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Moral Obligation

of Vegetarianism
EXTENSION OF SYMPATHY AND
UNDERSTANDING TO ANIMALS

The Bombay Humanitarian Society sends
us the following article by the Rev. Victor
A. Callow for publication.

Quite a number of people think ve-
getarianism is a fad, and the man or woman
who attempts to practise it is either a faddist
or a crank. The purpose of the present
article is to show that vegetarianism is not
a fad but a moral act; that while certain
vegetarians may be cranks—such people
are found in all movements—vegetarianism
involves ideals and morals which the human
race has been seeking to express all through
its history.

The moral condition of any people is
determined by the amount of imaginative
sympathy they possess. The rise of the
human race from savagery to barbarism
consists to a great extent in the growth
of imaginative sympathy. As sympathy
widens so moral standards become more
exacting. _

Far back in the history of the world,
sympathy was limited to blood relationship;
it was a matter of the family. There was
very little feeling or care for any creature
beyond the narrow circle of the family.
Sympathy and understanding widened out
and included all who were supposed to have
descended from the common ancestry.
The next stage was when the family
expanded into the tribe. In these we

cannot help observing how the members of }

a tribe were only interested in their omf‘

1

' members.

If a member of a tribe received
an injury or insult, the others felt as though
it had been done to themselves. They also
felt and expressed resentment if . any
member of the tribe broke its customs or
did things contrary to its welfare. They
were not troutbled because the members of
some other tribe were injured, robbed or
even/put to death; that was no concern of
theirs ; their imaginative sympathy did not
extend beyond their own tribe.

By the by the tribe settled into one or
more village communities of ¢ city states’
as seen in ancient Greece. These small
communities had some common aims and
some amount of fellow feelings. InGreece,
they occasionally formed a league for the
purpose of combining against a foreign
aggressor. But for the most part they
were hostile and eager to fight among
themselves.

IMAGINATIVE SYMPATHY

It was out of 2 group of such communities
that the nation as we know it to-day took
its rise. People may be scattered over an
immense extent of country ; they are no
longer of one blood in the ordinary sense
of the word; the nation is made up of
people of many different origins—Saxons,
Norman and Dane—but we are all English.
Our mental outlook has expanded so that
we are able to take in the whole nation.
Sympathy has paved the way for a deeper
understanding among peoples and hence
a higher moral code. Ev er} thing that
touched what we call ¢ the life of the nation’
we feel. Our moral obligations have grown
with this@ rowth of s; mpathy with a wider
3_\’01](1 - S
+" " But this growth oi 1m'10’mat1vc sympathy
does not cease when we have reached the
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‘nation stage.” A glimpse of something
larger than the national sympathy has been
gained by a few men here and there
throughout the ages. Our sympathy, our
feeling, ourpower to care has been extended
until it includes any one who is a human
being. An old Roman writer said, ‘I am
a man, and nothing human is foreign to
me.” But this mental outlook and the
imaginative sympathy which has gone with
it, have developed .very slowly. Even
to-day we find it difficult to care or to feel,
for the people beyond the limits of our own
country. Some of our laws and national
policies are arranged on the understanding
that if a thing is to the interest of some
other nation, it must be injurious to ours.

This is a state of mind and feeling due to a |

lack of imaginative sympathy, which the
world has got to outgrow.

So it seems that if the world has made
any progress since the days of the Egyptian
civilization, it has been along the line of
imaginative sympathy; a deeper under-
standing and a higher moral code between
men. And to-day we are going a step
beyond this. For some time many men
and women have been endeavouring to let
their sympathies reach beyond the limit of
what is human and reach to any creature
that can sufler or enjoy. Animals have
rights. We see the recognition of this in
the existence of societies for the protection
of animals and the enforcement of laws
against cruelty.

