TIT-BITS OF ANIMAL LIFE.

A QUARTERLY ADVOCATE OF HUMANITY FOR SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.
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Thomas Hardy on Prevention of Cruelty

Compassion i SOME NEW SUGGESTIONS

An Ode in Celebration of the Centenary of the | At the instance ot the 8.P.C.A., Madras
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty {o | a number of Headmasters of Hig},l Schools’
Animals. . in the City and others interested in S.P.C.A

. work assembled in the Wesley College:
Hall at 3.30 p.m. on Saturday, August 30, '
Lit by a few fain pioneers 1924, when Mr. P. A. Subramania- Iyer,

Before incredulous eyes. ' 8.4, L.T., Headmaster of the Hindu High

We read the legend that it lights : School, Triplicane, was voted to- the chair.

"« Why must throughout this fand of histori-ed rights | L e Chairman explained in a few words
Mild creatures, despot-doomed, bewildered plead, the object of the meeting and stated

Their often hunger, thirst, pangs, prisonmeant, that it was mainly to enlist the active
In deep dumb gaze more eloquent interest of the heads of schools and.their

Backward amid the dusky years
A lonesome lamp is seen arise. .

Than tongué of highest heed ?’ pupils in the cause of the S.P.C.A. and
‘ ) invited suggestions from the gentlemen-
What was famt-'written, read in a breath present as to how best to achieve this
In that year—ten-times-ten away— object. An informal discussion followed
A farger clearer conscience saith and a number of useful suggestions were
More sturdily to-day: made. The following were among the
But still those innocents are thralls " | more important of them:—
To thrabless hearts, near, far, that hear no calls 1) The * Animal Week’ ‘should
Of honour towards thei'r too-dependent frail ; segvzad every ye:?xi' in every séhool nolzeogll;
Aud {from Columbia Cape to lnd we see in the City but also in the mofussil and the
How helplessness.breeds'tyranny _ first week of November may be observed
fn power beyord assail. | as such this year. During this week the

school authorities should be requested to
devote about an hour every day to the
inculcation of lessons~on Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals. This may be done
either by assembling all the boys in- the
school hall and speaking to them or by

Know— . - getting each teacher to address his class in
And on we labour hopeful. ¢ Ailinen,’ his'own room. Suitable notes of lessong
Outcalls one great of old ; * May good have rule!!’  for this purpose should be prepared by a

And ¢ Blessed are the Merciful 11’ Committee and printed copies of them

< vel a greater one. should be sent to each school at Jeag
_Ca"’ yet 2 8 fortnight in advance of the ‘Animal.‘.’;aesetka’

Junuary 22, 1924.—Thomas Hardy. | Wherever possible; publie meetings throyn

Cries still are heard in secret nooks,
Tilt hushed with gag or slit or thud ;
And hideous dens whereon none looks
Are sprayed with sparting blood
But here, in battlings, patient, slow, .
Much has been won—more, may be than w
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open to the general public should also be
organized during this week and influential :
gentlemen in the locality should be asked
to address them.

(2) The idea underlying the Band of
Mercy League should be broadcasted and
pupils should be asked to take the pledge
~ preferably during the ¢ Animal Week.” .
Headmasters of schools may he requested
to depute one of the teachers in the staff to |
act as Secretary to the League in the school, °
so that the interest of the boys may be kept
up and sustained every year. As a me-
mento of the ‘Animal Week ' and of the
pledge taken, each pupil should be given
a well-designed card containing the pledge .
elegantly printed. Also as a mark of
sacrifice on the part of the pupils, they may
be asked to pay one pie each during the
«Week.” Boys should, as in the case of
Boy Scouts, be<encouraged to do some
good turn every day and note it in their :
diaries. The more promising among them
should be encouraged to take part in the
Annual Prize Essay Competition conducted !
by the S.P.C.A.

(3) In large centres like Trichinopoly,
Madura, Rajahmundry, Vizagapatam or
Cocanada, heads of educational institutions
may be requested to form themselves into
committees as suggested above and carry
on work on the lines indicated.

After these suggestions had been adopted
1 committee was appointed to frame suit-
able notes of lessons for use by teachers
during the ¢Animal Week.” This Com-
mittee met on September 20, and it was
hoped that by October 10, copies of the
notes would have been despatched to all
schools in the Presidency.

It is earnestly requested that all heads of
educational institutions in the Presidency
will co-operate in the matter and make the
¢ Animal Week ’ a success.
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Two Little Orphan Grizzli
‘ Cubs

THE life-story of every hear is a story of
adventure, says Enos A. Mills in his book
entitled ‘ TheiGrizzly’, which all boys would
do well to read. He tells a pitiful tale of

Mr. Mills and the hunter had searched for
the C}lbs and finally caught sight of them
peeping from a fine hiding place not thirty

. feet away. Then the following took place :

After hesitating for a moment they came
out and stood looking intently toward us
and their dead mother.

As we did not move, they took a few
steps toward ws.  After a stare, they
stopped, rose up and looked round, and

- then hastily retreated to the rocks. Evi-

dently their mother had trained then to stay

. wherever she left them until she returned.

