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. o T j;? S ‘ depressed, dumb and suffering, was well

pen e o S i ‘ ' 1 known. Bands of Mercy would be formed

January, l9257@}$@2§m E*: S - Kindness to Animals by obtaining the signature of boys. In
' : - ;: "‘ ’,‘ A CONFERENCE OF LEADERS Churches, they \\'anted an Anlmal Sunday

when collections might be made. 'In
Mosques and Hindu Ashrams this work
might be carried on during this week. The
scouts might inscribe it as omne of their
tenets to prevent other people doing cruelty
to animals. Lastly, the speaker gquoted
from the speech of the Prince of Wales in
opening the Animal Week in London that,
though it might be that the man who
protected an animal from ill-treatment acted
Odgers, Dewan Bahadurs P. Parankusam | with the object of befriending the animal,
< Naidu, G. Narayanaswami Chetty and Go- | neyertheless his kindness reacted on him
7 vindoss Chathurbhujadoss, Rao Sahebs R. | and made him a better citizen.

Krishna Rao Bhonsle and G. Venkataranga ‘ ,
Rao, the Rev. J. E. Neill, the Rev. D.G.M. | MR P. A. SUBRAMANIA IYER
Explained what was being done and what

With a view to organize an Animal Week,
the members of the/ Society for the Preven-
Ly tion of Cruelty to Animals held a Con-

a ference of the representatives of various
civic, social and religious bodies, on Satur-
day, November, 1924, in the Wesley College
Hall with His *Grace the Archbishop of
Madras in the chair. Among others present
were Dr. Annie Besant, the Hon. Mr. Justice
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Leith, :Dr. F. H. Gravely, Mr. C. Abdul
Hakim, Mr. Hamid Hassan, Mr. A. Ranga-
natha Mudaliar, Mr. P. A. Subramania Iyer,
Mr. H. C. Balasundaram, Mr. C. 8. Go-
vindaraja Mudaliar, Mr. A. J. Leach, Mr.
M. A. Tirunarayanachari and Mr. R. Sur-
yanarayana Rao,

Mxz. TIRUNARAYANACHARI

In explaining the object in calling the
Conference said that the Society required
~ the help and suggestions of various in-
. fluential bodies to celebrate the Animal

Week which was started last year in a
humble way. They realized that it was
children that.ought to be appealed to, and
with this™ object a Conference of Head-
masters was held sometime back when ways
and means were devised for celebrating it
;- in their -schools. They now wanted the
“co-operation of persons like Dr. Besant
.7 whose influence in all spheres pertaining to

zne welfare of-the land, - especially the

could be done in schools. He said that it
was only within the last one or two years
that interest on this subject had been
aroused in educational institutions. He
suggested that School Assemblies might be
held where kindness to animals might be
made the snbject of discussion. As a rule
the Indian boy took very kindly to animals,
It might be that he did not rear pets, but the
idea of cruelty seldom entered his mind.
The Hindus were taught that in lower
animals and even in inanimate objects God
lived. Manu had ordained that men should
not ride in carriages to which was yoked a
hungry or diseased animal. If for the
purpose of feeding a hungry cow a man
stole straw, the Siastras stated that he
must not be punished. Speaking about

‘Buddhism, the speakers said that Rao Saheb

R. Krishna Rao. Bhonsle once aptly re-
marked that Lord Buddha was the first Pre-
sident-of Al“World Society for protecting
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animals. Thanks to the efforts of Dr. Besant

and others, the scout movement had come
to _stay in this country. A scout looked

for the purpose of safety. She believed

, there could be no necessity to tie the two

- extremes so closely together. The animals,

upon all creation as most dear to him and *

treated every animal with areat care and
kindness.

Tue Rev. D. G. M. LEITH
Said that tying dogs in chains, heavily

whipping jutka ponies and keeping birds .

in cages were things that offended humnan
sentiment and harmed the lower animals.
"He suggested that the Sunday School was
a splendid opportunity which could be used
for putting simple, straight,
‘questions dealing with the treatment of
animals.
also at big religious festivals.
“Animal Week in every Church, Temple and
Mosque, sermons could be preached on it.