GREATEST LESSON OF HISTORY

Charles Darwin in his descent of Man
has shown that, ‘ Those communities and
nations which have the largest number of
sympathetic members are the strongest and
best able to survive.” That is the greatest
lesson of history; that is the great moral
of the universe, as definite and as sure as
physical law of gravitation. The teaching
of history is,—extend sympathy and live;
live for yourself and you perish. ThIS
moral law which has gradually been made
plain to us from the past, is the moral law
upon which vegetarianism is founded.
Vegetarianism stands for the extension of
sympathy and understandmg to the animal
creation, and vegeta arks a step

As a result of this imaginative sympathy,
there are in the world to-day. cultured men
and women or men and women of fine
feeling. Most people will agree that the
development of fine feeling in the individual
should be the aim of our social organization.
This fine feeling is developed to such an
extent in some people that they confess
that if they had to slaughter animals in
order to obtain food they could not do it.
The question that arises here is important
and must be leftto the consciences of those
whom it may concern.—Is it strictly moral
to ask some one else, even if you pay for
it, to do something w hxch you feel you can-
not do yourself ?

If we admit that the progress of the
human race is towards a wider sympathy
and development of fine feeling, then—
what of that class of men who spend their
lives, earn their livings, slaughtering animals
for the purpose of food. What chance has
the butcher to develop his fine feelings?
It is often said that the butcher gets used
to his jobs and does not notice it ; and that
is quite true, the most terrible truth of it.
He does get used to it, reconciled to all the
beastliness and ugliness of suffering and
slaughter, That is the finalhorror. If our
sympathies do not extend to the bullocks,
they ought to extend to the butchers.

The moral obligation of vegetarianism
does not end with the demand that we
should follow the tendency of the ages and
extend our sympathies to the animal
creation, but our obligation extends to that
class of men whom sociéty has condemned
to the business of slaughter.

II
Our Sportive Butchers
DELIGHT IN KILLING FOR ITS
OWN SAKE
(By Hexry W. NEevINsON)

This is * Animals’ Weltfare Week,’ and
we naturally think of the animals and birds
that fare so ill at the hands of man. The
theme is enormous, for it includes elephants
slaughtered for ivory billiard-balls, live
turtles stript of their scales by slow fire for
‘ tortoise-shell,”  seals bludgeoned by
thousands for fur coats, kids ripped unborn

‘ from their mothers for ¢ astraken,’ old horses

wpxported for cats’ meat, birds massacred by

ipe ton to adorn our fashionable squaws—
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-but I need not prolong the sickening list.

To-day I would think only of our killing of
animals for amusement.
It is significant that the word *sport,’

" which originally meant ‘diversion’ or

¢ fun,' should now be used mainly of taking
life. When a fisherman tells us he has
enjoyed good sport, he means that he has
killed a large number of fish, usually after
the fish have made a long and painful
struggle for life; and though his account
of the number and the struggles may be an
instance of *terminological inexactitude,’
still both may have been considerable. So
when a man or woman tells us that sport is
the object of a journey to the Highlands of
Africa or India, we know that the killing of

beautiful or strange, and generally harmless

animals and birds is meant—grouse, deer,
wild sheep, antelopes, giraffes, hippos, or
buffaloes. And again it is significant that
the word f game,’ which comes from an old
English word meaning ‘joy,’ should now
be used to classify the animals and birds
that are thought best fitted to be killed for
pleasure or fun.

Delight in killing for its own sake comes
from the primitive savage’s joy in securing
the body of a different kind of animal from
himself to eat and to supply him with cloth-
ing and ornament. I know what that joy
is, for I have witnessed the delight with
which my carriers in Central Africa cut in
pieces, cooked, and devoured every scrap

‘of the antelopes that I shot for their

food—every scrap but the horns and hoofs
and bones. Against such savages one can
say no more than against lions and tigers
who kill to live. But it is strange to notice
how deeply implanted this instinctive love
of killing remains even in the most civilized
peoples, like our own. It has long survived
the demands of necessity. People still eat
partridges, grouse, and venison, butit is not
because they are hungry that our princes

_and plutocrats attend the partridge drives

among the stubble-fields of Norfolk, and the
pheasant drives in their plantations, or lurk
in the heather of the Highland, or pitch
their jolly camps in Kenya or Cashmere.
Still less is it hunger that drives them to
run foxes to death with packs of hounds
across the fields of ILeicestershire, or to
tear the pregnant otter to death in the
Cumberland streams, or to watch grey-
hounds snap the terrified hare to death for
the Waterloo Cup.

