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Man And His Dog
HOW ANIMALS WERE FIRST
 TAMED

In an article contributed to a series
prepared by the British Science Guild,
Professor J. Arthur Thomson, Regius
Professor of Natural History, 'Aberdeen
University, discusses the domestication of

" animals, a subject concerning which he

ranks as one of the greatest living experts.
Every lover of animals will delight in the
description of the sentimental links between
man and beast, and will find of fasci-
nating interest the . suggestions of the
great scientist concerning the why and
wherefore of the taming of animals accom-
plished by our ancestors.

When we think of domesticated dogs,
cattle, sheep, goats, reindeer, camels,
Llamas, horses, donkeys, pigs, and rabbits,
we are at once struck, he writes, by the fact
that they are all gregarious mammals, In
their wild state, they had the. instincts of
the herd, which include kin-sympathy, self-
subordination, and the capacity for team-
work. - It was easier for them than for in-
dividualistic animals to enter into friendly
and confident relations with man, who came
to be in their eyes a super-leader of the
herd.

The dog.in process of domestication
yielded to its hereditary bias to be obedi-
ent and to play the game, and we cannot
suppose that it puzzled over the fact that
its leader belonged to a different species,
that he was HAomo sapiens and not Cunis
paliipes. Man did not master the dog ; it
was rather that the dog found in mana
new master.

It is an interesting fact that when a
number of sheep-dogs get out of hand
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and take to consorting together, the long
latent wolfishness may, in man’s absence,
assert . itself, and some night there is
a terrible havoc amongst a flock of
sheep. . In some cases, no doubt, an
individual dog may also show a rever-
sionary mutiny., But our main point is
simply that the gregarious instincts of the
ancestors of the domestic dogs made their
alliance with man easier. We are not
forgetting - the domestication of the cat,
which certainly does not spring from a
jgregarious stock, but that is another
story. Everyone will allow that the cat is
unique. It walks alone, reserved, self-
sufficient, and condescending.

Another impression that we get in think-
ing over domesticated mammals, including
the cat this time, is that most of them are
very playful in their youth. What pictures
of gambols, frolics, games, and playfulness
generally, rise in the mind when we think
of puppies, kittens, lambs, kids, calves, and
foals. Now, playfulness has a manifold
significance, and one thing it indicates is
plasticity, an elbow room for experiment,
a chance for new departures. Undoubted-
ly, if one were going to try to domesticate
a new mammal, one would select a playful
species.

THE CHARM OF PLAYFULNESS

But there is another interest in the play-
fulness of most of the young mammals in
which man found the materials for domesti-
cation, namely, that it is uncommonly
attractive. There is a fascinating charm
in the play of kittens and puppies, lambs
and kids, and we cannot be surprised if
this was one of the motives that led our
ancestors to experiments in domestication,
No doubt they often saw and envied the
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12 . ) - Tit-Bits of Animal Life,

huntmg achxevements of wolves and jackals, , of whom it makes a little god.

and it is possible that they somefimes
wondered if it might not be possible
to enlist their aid. But we are apt to
exaggerate the importance of utilitariin
motives and to depreciate the strength of
the artistic. It may be that the early
huntﬂman, witnessing the play of the wild
puppies which he had orphaned, found
them irresistible, and took them home to
his family circle, to be the delights of his
own children and alleviations of what
Shakespeare calls *life-harming heavmess

ANCIENT RECORDS -

Different races of men have entered into

* different relations with dogs, and wice
versa : but there are very ancient records
of what one might call sentimental link-
ages. Thus sonte of the ancient tombs
show that a dog was sometimes reverently
buried alongside of his master, perhaps to
be his aid .in transmundane hunting, or
perhaps because he moped to death wherd
his master died. There is a wall picture
of an Egyptian King of the Eleventh
. Dynasty with his favourite dog and six
- others all named—like a succession of.
friends. This strikes the note of personal
attachment. Among hunting peoples and

pastoral peoples the utilitarian appreciation |-

of the dog was naturally strong, not that
this excludes the friendly bond; in other
peoples, one of two things happened. In
some cases the dog became an out-cast,
a ‘pariah, and its pame was used as an
- epithet of contempt. *Is thy servant a dog?’
In other cases the dog, which had ceased to
be man’s partner; became a pet or a friend.
The sentimental linkage was strengthened,
and this is what has become so marked
in “relatively - recent times, éspecially- in
. North. Temperate Countries. We have
“ mentioned the seven favourite dogs of the
cwio- o Egyptian King, and everyone remembers
o7 Argus, who recognised the voice and step
..~ of his master Ulysses after twenty years
~of absence, and . having seen him, died.
" But,” on the. -whole, .the Orientals and
Semltes, the Greeks -and Romans did not
_gmake a inend of the dog as. Northern
peoples did. - ,

. UNIQUE APPEAL

E What is it that ‘gives the dog 1ts umque
appealt It:is . fundamentally the. whole-

It has a..
wonderful depth of loyalty, which is irre-
sistible. It appeals with affection {for
affection. It is keenly sensitive to praise
and blame ; it feels the difference in a look
or in a tone. It is a good judge of char-
acter but it will forgive everything for
love.- In its obedience and reliability it
often makes us ashamed.. No doubt there
is a pleasant flattery in the way the dog
looks up to us and trusts us implicitly, but
there is much more than that. There is—
in dogs whése brains have not been bred
away—an intelligent responsiveness which

- is unparalieled, And we are inclined to

think that the dog comes nearer being a’
moral agent than any other animal—which
is another bond of sympathy.

