qualities which we in India cherish or ought to
cherish, but none of them, let us assure the reader, in-
dulges even in a single word of boring moralising
which is so characteristic a bane of third rate story-
tellers.

The Failure of European Civilisation
By S.E. STOKES WITH FOREWORD BY
C. F. ANDREWS Re. 1
In this book Mr. Stokes shows how European civili-
sation by its prejudices of colour and race has miser-
filily failed to satisfy the laws of true progress and the
needs of the modern world, and warns India of dgst
nglng her unique culture by falling a prey to White
[mperialism.
Col Josiah. C. Wedgwood
The Man And His Work
WITH FOREWORD BY LAJPAT Rar  Rs. 2
Thisisa nicely printed and ably written sketce. of
Col Wedgwood’s life. Truely does Lajpat Kai say.
Byitish Isles than the Colonel.” His life is laspiring
reading and it has been presente in and intersting and
lively from iq this volume and the many admires of
the gallant Colonel and friend of India will peruse the’
volume with pleasure and profit.—* Modern Review.’

Labopr in Madras

By B. P. WADIA. With a Foreword BY

COL. JOSIAH C. WEDGWOOD, M. P.
‘ Rs. 2-8

Indian Teachers in China

BY PHANINDRANATH BOSE, PROFESSOR
OF HISTORY VISVABHARATI, SANTINI-
KETAN - Rs. 2-4

The Book is worth reading and magnifies the present
narrow vision of Indian history both for schools and
scholars.— Bombay Chronicle.

Prof. P. N. Bose is doing valuable service to the
cause of research in the early history of Buddhism.—
Vedic Magazine.

In ancient times, in the first centuries of
the Christian era, there was a constant flow of Indian
teachers to China, and that country still possesses in
the Chinese language works written by Indian Scholars
on the Buddhistic canon. A short account of these
missionaries of Indian culture in that far-off land may
be read in a small and handy volume just brought out
by Mr. S. Ganesan of Triplicans, Madras, entitled,
« The Indian Teachers in China.” It has been written
‘by Mr. Phanindra Nath Bose, Professor of History
Vishwabharati University and is excellently printed

We have no space here to write in detail of
the great work done by these masters ; but we cannot
but commend the zeal with which this neglected branch
of study has been taken up by the present writer. Itis
such literature we want from our educated men and it
is the publication of such literature we ask our publish-
ers to enter upon Greater India and a united Asia are
as they ought to be our fondest dreams and any little
thing that contributes towards their rise is welcome to
us.— The Voice of India.

India in England

By Miss HELENA NORMANTON Rs. 2-0),

This is an able survey of the Indian situation since
the armistice by one who as editor of “India ” had
ample opportunities of knowing both the Indian afd
English points of view. Besides critical accounts of
the Punjaband Khilafat wrongs, it contains an acute
and elaborate analysis of the Montagu Reforms and.
suggests how only the grant of self-government can
solve the Indian Problem. In a lengthy chapter
entitled “Retrospect and Prospect,” Miss Normanton-
adds a sympathetic criticism of the Non-Co-Operation
movement suggesting means whereby the present
Congress Programme needs to be amplified in certain
directions. Those interested in Indian-financial and
general administration will also find ample matter to
interest them.
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The Making of a Republic
By KEVIN R. O'SHIEL

The house of Ganesan, Tr_iplicane M. - .
to be congratulated for their enterprise in rx}aklng
arrangements with foreign publishers for the right to
publish useful reprints in a Chefper style for tht_e con.
sumption of Indian readers. The lateft addltm_n to
this series is The Making of a Republic b? Kevin R,
O’Shiel which tells us of the stoxjy ot'-Amerlcan Free.
dom. The book is not a dry historic
as the publishers well contend,
kindliness of the author. hav

Is /¢ seem to live t
ilil(inwz:; t;};/aemb:yL over again and linc_ ourselves with
the valiant pioneers who staked Fhelr. .all for free.
dom and liberty. Altogether an laspiring
— Hindustan Review.

The Aims of Labour "
An [deal Commonwealit
EOS; THE RT. HON. ARTHUR HENDERSOy

Re. 1
y is &rowing
House of Com.
mons as well as in the country and especially in yiew

f the peculiarly cordial relations of India with that
(I)’arty, itis of the highest importance that we should
know what exactly that Party sta.nds f_or.
Aims are authoritively exp\(;nded in this vo

enderson, M, A
?.I:t')ou[:rtfl’]:;ty,}{and ex-tember qf thf Imperial War
Cabinet. “We proclaim,” he writes, “ that thé demcl).
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Satyagraha in South Africa g

—RI1G VED

By M. K. GANDHI

CHAPTER XII
THiE ADVENT OF SATYAGRAIIA

HE meeting was duly held on the
11th September 1906, It was
attended by dclegates from various
places in the Transvaal. But I must
confess that even I myself had not then
understood all the mmplications of the
resolutionk I had helped to frame;nor
had I-"gauged all the possible conclu-
giohs to which they mught lead. The
Empire Theatre was packed from floor
to ceiling. I could read in every face the
expectation of something strange to be
done or to bappen. Mr. Abdul Gani,
Chairman of the Transvaal British
Indian Association, presided. He was
one of the oldest Indian residents of the
Transvaal, and partner and manager of
the Johannesburg braunch of the well-
known firm of Mamad Kasam Kam-
rudin.  The most important among the
resolutions passed by the meecting was
the famous Fourth Resolution, by which
the Indians solemnly determined not to
submit to the Ordinance in the event of

-—-
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its becoming law in the teeth of their
opposition and to suffer all the penalties
attaching to such non-submission,

I fully explained this resolution to the
meeting and received a patient hearing.
The business of the meeting was con-
ducted in Hindi or Gujarati ; it was im-
possible therefore that any one present
should mnot follow the proceedings.
For the Tamls and Telugus who did
not know Hindi there were Tamil and
Telugu speakers who fully explained
everything in their respective languages.
The resolution was duly proposed,
seconded and supported by several
speakers one of whom was Sheth Haji
Habib. He too was a very old and
experienced resident of South Africa and
made an impassioned speech.  He was
deeply moved and went so far as to say
that we must pass this resolution with
God as witness and must never yield a
cowardly submission to such degrading
legislation.  He then went on solemuly
to declare I the nanme of God that he
wonld never submit to that law, and
advised all present to do likewise. Others



86 CURRENT THOUGHT

also  delivered powerful and angry
speeches in supporting the resolution.
When in the course of his speech Sheth
Haji Habib came to the solemn declara-
tion, I was at once startled and put on
my guard. Only then did T fully realise
my own responsibility and the responsi-
bility of the community.  The commu-
nity had passed many a resolution before
and amended such resolutions in the
light of further reflection or fresh ex-
perience. There were cases in which
resolutions passed hadnot been observed
by all concerned. Amendments in reso-
lutions and failure to observe resolutions
on the part of persons aoreeing thereto
are ordinary experiences of public life
all the world over. But no one ever
imports the name of God into such reso-
Jutions. In the abstract there should
not be any distinction between a resolu-
tion and an oath taken in the name of
God. When an intelligent man makes a
resolution deliberately, hie never swerves
from it by a halr’s breadth. With him
his resolution carries as much weight as
a declaration made with God as witness
does. But the world takes no note of
abstract principles and imagines an
ordinary resolution and an oath in the
name of God to be as poles asunder. A
man who makes an ordinary resolution
is not ashamed of himself when he devi-
ates from it, but a man who violates an
oath administered to him is not onl
ashamed of himself, but is also looked
upon by socicty as a sinner. This imagi-
nary distinction has struck such a deep
root in the human mind that a person
making a statement on oath before g
judge is held to have ocommitted an
offence in law 1if the statement is proved
to he false and receives drastic punish-
ment.

Full of these thoughts as T was, possess-
ing as I did much experience of solemn
pledges, having profited by them, T was
simply taken aback by Sheth Haji
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Habib’s suggestion of an oath. I thought
out the possible consequences of it in a

single moment. My perplexity gave

place to enthusiasm. And although T had '

no intention of taking an oath or invi-
ting others to do so when 1 went to the
meeting, 1 warmly approved of the
Sheth’s suggestion. But at the same
time it scemed to me that the people
should be apprised of all the consequen-
ces and should have explained to them
clearly the meaning of a pledge. And
if even then they were prepared to
pledge themselves, they should be encou-
raged to doso; otherwise I must under-
stand that they were not still ready to
stand the final test. I therefore asked
the President for permission to explain
to the meeting the implications of Sheth
Haji Habily's suggestion. The President
readily granted it and I rose to address
the meeting. 1 give below a summary
of my remarks just as I can recall them
NOW :—

“I wish to explain to this meeting
that there is a vast difference between
this resolution and every other resolution
we have passed up to date and that
there is a wide divergence also in the
manner of making it. It isa very grave
resolu@lon we are making, as our exis.
tence in South Africa depends upon ow
fully ohserving it. The manner o
m_akmg the resolution suggested by ow
friend is as much of a novelty as of ¢
solemnity. I did not come to the meet
g with a view to getting the resolution
passed n that manner, which redounds
the credit of Sheth Haji Habib as well a
it' lays a burden of responsibility upo:
13?1: lldlzni{era my k.(‘:ongl:atulation's t
but £ you a% gf Ppreciate hls.suggestlol

Ou adopt 1t you too will share h
responsibility.  You must understan
wha.t 18 this responsibility, and as a
adviser and servant of the communit
it is V%ly duty fully to explain it to yor

e all believe in one and the san
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God, the differences of nomenclature
in Hinduism and Islam notwithstanding.
To pledge ourselves or to take an oath
in the name of that God or with him as
witness is not something to be trifled
with. If having taken such an oath we
violate our pledge we are guilty before
God and man. Personally Ihold that
a man, who deliberately and intelligent-
ly takes a pledge and then breaks 1t,
forfeits his manhood. And just as a
copper coin treated with mercury not
only becomes valueless when found out
but also makes its owner liable to pu-
nishment, in the same way a man who
lightly pledges his word and then breaks
it becomes a man of straw and fits him-
self for punishment here as well as here-
after. Sheth Haji Habib is proposing to
administer an oath of sach a serious
character. There is no one in this
meeting who can be classed as an n-
fant or as wanting in understanding.
You are all well advanced in age and
have seen the world; many of you
are delegates and have discharged
responsibilities in a greater or lesser
measure. No one present, therefore, can
ever hope to excuse himself by saying
that he did not know what he was about
when he took the oath.

« T know that pledges and vows are,
and should be, taken on rare occasions.
A man who takes a vow every now and
then is sure to stumble. ButifI can
imagine a ecrisis in the history of the
Indian community of South Africa when
it would be in the fitness of things to
take pledges that crisis 1s surely now.
There is wisdom in taking serious steps
with great caution and hesitation. But
caution and hesitation have their limits,
which we have now passed. The
Government have taken leave of all
sense of decency. We would only be
betraying our unworthiness and cowar-
dice, 1if we .cannot stake our all in the
face of the conflagration which enve-
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lopes us and sit watching it with folded
hands. There is no doubt, there-
fore, that the present is a proper occa-
sion for taking pledges. But every one
of us must think ount for himselt if he
has the will and the ability to pledge
himself. Resolutions of this nature
caunot be passed by a majority vote.
Ouly those who take a pledge can be
bound by it. This pledge wmust not be
taken with a view to produce an effect
on outsiders. No one should trouble to
cousider what impression it might have
upon the Local Government, the Impe-
rial Government, or the Government of
India. Ivery one must only search his
own heart, and if the inner voice assures
him that he has the requisite strength
to carry hin through, then only should
he pledge himself and then only would
his pledge bear fruit.

“A few words now as to the consequen-
ces. Hoping for the best, we ma{ say
that if a majority of the Indians pledge
themselves to resistance and if all who
take the pledge prove true to themselves,
the Ordinance may not even be passed
and, if passed, may be soon repealed.
It may be that we may not be called
upon to suffer at all.  But if on the one
hand one who takes a pledge must be a
robust optimist, on the other hand he
must be prepared for the worst. It is
therefore that I would give you an idea
of the worst that might happen to usin
the present struggle. Imagine that all
of us present here numbering 3,000 at
the most pledge ourselves. Imagine
again that the remaining 10,000 Indians
take no such pledge. We will only
provoke ridicule in the beginning. Again
it is quite possible that in spite of the
present warning some or many of those
who pledge themselves might weaken at
the very first trial. - We might have to
2o to jail, where we might be insulted.
We might have to go hungry and suffer
extreme heat or cold. Hard labour
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might be imposed upon us.  We might
be Hlogged by rude warders. We might
be tined heavily and our property might
be attached and held up to auction if
there are only a few vesisters left
Opulent to-day* we might be reduced to
abject poverty tomorrow. We mioht be
deported. Suffering from starvation and
similar hardships in jail, some of us
might fall ill and even die. In short
therefore, 1t 1is not at all impossiblé
that we might have to endure ever
hardship ‘that we can lmagine anzrl
wisdom lies in pledging ourselves on
the understanding that we shall have to
suffer all that and worse. If some one
~asks me when and how the struoole
may end, I may say that it the ef&‘e
community manfully stands the test
the end will be near. If jnany of e
fall back under storm and Stl‘);SS tﬁb
struggle will be prolonged. But I cag
boldly declare, and with certainty. that
so long as there is even a handful of
Iglen true to their pledge, there can onl
v;aﬁ:;; .end to the struggle, and that ig
(19 o 8
- tA word about my personal responsi-
ity. Ifl am  warning you of th
risks attendant upon the pledge, I am et
the same time inviting you o )ledfrL
yourselves, and L am fully consci(l)us‘ b?
my responsibility in the  matter it (')'
possible that a majority of those pr y
here mxght take the pledge inp "
of enthusiasmn or indignatior? but ¥ ?t
weaken under the ordeal, and Orrlng !
handful‘ might be left to ,face thenf}ir 1
test. Kven then there is oplv e
course open to the like ot me, to ()l %ne
not to submit to the law ’ vy
unlikely but even it
else flinched leavin

:&:ulénusic, 1 am confident that |
pould never violate my  pledge
not&ée' 1o not misunderstand me. | §1 .

saymg this out of vanity, but [ wisﬁ
upon

to put you, especially the leaders

It is quite
every  one
g me alone to face
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t‘he platform, on your guard. I wish
respectfully to suggest it to you that if
you haye not the will or the ability to
z_q?and firm even when you are perf{ctl
ﬁ,olatled, you must not ouly not tak)é
dz&;lgreldge' yourselves but” you must
fecls § your opposition before the
' uton 15 put to the meeting and
tlafore s members begin to take
p edg‘es and  you must not make
Xittﬁbelvles parties to the resolution.
pledoggi'l V\ge are going to take the
pred gdef{; I?lt)o(;igr, ?t? one should imagine

ae he part of one or
(I)xi)airilyat(fan abs‘olve thelrest from theoii‘
l‘ea,lig‘ )(ilq. Every one should fully
: S¢ Dis - respousibility, then onl
pledge himself 1ndependen,tl X

of others
and understand that he hiilself niuls?:

be true to his
no matter wha}t)ls(tihgeisegs.l’l’ o death’
Se;tbpo%f to this gf’fect and resumed my
: d 16 meeting heard me word b
go;kem %elrfect quiet. Other leaders too
p}()) nsi}.)il't 1 dwelt upon their own res-
porsib ity Ertl‘)d the responsibility of the
audie tcl;le. . Ihe. President rose. ~ He too
ade e‘tsltua},mon clear, and at last all
presen n, 8 Tﬁdn}g with upraised hands,
took a t(())aﬂ with God as withess not tc
T e Ordinance if it became
o 41'1 uever forget the scene
ety present before my mind’s eye
i nlvei) The comrmunity’s enthusiasic
e w(.) ounds. The very mnext day
e e esdent nhe et
n co : ich it was wholl
hlzg((i)g’i? by }fln'e. On the third daz
s | f)ug1 t me the news of the fir
e (rooﬁx atulated the community upo
this goa Oo?en, which signified to then
e ohe rdinance would meet the sam
N, 5 }t)heatre. I have never bee
thercfore did not sy e S8 a0
attach an weight t

the coinej
! ll(;(;lencldfl:nce. I have taken mnote ¢
only asa demonstration of the

Community’s courage and faith. The
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eader will find in the subsequent
shapters many more proofs of these two
righ qualities of the people.

The workers did not let the grass
IIOW under their feet after this great
meeting. Meetings were held every-
where and pledges of resistance were
taken in every place. The principal
topic of discussion in “Indian Opinion”’
now was the Black Ordinance.

At the other end, steps were taken in
order to meet the Local Government.
A Deputation waited upon  Mr.
Duncan, the Colonial Secretary, and
told him among other things about the
pledges. Sheth Haji Habib, who was a
member of the Deputation, said, “I can-
not at all restrain myself if any officer
comes and proceeds to take my wife'’s
finger prints. T will kill him there and
then and die myself.” The Minister staved
at the Shetl's face for a while and said,
“ (yovernment are reconsidering the
advisability of making the Ordmance
applicable to women, and I can assure
you even now that the clauses relating
to women will be deleted. Government
have understood your feeling in the
matter and desire to respect it. But as
for the other provisions, [ am sorry to
inform you that Government are and
will remain adamant. Greneral Botha
wants you to agree to this legislation
after due deliberation. Government
deem it to be essential  to  the
existence of the whites. They .will
certainly consider any suggestions
about details which you may make
consistently with the objects of the Ordi-
nance, and my advice to the Deputation
is that your interest lies in agreeing to
the legislation and proposing changes
only as regards the details.”” 1 am
leaving out here the particulars of the
discussion with the Minister, as all those
arguments have already been dealt with.
The arguments were just the same, there
was only a difference in phraseology as
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they were set forth before the Minister.
The Deputation withdrew, after inform-
ing him that his advice notwithstanding,
acquiescence in the proposed legisla-
fion was out of the question, and after
thanking Government for their intention
of exempting women from its provisions.
It is difficult to say whether the exemp-
{ion of women was the first fruit of the
community’s agitation, or whether the
Government as an after-thought made a
concession to practical considerations
which My, Curtis had ruled out of his
scientific methods. Government claimed
that they had decided to exempt women
independently of the Indian agitation.
Be that as it might, the community esta-
blished to their own satisfaction a
cause and effect relation between the
agitation and the exemption and their
fighting spirit rose accordingly.

None of us knew what name to give to
our movement. I then used the term
‘passive resistance’ in describing it. I did
not quite understand the implication of
‘passive resistances’ as I called it. 1 only
knew that some new principle had come
into being. As the struggle advanced,
the phrase ‘passive resistance’ gave rise
to confusion and it appeared shame-
ful to permit this great struggle to be
known only by an English name. Again,
that foreign phrase could hardly pass as
current coin among the community. A
small prize was therefore announced
in “Indian Opinion” to be awarded to the
reader who invented the best designation
for our struggle. We thus received a
number of suggestions. The meaning of
the struggle had been then fully dis-
cussed in “Indian Opinion,” and the
competitors for the prize had fairly
sufficient material to serve as a basis for
their exploration. Srt. Maganlal Gandhi
was one of the competitors and he sug-
gested the word ¢ Sadagraha,’ meaning
‘firmness in a good cause.’ I liked the
word, but it did not fully represent the
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whole idea I wished it to connote. 1
theretore corrected it to ¢ Satyagraha.’
Trath (Satya) implies love aud firmness
(Agraha) engenders and theretore serves
as an synonym tor force. I thus bevan
to call the Indian movement Sat?a—
graha,’ that is to say, the Force whicl is
born of Truth and Love or non-violence
and gave up the use of the phrase
‘ passive resistance,’ in connection with
1t s0 much so that even in English writ-
ing we often avoided it and used instead
the word ‘Satyagraha’ itself or some
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other e
then w

wh&ch‘came to be known as §
?:r (i)tt tl'xﬁ word used as g designation
NI, efore we proceed any further
with ow history we shall ¢ well to
fl,zvl'Sp the differences between passive
Scil'btz}nce and Satyagraha, which is the
ubject of our next chapter.

atyagraha,

Translated by v, (. Desai.
(To be continued)

Bertrand Russel]

By Rexe Feiior-MiLer, Viensa

EFORE the International Congress
for Peace and Ireedom spoke a
man who, without a shadow of a doubt
1s one of the greatest thinkers of Europe;
Bertrand Russell, the Professor from
Cambridge University, who ewmploying
the scientitic instrument of Mathematics
has entered the field of international poli:
tics. Among the great creators of modern
logic and ~geometry science, Russell
himselt has written a bhook « Principles
of Mathematics ” of fundamenta] mport
to the trend of present philosophic think-
mg, which entitles him to he named
along W"lth Poincare,Hilbert and Einstein
Following upon Einstein, who had
placed Minkovsky’s mathematica] con-
cept of the universe at the service of the
empirical Sciences (Physies and Ag-
tronomy), Russell, in ap original and
extraordinary manner, made Matlie-
matics a source of inspiration to Philoso-
phy. Like the Italian, Peano and th
German, Hilbert, before him, he attem tei
e(} to submit all mathematicyl kuowledp e
hitherto I_le.ld to be axiomatic, to a furthir
keen revision. His ideq was that nothing

shguld be accounted, uncontrolled, gg
evident to the senseg or dogmatic’aﬂ
proven, but that everything should be
examined and tested beneath the lens ot
the most qusteye and refined mentalit
on the basis of its logical content of tyuth:
a}xcé he thereby cleared up many errors
0L dcience no one had previous :
to attack. b wely dared

This  naturall :

This Y produced a
scientific method of

turned upon iti
politics and economies
reveals tl n the

\ 1ese problems objectively iy
mirror of pure iutelligenJce, un(ll}i’ségrttzgg
By) any ~sentimental aspect. In hig
Principles of Social Reconstruction
Ru‘ssell‘ presents a political philosoph
which I ats clearness and mathematli) )i
logic, if applied to int os
will avert any numbe

new
approach which,

r of evils and mig.

chiet arising from befuddled and short- /

sighted thinking, 7T
Russell faced p%oble

of hig mathematical

urning to politics,
ms similar to thoge
1 researches, whi
d_efftelnnned upon the objective ’unm:ll'}
{:)1 ul emendation of al} the sacf-ed raga
ag of stony-petrifying phrases held to

ernational politics, .

e
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be basic truth : such as “ Nationalism ”,
“ British World-Supremacy,” ¢ The Ne-
cessity of War”’ and so on. His radical
achievements in his sphere blazed the
trail in detecting all old falsity and shift-
lessness behind commonly revered poli-
tical and economic axioms, and his
readers and hearers are involuntarily in-
spired to become enthusiastic supporters
of his creative endeavours. Convinced
that by the method of thinking he has
promulgated, the world can avoid half
the evils and sorrows caused by clouded
emotional moments of false thiuking,
Russell teaches that the learning of right
thinking alone reveals at once the way
out of chaos. Building along the lines
of Socrates and Confucius, who wanted
to establish the world on fundamental
right thinking and desiring, he would
first obviate militant impulses, and in
place of the possessive instinct, cultivate
the creative faculties serving toward a
political, economic and mental trans-
formation.

