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TIT-BITS OF ANIMAL LIFE.

A QUARTERLY ADVOCATE OF HUMANITY FOR SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.
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Eotes of a Lesson on Kind- | of consigning his sheep to the charge of a

ness to Animals
(PREPARED FOR THE USE OF
SCHOOLS DURING THE LAST
ANIMAL WEEK)

The object of the lesson is to impress on
the mind of the pupil the rights of animalg
and their claims to humane treatment at

- all times.

Children must be taught that lower
‘animals are God’s creatures, as they them-
selves are and that they have the same right
to life and protection.

The spirit of humanity towards the animal
kind is best promoted by bringing home to
the mind of the pupil that all living crea-
tures are fundamentally alike in their nature
and characteristics and that they are bound
together by the ties and obligations of a
common kinship.

The notion that man is the centre of the
universe and that everything else has been
brought into existence to minister to his
wants and to gratify his desires is errone-
ous. As a matter of fact, man is one of a
series of sentients, differing in degree but
not in kind from beings below, above and
around him,

Almost every noble quality for which
man takes credit may be found in animals,
which he, in his vanity and ignorance,
imagines as lower than himself and of no
consequence as moral entities.

Take dog as an instance and show that
he is distinguished for his great intellj-
gence, fidelity to duty, nobleness of nature,
patience, courage and affection.

. Narrate the following incident given by
Romanes:—* A gentleman was in the habit

Scoteh collic without supervision. On one
occasion he remained behind. Onp arriving
at home late in the evening, he was astoni-
shed to learn that his faithful anjmal had
not made her appearance with the drove,
He immediately set out in search of her,
But on going out into the streets, there she
was coming with the drove, not one mis-
sing, and, marvellous to relate, she was
carrying a young puppy in her mouth. She
had been taken in travail on the hills, and
how the poor creature had contrived to
manage her drove in her condition is
beyond human calculation, for her road lay
through steeps all the way. Her master’s
beart smote him when he saw what she
had suffered and effected. But she was
nothing daunted, and after depositing her
young one in a place of safety, she again
set out full speed for the hills, and brought
another and another, till she brought the
whole litter, one Ly one; but the last one
was dead,
Narrate also

(1) The story of a dog who stood over

the lifeless body of his master, grieving for

recognition and starting at every flutter of
his garments till he himself died of starva-

tion.

(2) The story ot the Dog of Ulysses
who recognized his old master on his
return to his native land, disguised as g
beggar, after many years wandering.

(3) The story of Grey Friars’ Bobby.
A poor man died in Edinburgh, in 1858,
and was buried in the Grey PFriars’ church-
- yard. Among the mourners was 2 dég.
' The next morning,. the old curator found.
~him lying on the grave. He was 3 Scotch

9
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3 Tit-bits of Animal Life.

terrier, with grizzled black and tan feet and
nose. As dogs are not allowed in the
churchyard, the curator drove him out.
The second morning it1e was found on his
master’s grave It was cold and wet the
third morning, but the dog was there,
shivering and hungry. The old man, out
of pity, fed him. The dog seemed to think
that he had thus acquired a rvight to be
there, and he made the churchyard his
home. His right was recognised. One of
the Royal Engineers paid his board for a
time; but for six years the keeper of a
restaurant near by fed him regularly.
Every day, at the sound of the Castle gun,
he went for his meals. When the dog tax |
was raised, the restauirant keeper was called |
upon to pay for ¢ Bobby.” He would have
done so, but the dog would never recognise |
him as his master. The case came to the
attention of the Lord Provost of Edinburgh
who exempted him. As a mark of admira-
tion of the dog’s fidelity, he also presented
him with a handsome collar with brass
nails, on which was the inscription: ‘Grey
Friars’ Bobby, presented to him by the
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 1867.” The
dog died in 1872. He had made a multi-
tude of friends, but he never acknowledged
any other master than the poor man in his
grave.

The lesson of this affecting story so
impressed a good woman of England that
she caused to be erected in Edinburgh a |
tountain which is surmounted by a bronze
statue of ¢ Bobby.’

The monkeys are little inferior to men
in the endowment of noble feelings and |
instincts. They are the most affectionate of ‘
all the animals, excepting the dogs and
men. This affection reaches its culmina-
tion, as among men, in the love of the
mother for her child. The mother monkey’s
little one is the object of her constant care
and affection. She nurses and bathes it,
licks it and cleans its coat, and folds it in
her arms and rocks it as if to lull it to
sleep, just as human mammas do. She
divides every bite with her little one, but
does not hesitate to chastise it with slaps
anfl pinches when it is rude. The monkey
child is generally very obedient, obedient
enough for an example to many a human
youngster,

it .
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same tribe, and extends even to bhuman
bemgs,_ especially to those who make any
pretensions to do to them as they would
themselves be done by. The monkey kept
by Romanes became so attached to his
master that he went into the wildest
demonstrations of joy whenever his master,
after an absence, came into the room.
Star}dmg on his hind-legs at the full length
of his chain, and reaching out both ha;ds
as fm" as he could reach, he screamed with
all h}s might. His joy was so hysterical
that it was impossible to carry on any kind
of conversation until he had been folded in
his masger’s arms, when he immediately
grew quiet.

