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The Madras S. P. C. A.
INDIAN SUPPORT
THE GOVERNOR'’S APPEAL

The forty-fourth annual meeting of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
-Animals was held on Tuesday, March 24,
1925, at the Victoria Hall under the
presuiency of the Society’s Patron, H.E.
the Governor. There was present a large
gathering including the Hon. Cecily Gos-
chen, the Hon. Dewan Bahadur T'. N. Siva-
guanam Pillay, the Hon. Mr. C. E. Odgers,
the Hon. Mr. E. H. Wallace, Colonel D. G.
Rai and Mrs. Rai. H. E. the Governor who
was accompanied by the Hon, Cecily Gos-
chen and Captain Goschen was received by
the Hon. Mr. C. E. Odgers and Mr. M. A.
Thirunarayanachariar, President and Secre-
tary of the Society, respectively, who con-
ducted him to the dais.

THE REPORT

Mr. B. Venkataramanjalu Naidu moved

* and Dewan Bahadur P. Parankusam Naidu
- seconded . that the report which had been
-tirculated ‘be - taken as read.

This was
agreed to.

The'Hon., Mr. E. H. Wallace moved for
the adoption of the report, He said that it
was a record of useful service and of good
work done by the Society in spite of disap-

- pointment in some directions. It held out

considerable promise for the future and the
Society as a whole and its President and

‘Honorary Secretary in particular deserved !
- their congratulatxon

There were one or
two .points in the.statement of accounts
which for a short time puzzled the speaker.

~ Thenet income of the Society was Rs. 14,000

nd the net expendxture was Rs, 15,300,
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thus showing a loss of Rs. 1,300. It was an
encouraging feature that subscriptions and
donations for last year showed an increase
of about Rs. 500 and this sum was evident-
Iy not sufficient as the net loss was
Rs. 1,300. The Society should therefore,
make a greater effort to increase the sub-
scription list. More than half of the existing
219 subscribers were Europeans and Euro-
pean firms, while the number of Mahomedan
subscribers was only seven. This small
number would not be appreciated by the
members of the Mahomedan community
and it was, therefore, up to them to see that
they were not behind Europeans in support-
ing 'the Society and in avoiding further
reproaches being cast upon them in this
direction. The Committee would have to
see that the punishments inflicted by
Magistrates for offences relating to cruelty
to animals were not light, but that they
should be deterrent as it was of very little
use to impose a fine of four annas on men
who could make as many four annas through
their animals. They should impress on the
people that it was more humane to put an
animal out of its misery than to allow it to
lead a life of misery and weakness. They
should also persuade the people to cease
slaughtering animals in the name ofreligion.
No educated or civilized person would
believe that the gods appreciated the torture
of animals and rejoiced in the blood of a
bull or of aram and if the Society educated
men then the gods of these men would no
longer remain barbarians, The Society felt
that the best hope lay in educating the

Lol

| younger generation and it was encouraging

to read in that light a report of the Band
of Mercy. This movement should. be
brought into touch with this country. It was
part of the education of every Boy Scout
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hat he should be kind to- every animal.
The League of Mercy should be spread
into schools and colleges. In conclusion
he appealed to those present to assist the
Society in doing still greater work which
lay before it and in giving ‘it more power
and strength to do it.

LIGHT PUNISHMENTS

Colonel D. G. Rai in seconding -said
that he had never believed in a light punish-
ment for a great crime and the proper thing
should be that if the crime was great the
punishment should also be severe as a light
punishment would be putting a premium
on the crime. Prevention of cruelty to
animals could be accomplished by the
Police and the Magistracy. The Police
had already done their duty splendidly, and
tribute should be paid to them whole-heart-
edly. The Magistrates should realize that
light punishments not only reduced the
chief source of the Society’s income, but
also .encouraged people to continue to
commit cruelty to animals. He suggested
that only healthy cows should be licensed
for milk. As tuberculosis was communi-
cated from the cows, cows suffering from
the disease should be sent to hospitals for
treatment. A law should be passed that
any milk-man who did not allow twenty five
‘per cent of the milk for the calf would have
to undergo a severe punishment. He also
suggested that His Excellency might ask
wealthy people who approached him to pay
more attention to animals deserted by their
masters. :

: INSPECTORS

Mrs. H. Stanford, Honorary Presidency
Magistrate, - in supporting said that the
Honorary Presidency Magistrates’ Associa-
tion would consider the references made to
the light punishment inflicted by the Magi-
strates and would see that no complaints
‘were made next year on that score. In one
of the two cases that came up before her,
the offender was fined three rupees. They
should hold animal weeks, animal months