Dr. ANNIE BESANT

Said that she was in London when the
Animal Week was held there last time. At
that time a very large meeting was held in
Queen’s Hall to commemorate the centenary
of the man who first took up the thing as a
definite humane duty. The work, however,
in England was different from the work in
this country. Over there, there were definite
organizations for the prevention of cruelty,
because the city was full of horrors. There
were classes of people whose occupation
was inevitably one of quite barbarous
cruelty. So far as Dr. Besant knew, there
was nothing of that kind in this country;
so that the work here was a very much
more individual matter. Her suggestion
was that every one could endeavour to lessen
the suffering of animals by taking the
several small matters which altogether
amounted to a huge heap, as it were, of
animal pain. One thing that everybedy

practical

_This subject might be taken up !
During the ;

i of that habit here.

after being so tied, were allowed to go in
the streets. What would happen to them

if a motor car came dangerously near them ?

The animals might sometimes fall and be
caught under the car. The same was the
case with hobbling donkeys.
overloaded, and people could see its legs
bending under the load. In Benares they
had practically stopped it. That was done
by speaking to the boys of the Central
Hindu School who were asked in every case
to go and spezak to the owners kindly and
stop the cruelty. They had thus practically
abolished it in Benares.

! Keeping birds in cages was another in-
stance of cruelty. She did not see much
In Northern India they

. could see large numbers of birds kept in

; small cages.
were some birds kept hanoing in the dark,

‘might do was themselves to set the example :
first and then teach children or any other :

persons.

In the next place, whenever
they saw cases where thoughtless or -

unconsciously cruel acts were being com-

.mitted, they must feel it their duty to
interfere and stop those acts.
interference must be kindiy and gently
made. :

There were two thmgs, proceeded Dr.
-Besant, that she hada
mentlon.
a cow

hdwa'

In one house she found there

because the birds would sing onlv in the
dark.

The overloading of carts was one of the .

worst difficulties. They were loaded up to
the point where the animals could just draw
on the flat and it would be impossible for
them to go up a slope. The remedy was
to frame rules, such as had been framed in
Calcutta, that a pony or bullock so many
hands high could pull such and such weight.

Dr. Besant welcomed the Animal Week
as a good thing. She suggested that the
instinct of love and natural aflection that
the animal was a playmate must be fostered
in children. The boys would wake up to
their duties and the older people also might
be stimulated to be kind to animals. They
could make the untouchables understand
that a great part of their untouchability lay
in the kind of food and drink they took.

OTHER SPEAKERS

Swami Asokananda spoke next and said
that Hinduism taught that every part of
the creation was endowed with. spirit and

| must not be injured.

But the °

Deaconess C. Tuke suggested that kind-

. ness to animals should be taught to children
. throughout the year instead of in a particular

C week.
iced and desired to -

Mr. P. B. Cooper spoke on raising funds

- for the Society, and explained that Zoras-
. trianism also was against cruelty to animals.
Mr. Hameed Hassan assured support to the

It was also -
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organizers on behalt of Muslim rehaxous

leaders and educated Muslims. Mrs, Cannan

suggested that during the Animal Week
arrangements might be made to get a
speaker allowed in each school and cinema
theatre.

RESOLUTION

The following resolution was then moved

from the chair and adopted by the;

Conference :—

Inasmuch as a very greatdeal of cruelty
arises from thoughtlessness and ignorance,
it is an important part of the training of the
young both in their general education and
in their special religious training to in-
culcate in them the great duty of kindness
to animals, and therefore :

This meeting urges all religious teachers
to. take every opportunity (and especially
during the Annual Animal Week) of urging
upon their hearers the supreme importance
of kindness to animals.

