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VISCOUNT GREY
~ ON BIRD LIFE.
Viscount Grey of Fallodon delivered an
address on ‘The Pleasure in Out-door

Nature,” with special reference to his own
study of bird life, at the meeting of the

. School Nature-Study Union on 2nd January

last. Sir Frederick Keeble, Sheradian
Professor of Botany at Oxford, presided.
The meeting was in connexion with the
annual conference of Educational Associ-

*.ations which is being heid at University
College.

Lord Grey said that the subject was
rather difficult to approach from the point
of view of teaching ; but given that the
teacher was capable and the pupil was
willing, he could make sure of imparting
not only knowledge, but pleasure. Impart-
ing pleasure was an important part of
education. For people who had a reasonable
amount of leisure, the habit and the capacity
for spending that leisure in a way that
.would bring them interest and pleasure was
a great factor in making life contented.
If they could impart the power of taking

. veal pleasure in the best poetry and the best
literature, they would be giving the most
easily accessible and most permanent and
lasting form of making leisure satisfactory.
Books were easily accessibie, and all that
was necessary for the enjoyment of them
was to- find some quiet spot out of doors,
or access to aroom which had no telephone
‘in it, or, if it had, then with the telephone

- disconnected. (Laughter.)

By books he meant the power of taking
pleasure in the best. literature ; and along-
side he, putthe capacity for finding pleasure

ut-deor nature. -Thé. beauty of the

wc;;l vand the interesting thix}gnp in nature,
IR Y '

Ay
o

were there for everybody to enjoy ; but the
fact that one person enjoyed them did not
diminish the power of others to enjoy them,
provided the simple rule was observed that
in taking their pleasure in out-door nature
they did not destroy or disturb it. So long
as they did that, their pleasure was not
diminishing anyone else’s pleasure. For
instance, if they were in one of the London
parks, and a thrush or a blackbird was
singing, they stopped to enjoy the song.
But if some one else stopped and threw
something at the bird, the whole thing
was disturbed.

Another thing about pleasure and out-
door nature was that the best kind of
pleasure depended not on novelty, but on
enjoying things which recurred every
season of the year, and which brought a
common aspect of beauty.

EPICUREANISM IN PLEASURE.

If anyone wanted to be an epicure in
pleasure, it was worth while remembering
that there were three parts in pleasure—
anticipation, realization, and retrospect.
They could only have perfect anticipation
if it was pleasure that they knew before.
That they got in out-door nature from the
procession of seasons and the fact that every
year these brought round the same proces-
sion of beauty:and of interest. His own
knowledge of birds was not that of an
expert ; but he had great pleasure in the
observation of birds. There were some
people who took no pleasure in birds; but
to a large number they were a source of
very gre:t interest and pleasure. They
had certain remarkable and attractive
natural qualities. There was the power of
flight, which was in itself a thing worth
considering. There were all sorts of ways
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- found one of them near his house, and in

January wren on Monday, so this month

Tit-bits of Animal Life.

and manners of flying among birds.
Another aspect was their plumage—their

wonderful variety of colouring. Then

they laid eggs of various cclours, and built

nests in many shapes and of different mate-

rials. The long-tail tit was a bird which

built the most elaborate nest, and the time

it took in building the nest, in the hatching

of the eggs, and the growing of the birds

was very long. When he was a member

of the Government and could only get out

of London at week-ends, he went to his

cottage in the country, and there on a

Sunday morning about the middle of March

he observed a pair of long-tail tits buiid-

ing their nest in a sweet-briar bush. Every

week-end he watched the building going

on, but it was not till May 19 that he saw

the young birds come out of the nest.

During these two and half months the nest
was a matter of interest and pleasure to
him ; and any of those present living in the
country could have precisely the same ex-
perience. The long-tail tits’ nest was
interesting from another point of view,
Early in March they would see long-tail tits
in pairs; they were not at all shy; and if
anyone chose to put small feathers in the
edge near the nest, they could stand by and
see the birds take the feathers and use them
in the building of their nest. =~ It had been
computed that one of these nests contained
about nine hundred feathers.

THE WREN’S BED-ROOM.

Again, take the instance of a bird that
built not one nest, but more—the common
wren! The nest used for eggs was lined
with feathers ; but one or more nests were
often built, apparently with equal care and
skill, except that they were not lined with
feathers. These nests did not become
unoccupied dwellings. (Laughter.) He

the autumn’ and winter he used to go and
look at it after sunset. . Whenever he went
a wren came out of the nest, so that it was
clear the nest was not built for eggs but
was used as a bed-room through the autumn
and winter.

If people wished to appremate our coms-
mon birds, they must learn their songs.
If they were fond of songs of birds, they
should make a point of not ]ettmw any
month in the year go by without hearing
robins and  wrens sing. He heard  his

| gether, but e
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was safe. (Laughter.) The wren’s song
was one of the most remarkable because of
its loudness compared with the size of the
bird.” When he considered the smallness
of its body, the loudness of its song, and
the animation of the body, he became
almost afraid that the little body would be
shattered by the vehemence of the song.
To hear a blackbird’s song in the early part
of the year was something to look forw ard
to.