- and educate young boys and girls reading
-in schools and colleges not to be cruel to
- animals. No child was cruel to animals and
_cases’ of ‘cruelty: should " be attributed to
" mental or moral derangement in people.
=7~ Out of 2,400 cases put up by the Sqciety.,,
“only twenty failed, and the successfu] gasgs,

- showed that a vast amougy ?& WBrk was |
~.done by the officers of th;'?;e‘,ittrtibn, The T

¥
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success of the Society depended upon its
inspectors -who should exercise a large
amount of tact in discharging their duty.
Every religion forbade cruelty to animals,
and cruelty to poultry was horrible. - The
Society should increase the number ' of
inspectors over children.

- The report was then adopted.
OFFICE-BEARERS

The Hon. Mr. T. N. Sivagnanam Pillay
moved that the following office-bearers be
elected for the ensuing year: President—

i the Hon. Mr. C, E. Odgers; Vice-Presidents

—the Hon. Sir Murray Coutts Trotter, the
Bishop of Madras, the Hon. Mr. C. P.
Ramaswamy Iyer, the Rajah of Ramnad,
Dewan Bakadur Govindadess Chathurbuja
Doss, and Mr. A. E. Rencontre; Honorary
Secretary — Mr. M. . A. Tirunarayana-
chariar; Honorary Treasurer—Mr. C.-S.
Govindaraja Mudaliar; Honorary Surgeon
—Msr. V. Krishnamurthy Iyer. A large and
representative Committee has also been
chosen. :

Pinjrapole Committee: Chairman — the
Hon. Sir C. V. Kumaraswamy Sastriar;
Honorary Secretary—Mr. D. K. Asher.

Mr. C. V. Venkataramana Iyengar,
M. L. C,, in seconding, referred to the
work of the Society done at Coimbatore
where they had plenty of money and put

up veterinary hospitals and dispensaries !

and carried on much propaganda \vork.
PRIZE DISTRIBUTION

His Excellency then distributed gold and L

silver medals and books to the following
students who won in the prize essay com-
petition: Apand Ram (Christian College); -

batore); T. S. Narayana Rao (P, S. High
School, Mylapore); H. B. Phillips (Christia
College); K. M. Mchanam and V. R. Raja-.
lakshmi (Presidency Training School, Eg+
more). = R : g
THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH .-

1

His Excellency said that there was very”:
little for him to say after the excellent?
speeches that had been made with regard to
the Society. His Excellency assured the
audience of his hearty support and sym-

pathy, and hoped that he would be allowed

A. Ponnaiya (L. M. S. High School, Coimgr

to.be more closely associated with the

She was a great lover of animals

Goschen) who was present that
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and would like to give her support to the
institution. The S.P.C.A. ought to make
a very great appeal to the public, an gppeal
really on behalf of the suffering millions
which could not make their feelings and
suffering known. Several speakers had
referred to the causes of cruelty and how
it generally arose out of sheer ignorance
and carelessness. They had a special
responsibility in protecting animals, as
they were unable to express themselves.
Children should be educated to be kind to
animals. The suggestion made to His
Excellency to appeal to the gentlemen who
sought to have an interview with him was
open to the objection that during the past
{ew weeks he had presided at nine or ten
charitable meetings, and he could not give
the desires of one Society preference to
those of another. He would, however,
endeavour to bear in mind the needs of the
S.P.C.A.

His Excellency congratulated the Society

. dn the good work done last year. The

interesting report reflected great credit on
those who had prepared it, more parti-
cularly on the Secretary, who, during the
last fifteen years, had given much of his
time and energy to the Society. During
His Excellency’'s stay in Madras he had not
come across many instances of cruelty to
animals. He had, however, seen a case of
hobblidg which should have been reported
to the Society. Many people who were fond
of animals would not take the trouble to
report cases of cruelty to the Society. His
Excellency wished the Society all success,
and hoped that it would get the stronger
financial support which it deserved and
that all lovers of animals in this city would
contribute to its funds. His Excellency then
announced amidst applause a donation of
Rs. 500 to the Society from Mr. Abdul
Hakim and two sums of Rs. 350 to the
Society and to the Pinjrapole from Mr.
Mohan Mull Chordia and that, His Excel-

. lency said, was a very successful ending

to a successful meeting.