. I

It is the lust of blood that drives them.
But for the hope of taking life these sports
would give them no pleasure. To kill is
their object. ‘I like death!’ a great
huntsman used to say to me when I was a
boy in Leicestershire. « By God!’ said a
hunting parson to me once, ‘1'd rather be
a hound than an Archbishop!’ That showed
a fine spirit of abnegation, though it was
unlikely that he would ever become an
Archbishop. But what he envied was the
joy of the hound when he gets his teeth
into the fox’s fur and swallows the hot and
tormented blood. Or take that still more
amazing prayer of the hunter in John
Masefield’s ‘ Reynard the Fox’ when the
hounds were close upon the hard-driven little
creature :— .

¢Mob him! cried Ridden, the woed’s
ahead.

Turn him, damn it! Yooi! beauties, beat
him ! .

O God, let them get him: let them eat
him !

O God! said Ridden, I’'ll eat him stewed.
If yow’ll let us get him this side the wood.’

One may understand that savage prayer,
with its barbaric promise to God in return
for Almighty’s special assistance. Itis the
instinct inherited from the savage’s delight
in obtaining food by killing another animal.
But though Ridden here vowed to God
that he would eat the fox, it is doubtful if
he would have been hungry enough to keep
his vow. Like other *sportsmen,” he was a
mere amateur in slaughter. So the deer-
stalkers are amateur butchers, the grouse
shooters are amateur poulterers. They kill,
not from necessity, but for fun. They
sport because they like taking life. Inlast
Tuesday’s 7imes we read of a Master of
Foxhounds in a southern country who
‘likes to kill his May fox’—Ilikes to kill
the little animal just in the breeding
season.

¢ Oh, but,” I shall be told, ‘all these
sports are so manly, and they inculcate the
virile and sportsmanlike virtues for which
we'English are everywhere distinguished.’
Last February 16, near Petersfield, a fox,
worn almost to death by the run before the
Cowdray hounds, sprang through the
window of a rich man’s house and climbed
for shelter up the chimney. The hunters
in whom all sportsmanlike virtues had been

i inculcated, lighted a fire up the grate to
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smoke him out, and when this sportsman-
like enterprise falled they ordered work-
men to remove bricks in the chimney till
the wretched creature was caught and
flung to the hounds. On last March 26, at
Ll’mdovery, in South Wales, a fox ﬂfter
running for his life for five hours took
refuge in a drain pipe ; he was w ashed out,

he took refuge on a haystack; he \\asi

driven off ; he ran through the town and
took refucve in the College, and then we
read :—

« Running blindly backwards and for-
wards, surrounded by a multitude of foes,
limping and bleeding, the poor creature
was torn to pieces by hounds, to the delight
of the crowd and the satisfactionof the hunt.’

There’s sportsmanlike instinet for you!
There’s the manly and virile quality that
makes our country the envy of less sport-
ing lands ?

For the love of decency let us have no
more of this humbug ! Let us agree with
old Sir Thomas More in his {opia, that
* Hunting is the lowest, vilest, most abject
part of butchery.’ To take life for pleasure
is invariably the mark of a dull and unimagi-
native mind. whose feelings cannot be
stirred but by the excitement of causing or
witnessing death. So long as that dull and
unimaginative mind persists in our royal
families, nobility and plutocrafts, the delight
in killing for fun will also persist in the
fools who follow fashion because it is
fashionable.

And what is worse, it will be encouraged
among the degenerate *‘sportsmen’ and
bookmakers who haunt the rabbit-coursing
grounds on Sunday mornings, or give caged
rats five leaps for life at a penny a piece
before the terriers on Wormwood Scrubs.
It was well for one of the noblest wminds
that England ever bore to swear ¢ never to
blend our pleasure or our pride with sorrow
of the meanest thing that feels.” But so
long as kings and princes and people of
fashion pursue their pleasure without regard
for such sorrow, their cruel example will
permeate the country.—7%he New Leader.