Then came the small blrds which had
spent the winter in Africa or farther south.
There was the feeling of romance as to the
immenseness of the journey they might
have accomplished since they last heard
them. One got into the habit, if one lived
in the country, of listening for birds in the
same place and at the same time every
spring. Other birds migrated to great
distances. One of them was the woodcock.
He was once lying on' the sandy hills by
the shore in Northumberland on a fine day
at the end of November looking up at the
sky, when he saw a woodcock arrive. He
turned his head to see where it lighted,
some fifty yards away, and he went to the

spot to see. whether it was tired. Ashe,*

walked along, the bird rose and flew f{arther
away without showing any sign of being
tired. From that circumstance he judged
that in ordinary weather birds could cross
the North Sea in one flight without being
exhausted.

As regarded migration—in 1921 there
were reared in his garden two or three
broods of widgeons. Three of the young
ones grew up so tame that they would take
food out of his hand. Last spring they
went away ; but in November of last year
the female bird came back, and one day .
came up to him and took food exactly in’
the same way as she did before flying away. §’3
Three weeks afterwards one of the male’ '3
birds came back, and did the same thing. ;g

Birds had, to a greater degree than any’
other animate creature except man, the
power of expressing joy. Nearly all our"
British birds were monogarmists. Othersﬁ

that came were polygamists. Family life’; i
with British -birds was continued when the
young birds grew up. The family life of
partridges was extraordinarily attractive.
The male
rinter to-

The robin had little family life.
and female did :

ary in the a

v

““In concluding, Lord Grey said that what
he really had in mind in addressing them
was totry and show them the sort of
pleasure in bird life which it was open to
any one who had an interest in bird life to
have. They only ~wanted the power of
being able to walk about, good eyesight,
good hearing, a push-bicycle and a pair of
field glasses. The instances he had given
were only illustrations of out-door nature.
There were many others—flowers, insects,
weather, etc.—but if people found that they
had not the capacity for taking pleasure in
out-door nature, then letthem try and find
something else in which they would get
as much pleasure, and which was as lasting
and as engrossingias that which those of
them who had the capacity for it got from
out-door nature. jCheers.) . :

——

KINDNESS TO ANIMALS

. REPAYS
By Robert Page Llncoln

-Does kindness to animals repay us? .- I
do not thmk that the people are so debased

'as to measure their kindness to animals,

domestic and otherwise, by the amount of
money they will derwe by so doing, but if
such is the demand, it will be noted that
kindness to ammals repays in money over
and over again. Let. me point out -ins-
tances :

Here we have a certam “farm run by a
hot headed, incorrigible, utterly incompe-
tent man. = His cattle 'look thin and
starved ; they are fidgety and wide-eyed;
they move away or run at approach,
When the farmer lets them out of the barn,
they "dart out half crouching, usually
followed by oaths, sticks or prodded with
forks.  The mllk that he gets from his

. cattle hardly pays to bother with, and this

is strange, too, for some of the cattle come
from.a race .of tradlttonal milk givers in
qﬁanttty‘ they seem to-have p1enty to eat
in the pastures—and yet ‘they are starved,
run-down and -some are even despondeut
looking. What is the cause? Why ask
that ? ‘There is no more sensitive a crea-
ture than the cow. Probably we haven't
stopped to: study her or inquire into her
feelings, her views on life, her joys and
sorrows.:. On-the farm mentioaed above
{whichis drawn from -life) - the -cattle were
well-nigh ruined mentally.-and physically

3

by abuse and thh@‘s}&ej‘vsf I\p)a‘ﬁess
To these cattle life mus *bHeen hell ;
the barn, the torture chamber; the curse,
the pronouncing of doom; and life, one
unmitigated misery.

Let us take another farm. The cattle
are sleek and fat; they move at ease and
without the slightest sign of fear in their
eyes; upoen approach they look up ina
trusting way, as thourh knowing they will
be caressed with a gentle hand instead of a
club. Their owner takes pride in them ;
pets them and strokes them under the jaw
which they find so pleasant. He talks to
them in a half-tender, meditative way, and
calls them by name, and they seem to
respond ; he keeps his barn clean andthe
cattle curried, where the other farmer had
a foul, unclean barn and the sides of the
cattle encrusted with dry manure. Asa
result of this care and consideration, his
reward is three or four times greater in the
amount of milk produced—simply because
they are well taken care of and treated with
kindness. Have you noticed with what
difficulty a hard-swearing, cruel man goes
about milking a cow ? She will not *give
down' the milk and only long stripping
rasults in the amount she does give.
Probably she feels if she can do no more
she can at least prevent these brutes from
taking her milk. On the other hand, the
cows well cared for and spoken to give their
milk to the last drop without the least
trouble. In this manner one sees how
kindness repays in actual money ; but the
greater pay is the knowledge born in you
that you are kind to your animals; and
you have a clear conscience.