THE CHAIRMAN

In concluding the proceedings, observed
that cruelty to animals -was the result very
largely of thoughtlessness or ignorance and
that the best way of combating it was to
teach people while they were young, through
that most potent channel of all, religion.
The idea of kindness was the foundation of
every treligion. They must give oppor-
tunities to relizious teachers and others to
inculcate it in the minds of young men.

With a vote of thanks to the Chairman
and the other visitors, proposed by Dewan
Bahadur P. Parankusam Naidu, the Con-
ference adjourned.

11
The Animal Week
Y. M. I. A. CELEBRATION
A Pusri¢c MEETING-

In response to the request of a Re-
presentative Conference, recently convened
by the Society for the Prevention ot Cruelty
to Animals, that this week should be
celebrated as the Animal Week by as many
institutions as possible, the Young Men’s
Indian Association held a public meeting
on November 20, 1924, in Gokhale Hall,
when speeches were made appealing for
kindness to animals, birds and insects.
Mr. D. K. Telang, Manager, New /ndia,
presided, and the other speakers were Prof.
S. K. Yegnanarayana Iyer, Mr. K. Sanjiva
Kamath and Mr. Maung 'Ji.

_injustice or cruelty to animals.

PROF S. K. YEG‘\IA‘\IARAYANA IYER

Said that all forms of cruelty, cruelty
inflicted by man upon man and that inflicted
by beasts upon beasts, were ultimately
traceable to ignorance, which prevented the
offenders from seeing their identity or
oneness with other forms of life. It was
because they felt a form of separateness
that at times they had an inclination to do
If they

; realized that the grand synthesis of life
{ achieved in this country in the remote past

was not a mere fabrication of a feverish
imagination, but facts which, though beyond
their comprehension at present, it must be
their object to realize by effort, their cruelty
would vanish automatically. When they
took the whole body as one unit, they did
not find one part of it injuring another. If
this principle of unity was pushed forward,
the cruelty would be impossible. Mission-
aries from the West did not go sufficiently
deep into this problem; they only took a
humanitarian view and appealed to the good
instincts of the people. Butin this country,
where the grand oneness of the whole
cosmos had been preached, it would be very
easy to inculcate lessons of kindness.
Sanskrit poetry, which had a very human,
humane and divine inspiration, cultivated
the instinct which made them shudder at
cruelty. The other day, some scouts were
collecting butterflies and preserving them.
He was shocked at it, while a European
professor, who also was there, felt a sense
of pleasure at the sight of the varied
collection. He wished to point out that the
scout movement should be Indianized and
freed from such hobbies. Lastly, ke alluded,
to the story of Shakuntala to explain how’
she was brought alogg with the young ones
of deer and grew up with nature.
MRr. SANJIVA KAMATH

Pleaded for a more impressive form of
celebrating the Animal Week. For instance,
he suggested that all the animals in the
city should be given a holiday on one day
during the Week. He recalled how in the
olden days, and also to some extent at the
present day, a day was set apart each year
for the worship of the cow. So far as the
Hindus were concerned, they believed in
the existence of a soul in every being, and
therefore they must realize that cruelty to
animals was a crime which must be
punished. .
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- Mgr. MAUNG JI

- Said that in the interests of the future of

India social questions like the treatment of |

anmimals, etc., must be satisfactorily solved.
They seemed to have fallen from the high
ideals of ancient days. Human progress
could be judged by the way in wh1¢h they
treated animals. In this country it was
gasy to be religious. Could it therefore be |
difficult to solve the problem of treatmient !
of animals? Western people had got an
entirely different outlook;
boy to kill a bird or shoot a hare or rabbit
was-not a cruel thing ; his conception was
that God created them to be shot, eaten
and enjoyed by man. But even in the
West the idea of kindness to animals was
getting popular. Therefore there could be
absolutely no difficulty in Indians taking
to it; they believed in the brotherhood