A Pacifist, the Cambridge University
Professor was thrown into prison during
the war, as endangering the uniform
militant British frame of mind. Among
these particular friends of peace who
might be called The Mathematicians,”
he must not be confounded with the un-
clear visionary Utopians of Pacifism. An
extraordinary symptom of the times is
the fact that the great scientists, and
especially the mathematicians, by the
very reason of their clear and austere
thinking, have declared themselves
against a false nationalism and almost
universally for pacificism. Just as Kant,
in logical sequence to his “ Critique of
Pure Reason,” proclaimed the idea of a
Messianic confederation of mankind, Rus-
sell and Einstein and Hilbert stand forth
for international understanding.

Particular significance attaches to
Bertrand Russell’s pronouncements on
loday’s political problems together
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with his scathing indictment of dis-
honest politics because of the further
support which they lend,out of the realm
of logic and mathematics, to the ideas of
Internationalism. And how vital is
every wordof his to a typical audience
of men and women of various nations
and 4l classes, whose pacifism in most
instances is an emotional product of the
injustice of war. Bertrand Russell speaks
of the orient atter spending a year in
Russia, and some time in China. He is
now studying European politics. To-
day he is speaking on the actual pro-
blems of the Orient, especially China ;
but no matter of what he speaks, the
essential is his manner of clear-thinking,
his philosophic style. We feel that all
terminology has been thrown out of
doors, and the world and, its problems
reconstructed from within. Scarcely
raising his voice, with no unnecessary
phrasing or affectation of speech, dis-
vegarding emotional appeal, Russell
speaks very simply, objectively, one
might even say dryly; yet the effect is
mentally illumining, as of a brilliant
searchlight dispelling clouds of dark-
ness. The clipped, objective manner,
sounding every idea for its primal ring
of truth, often begets paradoxes ; as, tor
instance, when speaking of Idealism, to
all his pacifist hearers a Holy of Holies,
he says in substance: “Idealism is not
always an unmixed blessing to those
whom it sacrifices.” Staggered at first,
the mind receives a much deeper
impression and comes to perceive the
dangers he exposes in the tendency of
most terminologies to degenerate into
deceitful axioms. These paradoxes of his
are the skilful pilot’s night flares, bring-
ing into view the rocks and shallows
of mental sea-voyages ; and saved from
such disasters, we barst out laughing at
the salt of his incomparably refined sense
of humour paradoxicalfy savouring
all his lectures. Pacifism, usually pro-
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claimed in emotional accents, rosy
phrases and plaintive appeals is with
him hardened into an ethical demand.
While it is impossible to reproduce In
short extracts Russell’s invaluable de-
ductions, the most prominent of his
views are: that political problems can
only be solved successfully with the aid
of pure mathematics, the balance of
interlocking potentialities; that sta_tic
political conditions are stimulated by in-
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terior and exterior working-forces, to

which known forces must be added the -

m_otivz_xting ones of the physical attitudes
of nations ; and finally, that this ¢ poli-
tical deportment ” of nations is not the
outcome of . diplomatic deliberations,
but ot the mechanically conditioned
trend of affairs avising t};om all former
political tendencies.

Translated by Wilson Vance

BERTRAND RUSSELL

By the courtesy of Nettie Huxley
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The Understanding of Gandhi—II

BY G. RAMACHANDRAN, SANTINIKETAN

Let me carry on a little further the main
idea in my previous article.

Mahatma Gandhi has himself said: “For
me there are no politics devoid of religion.
Politics bereft of religion are a death-trap
because they kill the soul.” And for him
religion is another name for the true service
of Humaunity. When he talks of religion in
connection with politics he means only this
religion of service. Not that he cannot
conceive of a religion which transcends even
considerations of service; he has often
spoken of a higher religion where he is alone
with his God. He never discusses about it
but nevertheless it is valid in his spiritual
life. But as long as he is in the midst of
actual life and life's problems religion is for
him service of all that exists. He includes
within the scope of his vision of love even
for the dumb animals. He will not hurt even
the snake. He said so the other day.
Politics which excludes moral and spiritual
considerations is then according to him a
death trap.

Politics as such has no appeal for him.
But when politics becomes the inevitable
channel through which alone love and com-
passion can find dynamic expression then
the mind of Gandhi knows no doubts. Then
politics becomes for him but one of the mani-
fold aspects of Truth’s great call. The whole
unfoldment of his life bears witness to the
fact that if he has any politics at all
they are the politics not of any diplo-
macy however intellectually refined but
of love and compassion. Politics aims at
power. He has always aimed at purity and
truth. Compassion is at the very root of his
being. Compassion is not pity. Pity is
spasmodic, merely emotional and often
irrational. Itis but the “ will o’the wisp”

13

of man’s moral nature. But compassion
arises out of the depths of personality. Itis
more than an attitude of the mind. Itisthe
movement of the complete personality.
Compassion arises only in those who have
through spiritual discipline acquired mastery
over themselves, whose feelings and
emotions are under the control of a serene
intellect which works in harmony with a
perfected will,

Compassion must have in it the quality of
steel and the softness of a rose petal mixed
up in an ineffable blend. This is why
Gandhi who cannot bear to see an antor a
fly hurt will yet relentlessly watch innocent
men and women in hundreds surrendering
themselves willingly to the most heart-rend-
ing persecutions in the cause of Truth and
Justice. He has himself said somewhere
that he must learn to see the most tragic
misery and yet, never lose his faith in God.
He saw the thin skeletons that pretend to be
human beings in the famine areas of Orissa
and shook his head, closed his lips tight and
said. * Yes!I mustlearn tosee these things
and yet remain unmoved. ” His entire life
being but one incessant endeavour to serve
the poor, these sights do not ruffle him
much. They only harden his resolve to
follow the path he has chosen. It is this
compassion, hard as steel yet gentle as a
flower that moved Gandhi to stand with his
countrymen even in their political struggle.
He knew that he could get nearer to the
heart of Humanity by sharing the sorrows
of his people. Perhaps in countries like
France or America identification with
politics is not the proper method to get close
to the heart of Humanity because with them
politics has become more or less 3 sordid
game of hatred and violence. Byt Mahatma
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Gandhi while identifying himself with the
political aspirations of his unhappy people
did not identify himself with their current
mode of endeavour to attain thase ends, He
created his own moral method and strove to
bring his people to accept that method. At
Belgaum asPresident of theCongress he said:
“For me it is enough to know the means.
Meauns and ends are convertible terms in
my.philosophy.” When we understand the
entire significance of this utterance in re-
lation to his own life we shall find it easier
to dive deeper still into all that Gandhi
stands for. Mahatmaji believes that a par-
ticular mode of endeavour must inevitably
lead to a result the nature of which is detex:-
mined by the nature of the
itself,

So he is not interested either in pro-
phesying what is to come or defining what
must come. This is the reason why for a
long time he refused to be drawn into a
prophesy concerning Swaraj or defining it
It was enough for him to be clear and.
precise about the means. He knew that
provided the means employed for obtaining
fr.eedom were pure, were those of non-
violence and tolerance then the freedom
that would come out of the struggle would
be that which would bless India and Hy
manity. “India’s freedom as conceived b ,
me, ” he asserts, “ can never be a4 menace ty
the world. Butif it is not such a mena .
then the means adopted must be stri tTe
n(?n-violent. My interest in India’s freelc;: :
will cease if she adopts violent means ?m
their fruit will be not freedom but sl, o
in disguise.” The whole insistance j ey
laid on the i o 15 thus

] purity of the means, and the ¢
for purity which Gandhi get for the n t'ESt
was, and is, non-violence even in the f cont
the gravest provocation. Sq when th N
of the prison-cell closed behind him h'e door
message was that the natiop shouifion]y
leave the non-violent path ke had cp o
arfd once that was certain he was at ot
with himself and al] the world. peace

The faith of Gandhi in the Potency of

endeavour
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moral action to create gz freedom which
would bless India and Humanity is in truth
but the faith of all prophets. Only Gandhi
dared €ven to base a huge national renais-
sance on 1t, This faith is in essence only
the law that good alone can conquer evil
Ip all the strenuous years of Non-co-opera-'
tlorf,' standing in the midst of a yreat
political tempest ang guiding it this sfaith
was at t!)e depth of the mind of Mah;ltmaji
—t‘he faith that since the means chosen were
strictly non-violent, that which would arise
out of the sacrifices and sufferings would
be t'he true temple of freedom afte?‘ which
nations had hitherto wandered in vain

'It Wwas a sublime faith, Tt was no.t the
fal‘tf} of an irrationa] fanatic but was the
Spirituai essence of g, mind which had

benetrated life and dis
1scovered s :
most dynamic laws, ome of its

At Bardoli he came fa
tragedy of growing
After three vears of ince
toil he thought he had
Ezlr)tegf tthhe nation for non-violent actions. He

' at the rest while i
tz.akmg part in  civil disobedizz:eacszelli;
simply keep beaceful. He chose Bardol}1
;tart non-payment of taxes, Day and niég
feeltmto}:leedtiamong thg people and whep he
matan s Me was ripe he issued his ulti-
o the Government, The eyes of

gwmld turned to him. [t was the most

ce to face with the
national violence,
ssant and sleepless
prepared at least g

.Rubicon and yet when Cha
its ghast]y crime came
flaming tower of spiritual st

uri-Chaura with
he rose like a
rength and to a

stood the test,
that the nation
path he hag
the temple of
of his dreams

he realised

was leaving the moral

chosen he knew algq that
true freedom, the shrine
was also vanishing, Ang
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so he steeled his soul and though men
mocked at him with bitter mockeries
he cried halt. He had no desire for that
illusory political freedom which often
arises out of blood and strife. He yearned
for something eatirely different.  The
vision of Gandhi is a vision of love;
hence a spiritual vision and not one of
politics at all.

He has declared: “I have no desire for the
perishable kingdom of the earth. [+ am
striving for the kingdom of Heaven. I
want to identify myself with everything
that lives”. If the question is asked why
Gandhi is demanding Swaraj if he is not
interested in an earthly kingdom, then the
answer is that he demands political freedom
not for its own sake but because having seen
with his own eyes the fearful moral corrup-
tion which political and economic and there-
fore even cultural slavery breeds in the mind
of a subject people he has realised that
India cannot reach® her full height and
realize herself as long as this slavery lasts.

But the one hope of Mahatma Gandhi, the
one great white dream that fills his being, is
that by struggling in the right manner, his
people would in achieving political freedom
find that what has come out of their sacri-
fices and sufferings would be much more
than mere political liberty. We shall try
in the next article to study in detail what
he holds is the right manner of endeavour.
But here it is enough to point out that he
attached the greatest importance to the
means employed.

In the June issue of the “Modern Review”
this year Babu Ramananda Chatterjee
wrote: “Qur opinion is that Gandhi is
above all a politician buta politician who
wishes to reach his political goal by
religious and spiritual means. . . . .
. . . . The burden of most of his
speeches and writings is how to win earthly
Swaraj.” The venerable writer has missed
one of the profoundest laws of life when he
holds this view which is, “ As the means is,
so the end.” No man can employ moral

and spiritual means and yet not help creat-
ing something which is moral and spiritual.
Of course we do not at all suggest that the
kingdom for which Gandhi is striving
is not to be a kingdom on earth but we do
claim that his endeavours are of that type
which when they come to fruition must
bring to earth the touch of Heaven. Afterall
is there a Kingdom of Heaven which is not to
be of the earth too ? It might be in the minds
of men. Even then it must find expression
in the concrete realities of life. Christ’s
words too could not have meant a kingdom
up in the blue. And the greatness of Gandhi
lies in this more than in anything else
that the temple of true freedom which he
dreams of, he must build on this very earth,
Therefore his claim to be a “practical idea-
list 7 is right. When Christ spoke of the
kingdom of Heaven, He meant a kingdom
of the earth where the spiritual and moral
laws of life would have their legitimate
place. When Gandhi trusts in the potency
of a moral and spiritual struggle to create
what he calls a kingdom of Heaven he too

- means nothing else.

Mahatma Gandhi has repeated times
without number that true freedom can come
to India only through Love, and Satyagraha
is but the active aspect of Love. He hes
said that for India to remain as she is
helpless and fallen is to appeal to the worst
in Britain, to let the worst part of British
nature alone react upon us. So for him the
liberation of India through Satyagraha
means also the removal of a most tragic
temptation from the pathway of Britain—
nay from the pathway of every Imperial
nation. Mahatmaj is a man of few words.
So when he speaks or writes about anything,
however concise we should not pass over it
lightly.

Mahatmaji has said: *“Ilive for India’s
freedom and would die for it because it is
part of truth. [ work for India’s freedom
because being born in India and having
inherited her culture I am fitter to
serve her and she has a prior claim to my
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service ” ; and again : “but my patriotism is
not exclusive. It has place in it for the
least in creation.” Here the Gandhian
philosophy differs from that of Tagore
who in an interview in Italy told some
students that birth in a particular part of
the earth is a matter of accident and should
be treated as such. Gandhi on the other
hand accepts the fact of birth in a parti-
cular country as the unmistakable testimony
that he is fitter to serve his people than
others because he inherits the culture of his
people and so can know them better, and to
serve, one needs must know. This does not
mean that we should serve our environment
f“ a manner that shuts Humanity out. So
is his patriotism not exclusive but ‘has place
in it for the least in creation’.

The fundamental Gandhian idea is that
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1o man can serve Humanity by ignoring

the claims of his environment. The funda- N\

mental idea of Tagore is that none can
trul.y serve his environment by ignoring the
?lalms of Humanity. Gandhian national-
1sm and the internationalism of Tagore are
perhgps nearer to one another than many
imagine.

If, to serve the “ poorest, the lowliest and
the lost,” to dream the great dream of a
new life of love and peace, and if to try
and .realise this dream in the face of per-
secution and suffering through spiritual and
fnoral means,—1f all these are politics then
1s Mahatma Gandhi a politician. But the
world has yet to see the politics that can

comprehend Gandhi's great dream of love
and compassion.

The Interpretation of Histoty

'BY D. R. ACHARYA

Hlstor)f is one of those eternal subjects,
that require a new interpretation, and whose

knowledge acquires a new vitality for varied

application to life, from time to time

leisation as it exists in every age bases
itself on the ideas of art and scie
valent at that time; and
according as the points of vie
which a subject is interpreted.

The presept age is undoubtedly a creative
one. A radical change, in human life, f
the better is anxiously sought after ar71d %
de.epeT insight into human life and its .
plications has dawned upon the world

We .have recognised our own foll); and
are trying to retrace our steps and discover

a new path towards the fulfil
. ] ment
higher aspirations. oy

industrial capitalism i
the thirst of imperiali
human civilisation,
into effacement o

nce pre-
ideas change
w differ from

im=

The development of
nto a stunning panic,
Sm 1nto a menace to
and the racial antipathy
f whole peoples—these

are the.colossal' evils that have resulted
from a civilisation which, if it did not deny
at lea‘st ignored the higher aspect of mar;
and his ultimate goal as spiritual. Industry
and the power of self-protection, if properly
used, do positively contribute to human
good. But they are susceptible of ahuse
Foo.' Such abuse of things which are
mtrmsi'cally virtuous and wholesome is
due primarily to a misreading and misun-
derstanding of our past.

If it is not misun-
derstanding it is at lea o

' st ignorance of a
correct interpretation of history

The ideas and ideals of men

) c
time to time. hange from

Though hum i
eSSt.antial]y the same for allatr;mzait;l;?aelz
varied expression for itself, There is no end
:)t; k;it;;nan progress. Progress is the law
of . Every age in human history

a necess:ary development upon the pre-
ceding one in its ideals, its breadth of vision
and depth of thought. Emerson said, “ The

.
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human soul is as wide as the whole
universe '—or some words to that effect. It
comprehends within itself India, Europe,
America and all the world. The human
race scattered itself on the globe and drew
its sustenance from mother nature and
meditated over the secret of life. This
secret of life is to be known from the his-
tory of human endeavour in all .its varied
aspects from the earliest times. If we would
know man we must know him in all that we
have felt, said and done. In the words. of
Emerson, ‘Man is explicable by nothing
less than all his history. Without hurry,
without rest, the human spirit goes forth
from the beginning to embody every faculty,
every thought, every emotion which belongs
to it in appropriate events. We see 1n
common life every turn of expression and
trait of his conduct unmistakably suggest
the fibre of which a man’s nature is made.
History in its very nature is a betrayal .of
the inner struggle of the human soul, 1ts
longings and aspirations, its qu 'and des-
pair. If itistrue then that man 18 mteregtgd
most in the workings of his own inner spirit,
he must go to history wherein it is most
truly mirrored. .

Life finds itself surrounded by all it sees
and feels as if placed there by an unknown
magic hand. It puzzles its mind to knoyv
where it might have come fl‘OE‘ﬂ. I‘x} his
essay on ' Oversoul ' Emerson wptes: Man
is a stream whose source is hidden. Our
being is descending into us We know
not whence. The most exact ca}culator has
no prescience that somewhat incalculable
may not balk the very pext moment. Iam
constrained every moment to acknqwledge
a higher origin for events than the wxll‘I call
mine.” And this is the lesson that hlstc?ry
has for us. A higher force holds the reins
of our being and determines the events of
the world. What all is and is going to be,
once was hidden in the womb of time, and
every event and thing is ushered into ex-
istence owing to its (time’s) advance.

It is the recognition of that higher basis

for all that we feel amd do, that can throw
light upon the mystery of our being and
show before us a definite goal to reach.
Without that light we are unknown to
ourselves, and that towards which we are
hurrying is much less known and who
can say if it is not an endless abyss that
opens its jaws to swallow us ? But humanity
is not destined to such a fate; nay that fate
is only an illusion and a warning against
our deserting the true path.

That is one of the manifold ways by
which our loving ruler, (be he our own spiri-
tual being or different from him) beguiles
us from the path of folly. History is but a
means for the manifestation of the soul’s
manifold nature. It is also a dispenser of
justice. A man might escape censure in
his own time but he is sure to feel the curse
of posterity on him. History impartially
preserves in its records the inhuman spill-
ing of fellowmen’s blood as well as the
pearly blossoms that have contributed to
the fragrance of civilisation. Martyrs and
statesmen have suffered the ridicule and
contempt of contemporaries owing to their
confidence in the virtue of posterity aided
by the just hand of history.

So all through we find history is not the
purposeless accideat of fate,but a real edifice
based on the recognition of a spiritual
volition of its (history’s) nature and details.
It is the ignoring of this spiritual basis and
the failure to base our being and action on
the same trath, that must be held respon-
sible for all the evils that threaten to-day to
destroy our very lives. We must re-inter-
pret and rewrite history if we would escape
from the impending calamity.

What is history ? It has been a taxing
problem whether history is an art or
a science. Some have answered by
saying history is a synthesis of both.
To speak metaphysically science is
necessarily thought the result of an
analysis and synthesis of our ‘ perceptions.’
According to Kant all a priori judgments
are synthetic. They constitute science. But
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History consists of no such a priori judgment
nor is ita conceived product. According
to the Italian philosopher Benedetto Croce
‘art is conception.” Woe can refer to experi-
ence the fact that conception is but a faint
intuition plus an element of human effort,

History is essentially a record of facts
with a touch of suggestion as to their impli-
cations. Of course, inits suggestive nature
it is art,

Now then the object of both art and
science being knowledge of the real and
history sharing the nature of both though
in different proportions, it must also have
as its object the discovery of reality.
We shall see how it fulfills its duty of both
art and science. Each modifies the other
as aresult of which a third and unique aven-
ue opens towards knowledge.