The following account of the attachment
pf a male monkey to his murdered consort
is a pitiful tale of human inhumanity and of
simian tenderness and devotion :

¢ A member of a shooting-party killed a
fqmale monkey, and carried her body to
his tent under a banyan-tree. The tent was
soon surrounded by forty or fifty of the
tribe, who made a great noise and threat-
ened to attack the aggressor. When he

presented his fowling-picce, the fearful’

effects of which they had just witnessed,
and appeared perfectly to understand, they
retreated. The leader of the troop, how-
ever, stood his ground, threatening and

| chattering furiously. At last, finding

threats of no avail, the broken-hearted
creature came to the door of the tent and
began a lamentable moaning, and by the
most expressive signs seemed to beg for the
dead body of his beloved. It was given
to him. He took it sorrowfully in his arms
and' bore it away to his expecting com-
panions.’

In point of conjugal love birds cannot
by any means be said to be inferior
to human beings. The pining of love-birds
for their dead sweet-hearts is well-known.
Tpe following account of the devotion of a
widowed pigeon for her deceased consort
sounds like a tale of human woe :

CA _man setto watch a field much
patronized by pigeons shot an old male
pigeon who had long been an inhabitant of
the farm. His mate, around whom he had
for many a year cooed, whom he had
nourished with his own crop and had assisted
in rearing numerous young ones, immedi-

ately settled on the ground by his side.:

She refusefl to leave him and manifested
her grief in the most expressive manner.
S
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The labourer took up the dead bird and .
hung it on a stake. The widow still refused
to forsake her husband, and continued day
after day slowly walking around the stake '
on which his body hung. The kind-hearted '
wife of the farmer heard of the matter,
and went to the relief of the stricken bird.
On arriving at the spot, she found the poor
bird still watching at the side of her dead,
and making an occasional effort to get to
him. She was much spent with her long |
fasting and gricf. She had made a circular !
beaten path around the corpse of her!
companion.’ ‘
Narrate the story of Androcles and the !
Lion and impress upon the minds of the |
pupils how even animals appreciate the !
favours bestowed upon them and repay .
them as far as it lies in their power.
Androcles, a slave in Roman times, ran
away from his cruel master and sought
refuge in a cave. A wounded lion appro-
ached him and the slave extracted a thorn
from his foot and so made friends with him. [
Androcles returned to civilization after
three years, was captured and condemned J
i

to death. He was to be thrown to the
‘lioms, but when the punishment was to be
carried out, the lion proved to be his old
friend and his life was thus saved.

Clinch from all the above facts the con-
clusion that non-human beings are just as
real beings with just as precious nerves
and just as genuine feelings, emotions and
instincts, as we ourselves and that, since
they are our own kith and kindred, we have
no right whatever to treatthem as if they
were mere things created for our exclusive
use and enjoyment—to be set upon, beaten,
maimed, starved, imprisoned, tortured, etc.

It is the worst tyranny for one being
to set itself up as the sole end for which
the Universe exists and to look upon and
act towards others as mere means to this
end.

When we realize that other beings are
similar to ourselves, that our acts produce
in them effects similar to what such acts
produce when done to ourselves and that
pain is pain and joy is joy everywhere,
even as in us, we lay the foundations of
that spirit of humanity and compassion
which should inspire us in our treatinent
not only of our human brethren but also
of our non-human fellow-creatures.

Give examples to show how great men
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which is ever quick to wmanifest itsclf
in kindness and care for every living
creature.

Narrate the following incident from the
life of Lincoln:—In the early pioneer
days, when he was a practising attorney
and ‘ rode the circuit,” as was the custom
at that time, he made one of a party of

" horsemen, lawyers like himself, who were on
' their way one spring morning from one

court town to another, Their course lay
across the prairies and through the timber;
and as they passed by a little grove where

-the birds were singing merrily, they

noticed a fledgling which had fallen from
the nest and was fluttering by the roadside.
After they had ridden a short distance,
Mr. Lincoln stopped and, wheeling his
horse, said, ¢ Wait for me a moment. |
will soon rejoin you’; and as the party
halted and watched him they saw Mr.
Lincoln return to the place where the little
bird lay helpless on the ground, saw him
tenderly take it up and set it carefully on a
limb near the nest. When he joined his
companions one of them langhingly said,
¢ Why, Lincoln, what did you bothet
yourself and delay us for, with such a trifle
as that?’ The reply deserves to be re-
membered. ‘ My friend,’ said Mr. Lincoln,
‘] can only say this, that I feel better
for it.’
Teach about the following—