between the superhuman, human and sub-

human kmgdoms '
» . . THE CHAIRMAN

“"in bringing the proceedings of the meet-
ing to a close said that the principle under-
lying kindness was the fact of the unity of |
life between the superhuman, human and
sub-human kingdoms.
India at Jeast the work of preventing cruelty
should not stand in need of any violent or
vigorous propaganda. It was athing which |
ought to be absolutely-clear to every Indian.
India had acquired a reputation of having
been in the past, and to some éxtent: also
in’'the present, exceedingly humane. Bat, |
somehow or other, their religious principles
or the teachings of their ancient culture had
got the knack of not being actually .
translated into action. It appeared very
peculiar to him that m Iadia, which was

more vegetarian in essence, it should be

her karma that cow-killing should be in-

troduced. That was the nemesis, it appeared :
to him, for having strayed away from the
But having come to |

ancient noble path.
the present condition,- real propaganda
must be carried in the educational insti-
tutions.. The curriculum should be modi-
fied so that students right from the. begin- |
“ ning. would - have a complete picture of

what the treatment of animals in the past

I ;-had been, and then led easily by degrees to
. see that in the resuscitation of the ancient,

to an English |

He believed that in |

Txt-ths of Anxmal Lnle.

; i be encouraged to ha\e petﬁ
: wonderfully humanizing effect.
t

The Chairman then illustrated his point
by a few apt stories and anecdotes culled
! from various sources and experiences. He
! told of how a prisoner took to keeping the
eggs he got and hatched them by the warmth
{ of his bed and how the chickens hatched
took his mind away from the cause that led
! to his imprisonment, and how by rearing

It had got:a

! the chickens the minds of his. co-prisoners’

’ were so affected that they would not eat
the chickens when they were served -as
‘broilers’. He (the Chairman) had such
a fondness for pets that some of his {riends
thought that he had gone mad over his cat.
He had hated cats all his life till a certain
one attached himself to him; and the result
was a wonderful change in his mind with
' regard to his attitude towards them. He
1 once had a horse to whom he was very
i much attached and whom he used often to
feed. And the result was that the animal
liked him and always welcomed him with a
neigh. But the same horse once almost bit
his groom’s head off because he did not
show that kindness to him. If only the
s drivers of horses and bullocks of hired

" the feeding and grooming themselves, they

i would not have the heart to be cruel to

¢ them ; and the animals also would do their
twork without having to be whipped. In
i conclusion, the Chaxrman emphasized that
twhat readmg and hearing lectures could not
‘do the rearing of pets would most certamly
-do, with its humanizing and softering in-
fluences, inculcating the idea that cruelty
{ to animals was sin, preventwn of it duty,

. and kindness a source of joy and happi-

+ Ness.

Mr. E. N. Subramaniam preposed a vote
, of thanks and said that in Oklahoma the
Animal Week celebration this year was
given official recognition, and teachers,
speakers and publishers were asked to
. participate in it,-and that likewise in the
'present meeting there was a splendid
‘teacher (Mr. Yegnanarayana Iyer), able
i speakers (Messrs. Kamath and Maung Ji)
; and a distinguished publisher (Mr. Telang).

The meeting then terminated,

~‘elder, . civilization lay .really: their 'xctua;:"
.. welfare at the present tie. Studentsshauld .

carriages and carts, could be made to do-
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DLl L JIX
~ Animal WeeKk
- CELEBRATION IN MADRAS
[Bv E. N.. SuBrRAMANYAM, B.A. (Howns.))
' The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty

to Animals deserves the thanks of one and |

. richly deserves to be.

the ‘Week’ a brilliant success that it
Here in our country
also ‘ people should talk it, the press should

. publish it, the teachers should teach it and
" the ministers should preach it.’