We are aware of unity, precedence and
causality as relations between one another
of our perceptions. We see the stone fall on
the glass and its breaking. It is merely the
constant succession of two perceptions that
gives us the consciousness of a causal
relation between them.History is essentially
a record of successive events or facts and
the mind of man establishes a relation
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quite different from that of science, and
generalises from the data at its disposal.
That, we call the philosophy of history. If
it were possible to resolve history into
certain general rules about human nature,
then history had better be called a
science. But if every event or fact suggests
a divine truth, a higher purpose in the
long run, then it merits the name
of art. The latter view of history is
more true for the student of history can
indulge in no systematic arrangement of
“historical thought.” In the first place there
is no ‘ historical thought’ but only historical
fact. From our impressions of those facts
we form with the help of a feeble intution
the conception of their nature and reality.
There is history sharing its nature with
art.

Its rich suggestiveness, the absence of
a defined system of thought, and the plea-

sant waves of emotion it rouses in the

student’s heart, positively confirm our

view of history as an art in no way inferior
to painting and poetry. Further still his-
tory, having painting and poetry as its
handmaids walks in all the glory of the
divine message it carries.

The Cambridge

*“ Ancient Indig”

SOME CRITICISMS—I

BY PRrOF, SUNDARARAMA IYER M. A.

In recent years there has taken place ap
improvement in the attitude of the public
mind towards the speculative, and oftep
fabulous, constructions regarding remote
periods of Indian society emanating from
scholars and researchers in the so-called
sciences of comparative philology and
mythology. The materials available are
of the most uncertain and intangible nature
and the conclusions drawn are so startling
and unsupported as to partake of the

nature of mere guesses or even fiction
which are calculated only to shock th
reason and commonsense of the averag
man whose eager curiosity, after being
raised to the highest pitch by startling
announcements of all kinds, is only fed by
such pabulum as can only deserve to b
named mere as mirages or shadows withou
particle of substance underlying them o
the slightest shred of practical value or be
nefit. The new discoveries, however, ofte;
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tend to stir up racial or social strife,and even
political partisanship and bitterness, a.lmong
people who have long lived. together in fra-
ternal unity and peace. Itis stt‘ange, th.ere-
fore, that so recent a work as the .Cafnbrldg;e
History of India” whose pubh'catxon was
started with a tremendous flourish of tru.m-
pets, should, in its very first volume treating
of Ancient India and especiall.y zxt‘ such.an
early stage (Chaps. Il & IlI) as its discussion
on the people of India, have trotted .out,.as
facts well established, the worn-out'fanues
and the ingenious fictions regarding the
existence, migrations. and institutions of an
original Indo-European or Ind.o—.Germamc
race which had its uncertain original hon}e
in Europe, or elsewhere on earth, whether in
the temperate zone or in some other quarter.

Before we refer to the views expresset‘i on
this topic in this volume of the Cambridge
work, we shall first state how the 'matter
has always been viewed in the hterar.y
inheritance of the people of India. This
country (or sub-continent) has always been
known as Bharata-khanda, and its p‘eople
as the Bharatas. This circumstance 1s not
inconsistent with the idea that the real and
“ ancient (or original) people of India are
the Tamilar, whose home was bounded
on the north by the Ganges, un the south
by Cape Comorin, on the east and the . weft
by the sea ” (vide Purnahngafn Pl.“al s
Primerof Tamil Literature). In anmen't tlm.es,
the people of India were divided‘prlmanly
into Aryans and Dasyus. Rac1'all_y, the
Dasyus were not diffe\jent in origin from
the Aryans, as is often averred. For, the
Aitareya Brahmana states, “ most of the
dasyus are sprung from Visvamitra.” Vis-
ramitra was the Hotri-priest of King Hari-
chandra, and a seer (or Rishi) of the
wmns in the third Mandala of the Rig-
seda. In a hymn of the First Mandala of the
;ame, the epithet * kusika ” is apnlied to
ndra on the ground that Indra was born as
Fadhi, the father of Visvamitra (Kausika,
son of Kusika). Further, we see that Mr. John
Muir, author of “Original Sanskrit Texts”

THE CAMBRIDGE ANCIENT INDIA 99

candidly avows:—“I have gone over the
names of the Dasyus or Asuras mentioned in
the Rig-veda, with the view of discovering
whether any of them could be regarded as
of non-Aryan origin; but I have not observ-
ed any that appear to be of this charac-
ter”. -There is not the slightest ground for
assuming that the Dasyus ever resided in
India at a more ancient epoch of time,
than the Aryans. There is, on the other
hand, ample ground for holding, as we
shall presently show, that neither the
Dasyus nor the Aryans came to India
as immigrants from abroad. In the vedas,
the names Arvan and Dasyu are ap-
plied to persons belonging to different, and
even antagonistic, religions, even as now are
such names as Christian and heathen, or
Moslem and Kaffir, and so on. Forto the
Dasyus are applied such epithets as anasa
and avratan which means that the Dasyus,
i. e., the Bharatas who were not Aryans at
first knew not the girvana bhasha (lan-
zuage of the gods) or the Sanskrit, and also
did not practise any of the rites taughtin
theVedas composedinthat language.Though
the common language of the ancient people
of India—the Bharatas—might have been
Tamil, as is often claimed, and not without
reason, yet when they became Aryans by
the adoption of the Vedic religion, they had
to know the Girvana Bhasha (or Sanskirt)
in order to carry on their religious observan-
ces as recorded in theVeda and other sources
of the religion of the Aryan Rishis. The
Girvana Bhasha, “thelanguage of the Gir.
vana or Gods —is so called, because a:
Amara-simha explains (a) either thei
(the gods’) words (of curse) were thei
weapons to fight their foes, or (b) the:
propounded the words, i.e, the doctrines—
of the Vedas and other shastras. Oy
sacred books of all kinds are full of account
of the constant inter-communion between th
Devasand our ancestors of ancient time.
The Devas transmitted to these latter th
language and religion of the Vedas an
other Sastras inspired by the Vedas. Th
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the word,“ Aryan,” has no racial sig-
nificance whatever, but was and is ap-
plied to all such Bharatas (or people of
India) as follow the Vedicreligion, as distin-
guished from those Bharatas who did not
follow that religion and were therefore
called Dasyus.

Modern Western scholars hold that the
people of [ndia—both those whom they call
Aryans and those whom they call Dravi-
dians--came here {rom outside. We shall
deal in this article with this” Aryan”
legend, --and take up the Dravidian one later,
The writer who deals with the Aryans of
India and their origin in the Cambridge
volume on Ancient India now taken up for
criticism writes as follows:—“ It is true in-
deed that the civilisations which have been
developed in India have reacted, and that
Indian literature, and Indian art have
spread out of India and produced a
deep and far-reaching influence on the
countries of Further Asia; but the migra-
tions and the conquests which provided the
human energy with which these civilisa-
tions were created have invariably come
into India from outside” (pp. 37-38). And
again:—" There seems, in any case, to be
specific evidence for the supposition that
by the fifteeath century B. C. tribes of
Aryan stock held, or exercised influence
over, a wide area extending from Northern
Asia Minor over North-West Babylonia to
Media; and there seems to bhe nothing
to prevent us assuming that even then, or
soon after, the Aryans pushed their way
still eastwards and northwards, mainly
confining themselves to the territories south
of the Oxus, but occasionally occupying
lands between that river and the Jaxartes.”
(p.76). “The Indo-Aryans came from Bac-
tria, over the passes of the Hindu Kush
into S. Afghanistan, and thence by the
valleys of the Kabul river, the Kurran, and
the Gumal—all of them well-known to the
poets of the Rig-Veda into the North-Wes.
tern Frontier province and the Punjaub..
The invasions were no mere incursions of
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armies, but gradual progressive movements
of whole tribes

in which the women were
of the same rac

€ as their husbands.” From
the two underlined words in the above

extra‘ct_s, it will be seen that what are—
Sr orlglqa_lly were—mere “ assumptions’’ or
supgosﬂlons”, andavowedly such too, have
been imposed upon us as proved historical
facts and have subsequently, by merely
bold :exr-md emphatic assertion and unabashed
refpetlinon, gained a wide acceptance and
diffusion everywhere and have now become
recognised as the commonplaces of histor
by all_text~book writers on Indian history
In spite f’f their wide currency and tlz,e.
.almost.umversal and unquestioning belje{
1n their authenticity ag proved facts, we
firmly hold that they are altogether opp’osed
to the evidernce available from all Indiar
source§ and to all the natural processes oi
reasoning which make a ready appeal tc
the‘hur.nan mind when it is not blinded b
prejudice or warped by interest or bigotryS
.In the first place, prominence mhst b.(
given to the significant ang avowed fac
that no InFiian authorities support the viev
that certain people from foreign lands whe
were Aryans by race entered India from thy
N. West 48 conquerors or colonists, Mr. ]
Muir,the author of “Original Sanskrit Te);t :
says:'~“ I'must, however, begin with S‘
candid admission that, so far asIknO\;
none of the Sanskrit works contain a dis
III?Ct. reference or allusion to the foreig
orrglr.) of the Hindus.” Elphinstone tfo
saysin his “History of India”:—-“Nnith’er 11
the Code (of Manu), nor, I believ;e in th
Vedas, nor in any book that ig ce,rtainl'
older than the Code, is there any allusi |
to a prior residence, orto .

Even mytholo
tban the Himalayan c}g);’i
fixed the habitation'of the g
But we need not rest conte
negative conclusion,
as a posttive fact tha
the home, the cradle-]

goes no furthe
n in which i
ods.”(vol | p.97
at with a purel
We can also establis
tIndia has ever bee
and, of the Bharatas-
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both of such of them as were Aryans by
religion and of their kinsmen, the Dasyus,
~7ho were not such—from an antiguity so
remote that we cannot assign to it any date
which can be regarded as within the pur-
view of authentic history. The sabda-kalpa-
Druma Fourth Kanda, P. 24, gives quota-
tions from the Matsya- Purana and Vishnu-
Purana which show that theYavanas” i. e.
the Persians—are descended from Turvasy,
son of the Indian king, Yayati,—and that
the Mlechhas (the Greeks,&c) are descended
from Anu, also a son of the same king. The
Sabda-kalpa Druma also states in the same
place,on the authority ofsthe Vishnu-Purana
and otherIndian authorities, that these Indian
settlers in the West were called Mlecchas,
because they gave up all Dharmas, wore
cropped hair, and otherwise denationalised
themselves in the reign of Sagara, an ances-
tor of Rama. The Hari-Vamsa, also, — an
ancient work forming a part of the Mahab-
harata and mentioned as such in its Parva-
sangraha Adhyaya which forms, as it weres
its table of contents—narrates the story of
how various Kshatriya tribes such as Sakas,
Yavanas,Pahlavas, Kambojas, Cholas, Kera-
las, etc., bad invaded and committed ag-
gressions upon the dominions of their suze-
rain, King Bahu. Sagara, the son of King
Bahu, overthrew them all and regained his
suzerainty over the earth. He then per-
formed-—and for the first time in the
history of Ancient India—the Horse-
Sacrifice as a symbol of universal
sovereignty and overlordship and as a
token of the acknowledgment of the same
everywhere. The Hari-Vamsa states that
Sagara “ prescribed their performance of
various Dharmic rites and enforced various
changes in their mode of wearing the hair.”
Further, “all of them were Kshatriyas, and
their Dharmas were prescribed by Sagara
according to the advice of Vasishtha. Manu
Smriti, chap. xii, also refers to the fact that
these and other * Kshatriya tribes ” were
placed in circumstances in which they had
to abandon Vedic rituals and sank into the
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position of Vrish h(sudras).’l‘he.jw

stances go to p
Ancient India had ex
ty over, and established ements of
Indians (Bharatas) in, Persia, Greece, and
other countries in the West, and over the
Cholas, Keralas, &c., the Kshatriya tribes in
the south (of India). The Cambridge writer
of chapter Il in the volume on “ Ancient
India” {now under comment) says:—* In the
German excavations at Boghaz-koi, the
Ancient Pteria, have been found inscrip-
tions, containing, as it appears, the names
of deities which figure in the -earliest
Indian records, Indra, Varuna, and the
great twin brethren, the Nasatyas.

It is still too early to dogmatise over
the results of these discoveries, &c.”
(p. 72). Again:—“ To the same period as
the Boghaz-koi inscriptions belong the
famous letters from Tel-el-Amarna. In these
occur references to the people of Mitani in
north-west Mesopotamia, whose princes
bear names like Artatama, Tusratta, and
Suttarna, which seem unmistakably Aryan
in form....Names like the Shurias, ‘sun,’ and
Marytas, identical with the Sanskrit Surya
and Marutas (Wind-Gods), while Simalai
‘queen of the snow mountains’ can hardly
be separated from the name of the great
mountain range Himalaya and the Iranian
word for snow, Zima.” (p. 76). Dr. Maurice
Bloomfield, too, in his recent work on the
“Religion of the Veda” says:—' Within
recent years there were discovered at
Tel-el-Amarna, in upper Egypt, numerous
cuneiform tablets, containing letters from
tributary kings of Babylonia, Assyria,
Mitani, Phoenicia and Canaan, addressed
to certain Egyptian Pharoahs, theirliege
Yords. These tablets have thrown new
light upon the history of Western Asia.
There is among them a letter written by a
king of Mitani in Syria, Dushratta by name.
In this letter figure among others the names
of his brother Artashuvara and his grand
father, Artatama. These names are obvious-
ly Iranian (Persian) or Iranoid; with the
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tablets themselves they date back to at
least 1600, B. C. We may say that a body of
3500 years of organic religious growth lies
more or less open before the eyes of the
student of India’s religions to dissect, to
study, and to philosophise upon.” Dr. Blo,om-
field also remarks that the names Artashu-
vara and Artatama open out with the sylla-
bles azta—and that the word means cosmic
o.rder or order of the universe,” as it is iden-
tical w.ith the Vedic rfa ; and he ends b
rema.rkmg:——“ We have here atany ratez
deﬁmte.lower date for the idea; it is likely to
have existed a long time before 1600, B. C.”
. We have a.!r‘eady. given Indian evidence
rom authorities like Hari Vamsa Vishnu
Purana, Matsya-Purana, &e., to sh,ow that
we can, and ought to, assign a far more
rftmote period of antiquity for the civilisa-
tion of ancient India and the political events
assoc1ated'with it. We also feel sure that
we can gain little or nothing of practical
literary, or even antiquarian value from the,
attempts, just referred to, of scholars likeDr
Bloomfield or the writers of Chapters II and-
111 .of the Cambridge volume on “Ancient
%nd\a,” through the resort to far-fetched
m.genious or even foolhardy speculation, t<;
d\sco.ver stray identities such as are stated
to exist between the syllable arta (in the
names of two Iranian or Assyrian or(Cappa-
docian, or Sumerian kings) and the Sanskrit
wprd rta or between the name Dushrata
k}ng of Mitani in Syria and Dasaratha’
king of Ayodhya in ancient Indian histor’
or mythology. The similarity of thes};
names can prove nothing in favour of the
We§tern origin of the Hindus or Bharatas of
India. It might equally be used to pro
the Indian origin of the so-called A:, o
of thff west. And in truth there have not 13;:“5
‘wantmg writers like Mr, Hall, the au{hor eor;.
The.Ancient History of the Near East’ wh
as pointed out by a writer in the Cambrid "
volume. itself, “ holds that the Sumeriaie
came. into Western Asia from India ”~S
fioctrme which,as already pointed out b’y usa
1s corroborated and fully justified by thé
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evidence adduced from ancient Indian

sources. Let us hope that this sound doc- ™

trine will henceforth spread not*only among
so-call_ed scholars and writers in the West
but.chlef.ly among teachers and students Of’
Indian history in our national schools and
colleges.

We may here make a brief reference to
the fact that some defend this view—(viz.)
that the ancient Indians passed as conque'-
rors and' colonists, into western Asia (and
thence into Europe), and not that the
peoplg of the West came and settled in
in India-—on the ground that “the sounds
and especially the consonants of the lani
guages spoken in India have survived in
greater purity in India thau in Iran or
elsewhere.” (p.75 of the Cambridge volume)
B\ft the Cambridge writer of Chap. Il is no;
frlghte.ned and has an ingenious answer to it
He pointsout how siwmilar results were effecl-.
ed on language when “invasions of simila !
sort., though at a much greater distance fro .
their Pase, were made by the Spaniards in
‘t‘he sixteenth century.” He points out 'thmt

the local dialects are much more archa}
and much more like the Spanish of the sfllc
teent!] century thaa is the language s oklx-
now in Spain.” He continues ;—** Tth an
1solat}on‘ resembling that of the S an'a;
colonies prevailed also ip early In%ials'
shoyvn by the most characteristic feature l?
Indian civilisation—caste.” Byt wh h0
not the isolation of the Spaniards ha}; tzs
same, or similar, social effects in Ameri e?
In truth, however, the system of castesia
varnas—was intended to be and practised e
2 fc;rcefr?a;ing for the union of the vafioi:

ar sofIn ian society into i

organism, and not fory theiraissc:;:trilgn S?Clal
Faach other or the enabling of a few f r'om
invaders or officials to live as a pro (:ire‘gn
plutocratic hierarchy set to exercpiseu a'nd
(})]\;iret:}c: people of fmcient ]ndia.FurthI:aszs;
o fro:‘vig abov.e that fhe evidence avail-
foes mom e aleent Indian literary sources
do 21! support the purely gratyit-

assumption that the so-called Indo-

”
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ayans came first to India asinvaders and
snquerors from Western lands or states,
ut tends to establish the unquestionable
act that the Bharatas have inhabited this
and from an immemorial and immeasura-
le antiquity and have given their name to
t as Bharatah-kanda for all time.

A portion of this ancient land of the Bha-
atas was originally called Aryavarta,—
or, as Kulluka Bhatta, the commentator on
Aanu-Swmriti, points out, “ Aryas are born
here, and are born over and over again.”
further, Manu(il. 20) states that “ from a
jrahmin born in this region all men on
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earth learn their duties.”” The Brahmins
who originally belonged to this region have
promulgated their Dharma among the Bha-
ratas of all varnas and classes all over the
Indian Continent. Hence, the people of
the entire peninsula and even of the count-
ries beyond where they taught their
Dharma have come to be regarded as
Aryans. Those lands, too, where they did
their work of promulgation became part and
parcel of Aryavarta which thus came to
have an extended geographical significance.

(To be continned)

Non-violence

BY ISWARANANDA

Who can practise Non-violence ? This
gquestion was asked thousands of years
ago in India and the answer came back
in the message of the Bhagavad Gita
in the battle field of Kurukshetra. The
message was that non-violence can be prac-
tised only by one who has no necessity of
acquisition, and protection of possessions.
Here possession includes all that a man
considers as ‘mine’ such as honour, self-
respect, body, house, goods, money, lands,
relatives, friends, and country etc. As long
as a man has the necessity of protecting
these things from aggression, so long he
cannot practise non-violence, so long he
cannot but strike in self-defence. Non-
defence, according to the spirit of the
Hindu Scriptures, is only for Niryogakshe-
mavan, one who has nothing to lose and
nothing to gain,

Suppose you snatch away this pen from
my hand. If I desire to regain it and
if you are unwilling to return it after
any amount of importunities, the only way
open to me, in the absence of any other
compelling power such as public opinion or
governmental authority, is to wrest it from

you by force, leaving you to suffer whatever
painful consequences you may have to, In
the course of my wresting it. Otherwise, |
must be prepared to give up the very desire
of getting back the pen. Therefore as long
as desire to possess remains, so long non-
resistance and non-violence is an impossi-
bility. Desire for the things of the world
and non-violence cannot go together.

That is why Bhagavan Sri Krishna asks
Arjuna to fight in the battlefield of Kuruk-
shetra. Arjuna was full of desires for
power and Kingdom, for honour, name, and
fame, full of the sense of dispossessed right,
me and mine. He came to the battlefield
to fight and to kill, knowing full well that
the enemies whom he would have to give
pain were no other than his flesh and
and blood, his countrymen, his elders, and
revered teachers. But in the battlefield
seeing the vast army of his enemies arrayed
against him, Arjuna was overpowered with
fear and delusion, he lost his nerves, the
bow and arrow slipped from his hand and
he sunk into the chariot in helpless be-
wilderment. Thus clouded by tamas the
proud Arjuna could not understand himself
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and gave ventto a series of noble senti-
ments full of pity and mercy for his ene-
mies, full of the sense of sin that would
fall on his head if he killed his own kith
and kin, and refused to fight.