~f2—~

President Harding’s
Tribute to Dogs i

With the passing of President Harding
the American nation has lost its most noted ~
animal lover. No predecessor in the White
House bas ever been more genuirtely
humane than Mr. Harding, who all his life
was the friend of every helpless creature..
One of the best things the laté President
ever wrote was an editorial in the Marion *
Star occasioned by the death of a dog,
named Hub, that belonged to a friend and ;a
that was supposedly poisoned. Mr Hardmg
wrote in part :

‘One is reluctant to beheve that a human | r!
bemg who claims man'’s estate could be so
hateful a coward as to ruthlessly torture and
kill a trusting victim, made defenceless
through his conﬁdence m the human mas-;
ter, but there are such.; One honest look
from Hub’s trusting eyes was worth ai
hundred lying greetings from such inhuman!:
beings, though they )wore the habthents
of men.

. +*It isn’t orthodox to ascribe a soul to a1
dog—if soul means immortality. But Hub’
was loving and loyal, with the jealousy thati
tests its quality., i

t He  was’ reverent, patxent faithful; he
was sympathetic—more than humanly e}
_sometimes, for no lure could be devised to
call him from the sick bed of mistress or
master.” He minded his own affairs—

’wﬁ h‘gﬁ;aq-gq;ulatlon-——and
®afiving thing.

eartedness. of its devotlon to 1ts master.'

-

~

’ ocgasion.

Tit-Bits of Animal Life. 13

traits ‘were becoming, yet he assured a
guardianship of the home he sentineled
until entry was properly vouched.

‘ He couldn’t speak our language, though
he somehow understood. Bat he could be
and was eloquent with uttering eyes and
wagging tail and the other expressions of
knowing dogs. "No; perhans he has no
soul, but in these things are the essence of
soul and the spirit of lovable life.

*Whether the Creator planned it so, ot
environment and human companionship
have made it so, men may lzarn richly
through the love and fidelity of a brave and
devoted dog. Such loyalty might easily.

The Hon. Mr. Justice, C. G. Spencer, in
moving the adoption of the report, said that
no one who had read it would be inclined to
| disagree with him in his opinion that they
had a very good report; and that the
Society and its office-bearers were to be
congratulated on the improvement that was
made in the very successful animal show,
and in that noble feature, the animal week,
The report was a very exceilent one and
he proposed its adoption.

Mrs. H. J. Cannan, in seconding the
adoption, said that she noticed in the
report that there was an increase in the
number of coavictions. 1t was very diffi-

add lustre to a crown of immortality.’

—~R—
!

Madras S.P.C.A. |

The forty-third annual general meeting |

of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty

' to Animals was held at Pachaiyappa’s Hall,
on Thursday, the 6th March. His Excel

lency Lord Willingdon presided on the

Wlth the permission of the Chairman,
Mr. V. Krishnamurti Iyer proposed that |
the report, which had been printed and
circulated, be taken as read.

Mr. C. Ranganayaculu Chetty seconded.

The report stated that the increased cost
of the establishment necessitated by the !
enhancement of pay of the executive |
staff which came into force in 1922, threw
an extra burden on the Society's finances
with the result that the expendxture of
the Society exceeded its income by Rs.

cult to gauge whether cruetly was on the

. increase or whether the Society was doing
‘more work and so got more convictions.

In the schools, the children should be
taught what the sufferings of animals
meant. They should be taught to be
affectionate to cats, dogs, etc.

Mr. C. Gopala Menon, M.L.C., and
Khan Bahadur Mahomed Usman Sahib
Bahadur, the Sheriff of Madras, supported
the motion.

The report was adopted.