all for the ¢Animal Week’ now being |

observed from the 11th to the 23rd of this
month.  This certainly deserves to be a
permanent institution, for it is’ but just and
proper that we should think in terms of the
mute creation for at least one week in the
year. This is the first time that a regular
week of the kind has beén organized in this
country. ‘Animal Weeks’ have been held
with tremendous success in England and
America and other countries. It was early
in April last that a ‘ Be kind to Animals
Week' was held with striking success in
Oklahoma in the United States of America.
The foliowing Proclamation made by the
Governor of that State bears eloquent
testimony to the fact that the Government
of ,that State recogmzes the 1mportance of
the Week:

*Whereas, since the teachmrr of kmdness,
justice and mercy to every living creature
is one of the powerful factors in our civili-
zation, and the developmentof good citizens
and whereas the President of the United
States has approved the general observance

of ** Bekindto Animals Week’’ and whereas
the American Humane Education Society,
the Oklahoma State Humane Society and
similat organizations throughout the country
have selected the week beginning April 6,
and ending April 12, 1924, for this obser-
vance and invite the people to talk it, the
press to publish it, the teachers to teach it
aud the ministers to preach it, now therefore,
I, M. E. Trapp, as Governor of the State of
Oklahoma, hereby call upon every citizen
in the state of Oklahoma to join in the
observance of this Week, and aid in the
promulgation of this great teaching as far
as pbssible The greatest need in all the
world is kindness and there is no stronger
force for the eradication of crime than the
correction of cruelty, neglect and abuse.’

Now that the Week has been inaugurated

by the S. P. C. A. of Madras it behoves all_

public organizations and also private in-
dividuals interested in the happiness of the
animal kingdom to co-operate with them
actively in-their work «nd -thus -try to make

1

The idea or kindness to animals is not
new tous. [tisancient and is even enjoined
on us by our religion. Manu has said that
the tying of a diseased or a weak animal to
the yoke is a sin. He even says that the
stealing of straw to feed a starving ox or a
cow should not be condemned. We even
find animals ‘sanctified by divine contact
on the steps by the divine throne.’ In
Egypt we have heard Apis as having mani-
fested as Bull and Pasht as Cat. To the
Hindu the Bull of Lord Siva, the Swan of
Brahma and the Eagle of Vishnu are objects
of veneration. Among the Parsis, Mithna
had his Bull, and the Chaldaean QOannes
had his Fish. Among the Christians the
Lamb constitutes a favourite animal and
there cannot be a more tender and loving
name ascribed to Christ than that of the
‘good shepherd.’” To the Hindus, Krishna
was Gopala, the ‘ Cowherd’. Everywhere

we find the same idea repeated and the-
animal is encircled with the halo of divinity.

To the Hindu, who sees one life, one
consciousness in all beings, vegetable,
animal and man, the animal shares the life
that lives in the man. He is taught to see
Ged in the animals around him and such
teaching has the humanizing effect on the
relation between man and animal. In
addition to all this the cattle, the ox that
ploughs the field and the cow that gives the
milk are looked upon with great reverence,
for on them "the agricultural prosperity
depends. The cow is regarded as the
mother and is religiously tended and fed.
On a particular day in the year, i.e. on
Matlupongal Day, the cowis washed, brushed
and decorated with flowers—even literally
worshipped. The cow again is looked upon
as the best omen by a Hindu before he starfs
on any journey,

While man has shown his love to\vards
the animal in such wiys, the animal is no
whit behind in its love towards man also.
Instances are not wanting (o show that
animals have not only rendexed help 1@ man
in some way or other but alégg,m,ygme

occasions have even 'at‘edﬁlmag.lu.e:\“lgb %
the Ramayana, w 'of@ Low the squirrel w ¢
1 J

/y‘*
A

helped Sri-Rama, ,ufs«o\\n humble way, in 3
%.{ {17393}
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putting up the bridge connecting India and ] superiority be the measure of our gentleness.