Bhagavan Sri Krishna, Arjuna’s lifte-long
companion who had ample opportunities ot
studying him at close quarters, understood
the situation at once. He knew that
Arjuna’s unwillingness to fight was not the
outcome of a real desire to relinquish the
throne and kingdom or his name and
honour or out of real pity for the sulfering
of others. He understood that it was
cowardice, unmanliness which was insinua-
ting itseif as the noble sentiments of pity
and dharma that Arjuna had uttered like a
man of wisdom. Therefore the very first
words that the Bhagwan told him were “Oh
Arjuna how is it that at a critical situation
such as this, you are overwhelmed with
delusion (self deception) fit only for the un-
Aryan, which robs one of all happiness,
and damaging your very name. Do not
take to unmaaliness, it does not befit you.
Give up this faint-heartedness, this mean
cowardice, stand up and fight, oh, scorcher
of enemies !” ** Thou speakest like a man of
wisdom, but takest pity on those who do
not stand in need of the pity and on those
who do not deserve it. The enlightened
ones do not bemoan either the living or
the dead.” Later on follows a series of
appeals to Arjuna’s sense ot honour, name
and fame, his desire for power and king-
dom and worldly enjoyments and to the
sense ot duty which he has to discharge ag
a Kshatriya towards the people which oner-
ous responsibility had faljen upon him and
his brothers as the rightfui heirs to the
throne of Hastinapura. These motives im-
pelled by which Arjuna had come to the
battlefield to fight became clouded to his
vision when he was overpowered by the
sense of awe and fear that seized him at the
sight of the mighty host arrayed against
him. Therefore the Bhagavan reminds him
of these, rooted in the innate nature of his
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mind, which had compelled him to take up
the sword and tells him plainly later on,
after a good deal of reasoning and philo-
sophising, that if he did not pay heed to
His words then a time would come when he
would have to regret, when nature would
compel him to return to the battlefield, when
he would have (0 do the very thing, which
he had refused to do then, under greatet
obstacles and sufferings,

Therefore the Gita is an emphatic rebuke
to all pretensions to non-resistance and non-
vioience and ahimsa on the part of one whc
has got yoga and kshema, who wants to pro
tect what he possesses, who wants to regait
what he has lost. It says in clear tone
that it is ridiculous 1lor the weak to tall
of the supreme strength of non-resistance
for the coward to talk of pity, for on
who sufters from the pangs of injury to tal
of the nobiiity of non-injury, for one wh
cannot be violent to lay claim to the virtu
of non-violence., It does not tolerate an
self-deception in this matter. It faces faci
boldly. It tells that as long asa man he
desires and attachments for the worid s
long he is bound to resist, non-detence
ruinous. Therefore, it has been laid dow
in the Hindu Scriptures that it is the dut
of the householder to protect himself, h
people, home and country from enemis
even by fighting. It is neither sin, I
adharma, even though it may involve dea
and destruction. For him it is a sacred du
which he has to discharge even at the cc
of his life. Courageous himsa is, undoubte
ly afar higher virtue than cowardly no
defence and flight in the name of Ahims
Mere physical non-violence can avoid phy
cal non-injury. But the man who practis
itis full of the sense of injury that
received, full of anger and hatred for t
injurer whom he injures secretly in |
heart a hundred times. He darenot ra
his hand, but gnaws his teeth in desps
His inner nature is in violent conflict w
his outer profession of non-violence.

does not kill another, but in his he
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he commits double murder of his enemy
and himself. There is no for'bearar.lcte,
thithiksha, so long as there. is chzn?i
and vilapa thought of .the injury an
the injurer and complaint abogt them.
Therefore he who would prac'tlse non-
retaliation or nonviolence rpust give up a;lll
thought of injury and injurer. He who
does not feel injury, he who does notsce
the enemy in any one, he alone can remain
noz ‘r/rllzlrf?rt)ay avoid giving physicgl injury
to another, but his mind will devise sqme
other underhand melhoFl of compulsur)lrlxs.
He may propose economically to starve hi
injurer, or cause him intefxs'e hearf Zurnlﬁﬁ
by holding him up to rfdlcu.le. an \;/oh )
pulsion at the bar of public opinion. a
he manages to do is only a transfer ot paml
from the physical plape tp the_ ?mef;t;
plane. Is there non-injury 1.n thlS.. .e
‘real truth is there is no action which 1s
non-injurious.
abgzl;stegwami Vivekananda, “ Howsoeyer
we may try there cannot be any acqoil1
which is perfectly pure, or any wh'lcd
is perfectly impure, taklng purity :ﬁd
impurity in the sense of injury and
aon-injury. We cannot breathe .orfme
without injuring others, and gvery bit oh ¢
food we eat is taken away from ax.mt er t
mouth : our very lives are crow@mgl o;r
other lives. It may be men or amm: :, o
small microbes, but so:;e oi)e '(1)“1;: seing
these we have to crowd out. Done
se it naturally follows that periec
::T;lcsever be attained ‘by work. Weiglatn)yé
work through all eter{uty, but th?re w 1D
no way out of this intricate maze; .ﬁoge nz
work on and on and on; thgre.w1 f °
end to this inevitable assocm,t’lon of goo
and evil in the results qf work. .
The way out of the dl%emma, theref(?re, is
the way shown in the Qlta, to wor_k without
Btachment, taking nenher. credit. ff)r the
good done,nor sin for unavo'xdable evils and
stand apart as a witness, like the Atma.n
neither touched by evil nor by good. This

NON-VIOLENCE 105

internal Ahimsa is the only thing that can
be possible for all and more attention should
always be paid to this rathgr than_ to the
physical and eternal side of it. This men-
tal non-injury is more incumbent on all
than physical non-injury. The rea! spirit of
Ahimsa has been beautiiully. explamgd thus
by Swami Vivekananda in his Bhakti Xoga.

“The test of Ahimsa is absence of jeal-
ousy. Any man may do a good deed or make
a good gift on the spur of the mon?e.m, or
under the pressure of some superstltlgn or
priestcraft ; but the real lover of mankind 1s
he who is jealous ot none. Theso calied
great men of the world may all. be seen to
become jealous of each other for a s.mall‘
name, for a littie fame, and for a teyv blFS of
gold. So long as this jealousy exists in a
heart, it is far away trom the pertection of
Ahimsa. 1he cow does not eat meat, por
does the sheep. Are they great yogms,
great non-injurers (A/Limsa/f:as)? Any tool
may abstain from eating tpxa: or Fhat, surely
that gives him no more distinction than .to
a herbivorous animal, The man who will
mercilessiy cheat widows and Qrphans, and
do the vilest deeds for money,.-ls worse than
any brute, even it he lives entirely on gras.s
alone. The man whose heart never cheri-
shes even the thought of injury to any one,
who rejoices at the prosperity of even his
greatest enemy, that man is thg Bhakta,
he is the Yogin, he is the Guru of aii, even
though he iives every day of his life on the
flesh of swine. Therefore, we must always
remember that external practices have value
only as helps to develop internal purity. It
is better to have internal purity atone, when
minute attention to external observances is
not practicable. But woe unto the man and
woe unto the nation that forgets the real,
external, spiritual essentials of religion, and
mechanicaily clutches with death-like grasp
atall the external forms and never lets them
go. The forms have value only so far as
they are the expressions of the life within,
If they have ceased to express life, crush
them out without mercy,”
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The Hindu system of ethics has never
dictated the same standard of moraliity
for all men irrespective of time, place, and
circumstances and the stage of progress at
which a man stands. For every ideal and
for every duty only the qualified man or the
adhikari is called upon to act, it does not
seek to impose one man’s ideal on another
nor a higher standard on one who had not
yet become strong enough to stand the strain
of it. Rather it asks man to take up the
standard of the ideal, which is nearest to
him and up to his capacity to fulfil and
thus grow stronger till he will be able to
take up the higher one. Swami Vivekan-
anda has very clearly dealt with this aspect
of the question in his Karma Yoga.

“Two ways are left open to us.-—the way
of the ignorant, who think that, there is only
one way to truth and that ail the rest are
wrong—and the way of the wise, who admit
that, according to our mental constitution or
the different planes of existence in which
we are, duty and morality may vary. The
important things to know are that there are
gradations of duty and of morality--that the
duty of one state of life, in one set of cir-
cumstances will not and cannot be that of
another.

To illustrate: All great teachers have
taught, “ Resist not evil”, that non-resis-
tance is the highest moral ideal. We all
know that, if a certain number of usg
attempted to put that maxim fully into
practice, the whole social fabric would
fall to pieces, the wicked would take
possession of our properties and our lives,
and would do whatever they liked with us.
Even if only one day if such non-resistance
were practised it would lead to disaster,
Yet, intuitively, in our heart of hearts we
feel the truth of the teaching, ‘“Resist not
evil.” This seems to us to be the highest
ideal; yet to teach this doctrine only would
be equivalent to condemning a vast position
of mankind. Not only so, it would be
making men feel that they were always
doing wrong, cause in them scruples of
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conscience in all their actions, it would
weaken them, and that constant disapproval
would breed more vice than any other
weakness would. So for the man who has
begun to hate himself the gate to degenera-
tion has already opened; and the same is
true of a nation.

*“Qur first duty is not to hate ourselves ;
because t0 advance we must have faith in
ourselves first and then in God. He who
has no faith in himself can never have faith
in God. Therefore the only alternative
remaining tous is to recognize that duty
and morality vary under different circums-
tances ; not that the man who resists evil is
doing what is always and in itself wrong,
but that in the different circumstances ir
which he is placed it may b&come even his
duty to resist evil.”

The Karma Yogin is the man who under
stands that the highest ideal is non-resis
tance, and who also knows that this non
resistance is the hlghest manifestation o
power in actual possession, also what i
called the resisting of evil is but a step o
the way towards the manifestation of this
highest power, namely non-resistance. Be-
fore reaching this highest ideal, man’s duty
is to resist evil ; let him work, let him fight,
let him strike straight from the shoulder.
Then only, when he has gained the power
to resist, will non-resistance be a virtue.”

Therefore, the Hindu Scriptures have meant
t.his ideal of non-resistance and non-violence
for the man who treads the path of nivrithi
marga through renunciation of all wordly
desires and possessions, who has renoun-
ced ‘me and mine” He has shifted the field
of b.attle into his own internal universe of
passions and desires and attachments. For
him the immediate goal is Mukti. Having
got a glimpse of the supreme truth of the
Self, standing rooted in the conviction of
tl?e evanescent nature of the world, his solg
am} 1S now to get uninterruptedly establish-
ed in that Truth. Having got prajna he is
trying to be sthithq prajna.

‘ : He is trying to
clear away the clouds of ign .

orance through
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oncentrated meditation with a single mind-
ad devotion that does not admit any further
intrusion of the world upon him. He has
no time to think of name, fame, honour,
father, mother, wife or children; property,
friends, or country. He has seen that in
truth he has none of these. He wants, that
the vision of truth should not fade away
from him and so avoid all complications
and suggestions which may once more
release the cloud of previous samskaras
(impressions) to blur the vision of the Self.
He should not retaliate, for that brings him
out into the world, his vision gets blurred
and he falls again into the path of praviritht,
all the old samskaras rush in upon him and
he loses his foot-hold, and he falls from
the position to which he has attaine(.i.
Therefore resistance and retaliation on his
part is adharma, in him it is no virtue.
Extreme forbearance in the midst of suffer-
ing is the dharma suited to him. He does
not deflect his attention from his goal to
take notice of injury or the injuror. When
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a man has thus become thoroughly estab-
lished in tire ever free Self, when the vision
of the Self can no more become blurred
under any conditions, when the soul bas
become finally free, when the sadhaka has
become the siddha, when the ever knowing,
witnessing Self shines ever the same,
then the duty of resistance or non-
resistance no more binds him. Mukti is
unconditional freedom. The Mukta may
fight or he may not fight, he may kill or he
may not kill, in either case he is the ever
free Atman, the ever pure Atman and his
himsa and his violence is for the good of the
wolrd, for he has nothing to do for himself,
for his lower self is no more.

“He who knows this Atman ever the same
immortal, unborn and undying, how can it
be said of him that he kills or causes to kill”

“He who thinks that this Atman is the
killer and he who thinks that this Atman
is killed both of them know not the truth.
This Atman does not kill, nor is It killed”,
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THE STORY.OF SWAMI RAMA: The
Poet Monk of Punjab. By Puran Singh,
Ganesh & Co. Rs. 3

Next to Swami Vivekananda there is no
name in the ranks of Modern Indian monks
more revered or held in higher esteem by

. educated Indians than that of Swami Ram

Thirtha. Heis a prince among the early
pioneers of the Indian Renaissance move-
ment that was born out of the contact of an-
cient Indian thought and culture with the
galvanising forces of the west. Mathe-
matcian and monk, poet and patriot, mystic
and philosopher, all in one, he combined in
him high intellectual powers with an inten-

sely emotional nature which enabled him
early in life to respond to the calls of the
spirit and dive deep into the springs of
divine bliss. The story of his early strug-
gles as a poor Punjabi student with but oge
anna and less in his pocket for daily maig-
tenance and expenses, out of which he
saved a pice or two, sacrificing food and
other comforts in order to buy oil for hig
studies, his revolt from his father for pur-
suing studies in the college, the hardshipg
he endured to secure an employment the
ordeals that he underwent as a fami]y.’man
and the example that he set up as
fessor are as elevating as his later
sanyasa and ceasless activitieg

the Gospel of practical Vedanta tz:é)rs:f
fect his personality are inspiring tq the

4 pro-
llfe of
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seeker after God and the life of the Spirit
The progress of his spiritual evolution from'
a poet and divine mystic to a patriot, philo-
sopher and prophet of a new life reveal at
once the inexpressible joys and travails of a
great soul in its march towards spiritual
freedom and self-realisation.

The t.)ook before us, is not a biography in
the strict sense of the term, but only the
romance of a spiritual life. In the words of
the author himself it does not aim at givin
anexhaustive life sketchof Swami Rama bugt
only a rough-pen sketch of an inspired ’per-
sonality in the form of impressions. This
accoun.ts for the sparsity of details of the
Sw'alml’s personal life and irregular order in
W.thh the main episodes in the story are
given. The author, himself a writer of
mystic poetic tendencies, is best fitted to
expound the divine transcendalism of the
Svga.mi, interpret his ecstatic trances and
sple-lt‘ual self-intoxication. His critical ex-
position of the Swami’s personality and
teachings, therefore, are valuablealike to the
stu_dent of Indian religious and national re-
naissance and the seeker after the life of
the spirit. Thestudy is made in the course
of fwenty chapters which abound with
copious quot.a.tions from the Swami’s striking
sa).ru.\gs, writings, speeches and letters. The
opinions of the American press on the. 1if
.::md teachings of the Swami are also addecei
in the form of an appendix. In the first and
seco'nd chapter we getin the form of inte
resting reminiscences and episades fro .
personal life glimpses of the monk’s mvst;n
personality, his infectious gaiety exfzbeC
ance of spirit, ecstatic devotion for ;he Lor<ri_
love of nature, solitude and mountain lif ’
The cardinal traits of the Swamiji’s charae'
ter and his fundamental teachings are coC~
tair.\ed in the Chapters I & IV entitled ‘t}?-
fruits in his basket’ and ‘the fragrance th et
sustained him’ which give numerous exc ;
pts from his writings o
English and Urdu.

It is futile to attempt to give in the cour
of a short review the fundamental e]emenstz

and sayings in
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4

;n;:reesrv;r?:r\éjczhtaracter and teachings. But
: . € to some of the more strik-

ing trafts peculiar to the Swami wi
del:;te 1t:1tere.st in the reader in thtmr:ril:rlt:
BESid:S i:\mg p.ersonality of the Swami.
Desides b m}fstxc transcendentalism and
aheadw X evotion, tao which mention has
alread ysweaenr:-rr.)ad?, one .noteworthy feature
i the ¢ andx is h1‘s haﬁb1t of living outside
fumess,so cultlvat.mg utter self-forget-
fulness so as to full.y identify himself with
s divin n;aster in x-)vhose personal com-
. O{esi ten lros.t himself. He used to
b o] 1t)'n‘seh in the third person, his
ey O.f Ce;)g,:ﬁ(f})od. He believed in the
;;:iritual pOWers afd mdai[\:itrrlaeS ;?tlciainli-rl‘g
ace. e
hizrfer:;eé;reqser{ﬂy. recited and insisted or;
e ‘O;n’ wixiscc]:p}:zsgre.;iting the sacred

Om, said w ivi

;):gctt\:;t;{)‘rt\ 1of life, one of the ;Z;:z:‘f‘:"er::
embodiedl tle self. His philosophy was
embodi "[‘:t] ’;he form}ﬂa of absolute
o o p vyan.l Asi’, whose truth he
oo ctise in life even in his pre-monk
pavs theo‘; a:jrt God O ! Man, only cease to
v in the ody-centre”; “crucifixion is the
A ,c,r‘l.]mfy the bo_dy and you rise ag
pure spiit ”c‘c‘)ncentratlon is the secret of
on,” “ Prayer is Power’ ;

H
som i i o
e of his favourite sayings an e

some o | d to illus-
hese ideas he pressed into serviSe

many a beautiful i
r mage, alle
et beau . ) gory, and
1:ruifsh.ale given in the chapter entitledSt‘my
o s in his basket.” His religion w e
i
realgiézr:' of ecstacy, trance, samadhias(}the
real Sucx::g:n};i f;om his experiences l’le Sz(ii(;
» both subjecti
tha < . ' ve and objecti
cou t;e achieved if only one riges P
Tﬁ;o Super-consciousness 10 that
en i .
., €Xt nine chapters are deyot d
i graphy proper of Swa it ahe
Blves stories of hi
llove of solitude,
apan and Ameri i
o ca and life after r
ot ::,iSP]ushkar, Beas Asram on theetGu;g‘at
s Hia: 1days at the Vasishta Asr;errs;
alayas, For interesting details

™1 Rama’s life and
" s pre-monk days, hig
€ In mountains, visits to
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of the thrilling episodes in his life we can

- only referthe reader to the book which shows

how the Swamiwas a patient architect of
himself, how from a poor Punijabi Brahmin
boy, by his steady pursuit of knowledge,
enduring all hardships and passing through
severe ordeals with .dauntless will, and
determination, assiduously  built up a
brilliant, glorious and immortal life of
sanyasa and self-less service at the altar of
the spirit. According to {he author one of
the causes that led Swami Ram to seek the
robe of amonk was his meeting with Swami
Vivekananda at Lahore. It was Swami Ram
who arranged all the lectures and his
contact with the lion of Vedanta should
certainly have strengthened and set aflame
his glowing spiritual ambitions. In this
connection, Puran singh makes an interest-

ing and impartial comparative estimate of
the two great personalities and their

‘messages which is remarkable for the

author’s insight into the spiritual make up
of the two minds. He writes. “1t was the
example of Swami Vivekananda that gave
tongue to his (Swami Rama’s) dumb self-
realisation and then he went roaming ino
the Himalayas and he came down preach-
ing the same practical Vedanta which
Swami Vivekananda preached, but with an
inspired madness divine, all his own.
Swami Rama gave 2 fresh and still ampler
interpretation of Vedanta on the lines chalked
out by Swami Vivekananda. Swami Rama,
however, does not command that beautiful
language and diction of Swami Vivekan-
anda, nor his eloquence, nor his all—discon-
certing humour and wit, nor his great
animal strength, but Swami Rama excelled
him in inspired cheerfulness, in the beam of
the unknown that playved on his fore-head,

‘in the sweetness of song, in the shy

maidenly grace of Bhakti, that liguid
emotion that washed clean all worldly
thought out of him again and againina
state of silent ecstacy. Swami Vivekananda
excelled him as a philosopher, as a speaker,
as a lion-hearted monk, but Swami Rama

15
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excelled the former in deep inspired
ecstacy, which was at the back of hissweet
poetic spirit of cheerfulness, sympathy,
kindly manners and a perfection of attune-
ment with his environment.”