OFFICE-BEARERS

Deaconess C. Tuke proposed the elec-
tion of the members of the Executive and
the Pinjrapole Committees {or the ensuing
year:

Dewan Bahadur L. A. Govindaraghava
Iyer seconded the motion. '
Mr. C.E. Wood, M. L. C,, said that he
had much pleasure in supporting that
i resolution.. A feature which struck him

1,581-14-4. The permanent fund of the | | most about that report was the extra-
souety amcunted only to Rs. 23,500, and | ordinary falling off in the subscription list,
the interest that accrued therefrom was by | and he would suggest to the new com-
no means large, hardly able to meet a | mittee, which they were now appointing,
month’s expenditure of the Society. Dur- | that that was one of the chief matters

ing the year, the agents of the Society
obtamed convictions in 2,355 cases as
against 2,045.in the previous year. In
addition to these convictions, 130 cases
were warned by agents. The income from
fines was Rs. 8,680-12-3 as against Rs.
8,343.7-6 in 1922.- The income of the
Society from subscriptions during the year
was Rs. 2,069:8-0 as compared to Rs.
1,921-8-0 in 1922, and from donations Rs. |
898-5-6 as against Rs. 1,771-14-3 in 1922 |
thus making a total of Rs. 2,967-13-6 as
against Rs. 3,693-6-3 in 1922.

which they should tackle. He thought that
the fallinz off in subscriptions from Rs. 2
800 in 1916 to Rs. 2,000 in 1923 was very
bad indeed and he suggested that it was '
because the public did not know sufficient
about the S. P. C. A. The need appeared
to him to be much more advertisement,
and he thought that by advertising tlie
work of the Society more thoroughly
the subscriptions of the Society would
automatically increase. .

H. E. the Governor, after distributing
the gold and silver medals and books to
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the best essayists in the Prize Essay
comipetition, warmly congratulated the
officers of the Society on the excellent
work they had done during the last year.
He felt the keenest interest in the society.
He had been a great lover of animals
himself. They ought to teach their
children to be kind to animals and, by
doing so, they could create a better state of
things in regard to animals for future
generations.

The Hon. Mr. Justice C. E. Odgers,
President of the Madras S. P. C. A.,
proposing a vote of thanks to H. E. the
Governor, regretted that His Excellency
would not be here next year. He also
thanked the various ladies and gentlemen
who were good enough to come to the
meeting and address those present.

—Ia—

The Animal Show

The Madras S.P.C.A. held its annual
* Animal Show on the Island on Saturday,
the 2nd February 1924. The attendance
was large and the exhibits in the various
classes were distinctly above the average of
the last few years. The arrangements in
‘general were. also satisfactory, thanks to
Mr. M. A. Tirunarayanachari, the Hono-
rary Secretary, and Mr. N. C. Rangaswamy
Iyengar, the Superintendent.
There wére about twelve classes of
- exhibits. The cow-calves in the class
¢ Best cared for calf under six months old,
property of milkman’ were looking well
nourished. The class of milch cows exhi-
bited was also good, as also the draft
bullocks. Among the prize-winners were
a few draft bullocks belonging to the Cor-
poration of Madras and the Carnatic Mills,
The jutka ponies on view were decidedly
of a better class than formerly. Dog lov-
ers in Madras must have been gratified at
the class of dogs that had been brought
together at the Show. There were also
* Soldiers’ dogs on view. A special feature
of this year’s Show was the Dhobie Don-
keys that were exhibited.

. Of the other classes of exhibits mention
must be made of children’s pets other than
dogs, monkeys and caged birds. - In this

" class.there had been exhibited a cage of
““white mice. . The cage looked like a doll’s

e ~-house with a couple of rotary wheels on the !

ground floor ‘and these whenever set in
motion by the mice sounded a series of
tiny bells suspended above.

ke —~—

Opening of a Cattle-Shed

On the 14th January, Mr. P. MacQueen,
Collector of Trichinopoly, performed at
the invitation of the S.P.C.A. Branch,
Trichinopoly, the interesting ceremony of
opening a/ cattle-shed. .The cattle-shed,
the gift ¢f Mr. Cunniah, Proprietor of
the Krishna Vinodha Sabha of Madras,
was built at a cost of Rs.900 near the
entrance to the Main Guard Gate and it
was formally opened this morning in the
presence of a large gathering, including
Honorary Magistrates and Municipal Coun-
cillors of the place, with the Ind1an band in
attendance for music.

In requesting Mr. MécQueen to forma]ly'

open the cattle-shed and hand it over to ..

the Municipal Chairman, Mr. F. G. Natesa
Iyer, Mr. Ramaswami Iyengar gave a short
hxstory of the S.P.C.A., since it was started
in 1909. He said there was some appropriat- .
ness in the Collector being asked to per-
form the opening ceremony, after a long
time since it was established.

The Collector made a short speech in the

course of which he eulogised the charitable

instinct of Mr. Cunniah Naidu, who, though :
he was not a resident of the place and had *
no prominent interest in it, was still moved
by the suffering of the animals, to provide °
shelter for them against sun and rain.
To the hackney drivers present at the meet-
ing, he commended that kindness to ani-
mals is the best policy in the long run, as
¢ Honesty is the best policy.” He told them s
that by taking proper care of their animals, :
they would have more from them than 1f
they neglected them.