But they had waited long. For a while
they stood and whimpered very much like
hungry, forsaken children. They could
scent their mother, and see her, too, and
they were hungry and lonesome. Again
they started slowly toward the men, walk-

i ing closely side by side. When very near,
. they paused, rose on their hind legs and

looked in wonder and longing at their life-
lgss mother. Then they went.to her. One
little cub sniffed in a bewildered, puzzled
way over her cold still body. He gently
stroked her fur with his paw and then sat
down and began to whimper and cry.

‘ 'I‘he_other cub stood looking with awe
into his mother’s motionless face, but at
last he shook off his fright and smelled her
bloody head; then, all forlorn, he turned to
look into the face of the hunter who had
been watching the little cub all this while
with tears on his cheeks. After a moment
he took a step toward him, rose up and,
putting his forepaws upon the man’s knee,
looked confidingly into his face. The men
carried the little orphans to camp and the
hunter raised them. Their mother was the
last animal that he ever shot.

1V
The Child and His Pets
SYMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING

There is scarcely a child who has not at
some time or other expressed an ardent
desire to become the owner of a dog, cat,
bird or other living creature. And, should
circumstances forbid the possession of more
pleasing or responsive pets, the small boy
will often seek satisfaction in an attempt to
domesticate a frog, mouse, or beetle.

Ownership is a source of pride, of course,
but the ruling feeling of the child towards
his pet should be, and generally is, one of
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friendship and protective tenderness, and
the parent who, by giving him some animal
to tend and study, helps him to a sym-
pathetic understanding of the rights of
dumb creatures is making the. most of un
opportunity for moral training.

Durirs or OWNERSHIP

Even a young child should be taught
that ownership has its duties, and that the .
care of his furred or feathered dependents

must come before the serving of his own
pleasure.
[f he is not old enough to feed and water

his pets and clean their dwelling-places | 31
selves and be sure of direct access to the

unaided, he should do it with the help and
supervision of a grown-up, but never should
he be allowed to thrust his responsibility
upon other people, nor become intermittent
in his attentions.

If the child tires of his pets it is probably
because school interests, or some absorbing
hobhy, are occupying the greater part of his
thoughts. But it is, nevertheless, far better
in this case that he should part with his
dependents, for without his affectionate
regard for their welfare there is no moral

~ gain in ownership.

SAFEGUARDING HELPLESSNESS
Children who are little more than babies
will often manifest a great interest in
animals, but in fairness to the latter they
should never be allowed to handle or
exercise control over them. It is cruel to
put puppies, kittens, and chickens into hot

. little hands, that will clutch them lovingly,

indeed, but with suffocating pressure, while
the sight of a small dog held in a leash by a
voung and thoughtless child is one to excite
compassion for the unfortunate animal.

From the point of view of hygiene, too,
it is best to keep children from close contact
with their pets, for, no matter how carefully
the latter are tended, their coats are usually
dusty, and their tongues by no means free
from germs. The kissing of furry friends
is dangerous to the child, and much fondling
harmful to both parties.

v
A King’'s Justice to a Horse

All the world has heard of Sain_t Louis,
the good king of France, who, in olden

times, administered justice under a big oak

tree near his palace, saysa contributor to
RSP C A Journal, Australia.

- men did not always show

Ch.arlcs, tpe kir.lg of the little Italian
province of Calabria, also judged his people

. himself, but, instead of holding his judg-

ment out of doors, he received his subiects
in the hall of his castle.  subjects
Now, the king happened to hear that his

) into his presence
those whom he wished to be introduced. If

poor, shabby people called they were often
refused admission, and no one heard their
plea.

Determined to prevent such practices
Charles ordered a bell to be hung in such z;
way that petitioners might pull it them.

king's presence. So it was done.

One day an old horse, abandoned by his
master, happened to pass near the castle and
to browse among the green herbs growing
between the stones in the'wall. By chance
the horse pulled the bell-rope hanging
there, and the sound echoed through the
castle.

‘ Open the door,] _ordered the king, * and
bring in the supplicant.” Soon after the
guard returned laughing. * Itis but a horse,
Your Highness, Su Capece’s horse,’ he said.
¢ Let this knight come in,’ replied the king.

Capece was introduced, and Charles
inquired why his horse was wandering
about. “Oh, my Lord,” answered the
knight, * he was a splendid creature in his
time. He followed me through .twenty
campaigns ; but now he is no longer tit for
work, and I find it useless to feed the poor
beast to no purpose.’

‘ Yet did not my father reward vou for
your services? ' asked Charles. ° So,
indeed, he did,’ said Capece. * Andyet you
will not keep this brave horse to which you
may owe your success!’ said the king.
¢ Go home, and give the horse a comfortable
box in your stables; I intend it to be well
treated, or my displeasure awaits you.’

King Charles slept heavily that night,
grateful and glad to have had the opportu-
nity of rendering justice even to a horge.—
Selected.

Vi
Strange Comrades
(Bv FLORENCE HabLiv)

This incident occurred during an unusy.-
ally dry season several years ago wlien
. . =

even large brooks were absolutely dry
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