It was about two years after Swami
Rama had caught the fine inspiration from
Swami Vivekananda that he renounced
family life and turned a monk, bidding
farewell to his mathematics, wife and
children, friends and foes, before he
left for the Himalayas for donning the
orange robe. The author thinks that this act
of determined relinquishment,was caused by
a sudden extraneous impulse, rather than by
forces in his own organic nature and his
normal inward mental or spiritual advance-
ment. He says: “ One could understand
his (the Swami’s) fondness for solitude and
disappearance for months in the forests for
communion with and contemplation of the
Divine, but one fails to find the complete for-
getfulness of a philosophy-hardened monk
in an extremely sensitive and poetic nature
like his.” This opinion of the author about
the Swami’s Sanyasa, we fear, does not do
full justice tothe Swamiand overshadowsthe
iatter half of the book where the author deals
with the later life and action of the Swami
and his evolution from a mystic transcen-
dentalist to a serious thinker, political idea-
list, philosopher and student of Sanskrit
literature. The transition naturally involv-
ed the displacement of the old ecstatic
exuberance and gaiety by more serious
tendencies of thought, gpeculation and
study .This the author fails to understand or,
rather, misunderstands as a sign of sadhess
and gloom caused by the loss of his original
Avesh or divine inspiration. The truth seems
to be that Puran Singh is too much of a
mystic and a poet himself to be able to
follow his master to the full length of the
latter’s evolution. He is all admiration for
Swami‘Rama the poet, the transcendentalist
and the God-intoxicated soul. But when
the Swami transcends this stage and steps
into the higher plane of a philosopher and
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withdraws himself into seclusion for serious
study, naturally without the lightness of his
?ld hilarity, Puran Singh is left behind and
is unable to understand the travails of his
master. Otherwise, the author would not
have bewailed the Swami’s Sanskrit
§tudies, love of seclusion or the awaken-
ing the Swami’s of sociopolitical impulses
towar.ds the close of his life after the
Amen.can tours, as a sign of the
Sw.amx’s spiritual  self-exhaustion and
phll.osophic pessimism. The correct dia
nosis of his position was, we note given t?-
the Cwami himself in answer ;oa query
from the author as to why he was so muci
‘c‘ti)aunriiqi aﬁd sad.. The Swami said.
i, the world is concerned only with
my blossoms and they taste me when |
appear before them in my flowers But
they do not know, how much I ha.ve ltj
l'abour under ground, in the dark recesse;)
in my roots that gather the food for tht;
flowers and the fruits. Iam now in m
roots. Silence is greater work than the fir ;
works of preaching and giving off o
thoughts to the world.” o
Barring this failure, the author has
§ucceedf=,d in giving a remarkably lucid and
impressive sketch of the Swamiji’s life. Th
teachings, embodied in the volume i;x the
for.m. of numerous extracts from the Swami’e
writings and speeches form by themsely .
ample food for thought and act like a to o
on the reader’s mind by their wonderr;lcl
freshness, vigour and practical bearin ,
the problems of life. & on
The _chapter on the last days of the Swami
at Vasishta Asram in the Himalayas is fml;
of gloom and the sadness of the Setting s\;ln
The Swami was now quite changed and was.
now ap.proaching the Hindu ideal of
Vedar}tlc philosopher unaffected by tha
opposites and unconcerned with his bodye

His final farewells to his disciples, Swamj

Narayana andthe author, is marked by deep '

pathos and his release from the mortal coj|
through an unexpected watery grave is
remarkable in that it occurred immediately
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after w.ritiﬂg an  arti . .
rticle a
death. postrophising

B.R. °

ECONOMICS
Induastrial Conflict

INDUSTRIAL CONFLICT: THE WAY
OUT A s_tudy of the industriul problem
In 1ts practical aspects. By The Rt. Hon.
geo.rge N: Barnes. Foreword by Viscount

ecil. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, London.

. 3/6 d.
Mr. Barnes is a well-known labour leader

wh i ¢
. Who worked his way from “workshop to War

.Cabine.t ”; and this his “ study of the
mdustna_l problem in its practical aspects ”’
has the impress of the authority of a man .
competent to speak on the subject. ‘
Thc'e author sets down the nature of the in-
dqstnal problem, the need at once to maxi-
mise production and to treat workers as men
ia: well as hands, t.he effects of the different
inds of co-operation between the employer -
and the employed such as the systemy fi
profit-sharing and co-partnership, and :o
on.. H(? the.en goes on to review labour
legislation in the Dominions providing f
compulsory arbitration and conciliiticc:r
boards and comes to the conclusion that thn
best possible, though X

) n
satisfactory, ting apletely

' 1 way of dealing wi

qu'estlon 1s to compel disputeg toult)l‘ ﬂll)e
mitted to public opinion which annot
be expressed otherwise
by law. ,

, if it cannot
i piherwis: dmust be expressed
Yy judgment,” sa
. , s th
:uth(t).r, the first step should be theyincore
oration of employers’ .
lon . and employees’
?}?:omatlons, making them suable enti)t,iess'
Cous:ecc:d an expansion of the Industrial’
Str“:es ct; and the third the prohibition of
ik ;or lock-outs ip public services until
) as been public enquiry into all
acts of any dispute.” o the
himr j}f?;ne:,thl.t must be stated in justice to
s s is solution o i
b . nly if i
Hvs;naelrshlp could not at once be enfgll'lcbel:ic
ol sobtlackles the international aspect 0{-
Naﬁ;;ro’ em and shows how the League of
o snos Labour Office is working, though
mewhat slow results, His treatment
)

7~
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the Labour rank and file might feel, is too
conservative to be accepted as from a labour
leader who commands their confidence.

P. V.

Taxation of Land Values

LAND-VALUE POLICY.—By James Dun-
das White. Published by the United Com-~
mittee for the Taxation of Land Values,
London. 2s.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
THE TAXATION OF LAND VALUES
1923 : Official Report of Proceedings,
The United Committee for the Taxation
of Land values, London. 2 s.

Mr. White’s book is a succinct haandbook
on the theory and practice of taxing land
values, the points that should be borne in
mind in applying the principle, such as the
need to exempt buildings and other im-
provements from taxation. It examines the
relations between rent, wages and interest
and seeks to show how inventive progress
has failed to solve the problem of poverty.
We shall not here pause to enquire as to
how far he has succeeded in his latter
thesis : suffice it to state that human resour-
ces are not so simple as to hinge solely on
land and that unearned increaments arise in
other ways and from other sources as those
from land. Mr. Dundas White’s book is
especially useful as a compendium of land
value legislation in the various countries.
It also discusses the international aspects of
the question.An appendix gives the sayings
of great men on the Land Question.

The other publication, the Report of the
International Conferencee is an interesting
record of what men who think alike on the
subject in general in various countries have
met with in their experience in the countries
which they represented, the difficulties they
had to face, and the measure of their suc-
cess and failure.

P. V.
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EDUCATION
The Adult School Movement

THE ADULT SCHOOL MOVEMENT.
By G. Currie Martin. M. A,,B. D. Published
by National Adult School Union, 30
Bloomsbury Street, London W. C. L.

The book under review is a very com-
prehensive history of the Adult School
Movement in the British Isles. In the
words of Sir Michael Sadler who has given
a nice Introduction to it, ‘the Adult Schools
are the nearest English parallel to the
People’s High School of Denmark’. In his
words again the book clearly points out
that in education spiritual forces are of
fundamental importance and that the
Englishman inspite of his independence,
is far from a thorough going individualist.

Indeed, the author has made the book as
self sufficient as he could. In his 427 pages
with several appendices and Bibliography,
he has given us a very detailed account of
the origin of the movement, poineer work,
gradual spread of adult schools, revival and
new developments. He has also traced the
life of the movement outside England, the
work of women, the history of kindred asso=
ciations and the work of the National Coun-
cil. In the end there is the very important
discussion as to whither the movement is
going.

To those of our readers who are interested
in this educational movement of far reach-
ing importance this book is strongly recom-
mended. It not only contains the broad
outlines of the work of Adult Schools in
England but more important than that, it
gives such minute details whose ignorance
has often dug the grave of a public work
in this coudftry.

The movement appears to have originat-
ed in the end of the eighteenth century
in Sunday morning Bible Schools. The
few women who thus gathered to learn
the Scriptures to enable them to teach them
to less fortunate sisters, could not possibly
have the vision of the larger developments

- of their small beginnings.
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It was indeed very fortunate for the
movement that inspite of considerable reli-
giqus colouring, the movement kept up its
educational side prominent enough. It
thus did not allow itself to be swallowed up
by the extremes of sensational and emo-
tional zeal. Such social activities as
Garden cities,Guest Houses,Sunday Schools
Prison Reforms, Settlements
Centres had the Adult movem
forefront. Nay, several other movements
like the Brotherhood movement have their
origin in the Adult movement,

it is noteworthy that since the war
mixed schools have been epcouraged and

they have now grown in numbers and in
efficiency.

Maternity
ent in the

The work of the movement has been fur-
thered by other societies also for example
the Brotherhoods, the Y.M.C.A. the Student
Christian movements and theYoungFriend’s
activities. This proves that the people of
England have recognised the immense
importance of the Adult movement.

The spirit of Evangelism is no less res-
ponsible for the development of the move-
ment in the other parts of the world. We;find
that Asiatic countries are considered by the
author to be good fields for further mission-
ary work through Adult schools,

The movement has
impetus to freedom of discussion and
freedom of thought. Itis foung that many
Churches now allow Bible classes and other
meetings for the free discussion of religious
problems,

The enthusiasts of the movement are now
face to face with a great and real difficulty,
During the long years of its work the Adult
school spread literaly amongst’the masses.
People have begun thinking as to what
purpose the movement can now be usefully
turned, since schools have now given the
privilege of literacy to every child of the
British Isles. The solution seems to Jie in
greater spiritual and evangelical work

through the movement. So we see that the
pendujum has to be set round in order to

given considerable
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continue the usefulness and the existence of
the movement. And the Adult school has

now to bein England the centre of religious )

work more than that of educational work.
But this is true only of England. In India
the educational side has ample scope. In
fact the movement is not yet born here and
if the publication ot this book sows the seed
of this movement in this vast country it
goes without saving that it would have
done its work so far as India is concerned.

We once more commend the book to the
readers.

M. H. SYED

LITERATURE

CARL SPITTELER: ° Prometheus, the

Sufferer” Editor, Eugen Diederich, Iena.

It may not be indifferent to remind the
reader as to who Carl Spitteler was. He
lived from 1845 to 1924, and ‘ Prometheus the
Sufferer’ is the last, and the ripest work of
this Swiss. When the poet died it appeared
evident to all that he was the greatest
Swiss poet. That he belongs to the highest—

poetical figures is not vet universally
acknowledged,

Because he lived

; apart from, and even on
defensive terms

ensi with our busy times and
their literary notorieties, little was said

abc_mt him. And this cannot be but a cause
of joy for those who admire this great man
and his works. They still possess in him
something untrivial ~which they may call
their own, and only apprehend the time

when this poet will be dragged into the
literary chit-chat.

The’ Prometheys’
life which was occupi
gle between “ sense
How the poet-

is the epic of his own
ed by a titanic strug-
s and soul-greatness”.
Prometheus more and more
adheres to the latter, and renounces any
gratification offered by the senses that
cannot be conciliated with the service of his
Goddess, the Soul, is shown and described

all along the poem in wonderful and
typical parables.

Itis difficult, well nigh
characterise brie
greatness of th
Spitteler, simpl
tually and arti
of the kind to
would have to

impossible to
fly the originality and the )
€ mythical-epical poem of
y because there is intellec-
stically speaking very little
be found elsewhere. One

0 go back to the Bible, to
Dante and Milton, and still, only isolated

features could be pointed out. = Poetical
Monuments of this sort are missing in the
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i i is its first classi-
literature. Spitteler 1s 1ts 11rs
Gelrrgginc poet. The hinttoits having been
?:fluenced by Nietszche’s quathust;a is nol;
conclusive. Spitteler published his wor

“previously, 1. e. early in his youth, about

f thi 5, and the
@ struggle of thirteen years, an
Issg’e;ftg:)em iés;%nly a ﬁnal.cl‘anhed version
'prfeverse. On the contrary it is the by far
:'nuch more famous sermog—boqk ﬁoutenlc\;tzt%s;
i C in
hich seems to have been U '
gh?ttvreler’s poem, a work ot art which qutzs-
t?e knew and appreciated. The time might
goon come when a feeling lfor_the;)i:nessiré
reatness of Spitteler 1n ! ;
g::?r?gcguld be revealed to our historians
of literature. . H. WETZEL,

(Translated by F. Benoit)

ENGLAND. By James
Hﬁ/lgrigél%ﬁlen(\l)xford University Press 2/.
Haji Baba in England 1sda del:jghtful
itten, in a vivid and racy
trta‘llslog'll‘lt?e g:;tttzd{tion of the book appear-
Zdy vs;e are told, so long ago as in 18ﬁ8, from
the pen of James Merier, and it has Sve;
remained popular with thatx:t tcxtaaasrsir?é re;(a; e;rn
re never weary o
:ohnoesa; observation or two, and a ff:ﬁgil;
criticism of the ways and mannersoI their
nation as depicted by a straqggr.d nt ?he
one is not intrequentl_y reming ﬁ o the
Chinese philosopher, ot Goldsmith, aﬁ
runs his eyes across the pages of this Ctargl&
ing book. But what is more important a 1d
iggthe point besides, 1s "thiﬁ)iréef;ew:girit
i or, has 1m ]
ZI?QC&JZZn?r;Zm of the true believer of the
Blf;;?idegoap?:;.hahani, as the author ht(e):li
i some consequence, w
ser tlzv?tt?ltahne %irsian Embassy to England
?)enthe Shah of Persia. The.ﬁfty two chatll)ters
i yto which the book is divided are e.':lch an
u;) rvation upon the life of the Englis main
otsehome and abroad. One cannot help
;ondering at the very piquant way 1In

j i scribes the whole busi-
which tlgefif:?)ilt g]e;;:rbe fairly said that the
ggzsk. is a perfect study in the psycholcl)gy of[
an Eastern mind and to such a toleran
easy learn-what you-may-when you-can-rsle?-
sort of atmosphere e:gtends over the }‘)1\’ ohe
book, that oneis dtlshposed to finish the

at a stretch. -
Wt'll?(l)ebgosouli'e the Isphahani finds a different

world altogether; but he has got nothing
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highest admiration for the ways
Zgiithiilstitﬁtious ol the English, a fact
which he bears tfull testimony to, in
his last chapter, when he_ returns hglx(rle
atter the Embassy: one thing that rstrl es
the poor bewiidered Easterner, dﬂ(:il‘ is
the atmosphere of periect liberty prevailing
everywhere and the almost phenomenal
respect paid to womanhood 1n general, .
All his honest quaint stervathns make
very interesting readmg.‘ L'hus tor 1qstan%e,
his first dinner at the Caravanseral as de
cails the Hotel at Plym_oulh wl’yxeye he haqf—
les ‘these instiuments of torture’ s.e. the_:_kmhe
and the tork for the first time in his ht% th.e
perfect, gradual way, in which he and his
triends take up to bear, and then falling ui
love—not to say the least—are the mos
amusing incidents and fuil of a rich tole%m
humour; as for instance when he descrl; els
the English waiter with his bill; .orba tm e
wayside tlirtation, he 1s quite at his les‘.j -
One gets a pleasing view ot ‘Eng an i
the early thirties of the I9th century bZer-
what is most important, the lsp.ahagn o ser-
vations, leave us a{.tex; thevrg?dmg 1s over,
i etter and a little wiser.
ht‘[A“:uti) that i1s where the success of bo;)_ks.
like ‘Haji Baba in England’, qftt:an ;?)r
and we must congratulate the publxsl, e{i
reissuing this deiightful httlel\tlr.alsf §§{ED

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
FUNDAMENTALISM Versus MODER-

NISM. By Vanderioan, The H. W.

Wilson Co, New York.

Ancient tribes used to fight .arr%ongst‘
themselves to ascertain the superlqnty ot
their respective Gods, and the superior Go.d
belonged to the victorious tribe.. That this
fighting spirit is not dead in us is confirmed
by what is going on before us amongst the
civilized Christians in America. A goo.d
deal of ink has been wasted over it. It is
too early to say whose the victory is to be.
In the book before us, “Fundamentalism
Versus Modernism,” Mr. Vanderloan has
attempted to present to the impartial obser-
ver both sides of this burning question by
collecting together a large number of arti-
cles written by the leading warriors on
either side,
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To define in clear terms “Fundamenta-

ism” is difficult as not all theological
conservatism can be properly called
Fundamentalism. But as regards “ Moder-
nism” it is a proper appellation. Now the
fight between these two parties is about the
interpretation of the Holy Bible—the fallia-
bility or the infalliability of the whole
book. The Modernist accepts the Coper-
nican theory of the world; he does not lay
great stressfor his religion of Jesus upon the
miracle stories; he is prepared to deny
with the evolutionist the Biblical represen-
tation of a series of special acts of
creation. The Bible to him does not teach g
a single harmonious system of doctrine, to
him it is only a long development of the
Hebrew and Christian religion. With the
literary critic of the Bible, he would say
that many books of the Scripture are not
throughout reliable history. Nor does the
Modernist believe in the virgia birth of
"Jesus; he believes that Jesus was born, in
marriage at Nazareth; and finally he has
his own way of explaining the bodily resur-
rection of Jesus.

Now let us look at the other side of the
picture. The late Mr. Bryan one of the
warmest exponents of Fundamentalism takes
first the inerrancy of the Bible, *“ [t is
declared to be not only true,” he would have
it, “lent” an essential doctrine of the word
of God and our standards, that the Holy
Spirit did so inspire, guide and move the
writers of the Holy Scripture as to keep
them from error”. So to the Fundamentalist
every word of the Bible is true. The
Fundamentalist, in spite of this fact, has
assimilated the Copernician astronomy, but
denies the evolution theory. As My, Bryan
would have it, the theory is a mere guess.
For does not evolution contradict the Bible ?
Does it not throw overboard the whole
system of doctrine built on the fall of Adam
and Eve? *No fall, no real problem of sin ;
no sin, no need of salvation; no salvation,
no Divine Redeemer and no Christianity.”
“Evolution,” says he, “is a change brought
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by internal force without
motion.” “It is caus

b.elief in the First Cause.” Great Scientists
like Lord Kelvin and Sir

external aid or

flccount for things ag they are.

What! exclaims the Fundamentalist, “Man
descended from the apel” Beside him
stand a number of scientists who dis.
believe in the Darwinian theory of the
descent of man., He quotes a German ap-
thropologist to shew that “apes are to be re.

ate branches of the human

Again,

: cannot prove that a single
Species has changed.” And when Professor

Huxlefy. wrote, ‘“‘our acceptance of the
Darwinian hypothesis must be provisional,
so long as one link in the chain of evidence
1S wanting,” and when Professor Fleish
Mann of Erlangan would g0 so far as to
say, in the realms of nature the Darwinian
theory has not a single fact to confirm it "
and  Vichroue, the great  pathologist,
speaks strongly against thijs ape-evolu-
thl:l of man, when no less than the
eminent geologist, Sir William Dawson of
Montreal proclaims this doctrine as one of
the “Strangest phenomena of humanity »
and when Haeckel, the German scientist
avers tt.le doctrine “ as ap error and cannot
be maintained,” the Fundamentalist asks
whether he is not right in considering this
evolution theory as “ guess, ”

Next, the Fundamentaljst must have the
m1raculou§ conception of Jesus, as he wants
to establish the pre-existent Divinity of
Jesus who took on ‘human nature’ from hig

hould a trye Christian,

: s believe in the bodily

resurrectlczn of Jesus ; otherwise he feels

tl'mat }ae would be deprived of supreme

ili%n ”glven by God of the truth of Christia-
y.

Mr. Vanderlaon

bas tried to rese
well both sides of Present very

the question inthe first

al, thereby ruling out a
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four parts of the book. viz, ‘General st'cus—,
sion,” ‘ The Bible, ‘Science anq Relglon;j
and ‘Miracles.” The fifth part is devote
to a discussion on the position of ’the
Modernist in the orthodox chfxrch. Che
Modernist here finds himself in a false
position. He assents to a forn.mlated cre‘ed
which in‘fact, he.does not bel'xeve. For.m-
Virgin Mary being
stance, he assents to a eing
the mother of Jesus, a fact he doe
not believe. Here he lacks ) boldgess
to walk out of the Church. ”He oes‘
not want to destroy the Church he says
in his defence, and the false posmox} 1’5)
persisted in as the “lesser ?f tx.;vo evils.
“ The use of creeds permissive ms.tead of
obligatory,” is the solution of t}.me dlﬂiculrtly
says the letter to the Alun.ml from ]t e
Faculty of Episcopal Theological School at
idge Mass. .
Ca;l]c?ordygvictory in the field as we.sa.ld,
determined in days gone by the superlonty
of the tribal gods. To determine the superi-
ority of gods in later times, we have the
crusades of the Christian world : then came
the Reformation battles between the Pro-
testants and the Catholics. En‘ough blood
has been shed in the name of religon. Man
has, it has to be admitted, become more
civilized and now it is a battle' of the pens,
and the fields are the pul.)hC .piatforms.
Victory is not yet in sight. in this contro-
versy. No less than Sir Oliver Lodge whom
the Fundamentalist has quoted to upset the
evolution theory declares that the. Boo!{ of
Genesis to which he attributes infalliabi-
lity, “is not a book of scifance. It wasa
wonderful book of poetry with a great deal
of poetic truth.”

Until Science and Religion shake hands,

until man has realised religion as a matte‘:r
of the individual and a vast latitude is
given to the views and opinions of peo;?le,
there would not be an end to this war which
began with the beginnings of Man.. But
Victory is sure. When darkness vanishes
Light must come, and the truth, every one
will follow.
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We consider that Mr. Vanderloan’s
attempt to present clearly the position of
these two contending parties has been
successful. A  copious bibliography is
appended to the volume. T.S.C.

Christianity and Socialism

JESUS OR BARABBAS.By Wilfred Monod.
Librairie Stock, Paris.