The Hon. Mr. C. E. Odgers said that
they were grateful to His Excellency and
the Hon.. Cecily Goschen for their presence.
He proposed a hearty vote of thanks to
them both and also to the several speakers
who responded to his invitation. He hoped
that Mrs. Stanford would use her influence
to stop the system of imposing small fines

for offences of cruelty to animals, He also
expressed the hope that some philanthropic
gentlemen would give the Society a new -
and more powerful magic lantern which
would be of great use to Mr. N. C.
Rangaswamy Iyengar in delivering lectures
on ‘Kindness to Animals,” and one or
two weigh bridges to find out whether the
carts were overloaded beyond the strength
of the animals drawing the same.

His Excellency and his daughter having
been -garlanded returned to Government
House, and a successful function terminated.

~EF~
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Cow Protection Under
Muslim Rule
A HISTORICAL SURVEY
By
Dr. Syep MABNMUD, Ph.D.

Both Hindus and Mussalmans are
generally ignorant as to the attitude adopt-
ed by Mohammadan Kings in India towards
the slaughter of cows and the extent to
which they respected the feelings of Hindus
in this respect. I want to throw some light
on this vexed question and cite historical
facts to show to the Mussalmans how liberal-
minded and magnanimous their fore-fathers
were in this respect; and to what extent
they respected the religious sentiments of
the Hindu community at a time when they
had full control over the country. The
same problem which has now become so
complex and perplexing owing to our narrow
prejudices did not present any difficulty to
them. The Mussalmans were the rulers of
the country, and had they regarded itas a
religious question there ,was ;1o§hing _to
prevent their disregarding or treating with
contempt the religious feelings of the
Hindus. But instead of considering the.
Hindus to be a subject race and their slaves,
the Muslims regarded them as their fellow-
countrymen and accorded a treatment of
equality to.them. My Hindu brethren should
also fully recognize the fact that Moham-
madan Kings respected and honoured their
religious views and sentiments and treated
them as partners in the Government of the
country. = How the Mussalmans treated the
Hindus during their rule and to what extent



14 Tit-Bits of Anima-l Life.

they allowed the Hindus to share the respon-
sibilities and rights of Government, is a
historical subject of perennia! importance.

'TAX ON'COW-SLAUGHTER.

The object of this article is only to show
the respect and regard which Mussalman
rulers showed towards the religious sus-
ceptibilities of Hindus in the matter of the
slaughter of cows. From the very begin-
ning of their rule, the Mahommadans
reanzed the depth of Hindu feeling in this
matter and as it was the underlying principle

"~ of their policy to govern the country by
treating the Hindus as their fellow-country-
men and brothers, they fully respected the
religious feelings of the Hindus in regard
to the slaughter of cows. From the very
inception of Muslim rule a special tax was

cows to the extent of 12 *Jefal’ per cow.

During the reign of Feroz Shah, butchers

j in India and Baber ascended the throne, he
‘not only found out the depth.of Hindu
j feelmg in this matter during his few years’

complained against this tax and-the king
abolished "it. Details of this taxation are
not given in books of history, but its object
could only have been the prevention of cow-
slaughter. This tax, therefore, continued
for two hundred years after the establish-
ment of Muslim rule in India, right up to
the time of Feroz Shah Tughlak., Instead
of issuing a general order prohibiting cow-
slaughter, this was the method adopted by
early Mahommadan kings. This tax was
called Jazari. - At the time of Mohamad
Shah Tughlak, beef was not cooked in the
royal kitchen, and the king did not take it.
Several authors have given detailed descrip-
tions of the royal kitchen, but there is no
mention of slaughtering cows. . Farhat-ul-
Mulk’ was appointed Governor of Gujerat,

and continued in that capacity” also during |

the reign of the next king Mohamed Ghias-
ud-Din " Tughlak the Second. Historians
state that Farhat-ul-Mulk made various con~
cessions to the Hindus, and did not allow

the slaughter of cows.. The Hindus wielded |

great influence during the reign of Sultan
- Nasir-ud-Din Khushro. This king totally
stopped the killing of cows in his territories.