{a) The meaning of the words * cruelty
to animals ;’

{6) The difference between faking the
lives of animals and cruelty with illustrative
examples ;

(¢) The reasons for not mutilating
cruelly the bodies of horses, bullocks, cows
and calves for the purpose of conforming
to fashion ; ]

(d) The reasons for or against weating
feathers or bodies of birds for ornamenting
caps, bonnets, dresses and the like which
cannot be supplied without cruelty ;

(¢) Why no pain should be caused fo
animals but they should be made happy:
and in what way this would tend te our
happiness and the formation of a manly
and humane character. )

Enumerate examples of cruelty to
ammgls—e.g._hunting to death for sport,
shutting up in cages, catching in steel

are full of this tender, humane sympathy,

traps or otherwise torturing for man’s
| pleasure or profit and exhort the pupils to
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avoid themselves and prevent others from !

indulging in every form of cruelty and
ill-usage.

Say a few words as to how animals help
us and what care we should take in the
treatment of domestic animals.

To treat an animal well, it is nccessary
to know something about its habits and its
nature and we ought never to keep a
creature unless we know how it must be
fed and are able to give it all that it
needs.

Denounce the ill-treatment and the most
awful abuses on the part of those who
keep animals for profit and exploit them
for their private gain.

Appeal to all young men to enlist them-
selves as soldiers in the cause of humanity
and fight actively against all forms of

cruelty which they see perpetrated by |

heartless wretches around them, for which
they may join the Band of Mercy League,
a movement for the promotion of kindness
to animals among the school-going
children. The Band will admit persons
who shall give their assent to the follow-
ing pledge :—

«1 will try to be kind to all living

creatures
And will try to protect them from
cruel usage.’

The members will receive an attractive
card of membership and the names of the
members will be enrolled in forms supplied
for the purpose. The Band will be named
after the School or Distrit and meetings
may be held from time to time in connec-
tion with the Band and the members
encouraged to take part by giving readings
and recitations. Stories and anecdotes
may also be related. The Band will also
encourage its members to avoid unkindness
to one another and to all persons.

One of the honoured rulers of the world
once said: ¢ No civilization is complete
that does not include within its sphere of
charity and mercy the dumb and defence-
less God’s creation.” Exhort every student
to have this as the motto of his life.

Conclude with the following lines :—

« Among the noblest of the land,
Tho’ he may count himself the least,
That man I honour and revere,

Who, without favour, without fear,
Always and ever, dares to stand
“The friend of every friendless beast.’

P

Woman’s Account of Her
Zoo Friends

'Fondling a leopard who, because of
his flery nature, was nicknamed ¢ Fire
v\:ox:ks’ by his keeper at the London Zoo ;
sitting on a hippopotamus and persmxadiné
bears to take food from her lips—these are
some of pastimes of Miss Gladys Callow
a Fellow of the Zoologic ’
friendships with animals were described in
a l§ctL11‘e to the Royal Photographic
\Socxgﬁty on Friday in mail week,

Miss Callow is a gentle, quiet-eyed
school-teacher, and she appears to make
friends with the most ferocious beasts of
t}}e jungle and swamp, and with fiercest
birds of prey in a spirit of girlish play-
fulness.

RACE oN A TorroIsE

When a correspondent found her among
her pets at the Zoo on Saturday she
laughed merrily as she told him how she
rode on the back of a 220 years old tortoise
and coaxed him to achieve the record
speed of three and a half miles an hour |

‘I'love every animal and bird in the Zoo,
but my special pet is Rex the leopard,’ she
said, *My friendship with him began
when he was considered very dangerous.
Seeing me coming one day, he came to the
bars of his cage and pressed against them
to get a good look at me. . I took that to
bg a sign of friendliness, and I stroked
him. After that | could do practically
what Iliked with him. We play one of
our great games when I give him a bone
and then take it out of his jaws.. He knows
that I will give it back to him. If I don’t
take it he pushes it into my hand, as much
as to say, *‘Come on, play up!’

STrOKING THE TIGER

‘1 find that all the big cats—Ileopards,
tigers and others-—are just like our little
domestic cats in their love of being tickled
behind the ears and of being stroked
gently, Rex makes all sorts of pretty
noises when I play with him in this way.

“To gain any animal’s confidence it is
absolutely necessary to show no fear, and
one should not cry out or back away when
the animal comes near. Most animals are
afraid of human beings, and if they are
shown kindness and are treated as though
they had some sense they will generally
respond.”