, 11X
Deadly Duel between
Fox and Cobra

There is a touch of pathos in the follow- |
ing interesting story, which a correspondent |

l

l

one day when he went deer-stalking. He
noticed in the distance a small animal tied
to a rope which seemed to be fastened to a
peg driven into the ground. Around this
peg the animal kept on a rotary movement
at a terrific pace, occasionally halting and
changing its course. On getting close,
however, the animal turned out to be a fox
and the rope ahuge black cobra. The deadly
battle between the two raged furiously for
a time when zll-of a sudden the fox dived
into a hole and disappeared. But no, the
fight was not to cease, for the fox appeared
zgain and set upon its enemy. Impatient
of waiting longer, the Shikari revealed his
presence when the fox slunk away. The
cobra hissed the more furiously at this

.unexpected intrusion but one shot from the

gun stilled him. Proud of his achievements
the Shikari carried the trophy home and
showed it to his {riends. < Curiosity at
its awful dimensions and a dissecting
impulse’ however impelled him to rip
open its stomach when what should he sze
but two little foxes huddled together appa-
rently a day or two old. The reason for
the deadly duel was now obvious. The
monster had swallowed the young ones in
the absence of the mother and she was
desperately trying to wreak her vengeance.

1v

Mother Cat, Braving Fire,

saves Hittens

During the terrible Jersey City fire an
act of bravery on the part of a mother cat
brought forth the cheers of the crowd.
As a powerful stream of water fell upon
the blazing wall of one of the many burn-
ing buildings, it struck the cat with such
force that it lifted her across the street.
As soon as she could recover her breath
she hurried back to the shelter where she
had left her four new-born kittens, and
emerged carrying one in her mouth, which
she laid carefully on the opposite side of
the street. The crowd tried to keep her
from again entering the burning building,
but three times she made the ‘trip, each
time bringing out one of her wee babies.
The last attempt was frustrated by a solid
' wall of fire, and slowly and sadly she re-
turned and lay down by her little family.

i It was not an agent of the S.P.C.A. ora

of the Bengalee sends to that paper of | police officer, or even an adult person who
what happened to a Shikari friend of his | took the rescued family, but a little Polish

Tit-Bits of Animal Life, 25

. girl, herself made homeless by the fire, !

who placed the mother cat and kittens

caretully in her skirt, and carried them to |

a place of safety.
A"
Love of Boy saves Dog
A pathetic story of a boy"s devotion to |

his dog is printed in the C/'zatfmzooga\"

Times. Franklin Ross had a dog for which
he was too poor to payethe license fee.
One day it was picked up by the dog-|
catcher and Franklin was frantic lest he
should lose his pet. Accordingly, he went
to the county jail and inquired of the !~
jailor:

¢ Has anybody bere seen my dog? He:
wasn't much of a dog; just a little old |
hound, but he was all I got and the wagon
done got him. I know you folks ain’t
going to keep him ; my mother told me to
pray and I would get him back, and that’s
what I have been doing all night. What
about it, mister ? I ain’t got no money, but
I can work and I would do most anything .
to get him back; I'll work for you the rest [
of the year if you want me to.’

The officer answered, ‘we hav
yvour dog but if he is in the city [’ll get
him for you.” He kept his word and now
Buster is wearing a bright license tag and |
a brand new collar.
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Convnbtmns for ﬂle\fll'St half of 1925

i -~

This return is published to inform the public of the nature and extent of
acts of cruelty to animals discovered by the Society in the City of Madras,

The following CONVICTIONS for cruelty to animals were obtained in
I\E\dras for the first half year 1925 by the Society’s Agents:— '

1. Working Horses in an unfit state . 15

2. Do. Ponies do. i 266

3. Do.. Bullocks do. - .. L S 829

4. Do.  Buffaloes -~ do. RO o 2

_ 5. Do. + Mules Codos o L S -

© 6. Cows ill-treated ... U 2

7. Calves do.. e .38

8. Fowls do. S U . 1

9. Donkeys do. s 4

10. Goading Bulis TR v,

11. Overloading ) . e 1
12. Owners causing cruelt§ T o 4

-Total . 1162

-
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