1t  also seems that the Jazar7 tax which had
been ‘discontinued by Feroz Shah Tughlak,

was re-u'nposed after his reign, because it
i3 recorded. in books of history that Akbar
abrogated this tax.. Akbar ordered a total |;
prahibition of: the killing - of cows, and the !
tax was.no, longer found. necessary and it |i

was probably on that account that it was
discontinued.
'EVIDENCE OF A EUROPEAN
TRAVELLER

AnmEnglish traveller who visited India in
the seventeenth century writes that the

.Hindus had great respect for the cow, and

considered the killing of cow to be as

-heinous a crime as human murder. -From

this it is clear that no attempt was made by
Mohammadan rulers to suppress Hindu

feeling in this matter, and their religious

snsceptlblhtles were so much respected: that
even a passing traveller had no- difficulty in

_ascertaining the feelings of Hindus, and the
‘Hindus-were not prevented from preaching
the prevention of the slaughter ‘of cows.
. This clearly mdmates the attitude of the

i ‘ruling power.
imposed on butchers for the slaughter of |

BABER’S ADVICE TO HIS SON -
When the Moghuls established thelr rule

teign, but also wrote out a confidential will
for his son' Humayun, in which he referred
to this religious belief of the Hindus and
exhorted him to prevent the killing of cows.
The orxgmal copy of this document is

.preserved in the State Library at Bhopal,
and a photo of it has been made available '

to me through the courtesy of Nawab Col.

Hamid Ullah Khan Sahib. The following * |

is a translation of the document :—

‘O my son: People of diverse religions .

inhabit India: and it is a matter of thanks:
giving to God that the King of Kings has

entrusted the government ‘of this country'"j

to you. It, therefore, behoves you, that :—

(1) You should not allow rehgmus preJu-:

dices to influence your mird, and admlmstex:

' impartial justice having due regard to th
.religious susceptiblhtxe, and religious cuss:
:toms of all sections of the people.” ;
(2) In particular, refrain from the slaughs’
:ter of cows, which will help you to obtau{!
‘a bold on the hearts of the people of India’d

i Thus you will bind the people of this land
 to yourself by ties of gratitude. ’

(3) You should never destroy the places
of worship of any community and always
:be justice-loving, so that the relations. bes
i tween the king and his subjects may remain
cordxal and there be peace and Qontentrnem
in the land. = - . : :
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(4) The propagation of Islam will be
better carried on with the sword of love
and obligation than with the sword of
oppression.

(5) Always ignore the mutual dissensions
of Shias and Sunnis, otherwise they will
lead to the weakness of Islam.

(6) Treat the different peculiarities of
your subjects as the different seasons of
the year, so that the body politic may remain
free from disease.’

LATER KINGS

Baber was not a native of India, and he
came to this country as a conquerer; but
it was his intention to establish his rule by
promoting and maintaining relations of
mutual love and esteem with the Hindus.
When a foreign Muslim conquerer entertain-
ed such regard 'for 'the {eelings of the
Hindus in the matter of the killing of cows,
it is not difficult to realize the attitude of
later Muslim Kings who made India their

‘home, who were born and bred in this |
country, and some of whom had Hindu

blood in their veins. How deep would have
been their regard for the religious susceptl-
bilities of the Hindus? * * *

AKBAR

Akbar issued orders totally prohibiting
the slaughter of cows throughout his vast

- dominions. There is detailed mention of

it in the Ain-i-Akbari and other books.
These orders were not abrogated in the
times of his successors, but remained in
force, though it is possible that in the reign
of later kings they were not so rigidly
enforced. Jahangir not only did not abro-

gate these orders but further ordained that

on Sunday, the day on which :Akbar was
born, and on Thursdays, on which he
himself ascended the throne, no animal

whatsoever “should be killed and there

should be no hunting on those days.
CONCLUSION

It was thus that Muslim kings tried to

stop the killing of cows in the country.
Study the history of those times, and it
will ‘not- be difficult to realize the deep
tegard which Muslim kings had for the
religious feelings and - susceptibilities of .
their Hindu subjects. Many Hindus com-

plain that Muslim rulers practised oppres--

sion against. the Hindus; but a calm and

impartial study’ of history will convince:

|
!

them of the contrary. Not only in regard
to the slaughter of cows, but the Mussal-
man kings joined the Hindus in their
sorrows and pleasures and took part in the
observance .of all their festivals. On the
Dewali day, a Pooja Durbar was held and
Brahmins brought cows to the royal gardens
and got gifts from the king. Dasaralh was
celebrated by the king. On Shivratri,
yogis were invited to the royal palace and

‘given food. On Solono, the king himself

wore rakkri round his wrist, Muslim kings
used to freely visit Hindu yogis, and talk

-to them as friends. Sir Thomas Roe, who

came to the court of Jahangir as the am-
bassador of James I, writes that Jahangir
frequently visited Hindu yogis; and on one
occasion he himself saw a Hindu yogi in
rags sitting by the side of the king in open
durbar, and the king talked to him with the
utmost respect addressing him as ‘father.’

(Reprinted from ZThe [Indian Review,
August, 1924.)
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