.

al Society, whose
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~ Sometime ago Miss Callow attended to
Bob, the hippopotamus, when he had a
septic tooth. She helped his keeper to
administer iodine, and then sponged out
the beast’s mouth. She even got on
excellent terms with a hornbill that had
attacked several persons and had inflicted
an ugly wound on a man’s head after
cutting his bowler hat in two.

_ ¢There is no magic about me that
enables me to make friends with the
animals,’ she insisted. ¢ They just happen
to like me—and that’s all there is in it.

-G

. The Knowing Birds
MEN WHO COMMAND THEIR

CONFIDENCE

A gentleman named Mr. Algernon
Valentine is to be seen daily in Hyde Park
exercising his almost hypnotic and even
miraculous powers over the sparrows. He
calls, and they come to him ; he bids them
go back, and they retreat; more wonder-
ful than all, he bids them to eat, and they
eat; and not to eat and they don’t eat.
There used to be for many years in the
Tuileries Gardens in Paris a man who_had
the same hypnotic power over birds, and
who gave an exhibition of his skill every
day for years, to_the great delight of the
nursery maids and the children. Henry
Ward Beecher, the great.-American prea-
cher and one of the most wonderful orators,
had - something . of the same power. He
had only to sit on the verandah in his
country home, and immediately, without
his uttering a word or making any gesture,
the verandah would be filled with all kinds
of birds, who just came and looked at him
and chirruped to him. He was said to be
one of the sweetest natured people one
could hope to meet.

' -

CONSERVATION OF INDIA’S
CATTLE WEALTH

In a pre-eminently agricultural country
like India the quality and quantity of the agri-
cultural cattle is all important. The hope-
lessly poor and inadequate cattle stock of our
country is clearly reflected in the abnormal
prices of-milk and its bye-products obtain-
ing in this country. «To solve this compli-
cated problem the Bombay Humanitarian
League has put forward .a number of
suggestions which they have sent broad-
cast. They suggest that (1) export of cattle

[
/

be legally prohibited and the law be vigi-
lantly enforced; (2) cattle farms be main-
tained by the State to give the public an
idea of improving and maintaining the
breed of cattle; (3) cruelty to animals and
negligence in keeping them be made
punishable by law; (4) cattle exhibitions
be held by the State annually and prizes
be awarded to the owners of the best bred
and well-kept animals to encourage love
for animal breeding and cattle preserva-
tion ; (5) Gaucharans (Pasture-grounds) be
specially allotted in reasonable proportion
throughout the limits of the State;
(6) slaughter of useful animals as cows,
buffaloes, bullocks, be prohibited by law ;
(7) to encourage agriculture, cultivating
class be given special concessions and their
rights be specially guarded; new and
successful methods of agriculture be en-
couraged; (8) humane education be intro-
duced in: the school curricula; (9) animal
sacrifice and killing for sport be banished
by the State making them punishable by
law; and (10) slaagther houses be kept
closed at least on religious and festive
occasions. We earnestly hope that these
valuable suggestions will receive sympa-
thetic consideration at the hands of the
authorities and be given effect to as far as
possible,
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THE SANDPIPER. v : @

ST o

z
Across the narrow beach we flit, @
- One little sandpiper and I ; ‘ <
And fast T gather, hit by bit, E‘] . .
The scattered driftwood, bleached and dry. .
The wild waves reach their hands for it, . ,
The wild wind raves, the tide runs.high,
As up and down the beach we flit— E

One "l_ittle_,sban‘d'pi:per and I,

v

Above our heads the sullen clouds -"* "
Scud black and swift across the sky; -

- Like sifent ghosts in misty shrouds, - L
. Standout the' white lighthoyses high,: -~ -

‘Almost'as far as.€ye can redch - e
- Isee the closé-recfed vesséls fly,
. Asdast.we flit along the beach—" = .
little sandpiper and 1.

v Dwatch himy as he skims along, ' .
.. He starts not at.my fitful song,
.. . Orflasho Ruttering drapery;-




Convictions for the year 1923

This returnis published to inform the public of the nature and exient of
acts of craelty to animals discovered by the Soci ety in the City of Madras
¢ W

"y {

Phe following CONVICTIONS for r\uwh} to animals were obtained in
Muadras tor the 12 .nomh, a3 18 by the Society’s Agents « - i

. Working Horsos v an anfit state -
’, o Pones oy N 70
e DR S Pone G . )
3 Do Bullocks  do. 162
i Do, Buifajoes doy, 4 , 1,753
5. Do. Mules do. o +
6. Cows ill-treated ,
7. Calves  do. , - ' !
8 Fowls  do. SR o 10
5, Donkeys do. . !
{0, Goading Bulls i
vi. Overleoading _ 4 )
12 Owners causing oracls - 2;

Total...2,358
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The SOClety is supported only by Voluntary Contributions. -
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