The author of this collection of articles,
speeches, and sermons is certainly one of
the noblest exponents of to-day’s Frenc'h
liberal Protestanism. The title of this
volume is an invitation to the public to so!ve
the famous dilemma put before the Jewish
mobh by the Roman procurator of yore. For,
says Monod, “ The Jews not only Qreferred
Barabbas to Jesus, but a few centuries ]z}ter,
when Constantine called the council of Nicea
where a choice was to be made between
the Gospel and Christianity, Jesus was
again discarded.” Passing over to modern
times we see. that neither the Roman
Christianity nor the Protestant one 'a_re z'1b1e
to put an end to poverty anfi mlhtarls.m.
Still all hope is not lost since a third
variety, Social Christianity claims to have-

found a new synthesis by “shifting salva-

tion from the plane of dogma and rite over
to that of a spiritual relationship of the poor
with Christ, and uniting thus all those who
adhere to the Sermon on the Mount without
racial, political, social, or confessional
discriminations. To discard this axiom
means voting for Barabbas.” The first
section of the book deals with the Free-
Thinkers who are not always free
thinkers but often intolerant and secta-
rian atheists. Another chapter expounds
the morals of the gospel. The next
fifty pages show us“how to become a * social
christian,’ and ever a ‘ socialist christian’”,

Climates are different on the surface of the
globe, hence the necessity of exchange of
product, hence industry, commerce, and
war. Hence also sweated-labour, slave.
trade, colonialism, and incidentally Prosti-
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tution, alcoholism and opium. “Must it reall
be 5(3?"’ asks Monod. Does the necessity 03;
providing the human race with all its needs
for the pursuance of its material existence
physically involve the degeneration and
fierce destruction of men? Somethj
must be wrong in the organism of socimg
and some one has to be held responsib} e;y,
the mistake if it is merely a mis:take o
not,. then shall we side with infinit s
christians?” There Monod’s logi W
quence breaks. gleal se-
Yet, unfortunately, Christianity ag
Yhole seems to have been mostly o ha
sxd.e of the responsible. There hlavenbt :
reliable the different churches under feen
counter-currents of justice and charit e
Jeast there have been many reactin . a't
vi'duals. But one has to confess andngd]_
himself concedes, that since t,he davormd
ponstantine, Christianity has roug’h]v N Z Ef
ing voted for Barabbas. Andin spiie pf Z}l)'-
lofty views, his uncompromising atfit c;S
towards the powers of his rhind uh.e
appeal to union, tolerance and chari; in
one and his true Christian spirit M):)’ 13
finally recommends the same choice ,:0
if he does so it is simply because tl.1e n'd
no other choice to make for any onereh‘S
brought face to face with the vital pro‘; o
of this world, insists on solving it withi e
limits of the Christian church at any e
It is there however that the pro;'et'ct?'Sti
French logical mind should have he]pég
Why go on trying to reconcile oil anci
Vfrater ? There cannot be a greater contradj
tion ‘than between these'two terms Westelc‘
civilisation and the doctrine of Chr’ist. Chr'rr;
taught and practised utter non-violen;
renonncement of riches, love of man and’
overlooked patriotism altogether. W};ere
the whole history of Eurcpean nationsu E:S
the present day shows the organizatio: (;
Chris.tian Society to be based on worsh(')
of private property, conquest and a(:curnu]lap
t\o.n of riches by unrestrained violence—
scientific exploitation of weaker classes and’
races, patriotic fanaticism. And there is no
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. .Zoroaster and Mohammed
Integral salvation,
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saying that the Stat
Church another, Whe

be separated the C
the nation which s

When they happen to

Church conscioug Olfll;Dm(;S the State and the
€r dependence tow
ards

the State or nation c i
g ompromises all a
alone.letoufsCcome t')ack to Christ and Cll?rr]i§£
e ourse!l " Every honest man has
nOmChriSt.m Some way or other, and th
non-chri t;]a'ns have up to now succeedefi
b ! tls than most others, Yet let u
pevare of e Church and Churches, | .
arabbas, m e
With the utmost
b espect for the
biass:g‘ag:(gl have 'to define his positr;z:l:;
i He lrr::rely dismisses current econo-~
ot e m ore of_ten religious prejudices
of his o ulg?s n a few. As a corollar ,
O put lt:g Christ .and even the Christiafl
b naturaﬁa exclusive way to salvation
i thy brought to ignore the possi-,'
MO goi ‘:r chann‘els. “The effort of
the line of lesser restotanes. a e (oHOWed
ihe 1 ce. nd this i
passeg ::(sised through the Hebrew peo];;;]ee
My nd lzzsses through Christ. He wi]i
vays pa rough our lives, for divergen
as taken by Confucius, Buddhaty
do not reach
regeneration of indi-
Elsewhere, he under-
e'd'ly a pacifist—a dis.
bilitation of legitimate

Of the armies. Sha“[ Ob}e(:t
thal Illy CODSCIGHCE 1Otb1ds me to k]‘l “]y

fellow creatures? It can a i
:;);ll}:)nv; t:hat :h.ey should b;sokilfl(:;itfxdlfms
mother my duty weuny e g O Y
m v . e to
tgssgig:llle available means. [f I?::i?:g )
me]anChdl n:ty only consolation will be the
pelan Cho}; attitude that between two evils/
L have Shoue;g bthe lesser one.” Of course
e transformed, and should

stand on the side of 1j
they always do, right. We know that

Wilf'red Monod, a man
ends his appeal in the fo

viduals and society

takes—though profess
creet and politic reha
defence i. e.

of a robust faith,
rm of a would-be

as one thing and the.

hurch remains 3 part of :
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Christianity by describing the League of
Nations, as “ the poignant and sublime wish
of the peoples to be a society, a family.”
The last achievement of this imstitution,viz.
the opium performance is still too fresh
in our memory to allow us to share his
enthusiasm.
FERNAND BENOIT

The Art of Contemplation

THE ART OF CONTEMPLATION.
Translated by E. Allison Peers. The Society
{or Promoting ChristianKnowledge, London.

The Art of Contemplation is the work of
an early Franciscan martyr, Ramon Lull,
who was known to hisown thirteenth cen-
tury, as well as to later ages, as the ‘Apostle
of Africa.” He was a man of erudition,
devotion, energy, patience, practical-
.mindedness, and unconquerable zeal.

Balanquerna, the hero of Lull’s romance,
has reigned long as Pope, but never once
has he forgotten his earnest desire to live
the life of a hermit. He calls together his
cardinals, therefore, acquaints them with his
intention of resigning his high office, and
after taking affectionate leave of them all,
clothes himself in the garments of humility,
commends his successor 1o God, and leaves
the city of Rome. We follow him to his
new abode—-a quiet retreat in the vicinity of
an ancient chapel-—and see him in his cell,
attended only by one servant, a deacon who
loves him so greatly thathe has refused to

leave him. It is here that Balanquerna be-
takes himself to contemplation, the first
fruits of which are giventous in The Art of
Contemplation.

It has its golden passages also, passages
unrivalled for eloquence, even in the earlier
book ; prayers which beat upon the very
gates of Heaven. Its aim is to teach men
to love, to teach men to pray—the rest will
follow.

This bonk which we have before us is a
practical manual, a text book of method.

16
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It -was. written to be followed and practised
as Lull himself had practised it.

He passes it on, therefore, to others, paus-
ing nevertheless to warn them by his own
expetience not 1o be content with anything
less than practice.

The theology of the At of Contemplation
is orthodox, and calls for no special
comment.

The main object of the book is to impress
on the mind of people the importance of the
fact that the love and service of God is man’s
very life. “ He who loves not lives not.”

No writer has ever made virtues seem
more real, The striking mark of Lull’s style
in this book is its originality. Anyone who
has read the great Spanish mystics of the
sixteenth century will appreciate this.

M. H. SYED

The Voice Within

THE VOICE WITHIN: A study of
conscience. By George Dickson Owen.
The Stratford Company, Boston.

It is a booklet of six chapters dealing with
such subjects as God's image in Man, the
need of enlightenment, the umpire, our
moral Education, troubles and admoni-
tions. Itis writtenina plain lucid style and
is meant for a layman whose ethical in-
sight into the problem of conduct is not
scientific but religious. The author aims at
helping an average reader to have some
clear notion of what conscience is and how
is this to be distinguished from a diseased
will which is expressed in procrastination
and habitual delinquency.

As a basis for moral conduct and right
thought he fully explains man’s relation with
his Creator and inspires him with the funda-
mental principle which is generally ignored
that man is made in the image of God:
“Into the physical elements was breathed
the Breath of Life. Were aspiritually bone
of His bone and flesh of His flesh, having

a similar nature, capable of goodness and
can judge Right and Wrong . Discussing
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the necessity of moral life the author pithily
remarks, “There is nothing that is right
that does not contribute to Happiness, even
th'e severest self-sacrfiice. The Abundant
It,lfe is always found in the way of good-
liness. Holiness means wholeness.”™

In the first chapter the author has raised
many thoughtful questions but in the
sequel as one expects, he has not thrown
enough light on them.

In answer to the question “Why do people

backslide ” he says, “ Conscience speaks,
but the will does not act.

bu ‘ The next time
1t1s easier not to act

. when the impulse
comes, if we wait, parley, put off and linger
}nstead of acting instantly we grow weaker
in character. We feel the tinge of cons-
cience, we feel the pressure, but lack in de-
cisive action and procrastination tends to
bezcome a habit. Practice makes perfect in
Right or Wrong and less effort is needed as
we proceed.” It is an interesting little book
and will be really useful to one who is
struggling to cultivate his moral self,

M. H. SYED.

—_—

POLITICS

Bolshevism and the West

BOLSHEVISM AND THE WEST. Can
the Soviet idea take hold of England
America, and France?—A debate between’
Bertrand Russell and Scott Nearing,
George Allen & Unwin, Ltd. 2s.

This thought-provoking brochure is the
report of a debate that took place between
two stalwarts of thought in the world to-day
one an Englishman, Mr. Russell, and the:
other an American, Mr. Scott Nearing. The
debate took place under the auspices of the
American League for public discussion over
a year ago and the report thereof has beep
published for the benefit of the public,

“Is the form of Soviet Government appli-
cable to western civilisation? ”--such was
the exact subject for discussion. Mr. Scott
Nearing answered the question inthe af-
firmative and went so faras to maintain
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that the Soviet form of government

was an inevitable stage in the transition™

of western society today from a Capitalist

organisation to a Communistic or socialistic

organisation ; for, between Mr. Nearing and
Mr'. _Russen there was no difference of
opu.uo.n as to the inevitability of a
socialistic state if western civilisation
was to be saved.
Mr. scott Nearing's thesis is easily
summarised. First, let us agree as to what
was understood by him by the Soviet form of
government. Mr. Scott Nearing definitely
sets down three essential characteristics of
tha't form of government, characteristics
which differentiate the Soviet form from
E)ther forms of government. With the state
in ‘the west today, power vests in represen-
tatnfes chosen on a territorial basis. In the
Sovxe.t form of government, however, the
con.smuencies are not regional but occu-
pat}onal. The representatives of the Soviet’
legislature represent not this or that town
or locality but this or that group of
workers—the peasants, the metal workers
the weavers and so on. Again—and that is,
the second differentium of the Soviet type
of.gov.ernment‘the Soviet government has
sc1fmt1ﬁcally organised economic life, Just
as in rpodern society, political life has been
scientifically organised so that it is not in
ttfe.power of a single individual or set of in-
d1v1dua‘ls to shape the activities of the state
theSov1'te form of government, has'organiseci
economfc life on scientific lines so that
ec.cmomlc power is not in the hands of
ohgarchy of plutocrats, but is vested "::
tsoc1;e.ty.as a whole. “ The Russians propose
0 ehlmmat_e 'proﬁteering in economics as
characteristic of the Russian

z;czistlem 1s the necessity of every able-bodied.
nitu t t_‘i_ render some service to the commu-
thiy. ' pe Russian constitution contains

s significant phrage: He that will not

work, neither ¢
shall he eat, ” « Under our

S .
“yt;t:rgiof society,” says Mr. Scott Nearing
ggest owner gets return, though hé
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may make no contribution to society.
But because he owns property, he has
great income.”
~ Why should this form of governrqent be
a natural transition to the future form of
stable government in western society t_oday?
Mr. Scott Nearing’s answer is found in the
failure of the Capitalist system. Tha} ‘th.a\t
system has failed or is doomed to fail is,
to Mr. Nearing, beyond doubt. Indeed, he
had no need to argue that point. Mr: Ru§-
sell himself had done that for hirn.m hts
The Prospects of Industrial Crviltsation.
Others, too, have confirmed Mr. Russell’s
forebodings— the Webbs in thefir The {)e;qy
of Capitalist Civilisation and Signor Nlm in
his Decadence of Europe. Further evidence
there is in the Dawes Report, if one wants
it. “International war, class war, c'xv1l
war, and bhard times are the thrge _b.atte'rm;g’
rams that are destroyving your c1vm'sat1<‘)‘n.
“Go 1 say,” concludes Mr. Nearing, .all
over western Europe when Capitalism
breaks down, as it must, there will be t.he
dictatorship of a group of industrial
workers under a highly organised and
sternly disciplined party like the .Comr.nun-
ist party in Russia, and they w1.1l bmlfi a
society based on economic constlt'uenges,
and they will organise under engineering
scientific direction the econamic life of the
world, and we will have a new social orde.r
which we might call communism of soCl-
alism, but the transition stage to that new
social order will be characterised by the
essential charaterictics of the Soviet form of
government.” .
Mr. Bertrand Russell's answer to this
severely logical conclusion is that it 'is
neither logical—the premises being unsatis-
factory—nor, even if logical, acceptable
because human society is governed by other
forces as well than that of mere logic. In
the first place, he points out, the condi-
tions in Russia do not obtain in the coun-
tries of the West—America and DBritain
and Germany and France. The position
here was an all powerful despot vs. &
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ground down demos, the Russian society”
Moreover, having been mainly an agricul-
tural one in a very elementary stage of
development. The conditions in Russia
prior to the revolution were favourablg ' for
a successful revolution. But the conditions
in, say, America, are not so. In the. latter,
the majority are educated, constituting an
efficient aristocracy. In such countries, a
revolution will bring about, not the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat nor Sovietism,
but, as the example of ltaly showed, Fas-
cism. The only alternative to the emergence
of Fascism in such countries is Barbarism.
“ Revolution is applicable to societies,” says
Mr. Russell, “ata certain elementary stage
of development. But when they become s0
organic as our developed industrial socleties
have become, revolution means too much
destruction. It would mean obviously, in
the course of it, destruction of all our indus-
trial plants, bombs dropped on power sta-
tions and all the rest of it, and it would
mean that half of our population would starve
and the remainder would be unable to apply
industrial methods because the industrial
plants would be gone.” To Mr. Russell, logi-
cian though he is, life is not a problem in
logic. Our outlook today, unlike that of those
who lived when Hege!l dominated the world
of thought, should, he says, be biological, not
logical. Human society, Mr. Russell insists
again and again, is ‘“a thing that grows, a
thing that develops like a tree, a thing that
has a life by itseif, a thing that moves in a
certain manner not prescribed by the laws
of logic or reason, but prescribed by the
law of life.” If, then, society is not to be
improved by revolution, how shall we im-
prove it? By evolution. That is Mr. Russell’s
answer. ' If we are diligent, if we are
wise and eloquent and patient,” says Mr,
Russel], “ we can persuade the populations
of the Western world, even during peace
and during prosperity that the existing
economic system is not the best, and that
will do well to adopt the methods of they
socialism. That is a slow task. There is



120

no short and quick road to the millennium.
You cannot get there through a fiery
gateway that suddenly opens up intoa happy
valley. Human society moves towards
good things slowly, towards bad things
fast.” He has great faith in human nature
and his faith in human capacity is, if any-
thing, greater. Under industrialism, Mr.
Russell has held that by working four
hours a day every man and woman may
secure everything they essentially require
for their biological survival. So bright are
the prospects of a well-ordered industrial
society. The rest of the day every one
might utilise to satisfy his cultural and
artistic or other human cravings., “We are
only in the infancy of the industrial system,
Our habits are not adapted to it. When
we have those habits of thought, then we
shall adopt the methods that Mr. Scott
Nearing and I have in common.” The
acquisitive instinct is not less strong in
those who get less than in those who
get much more and those “ who have
a fair amount of money are quite
willing to take strong measures to get
more money.” “Why should you as-
sume,” asks Mr. Russell, “that those who
have less money will not become equally
ready to take such measures? It is only a
matter of getting the same energy and the
same enterprise and the same imagination
spread over more widely throughout the
population. And that is a thing which you
may hope to see coming about,”

Between these opposing  views of
Mr. Nearing and Mr. Russell—are

they
so opposing after all?~~what is he lay
student of affairs to choose ? Well, to

our mind he is spared g3 good dea]
of difficulty in that he is ip a position
to accept both. He will send as his
first emissary Mr. Russel] to warn the
privileged against the dangers of a (oo
selfish policy on their part. Mr. Rusself
and his successors in the apostolate of
industrial evolution are hopeful that they
would succeed in making their gospel
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accepted by all,

If they succeed, well and,
good.

There is an end of the difficulty,
If they do not, we shall appeal to Mr. Scott
Nearing and those of his way of thinking
to preach revolutionarism ; for, then, revo-
lutionarism would have become inevitable,

evolution and the evolutionists having
failed.

P. V.

The Slavery of our Times

THE SLAVERY OF OUR TIMES. By
Leo Tolstoy. C W. Danie} Ltd. London.

In this book is described how

Tolstoy’s
well

-known principle of Non-Resistance is
related to economic and political life. The
main thesis of the work is that there exists

at present a slavery whose fetters are not
by any means less real

than its counterpart of a ce
that the only way out of it is to revise our
ideas regarding the rationale of capitalism.
legislation and government. The conclu.
sion reached is that the existing socia
structure is built upon and is backed by
violence and unlegs that is swept away
there is no hope of doing away with “ the
slavery of our time.”

The translation from the Russian i
rendered by Aylmer Maude who writes alsc
an appreciative introduction, The autho
starts with ga telling story of the goods
porters at Kursk Station in Moscow wh
worked thirty hours at a stretch and point
out society’s callous indiffere
perish, The feeble arguments of th
“ economists”, the bankruptcy of th
socialist ideal, are pext analysed,

The rest of the book is devoted to ex
plaining the character of modern slavery
the causes of such enslavement, and th
methods to destroy them. The main argu
ment may thus be summarised, The slaver
of our time cogsists in the lack of land, th
imposition of taxes, and the increased an
unsatisfied needs ; the two first condition
drive man to compulsory labour, while th

or less rigorous
ntury back, and

nce while mes

(
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L e
third “ the firmest and mdst 1rremova;]l?m
cause of slavery, ” decoys him and keelp e
atit. Laws constitute the cause of sla

&'ESpecially those about land, taxes and pro-

ert And “ Laws are rules made b):
geopyl-e who govern Dby means' of orgav:iltzh
d violence, for non-cc.)mphan.ce S
ehich the non-complier is subjecte to
glows to loss of liberty, or ev;: oo
being,murdered.” As laws are ma

from
" governments, people can not be freed

slavery by the abolition of Gc')verlnn;iinyts“.]a;r;
the last chapter is ktlolcli \:(ki\:rt t)sfaﬂ:z Iy mace

ili ele ‘
f)z[\)?rlzliltzil;nt?vlisvebrietnt how thismay Ee etiftct?s

a refusal to share or take p
::)r\?euril:nental activity of any szrft,ait: ff;;
(axes directly or indirectly, to "f ls ain from
appealing to “ governmental viole ce” for
the protection of one’s possession
i r his near ones. _ N

de\fis’r;m?l:;r:a(c)iing the book'certam. q‘iah?;ﬁ_
tions have to be kept iﬁsn::]rld;galz‘;rsst orogani_,
ome of Tolstoy’s axtac hea . gant

i f society have no justification a
Iz)itelsoetx:)day. Whatever migh.t havekl:f??vt}:
conditions when he wrote his boo' l1 s
i —it has to be conceded that abo
;1“ Igci)r(:nproved its position substantially
d?us-ing the quarter of the century tthataik:?sst
followed. Secondly the argumenCl iipita_
the regime of private prcc;lpe;;yi:;lsn L capita
i as now lost mu force,
ith:;e ?nstitutions hav§ more t'han vx:éhc:ft;(:
themselves. In Russia, f'or mstanert, frer
the recent cataclysr.n, private proplutiyOnary
capitalism, though in a fit of rewl))(:en nary
fury e o o\ pedestal, under the
stated on their orl . tal, under the
New Economic Policy. Lenin and

i ly confessed their failure to
(s;l)icx;a;:)e:t:ctttl::seyinstitutions. Micha?‘l. Far-
bman declares in his After L.enm that “in the
end the New Economic ]Etohcy .not only.' led
to a practically complete liberation of private
enterprises from all attempts of the State t(o
regulate them, but nearly .5ucceef:1ed in
permeating the state enterprises with the
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spirit prevailing in private ones,” and that
“ Capitalisin never enjoyed better chances
in the Russian than today.” With the les-
sons of the Russian experience hefore us it
is safe to conclude that the possibilities of
capitalism are not ended. As .Mussolini
puts it, “ It (capitalism) is not simply and
solely an accumulation of wealth, it is an
elaboration, a selection, a coordination of
values which is the work of centurit.as.” (Life
of Mussolini, by Margherita Sal.'fat.tu). While
criticising, this aspect of capitalism ought
not to be forgotten.

But, leaving aside limitations, let it be
understood that Tolstoy had prominently
in his mind only the Russian conditions
when he could see nothing but abject
misery around him, workers toiling for. 37
hours sans intermission.. women wor.kmg
under abominably insanitary sorroundlngs,
infantile--why, adult ac .well«.mortalny
mounting up to an appalling figure, th‘e
reason why his philosophy went so far ig

i rehensible.
re?rdhl:ay ;Oe[::ures that the Rus§ian thinker
advocates may raise the question whether
the limitations of human natufe are taken
into consideration. Alrea‘dy h'lS main sug-
gestion is being tried in this _count.ry in
good earnest. But it is hardly fair to judge
its success from the result of 1‘t‘s flrst 1m’-’
pact on the modern regim'e of “ violence
Possibly the future may gwg us an ?ﬂswer,

Manpy of the phenomena in R}JSSla that
evoked Tolstoy’s protest have their parallels
in India. The arguments brought ‘forv\'ra.rd
against them are of special 'apphcablhty
here at this juncture. We heartily commend
this book to our readers.