In. conclusion, he requested Mr. F. G
Natesa Iyer, Chairman of the Mun1c1pahty,“
to take over the cattle-shed and mamtamvi
it in proper conditions. - . i

Mr. Natesa Iyer, in accepting the charge,
gave a free translation of Mr. MacQueen’s
speech in Tamil and observed that the day
chosen for the’ formal opening was an
auspicious one, as it was a day when cattle
were specially fed and taken care of by the
whole population, being Sankaranthi Day.

&
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All-India Cow Conference

The following resolutions were unani-
mously passed at the sixth Session of the
All-India Cow Conference held at Calcutta
on the 2nd March, 1924 :—

(1) Resolved that this meeting views
with deep concern the indiscriminate
slaughter of nearly 10 millions of useful
cattle every year which is causing a serious
diminution of cattle in this couniry, and
respectfully calls upon all Provincial Govern-
ments to regulate the slaughter of cattle in
slaughter houses as has been done in the
Central Provinces Government.

(2) Resolved that in consideration of
the fact that want of pasture lands has
caused the %ete;ioration and depletion of
cows and a consequent scarcity in the
supply of milk and milk products, this
Conference recommends :—

That the Government will be pleased
to take immediate steps by legis-
lation or otherwise to provide
adequate . pasture grounds for
every town and village from the
Provincial Revenues or from the
funds of the local authorities.

OUR ANCIENT STUD BULLS

(3) Resolved that in view of the
gradual deterioration in the milk producing
capacity of Indian cattle due to bad breed-
ing, chiefly caused by the lack of good and
sufficient breeding bulls and the diversion
of Brahmini bulls for purposes other than
breeding, this Conference suggests :—

(@) that the Government will be
pleased to counteract the evil
effect of the res wnullus
judgment regarding Brahmini
bulls by requisite legislation
and (4) that the Government
will be pleased to authorise
all Municipalities and other
local authorities to keep an
‘adequate number of good
healthy bulls for breeding pur-
poses in every town and vil-
lage within the easy reach of
the people.

. .(9) Resolved that this Conference re-
commends that measures be adopted to
prevent the death of cattle from diseases

by -providing more Veterinary Hospitals

and for the provision of institutions for the

P

training of *go-vaids’ and also for the
compilation and circulation of pamphlets

on, the prevention and treatment of bovine
diseases.
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.~ HINDNESS

S * By Al DEN R. BF'\IbO\T
s < . Kindness is the one great act
- That answers every call,

And yet it’s free to all.

When we have met with grief,
‘Where gold or silver cannot heal
Kind words may bring relief.-

I know that kindness does appeal
: To every 11v1ng thing,
i~ 7. T've seen it work in flocks of birds ;
- That splash and play and sing
Around a pool of water, when .
Crumbs 'were placed their. way ;
When they found it safe for them,
They came there every day.
HEENES I've seen it in the farm flocks, -
4 .. Who flew from perch to arm
o And fed upon the grain I held,
Because they feared no harm.
‘I've seen it in the lowly swine
- That nosed about my feet,
~ « While T shelled the golden grain
And bade them come to eat.

o , If at all we are humane

SN This may be one test,"

W e feed and bed our livestock fzrsl,
R . Before ‘we take our rest.
LT The faithful beast that toils for us,

Cold and heartless are the ones’
Who let them go unfed.

R I smg this song, becatse I know,
T ‘“The world so sadly needs ;
- The help that you and I may:give
By kindly words and deeds. -
So fet us one and all resolve, |
From now and on this day,
To spread the gospel of kind deeds
- Toall who come our way.

R

{ é L
- L . '4 @
T I y } . o .

' ‘That brings response, as nothmg elbe,

- It gives more cheer than all the wealth

: -~ And helps to earn our bread,

&‘i .

[

) @»@@@W@@@@@@@@@@@@@



2 ::- Thls return is pubhshed to 1nform the pubhc of the
;,na,bure and extent of ‘acts .of _cruelty to. ammals dlS‘

The followmg CONYICTIONS for cr‘uelt.y to ammals
;"'Were obtamed in D “VIadras durmg the ﬁrst three monuhs

X

~r‘-'1.‘-‘fWorkmg Horses inan unﬁt state C e .' TSR 217'
S 280 "Dol” ‘Ponies do. ol R e R
3. Do. ~ Bullocks ° ry dos el e '»"'_"1398 :
4 Dol . Buﬂ'a.loes A0 e e e N e
CB “Po.” Mules . };ddff Lo B PP
' v'6.f¥Cows 111-trea.ted L N e e e L »%
7. -Calves do., L ST T SRR
. 8
9

. Fowls: = do. B
Donkeys . do-. v, - -1 e
. Goading Bulls = " . B e
COverloading @ a7 e e ToER
Owners causmg cruelty o3 ‘
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