On the other hand the hot-headed person
first spoken of knows he has been cruel to
his animals; as a result he is profoundly
disgusted with ‘himself and the more dis-
gusted he is with himself, the more does he
feel that he should vent his spleen onthe
animals that he has at his mercy. From
what 1 have noticed through observation, 1
should judge that there are thousands of
animals that are used by men as objects to
beat, stone and club; to exhaust their
grouches on; ‘sour stomach sprees,’ they
may be designated. Such men should be
apprehended. No man can fall lower than
one who has a grouch and to get rid of it
¢ picks on’ a poor creature and beats and
stones it, nine times out of ten, for no
reason whatever, - These men are as much
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criminals as the most hardened hold-up
man and should be treated as such.

Kindness to animals pays big dividends
in a clear conscience, broadens the mind
and includes more than human beings in
the great perspective of life.

Have you ever noticed a farm where the
chickens come and pick corn from your
hand, where the cattle come up to be petted
or to playfully butt their heads against
you, where the horse seeks a lump of sugar
in your pocket, where the family cat sits on
the porch and rises to rub against your leg
as you come up instead of darting under
the house terrified beyond name? If you
ever find such a place, there pitch your
camp and warm your soul, too, before the
fires of kindness that pervade the place.
There are such nooks in this selfish world.
If you find them you are fortunate.

—~—

Mr. George Wharton James
and His Song-Sparrow

There have been in this world few
companionships of any kind more touching
and beautiful than that between Mr. George
Wharton James, of California, and Scrag-
gles, alittle baby song-sparrow, which had
been accidentally orphaned, and which
- Mr. James came upon one day, and took
home with him and raised. The poor little
waif was at first very much afraid, and
resented vigorously the advances of her
new-found friend; but, through kindness,
her little heart was won, and henceforth
there sprang up between her and her human
friend a wonderful attachment. She be-
came so fond of Mr. James finally that she
wanted to be with him all the time, day and
night, and became disconsolate whenever
she was separated from him. She soon
became familar with Mr. James’ desk habits
and could tell whether he was reading or
writing.  When he wrote, she. liked to
frolic with his pen, taking the pen into her
beak and holding on to it, as he traced the
lines across the paper, and contending with
Mr. James for the privilege when he
playfully pretended .to keep her away.
- Often, when tired, she would sit on his
shoe or the finger of his left hand, sound
asleep, while he wrote. - She would sit this
way for hours at a time, seemingly per-
fectly content merely to be in the presence
 of her precious foster-parent. She would
- follow Mr. James on the street, as devo-

l

l

tedly as a dog, and would flutter down into
his hand as if it were a nest, and peck at
his fingers until he would * hover’ her with
his other hand, when she would give
herself a little shake, put her head under
her wing, and drop off to sleep.

¢ The poor little creature was never well,’
says Mr. James, ‘and always seemed hungry
for affection; so I made a little bed in the
drawer of my writing-desk, and often, when
1 sat writing at night, I would put her to
bed there. My bed-room was next to the
library, and I generally left both doors
open. As arule, I was up very early, long
before she was ready to awakén ; but some-
times she would awake first. Then she
would come fluttering and hoppmg into
my bed-room, and talk to me.in her
quick, querulous little way until I put my
hand down to the floor for her to jump into,
in order to be lifted into the bed. There
she would play hide and seek in my beard,
and try to find dainty morsels in my lips—
for she had long before learned to take
food from me in that way-—and sharply
peck at my teeth when I gave her nothing.
She enjoyed it immensely when 1 would
suddenly raise my knees and make a high, »
mountain, so she could flutter merrily down
into the valley. Then I would lower my
knees and make a level plain, only to sur-
prise and please her by creating it into a
mountain again.’

‘Poor, sweet, affectionate little darling !
She never learned to fly. Her death was

accidental and tragic, and the result of

her complete and absolute confidence in me.
When my daughter and I dug a tiny grave
for her and lined it with the lacelike

blossoms of what the children call *the :

bird's nest,” we were neither of us ashamed.
that the tears fell fast. 'We covered herf
with the blossoms and then the earth, and
there left her.’ .

j %
S $

A Case of Simian Tender-'’
ness and Devotion. &

. A member.of a shooting-party killed 2™
female monkey, and carried her body to
his tent under a banyan-tree. The tent was
soon surrounded by forty or fifty of
the tribe, who made a great noise and
threatened to attack the aggressor. When
he presented his fowling-piece, the fearful
effects of which they had just witnessed,
and appeared perfectly to understand, they

monkey race.

2ol UK B, ) ‘ 15

retreated. The leader of the troop, how-
ever, stood his ground, threatening and
chattering furiously. The sportsman, who
perhaps felt some little degree of
compunction for having killed one of the
family, did not like to fire at the creature
and nothing short of firing would suffice to
drive him off. At last, finding threats of no
avail, the broken-hearted creature came to
the door of the tent and began a lamentable
moaning, and by the most expressive signs
seemed to beg for the dead body of his
beloved. It was given to him. He took
it sorrowfully In his arms and bore it away
to his expecting companions. Those who
were witnesses of this extraordinary scene
resolved never again to fire at one of the

A

oo—(Continued.)
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