L. A.N.

MISCELLANEOUS
Crime in India
CRIME IN INDIA. By S. M. Edwards.
Oxford University Press Rs. 6
Crime tn India is a book with a purpose,
that purpose being to run down the Indian
politician. Crimes and criminals are only
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pawns in this attempt. Their ostensible treat-
ment furnishes the occasion for inciting a
savage attack on the intelligentia of the
country. The masses of India have no sense
of state responsibility and thereby uncons-
ciously connive at crimes. The educated
few are in connivance bent on defying law
and order. That is the slogan of Mr.
Edwards. Every page of the book bears
witness to this preconceived idea of the
author. The real value of the publication
may be gauged by a sentence at the end of
the book : “ Yet the Indian Policemen, who,
because they were true to the salt of an
alten Government were savagely battered
and burat alive at Chauri-Chaura, Sholapur
and other places”. The italics are mine.
It was not the Indian pagoda tree that was
shaken to enable others to gather thespoils!
It was the hard earned penny of the Britisher
that has been shipped to distant India to
enrich the barren soil of this country. The
administration is maintained by stipends
from the British Exchequer and its army,
navy and the Policemen receive their pay
from English revenues. India is another
Palestine and a worse one at it and
the poor tax-payer of Great Britain has
ungrudgingly contributed to give peace and
plenty to an alien people and doles to the
bureaucracy. Thatis the implication. After
these, why should there be any question
about the inviolable rights of the British
element in the Civil service? The parlia-
ment that finds funds is entitled to dictate
the conditions of employment. How deli-
cious! Itis a pity that their information
was not early available. That would have
saved the expenses of the Public Service
Commission—itis not too late yet.SirMichael
O’Dwyer who is expected to bring out his
magnun opus on India may find fresh
materials in Mr. Edwards book for his theme
of the Englishman’s woes in India; this is
a new variation of the * whiteman’s burden”
and the author of “Crime in India ” deserves
a monument all to himself for the discovery
he has made. It is a refreshing contrast to
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Dadhabai Nowroji’'s and Digby’s treatment,
of the problem of Indian Poverty and their
theory of Indian spoliation.

A bookon criminology is not written by the
process of larding the chapters with official
figures and by enunciating at every turn of
the page pet nostrums about persons whom
tl?e author does not like. It requires a
dlfferenF equipment altogether. A detached
frame gt mind which endeavours to investi-
gate criminal proclivities and temperaments
wk'uch tries to find causation for avoidabl(;
crimes, and explanation for irrepressible
tendencies, which aims at finding solutions
for pr.eveming nascent attempts and for
lessening the frequency and seriousness of
hardened criminals, Its scope should be
Fhe‘ psychology of the criminal intent, how
1t 1s generated, fostered and acted on. I
should also take in hand the study of clas:
propensities, and of tribal predispositions
I have not exhausted the theseis of such
work, but I have said enough to indicat
the direction in which a book of this nature
should develop. One searches in vain in the
book under review for traces of such treat-
megt. The hate voice of the author the
plain politician is everywhere. If it is
counterfeiting or the altering of forged notes
the .Khi'lafat comes in for castigation for"
hav1gg 1ssued innocuous playthings. If itis
dacoity, the political is handy there for the
sermon. Even in the chapter on prostitution
be 1s not absent. I can quote pages to
itlustrate what I have said.

There havebeen lapses here and there into
a correct attitude of mind. The advocacy of
?he cause of the Indian Policeman is one
1n§tance. The author pays a well earned
Fnbutej to their workand pleads for increase
1n their pay. We hear very often about the

exemplary London Policeman, We forget

;hz:; We do not make it possible for his
Ixj ian proto.ty pe 'to come up to the standard.
e:cv‘; Pay, insanitary quarters, insufficent

uragement sum up the life of these men.

Their position i
. must be improved i
to function Properly, if they ate
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Railway thefts are treated by the author

n an unprejudiced manner. We seem to

hink that an improved "' ward and watch”

ystem would prove to be the panacea Of

11 the ends. I was chairman of 2 committee

.onstituted to enquire into the matter. 1

um afraid Mr. Edward’s prescription would

‘all far short of what is needed. Here
igain inadequate pay, indifferent recruit-
nent, inefficient supervision and a great
jeal more have added to the miseries
»f the traveller and the consignors of
zood. The law as interpreted lavs no
adequate responibility for the crime on
‘he administration that has encouraged
laxity and indifference.

The chapter on prostitution is unnecessari-
ly full. Kautilya and Manu, and the edicts
of the Mogu! soverigns have been indented
upon to prove that the sin is as old as the
tand. I dare say it is But the evident
intent to show that immorality was encour-
aged by the state must be deprecated. In
another placelhave essayed to point out that
the earliest recrujts of harlotry were beyond
the seas. The Ramayana, many puranas
and the Smriti of Yagnavalya with Vignes-
wara’s commentaries tend to establish
that the Apsaras or the sea-women were the
first Sadarana or common women of India.
It is distinctly stated that they became
common property because neither the suras
not the Asuras would have them for
wives. This subject cannot be dealt with
satisfactorily here. I refer to the
historic origin to dispel the theory of the
author. I am inclined to the view that the
connection with temples was due to an
attempt to reform their lives. Some accepted
the invitation; others refused. Generally,
the lives of the sisters outside influenced the
lives of those within. In this way a clan
of women of some recognised status in
religious ceremonies sprang up. The system
is wholly inexcusable. It has brought tem-
ple worship into disrepute. It has brought
to the notion itself undeserved odium. But
a writer who rakes up old records to
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exhibit to the world that the Indian has
been from time immemorial a sinful man,
ought, in common fairness, to draw attention
to attempts made from time to time to stamp
out the evil. From the earliest days when
it was found that the evil existed, syste-
matic endeavours to segregate had been
adopted. It was felt to be a necessary evil.
I admit the remedies adopted were inade-
quate. But there can be no question that
neither the state nor the public conscience
regarded harlotry as anything but repre-
hensible.

The book is a disappointing one. Its
partiality is apparent. But even from such
an unbalanced writing good can be had.
The catalogued crimes are many and varied.
Some of them, especially those relating to
prostitution, should engage the serious
attention of the leaders of thought. There
should be an organised move to eradicate
it. In other directions also, a truer sense of
national responsibility should enable us to
sternly root out false ideas of patriotism by
unflinchingly and unequivocally condemn-
ing secret assasinations and organised
looting. India will go down rapidly, if
even the slighest encouragement is held out
to perpetuation of secret dastardly murders
whatever may be the motive behind it.

T. V. SESHAGIRI IYER

The Technique of Journalism

JOURNALISMFOR PROFIT. By Michael
Joseph. Foreword by Sir Philip Gibbs
Hutchinson & Co., London. 6 s,

Mr. Michael Joseph is an accomplished
professional in the technique of journalism,
and in this book, he gives out the secret of
the art he so successfully practises to those
aspirants to the profession and others who,
in their odd hours, wish to write to the
Press for profit. The hook, as Sir Philip
Gibbs says in his foreword, is “a guide
book for the journalistic aspirant which
will be enormously helpful to young writers.
It is, I believe, the first book of its kind, and
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be possible than to move in a crowded room or a
mob-packed street. Yet we still boast of the increase
of population in our home town, and complain if the
census reveals a check!

.That 1s to say, the city civilisation is all

right when it is but a healthy complemen-
tary to a vigorous rural civilisation. The
great cities in the ancient world were great
because they drew their nourishment from
wl}at for the time appeared, as it was main-
tained as, a perennial source of supply of
such nourishment in a healthy countryside
D'r.‘T_'agg)re’s beautiful theory of the cit);
cwxhs_atlon in ancient India which was set
forth in these columns some time back was
built up on this stable balance between
and mugu_al dependence each on the other’
of our cities and centres of rural life, As’
soon as that balance and mutual depen-
dencq on healthy lines was disturbed, life
both in the city and in the countr’yside
became intolerable. )

What Gandhism stands for

Mahatma Gandhi’s movement in India,
few people realise, is meant and calculated
to restore this disturbed equilibrium bet-
ween city and country life. Mahatmaji
realises, as no one else has done, that the
root cause of modern economic ;naladies
the basis of worse maladies, is the distur-’
bance of this economic equilibrium be-
tween city and country life. Unity, which
has madt_a itself justly renowned ,for its
sympthetic and penetrating study of Gan-

dbhism in America, fully reali .
. y e
It writes: y realises this fact,

The abandoned countr

side a .
street are only two sidesy M be crowded ety

of a single sociological pr
lgleen;‘.eg gs(t)[(;ltgt%re t'(:.be kept on the land, t%eya HE;LOSE
e cities, if people areto b i
out of the cities, théy must b rained
. e acco
on the land! Whatis now a rushing ste;g?xlxrjdfated
country to city must be turned back, a st

bution effected which shall be P4 fhus a distri-
equtable. i
of the problem has been workeé1 out ean(’irhderasn(:):lltlg(ej?d1

by Mahatma Gandi as great a statesman a

Is a noble spiritual prophet in his attem st he
stem the invasion of India by western civili;z) ti o
and at the same time restore and glorif “he
native culture of his country. What he seyk tktle
do, as we know, is to close the factory and pitstho
;_nachlne in the home, In the still simple life of the
ar East, this means the spinning wheel in the vil| :
home or isolated farm-house in place of the reatlage-
in the city factory. The Indian worker c§n th s bo
farmer and spinner at the same time—and in th e
place, on the land_l We see this policy of Khadde san{e
as a weapon against English rule, but in and thrgz o[rll it
is this mightier purpose of social as well as poli%i “l:
salvation. No statesman in any age ever conceivega
loftier or more practicabte vision, and if Gandhi ca:
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impress his idea upon his people, he will deliver them
from ali the lll_that‘has engulfed our world and threat-
ens to engulf his, For us, of course, the remedy is nQt
SO slmple,, or atleast must take another form. The
M_ah,a’tma $ program is iIn this country the “Garden
City idea, as it has beeu achieved in a tew model
Industries, and as it is being teatatively projected on =
vaster scale by Heory Ford. That this is the only or
the whole remedy is of course absurd, but it 1s the first
and absolutely necessary step. Vur industries have
got to be taken out into the country. The tactory and
:Illxlel:targ;, like drlghtgousness and peace In the gible,

» made 10 ‘Kiss cach other.” Nothi Se 15
quite so urgeat, at this moment, ierxeéome?t‘;éh;?ﬁgiiise *

Not knowing this tact, unsymyathetic
critics  cavil at Gandhism as auning at
reviving medievai obscrurantism aund pre-
historic barbarism! How can those that
have no eyes to see, see or those that have
no ears to hear, hear?

*In What Does the Wealth of a Nation Consist? ™

Biind worshippers ot wealth without wel-
tare, most peopie miss the esscntial secreis
ot healthy tite. Fortunately, however, even
’worshlppers at the shrine ot Mammon,or at
any rate, even those who were suspecleci to

3(& such, are coming to realise that money-
0es not mean weaith nor even an accumula-

tl(gnﬂ(:et :lgs?jggﬁgchotmml?gly known as riches.
* The well be asked, ‘In w

:ik:::l ;':rdétfn of the Nation consist? ’ ‘fhere is all\}va;ysd ?lf:

i computing wealth in terms of arith '

‘ c metic.
::ng?t:e’ tf)oxl example that Great Britain doubled her
exp o{ b'ul U two milllon houses,demolished slums
anc gd : dc‘k‘he_r people on the land. Suppose she
Brlfai st?lurces of wea{th undreamed of ; would Great
Georgr; me:esfg’ri be Greater Britaint” asks Mr. Lloyd
Moy, 1Xing contribution to the Congregational

“ What, therefore,

constit ¢ i
Keal wealth Lice in o4 stitutes the wealthofa nation?

: eas and ideals. Writers
h N ; leals. riters and poet,
ave contributed as much, if not more, than men oS

it‘lgr::zedseélct)g:s;?u iliqt Rﬂames that scorched Hurope
0 : encn Revoiution. Shelley, the great-
rel;tl ertee\;c:ll[uhu“oer;]atx;y, par{ed the way to the re)il'ormsgof the
c ry. assan said :‘'Th
forgft poetry shall themselves be forgoi.’ people who
Siv welstor{es of David Livingstone and the works of
P as_ter bco;t are worth more than many treatises
on P y1 ics. Hlstox_‘y shows that a nation which has
beliefc iea.r conception of duty, or idea of service, or
survive-ﬂ plr‘;‘mu}ve virtues and eternal truths never
survi s. Lhe Roman Empire was founded on the
" ;;e stoical virtues of early Romans. When pros!
{)h;xny d;stroyed these, the Koman Empire died with®.
wnlea(:;ﬂﬂs;::;;g:}nbgcfi before 4 more primitive ana
e civilisa stox:y. eece, Persia, Byzantium, Spain all
cr“ T;n_e pages of history are
sp\ll;idggg l«:‘rx;{nres that put their trust in pomp and
i, a‘nd Il their pomp of yesterday is one with
o Tyre. And why?. Because they ceased to
co 51 ute to the sum of human happiness. They
ceased to be actuated by great ideals. Each Empire

littered with the dust of
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vanished when it ceased to make its contribution and
departed from the simple faith and habits of its
fathers.

“ The greatuess of States is no greater than the
character of the average citizen. If the citizen is
humane, sober, industrious, determined, self-sacrifi-
cing, to that extent does the nation play its great part
in human progress. Wealth lies not in veinsin the
earth, but in the hearts and spirit of the people ; not in
frantic arithmetic of trade statistics, but in stmple
Faith. The periods of greatest prosperity in this
country were the periods of a conception of great des-
tiny and insistence on moral ideals. Prosperity al-
ways follows fidelity to moral qualities and seldom
precedes them,

« What is the future of the British Empire? Why
have we survived? The answer is, because we stood
for great conceptions of Empire, namely, love of
liberty, justice, free institutions for the people.
The expansion of Empire should always mean the
expansion of liberty for subject races. Great Britain
must lead in every crusade. In politics a party with-
out a moral appeal is dead. So isit with Nations.”

Truly, “ weaith lies not in the veins of the
earth, but in the heart and spirit of the
people ; not in frantic arithmetic of trade
statistics, but in simple Falth.”_ How
oriental these ideas sound! They might as
well have been written by Tagore or Gandhi,
but they are the production of ngyd
George. Great minds do indeed think alike,
at least sometimes !

* * *
The Economist as Witness

The tremendous waste of materials no
less than of human energy under the present
system of life in the west has begun to strike
the economist as well as those of preachers
and politicians. Sir Josiah Stamp, the noted
student of economics, one of the tforemost
British statisticians of today, recently point-
ed out the importance of a sense of spiri-
tual responsibility in the individual. His
pronouncement so much struck Mr. Harold
Begbie, the well-known British journalist,
that he uses it as a text for a sermon 1n the
Observer. Here is what he writes:

“ Sir Josiah tells a story which should shock most
people into a state of mind more amenable to truth
than is convenient to political agitators, A ship load-
ing coalina British port was fifty tons short of her
minimum complement at twelve O’ clock on the
Saturday before Whit-Monday.

«To load this fifty tons would have taken only half-
an-hour’s work. The foreman was offered £ 10 to get
the work done and so enable the ship tosailaway. He
refused. He and his workers went off on the stroke
of twelve o’ clock, and the ship remained in the har-
bour till the evening tide on the following Tuesday.
The workmen stuck by their rights.

« The fact that the shipowner lost a large
sum of money did not cause them a moment’s anxiety
Well and good; but how absurd of these workmen
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to say that the capitalistic system has broken
down when they find foreign workmen, who take
less wages and labcur with more patriotic good
will, taking the trade from these islandsl”—

“No man is more valuable to a nation in difficulties
than he who stands outside the arena of party strife and
a !dresses great talents to the discovery of economic
truth. such a wan, lnmy cpiwon, is Sir Josiah Stawp,
whose genius for economics and orgatusation is kuown
to many people, but whose unseciarian passion for
truth is known only to a few of his friends,” continues
Mr. Harold Begbie.

“Sir Josiah believes that it will go very hard with
us unless we rouse our lutellects to deal resotutely
with tire economic facts of our existence. We cannot
continue to drift much longer without running into
great catastrophe, Our present frame of mind 1s one
of pitiable complacency over economic law and &
wholly amazing misconception of the realities of our
situation.

«Such a frame of mind invites disorder. Itis
absolutely essential to our salvation that we make de-
lLiberate choice of a national policy and pursue it with
all the moraland iutellectusl earnestness of a great
people, Indecision alone may destroy us.

“ Whatthat policy should be may be indicated in a
few seantences. We must work harder and actually
produce the real wage we are LOw attempting to take.
1'his will bring down the money cost of living at home
and keep our place in the markets ot the world. Lhere
must be in the nation a far higher exainple than now
eXists of duty and self-sacrifice.

« We must all take life far moreseriously and put
aside many comforts and luxuries which we have come
10 regard as necessary to our peace. We must realise
that the British Hmpire isnotonly afield of almost
iimitiess promise for enterprise and hard work, but a
great moral responsibility eatailing duties of the high-
est kind.

“Qur policy should be one of high and proud
adventure, tempered by a deep conviction that we
are servants of the Divine Will,

“ He deplores in politicians that narrow sectarian
spirit which consults 2 profound science like ecnomics
only to find arguments for 4 party purpose; and he de-
plores the displacement of Mid-V \ctorian earnesiness
by a passion for pleasure pursued loa point which 13
weakening the fibers of English resolution.

“ An awakening to the whole grand facts of human
existence is greatly to be desired, and without some
heightening of our moral and intellectual life it is diffi-
cult to see how we are to surmount the obstacles in our
path. :

«Until the individual becomes conscious of spiritual
responsibility, and feels an intense, sense of duty in his
conscience, and orders hisdays with some religious con-
secration, so ennobling the whole field of his activities,
it is illogical, he thinks, to expect a revival of English
greatness and a return of English prosperity.”

The lesson is plain : Moral greatness isthe
basis of all real greatness and no greatness
is worth striving atter whose fundamental
essence is not spiritual greatness. Truly,
Mind is mightier than Matter, the Spirit
greater than the Spoils of the fray.
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t'he author has done a real service t
journalism, and to its new recruits.” HZ
treats' practically of every aspect of the
techmquE.: of modern journalism, tells you
how to distinguish between news and mere
words, the sources wherefrom news may be
gathered, and how to utilise them; gives
you a clear idea of what intervie:.vs are
and how they are successfally done:
the eguipment that a journalist should pos:
sess in connection therewith, introduces you
to thf..‘ secrets of “ features ; ” shows you the
way in which humorous papers are produ-
cedand how to secure connections withthem
and generally gives you ideas abou;
other aspects of modern journalism and
ho?v. to succeed in - it—pictorial journalism
wriling to the foreign press, syndication)
methods and so on. A most important fea-
ture of the book is its chapter entitlved
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tvf-low_[ make j_ourr?alism pay,”
' enty-two leading Journalists h
gted, a chapter which constit )

ot. valuable experience .
wisdom for the journalisti

to which

ve contri.»
s a record ,
and concentrated |
C aspirant,

A Story Book for Children

M%DRED OF THE PINDLES. By Kitt
Tafrer'ty. Jarrolds, Ltd., Londog é/6y
i~ 2}1:‘15 a boo.k of adventure such as that
. tdren delight to read, A mysteri .
:)ilense-;v:gd,Rpresum{ibly inhabitedyb;n?au's
e nd ef{ [n.tha.ms, an under~gr0un;
caverr » @ house bmlt in the tree-tops—theg
s edjacket POISts oul, provide the ba Slf,
:dvun and the atmosphere in which ix
enturous modern boys and girls plSE:;

their partas h
e€roes ¢ i i
story. and heroines In the

What Thinkers Think

The Glories of a City Civilisation

. It is but natural that as the movement—

Back tq the country”—gains ground, the
protagonists of city civilisation should ,rall
and fight for that which they prize ai
urban industrial civilisation.' Their,ar-
gu.mt.ents cannot be missed by readers of
this journal, for, they are as much current
thought as anything else.