Lanka, the island of Ceylon, and how the

Then shall the whole atmosphere of our

dainty stripes over the tiny creature were | surroundings change, and cruelty, ill-treat-
the result of the caressing strokes of the | ment, indifference will give place to mercy,
divine fingers. There is zlso a Christian f gentleness and tenderness. Animals have

legend that when Jesus hung dying on the |

their rights and we have duties towards them

cross, He felt the flutter of some bird | for rights belong to the weak and duties to
against his right hand and when he opened | the strong. Let us deserve and win that
his weary eyes He found a tiny brown bird ,I noblest of all titles: * The friend of all
making feeble attempts to pull out the nail | creation.’"’ Zhe ¢ Madras Mail,’ dafe({ ZOM
that had crucified the Lord. °His life- b]ood November, 1924,

had stained the tender breast-feathers; He | e

smiled and blessed; and ever after the .
crimson breast was the mark of all the robin-
race and they became the Robin Red-breasts, !
best loved of English birds.” Leaving |
aside legends, we can also cite instances of | |

heroic deeds of our brothers in the animal
world quite in recent times. Near the
monastery of St. Bernard in the Alps is
erected amonumentin memory of a splendid
St. Bernard dog and on it is inscribed:
* Barry the heroic. Saved the lives of forty
persons and was killed by the forty-first.’
Quite unusually the personal column in the
London Z7Z7mes reported the death of a dog
named Tom at Torquay for he had saved
the life of his mistress twice during the war
and again before his death, jumped over a
high bank into a canal and saved a child,
without being asked. At Brioude in Central
France, the life of a gir]l was saved by some
cows which drove away the boars that
attacked the child. In our own country, in
the town of Karachi an incident took place
when a dog, the guardian of the six children
of one Mr. L. G. Brown, a local window
cleaner, dragged a baby from beneath the
wheels of a motor car, and paid for its
heroism with its life. Instances could be
multiplied. But these must suffice to show,
how on several occasions our mute brothers |
of the animal world have come to the rescue
of their fellow-brother of the human world.
.These are - the creatures to whom we are
asked to be kind, creatures when they suffer
-could only moan but can never complain.
The terrible overloading of bullock carts
that we see in the streets of Madras is
shocking and let us in this week strive by
all possible means to put an end to that
 barbarity. Let us in these and succeeding
. days form ourselves into bands of mercy
for the protection of the weak. Let us, as
“Dr. Besant has very truly remarked, ‘be
.. tender and compassionate to these younger
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5,’ MADRAS-—B7479. -

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Madras S P C A. Prize Essay Competxtnon
. for 1924

The subjects for this year’s Prlze Essay Competrtlon are—

o specxally in India.’

(2 ) ‘For Hrgh School Students ‘Care and Treatment of
- Pets? E '

’
’

@ ) For College Students. ‘The use and value of cows,
"@ One gold medal wxll be awarded for the best hnghsh Essay
L‘j _written by a student (boy or girl) of any College in the Presidency
(mcludmg Mysore) on the subject prescribed above for College
-~“students ; “and one gold medal and one silver niedal for the best
_ Enghsh and the best Vernacular Essay respectively by a student
" (boy ot girl) of any School in the Presidency’ (including . Mysore)
> on the subject prescribed : above for -School students. The essays,
o ought to'be sentso as to reach the Honorary Secretary on or

before the st February, 1925.

é.-.non‘ on the subject can be obtained from the Honorary Secretary,
. S8.P.C. A., Vep6ry, Madras , _

The conditiohs of the competztlon and any other mforma- :

5
)

/4



. :‘The followmg (‘ ONVICTIONS for cruelty to ammals were obtamed m
Madras for the 12 months of 1924 by the Socnety s’Agents —

VVorkmg Horses in an unfxt state S
~ Do.» Ponies lo.” SO
- Do..~ Bullocks "

- Do.  'Buffaloes -

- . Do, “Mules, '
Cows 111 treated
Calves . do.”"
«-Fowls - do.™~

.-Donkeys do. . .

. Goading Bulls- , -

" Overloading © '~

.~ Owners causing cruelty
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