“At bo_tm{n the case of city versus country is sim 1
The choice is carefully made by thousands of e ; le‘
every day. To say that those who choose tllx)e oy
would be better off if they chose the country is fuf"lty
and not borne out by any of the facts,” write ’:4e'
pharle§ Powning Lay, in the North Amer’z'can Ref}f .
ina spmt-ed and vigorous defence of city life o

The writer is not critical of country life bu't record
th‘e advantages of the towns., There i; much t e
§a1d on_both sides—but country people, while maj to'be
ing their own preference and opinion, will lik tn e
what Mr. Lay has to say. , o read

It has never been shown by convincing argum
that the great city is not the best place to Jive erllt
may seen wrong that people in the city (especiall von

and I) should be deprived of that which is so pleitsi,t?u‘i

in the country, namely, space
sing than companionship t;o
maore easy for them to secure
the'great merit of the city ‘is
gation of people in one small s

“ Statistics and i
experience pr i
are better off than those who Sive. it city people

e s . live in the cou i
heath, ln oppo‘rt.upny to make 3 living, in edl;1 tFY_. o
o W.“posmbmty of a spiritual awakénin cation,
Uinot do to measy- b
e ¢ > uce the valye of ity i
e oﬁirx;:tenal things only, for we must bg‘ie CIttyhm
Ogress toward a ki i life that
conmn T2 i 1gher spirituaj 1i
o inﬂucl;\;f;e:\ty,inhow.ev./er, should be creditieclilfviitt?xat
. raising the .
B . . average i
o gf thaps of Intelligence, and with 4 ginOf edu_Catlon
mentality, which may in tj o icken-
o me produce great ig.
) “ It_ is evident that oyr
tion, in trade, which ma
pleasant, has made the
tu_rn has furnisheq the
.cllmatfe to stimulate the
mvefmon. The activity of

If space is more plea-
Some people, itis also
But not in the city, for

In the immense congre.
pot.

» - asy an ‘
city possible, ag g3\

rlc? soil and the perfect
growth of science and

mind which mak,
; es t i
by the city, There ‘he e

the city in /-
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« [t is obvious that many intellectual and artistic
ctivities can be undertaken only in a large city, and
‘that the opportunities for the enjoyment of all the

t things of the city, that is,undertakings which require
‘ascociates or the atmosphere of companionship,
increase directly as the size of the city. No argument
is possible here. If we care for churches, music, art,
literature and the drama, we can have them now here
so easily and of sohigh quality as in thecity.

“There is no danger inherent indensity of population,
for the number of people living on an acreof ground
tells comparatively little of the way they live. 1t is
not how many of us there are to the acre, buthow well
we live, that determines whether the city be well or ill.
If people crowd into too few rooms, itmatters little
whether those rooms be in city or country.

«Living conditions have been bad in the city, are
now bad in spots, but it is a hangover from the past and
cannot happen again. Our lawsare alithe time requir-
ing better housing and reinforcing our uative desire for
luxury, which bas never beforebeen s0 gratified, in
ciothes, in houses and in travel

“1f there be merit 1n the sel{-discipline required by
regularity of habits, by punctuality, by industry,itistq
be found in the city to a greater degree than in the
country. Idlers and wastrels are alike the world over,
bat those of the city are not in greater proportion or
more expert than those of the country.

“City people, I think, are less irrittated by each other,
less jealous and envious, for they have more chances for
comparison, more opportunjties o avoid unpleasant
encounters. The feelings of city people are less hurt
by differences in standards of living.

“1 believe, too, that city people are many of them
inspired to an industry unknown in the country, and
that they work because they must. ‘To be part of a big
organisation has a thrill of its own.

« Of real freedom to follow an interest or a hobby
the great city gives more and more in proportion to its
greatness. Individuality does not consist in eccentri-
cities of demeanour, of dress, like, going with-
out hat or shoes, yet such foolishness can be indulged
more freely in the great city thanin a small- village:
Individuality is not killed by standardisation of homes
or habits or hair cuts or clothes, or by working a
machine, for if it exists it will show itself in more signi-
ficant ways—in a quality of the voice, a flash of theeye,
a quiver of the lip, or in a vividness of expression in
&seech or gesture or in a willingness to think.

* The trouble is that individaality is so rare and
always has been. Tke opportunities for its growth
were never better than to-day, can never be better than
in the great city, where as compared with the country
or with the past so little is needed to provide for mere
existence, and there is so much time which the indi-
vidual can use as his desires indicate.

% The idea of questioning increasing leisure for fear

17
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people will not know what to do with it is as silly as
questioning other forms of wealth of which this is the
greatest. But the true test of the use of leisure is the
intellect which uses it.

«1 believe the dark ages of unwilling hard labour are
gone, and that the friendly light of the city will
continue to shine through the ages, calling people to
come to communion with their fellows.”

All that Mr. Lay has done is to prove
that the city has elements of greatness
which is not denied. There is another side
to the self-discipline, regularity, and other
virtues about city life, but of this we need
not here speak atlength.

* * ¥

The Other Side
Of the general aspects of the other side,
Unity of New York has, something very
thoughtful to say. It writes:
What the decline of country life means for the cities

is seen most obviously in the ever mounting cost of
living, Other factors have entered into this problem,
of course, especially since 1914, but at bottom lies the
ever growing disproportion between country and city
population. The latter is inevitably supported by the
former, and as support goes down, cost goes up.
This is only the first phase, however, of a more funda-
mental fact. What really is happening to the cities is
congestion. More people are pouring into our great
centres of mercaatile and industrial life than can be
taken care of. Buildings are being thrust up into the
air, suburbs are being pushed out into the country,
subways are being driven in the earth, but still the
problem remains unsolved. A traffic expert in New
York recently pointed out that the construction of new
transportation facialities only served to make a bad
situation worse. - Everybody is crying “more sub-
ways”; but the more subways we build, says this expert,
the more crowded they become. An authority on
city planning recently described the condition in our
American cities to-day as one of “gradualcongealing.”
Every year, he declared, we have to walk a little slower
on the side-walks, drive our automobiles a little slower
in the streets. The process is like that of a freezing
river—little by little water is turning into ice, untit
what was once a swiftly flowing steam has become an
immobile solid. The comparison is of course imperfect,
but it pictures the * congealing” of our city life all the
same. What we are coming t0, N0 man can say. But
that the urbanization process can go on during the next
quarter of a century as it has during the last quarter,
is unimaginable, Our cities are fast reaching their
saturation point. A few more years of this unhealthy
growth, and city-dwellers will not be able to get food
enough to live. As for leaving about, this will no more
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A NEW BOOK By RABINDRANATH TAGORE
TALKS IN CHINA

A Collection of Lectures delivered in China during the Far
Eastern Tour of the poet, in April and May 1924
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YOUNG INDIA—1919-1922
By MAHATMA GANDHI

With a History of the Non-Co-operation
Movement BY BABU RAJENDRA PRASAD
: Rs. 4

In this the second edition of Young /ndia, the publi-
sher is glad to state that considerable addition has
been made and the book brought up-to-date. Mahat-
maji’s articles in Young India, prior to its removal to
Ahmedabad, have been made use of, while all the
feaflets and Messages on Satyagraha which Mahatmaji
issued in the stirring days of April to October 1919
and which are now not available have been collected
and {ncorporated in this edition. Matter relating to
and subsequent to Mahatmaijl’s release from prison and
his hospital life has also been added. A new feature
of this edition is a unique chronological index, prepared
by Miss Elizabeth S. Kite of New York and kindly
forwarded to us for our use iu this edition by the Rev,
J. H. Holmes of New York. Over 200 pages have
thus been added to the new edition. :

This is the bible of the Non-Co-operator, whether of
the majority party or of the minority party. Both

" quoted ad infinitum from this ponderous volume.........

“Young India” has become to India what “Young
[taly” was to Italy. What else could happen to the
writings and utterances of Mazzini then and Gandhi
now? This bulky volume is a rich treasure to the
present generation. It will represent the law and the
prophets to the future generation. Like all the smrithis,
it will yield conflicting texts for opposite parties. It
is the rich heritage of the past and must adern every
library, private or public.—Janmabhumi,

- I write to congratulate you most heartily on your
recent publication Young India. Itisa teal triumph
to have published, in so handy a form, such a complete
compendium of the writings of the great leader. Itis
arranged so excellently and the paper and printing are
most admirable.—~ W, W. Pearson. ,
" These many months I have set apart some hg@@ ‘
every day to read with my sister, who is my 'mterp(%
in English, the writings of the Mahatma. [ have d¥&
ioped towards him a religious love. Never in the
wvotld was found one purer, simpler and truer ...}
‘gonsider his movement essentially as the salvatic.&'of
Yoankind, For its import goes beyond India. The
entire Bumanity is interested in it..... May he be able
o know that his voice is heard far and wide, that it
lives and works and that it would continue to Jive after
e and we are all dead—Romain Rolland,

¢

In reviewing Young India A Writes in the Irish
Homestead :

To most people in Ireland Mahatma Gandhi isa
name vaguely associated with a non-military revolt
against British rule in India. It was known that
Gandhi had an extraordinary influence on the Indian
people but few people in these islands were able
to judge whether that influence was due to high
character-and a powerful intelligence or to the arts by
which a skilful politician plays upon popular discon-
tent. The publication of Young fndia, in which is
collected almost all of Mahatma Gandhi’s utterances
from 1919 to 1922, should solve the doubt for any
reader. No one can read these articles without feeling
that he is making the acquaintance of a truly great
spirit. We doubt whether in Earope or America there
is any publicist with a character so lofty, with such a
passion for truth and rightedusness and the reading of
this book gives us a high conception also of the charac-
ter and the spirituatity of the people who were so
profoundly moved by Gandhi’s utterances. Here are
no appeals to hatred, no stirring of the baser passions
of men. He makes almost the appeal of a Christ to
the moral and spiritual nature. Set these utterances
beside those of any popular figure in Europe and the
moral superiority of the Indian appears incontestible,
......... We cannot pretend to give any true idea of the
policy Gandhi outlined for his countrymen. Itis con-
tained in hundreds of short articless. We cannot.
being so remote from India, say whether the policy
‘was wise or unwise. But we do say that hardly any-
body could read this book without feeling exalted by
the character revealed. In some way we are made
proud of cur humanity when we remember that one
man made so high an appeal and so many millions
responded to it....... .. We wish Ireland had a Gandhi
and a people who would listen to so great a prophet.

The Indian Home Rule

BY MAHATMA GANDHI (Second Dmproved
Edition) As. 8

Neethi Dharma -
By MAHATMA GANDHI As. 8

The highest and the best teachings of the three great
religions of the world have been consummately used
and fused together in the medium of a might mind, the
sweep of whose maral vision has included within the
shortest compass the difficult problems of politics and
econonaics.— Young men of India.

S. GANESAN 29, Pycrofts Road

Triplicane Madras, S.E.
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A Guide to Health

By MAHATMA GANDHI, 3rd Edition As, 12

If Mr. Gandhi had devoted all his energy to social
reform of his country, instead of to political agitation,
he would have commanded the respect of every one,
Huropeans and Indians alike, though it is possible that
but for his political ascendancy he would not have
obtained a hearing. For there isa great deal of sound
advice in this book which will be endorsed by cvery
doctor in England. His thesis is characteristically
that the human body is the Temple of God and should
be treated with reverence rather than that every one
should cultivate heaith for practical reasons.— ke
T'imes Literary Supplement.

Some Financial Problems of India
By “K” (REPRINTED FROM YOUNG INDIA)
As, 8
Based as it is on Prof. K. T. Shah’s “ Sixty years of
Indian Finance, this volume is at once authoritative
and popular. A comprehensive and critical exposition
of the Indian financial system in all its aspects—ex-
penditure, public debt and taxation—it avoids the
intricacies and the technicalities of the expert, so as to
provide a lucid introduction on the subject to the lay
citizen. A marvel of cheapness.

Mahatma Gandhi
A Study in Indian Nationalism
By M. ROMAIN ROLLAND Rs. 1-8

In this brilliant volume, M. Romuin Rolland, the
world-renowned French author, gives a penetrating
exposition of the principles of Mahatma Gandhi, “ The
Messiah of Rejuvenated India,” compares them with
those of other Indian leaders, critically discusses every
aspect of “ Gandhism” and shows how the Mahat-
maji’s principles, while difficult to be put in force asa
mass movement, yet contain in them potentialities of a
great force on side of Righteousness—a force which is
of importance not merely to India, but to the world at
large. M. Rolland’s sketches of the personality of
Gandhi and his comparison and contrast of Mahatma
Gandhi with the other Indian worthies—Tilak and
Tagore especially— are marked by great precision and
insight. The whole book shows evidences of M,
Rolland’s closest study of Mahatmaji’s career, writings
and achievements and of the great movement he led.
The volume has roused the keenest interest in India
judging by the references made to it by the whole of
the Indian Press and it is a distinct contribution to the
political and philosophical literature of the world.

Letters from Abroad

BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE Rs. 2
‘fhc Letters make a charming companion for a l.az
altcrno_on with all their grace, simplicity and play ‘b);‘"v
tancy lighting up the most commonplace things. The
letters atso adumberate the idea of Viswabarat};i
centre of international culture which
sequently atte

ora
Tagore has sub-
' fnpted to bring about at Santineketan
and so their historical interest is also great. And then

thc keen nationalism so bure, so self-respecting is
like a breadth of ozone to the tired reader of political
tirade that one meets with in the dai
ally press,—
Bombay Chronicle., Y press—The
'A perusal of the book enables one to catch a
glimpse of Dr. Tagore’s outlook upon life and of his

attitude towards men and the problems of the day
Neeqless tosay that the publisher has done a grea.t.
service to the public by bringin

: _ g out these instructive
letters of Rabindra Nath,.—« Prabuddha Bharatha.”

Landmarks in Lokamanya’s Life
By N. C. KELKAR

in thiAs volume are given accounts of
brosecution of Tilak for libel, of 1}
for sedition, of the labyrinthine
no less than civil,

case, of the greatest of Tilak’s works, the Orion and
the Arctic‘ Home of the Vedas, of his trial ang
transportation for Mandalay and his life there, of the
Home Rgle movement which he initiated, of {he 1916
p.r.ose@tlon and such other notable landmarks in the
me of the Lokamanya. The usefulness of the volume
Is enhanced by the biographical sketch prefixed to it
.It may be confidently said that there are few morc;
Inspiring chapters in patriotic literature than th
embodied in this book, ose
The Story of My Life
BY BHAI PARAMANAND

Bhai Paramanand is a patriot of the Punja
of the rarest order glowing with a pure an
“hough subdued, lustre of devotion for the m,
1 . these pages we have in his own ‘words

€115 early life, travels and suffe
1]

Rs. 1-8
the early
1e later prosecutions

Rs. 1-8

d génuine
other-land
an accoumn

‘ rings in the cause o'
suntry. The painful story of his exile from Indii
<

dnd imprisonment in that “ Hei on earth,” the Ang

mans, and. incidents connecteq with th; life ofn ha'll
fa.k_]y during this period are so full of pathos ang :
ferh.g .that it must melt even the hardest he S“f;
create in usa feeling of intenge love and respectafrt an{
hero. A perusal of the book should serve te i . th'
on our mind the truth that life jg never greater e
faithful—or even happier—than in pain and sug":r?nf‘
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proceedings, criminal,
connected with the Taj Mahara{ﬂ

b, a gen’

QANESAN'S RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Greater India

BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE Re. 1

-\‘It is critical as well as constructive with special re-
ference to Indian conditions. The underlying philo.
sophy is idealistically the same as that of Plato and
Hegel......... It is, in short, the poetical presentation of
the “ultimate good " spiritully portrayed once for all
in the Sermon on the Mount, which modern philosophy
tends to characterise as, after all, supra-national and
supra-social.— Young Men of India.

At writes in the Irish Homestead:—

HO\;V true is it that the best thonght is internationat
Rabindranath Tagore writes a volume of essays on
¢ Greater India,” but there is little in the work which
could not be read with profit by Irishnationalists. We
find him advocating co-operative villages using power

achinery for manufacture of dairy products, sugar-
¢ane crushing or the better dealing with jute. If even
one such model village community could bp organised
he says, the example would spread widely through the

He wants his countrymen to be at once national and
universal, and he knows that spiritually no nation can
be ever self-sufficient, that if they shut out the best
thought of other nations, they will shut out the best
thought of their own nation. He is against race hat-
reds, but he is not one to allow false applications of
the idea of human brotherhood to be an excuse for
submitting to injustice, and he tells his Indian country-
men that they must be strong and self-reliant. )

We are sure any one who readsit will feel his own
nationality ennobled by the study of this great writer,
and that under the bronze colour of the Hindu the
humanity is identical; the intellect as keen, the spiritu-
ality as great as with the people of any ggaite race and
to receive that conviction is a great thip’\a b i
nothing than personal or national egow
belief that one’s own race are unique's
intellect,

Rabindranath Tagore
A-Study of His Later Works.
'BY.K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTR, B,

is book is a succinct and harmonious revi§ .
gater works of Tagore and going through :
Mader will hive an idea of the writings studied“’;ﬂ%’ﬁ"
harionious whole.—Prabhuddha Bharata.

" This book holds up the mirror to Tagore's poetry,
religion and educational ideals.—Justice London.
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‘Hindu Culture

By K. S. Ramaswamy Sastry, B.A., B.L.
WITH FOREWORD BY SIR JOHN
WOODROFFE Rs. 3

if it be a sin to worship one’s motherland, to see

nothing but perfection in her system of life, and to
look upon her culture as the highest expression of the

supreme ideal, Mr. Ramaswami Sastri must be the

most offending soul alive. Nevertheless it remains

true that much of the inner meaning of Hindu culture

is still lost upon the average Englishman., It is

perfectly true that, though there are signs of awakening, .
Hindu art and letters have been neglected in the West.

Those who have eyes to see can find much that is of
the very highest calibre in Hindu music, art and litera-

ture, and it has long been acknowledged that its ancient

civilisation was for a life time in advance of the world.

Mr. Ramaswami Sastri rightly insists that if India is to

recover her position in the spiritual world, if she is to

proclaim her true message, she must cease to imitate
the West and follow the lines of her self-realisation

along the path of her own peculiar ideals, It is in this

direction and in its insistence on the inherent nobility

of Hindu culture that this book has its main value,—

The Times Literary Supplement.

The Spiritaal Basis of Democracy
By WILFRED WELLOCK

With an Introduction by BERTRAND
RUSSELL Rs. 3

In this thought-provoking book Mr. Wellock ex-
pounds the: spiritual principles underlying the democratic
g hilosophy and shows how the west has in its
Orship of industrialism and imperialism, knocked
Ay >m out of the social, economic and political
2% it has been building for centuries. He “clearly -
s out the precipice to ' which the modern
< gkrialistic civilisation of the West is driving the
jild as a whole and gives the outline of the new
gdosophy of Life founded on love and spirituality
nd Eastern in origin and outlook, which alone can
ave civilisation and humanity., Mr. Wellock finds in ..
the Non-co-operation movement inaugurated by
Mahatma Gandhi in India, a new spiritual weapon
with which to fight out the future battles of ]us?ice
and Right and a way out of the dangers of violent
warfare hitherto pursued by the world.
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- The Letters of H. P, Blavatsky to A.P.

Sinnett.

Transcribed, compiled, and with an Introduction by
A. T. BARKER. 21s. net.

i Theo-

These letters, written by the founder of the
sophical Societ,y between the years _1880-‘8‘8, form a
companion volume to the recently published “ Mahatma

. Letters, ” acting at once ds a commentary on the latter

2 i 1 s, cata-
and almost as an autobiography of the vigorous, ca
clysmic, enigmatic personality of Madam Blavatsky.

“ The astounding vigour, strength, and outspokenness -

of the one time leader of the Theosophical movement
are those of a giantess: tl}ey are ‘exactly what one ex-
pects after seeing the lmpressive portrait—irontis-
piece "—The Clarion.

Creative Spirits of the Nineteenth
Century.
By GEORGE BRANDES. 9s. net.

is is a new volume of Essays by Dr. Georg
Br’grl::isesl, the eminent Danish critic. Under the Eltle of
“ Creative Spirits of the Nineteenth Century” they
deal with personalities as diverse as Hans Andersen
and John Stuart Mill, Renan and Flaubert, Ibsen and
Swinburne, Garibaldi and Napoleon.
“Literary criticism follows two main channels, to
which all other varieties are no more thau mbugrxes.
The critic is either a judge or an interpreter. There

rtergture.”— Daily Telegraph.
Palestine of the Mandate,

-

My Journey Down the Tigris: A Rafi-
Voyage Through Dead Kingdoms.
By Dr.»>. GUYRR. [ransiated by JosEPH MCCABE.

Illustrated. . 128, 64d. net.
Dr.,Guyer is an archaologist of repute, so that his
casual remarks on monumeuts are scholarly, but his
chief purpose in this book is 10 give a human account
of a most interesting journey. It isrich ininterest and
humour. His light pen sketches unique scenes for us as
he sails for weeks on a raft down the Tigris, through
the wilds of Kurclistan and the plains of Mesopotamia.
“ T'his is a quite unusually attractive book of travel;
in its way indeed, a model for this pasticuiar form of .

" By W. Basil Worsfold. lliustrated. 21s. net,

* Mr. Basil Worsfold, author of the standard book on
touth Africa and of a very informing work on Egypt,
i¢ deservedly considered a writer whose views on
pulitical and social problems: must carry considerable
weight, and therefore his book on “Palestine of the
M :ndate” will be welcomed at a time when thoughtful
pevple all the world over are asking what England is-
doing in Palestine to justify the mandate, what progress
has been made since she took over the administration
of the country, how the interests of Jew and Arab are
beiug reconciled, and what signs there are of a revival
of prosperity throughout the land,

Burma. 21s. net,

By Sir J.G. SCOTT, KCILE, Author of “The
Burman: His Lire and Notions,” “Burma’ a Hand-
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